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Miss ANN SAUNDERS,

LN

W o was a passenger on board the 8hip Francis Mary,
which foundered at sea on the 5th Feb 1826, on
her passage from New Brunewick to Laverpool.
Miss Saunders was one of the six survivors who

.. g werednverto {ne awful extremity of subsisting 22

' days on the dead bodies of sach of the unfortunate
crew as fell victims to starvation—one ot whom was

' 4young man to whom the was soon to be jomed in

marfriage L

1

WR. 1 TEN BY HERSELF .

"
Come, O come, dearly beloved Chwistiansy }' .
and join with rae in the praise of God, who, | &
has hed pity onme, and whose mercy endwr &
cth forever. 20N il
ety 0 355 O C—eeee .. ,

AanEAED 1< a Soiemwy Adcress of Miss Saupders to per '

«ons of all vges and of* every denominatios, @0 3

B inporta, ce of attending to the concerns of theirj '~,/
Fumnmta' ¢ ouls, and in being prepared for Death. '{
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District of Mussarhusetts—to wnt
Distarer Crrnx‘s Orrrer,

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the Ninth day of Febtu-
ary, A D. 1827, in the Fifty-first Year of the Independence
of the United States of Amernca, EBENEZER FRIER, of the
suid District, has deposited 1n this Office the Title of a Book,
the right whereof hie claims as Propretor, in words following,
to wit —Narrative of the Shipwreck and Sufferings of Mss
Ann Saunders, who was a Pascenger on board the Ship Fran-
cis s Which foundered at sea on the 5th Feb 1826, on he1
passape from New-Brunswick to Liverpool Miss Saunders
was one of the six suavivors who were driven to the awful
extremity of subusting 22 days on the dead bodies of such of
the unfortanate crew as fell victims to starvation, one of whom
Was & young man to whom wic v.es soon to be joined 1n ma-
riage—wnitten b~ herscli—Come, 0 come, dearly, beloved
Chnstians ard jomn with mc .n the prase of God, who has had
pity on me, and whose me.cy enduteth forever —Annexed 1s
a solemn address of Miss Saunders to persons of 211 ages and
of every denomination, on the importance of attending to the
:;loncl;:ms of thew .mmortal souls, and m being prepared for

eath.

In conformity to the Act of Congress of the United States,
entitled “An Act for the encouragement of Learning bv se-
curing the copies of M:ps, €haits ard “iooks, to the authois
and proprietois of such copies, durmg the time theren men-
tioned  And also un Act, entitled  An Act, supplementary
toan Act entitied an £ ct for the encouragement of leai ning
by securing the copies of Maps, Charts and Books, to the
authors and pioprietors of such copies, during the times there-
in mentioned, and extending the penefits theleof to the arts
uf designing, engraving and etching historical and other prints

JNO W DAVIS,
Clerk of the Dustridt of Mussachusel(s..
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RECOMMENDATION.

—0X0

In confirmation of the truth of the facts, as recor-
ded 1n the following narrative, we beg the hiberty to
subjoin the recommendation of a worthy Clergyman,
of Liverpool, of whose church Miss SAUNDERS 1S DOW,
we trust, a worthy member.

« Having been long personally acquainted with Miss
Saunders, (the Narrative of whose recent unparel-
leled sufferings are now offered for public perusal,)
and having been a witness of her late happy cenver-
sion, I feel1t a duty to recommend her publication as
4 work of great ment, and calculated to be useful
wherever 1t may be read, and will, I am confident, be [ -
considered a treasure of inestemable value, by Cbrisx -J
tians of every denominatior, who, by a fauithful pe’ o
1usal of 1t, will, I trust, be led to feel the uncertaint 3
of-life, and the nfinite 1mportance of being prepare, '
for death. 1Itis therefore with pleasure thatl conts. -
bute this testimony of my approbation of a pubhc’
tion,so profitable and interesting to both oldand youn ;”
~—to parents who love their children, and chlldrenf
who love.their parents—and to all who sincerely love

our Lorp Jesus CHRIsT. \Q
: EBENEZER WAKEFIELD * ‘x,_
Liverpool, July 7, 1826. -
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SHIPWRECK & SUFFERINGS

OF

MISS ANN SAUNDERS.

—kt ) CE—

Yor the wformauon ot such of my readers as may

be unacquainted wi'k 4, ¢ ‘uct, 1t may not be upimpoz-*
tant that [ commen-e .he narrative of my recent un--

paralleled sufferings. with stating, that I am a native
of Liverpool, [Eng.] wheiel was born in June, 1802,
of reputable parents, who, although as regarded
“worldly riches,” were ranked with the * poorex
class,” yet, succeeded in bestowing on me what I now
and ever shall conceive a legacy of more inestema-
ble worth, to wit: an education sufficient to enable
me to peruse the sacred Scriptures, whereoy I w.

early taught the importance of attending to the cons
cerns of my soul. At an early age 1 had the musfor.

/
.k
=

2 —

- >,

Yune to lose my father—but, young as I was, the irrgs ¢ ™8
parable loes made a deep and lasting 1Presion upom 1.

% y mind—Dby t:us.10e!ancholy and unexpectcd event,
my poor mother was left a widow with five helplase
&
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8 SHIPWRECK & SUFFERINGS

children, and wjthout the means of contributing but a
scanty pittance to their support—the three oldest were
in consequence put out into respectable families m
the neighborhood, where 1 have reason to believe we
were treated with as much tenderness, as young chil-
dren generally are, who are bound out under similur
circumstances.  When | had arrived to the age of
eighteen, I was persuaded to take up my abode with
a widowed aunt, with wl?n l remtined untl <ome
time 1n October, 1825. was while with my aunt,
that I became first acquainted with that pecuhiarly
unfortunate youth, James Fricr, whose wretched
and untimely fate, I shall hereafter have a sad occa-
sion to speak. "

While with my aunt, I also became intimately ac-
quawnted with a Mrs. Kendall, the wife of Capt John
Kendall, a lady of pious and amiable diapo-ition and
who, T believe, was very deservedly re-pected by all
who had the pleasure of her acquarntance It ‘was
by the very strong solicitations of this lady (nd those
of the unfortunate youth above mentioned) that 1
consented to accompany her with her husband, on
their passage fiom Liverpool to St. Johns, (New
Brunswick,) in the fall of 1825

It was early in the morning of the 10th November,
that I took an affectionate leave of my mother and
sisters, and embarked with Mrs. Kendali, (whose
compamon 1 was to be,) and bid adieu for the first
tine to the shores of my nauve land. The wipd was

« favorable, but 1t bemng the first tme 10 my hfe that [

had ever adventured more taan half a mile on the
cean, with sea sickness and a depression of spuits, I
was confined to my birth, the first three days, after we
Ieft port—but, becoming more accustomed to the mo-
tron of the vessel, [ soon regained my health and spir-
its, and from this moment enjoyed a pleasant pass we
\without any very remarkadle occurrence attending us,

"
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OF MISS ANN SAUNDERS 9

until we 1eached St Tohus’ the port of oir destina-
tion

On the 18th Tanuary, 1826, {Capt Kendall having
obtaned acargo ot Timber and made every neces
<ary prcpaation for our departure ) we setsail for
Laverpoor, with a tavorable wind, and with the pros-
pect ard joytul expectations of an exps ditious passage
—on hoat  of the shup were 21 souls, 'ncluding Mis
Kendait, aud myselt—many of the seamen were mar-
1ted ey and had left in Kurope numerouns famihes,
dependsr ton them for support—Alw!' poor mortals,
itthe it ' 7 probably think, when they bid their
Tovine <o . sirons ond their tender htile ones the last
adeu, 1 11t was th he a inl one, and that they were
to bon 'd th 1 faces no more, forever n this fral
worll o we must not charge woantnately wise and
zond 0 Eohshiy, whio cannot eri, hut orders every
evers for ¢ o hest

Ve o «d tworable weather until about the 1st

Feb i cnasevere vale wasexyenenced, whicaa
blev - e of the yards ancd <pirs of our ves-
el o d » dawy one ot the voats off the deck, )
ant wonnded sv ne of the scamen—eatly in
the - ~ming, the gile having sciewhat abat
e, W and my~cli employed ggrselves
dre ' vounis of the peor feliows that were
mo~t . * while those who had escaped njury,
wer + < lan clearing the deck of the brokegy
SPans, ¢ 1, and disentanghing the nizging, &c. 5o
tha. ) nours they were cna led acain to make,. ~
swl, ! tie pleasing hupe that tliey <hould en-
count . ) o hosterous and contrary winds to 1m-
peds 1 wscge—but, 1 thie they were soon sad-
lya~a - - for on the 5th, they were visited with "’

asul g0 <evere gale, from E S. E. which indeed
caus Al the ~2ato Tup ‘“monntams high”” The cap.
famn g.ve orders to his men to do every thing in their {
- e ot
- -~ -—-a..__w-—«--?-‘ --A—MF Sq“



10 (SHIPWRECK & SUFFERINGS

power todo, for the safety of our lives—all sails were
clewed up, and the ship hove to, but the gale still in
creasing, about noon our vessel was struck by a tre-
nendou~ sea, which swept from her decks almost ev
ery moveable article, and washed one of (he seamen
overboard, (who was providentially saved ) and in a
few moments aiter by another tremendous sea, the
whole of the <hip s ~tern was stove 1 ' this was only
the beg nning of a scene of horrid calamities ! doub
ly horrible to me, (as the reader must suppos<e) who
had never before witnesced any thing so aw tul

While the captun and officers of the ship were
holding & corsultetion op deck, what was best 10 be
done for the pre<ervation ol our lives Mis Kendall
and mysclf were on our knces, on the quatter dech
as earnestly ergaged in prayer to tte Almighty God
that he would 1 tis tender thercy spate our hves, and
if convistent with s will that he would firally 1ectore
us 1n safety to our fiie nds. And, O my Supreme and
Glortous Deliverer who art 4 prayer hearing and
prayer answering God. Low shall | acknowledge my
thankfulness for the meicy shown me, and in wha
manner shall T adore thee ?

The ensuing morning presented to our view an as
pect the moat dreary—nct the least appearance of the
gale abating, on the contrary 1t seemed to increase
with redoubled vigor , a- the sea had rose to an alarm-
ing height and f.equently dashed against the vessel
with greal violence '—ittle else was now thought of
but the prese-vation of cur lives. Exert'ons were
made by the ciew to =ave_as much of the ship’s pro-
VISIons as was possinle, and by bre.lkmg out thé bow
port, they succeeded 1n «aving 50 or 60 pounds of
bread, anda few pounds of cheese. which were stow-
ed in the main top ; 1o which place Mrs Kendall and
myself were conveyed, it being rmpossible for us to
reman below, the cubtn bewg cearly 1'2d with watel,

\
=3 =.ml. ’ R e e — e



OF MISS ANN SAUNDERS |

'nd almost every sea breaking over us!  The might
approached with all sts aismal horrors—the horizon
was obscured by black and angry looking cloud-, and
abont midmg ttue rain commenced falling m torrents,
attended with fightinl peals of thunder, and unre-
mittine strearns of hghtnimg '— but, duning the whole
ot L~ long cnd deemal night wath all its ottending hor-
ror-, Mis K and myself were constantly upon out
Luecs, supphcating the mercy of that Cod,

“ Who rnides upon the stormy winds,
And manages the seas.”

Davl _ht returndd, but only to present to our view
abadatienal scene ot horror—one of the poor sea-
men oveicome by fitigue was discovered hanging
hieless ny <hme part of (he tiggimg——his wortat 1emains
were comnuted 1o the deep-—as this was the first in-
stince of vntombing a human body in the ocean, that
I had ever witnessed, the melancholy scene made a
deep iapression on my mind, as | expected such e-
ventudly would be my own fute!

At6, A M ourdepressed spirits were a Littt> re-
vived by the appearance of a sail standing toward us ;
which proved to be an American, who remained i1n
company with us uctil the next morning; when, in
sonsequence of the 1onghness of the sea, betng una
ble 10 aftotd us any assi-tance, they leit us

It woild be :mpo~sible fo to attempt to describa
the feetings of ail on board%ns moment, oo seeing
0 uncxpectedly vimsh, the pleasing hope of being
rescucd by this vessel, from our perilous situation
As the only himan means to prolong our muserable
exi~ence atent of spare canvass was erected by the
ship’s crew on the forecastle, and all on board put on
the short allowance of a quarter of a biscust a day.
On the 8th February (the gale still continuing) a br.

t ,
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12 SHIPWRECK & SUFFERINGS

was seen to leeward batat a great distance, and in the
afternoon the same brig (a3 was supposed) was seen
to the windward  Capt Kendall ordered a signal of
distress to be made, and we soon had the satistaction
to see the brig approach us within hail, and inquire
very distinctly of Capt K how long he had been in
that situation, and what he intended to do—if he -
tended leaving the ship ? to which he rephed, * yes,
with God’s assistance,”’-—but, alas the Almighty, for
his own wise and good purpo-es, saw fit once more,
to disappo.nt us 1n our expectations of relief '—night
approaching, and the gale still prevailing to that de-
gree that no boat could have flo«ted 1n the water, we
saw no more of the brig!

All on board were now reduced to the most deplor-
1ble state unaginable' our mi-erable bodies were
gradually perishing, and the disconsolate spirits of the
poor sailors (who wete probably like too many of
their seafaring brethren, strangers to prayer) over-
powered by the horrible prospects of stirving with.
out any appearance of relief !—as tor myself, altho’
1 was aot 1nsensible that 1n our deplorabie situation 1
had ar much ‘o apprehend as suy ctier one on board,
yet my spiTits were prcbably more bueyed up by the
reflection that the greatest afflictions wiich we meet
with, are often productive of the greatest blessings,
and that they are the means wnich a merciful Creator
often makes use of to bring souls to the knowledge of
Jesus.

February the 11th another vessel was discovered
at the northward, and the signal of distress again made.
but without any eflect, as she did not alter her course,
and was soan out of sight, We had now arrived at
an awful crisis—our provisions were all consumed,
and hunger and thirst began to select their victims '—
on the 12th, James Clarke, a seaman, died of no other
complaint (as was jidged) than the weakness caused

’
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OF MISS ANN SAUNDERS. 18

by famine , whose body, after reading prayers, was
committed to the ceep—and on the 22d, John Wilson,
another seaman, fell a vicum to starvation !—as the
calls of hunger had now become too importunate to
be resisted, 1t 15 a fact, although shocking to relate,
that we were 1ednced to the awful extremity to at.
tempt to support cur fo~ble bodics a while longer by
subsisting on the dead body of the deceased—it was
cut mto slices, then washea 1n salt water, and after
being expo-ed to and dried 1 little in the sun, was ap-
portioned to e.ch of the miserable survivers, who
partook of 1t as 4 sw_ct morsel—from this revolting
tood I abstaineg for 2. kours, when I too was come
pelled by hunger. to ullow theur example! Alas, how
often in my childt.ood have | 1ead accounts of sea-far-
ing people, and ot crs, having veen driven to the awful
dternative of ¢ thar ctary oy, or te <atisfy the crav-
ings of nature suo¢ shivg ca numen fle<h or the dead
carcases of the mienest amiro s that were to be ob-
tamned ' accourtswiinyornp, atty <encrally discredit-
ed by those v "nh.ye ottt ep placed i a similar
situation—but 10 sv~h w avil extrenty, { can as-
sare my cbit @ 1 readers, was | and my wretched
companions Lo # roduced . This is indeed, the beight
of m-ery, yet conch wes cur deplorable case ; we
eyed each other ».*h meurnfi! and melancholy looks,
as may be suppozed of jeople perishing with hunger
and thirst ; by ali of whom 1t was now percerved that
we had nothing to hope f10m human aid, bufonly from
the mercy of the Almizhty, who-e ways are unsearch-
able—no  did 1 fail almost constantly to unplore his
mercy ——

~———=—————1In that moment * with sincere intent,
To prayer, repentance, and obedience due ;
B;(fne ear could not be slow, mine eye oot shut;

LS .
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And I did place within them as 4 guide
Mine umpire conscience——whom, 1f 1 will hear,
That long suff ring hour was my day of grace °

On the 23d J Moore, another seaman died, whose
body was comnmitted to the deep after tahing there-
from the hver and heart, which was reserved for o
subsistence—and 10 the course of twelve day~ after
(duriog which our miseries continued without anv al-
leviation tne following per~ons fell victims to fdigue
and hunghvr > wit, Heory Davic and John Jnncﬂ
cabin boys, J.amea Fuer, cook, Alexander Kelly
Daniel J&’nec John Hutchin<on and Joha J i es, sea-
men—the heart-piercing 1y > titions of these pool
creatures (dying tor the want of ~ustenance) was drs-
tressing beyond conceptrur.  0.°0 or them exprred
ravingmad, ciyingoutis v re .bl) em v oter fe—Hutch-
inson, who, 1t up.)P, red, bl ot a e rous family
n Lurope tallucd of his wife and e V- ‘m asf they
were prescn.-——lc; eal uz delneares tthe latter, and
begged rf them tobe kin to their poer mother, who,
he 1epresented, was avot to be ~«p rated fiom him
torever' Jenes became dihinivus ‘.0 o1 three days
before his cesth, and 1n Las ravives, rertoached his
wife and children as weoll as bus ay oy ceapinions
present, with being the «ithors of h 5 (xtieme suf-
ferings, by dnprmn'r him of to~<, ana 117« u-ing hun
even.fiigvfe drop of water with wr ch to o ~len his
parched hps' and, 1ndeed, <ech nov w < th- thirst
of those who were but 1n 4 hittle het-, coaciion that
they were driven to the wmelanct o'y distre~cfu! hor
rid act (to procuie therr bicor) of cattng the teroats
of therr deceased compan.vns a moment ofter the
breath of hfe had left their bodies!

In the untimely exit of no one of the unhappy suf-
ferers was I 50 sensibly effected, a< mn thatof e un-
fortunate youth, James Frier—for wn the welfare of

Y,
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OF MISS ANN SAUNDERS. 5

none on board did I feel myself so immediately inter-
ested, as the reader may judge, from the circumstan-
tes that | ¢hall mention I have already stated, that
with this ill-fated young man, 1 became intimately ac-
quatoted n Liverpool—to me he had early made pro-
testations of love, and more tnan once intimated an
inclination to select me as the partner of his bosom ;
and never had I any reason to doubt his sincerity—it
was partly by his solicitations that 1 had been induced
to comply with the wishes of Mrs. Kendall, to ac-
company her in this unfortunate ,Yoy ge; m the
course of which, by frequent Interview<, my attach-
ment for this unfortunate youth was ratk >r increased
tban diminished, and before this dreadtul calamity
befeil us, he had obtained my consent, and we had
mautually agreed and avowed to each other our deter-
mination fo unite in marriage, as soon as we should
reach our destined port' judge then, my christian fe-
male readers (for it 1s you that can best Judge) what
must have been my feelings, to see a youth for whom
I bad formed an indissoluble attachment—him with
whom 1 expected so soon to be joined in wedlock,
and to spend the remainder of my days, éxpiring be-
tore my eyes, for the want of that sustenance which
mature requires for the support of life, and which it
Was not 10 my power to afford him! and myself at the
same moment so far reduced by hunger and thirst, as
to be driven to the horrid alternative to préserve my
own Iife (O ' God of Heaven! the lamentable fact is
known to thee, and why should I attempt to concedt
it from the world ?) to plead my claim to the greater
portion of his precious blood, as it oozed half con-
gealed from the wound inflicted upoo his lifeless bo-
dy!''' Oh, this was a bitter cup i1ndeed! but 1t was
God’s will that it should not pass me—and God’s will
must be doné. O, it was a chasteniog rod, that has
been the meane lautoof wesaing me forever from

- CE TRl e




16 SHIPWRECK & SUFFERINGS

all the vain enjoyments of this fra)l world , and of
fixing my hopes and trust in the merits of Jesus—and
although I have been made to drink deep of the cup
of affliction, never will [ forget the unbounded mercy
and goodness of God. in preserving my hfe, in raising
me from the depths of wo, and putting a song of prasse
nto my mouth !

¢ Though T walk through the gloomy vale,
Where death and all its terrors are ,

My heart and hope shall never fal, |
For Gop my Shepterd’s with e there **

¢ Think mortal,’ says the poet, ‘what 1t 1s to de,’
~but I wonld add, think how dictressing 1t must be
to see those whom we tenderly love, die before owur
eyes - die agomzed with pain, after languishing with
lingering dicease, and without being able to contribute
to their ease, or add one moment to their existence !

In view of the melancholy circumstance that 1 have .

Just described, I call upon all, and especidlly those
who traverse the deep, seriously to consider the un-
eertamnty of hfe, and the importance of being pre-
pared for death  One wha was 1n the bloom and 1.
gor of Iife but a few days previous, was thus in an
unexpected manner, ushered into the unseen world+
He was expecting soon to change his relation in life,
but death suddenly blasted his Lopes, and prevented
our anticipated union—thus man appoints, but God
often disappoints us of our most flattering prospecws
of an earthly nature.

As a proof that my almost constant supplications for
the mercy of Him, who * has power alone to hush
the boisterous seas, and to set the shipwrecked mar(e
ner free,” were of some avail, | ought not to withe
hold fiom my readers a knowiedge of the fact, that

;.& T " w5 i ="
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OF MISS ANN SAUNDERS 17

while almost every other person on board were ren.
dered so weak, by their extieme sufferings and de,
privations, as Lo be unable to stand upon their feet,
or even to detach from the lifeless bodies ot their
unfortunate compantons that food which was now na-
ture’s only support, the Almighty, 1n mercy to me,
endowed me with not o 1ly strength and ability to ex-
hort the poor wretches to unite 1n prayer, aod to
prepare their precious souls for eternity, hut to per-
form this office for them, for which purpose I cone.
stantly cartied about with me a knife, with which I
daly detached and preseuted each with a proportion-
able quantity of this their only food ! my poor unfor-
tunate femle companion (Mrs Kendall, who never
fatled to unmite with me n prayer) seemed too to en-
joy with me a share of God’s great meircy—but the
reader may judge to what extremity of want we all
must nave been driven, when she, two days before we
were relieved, was compelled by hunger to eat the
brams of one of the seamen—declaring 10 the mean
time that 1t was the most delicious thing she ever tast-
ed' and, what 15 still more melancholy to relate, the
unfortunate person whose brains she was thus com-
pelled to subsist on. had (agreeable to his declaration)
been threc times wrecked before, but providentially
Picked up by a vessel after being once 22 days on the
wreck—but, in the present instance, he perished after
surviving similar sufferings for the space of 29 days,
and then became food for his surviving shipmates ! *

About the 26th February, an English brig hove in
sight. on which the usual signals of distress were made,
and, although the winds had become less boisterous,
and the sea more smooth, to our Inexpressible grief,
she did not approach to afferd us ahy assistance ! —oup
longing eyes followed her until she was out of sight ;
€aving us in a situation doubly calamitous from our
disappointment 1n not receiving the relief which ap-
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18 SHIPWREEK & SUFFERINGS

peared 80 near, and the wretched uncertainty of the
approach of any other vessel, in time to save our ex-
istence ; our hopes vanmished with the brig, and from
the highest summit of expectation, they now (with
most of the survivors) sunk into a state of the most
dismal despatr! nature indeed seemed now to have
abandoned her functions! never could human beings
be reduced to a more wretched situation , my read-
ers must have been a witness of it to form any ade-
quate 1dea of our distress, and that which | am attempt-
iog now-to describe, falls infinitely short of the reali-
ty! more than two thirds of the crew had glready
3enshed, and the surviving few, weak, dlstra?i':ad, and
estitute of almost every thing, envied the fate of
those whose lifeless corpses no longer wanted susten-
ance. The sense of hunger was almost lost, but g
arching thirst consumed our vitals' our mouths had
ecome ro dry for want of moisture for three or four
days, that we were obliged to wash them cvery few
Fours with salt water, to prevent our hps gluemg
thasther
DRI T s Taea™ v paer Thoamy o
Glasaust wisposca b npoduy Lo el (ne dupicnat
Being, with being unjustly the author of their wretch-
edness. I exerted thq, feeble powers which God n
mercy had left me, to exhort them to have recourse to
Heaven, to alleviate their misery, and to trust in Him,
who alone was able to save us. The day previous to
our being relieved, I collected the poor creatures up-
an the quarter deck, and kneeling down among them,
oured out my soul in prayer to God, that he would,
in his infinite goodness, have mercy on us, and spare
our lives !—truly I can say, the Spint of God was 1n
my sounl! nor can I express the half of what he then
revealed to me—a voice seemed to whisper me ¢ thy
prayers are heard, fear not, for I am with thee ;* nor
could I conceal my joyful sensations from my suffer-
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ing companions, expressing to them my confidence
that relief was nigh, and

*“ Hope now revived, that we ogce more,
Should see our longed for native shore 3
And all the powers of science fail,
The raptures of my soul to tell.”

Early in the morning of the 7th March, a sail was
di~covered to windward—the ~hip’s crew (with my
assistance) made all the signils of distress that the
hittle remaining <treagth of their bodies would enable
them to do ; they were indeed the last efforts of ex-
piring nature—but, prused be God, yea, ever ought
we to praise Him, for his mercy eudureth forever—
the hour ot our deliverance had now arrived'! the
ship wis soon within hail (whrch proved to be his
Majesty’s ship Blonde, Lord Byron) when her bogt
was manned and set to our rehef

It wouid be 1n vain (a5 my christian readers must
suppo-e) for me to attempt to describe our feelings at
this moment, or those mamfested by our deliverers,
when they discovered who we were, and what oyr
miserable <itnation, and that they had arrived in
season to r scue six Jf their fellow creatures from a
meost awful but certain death! My companions I
misery, who for three or four of the preceding days
had been onlv able to crawl abont the deck upon their
hands and knees, now became so animated at the
Prospect of relief, as to rai~e themv-elves erect, and
with uplifted hands retarned th ks to their Almighty
preserver! And O. the mingled sounds of prayer angd
Ppraise, fiom tuose whose hearts had probably until
within a few weeks been at eomity with God, was 2
e more pleasing than the ** music of the spheres

When reheved, but a small part of the body of the
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20  SHIPWRECK & SUFFERINGS

usual into slices and spread on the quarler dech ,
which being noticed by the Lieutenant of the Blonde
(who with others had” been dispatched from the ship
to our relief)) and before we had time to state to him
to what extremities we had been driven, he observed
‘‘you have yet, I percerve, fiesh meat'” but his
horror can be better conceived than de-cribed when
he was informed that what he saw, wa- the remains
of the dead body of one of our unfortan ite compan-
10ns, and that on this, our only remainnyg food, 1t was
our intention to have put ourselves on an allowance
the ensuing evening, had not unerring Providence
directed him to nur relief

When we reached the Blonde, the nirrative of our
sufferings, as well as a view of our weak and crmacia-
ted bodies, caused tears to bedew those face which
probably are not used to tura pale at the appraach of
death By Lord Byron, and his officers anii ¢ rew, we
were treated with all possible kindue«~ and humanity,
insomnch that we soon gained our strength to that de.
gree, as to be able 1n ten days after to o on hoard of
a vessel epoken, bound to Europe , and 1t was on the
20th March following that I was landed .n satety at
Port-mouth, where for twelve days I wa~ tieated with
that hospitality, by both sexes, as ought not, and I
tru-t will not pass without 1ts merited reward , and on
the 5th Apnl following, I was conveyed by my chris-
tian triends and restored to the arms of my deéar mo-
ther, aft r an absence of nearly five months, 1n wh.ch
tune 1 think [ can truly say, [ had witne~sed ana en-
dured mo-e of the heavy yudgments and afflictions of
this world. thao any other of its female inhabitants.

And having beep thus by a kind and protecting
Provideace, mercifully preserved to rejoin once mor e
my sinldred frieads and acquaintances, and to declare
to :hem what wonderful things God bhad doce for me,
aod now favored with the blessed priviledge of com-
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muning at hus table, I <hauld Jeem it unpardonable
were | to remain ailent, and not thus publicly declare
fo the world what conforts the religion of a blessed
Saviour afforded me, during mv most severe afflictions
-—and to exhort both ol | and young not to delay, but
to attend 1m nediately to the concerns of theis inmor -
tal souls' O think, my dear ch.1ctian friends, how un-
certan s Lf and waat 4 serouns thing it s tod o '—
to be ushured anexpectedly and unprepared into the
presence of th \lmighty God'! that, this 1= pos=ible,
vou must b satistied trom what you have Just read,
of the aw{ut ard untimerv exits of the poot mortals,
whose melanc o' fate I have recorded 1n the pre-
«nding pag '~ , —these were men bred to the seas, and.
many of them no doubt wdicted to those vices pecu-
It to too gret a po.tion of that class of people—otf
thizin the cour~e of the voyage they exhibited too
many melincholy proots, by impiously bla=pheming
that God, who 1n a few days after, i the bitterest
criea, they were besocechine tor mercy !

As ench were phneipaily myv late companions in
misery, it may aot be 'eemed umimportant that
mnpatt to them a tew words of advice —O 1
with God - wssistince be mstrumenial 1n ¢ ecting a
reformaion and in <wing their precious <buls, then
ndeed hwve I ~tilll greater canse to exel Jdm, ‘it was
gond for ts that we wer~ afilhcted ” zurely the God
who maie th» < a3 and those who sl upon it 1= not
wiihing that anv maa shonld penish,—not willing that
any poor unnappv seamen should make everlasting
shipwreck of his <oul  The Lord vyou must be sen-
«1bls has been peculiarly merciful to you, for while
<ome one of your poor unfortunate companions were
almost daly expiring before your eyes, he has been
pleased in his tender mercy to spare your hives, and
to restore you to your families and fiiends ?—~many

wereethe piomees thay you then made, and you qan~
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99  SHIPWRECK & SUFFERINGS

not now be insensible of your duty to perform them
—can you fal to love that God who has done so much
for you? Oh, no, I think you cannot, a recollection
of his goodness | think must lead you to repentance

‘ Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have en-
tered nto the hearts of man, the things which God
hath prepared fur them that love bim > Be assured
that however uncettain and dangerous your occupa-
tions, if you dway< preter Je<us for your companion

while tossing on the ocean’s wave, you have nought
to fear—when your toilsome days are here finished

it 18 him who wiil safety pilot you to that peaceful ha-
ven ot rest, where all ~hali arrive tnat love the Lord.

* AN never more depart.

< There 1s a land of glorious rest,
Where pure and happy spirits 1ove,
For ever and for ever blest,
The land of spotless joy and love.

-

O yes, there s a land of rest,
Free from corroding grief and care

No storms, nor dangers there molest,
No discord once shall enter there

The land of rest, the land of joy,

Where quenchless glory meet and shite.
And fit for angels its employ,

For all its pleasures are divine.

There 1s no land of rest beside,—

But where 1s thie blest region found ?
It 13 not bound by ocean tide,
1t js not wnon easthly ground,

L
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"T's where bright angels sweep the lyre,
Aund spirits of the just repose ;

"Tis where the seraph’s liviog fire
With undimimished ardor glows.

Blest land, methinks I see thee now,
Ail smiling 1n perenmal bloom,
With rapture throw’d on every brow,
And flowers that breathe divine perfume. ‘
Then hail to thee, thon land of rest,
*And bail my harps of holiest strains,
And hail those crowns that grace the blest,
Who rove along the happy plains,

Bat ah! that lund of rest 15 far,
And dark and trachless s the road ;
Yet /fope, abright and glorious star,
Poime onwir l ta tha denr nkade,

Then what thodh stormy be the way,
Though winds and su rges beat and roar ;

They only drive from earth away, -
And urge to that celestial shore 3

And *mid the storm that voice 15 best,

That whispers, * There's a Laod of Rest.’*

Nor is it less important for every other class of
eople, both old #d young, to be prepared for that
important event, when they shall be summoned to
exchange worlds—but, alas, how few are there among
13 who live as if sensible of this important fact—how
few are willing to yield the sensual gratifications of the
preset:t tme and enjoy the permanent Joys cf regular
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R MORAL REFLECTIONS, &c,
and virtuous pursmits'  The knowledge of the cei-
tamnty that all must die, and that the passing hour may
be the last. ought to convince the unste v and 1m-
moral of the propriety and importance of spending

;. ;. some portion of hten preparation for death  In the-

morang of our days, before we have experienced the
cares and sorrows of the world, we imgine the pros-
pect before u~ to be altogether fair and beautitul—we
suppose the path of life 10 Le smooth and easy, strew -
ed with rose~, where no thoinis found, and beset on
every side with sources of enjoyment—but no sooner
do we enter on this path than we find how egregiously
we were decetved, cares and toils, in conathint suce
cession, cloud our skv—the tenda«r buads of hope ate
mipped by the killing frost of disappointment , the aury
visions of youthtul expectation are dissolved by the
touch of real life—we find the world <tored with few-
er enjoyments than we imagined, and feel willing to
acknowledge that ¢ there 18 nothing true but Heaven"’

5 ¢ There 18 an hour of peaceful rest,
X To mourning wand’rn‘;en ,
There 18 atear for sou trest,

A balm for every wounded breast—
'T1s found above—in Heaven.

There 15 a soft, a downy bed,

*T1s fair as breath of even,

A couch for weary mortals spread,
Where they may rest the aglog head
And find repose 1n Heavenj «

There 13 a house for weeping souls,
By sin and sorrow driven ,
When tost on life’s tempestuous shoals,

-
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When storms anise and occan rolls,
é And all 15 dread—buyt Heaven!

There futh Iifts up the tearful eye,
P The heart with angwsh riven ;
El And views the tempest passing by,
' The evening shidows quickly fly

u And all <erene in—Heaven.

y

3 There fragrant flowers immortal bloom,
i And joys supreme are given

% There rays div.pe, disperse the gloom,

Beyond the confines of the tomb,
Appears the dawn of Heaven !

Virtue 1s certainly preferable to error, even inthis
frail state, were we sure no future rewards would be
conferred. But if we extend our views beyond the
boundaries of this comfortless world, what superior
blessings will be the effects of alile devoted to plety

3 and religion!  With sdeh inducemen ch positive
Assorances as these how 1nconsistent 0 not to at-
tend to the dictates and lojunctions of such a heaven-
like nstitution.  Some cautiously avoid religion when
Young through fear of being nd@culed by their ac-
quaintauces for being serious Are we ashamed to

‘confess our love for that Fountain from wheoce streams
of every comiort flow 7—Are we unwilling to be hap-
Py ? Religion does not indesd preclude any satisfac-
tory enjoyment ,—Tt leads us to most honourable and
raiseworthy gratifications that vain pature can bestow,

T that immaculate heaven cap offer.

eligon prepares the mind of man-for all the events
{ this inconstant state, and instructs him 18 the nature

true happiness ; early weans bim from an wadee
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love of the world , afflictions do ot attack him by
surprise, and therefore do not overwhelm him. He
1 equipped for the storm. as well as the calm, 1o this
dubious navigation of hfe He 1s ot overcome by
disappoiotment, whea that which 1> mortal dies , when
that which 13 mutual begins to change, and when that
which he knew to be transient, passes away.

Religion pot only purifies, but also l{;mﬁes the
heart ; 2o that the devout man i3 nesther hfted up by
success, nor enervated by sensibility ; he meets the
chaages 1n his lot without unmanly dejection. He e
enured to temperance and restramnt, He has learned
firmoess and self-command. He 13 accustomed to
look up to Supreme Providence, not with reverence
only, but with trust and hope.

+ O bleet Religion, beav’nly fair’
Thy kind thy heahing power,
Can sweeten pain, and soften care,
And gild each gloomy hour.

Thy sacred dictates can assuage,
T*tempest of the soul,

And ev’ry fear shall lose 1its rage,
At thy divine controul.

Through life s bewildered darksome way
Thy hand wnerring leads ;

And o’er the path, thy heavenly ray,
A cheering lustre sheds.

When feeble reason, tir’d and blind,
Sinks helpless and afrad ;

Thou blest supporter of the mind,
How powerful is thy aid?’
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All opportunities for attending to religion,beside the
present, are totally uncertain Nothing 1s more com-
mon than procrastination n this great concern; yet
nothing 1s more dangerous ; nothing more frequently
tatal _Thatconvenent season, never present, yet ever
n imagination near, has lured thousands to their eter-
nal rav.  ‘The young are too generally prone to ex-
pect a long life, and to flatter themselves that they will
have <ufficient opportunity to secure religion hereaf-
ter, though the present shoald be neglected. Van
flatteries ' Delusive expectations.—For how often has
*he giddy, unprepared youth been summoned 1nto
etermity, Just as he was laying the deepest plans, and
indulging the fondest expectations, of worldly happi-
ness 7 O the unutterable folly, gmlt and wretchedness
of such a case' Be warned, then, ye careless youth,
who have neglected religion hitherto, and neglect 1t
no longer. As you value your immortal souls ; as you
would not pluck down ruin on your heads, procrasti-
nate no farther the all-important business.

My dear young friends—we are all dying creatures.
We have seen many of our friends and relatives laid
.nthe grave , many as young as ourselves and appar-
ently as likely to live = Some we have seen carried
off by long and hingeiing diseases, and some cut down
suddenly without warning.  God only knows when we
are to follow them 1to the eternal worlds We know
not the day of our death  Our times are in God’s hand.
¥t may be to mght We are certain the moment of
death must come. We are certain it can be atno gredt
distance  but we know not how near.

it1s a great thing to be prepared to die ; to collect
forutude of soul to pass through a scene, at which the
«toutest heart is appalled ; when the past has been
Slled with gmity imperfection in the best of our race;
while uncertain futurity covers our immortal all. It
1s the season of agful anxiety to the christian, evep
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hen he expires in the arms of weeping fiicnds and

Sustained with the hopes of triumphant grace

1t demands higher graaes ot evangelical perfection to
be able like Paul to say *Iam now ready to be offe; -
ed .’ offered as g sacrifice 6n the altar , offered as a
martyr in the cause of religion , now ready not only
to die, but also to €xpire amudst the tortures of mer -

ciless persecution

It s to be feared that there 1s httle of tiis prepat
ation for death in ony depraved world  Else what
Weans that attachment to the vanities of time (o the
abandonment of 4 heavenly treasure? W hat reem-
blance 1s there in the conversation of men of the world
to the business ang hosannas of the celectial courts ?

The busy scenes of tins lite ought not to cxpel from
our mmcs the awjul certainty of death—-we should
remember that we must die » that soul and body mueg
be parted, he one to return to dust, the othes to ape
pear a naked spirit  before the Presence of that God,
who gavest. To die s one of the most weighty.and

serious thingsthat ever creatures expertence

15 80 terrible to some that they cannot bear the men-
tion of the name Yet none can avoid the thing.  Se-
veral things concar to make 1t the king of terrors
strong pains. conflicts, and agzontes go before, fears
and terrors attend it » but above all, 1t 1s vely <olemn
and awful in yts consequences, as it 1s the door of eter-
. mty, the parting pomnt between this world and hat

which 1s to come » the utmost line and boundary o

all temporal things, translating us into an unknown

world of spirts.

) ““Good God* on what 2 slender thread
Hang everlasting things '
. The eternal state of all the dead,
Upon Iife’s feeble strings.

.
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Infinite joy or cadless wo'
Attend on every breath ;
And yet how unconcerped we go

3 ( Upon the briok of death'”
Oh, what a strange alteration doth death m ke in

every man’s condition ' either taking him from ahouse
and lands, friends, honors and pleasures, and all th
concerns and enjoyments of this world ; hurrying hm
in z moment 1nto the land of darkness, to drink 1n t'hq
ierce wrath of Almighty God forever, or translatin,
him into the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
partake of his happiness, 1o consummate, ineffable,
and everlasting glory and joy, with obedient and hap-
Py spints
Alas! What do men mean by loitering, who have
these amazing, unchangeable scenes before them !—
One would suppose that the very thoughts of death
and eternal judgement, should keep from sleeping,
and 6ill with astonishment all who are not by faith and
holiness prepared for the comfortable welcome of 1t.
seeing they know not but every day and hour may
conclude their life, and when they shut their eyes at
night, they may never open them again but in eterni-
ty. What solicitous concerns should those be 1n for
their precious and immortal souls, who have so much
wilt to be removed, sor many evil dispositions and af-
fections to be mottified, so many holy and virtuous
habits to attain, and so many temptations from within
and withoutto cvercome ; lest deathshould come un-
expected and find them unprepared ? With what sor-
1ows will the review of our past lives fill us, 1f w}a
are thus surprised! What bitter anguish of heart is
couched in those expressions, which a dying person
once uttered to a stander-by ? crying out, ¢ Oh how
have I been deceived ! Oh, that I had thought of this
sooner ! Oh, that I had my time again ? How mad wi
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1 to lead so sinful and careless a hife? What will be
come of my miserable soy] ! Would God but try me
once again, I would never do a« [ haye hitherto done °
Neow, that we may not conclude our lives with sucl,
dismal fruitless moans, let us in time consider o
latter end, and Devergive our souls rest, until we hay
secured their happiness by an interest in the salvatj
of Jesus Christ and 4 sincere conformity to the rule«
of the gospel. Let us now hve as at death we shall
wish we had done » that we may meet our last end
with comfort, and only desire leave to die, that we
may enter into glory and happiness.

My dear Young friends a< much as possible, avoy!
evil company. \\ehave enough to do to struggle wih
our own sinful dispositions and propensities, and nee
not the contmual solicitation and examples of other~
to evil, to make our difiiculties greater, Where God
in his providence hath exposed us to these unavorda-
ble iconveniences we may hope for special assistance
from him ; but if we run ourselves into unnecessary
damgers and temptations, we must expect to reap the
trusts of our own folly and presumption. It was one
of the first counsels of the apostle Peter to the new
converts (o Christianity, to save themselves from that
Untoward generation.  Agd certainly the advice 15 g~
needful now as then, when ageneral contempt of God,
and religion, so much abounds among hankind. Let
this sentence therefore be deeply engraven npon your
hearts, ¢ he that walketh with wise men shall be wise,
but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.’

Sit dewn and seriously consider, what all that hap-
Piness 1s which sin apd the world can afford you in the
profits, honors and pleasurea of 1t onthe one hand .
and think what it is, which the blessed God can and
will be to yoo, and do for you, if you sincerely serve
and please bum on the other : and when you are re
solved Past all wavering and delays, that God. heaven
and holitiess, are better for Yo thas the world, seosu-
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al pleasures and sin; yield yourself entirely and un-
re<ervedly to God the Father, Son and Holy Spint, as
your Father and felicity your Saviour and your Sanc.
tiher Nothing more 13 expected of you, in order to
be interested in the blessings of the gospel than to
consent to these reasonable terms, to continue that
consent. and to perform what you consent unto ; and
this by the help of those divine assistances, which will
be afforded unto you Do this presently, resolutely,
and ~incerely, and heaven and salvation are all your
awn

W hen we glance at the catalogue of human suffer-
‘ng, we cannot hut reflect, how happy that manis who,
though atihicted, and appalled, by the destruction ot
ea.thly prospects has sull the consolation ot that in-
»pite vnnciple which can enable him to say <Our
b ather who artin heaven * thy will be done, for thou
dost know the wants of thy children and thy tender
mercies are over all thy works

Undeg deep <ense of our own fralty, we should
suhmit to the chastenings of our heavenly Father, who
orders ail things for our good. From seeming ewvil,
he often brings foith the greatest possible benefits ;
and 1t 1s often the case, that what at first seemed dark
and ntricate 1s at last made appaient to us as the noon
day ~un a- having been planned for our benefit.

That all-wise Being, who 1s the former of our bo-
dies and the father of our spirits would never afflict
us were 1t not for our good==He will not break the
bruised reed—he will not lacerate the already bleed-
ing heart—but he will in his own due time administer
the o1l and wine of consolation and say to thgpboister
ous waves of adversity, ¢ Thus far shalt thou come,
and no farther, and here shall thou be stayed.’

All consolation which the mind receives under af-
flictions, 1s from that benevolent source from which
the chastisement proceeds. e should therefore con.
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sider that if we murmu; aganst the dealings of Fjoy.
1dence, when they are adverse to our cortupt wills,
that we also find tault with the author of our bleseingc
Itis a blessing that we hve—and if we lmprove that
blessing aright, the holy book of tnspiration teachee us
that 1t 1e astyl| greater ble-sing to dic—to; y e are then
relcased fiom the troables and cares of hife, andleay
Ing this trail tenement of clay, the Joytulspirits seels
the baven of jts nativity, and reposes in the ¢ bosom
of 1ts Father and i15 God.’

In vain do 6 seek for happr ¢ss in the w orld —
We shall neyé; fing It out of t.e school of Christ
Here genuin Peace indeed resides.  Not because the
disciples of Jésus are endowed with moje cxternal
advantages, o1 are more exempted from <ufleringa apg
disappointments thap other~, for they hae often a
larger share of them, but becauce ¢ bhumility 1< e
Parent of cdfptentment s> and he who has been led to
see his desert of God s displeacure, opd at the <ape
time 15 possess.d of 4 lively hope 1n hi~ mertcy thro”
the merits and mediation of hia Redeemer, wili not he
2Pt 10 murmur gt the dispencations of Providence,
and to think himself hardly dealt by, when he ees
numbers all around, po worse by nature thay himsel,
enduring m 0y evils from which he ;s excmpt, and
devoid of various c mforts with which he 15 endow-
ed  Rather, Like the patriarch Jacob he wil] be rea.-
dy to say, *I"am not worthy of the least of 4] (he
mercies and of all the truth which thou h st shewn
unto thy servant’® The consideration, too, of the
Redeemer’. example will have 4 Powerful effect to
reconcile his ~ervant to 4 life of hard<hip, poveity or
contempt. Whje he contemplates the Lord of glory
born 1n a stable > lving i a Manger , at one time ep-
during hunger, thirst, and weariness, qt another,
@aking a thankful 1epast on some course barley bread
and afew small fishes » he will see how 1] it becomes
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*he christian to desire the honors and luxuries of life,

“ind thus learn with the apostle, 1n whatever state

he 1s, therewith to be content?

Aud should 1t ¢cven please the Father of mercie« to
tusit hbs friends and followers with the heaviest afflic
Liows, the recollection  that all events are undet the
disposal ot utinmite wi~dom and gooduess, will repres~
he nising murmur and diffuse a delightful calm thio’
he ~oul, ta1 ~uperior to the exultation that arses from
earthly prosperity  Lven 1o these days the con~ola-
tions of religion are vometimes ~cen 1o raise the great=
st ~utlerers above all thenr temporal affficuons, and
to make them tniumph, when human nature, unsupa
ported would «ink 1ato dejection o1 de~parn

Who but the chiistian for starce, <an look with
stedtastness aud serenity, nay, oiten with joy and glod-
2ess, on the approach ot that solemn hour which will
not only separate him from the most foved earthly
~cenes and compantons, but convey hus <pitit to on un-
tried unchangeable state, and bring hm into the aw-
ful presence of an intimtely great and holy God ? In.
fidelity will indeed <ometimes, though <eldem ~tcel
the heart against such 1mportant consideraticus , .nd
the lamentable ignorance in which most m n hve,
both of Gud aud ot themselves, may draw a vell over
these tremendous ~cenes, and svoth them 1110 o fatal
stupor and security Bt it 1s the <incere disciple of
Chnist alone who, at the same time that he 1mpastial-
iy reviews his whole conduct, and seew sin 1n ali 1ts
malignity and awful consequences cau resien his soul
with the most perfect composure, and a hope tull of
unmortality, into the hand of him who made 1t

Permit me, my christian readers to lquire can 1n-
finite wisdom be mistaken? can 1nfinite goodness be
cruel ? can infinite truth be false ?  Allow him that
knows the end from the beginning, to know better
what 1s good for you than you do for yourself; and to
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know how to come to his end the best way Sinee he
does not willingly grieve nor affl ct the children ot
men, and since it 1s only 1t need be, that we are s
heaviness ; what 13 1t but mercy and truth that car
mahe himdo a thing uowilhingly, and docs it only 1t
need be ? Would it be mercy or trath to humor you
In omitting what must needs be ? You will allow him
io Judge of the necessity of 1t too, for the same reas
son, and then you will cee reason to conclude witu
the royal mourner, ¢1 know, O Lord, that thy jude
ments are right and thatin very futhfulpe<s thou ha<,
affficted me * Psalm cxix 75 Especially when you
constler 1 the next place, That he will” make this
and all other trials, work together for good  This 1~
the general promise, ¢ We kow that all thines work
toge'her for good to them that love God * Rowm \T
28 We know 1t 1s so 1n fact, but we know not how
Indecd that knowledge 15 no business of ours , that
part we leave to God  To believe the truth of it, to
tahe the comfort of 1t, and to wait the 15sue of 1t, that
15 our part  Look upon every trouble through the
Scrptare , let God take what compass ke please, 1t
will come to this at 1:-t,

Happy would 1t be for Young people if they would
conaider their period of life as a most important era
In thear exictence.  Youth is an entrawce on a jour-
ney long and various , through an untried path where
are many dangers and difficulties "1 hey should there-
fore look well to the steps they are about to take, and
use the precaution of travellers in a strange land—
should nquire whether the way they are n 1s right
or wrong , whether it 1s the path of honor and pleas-
ure, or of disgrace and pain

Look around you my dear Youth, and behold many
a promi<ing young person plunged into wretchedness,
whose ruin 1s to be ascribed to too great a love of

‘ i pleasure ; who has given way to the inchination, and
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perapitated humeelf into the nabut of diserpation, tli
ne has become deat to all zood advice , proof agans
ulmonition 'utreaty and persuision ind 15 now among
the <plendid 1uins of human nuuie  Let these 1o
~tanceswarn you of your danger, and persuade you to
devote come pairt ot that ime, winch 19 <pent w put
sutt of any pleasnres, to reflection and consideration

¢ Take tast hold of in~truction, let het not go, hecp
aer, tor che s thy hfe’—wav the counsel of a wisce
aud teuder parent to lus son  Were parents i gen-
eral as anvious to impre~s the tender minds of then
<hildren with a reverential ccuse oi the name and at-
‘ributes of the Deity, and a desire of pleasing him by
a virtnou~ life, as they are to procure for them honos
wnd ricnes, it would have a pleasing influence upon
the nising generation.  Toseeall from asense of then
obligation to their common parent, cheerful and ar
ntve 1n hie «ervice, while each one 10 the particular
station which providence allots him, stiives to rnder
nthers happy insociety , mustafford a beautstul pros-
pect  Who ever considers the nature and capacities
of the human mind, and the great variety of means
our beneficent Creator has given us to obtain the
knowledge of his will, must be sensible that no one
can be truly happy without religion.

Oh! my dear young friends, if yon withstand the
many calls and warmirgs that you have from day to
day, and turn a deaf ear to the entreaties of joui
friends and the wooings of your Saviour, miserahle
must be your cordition thronghout eternal ages —
Seek the rehligion of Jesns Christ, and you will ve
prepared for life, vou will be prepared for death, and
aglorious immortality beyond the grave. Remember
that we must all appear before the judgement seat ot
Christ, to give an account of the things done n the
body, whether they be good or bad—of all our<ecret
thoughts known only to ourselves . of all our secret
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actions, which no eye saw, but the Jll secing cye ol
the omniscient Judge. He keeps a book of remem-
brance i which every evil thought word and work 1s
registered, every one of which will then be brought
forth, to our eternal confasion » unless they are wash
ed away 1 the precious blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ

Do you not reflect that time 1s progressive, and that
every past year 1s to us a year of added Jife ; which,
of consequence,is <o much substracted from the peri-
od of our mortal existence? But, in general, how
Improvident are we of time, though 1t 1s not 1n our
power to recall or retard it! We can scarce say, that
the present moment 1s our OWn, 0 5000 Is 1t elapsed ,
and who can tell that we shall enjoy the next?
This present moment—this noy—if | may 2o express
myselt, 1s but an nstant of time, betwixt that which 18
pust, and that which is 1n Suture. While we are re-
flecting upon 1t, it1s gone, and 15 immediately succeed-
ed by another. If, then, time 15 so rapid and faga-
c1ous, how imcumbent is 1t on us to improve the pres-
eot hour, that when it be Past, we may not he subsect
to the disagreeable reflection of having misemployed
it! For how painfal must be the retrospect, if we
should be so unhappy as to contemplate, not hours but
days and years, or perhaps the greatest part of Lfe,
dissipated in indolence, in pleasure, and in the neglect
at every christian and social duty. A review of this
kind must be productive of paintul sen<ations. Anud
there 1s no person, however harrassed with the cares
and vexalions of business, or the repeated cails of di-
verston. but will be obliged, 1n some solitary moment,
to sabmit to a self-examiuation. Every age of hunran
Iife demands it.

When we give up our heats to God, we begin to
aoswer the end for which we were created, and enjoy
d portion of that felicity which is reserved for the
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lessed n Heaven How contemptible and msignifi-
ant are all the amusements of the world, when our
earts have been rejoiced and amehorated and our
inds expanded by 1eflecting upon God and Christ
esus! When [ compare my 1mperfections and 1na-
ahity with the infinite majesty of God how little and
umble I appear , how my pride 1s lost and confoun-
ed n the miimty of Divine Perfection' and how I
ong for the glorious period when 1 shall be more
iearly acquainted with the everlasting God '

But happy am 1to say, that, through the grace of
God, my eyes are opened ; 1 perceive a Being which
has given me a soul whose desires cannot re-t short of
eternity—a Being in whom every perfection and vir-
e are united, and to whom I will consecrate my
heart, and devote myself for ever without reserve,
and for whom I will ever receive all my consolation
and delight 1 will exchange those earthly enjoy-
meatd, which 1 have hitherte preferred to the bless-
ings of Heaven, for advantages incomparabl!y more
real and permanently substantial  And though * still
continue to make a proper uce of the good things of
this hife, they shall never make me forget the love of
God ; but whilst I use them, and whilst [ feel myself
benefited by their good effects, when not abused, they
shgll serve as a constant memorial of the goodness of
G and call forth my acknowledgments and grateful
scle of his kind care and solicitude for my welfare.
‘Whenever I partake of any outward good, 1 will say
to myself, If I find so much sweetness in the enjoy-
ment of earthly things, and being only acquainted with
a very small part of the works of God, that knowl-
edge 13 so delightful, how happy and glorious will be
my state when initiated into the mysteries of Heaven,
and favored with a porton of the punty and perfec-
tions of God! How great s the felicity of the samnts,
who see him ae he is, and live 1n the constaat partic-
ipation of his Divine communion!
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From what we already know of God through b«
works, we may form some anticipation of the glory o'
tutarity, and prepare with joy and with gladness for
the bappy moment, when the soul, released from it
present dark and inferior abode, shall ascend into the
heavens, and enjoy that purity and exaltation, the 1e-
ward of those who by the proper use they have mads
of their time here, are permitted to join the heavenly
choir of angels 1n songs of ecstacy round the throoe
of the everlasting God.

Thus, my dear christian readers, I have endeayor-
ed to lay before you, some of the motives, to induce
Yyou to attend, without delay, to the concerns of your
souls; and it 1s my sincere prayer that you may all
he encouraged to seek that grace, which is necessar:
1o guide us through life, to support us in death, an
prepare us for heaven, :
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