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LETTER VIIL

LXAMINATION OF TRADITION UPON TIIE
EUCHARIST.

Again it is worthy of observation, that the pub-
lic calamities were frequently atiributed to the
« hristians, as being animpinusand detestable race
af men., Away with the christians lo the beasts;
“kristianos ad bestias.  ‘Fhis infuriated and brutal
ery was very often resounded in  the amphithea-
tres.  Loong were the christians persecuted by the
Emperors; fromthe savage Nero, who first drew
the sword against them, to the time of Diacletian
and Licinius. They were inhumanly put to death
at Rome, accused indeed, but never convicted of
~etting fire to the city. Tacitus asserted their in-
nocence of this crime, when he says that they per-
1shed, the victime of popular hatred and execra-
*iom, which originated not less in calumnious iu,-
putations, than inthe refusal of the christians to sa-
«rifice toidols and to swear by the gemus of the
Emperors. The tribunes and governors of pro-
vinces put them to the torture, to force from  them
an acknowledgment of the crimes imputed to them
‘Po this, Justin bears positive testimony, and com-
plains that  to establish these culumnies, slaves,
children, and women were putto the rack and
‘ortured in the most horrible manner, to extort
irom them 2 confession of the incests and the
feastingz upon human flesh, of which the christians
were secused.”  Cull to mind the women whom
Pliny interragated on the rack after this manner
but above a\‘, re..ember the heraic Blandina and
her companion Biblis: Some pagan % glavesin the
serviee of the christians, fearing the torments en-
duved by the faithiyd, and instigated by the sol-
Jiers, fulsely accused the christlans of Thyestean:
feasts and incestuous marrisges—and of every
abomination that decency forbxds to mention or to
think upon,and which we cannot cven believe
ancn capable of committing. These calumnics be-
sy spread abrond, the  popular fury was escited
against us: even those who had hitherto been
somewhat friendly disposed towards us, were then
tiiled with the general mdxgnauon agamst\us.
‘Tisen was accomplished the prophesy of our Sat
viour, that they, who should put his disciples to
death, would think that they sendered a service to
God.” Speaking afierwards of Blandina: « We
Al ofus, and particularly her mistress, ke says|
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werg apprehensive that she would not have the
courage toconfess, by reason of her budily weak-
ness. She however, wearied out these, who one
after the other tortured her in every way, from
morning Gl night. They acknowledged them-
selves vanquished, not being able to discover any
other way of tormentingber: and were astonished
to find herstill breathing after the laceration and
dislocation of her whole body.—The confession of
the nate of chiristian scemed to invigorate her
frame: her refreshment and consolation was toex-
claim: Iam a christian,and no cvil is committed
amongstus.” St Irengeus,a contemporary, and
an eye-witness, mentions that she boldly and ju-
dicionsly added, “ JYow canthey, who from mo-
tives of religion abstain from meats otherwise
lawful, be capable of perpotmting the cime  winch
youallege against usi™

1 have befure abserved that, in the Zuinglian
opinion, the christians would never have suffered
these calumnies ¢0 gain ground, but would have
instantly upset them, by mokinga  public declara-
tion of all their practices and ceremonnls, and by
inviting the pagans to attend their assemblies and
witness the celebration of their harmless repast.
But supposing that this simple means of sheltering
their name from infamy was overlonked; vou must
allow that it was high time to think ofit, when
punishment and tortures stared them in the fuce.
When Blandina and Biblis were interrogated res-
pecting these pretended abominations, why did
they not say: * e wake indeed a little bread  and
wine in memoryandin ficure of our absent Sa-
viour, and also asa m'zrk of our union together,
This is our only repast; to which ‘you may, zf rou
you please, yourselves bear ocular testitngny?”
Would they submit to tortireand to death, when
both might beavoided by a declarationat oncé so
natural an8 $blikely to open the cyes of their
judges? Is it consistent with any principle of rea-
son or christianity’ fo mainfain an obstinate and un-
meaning silencé upon that which could innocently
he acknowledged, which there was not ashadow
ofa reason for concealing, and which had it béen
but named, would have instantly disabused the
minds of thepeople> Pocs not such conduat ren-
der a person guilty of permitting the commission of]
the enormities and murders, which he Toight so ca-
sily have prevented?  Blandina however holds no
such language and makesno "such disclosure. In
the midst of her sorments, nota wozd of the kind
escapes her Jips.  Her constant courageous reply
isapplauded by the christians for. its 3udxcmusness.

Zuinglius and his followers would in vain attempt

L
to explain in what the discretion and judgment o
the martyr consisted. It can be sutisfactoniy
shewn in the cathollc belief alone, in which, for the
hanor of Christ, and for the interest and salvation
of the persecutors, the mysteries were not permit-
ted to be divuiged. Asit was unpossible to &y
any thing that.might betray the sceret, nothing re-
mained for theaccused but modesily to repel the
calumny, which was, in fact admirably done by
this illustrious slave. It is troly noble and even
more than human, in the midst of sprotracted and
horrible tortures, thus to bear in mindthe wise and
charitable discipline of secrecy: and the genevous
sacrigee of Blandina, crowned in heaven, will beu
just subject of admiration to the end-of time,

Such, Sir, are the observations Ihad to subu. .
10 your at¢ention respecting the discipline of secre-
cy. Iremember well, the firsttime I discovered
it, the greater part of thcsc same ule:xs confused; -
rusked upon my mind. Since then, it has frc
qucmly been tomea suhject of serivus considera
tion and deep investigation, 1 flatter nyself tha*
my view of the subject is correct; and, if § am no
mistaken, I have convinced you thatis is so.  ¥oi,
on the onehand,it is perfec\ly unintelligible and
inexplicable according to the Zuinghan opumon; an
unmeaning discipline, rigidly enforced and scrupt
lously practised, without molive or reason, or fa~
ther again-t cverymotive and every urgent 1eason
On the. other hand, it accords with the catholic do¢
trine, and even supposes ii; and on the supposition
of this Llief, is found to be wise, charitable and ac

cessary at a period when religion was proclimed
to a world of unbelicvers.  In a word, since this
!gcncml discipline is necessarily intervoven with
‘wur belief, and fromthe fifth century s traced batt:
to the apostolic age, it is must cvident, that &
thesc first ages the (._(.atholi‘. dogma was bothbe-
lieved and taugl.l in alt the Churches of the
world.

DISCIPLINE OF SECRECY DURING. mr. FIVE FIRST
AGTS.

FIRST AGE -

Pronfs & zren from the 1g7forance of the pagar..
respecling the Euckarist.

¢ We aye tiaditced as the most wicked of qon,
as capable of ‘murdering infants and feeding o
their flesh, and hfteivards of ubandohing ourselres
to thameful incésis. havirg peviously etnp]oyad
some'dogs, -accomplices in our <debaucherics, 40
upset the Janips and thus give darkness and aifla
cityto our :sbommatwns.—-'r! ¢ imputation of these

}

crinjesis to be dated from the reign of Tiberius, es
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T have already said. The hatred of truth “com-
wenced with trath itself. no sooner did it appear
ihan it becamo  the objoct of general-detestation,
{t counts as many cnemies as strangers, and each
according to their own fashion, tho Jews by jea-
lousy, the soldiers by exaction, and all of you by
uature.”’

* Ono mightsay that Celsus was desirous of imi-
tating the Jows, who, on the preaching of the Gos-
pel, spread false reports against those who em-
traced it; that the christians  sacrificed a littiein~
fant and devoured its flesh in their assemblies; that
10 perform works of darkness, they putout the
lanps, and then each one abandoned himseif to bis
lusts with the first person he met. This mest gross
w.alumny fora long time made great impression on
the minds of an infinity of persens  who, having no
wnterconrse with us, permitted themselves to be
persuaded that this portrait of the christians was
faithfully drawe: and even to this time therearc
individuals so prejudiced sgainstus that they will
nst even enfer into conversation with a chris-
1ign.”

Eusebius writes, that ¢ the devil had made use o(‘]
“arpocrates, Saturninus and Menander, disciples
ifSimon, who fell ** after being baptized by Phi-
Lip, to seduce many of the faithful: and that, b
thewmeans, they had furnished to the pagans am-
pir materials for calumnfating and blackening the
Church; thatell the recently invented}slanders
were circulated by them to the disgraco of the

a libel against the christians ahd Jews under the

not come down tois, and is only kuown by “the
splendid refutation of itfrom_tho pen of Otigen,
who exposes oand destroys his cdfumnies, and,
among others, those which regarded the secrccyl
observed by the christians, and on nccount of
which Celsus most bitterly inveighed against
them,
SECOND AGE.
“Were we toask our accusers whether they
ever saw whatthey report of us, there will notbe
found oncimpudent enough to say thathe has scen
it. How can they accuse thosg of killing and cat-
inghuman creatures, swho, theyare well aware,
cannot 0 much as codure to sco amaneven justly
putfo death?*?

“It willbe said to us: Let every oncof you de-
stroy yourselves, and thus you willgoto your God
and disturb us no more.” He replies that their

4

bold and lying title of @ ¥ruc narratsve.” Yt an-{

i

clarg shem;“so to hide, asyetto reveal them,
an 50 to pass thum over in silence, 0s yet 10 for
theln appear.”

And not to pmitanotler passage (rum Tertul-
lian, attend to the language in which he reproach-
es certain hereticsof his time. ¢ Ahove all they
make no distinction between the catechumens, and
the faithful; fir they are beth equally adwitted ro
hear and pray together: cven the pagdns are nut
excluded, should they happen to be présenty und
thusng difficulty is made in casting bread before
dogs, and pearls, though false eres, to swine,” Hy
had Jalrcady explained the intention of St. Paul,
who, in confiding to Timothy the ministry of tiic
Gospel, had commanded him to chonse faithful wit-
nesses, capableofinstructing othets, and not to
open himself ta every one indiscriminately, hut ac
cording to the word of our Saviour, to aveid cast-
ing bread to the dogs or pearls before swine.

THIRD AGE.

faith in. Providence forbade such an action, and,

Hear in what strains the Pagan Ceoilius spohe

headds: that * to subslantiate the calummes heap. ({OF the christians. < A dark and subterrancous
ed upon the christians, they interrogated slaves, people, (}!umb in publxc, and specchless butin the
children and women, and put them to excruciating | mostretited corners.  Whether all our suspicions
tormentsto estort from them a confession of they FeSpecting ﬂlﬂf’f"‘ we.. founded Iknow not: cer-
incests and repasts of human flesh, which were laxd} 130 }tm'cver itis that a nocturnal and hidden
tothucharge ofthe christians, These who ac-[{WOrship well befits sush a tribe. And although
cuse us ofthese crimes are themselves the perpe-“”_‘m!y ?hmgs arc:nll?ged agaiost them, the sbsey-
trators of them, while they attribute them to their,, Tty alone of their vile re'igion proves them entire

¢ . .
gods, as for us, as we have nothing todo with iy orinpart at least. Fow are we otherwise to
suchabominations, we do not trouble ourselves qaccount for this affectation and studied conceal-

«bristian name; and by this means has been eircu-
Iated amnong the unbelievers an opinion respecting
the christians as absurd as it is impious: as if it was
ar custom to abandon ourselves to shameful incests
avith our sisters and mothers and feed upon execra-
ble meats.””

“Tacitus, speaking of the burning of Rome, says
that Nero laid itto “a people odious by their
crimes who were called christians.” He adds:'
¢« This name came from Christ, whom Pontius Pi-
Iate had put to death under the Emperor Tiberius.
Arnd this impious superstition, repressed for the

%1ime, appeared again, not orily in Judea, the source
of the evil, but in Rome itsolf, where every thing
“hatistlack ond infamous is collected together
*nd pul in practice. At first those only were ta-
%en, who conféssed, then a- great mullitude, apon
theic report, ieere convicted, not so much of the
turning of the cily, as of hatred to all mankind.”
1c afterwards mentions them as wretchas, who de-
auned the most axemplary punishments, .

Tliny, who belonged tothe close of the first cen-
cary, but whodid not enter upon the government
o¢ Bithyua before the commencement of the se-
<vnd, wroke tu the Emperor, on occasion of the fu-
sn07s spread abroad respecting the cbristians, “that
’I.y the Lt it so0_much the more negessary, fur com-

sug. atthe tnuth, 3o_quesuon two wumen on the
tauk, who Were suid to have waited an the sceret ags
gemblivs.  But T discovezed noltung, continued he,
wore than anill guided and excessise superstition.”

Lelsus an cpicurcas plitosopher hung at (he
152 of the first cnd commencement of the second

— -

about them, having God for the witness of our ac- [{ment of their wurship, whatever itbe? Far what
tions and our thoughts.” is virtuous and laudable courts the day, and | wick-

) ednessloves darkness.”
In the persecutions at Lyons, the magistrates, |~ « As for the mysterics, condealed under seerecy
on the deposition of someslives, persuaded them-

of's | ‘nnd known to the priestsalone, natosly is the aw-
sclves that the christians actually practised what |mal man forbidden to approach, but these also who

was imputed to them, and | they. endeavored, by jajthough.exercised-and instructed, have yet pot:

torments, to extort from Blandina a confession of Jattained 10.the priestly- haor by their merits and
the deed: but this christian slave boldly and ju- years; andnot-only ate they prevented from seoe

diciously anmswered: ©“ How should those who,
fiom religious motives, abstain from meats other-
wise permitted, ever be guilty of the crimes you
lay to their charge?” &Scumenius has preserved
this fact in a fragment of frenzevs, an eye witness

|

aud soon after Bishop of Lyons and, suceessor .20,

ing these objects any -otherwise than ebscurcly
and enigmatically, but they do not cyen receive
them unless covered und veiled.”  This passige

mustaliude to the prayers and words okconse-
eration,.. -, + - o .« et
Aed again: “ &sfor anyather discourse., which

Photinus, who atter having passed bis mneteth .‘s‘mu cantain sceret things and freat of the faith ot

agnturics, compaced and pyblished, uhder Adrian,

year, suffer 4 martyrdom in this persecunion, ; jjGod and 1'{;{3‘!‘"?‘"?‘130. of things,—that is reserv-
’ ¢d 10 the pricsts.alone and.confided to. the. sonsof
Aqron by a perpefval succession.’f, .. | .
{  ¥n avother Lomily of Origen’s_on Levitigus, we
4iind this passage: * Stop notat the blogd of h¢
4flesh (thatisof the sheep. and oxen spoken of by
Nfoses) fut Ieara rather {9 “discern..the blood ot
ythe word, and hear hima saying:. For this is my
4 Blood, which shall_beshed for_you. VWhosoeses
1S imbued with the mysteries, knows,the flesh, and
‘il blood of the word of Gud, Letus. not . therefore,
dwvell uggn u_evbiect knowen go-the nitiated, aud
whith the uniniialed ought nottokmow.2t =,
. Zeno, bishop of ' ¥erona, in » sérmon’ on' conti
ﬂhencc, exhorisdhe christian -wifo not to marri an
{junbelicver, lest such a marriage should cause her
flo bete. y the law of seciecy ; ae s1s preditnz legrs,
He adds: % And know you not that the sacrifice of
*0rigen, Hom.-3v. on Ch. iif; of Numbersie-tHom. xiii.
oh Ch. xyxiii, of Leviticus.—3Hbm. ix, 63 Levis, No, 10

To this we may add what is told ofthe shve

christians of Lyons, in a letter written by them: to
the Churches of Asia’ to wive an aceount of the
persecutions there raging. We bwe the presery’
ation of it to Fusebius. : ‘ I

1 designedly omit many ‘things, fearing to
nate what Y could wish ,ptu(icnt[y to cunceal, Itst
those whomay read my writings slioukl uader-
stand them in a wrosg and perverted sense, and
we should be acensed, according to tht proverb,
of putting asword iato o0 infants ‘hand. These
are certain things discoverable in the Loly serip-

win be others on which It will insist more explicit-

Iy: and others again, which it will mercly touch
upon: but it will endeavéutso to vcg!, asyet to de-

364

Bihlis, as we find it related by the tonéessors :mdi

¢

ture, aitho’ they are not cleatly expressed. Thepe 1




THE CATHOLIC.

the unbeliever is public, yourssecret? Know you
not that any nne may approach his without diffi-
ulty, whereas it would be a sacrilege for chris-
tians themselves, if they are mot consecrated, to
<ontemplate yours?’’

IFOURTH AGE,

¢ The time admonishesus now to treat of the
mysteries, and to explain the notions of the sacra-
ments. But if, before baptism and the initiation,
we had attempted to speak on these subjects we
should have appeared to betray rather than explain
them .  ° -

¢ Every mystery ought to remain concealed m-
der a faithful silence, for fear that it should be

rashly divulged to profane ears.”f

¢ And we also have a discipline not to divulge :

the prayer, but to keep the mysterles concealed.’’{

An allusion no doubt to the prayer of consecra-:

tion, .

¢ There are many things, which, crude, are un-
palatable, but dressed, are agreeable, Concoct,
then, inyour heart these profound mysteries: let no
premature discovery of yours confide them too
trudely todelicate or perfidious ears: lest he who

hears youmay take alarm and turn with disgust!

from the meat, which if better prepared would have
enabled him totaste the swcetness of a spiritual
nourishment,”

¢ The Lord spoke in parables to his hearcrs in

general; but to his disciples be explained in pri-
vate the parables andl comparisons he made use of
in public. Thesplendour of glory is for those who
are already enlightened: obscurity and darkness is
the portion of unbelievers. Just so, the Church
discovers its sacraments to those who leave the
class of catechumens; for we declare not to the
gentiles the hidden mysterics of the Father, Son
and Holy Ghost, nordo we speak openly of the
mysteries to the catechumens: but we frequently
cmploy obscure expressions, that they may be un-
derstood by those, who are already: instructed, and
that the uninsiructed may.not be injured by them.”

Inow present you witha very curiousnote which
St. Cyrilhas put to the end of the preface to his
Catechetical discourses, in whichhe is known to
have explained, in the clearest manner possible,

 the doctrine ofthe church on the sacraments, parti-
cularly on the Eucbarist. They were intended for
the instruction of thosé who were about to receive
baptism, and afterwards to participate in the sacri-
fice and the communion of thealtar 'The note
addressed to thereader, is conceived in these terms:
¢ Procure that these .Catechistical Discourses be

«read, by those for whose instruction they have been
composed, viz: by those who are approaching "the
sacrament of haptism, and by the faithful who have
already received it. But do not communicate
them f{o the catechumens andthose who are not
christians, If you do you will have to answer to
God for it.  And if you take a copy of thein, do it
I conjure you, in thg presence of God.”

They are not ashamed to celebrate the myste-
ries before the catechiumens, and perhaps even
before pagans;'fni‘gét_tiglg thay it js, writlen that we
are to conceal the, mystery of the king: and re-
gardless of the precept of ‘the Liord, that we must
not cast holy thingsto the dogs, or pearls before
swine.” For itis unlawful to lay the mysteries
open wt},g‘upiniqatgq,‘;lest through ignarance they
shonld turn thew'to ridicule, and lest the catechy-
mens should become scandalized {hrough, an in-
discreet guriosity. e a e o

“Thig is:what the uninifiated "are forbidden "to

Zontemplate, and how should it ever be_becoming
“to write and cireulate.an account of them among

ﬁ C lG? i L e . o c
IT?x?ﬁpo;sﬁ,es and the. Fathers, who, from the
#8t. Ambrose, Rook of'the mysteries for the uninitiated,

¥ No.2.—iThe sathe, B. 1, dn Abmhet G igiated,
.\g‘_}pﬁmﬁmm No. 5, on Cain mad Abet © °

beginning, have presented certain rites to the
Church, knew how to secure a becoming dignity
to the mysteries by the secrecy and silence in which
{they have enveloped them,”* ” Here we have this
1 discipline of secrecy and silence positively attributed
{to the apostles by the Jearned prelate.

Saint Epiphanius reproaches the Marcionites of
the island of Cyprus, that they were so rash as to
celebrate the mysteries before the catechumens.”t

8t. Gregory Nazianzen} says that “the greatest
part of our mysteries ought not to be exposed to
,Strangers.”’||  He says further that “men should
irather give their blood than publish. them.”§

“He who is to receive ordination requests the
prayersof the faithful: these give him their suffrage
and add the acclamations known by those” initiated
.in the mysteries, and which 1 here pass aver in
silence, for it is forbidden to say every thing before
the profanc—They who cannot approach the holy
table are Withheld axd banished trom the sacred
rails.” '

Gaudentius, bishop of Brescia in Italy, contem-

orary with Cyril of Jerusalem, preaching, on

‘aster night, before the neophytes, on their return
i from the %aptismal foots, said: “Inthe lesson you

have just heard, I shall select only those parts which
may nat be explained in the presence of the catec-
hurens, but which must be discovered to the
ueophytes.”

'Treating again the same subject, he observes
that he had put off’ until the paschal discourses “to
tspeak of the ceremonies described in Exodus, on
: the manner of celebrating the paschal solemnity,

instruction to be adapted rathertothecircumstances
of the time, than to the lesson of the day. in order
that the neophytes may, for the first time, be taught
i}n w’l:at manner we partake of the paschal sacri-
ce. :

The author of the Apostolical Constitutions,
who assumes the name of Clement, disciple and
successor of St. Peter, but  whom eritics place in,
the fourth century, expresses himself in the 85th
canon as follows: “These constitutions, which I
Clement, have drawn up for you bishops, must on
no account be communicated to all sorts of per-
sons, because .of the mysteries contained jn
them.” .

*“Ask a catechumen whether L eats the fiesh of
the Son of man and drinks his blood he knosvs not
what you mean—The catechumens do not know
what the christians reccive. The manner in which
the flesh of the Lord is eaten is concealed from the
catechumens,” o

“They who know the Scripture understand per-
fectly well what Melchisedeck offered when he
blessed Abraham. We must not here make mention
of it, because of the catechumens: the faithfil Low-
ever discover it.”

“We have dismissed the catechumens and re-
tained only you, 10 discourse ta you respecting the
mysteries, which the inigiated alone areallowed (to
hear spoken o1.” - .. IR

What is this God, 8aid Masimus of Medaurus,
what is this o which, you other christiags con-
sider as particularly belonging to yourscives and
‘which you-say you see present i yqur secret places?
B ipl;ocfsqg_z_b,dit-i’s presentemvos videre componitia?
The.question put to 8t. Augustine Proves that the
— _

H'On ﬂ;:ig:o!y G_hnst,i

Ch. xxvii, No. GG . Epiph.:
8 399 0mt xS0l RiER:

TSt. Chrysostorn, Hom, xviii, on ii. Cor.
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because, adds he, this splendid night requires our

essence of the, mystery was concealed from the
pagans, and that there existed a report among
them that the christians adored in their secret as
semblies a God as present and visible.
FIFTH AGE.

In the diologueentitled the Immutable, he intyo.
duces Orthodoxua spenking thus: “Reply 10 me, if
you please; inmystical and obscure terms: it is-
possible there may he present some who are not
initiated in the mysteries.” (Hemedans to say tha-
this writing intended for the public, might fall int.
the hands of the uninitiated, and, fo, betray the
secret.) Eranistes: “I shall understand you, anu
reply to you aceording to that.”  And again, «
little alier; You have clearly proved what you
wished, although in mysterious words.”

In the second diologue, Orthodoxus replics to
this question. By what name do vou eall, before
the priestly consecration, the gift "that is offered?

It must not be said openly, because it may happen
that we should be heard {y uninitiated persons,”
E}mnistes : “Reply then In covert terms, if you
ease.*’ N
P “The }mor shall eat and shall be satisfied: not al;
indeed, for all have not obeyed the Gospels but
those who have had the divine love iu their heart:
it is concerning these that the Royal prophet szid
that their hungerand thirst should be satisfied, by
the immortal hourishment that they should receive.
Now, this divine nourishmeat is known 10 us witi:
the doctrine of the spirit: and the mystic and in.
mortal repast is well known by all those who have
been initiated in the mysterics.”
Innocent L consulted by Decentius, bishop or
Eugubio, on the sacrements, replies on the subject,
f the pax shich, some priests wished to give onc
another, hefore the consecration; “the cercmony of
the pax absolutely ought not to take place untit
afler the thingswhich 1 cannot reveal—As for the
rest, which it is unlawful for me to write, we can
discuss them together when you arrive. v

LETTER IX.
SECOND GENERAL PROOF,DRAWN FROM THL
LITURGIES. ‘

_The church has nothiog to present usinher pub
lic worship so admirable as the sacrement of the
Eucharjst. The greater part of the other Sacre
maents have reference to this, and prepare us forit.
The greater part of the offices and cerimonics of
the church are but so many means or preparations

|jeither for the worthy celebration .or participation

of it. The Eucharist is the principle ohject hexc
below of the thougbts and desires of the true Chyris:
tian; it is the nourishment of bis piety, the recon, -
pencé of his labours, the consolation of his exile
and earthly pilgrimage, his strength in dangers and
afflictions, & even at the approach of death; if is iy
fine the pledge of his glorious_resurrection. ;. By
representing our divine Mediatqr dying for the sal-
vation of the world, it displays the greatest Lenefit
we have received, the benefit on which rests afyr
hope of salvation. His bloody immolation too)
place on the cross: The oblation is renewed up-
on our altars, and will to the end of timeé  continije
to be the sole sacrifice of the new Jaw, ‘haviug tak
enilace of all the ancient anctifices, from ence
fotth being the only one agreable to the Supreme
Being. o '

The prayers preparitory to this sublime actof
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religion,those which operate the consecration of the.

hread & wine,, those which follow, those which ac-
company the distribution of the Eucharist. The
acts of thanksgiving by which all is terminated, to-
gether with the rites and ceremonies employod
throughout, compose what is8 here called the litur-
gy. The first liturgy was wndoubtedly drawn up
by the apaostles according to the instructions given
them by their master, and celebrated by them in
the assemblies which they held at Jerusalem
till the time of their dispersion. St. James who
remained in charge over that church, and who go-
verned it for twenty nine years, continued to admin-
ister the FEucharist there, according to the form he
had observed in common with all the apostles: those
who had carried it with them into the countries
which they (raversed, communicated it to the
bishops and priests whom they ordained. and estab-
lished it in the churches where they fixed their
sces. Antiquity will soon give us to undersfand
this; for the present it may be sufficient to observe
that the puwer of offering the bread and the chalice
i3 the cssence of the priesthood and its most emin-
ent prerogative, and that its use is essentially
#bligatory upon the evangelical mystery.

The most ancient monuments effectually bear
testimony that the liturgy was in use whereever
ihe religion of Christ was preached and established.
Of this Pliny informs us, indistinctly, tis true, but
acording to his means of information, when he re-
iates. that the Christians assembled on certain
«tays before sunrise, sung hymns to Chbrist astoa
iiod, bound themselves by mutual engagements
ot to do any crime, but to refrain from thefis, rob
Bery, adultery, from breaking their promise, or be-
traying the trust reposed in them; and that they
rartook together of an innocent repast.

Justin goes into many details: he mentions that
the assemblies were held every Sunday before day
nreak; that fhe Bishop presided in them, that they
Joined in prayer, and then in reading the Prophets
and aposiles, which he who presided afterwards ex
plained, exhorting the faithful to practice the
beautiful instructions they had bheerd. " He also
mentions that the faithful rose and prayed, after the
sermon, and saluted one another with the kiss of
peace, that they presented the bread and wine to
thegurésiding prélate, who offered up lang prayers,
over the gifls that were offered, to which prayers
the pegple said Amen: thatthe deacons distributed
the things sacrificed to those who were present, and
carried them out to thosé who could not attend &c.
Justin does not to give us the prayers recited by the
president. he is satisfied with mentioningltheir effect,
which was to change the bread and wine into the
body and blood of Jesus Christ. The description
he gives of every thing that passed in these secret
nssemblies exactly corresponds with the order of
the liturgies. '

Irenwmus, a deciple of Polycarp, who himself had
heen a deciple of 8t. John, informs us that the litur-
gy came from Christ and his apostles. “Our
#ord, says he, taught the new oblatian of his new
icstament; The church has received it from the
apostles, and. presents it to God througbout the

world.”” These words are decisive: they shew
that in the first and second century the liturgy was
considered of apostolic and divine institution! Ire-
neeus adds that this oblation was the same that Mal-
achy had predicted, and which, putting an end to
all other sacrifices, was alone to prevail from the
rising to the setting of the sun.

St. Cyprian complains of the scismatics, “who,
slighting and abandoning the bishops, raise altar
against altar, make up a different prayer compos-
ed of unlawful words, ‘and profane by false sacrifi-
ces the truth of the divine victim.””? We are
then to conclude, that there were essential forms of
prayer to be learned only from the bishops, and
not to be suppressed or changed by any one whatso-

ever. * “IFor, continues St Cyprian, to oppose the
established order is to oppose the ordinance of God'
and incur bis indignation,”” Hereis a clear testi- !
mony that the essential prayers of the liturgy were
traced to the institution of the apostles of Jesus
Christ. )

Firmilian, bishop of Cesaria, wrote to St. Cy-

prian, and twenty two years before, a woman had |
deceived many of the faithful, even so far as to
persuade them thatshe consecrated the Eucharist;
for she often had dared to make appearance of
sanctifying the bread by an invocation by mo
means contemptible, and of offering the sacrifice to
the Lord with the secret of the accustomed prayer,so
that she seemed in nothing to swerve from the ec-
clesiastical rule. Firmilian says that this unfortu-
nate creature had seduced a priest, which accounts
for her discovery of the prayers of the consecration
This fact proves that there was a fixed formulary
for the holy mysteries, that the priests alone’were
in possession of it, and that it was the rule or ca-
non from which it was unlawful to swerve,
St. Epiphanius who bears testimony to the tradi-
tion ofhis time, that is of the fourth century, de-
clares as follows: “Peter, Andrew, James, John,
Phillip and Bartholemew, Thomas, Thadee, and
James the son of Alpheus, and Judas the son of
James and Simon the Chananean,and Matthias
chosen to £ill up the number of the twelve were all
chosen apostles to preach the holy gospel in the
world with Paul and Barnabas and others: and
they have been the'ordainers of the mysteries with
James, brother of our Lord, and the first bishop of
Jerusalem.” Iere is apositive and indisputable
fact : it is beyond doubt that in the time of Epi-
phanius the institution and order of the liturgiesin
use were attributed to the apostles, at least as to
the essential part.

We can_have no stronger warrant or evidence
than that given by St. Epiphanius, who, being a
native of Palestine; had applied closely, in solitude,
to the study of sacred and profane authors, and was
afterwards raised to the bishoprick of Salamis in
Cyprus, where he died it403, at the advanced age
of vinety-three, He here makes special mention of
St. James, as the first 'bishop of Jerusalem, be-
cause the apostles, having begun to celebrate the
lit together in that city, must have proceeded:
regularly to compose and arrange the prayers, anc
deckle as to what wag essential. To this they
would all conform af one common accard at Jeru-
salem, and each oneg separately, after the diuﬁzrsion

jcession, the belief of the principal churc
i

would continue the same, in the Churches they es-

356

tablish during the course of their preaching, and
also in those where they eventually fixed their
sees,

The author of the Apastolical Constitutions, whe
wrote about the middle of the fourth century, de
clares, in positive terms, that the liturgy came
from St. James,

St. Augustine {eaches that we must refer fo the
rites of the sacrifice that which St. Paul prescribed
to Timothy, in these terms : ‘¥ desire therefore,
first of all, thatinvocations, prayers, supplications
and thanksgivings be made for all men.” For
says St. Augustine,by tnvocations, the apostle here
understands those that are made in the celebration
of the sacred rites, before that which is on the ta
ble of the Loxd is blessed ; by prayers, he under
stands those that are said, when it is blessed, sanc-
tificd and broken for distribution, and which are
ended by the Lord’s prayer almost throughout th:
whole church: by suppliections he understands
those pronounced by the bishops when they bless
the people ; and by tlmnksgivings these with which
we tinish the lit > You will tell me that Au-
gustine spcaks not here as a witness, but as a pri-
vate divine. 'True : it forms part of an opinion, of
a method peculiar to imseM of understanding and
applying this passage of St. Paul. If however

ilyou reflecta moment, you will perceive that even

this opinion supposes that in his time the liturgy
then used was generally attributed to the apostics -
for, if it had not beenso attributed, if it had been
generally considered as of later origin, it would
have been most evident to every one that St. Paul
could never have alluded to it when writing to Ti-
mothy : and St. Augustine would not probably have
thrown away his fabour in pursuing an imaginary
and fantastical allusion,by applying the words of the
apostle to the different parts ofa liturgy of which he-
coukl have had no knowledge. The connexion
which the great bishop of Hippn discovers and ex-
plains between the one and the other, supposes then
that in his time it was considered that the liturgy,
as celebrated in Africa, had been known to the
apostle, in all essential points, and this is all the
conclusion I wish to draw from it at present.

Tke ancient author of a work falsely attributed
to Proclus of Constantinople, affirms, that ¢ The
apostles after the ascension of Jesus Christ, before
their dispersion, with one accord betwook them-
selves to prayers for days together, and as they en-
joyed great consolation in the mystical sacrifice of
the bedy of our Lord, they celebrated mass with

many prayers.”’
Saint Celestin jn opposing the errors of the Pel-
agians, referred to the ancient forms of prayer used

!in all the churches of the world, and which he attri-
ibut:d to the apostles,. “‘Let us consult these sa-
il credotal and mysterious collects, which transmitte:

by the apostles to the whole world, are uniformly
recited 1n the universal church, so that the rule of
our prayers becomes that of our faith.”” Whatare
these collects and prayers? Celestin enumerate
them at length. 'They are precisely the same tha
are every where said g uson Good Fridy, for
the unbelicvers, Jews lv-lereti'cs, &c.
Here would be the place to set before you in suc-
respect
nf‘g the apestolicity of their liturgies: but, fearful
of fatiguing your attentjon, I' deem it more advis-
able to refer you for their full deve}o‘perﬂent and de
tail to the end of this letter; you will there discover
the great nationalchurches referring each thejr res-
pective liturgy to one or other of the apostles, from
whom it had received, together with its faith its
furm of public worship, o
‘¥ now come to some indispensable observations
previous to my laying the liturgies open before you,
and before I'develope those decisive coimequen-
ces, which I igtend to draw from them.. Ifinthe
beginning thé apestles had drawn up -a liturgy

with their own hands, it would have been ranked
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amang the inspired and canonical writings- nota
syilabic could have been added or rvetrenched: it
vuuld hiave formed the constant immutatbls law of
*"w utiversal church, all would have beeo uniformi-
" even toa word, in the prayers and also in’ the
« rremonies instituted to accompany the recitation,
I'hearcane diciplne, established by the gpostles
themselves, permits them not to mark itoxt by
vriting any more _than the formularies empluyed
- the administeation of the other sacrements. T

|

0
«nveto ench a copy of them would have betn ex-
~osing them oo much: there remained no other
«cans of securing the transmission of them
10 posterily  thank to  eatrust them lo
the zeal and the memory of their disciples, the bi-

<hiops and priests, untit Providence should pleasc to
graut the Cimech more favorable times.  This was
thi2 plan detertined upon by the apostles, and adop-
1ol by their successors,  OfthisI will giveyoua
tew satisfactory proofs. First, you willhave re-
warked that among all the authors who have attri-
l.uted (he liturgics to the apostles, not ono pretends
to say thatthe apostles ever wrote them ; they all
suppose the gontrary, and some positively declarelit.
St Justiix soys that the presiding minister prayed at
eeat length, as muth in fact as he was able, The
wholeof the prayer therefore was not fixed and de-
termined ; tho formulary was not of so definite and
detcrminate a characler as to admit of no prolunga-
uon or curlaitment. Tertullian clearly testtfies
that the fotmularies of the sacraments and the-man-
ner of edministering them were only known by un-
written tradition.  **Mysteries should nof be com-
mitted to writing, said Origen. Mysleria chartis
non gommittends.”  Had the liturgy been written
sn the time of St. Cyprian, lie would certainly have
avuiled himself ofit, to shew that ‘wine was o be
wixed with water in the chalice, against those
whom he rebukes, and who through  ignorance or
sumplicity offeved only water. *“emust follow,
<nitl he, inevery particulgr the evangelical law,
aad the divine tradition.’” The, gospel informsus
that there was wine inthe chalice which our Lord
cunsecrated ; and we knpw by tradition that this
winewas mixed ,with water. St. Basil most ex-
pressly asser(s svhat Tertullian evidently insinuates.
**¥Which of the saints was it, says, be, that has left
ug in writing the words of invocation to consccrate
the bread of the Eucharist and the cup of benedic-
tion? TFor we do not confine oursclves to the
words givenlin the apostle and in the gospel wo ndd
uvthers both before ond after, as being very eflica«
«ious for tho mysteries, and which have not heen
written;??

Whan, ia the persecution of Diocletian, the -fy-
rant’s officers demanded the-surrender of all thesa-
+ red books and whaiever was employed in tho ser-
vice of the Churches, the traditor bjshops replied ;

* The lectors have all the books . for our parls,
what we have hore, we giveyou,?* ‘They were-the

!

!

'in making the assertion,

Emperar Constantine, pcrcoivsng fhat the number
of the christianshad greatly increased, wiis desitbus
that tho new Churches, raised in consequence of
this vast incrense, shoufid be supplied with the books
necessary for the divine service. he wrofe to Eus-
ebius of Ceesaren, enjoining hintto procure fifty
new copies of the-Bible. Y\'olhing was said about
liturgics, although they would have been necessavy
to ihe servico of . the new Churches, cqually as
much as the Bible and the other things with which
Constantine caused them 16 be supplicd.
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' From the Evangelleal Magazinc.
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY.

The indifficténce manifested by the community
generally, to the movements dnd progress of the
American Biblo Society, is one of the most remat-
kable traits in the religious character of the Amg-
rican people. That a penple proverbialy jealous
of their rights, and cautious of bestowing smonoy
where emolument is not expected, nor the purposes
of charity to be obtaineq, should foster in their- bo-
som an institution which unnuaily draws from them
imuiense sums, and which menacesinits operations
those very rights which are held sodear, isan ano-

Wosay that this iostitution menacas our civil
rights ; ang feel confident that we spealt advisedly
For whatever tends fo
diminish the means of honourable competition a-
mong the citizens of a frce state, docs in the ratio
of'such effect, give exclusive priyileges to some,
at the expence of vthers. This is uiready the fact
in relation to the operations of the American Bible
Society. Underthe speciousaad imposing pre-
tence of publishing Bibles for gratuitous distribu-
tion to thé poor, it bag mort efiectually ‘and trium-
‘pharnitly monopolized the publication of that java-
luablebook ! Thus turping the abgolute charities
of the people into a system of speculation in trade !
For it should be knoswn, (hat Bibles are. seldom e-
ver ; almost never given, even to the gcét}luw.,\ L

We illustrate the monopolizing character of this
institution in the. following. ypanner.  Suppose:a
certain  Bookscller invests ©10,000, being the
whole amount of capital which he can commandin
an edition of the Bible. .Fe depends. entitely for
the refunding of his money, and the support of hie

sacred vessels-which-they blushednotto produce

'The lectorshad charge'of thebooks, from which
‘hey read totlioassémbled christians : now these
! :ctorg never recited the prayers ofthe liturgy, they
therefure could not possess them ; and since these:
tradlitor bishops Asserted that there were no .other
bhooks besides those entrusted to the care of the Jec-
tors, itis evidenftha? the litargies were not written,

family ; on the sale of his Books:  In the mbs~
time, the Bible Seciely cvmmiences operations;
fills every Bookstore ; and .establishes deposito-
ries.in every town, parish and village;-and sellg its
Bibles ior considersbly less than-the cost which'is
incurred by the individual publisier ; but.which
the scciety canawellafford, as the capital“was:giv-
en. ‘The conseyuenteis, our Bookvelley, is-uined
bis Bibles lin-op his shelvesthe sepulchral nionus
mente of his fallexs rights, - and bis family “wants
bread !. wrn s
| -Wo do not-say, that this is yet vealizeg :in all iis
estent ; butwe cgn pointo &b example, whers the
Bibles of & public-spirited anil. enterprisingindic

unsold; While-the society Sreasures-upe ity thous:
ands from the sale of $ko samé article ; ontlie sami
streel.
No
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A Wter factproves this more clearly still, The

monopoly can bemore complete,- N
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malous and remarkoble instance of indifference.—

vidual, remain to gather dust :3f-not to-returmy foit;if

the result of mere accident , it was forescen aud
intended.  And the manage:s of another national
institulion, have assected their determination t
pursue the'same plan ; to publish so many light
works, antt  sell them at so low a grice, as ‘1o
force cut of circulation’ all other similar publica
tions. Were an individual to malke such an avon
al, the public would frown him into oblivion , anu
yet that same public will feed, and caress, and flat
ter an institution which has alveady more than hai.
attained its abject,

‘Fhat the American Bible Sociefy has perverted
the public charity into a trading speculotion, ap
pears from the following facts, For tlic year end
ingttho first of May 1828, it  jesued 184,620 books
of which number it 5014 127,347, and sclually gave
about 7,200 to the destitite!  The ormount from
sales was 844,608, A respectable sum for giving
away 7000 Bibles and Téstaments. This it is Le
lieved, was the first instarice in which- the publi.
were tolil that the Society'sold Bidles.

‘The present year we are favored with another te
port of sales, from which it appears thatthe work
gocs on with great profit,  For the year ending
the first of May, 1829, “this society has issued 200,-
122 bonks, of which it sold 191,974, the amount of
whick was more than §73,688. In the mean time
itdistributedd, gratuitously, 8,148 books,

‘The maner in'which these sales are effected in
certnininsiagees; is” 2 siffiéfent comdment on the
tnoral principles of some’of ‘thé agents - employed
by the sociefy ; and will also.serve to illustrate the
course which it has hitherto encouraged. them o
pursuc": N .o, *AA N4 M - N . ad

In a certain town'in this country,-(Oneida,) the
Minister informed the congregation on Sanday,that
some hirty familiés. were déstitute of the Bible;ani
hat in the courss of thie week; hgshould #isit from
housa to house.for the purpose of oblaining dona-
tions topurchase Bibles fox their supply. He ac-
cordingly did collect money for that putpose, . 1
this be not speculation, and that of the lowest and
most contomptible species, thewgord hasnever been
truly applied.: - oo

-But the praper colour of the: pecunigry policy of
this society; bas becn: recently given ina cerfzin
village-of college-memory, not fifty siles from
Utica. ~A pocr¢oloured- woman, who carns her
daily braad by performing-the common drudgery
of the village; wanted a- bibles <« She accordingly
went to-ohe of the Jonors of the society who Kecps
Bibles fordistribution, aud purchased onglat'a fair
price ¢ . TR

. Suchiow policy rsucli vilamesns (o fll whatis
impiously called ¢ the treasury df thée Liord,’ are on-
Yy paralfeled by the mother?s advice-to0 her sons—
“gek money—get-itzbonestly;ilyou can—but get
money.’ - So.with-{hik nationalsocietw 5 it will beg
money, by everg meats while it can be begpea,
dnd then-cgefmonely ‘
~ Z.cannot concindethis asticle; without urping as
asoleran duly; Ahe necessily ofkeeping-{hissabject:
before thepablic. Tetus numberbefore Mewarla,
{ber abiises Whick have been praclided, andste
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ot is it{lpractising by: this-society—hold up topubdlic indig-



uation and ubliurrenco that pollution of the sacted
name of chanty of which 11 13 guilty , anaken onc
acucraltempest of feehng, which, in Ms progress|
shall sorever dry up the fountains of its wealth, and
1 analy the mmural stmusphero frop, this pestitence o
«rath

+ Dag forth the legal monster into light,

Aad bid tho wicked sce the pauas they, give.”

. From the Irishman
»Lics mixed with truths io words that sary still ;
Of #ac5¢ with news, unknowing curs romo fill. »
Some convey tales, ull in tho teling zrows,
Ang cvery author adds to what he knows.”

Mr. Editor—It1s gravely stated, (for the cphe-
weral newspapers that refail aild contradict count-
icss untryths, are.n. aveighty authority) that the
Pope has pormitted the Catholic Clergy to marry.
‘Ahough thé truth- of this 1s questionable: not only
rom its sotfce being anpoymous, but from-ifg
prima fucie jmprobability ; ‘yet an apprehension

ne respublica quid detrimenti capiat,” influences
mo beretn, iest he. might mske us. pay for his
lundoess—and his act become on¢ of the discrim-
wnating wonders 6f -the age, 1o bo transmitied o
ore distant times, with the discovery. of perpefual
wnotion, and the quadrature of the-circle, which
will certainly. distinguish as as supremely iltumi-
iated-and most happily freed from the- old way- of
thinking.and acting. This apprehension.induces
ine to lay these observations beforo the public, that
they might cq-operate with me in oy humble ef-
forts to prevent the infroduction -of his favour into

= = = e - -
grant must not theso sums of money-be, not taking
info account tbagmxilm ond nurses.  Our goney

distafls, of peos:and spindles, of a perplexing scarch
lf;’x‘éi_:gi:;}p)hpb*.,§i]§bt_ jn-their onglend 6.‘st,.‘.(_:t_:'ix_~‘

¢arning omouics and -omousgios and ;uechli’x!ip&_snis thus upprofitably expenged, ourfinanges. pot s
about thé'qﬂ'gc_k‘,t\ifﬂly‘Turilfbn"lndic"s’ ‘guvhg_ ajnt!_' "wcﬂ"supjtpr(c;}' as thoy would be dp:the dﬁsepp‘ ol
children’s frocks, Betweeu the suddenand ¢ Axalions | this incubus on'the national’ prospérity, Cons;u\]cx
bawling of abids and the solemmiffapsc divne, {fed also how great will not the charge ‘bey il Death.
lullaby of nurses-and the tranquil and porserzed (who is no respector of persons, should make wo ot
jmeditafions on the erhptiness of sublundry 4 03, fone, what will -not ‘bo ghe. congequnca 3, . Troyble
{between delicacy offended at overy turn apd " % yand affliction will.be found in Zion! Her barps
spisitijal breathings of evangelic rapture, atid ne "\\-511_‘1,.,‘},u;1gpn thewillows! Furtherinorc, should
clovation a thoro jugali. und the olevation fo the ;ihe half-resnainiog with us not be safisfed with

pulpit—to sing the praises of the Liofd.too pure for
even thu ange]s in heaven, .

If this ropresentation of incensistencies cotild mot
have availed, I would only have to rely ot -what-1
at present propose, the popular denunciation of the
measure, as interfering with our constitution. Itis
by induction only we come 10 2 knowledge of this,
for.cortainly at fisst-view; whatis ittous? Thatia

should take unto -himself-a lady adjutant in the
ministry, swwho bowover mustaccording to:St. Paul,
2o into church with her bonnet on.. His concupi-

after tho due acd natural revolytiodof months whep
“jam nove progenies cielo -demittilur alfo* it op-
pears that we bave the worst of it, that thute is
accarding fo preity.fespectable évidence, yea truly
and’according to what is geuerally known, a re-
cestity of sending in ribbons, head-dresscs, swath-
ing batids, sweet cakes,. wine, hitle stockings, &z,
&c. Fthink it becofees the duty of every goad citi-

parson sceing that ““the daughitess of men ave fiir*? |

scent predilections concern not ug, but- in. thoend ||

yhaying regovered the rib He originally lost whien
s Adabride

H “Cafin Trons her clozet in his side,”—Hun.
'bn't’s}ibjuﬁ_l from a privato comment given from
above on-fhe 1'Cor. vii, 9, fee} disposed for the
betfer filtcrnative ; should:he feel a pious yeaming
after the lionarable sfaté, sco:{"how great will not
{he chargobé?  ‘The repetition o swéet cakes and
baby - ¢lothes thkes, place -and othor évils Against
which, Mr. Editor, ¥ solicit your -countenance,
nnd that ygu will siot fail {0.0fiposé the Pope in liis

I
|

1

l seefiiln; favor,

When X sat down (o-write thig asticlo, L& spec’
c@ that the matter of it might be a:licax, but as my
penidvanced, on alarm of‘the evils enumerated, in
ilsjirogress mado me 4 little scrious; and conse-
queptly. fo think (hat the afisir is oo serioss to-have
been javented by .persons, whio while. themselves

1 would be epting the kemel, would io fhe irony of

wanfuoness be flinging ilie nutshells gt othiers, Shch
a bardenod pieca of inbumianity, as. wonld be lie

aur country, and tho evil which will result to the
sody politic from this oxtraordinary and undreamed:
oncession, As I have neither timo nor disposition
(andeally:this isnot the occasion or paper suita~
ble:to it) to discuss the .opposile advaniages of!
sclibacy.andthe honorable state. Iiwill abstain
from any reffection ¢fa polemic tendency: satis-
Gied thatthe plain statement.of rea' evils: will
rompensate for the absence of uppecessary argy-’
menf. . .

Had I, Mr. £ditor, been at -Roine at. thie- time
this reputed favor was about.to be granted,an ir~
revereat zeal might have carriedane into, he, papal

zen to preventthe further niultiplication- of thesy
exactions on public benevolence. The Rev. Mrs,
~——=jt acconchapt, immediately is a contribution
levied 1--This extract Yrom -2 ldtc miscellancous
ompilation of much: merit and. popularily -might
cnlighten thocase :a liltle :—*The -merchan? pre-

lekour -of hiy -goutliful parishioners?> The in-

izggidcé hizfelt by. the comuiunity. Desperate, cases

presence so far, 38 1o drop. .2 feyw reflections ifto
..sear on the ineXpediency, asagell. ag the _incon-
.stency of it,  AsYsought for common scnse in

ke Classic sprngs, maugre the: Claesicophobia .of]
acerin.wonder of his age, as'in the dullelongated
andirailing prosings of the puipi, 1 myght have obsf

requitra desperate resolrces, eétne man js.unfitted
because of his biblical abstractions for any-sccular
employment that would.suppost his pignora con-
jugit.. The wantofbread will make 2 map: dete
mine.anany.contrivanee to -arert it, « Greculus
equriens in calumjvsseria ibit 27 Hence wo haxe

served-to lum, as Tully, bas. beforenot ofone Ad-
gur. mecting avother, that Le -did' aot know how
ey refam - from laughnngat - the conseipysness
ol the. relimous imposture practsed Sy.oeachi=zthe
very samgd:mugbthave doge . the proseht eases
mubato nomine, thatl did nulkinpw koW that. e
pertirbable andisaturnine gravity of countcnancs

n the pulpwt could be affected, therein hetore the
nclpmate: kow o pastoral Jeciamation. on thense

young ien’s and young, women’s societics siriviog,

sents him, i, ¢, the Rev. Mr.———q quarler ca's_k; ‘
of maderia, the plapley a brreel of vice, Yhe ladies .
send him swezt-meats, and clf the baby clothes ofhis |
\lehitiren axe made in advancely} by the !

creasing necessities of an incransing family will

!

i
1

peman, W

ey

has Been so guiliy as to have invented it, it mpst
ihen e the fact: againdt which T yse-the publicity

trayed hercip ~akes rop. suppose, that np- person

of your papet,
¢¢Ask, youwhaf provecation have had
The strong.aiitipathy of geod 16 bad.
‘When truth or yirtue an affront endures,
‘The affrontis ming, my friend, & should be yours
Mine, a3 a friend to<very worthy mind;
And mino as men, who feels for ali mankind,”
S MISORSEUDES.
 FRAIFLLI DE MISERICORDIA,

L TE BROTHERROOD OF MEACY.
Fiso of shree days -afler my-arival in Fusa, )
wosdatking,in-thé.streets with an-Halien geoflc
: hen about thirty fellows came.uting the
comes, walking two.and two, not soberly as -pious
folks -move in: procession, but. with stout manly
strifles,. and yearing & disguise of somnsouth afiso
ion.that the moment they cagght my eye ¥ mu!

in the pleasnt zivalries .of ‘Pajchelor and maid.
<omipmitiees, Jifd memberships; and missionary es:
pediions eacumbered.with. imatrimonial bagdage,
made.for.the ostensible purpose of converting these
Satyrs, against whom howevez we are to' furpish
them with fire-axms for fhe _protection of thely
wiyes ;-an jucident similagd:ybich actually ac-
tunlly opcutresismptionedilhe joual -of e

rendgney of theshurman pssiofis-counld; be.caFrisd

shrougiisbefore Siehu w taestiofatheln, eistence inflaposties o, Otgleite, pins of swhodt beibgh ‘
foraFougabatoo, «coneulied slethey they would
tnarch 1o -3¢ with fire-arnis, %nd at last resolved by:

the gowned moralistshimself : 1.30uld” saquire tke]
congigieneyl diving end cchamberipiid 16 .basgk-

dhiipaDuff, which trosperted. from. England some

plained, of suxjtiog sesks andreradlos;iofbiagke:ndy

danajosity of siztethrosingtheufimmize, How

2695

cstined

fored 2, “God bless mo2, avd gsked who- they
were,  They wers, sloatbed i Shck sackcow
fermtepitn toe, gisted und. the, waist, .atd the
hood ot only covered,the hend;, bk fellbefore the
fhcedawn, - ihe breast, with fwe:Swiall peop-tos
for th eyes,, Each camsied.a:zosnry in-bis hand
aud at his shoulders.bote @ broad brinaned, Lt~

¥ Djo mene putrditomchi sono- uesti?> My
Yaliah answched, e LeMfisericordials }fhé%?r .
ot to.tho woid Pikericorda, 6F 1B Mhels sack
clothand rosaties, o botb, o, whot,; & fhow nor.
ibubvithoutdurther question ¥ 2l thex down in my
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mind as penitents on their way to some sort of de-|
votion ; and verysorry I was they could not be|
avhast at their own consciences without wearing so!
frightful an appearance.

It happened within a week thata house underl
repair, on the Lung Arno, fell down with the ex-
ception of the front wall, on the workmen, who had | ;
incautiously disturbed the foundation. I was on;
the opposite side of the river, ignorant of what had,
occasioned the noise and the dense cloud of dust, !
1ill the wind slowly wafted it away, and the. mis-!
chief was clear before me. Four were buried i m,
the ruins, and a fifth clung fo the wall, with his feet
npon the window-sill atihe second story, whither !
Jie had lept from the room at the moment of the
«rash, Ag soon as the panic would allow any one:
tu act, a long ladder lying before the house, w 1s
vaised, and the poer fellow slowly moved from his
situation. As he reached the ground in safety, a
toud bell in the city tolled once, then stopped, and |
nlled again, and Theard the crowd about me say,

- Hark ! there is the bell of the Misericordia ! they |
will soon be here 1> Those in the neighbourhood |
brought ladders of various sizes, and spades and |
pickaxes, to be in readiness. Presently across the
hridge came those black penitents, as I had imaJ
gined them, hastening almost at a run, and bearing!
a litter on their shoulders.  The crowd made way
for them, and they climbed into the ruins at the
* back part ofithe house, with the spades and pick-
axes. From the moment they eame, not a word
was spoken ; all was hushed, even the sorrowful
cries of relations, waited for the event. o a short
time the brothers brought out one of the sufferers
insensible and grievously bruised ; they placed him
in a litter, and bore him to the hospital. By that
fime a party of soldiers arrived, who keptthe crowd
back from the front wall, lest that also should fall ;
while the brothers regardless of the danger, still
worked on, and indefatigable. 1saw three of the
buried workmen brought from the ruins and car-
vied to the hospital ; the fourth was killed, and they
bore away his body on a bier.

!

‘After having witnessed his dauntless and perse-|;

vering canduct on the part of the Brotherhood of
Mercy. 1 was continuslly making inquirics about
them., T was ftold it was
institution, first established in Florence ; that the
others were very numerous inall the Tuscan cities,
and that their duty was to be always ready to suc-
cor any person in distress. ¢ Are fthey priests 2
** No, only a certain number of priests are per
mitted to join them.”” ¢ Then is it not a religious
establishment 2’ ¢ Notatall ; and their charity
is %o general, that they would render the same as-
sistance to you, a foreigner and heretic, as to one
of their Catholic citizens. They never inquire in-

to erecds , it is enough thata fellow being stands in
need of thexr exertions.> )

I'he nexttime their bell tolled I hurried from
my lodging to attend them on their errand.  They

walked very fast, and not a word was spoken. At
a elgn from the chief, the litter from time to time
was changed to different shoulders. I followed
ihemn to the further end of the city, on the south side

jjand Florence, I have watched the prompt attend-

a very ancient||

of the Arno, and they stopped before a little chapel

where a poor woman lay on the steps with her leg
broken. ‘The litter, a covered-one, was placed on
the ground by her side ; then, withoyt a word, but
with the utmost attention and gentleness, they pla-
ced her within it, and immediately it was raised
‘{again upon their shoulders. One of .the brothers
asked her some questions in a whisper, and she re-
plied that she felt no pain, bul was very faint ; upon
which the covering of the litter was pulled higher
up, and as they bore her to the hospital, they stop-
ped {wo or three times at the turnings of the streets,
inorder to dispose the covering sv as to afford her
as much air as possible, and at the same time to
shelter her from the sun.  Such quiet and unaf-
fected benevolence, a tender regard for the ease
and comfort of this poor woman,showed the brothers
to me in another light, ;and I was rejviced to see
that their kindness was equal (o their heroism.—
They nolonger appeared to me so uncouth; as I
continued to walk near them, it struck me there
''was a very benignant expression in a pair of eyes
secn through their sackcloth masks, I also ob-
served, below their habits, that two of them wore
black silk stockings. This rather surprised me ;
but I learnt that a]l ranks of persons-are envolled in
the Misericordia—{radesmen, gentlemen, nobles,
and the grand Duke himself,

Not to detain the reader by paﬂicularizing a va-
riety of circumstanocs, under which both in Pisa

ance of the brothers, 1 procéed to give you a short
historical account of the institution. This hasbeen
done, and in the highest terms of praise, by the late
Professor Pictet, in the ¢ Bibliotheque Universel-
le”’ for 1822 :and it appears he was the first travel-
ler who considered them worthy of such notice.—
Upon reference to several Italian works, and espe-
cially to that of Placido Landini, T am sorry to ob-
serve many inaccuracies in the professor’s account.
I shall therefore follow those writers who have de-
rived their information directly from the arehives of|
'the cstablishient ; adding to them what I have
"learnt through the kindness of several gentlemen,;
“Capi di Guardia’ to the company.

Those who contend we excel our forefathers in
:humanity and charity willbe surprised. to hear that
Ithe (‘omp'lgma della Miseriocordia, the most con-
-spicuous, even in the present day, for those virtuus,
has existed for nearly six hundred years within thef
walls of Florence. It was established in 1240
and its origin was extremely curious. At that pe-
riod of the Rupublic, when the citizens were ac

quiring immense profits from the manufactures of
woullen cloth, the country porters were numerous
and usually took their stand round the ¢hutch of the
Baptistry near the Cathedral. Infact, for the most
part, they live there ; and during the infervals of]
of work, they ate their meals and drank their wine
or played at various games, either on the Piazzi,or
in these sheds erected for their accomodation, One
among them, Pierodi Luca Borsi an old devout
man, was highly scandalized at the cursing and
swearing of his companions. Therefore, as their
elder, he proposed that he who should hereafter |
take God’s or 1be Vn-g\n sname in vain, should be

mulcted to the amount of a craiza, (three farthings)
and that the said craiza should be dropped through
asmallholein a certamn box, so that an end might
be put to such vain and sinful conversation, To
this the porters agreed,. and the. difficulty of con-
quering a bad hibit caused the box to be well
nigh filled. Piero then reminded them that, for
the benefit of their souls, the coutents of the box
ought to be employed in acts of charity, and made
the following proposal : ¢* Let us,” said be, ¢ pur-
chase with part of this moncy six litters, toserve for
the six divisions of the city, and let us in turns at-
tend with them. Thus we shall be in readiness to
carry to their houses, or to the hospital, all those
who may be taken with sudden illness, or who fall
from a scaffolding, or otherwise be grievously in-
jured in our streets, and stand in need of their fel-
low-creatures’ assistance ; and we will also carry to
the churchcs the bodies of such as nay fall down
dead, or be slain, or be drowned ; and let us agrec
that for cach several journeys of thm sort, the por-
ters shall receive a guilo, (six pence,) from the
box.”” This not only met with approbation, but,
each individual took an oath te ohserve it.  Theijr
labors began, and they pursued them with so much
diligencé and charity, (says their chronicler,) that
every man in the city greatly applauded these por-
ters, scmetimes offering them threc guili as'a pre-
sent, for a single journey ; but this the old man,
Piero, would not allow, bidding them perform their
duty cheerfully, and without bribes, and to wait
for their farther reward in elernity.

Such was the commencement of toe Mnsencor-
dia, a society that has never relaxed in its zeal,
throughso many centuries, and under all the chan-
ges of government. Whatever enemy entered
Florence, these brothers and their property were
alwaysrespected. The French, their last invaders,
did more,—they intrusted them.with a set. of keys
to the city gates,. that they might not be 1mpedcd
in their labours ; and Napoleon was proparing to
estabhsh asimilar institution in Paria, when hisown
downfall put en end to the scheme, ;
¥

ORIGINAL. ‘

THE PAPAL SUPREMACY.

~———— The Cutholic left  unaltempted what he
full well knows 10.be unanswerabls ::that is, an ar-
ticle on papal supremacy, which the Christian Sen-
tinel of August 5, tells us, appeared io his paper of
April 8, but which we bave never seen. In the
absence therefore of this incomparable atticle, con-
taining at last the grand desideratum. of protestar-
tism, its ne plus ulira argument against the popc’s
authority ; we shall still continue to argue the
point, as adhuc sud judice; and not withoul the
hope too of proving it invincibly onthe very grounds
on which the Sentinel thinks he stenis secure,
namely : the sure wawrant of ccnpturc, and the
history of the primitive church.

But first we would ask lnm does he realry.
mean to say that the Church, the Saviow’s visiblo
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kingdcn here on carth, should have no visible head
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at all 2—who ever heard of a visible hingdom, with-
sut a visible King ? of a government without a go-
vernor? of an army without a commander ? ofa fa-
wndy without a father 2 of a visible Lody without
usiblehead 7 The thing were monstrous ; and
wiee, to avod it, his own uational parliamentasy |
- hurch has run into the equally monstrous extrems:
ny adapting two heads to its pigmy slature; a su-
weme one in the Sovereign, man, woman or child;
sl a subordinate onc in her primate, the Arch
Bistiop of Canterbury.  We should usk Lim again,
s lic holds his national church to be the anly true
«e 3does he {hen consider this head of hers, as
‘he head of Christ’s church, or spiritual Lingdom
Leie on carth ;as that must be, which is 2he only
rre chursh? We believe him too wise to. make
»ut by an asseition ; then let him say who is her vi-
sz hieag 5 for s a visible budy, she must have one.
e perhaps will teil us that Christ himself is the
«nly head of hischurch on carth.  He is indecd her
nvisible one ; & (s the soul is of the Body;) Ler
upreme ruler, enlivener, director and preserver.
tut a visible body, which she is, not tobe a mon-
strous one, requires aleo a v:sible head : though en-
lowed with an invisible soul, to govern supremely,
nd direct it in all its movements and functions.
Such, according to St. Paul, is the mystical body
f Christ, his churz" ; and all the faithful over the
whele world, (not those of England, or Scotland

UPPLIR CANADA HERALD.

We are truly astonished that our neighbour, the
U. C. Hcrald, should Le so unacquainted wilh
the wolorious workings of the Bible Sodiety, as to,
question the truth of what wo advanced conccrningl

‘The 320 number of the Cristian Sentinel, con-
taining tho irrefutablearticls againstthe Pope’s su-
premacy, hes been transiitted to us by the Jodi-
tor 3 though not in sv handsome a way as we should
have expected ; for though wo liad clearly enough
perceived from his stile and argumentation, that e
was no scholar ; we never before doubted bis being
a gentleman, Iis paper was dirccted to us on the
outside cover, as {ollows : —* This confawns the
article on Papal Supremacy - and the Post-Master

fif Kingston is wequested to convey it safely to
Tue Caritovric; lest he should not get it, und
camplain of neglect.””  On this we need ven‘urey
no futher comment, than merely tv observe that i,
is chicfly by such sudden, unguarded freaks, thei
real churacter is displayed.

With regard to the point in question, the p spal
supremacy, which indeed is amost impottan. and
fundomental one; aflermaking a.few strictures un
the Sentincl’s boasted article, just sufficient to shew
forth its absurdity: ‘and the ignorunce, bag taste
and weak reasoning puwers of its author;—We
shall pass onto consider this momentous subject in
a scriptural and historical light; and leave the chris-
tian publicto judge how,far the Church of England’s
champion inthese provinces hag, in our parliamen-
iy, or rather pawn-broking phiase, redecmed his
pledge, and proved his cause invincible.

only, ) its visible menbers.—1, Cor, 13, 27.

"The Scntinel’s church is stiled, the Churck of}

Fngland : not of Eugland’s people, (the great bulk
-1 whom are not of her communion ; or hold to her
nly by their tythe and cess~connection,) but of]
{Sngland’s Government ; and hence, as the crea-~
ure, s0 isthe cherished pet, and priviledged favour-
‘te of that government, whereverits sectariar sway
and influence prevail.  But were she even in the
amoplest sense, and quite exclusively the chureh of|
£ngland ; will any one, cven the Sentinel himself,
user Canadian Panygerist, affirm her to be the only
«<hurch, andsole visible kingdom on earth of bim
who is the King of Kings, and Lord of Lordst
His spiritual kingdom embraces all nations:; forto
all the nations were his Apostlessent. G, said he
to them, and teoch all Nations. His church is

hen not the church of this or that, but of every na-|| i

‘ion under the sun. Aand who does not know that
his canbe no other (han the Roman Catholic, or
{niversal Church ; she being the only one to be
et with every where, and always the same : the
nly one which has alweys existed, and still ex-
isting in every place ; even where protestantism has
never yet appearcd, and also wherever it does now
appeat in all it reformed & reforming discordan-
+y. This is therefore the only church worthy of
him, whois the common Lord of all. This is his
<piritual kingdom bere below ; governcd, as visible
hy his visible representative, or Vice Gerent, her
hicf Pastor; inunion with her other lawfufly
~otamissioned and sub-ordinate clergy ; her bishops
wnd priests in their respective departments; cach
within the precinets of bis own particular jurisdic-
‘ian,
Te be continusd.

“f{He seeme, 10 life restor’d; the muggot’s prey.

e e )
IGNORANCE AND THE VICES.
A M. S. POEM.

Continued.

See with th’ intewmp’rate God Silenus drench’d,

gill in the draught his reason’s flame is quench’d

eeling and stagg’ring on, with giddy poise,
He fall:. and mutiers madnéss where he lies.
With filth besmear’d, ho strives, butstrives in vain
Erect his manly posturc to regain :
Bruiz’d, numb’d, or drowning, feels the mortal throc,
Uncons?ious verging on to endless woe
Or, should be ’scape : bis loathings sick confess
How life he shortens by the vile excers.
Tis pleasure’s stiog, that gives the frantic joy,
Sure in the end his comforts $0 destroy.
Who so, bnt fiends, conld rational man degrade ;
And make him reckless brave such dangers dread.
Nsﬁ, gloping boast : his shame, the base exploit :
And 10 it place his pride and chigf delight 1

Ax for the shambles fatted, sleek and fair,

Next viepr the glutton gorg’d with dainties rare :
sppy he seems : nor other care has he,
But yhen to feast ; and what his fare roay be.
Yet, with the macats, that most bis palate please,
Arc mix’g the seeds of adire disease
For, at bis board presides the tempting fae,
In pleasure’s form ; and plans biy-future woe :
His poison o’er the cholcest viauds flings :
Wheace susfeat foul snsues ;3 and gout, thatstings
And feyer lights ber fast consuming flame :
And morbid huraours mine bis shrinking frome :

Or rushing apoplex our feaster:
O’cxwhd&n%oguddcn, swuys'g;m earth away.

Nor :hq, by lust fram reason's precinets led,
Are less to p! aexes 0s’d; and dangers dread ¢
Whether they break the fence of wedded love,
And allan isjur’d husband’s vengeanct prove -
Or, like the brutes, contendiny fortheir mate,
In “’ﬂg,',; f‘trife tl::]v madl }t‘u‘npt %;xr fate

Y no rivals. spoil their joys ;
Disease waylays ghem,P:nd théir bliss destroy =

This Florio found ; 2 youth of besuty raze 5
And Jong theidol of th' admiring fair.
Like death embodied, pow hic moves along,
And'seares with carrion lobk thepassing throng
With al} his featuzes fine dissolv’d away,.
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themn ina late number of ouc pcrindicnl.-~])«1ilor.'|

"1 Hon. James Cuthbest ,....:

i 4}'cx1 view, by nv.‘r_ice sway’d, tho wretehied erew
. Curs’d maust, w hed gain'd the object they pursuc.

Qri

. ppus, when yourg, was not ungen’tous thouzhe
What o

1 his mind such wocfol ohange bas wronght ¢

' An aunt’s cstate bequeath’d, and bags of goid. —

| These with their keeper av’rice, taok such Liold

OF all his soul’s affection, that not more

Sceks he on earth, but how t' augment bis store
Relations, fricnds, acquaintauce, ev'n himself,
Heall negleets 5 nor cares but for his pelf s

Couuts it by day, and adds some sorry mite :

‘Then slecpless o'er st keeps his wateh by naght
Grudges the necdful pittance to supply

His dady wants, that cost himmany 2 sigh.

Sa thin and thread-bare clad, the frame he shoars
Wastes in proportion as his treasuro growa.

His far caceeds the penitence severe,

i For Heav'n endur’d by rigid Cordclicr.

i Though death, lic kunivs, will make him all unclasy,

' Igb'lmarded wealth 5 and break his ling'riug grasp
Urg’d by the fiend, whe marks hum for fiis prey,

He bastes tho fate he'd shun, or would dclay.

- Waunt, though herself not of the fienday tribe,
st chpns{q most with av’rice to abide ;

! And with him leagues our species to betray,
«I1is Jacka), scrving to decoy his prey.
I Paints out fiis shining hoanf, aond bids us dare

Taseize the whole ; or snatch at least a share.

"Tis al a gilded snare, set Ly the foe,

Sure, once if rashly touch’d, to work our woes
v

. They tao, wham envy’s wiih’ring spell has bound.
\ jaundic'd, pining, wreiched crew are found.

At other’s weal their hearts with anguish smart ;

And scenes of bliss but grief to them impart.

‘Their cv’ri’t\nurcc of joy is drained quite,

Savethat, ke fiends, in mischief they delight.

To be continucd
M
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