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MR. JOHN JESSOP.

The nble and energetic Superiutendent of Education for the Pro-
vince of British Columbia is a native of the County of Norfolk,
Eungland, where be was born in 1829, He came to Canada at the
uge of eighteen, and settled down for a time to a life of toil in what
was then the backwoods of the County of Ontario, where he
remuined till 1858. In that year, compelled by a period of illness
to give up physical labour, he attended for one session the Provin-
cial Normal School in Torounto, and having obtained a certificate
he commenced teanching in the County of Durhiam. In 1855, he

soent u second session at the Normal School, and afterwards con-
The gold fever had bro-

tinued to teach till he left the Province.
ken out the year before in the
Fraser River region, and this
circumstance no doubt led to
a revival of public interest in
the great Northwest. More
for the sake of seceing the
country than of engaging in
‘the search tor gold, Mr. Jessop
made up his mind to seek the
Pacific coast, and in May,
1859, he commenced the over-
land journey. The voyage frem
Collingwood to Fort Willinm
was made in the iron steamer
Rescue, then cdommanded by
Cuptain Dick; and the route
from Fort William to Fort
Garry was traversed on foot
or in canoes. The journey
was made long Lefore the
Dawson Road was in existence,
and occupicd a whole month.
The route followed was for the
most part coincident with the
line of the so-called Dawson
Road- -up the Kaministiquia,
across by portages to Rainy
Lake, and down the river of
tho same name to the Lake of
the Woods. From Rat Port-
asge the voyageurs followed
the Winnipeg River to its
mouth, crogsed Lake Winunipeg to the mouth of Red River, and
ascended thence to Fort Garry. The site of the now busy and
populous city of Winnipeg was then almost free from houses, and
though there were many farms along Red River, there were com-
paratively few settlers up the Assiniboine.

After remaining at Fort Garry a month, to recruit and lay in
supplies, Mr. Jesso]: started for the Pacific with a single companion.
When they reached Fort Ellice, however, they fell in with half-a-
dozen adventurers of various nationalities from St. Paul. The
latter had been swindled by some enterprising colonization agent,
and were ready to go anywhere in search of a livelihood. The
journey towards the setting sun was made up the Assiniboine and
Qu’Appelle Rivers to the Big Bend of the Saskatchewan, and thence
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up the Belly River toward tii» point where the forty-ninth parallel
crosses the Rocky Mountni's. For seven weeks the travellers
found themselves traversing the buffulo country, and they were
thus enabled to save u considerable portion of the flour they had
brought with them from Fort Garry. It was fortunate that they
diad 8o, for they found the means of subsistence more difficult to
procure ss they approached the mountains. Falling in with a
tribe of Blackfeot near the boundary, they were kindly treated,
and a Kootenay Indian, whom they found about to return to his
tribe, conducted them through the Boundary Pass to the west side
of the mountain range. ‘The party had by this time broken up,
and Mr. Jessop and his comrades reached Fort Colville on the fifth
of November. This old Hudson Bay Fort is now abandoned, its
place being taken by Fort
Shepherd, on the Columbia,
just north of the forty-ninth
parallel.  Fort Colville was
750 miles from the mouth of
the Columnbia, aud the journey
from there Gown to San Fran-
cisco, and up to Victoria, oceu-
pied the rest of the time till
the beginning of 1860.
Arrived at the latter place,
Mr. Jessop found employment
for three months in the office
of the now defunct Gazette,
before spending a fruitless
year in the Cariboo mining
region. He returned to Viec-
toria, and entered once more
into the journalistic field. The
Daily Press was started by
him, in company with a Mr.
McClure, who at a subsequent
date immortalized himself in
the colony by talking against
. time in the Legislative Assem-
A bly for the larger part of
. \ N twenty-four hours, the balance
AL of tho day having been filled
l\\\\:“ ‘ up by one of the present mem-
A \\ bers for Victoria in the House
: of Commons, Mr, Amor de
Cosmos. The object in view
wag to prevent the passage of a measure to which they were
opposed, and in this they were triumphantly successful. As an
illustration of the hardships amidst which the work of publication
was carried on, it is only necessary to state that while one of the
partners was composing the leading articles in the double sense of
the term—that is, composing them mentally and setting them up
in type at the same time—the other was doing the same with the
news columns, In the autumun of 1861, Mr. Jessop commenced a
private school, whioh he kept in operation for three or four years.
In 1866, the Legislature of Vancouver Island, then separate politi-
cally from British Columbia, created a rudimentary school system,
which subsisted till the union of the Provinces in 1868. During
¢these two years, and down to the entrance of British Columbia into
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the Dominion in 1871, whon for the first time responsible govern-
mont, was fully concoded, he continued to act as Priucipal of the
Victorin Public School. During the first session of tho Loceal
Assombly the school system: now in forco was adopted, tho then
Provincial Secretary, A. Ruck Robertson, Q.C., being the framer
of the measure. Under it, Mr. Jessop becamo Provincial Superin-
tendent of Education, and he discharged the laborious duties of
his office unaided until he was supplied last year with a Deputy, in
the person of Mr. Robert M. Clemitson. It should be added that
he married, in 1868, n Miss Faussette, who at tho time kept a pri-
vato school in Victoria.

Mr Jessop made an unsuccessful attempt to onter public life in
1870. In that yoar he contested the District of Vancouver as a
candidato for a seat in the House of Commons, but was defeated by
& Narrow najority.

G>leanings.

EDUCATIONAL APHORISMS.

From the Cyclopaedia of Education, E. Steiger, New York.
LANGUAGE.

Things and words should be studied together, but things es-
pecially, as being the object both of the understanding and of
Janguage.—Comenius.

He who has no knowledge of things will not be helped by a
knowledge of words.—Luther.

The signs of thoughts are so intimately associated with thought
itsclf, that the study of language, in its highest form, is the
study of the processes of pure intellect. — Everetl.

Speech and knowledge should proceed with equal steps.—
Comenius.

We cannot express in words the thousandth part of what we
actually think, but only a few points of the rapid stream of
thought, from the crests of its highest waves.— Zschokke.

Language is the sheath in which is kept the sword of the mind;
the casket in which we preserve our jewel; the vessel in which
we secure our drink ; the store-house where we lay up our food.—
Lather.

Thinking is aided by language, and, to a great extent, is depend-
ent upon it as its most efficient instrument and auxiliary.— Potter.

SELF-EDUCATION.

The primary principle of education is the determination of the
pupil to self-activity—the doing nothing for him which he is able
to do for himself.— Hamilton.

The peculiar importance of the education of childhood lies in the
conside.ation, that it prepares the way for the subsequent self-
education of manhood.—Currie.

Self-activity is the indispensable condition of improvement ; and
education is only education—that is, accomplishes its purposes,
only by affording objects and supplying materials to this spontan-
eous exertion. Strictly speaking, every man must educate himself.
— Hamalton.

The child learns more by his fourth year, than the philosopher
at any subsequent period of his life; he learns to fix an intelligent
sign to every outward object and inward emotion, by a single im-
pulse imparted by his lips to the air.— Everett.

If all the means of education which are scattered over the world,
and if the philosophers and teachers of ancient and modern times
were to be called together, and made to bring their combined ef-
forts to bear upon an individual, all they could do would be to af-
ford the opportunity of improvement.—Dcgerando.

HINTS IN TEACHING.

1. Never attempt to conduct a recitation withoul special prepara-
tion. Always decido before beginning, what to do, how to do it,
and what to do next. Aim at something. The bow drawn at a
venture seldom does much execution. Don’t allow yourself to be
diverted from your aim by chance remarks or incidents. Even a
faulty plan, if adhered to, is better than none at all. When the
recitation is finished, if your children cannot state clearly what
they have learned, consider the exercise a failuro.

2. A4s a rule, stand when conducting a recitation. You are mere
likely to be alive yourself, and to infuse spirit and animation into

your pupils. If they see you * taking it easy,” they will be apt to
do tho same. Clfildren are great iniitators ; and enthusiasm, like
yawning, is wonderfully contagious. Of the two, a noisy recitation
18 decidedly preferable to & sleepy one; and remember that the
hum of business is not, necessarily, disorder.

8. Never break inupon a recitation to attend to matters of discip-
line. 1 refer not simply to formal punishments, but to the num-
berless little interruptions that some teachers subject themsolves
to. “ Mary, sit ronnd in your seat.”” ¢ John, put that knife away,
and attond to your geography,” etc. If the mischiel is not very
serious, take no, or little, notico of it till you have finished your
exercise.  You will thus be able to make your teaching more in-
teresting, and so cure the disease, may be, without a local applica-
tion.

4. Never raise your voice aliove the common conversational tone.
If you do, you will be likely to get angry, and then make a fool of
vourself in public. The wise teacher who sees an evil, will do one
of two things : if the evil can be cured, he sots himself guictly and
persistently at work to do it ; if it caunot be cured, but must be
endured, he makes the best of it, and devotes his time and strength
to more promising subjects, In no case does ho fume and fret and
scold about it.

5. Never wlip, or resort to any severe punishment il the day after
the offence was comnitted. By so doing you will generally avoid
punishing at all.  You may find you wore mistaken in the pupil,
the act, or the intont. You will be able to reflect, and act calmly
and justly. Put yourself in the pupil’s place. Remember chil-
dren are not vipers or devils, and most of their troublesomre pranks
are the outcome, not of malicious premeditation, but of fun—nom-
paratively innocent,—combined with a thoughtlessness not un-
reasonable when their youth and inexperience are considered.
Reformation can generally be brought about in a better way than
by scolding and flogging.

6. Teach your pupils habits of personal neatness.  See to it, ina
kindly way, that no child will be willing to enter the school-room
in the morning without first having washed his face and hands,
brushed his hair, clothing, and shoes, and cleaned his teeth and
finger-nails. Do it very kindly and discreetly, by speaking in a
general way to the wholo school, and, as occasion requires, to the
pupil privately. However, I may as well say that the only effec-
tual way to do this is by example, and no teacher whose own
finger-nails are habitually in mourning need hope for much success
in this department.—Necuw England Journal of Education.

WHY SHOULD TEACHERS BE TRAINED 1

Dr. Armastrong in the Teachers’ Monthly, says :

If learning a subject be all that is nceded in order to wach it suc-
cessfully, then, having teeth extracted should be enough to :make
the patient a practitioner in this department of dentistry. But,
beforo any one would submit his eye-teeth to the forceps of such a
graduate, would he not require that a little professional education
in the art of handling his instrument of torture be added to the
sympathy which his own experience may have taught him to feel
for his patient? 1t is cruel to the teacher as well asto his pupils to
send him to do his difficult and important work of teaching with so
little idea of the nature and objects of hislabors as he has been able
to obtain in his preliminary studies.

Before the sculptor began hir work upon the block of marble, he
had an angel in it. He had a clear idea of what he wanted to form.
He studied the capabilities of the block, and discovered what it
would make. Now he can apply his instruments understandingly.
The rough angles are carefully and tenderly hewn off. The figure
takes shape by degress. The limbs are soonfree, and the arms and
hands relieved from durance. At length the features begin to beam
with intelligence and love—the angel stands before him. How
often the teacher, intent on making his work a success, commences
his operations on the human being: under his hand, without much
thought of what he ought to develop, or any sufficient knowledge
of the delicate and scnsitive material awaiting his skill. He sees
no angel in it, He has no ideal before him, toward the development
of which his labors tend, and has little thousht of what will be the
result of his work. Should he succeed in terching cortain facts and
principles which he himself has been taught, he, in all honesty,
cor&sidexis that he has dono his whole duty to his class, faithfully
and well.
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Misspent EveENnIngs.—Tho boy who spends an hour each even-
ing lounging idly on the street corners, wastes in the course of a
yoar threo hundred and sixty-fivo precious hours, which, if applied
to study, would familiarize him with the rudiments of almost any
of tho familinr sciences. If, in addition to wasting an hour each
evening, he spends ten cents for a cigar, which is usually the case,
the amount thus worse than wasted would pay for ten of the lead-
ing periodicals of the country. Boy, think of these things. Think
how much time and money you are wasting, and for what 2 The
gratification afforded by the lounge on the corner or thecigar is not
only temperrary, but positively hurtful. You canpot indulge in
them without injuring yourselves.  You acquire idle and wasteful
habits which will cling to you with each succeeding year. You
may, in after life, shako them off, but the probabilities are that the
habits thus formed in early life will rewain with you to your dying
day. Bo warned, then, in time, and resolve that as the hour spent
in idleness is gone for ever, you will improve each passing one,
and thereby fit yourself for usefulness and happiness.—Exchange.

WRiTING FoR THE PRESS.—Wasto no time on introductions.
Don’t begin by laying out your subject like a Dutch flower garden,
or telling your motives for writing. The key note should be
struck, if possible, in the very first sentence. A dull beginning
often damns an articlo; a spicy one whets the appetite, and com-
mends what follows to both editor and reader. Above all, stop
when you are done. Don’t let the ghost of your thought wander
about after the death of the body. Don’t waste & moment's timeo
in vindicating your production, against editors or critics, but ex-
pend your energies in writing something which shall be its own
vindication.—Exchange.

EpucatioNn.—Accustom a child as soon as he can speak to
narrate hig little oxperiences, his chapter of accidents, bis griefs,
his fears, his hopes; to communicate what he has noticed in the
world without, and to what he feels struggling in the world within.
Anxious to have something to narrate, he will be induced to give
attention to objects around him, and what is passing in the sphere
of his observatiou, and to observe and note events will become one
of his first pleasures; and this is the groundwork of the thoughtful
character.— Exchange.

Saxonv.—Le Progrés, of Brussels, states that, last December,
there was founded at Dresden an institution which evidences, on
the part of the Saxon people, a profound love for teachers and a
great solicitude for those who devote themselves to this laborious
career: itis an establishment, under the patronage of the Prince
George, where fernale teachers of any creed may obtain board and
lodging, as long as they are out of employment, at the very mod-
erate price of 1.87 francs, or about 85 cents, per diem. The found-
ers of this excollent institution propose to annex to it an asylum for
female teachers, superannuated or infirm.

—Superintendent W. T. Harris said in his recent address before
the Spelling Reform Association: ¢‘In this matter we of St. Louis
can speak with positive experience. In the fall of 1866 the phonetic
modification of the alphabet, as invented by Dr. Edwin Leigh, was
tried in one of our public schools as an experiment, and the follow-
ing year it was adopted throughout the Public Schools of this
city, where it has ever since retained its place. By this
system the child has a perfectly phonetic alphabet in so far
as ‘ono sound for each character’ is copcerned, altbough
it violates the third law of Latham in having more than
one character for the same sound. Yet, eveu with this,
we find the following advantages in the system, which is still in
use with us after ten years: 1.  Gain in time—a saving in one year
out of the three years usually occupied in learning to call off easy
words at sight. 2. Distinct articulation, the removal of foreign
accent and of local and peculiar intonations. 8. The development
of logical power of mind in the pupil. He can safely be taught to
analyze & word into its sounds and to find the letters representing
them, whereas with the ordinary orthography it is an insult to bis
raagon {0 assure him that a sound is represented by any particular
letter. Hence, analytical power is trained instead of mere memory
from the day of his entrance into school—and analytic power is the
basis of all thinking activity.”

—Teaching is an art. Men don’t pick up art skill without much
close study and patient toil. To teach is not like pouring grain

into the hopper of a mill. To teach is to dovelop, to train, to
make men wiser, better, purer, happier and the music teachetr has
much of this work to do. To teach, requires moro than mere
knowledge affords, more than & mere acquaintance with the aubject
to be taught. He who aims to train the minds and hears of
pupils, ought to know something about the mind and heart ot the
pupil.  The man of great knowledge is not necessarily qualified to
teach because of his learning, no moro than he m:y be gifted to
speak in public. 'To possess or to acquire knowledge is one thing,
to impart it to others is quite another. Yet fow will agree to this
fact.— Brainard’s Musical Monthly.

—A project is on foot to hold an educational conference, com-
posed of English and American teachers, and friends of education,
in England, during the coming summer. It is assumed that a
largo number of persons interested in education will visit the ex-
position at Paris, and in so doing will pass through England ; and
it is thoucht that in this cnse it could be made convenient and
pleasant to stop a few days in London, or some other suitable
place, and make the acquaintance of, and hold counsel with, their
English brethven. We vote for the conference. We think it
would do good. And the only difiiculty in the matter is, as it
oceurs to us, whether there can be assembled in England at any
one time a representative body of American educators.—Penn.
School Journal.

—Some years ago, the late Horace Mann, the eminent educator,
delivered an address at the opouning of some reformatory institu-
tion for boys, during which ho remarked that if only one boy was
saved from ruin, it pays for all the cost and care and labor of es-
tablishing such an institution as that. After the exdrcise had
closed, in private conversation, a gentleman rallied Mr. Mann upon
his statemont, and said to bim: *Did you not color that a little,
when you said that all expense and labor would be repaid if it only
saved one boy?” *Not if it was my boy,” was the solemn and
convincing reply.

—The chief ground upon which I venture {0 recommend that the
teaching of elementary physiology should form an essential part
of any organized course of instruction in matters pertaining to
domestic economy, is that a knowledge of even the elements of this
subject supplies those conceptions of tl e constitution and mode of
action of the living body, and of the nature of health and disense,
which prepare the mind to receive instruction from sanitary science.
—Prof. Huzxley.

—Ayoung man was teaching in a district school when one day the
following conversation took place: Teacher (to a little girl whom
he sees weeping violently) —* What isthe matter, Fanny?” Fanny
—s Je—Jo—Je—Jobuny's tryin't—t—to kiss ——”" Teacher (in-
terruptingly)—Johnny,were youtryingto kiss Fanny ?” Johnny—

“No, sir.””  Teacher—* But she says you were.” Funny—*No—
n—no, sir. He w—w—w—was t—t—t—tryin’ to kiss M——M—
Maggie J—Jackson.”

—Al] clementary instruction is wasted unless it leads to some-
thing practical. The study of drawing is a very broad one in
application to practical life ; and no course of instruction can be
satisfactory that does not embrace its scientific and practical features
as g basis. The study of drawing, as now taught in the public
schools of the country, can be regarded as neither an amusement
or an accomplishinent. It is industrial in its character.

Industrial drawing does not mean picture drawing, or the drawing
of the human figure, or birds, animals or miscellaneous objects
generally, in the elementary instruction. Industrial drawing
teaches the principles of design, as applied both to the form and to
the decoration of all manufactured objects—develops the taste, the
imagination, and the inventive faculties, and in such a way as to
benefit every one who has to do with form, either as producer,
merchant, or consumer.—Dr. Hupp in Virginia Journal of Educa-
tion.

—The following incident happened in one of the public schools
in this city: Teacher—* Define the word excavate.” Bcholar—
«Tt means to hollow out.” Teacher—¢ Construct a sentence in
which the word is properly used.” Scholar—* The baby excavatee
when it gets hurt.”—New England Journal of Education.
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SUMMER NORMAL CLASSES.

It is & common practice in some parts of the United
States for teachers to organize a norwal class for special in-
struction in certain subjects during their vacation. There are
some subjects, such as Drawing, Music, Drill, Writing, Elocu-
tion, etc., which have not yet been at all fai~ly taught in our
schools, and most teachers FEEL and many acknowledge their
inability to teach these subjects properly. By means of these
vacation classus they can obtain the necessary instruction to
enable them to do so. A cbeerful retired place is usually se-
lected for the class, and only a portion of the time devoted to
study, the remainder being occupied by recreation and rest.
If any Canadian teachers desire to make suggestions regarding
such classes, they may do s0 in the JOURNAL.

DISHONESTY AT EXAMINATIONS.

Owing to certain irregularities in connection with the Inter-
mediate Examination at St. Thomas, in July, 1877, which
were investigated by Mr. Buchan, High Scbool Inspector, an
Order in Council was passed to prevent the issue of Interme-
diate Certificates to the candidates concerned, and taking away
the Government grant for them from the St. Thomas High
School Board. The High School Board of St. Thomas peti-
tioned the Minister of Education for the withdrawal of the
Order, and were sucessful, as the following resolution passed
at the last meeting of the Board will show :

* Resolved, that the thanks ot the Board be tendered to Dr.
Wilson, M.P.P., for lus successful exertions in obtaining a recon-
sideration and reversal of the Order in Council tak.ng away the
certificates of soveral teachers who bad obtained the same at the
last intermediate examinations and withdrawing the Government
grant to the Board for said pupils.”

Of course, forgiveness is not extended to those pupils of St.
Thomas High School who had possession of the examination
papers before the examination.

It will doubtless be felt by some, that the Minister of Edu-

cation was undnly lenient in his punishment of the offending
candidates of July, 1877 ; but it must be remembered that the
papers had been purchased for some years before the examina-
tions were held. It was therefore impossible to detect all the
offenders, and it would scarcely have beea fair to punish the
few with the clear conviction that the many were escaping.
It was the knowledge of the fact, that the papers had been ob-
tained in former years, which led the students of 1877 to try to
obtaia them. They have received more punishment alrcady
than many others equally guilty, because their names have
been published to the world in a most undesirable connection, and
they have lost the certificates for which they wrote. Nodoubt
all honest teachers sincerely wish that all whoever had papers
Lefore the examinations took place could be convicted of their
wrong-doing. 'We join them in that wish. As this could not
be, however, wo think the Minister acted wiscly as well as
charitably in allowing the convicted students of 1877 the pri-
vilege of writing agnin for certificates.

In the case of Intermediate Examinations it is of the utmost
importance that great care be exercised by Public Schoel In-
spectors in selecting the presiding examiners, when it is neces-
sary to have substitutes appointed. There has undoubtedly
been considerable laxity on the part of some *‘substitutes” and
even some Ingpectors in the past. Some men have such un.
bounded confidence in the integrity of candidates. It is o
matter of deep regret that they are not always worthy of the
confidence so innocently reposed in them. High School Masters
cannot always be blamed, when their pupils act improperly at
an examination. They are not allowed to be in the room while
the examination is going on. True, they should train their
pupils to be horest and manly; but a pair of practical eyes
will do much more to make pupils honest at an examination
than any theories. No honest boy or man either fears to be
watched.

We have no fears that the Minister of Education will ce-
peat his leniency in dealing either with High School pupils or
candidates for certificates. Any communication in an examina-
tion hall should lead at once to the expulsion of the offender.
The regulations are quite clear on this poeint, but regulations
need to be carried out by trustworthy and competent examiners.
The Department should satisfy itself thoroughly as™to the fit-
ness of every substitute before he is nppointed. We would be
glad to see a law placed on the F.atute Book, making it a
felony to sell examination papers before the date when they are
to be submitted to candidates by the proper authorities.

A TEACHERS' ASSUCIATION FOR CANADA.

No one who knows anything of the history of the Ontario
Teachers’ Association will deny that it has been largely instru-
mental in bringing about educational reforms of various kinds,
and that to its existence and operation are very largely due the
present excellence of our school system in this Province It
bas urged upon the attention of successive Governments and
Legislatures the necessity of changes in the law, until these
changes were in substance, if not exactly in form, effected, and
it bas laboured earnestly for the improvemen:i of teaching.
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methods with a degree of success which only those who knew
what school teaching was like fifteen years ago and what it is
like to-day ave in a position to apprecinte, Not less carnest
or less successful have been the efforts of the Association to
improve the system of text-books, while its influence has been
steadily and effectively directed towurds the elevation of the
teacher’s professional status and the cultivation of esprit dJe corps.

We have no reason to doubt that a similar good work has
been done by Teachers’ Associutions in other Provinces of the
Dominion. In some cases incontrovertible evidence of this
has been brouélnt. under our notice, and in Provinces with
which we are less intimately acquainted, we have been assured
that the most gratifying results have followed the formution of
Associations for large districts. Much remains, no doubt, to Le
accomplished in this direction, but this need not hinder us from
contemplating with some satisfaction the good already done.

The degree of success which has hitherto attended the work-
ing of Provincial or District Associations suggests the expedi-
ency of making an earnest effort to organize one for the
Dominion. This is a project which has often been talked of,
and though there are obstacles to over:ome it certainly appears
feasible enough provided the results to be achieved are suf-
ficiently important to warrant the atterpt at overcoming them.
From a national point of view an annual convention of Cana-
dian educationists is certainly a desideratum. We are not
yet, as Canadians, in a position to disy ense with any aids likely
to help on the work of consolidation, and one of the most
important of these aids would be a community of ideas on
educational subjects, and free interchange of views with respect
to them. Underlying the educational system of each Province
will be found certain general principles which are common to
all, but there will also be found a great deal of variety in the
modes of applying them. These variations, due often if not
always to local causes and conditions, frequintly contain useful
hints to the educationists of other Provinces than the
one for the time being under consideration. It would be
simply impossible for an intelligent and experienced teacher of
Ontario to study attentively the peculiarities of the school
system in Quebec, for example, without having his educational
horizon widened and himself made by this very process a more
competent member of the profession. We do not propese to
enter just now into a discussion of the peculiarities of the
dierent Provincial systems; it is sufficient to know that such
peculiarities exist, that educationists everywhere would be all
the better for being more acquainted with them, and that the
best way to make them so is to bring them into association
with each other in Conventions. We trust that this matter
will be bronght up during the year at the various Provincial
Conventions, and that a determined effort will be made to have
at least an experimental meeting of delegates from sall the
Provinces at Ottawa.

THE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.

“What i» the proper function of the Provincial Teachers’
Asgociation ?" is a question that deserves the attention of the
Teachers of Ontario at the present time. :

It certainly docs not require to do Fnstitute work. The
County and City Toachers’ Associations, established under the
Regulations of the Education Department, perform that duty
most effectively. Comparatively few teachers can atiend the
Provincial Convention ; all mu-t attend tie meetings of their
Local Associntions, Those who attend the Provincial Associ-
ation meetings mre those, as a rule, who have least need of
instruction in methods of teaching,

There remain, however, two most important functions for
the Provincial Association. It should discuss and express
opinions in the form of resolutions on the educational affairs
of its own Province; and it should devote a fair share of at-
tention to the consideration of the great educational questions
of the age. In order to do either of these properly the Pro-
vincial Association ought to be representative. All will agree,
that, if its resolutions are to have their due effect, it raust be
representative in charactér, if not in constitution. To be rep-
resentative in character it should consist of delegaics from all
parts of the Province, and from each of the three classes of
school workers, Inspectors, High School Masters, and Public
School Masters. In the first respect, at least, it has not yet
become repr:sentative ; und however great the ability and
long the experiencs of #hose who now attend its meetings, their
opinions and votes would bear more weight, if they were given
not merely as their own, but as the expression of the views of
the teachers of associations which they represented. The Gov-
ernment gives a liberal grant in aid of the Associations in each
Inspectoral district. Part of this grant might very properly
be spent in paying the expenses of dclegates to the Provincial
Association. These delegates could bring with them the opin-
ions of the teachers on matters of immediate and special inter-
est to Ontario, and they could take away with them intelli.
gent views regarding the educational problems of the world.
The Association would thus be the means of bringing the edu-
cational light of the Province to a focus, and of reflecting this
light in its increased brilliancy and power.

e

@ortributions and @orrespondence.

SCHOOL PRIZES.

THEODORE H. BAND, D. C. L.,
Chief Superintendent for New Brunswick.

Much has been written by educational authorities both in
advocacy and in condemnation of Prizes; but all discussions of
this subject which fail to take account of the conditions on which
prizes are awcarded, overlook that which, in point of fact, really
determines the legitimacy or illegitimacy, the benefit or injury,
the wisdom or unwisdom of School prizes. To offer to children
under fifteen yeara of age prizes for proficiency in special subjects
is indirectly to offer inducements for the neglect of other school
studies. The recipients of such prizes will almost invariably be
those who not only needed no extraordinary stimulus in the
direction in whizh it was furnished, but who, having their activities
diverted from subjects in which they were not proficient, or else
being stimulated to overwork, become the ready victims of a system
which has not the sanction of any sound educational principle, but
of long time custom only in its support. To offer prizes for
regularity, or punctuality, or good conduct, or diligence, or any



74 THE CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL.

combination of thoso, is to elovate one or more virtues in the mind
of the child by indirectly dopressing overy other. Every member
of a woll-ordored School must bocomo acquainted with a varioty of
subjects of study, and have varied duties to perform. Every sub-
joct and duty is equally important to the pupil as a member of the
School, and the regularity, promptness, good spirit and devotion
with which every schoul obligation is discharged, are scarcely if at
all of less moment than tho obligations themselves. If it isunsound
to omphasizo the importance of one proscribed intellectual task to
the indirecc disparagoment of another, it is nv less uunsound to
emphasize intelle tual attainments to the virtual exclusion of other
elements of a successful school life. The converso is equally true.
But it is legitimate and wise to acknowledge and reward thoso who
distinguish themselves in the discharge of all their ubligations, as
members of the School.  The conditivus, therefore, un which Schoul
prizes should be awarded, must include regularity and punctuality
of attendance, conduct, quality of schuul work, and application to
all school duties ; and these elements of schuol life are not tu be
divorced from cach other, but regarded as parts of une wholo—
character. Prizes thus conditioned would affurd a pleasant and
many-sided stimulus to every pupil, and would prove an important
auxiliary to the cfforts of Parents, Teachers and Trustees in behalf
of regularity of school attendance, and at the same time facilitate
the best discharge of every other school duty. No prizes should
be offered in any school except through the Boarl of Trustees, who
should be responsible for the character ard general suitableness of
tho same. These prizes should be awarded by the Trustees un the
written report of the Teacher of the Schoo’ or department.

METHGD.

BY J. B. CALEIN, M. A,, PRINCIPAL NORMAL SCHOOL, TRURO, N. 8.

I

A child seems to boe a bundle of paradoxes. His likes and dis-
likes often appear to be contradictory and capricious. In nothing
is this more apparent than in his attitude with respect to new
trath. He is irropressible in his curiosity to pryinto the unknown;
importunate with his questions to find out why this is so, and what
that is for; and yet, no sooner do we adopt a systematic plan for
satisfying this craving, than he regards our eforts with indiffer-
‘ence and opposition. The school-room is to hiva & prison-house,
and lessons 