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No.y—Copy of a Dispatch from Lieat. General Sir Gordon Drummond to the Earl -
"' Bathurst; dated 21st April1836 -+ - 4= . o7 o o 54
I\\o. 8.—Copy of Dispatch, from “Lieyt. General Sir John C. Sherbrooke to the 'Earl
Bathurst, X. G. ; dated Quebec, 24th Angnst 1816 -—Two Inclosu‘res - 54—-

. ,~§No.9~ Copy of, anspatch from Lieut. General Sir John C. Sherbrooke, to the Earl - | -
o Bathurst, K.G.; dated Qnebec, 23d October 1816 +—Four Inclosures - 56 -

No. 10.-—Copy of a D:spatcb from. Licut. General Sir John. C. Sherbrooke to the Earl
.. - Bathurst, K.G.; dated ‘Quebec, 11th November 1816 --One Iuclosure - - 62 T
No. a1 —-Copy of a stpatch from Lient. General Sir John C. Shetbrooke to the Earl ‘
.+ . Baphurs, K.G. ; dated Quebec, 215t .December 1816 - ‘e - 64 .
» -No. 12.—Copy..of a Dmpatc'b J’rom Lieut.. General Sll‘ J. C. Sherbrooke to the Earl -
- - Bathursy, K..G.; dated Quebec, 1st.January 817 ~, - - - 65 ‘
No.;s ~~Copy .of .a stpatch fron Lieut. Géneral Su' John C, Sberbrooke to the Earl -. |
, ,. o - - . Bathurst, K. G. ;' dated 2d January 1817 .—Two Inclosures . = - .- 66 = .-
, ‘N0.14.—1-COPy of a’ Dispatcli . from the. Earl Bathurst, K. G to ILgeut. General sit o
C e, JohnC Sherbrocke ; dated LythJanuary 1817~ - - RN - 70° . .5
fNo. ¥ 5—-Copy of a'Dispétch from Lieut. Govérnor Gore " to the Enrl Bathurst, K G.; -
- ; dated Upper Canada, 29th January 1817 « -, AN cesLmyr
wl\o. o--CoPy of a Dispatch from tlie Barl Bathurst,’ K.G. 1o Lneut- General er John Cob
* 7+ C. Sherbrooke} dated 6th Febmary Y N 7;;

’ No.17 -—Copy of a Dlspatchfrom the Earl Bathurst, K. G to Lu:ut. Geneml Slr John

A

B}

s
v

- ‘C. Sherbrooke ; dated 11th I‘ebrnary 1817 ] -, st s L e 5,‘-.
I\o. 18 —Copy of a stpatch from the Earl, Bathurst K, G. to Lleut. Genera} Sir Jobin' - o
. 'C.Sherbrooke; dated 11th Februzry 1817 —(Prwate) =, - ~ 73
N No 19 —~Copy of a st;mtch from the Earl Bathurst, K. G. to Lleut. General SirJohn’
o C. Sherbrooke,G C.B dated 10th March 1817 R N YR -

\ l\o.zo-—-Copy oF a Dlspdtcb from Licut, Genetal Sir Jobn C. Sherbrool.e, to the Earl - ‘
\ L Bathurst_. G.; dnted ‘Sth Apn} 1817 --‘-Three Inclo~ures - < - 74 :

) ‘/Eo. 23.—00py of a stpatch from Lieut, Gcneml Sir John C.Sherbrool.e. to the Eag oo

v

- Ly »B.;thurst, K. G<; daied Quebec, 23d April 1817:—0ge Inclo:ure‘ - 92 :
; ho. -2.———Copv of a lep'atch from Lieut. General ! ‘Sir Joho' C. thrbroul\e to the Earl,’| .
Sl 5 B.uhgrsr, K.G., d.xtcd Quebec, sth \Ia\ 181, R R T

,
,
R - 1 !
R 1 ' ' + .
' . i ~ . i [RI ~ o~
. > ‘ S ;

. R
Vet 4 o T



" No.23.~Copy of a Dispatch from zhe Earanth\mt, m G. to Licat. General Sir Joha -

C. Sherbrooke; dated 13th May. 1817 :—Tw@ Inclosures - - = o3 °
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, . 7" Copy of a Di from the Earl Bathurst, K. G. to Lieut. General ~ No. 2.

: - Sir_Gordon,,. imond, G. C.B.; dated 18th-March 1815 :—Three . —
7 Tadesurey Ty e L e T

~ SIR, - R VAT ! Downiug-street, rSth March i815. -

IHA}VING receivéd from 'ilie,'\ngv"erﬁi\):r and’ Compary ‘of  the “Hadson’s Bay

‘A X -Company, a Representation,)-of ‘which a copy i 'mclosed; ‘in whick they state
theic ions of an-attack from the Tndian nations-in the neighbourhood of the_
‘Red River,- agd request a smwall military force for-their protection ; I am’induced to
transwit it to you, in order that you miy make the hecessary inquiries as to the grounds,
of the fears expressed by them on this point;-and in the event of jour' considering .

. them to be founded, furnish such protection and assistance as can be afforded without ~
detriment to His Majesty’s service." - You will take-especial care, whatever measures
you ‘may adopt for this purpose,  to ‘abstain “from . doing “any act or expressing any
opinion which may tend to affect the question jin dispute between the Hudson’s Bay
and North-West companies ; the sole gbject’ of ‘the present. instruction’ being, to ,
secure the lives and -properties of His' Majesty's .suljjécts ‘éstablished on the Red o

River; from the predatory attacks of the Indian nations-in the. neighbourhood; with . ' _ ~

" which they state themselves ta be threatened. © = - - - T 77T -
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 MyEod, =7 . 7x Hudsous Bay House, 18th February 1815, »* pooure -
.+~ 1 beg leave to lay before your Lordshjp, a Representation, which- has beén: .
addressed to .the Directors of - the Hudson’s Bay company by the Earl of Selkirk ;-in Earl Batburat's |
from which it appears that a settlement lately formed in Red "River, within.the terri- °f 18.March 18i5.
tories. dnd juﬁnau of the Hudson's Bay company, is’in imminent danger of being :
destroyed, through the machinations of certain persons who_are” endeavouring by * -
- maliciops réfreésentations;to_inflame the minds_ of ‘the Indians azajust the colonists. L
Though the'evidenice, which is-now produced, may ot perhaps be sufficientto crimi= . ~
. mate the individuals alluded to, it certainly appears to call for measures of precantion | . =
. b dvert the hotrible: conscquences which mlgﬁt ensue from an actual, attack of the -
settlement by the Indians;. L humbly conceive thatthe‘only effectual mode of obviating e
this danger, is:by the_presénce.of » military force; and as the Hudson's Bay com-- - ™
- pany have not-the means of affording this species of protection, 1 trust thata smalk ‘
' portion of the force now in Canada, may be detached to Red River. - = .- ‘
'* We do not anticipate aty necessity for a permanent military establishment, as it B "~
. probable.that in two or thyree yemstythe settlers will be in z:ngndiﬁon' to provide for - - - ..
. their own' security. - In the mean time, a'very small force will be suffiéient for their . " -
“protection ;- and so long as it-may be deemed advisable fo keep such a forcé on Red. .
River; the directors of :the Hudson’s Bay company feel assured, that the expense to |
Government cannot exceed what the same aumber of men would cost in any of  the
.garrisons of Upper Capada. - . .~ - . L. 0S8
58 ¢ . T 0 B e ., For
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2 APERS RELATING TO THE °~ .

" For your Lordship’s satisfaction, I take the liberty of inclosing a toncise statement, _
- of the circumstances under which the settlentent on Red River has been formed, and
- the views of tlie Hudsan's Bay company in its establishment. .

*_  The Right Honodrable,

I have the honour to be; &c.

T (Signed)  Josgph Berens.
the Earl Bathurst, &c. &e. &e. - -2 .~ . . T

Geﬁtlemen, . - Penge Place, 14th Febr;xarj 1815.

You are well aware, that several persons connected with the North-West com- '

- of 18 March 1815, pany, who' consider the settlement in Red River as likely to be injurious to ‘their

-

.
v

interests, have frequently enlarged on the.danger of -hostility from the natives, which

that company might have the means of exciting. These menaces we have hitherto- -

disregarded, as a mere artifice to check the progress of the settlement. Of late,
however, my correspondent at Montreal” has strongly expressed an opinion, that

. serious danger is to be apprehended ; <and it would appear; that in proportion to the

success of the'establishment in getting. over the natural difficulties of an infant colony,

the virulence of‘its eneinies has increased;- and that -some- desperate effort is in con- .
templation to overturn it (while that is yet practicable,) by means of those Indians .

- »

who are under the influence of the Canadians. | .

A letter has lately been- put.into my hands, which corroborates these ideas_very

- strongly, as it shows that the same apprehiénsion is entertained by persons in Canada,
who must unquestionably have access to correct information. The letter is, dated in
October last, and relates chiefly to sale ‘of lands, which the writer seems to have
intended, with the view of settling with some of his relations. on Red River. He is
a partoer of the North:West company, and a gentleman of known probity and.
"veracity. He retired from the active management..of the business in the inland

country, at & recent date, so that he must be well acquainted. with the feelings of his

partoers there; and as he still draws a share of -their profits, it is nat likely that he
would be disposed to misrepresent their. views, or to exaggerate their. malevolence.

T inclose the letter for your consideration, and I request your attention particularly to.:
. the Tollewing paragtapb, in which you will observe that he speaks’of the enmity of the -

partners, in general, and the interest they bave to destray the settlement, as a matter

so well understood, as to require ne comment :—* From reparts which baye reached.

* me, from a source I cannot doubt, since 1 had the pleasure of seeing you, I have

“‘. teason to fear that-my. brother’s life, and the safety of the infant colony on Red*
‘ River, are in a perilous situation. My greatest fear is from treachery, and machi- -

“ pations to prejudice the natives against the colonists. Sdme of the wintering

« partners of the North-West company, think favourably- of the undertaking, and -
» “will-go all lengths consistent with their duty-and interest as North-West partoers,’

“ 1o préevent its destruction. The strongest.argument I have heard used to raise
¥ a jealousy in the natives, -is by inculcating in-their' minds a belief, that they are
“ robbed of their lands without any indemnification. This I have heard 4 year ago,

. *from the 'mouth of. a principal, and onc of the chief -instigators of this enmity to

« the-colony.” ~ k

L3

If the Indians have been led to eniettain jealousy on, thi§ bead, it bas not been:

from any inattention of our agent to satisfy their just claims, - Captain M*Daonell.

had.my instructions.to make a pirchase from the natives, of 'tbe land required for -

theVse of the “settlement. In_ his letter of July i813 (less than.a year. after his
arrival on Red River,) he writes -to this effect:—*“. I-am at a loss in what manper ta.

.* make a_parchase from the natives ; those here do pot. call themselves.owners of the. -

“ soil, although'long in possession. It belonged originally to, the Crees, whon the.
“ Assiniboins, who are a branch of the Sioux, drove off.- A swall:annual preséat;
“ will satisfy.the Indians here, and should the, others make a claim, a.present will

-% satisfy them also.” . o S SRR ’

In zixe same letter captain, M-Donpgll mentions cixcuxpétangw;whicliﬁonwigced him

Atbat, even.at that period, the North-West company. had: been - endeayouring to give:

the, Indians a bad impression of the colonists,; ‘and, among other authorities, 'he; refers

to: 2 letter from Mr. John M°Leod, who had, necéiveg:,informﬁpnlﬁ*omra'Canadian,: T

'

of thie intrigues that,were going on, teinfluence. the minds of the Indians; and by hiw, .
.- ":l‘;ﬂstglsggdc}ly stated, that clerky and, ipterpreters of, the Nowthy West,company bad. -
. t0ld. theigdi

-

ans, “should they allow a, colony-to settle herg, they would, be,made
GRS , !

X
Y
v ) . —
- -~ - ~ ”& 1

- Sslaves




s tte AL gy e, o

RED.RIVER SETTLEMEN

. ' 3 K
< slaves-of (which -crested- great \discontentedness afwong them,)\ and oy their "~
. procrastinating making objections.toit, would only give advantage to\get & superior ! ~
« force to the colony.” _It appears that_these.inflammatory discourses bad led the
Indians to use menacing language towards the settlement. . *But jo. a further part of = = -

3

_ have been observed on

R

" the: report, captain M"Donnell writes, “ T bave had conferences with thie principal
_ ¢ chiefs.of the Saulteaux tribes; all the formidable threats against us are blown'over;
* they are now favourably disposed towards the colony. As faras the state of our
"< stores “could afford 1 have been liberal to them. ' -They call me the mastex, of the
- soil, their general father, come purposely for their good. - I-am convinced, that”
“ should there ever be difficulties with them, they must be created at the instigation
" ¢ of inimical traders. - As to their driving them to.general-hostility-with “us,) they
‘ cannot now do it. 'The premier, or supreme hereditary chief of -all the Saulteaux
“ tribes, is, at my request, encouraging the Indians of Lake la Pleice to- draw towards
< this river, to form themselves into'villages, plant Indian corn, &c.” N\

. It does not appear that any further uneasiness has been entertained respetting the
Saulteanx, who, in fact, have derived material .benefit from their-intercourse with the
seitlers ;' and many circumstances might be quoted. to prove the cordiality that subsis
between them. The Saulteaux are the Indians who veside in thé immediate vicinity'
of the settlement, and who alone could -have any plausible or natural-ground of
objection to it. But the apprehensions which are now entertained are from the
Assiniboins, whose country liés at a great distance, and with whose interests the
settlers  cannot, interfere; so that there is no probability-that a hostile feeling coitd-© =~
have arisen on their part, unless it had- been industriously_fomented.~ As theSe
Indians are in the habit of daily intercourse with the Canadian traders, while captain
M:Danrell had little or no opportunity of removing any mistaken impression, and a5
you have now before you the testimony of an unexceptionable witness, who, from
personal knowledge, states, that arguments have been used “ to raise a jealousy in the
“ natives, and to insﬁg‘:te ennity to the golony;” the symptoms of hostility which

e part of “this numerous and warlike tribe of Indians cannot.
. be deemed a matter of little moment, or the result of mere casual irritation.  ~

Along with the circumstances which have thus recently come ‘to our knowledge, °
we_cannot forget the vehement antipathy to the intended settlement, which was -
expressed as far ‘back as the year 1811, by persons connected with the North-West Y

_company. In your own' hall you heard the violent language of more than one of ‘
these gentlemen on the subject; and to the circumstances which your recollection
will supply, I beg leaveto add a ‘miriute written by captain Miles M*Donnell ont the <
24th. May 1811, relating, the circumstances of @n interview with a distingnished -
partner.of the North-West company (two days before,) when the conversation’ bad’ -
turned upon the- proposed settlement. on Red River; and-among other expressions . -
_ this gentleman had declared that “ he was determined to give all the opposition in his'
“ power, whatever might be the consequences,” that “such a settlement struck at
“ the root of the- North-West company, “which it was intended to ruin. _Ifother
‘“ people did not clearly see their own interésts, he'did; that'the settlement mustat: -
* all' times.lay at the mercy of the Indians, who would not be bound 'by: treaties, '
* and that one North-West company’s interpréter would be able at any time to set-
) ‘f&,t?p;lndians against the settlers-to destray thqm.”_ . - S o
At the period that I refer to, I was disposed (with you) to consider the langnage
“of these gentlemen as an jdle menace, intended only to deter us from the prosecutiof- - . .
_of our design, "and'I did not believe that the"North-West company could be induced - °
seriously to.entertain so horrible a. project, as.that, of instigating the Indians to destroy E
their -fellow subjects. It still- appears to me almost incredible that such-a project
should be. entertained. -Yet under the circumstances which' I have-stated, I cangot: -~ * -
. think that we-should.be. justified ‘in. trusting the 1ivesof the settlers to chance, and'to -
. the forbearance of those who do not scruple to avow the interest they have in
destroying the settlement. . However respectable many members of the North-West X
company, may.be; we know-that among their partners. there dre individuals who have ' .

f

", hardly a better notion. of. law orjustice than the Indians-themselves; men whothave -

lived!. fiom- early youth, at a -distance from the restraints of civilized society, whose: .

- notiens of honeur-and-moral duty are nearly comprized” in‘the one'point:of” zealous.. . = ™
- attention. to the--interests’ of ‘their partnership ; and who, with uncultivated minds C
. and-impetuous passians, are accustomed to believe' that the remoteness of the country:
will shelter theny frony any legal investigation of'their conduct:: .It is difficult to say..
_584.*.\ T ; IR oo 7 how

o
0 ~ A -
: [ ~
.

Py

1

4



(3)
. iu Earl Bstlmrst s

4 - PAPERS RELATING TO THE,

how far such meri may be camed by the thxrst of gain, combined thh the habit of
acrimonious frivalship. - J

* Under these “circumstances, the nécess]ty of aﬁbrdmg protech n to ensure the
safety of the colonists~ must-be evident; and I beg leave to submit to your consi-
derétion, whether this can'be adequately provxded for without the aid of His Majesty’s

government. L . I have the horoiir to be, &c.

.To the Governor, Deputy Governor, - (Signed) .. Selkirk: -
“and. Commlttee of the HudsonsBayEpmpany . S L

/MM/ S ~ L - STATEMENT. |

- THE servants of tbe Hudson’s Bay company employed in the fur trade, ‘have

+ of 18 March 1815. h)therto been fed with provisions exported from England.  Of late years this expense

has been so enormous,. that it has become very desirable-to try the practwabnhty of
raising provisions. within the territory itself; notwithstanding the unfavourable soil and
“clifnate of the settlements -immediately ad_]acent to Hudson's-Bay, there'is a great

déal of fertile lands in the interior of the }:ountry, where the climate i i very good and

well fitted-for the cultivation of grain.

* It did not appear probable that agriculture would be cartied on w:th suﬁiclent care °
"and attention by servants in the immediate employment of the company ; but by

establishing independent settlers, and ‘giving them freehold tenures of land, the com-
pany expected to obtain’a certain supply’ of provisions at a ‘moderate price. " The
company also entertained expectations " of 'considerable evéntual, benefit;, from the
improvement of their landed property by means of agricultural } settlements. Havmg

a due regard to the implied conditions of their charter, they deemed it a duty incum-
bent on them (as soon as the_pracucabxhty of agricultural lmprovements was demon- -

~———~stmtedj“to"‘c‘n’v€'§' liberal degree* of encouragement to 'an expériment, which,

. - nat been mdusmously fomenbed

mdependently of the advantages, protmsed to have the most beneﬁmal effects on the
civilization of the Indians, - - -

With-these views the company were mduced in the year 1811, todlspose of al e,
tract of their lands to the Earl of Selkirk, in whose hands they tristed that the expe-
riment would be prosecuted with due « attention, as the grant was' made suchct to’

_adequate conditions of settlement

"In entermg upon this transactlon, the Hudsohs Bay company nadr fio reason to”
suppose.that the intended establishment would meet with any peculiar difficulties,

‘The country on Red River, where it was to be formed, had been frequerited by the

servants of the company. for a long course of years.; and they were .in,the habits_of
the most friendly intercourse with. the natives. The district bad been much-exhausted
of valuable furs, so that the trading posts in it had proved -of late years unprofitable,

- and doubts had been entertained whether they ought to.be continged ; “and.the Indians
had, on wvarious occasions expressed miuch anxlety, lest the Hidson’s _Bay. company -

should abandon the posts from which, they had so lono been ac_customed to receive
their supnhcs of Brmsh man}xfactures. oo A T ‘

It was not. therefore to. be supposed that they wouldaob.}ect to-an estabhsbment,

| calculated to secure them ‘permaneutly from any,such apprehension ;.and there isno

it

reason to believe that any dxssansfacnon would "have exlsted on tbeu: part, if it had

v } o :
e

\
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Copy of &. Dlspatch frol{ Lreut. General S:r Gordon Drummond to the* -

Earl Battiurst, K. G dated Quebec, Jﬁth August 1815 -—Stxteen‘
Inclosures.~
" My Lord;> = .. c o Castle Quebec, August 16th, 1815
* HAVING cons:dered what would be the‘best method of gaining thie mfnmmnon4 ,

”reqmred in your Lordship’s letter-of the 18th March, it appeared to: me,- that by .

company, whom I- knew to be persons of the-utmost inte nd: respeétabxhty,
I should-not only have the best chance of attaining that obfect, but .of: .more effec--
'ually providing. for. the secunty of the lxves and property of-the settlers on thie. Red

// - River
- - - s ‘ s T~ '
.o N ‘ , . - :
’ t 1
v ‘ N ‘

addressing myself for, that purpose confidentially to the h}d;%lbe North-West '



. River, than by he adoption of any other means- within my reach -Thesé objects

- bave, I trust, beeq, attained, as far as they are attainable. - y

‘Before I call your Lordship’s attention to the numerous documents which accom-

+ pany this letter, (more particularly to.that from Mr.MGillivray, in answer to that

-~ which I caused the deputy adjumnt-generai to addressto him,) it is proper to intimate

RED RIVER SETTLEI\IENT" v g

-~ toyour Lordship, what'I did not think it necessary to comtnunicate to the gentlenien .

of the North-West company, viz. that the plan of affording military protection to the

.y o

Earl of Selkirk's settlement, is in my opinion decxdedlvlmpractxcable buteven admitting

_the practicability of moving a detachment of troops, with the necessary provisions ami )

“stores, to that reméte terntory, the expense attending it would not only be enormous,
(far, beyond any idea your. Lordship would form of 1t,). but the first and_ unavoidable

ﬁ'ect of this interference would, I conceive, be to involve us in an Indlan war, for
obJects foreign to the interests of the British government.

“ Itis far from my | mtentmn to attempt to influence the Judoment which your, Lord-”“

‘ shxp may form, from au inspection of the papers herewith transmitted. But I think

it incumbent on me to remark, that I cannot but feel appreherisive, that the most_

. mischievous consequences are- likely td arise, from_the conduct and character of the
“individual whom Loid Selkirk has ‘selected for his agent, who styles~ himself a

governor, and from whose intercourse with the persons in the'service- “of the North-.

'West company, it isin vain to look for the spicit of moderation‘and conciliation which
it is so desirable should animate- persons-situated as'these . traders and settlers are,
_cut off as they.are, from the whole civilized world; and dependent on.their union and
:mutual good offices -along for protection, not only erm the sama&trxhes by which
_ .they are surrounded,-but against an enemy, not less formidable, viz. famine. The
A questlon, as 1o the i mvasmn of rights, of which the North-West and Hudson's Bay
- coinpanies mutually complain, appears to me to be entirely one of law, and one in

_« -y fact on which the law can alone decide; it has, therefore, very properly been refeus cd

by the North-West company to a legal tribunal. o

e Ihave the honour to be, &cﬂ’

- " _The Right Honourable o © {Signed) Gordon Drummom!
Farl Bathurst, &c. &, &e. . o o

4 « ’ i
- Ny v - ~
t -~

4 T

" Dear s, .= C Montrea] 2gthMay 1815,
. We beg leave totransmit to vom, to be Iald before his excellency Sir Gordou. ;
Drummond extract of a letter lately recexved by ds from the Eart.of Selkick. -~

The mformatlou upon’ which it has been t.houoht necessary to make apphcatlon for
«-mlhtary -assistance is by no means vague; gmd should “his hxc«.llency deem it
aecessary to inquire into the circumstances before the instructions of-the Secretary
~ -of State are complied with, we have in our possession such documents as. will mfal-
. Jibly prove it, correct; and these, if required, .will be laid betore his Excellency. -

Some further suggestions are given by Lord Selkirk, with a view to facilitate thc

: ;nrnval of the partyru be sent to Red River, which'can be submitted if-it is'thought -
necessary ; .and should it be’ thought advisable to comply only with that part of hrs‘

Lordship's suggestions, wherein one intelligent non-commlssloned cfficer of artillery is
recomménded to be sent, we: beg leave to st.ate, that we can find conVeyance tor hxm
>+ dnadldight! icanoe,: that-will leave xbls about 20th June for'Lake Wi innipic. ©

- The 1mportance of this business is such; that ‘we are persuaded it will not be dver--

<

{ooked by his excellency any unnecessary length of time,
‘. : - Wehavethe honour to be, &c. :
) Major’ Foster,” - = | (Swned) * Muitland, Gordom% Ault{;o.
mmmy Secretarg, Quebec. ’,"‘ . . . ;
- . ’ ,', N ’ ® < -

\" - >

Extracts from a Letter~from the Earlof Selfmk to Maxtland“ Gordon & Auld_}o,
dated London, March 22d, 1815. © « ‘ el

e In consequence of the information which we (meamno' the Hudaon s Bay com-"
pany and ‘himself) received from Mr. Robertson, of the progress of hosuhty -against

h I: 'the’ settlement on the part of the Indiaons, mstxgated by the North-West company,

application ‘has “béen made’ to: government ' for..military: protection ;' and we have

received - information from the" Sccretary of State for the colonial department, that,

F
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instruetions have been given to-the governor of Canada to give such -protection t6
the settlers on Red River as can be afforded, mthout detnment to His Ma_;cstys ’
_ service in other, quarters. .-

~

A

[
TPy

“ T understand that' copies of our apphcanons have been sent to the governor;
% ‘ . &nd that he is directed to inquire into the circumstances.

% One of the readiest and best modes in which he could give assistance, would be

- by sending a small party of artillerymen, say 10 or 12, under the command of. one

, : or two steady non-commissioned ofﬁ'cers, and with them onc or two very light brass

. pieces, which I recollect to have seen in the arsenal at Quebec. They could be sent in

' batteaux by York and Matchadashe, to Lake Superior, and so far they could take with

3 them an ample dnd superabundant supply of provisions. Information being sent to”

1. Captain M<Donnell, he would send canoes to the Grand Portage to meet them, and

é o to bring them throutrh the difficult road to Winnipie ; as thercare at Red River some

N little articles of m'dnance which our people do not well understand how to manage,

3 ’ ' it would be of material service if even one mteillgent serjeant of artillery could be
d sent by the first opportunity. .

R . « I presume_that the uovemor-neneral wxl[ not think of/ allottmn less than one
company of infantry for the protecnon of Red River: and it occurs. to me, that
probablg, some of the troops now to be withdrawn from MKay or Prairie des Chlens,

LR ‘ on the Mississippi, might be sent with less difficulty than from any othen quarter as
v the_y are already far on the way

- ]
* 7~

Inclosure (Cénﬁdenﬁal.) )
i i Sie G(:grum- Gentlcmen, 'y ‘ Quebec, June 8th, 1 81 5.
mond’s of 16 “Sir Gordon Drummond has desired me to acknowledge-the receipt of your letter

August 1815, of the 29th ultfmo, addressed to' the. military secretary, and to inclose for your . -
! private information, copy of a communication’ which it is ploposed ‘to -address to
. Mr. MGillivray on the subject. You will be pleased -to acquaint me how far, i in
. your opinion, -a letter of this kind would produce the intended effect. . . .

His excellency feeling fully disposed- to enter into the subject, has dlrected me to
“ : request a commumcanon from you of the documents alluded to, as, being in” your
! possession. .. I'have the honour to be, Re. ‘ .
. (Signed) J. Harvey, A, 6. .77
Messrs. \Izutlzmd, Gordon, & Auldje, - . : -
.7, &ec. Montreal. Coo ) o

[

Taclosure (Conﬁdential.) o v - T
 {4) - - My dear Si,, -0 ) . Quebec 8th June 18’15
;o Sir Gordon Dmmmonﬁ has reccived a communication from. high authonty,
i dlrectmc him to make inquiry into the'foundation. for a strong degree of apprehen=i
' “sion, which appears to be entertained by the Earl of Selkirk and ‘the Hudson's Bay!
. company, for the safety of their settlers on the KRed River,in consequence ‘of an idea !
" which has been instilled"ioto théir minds, by persons rcs:dcnt in ‘Canada, that the’
Indian tribes in the neighbourhood of that scttlement have been fnstigated to- commit |
© the horrid and atrocious act of attemptmfr the destriction of the whole populatien of
« - ., 'thatsettlement. I mustnotconceal from you, that some of the servants of the North-
| West company aré suspected. of being concerned in this diabolical plot. Sir'Gordon: .~
- Drummond, however, feels that he “cannot more strongly evince the high respect - ,
- “"which be entertains i‘or the heads of that most respectable body, and his perfect con-. 4
fidence in their candom' and liberality of sentiment, thaniby the course he has nos
o " “hesitated to adopt, in applying himself to them for the information, which thiey .
- assuredly possess the best means of affording, dnd which his Evcellency is equally.
- . assured they are too honourable and consciéutious to witbhold. ' I um commanded,} -

-y

- g thérefore, to ask. you, . if there exists,’ m vour opinion, any reasonable grounds for be-‘
‘ Jieving thatthe atrocity “alluded tois in the contemplatwn of the Indxans in questxon, o
. or that the safety of the persons or proper ot the settiérs on the Red Rlver, is¢

Vi ‘ eudanéered from the* causes above refcrrcd to.. o

-Whatever may be the ¢ answer to tlus query' commanded to remmd you; that =~
-+ that powetful body of which you are’ at 1hc head far more than the "ovemmertllt of
1 A L , these

0 ! - . . »‘ .

'
f -
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"+ . from high authority,

- My dear Sit, .- |’
:'” I have had the b

these provinces, pgssesses the means of influencing thE actions of these remote tribes .
of Indians, with whom they a/one hold-an intercourse, whose wants they alone supply, -
and whose conduct they alone can control. ‘The North-West company, therefore, )
will be considered ;responsible in the eyes of the world, as well as in those of His
Majesty's government, for any such horrid catastrophe as I have alluded o, whether -
arising from thie“dnstigation of their subordinate agents, or frop~the uninfluenced - -
“malignity of the Indians themselves. - L@ - .
Sir Gordon Drommond feels assured, that by this appeal he has more effectually
provided for the safety of the subjects of His Majesty, inhabiting the shores of
' Hudson’s Bay, than it would be in his power to .do by any other measure .

whatsoever. . . . e

€ *

- His Excellency being ill;provided with maps or charts of that remote part of His_
Majesty's dominions, in which the Red River settlement is sitvated, has directed me
to request you will favour him with the short.loan of any which may be'in your
possession. / .
: J I have the honour to be, &c.
Hon%s W™ M<Gillivray, Esq. . . (Signed) - J. Harvey,
&c. North-West Company. : E ' - -

i -

)

Montreal, 24th June 18135. - Inclosure,

nour of receiving your letter of the 14th ipstant, stating the in Sir G.( 51))ru'm-
had been made to his Excellency Sir Gordon Drummoud, moud'sof 16
lative to the alarm entertained by the Earl of Selkirk for the Ausust 1815. -
safety of his settlement on the Red River, and asking trom me an opinion, whether
or not there is ground for such alarm. - :

v
Rl J":'-‘\
«
.

!

communication which

I have reason to" suppose that the communication alluded to, is the same that was
* - made to-His' Majesty’s government in February last, upon that subject. A copy of
' it was transmitted by Mr. Goulburn to the gentlemen representing the North- West °
company in London,/ who in my humble opiuion returned a suitable and satisfactory =
+ . answer to jt at the/time; but it would appear that this has- not been considered
. sufficient, ‘and the spid company, according to his Lordships insinuations; are still
supposed to be capable of instigating the natives to massacre the settlers.

" I cannot but express the feelings of indignation to which this calumny gives rice. |
+ ~ I deny, in thé most|solemn manuer, the allegations' whereon this shameful accusation.
is founded: so far from their having any existence in. truth, the contrary is the fact;
- for it can be proved, that the first year of his Lordship’s settlement, the innocent
people who had been enticed from their homes by his golden but delusive promises,
and ' misrepresentations, had no other means of avoiding starvation, but the supplies
* which they derived from the stores of the North-West company; therefore had' the~ , -
. principles of the body, or of those employed by .them, been such as the Earl of ’
- Selkirk has been pleased to impute to themy there was no need of hostile Indians to -
" interfere in the destruction of the scttlement: hunger- alone would speedily have - -

¢

e s
.
®

‘

- accomplished, the work. « - . - . o

The liberal sqéx_timents which'8ir Gordon Drummond is pleased to express for the
+ . North-West company, are highly flattering to that body, and I trust well merited ;
. I should therefore be extremely sorry, and deem it highly improper to injure them jn -
-his opinion, by misrepresentisg facts, upon whatever. subject he did me. the honour. to '
+ask my opinion. I therefore declare, that I am an utter stranger to any instigation,
or any determination of the Indian nations to make any attack on the settlement jn .
question’; but I will not take upon me to'say; that serious quarrels may not happen
Letween the settlers and-the nations, whose hunting grounds they have taken posses-
sion of, in the American style of injustice and land pillage, exclusive of the danger
they run from the vicinity of-the Sioux nation, who from time immemorial have made
_it a practice to make war on the Indians on ‘the Red River, their permanent encmies,
and upon the whites who are found in that country ; many justances of - which can be.
adduced, because the Indian'nations, when in a state of, hostility, consider the whites . .
found in the’ country of their enemy, as being in his.interest, and to be treated . '~ -
-, accordingly. - Lo S . ‘
" . The arrogant and violent conduct of* Lord Selkirk’s agents, cannot well fail to o
produce;such a result as the quarrels above ‘mentioned. The Indians' require no
584 o~ . ‘ L - g . instigation . -
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m«gmat:on to commit violence, where they consider their own interests as concerned;
for notwithstanding the influence Which it is supposed the North-West company has
over them, within a_few years, a brigade of boats coming down the Red River was
attacked without any apparent prevxous cause or prov oc.mon, and several men killed
;or wounded ; lives are occasionally lost in like mander in every part of the 1\101 th-
West country. \
The influence, \\hatever it may be, which the North-West cmnpany possess over
the Indlans, has-been exerted in 8 manner easentmlly different trom the false and
atrocious idea of intending to be instrumental in the massacre of Lord Selkirk’s help-
less.and deluded settlement of which 1 hope I may appeal to Government for
substantial proofs during the late war ; ‘and it is-strance that at the time the exertion
of this influence occasxoncd that company to be identified by the enemy with the
government, and their property at Sawt Mary's in consequence plundefed and de-
stroved, . as belonging to povernment, the agents of his Lordstup should, under a
plctwded, but usurped authority, with force and arms have plundered the company
of tireir property on, the banks of the Red River, which actually took place in the
Spring of the year 1814, when their depbt of provisions, which bud been collected
dmmﬂ the preceding winter, and which was the only supply they had for their canoe-
men in their voyage from the interior to-their place of rendezvous on Lake Superior,
was for cxblv scized, and the greater part felomouslv retained. This took place at a
time when it-was well known that provisions could not be obtained from Upper .
Cunada, as the enemy was in possession -of the Lakes, and consequenﬂy this act of
robbery was committed with the express intention of either starving the North-West
canoe men, or putting a total stop to the exit of the company's returns.  Insinuations
apainst the North-West company, and.pretended alarms brought forward by persons
capable of such acts, come indeed from them with an ill grace ; but the motives are
manitest, and meant to anticipate or counteract the feelmus “lnch their own conduct,
when kaown, would naturally- produce. '

The robbery above mentioned might have been prevented, or his lordthp s agents
made to pay dear for their unJusnﬁable conduct, had the North-West’ compaay’s
people availed “themselves of what was in their power, and: been as regardless of
conscquences as their opponents appeared 1o be; but all aid from the nations was
refused, and other means’ avoided, which in strict justice they had a right to 1esort
" to in defence of their property and right, as British subjects. His E‘:celleucy has
. been misinformed iu-regard to our-being the only.people who had intercowse witl
the Indian natlous; there are gicat numbers of ‘hunters, Canadians and othels, who
are to be found in wany parts of the North-West counts y, and pamcularly on.the
.Red River, who live among the Indians, and not being in the company s se1vice are
not subject to their cootrol. Besides the Hudson's Bay company us tradas (of
which ‘compuny Lord Selhirk is now an assocmte) have their  posts close to those of _
the North-West company, in every part of the c..ountr_y “eastward Of the wcky
mountaius, excepting Athabusca, w bich forms no, poition of the alleged -Hudson’s
Bay ferritory; and as they supply the natives to the extent of their mesns in like.
manner-as the North West company ; therefore it is' presumed, that with' equal
~ justice and good faith in their deilings they miust possess the same mﬁucnce

.

It would indecd be extraordinary if the North-West compau), who caunot always |
save their ovn people: from violence, should be held responsible for, whatever
mistortune “tnay happen to Lord Selkirk's, or to the servants of the H udson’s' Bay-~
_ company ;  against -such ‘doctrines I most ;solemnly protest. JIudmduals in ‘the-’
Indian country aic personally responsible for their own crimival acts,’ in like manier.
as elsewhere ; and an act’ of the British parliament (43d of His \ia_)eaty) was passed
for this express purpose.. “The British government has not only an jinfluence, but
-a legal authority over the: community ; but does this make the members thercof -
person-xlly responsible for, the -murders' and, robberies, committed in the Unil
‘Kingdom? His L\cel!ency may rest assurcd that the’ North-West company wiil
ne\er msumtc, nor authorize any of their servants to.justigate, the Indian nations to *

commit murder, were they even as, xoxd of humanity as the Earl of Selhirk scems to

- consldu them, they know too well the consequences to themselves, of encouraging.
. disorders’ of any kind in the-Iodian conntry. The Indians, ‘once roused to a»ma,

would hardly distinguish between -an Hnulﬂandf.r or Canadian’ from' thé-shores-of.

Hudson’s Bay, and people of the same country coming fiom Canada. I béx leave

10 inclose some documents which may be consndered as referred to 'in this letter. -

1 wph his® Lxcelkucy to be posse<sed of facts, in order to remove from his ind any
. ( 3 . . unfavouarable

3
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: ] it .
unfavourable impression which the unfounded and self-interested calumnics, raised T
and’ propagated against us "by the Earl of Selkirk and his agents and partizans are )
calculated to produce. That noblemdn has thought™ proper lately to become the
avowed rival of the North-West company in the trade which they have carried on-
for upwards of thirty years with credit to themselves,” and it is hoped with benefit to
their country. Under the ‘guise and cloak of colonization, be is aiming at and
maturing an exterminatin% blow against their trade.’- Insinuations of alarm aund false~
accusations form part of the system, and his_agents and servants are probably
instructed to bring them ‘artfully forward, to raise prejudices against us;. surely
interested representations from such a quarter should be received with caution, and’
be better supported.than the correspondence of his Lordship’s agent sent to Canada,”
who collects and “reports his “pretended - information- as- derived from a common
Canadian whom he does not name. It is matter of astonishment, that the idea of
colonization in the Indian country, at the distance of 2.000-miles from home, should
be tolerated by-His Majesty’s government, and its consequences not seen through. "

If it Tail, as it must and ought, fhiumerous innocent individuals will fall a sacrifice to

_his Lordship’s visionary pursuits; and if it succeeds, it mwust_infallibly destroy the
Indian trade in the result: as experience proves, that when colonization adyances,
Tndians and their trade disappear. Thus his Lordship is contributing. towards -

. Indian exterminadon. Besides the planting of colonies so far in the interior, where
they are placed outof thereach and control of the mother country, is, as it werd, trans-

_ferring thém and their future interests to the United States, in whose territorg, by the
terms of thelate treaty of peace, they will most probably befound; and thus a 3trength - .

"israising up to be hereafter employed in aid of American ambition against British -
intercsts. “In a fair commercial competition, we have no objection to enter the lists
"with his Lordship, but we caniiot remain passive spectators. of thie violence used-to
plunder or destroy our. property, under any pretended or usurped authority as was
assumed by Mr. Miles'" M Donnell, who styles himself governor, but-whose procla-
mation resembles that of a bashaw, respecting our depéts or collection of provisionrs

. for the.trade as' above stated. In all such attempts heteafter, the North-West
company -would assaredly be' justified in repelling force: by force; ‘at all events, .

I cannot but consider the rights and “property of that body as equally entitled to the
protection of His Majesty’s government as the Earl of Selkirk’s. ° -

I have no good general chart of the North-West country ;- but id the one which ' t
I now send, the Red River and countries adjacent are correctly laid down;, from the
surveys of Mr. David Thompson, the astronomer ‘of the Noith-West company. S
Tlig.glihnt to his Lordship by the Hudson’s Bay company is tinged with a light red -
or pink. ’ : T

N I have the honour, &c. . =
' L' Co! Harvey, . L (Signed) M. M Gillivray.;
.Dep? Adj* Gen', &c. &¢. &c. . L. .
*+ Dear Sir, - o R Montreal, 12th June 1815. . ‘}nc'](,sme‘
_ WE thad the honour on' the 10th instant of receiving your letter of the 8th, con- , . (9

veying to us copy of a communication proposed to be sent to: Mr. MGillivray, on 2 $i7,G- Drum- .

s 1T ; ; mond's, of 16 -
the subject of the Red River colony. . . E - ra i

“» We feel persuaded, that the transmission of this paper is the only step that can be '
+ taken for the present,' with any hopes of success; for although our duty to, Lord -
Selhirk, and the Hudson’s Bay company, led us to convey to Sir Gordon Drummond
" - the plan suggested’ by them; of employing a military force for the preservation of
the colony, yet we think it is one that fer many reasons could not be gone into ; and
we really see no othér to be adopted, .thaﬁ'tﬁ‘e.%so Judiciously chosen by Sir
Gordon Drummond: ™ . e : PR J .

- - Tat
: A

From the manner Mr. MeGillivray is appealéd to, we conceive that the question”® "
of, \whether or not the colonyis in danger, can bé easily determined from his reply;
and in the-mean time we dnclose you,. for, the information of -bis Excellency, the

- 1

" documents alluded to in our letter of the 2gth ultimo. . -, ) \ -
. These we should wish to have returned to us at the time that his Excellency may be _
- pleased to convey to us'his sentiients on' Mri M“Gillivray’s reply, - -+ = "7 .
‘ ) <7~ . 'We'bave the honour to be, &c. -
Lieut. Colonel 'Harvey, &e. . . (Signed) . °  Maitland, Gordon & Auldjo.
*,  Quebec, - T ¢ T ) y T
584' ’ \‘ . ¢ , ) ¢ ' D o .7 ’ - (
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fuclowre My dmr;%;r,” - ' - -+ Quebec, 6tb July 18135
“in Sir G€7;)),1,m_ " SINGCE I bad the honour of addressing you on the 24th ult. an express has
m nd’s, of 16 arrived from the Indian country, by which letters have been received from the Red 3

[

Avgust1815.  , Riverto the 22d March.

' It appears, that the same violent conduct is still attempted to be pursued.by
Mr. Miles M*Donnell, but without the samec disposition on the part of the North- !
West company to submit to injustice that was ‘evinced by their people last year, ;
when /their stock of provisions was seized, under the sanction-of a- pretended
- ’ authofity. S LT . \ S
" Afcopy of Mr. MDonnell’s public- documents I have the honour to inclose:
: Such violent proceedings must produce serious results; “and I am very apprehensive, .
. that anfortunate consequences will follow any attempt on his part to take forcible -
. possession of the stackades and houses- occupied by the North-West company,
stations which the traders from Canada have occupied, with. the consent of the

e yations, ever since the conquest of this country, and for-a length of time previous
to that event. . A I bave the honour to be, &c. ) )
N ¢ / ) ¢ " R ' . - 137 o ’ M
/[ ' Lieut. Col. Harvey, . - . © (Signed), " ]l{f_GgIlwray. .

/ Dcputy Adjutant-General, &c..

Inclosure District of -} . . .. <L SR : .
(8. /fﬁ .Assmboin. JTo. Mr. Duncan Cameron, acting for the North-West company at,
- - the Forks of the Red River. x

. £ T TAKE notice/ That by the authority and on the behalf of your landlord, the -
/. Rigbt Honourable Thomas. Earl of Selkirk;-I do hereby warn you, and -all your
/ associates of the North-West company,.to. quit-the post and premises vou now
3 occupy at the Forks of the Red River, within six- calendar months from the date
hereof.’ . e LT ‘
. ' Given under my hand at Red River Setflement, this 21st-day of
- - - QOctober 1814. R * S

S
<

t

- '~ (Signed) . . Miles M Donnell.
. . , . . ”‘T:NT\“\.:’ ' ' U :
"/ Inelosure - - - . PROCLAMATION.” ™ - ;
! ) hy "y
/ ©) .

’

ke i o o s b

Whereas” the Governor and Company of Hudsons Bay, have ceded to the
Right Honourable Thomas Earl of Selkirk, his heirs and successors for ever, all that

e . . ) M s . -
/ tract of land or territory bounded. by a line running as follows; viz. *~ -

“Beginning on the western shore of lake Winnipic, at a point in 52 dogrees and 30
minutes north latitude, and' thence rupning duc west to the lake Winipiquarish, -
otherwise called Little Winipic} then in a southerly direction through the said lake;. -

. sop as to strike its western shore in latitude 52 degrees; then due west to the place
e “where the parallel of 52 degrees north latitude intersects: the western branch of the:
. Red River, otherwise called the Assiniboini river; thea due south. from that point.
~ of intersection to the height of Jand which separates the waters running into Hudson’s
S Bay from those' of the tf\ﬁssissipi and Missisouri rivers; theh in an easterly direc-
: tion along the height of land_to'the souvce of the river Winipie, (running Uy, such.. -
. last-named river, the principal branch of the waters which unite the lake Serginagus,)
thence along the main stream of the ‘waters, ‘and ‘the’ middle of ‘the. several lakes
through which'they flow, to the mouth of the Winipic river, and thence in a northerly - -
. direction through the middle of the Iake Winipic to the place’of beginning ;—which -
. _territory is called Assiniboin, agd of which I, the undersigned, have been: duly

¢

appointed Governor : S . , - )
, ', And whereas the welfare of the families at present. forming settlements on the’
. ="' . Red River; within the said territory, with those-on their way to-it, passing the winter .
c : at York or Churchill forts in Hudson’s Bay, -as also those who are ‘expected. to !
_‘arrive next autumn, rendérs it a necessary and indispensable part of my'duty to pro-".
vide for their support. In tbe. yet uncultivated. state .of the country, the ordinary. - |
" . resources derived from the Buffaloe, and other wild animals, hunted within’the. ’terrxi
’ " tory, are.not deemed more than adequate for the requisite supply'; wherefore it ig
~* hereby ordered, that no ‘persons trading in furs or provisions within the tefritory, for the, *
e o B ’ ' ... -hounourable -~
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- honourable the Hudson's Bay company, the. NoFth-West company, or any individu;]?}
or unconnected traders or persous whatever, shall take out any provisions, either of °
flesh, grain-or vegetables, procured or raised within -the said territory, by water or, -
land carriage, for one twelvemonth from the date hereof ; save and except what may |
be judged necessary for the trading parties at this present time within the territory, to |
carry them to their respective destinations, and who may on due application to me, '
obtain licence for the same. " The provisions procured dnd raised as.above, -shall Be -
taken for the use of the colohy; and that no loss may accrue to the parties concerned,
they will be paid for by British bills at the accustomary rates :_And be it hereby fur-
ther made known, that whosoever shall be detected in attempting to convey out, or shall
aid or assist in conveying out, or- attempting to carry out, any provisions prohibited
as above, either by water or land, shall be taken into custody and prosecuted as the - -
lawsin such cases direct;. and the provisions so taken, as well as any goods ot
chattels of what nature soever,. which may be taken along with them, and also the
craft, carriages and cattle, instromental in cofiveying away the 'same, to any part but
the settlement on Red River, shall be forfeitéed. Given under my hand at-Fort Dacr,

~ Pembina, the Sth day of January 1814. . . . -
- © (Sigped)  Adiles M+ Donnell, Governor. -

By order of the Governor, - I o
. ‘., (Signed)  Jw Spence, Sec’. '

-

Y v . A <.

.~ Journal of Transactions in Red Rjver department, having reference to the  “Inclosure

, - - . » N Poh - y o ) - . )
2 ?&f]u)r:n?;?l.p]unde( of the NorthWest company’s property by Mr‘Mllles " Sx‘;'. él;;) .
< 7 ! mond’s, of 1

" 19th May 1814._Information was recéived at the Noith-West company’s fort late August 1815.

. in the afternoon, that Mr. Miles M*Donnell had sent off a party of armed men to

~ seize a batteaux, loaded with”provisions, belonging to the North-West company, on
the way to their establishment at the“FgrkS'of the Red River,, . ’ )

20th. Agreeable’to the orders of my employers, I proceeded with Mr. Seraphim
Lamar, and five men, up the Assiniboini river, in_order to protect the company’s -
R;opexty, should any attempt be made on it. - I had not proceeded far, before I found

1. Miles M‘Donnell’s party, consisting of a clerk and six men, who all appeared,
campletcly armed; besides a light field piece. “On my appearance, (although on the
common high road) the clerk ordered his_men-to arms; I rode up with one of the

- North-West company’s servants 1o their- camp, ‘and spoke a few .words to Mr.

~Warren (the gentleman at thé_head of this party ;) seeing the danger of the batteaux - .
being attacked, and it being beyond a doubt that this party were to.act in a-hostile . e
maiiner, I took immediate steps- to prevent the batteaux coming further down.” - \
About nine o'clack ig.the morning (to the best of my recollection) a Canadian came -
to inform me, ; that, Mr: Miles M*Donnell; with all the people under his direction, . - ,
were in arms,. and proceeding with all possible expedition towards his party onthe =~ -

- banks of the Assiniboini river. Mr, Miles McDonnéll’s party apparently consisted  * "
of about forty men, and his surgeon, Mr. Holdsworth, with somne preparations fn-his .
Hne ;'and nearly at the same time, a Mr: Spencer (who ‘called himself a sheriff,)and . . .-
an armed. party of men passed our establishment in a‘boat, having a swivel in its'bow,” ‘

“which Mr. Spencer loaded, in presence of several of the North-West company's

servants; procecded afterwards in search’ of the North-West company’s batteaux, at S e
the distance of about two or two and a half miles up the Assiniboini river: Mr. - .. ‘ '
Miles:M°Donnell took up a,_ position on its banks, there to wait for'the North-West
company’s property, which-he now publicly said -he intended.taking by force. In‘the
.course_of the day, people were stopped in all directions, and.on the common bigh- - .
way, by Mr."Miles M‘Donnell.© Many attempts were made- by his people, by his ... ~.+
orders;-to take all the North-West company’s servants prisoners, althongh following '
their usual occupations only. .A Canadien, by the name of Charles Boitternee, who )

" had offered his services' to the North-West company, to’defend their'property, was
sent for by Mr. Miles MDonnell, and threatened with immediate’ imprisonment for
so doing.” - The natives of the cotntry seemed much displeased at these transactions, , -

" particularly as ‘it 'disturbed their truders. - Several of .them 'sent to Mr. Miles .

- M*Donnell; requesting. that no one might create ‘disturbances on théir- lands, or - -
disturb those who furnished them with ‘their necessartes.c Late in the.evening, Mr.

Miles M°Donnell returned to his house, leaving at-the same time_all his people in.the
. position be had mﬁ: the morning, on the banks of the*Assiviboini river.” * ' .-
© 5% oD e T e s st
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13 PA‘PER'S‘R’E‘L’ATING"TO TIHE

- 21st.- We found it necessary to dispatch an cxpress_to - Mr: Jolin Putcbard at’
river La Souri, to acquaint-him with the state of aﬂ'&xrs, and order him to take such
steps as <wight prevent the North-West company’s property from being plundered.
The Indians were kept-in-a continual state.of intoxication by Mr. Miles M‘Douue}l,:
couoeumw that-by that means he would prevent their interference. . T

" 22d. " An abusive and thre‘utenmv note was recelved from Mr. Mtles M‘Dounell .-
-and his preparations.and movements mdu:atc badmtcutlons‘towards the N orth~West
company .. A

’

- -23d. Mr. Miles M‘Donnell mformed ~one of the l\orlh-West company, tl.at he
. had sent a party of men t6 take the two Canadians (who had brought -down | the s
North-West company's batteaux) prisoners, for the purpose of using every means o -

~mahe them divulge where they bad put the property: they. had in charge.. " ;

- 24th.~ Late in- the afternoon, Mr. Miles’ M:Donnell’s armed hoat and’ party passed-‘
with the two' Canadiuns they had" made prisoners. - All - classes -of people became~
afarmed-and astonished at their proceedings; few consxder themselves safe..  ~ -

. 25th. Abodtitwo in, the morning,-a boat with some’ men passed dp the Assiboini
river.  Mr. Spencer corducted this boat; constant threata are thrown, out towardsthe
_North-West company ; and the natives report, that Captam Miles M*Donnell télls
them, tre intends’ driving all the North-West company's. servants from this part of the
country. -

.27t~ Late in the aftemoou, Mn Mlles M‘Donuell s boat. passed with: the- North-
" “West coznpzm_‘, ’s pmman“‘ “having got the two Canadians. to pomt out where-ithad |
been deposited. = - . = .0 ~—— ce m

T e— Tm—t Y >

28th. The No orth-West company’s servants snﬁ'er aitich fromantof~p:o\snons 3
- several- applications 'were made to-us-about the seizare -of  our property-; by\ihe‘ —
Indians, who had lately arrived, offering thcirassistance to_recover it; but bemo T
averse_to such measures, we ‘declined” then' oﬁ’er. ) T - T

~ s e

" 20th. . The-seizure of our provxslons occasions mach want; we are informed. thnt
Mr. Miles, M°Donnell will stick.at nothing, and that-he ititends sending off a0 armect
party, to take-thie remaining part of the North-West“compam s propen Ly

soth. Early'in. the morning,” Mr: Seraphim Lumar and o Canadlan, were “senf-tor -
thenver La" Souri;“to make Mr. Joho “Pritchard “acquainted with' the intention” of
Mr. Miles M<Donhnell, of breakm« open‘the‘doors thireats, -as_ususl, - -are. held out
. . against the North-West: company, - and- -their: servan‘ts‘debauched and’ tampered thff .
-~ -to entice them from their duty to’ tbeu' emplovers. ST .- $eTT

— ,* "\ ‘
c T ~ ol

st June. To-day mformataon ‘was’ received that Mr. MﬁDﬁnneﬂ intended’,

~+_seizing all the North-West, company’s torses from experieiice, people. may _)ud«re
ma; nothmwxs TIoW- t00- rash. or- wiolent. for Mr:-Miles’ M‘Donnell and-people. - - - .

3d Jamics Tooney, foxmcrly of “Bed Rwer .colony, made oﬁer “of engaging in ‘the’
- North-West company's service; but 23 soon as “this was - knowu to. Mr. -Miles——
M:Donnell; he immediatelysenta note, forblddmg any person to.engage hiny;-which -
.is contrary toall law and justice, the man being perfectly free, as appcars by the con~, -
. tract now in his possession ;_he complains of haed- treatment, and ill usage; also’
" states, that he was.put on'balf allowance: for- nogust caiise Or-reasop : all thxs hasays -
be can make oatli to. before a justice’ Gt‘” peace.— T L S ‘

——— S e

4‘th The Nor th~West companv»ssetvants suﬁ?er much from the“want of | provxs:ons,
-and their busmess ina «rreatmeasure stopped DT e CTT ey,

5th Hostile threats “are used by "Me: Miles M‘Donnell towards the North-Weit
cowpnny, and he uses all his endeavours to send off the Indians froin the North-"

« West establishment, so that “they: may -be-no check to his proceedings. Jawes. -
- Tooney came-to inform, - that Mr. Miles M“Donnell interided. sending him by force
to Hudson’s Bay, there to. be” pnmshed as they pleaaed ; to save the wan from such_
. an-act of’ mJu,snce, and rc.heve his ' dlstressed s:tuanou, [means were given hxm toL

; escape '6( v ) - . 5 !
‘ 7th.«Mr Seraphun Lamar, ‘and the Canadlan who accompamed lnm to the nver

. .
N - L - N ¢ , ,ﬂw ' ~ A v Lﬂ
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. ~® Pmm.m—-a mv:ture of grcnse and pounded \emson, preserved m Iearhcm ba o whlch conum
-~ abbut ninety pLumis each, ‘ . :
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- ‘ RED RIVER SETTLEMENT. 13
" La Souri, atyive; A letter-from Mr. Jobn' Pritchard states, that Spencer bad made
i show of a warrant, -ordeting to' break open the North-West company’s. fort and °
H doors, and seize all provisions belonging to them, (with the exception of two batteaux .-
_ from Alexandria.) Mr, Lamar states,- that this maraudmg ‘party, on their grrival -
» at the river La Souri, encamped at the door {or near- to it) of the fort, and made use
« . of repeated threats towards himself, and the other servants of the North-West com-
“ -- pany, at that establishment.- L , ) CoL
‘8th. Peaceable and quiet.offers are made by some of the North-West gentlemen
“to “Mr. Miles M Donnell, in order, if possible, to avoid coming to extremities; -which "~ - -
- {(by. the bye) his conduct to the North-West company .for a length-of time fully )
merited ; “but all pacific offers are rejected. - . e - B

“ gth. People suffer much- from want of provisions, and the company’s business -
¢ - entirely stopped. | © ° ’ et T . '

. aoth. Sqmé of the North-West company and their servants arrived ‘here late in
the afiernoon, much fatigued and in’ want of provisions; they could not on this
occasion, owing to the plunder of -their provisions, afford a moutbful to their

.
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3 - dervants. .~ c s . . . - e
. 15 In the morning, a letter was received at the North-West company's-fort, ac-
quainting the proprietors of the North-West conipany of the plurder of their pro-
- -perty, in their-fort at river La Souri. . One of the party concerned in that breach of ,
the Jaw' (Mr. Holuse) being then” on his way, to- Mr.:Miles M*Donnel, (who bad N
-.given orders t0 that effect,) it was thought proper to seize the delinquent, in hopes
of bringing him to- condign punishment. "On Mr. Miles MDonnell understanding
. that Mr. House-liad been taken and confined, be,, according ‘to.custom, called his
," .. people together andarmed them, making every preparation indicative of an immediate
—_sattack upon our fort, and then, .as with him ‘customary, began an“gbusive and threat- -
- - eniag -correspondence with the partner of the North-West company present.”” It
. - became highly. necéssary now, on the part-of the North-West ‘company, for self-pre- -
== -gervation, to stand oi thé defensive.:- accordingly- some preparafions were made.to
repel violence. - Mr. Miles M*Donnell statianed people in different directions to stop
.. peoplein the common bighway, and né person-could pass or repass without being
" taken to Mr. Miles M*Donnell’s house, and there undergo an examination ; constaot - = -
" .threats of imprisonment, and the_like are held out against all who. may defénd _their
' own property, or take any.part in.the present business; we suffer for. the want of

© " provisions. - .

wke ppex
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"+~ ~16th, It is distressing to see how the people suffer for want of- provisions; the .- -
- ---increased number makes our case still more hard; we have nothing bat rimours and *
.. threats that we are all to'be brought prisoners' to England, and driven -from the
;‘f':i:oqntry; L. Fa e e T T . ' R - -

T “17th,_Td, the evening, Mr. Miles M°Donnell camé in a menacing attitude, at the
head of an-armed body of his men, within the-distance of six hundred yards from the . .~ * ™
~—North-West establishment, and after a short stay, went off. -Oneofthe North-West - - - -
. .company's servants, who had gone out to ‘the plains,; was pursued by Mr. Miles. =
. M*Donnell in, person, and followed-to some distance; thé man escaped, merely

through the swiftnéss of his horse. _

. 18th. About twelve o'clock in the day;.a party of-Mr. Miles M*Donnell's. men_
- - ‘passed up the Assiniboin- river, on one of their marauding expeditions ;* he. himself N
-.~ . followed in the course of the day, bringing with him someé field picces, and takinga - ~
station_on the banks of the river, with the intention, as I. have since héard himself
- declare; of seizing every thing that passed belonging to the North-West company,
. and'at the same-time to prevent the North-West company from taking .into custedy" ™ -
. his-people who had pluridered them at ‘the river La Sourt. Mr. Jobn MDonald;a
.» “proprietor of the North-West company, airiving just as matters were coming to extre-
mities; proposed to have an interview with Mr. Miles M‘Donnell,. hoping that some -
understanding might take ‘place, which would prevest the shedding of blood, so likely = -~ -
_now to take place.-. Accordingly these' two gentlemen met' by mutual consent, and = =~ - . ¢
,-after a short period of time, ‘agreed that two hundred bags' of the. pirinianrohbed,.
'should be returned to. the North-West company immediately, and arws were laid
584.. . .. - o B Coo- .o eside

‘-



L

. a4 . PAPERS RELATING TO THE. -~

~-aside by both partics in ‘consequence. ‘Thus ended for the present the most dxs-
anrecablc, and I may add the most disgraceful business I ever-witnessed. =~
- {Signed)  Alex” AL-Donnell,

L. * Sworn before us, William M"Gﬂh\my and Archibald Norman McLeody two of
B His Majesty’s justices of the peace for the Indian territory and —depeu—
P -dencies, _this fourteenth day- of July, onc thousand cight hundred and
RUREEN fourtecn - ;
] - (Signed)  I¥=Ar ('dhrmy, 3P
- - A true copy from the onamal - . (Signed) 4. N.AlLeod, . 3.P.
. ¢« (Signed) we M‘G:llxvray i
.- . . . ) ; i o . ‘ [y Ve
" Inclosure = Speech of the grandes Oreilles, a great chief of the Chippaways, made in the
(1) , Indian Hall at the forks of the Red River, on the 1gth Junc 1814, and
::oigfogf‘“‘“' addressed to the Partuers of the North-West company.” The Chicf holding jn
Augus{ 815. his bands a string of wampum ‘tied at both ends, proceeded as follows:— -

.~

“Traders! My- childrent. When T first heard of the troubles you were in at this

+ -place, my heart became sore, and the tears ran down my cheeks. I-found, however,

- * - there was ho time to indulge in grief, no time to be lost; our traders, our friends,”

the protectors of our-children were surrounded with dunners. I'gave the call of war;

and yousec before you proofs that my voice was not exerted in \am, my young wmen
bave hastened to it. - . .

. I find that you, as well as the, Indlans, are envlroned \mh difficulties and dan«ers,

. we are placed, as if all were encu‘cled \uthm the ring of beads which I hold i inmy

» " < hands.

« e have 1he Sioux to oppose from above, and now it appears we have to contend

 ‘with.land workers from -below. Who are they, thesé land workers? what brought

hem here? who gave them our lands? and how dare they to -prevent -our traders

from purchasing whatever we have 1o give them upon our-own lands? -But it would

appear that these strangers, these makers‘of gardens, look upon themselvea as the real

+ possessors of these lands, and presuming upon this extraordinary right, would wish

« ' ‘to prevent you from returning here, by depnvm" *you of your stock of provisions,

2arded on this ricer, in hopes thereby to drive you from the country; and make slaves

- ot the Indians when deprived of their friends and protectom As for them, we -cal
" never look on them as such. N '

Last summer I was called upon by you togo with mv -young men to Fort William®,
in order to give assistance against the' Americans. I listened to the call, and proceeded ®
towards your great lodje; “but when we reached it,’ I'found *our assistance was not:
- Tedquired. I however left my war.club in the ball, in case I might again be called _
-, ‘ apon. I could not then have thought thatT should ever have occasion for wmy-club &
to serve agaiust the whites on- these lands ; and white people tov, coming from the
. same lands as 3ourselves, and all of you, as well ‘as the Indians, obeymc the samq
B ] ~ogreat father. -
. But we see that these land workers are unreasonablc, tlmt lhey are determined to ..
L 1mpose upon us, and upon you; we are therefore cqually determined to break down 7
whatever barriers they may sct up against you, or against us. [ Methinks I regret my
~war club s at a distance, but I can eaeﬂ\* find a substitute for it.- I amoow an old .
man, .I do'not value life; Iam therefore come resolved- to die between the two hostile
- ' Jparties, - My young’ men’'are equally determined with myself. It is our \\lah, it is
our interest to preserve you at theé risk of our lives; for if you leave us, who amonﬁtt« °
us will have pity on our, women-and children. ) %
You say, however, that' you have come to'an lmderstandmm with these people ; I
T - am glad of it. . I thank the master of life, that my string of . beada will not be stained
‘ - with the blood of whites residing on these Jands. I should al\\a‘g,s wish to sec you st
peace; I would love you all were it possible: but - any-heart and my life are at the
" service of those w ho have charge ot' me boues of my f.xther'[‘ and of my brother;
- S ;o . and

-

. * Fort William 18 the bc'td-quarters or pluce of rendzzmuq of lhe North-West comp.my It js

- situated on. Lake Superivr, lut. 48° 30’ N. uud long. 89° 3o’ \V
e . - ' 1 The bones of Netam, the great clief, and father ot the speaker, are preser\‘ed onascaﬂ‘old at
Fort Wilham, and lis brother's bones n the same manner at Lac fu Plute. -There is always a flag
'?iatid over them by tlie- compnm > ag o mark of distunction and respect for the memory of the dead
,< T N . -~
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and if vou cannot live in peace, and ‘that these land workers will ‘got allow you .to
trade with us as usual, they shall be destroyed or driven'from the Assiniboini-river:

_ To.conclude what I had to say: T already see a great change; when we were
accustomed to cncamp round the forts of your traders in this river, my children used
‘to be fed with pounded meat and grease; but this spring, -hunger ‘and :starvation
*+ forced us to leave the fort much sooncr than 1 intended, for my wish ‘was to remam
until the black clouds which appeared hovering over thie fort were dispelled. -Some
of vou, my children, thought then perhaps, that I wished to get out of - the way; but
no, I had no such.intcution ; seeing that you bad no provisions even for your young -
men, I was forced to go and seek something for my-children. It was not the souand
of bad birds, that drove me away. My readiness in_appearing, here to support your
cause, ought to be a proof of my attachinent to my traders and to my children.
These are my words, and I bave nottwo mouths. - . : . -

Pl

- * y [

Y

Gentlemen, ) co - Quebec, July 18th, 1815. Tnclosure’ S
* Referring to my Letter to you of the 8th ultimo, inclosing copy of a communi- _ (1

cation proposed to be made to Mr. M<Gillivray, containing certain queries relative znig.f;g';!m'

to the dangers with which the settlers on the Red River are supposed to August 1815.

threatened, from. the hostility of the Indians instigated by servants of the North-

West company, 1 am directed by Sir Gordon Drummoud to acquaint you, that that} -

letter has beenanswered by Mr. M°Gillivray in such a manuer as would have com-4

pletely removed from his Excellency’s mind all traces of any inpression unfavourable b

to the honourable character and libeéral principles of the heads of the North-West;

_company, had any such impression existed. On a fair consideration, however,” of

the statement and documents now before him, Sir Gordon Drummond is of opinion, |

that if the lives and property of the Earl of Selkirk’s settlers are or may hereafter be §

endangered, _that danger will arise principally from the conduct of Mr. Miles:

M<Douuell, his Lordship’s agent, who appears to his Excellency to- be actuated by. !
-any, thing but a spirit of moderation and conciliation, in his language and demeanour, -
towards the servants of the North-West company : he has, moreover, assumed powers -
which cannot-possibly, in his Excellency’s opinion, bave been vested in him, or any '
agent private or public of any individual or of any ‘chartered body. The legality, } -
however, or otherwisé, of the proclamations-issued by Mr. Miles M“Donnell (copy of )
two of which:are inclosed) will of course be determined in a court of law in Great
Britain, to' which they bave very properly been referred by the North-West

, + company. ’ ) : o S .

_. 'The papers jhich accompanied- your letter are herewith returned, copies having
_- been retained for transmission to the Secretary of State, Before whom it has been’his - -
Extelleacy Sic Gordon Drawinond’s endeavour to place the whale case as fairly and )
as fully ds possible. ' Lo -
sl Ay ’

:

: . - I have, Sc. . o
Messrs. Maitland, Gordon & Auldjo,” T (Sigued) . J Harcey.
) ~ Montreal . o R Y

- _No. 1.—Statement of the Hudson's Bay Compq.ixy. . - Taclasure

The servants of the Hodson's Bay company, employed in the far tmée, have - OS)
hitherto been fed with provisions esported trom England. "

’

Of late years this expense has been so enormous, that it became very desirable to

try the practicability of raising provisions within the territory itself. Notwithstanding

* the unfavourable soil and climate of the settlements immediately adjacent to Hudson's

* Bay, there is a great deal of fertile‘land in the uterior of the country, where the
. climate js very good, and well fitted for the cultivation of grain. ~ .

. Itdid not appear probable that agriculture would- be carried-on with sufficient care. -
and attention by servants in the immediate employment of the company; but by '
establishing independent settlers, and giving them freehold tenures of land,” the com-
_pany expected that they would obtain a certain supply of provisions at a moderate
" 'The company also entertained expectations of considerable eventual benefit from .
. the. improvement of their landed property by means of agricultural -settlements. T
. Having a due regard to the implied conditions of their charter, they deemed it a duty
- - Lo - : incumbent
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" ~jocumbent _on them {us Soon as the practicability of aegricultural improvement was
.demonstrated) to.give B liberal degree of encouragement to an experiment, hich
' independently of other advantages, promises to have most beneficial effects in the
~civilization-of the Indians. -

With these views; the company were induced inthe year 1811 to dispose of a -
large tract of their lands to the Earl of Selkirk ; in.whose hands they trusted that the
.experiment would be prosécuted with duc attention, as the grant was made subject to
.adequate conditions of settlement, . ) . ‘ .

In entering upon this transaction, the Hudson’s Qxcompany had no reason to
suppose that the intended establishment would meet with any peculiar ‘difficulties.

“Fhe country on Red River where it was to be formed, had beenfrequented by-their
servants for a long course of years, and they were in the habits of the most friendly
intercourse with the natives. The district bad been much’ exhausted of valuable fars,
so that the tradibg posts in it had proved of late years unprofitable, and doubts had

~—-—  --—---—peen entertained whetherithey ought'to-be continued’;and t!re‘Indians;hmé'bﬁ‘h”iﬁy i
- _occasions expressed much anxiety lest the Hudson's Bay company should abandon
. ‘ .the posts, from which they had so long been accustomed to receive their supplies of
T © British manufacture. It was not therefore to be supposed that they would object to
an cstablishment calculated to secure them permanently from-any such apprehension,
and there is no reason to believe that any dissatisfaction would have existed on their

part, if they had nat been industriously fomented. :

: “-"NO. 2 3 -

. Mr Sir, | - - Point Fortuné, ioth October-1814. °

”’ -~ Your fime of starting bein§ near at.band, I'shall trouble you with a line, to
acquit myself of my promise. I bave-this day got in my-eleventh bushel of full
grain, and still propose contiuing to sow more while weather permits. From reports
that have reached me, from a source I cannot doubt, since I had the pleasure of -
seeing you, I have. reason to fear that. my brother’s life, and the safety of the infant
<olony on Red River, are in a perilous situation; my grentest fear is from treachery,
and machinations to_prejudice the natives againstthe colonists. . Some of the winterin
partriers.of the North-West company think favourably of the undertaking, and wil
go all lengths consistent with their duty and interest, as N.- W. partners, to prevent
its destruction. The strongest argument T have beard used, to raise a- jealousy in

C e the natives, is by inculcating on their minds a belief. that they are.robbed of their
lands,.without any indemnification. This I bave beard a year ago, from the mouth
of a principal, and one of the chief instigators ‘of"this enmity Yo the colony ;' who
added, that it was destroying the principle the’ British government was contending
for, in favour of the matives, agairist the encroachments and seizures of the American
goverament, of their lands against their wills, and ‘allowing them only what remune-

- ration they thought proper to. offer. I caunot see upon what ground the colonists
«laim a right to possess themselves of other people’s property, say provisions, traded
" _ fairly from the natives with their own merchandize. Self preservation .may justify
_acts thiit in other situations woald be. criminal. I sipcerely wish more moderation -
was used by both-parties. 1 dread of hearing something disastrous ffom that quarter
On the opposite page you will find an. account of such things as bave occurred to,
me, to be given up as appendages with this cstate. * The considerations that may -
prevent my disposing of it, ‘are the following, of which you will -see the propriety.
1st. The death.of my wife, or my own health, or hers, being in such a state, that we
. cannot undertake thevoyage to the Red River. « 2zd. My not being able to dispose
' of my share in the North-West company, or my inability to go with an amicable "
accommodation with my partners, for my intérest in: their hands is.about treble of
what I should expect as an cquivalent for this estate, which I could got, in my-sober
- 'senses, sacrifice for a wish'to go back to the Indian country, to endure bardships and:
 difficulties and ‘privations -at my advanced time of life, verging oir 45. These diffi-
«ulties being got over, I shall give you possession. of this estate in all‘i\ia;; next:  *

N. B., The rest of the letter relates merely to the ‘transactions of the sale; so faris
2 correct copy. o T N L B i
- . (Signed) - Selkirk.
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. - - XN :.3._-_' - . . Inclosore
S -7 R Turtle River, 17th Febroary1813." ; o gf{,mm_

I beg leave to inform you. of the following “circumstances, concerning two of mond's, of 16
-. the North-West company,. or intruders,.as I may call them, are inflaming the minds Avgust 1815.. -
of the Indiansragainst both the servants of the Hudson’s Bay company aud the colony, RS
which are as _followss Some of the said North-West company’s servants are at- this )
place, particularly their interpreter herc, frequently told the Indians, whose names we
well know, that none of the servants of the Hudson’s Bay company will be admitted
* “into’this country past:this season, and furthermore advised thery, to take as much debt - <
as they could get, for they would never be called:upon for-payment. And others con- ;
‘cerned with the said North-West company, likewise told the Indians, should they ~
- allow a colony tv settle here; they would be.made slaves of,. whicl} created great dis-
‘contentedness among them, and. by their procrastinating making objections to it, would
__only give advantage to get a superior force to the colony, which, cccasioned them to
. assemble last Fall, when they determined to act as thus. That about the latter end
of this Spring, all the Indians intend to assemble here, where all the young men are to
remain, and their principal chiefs to go to P=——, to fnake the fotlowing proposals
to the-commanders of both the colony and Hudson's Bay company, viz. to get assist-
ants from both to expel their enemies fiom. off their limits, and likewise to_be, recot- .
pensed for their land, as they have been told by the said North-West company;-that -
any where a colony was settled at Montreal, or any other part of North America, the
Todians were paid for their lands ;. and they said, should the governor of the colony
wiot condescend to their proposals, that they intendto.". " themselves.
The above circumstances were verbally communicated to me by M. Bastonier.
N ‘ ‘ I remain, &c. . - .
(Signed)  Jw Mackod. -

- W. Niller, Esq. .o ,
Chief: . -Atruecopy.-
~ (Signed) . Selkirk.
¢ No. 4.—Minute by Miles M-Donnell," Esq. _ .
'On’ Wednesday. 22d May;- I went into the city, called upon Sir Alexander
Mackenzie, at his-house in' John-street, when he 3aid' that he had just returned from
the eeting of court of proprictors of ‘Hudson's Bay ‘company, where he opposed -
the Earl of Selkirk in matters which ‘were: brought before 'the Court. ‘That he
" {Sir Alexander) was the only person there who spoke.against the.plans of the Earl
‘of Selkirk;.that he gave his opinion decidedly, and was.determined to give all the. >
* opposition in his power, whatever might be the consequences.” - T
I expressed a’ regret that sny diffefence sbould exist between Sir Alexander and

. Lord Selkirk ; that, I had passed my'word to his Lordship, to go_out with some
people to form a scttlement at Red River, but that .I.had nothing to do with the-
commércial goncerns of thé tivo companies, unconnected with forming the settlement.

Sir Alexander replied; that it was.a scheme which could nevér succeed, and-only-
deluding the unfortunate people who should be engaged in it, taking thiem from-their
country, which so much requires their services as soldiers and sailors, deluding them

away uader spurious and false pretexts; promising free’ grants of lands; setting forth

the soil and climate of the Red River country to be libe that of the country about
-Montreal. " That such settlements struck atthé root of tlie North-West cormpany of . °
Canada, which it was intended to ruin. If other people did.not clearly see their own

o interest, he did; it was besides a -thing impracticable, and a mad attempt, to make

a settlement among the Ossinibergers, the most: fierce -and. warlike nations of Indians’ .
_in North America, who 'would never permit people to reside in- that-way among - o

. them. I observed, thata. treaty would be made with-the Indians, and that the first’

* European settlements-in . America were begun.in the same.way. ' Sir Alexander P
replied,’ that the first settlements were very, differently situated,. being formed on the
sea-coast, and none of. them were beyond 700 ‘miles in the interior, -as the intended '

. place 'of -this was ; from which. circumstance alone, . it must'at all times lay at' the
mercy of the Indiaus, who would not be bound by-treaties ; and that even one North- : )
West.company interpreter, would be able at any time to set the Indians against the - - .,
settlers, to destroy. them, such influence have-they with the natives.

- - Golden-square, } “ 1 (Signcd) . Miles M"ﬂiDomzeIL

24th May 1811 -
- . A true copy, . (Signed), " Sclkirk. -
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__:”2"5‘;‘" . Gentlemen, * < o 'Penge Place, February 14th, 1815,
inSirG. Drum- . - You are well aware, thot several persons connected with the North-West

. monds, of 16 company of Montreal, who consider the settlement on Red River as likely to be
. Avgust 1815. jnjurious to their interests, . have: frequently cnlarged on the danger of hostility on the
. part-of the natives, which that company might have the means of exciting. Their
« - thrests we bave hitherto disregarded, as a mere artifice to check the progressof the
v geptlement. 'OF late; however,  my correspondent at Montreal has strongly expressed
F o  nanopinion, that serious danger is to be apprehended; and it would appear, that'in |
W 77 proportion to the success of the establishment in getting over the natural difficulties
&0 of an infant colony, the virulence of its enemies has increased, and that some desperate |

" A letter has- lately been put into my hands, which corroborates those ideas very '
" strongly, as it shows that the same apprehension is entertained by persons in Canada, °
who unquestionably ¢qmust- have access to correct information. . The letter relates ™
chiefly to a_sale of lands which the writer scems to haye intended purchasing, with
the view of settling on Red River with some of his relations. ;. He is a partner of the .
North-West company, and"a gentleman of known probity and veracity. * He retired
from the active management of the business in the inland country; ‘at a recent date;
, so that he must be well acquainted with the feelings of his partuers there ; and as he
v . -still draws a share of their profits, it is not likely that he would be disposed to misre-
present their views, or exaggerate their malevolente. - I inclose the letter for your
-consideration, and request your attention particularly to the following paragraph; in
which you will observe that he speaks of the enmity of the North-West company in
general, and the interest that they have to destroy the settlement, as a matter so well
understood as to require no comment: “ Fromreports which have reached me from
“,a source I cannot doubt, -since' I had the pleasure of “seeing you, I have reason to
¢ fear that my brother's-life, and the safetyof the infant colony on Red River,:are
¢ in a perilouys situation. My greatest fear is from treachery and machinations' to -
« g}-ejudice the natives agninst the colonists, Same of the.wintering partaers of the
‘ North-West company think fivourably of the undertaking, and will-go all lengths
*¢ consistent with their duty and interest as North-West partners to prevent - its
- “ destruction.. The strongest argyment I have heard used to raite a jealousy in the
“ natives, is by inculcating on their thinds a belief that they are robbed of their lands.
¢ without any indemnificaion. This I bave beard a vear ago, from the mouth of.
~¢ a principal, and ene of the chief instigators of this enmity to the cojony.” If the’
Indians have been led to entertain this jealousy.as to their lands, it basnot been from
inattention on the part of ‘my-agent to satisfy any just claims. Captain M*Donnell
had my-instructions to make a purchase from the natives, of the landsrequired for the
wuse of the settlement.- In bis letter of July 1813, less than a year after hisarrival on
~ - Red, River, he writes to the following eflect: “I amr at a loss' in what ‘manner to |
*“ make a purchase from the natives. Those here do nrot call themselves owners of
¢ the soil, although long in possession. It belonged originally to the Crees, whom |
, *“ the Ossinibergers, who are a branch of the Seaux, drove off. ‘A -smiall annual. .
' "~ - present wilt satisfy-the Indians here, and shpuld the other make a claim, a present
¢ will satisfy them also.” = - ' :

Tn- the séme letter, captain McDennell-mentions circumstances. ‘which convinced'

s
3 ~

<

- him, that even at that period the North-West company had becn ‘endeavouring to give

-the Indians a bad impression of the colonists ; and among other authorities he reférs
to g letter from My. Jahn McLeod, who hed received information fram a Canadian

effort is in contemplation to overturn it, while that is yet practicable by means of
those Indians who are under the influence of the Canadians. oo S

of the intrigues that were goinzon toinfluerce the: minds of the Iadians, aod by him it * ™~

-is distinctly stated, that; the.intespreter and clerk of the North-West éampany bad told

the Indians, 'shauld they allow “ a colony to scttle here they would be made slaves .

- *¢ of (which, createtl great. discontentedumess among them?) and by their procrasti:
- nating making objectianste it, would anly give.advantage to. get a superior force

*, to the-colony.” It appears that those inflampmatory discourses had led the Indians .

-10 use wenacing language towards the setilement ; -but.in a farther part of this report, .
- .captain M*Donnell writes, “I have had.conferences with the principal chiefs.of the Saul-

“ teauxtribes ; all the formidable threats againstus are blown over, theyare now favour- * |

** ably disposed towardsthe coluny;.as far as the state of our stores could afford 1 have

- ** purposely

“

+ beewldiberal to them.; thej~call‘me the master of the sqil,. their ggﬁeral father, come - |
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- settlers cannot interfere, so that there is no probability, that a hostile fegling :coutd
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«"purposely for their good. ~ I am convinced, that should there ever :be difficulties
“ with them, -they must be created at the instigation of inimical traders. As to their
« driving to general hostility” with us, ‘they canndt now do it.” TFhe prémier or
“ superior hereditary, chief of“all the Saulteaux tribes, is at my request encouraging

"« the Indians,of Lake la Pluic.ta;draw towards this river, to form themselves into
“ villages, plant Indiawcorn, &c.” . * - R

It does not appear that any farther.uneasiness has been entertained respecting the
Saulteaux,. who-in-fact have derived matérial benefit frow their intercourse’ with the
settlers; and many circumstances might be quoted, to prove the cordiality.which sub-
sists between them. The Saulteaux. are the Indians who reside in the immediate
vicinity of the settlement, and who'alone could heve any plausible or natural ground
.of objection to it. But'the apprehensions which are now entertained,-are. from the -
Ossinibergers, whose country lies'at a great distance, and with whose interests the .

have arisen on their part, unless it had been industriously fomented.

As the Indians are in the habit of- dafly intercourse with the Caradian traders,
while Captdin M‘Donnell had little or no opportunity of ,removing any mistaken .
impression, and as you have. now “before you the tesimony of an unexceptionablé "
avitness, who from personal knowledge, states that 0 ]
raise a jealousy ir the natives,” and to “iustigate enmity to” the colony,” the symp-

_ tams of hostility which have been observed.on the part of the numerous and warlike
tribe of Indians, cannot be a matter of little moment, or the result of mere casual
irritation. - - o . T

Along

with the circumstances which have tfwsrrece:itly come to-our k;fowledge, B

we cannot forget the -vehenmient opposition fo the intended settlement, which was, *

expressed as far back as the year 1811, by persons connected with the North-West

company. In your own-hall you heard the violent language of more than ope of -
these.

~

24th May 1811, relating the circumstances of an interview, with. a distinguished
partoer of the North-West company, two days, before, when theconversation had -
turned on the proposed settlement on Red River, and among other expressions, this-
gentleman had declared ¢ that he was determined to give all the opposition itf his
power, whatever m‘i%ht be the consequences; that such a settlement struck at the
roat of the North-West: company, which 'it was intended to ruin. If other people
did not clearly see their own interest, he did ; that the” settlemeut must at all times- -
lay at the mercy of the Indians, who would not be bound by treaties, and that even
one North-West interpreter would 'be’ able at any time- to set the Indians against the
settlers to destroy them.” - - . . -

At the period that I-refer to, I was inclined with you, to consider the language of-
_these gentlemen, as an idle menace,- intended-only to deter us fronr the prosecution

- of our design, and I did not believe that the Notth-West company could-be induced - -
- seriously to entertain so horrible” a project, as that of ipstigating. the Indiansto destroy

their fellow subjects. - It still appears ta be almost incredible, that such-a project
should be entertained; yet under the circumstances which I- have stated, I cannot-

. think that we should be justified in trusting the lives of the settlers to chance, or to

. the safety of the.colonists, must

the forbearance of those who do not scruple to avow :the interest they have .in
destroving the settlement.  However respectable many members of the North-West
company may be, we know, that among.their partners there are individuals, who have
hardlya- better notion of law or justice thant-the Endrans themselves; men who have |

. lived from early-youth, at a’ distance fromy the restraints of civilized society, whose

nations of honour and- movality are nearly comprized in the ‘oite poiat, of zcalous
attention to the interests of their partnership, and who with uncultivated minds, and *
impetuous -passions, bave been acéustomed to- believe: that the remotesiess of the

country will shelter them from any legal investigation: of their tonduct. It is difficalt - .°

to say how far such men may net be carried by’ the thirst of gain, combined with the-
habit of acrimenious rivalship. . ) e ) )
Under these circumstances, th

:
o'

cessity.of affording adequate protection. to-insure.. .

t ke~ evident. L beg leave to submit te. yourcone.

sideration,. whether this- canr be adequately’ providedfor; without the aid of 'His

Majesty's government. I have the liottour to be; &c. - . -
To the Governar and Comnmittee B " (Signedy: " Selkirk.

- of the Hudson’s Bay Company. ' - s

.
. ~ + ~ 4
.
) -
584. . . :
.
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arguments have'been used “to - -

gentlemen on the subject; and to the circumstances which your recollection - -
-will supply, I beg leave to add a mirute written by Captain Milés M*Dongell, on_the

w

-
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"N B. —The covernor of the Hudsons Bay. company, on the 1 7th - I"ebruary»
-addressed a letter to Earl Batluu‘st, transmitting Lord Selkirk’s of the 14th, together
with the statement-contcerning “the formation of the séttlement on Red Rwer and
obsenmn’ that the facts which“were stuted, though they might not be sufficient to_

-criminate the individuals alluded to, appeared to lay strong grounds of suspicion, and

to call for measures of prosecution to secure the lives of the colonists ; for which
purpose, he prayed theuid of Hxs MaJestys novemment by a military mrce, to be
stationcd on Red River. .

The papers mcloaed appear to contain cvery thing that is necessary for elucidating .
the subject, unless sowe reference should be made to the affuirof the dried provisions
of the -North-West company, which were embargoed last Summer by Captain
. MDounell, « circunistafice wbich -appears to have “been studxously misicpresented
by the Norcth-West company.  On- this subject, it is to bé noticed, that Captain

M<Donuell had no iutention of interfering'with the trade, or mfnnﬂmg the private
property of the North-West company; but that as governor of the dxsmct, he bad
,issucd a general -prohibition against the exportation of provisions for a limited time,
“under the, deneral dxscreuonnry power vested in the governor of every British- colony,
to do what is necessary for the preservation of- the inhabitants in_cases of urgeut
danger, of -scar¢ity, in virtue of which e\portatlon of provisions js frequently pro- *
hllnted by the authority of the Governorin other colonics. Laptam M<Donuell was
W xlluw to allow every exception which could reasonably be expected but he was for
a lon«r time prevented from entering upon the consideration of any reasonablc linut-
ation, by the obstinacy with which the Nor th-W. est company refused 4to submit to
hx; lawful authorltv .

"~ Extract of a Lctter from Miles M‘Donnell an to the Earl of Selerk dated :
Fort William, ;Lake Supetior; Jul “July 2 23&1 1815.

\Iy f_ord : *

- My Jefters of the 20th and 25th June and 2d July, “;Il inform your. Lordship
“of the disastrous events which took place at Red River, my being a prisoner with
-the North-West company, and their subsequent destructive opcratnons at the settle-
ment. _Since I left there, I learnt that the North-West company drove off -all the
pwple who would not awrec to join with thein, or accept of a passage to Canada ;
and that their permnal safetv as well as that of the colonial stores, was owing to a :
. party of Indians who assembled for their protectlon, and escorted the peoplc ‘and
property safe to the Lake (Winipic). * That siuce the departure of our people; the -
North-West company have burat all the houses to the ground, without even exceptmn
- the mill.  Mr. John M Lepd, who was left_there mth five or six men in.the' name*~
of the Hudson’s Bny cmﬁpanx,,mtncs:,ed all the transdictions. 1 trust, however;that -
-our people can return shortly, with remtorcements, the encm) cannot long remain
there 1n farce, and wust soon. disperse, 'Ihere are good t,/crops on the nround the
greater part of which may be taken care of by Mr. MLeod and party, until the,
<return Of our people ' -

'.b‘ml
®

&

I am kept here in confinement: txll the North-West people cbuse to- bunﬂ me
to Montreal, at their own convenience.” Several.of their canoes have gune oﬁ but
1 could not get a® passa"e. Mr. Spencer, who has been their prlaoner since tbe 6ty
Scptember la:.t, is yet no farther than this place, after p'lssl‘ﬁg the winter at. Lac la -
Pluic. Whether they will attempt to bring us to trial at Montreal, or not, I cannat
say to & cettaindy, but I ani certain we ‘nced nat cxpett any mdul«vcnce from them.
They lave been takmw down here the complaints ot all the settlers thiat haye arrived ;
the, prowises they- chuse’ o say were made to then’ by your Loidship, and their treat
nient since they.came to, the, country. If ‘thiey only state the_ truth, 1 am sure, they
will have -nothing material to complain of; but to palliate' their own' unjustifiable
conduct, and to plcase the,North-West company, on whose hands they have thrown ',
" themselves, I think that many of them will not stick at saymrr ‘whateveris required.of
them. It-is said the North-West compauy intend to settle them at ’\Iatchedashe Bay
wr Lukc Huron, . where they are to obtain ciown lands for them.® = ;

N. B—~The rest of the letter is on’another subject.  '-. ’

!

. N . : 3 " -
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Published by Authority.—Anno quadragesimo tertio Georgii 1I1. Regis, ch. 138. ; Inclasure

“ An Act for extending the-jurisdiction of the Courts of Justice in thcvl’rovincez 1 Sir ((?,S)Drum.
. of Lower Canada and Upper Canada, to the trial and punishment of personsimonds, of 16
) guilty of crimes and offences within certain parts of North America; adjoining Avgest 1815.
to the said Provinces.”—(11th August 1803.) b il

7 T
. % Whereas crimes and offences.bave been’committed in the Indian territories, and
other parts of Amcrica, not within the limits of thef.provinces of Upper or Lower
Canada, or either of them, . or of the jurisdiction of any of the courts established in
those provinces, or within the limits of any civil government of the United States of ,
‘America, and are thercfore not cognizable by any jurisdiction whatcver, and by reason = .
thereof great crimes-and offences have gone and may go’unpunished, and greatly .
increase: Tor remedy whereof, may it please Your Majesty, that it may he
enacted, and be it enacted by the King’s most-cxcellent Majesty, by and with the Coe
- conseént and advice of the -Lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present,
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the. same, That from and aticr thc\: - .
passing of this Act, all offences committed within any of the In_(jian tervitaries, of :
parts of Awmerica," not within the limits ‘of cither of the said provinces of Upper or .
Lower, Canada, or of any civil goveriment of the United States of. .\merica,. shall
»-be and be deemed to be offences of .the same nature, and shall be tiied in the same '
manncr, and subject to the same punishment, as if the same bad been committed w ithin ;

. af

" the province of Louer or Upper Cavada. : 1

< od. * And be it furtber cnacted, that it shall be lawful for the Governor or
Lieutenant Governer, or person administering the- government for the time being of
“the province of Lower Canada, by commission under his hand and seal; to authorizc
and empower any.person or persous whomsoever, resident or being at the time to act
as, civil magistrates or justices of the peace for any of the Indian territories or parts of |
America not within the limits of either of the said provinges, of of any civil govern-—
- ment of the United States of America, as well as Within the limits of _cither of the
said provinces, cither upon informations taken or, given within the said provinces of
Lower or Upper Canada, or out of the said provinces in any part of the Indian
territories, or parts of America aforesaid, for the purpose only of hearing crinies and o
.offences, and commiitting any person or persons guilty of any crimé or offence to safe
custody, in order to Lis or their being conveyed to the said province of Lower Canada,
to be dedlt with according-to law ;. and it shall be lawful for any person or persons
whatsoever to apprehend and tahe Lefore any person so commissioned as aforesnid, -
“or to apprehend and convey, or cause to be “safely conveyed, with all conveniert.
“speed to "the province of Lower Canada, any persou or persons guilty of any crime
or offence, "there to be delivered into safe custody, for- the purpose of ‘being ‘dealt
“with accordiag to Jaw. . e e P o ,

>l
)

3d. “ And be it furtlier enacted,’ that every such offender may, and shall be pro-
_secuted and tried in the courts of the province of Lower Canada (or if the' Govérnor
or Lieutenant Governor, ‘or person admiuistering the government for the time, beiny,
.+ shall from any of the circumstauces of the crime or offence, or the local situation of
any of the witnesses for the prosecution or defence, think that justice may be more
. conveniently administered, in reletion ‘to such’ crime or offence, ‘in_the province; of
Upper Canada, “and shall Ly an instrument under the great seal ‘of the province of
- Lower ‘Canada; decluré the Same, then that every such offender may and shall be
“prosecuted apd tried in the court of the province of Upper Ganada), in ‘which crimes . ?
or offences of the like nature are usually tried, and where the same would have been - )
-tried if such crimé or offence had been committed within the limits of the pravince R
where the same shall be tried. under this Act; and every offender tried and convictetl -
- under this Act, sball be liable and subject to' such punishinent as may by any law in”
force in ‘the proviunce where he or she shall ibe tried, be inflicted for'such crime or .,
offence, and such.crime .or offence may and ‘shall be laid and charged to have been . L
~committed within the jurisdiction of such court; and such court may and shall ‘pro-
-ceed therein to tiial, judgment’and execution,-or other punishment for such crime or
offence, in the same mapner in every respect as-jf such crime or offence had really
been committed within the jurisdiction of such court; and shall also* be lawful for
the judges and other ‘officers of the said courts. to issue-subpanas aud other processes |
for enforcing the attendance of witnesses on any such trial ; and such subpeenas and
+ other piocesses-shall be as vald "and effectual, und be in full force and put in execu-
3% P & X - . _tion

- -
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tion in any parts of the Indian territories, or other parts of America, out of and not

within the limits of the kivil government of the United States of America, as well as
within the limits of either of the said provinces of Upper or Lower Canada, in rela-

~

_tion to the trial of any crimes or offences by this Act made cognizable in such court,
“or to the more speedy and g justice
under this Act, as fullyland amply as any subpeenas or other processes are within
the limits of the jwisdiction of this court, from which any such subpcenas or processes
shall have issued as afor&pid; any act or acts, law of-laws; custom, usage, matter
or thing to the contrary uotwithstanding. - S R

i
4th. “ Provided alway$, and be it further enacted, that if any crime or offence
charged and prosccuted urider this Act, shall be proved to have been committed by
any person or persons not being a subject or subjects of His Majesty:and also within
the limits of any colony, séttlememt or territory belonging to any European states,
the court before which such piosecution shall be bad, shall forthwith acquit such
person or persons not being such subject or subjects as aforesaid of such charge.

5th. “ Provided neverthcless, that it shall and may be lawful for such court to
proceed in the trial of any other person, being a subject or subjects of His Majesty,
who shall be charged with the same, or any other offence, notwithstanding such
offcnce shall appear to have been committed within the limits of any colony, settle-
ment or territory, belonging to any European statc as aforesaid.” _

0
o ’

|1 : »

i Copy of a Dispatch from Lieut. Géneral 'Sir Gordon brumnlond, G. C. B.
’ to the Earl Bathurst, K. G.; dated Quebec, 2d° November -1815 :—
"Two Inclosures. - C ’ .

My Lord, : Castle of St. Louis, Quebec, 2d November, 1813.

In my dispatch to yoor Lordship of the 16th August last, and-in the documents-
which accompanied it, I bad the honour of conveying to your Lordship a detailed
view of the situation of the settlement on the Red River, and of the matters in aispute
between the persons employed there by thie Earl of Selkirk, and the servants of the . -
North-West compény: And I'endeavoured to show your Lordship, that.it would
be both inipolitic and impracticable to convey to that distant territory the military

 essistance for which Lord Selkirk applied to His Majesty's government:

- T now inclose’ to’ your Lordship, copy of a letter I received from Sir Frederick

- Robioson (then exercising the-government of Upper Canada,) transmitting a statement

presented to him by Mr. M¢Gillivray, one of the heads of the North-West company ;

. 7+ by which documents your. Lordship will see -that several of the scttlers of the

- Red. River cstablishment (to the number and of the description specified in the
inclosed return) have forsaken the place, and by the assistance of the North-West
company, have found their way into the.upper 'province,” where. they are now’
subsisting on the means of government.” _ " 1 )

Although I could not but lament this entirc_dispersion of the colony which
" Lord Selkirk has been endeavouring to form, yet as it lias occprred, and as'the
persons who have thus sought refuge within the limits of my authoﬁity, were without

- the means of subsistence, I have authorized the issue of rations to them, for their

immediate support, and I have recommended- to Lieut. querm'.?r Gore to grant
locations of land, ,with the usual conditions and advgntages, to such of them as shall
‘be willing and qualified totake up land as settlers. ( . . .
These meastres I have been induced to adopt, as well fron1 motives of common
‘humanity ‘as from the-consideration, that many of the persons in ‘question are of
‘a description exactly similar to those already- sent out from Scotland - under the
protection of government.  But at the.same time; the arrangements with respect to
_'them being merely of'a temporary nature, their final destination must be determined
by, the instructions of His Majesty's government's and in the mean while the labour”
of those who shall receive locations will contribute to_repay the expense incurred for

their sapport. - \ =1 have the honour, &c. s
~_The Right"Hon" . - . (Signed) *  Gordon Drummond. ~__._

the Earl Batharst, &c, &c. &c. o T T

o - T e T -
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- Sir, ) . Kingston, August 22d, 1815. " Inclosure

* . . . , (1 -
Herewith T'have the honour to transmit, for the consideration of your Excellency, in Sir G. Drom.

o statement submiitted to me about ten daysago, by Mr. M°Gillivray, respecting mond's, of 2 No-
= large body of Lord Selkirk's settlers, who have been for the present taken under Vember 1815.
the protection of the North-West, to_ Mr. M°Gillivray was,

-

company-—My-answer.
that it should be submitted to the council. As I.am not sofficiently master of this
- subject, I shall feel myself much indebted to your Excellency for. some information . -
and insight into the cause of these people having been removed, and why that should
“ have been the voluntary act of that company. . ;

It is to be regretted, that we had not been consulted before they were put in
motion, as it appears at present very like- bringing paupers to our door, and leaving
them to our mercy. . o -

If those people are likely to become useful settlers, and- certainly men who have
encountered such hardships and .difficulties it may be expected from, I should like
to receive and locate them upon the Ridean; their numbers would supply the
deficiency from Europe, and enable us to complete cur present object.

I have the hooour to be, &c.

A Histxcel}\"gncy (Signed) - F. P. Robinson, M. Gen',

Sir Gordon Drummond, &c. =T - ~
(A true copy.) > (Signed)  Robert R. Loring, Seeretary.

S T A TEMENT, ~- - ‘Iuchsurc

Relative to the Settlers from the Red River. . . 29

Tn the year 1811, the Earl of Selkirk -having obtained from the Hudson's Ba

company (whereof heis a great stockholder) a grant of a large tract of land in-

the interior of the contineot’ of North America, "and which. grant the company o

.assumed the right to make without any sanction from government, or any purchase

Afrom the nations of the country; his Lordship, with that cargerness for promoting

.emigration and. establishing colonies, which he has so often manifested, immediately

circnlated advertisements, inviting settlers to emigrate to this new colony, which he
', has projected to establish on. the banks of the Red River. ‘

These advertisements held out inducements of every description to engage-settiers;
fertility of soil, salubrity of clunate, freedom from taxes, tythes, and poor rates, were
all enumerated among the blessings of this land of promise ; -and the real facts of the -
.case were carefully suppressed, namely, that the proposed colony was situated at.the-

- .distance of about 2,000 miles from any Atlantic port, and above half that-distance
from any other settlement wbatever ;. that the settlers would be totally precluded.from -
communication'with the_civilized world, and from the possibility. of tinding a market; oo

“if they should succeed in raising produce for'exportation. It was also carefully con-
cealed, and contradicted by Lord -Selkirk’s agents, when asserted by.other persons who
possessed-local knowledge of the country, that the proposed colony was situated in *
‘the midst of warlike tribes of Indians, whose jealousy towards the cultivators of lands

“ s well known, and who would have a good cause of quarrel against such cultivatoss .
tahing possession of their lands, 'without their consent or autbority. c

_In consequence of these advertisements, and,the personal exertions of Lord Selhirk
-, and his agents, successive embarkations of emigrants to the new-colony took place in
.the-year 1811, 12, and 13 ; some from Ireland; but.chiefly. from the porthern<parts
of Scotland ;. these unfortunate persons, however,’ soon foundthey. bad been cruyelly
-+.deceived in the expectation held out to them, and found themselves disappointed of
all the advantages they had hoped to possess. The first embarkation took -place jn
1811, and they arrived at York Fort, in Hudson’s Bay, too late to get into the interior
that winter, which accordingly they were obliged to pass on the shores of the bay, in
_a state of extreme misery from the severity of the-chmate, and in.danger of actual
- starvation. . Iu the embarkation of 1812; irom the ship being crowded with passen-
gers, the jail fever broke out amongst them .and carricd off several. In short, the.  ~
— -niseries which these poor creatures had to endure-on-their paseage to Hudson’s Bay, " '
and their voyages in boats at most.inclement seasons from thence to the Red River,
are such as can scarcely be understood, except by persons who have some knowledge L
584. " , S e e " of i
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24  PAPERS RELATING TO THE :
of the country they traversed ; and their own description of their sufferings is such

as it 1s to be boped would prevent Lord Selkirk, 1t he could hear it, fromn sending any
mote emmrants on the samnc destination. . .

kY

. The first settlers reached the proposed colony in the_fall of 1812; and in the
course of the following winter they ‘would have perished for"want of food, but for the
assistance which they Teceived from the North-W, est company’s tradiog posts in their
vu.lmt;. Subsequent.arrivals took place in the years 1813 and 1814;- “and the soil of
tae country being really fertile, as far as it is sheltered with woods, they might ulti-.
mately h succeede a

mcasures of their leader began to iivolve them in quartels with the natives of the

.country, -especially the half-breed Indians, a daring and now -a numercus race,”

sprung from the intercourse of the Canadian »oxawcxs with the Indian women, aud
who consider themisclves the possessors of the- coantry and lords of the soil. Their-
principal leader, and Lord- Selkirk's principal agent, was a Mr. Miles M<Donnell,.
gormerly of this province, who 6n -the Sth January ‘1814, issued a proclamatlon
calling himsclf goveruor of Assimboine, and assuming powers greater than those

usually dele«nted to governors appointed by the crown, - . .

He told thé sctders and the “Hudson’s Bay company’s scrvants, that the colony
was crected into a separate and independent juiisdiction, the laws and government of
which were both to be administered by himself.  This couid only have been looked
upon as an empty boast; but that he proceeded upon the unprecedented authority
thus_assumed,- and cnaaged his followers in acts of violence, for which he is now’
a prisoucr, on his way to be tijed in the curts of Lower Canada. The disorders
excited in the country by these acts of violence, the disgust given to the settlers by
the extensive disadvantages of the country, as well as the violence ‘and tyraany of
their leader, and the dread of the natives, Indian and mixed breed, all contributed
to break up the colony. Some few of the settlers’ (about fourteen families) have
returned to Hudson’s Bay, and all the remainder threw themselves upon the com-
passion of the North-West company, to obtain the means of conveyance to Canadi, °

_ ' Some of them state upon oath,.that they left their homes in expectation of coming to

Canada at once, and were only told of their actual destination”at Stornaway, in ‘the
island of Letis, from whence the embarkation took “place ; others state also upon
oath, that they werc informed the'distance from Red River to Canada was short, and
thie communication easy, so that if they did not like that country; they might leave it,"
and join their friends in Upper Canada ; and others, that they were to vo to Canada
by way of the Red River. .

Under these cn'cumstances, partly from compassion towards these p00r peopte,

“and partly from a dread of the ‘consequences of their remaining in the interior, ,

(because in the event of the Indians attacking them, it was’ feared that the hatchet !

-once raised, would not_discriminate between.a settler and a trader, but that all the |-

white men in the country might become its victims,) the North-West company hds |
afforded -these settlers a convevance to this province, and the means of submstence,

»

since they left the Red River. ~The number brought to Fort William (the companyls

chiief post on the shore of Lake Superior) was about 140 souls, probably forty or ‘fity
‘families (heads of. famjlies) and some single men, and the whole of ‘them are now omn-
their way to:York, unless some Tnay bave obtaxned emplovment to their sat'sfacnon
about St. Mary s-or St. Josepl’s. . R

Hopes have certainly been held out'to them of obtaining lands fiom the govern=
ment of this couniry, and they are coming down with the. hopes of being received as
settlers, on the same footing as if they had come dircct from Scotland ; but this point

rests entirely for the decision of government; the North-West company only pro-  :

mised these people a conveyance to Canada, and subsistence for the journey ; this

- promisc has been performed, and~they are now left to the clemcncy and pr otecuou

ot «overnment, “ho no doubt will extend to them a fostering hand
L DR (Smncd) Tf’ = M Gillicray.

‘Rolf R. Loring, Sec'.

~ - ~ D '
’ * 1 f
’ Y

:
- L ‘
R . ‘ .
,
(
, ;

Kingston, ] - (A true eopy.)
15th August 1815. p

LT



ot

»

Rl LSO S o
Tine i Je S R st por sttt

A List of- Selllers from Red Rwer amved.at Holland River; 6th Septeruber 181‘,.
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RED RIVER SDTTLEMENT

Old men.

T N
- & .

- / " Yok, 22d Septembm 1815. .

Donald Gunn, wife .and daughtess -
Alexander Guan, and wife.

‘Angus M*Donell, wife. and-two children.
Niel MKinnon, wife and two boyss -~
_ Miles-Livingston, wife and two children.

. Paas  #0 R4 » P~ o AT v
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Widows.

[

.
3

.Jane Gray. o

Angus ;vrxay-mfe%d—eaa-chtld-— —_— _‘__W_# a
- John-Mathieson, d°. -- - d% S : ‘

_ John-Matbhieson, jun", d% .
" George-Baonerman. | d%. -
_Andrew M-Beath, wife and, one chnld.

William Sutberland, d® - - d° .

Angus Gunn, - -d° - Cd®
Alexander Bannerman, and wxfc.
Robert Sutherlaad, - "« d% "
W* Bapnerman,- - =~ d% ' o7
“James M¢ Kay, = - - d% . _.. -7
Mis. Barbara Me¢Beath. .. - :
- -Jésunet Sutherland, and "two bo;s.
- Elizabeth d°. ~ .
- = Christy Bannerman. " T
Jeannct MDonell. - oy

i ]

Younu Women, unmarr jeds
Isabella M‘Kmnon '

. Ehz* Gray. - e e - M.Kmnoq.
- E. Bannexman. R " Cath® ] 1‘Donell
- E. Guun, Ellz"’f\l‘Kay

J annet Satherland.-

2

Young Men, not married. -

. John Murray. Angus Sutherland.
., Alex" Murray.' Thomas Sutherland.
- . W2 Guon. | Alea” Matheison.
Hugh Bannerman. Jobhn M*Pherson,
Hector M Leod. . Rob* Gunn.
George Gunn. | Geo. Sutlxerland.
. Cha' M‘Beath C .

(A true éopy.) "
V= Gibson.

4
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N B. The youna people capable of labour, are ge':eraily employed between York
and Newmarket. The old people are stationed at Newmarket for thé present ;
some of the settlers having gone to Montreal one not included in this llst. '

D. M°Lean. -
Aﬂent for the N.W. Company

o

7
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River. .
To account for my again addressmc your Lordshlp on thxs subject, after so full a

, Copy -of a~Dlspatch from Lieut. General Sir Gordqn Drummond G.C.B.
to the Earl Bathurst, K. G., dated Quebec‘ﬁth December 1815 —Two

Inclosures
.My Lord,

Here“ ith T have the honour to transmit to" your Lordship various documtents
lative to the dxspersnon of the colony estabhshed by the Earl of Selkirk at Red

-t

", " Castle of St Lewns, Quebec, 6th-Dec. 1815

communication as that whlch I had 'the > honour to-make on the 2d of November, I beg
leave to observe, that Earl Selkirk shortly after his arrival in this country, pr&sented

»the letter and statement, of which copies are herethh enclosed

~

.Hfs'
2
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i }hs Lordship at the <ame time m person urged me to send a mxhtary force to the
. Red River. -

"~ _ Although nothing was adduced bv the Ear] which could possibly make a chanrrc
in the sentiments which I had already felt it my duty to convey to your Lordship; on
I . ~  the impracticability of the measure, ‘yet anxious to afford: every satisfaction in the
question, and at once to convince still further botb His Majesty’s Government and -
- the Earl Selkirk himself, that the object, if 4t all attainable, could not be accomplished-
- without the most serigus detriment to His Majesty’s Service, 1 called upon the
* - Commissary General to furmsh me with all information. on-the subject; judging from”
the known abilities arid experience.of Mr. Robinson, that no person could “be so -
well qualified as himself to afford it, free from “interest or bias: the propriety of .
calling upon -this officer was- more: particularly obvious, as upon hlm»rested the
~execution of any orders that might be. ngen for the estabhshment of @ mlhtary force
* « . in that quarter. - ‘o , i

The Report and Memoranda of the Commissary General’[ have now the bonour
to forward, by which your Lordship will at once-see- that the objcct contemplated by
‘the Earl of Selkirk can_in no reasonable possrbxhty be effected.

I likewise beg léave to forward the. copy of a letter, with two accompanymm
sdocuments, which I have received from the Honourable Wm. -M‘Gillivray, on the
part of the "North-West company, which body I thought fit to direct to be informed
. of the circumstance of Lord Selkirk’s having presented me with the statement drawn

* up by Mr. M*Donnell, inorder that an opportumty might be aﬁ'orded them of furnish-
" ingany reply they mxght have to make. .

This step I Judged proper; to prevent the necessity of any reference bemo made °
- .from.home, in consequence of the consideration of Lord Selkrrlis correspondence on
© the sub;ecb . - |

Duripg an mtemew w1th his Lordship,..I was "made acquainted ‘by him of his

intention of proceedmg in the Spring to Red Rwer, and some apprehension being

- - entertained by his Lordship for'his personal safety, in the performance of this under-

- ‘taking, I did not hesitate to accede to his request of being permitted to take with him

as an escort, at his own charge and expense, any officer w with five or six soldiers, who

“might be found ready tovolunteer their services in accompan)mﬂ his Lordship during
) thls truly laborious route.

I at the same time ekpressed to the Earl, my »ery great regret at not finding it in
my power more fully to meet his wishes. . - .

I trust that on ‘a review of the causes which render it rmpractxcable to detach and
- station a force at Red’ River, your Lordship will see grounds to be in every respect
v satisficd, that in hitheito declining the attempt, Lfiave. been guided by the conviction”
. and-judgment, which 1 feel confident w ill be'found best calculated to preserve the
© dnterests of His Majesty’s. Go»emment in that portion of his domlmons .committed

to my charge. ,

| L 1 \have. &c.. ' ' . }‘ .
The Eail"Bathurst, ' K. G. .|~ \ (Signed) . Gordom Drummond. '
“&e &e &er - L, Y .
P N v . o N\ . ~
: e b A
Inclosure © . - Sir, ‘ i ) ‘ o Montreal 11th l\ovember 1815..
i Sir S)Dtum- Previously to my departure from England T had\{ecewed from Messrs. Maitland,
“mund's;of 6 De- Gordon & AuldJo, copies of the communications w \rch they had in the month of_ ;
cember18)5.  Junelast with the'Deputy Adjutant® General relative to my application for” protection |

to the settlers of Red River; and since my arrival heYe I have seen-another letter,
addressed 1o them on the same subject on the 12th July.. It appears to me that-
‘they bave misapprehended this letter, which I conceive to have .been meant as.
-~ @ communication of the allegations of Mr. M“Gillivray, to which. it was ncccssary .
"\ thatasatisfactory answer should-be gven before your Excellency could comply with our
L request. Itis impossible for ine fos suppose that it could.be intended to give a decided
‘negative ‘without further inquiry ; and that a determmatlon to afford no protectidn tq |
these settlers. could be taken upon the mere ez parte s statement of those from whom
the danger was -apprehended. I regret, thit from this mistake, Messrs. Maitland, < .
Gordon & Auldjo omitted to - nge your ‘Excellency, at an earlier date, those further )y
- . . . - ‘s e\:planatnons

3
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planations Which’ they._could have furnisbed. T am satisfied, however, ‘that before.

‘ that time it was too late to do any thing for the [present season ; for, in fact, before
the communications from Earl Bathurst on this “subject appear to have reached.

Quebec, the machinations which excited my apprelieusions had been completely

carried into effect.” [ beg leave to_lay before your Excellency a_narration of the -

occurrences at the setflement on Red River up to June 15th, drawn_up. by Miles !
M-Donpell, Esq. a gentleman of unquestionablé Ticiour and veracity. And I cannot’
entértain a doubt; that pon & perusal of this docdment, your Excellency will be

- +satisfied of the urgent necessity of that protection, for which I applied to Earl Bathurst

in February last, and that you will see the propriety of taking measures without

" delay ; so that onthe first opening of the navigation next Spring, a force may be sent.

up sufficient to prevent the renewal of similar acts of violence. As the narrative
which I inclose embraces a variety of circumstances which are not immediately relevant
to the points i question, -your Excellency will permit me to direct your atfention
particularly to_the 3otb, 315 32d, 33d and JOIN paragraphs; from Wiimh"‘y‘c”ﬁi”ﬁ"xll‘

. observe, that in the beginning of June Jast a body of armed men, under the inflvence

of_the: Northi-West company, issiing ffom iheir foitifications, dud commanded by
persons_actually inthicif_employment, made .a violent attack upon the” settlemeént
which had been formed tpon my lands at Red River, 'that they not only fired ‘apon

my servants, wounded several of théai; and besieged NMr. M Donnell in his house, .but

also seized unoffending settlers, who were peaceably engaged in the cultivation of ~

their farms, carried them away by force, so as to prevent their tilling the ground at

that most important season of the year, destroyed the crops which had already been-

lanted, killed or drove away their cattle, burned their houses, and destroyed all the
improvements.which had been effected by their industry. . . ° - :

- Your Excel]eni:y will also observe, froni the 35th, 39th and 47st paragraphs, that -
after Mr. M°Donnell, unable to resist the superior torce of bis antagonists, bad

surrendered himself a prisoner, the remaining settlers were compelled by the ",

3

North-West company.to quit their settlement, and fly for protection to the-factories”

I can well believe, that theré are individuals among the leading partnérs’ of the '
North-West company, whose character and principles are too honourable to allow

- them to be conterned in such nefarious proceedings ; and I have no doubt that the
. company at large will attempt to deny all participation, in these outrages, and: to—
ascribe them to-the spontaneous movement of the individuals immediately concerned, - .

Of the validity of this vindication it will be for a court of justice to decide. But the { -

necessity of. a military force to, repress such violence in future, wust be equally !
evident, whether the North-West company succeed in exculpating themselses or not, '
Even if the outrages which have taken place should prove to have been the waiifon -
act of the persons inmediately engaged in them, and prompted by no higherinfluence, .
it would.surely be most-disgraceful to the British governmeant if these lawless-ruffians
should be suffered to make open war upon their fellow-sibjects, to-drive them away-
‘from their peaceful and lawful occupations, and deprive them of their. fightful property,
and their means”of subsistence. Your Excéllency will observe, fiom the 2gth and
and 4oth. paragraphs, that these outrages were-not committed’ by any of the Indian
patives, but by Canadians, wixed with the bastard sons of others, who kave throyn
off the restraints of regular society, and cohabiting with Indian squaws, have formed
a combination-of the vices: of civilized and savdige life. “These yagrants came
originally into the country as servants to the fur traders$ many. of them are still in .
their imimediate employment ; and those who have been discharged remain in"a state .

of dependence on the North-West company. The real Indian natives took no part: -

against. the colonists, but.on the contrary were disposed to assist them. * With respect’
to the conduct of Mr. Miles M<Doonell, I beg leave to observe, that this gentleman
is not to be considered (as Mr. M*Gillivray seems to insinuate) ‘merely as the agent
of an individual ‘or a chartered body. © He was governor’of the district, deriving ‘his
autbority from the crown, through the medium of those to whom the appointment is
delegated by a royal-charter ; by which also the powers of, civil -and; criminal
Jurisdiction are conferred. And as thereis no other judicature to try the crimes which'
may be committed in-that district, or the questions which may arise there between
man_and, man, it was by no means from a wanton. disposition 'to assume authority,

", that Mr. M<Donnell was induced to exercise the powers with which he was invested.

As to the proceedings which Mr.- MGillivray calls in question as illegal, I have no
doutswt that when the matter is fully investigated, the conduct of governor M*Donnell _
L -584. B T : L will
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-will be justified; but itis unnecessary at present to enter at lara:e upon this subject,-
because, even if he had been wrong, that could not justify the North-West company:
in taking redress at their own hands, still less in.such a tissue of outrageous conduct:
towards persons who were in no degree concerned in the acts which they-complained

of.- And hcre I may be allowed to observe, that when- the. dangers to which the.

settlers - might be expesed, are ascribed by Mr. MGillivray to the demeanour of:
Mr. McDonnell towards the servants of the North-West company, such a pretext
cannot very easily be reconciled to the allegation, that the violence which has taken-
place was in no degree instigated by any gentleman connected with that company.

Before I quit this subjeqr. I would only beg leave to g.bserve, that if Governor
MeDonnell had acted illegally or improperly, the plain course for_obtaining redress

‘ _was, for the persons aggrieved to complain, to the Privy Council. - If the North-West'

company Tiad been disposed to try the gnestion fairly, their complaint might have

" been brought forward in London more than 12 wonths ago; and if they had any

confidence in the justice of their own cause, it is not easy to explain why a set of

gentlemen of so much ability and knowledge of business should have declined to act _

in this regular mode, dnd should bave’ preferred such a violent and unheard of pro-
ceeding,, as that of arresting.the governor of the district within his own bounds, and
“Gariying him off by virtue of a warrant-from a justice of peace in another jurisdice
tion, and that too for an act which, if it was illegal, was no more than a'civil trespass,
or at-the very utmost, a bailable offence.-- For this strange line of conduct I can
imagine only onc reason, viz. that in the infant colony, under the command of M.
MsDonuell, there was no other person capable of managing the undertaking, and
that if he could be unexpectedly carried off, no doubt, coxﬁd be entertained, that the
settlement might be easily broken up.  But it would not havc-served this purpose to’
call upon Mr. M*Donnell to answer, for his conduct before the Privy Council, since

" “on his being ordered home, there would liave becen time to have sent outa competent:

1

person to fill his place. ‘ .

Be this ‘as it may, the conduct of Mr. M Donnell; or any recriminations between
bim and the gentlemen of the North-West company, can in no-degree affect the
main question, which your Excelleney has to deterinine, viz. as to _the- necessity of
military protection, to prevent the recurrence of such acts of violence as were per-

petrated last Suiomer at Red River! .

1

If as to this point, any doubt can still remain upon your Exceflency'é niiﬂd. I'trust

' that it must be removed, upon a consideration of the present condition of the people

Inclasure

s (2) [
an Sir{G Drum-
mond’s, of 6 De-
csmber 18135,

H
-

who'have been driven away from the settiement. . Though the North-West company
succeeded in seducing a majority of -the settlers to desert their engazements and"
withdraw to Upper-Canada, yet a considerable proportion of them remained steady;
and retired with their remaining officers towards York factory on Hudson's Bay;
where I understood it was their intention to remain till they should be enabled to return

to Red River. Some other people, who on the invitation-of their friends at that
_ settlement, embarked from Scotland a feiv months ago, will also be obliged to remain _
near the factory. These tno bodies™ of people 'will amount to nearly 150 persons,

men, women, and children, who are forced to*;eu‘xvain in a situation comparatively

very.inhospitable, where little or no preparation can have. been made for their recep-

tion, and where they)must be supported at an enormous expense till- they are eoabled
1o resumethe cultivation of their own lands, under the safeguard of the public force. |

LT "+ 1 have, &c. S

His Excellegey Sir G. Drummond, . = | _ {Signed).  “Selkirk. s
C - &, &c. &e. - ) : co

.

- «,\_S‘entflkgmént, _from Septémber 1814 to June 1S15 inclusive.

o a3 A 26

" 1. I arrived at the settlement, from the coast.of Hudson's Bay, October 19th.—.
The-arrangement concluded with the proprietors of the North-West compuayiin
June last, for provisions for the ensuing, winter, and the advantages we expectéd to
derive mutually from the prospect of a friendly intercourse with each other, appeared
to be.at an end. 1 was the mare surprised at this, as Nlr.. Duncan Cameron, who
was sent by his associates to . manage the affairs of the-department, was one of the
proprietors who had made the arrangement with me for the provisions. Fortunately.
for us 4nd themselves, Lord Selkirk prudently kept’ back the: people who wished to -
-emigrate, until accounts should reach home, that we were ready to receive them, per-
mitting only about 15 persons to come out by the ships, chiefly tradesmen. ot
o i 7 2ds Mr, John

" A Sketch of thé Conduct of the North-West Company towsrds Red River

-
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2d. Mr. Jobn Spencér, our Sheriff, was arrested by a warrant from A.N. M¢Leod,
Esq., a justice of peace for the Indian territory and one of the agents of the North-

West.compaay, and was carried away a prisoner. .

6th September. Bail was offered by the gentlemen and people of the colony to any
amount for his appearance at Fort. William or Montreal, or even to be kept « pri-
soner at the North-West company’s fort till I should arrive at thq settlement; but
all was rejected by Mr. Cameron, who sent off a canoe with him townr'ds Fort
William. , The people would have rescued him when passing the settlemeént, and
asscrabled for the purpose ; bat the gentlemen discountenanced the project. - -

3.~ All the fat scized along with the other provisions, was left at Brandon House.
which had been, put in possession of the Noith-West company for the purpose of
bringing it down, and delivering it to us at the Forks, as 1 had lent them the quantity
they rcrquired for the trade, out of our store; Mr. Joha W x!l§ and J. Dugzﬂfi
Cameron, two of their proprictors, having pledged themselves particularly to have it
brought down and delivered to us at the settlement. Indeed all the partners pledged
themselvcs in the same way at the time the arrangement took place. Finding that
this had .not been done, Mr. Cameron was applied to the day atter my arrival. For
some time he evaded to give a direct answer, saying that it was not convenient at that
season for the want of men. This was waved by our offcring to bring it down our-
selves, upon which he was obliged to give a positive refusal to let us have it.  This
was 2 great disappointment, having reckoned muich on this article for the support of
the people through the winter. ) s

4. Mr. Duncan Cameron arrived in” Red River, sporting a suit of mglitary uni-
Jorm, gave himsclf out as a captain, in His Majesty’s. service, and acting by the
King's authority from Sir George Prevost. Every well-informed person looked upon

.. this as a self-created appoitment, at most a Nofgh-West trick; but it had a very

considerable effect upon the lower class of peoplc. Captain Cameron had subordi-
nate officers, Lieutenant Alexander M<Dounell and Ensign Seraphin Lamar. Itis
suid that last Spring, the North-West clerk, Cuthbert Grant, was appointed to be a
captain over the halt breeds, William Shaw, lieutenant, and Peter Pangman Bostonois,
cnsign, It appears that the officers are still getting commissions in thé voyageur
corps, although that corps has been disbanded by Sir George Prevost§ general order
of 1st March 1815. All the North-West gentlemen have retumeéd inland- this
vear with military appointments, swords and umforms, .- <

" 5. Mr. Cameron began early to use every insidious means to create dissatisfaction
aniong our people. To the tradcsmen and other servants was held out the alluring
temptation of the great wages they might get in the Canadas, with offers to bring -
them there free of expense.  Agents were employed, and a communication opened
with our people at Fort Daer;-every man was sounded ; we had no idea, fora length
of time of the extent of the mischiet. - : . oo

6. The emigrants that arrived: last from Sutherlandshire, after seeing the country,
and being put in posscssion of their different allotments of land, were so pleased with

.tie. Rattering prospect before them, that they wrote home to their friends, inviting

them in the most pressing terms to couie to join them. Since their intercourse wit
Mr. Cameron, the trapquillity and bappiness of these people have been interrupted
by the most insinvative and delusive arts of which he is capable. They are*asked'to

“tl:e North-West fort, wheic they are addressed by him ine their own language, treated”
€y ¥ guag ;

with a dram, and perhaps 1o sit at table with .him; he affects to sympathize with
tiew, for having come to a new and wild country; reflections on the distinguished

. noblernan,who sent them, aud the persons having charge of them liere, arenot spared.

He duells on the dangers they must inevitably be exposed to from the natives, whom
he represents <o full of cruelty and treachery, as to come at night unprovoked to cut
teir throats, and that they are only restrained from such acts of violence by the
itfluerce_ he has over them. Ile then expatiates on ‘the beautv and wealth of the
Canudas, offers to bring them thefe at the expense of the North-West company, and
to give them lands, with cattle and implements of husbandry, gratis. They were also
led to believe, that they could never. get out of the country unless they embraced the
offers then made to them. By such plausible discourse have these people been misled,
who koow' no. better. C <.
- 7- By the arrangemient which Mr. Cameron "and the other proprictors had made

with ey they weie to assist in feeding, the colonists in the course of the ensuing -

584. 7 - - o P , winter,
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winter, and were to {urnish us with fresh buffaloe or other meat, to the amount of
or equal to 175 bags of penican, which I bad given them back of the provisions
seized, ‘on this express condition. Instead ‘of complying with this, Mr. Cameron
forbade the freemen to furnish us with any ineat ; afd when we sent to those who

owed debts to the settlement to make payment;she taok care to be before-hand with .
us, sent his interpreters before us to get all these prople had from them.

8. 1t was deemed a measure. beneficial to the country, <which would facilitate in -
general the procuring of provisions, that certain free Canadians and half-breeds, their
children by Indian women, who made a practice of hunting the buffaloe at all seasons,.
should b restricted. The North-West gentlemen who passed the Summer in our
vicinity, - Messrs. Wills, J. Duguld Cameron, and Seraphim Lamar, encouraged me
to give out an order against this practice, which I did before I left the settlement-to
go to York Fort. The people in general were well pleased with the restriction, as
onlya few of these had hunting borses, about five or six, the .chief of . whom was
Beaulino, the North-West hunter.  This order remained on the North-West, gates,
at'the Forks and Drandon House, till taken down by the orders of Mr. Cameron.
After his arrival, he informed the free Canadians and their children, that they should
not be restricted in any way. In contradiction to this, he was heard to declare early
in‘tne Fall, that it was formerly no crime in the freemen to hunt for the colony, but.
that he_would take good care they should not do so in future. These free Canadians
were formerly in the service of the North-West company, and on becoming burthened
with families and-infirm, obtained permission to remain in the country, on condition
of giving all the furs and provisipns to the - North-West company. They and their
children stand mucl in awe of the North-West traders, who assume a right to their

- services whenever they choose to call on them, “and threaten to tuke them to Canada-
if they disobey. These threats have often been put in execution; and men that
served the concern the best part of their lives, have been separated from their families
for taking advantage of a better price for their-labour, than what the North-West
company would give them. - :

9. Repeated accounts reached us from our people at Fort Daer (Pembina,) that
the cattle were’ driven from our hunters by Beaulino the North-West hunter, and
others, running them on horsebiack, on which account they were not getting much
meat. Our people at Turtle River, and ¥Mr. M<Leod the Hudson’s Bay trader there,
made repeated complaints of the same nature ; ‘that our hunters could ot kill a
sufficiency of cattle ; that when they would be ctawling on their bellies after a herd

‘ of buffaloe on the snow, a party of horsemen would come before them aud drive

. @way- the herd ;-that my immediate interference. was required, or the consequeiices
would be serious. The natives also complained of this mode of hunting, as they had
not horses, aud their fear of the Sioux would not adwit of their pursuing after the
cattle far. It appeared that the North-West were determined to counteract us in
cvery way; their hunter Beaulino, who always kept 10 or 12 horses for 1unping catile,
-was the priacipal aggressor. . S ) T

10. About the 10th Januvary, I left the settlement, reached Fort Daer, and from
thence Turtle River. ~ Mr.M® Lean and some other settlers accompanied me, going
to get meat for themselves. I left orders with Mr. Archibald M*Donald, to seud. .
after us as many of the scttlers as he should find most fit to go, to relieve‘the con-
sumption of provisions iastore : but these people, chietly.advised .with My. Cameron,
with Wwhom they had now a constant intercourse ; he of course. advised them against
going, to distress us the more, and consequently but few of them went.

11. T sent round from Turtle River to certain frec Canadians indebted to.the
colony, to make payment of their debts. Mr. Camcron was before-hand with tne,
having sent couriers among-them to get all they had, and circulate alicious reports
that Iintended to take their provisions by force, seize on all their horses, &c. &c.; -
cven some of our own men helped to spread such reports. The more steady part of
the free Caunadians, gave no credit to such reports; but many did ; and & number.
of them formed'a camp along with 10 or 12 of the North-West company’s servants,

" the whole headed- by one of Mr. Cameron’s idterpreters, Peter Pangman Bostonois.

12. In the mean time, to procure a stock of meat, I'employed from 20 to 50 -
Tndians to kill cattle for us, and their women to dry the-meat. The free Cavadians
and their balf-breed children, .were always very hind and attentive to our people -
when thiey met each other. in the plains.; they appeared to have changed their line
of conduct this winter, particularly those of them who were attached to the N%r’ux-- .
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“West company, who now_always showed a disposition to quarrel with-our people,
who since the beginning of this-winter had many wrangles together. John O'Rourke
aod James Pinkman, were assaulted in the camp. - Beaulino_ took -a dog from
“O'Rourke, for which they fought; when Beaulino called for his knife to stab him,
and one Mistouche pointed a gun at O’Rourke’s head to shoot him. Old Deschamjss

drew his knife onJames Pinkman, and called to the others in camp to join in the

attack; my people made complaints to me of these matters. The last affray I was

inclined to investigate, and. wrote for those concerned, to comein to see me, wxsbmg

1o get a reconciliation wade between them and our people‘; 1t was necessary that our
-men should obtain some redress. I sent Mr. M<Leod with a letter to the camp, as
a person that could speak to the free Canadians, and went myself- with a patty. of

-our men to Rat Point, where our Indian hunters were encamped, about two leagues
from the camp of the freemen. From the unsettled state of the people in the plains,

and also the Sioux being in the vicinity, I brought up arms from Fort Daer to Turte

River, for my people; and when going-out to Rat Point, each man was furnished

with a musket, and six rounds of ammunition. - Donald M¢Kinnon and Donald

" M<Donald, refused to take arms, went to the camp of the freemen, and made a

‘great deal of mischief by their repotts. Tihe Indians wefe well-pleased to see 10-0r
12 of my people arrive at that point well armed, to join them, as they said, against.
the Sioux, who bad lately killed nine or ten Saultaux nearthe place. They'wcx_'c
preparing a war house, for their defence, and requested our men to ~assist in
making it‘. - L - ’
13. Instead of paying attention to Mr. M<Leod's mission, he was made a prisoner

in the camp, and some others of our men who happened to go that way, were kept;
they had five orsix of them. A messenger came for me to goin person to the camp,
as they said they would not treat with any other. I agreed to go, but owing to
a private intimation from Mr. M° Leod, did not go.. I requested of them to send
two or three to meet me two miles from the camp ; but after I went there, none of
them came. Ilearned afterwards from Mr. M¢ Leod, that it was their intention to
make & prisoner of me, had I gone; that they (debated about killing him and me,
and afterwards to surprise Fort Daer and take possession of it, march from thence
to the settlement, destroy all those who should oppose them, possess themgelves-‘or;
the colonial stores, and put an end at once’ to the colony; they were then to establish
a free colony themselves, by assembling all the half-breeds together, and nominate
one to be their commander ; that Mr. Duncan Cameron offered- to be their chief, bat
they preéferred” Bostonois, as being-one of themselves. My not going to their camp,
from being attempted at that time. - Mr. M* Leod was liberated 14th February, after
being their prisoner six days; and next day we returned to Turtle River; 1 staid_
there some days afterwards, and could only get two or three of the camp wen to
comenear me. T T -

~

14. Haviog procured a stock of dried meat from the, Indians. T returned early in
March to Fort Daer; Mr. Archibald M®Donald had now prevailed on a parcel of
the new settlers to.come up _for provisions, which had they done a month - sooner,
abundance might have been got. . I lost the greater part of a full stage of meat, for
want of hands to take it away, being obliged to keep my peoole near me while at Rat -
Point, The hunters had now ceased to hunt; the Sioux. were reported near, and
the cattle were scarce ; no more meat could be procured, the season being so far
advanced. - | ‘ T

15. Peter Pangman Bostonois, after going to the Forks from the assembled camps
up to Pembina, { bad him arrested on the complaint of Mr. MLeod. Afier this,
Mr. J. Warcen was going on with three men to Turtle River for., provisions, were ‘met

-about the 18th March, within three hours walk. of Turtle River, by Mr. Cuilibert

Grant, a clerk in the service of the N\ orth-West company, and twenty-seven aimed
men; they presented their pieces at him, made him and his men prisoners, and brought
them to Pembina. " The party- had jncreased on the way to thirty-four men, as
Mr. Grant pressed into the service every man he met; the party was composed of
North-West Company’s servants, free Canadians and half breeds: ; Their object,
which 'I. afterwards. learned, was to rescue Bostonois and take me.. To get' Mr |
Warren and the other men from them, I liberated Bostonois, taking bail for bim.
AMr. Warren and the men'had been prisoners fur_four or five days. Grant’s party
cawe to see me in the evening, 22d March; we talked over the disagreeable affairs .

. dhat oceurred i their camp: I promised them that the past should be forgot, that
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uone of them should be molestéd any more on account of the past, and that we should
be at peace together. After sitting some time inthe room talking over affairs, they

" parted from we apparently well pleased : before they came over they repeated among

themselves, *faisons la paix—taisons Ja paix.” 1 have po reason to-suppose that
they meant to give us any further disturbance. .

16. About this time I learned that six of the English settlers that came out last of
all, bad deserted from’ Turtle River. Mr. Kennedy, the Nortli-West company’s
trader there, had by orders from Mr. Cameron, furnished them with provisions and’
an Indian guide to ,l'Leech Lake. i - : -

17. 1 reccived repeated intelligence from Mr. Archibald M“Donald, of the settlers
being in a very turhulent state below, and left foit Daer early in April to go to the
Forks. Oa -the miorning of the 6th I met two' of our men, John Mc°Lean and
Martin Jordan, - who were sent to acquaint me with the state of affuirs at the settle-
ment, that all the settlers had gone to the North-West fort with their families and
luggage, and that on Monday -last, 3d- instant, .while parties of them kept the
gentlemen prisoners in their rooms, otbers. of them entered . the store, where our
artillery pieces lay dismounted, took all away by orders of-Mr. Cameron, who was
near himsclf with a party' to receive them,.und carried them to the North-West fort.
That two days afterwards, 5th instant, about foity or fifty armed men had gone in
the night, by orders fromt Mr. Cameron, broke the doors of our main house, entered
with swords and pistols, and rescued-dne of our servants, Donald M‘Kinnon, who
was confincd. jor being one of those who carried away the artillery. Mr. Cuthbert
Grrant, Wilham Shaw; George Campbell; late settler, and Bostonois, were at the head -

of this party., - - .. . .
18. M:Lcon and Jordan further informed us, that Mr. Cameron for some time:
back bad paities of armed men placed at the diffcrent roads; watching day and night
to take me, and having despaited of my going down, intended to have gone himselt
to surprize me at Fort Daer; that for some time back all persons belonging to us, .
going up or down, had been stopped and detained at the North-West fort, so that
no intelligence could reach me 6f what was going forward ; but that two of my men
had found means to pass by- the plains, and were on their way to Fort Daer, to ac-
quaint me, that Cameron allowed them (M°Lean and Jordidn) to pass last night,
‘having been led to believe that they.had made up their minds to go off “along with
the other settlers, and wished to prevail on some of their fiiends at Fort Daer and

Turtle River to join them. That Mr. Cameron hqving léarned the departure’of the

two men who had gone by the plains, pad put off his intended attack o me at Fort
Daer, hnowing that Ishould be prepared ; 'they advised-us to return; as they thought,
we could not pass the North-West fort with safety.,

. 1. The iatélligence of these men was further confirmed to us in the evening, by
the arrival of Mr. White and another man, whom our sentry observed passing up
the River; they were also on their routc to Fort Daer. Our party was now ten or .
twelve strong, and we,passed the North-West fort at day-light on the morning of
the-7th Apul.’ - ) . N . e
20. Mr. M¢Lean and family-had removed from his house to one of our out-houses
for protection, as violence had bceen offered to his person and that of Mys. M¢Lean,
and more was threatened, so that they did not think themselves safe at their own
housc. There were only two or three familics leit of oursettlers, who-had not gone

to the North-West : the families who deserted had chiefly gone to Winipic Ryver. |

Almost all the men remained_at the fort, and it was given oot that they had‘sggnc
further mischief in view. ’ .

21. A day or two- after my arrival, we apprefiended a North-West’ clerk,.
Mr. William Shaw, for being one of the party that broke the doors of the government

_house, on the night of the 5th April ;-a partyof the setilers was along with him’ when

~

tahen, who attempted to irescue him, which produced an affray between them and

'

our people in the night, bit the scttlers were beat off. 1

22. The North-West party,.xith the accession of the settlers, being now namerous,
and ows but few, we were ‘continually . threatened to be attdcked ; they frequently
sbewed thewselves in a body-under arms, with bayonets fited; we Lad often to tura
out in the night, by our sentty giving the ularm on.seeing parties approach. .

.23. The arrival of My -Pritchard, 16th Apri, from Canada, by Hudson’s Bay,

" assisted to heep up- (he ‘spirits of our. people for some time; but their general

‘< “ defection,”
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deféction, from the great enconragement held out to them in Canada "could not

be overcome. - 8% .
~*24, We had almost daily communication with Mr. Ca "‘Llsy writing, A’ Mr.
Severight camé to offer himself as-bail for Mr. Shaw’s appearance, when.called for,
to which I was inclined to accede, having no regular place Eonﬁnement. Seves
Tight.came a second time on’ this errand, and after wamug somd fme, sent me word
that”h,e wished to see me; and while addressmg him, "afellow touchéd -me on the
'shoulder, and showed a warrant against me from the North-West company’s agent;
~M:Leod, for a breach of the.peaee, to appear before him at Fort William. Con-
ceiving that a govemor could not be legally taken from his government in such a
manner, I would not submit, and confined the fellow ; but after an hour or two re-
leased him. Mr. Shaw was admitted to bail.

25. Early in Mey, Mr. Michael M*Donnell, commg wnth the people from Fort -

Daer, was met'on the w iby a party of the North-West, who made him a prisoner,
and brought him to the North-West fort for a breach of the peace.. I offered bail -
for him, but none would be taken. He ‘was permitted to come down on his parole
to see us, when he entered into & recognizance before me, as did also Mr. Wayren,
who was included in the same warrant, copies 6f which I sent to Mr. Cameron, but
. he would nbt mind them ; he said that Mr. MDonnell could not be liberated ; the
plan was to take away overy one from the settlement. ‘. -

- 26, The people, from their different outposts, were now coming into the North-

" West; also the free Canadians and' half-breeds; none of these Wwere permitted to

~ come near us, on any account whatever. I granted a search warraut for some of

-

_the property taken from us, which se knew to be in'the North-West fort, but Mr.

Cameron would mot permit the execution of it, though be acknowledged-the pro- .

perty to be there; nor would he allow any delinquent to be taken from his fort.

* 2%, Many'of our servants and others were now deserting to.the' Nortli-West fort;

reports were continually circulated among them, that. the’ Indians would destroy
them, and that the Crees were certainly cowing from Qui Appelle for that purpose.
Some of the women of the settlers were nenera]ly sent to circulate these reports
among.our people, which mduced mapy.to desert for ~safety. -

28. Mr. Alexander. M<Donnell -came from~ Qui Appelle shortly afterwards, and
brought with him a party of Crees. This gentleman,. prevtous to leaving Qui
Appelle, caused three of ‘our wen to desert from Mr. M*Kay ¢n the 15th Aprxl, and-

-

Jjoin himself. N

29: The Crees were kept within the North-West fort, and prevented from coming -

near us; but the Saultaux chiefs, assembled for our-protection, informed us,- that
they would not do any mischief; that they had been promised rewards.for coming.
down. This they afterwards cdnﬁrmed themselves, and said, that they did not get
what was promiscd thens. They came after some time in a body to see m¢, and
spoke very sensibly. After a fortnight’s stay, during which tivie they were scarcely ™

. allowed 4 go outside of the North-West fort, they returned home.” While they .

remmned ten or t\welve of our-horses were shot_ dead with arrows, but we dld not

- suppose it to be done by the Crees.

30. The North-West. weré now. getting to be numerous, people ﬂocked to them
from all parts; a party-arrived even from the Saskatchewau. They now gave out that |

J must be taken, dead or alive, “and formed a camp three miles below-us, at the F) ‘rog |

Plain, of which Mr. Alexander M‘Donnell, as Cameron’s heutepant, had the com- v

mand. "~ This party drove away the whole of our cattle, and killed the bull for fresh
provisions. Mr. Caineron informed the traders and us by letter, that no craft should
“be permitted to pass the camp, without Lieutenant M<Donnell’s permlssmn. This
Jetter he smned “ Captam commanding Red Rwer.” o '

31. 'Some of our people who' happened to_go near this camp were fired upon, -

more than twenty shots were fired at Duncan M<Naughton, and several at ‘Mr, -

-M-Lean, as:they would not stop to be made prisoners by the parties pursuing. They
-burned some of the.houses of the settlers, and pulled down others, to form a fam-
part, on which ‘they mounted some pieces of the artillery taken from: us. Parties,
were constantly patrolling between the camp apd. the- fort, night and day, smrrmw
TIndian- war songs, and kept us constantly in a state of alaxm “T'hey made prisoners
of ‘the few settlers that remamed and Kept them at the camp, to prevent their calti-
*vah%n ‘of the around. Connnual deserltéon had taken place from among our people
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' 1o the North-West company, for some time back ; two and three went off of a night,
-taking ammunition and sometimes arms with them. The times of the Irish cons -

. tracted servants c\plred 1st June they demanded settlement of their accounts, and
prowised to reunin with us, at least to ship time, if they got an advance of wages,
and bills for the balunce'thien due. - This was acceded to, “and even some fines for-
merly-laid on some persons tor misbebiaviour were remitted, After-all, the greater
part of them lett us on the 5th Juue; some of.these were of the unportatwn of last.
year, and bad been engaged at £, 30 per anoum! - S

32. The cvening of the 10th June, after sunset, a party,game at'the back of our
buildings, with a view, as we conceived, to attack us in the night, as they covered
themselves in a ravine. This idea was stren"thened by threats, frequently made by
Mr. Cameron, that he would batter down our houses with our own artillery; and we

» were told the North-West blacksmith had forged shot, said to be for this purpose.

- Mr. MeLean took a man with bim, and went to reconnoitre the party; I sent other

two atter them, and had the men formed near the house. - Some shots were ex-

- changed in the dark, betwcen our reconnoitring party and the enemy. The enemy’s

fire'seemed directed against. the place on which they saw> our men drawn eut, but

their balls took no effect; we could not retuin the fire till our own people came in,
when a few discharges from _the wall pieces on the house loft made them' retreat.

53. Neat morning, 111 June, about 7 a.3r, 1 Mr. White, our surgeon, walkmg/
out near the house, was fired at from aclump of wood, South. from -the buildings.
Nearly at the same time- a ball passed between Mr. Bourke and Flynon, fired by
Contapaha, by order. Immmedumtely after, a general firing commenced from, the
same wood agaiust the buildings. - Our people fired in returu upon -the wood,
although they could not see the enemy. Alter about three-quarters of an hour,' the
cnemy ; ceased firing, and retived. . We had Mr. M°Lean and, Mr. Warren severely
wounded by the burstm'r ofa wa\]-plece. 1 fear Mr. Warren's wound to. be mortal, i
though he was alive the Iast accountswe heard. We had ‘also two other men sh«rhtly -

- -wounded by the cnemy’s fire. ,»Qur fire did no execution, though carried on with ~
. spivit. Tt s said there weie about 40 men of the enemy on this attack, composed of
.. North-West company’s ‘servants, some frecmen and some half- breeds and some
“settlers 3 Mr. Seraphim Lumar, Cuthbert Grant, Shav, Bostonoxs, George Campbell
Relner, and Assioiboine, were among the number. o .

54 Our peoplc seemed to despond after this attad\ they thounbt that I should

© surrender myself' to stop® the effusion of blood. I knew it was not altonether to get

tue iuto their possession the North-West muned at, but the destruction of the colony

To give our people aw opportunity of judging more’ clearly, I resolved to conceal
mjself some days and accordingly dlsappcared in the dight, with one attendant.

35. Upon learning of my departure, M. Camerou, by letter, ordered all the
. colony and company’s pe0ple to depart immediately out of the River; which”he signed
-Captain commanding officer in Red River. This order united 'in some degree the
few men we had rewaming, and they resolved to defend themselves to the last.
T heard of this disposition ip my, concealment and came back 14th J uue, afteran =,
- absence of three days. 1
30. o the night of the 15th June, the enemy .came in force;. surpnsed a humber 7%
.of the people at the farm huts, and made many prisoners.37Mr. Archibald McDonald ", 3
* happened to be. there, broke his way through thew, was fired upan, but escaped-
vnhuit. - They &stdbh;hed themselves thicre, havmo next morning taken down the.
- fence that setured the grain, with which they made a rampart round the-position,

" . and mounted on it some pieces of our brass artillery ; thicir horses they sct to graze
on the wheat fields.and other crops.  The mclosures of the settlers had been’ thrown
down before this, their crops cpoxled and themselves made prisoners. Alf our horses, |

" without exceptioh, * were. taken an..xy, ‘and the enemy seemed determmed to deatroy
every thing.| .
37- Mr. M-Kenzie, the aoenr, arrjved: the mommg of the’ 1bth June: - I.wrote
to him, stating the nnpwvoked violence exercised upon us. A deputation from our-
nenllemen waited upon him at the North-West fort, to endeavoyr to procure a peace \

N on some- fair_terms; but Mr.'MeKenzie was not inclined- to intertere.  They weré:
informed by him and Mr: Cameron, that if 1 surrendered mvse]t hosulmes should
cease instantly. . The gentlemen wrote me a public letter,: recommendmg the sur-
rendcr of tyself for the safety of the'colony.  They entered into verbal conditions.
of 2 peace between the North-West and tbe scttlement ; whxch ‘they were told would

- - be

N

L s
.

Take W -



i

RED RIVER SETTLEMENT. - 25 ‘,

be.done regularly in a day or two, but that my surrender must be unconditional ; no

terins would be made with me. T met Mr. M<Kenzie in the afternoon ; he confirmed

the: conditions made with. my gentlemén; of which I made a memorandum’in writings

1 offered to deliver miyself at Montreal at any fixedtime; but this he said was inad-

missible.; for the rest he would submit, them to Cumeron, and would acquaint me

next morning at three o'clock, when we agreed to meet again. "I sent James Suther-, ‘
landand Mr. White to the North-West fort, with the memorandum of the conditions. -

- beforethe hour that I was’to meet Mr. M°Kenzie, to get the conditions unequivocally -

understood. They returhed satisfied ; I went atterwards to meet Mr. M°Kenzie, and

walked with him to the fort. - .

38.- It was stipulated for by our gentlemen, and faithfully promised to them and*

g ot A
R LN NS SRS o T
:

P
i":‘:“,:m

hy

%

R

% me, by Mr. Cameron and Mr. M<Kenzie, that 1 should be permitted to return homé ™

% immediately for some days, to arrange my affuirs, on the gentlemen-becoming bail for

% my return; but this would not afterwards be complied with; they said that the

% half-breeds would not permit it. = - . ' ) -

? _ 39. Some of the North-West exulted, when they heard that I was in their posses-

¥ siont ; < We have got the damned robber at last!”- The camp at our farm-huts was )
ks broke up in‘the course of the day.’ I was showi into a room in the main house; at

the outer dogr was placed two of our. brass three-pounders mounted on carriages,
_ -+ one on each s

{ the door. None of the horses taken from the settlement could
be got back ;; #t}f¥ two days after my surrender, the North-West gave notice, that all
those belongii to™the Hudsons Bay company and the colony, should depurt out of
Red River withqut delay. = . .-. - , . ) .

40. I defied Mr. Cameron and all the North-West company to turn the Endians
against the colohy, altbough no art that malice could invent to work upon their feel--

+ ings was left untried to make them hostile to us, which was begun with our arrival in
the country. There'is not a solitary instance of the least violence being offered from - -
an Indian towards the colonists. The untutored savage remained incorruptible, n hile

'+ ‘those calling .themselves civilized, committed every outrage against their fellow-

-subjects, in violation of the laws of their country, and of any honest feeling.

- - 41, I was'takent away from Red River 22d June, and not allowed to stop at any
place in the settlement. While kept at Winipic River. 1 learned that all the’ people of -
Red River settlement had been driven away by the North-West company. The
plunder of the stores was held out as*a reward to the halftbreeds and others cmployed. :
in these acts of violence ; but of this they were disappointed. The stores weie all

*embarked, and the people and they were protected by the Indians, who assembled

for that purpose, and escorted themn safe oot of the river.  After the departure of the
people, the houses' weie all-burned by. the half-breeds of the North-West company,
headed by North-West clerks, Cuthbert Grant, and Willia Shaw, .

. 0. (Signed) - Mules M<Donnell. -
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Sir, ’ ’ 7 "+ .+ Montreal, 28th November, 1815. *  quclosure
I have had the honour of receiving your letter, dated the 16th inst. addressed ()~
to me and-others, written by command of his' Excellency the Adminstrator in Chief, ;‘:os‘(;_(';flz”l')m‘
. to apprize us,. that his Excellency diad received from the Earl of Selkirk a detailed cember 181 s, h
¢ statementdrawn up by Mr. Miles M‘Donnell, his Lordship's agent at the Red River;” -
. - of the transactions among his Lordship’s .colonists, and between-them-dnd certain >~ * . ™
' servants and agents of the North-West company, fiom™ September 1814, tothe finsl; 7 -
dispersion of the’colony on the arrest of Mr. Miles M*Donnell in June Jast, and that, -
as it was his Excellency’s intention to transmit that statement to His Majesty’s. '
'government, he bad directed netice thereof to be ‘given, that the North-West'com- ~
_ pany wight have an opportunity of submitting to his’ Excellency, for transmission in -~ .
. . like manner, such: representation of the transaction in question as might be deemed \

proper on the occasion. . - . t

\

1 have to offer. my thagks to' his ,E&xcellency for the communicatién, and to entreat
his,excuse for the delay in not answering your letter earlier, which bas arisen ‘from
accidental cif¢umstances intervening siuce its receipt, and very far from want of due
respect to his Excellency.- L T

"N

. R ‘ - o ; - [

In considering the subject-in all its bearings, I see no good likely 1o arise by
entering at_present into a-detailed counter-statement. The final dispersion of the
colony, and the arrest of Mr. Miles M*Dannell, resulted from the wild and mis-
chievous tendency -of the original project, which engendered that calony, and the
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unjust and arrogant pretensions and conduct of those entrusted with its execution
Its origin was bottomed upon the ostensible pretext of aiding the Hudson’s Bay com-
pany in their trade, but with the real intention of directly ruining that of “their rivals,
the North-West company, as his Lordship bhad previously become a partoer of the
other concern ; and possibly under the further idea of turning the scheme of coloniza-
tion to his personal advantage, if the trade of both companies should from its effects, -
in the event of its success, he involved in ruin. Colonization, at the distance of 2,000
miles from an Atlantic port, in the beart of Indian nations, and above 1,c00 miles
from any other agricultural establishinent or outlet to a market, confirms the belief
that sumething beyond what was advanced, was cautiously concealed under a plau-
sible exterior. .

It is well hnown that colonization, and Indians with their trade; cannot to any
greateatent co-exist. The fatal experience of the Jndian nations in the neighbourhood .
of the United States proves this; and that unfortunatepeople now see (w hen too late)
the ruin with which they aré thercbv threatened. Had they resisted, in the first instance,
the occupation by any colonists of any spot beyond the ‘Ohio, the natives would still
hiave been independent and happy, instead of having to apprehend, as they now have,
a universal spoliation of their lands, and the extermination of their persons- by the -
unbounded rapauty aud injustice of the United States, in whatsoever regards-their -
intercourse with the aborigines of the soil. - What a lesson for Indians, yet beyond
American controu}! -

The Awmerican government is pneparm« to establish ﬁnhtary posts throughout the
Indian country, in situations where they had none before, i defiance of the construc=
tive and lll-e\plamed article of the treaty of Ghent, which stipulated to preserve to
thew all the possessions and rights which they enjoyed or were entitled to in 1811.

The Earl of Selkirk’s project is nearly'in miniature what that of the Americaus is
at maturity ;' both have an unquenchable thirst for land, and the speculations to which

it gives rise, without re«rardm" the ftehngs and rights of the Iudlans, as entitled to

consideration, or \mrthy of pre.-,crvauon. , ,

' 1

His Lordship, in accordance with this 1dea, entered upon the territory of the natives
at the Red River withioat asking their permission, or offering them any consideration”
for the soit, and also without any sanction from novemmeut under colour of a grant
* from | persons who had never acquired a legal property in it, and whese obselete charter
(cverr were it valid) never compiehended ‘the country in question. .

His agent,” Mr. Miles M*Donncll, and the pecple who were induced 'to emwrate
by advertisements containing studious concealments and artful nnsrepresemanons of
the state of the country, werc hardly there set down, before an attewnpt was made to
impede the natives in the hunt of the buffalo upon their native plains. This necessanty
gave them alarm, and which alarm was increased: by the direct violence used by that
~ugent, or by his command (who conducted himself like a Turkish bashaw, -as his’
proclamatlons and the orders under his usurped character of governor, and espccmlly
Lis order for the North-West people to quit the.country too well evince,) in taking
and pillaging by -force of arms' from the North<West company, at one’of their lontr-
cstablished posts, by catting down their wooden pickets, breaking open their stores
and then cayrying away the provisions they had collected by their trade on the Red

River, for the sustenance of their -people on the communications to and from - the

ioterior. | They a at"the samne time took forcible possession of two boats with provisions
_navizating that Tiver; and seized and disarmed the people of two -North-West canoes,
whilst” proceeding quietly 1n-the lawfal pursuit of their ordinary occupations., “These
pnoceedmca aﬂorded prools too evident of the intentions’ of his Lordship and big
agent, “to dictate to the Indians, to contemn., their rmhta, to coerce them to lis pur-
posc and finally to destroy their trade with' the North-West company. The’
servants of that company had humanely, but unguardedly supplied his Lordship's
 people during the winter of1 812-13, when they ﬁrst anived, with much of their sub- .
sistence,” then little thinking that they were warming into life vrpers, who were 50 'soon
to sting [in a vital part'the trade of their employers -7 .

.Such ‘proceedings on the part of his Lordship's agent and- people, were not to be
.submitted to with indifference, ‘'under the prospeet of evidently threatened ruin; and
_ accordingly measures were adopted for bringing the ‘authors -of that undlsgulsed
pal!awe to a fegal trial, in the prescribed: course of Jjustice, and for thb prévention of
. tac Like enormities in future. o ‘ o

3
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- congenial to the dignity of a peer of the realm ; butit unhappilyit be otherwise, Do
. T cannot’ but entertain a well grounded confidence, that His Mujesty's covernment ~ :

. Bathurst;_such communication being the same as, that which gave rise to Coloriel .
“Harvey'’s letter to me of 14th June, and to which the above said one was a reply ;-

" West trade, &c.

. secretly, to rejoice at their liberation from a new species of bondage.-

", Have the goodness to submit this Tetter to'his Excellency the administrator'in chief,
2 T CHR
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*" Mr. Miles M*Donnell, the pretended governor, and the'pretended sheriff employed ) S

in the execution of his outrageous orders and purposes, were arrested, and are to be T

tried before the Court of King’s Bench of this district, in March; and if from the °

zeal of parties for the'jnterest of their employers, any occurrences have taken place -

which may furnish matter of regret on either side, the whole are to be fairly ascribed

“to the previous illegal conduct and various premeditated violences and repeated out-

rages of his Lordship’s agents,"and which conduct and violences were aggravated by

their intrigues and attempts to tamper with, and debauch the people of the North- .

West company. C - o T ]
In pothing do Lord Selkirk’s incipient measures materially -differ - from those

practised by the Americans, but in the want of a public military force to overcome

the poor-natives. Happily this he had not ; but should ever the British government,

. in an unguarded ‘hour, sanction his wild schemes for the colonization of the Indian

country, and aid those schemes by a military force, from that moment the doom of the
natives will be sealed, an interminable war in the interior be excited, - and the British

2

name will among them become as much detested as isgthe. American.

Nothing would so completely justify the Americans Riilifiir encroachments upon
Indian rights, as seeing DBritish subjects, under British authority, pursuing similar
measures ; ‘and a British colony, with a British fort, on'the Red' River, would very
fairly be urged as conveying a right to the United States, under the, principle of
counteraction as'well as of example, to place as many American colonies and forts
upon the-Indian territory as they saw ﬁty ‘ ) ;

-+ Besides, it is further to be considered, that as the, Red: River, or a materia] part
of it, will fall within the American boundary, by the, line to b€ run by the treaty of
Ghent, if Lord Selkirk was allowed to colonize there, it would in truth be forming © -
a colony independent of British controul, to become an American one, and in fur-

therance of American objects at the expense of British.

1 do however hope, that the dispersion of his Lordsbip’s colony, will lead himi to .. . -
pause, and henceforth to apply his wealth and acknowledged talents to putsuits more ‘

will interpose,” to- prevent its re-establishment, with the conséquent and manifest
injustice to the Indians, and certain injury to British trade and Bitish interests con-
nected therewith, which such establishment cpuld not fail to produce. - -

" Tn conclusion, it is proper to observe, that the distresses endured by his Lordship’s .
colonists, in consequence of the delusion of his ‘agents, if not of himself, were almost ' . '
beyond description, and such as to make three-fourths avowedly, and probably all I

1 take the liberty ‘of referring to his Excellency for particulars, to my letter to ——uow—
Colonel Harvey, of 24th June last; to my letter and statement-of 15th of August last, . T
dated at Kingston: to Sir Frederic Robinson; and to’a letter and statement to -~ . .-
Henry Goulburn, Esq. Under Secretary of State, from: Messrs, MTavish, Fraser& Co.,
and Messrs. Inglis, Ellice & Co. of London, on the 18th of March last, in answer to °
a' communication made to them on'the 2d of that month, by the desire of Earl

copies of the two last statements accompany this._

. '
B e

for.transmission, if -he shall see fit, to His Majesty’s government. - _ Tl
I have the honour to be, on behalf of myself, and others interested-in.the North- -

{

. (Signed) [leidnz-M‘Gzﬂivrby.

Inclosure

P STATEMENT, relative to Settlers from the Red River. .-

[IN the year 1811, the Earl of Selkirk hzﬂn'ngvobtained ‘from the’Hudson;s\ Bay in‘ Sir(t;). Drumc

Company (whereof he is a great stock-holder) a grant of a large tract of land, in the mords, of 6 Lo
mterior of the continent of North America, and which grant the company ‘assumed cember 1815, -
the right to make, wjthout any sanction from .government, or any purchase from ‘the '
mafives of the countty; his Lordship, with that eagerness for. promotirg " emigration-
and establishing colgnies which he has so often manifested,” immediately circulated
*584: SO ] Lo advertisements,

ar ~ ' ¢
’ ¢
~ 1 ~ v ' ' ‘

\ -



g PAPERS RELATING TO THE

adveftisements, inviting settlers to emigrate to this new colony, which Le had pro-
_jected to establish on the banks of the Red River. T
. These advertisements beld out inducements of every description to engace settlers ;
fertility of soil, salubrity of climate, freedom from taxes, tythes, and poor rates, were
all enumnerated among the blessings of this land of promise, and the real facts of the
case were carefully suppressed, namely, that the proposed colony was situated at the
distance of about 2,000 miles fromr any Atlentic port, and above balf that distance
from any other settlement whatever; that the settlers would be totally precluded
from communication with the civilized world, and from the_possibility of finding a
market for their produce, if they should succeed ‘in- raising produce for exportation.
It was also carefully concealed, and contradicted by Lord Selkirk's agents, when
asserted by other persons who possessed local knowledge of the country, that the pro-
posed colony was situated in the midst of warlike tribes of Indians, whose jealousy
towards the cultivators of land is well known; and who would have a good cause of
quarrel apainst such cultivators taking possessiun of their lands, and destroying their
hunting grounds, witliout their consent and autliority. :

In consequence of these advertisemnents, and the personal exertions of Lord
Selkirk and -his agents, several successive, embarkations of emigrants to this new
colony have taken place in the yecars 1811, 1812, 1813; some from Ireland, but
chiefly from’ the- porthern coast of Scotland; these unfortunate persons, however,
soon found they had been cruelly deccived in the expectations held out to them, and
found themselves disappointed of all the advantages they hdd hoped to possess. The
first cmbarkation took place in 1811, and they arrived'at York Fort, in Hudson’s
Bay, too late to get into the interior that winter, which accordingly they were obliged
to pass on the shores ‘of the bay, in a’ state of extreme misery from the severity of
the climate, and in danger of actual starvation. In the embarkation of 1312, from
the ships being crowded with passengers, the jail fever broke out among them, and
carried off several of them. . )

In short, the miseries which these poor creatures had 1o endure on their passage
to Hudson's Bay, and their voyages in boats at most inclement seasons, from thence
to Red River, are such as can scarcely be understood, except by persons who have

. some knowledge of the country they taversed; and their. own description of theic ~
sufferings is such as to prevent, it is to' be hoped, Lord -Selkirk, if- he could hear it,
from sending any tnore emigrants on the same destination. I
The first settlers reached the proposed colony in the fall of 1812, and in the course
of the following winter they would have perished for want of food, but for the assist-
" ance which they received from’ the North-West company’s trading posts in their
vicinity.- Subsequent arrivals took placein the years 1813 and 1814 ; and the soil
of the country being really fertile, as far as it is sheltered with hills, they might have
" ultimately succeeded in raising grain sufficient for their subsistence’; but the meusures
of their leaders began to involve them in quarrels with the natives of the country,
especially the half breed Indians, a daring and now a numerous race, sprung from
the intercourse of the Canadian voyageurs with the Indian women, and who cousider
themselves the possessors of the country, and lords of the soil. .~ )

Their principal leader, and Lord Selkirk’s principal agent, was a Mr. Miles
M* Donncll, formerly of this province, who, on the 8th of -January 1814, issued a
proclamation; calling himsclf Governor of Assinibdine, and assuming powers greater

' than those usually delegated to governors appointed by the Crown. .

He told the settlers and the Hudson’s Bay compary’s servants, that the colony was’ .
-erected into a separate jurisdiction, entirély independent of Canada: and the laws
and government of which, were both to be administered by-himself. This could only

. bave been looked upon as an e€mpty boast, but that he actually proceeded upon the
- unprecedented authority thus assumed, and engaged -his followers in acts of - violence,
for which he is puw'a prisoner on his ay to be tried in the' courts of Lower -

Canada. .../ ) 1 .
* . The disorder excited'in’ the country by these aits of violence, the ‘disgust given to
the settlers, ‘by intripsic disadvantages of the country, as wcll as the violence and
tyranny of their leader, and "the dread of ‘the natives, Indians and mixed breed, all
~contributéd to break up the colony ; 'some few of the seéttlers (about,14 families)
bave returned to Hudson’s Bay, and all the remainder tbrew themselves upon ' the
compassion of the North-West company, to. obtain the means of couveyance to
C@n&da-n X . . s ' ' ! ( ! '
‘ o L Lo . .Some
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Some of them state, upon eath, that they left their homes in expectation of coming
'to Canada at once, and were only told of their actual destination at Stornaway, in
the island of Lewis, from whence the embarkation took place; others state, also ~
. upon oath, that they were informed,. that the diStance from the Red River to Canada
‘was short, and the communication. easy ; so that, if they did not like that country,
they might leave it and join 'their fiiends in Upper Canada; and others, that they
could go to Canada by way of the Red River; under these circumstances, partly
from compassion towards. these poor people, and partly frem a dread of the conse-
-quences of their remaining in the interior, (because in the event of the Indians attack- -
ing them, it was feared that the hatchet once raised, would not discriminate betwixt
a settler and trader, but that ell the White men in the country, might become its
victims,) the North-West company have afforded thesc settlers a_conveyance ¢o this
province, and the means of subsistence since they left the Red River, The number
brought to Fort William (the company’s chief port on the shores of Lake Superior,) -
was about 140 souls, probably about 40 or 50 heads of families, and some single
-men, and the whole of them are now on their wayto York, unless some may have
obtained employment to their satisfaction about St. Mary’s or St. Joseph’s. Hopes
z  certaioly have been held out to them, of obtaining lands from the -government of this
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¢  country, and they arc coming down in hopes of being received as settlers on' the

%  same foofing as if they had come direct from Scotland ; but this point rests entirely

=*  for the decision.of government ; the North-West company only promised these people -

¥oa conveyance to Canada, and subsistence for the journey. This promise has been

¥ * performed; and they are now left to the clemency and protection of government; who i

3  willno doubt extend:to them a fostering hand. - . S

i » . Kingston, .+ (Signed) William B3LGillivray.

3 15th. August 1813. ) . o

E . Sir, ‘ ‘ ©+ London; 18th March 1815. Tuclosure

‘f ) We have had the honour to receive your letter of the 2d instant, addressed to o S“_(s(’) Dram

the North-West company, with the enclosed” copies of a corresponderice between &5, 0f6 D

Lord Selkirk and the governor and committec:of the Hudson's Bay company, and ber 18 e
»  also the statement of the governor and committec, relative to their grant of lands to =~ -+
-his Lordship on the Assiniboine River in North America. ‘

As agents in this country for the North-West company,in Montreal, .we lose not
a mouwcnt in requesting: you will assure Lord Bathurst, that the motives imputed * -
to them by Lord Selkirk are utterly unfounded ; and we are persuaded also, the
members of that company, stationed in the interior of the North American continent,
feel too -much for the miseries already inflicted upon their unfortunate countrymen, |
- the'victims of his Lordship’s visionary spéculations, to add by any action of theirs te
. the risk which “those deluded emigrants .undoubtedly run fromn the disputes which
toust arise between them and the Indians, and a 4enlousy tlie -different, tribes have
always entertained of any agricultural encroachments on the hunting. grounds in the |,
nterior. =~ -, ' <R e . L. =~ co
Lord Selkirk mistakes in_ his letter (we .dre persuaded unintentionally) . any
expressions which may have fallen from us on the first publication of his schemes.
. We have at all ‘times expressed our fears of the fate which he now seems to dread
amay await this colony, and have not ceased-to represent to him and to the H udson’s
. Bay company, both the impolicy and danger of -attempting any settlement of this
nature, so remote from legal restraint and adequate protection from the hostilities '
of the -Indians; and we bave always expressed it as our decided opinion, that it~
. would not only be productive of ruin and danger to the settlers, but-to the valuable -
. trade carried on by both parties: . Our experience of the eﬁfa%ts of this intended - -
settlement has not tended to remove, ‘but on the contrary to enforce these expressions; -
- and the present application from his Lordship but too strongly, confirms the correctness -
of them. The conduct of the North-West company’s traders, in supplying the .
«colonists, who must otherwise have starved during the winter of 1812-1813, should
have protected them' from the accusations now brought against them, especially
when grounded on such authority as “ a letter from a gentieman who had received
** information from a Canadian, relative to ‘the intrigues which were going on with
“ the Indians.” His Lordship gives, the traders some credit for attention ta their
_Interest ; and he must surely be aware, that the Indian hatchet once raised, will'not
discriminate between a settler and a trader ; their interests are firmly connected in" this
respect; and we only trust they may be enabled. by their united endeavours to
© 584. ) . ‘ : conciliate
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conciliate: the natives, and to ward off the danger ‘with which his Lordship’s
indiscretion has threatened them. - -

We do not deny, that this colony is looked upon by the Canadian traders gene-
rally, as detrimental to their interests, from the reasons we have stated, and Lord
Selkirk’s connexion with the- Hudson’s' Bay company, (their rivalsin this trade; already
involved in ruin, and apparently from the measures they are now taking, having
solely in view the destruction of the Canadian trade,) has not the effect of reconciling
what he supposes their prejudices, as to his views and operations ; and we are equally
aware with his Lordship, of all the difficulties which arise from the conflicting jealousies

_ of parties so far remote from the controul of justice. These jealousies existed pre-
vious to his Lordship’s present undertaking ; and to obviate them, as far as practicable,
his Majesty's government proposed, at our suggestion, to the Legislature, the Act of

_— . the 43d of the King, under which scveral justices of the peace have been appointed,

*  and we hope will be’ enabled to suppress, by-apprehension and conviction of the
offenders in the courts of Lower Canada, all acts of aggression on either side. 'In
addition to this, we beg you will assure Lord Bathurst, that every advice and exer-
tion in our power will be made use of to the sdme effect; and we will transmit copies
of your communication to us on this subject to Canada, by the earliest opportunity.

. Tt becomes, however, distinctly necessary, that a similar conduct should be .
adopted on the part of the Hudson’s Bay company; and but little proof of that dis-

ition is to be found in the proclamation of Mr. gﬂil”es M*Donnell, a person styling
himself, by Lord Selkirk’s authority, governor of Assiniboine, and who is really bis
*Lordship’s accredited ageat. ‘ .

A copy of this proclamation is enclosed for Lord Batburst's information; and we -
<an only add, that the authority assumed in it has been extended in all its parts against
the North-West traders, who in consequence of strict injunction to that effect have
submitted to it without resistance. -

- Although we have hitherto abstained from tropbling his Majesty’s government on
_ this subject, still we are too happy in the opportunity which your letter and the ac-
companying statement from the Hudson’s Bay company afford “us, of laying before
Lord Bathurst some information as to the- origin and progress of the connexion
between Lord Selkirk and that company. We take the liberty therefore of annexing
to this letter a statement of facts relative to the colony; and as his Majesty’s govern-
ment has called upon the North-West company for refutation of the.accusations made '
against them by Lord Selkirk, we hope, as their.agents, we may be excused, if on
their behalf we respectfully request to be informed, whether this authority assumed by
Lord Selhirk and hi$ governor Mr, M“Donnell, is at all recognized by his Majesty’s -
government ? and if -so, ‘whether to the extent of the powers supposed to-be vested
*in the Hudson’s Bay company, by their obsolete charter, and said to be transferred
to his Lordship with the grant of territory made by him? o

-

We now consider both the grant and authority illegal; and ‘we shall be happy, if.
in the statement submitted to you for the consideration of Lord Bathurst, sufficient
information shall be found to enable his Majesty’s government to come to an imme-
diate decision on this subject. : ' . oo

We have only t6 add further, that for the last century the Canadian traders have
carried on a far more creditable trade, and for the last 30 ycars a trade of six times- -
the extent, and consequently in the same _proportion more beneficial to this country,

* than the Hudsow’s Bay company; they have explored-and discovered all the countries
between Lake Occinipigne and the Fiozen Ocean, on one side, and the Pacific on the
other. They have now establishmerts on the, shores of both oceaus; and-with the
return of peace they have been looking to the extension of-their trade ] their only
obstacle seems to be. this dnfortunate and impracticable scheme of colonizing an
uninhabitable territory, which: will -undoubtedly; sooner: or ‘ater; throw the whole
country into war and confusion, after. a long period of tranquillity and peace. We
beg to be understood, as imputing no improper motives in all we have stated to Lord
Selkirk; our conviction is, that his Lordship as sincerely as singularly believes in the
probability of ultimate success, and all we ean, expect from his Majesty’s govern- .
ment, that if they should see fit to sanction and encourage his Lordship’s under-
taking, they will take adequate measures to protect the trade of his Majesty's sub-
Jects against the consequence apprehended from it. I * -

L o We have, &c. © = . ° .
H. Goulburn, Esq. © ot (Signed) - Jw MtTavish;-Fraser & Co. *
. &eo&e- - e Inglis, Ellice& Co. :--.
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PREVIOUS to the year 1811, the Earl of Selkirk, by himself ‘and his agents,
bought up about one-third of the joint stock of the Hudson’s Bay company, which
stock amounts in all to about £. 105,000, with the view, as has afterwards been ascer~
tained, of obtaining under the company’s seal, a grant in fee simple to himself and
his heirs for ever, of a tract of territory no-less than 75,000 superficial miles, or
about 4,500,000 acres. Cee - . .

Any reasons which may have induced the governor and commitfee, beyond those
assigned in_tlie statement laid before His Majesty’s government, to consent to this

ant, are best known to themselves ; ‘but the fact of the acquisition -of this stock by
'ford Selkirk will not be denied, or that in consequence of it, certain changes.took
place in the committee in favour of 'his relatives and friends.- Tl plan being so far
advanced, his Lordship found little difficulty in accomplishing his purpose, ‘and it was
accordingly announced to the proprietors, that the grat had been made by the gover- - -
‘norand committee, and a general court was called to confirm it; early in the year 1811.”

The parties not concerned in this transaction attending that court, were nearly
unanimous in their disapprobation of the grant ; but as the msjority of the proprietors
who could vote, consisted of Lord Selkirk and the cotomittee, the grant was confirmed,
angd protest tendered against it, copy of which is antiexed to this statement, and this

./ protest was signed by proprietors.of nearly one-fourth of the company’s stock..

3

The first question which arises’on this procecding is, Whetber the Hudson’s Bay

" . company have a right to grant away in fee simple, a great portion of the continent-
" of North America The second, Whether, even in the terms of. the charter, they had

" any right to this particular district, which formed no part of their- discoveries,” and

part of which is ascertained to belong to Canada, by the treaty of Utrecht? And
the third, Whether, supposing they had a clear right in both respects, the reasons
‘assigued in the protest are not sufficient to set aside the grant?

. 'The grant, however, once obtained, the next measure was to obtain settlers for the
new colony, and advertisements appeared from the agents ‘'of the Hudson’s Bay-com-
pany, and Lord Selkirk, who ‘connected their operations in the public papers of
- Ireland and Scotland, holding out-inducements of every description to such uafortu-
nate persons as were likely o' be. the dupes of them. These' advertisemerits, after
alluding to tbe salubrity of the. climate, which was not -stated to be as is the fact, -
_equal in severity to the coldest climate of Nova Scotia ‘and Lower Canada, weat on

. to state that the soil was peculiarly favourable to'the growth of hemp; but one very .

.material point.of information was omitted; that the proposed settlement was %,008
miles distant from any Atlantic port, or inbabited country where a market could be
found for it, and that the transport of the produce -of ‘their industry was imprac-
ticable. Independence, freedom from. taxes, tythes and .poor rates, land at
a cheap rate, and all the other blessings of this land of promise, were added as
inducements- to- these miserable .emigrants, to desert their .connexions and their
country. R ' e

Although the success -of these advertisements was probably not equal to the expec-

tations formed from them, an Irish priest, with about, 16 followers of his countrymen, .
and some Scotchmen, .embarked in the Hudson’s Bay ships, in the spring of 1811,
and a mutiny soon took place in consequence of the unusually crowded state of ,the
“vessel. They however. arrived in Hudson’s Bay, wintered there.that year,.and reached
the Assiniboine river in the autumn 1812, The.sufferingefrom Elimate and privations

- endured by thase people that winter, were beyond description, and thiey wei'e in'a great
measure indebted to the North-West trade for the means which enabled, them to, sub-

o sist through it. The annexed extract of aletter from a person of jntelligence resident -
- on the spot, details the.situation of the colony in that year.. In the spring ‘1812, .

. other;parties:were sent from Scotland, but.in consequence of the numbers exceeding -
those allowed to be embarked jn the company’s ships, by the regulation of the Act of
the King, the ships were detained or threatened, to be seized by the revenue, officers.
This accident gave rise to the Hidson’s Bay company’s passengers Act of that year, .
which was passed sub silentio, not for the purposes of the company, but to facilitate
Lord Selkirk’s operations. The proper provisions of this Aet, however, requiring an
exumination of the vessel intended for the voyage by the Transport Board, probably

* rendered a scheme nugatory, which had been in contemplation for the trandport of

the emigrants’ last year, and they were again obliged to put up with such accommo- -
584 ‘ .M : ) dation
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dation as would be afforded in company’s vessels. Here the jail fever unfortunately
- broke out, and several persobs were understood to have suffered on the passage.

It is not intended in.the slightest manner to impute this to any negligence on the
part of Lord Sélkirk, whose known, humanity would have led him to take every pre-
caution ; and it is only material to_point out the fatality, which has attended, and
must continue to_attend, this ill-judged and unfortunate undertaking.

RN
The settlers now assembled in the country, may amount in all to 100 families;
their complaints and miseries are extreme ; many are anxious to desert the settle-

/“"‘\ ment; and where no regulations or laws can be enforced against the idle and dissolute,

the resdlt mmy easily be foreseen. The men will form connexions with Izdian
women, and unaccustomed to the manners of the women, involve themselves in quar-
rels and disputes, which unfortunately will involve the whole settlement ; no person
- of either judgment or experience in that country can be found, whether belonging to
the Hudson’s Bay or North-West company, whose opinion differs from the general
one entertained upon this subject, that no possible good or advantage can result from
this colony, but that it may in its effects, be productive of infinite-mischief, and ulti-
mately the ruin of the fur trade of North America.  * '

No. 5. Copy of a Dispatch from the Earl B&ﬂllﬂét, K.G. to Licut. General Sir Gordon
—_— ‘ Drummond ; dated 3d January 1816. ° . -
BEIN s Sin b . Downing-street, 3d january‘lSlG.

HAVING received many complaints of the violent proceedings which have
taken place in the most remote parts of His Majesty’s North American dominions, |
and of the outrages committed by the agents and servants of the Hudson's Bay and

- North-West companies against each other, it appears highly necessary to adopt some
measures for restraining a system of violence which, if persevered in, may ultimately
- Jead not only to the destruction of the individuals concerned, but of others of His
Majesty’s subjects. I am therefore to desire that you will, without loss of time, in- .
culcate upon the servants of ‘the two companies the necessity.of abstaining from a
repetition of those outrages which have been latterly so frequent a cause of complaint,
and convey to them the determination of  His Majesty’s government, to punish with™
the utmost severity any person who may be found to have caused or instigated pro-
ceedings so fatal to the tranquillity of the possessions in that quarter, and so, dis-
graceful to the British name. ) . )
- T - I have the honour to be, &c.-

Lieutenant General - ' (Signed) Bathurst.
AN . Sir Gordon Drummond, K. C.B. .
) * - & & &e. ’
) lh RN ! N . ) \. )v’ﬁ '
No. 6 Copy of a Dispatch from the Earl Bathurst, K. G. to Lieut. General Sir Gordon
— ~ Drummond, G. C. B.; dated 8th January 1816 :—Twenty-one Inclosures.
-Sir, ' T - "Downing-street, $th January 1816. -

. 1 HEREWITH transmit to you an extract of a letter from Mr. Berens, Governor .
of the Hudson's” Bay-company, stating that a number of musquets were forcibly
'seized by the agents of the North-West company, from the, settlers at Red- River,

. and carried to Canada. ' I have therefore to desire, if these arms are in the possession
- of the North-West company, that you will call upon them: to_deliver them up-and---
deposit them in:the King’s: stores for the public service; the dispersion of the settle-
ment at Red River, as'notified in your dispatch, No."72, rendering it impossible to |
apply them to the purpose of arming the settlers there, as originally intended. ”

Lo . 1 have the honour to be, &c, ° ‘
Lieutenant-General; . (Signed) Bathurst. .
Sir Gordon Drummond, K.C. B. - R

-~ & _&c‘.ﬂ&c. -
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“Extract of a letter from T. Berens, Esquire, Governor of: the Hudson’s Bay  Inclosure
company, to the, Earl Bathurst, dated the 6th of December 1815. c hE 'S}hwmﬁ-

. Your Lordship will perceive-by Mr. Colville’s letter, and the documents accom- ‘:gféh January
panying it, that some of the musquets issued by the Board of Ordnance for the "™
protection of the colony, were seized by Mr. Duncan Cameron, & partner and agent
of the North-West company ; ‘and that those government arms have probably been
carried down. to Canada; I therefore -beg leave to suggest, for your Lordship’s -
cousideration, the propriety of sending instructions to the governor of Canada to take
the necessary measures for causing those arms to be restored to the principal officer
at the Red River settlement.” . . )

B
¢ T

Gentlemen, " - Langley Farm, 5th December 1815, Inclosure
In consequence of Lord Selkirk having entrusted me with the management of (@)
his affairs during his absence from this courtry, I am under the necessity of addressing |
you on the subject of the outrages which were committed last Spring and Summer, at
the settlement which has been formed upon the lands' granted to his Lordship by the
Hudson’s Bay company. . ' : .

His Lordship communicated to you, on the 15th of February last, the apprehensions
which were at.that time entertained for the safety of the colonists ; and it appears
that these apprehensions were but too well founded, though the persons suspected of
evil intentions towards the colony having failed in their attempts to make use of the
Indians as the instruments of its destruction, had recourse to other means to accomplish-
their object. ; ’ g .

To render the narrative of what happened during the Spring and Summer of this -
{en.r intelligible, I must refer to a transaction which took place in 1814. M. Miles
M<Donnell, the governor of the settlement, and of the Assiniboine district of the
“Hudson’s Bay“Yompany’s territories, had just. grounds_for expecting a considerable
pumber of- settlers to arrive from Europe in the Summer of 1814, and he was appre-
hensive that a scarcity of provisions would be felt, if he did not secure a large quantity
of dried meat provisions (which are procured from the Indians) during the Spring of
that year. He considered it to be his duty to prevent the evils of famine from
afflictiug the-people under his charge; and with this view, he gave notice to the
traders of the Hudson’s Bay company, and-of the North-West company of Montreal,
in the month of Junuary 1814, that no more provisions wouldbe. allowed to be
carried out of the Assiniboine district, at the opening of the navigation, than might be

_necessary to feed the people who had been employéd there in trading furs, as the
whole would be required for the support of the resident inhabitants of. the country;
but that the traders who might collect the provisions from the Indians would be paid
a tair price for the same. The traders of the Hudson’s' Bay company acquiesced and
delivered over their surplus provisions ; but those of the North-West company refused
" to' do so, ‘and attempted to carry out their provisions. .Upon this Mr. MDonnell,
" as governor, issued.a warrant, under which.a seizure was made by Mr. Spencer, who
had been appointed Sheriff. This led to a good deal of -discussion between
Mr. MDonuell and the partners and agents of the North-West company ; and
upon ‘their representing that their trade would suffer in other parts-of the country, if
deprived of these provisions, an agreement was entered into, that the North-West
company shoulq_retain the quantity which was necessary for their trade at that time-;
'but that they shod}d supply Mr. M*Donnell with an equal quantity in Winter 1814-15,
if it should be walted for the.maintenance of the settlers. The general body of the
partners of the NoAth-West company subsequently, however, refused to abide by this
-agreement,-made Py their own .agents and partners, and laid an' information before
*"Mr. M"Leod, whg/is a partner in that company, and holds a commission of the peace

v

-
.

- for thé Indian territory, under the 43d Geo. III, cap. 738, who granted a warrant,

“to apprehend Mr. M*Donnell and Mr. Spencer on a criminal charge of burglary and ‘
robbery. - The rights of the-parties concerned are in the course of being settled by -
Judicial proceedings and legal decision ; but I am advised by counsel here, that there
are no legal grounds for any criminal charge; and further, -that the provisions of the E
Act, 43d Geo. 1II, do not extend to the part of the country where the transaction -
took place. Under this warrant some of the partners or clerks of the North-West .

_company, with a party of thieir hired servants, armed, seized Mr. Spencer in September
1814, and carried him -to one of their trading posts on the route to Canada, and
detained him in their private custody until the month of August 1815, when they

584. ) ) ' ‘ thought



4

<

#°  PAPERS RELATING TO THE
thought fit to bring him*down to Montreal, where he was immediately admitted to
bail.. Mr. MDonnell was at this time at the sea coast of Hudson’s Bay ; and, upon

his return to the settlement, he was informed of the seizure of Mr. Spencer, and that
the North-West.company held a similar warrant against himself ; but as he had been

advised, upon "the opinion of the most eminent counsel of this country, that the .

courts of Canada had no jurisdiction within the limits of the ‘territories of the

- Hudson’s Bay company, he refused to surrender to the warrant..

- Up to this. period, the settlers had been building houses and cultivating their lands
with every appearance of content and satisfaction ; and so far from their having any
favourable disposition towards the North-West company's people, it was with some

. difficulty that they were restrained from taking arms and rescuing Mr. Spencer. The
" gentlemen who had charge of the settlement in the absence of Mr. M*Donnell, con-

ceived that ample legal redress would in the end he obtained, if Mr. Spencer was
wrongfully apprehended, and at any rate were unwilling to involve the people in any
violent proceedings. This caution of theirs, howeser, had the effect of damping the
spirits-of the settlers, and by seeming to admit that there might be a doubt on the
subject, prepared their minds to receive more readily the misrepresentations of the
agents of the North-West company. Hitherto, also, the people called in that country
< free Canadians, and half breeds,” being the old discharged Servants of the North-
West company who have families by Indian women and their descendants, had shown
the most favourable disposition to.the settlement, and several of them who had taken
lots of. land, began to cultivate and settle themselves, The North-West company

have great influence over these people, and are in the habit of calling upon them for

temporary services; they immediately hired, at high wages, all those who had shewq
any -disposition to settle; and they spread the most false and malicious stories amang
them, of Mr. MDonnell intending to oppress and injure them-in various ways ; and,
in short, used cvery means in their power to alarm and irritate them against Mr
. MDonucll and the settlers who supperted him. Mr. Duncan Cameron, a partoer
of the North-West compauy, and the person who had the chief management of their
affairs in that part of the country, assumed a military uniform, and gave out that he
had a King’s commission, styling himself “ captain of the voyageur corps, and com~
manding officeriin Red River;” with the view, no doubt, -of increasing his influence
cover these ignorant people. o T

. From all the ipformation which has reached me, corroborated by numerous

* - authentic documents in . iny possession, it appears, that Mr. Duncan Cameron

.8

adopted every schenie, both-ofallurementand intimidation, to work upen the' minds

of the settlers, for the-purpose of ultimately succeeding in that object for which he -

seems to have “been so skilfully selected. His machinations during the-whole of the
Winter, and the alarms which he created by circulating reports that the Indians meant
to assemble in the Spring to destroy: them, together with -his liberal donations of

- liquor, he succeeded in seducing several of the servants of the settlement to deseit to

him before their contracts of service had expired ; and by the same unjustifiable
means, he persuaded many of the settlers to give him promises to abandon the settle-

ment in the Spring. It would appear, however, that he was apprehensive that those
who remained upinfluenced by his threats or his promises, would not be driven out of -

the settlement without resistance, as hé scems to have considered it of material
Importance to get possession of threc small guns (two and three-pounders,) which
Lord Selkirk had sent out on the first formation of the settlement, and which were' at
that time Jocked up in "the store, and not even mounted. upon their carriages. He
took the opportunity of the absence of Mr=M-Donnell, with most of the” people who
remained faithful to him, and, on the 3d of April, gave an authority, signed * captain

of the voyageur corps,” to'a large party, of the seduced settlers.and servants, together

with some of the free Canadians. to bring away those guns ; -actordingly one party
confined the gentlemen of:the settlement who"were at home, while another broke open
the storehouse, and cairied off the ‘guns to the North-West company’s house.

Cameron, during the transaction, concealing bimself in -the neighboyrhood . with a .

party,of armed men, for the apparent purpose-of supporting, if necessary, the depre-"
dation which he had planned; and, as soon as’the guns were removed from the store,
-he came forward,: and cordially congratulated the people on the success of the
operation.” " Part of the government musquets, issued by the Board of Ordnance, for
the use of the coloby, in consequence of your application to Lord Bathurst of the
10th May 1813, had. been delivered out to the settlers in the Summer of 1814. -
Of these about twenty-five stand were carried off by the settlers who- joined the”

North-- -
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North-West company, and the people stated that they were ordered to_db so by
Cameron. .This person also gave an order in writing, signed D, Cameron, V.C,,
desiring George Sutherland and John M°Kay to deliver up their arms in the Kiug's
name;” and their arms were forcibly taken from these men, as appears by the deposi-
tion on oath of George Sutherland. Thesc were also government muskets.

From this period every sort of violence was committed ofi the servants and settlers
who remained faithful to Mr. M<Donncll; whenever they were met, they were
- assaulted, plundered of their arms, and kept in confinement.  Attacks were made on -
the houses of the settlement by bodies of armed men under the command of the clerks
and agents of .the North-West company ; and during these attacks some of the people
were wounded ; and in defending themselves one gentleman lost the use of: his left
hand, and another was severely wounded in the head by the bursting of a swivel gun,
which was fired n the upper story of the principal house. _The latter gentlen.an has )
since died from the wound in the head ; a party of Cree Indians were brought from==" © <
a distance, and there, seems little doubt that attempts were made to prevail on them
to attack the settlement; indeed the chief of the party confessed tirat they were
brought there for that purpose by the North-West company’s people. The friendly
disposition of the neighbouring tribes, how ever, frustrated those endeavours. * .

Cameron had always pretended, that-his sole object was the enforccment of the
warrant against Mr. M‘Donnell, and as the people became quite dispirited by their
repeated attacks, and being much alarmed by the threats held out by Cawmeron, that ~
they would all be destroyed by the half-breed people, they expressed a strong opinion

, that My, M*Donnell should give himself up, and he was atlast induced to surrender, in
the hope that the remnaat of the settlers would be permitted to remain on their lands. -
But in this expectation he was disappointed ; the vialences were continued ; without
interruption ; the horses belonging to the settlement were either destroyed or taken
away; the cattle were driven away, and some of them killed ; and the pcople who
tried to recover-them were fired at repeatedly by a party of armed men, composed
of free Canadians, and the clerks and servants of the North-West company. 'In .
short, they werc at last ordered by Cameron to leave the country; and they attribute
their personal safety and the security of their property tothe appearance of tivo Indian-
chiefs of the Saultaux tribe, with their young men armed, who came forward with
offers to defend them against the Canadians, and. escorted them about fifty miles down
the river to Lake Winipic. Several of the buildings had been" destroyed during the
disturbances’; and the day after the forcible removal of the settlers, = party of people

-~

3

headed by the clerks and servants of "the North-West company, barnt to the ground - .

all-these that remained, ]

I inclose copies of a few documents, which I have sclected out of a great number
in iy possession, as sufficient €vidence of the facts which I have stated. ~ .

Notwithstanding these disturbances, the people contrived to sow akout forty bushels
of wheat and barley, and to plant about one bundred bushels of potatoes. By a letter
from Mr. M°Leod, a clerk of the Hudson’s Bay company, who had been allowed to
remain with a few men, the crops were remarkably promising as late as the 5th of
August; and according to the returns which had “been obtained -in former years,
of from fifty to sixty for one of grain) and from forty-five to fifty for one of potatoes
sown; they might be expected to produce about two hundred and fifty quarters of the
former, and one hundred tons of the latter. On the 7th of August, the settlers who had -
been forced to remove to the north-end of Lake Winipic, left that place on their -
return to the settlement, to the number of fifty or sixty persons, including women and -

~ children, and-about ninety emigrants, who arrived in the end of August’at York_
. ~Fort, also proceeded to the settiement.” I am apprehensivé that-these people may . ™,
be again disturbed in their peaceable pursuits, and perhaps again'driven from their

houses-and lands, unlcss they are protected by -a regular military force. I believe, .

. from all thé information that has reached me, that a very small military force would
be sufficient for “the purpose. I apprehend more danger from the machinations of
these “ Voyageur Captains,” than from any other'description of people in the coun-
try, if left to their own natural dispositions, Lo -

o In‘telﬁgef:i:e_reéched Canada of the destrirction’ of the colony’ but I'do not think'it ",

.~ possible that any account of the return of the settlers can have been reccived there; -

and in this case, the governor of Canada will probably not think it necessary’to
afford the ‘protection” which he was-instructed to_give by Lord Bathurst last Spring;
- 584. . . N : . = Thave
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/
1 jve thierefore to request, that you will have the goodness. to apply to his I.oxdshlp
to fenew those instructions under the present circumstances of the colony:
. I have the honour to be, &c. 2
- (Signed) - 4. Colzile.

To the Goveroor, Depnty Governor, . .

and Commlttee of the’ ‘Hudson's Bay Company. =

Inclosure To the Servants of -the Honourable Hudsons Bay Company, and those of

- the Settlement of Red River.

(3)

- in athurst” ~

::f ?gggnuary > 1“3’ Lads,

1816. YOU have once already been fully apprised by a gentieman bhere, that in all

our endeavours to bring the prisoner, Mr. Miles M-=Donnell, to justice, the smallest

intention to injure your persons, public or private property, as well as that of your
employers, was never by me in contemplation. As several of you were not then
present, and are probably now deluded by your employers, by advising you to act

- ‘contrary to law, I think it necessary once more for- all to advise you, as a fellow?,
subject, to pay due respect, submission and obedience, to the laws of our blessed -
constitution. “And I further declare, that any person who shall be found in future .

: attempting by any means to rescue aund screen the prisoner from justice, shall be
immediately considered as accomplices in his crimes, and treated accordingly. That
your own good sense and judgment may dictate to you, free of -party spirit, a tmo
sense of the impropriety of violating or acting in direct opposition to your country’s

\ laws, i 15, my lads, the sincere wish: of your well wisher,

(Signed)  D. Cameron, Captain V. ogvenr Corps,

: Red'River, Todian Territory, Commandmg Officer
“ 7th June 1815,
in . Sir, Fork of Red River, 3d Aprnl 1815.
g c(:;‘m As your field pieces have alrcady been employed to disturb the peace .of Hu

Majesty’s loyal subjects in this quarter, and even to stop up the King’s highway,
I have authorized the settlers to take possession of them, to bring them over here,
not with a view to_make -any hostile use of them, but merely to put them out of
harm’s way; therefore I expect that you will not be so wanting to yourselves as to
attempt any useless resxatnnce, as no one wishes you or any of your people any harm,

Iam, &ec.
Mr. Arch* MDonald. (Signed) D Cameron, Captain'V. C .
;ndmre George Sutherland, senior, late settler of Red River, mth that on or about the
L) 4th day of April last, he and James M°Kay, settler, recewed a notc ‘by John

- ~ Matthison, &c. the following of which is a copy :—

“Ido hereby order Jawes M°Kay and Gcorﬂc Sutherland to give up theu'
muskets-in the King's name, -

‘ . S (Slgued) « D, Camc;m, V.C.” =

e

Deponent would not obey the order. Matthison thea wanted to know where
his mushet was; and as deponent had it concealed, he would not tell hiw:-on or
about the 15th da.y of April ldst, a party of late settlers and North-West company’s
servants, ousisting of about thirty men, entered” deponent’s house; fook out his
musket, and gave it to George Campbell ; 4deponent asked it back several times, bat

could not get it. Robert Gun threatened to tie” him doy: ie spot,_until pcople
should relieve bim: George Campbell threatened to lash him’ on one of the_sleds,
and carry him a prisoner to.oue_of the North-West compuny*s .forts, and William
Sutherland presented his gun at him.

Deponent alsoheard the same party ﬂlreatemnc to take off zhiS head, ‘Alexander -
Sutherland’s, and John -Smith’s, if they should see them about Red River store.
Several of the late settlers repeatedly came to deponent’s house with messages-fromn
Mr. Duncan Cameron, that be would still take him with the rest to Canada, if he
would go. ~

On or about the 11th of June last, deponent, Adam Sutherlaad his brpther, and
~ Allan. Smith, ‘went up to-the government-house, and when they retumed ‘home, they;

. a were
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were told by John Smith, settler, -that the rest of the settlers had been taken away by
a party of North-West company’s servants and half bieeds; commanded by Mr.
Lachlan M‘Lean, a clerk in the service of the North-West company, to an encamp-~
ment they had formed at the -Frog Plain. When deponent, his brother, -and
William Smith arrived at their house, they found their baggage packed up; and some
of the North-West company’s servants and half breeds soan afterwards arrived, and
forced them also to go to the encampment of the Frog Plain. The same party took
deponent’s trading gun and- powder horn, which were never returned:” Deponent
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£ had the command, went into the tent where the settlers were, and told them as they
«¥%  were countrymen of his, he would be candid with them in telling them that they (viz.
% the North-West company) were the means of saving them from the half breeds, as it -
&% was quite uncertain but that they would kLill them’in the night, if they remained jin
% their houses any longer. e T

Deponent also saith, that Mr. Alexander M°Donnell sent Mr.-Lachlan M‘Lean
for a piece of ‘paper to write down their names, and'he began at the-fop with “ pri-

N

*% soners of war,” with thejr names annexed ; after this, deponcnt beard-Mr. Alesander
%% M Dongell saying to Mr.Lachlan MLean, in English, to tell the settlers in Gaelic,
'z that it was of no use to conceal any longer what their intentions were, that they would
%" take them prisoners o Canada if they did not consent to go as the others did : depo- _
% nent answered, if he was obliged to go he would rather go as a prisoner, as he knew
%  there was nothing against him.  Deponent always, argued in bebalf of the rest, and

at last he was told by Mr. Alexander M*Donnell, that he was a devil of & brat of 2
boy, and as he was young, what sense had he more than the rest. .

o

He then gave deponent and the rest a fetv minutes to make up their minds what
todo. Deponent then called Allan' Smith out of the tent to comsult with him, but
was soon told by Mr. William Shaw, that Mr. Alexander M<Donnell wanted him.
A man under the name of a constable then clapped his hand on deponent’s shoulder,
and Mr. M*Donnell told him, that he was a prisoner in the King’s name. Deponent
arguing with Mr. M*Donnell, was told by him, if he did not keep quiet, that he would
get him stripped, and would make the people in the camp flog him. Deponent was ~  °

.

-then pot into a separate tent from his friends.
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settlers were. Deponent answered, and wentout. He was repeatedly told by Mr.

Duncan Cameronto be silent, if not that he would be put inirons; ‘afew days aftet,

that, .deponent was removed to a camp where the North-West company bad erected - -
a battery, close to the government house and- Red River settlement. The camp
consisted of about sixty men, North-West cmpany’s sefvants, balf-breeds, and some _
of the late settlers and servants of Red River settlement, under the command of Mr.
Alexander M"Donnell. Deponent then observed two of the colonial field-pieces
placed on the battery. © Deponent heard Mr. Lachlan M°Lean, Donald M<Kinnon

. and others, saying that they would have Captain M Donnell dead or alive.

After deponent'was liberated, he went twice to the North-West company’s fort for. .
s trading gun and his-brother’s.  Mr. Alexander M°Donnell told deponent he was
sueh a good lawyer himself, that he would not get the gun till he tried.it: ' .

Deponent called some of the people around him as witnesses, that his private pros
perty was taken from him by force. - ’ ,

. . .. {(Signed) George Sutherland. ..

Sworn at Winipic settlement, Hudson’s Bay. company oo

', territories, this 11th day of August,-1815, before

RRANE LRy
)

~ - Witnesses, ‘"

~ -(Signed) James White. Surgeon. S A

Toe Jiw P. Bourke. R
My Loxd, T _ Red River Settlemest, 5th.August 1815,
¢ I last ship-time Svas honoured with a letter from your Lordship, covering one

of recommendation in my favour to Thownas Thomas, Esq. for which 1 huinbly beg ¢ o 3

. leavgto return- my sincere thaoks; and I <ertainly feel wnyself bound to act with :g,é waay
. fidelity, not even to the honourable Hudson's Bay company’s concern, but likewise to
+ your Lordship’s. It was my having seen alittle of the intriguing manceuavres of _the

oréh-West company, that.detained' me from going down to_York Jast year.
504 - '

e g v

ekl

N,

Inclosure -

.

Ilast .

declares, that Mr. Alexander McDonn#ll, a_partuer of the North-West company, who . -

Mr. Dancan Cameron arrived at the camp, and inquired where dep;ment: end the . :

Ane o (Signed) o A. M Donald, ., - e .

(8
in Earl Bathurst’s,

el
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I last February was sent by Captain M<Donnell on a mission of peace to a parcel

. of freemen-servants of the North-West company and half-breeds, who were assembled
in arms in the plains -near my wintering post at Turtle River; in place of being
received- peaceably, I was ‘met in a bostile manner by 27 men armed with guns,
spears, and bows and arrows. One of them preseited his gun at me, but another

« hindered him from firing; they took poessession of my sledge and do[fs,' and detained
i

.

-sme among them for six days, when I was released at the request of the Indians. During
my detention I was informed by one of the armed party, that they were determined

- to_ Kill Captain M°Donnell and me likeivise, for fear I should relate any-of their .
proceedings, and then take possession of all your. Lordship’s preperty in Red River;™
this I have more fully explained 'in ‘my deposition-to Captain M‘Doonell. - All. this
must have originated with Duncan Cameron and others of the'Noith-West company;

- and I ain really sorry, that they have by delusive arts so far accomplished their

. design; but 1 hope matters will yet be better. | - ] \

" I think no settler who would see the beautiful appearatce of.the crops at the present
moment, could be prevailed upon to leave the place. As no vestige of a colony
would be alloned to remain, I was by Mr. James Sutherland’s request; left-here in -
the name of the Hudson’s Bay company, to act for it and the Colony, with only three
men to look after the crops. Next day, after our people’s departure from here, there
. came from 40 to 50 men, led-by some of the North-West company’s clerks, and set fire

. toall voar Lordship's houses; they did not even give me time to remove the whole’

of, the'little goods left with me for the Indian‘trade; theycut the walls to the wjnd--
ward whilst the leeward side was in flames, threw out the goodsin the-plains, pillaged
several articles, took all the colony’s liorses and those belonging to-the Hudson’s Bay
company, left at this place, which I next day saw in the North-West company’s fort.
I demandéd the Hudsons Bay company's- horses, but could not 3¢t them. I have
since interrogated some of the half Indians, who said, all that they I done against
the colonysvas at the request of Duncan Cameron and others of the \Worth-West -
company, and that all the horses were ‘\given “to them by Duncan éron and -
Alexander M Donnell, proprietors in the North-West company, with the three men
Jeft._ 7T Have_got the sowings of one.hundred kegs of potatoes, weeded and hoed. .
“They are now busy making hay: Seeing.that the crops would be useless without-a

i house, I have been induced to begin to build one without ordérs from my superiors.

i

I am' now, building a housé 4o féet long, 20 wide, and 16 high. This may be
disapproved of; but to defer it till the arrival of the boats, would be too late for the .
_people who may come up in the fall. i ] : :

: . I have.the honour to be, &c.

The Right Honourable the  ° (Sigued) . .John M-Leod.
., Earl of Selkirk. 3 :

Tnclosure S?r: I S, " Red River Settlément, 5th August 1815. ..
in Earf’gamm.s’ 1 begleave to inclose you a letter I Jast fall received from the Earl-of Setkirk.
of 8th Janvary I intended to have gone down myself to-F, but\Mr. James Sutherland havingrequested .

' 1816. .of me to remain, and not wishing to take any advantage of the times, I complied with .

his request.  Next day after that of the-departure of our people from here, there came
from 40 to 50 men, led by some of the N orﬁ\x—West-company’s clerks, who set fire
_ to all the houses. ' They did ' not even give me time to remove the whole of the little
goods " left with me for the Indian-trade. They cut the walls to windward, whilst
the lee side was in flames, destroyed and plundered the goods, and took all the
company’s and colony’s horses, which I afterwards saw in the French fort. I went
there;  and demanded the company’s _horses, but could not get any of them.

" . A freeman, named.Botins, razed to the ground a new house I built last fal at Turtle

River; I should like to know if any thing will Ue done to him for it.

T last February went to see a stage of mcﬁtXI had, in the plain,” and at the same. .

© 7 time carried with me a letter from éaptain MeDonnell to a parcel of freemen and

servants -of ‘the North-West-company; who nsé‘embled—iu arms; and, in place of
seceiving me peaceably, met me jn a hostile manner, in number 27, men armed with.
guns, spears, and bows and arrows. They took|possession of my sledge and dogs,

. and detained me six days; at the end of which space I was released at the request of -
the Indians, During my detention, I was informed that if they got hold of captain’
M<Doanell they were determined to take -bis lifg,uand likewise to kill .me, for feat
1 should relate.any.of their proceedings, , I have this day demanded of a half Indian
T - , PRI , o s T ot e L, amare‘..
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- maré that T bougbt myself last winter at Turtle River.. He answered, when the
rest of the halt-breeds would give up their horses.he would give up his. Nothing )
will humble them here but a superior-force. Duncan Cameron, when leaving this g
river, came to reprimand me, and ssid, if we dared to offer his people any violence
e would revenge it,on his return in the fall. When he was going, he told all the half-
breeds to- keep thie horses they had takén from English people. All that we have
saved of the crops is in a beautiful state. The three men who were left with me have
got the sowing of 100 kegs of potatoes, weeded and hoed ; ‘and there are the finest "
crops of wheat and barley that evgr I saw. _—

- i
Seeing tbat the grain would be useless without a place to put it into, and that it
would be too late to defer-building till the arrival of the boats, I was induced to begin,
and have got up the beams and posts of a-house 40 feet long, 20 wide and 15 igh.
It is certainly looking too much upon myself to begin this without orders ; but I was
so grieved and afflicted to the heart to see the company's property thrown to the
. .plain, and eaposed to robbers, that I was resolved if I should pay it all myself to
build auother as zood as theirs ; and if they do come to burn it again, while I am

- here, 1 shall certﬁnly bave oue of them. . S - s

3

+ If there were a still here this year, there would be no occasion to bring any bfandy:
to this river. I heard from Brandon House a few days ago, they werc not molested

there. | . . - . . .
A French canoe arrived_ here 14 days ago, with liquor and tobacco, which they -
- . - e - . . [
. immediately sent to River qui Appelle.  Grant is now | - Martin; be was

the first man who set fire to our houses. A supply of liquor is wanted very
much for Brandon House, to make provisions for the boats. .
. - 1 remain, &c.

*"Tho* Thomas, Esq. S (Signed)  * John MLend.
The Compfair;t and Information of Mr. Alexander MLean, I
- ; - nelosure

Who saith, that on Wednesday the 7th instant, about 4 o'clock ». a. as deponent, . (8 .
was taking a ride on horseback, accompanied by Mr. John M:Leod and Duncan ;’}E&’lﬁggb"m” y
M<Naughton, when nearly opposite, the Frog Plain, he observed a number of people. 13,6, =
approaching Duncan Mac Naughton, and calling stop, stop. * At this time, deponent =
heard the party give the war-whoop, and saw the said Duncan M*Naughton flying,
and the party pursuing him, when several shots were: fired. at him. As- the. said

- Duncan M*Naughton came up to deponent, scveral shots were, fired, some of which
fell close to-deponent. : S \ Co
< 3 . - (Signed) 4. M<Lean.
Sworn’at Red River Settlement, this - - - ) C .
_8th day of June 1815, before ' T S B

S 1. (Sigued). . Miles MDomnell. . T

“—

Mr. Alexander M<Lean, late setler, Red River, saith, that Mr. Duncan Cameron g, 10ure
told hitm, that any of the settlers who'would go to Canada should have from'the’ (9)
North-West company, 200 acres of land,. 12 ‘months brovisionskgratis, and a free e
passage. Mr. Alexander M°Lean was also told, by the"said Mr. Duncan Cameron, .

'that be would pledge “the word of ‘the Noith-West company for ‘the fulfilment. . o
Mr. McLean also.deposes, that he himself has at different times, beeu solicited by ;
‘Mr. Duncan Cameron, Mr. J. Dugald Cameron, partners of the North-West com- -/ .
pany, to leavé the Red River settlement, and as an enticement for him to-do so, was . -
offered between £.700 and £.800 sterling ; besides, they promised that he should
be placed in an independent situation. .Mr. Duacan Cameron also promised
Mr. M<Lean £:200, out of his own pocket, and his servants wages to be paid for -
three years. ~Mr. J. Dugald Cameron told Mr. M-Lean, that ways and means were' . ' ° |
taken for the destruction. of the colony in less than two years.. " ‘ '

- Mr. MLean further deposes, that on or.about Thursday the 22d day of June last, y .

,a party of half-breeds entered his house, ‘and what they said was interpretéd to him =~ o
. by Sally Fidler. That he, with his wife and family, must leave his house, orelse jt© "= . -

. would be set on fire about theit- heads. - * The next day, Mr. M Lean removed tothe: -
;0 584. : 1 ~ 0 : L government
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. government house, with the greater part of his property; and on Saturday following;
: " he had the misfortune.to sco their threats accomplished, by his house being burnt ta
the ground. . - ) . . (Signed) A, M°Lean.

Sworn at Winnipic scttlement, ] S
H. B. co's territorics, this 5th (Signed)  Archibald M Donald.
. day of August, before me, I . -
N . Witaesses,  (Signed)  C. Robertson, -
T ) James ¥ hite, Surgeon.

Inclusure L The Coinplaint and Information of Duncan MNaughton. -

o) . - - . - A '
n Furl(B::llulrsl'sh Who snith, that on Wednesday the 7th instant, about four o'clock r. »t. as depo-

of sth Jaguny  nent was taking-a ride on horscback, nccompanied by Mr. Alexander MfLean and
1816, John-M¢Leod, when nearly opposite. the Frog Plain, he went before the aforesaid
persons, and observing tne cattle “belonging to'the said Alexander M*Lean, he
approached towards them with the intention to drive them home, but was pursued
by u great number,or people crying stop, stop.  As the party came near deponent,
he ashed it they were going to keep the cattle.  The replied, oui, oui, yes, yes.
Deponent then hearing them give the war-whoop, fled as quick as poisible, when.
a great number of shots were fired at hiw, and some fell close to him.. . . .
- : (Signed)  Duncan M- Naughton.
T - Sworn at Red River scttlement, the . - : B o
' 9th day of June 1815; before ] . :
L (Signed)”  Miles 31 Donncll.

o

.
S

Inclosure - P - The Comblaint: and Information of Mr.'J ohn M<Leod. ‘

(1) Deponent deelares, that on Wednesday the 7th instant, about four o'clock p.r. as
: he was taking n'1ide on horseback, nccompanied by Mr. Alexander M°Lean and
Duncan M‘Naughton, when nearly opposite the Frog Plain, he observed a large-

party of people ; heard them give the war-whoop ; then deponent saw the said Duncan -~
* © : MNaughton flying, and the_party pursuing, when a number of shots were fired

: (Signed) . John M‘Leod.

" at him. % .
Sworn at Red River settlement, this Sth
) ' dayof June, 1815, before ’
T - : © - (Signed) - Miles M<Donnell. . .- 7.

Y

Inclosure The Complnix;t and Information of Mr. John Warren, Overscer. ° g

2. . . )

L) Who saith, that on the ‘19th of March last, when on his way fram Fort Daer to.
Turtle River, accompanicd by James McIntosh, Patt Quin, and James Barr, con-
tructed servants of the Hudson's Bay comphny, he was attacked by a party of the late
settlers bere, North-West company’s servants and Canadian freemen, headed by, Mr.

" Cuthbert Grant, a clerk in the North-West company's service, all armed, amounting
"to.about 27.persons, as deponent deposes.  Deponcut observing the party, struck off
tlre cdmunon tract, and immediately they guve the war-whoop. As Mr. Cuthbert Grant
was approuching deponent, he was told by him at his petil to come no nearer. Mr.
* €. Graut called deponent a damned rascal, madg the party surround him, and told_
$ deponent to give himself up, which he 1efused to do. Then thé party levelled their
pieces:at deponent.  Deponent, after keeping the party offa’ cansiderable tine, ‘was
ut lust, with theaforesaid J. M<Intosh, Patt Quin, and James Barr, seized, disarmed_
amd carried a prisoncr to the North-West company® fort at Pembina. )
‘ ' s T . (Signed) . Jokn Warren. -
g Sworn at Red River scttlement; the §th o o :
. day of June 18135, before ‘ x " ‘ .
© (Signedy  AMiles 3 Dovnell.

“piclosore  + Alexander Sutherland, late settler of Red River settlement, saith, that on or about
G the ‘t5th day of April Jast, a number of the late settiérs and servants of the North-
. West compuny, amounting to about 30 persons, arrived at deponent's house, and-
- demanded his mushet, which he would not give.  Deponent then saw Hugh Banner-
. _ max giving George. Sutherland’s musket, to William Sutherland, which he took with:
: - han.  George Sutherland repeatedly asked it back, but to no purpose. Deponent. .
_ 7 . durtber declases; that the same party Yhreatened, that if they saw him nesr the Red;
‘ S A ) e T Rwer'
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RED RIVER SETTLEMENT: . st

p River store, that he would be the very first man that they would level at. Deponent

saw Geoge Sutherland following the party up the river, and he soon returned without
his musket. Deponent also declares, thaton orabout the s1th day of June last, Mr.
Lachlan M<Lean, &lerk in the service of the North-West company, came to deponent’s,
house with a party of about 15 men, North-West company’s servants and half-breeds,
and requested that deponent and the rest. of the settlers should Immediately leave
their houscs, and go dowa with them to the Frog Plain, as to-morrow they intended to
smash Captain M*Donnell’s house down to the ground, because he was not giving
himself up. Deponent was deprived of his gun by them, and he and the other settlers
were taken down, to_the cump at the Frog Plaii. Deponent afterwars!s returned
with a cart for his baggage, escorted by one of the NorthWest company's servants ;
and as deponent was returning before the man, so as to reach the house before him,’

the said North-West company'’s servant uncovercd his gun, and presented it at de-.

ponent. After deponent returned to the encampment, Mr. Alexander M<Donnell-of
the North-West company, who had the command, got a'piece-of paper, and wrote
down deponent’s name and the other settlers. He then gave deponent and the rest
their choice cither to go as freemen to Canada, as the others were going, or to go as

risoners. ~Deponeut said he' would rather g0 as a prisoner than in ‘any other way.

Ir. Duncan Camcron ariived at the camp, and abused deponent and the rest of the
scttlers, saying that bic would see the whole of themn hung yet for their conduct; and then

ordered Adam Sutherland into confinement, Depom?xit declares that he saw two of
the colonial artillery placed on the battery at the Frog Plain. his ~
S (Marked) | Aler. X Sutherland,
mark.

-Sworn at Winuipic settlement, Hudson’s Bay company's
" territory, this 11thrday of August.1815, before
. . (Signed) © Arch® 31¢Donald.
R ‘o [James White, Suraeon.
Witnesses, (Signed) . P. Bourke, °

- ~

Having received a wound in the leg from a ball fired by some one .of North-West
company’s servants, or freemen, and being in consequence-ynable to praceed . on the
Journey to York factory, I was left at the colonial establishnient Red River, and ‘on
the 29th day of June last, when sitting on the bank -of the river, in front of the
government house of the Red River colony, I 'saw two canoes manned with about 20

Inclosure

(14)
in Earl Bathurst's,
of $th January
1816.

.Imen, passing up the Red River. When these canoes came opposite the government

buildings, which had that day been set on fire by the North-West company’s servaats,
freemen, and ‘others, and were then in flames, Mr. Duncan ngeron,‘ who was in
one of he canoes, seeing the government house, farm house, and other buildings,
burning, took off his hat, waved it over his ea , and gave’repeated huzzas. A per-
son in the other canae, Wwho'I think was Mr. Alexander M<Kenzie, an agent of the
North-West company, also took off his hat and huzzaed., | o .
,"Sworn before me, at Lyrk River district, * (Signed) Frangois Mangunier.”
Hudson’s Bay, 24th July 18135, L L
S (Signed) . ThomasThomas.

-

The Complaint and Information of. Duncan Me ‘]jouald, contracted Servant. . "

'

" Who saith, that on the night of the 1st of April lasg, as he was proceeding from |

-

Fort Daer here, in company with James MeIntosh, when opposite the Narth-West
<company’s fort, at the forks of Red River, Mr. Duncan Cameron, at the head of a

Inclosure '

(15.)

party of armed men, accosted deponent and the said Jimes M*Intosh, and wished" -

them to go in"and get a dram; deponent refused, telling him it was late, and that he .
.wished to get liome as soon as he could. But on Mr. Duncan Cameion spying he -
would not keep them long, they then consented to go in; when deponent wentin, -
the said Mr. Duncan Cameron asked him, if he hoew this man, viz. Bouché; deponent -

eplied he did ; then. Mr. Duncan Cameron told deponent, as he hud been saying to-

- Bouché, that Captain M¢ Donnell was right, and knew what.he was doing, he wounld

keep him till he changed his opinion, and that he would let both Captain Mc Donnell
and bim know, that they were wrong,. Ou the afternoon of Monday the-3d follow=

_.ing, the said Mr. Duncan Cameron told -deponent and the said James Me Intosh, that

(Signed)  * Duncan M<Donnell, -
", Sworn.at Red River Settlement, - s . o

— 27tk day of May 1815.

f . (Signed) | Miles M: Donnell,
. 584. ) :. "" u o ‘ -"
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Iiclorure * © "The Complaint and Information of John Scarth, contracted Servant. . o
m mﬂ( E’Jﬂ,",s}s, " Who saith, that on Thursddy the 25th instant, about g o'clock AL, whén aboue

of $th January  half-way between this place and the North-West company’s fort, at the forks of Red
18.6. River, deponent fell in with a large party of the late setilers here and Nosth-West .
; company’s servants, consisting of -about 34 persons all’ armed, with muskets and
. bavonets; Hector M< Donald, late settler; being one of the party, laid hold of depo-
nent, aud told him that he would carry him a prisener to Mr. Duncan Cameron 3
deponent told. the said Hector M® Donald, that he had no -business with_ him, and
to let him alone. | The said Hector M*Donald, however, persisted’ i carrying
deponent to the said Mr. Duncan Cameion, and being aided by the rest, forced himx
.to the North-West compapy’s fort. . .
] (Signed) © - Jokn Scarth.
.Sworn at Red River Settlement, the 25th .
day of May 1815, before me, ’ -
B . (Signed) Miles A1 Donnell. ;

o

Inclosure . The Complaint and Information of James McIntosh, contracted Servant.

S Deponent declares, that on the night of the 1st of April last, as he was proceeding

from Fort Daer here, in company.with Duncan M*Donald, when opposite the North-
West company's fort at the forks of Red River, he' was accosted by Mr. Duncan’
.Cameron at the head of a-party of armed men, who several times asked deponent to'
go.in"to get a-dram, which they rvefused: but on Mr. Duncan Cameron telling them
that he would not keep them long, {hey consented. After they entered the fort,
some words tooh place between the said Duncan M<Donald and a Canadian, wher
Duncan M<Donald told the Canadian that captain M*Donnell was right, and knew
best what he was doing: Deponent heard Mr. Duncan Cameron tell Duncan
McDonald, that if that was his opinion he would keep him till he changed it, and he
would let both Wiin and captain MfDonnell know that they were wrong. Deponent
i . Duncan Cameros, he hoped he would not keep him, to which Mr.
Duncan Cagheron replied, that he would keep both of them. _-Deponent then asked
Camerom, for what reason he detained him: Mr. Duncan Cameron®
, answered, that he knew best himself. On Monday the 3d, followiné, the said Duncan
. Cameron told deponent and the said Duncan M*Donald, that they were at liberty.

‘ : : *(Signed) James M-Intosh.

Red River-Settlement. Sworn before-
-me, this 15th day of May, 1815, .
: (Signed) . “Ahles M Donncll. _

Inclosure " Ioformation and Complaint of Mr. James White.

S " “Who declares, that on the night of Wednesday the 5th April instant, about 8 P. a.

a number of settlers and“servants of the Noith-West'company, well armed, amount-

B .- ing to about fitty, as deponent suppuses, made their appearance before our- windows
' and door, when George Campbell, a settler in this colony, locked through a small pane *.
.of glass in one of the windows; and cailed for Mr. M<Donald, wishing him at the same

time to go'out to the door, and speak to him, which Mr. M<Donald refused.: George

v © Campbell then said, that we want _you to give up Donald M<Kinnan, but Mr.

) M<Donald told him that he would not: George Campbell then replied, if you do not,

@ve up-Donald "MKinnan, we shall - break open your doors:. Mr. M<Donald told

* him to take care what he was about, and at his peril to doit; Mr. M°Lean “then:

went to ope of the windows, and deponent heard him tell George Campbell to speak

_ with 1eason, and that he:would be heard, when'Cuthbert Grant reptied * noreason

Jhere” - Deponent thes *heard some of them threatening to break open-the windows; ;.

they instautly broke open the outer door and the mess-rsom door, in which Messrs. .

’ . Archibald 'M<Donald;: Alexander M-Lean, deponent and prisoner, were. George’
- Campbell, Cuthbert Grant and Will Shaw, were the first who made théir appearance,’
.. “tollowed by a great number. of people. Insucha crowd,’it ivas impossible for depo-

" nent to recognize every one; however, he observed Robert Gun and John Basset, .

- settlers, ~and- Pcter Pangman, -Bostonois and Botch& servants‘of the North-West:
«company ; Cathbert Grant bad no sooner entered®fic reom, than deponent heard

.« ‘him ask Mr. MtDorald where'was his warraat for apprehending Donald M*Kinnan 3
Mr. MDonald refused to show the warrant, . and . takifig up- M°Kinnan’s. contract,

“suid, that that of itself was a sufficicnt warrant fop dpprehending -him. Cuémbext

- : Lo, C o rant

.
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Grant in a furious manner answered, * damn your contract:” deponent told Cuth-
bert Grant that Donald MSKinnan was a contracted servant, and that he had no
business with hint : the said Cuthbert Graut even threatened to carry off deponent as
a prisoner.  George Campbell then  addressed Mrs MDonald, baving a cocked ) .
pistol in his hand, and My M<Donald twice told .hlm to take care what he was
about, when the said George Campbell half-cocked it. In the course of conversation
which passed between Mr. MDonald and Mr. M-Lean, and* George Campbeil,
deponent heard the said Georgc,Caxppbell speak dlsrespectfu'lly of Mrs. McLezn, in
a very angry tone of voice ; some of them then took hold of the prisoner, and pushed
him out at the door; "as they were going away, deponent heard Mr. M<Lean telling

* Bostonois that he would call on him heiealter as a witness: George Campbell, -
Cuthbert Grant, and Will Shaw, as they were-going away, turned round and said )

- that they supposed we -hnew their names. After they reached the river, deponent ° ]

heard a number of shots, by way of eaultation, as he supposes, for what they had
done. As some of themn were apparently intoxicated, viz. George Campbell, Cuth-
bert Grant, and William Shaw, and from the ferocious aspect of the whole of them,
déponent had every reason to think that his life wis in the most imminent danger.

R

A% .
A N

5,

T e f

On Thursday the Gth instant, Mr. Bourke and deponent had some conversation *
with Heyman Sutherland, settler’; ‘when 'deponent interrogated him by what au- R
thority he broke intd our house, he replied that Captain Cameron gave George . ’

-

Campbell @ warrant to do so. -

\ - oL : (Signed) James Wiile. .
Swoin beforc me at Red River scttlement, C o o
_ this Sth day of April 1815, .
A < (Signed, Bliles 2L Donnell.
The Complaint and Information of Pat C}abby, Herd. ' ) Tnclosure

Who saith, that on Wednesday the 7th jnstant, about 5 o'clock p. ar. having . (19) hurst
learnt that the cattle, viz. three cows and two bulls, Wwere down at the Frog Plain; o gﬁflﬁﬁ;;;s‘ >
. deponent went with the intention to biing them home.  As deponent approached the 1816,
encampment of the Canadian freemen and North-West company’s servants, he was -
" accosted by Mr. Alexander M*Donncll, North-West company, who said he supposed
that deponent was come for the -cattle; depoment replicd, that he was. Then
Mr. Alexander M®Donncll-and Mr. Lachlan MLean spoke’to some of the half- -
blooded Indians, who said, they did not care a damn for captain’ M*Donuell, or any
other person.  The said Mr. Alexander M*Donnell then told deponent, that if he
sent duwn some tobacco the cows would be given up to-morrow .morning. When -
at the cncampment, deponent saw the flesh and hide of one of the'bulls, which he
learnt bad been killed. Mr. Will Shaw, a clerk in the service of the North-West

company, was scen by deponent amongst the party.

his -
-~ Sworn-at Red River settlement, this . "Pat ¥4 Clabby,
8th day of June 1815, before:me, ] maik.
.. - (Sigued)s  Miles AL Donnell.

‘

The Complaint and Information of Michael Kilbride, contracted 'Sepvaxmt. - Inclastie

Deponent declares, that on Monday the 3d April instant, about one o'clock, . . (20

George Campbcell entered the servant’s house, and told him that they were going to
take away the field-pieces. Deponent told the said George Campbell that that was
a bad business; Campbell replied, that they could.not™help it, as it~was captain

. Cameron’'s orders, that the field-picces should be taken to his fort till the settlers leit
this country ; and the said George Campbell at the same time showed deponent

.a pair of pocket pistols, which he’ thinks was done with the intention. of frightening -
him. Deponent went up to inform Mr. Bourke, but-could not find him. . He then - ,
saw the artillery on horse sled, Gcorse Banuerman ttking hold of a small howitzer, . -
and Robert Gun standing opposite the door of one of the store-houses, with a gan

. across his Breast, which he fued as soon as the artillery were drawn away.

& -

Immediately, Mr. Duncan_Cameron, with-a gun in his hand, was seen coming

out of the wonds, at the head Of a party of armed men. When he came to the

settlers, deponent saw_him shake bands with them, and heard’ him exclaim, * well

dene, my hearty fellows!” and ask thew, if there were any more.  Michael Kilbride . ‘
5%4. - . o ) o . also -7
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also deposes, that he saw John Early with Mr. Cameron’s party, and Donald
M<Kinnan, John Murray and others, guarding the outer door™of the government
" building, during the time the settlers were carrying away the \ﬁeld-p]ie‘ccs.
' s
Sworn at Red River settlement, this - (Signed) . Michael ¥ Kilbride,
25th day of April 1815, before T ) mark.
. . "(Sigued) = Ales M*Donnell.

Inclosure R "The Complaint and Information of Patrick M°Nolty, Settler. .

_ . G .Deponent declares, that on Saturday the 1st-of April last, about night fall, as he
in Barl Bathursts, was-on his way from Fort Daer here, when opposite the North-West company’s fort
18 6. MY at the forks of Red River, Mr. Duncan.Cameron, at the head of a party of armed
men; stopped deponent and told him,- that as he had been in arms against him, he
would now take possession of him. Depounent was then taken into the fort by the
said Duncan Cameron, and on the aiternoon of Monday the 3d following was set at

liberty. - : S (Signed)  Pasrick M Nelty.

’ Sworn at Red River settiement, . - .

- this 15th day-of May 18135, before me, g
(Signed)  Miles M Donnell.

-

-

. No. 7. ‘ Copy of a Dispatch from Lieut. General Sir Gordon DPrungmond, G.C.B. to
the Earl Bathurst; dated 21st April 1816.
w - My Lord, - Castle.of St. Lewis, Quebce, 215t Apiil 1816.

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of vour Lordship’s dispatch of
. the 3d of January, respecting the disscntions and mutual outrages of the servants of
the North-West and Hudson's Bay companies, in the remote parts of his Majesty’s . .
North. American dominions; and, in compliance with your -Lordship’s directions,
. + T shall ‘not fail to impress on those companies,. in such a manner &s I have no doubt
./ will have its due effect on their conduct, the necessity of abstaining from a repetition
" of those violences which have latterly becn so frequent a cause of complaint; and I,
shall convey to them the determination of His Majesty’s government, to punish with
the utmost severity any person who may be found to bave caused or instigated such
proceedings in future. I have the honour to be, &c. ,
- " “The Right Hon. the Ear} Bathurst, (Sigoed) -~ Gordon Drumniond.
&c. &c. &c. . ‘ -

A\ Y e

()

/];To_ 3. . Copy ‘of a Dispatch from Liéut. General Sir John C. Sherbrooke, G.C.B. to .
' the Earl Bathurst, K. G.; dated Quebec, 24th August 1816.

> My Lord, . Castle of St. Louis, Quebec, 24th Augost 1816.
. INMEDIATELY on my arrival here, I received information of certain violences
. committed in the Indian.country by the agents or partizans of the Hudson’s Bay and
~North-West companies ; and as I could not but see that it was utterly impracticable
to check these outrages, at the distance of two thousand miles in the wilderness, by , .
. any exertion of the military means placed at my disposal, I could:only refer the

. - wietter to the executive council, and, by their advice, I issued a proclamation, calling
on both parties to respect the laws and abstain from such acts of violence in future.
. - It'is with the deepest regret I have now to inform your Lérdship, that, even before

my arrival, a serious affray had already taken place in the:ngighbouthuod of .the Red
t River, in which several lives lhave been lost: Of this affair the details have only lately
rcached me in the lctters from, the Earl of Selkirk, -and from one ‘of the partners of "~

.the North-West company,.ofjwhich I have the honour to inclose your Lordship copies.”

v, T feel it to be quite impo{:liblc for me to apply any remedy to the evil, and all that™,
remains for me is to apprize your Lordship of -the event that has taken place, and to
submit, whether it might not be expedient to send out commissioners in the Spring to

_ Investigate the claims, and adjust the quarrels of the contending parties; or whether
it 15 more advisable to Jcave them to the decision of a court of law, before which

” the subject is; I understand, now peuding. I
] - 1 have the honour to be, &c. - ,
- - The Right Hon.'the Earl Bathurst, (Signed) .~ J. C. Sherbreoke., .

-

&c. &c. &c. «
) W T B Sir, -

L sl
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Sir, - * Sault, St. Mary, 2g9th July 1816.

I had the honour of addressing your Excellency, on the. 17th of June, before
setting out from M‘ontn;eal, and E.lso frqu} Kingston on the 24th. Referring to tpcse
letters, I beg leave to add, that in a visit to Drummond’s. Island lately, I obtained

_a more important and decisive confirmation of the evxdpnce already laid before your
Excellency, viz. the direct testimony of Catawabite, an Indian chief of considerable
. note from the Fond du Lac, who states, that early in Spring last year, a proposition
was made to him by a partner of the North-West company, that he should lead cut
his band to make war-against.the Hudson’s Bay company, and the settlers on Red
River ;- tha this proposition was made expressly on.behalf of the North-West com-
= * pany, and for the avowed purpose of promoting their interests; and that-as a reward
for the service required,-all the goods then in three different posts of the,company
were offered, aw offer which this Indian had the firmness to'reject. This Spring a
reward was again offered to him by another partner of the-North-West company, on
condition of his .interéepting a messenger, then on his way to Red River on my
account, and robbing him of his letters. This robbery was afterwards effected
throngh other hands. , - . '
The testimony of this Indian was given in the most solemn nianner, in full coancil,
before Colonel Maule and all the officers of the Indian department. I undeistand,
that the minutes'of what passed have been transmitted to your Excellency; and I
flatter myself; that they will appear to you to deserve the particular attention of His
Majesty’s government. ’ - A
It is with feelings of most anxious concern, .that T have to add the information
recently received heie, of the success which has this season attendéd the unprincipled
machinations of the Noith-West company, who have again effected the destruction
of the settlement on Red River, with the massacre of about twenty of the settlers
and servants of the Hudson's Bay company; among whomt I lament to say was !
Mr. Semple, lately appointed governor.in chief of the territories and establishments
of the company. The circumstances attending this catastrophe, and those which
immediately led to it, have as yet reached me only in a very imperfect manner, ahd

» through channels which cannot be fully depended upon. 1 have no doubt, that the
North-West company are jn possession of .more accurate information; , but the
interest which they have to misrepresent the facts, must be too evident to require any
comment. Of this [ am confident, that Mr. Semple was not a maa likely toactina -
violent or illegal manner, so as to give any just ground for such an attack as appears

. .10 have been made. o o .

*"%I trust, that in the course of -a few days I may obtain more complete information *
on' this subject at Fort William, where there are now assembled many persons who
must have direct knowledge of the facts, and on whom 1 propose, as a magistrate,
to call for information, o TR -

In the'delicate situation in which I stand as a party.interested, I could have wished’ .

that §omp' other magig ate should have undertaken the investigation. In this view I,
have applied to two kety respectable gentlemen in this neighbourhood, who are
qualified as magistrates for the western'district of Upper Canada, and the only per-
sons so qualified, who could be expected to go such a distance. Both of them, hows.

ever, have avocations whi¢h render,it impossible foa them,to comply with ny request,_

1 am, therefore, reduced to the alternative of acting alone, or of allowing an adda-
cious crime to pass unpunished. In thesc ciicumstances I cannot doubt, that it is
my duty to act, though I am not without apprehension,, that the law may be openly
resisted, by a set of people who have been accustomed to consider force as the only

true criterion of right. 1 have the honour to be, &c.
Lieut. General Sir John C. Sherbrooke, " . (Signed)  Selkirk. ~
) - &e. &c. &, ' o '
Sir, - Montrea], 17th August 1816.

T bave the honour of informing your Excellency, that' i the afternoon of Thurs- °
day, a letter was received from Mr. M*Gillivray, dated at Fort William, Lake Superior,
17th July, which came too late to admit of communicating 'its substance to your
Excellency by the post of that day, and.yesterday there was none from hence. 1t is)
with much concern I have to mention, that blood has been shed at the Red River, /.
to an extent gieatly to be deplored ;. but it is consolatory to those interested in the|
North-West company to find, that none of their traders or people were concex'ped,i
aor at the time within a hundred miles of the scenc of contest.
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~  Your Excellency has been informed, that one Colin Robertson with a strong party

¢

_~ The inclosed

of men in the service of the Earl of Sclkivk, and the Hudsons Bay company, i
March last, surprised and captured one Duncan Cameron, with the people and pro-
pertv of the North-West company, at some of. their posts on 'the Lower Red River;
+ aud it now appears from the above suid, letter, that oi the opening of  the navigation -
this Spiing, the said Colin Robertson and a party carvied off the said Cameron and
“all the furs of the North-West compuny collected at those posts, with which they

* proceeded to Hudson’s Bay.  The posts they previously destroyed. N

:

Sometime afterwads, viz. in June, a party of Indians and bali-breeds coming from
the upper part of the Red River, with horscs aud provisions, in order to meet the
North-\Vest canoes expeeted from the interior, made a circuit vound the Hudson's.
Bay -company’s post, ut the lower part of the Red River, 10 avoid it and halteyd about
two miles below to cucrnp 3 when being observed by M Sewple, who styled him-
self wovernor general ol that company's cstnl)hshmcm* e ordered his people to arm
and tollow him.  They aceordingly murched out with a picee of cannon, and directed
their 1oute towards the Indin encampwent. “Oun observing this, the Indians seat one
of thewr pumber on horsebuek to meet this party, agd to C\plam that they came witl{
no evil intentions, and without other object than to micet the North-West canoes with
provisions, x\nt\\ulhtanduw this assurance, Me, Semple laid hold of” the messen-
ger's horse by the buidle, took from him his Tusce, and ordeted the party to take him
prisoner, The Indian thiew himself from his horse, and succceding in disengaging
himselt; ran off to join his companions 3 Semple olducd him to be fired at, \\hlch
" they repeatdly did. By ties tme the other. lmh.ms cuine up, when one of thew being
wonnded m the neck bv a buidet, lhcv retuined the fire, and 1ushine in upon 2 \lx‘.
= Semple’N party, put the whole, consisting of about twenty, with himsclt 1 death,
eveept aue who was \soundgd and cstup;.d in the cart \\luch carried thm runmnu-
nition. .-

The Tndians had one Killed and one wounded, and immediately went to the huts
of the settlen, whom they ordered to quit the country, and never more to set foot in
it at the peril of their lives.  They gave permission to the settlers to cmry off their
private etlects, but vetained what belou"t.d to the ' governor and Hudson's Bay ‘com-
pany, whic h they divided.

The ~ettlers alad tofind themscles treated with such uno\p..ctcd modcmtlon after
so fatal u contlict, moved off in boats to-go to Hudson’s Bay, in all about 150
souls, ‘

A Miles M Doonell, with some canoces of Lord Selkirl” s, who went from ’\fon-
treal carly in-the sdason, being intormed of these -proceedings, veturned_ from the
entrance of Luke ()mmpwnc, uml came back to St. Mary's, w here they met i Lord-
ship with the discharged men of the Mcuron regiment, enzaged by b, and the whole”
rematied there wt the time ofthe last accounts. * What his Lonixlup > ultcmm mtw-
tions way bey, I Anow not.
he fate of the dccc.\sed is to be lamented, althoush brought on by a violence and
yrudence reconcileable only to madness or infatuation's but it1s satisfuctory to con- -
‘1. that nustep i the power of your Excellency or predecessors, could have bien
n this season in tiwe 10 have prevented what bas happcned '
think it my duty to put your Excellency in possession of this information,

1 have the honour to be, &e. .
me E\'ccllcnc_\‘ .. (Signed)  « o Juhn Richardson.
C. Sherbrooke, &c. &e &e. / o

Al

« Copv of a th.m:h trom Lxmt_ Genaal Sir John C. \l\cx brooke, G C. B.
the Earl Bathur st K.G.; duted'Quebee, 23d October 1816 —Loar
Iicloswes.

. My Lord.
It is with much regret that T have to report to your Lordship, a continuance of
those unhapp dxa.scnnons between the Hudson’s Bay and Nurth-W est compunies,
Which formed the subject of my dispatch tosyour Londs ip, No. 21, of the 2qth of

Avgust. 7 o .
opy of a memoral” prc~entz.d to mc” on-behalf of the Noith- Wbr.
T your Lod:..xp gl the w trest and Imprisonment of the principal
p\utncxs

i ’h

i+ ‘Quebec, 23d October 1816

compray, wil inf
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- pan of that body by the Earl of Selkirk, and of the occupation of Fort William,
‘(’&rg'e;inf:ipal mdmgyestablishment) by his Lordship, and the copy-of-his letter to
me of the 3dof September, will also show your Lordship his further views, and the
course heintended to pursue. : - R -

“The memorial of the Nérth-West company, though drawn, as was to be expected,
with the colouring of prejudice and interest, contained a statement of facts which
demanded attention.” I therefore immediately submitted it to the executive council,
wham I called upon to advise-me as to the best method of restoring tranquillity to the
Indian country, and checking the further outrages of both parties.- . C -

The acts of the Earl of Selkirk, which' the council had immediately before them,
Iaving been dene under colour and by process of law, asa magistrate for the Westgrn
district of Upper Canada ; and the whole nmgistracy of the Indian territory beiug
formed exclusively of the partner's agents; or paitizans of the contendiny companics,

\

jt was evidént that both parties would proceed to use theit authority as magistrates,

in acts of retaliation and annoyance to'cach other. To deprive them therefore of

' this authority, was the first step to be taken for the restoration of harmony, and this \

was recomuended by the council. o o .
~ But cvils equally great, were to be expected to ensue from leaving that territory
entirely without wagistrates ; and the proposed measure would moreover hnveb:aen
ineffectual, without alse depriving both parties of the authority they possessed at Fort
William, in the Western district of Upper Canada, by being magistrates for that

1

district; and this act of power could only be exercised by the government of Upper

\ t
v

Cunada.  The council, therefore, further recommended, that after superseding the®

commissions of all the justices of the peace for the Indian territory, I should appoint |
two persons of influence and impartiality to be sole magjstrates of that territory, and !

to proceed thither to exercise their functions, and with further powers, as commis-
sioners of inquiry, to -mediate between the two companies. .But the council also
* recommended that neither the supersedens nor the new commission should take effect.
unless on a clear understanding with_ the government of Upper Canada; that the
commissions granted ta Lord Selkirk and the members and servaots of thé Hudson's

-

Bay and North-West companies, as magistrates for the Western district of: Upper

Canada, shiould be revoked ; and- that the two flew magistrates to be appointed by
me should be made justices of the peace for that district. - '
- Finding it very difficult, from the extensive influence and connections of the North-
West'company, to select here two persons impartial enough t6 be intrusted with the

proposed mission to the Indian territory, I referred the matter by a letter, of which .
., Linclose your Lordship a copyy to Lieutenant Governor Gare, and his answer, of-

which I also add a copy; wiil show your Lordship, that he has found the same difi—
culty of choice, and that consequently I have been unable to carry through the
measure which the council recominended, and which was indecd the only expedient
that could be devised for giving peace to the country. .

In such a deplorable state of things, however painful it is to me to witness pro-
ceedings so much to be deprecated, I can do no more; my- authority is of no avail

., Over persons at a distance of four thousand miles from we, in a wild and lavwless
" country, at all times difficult to peaetrate, and at this advanced season, almost inac-
cessible ;-and while T beg leave to call your Lordship’s serious attention to the
-forcible, and- I fear too just description, given by the Earl of Selkirk, of the state of
‘'the Red River territory; I leave your Lordship to judge, whether a banditti, such as
he describes, will yield to the infiuence, or be intimidated by the menaces of distant
authority. . I have the honour to be, &c. ‘ .
' The Right. Honourable " (Signed) J. C. Sherbrooke.

. The Earl Bathurst, &c. &c. & - ’ ’ ’

"

To his Excellency Sir John Cope Shex;\bropke, G.C.B. Captain General

.~ and Governor in Chief, in and.over thie Provinces of Lower Canada, '

. Upper Canada, &c. &c. &c.
The Memorial and Representation of Jobn Richardson, of Montreal, Merchant,
one of the Partners of the North-West Company, for and . on “behalf of the
, said Company. . ‘ .
S Most respectfully sheweth, ~ =~ - - o
- . That on the 13th day of August, William M'Gillivray, Esq: the senior agent
and partner of the said company, then at the chief post or establishment thefeof:
. 584 - T ] . " upon
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upon Lake Superior, <ommonly calied Fort William ; Kenneth. M*Kenzie, the other
agent and partner there present; Danicl M Kenzie, Simon. Fraser, Hugh M°Gillis,
John M<Donald, John M‘Laughlin, and Allan M‘Donuell, partoers of the said

_company, and-Alexander M°Kenzie, late a partner thereof, were all arvested upon

warrants issued by the Earl of Selkirk, as a justice of peace, charging them with
high treason, fclony and murder; and on the same day, by orders from the said Earl,
a force, without previous notification of the purpose thereof, “of above fifty men,
armed with muskets and bayonets, in militory uniform and array, with drums and

<

bugles, consisting of discharged soldiers, chicfly from Meuron’s regiment, and in -

uniform, aid led on by officers of that regiment, also in uniform, (on which occasion

captain Dorsonnens commanded, and lieut. Fouche assisted,) forcibly and vidlently .

took possession of the said establishment, with all the furs, merchandize and other
effects thercin contained, and the same continued to hold up to the 28th day of
August, being the date of the last advices from thence. That the said armed force
;%rossly maltreated the partners of the North-West company, especially Jobn
M*Donald, to whose head a pistol was presented by Captain Doisonnens, and who
was drageed away with his feet trailing on the ground, and. loaded with the most

violent abuse ; all which was done without any rcsis?ce being made, and without

any warrant being exhibited to authorize such proceedings. Thus, the snid company;
their agents and clerks, were by.lawless violence deprived of the management of their
concerns, and prevchted from sending their canoes into the interior with the remain-
ing part of their trading supplics for the scason, as also prevented from sending down
their furs to Montreal, and the whole held subject to the despotic will and pleasure
of the Earl of Sclkirk, thereby occasioning to the North-West company the most
serious losscs, anddwhich, if not speedily put a stop to, will be attended with irrepa-
rable injury. to their trade and concerns. . -

That Lord Selkirk put into close confinement, the said agents and partners so
arrested ; placed sentries over them, and denied access to them by clerks and others ;
issued warrants for rummaging, searching and inspecting books and papers, stores and
buildings, carried off and put under seal what he saw fit; imprisoned at. pleasuro
maay of the servants or engagees of the company ; some time after bringing them up
for examination, and recommitting them to prison again, bringing them back for
examination after a lapse of time, and rcpeating the same process, until he found
that some of them by terror or otherwise were moulded to his purpose, wlien be put
them under outh to extract crimiuations against their employers. o ‘

That the said officers of Meuron’s regiment, who acted under Lord Selkirk's
orders, were captains Dorsonnens and Mathey, lieots. Graffenreid 'and Fouche, all
of whom, and most of the men, had on His Majesty's uniform, Whilst committing these
lawless outrages, thereby disgracing the cloth they wore, and deluding many into
a bélief that they acted-under the authority of government, to which further -credit
was given by their being regularly armed and equipped with canuon, arms and warlike
stores, including a furnace tor heating balls. 2 -

That finally, on the 18th day of August, the said Eatl- sent off in three “canoes,
under a military guard, composed of the said lieut. Fouche and an armed party, the
said William M<Gillivray, Kenneth M-Kcnzie, and all the other partners arrested as
above-said, Daniel M“Kenzie only excepted ; lieut. Fouche had orders to carry them
to Sandwich, in Upper Canada, round by York, doubtless in order to subject them to
every personal inconvenience in his Lordship’s power to inflict, in which a striking
instance was displayed, in his prevention of the servant of the said William M*Gil-
vray from accompanying his master, upon the frivolous pretext of wishing to examine’
him, although above five days had already elapsed since the ‘srrest. In the intended
prison at Sandwich, his Lordship was disappointed, by it appearing from kis warrant,

3

that the crimes alleged were committed m the Indian territory, and accordingly .

Mr. Justice Cumpbell, before whom they were carried, very properly ordered them
to be committed to Montreal, where they arrived in consequence. | -

That one &f the canoes from being overloaded and improperly manned (no fewer
than 22 persons and their baggage, crew inclusive, being crammed into a canoe much
under the ordinary size) was upset in Lake Superior, whereby the above-said Kenneth
M<Kenzie, a North-West agent, and cight other persons, were drowned, and the rest
with ditficulty saved. - L ‘ ~ . .

_ That the mode of proceeding under Lord Selkirks orders, -resembled nathing
British, and exceeded even the_niilitary despotism of th,e\\{rench in Holland ; and-
’ , ' \ there

h -
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there is the best reason for believing, that had the least resistance been offered when
ahe establishment aforesaid was assauited, every person within it would have-been
put to death, and the place pillaged ; -indeed no secret was made by them 3;' such
beiny in that event intended. : ‘ (

That no attention was paid by Lord Selkirk to any representations made to him of
nmisbehaviour in his peaple, -nor redress afforded when applied for; ‘but when' he
<ould np otherwise evade such applications, he turned them off . by saying, that
e acted upon his own responsibility. In-order to terrify and prevent the clerks of
the North-West company from complaining, or from refusing eny thing asked by
his Lordship or peaple, the officers hinted that compliance was the safer course, and
refusal might be fatal,” as most of thé'armed men employed by his Lordship had been
accustomed to murder and pillage in the” Peninsula, when in the service of Buopa-
parte. Yet his Lordship, with a full knowledge of these facts, engaged such men to
-execute his purposes. ’ ' s

That Lord Selkirk contemoing your Excellency’s authority, pursued the same
conduct after the receipt of your Excellency’s proclamation as before, ahd still kept
ossession of the North-West ‘company’s property, thus costinuing to violate the
faws he was appointed and enjoined to see impartially execoted.” Aund as a further
proof of contempt, he employed the serjeant and $iX soldiers had from Drummond’s
Island, as a personal guard in the attack and restraint of others, by mounting thiem
as sentries on _his prisoners, and 'in conveying them from and to his_jail at Fort
‘William. .- . ) ) - 8
His Lordship, happily for the North-West company, has at last developed his
views ina manner not to be mistaken, as will appear by a document fortunately in
the possession of the compang, being .a proposition for him to inveigle their chief
clerk into an’ arbitration, which® document decidedly self convicts him, either as
considering frivolous and unfounded all the accusations in the warrants of arrest, as -
if trumped a@p to sanction his despotisin “to private ends, or, were the accusations
really credited by him, he then stands self-convicted of another altempt to compound
the alledged crimes of high treason, felony and murder, for his private emolument.

The persons so accused are abhorrent at the thoughts of treason against their

-lawful Sovereign ; suchan idea never entered their imaginations. Were it even. possible

for any person in the North-West company to commit such a crime, which is very -
doubttul, yet the absurdity of such an accusationis the more manifest when made against
men who distinguished themselves by their loyalty and zeal during the late war, whilst
his Lordship was snugly enjoying bimself at his ease on the other side of the Atlantic,
and leaving it to those and others to fight for the security of his property in Canada.

To show that the allegations herein contained are not made without good
k% .
grounds, vour Excellency is respectfully referred to the papers herewith marked
-A. B. C. D. viz. '

- A. The attested journal of Jasper Vandersluys, book-keeper to ‘the North-West
company. ' . ) o o

B. The affidavits of Lieutenants Bromley and Misancy, of Meuron's regiment,
who went up as private gentlemen, under a leave of “absence, ‘and were disinterested '
spectators of what passed. ’ 3

C. Anattested copy of Lord Selkirk's letter to-James M<Tavish, and Jasper Van-
dersluys, chief clerk of the North-West co¥any, proposing an aibitration after the
persons arrested had Leen sent off as prisoners. ’ .

D. The attested narrative of William M°Gillivray, by which papers it will be

/

" evident to your Excellency, that the Earl of Selkirk has laid aside the dignity and

impartiality of his office as a magistrate, and perverted the public authority in him
vested for lawful purposes, to the indulgence of personal vengeance and furtherance
of private interests ; that. he has contemned your Excellency's proclamation, and is

+ disqualified from. being a fit person to be continued as a guardian of the public peace

and interests.

- The memorinlist has further to represent to your. Excellency, that the property
belonging to the North-West company, illegally and forcibly taken possession of and
retained, amounts'in value to near one hundred tliousand pounds, the whole of which
is at the mercy of Lord Selkirk, and the band of desperadoes in his employ, who may
destroy-the same by design or accident, and who, by shutting up the communication
for t;me_ensumg year (if they are allowed to remain) may place turther at their fneriy

- 584. . a like
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a like sum in returns from the interior, besides destroving the whole of the North-,

West company's trade, which must iovolve them and the numerous manufacturers™

.and tradesmen dependent thereon in utter ruin, if government does. not interpose.

The consequences of his Lordship having prevented the forwardinginto LakesWinnipic
.and. La Pluie, and other posts, the remainder of- the supplies this season, prepared

and ready to be scut, may be the death of many Indians dependent -upon those
- supplies, * ) - C -

The memorialist therefore humbly prays your Excellency, that the commission
of the Earl of Selhirk, as a justice of the -peace for the Indian territory may be
superseded, as also the commissions of all others, the justices thereof, who-are partners
of the Hudsuns Bay or North-West companics, or who.are in the servﬁcq of or
cmployed by the smid Earl, or by the said companies. * That the said captains
“Dorsonnens and Mathey, and lieutenant Graffenreid (Fouche being now in Montrcal,)

. ‘ay be ordered down, und that such other steps may be taken as in your Excellency’s
wisdom may deem mect, for dispossessing Lord Selkirk and those acting under him, -
of the North-West company’s property, unlawfully -taken possession of at Fort”

William, and -restoring the same to the proprietors; and for removal from that
country of those disbanded soldiers; who 'have been guilty of such outrages against
the persons and properties of .His Majesty’s natural-born subjects; and as in duty
bound will ever pray, &c. ' E ) '
., Montreal, (Signed) - < John Richardson.
- - 17thSeptember 1816. ) :

_-_;Sfr, s - Fort William, Lake.Superior, 3d Scptemnber 1816...
I had the honaur of writing to-your Excellency on the 23d ultimo, since which
time I have proceeded in collecting evidence respecting the transactions at Red River,

- and the additional proofs which bave been obtained, seem’to me to leave 1o raom for

 doubt as 1o the guilt of the gentlemen arrested bere.  If your Excellency is desirous
6f sceing these documents in detail, captain Steiger ‘will procure copies to be
transmitted. . ‘ ¥ ‘ .
Before my arrival at this place, almost all the supplies for the trading posts of the.
North-West company in the interior, had becn sent away; but some canoes were

still here destined for Red River, and for one or two places of inferior note, imme-"

* diately adjacent to that district. In consequence of the information which I bad®

obtained, I could have no hesitation as to the propriety of stopping the dispatch of
these supplies ; the district for which they were intended,, being in fact in a state of

- open rebellion. It is octupied (to the exclusion of all His Majesty’s peaceable sub-

jects) by & banditti, who avow their determination to set the laws of their country” at’
defiance, acting under the regular command of the same leaders who led them on a
few ‘months ago to every species of atrocity; and at their head a partoer. of the:

North-West compan{y (Mr. Alexander M¢Donnell,) who is proved, by the most.~
»ave been the author and instigator of the massacre of the 1gth -

distinct evidence, to
of June. = ) \
It is not improbable, that my having stopped the supplies destined for these mis—-

" creants, may be represented as an act of, aggression of the North-West company, or

a wanton interruption to the freedom of trade. But I trust your Excellency will not
be disposed to lend too easy an assent to the allegations of interested individuals ; and

_ that (on this,or any other part of my conduct) I shall not be condemned without

Being allowed an opportunity of explanation.

Jneso far as I am personally interested, I may perhaps be allowed to refer to the
inclosed letters, as a proof that L desire nothing more than justice. .Though the
correspandence does not relate to a matter of public concern, 1 may be excused for
producing it, when I am placed in circumstances that expose my conduct to so much
misrepresentation. " .

" . Iam informed,_that it has been suggested to your Excellency to send an officer of

high rank 10’ this quarter, as commissiouer on the part of government to quiet the
existing disturbances..” In this suggestion, I would beg leave to express my cordial
concurrence. Though it may be doubted in what degree an officer so appointed’
would be iuvested with absolutelegal authority, there can be no doubt that any person
of distinction coming heré on the part of government, and especially deputed by your
Excellency, would be received by all parties with that deference which would give
to his rccommendation the force of a command. . For my own, part, it would be a-

. . . . very

-
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' very great s:atisfaction to me, ‘if the load of responsibility under which T am now

obliged to act, could be-alleviated by a reference to the opinion of a person soautho-
rized. ~ It would be no less satisfactory to have the testimony of a man of intelligence,
above all suspicion of partiality, as ‘to the real state of. this country; which is so
extraordinary, and so unlike what it has been represented, that I could hardly expect
to meet with entire credit, if.] were to relate all that I know of the' conduct of the

- North-West company and their dependents. - )
- o . I have the honour-to be, &c. Do
" His Excellency Lieutenant General -7 (Signed)” - Selkirk.
Sir John C. Sherbrooke, ] . . - )
‘ &c. &Cc &ec. \‘ . ‘ :v

© .. (Most secret and confidential.) - = : ‘ Inclosure ©
Sir, - - S Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 1st October 1816. ;o ‘,(.3%. Shers
I have had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the r4th instant, brooke’s, of 23d

relating to the late occurrences at Fort William. - - . October 1816. .

bave now the honour of transmitting to you a copy of their report. "~ - .

Concurring in the fullest manoer with your, Excellency in the qi;?é of this difficult
subject, which you have submitted to Lord Bathurst, and being equally impressed
with the dargerous consequences that may ensue to the country, unless some steps .
of interference are taken, I sought the advice of my coungjl on the subject,” and

I do not see any method of arresting the progress of ‘the evil, but that which the- i
council has recommended; and I now inclose to your Excellency an instzument,”
«revoking the commissions of all the magjstrates of the Indian territory ; and two .
other instruments for ‘the appointment of two persons (for whose names blanks are ‘! SR,
left) to proceed to that territory, in the double capacity of commissioners of inquiry : ) ’
and justices of the peace. The extensive influence and connexions of the North- .
West company, pervading almost the whole society here, I'find it extremely difficult ‘
to select two persons impartial enough to be intrusted with such an important mis- ~'
sion; and I therefore, with the fullest confidence, leave the selection of them-to
your Excellency, in the hope that the same causes may not operate in your govern- |
ment to embarrass your Excellency’s choice. - o7 .. T

Should the same difficulty however prevail there, so that this new commission can-
not be filled up, vour Excellency will clearly understand, that the,instrument of . :
revocation cannot be acted upon; and moreover, that I-have only been.induced to -
transmit these instruments to your Excellency, by the hope and expectation that you :
will.consent to the revocation (as suggested by. the council here) of the commissions
held by Lord Selkirk, and the members and servants of the Hudson’s Bay and North-

West companies, as“magistrates in the western district of Upper Canada; and-that .
your Excellency will also appoint the two persons whom -you may select as com-
cmissioners of inquiry to be magistrates for the western district of Upper Canada.

T have little doubt, that your Excellency will see the necessity of these measures; .
but should it ‘Be otherwise, your. Excellency will of course consider the instruments, -
now transmitted, as of no effect; and’I beg that your Excellency will in this case,
(as well as in the possible event of -your not being able to find two persons qualified
for the proposed mission to the Indian territory,) be good enough to return these
documents to me. . : -

. ?

"The date of the commission -of supersedess being left blank, it is.necessary, as
your Excellency will no doubt see, that, in filling it up, care be tahen that it be
subsequent to the date of the commission appointing two justices of the peace to
proceed to ‘that country,_in order that it may not appear that the terfitory has fora'
moment been left without the means of the administration of justice. .

* T have the honour to inclose herewith, such general instructions to the two new
Justices of-the peace (if the appointment takes place) as may be necessary for their
guidance ; and I have also caused letters to be written to the present wagistrates of
the Indian tetritory, (to be used of course only in the event of the supersededs taking
effect,) apprizing thenrthat their covimissions have been revoked ; to which letters I
request that your Excellency will permit the dates to be affixed, according to the
date that the supersedeas may bear; and that your Excellency will have the goodness

e

_ %o inform me what that shall be. - i -

" 584, | ’ R . It © .. .- *
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‘ .« .. EarlofSelkirk, and the members and-servants of the Hudson's Bay ‘and North-West

afiY PAPERS RELATING TO THE

_. Tt only remains for me to assure your Excellency of my hearty co-operation and
support, on this and every other occasion, where the peace of the country and -so
many of its important interests are at stake. .
. ) I have the honour to\be, &ec.
. His Excellency Licat. Governor Gore, (Sigued)  J)C. Sherbrooke.
&c. &e. &c b -

Inclosure Sir, P - Quebec, 17th
A O . - I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's secret and
;,"mso',‘::s C.Sher-  confidential dispateh of the 1st instant; which reached me, by express, on the gth,-
October 1816, at the new settlement in the vicinity of the River Rideau.

I lament extremely to.be obliged to state to your Excellency, that, although I have, }
B given the subject a miost serious consideration, I cannot propese any two persons of
Upper Canada as fit to be intrusted with the important mission reterred to in your ¢

»

. Excellency's dispatch. . : o

- T have inclosed the commissions and papers, which your Excellency {lid me the
honour to confide to me. L, T . T
I beg to assure your Excellency, that you may command my co-operation to arrest
the evil existing at Fort William, and in the Indian territory; in any manner you may
be pleased to point out. ] I have the honour to be, &c. -

: - To his'Excellency Licut. General W (Sigded) .JFrancis-Gore.
- Sir John C. Sherbrooke, &c. &e. &c. . o

3

- . ". . 2’ - ﬂ 4 -
No. 10, Copy of a Dispatch from Lieut. General' Sir John C. Sherbrooke, G, C. B.-

—_— to the Eart Bathurst, K. G.; dated Quebec, 11th November 1§16 :—
o One Inclosure. T - )
: . My Lord, . . Québec, 11th November 1816.

i~ The 3ifﬁg:ulties which in my dispatch, No. 48, ofthe 23d October last, Ir
-, “sented to y6ur Lordship that I then experienced in selecting a’ person qualified fo )
! mission to the Indian territory, were shortly after that period removed, by my finding -
i in Mr. W, B. Coltman, one of the executive council, every qualification that could
tbe desired. for such an fmportant charge. - ‘

i . That gentleman baving signified his readiness to undertake it, I immedia ly .
carried into effect the former recommendation of council, by superseding the.com:
. sions of all the other magistrates for the/Andian territory, and of appointi
“ .+ - Mr Coltman jn their place; and-for rpose of giving him the benefit of le
" ~assistance, I associated with hiny tleman of the law, of great respectability an
professional’ knowledge. e A
I also called on Lieut. Governor, Gore'to revoke the commissions held by the

-

v

" companies, as magistrates -for-the western districts of Upper Canada, and tp appoint
these gentlemen in their-stead. .And, in order to increase the effect of:their exertions,
and extend their influence, 1 gave them a special commission, in the nature of

*, acommission ad inquirendum, by which I invested them with the.fullest powers that
. Tcould delegate, and required all persons, both civil and military, to aid and submit
to their authority. O <N T

To insure thetn also a degree of influence with the Indians, I gave them commissions

; o the Indian departmient, to Mr. Coltman, as lieut. colonel, and to" his associate,

~Mr. Fletcher, .as major, with power to draw.from any of the King’s posts which they _

, might pass, such presents for the Indians-as they might think useful for facilitating

‘ # their progress. And to the-whole' I added such general instructions as I could - -

et L g -advise for their guidance; and of 'tht%se'l have the honour to trapsmit . your Lordship
’ . & copy: . S ! R T, . 5
: " ¢~ Having reqm%ed the advice of the executive council, as to-the compensation to be
given to the commissioners, it was recommended by them that Mr. Coltman should
rcceive one hundred and fifty guineas: per month, as an indemnification of the relin-

o

., * seven hundred and fifty guineas, as an indemnification for the loss which he must
immediately sustain’by being so-suddenly obliged to.abandon his concerns; and that
his associate should receive-a moathly allowance of ‘fifty guineas, and an immediate: -

o ‘ : ’ P further

quishment of his business during the period of his absence, and a further allowance of - " .y
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_ further allowance of two hundred and fifty guineas for the preparations necessary for
the undertakipg, and to discharge the amount”which he would be under the necessity
of paying to the person who might, during his absence, execute for him the dutics of -
the office he holds as magistrate of police. o

However great the expense may appear, I felt -that the object to be attained out- -
weighed, every consideration of this nature, and I accordingly' determined to adopt
the recommendation of council. L . - . -

_The commissioners left this place on the 31st October, and Montreal on the 7th’
instant. I regret, however, to state, that it appears to be an opinion almost universal
among the best informed persons, that at this late season they will not be able to
reach Fort William; and though I feel the’ utmost anxiety for the success of the
mission, and equal unwillingness to surrender my hopes of its success while a ground
of hope remains, - I -capnot disguise from your Lordship that I am not sanguine in
my expectation of its accomplishment, and that I bave only let these gentlemen go
forward under a clear understanding, that they shall return so soon as the difficulties
opposed to them shall be suchas there will be no reasonable hope of surmounting.

If, however, by perseverance they should succeed, the most happy results may be
expected from theirtalents and exertions. ' ]

ILord Selkirk has expressed an anxious wish for the appointment of commissioners ;
and in this desire the North-West company have coincided: "And there is ample
reason why both parties should wish for such 2 measure.

_The whole territory of Red River, and as far as the influence of the North-West
company extends, may be cousidered as now ‘ia arms. And the ‘Earl of Selkirk
having considered himself justified by tliis circumstance in stopping the usual winter -
supplies. for that ‘country, the most alarming consequences to both parties may be
expected to ensue before the Spring;—to the North-West company, by the suspension "
of their trade, and perhaps by the starving of some of their posts;—arnd to the two
companies alike, by the exasperation of the ' Indians, from a failure in the customary
supply of their wants. - - | ; ( . -

~ But this unhappy contest involves public considerations of a most important nature,
which demand your Lordship’s serious attention. '

’

The Indians of themselves, ready for any act of violence, are led on by a rabelsprung
from the cohabitation of the traders'with the native women, partaking of the vices of
savage life with "the advantages of education, and marked by a ferocious-energy of

N character, which establishes their influence-over the Indima fribes. These men; -
« though devoted to the North-West company, would, in the event of their fall,. .
sily perSuade the Indians, as the lords of the soil,” to expel the white inhabitants
%m the whole western territory ; and not the Hudson’s Bay company alone, but the
distant parts of the province of Upper Carada itself, would be in danger from the
Iawless violence of these nations, when once roused. - - :

-

»

-On the alarming consequences of alienating them from us, or of kindling an Indian
war, 1 need pot dilate. -Even our relations with the' American government may be
nffected by the present state of things ; for it is an important fact, that the ¢ half

_ breeds,” whom I have above described, already look that way for assistance to assert
their independence, and express au intention of sending delegates to Washington in
-the Spring. And whatever may be the .dispositions of the American governnient at
this moment; they may find it their policy to foment dissentions between us and the |
Indians, ahd. to establish with them that good understanding which inany future war

<

would be as useful to them, as it bas recently been useful to us:

. ;\Tl'lese, ,xpy‘Lor&, are evils i;f almost national l‘n(nomerit.‘ “Should the.commissioners
fail in their attempt to reach Fort William, these and inre, which L will not detain
“ g o - » ’ - . " . '
* - your Lordship by representing, will come upoa us with the Spring. . Aud looking.
forward to such an event, I must agaiu urge to your Lordship the necessity cither of
" giving me fuller powers and instructions than I'now possess, or of sending vut from
_England men oﬁn:ank and talents as commissioners, to praceed to the Indian territory, | )
1o allay the existing-ferment, - to repress further outrages, to take away all cause for
- a repetition.of them, 'by.establishing the respective rights of, the contending parties,
_ and to save not only‘hvo extensive trading companies irom ruin, but the country itself
from impending danger. .- I bave the honour to be, &c.© . "
The Earl Bathurst, . (Sigred) . J. C. Sherbrooke.
. s .
f &C- &C. &‘t- . A oy ' a Y .. «
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‘Tnclosare | By his Excellency Sir John Coape Sberbrooke, G.C. B Captam General and
O ' "~ Governor in Chief in and over the Provmces of Upper Canada, Lower
inSirJ. C. Sher- = - Capada, &c. &c. &c. .

brooke’s, of 11th
November 1816.

Tnstructions to the Hon. W. B. Coltman, and John Fletcher, Esq.
You will herewith receive commiissions, appomtm 'you to be justices of the pe’xcc
- within the Indian territory, under and by virtue of the Act of the Impcerial Pailia-
ment 43d Geo. I1I, cap. 135th; and in the execution of the duties which ‘are thus
intrusted to you, you will be governed by the provisions of that Act, so far as the -
same shall apply to the occasions that may arise.

- : Being invested with the powers of mamstrates within that territory, you will pos-
sess and exercise the functions ‘of that lmportant -office within that termory to their
fullest extent, by inquiring into all offences which have been or may be committed
-within that territory, by arresting and securing in due form of law ‘the perpetrators
thereof, and by transmitting them to this provmce for trial. A

Receiving herew;th also a comnission of j mqmry, investing you with extensive
.+ special powers, you will, as therein enjoined, diligently mvcstmate the causes-and

+  circumstances, and take every legal medsure to prevént the repetmon of those dis~

__sentions which. have arisen, and the outrages which have been committed Aagawst the
King's peace in the aforesaid territories, and at Fort W illiam, to which point you are
also to direct your attention ; and to this effect you are authorized to inake a public
notification, if you shall find the same expedient, declaring the-authority with-which
_you'areinvested, as the sole magistrates of the Indian temtory and as spec:ahnqulry,
-and calling upon all persons in all cases of difficulty and dispute to abstain from law-
" less vxolence, and to resort to your authorrty and abide thereb} LT

In reporting on those recent events which have already occurred in the I\dxan terri-,
tory, you, are.to communicate the fullest information that you:can obtain, as to the -
circumstances thereof, and the persons implicated in them; and in making such
report you are to-address yourselves to me, and to transmit a duplicate to the Lieut.
Governor of Upper Canada, for his mformanon, except in those -cases- when -you
shall riot have sufficient time or opportunity to -make such duplicate réport, in which
cases you are to send the originals, ‘open, to the Lieut. Governor of Upper Canada,
1o be by him forwarded to me, after he shall have perused the same. :

You are ‘pasticularly to hpply yourselves to medlate between the contendmg parties
in' the aforesaid territories ; to remove, as far as possnble, all causes of dxssentxon
between them; to take all legal measures to prevent the recurrence of those violences
which have already s0 unbappxlv disturbed the public peace, and generally to enforce
and establish, within the territory where you shall be, the influence and authority of
e . the lam. o )

Given under my hgnd and seal at Arms, at the castle of St Lewns, in the
city of Quebed] this twenty-ninth day of October, in the fifty-seventh
- year of His M;E)g&ys reign, and in the'year of our Lord one thousand

ewht bundred sixteen.

: - l . AT o (Swned) + J. C. Sherbrooke.
- " : .37 By hls Excellency s command

Lo \ cn, P (Slgned) A IV Coclzrane, Secretary ‘
« . o, - : ' '

CNo. 11. ) Copy of a DlSpatch from Lieut. General er John C. Sherbrool\e, 'G.C. B

to_the Earl Bathurst, K. G., _dated Quebec, 21st December 1816.

ot

missioners of special inquiry whom I.dispatched for the Indian territory have been

.. obliged, by the early setting in of the wmter, aud the severity of the season, fo aban- '

don the undertakmgagg -return,> >0 R )
“Various untoward accidents; not'to be‘for%een or obviated, prevented them ﬁom
* " reaching York before the 23d ultimo, and on crossing-the portage, and arriving at |
the head of the Notawasaga River, by which “they expected to have been able to-
descend in canoes to Lake Huron, they found it frozen over,  and w‘ere unable, with -
all their exertions, 'to advance more than fifty yards through the ice in the course of _
half a day. "This cu'cumstance alone showed . the hopelessness of the attempt to

- y : pmced
. . r - { ,\ N (4
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T LAMENT to be under the necessity of informing your Lordshlp, that the com-



‘RED RIVER SETTLEMENT. 65

proceed. Bat in addition to this, they learned frém travellers, whom they met there,
coming down from the mestern country, that the difficulties they would have to
encounter, even in endeavouring to reach Drummond's Island, would be such as
would expose them to imminent peril, without even the prospect of success, since
even.they, with less incumbrance, with- greater experience, and at a more favour-_
able season, had scarcely, been able to effect their journey to the point where they,
were met. ‘ - '
" Under these circumstances, therefore, the commissioners felt themselves obliged to
retrace their steps to York. - ‘ ’ - -7

As, however, it appeared that a smaller party, lightly-equipped, and accustomed
to the modes of travelling in the wilderness, might possibly find their way to Fort
William,'the commissioners dispatched by a gentleman of the North-West company,
" who had accompanied them thus far, and was willing to undertake the journey with a
few- Canadians, several copies of a_public notification, signed by them, to be dis-
tributed among the trading posts’on Lake Superior, and in the interior ; by which
they made known the revocation of. the commissions of all the magistrates for the
Indian térritory, and of all those for the western district of Upper Canada, who live
to the westward of the falls of St. Mary; and that they had been appointed in their
stead, with the powers which I havealready stated to your Lordship in my dispatch,
No. 53, of the 11th ultimo. 4 ' ‘ .

This appeared to them, as it does to me, to be the only thing that could be done
under all the circumstances of their situation ; and as no further attempt can be made

during the winter, I take an early opportunity of repeating to your lordship my

earnest request, that I .may be furnished with full and particular instructions for my
guidanee in this momentous affair, before the opening of the Spring, as I shall other-

®wise ‘at that period agdin send forward these gentlemen to the Indian territory, not- .

- withstanding the very great expense with which the measure is likelyto be attended.

The reasons that appeared to me to overbear every consideration of this ‘nature,
- I have already endeavoured to impress strongly on your Lordship’s mind, and the
information I daily reteive serves but to enhance their cogency and importance.’

éopy of a Dispatch from Lieut. General Sir J .;C. Sherbrooke, G. C. B. to
the Earl Bathurst, K. G.; dated Quebec, 1st January 1817. . - °
My Lord, . ' - Castle of Saint Lewis, Quebec, ist Jahuary 1817.

~ 1 have to acquaint your Lordship, that I have received a dispatch from the

commissioners of special inquiry for the Indian territory, of which I bave not now\

time (as an opportunity suddenly offers) to give your Lordship the particulars ; but .

-1~

the general information they contain, is, that -the Earl of Selkirk has resisted the }

execution of a.legal process of arrest, which had .been served against lumin the begin- /
‘ning .of November, and that under colour of an authorized transfer, which he ha
obtained 'of the property of the North-West company at Fort' William, from a-retired
partner, whom he had -kept in a state of coercion and inebriety, he was taking mca-
sures for removing the whole of that property to the territories of 'the Hudson’s Bay
company. T N = : : ‘ ' -~

The commissioners express an apprehension, that the North-West company may
be driven to call in- the aid of the Indians, to prevent the measure; and they are
desirous of being allowed to ‘proceed again, in the hope of reaching Fort William
g:ﬂn«,}\ the winter, .and preventing these alaiming consequences of the acts of Lord
- Another application has been made to me for a military force, to support the exe-'
cation of the laws agaiust his Lordship,. but this I have found it quite impracticable '
to afford; and 1 have only to submit to your Lordship, my earnest entreaty'to be _
fquured with your particular iostructions for my further conduct in this affair, as
. .1 am at present’ totally uninformed of the intentions and views of His Majesty’s~
government, with réspect to it. These instructions I should wish to receive by the
way of New York, under cover to Mr. Moore, the.agent fot packets there, as I shall
in this way get them 'six weeks sooner thin by the way of Halifax. -

" It would also be highly dcsirable, if I could at the same time, receive a copy of
the, Act of, Parliament of William the 3d, for- continuing the charter of the Hudson's
Bay company. “‘And I also beg that I may be -informed, whether the Act of the

" 584.- ’ ’ S | ' -+ 43d Geo.
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45d Geo. ITT, graiting to the governors-of Lower Canada the' power of appointing

magistrates for the Indidn territory, is considered to extend to the terfitorics of the
Hudson's Bay company, as there is reason to think that the Earl of Selkirk will raise

a question on this point. o - I have, &c. - .
The Earl Bathurst, S (Signed)  J. C. Skerbrooke.
&e. &e. &c. : v )
Noa. 135, Copy of a Dispatch from Licut. General Sir John C..Sherbrooke to the
- - Earl Bathurst, K. G.; dated 2d Januery 1817 :—Two Inclosures..
My Lord, ‘Quebec, 2d January 1817,

. 1 bave the honour to inclose Xoﬁr Lordship copy of an affidavit made by a clerk
of the North-West company, lately arrived at York from Fort William ; and also,
copy of a protest which Mr. MKenzie, the person who sold the property of the
North-West company to Lord Selkirk, made immediately.on his arrival at Drum-
mond’s Island, against the validity of -that sale. - \ :

/ * By these documents, your Lordship will be informed of the particulars of the
yd " recent transactions of the Earl of Selkirk at Fort William, which I touched upon in
- a general nannef, in a letter I had the honour of addressing to your Lordship

yesterday. , o ’ )

The Actof William 3d, of which' in that letter I requested your Lordship to send,
; me 1 topy, being a private Act, is not inserted in the statutes at large; and I therefore,
- - trast that your Lordship will comply with ‘my wishes for a copy of it, as in my,
_ present embarrassment, from the total want of Jegal assistance, I feel it iy duty to
seek for and use eyery means of forming the best judgment that I can for myself. - .

o
)

) I have, &c. .
The Earl Bathurst, (Signed) J. C. Sherbrooke.
&e, &c. &e. : : A
foclosure Robert M<Robb, of the city of Montreal, in the' province of Lower Canada,
(1) ‘maketh oath and saith,” That he was present at Fort William, on the river Kaminis-.

m Sir.J. C. Sher- tiquia, at the time of the capture thereof by the forces under the command of ‘the
?;‘;‘:;f;’.l"sf’;{ Earl of Selkirk, on or about the 23th day of August now last passed, and has know-
* ledge of the genera! circumstances of that affair, and which took place at Fort

William aforesaid, from that timne to the period when the deponent left the same for
Montreal, which was on or about the 3d dz;:y)v of September following; that the
deponent recollects amangst other things, that Daniel M“Kenzie, one of the partners
in the said North-West'company, was during that interval imprisoned for several days
by order of the said Earl of Selkirk, in a building belonging to Fort William aforesaid,
in which thereis no window, and was afterwards confined to a room under charge of
a sentry, fn which latter Situation the deponent left bim at the time of this deponent’s
quitting the fort; and that one Miles M*Donnell and others, in the employment of the
. said Earl of Selkirk, were, during such imprisonment of the said Daniel M“Kenzie
EEE frequently in hi> company, but that the deponert docs not know what passed between,
them ; and this deponent furtber saith, that he left Montreal on or about the 4th day

of October now last past, in company with Pierre’dé Rocheblave, ‘oung of the partoers
of the said North-West company, for the purpose of proceeding to Fort William

aforesaid to take posseséion thercof, and of the stores at that place, which were then

iu the possession of the said Earl of Selkirk, in case.of their procuring any legal

-compulsory process or order from government for that purpose, which process or

order would, as the deporent understood, be endeavourcd to be procured by some

other persous belonging to.the North-West company, who were gone to York or
Sandwich for that purposé, and with which if so obtained, they were afterwards to

jofa the s0id De Rochcblave and the deponent at Sault 8* Maric on. their way to

" Fort William; that-the said De Rocheblave and rthe deponent, with .their party,

- arrived at Sault 5* Marie aforcsaid, on or about the -1Qth day of the said month of

October, where the deponent remairied with the said De Rocheblave in expectation

of the said other persons who were so to' join them with such process or order from

York,or Sandwich,- until the-26th or 27th day 6f the said month, at-which fime the

. said deponent left Sault S*-Murie aforesaid in order to proceed to Fort William,
_ Jéaving the said. De Rocheblave still at Saul S Marie, the said other persons who .
' " aererto bring such process-or order not having then arrived. And’ this deponent
- ‘ S o fucther

3
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further saith, that during such his stay at Sault $* Marie, one Robinson, who was as
the deponent understood, a constable ‘or public officer of some such description,
arrived at Sault S8* Marie from York with some process, which he was as the deponent
also understood, to serve on the Earl of Selkirk at Fort William, and which was as
the deponent believes, a writ of habeas corpus for the said Daniel M<Kenzie ; and
that there was also, duging such the deponent’s stay at Sault S** Marie, a warrant issued
by Daniel “Mitchel, Bsq. who is, as the deponent believes, one of His Majesty’s *
justices of the peace for the western district of Upper Canada, against the said Earl
of Selkirk and several other persons, either for felony or some other offence supposed
to have been committed by them, in rélation to their baving so seized and taken posses-
sion of Fort William and the property thercin, and which warrant it was also intended
should be executed by the said Rohinson on his arrival at Fort William. That the
deponent accordingly left Sault S** Mari¢ on arabout the said 26th-or 27th day of
October; in company with the said Robinson and one John Duncan Campbell, a
partner of the said North-West company (whom they were to leave at the Peak on
their way up,) for the purpose of serving such habeas corpus and executing 'such
warrant, but without any force to compel obedience thereto, baving withthem only
the crew of the cange in which they travelled; copsisting of twelve Canadians and
- themselves, the three before-mentioned passengers. That after leaving the said John
Campbell at the Peak aforesaid, and taking in his stead Mr. John MBean, another
-, partner of the said North-West company, they accordingly proceeded to Fort
‘William aforesaid, where they arfived about three o'clock in the afternoon of the 7th
day of November now last past; and this deponent further saith, that on their so
arriving at Fort William, be this deponent immediately upon their landing accoin-
. panied the said Mr. Robinson to the house jn the said-fort occupicd by the said Earl
. of Selkirk, where said Robinson going into the room in which the said Earl then was,
arrested him as the deponent believes in’ the King’s name, under and-by virtue of
the 'said warrant; and baving committed him to the custody of Mr. Jobn Warren
_Dease, another clerk of the said North-West company, who was then near the said
house, by commanding the said Dease to go in and take charge of .the prisoner,
immediately afterwards procecded to arrest one captain Matthey and one Jobn
M<Nabb, who were then in other houses’ within the snid fort, and whose names
were as the deponent bélieves also .included in the said warrant ; and this deponent -
saith, .tbat in" the evening of the same day, whilst the deponent, together Wwith the
said Robinson and the said John Warren Dease were in a Toom' called the council-
room, belonging to'the said fort, the said captain Matthey came to them and told
thein, that the Earl of Selhirk had sent him to ovder them all out of the house, but
as it wgs a stormy night bis .Lordship would permit them to remain in one of the |
- summerthouses in which there was no fire during that night, to which the deponent
and the\others having stated to the said captain Matthey, that they were detera
mined npt to quit the house, unless they were forcibly. compelled “so to do;
and that“hey conceived that he the said ‘captain Matthey, being himself legally .
a prisoner, could have no orders to give them which they ought to obey; the
said captain Matthey replied, that he should then make use of the means in
his power to enforce obedieuce to' his orders, and immediately left them’for the
present. - That about eight o'clock the same evening, the said captain Matthey again
returned into the room, where the deponent and the said Robinson and Dease were,
bringing in with him seven armed men, in the uniform of the late regiment De Meuron,
all of them having muskets or fusees, and four of them bayonets fixed, and which
armed men the said captain Mattheyaccordingly placed as a guard over the defendant,
the said Robinson, and the said Jobn M°Bean, who had also come ashore with them,
,and that they ail threc reained under guard accordingly, and as the deponent con-’
ceives, in the charge and ‘custody, or under the superintendence of the said armed
men and others in the same uniform, who were from. time to time sent to relieve them, .
until the Saturday following, being the gth day of the month of November, at which _
time the deponent left the fort to retwrn to S8* Marie. That on Iriday, ‘the Sth day -
of the said month of November, during the deponent’s ‘stay at Fort William as afaré~ |
said, the deponent and his party being in want of provisions, he the said deponent
told the said Earl of Selkirk, that he understood that the said Earl was in possessios
of the keys of the North-West company’s stores, and requested that he would deliver
them; or dircct that, they should be delivered to the deponent, or give orders that the
,deponent or his party should_be supplied with such articles-out'of the stores as they
bad occasion for; but which the said Eatl refused, saying, that he supposed the
dcptnent must be aware that the North-West company had no stores there, o Some-
584, . _ : what
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what to that or the like effect; that the deponent -thereupon told the said Earl, that .
the deponent had heard of some transactions baving taken place between him and the
said Daniel M*Kenzie, but that he did not conceive that any sale could be valid that
was made by a person who was a prisoner “at the time, and who had been confined
in the comm&n gaol and kept in a continued state of intoxication ; that the said Earl
thereupun - answered, that the deponent was totally misinformed as to the facts; to
which the depounent replied, that be bad himself been an eye-witness of the said
Daniel MKenzie's confinement, and of the state in which he was always kept, uatil
the time of the deponents leaving the fort; whereupou the said Earl said, that it was

- ot to the deponent that he had to answer, or somewhat to that or the like effect.

‘That on the same day, the said Robinson asked the said Earl, in-the presence of the
said .deponent, whether he meant.to yield obedience to-the warrant or not; ‘to which
the said Earl answered, that be certainly did not, as he conceived it to be illegal.

* That ¢he said captain Matthey also declared, during the deponent’s stayat Fort William

as aforesaid, that if-he .had :known at the time of ther approach to the fort what
their errand was, he would certainly have shut the gates and-not have permitted them
to enter, or have got into a canoe and been’ off, and that the deponent and his party
snight have whistled for them. . And this deponent further saith, that finding it was
the determination of the said Earl of Selkirk, and the other persons who had been so
arrested by the said Robinson, to persist in their refusal to yield obedicnce to the
said-warrant, and that instead of being- permitted to complete the execution thereof,
by bringing away the persons- they had so arrested, the said Robinson and the depo~
nent appeared to be themselves regarded as prisoncrs, being kept under the charge or
superintendence- of a military guard es before-mentioned, and -being moreover short
of provisions, with which the said Earl refused to supply them, the said Robinson und
McBean ; and the deponent left Fort William aforesaid, on the said-ninth day of
November now last past, in compaay together, and returned to $* Marie's, wheére
they arrived on the night of the 24t day of the said month of November. And this

- deponent further saith, that oh his arrival at Sault S* Murie aforesaid, he found there

one Mr. William Smith, who informed him, that subsequent to his the said deponent’s -
departure from Sault St. Marie aforesaid, on the 26th or 27th day.of October now

‘last .past, in order to proceed to Fort William, as herein before-mentioned, he the said

William Smith and. some other persons, had arrived at Sault S$* Matie aforesaid, with
some writ or process for restoring the possession.of Fort William to the North-West
company, and which he-the said Willtam Smith was to execute.as deputy sheriff of
the western district of Upper Canada; and that he -the said Williagn Swith had -
aceordingly ewbarked, in-company with the said Pierre de Rocheblave, oiBoard
a schooner celled the Invincible, in- order-to proceed to Fort William aforesaid, -but:
that the said schooner having been wrecked a-day or two after their departure, on the
southern coast of Lake Superior, they had returned to the Sault, from whence the said
de; Rocheblave had aguirénibarked, in a small ‘canoe, with four or five hands, on or
ubeut-the 215t day of the said month, in order to go by the way of York to Montreal,
and which information be verily believes.to be true. And this deponent further saith,
that during his the deponent’s stay at Fort William as aforesaid, he was informed and -
verily believes, that the said Earl of Selkirk had, during the %% temoved one of the
buildings which had been erected at Fort William aforesaid, or materials thereof, by
water, to the Grand Portage, in order to set up the same theére, and had also erected’
other buildings at Mille Lac, and thef he was also causing a ‘road to be cut from
Fort William to Goose Lake, thewhole of which measures were, as the deponent -
understood and werily believes, for the purpose of enabling him, the said Earl of

. Selkirk, to convey away the property at present at Fort William during.the winter,:

or before the opeuing of the communication in the Spring, -so as to get the same
safely deposited before that time within those parts of the country, which he considers

-as belonging either to the Hudson’s Bay company or to himself, under seine grant or

authority from 'them; and which the deponent is induced to believe from all the:
information he bas received upon the subject, that the said Earl will in fact bé able
to accamplish, unless he be prevented in the mean time from so doing by the
interposition of a sufficient furce; the said Earl has, as the deponent supposes, in

- the whole at least 150 men, .and perhaps considerably ‘more under his orders, and

having also'a considerable stock of cattle of every description, and having prepared-

* a quantity of forage for their keep at Fort William, the Grand Portage, Goose Lake,

Mlle Lac,"and other places.’ And this deponent further saith, that during the period

of his stay at Fort William, between the 7th and gth days of November now last past,

ke saw the serjeant commanding a small party of the 37th regiment, which is at'

’ N ‘ "l ' . ’ ' ‘: pre&nt
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present on duty at Fort William aforesaid, and that the .$aid serjeant asked, whether

the deponent or his companions had- any “orders for him from. Drummond's Island,

and that from what be saw of the said serjeant’s behaviour, be had no reason to doubt

but that he and his party are in a state of military :subordination, and would be

obedient to any legitinate military orders- which they might receive. And this
+ deponent further sanh that the said John Warren Dease, whom the said deponent

found at Fort William as hereinbefore-mentioned, had, in or about the beginning of

the month of October now [yst past, been the clerk in charge of a post or tradmg

establishment of the said North-West company at Lake La Plule and. that John

Charles Sayer, another clerk, w hom the defendant also found at Fort Willidm (and

who has since accompanied the deponent on his return to” Sault'§* Marie) was also

* there at the same time in the service of the North-West company ; and that.the said

John Warrén Dease and John Charles Sayer, both informéd the said depotient, ‘that

the said post was, on'or about the gthi day of the said month of October now last past,

taken possession of by one D’Orsonnens, late a captain in the late regiment De Meuron,
and ‘at present in the employ of the said Earl of Selkirk, who took out of the same
all the arms and ammunition which bad, been therem, and at the same time delivered
fo the said John Warren Dease the paper-writing hereunto annexed ; and that the
said D’Qrsonnens had also at or aboutthe same time arrested and, taken the said John

Charles Sayer into custody as a prisoner, on some charge of a supposed offence; the _

nature whereof this deponent- was not told, and sent “him as a prisoner from Lake

La Pluie aforesaid to Fort William, where he was dischareed out of custody by the

said Earl of Selkirk, who had stated that'thie said Sayer - had been s6 arrested without

his orders, all which information the deponent verily believes to be trie. ~And this

_ deponent further saith, that ‘during his’stay at Sault S" Marle, on hls return from

Fort William as aforesmd the said William Smith' in conaequence, as he stated to

the deponent, of the information w bxch was given fo_him"by the-deponent and the”

said Robinson, respecting the appafent determindtion of tHe Eafl of Selkirk.to, resist

the execution of legal process, delivered to the deponent a letter or written represen- -

tation addressed to > his Excellency Francis Gore; Esq. Liéutenant-Governor,of Upper .

. Canada, which he read over to the deponent; au@ the purport of which, accordmg to .
‘the best of the deponcat’s recollection and belief, was to request the aid of some mili-
tary or othér force for the execution of the pracess, with which the said W:lham Smith
is charged as ' Deputy Sheriff of the Western" District, and which letter or repre-.
sentation the said deponent has délivered. to H. J. Boulton,’ Esq.; Mr. Brackenridge,
to whom the same was addressed under cover, being at present absent from York
the 'said Messrs. Boulton and Brackenridge, bemg, as the deponent beheves, both of
them concerned as counsel for the North-West company.

AN

S T (Signed) " Robert Mac Robb

s« Sworn at the C:ty of Y ork inthe Province - .. . C . .

of Upper Canada, this 17th day of De- JEETE A -
.. . cember 1816, before us, . _ - _
co (Signed) « 7. B. Coltmtm, o : T
n ) ++ J. Fletcher. SR f T

(AtmeCopy) T N AR

) (Slgned) J. Fletcher. . B /g»‘ T '

N

Les circonstances alarmantes ou se trouve dans .ce moment le poste du Lac la
Pluie," a forcé Je Capitaine P. D'Orsonnéns de “semparer. des'armes: et munitiohs du
fort occupé par. Ia compagnie du Nord Ouest, pour la sureté 'des sujetsde: Sa -
Majesté qui se trouvent dans I'endroit. Cette mesure indispensable pour-la tranquil-
lité du public otante & M. F. Dease, chef-du poste, les moyens de traiter avec- les

sauyages qul pourroient faire. un mauvals usage des armes et munmons qu Ails
regoxvent. . CTe

o

En outre le Capltame P. D'Orsénnens pouvant assurer sur sa- parole d'hénneur,
qu 2 attend & chaque instant un; ordre regulier conformement & la loi pour le-degler
pissement .du fort: -occupé par ] la _compagnie du Nord Quést, le Capitaine P, D'Or-
sonnens et . M: F: Dease, commis en chef de la (.ompaome du Nord Quest, au' kic
La Pluie, ontjugé convenablé:pour la sureté de chaque individu interessé dans' les
- circonstances actyelles' de prendre un inventairé de tous les effets appartenans 4 la  °
compaguie’du_Nord- Ouest, -dans P'endroit en y incluant les caches de pro&swns que
seront annoncés Jusqu:\ la fin de Parmée pour qie le tout soit fidelement remis au to
584, y T . - commis
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commis de le compagnie D'Hudson qui sont present dans 'endroit. Cette compagnie
rendre un.compte -exact selon la loi de tous les objets qui auront ¢te remis\:\\ leur
commis par cgiix de la compagnie du Nord Ouest, le Capitaine P. 1)'Orsonnens. se

- * rendant cati#n de I'execution de cette arrangement. . _ -
o ' (Sig") - P. D'Orsonnens, Cap'c Comd' le
’ ‘ e o poste du Lac la Pluie.

- ~ John W. Dease, Commis en Chef
Temoins. Y. - - pour Nord Ouest. )

~ (Sigoé) Jacgues—CkateIai;:, Comumis pour la Compagnie Hudson.
: Louis Noli:z, pour ln Compagnic Hudson. .

Inclore Y, Danjel M<Kenzie, Esq. a retired partner of the firm of the North-West com-

n Sird% Sher. PANYy having been detained a prisoner at Fort. William, by Lord Selbirk’s orders, -
brooke’s, of 2d  irom the 13th\of August to the 11th of October 1816, during all which time T was
January 1827,  in a state of intbriety and actual derangement of mind, did, by the persuasion of
Lord Selkirk and his agents, sign certain papers and instruments of writing, purport-
o ing to be a sale of gbods, packs of furs, vessel on the stocks, au indenture of agree-
ment 1o leave to arbitration certain disputes and differences between his Lordship and
the North-West company, and a letter to the interior, stating that the North-West
company were ruined, 8c. &c., all which papers were dictated by his lordship and

- his agents. . Therefore, from\the causes above, .the dread of a long imprisonment,
LN and in hopes of obtaining my liherty, I did sign the said papers, although uvautho-

rized so:to do. \ . .
. Therefore 1 do, by these presents, now that I-have my liberty, solemnly protest
- against all acts done by me as aforesaid, during the period above stated. In witness
whereof T have signed and ‘scaled these presepts, at Drummond’s Tsland, this 11th
of November, Anno Domini 1816. :

) Signed and sealed in presence of S e Dmn'e’l M Kensic.
¢ " James Gruet,’ Notary Public. ) )
‘ D:. Mitchell, J. P. Witness, W= Smith.

.

Copy of a.Dispatch from ‘the Earl Bathurst, K. G.-to Lieut. General Sir
John C. Sherbrooke, G. C. B.; dated 17th January 1817, .

Sir, ) * Downing-street, 17th January 1817.

I HAVE received and laid before The Prince Regent your several dispatches,”
which relate to the continued disputes between the Hudson's Bay and North-West
panies, and the recent proceedings of Lord Selkirk in the occupation of Fort
William, and the arrest of certain members of the North-West company, -on a

charge\of murder, . ’ :
It appears, both from those dispatches, and from. the ‘different Tepresentations
¢ which;havetheen received from other quarters, to be very doubtful, whether justice
-in.this case can be satisfactorily administered, unless the persons accused and arrested , -
by Lord Selkirkyré-brought home and tried in this country. His Royal Highnessis |
“well aware of the great inconvenience which a trial in this country, of an act com- '\
- mitted in so remote & quarter, must necessarily impose on all the parties concerned,
- and it is therefore with'great reluctance that this measure has been adopted. T
Yop-will take the praper-steps for the removal of the-persons concerned, and you
, will convey to Lord Selkirk, the pleasure of His Royal Highness, that he should
o proceed to ‘England with the recessary evidence, to make good tlre charges which he
. ’ has.broyght against the individunls ‘above mentioned. B - .
In the event of the trial having actually taken place, and the parties accused
, having been acquitted, you will mit home the minutes of the trjgzl, and state to
Lord Selkirk,, that if it should ‘appeax by those minutes that therezsvas no evidence
against the parties accused, caleulated tq raise so violent a suspicion of their guilt,
as to account for the, strong measures whick his Lordship”thought proper to adopt for
their apprehension, His Royal Highness will think it expedient, in order to prevent ~
a recurrence of similar outrage, to require of Yhe Hudson’s Bay compuny the imme-
diate recall of Lord Selkirk, and his dismission'from all employment under them.
- I haye\the honour to be, &c. )
~ ~"Lieut. General Sir J. C. Sherbrooke, - “ (Signed)  Bathurst.
., GG B & & & ' - :
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‘Copy of a Dispatch from Lieut. Governor Gore to the Earl Bathurst, K. G.;
dated Upper Canada, 29th January 1817. :
My Lord, ' Upper Canada, 29th January 1817.
I navE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s dispatch of
- the7th of November last, requiring that, with as little delay as possible, I should

procure and transmit copies of the depositions upon which Lord Selkirk issued his

warrant to apprehend Mr. M°Gillivray.

_Mr. M<Gillivray having been committed to the gaol of Montreal, in Lower Canada,

\ none of the documents which acccompanied the warrant are within any jurisdiction

of this province, nor have I the means to procure copies.
Your lordship will doubtless bave received from Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, the

§ovemor of Lower Canada, a detailed account of the praceedings relative to Lord
e

Ikirk and his colony, and the North-West company, at Fort William and the Red
River.\\A special commission to proceed to the spot, having been issued by his
Excellency, in which measure I fully concurred, rendering every aid in my power to
assist in the-investigation of the extraordinary transactions between the Hudson’s Bay
and North-West companies.

~ Should any kgal pr ings be bhad against Mr. M°Gillivray in this province,
I shall not fail to direct minutes of thevevidence and other proceedings, to be prepared
and transmitted to your Lordship. . ‘
i * I have the honour to be, &c.
" To the Earl Bathurst, ' (Signed) Francis Gore, |,

2 &e. &e &e. e X -Lieut. Governor.

i4
-

| Copy of a Dispatch from\:e\ Earl Bathurst to Lieut. General Sir John C.
" Sherbrooke; dated 6th' February 1817.- )

Sir, . . Downing-street, 6th February 1817.
SINCE T had the honour of addresii g you on the subject of the disputes

existing between the North-West and the Hudson’s Bay compames, I have received
intelligence from different quarters, of the continuance of those proceedings which

have involved the whole Indian country in disturbance, and which, if a check be not -

early put to them, threiten to be utterly destructive of the intercourse subsisting
between that country and His Majesty’s dominions. To prevent consequences sq
fatal to both partics, and so pregunant with danger ta. the safety of the. Canadas, His
Royal Highness The Prince Regent has been pleased entirely to approve of the
appointment of Mr. Coltman and M. Fletcher as commissioners, to investigate and
report upon the subjects.of, dispute between the Hudson's Bay and the North-West
companies. But as much’ time must necessarily elapse before their report can be
received gnd properly considered, I #— commanded to siguify to you His Royal
Highoess’s pleasure, that measures should be immediately.taken for putting an end to
those violent prowediués which have latterly marked the contest of these two com-
panies; and with this view, that each.should be restored to the possessions held by
them previous to the commencement of their recent disputes.” You will, therefore,
- upon the receipt of this dispatch, issue a proclamation, in the name of The Prince
Regent, calling upon the agents of each party, aud upofi all those whom either may
hiave enlisted or engaged in their service, t0 desist from every hostile aggression or
attack whatever ; and-in order to prevent the further employment of an’ unauthoriged
wmilitary force, you will' require all officers and men, compasing such force, to leave,
< within a limited time, the service in which they are engaged, under penalty of incur-
ring His Royal Highness's thost severe displeasure, and of forfeiting every privilege
to which their former employment in His Majesty’s service would otherwise have
- entitled them. x R

’ : “ \

You will also require, under'similax"’penalties, the restitution of all forts, build-

-ings, or trading stations, (with, the property which they contain,) which may have

been seized or taken possession of by either party, t5 the party- who originally

- established or constructed the same, and who were possessed of them previous to the
y

f f

recent dispjates between'the two_companies. )
You will also require the rémoval of any blockade or-impediment; by which any

-

<

party may have attempted to prevent or interrupt the free passage-of traders, or -
. . X N .
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others of His Majesty's subjects, or the natives'of the.country, with their.merchan-
. dize, furs, provisionsand other effects, throughout the lakes, rivers, roads and every
other usual route or communication heretofore used for the purposes of the fur trade
in the interior of North America; and the full and free permission for all persons to
- pursue their usual and accustomed trade, ' without hindrance or molestation ; -declar-
) . ing, at the same time, that nothing done in consequence of such proclamation shail
in any degiee be considercd to affect the rights which may ultimately be adjudged to
belong to either party, upon a full consideration of all the circumstances of their
several claims.

. T trust that the parties themselves will understand their own interests too well, not
to yield a ready obedience t6 the commands of His Royal Highaess; but, in order

R to ensure it, you will not besitate to arm the commissioners with such additional

~--_ authority as you may consider requisite to enforce the proclamation, and to take
- o - . - ‘o R - [ 3 -
. every other measure in your power for secoring the objects which His-Royal Highness
has in view; namely, the cessation of all hostility both in Canada and the Indian
> country, and the’mutual restoration of all property captured .during these disputes,
and the freedom of trade and intercourse with the Indians, until the trials now
pending can be brought to-a judicial decision, and the great question at issue with
respect topthe rights of the two companies shall be definitely settled. " :

. : - " TT-have the honour to be, &c.
Lieat. General Sir John C. Sherbrooke, T _(Sigoed) - Bathurst,
_G.C. B. &c. &c. &ec. oo
o N \\\
. ‘ . ) . R . . ) \\:L
No. 17 Copy of a Dispatch from the Earl Bathurst, K. G. to Lieut. General Sir-John
—_— C. Sherbrooke, G. C. B.; dated i71th February 1817.
Sir, . * .+ - ‘Downing-street, 11th February 1817.

-1 nave bad the honour of receiving your dispatch from. No. 67 to No. 72 in-
- clusive, which have been duly luid before The Prince Regent.

I learnt with great regret, that the commissiovers of special inquiry, to the result
- : *  of whose labours I looked for some more precise information as to the actual ‘state of
the Indian country, and the means by which tranquillity might be restored, bad
been under the necessity of abandoning the object of their mission, and of returning
to York. Under the untoward circumstances which prevented them from. reaching.
" the point of their ultimate destination, I have entirely to approve the measures which
SN they adopted for making known the powers with which they wer€ themselves invested,
a and for superseding those of the magistrates of the Indian country. And I trust,
that when"the road to Fort ‘William is practicable, they will proceed to the execution
» of the important charge which has been confided to them. ;

I am fully sensible of the danger which may in the interim result to the commercial |
and political interests of Great Britain, from the opening which the conduct of Lord
Selkirk appears cdlculated to give to the: admission of foreign influence over the
Indian pations, to the exclusion of that heretofore exercised by the subjects of Great
Britain ; and feel the necessity of putting an end -to a systeni- of lawless-violence,
which Has already too long_prevailed in "the Indian territory, and the'more distant -
: - —parts«of Upper Canada. By resisting the exccution of the wvarrant issued against .
i him, Lord Selkirk bas rendered himself doﬁ\bly amenable tothe Jaws, and it is neces-
* sary, both.for the sake of ‘general-principle," for the remedy of existing as,well as for
~ the preveation of further evils, that the determination of the government to enforce '
! the law with respect to all, and more particularly with respect to Lord Selkirk, should
*__be effectually and_speedily evinced. You will, therefore, without delay, on the
receipt of this instruction, take care that an indictment- be preferred against his
. Lordship for the.rescue of himself, detailed'in the affidavit of Robert Mac Robb, -
aud upon a true bill being found against him, you will take the necessary and usual .
measures in such cases-for arfesting his Lordship, and bringing him before-the court
from which the process “issued. - Suiroundedas Lord Selkirk appears to be, with a
~. military force, which has once already been employed to defeat the execution of legal
» process, it is"alnost.impossible to hope, that be will quietly submit to the execution
1.of any warrant against himself, solang as any opening is left for effectual, resistance.
1t 15 therefore necessary- that the officer, to whom its execution is intrusted, should:
be accompanied by such a civil (or if the nccessity- of the case should require it, by
4( S 4 - such\
f
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-such a military) force, as may prevent.the possibility of resistance. The "officer,
however, must be cautioned, that the force intrusted to him is not to be .employed in
the first instance, but is only to be resorted to in aid of the civil authority, in case
-of any opposition being made -to.the execution of his warrant in the ordinary
manner. - : S
. As it appears not improbable, that Lord Sejkirk may, previous-to the issue of the
"process against him, - have removed from Upper Canada into the territories claimed
" -by the Hudson’s Bay company, it will be necessary, in order in such case to give
validity to the warrant against him, that it should be issued or backed by some
magistrate appointed-under the Act 43d°of the King, to act both for Upper Canada
and for the Indian territory. By this means the warrant will have, under the pro-
visions of the ‘Act of Péﬁiment, a legal operation, not only in Upper Canada but
in any Indian territories, or in" any other parts of - America (without excepting the
- territory of the Hudson’s Bay company) which are not within the limits of either of
the. provinces of Canada, or of any civil government of the United States ; and you
will see the importance of not permitting the execution to be defeated by any irregu-.
larity in the warrant itself, or by any change of place ou the part of Lord Selkirk.

As captain Mathey appears to have been equally concerned in the rescue of Lord "

Selkirk, .you will take, with respect to him, the same measures which you are hereby
instructed to adopt with respect to Lord-Selkirk. v !

If, however, either from resistance on the part of Lord Selkirk to the execution.

of the, warrant, or-from any other cause, the appearance of his Lordship before_the
.. court stopgdd not be secured, the court will proceed to. adopt, with respect to his
Lordship, such measures as would be taken by them against any other person simi-

Yarly circumstanced, ‘who, after the issué of such process; should decline or omit to .

appear. You will not fail to communichte to me the result of these measures, in
order that I may, in so extraordinary a contingency, submit to the consideration of

Parliament, whether the urgency-of the case does not require the adoption of some -

special measure of severity with respect to his Lordship.

You will not consider this instruction as in any degree superseding that'which I had
the bonour of conveying to you on the 6th instant.  You will équally-call upon the
military force employed by Lord Selkirk, to abandon the service in which they are at

present engaged ; and you will acquaint them further, that if they permit themselves -

to be employed in resisting the execution of legal process, they will be exposed to
and prosecuted with the utmost severity of the law; and you will equally enforce the
-matual restitution of places %aptured, and the freedom of trade throughout-the -Indian
terntory. - o R , C

T have only further to add, in-reply to the inquiry contained in your-dispatch,
No. 70, that if* the commissioners are appointed magistrates of the Indian countries,
in the terms of the 43d Geo. IIT, to which I have already referred, and to the terms

of which it is important to adhere”in their commission, their powers extend -over -

Upper.Canada and. all those Indian countries, without distinction, even within'the

Jimits of the territory claimed or possessed by the Hudson’s Bay company. ‘
] - ‘ : : 1 bave the bonour to be, &c. .. )
""Lieut. General Sir J. C, Sherbrooke, . (Sigued)  Bathurst.

- - G.C:B o7 ) o ‘

1K i L ' o ", N

- 'Copy of a Dispatch from the Earl Bathurst, K. G. -to Licut. General Sir

o John C. Sherbrooke, G.*C.B.; dated 11th February 1817.

{Private.) - " o v R L

“ Sir, . ’ " Downing-street, 11th February 1817.

YOU will receive by the present mail, the instructions' which, upon a consider-

ation of your recent dispatches, I have judged it expedient to transmit to you with-

-out delay ; and I only think it necessary to address you privately on the subject of

them, with a view of recommending that you should, if possible, warn LordL Selkirk

- of the‘danger to which he will .expose” himself, if be should- persist in resisting the

:execation.of the laws. In.order more clearly to satisfy his Lordship on this point,

you may communicate to his Lordship the substance of your instructions, and your:

determination to carry them into effect; and you may, at the same time, assure him,

that the power of. the law will equally extend to him, whether be-be within the pro-

vinces of Canada. or within theterritory of the Hudson’s Bay ¢ompany..”"
. . ) - U oL ) N
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. I think it necessary also to call your attention to the commissions of the magistrates
- ) appointed under the ‘Act of the 43d Geo. 111, in order that there may be no doubt
as to the extent of the power which they are authorized to cxercise. I take it for
granted, that the commissions run in the form prescribed in the second section of the

- Act, viz, constituting them ¢ Civil Magistrates and Justices of. the Peace for any

. * of the Indian Territories or parts of America, not within the limits of either of
“ the Provinces of Upper or Lower Canada, or of any Civil Government of the
« United States of America, as well as within thé limits of either of the said Pro-
“ vinces.” Should the commissions, however, be worded otherwise, you will at
once see the necessity of rendering them ¢onformable to the-statute, and thus pre--

. venting any doubit as to the persons holding sitch commissions having power to act

as justices of the peace in Canada, as well as in those parts of North America

which are not within the limits of those provinces, - .

: I have the honour to be, &c. + L
Lieut. General Sir John C. Sherbrooke, . " (Signed) . Bathurst.
" G.C.B. &c. &c.&e. '

No. 19. Copy of a Dispatch from the Earl Bathurst, K.G. to Lieut. General Sir
—_— Jobn C. Sherbrooke, G.C.B.; dated 10th March 1817. oL
" Sir, , Downing-street, 10th March 1817.-
s I THINK it proper to inclose, for your perusal, a publication, which it is under-

stood is circulated on the part of Lord Selkirk,. in justification of his conduct.

As his Lordship’s arrest may place it out of his power to comply with the Prince
"Regent’s commands, to proceed himself to England with the ‘necessary evidence
against the persons accused by his Lordship, you will take care to impress upon his
Lordship, the expediency of his taking the proper measures, that His Majesty’s
“government may be furnished with the evidence of which he is in possession against
N the persans accused. Should his Lordship, however, decline doing so, you will
direct the persons whose evidence, either according to the inclosed pamphlet, or
from any information you have obtained, may appear to be the most material to
make out (as far as the case will permit) the charges against the accused, to proceed
to England, in order to make their depositions before the proper legal authority in

%

this country. o I have the honour to be, &e.
- Lieut. General Sir Jobn C, Sherbrooke, _(Signed), * Bathurst.
G.C.B. &c. &c. &c. -
. o i s
No. 20. Copy of a Dispe_tch from Lieut. General Sir John C. Sherbrooke,. G. C. B.
—_— to the Earl-Bathurst, K. G.; dated 8th April 1817 :—Three Inclosures, -
My I.ora, ) ) ’ Quebéc, 8th April 1817.

IT is with much regret that I find myself under the necessity of transmitting -
to your Lordship copy of a confession of a man named Reinhardt, containing the -
details of a most atrocious murder committed by him and another person, at the
instigation of a partner of the North-West company, on Owen Keveney, an officer |
of the Hudson's Bay company, then being in the Indian territories ; and I also add *
copy of the deposition of one Hubert Fuille, throwing further light on this horrible
transaction. - . . ) - 5,
Indictments for murder- having been found at Montreal in the last term against
Reinhardt, the actual. perpetrator of the murder, and against the partner and clerks
of -the North-West company, who have been accessaries to it, I have, by the advice
of the executive council, issued a proclaation offering rewards for the apprebension
of the offenders.  ~ . .- . ’
) I take this opportunity of transmitting also.to your Lordship, copy, of the deposition /
. = of one Pritchard, an agent of .the Hudson’s-Bay company ; to which, as it contains
a ¢ircumstantial ‘statement of the whole of the transactions at the Red River, from” .
the commencement of the disturbauces up to the. month of August last, I beg leave
- to call your Lordship’s particular attention. . . - N

N . : »  Ihave, &c =
! The Earl Bathurst. , . (Signedy  J. C. Sherbrooke.

———
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“ Hubert Faille, de la paroisse de La- Prairie, dans le compté de Huntingdon, .~ (9
daps le district de Montreal, voyageur, étant duément assermenté,.dépose et dit, Que ;foi;;e‘: St: gaf"
vers la fin de.l'été passé, lui le déposant, partit du-Lac la Pluie, dans un canot'apni 1817.
commandé par Mons. Cadot, metif, et commis de lacompagnie du Nord-Ouest, accom- :
pagpé. d’'un avtre canot, commandé par Mr. M¢ Donnell (que le deposant a entendu
appeller par d’autres vovageurs Cavadiens “ La Téte Jaune;” et que le déposant
croit hiverner cette année-ci au fort ¢ Qui Appell¢,”) pour se rendre au basde la |,
- rividre : Que sur le niidi de la quatridme journée ils rencontrerent deux petits canots,
qui montoient, - sur lesquels .se_sont” trouvés cinq métifs ou.bois brulés, menant, - .
comme prisonunier un horome de bonne ufine, que la deposant entendit étre nommé
Kavanagh, qui avoit des fers aux mains et dont les poignets,. ont paru eafiés et comme i
usés par.les fers, lui le prisonnier étant accusé (disoient les metifs qui le menoient) ¥
.d’avoir tuer deux ou trdis de ses gens : Qu’il y avoitalors dans le canot de Mons. Cadot, o
1ui, le dit Cadot, quatre Canadiens, dont le déposant, un nommé La Pointe, etunnommé’
Valois, étoient trois, et un sauvage nommé Joseph, et qu'on dit &tre-le fils d'un autre
sauvage ou sauvagesse appellée * La Perdrix Blanche;” et.quil y avoit dans Yautre,
canot, commandé par Mr. M Donnell, six Canadiens, dont, trois-etoient nommés Ba-|
tournes, Husse, et Plante : Que la-dessus, le dit Mr. M© Donnell, a parlé long temps |
avec le-prisonnier qu'il a dégarrotté en lui 6tant les fers, et avec qui it a mangé :” Qu’ |,
aprts une heurc ou deux d'entretien, le dit Mons. M® Donnell commanda aux metifs |
ou bois-brulés qui étoientavec le prisonnier, de s'en aller avec eux les dits M< Donnell
et Cadot, et qu’ ils fussent remplacé par le deposant, le dit La Pointe et le ditsauvage |
Joseph, comme guide: Qu'il commandad'éscorter le prisonnier aupostedu Lacla Pluie:
Quiil o'y avait eux en fait d’'armes que le fusil du sauvage, &t que le déposant ayant |
remarqué au dit Mr. M Donnell, .qu’on avoit trouvé bon de tenir le prisonnier les
fers aux mains, quand il y avoit cinqg personnes pour le garder; au liey qu’on. I'avoit
Jaissé libre, quand it n'y avoit que trois, le dit Mr. M° Donunell a dit, quil n'y avait
rien & craindre, et qu'il pouvoit assurer qué le prisonnier se comporteroit tranquille- .
ment, ou quelque chose de méme : Que la dessus le deposant, les dits La Pointe, et -
le sauvage; et le prisonpier, sont partis ensemble dans un des canots, pour monter au
Lac la Pluie: -Que pendant le voyage, et particulitrement le -deuxiéme soir quand
ils étoient campés, et tandis que le prisonnier couchoit, le dit sauvage a fréquemment
" indiqué ine intention & tuer le prisonnier en le mettant entjoue, comme's'il vouloit le
* fusiller ; et'commele. déposant etle dit La Pointe s’y sont tonjours opposés, le sauvage .
a fait comprendre qu'il avoit I'idée que ¢ seroit agréable au dit Mr. M° Donnell qu’il
le tudt, ou que lui le dit Mons. M* Donnell, en seroit bien content,; ou quelquechose |
a cet effet: Que quelques jours aprésils rencontrérent en dega du Portage du-Rat, =
deux canots, commandés par Messrs. Stuart, Fraser, Thomson, et Ferris, dequiilsont
obtenu des vivres, et dont Mons. Stuart a donné des biscuits au’ prisonnier: Qu’ a - TR
cette occasion Mr. Thomson auroit remarqué, qu'il vaudroit mieux de se retourner au
fort en bas de la rivitre, au lieu d’aller au Lac la Pluie, comme il n’y auroit point
de canots, qui descendroient da lac: Que vers deux-ou troies lieues au-dél ils ren-
contrérent neuf autres canots, chargés sous la conduite de Joseph Paul, comme
guide, et que comme le sauvage vouloit absolumenties quitter et refusa de les accom-
pagner plus en avant eux le déposant et le dit La Pointe, consentirént enfin de se
retourner avec le dit Paul: Que leur canot étant en mauvais condition, ils deman-
dereot .au dit -Paul de leur donuer place dans ses canots; mais qu'il refusa, en disant
.qu’il s’y seroit accordé s'ils avoient été seuls, mais que commae il avéit beaucoup de
poudre avec lui, il craignoit que le prisonnier ne fit quelques extravagances, c'est
pourquoi il ne le pouvoit pas ¥ Qu’ énsuite ils ont accompagné ou suivi Ia brigade du
dit Paul en descendant la riviere, pendant cette journée-la, maisne pouvant plus tenir
pas avec la brigade le dit Paul, les a laissés le lendemain en procédant en avant :
" Que le méme soir, étant campés, le sauvage fit encore de vives instances A tuer le
prisonnier, ‘et A cette fin chargea son fusil 2 deux balles, et coupa deux gros bitons
qu’il donna, I'un au déposaat, et I'autre 3 La Pointe, pour’se defendre (disoit-il)
contre le prisonnier, en, cas qu’il fit quelque résistance, mais qu’ils refusolent con-
atamment de s’y accorder : Que le lendemain le sauvage, qui &toit leur guide,'ayant .
réfoser absolument de les permettre de rembarquer le prisonnier, ils le laisstrent sar  © -
une petite isle, et se rembarquerdntavec le sauvage : Que leurs+ivres étant exhanssés,
" -ils ont'encore mont& la riviere pour trouver dessauveges qu'ils avoient vus, pour ea -
obtenir d'avantage, ot les a‘zsapt trouvés ont restés trois juurs avec eux, pendant le-
quel temps ils en.ont achetés; et que lui le déposant, aurcit donné aux sauvages en
payement, une ceinture et in mouchoir de soie, et que La Pointe a donné un capot ;
que pendant plusieurs jours aprés avoir lgissé le prisonnier, le sauvage se fichoit
- 584, ” ;- - ’ continuellement
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continuellement contre le‘déposant, et plus encore contre La Pointe, apparcmment
parcequ'il I'avoit empéché de Jé tuer ; et que pendent le temps ouils etoient avec lgs .-
autres sauvages, le dit sauvage Joseph étant furieax contre le deposant et La Pointe,

+ pour avoir réfuser de sc rembarquer avec lui, it mit le canot.en pitces & coup

-d’aviron : Quele dit sauvage Joseph, ayant achetés des autres sauvages un autre canot «

--pour une couverte, ils. se sont encore Tembarqués. avec ‘lui: Que trois jours.aprés,

‘le sauvage, s‘étant fiche contre La. Pointe, parceque La Pomte -a voulu amangé .
-avant que le sauvage auroit trouvé bon de “lui- donner A manger, ils se sont com-
battus"3 coups d'avirons et dc perches; et que Ja-dessus -le sauvage prit ~son ™
fusil, qui etoit alors chargé de bille, pour tuer. La Pointe, mais que le depo-
sant sest dardé sur lui, et 'a 6té: Que lc sauvage s'étant repris avec La Pointe,
ils se sont encore combattus A coups de biton,. mais que La Pointe I'ayaht vaincu le
sauvage, s'est sauvé dans le bois: Que le déposant et’La Pointe, apres que le sauvage .
fut parti, ne sachant plus leur chemin, se sont rendus™d tels endroits de la riviére et
-des isles, qu'ils. ont jugés les plus convenables pour se mettré dans le chemin des
canots qui pouvoient passer, ‘¢t que quatre jours aprés le depart du sauvage etaht
sur une petite isle au milieu de la rivitre, ils ont vu un canot du Nord qui sappro- ..
choit, dans lequel étoit ‘Mr. Arché (un des associés de la compagnic du Nord, Quest)
le dit Mons: Cadot, Mr. Grant, metif et commis de la dite comnpagnie, Reighard ci-
devant serjeant’ du- re iment de Meuron, un nommé Rochar, domestique du_dit
Mr. Arché, ct sept m%:tifs, et dans-lequel étoit aussi le dit sauvage. Joseph.qui étoit
enveloppé dans une cloque Ecossoise : Qu’ aussitt que la canot s'est rendu, le dit
Mr. Arché sauta 3 terre, et attaqua le déposant et le dit Lz Pointe A coups de perches,
_en leurs debitant-des injures dont ils ne savoient pas le motif, mais qu'ils supposoicnt
&tre occasionné par la dispute quiils avoient eil avec le sauvage, et a contimué 3 les
battre jusqu’ le dit Rochon s’est Jevé dans le canot, en disant aux autres qu'il falloit
debarquer pour empécher le dit Arché de les tuer: Que le dit Mobs. Arché tandis -
.qu'il battoit le deposant, et le dit Cadot aprés lui, ont fait des.reproches pour avoir
Oté le fusil du-sauvage,en disantqu’il n'avoit pas besoin de-se méler du sauvage,,

" comme ce.n'étoit pas de ses affaires : - Qu’ apres les avoir battu de'méme le, dit Mons™.

Arché, a obligé au deposant et au dit La Pointe de s'embarquer dans son canot, qui
alloit versle Lac la Pluie: Que le lendemain,. avant midi, "ayant rencontré.une
brigade de canots avec des voyageurs, ¢ 'dit Mons. Arché. leur ‘2 demandé s’ls
avoient vu le-Mons>Kavanagh, qui out répondu qu’ oui, et qu’.on pourroit lg trouver

3 peu de distance parmi des sauvages, ct qu’ ei conséquence: le déposant et les autres

ont trouvé le dit Kavanagh, lapres midi qui restoit avec des sauvages, & I'endroit olt

~Ies autres voyageurs avoient indiqué, 3 la distance de trois ou quatre licues de Tendroit

oit ils Vavoient Jaissé quclque jours .auparavant: Que-ld dessus le .canot de Mons.
Arché et les autres, se mit 4 terre et tout lc monde débarqua, etque Mr. Grant parloit.
avec I dit Mons. Kavanagh quelquetemps, en lui tendant-la main et apparemment”
avec amitié: Qu’aprts une heurre ousenviron,le canot de Mons. Arché partit en
laissant & terre’le dit Reinbard, ufr nommé Menville, métif; et le dit sauvage Joseph, v

- pour_les suivre dans un pétit canot de sauvage (que Mons. Arché avoit acheté pour

du fum) avec'le dit Kavanagh (le dit Mons. Arché ayant declaré, qu'il ne vouloit!

pas le laisser cntrer dansi sa propre.canot) les dits Reinhard Meaville et le'sauvage - -

disant; qu'ils alloient Iés rejoindre au spir: Que.le déposant croit bien quon ayoit |
“dessein avant que de laisser les dits Reinbard, Menville, et le'sauvage Joseph A terre; .
qu’ils menassent le dit Kavanagh 4 quelque, distance, et qu"il le tuassent, et que tout . -
le monde dans le canot de Mons Arclié en-avoit connoissance, lui le déposant ayant ™
entendu le dit Reinhard dire tout haut-au dit Menville dans le canot de Mons. Arché,

en presence des dits Messrs. Arché, Cadot, Grant, Rochon; et les autrés, en parlant
du dit Kavanagh-avant leur débaiquement *“qu’ il alloit. bientdt faire son“affuire;” par
.Jaquelle expression le déposant a bien compris qu'il voulsit dire qu'il alioit le tuer,
et que le dit Menville a paru au déposant y consenter; et se presenter-comme voulant |
aider au.dit‘Rei)nhargl dans P'execution de tel dessein, et de plos quil y zii'oft;quelqﬁe
conversation entre eux, toichant la répartition du butin- de Kavanagh, lui le dit

--Menvifle disant qu’il auroit son chapcau et un.autre, dont le-déposant ne dgguvient pas

‘du noim, disant qu’il-auroit ces bottes, et qu’ enfin le déposant.na point de doute que -

~ tout le monde dans-le canot de. Mons.Atché, n'ait parfaitement compris la: nature

” du’complot : Qu’ aprés aveir marché quelque temrps.d la distance de-deux lieaes, on
~ environ, lui le déposantct les -autres daos le canot de ‘Mons. Arché, sc sont encore "¢
;debarqués un peu avant ié coucher.du soleil, et que peu.de temps aprés ils entendirent -~

" ““un coup de fusil & quelque-distance; sur quoi un desimetifs nomwé Desmarais, qui

avoit paru mécontent du meitre, sexclama, en »parl{mt de Menvilley ¢ Ak, le chien'!

je paric quil aitué le prisomuer !” -Que quelghe. temps_aprds ils. vircut le dit canot de
: . wA e T e : .., LovUspuvag s

- < - f" v , - ot 1‘ PREY AN >
\ - -
. ~ f - - - - ¢
! v ) e
.ot ‘ : . ) NI VR
3 ' P . PR - 1
A .

&



-1

. - - .-

RED RIVER.SETTLEMENT. oy

-

_ 'sauvage tourner la pointe avec Reinhard, Menville et lo sauvage, mais que Kavanagh )
n'y étoit pas,” et que 13 dessus Mr. ‘Arché, Cadot, Griint et des autres accoururent . - i,
apparcmment avec |'intention dc dewander des nouvelles, et demarderdnt “si laffaire i ‘
btort faite?” A quoi les dits Reinhard, Menville etle sauvage out repondu, “ que oui :” - .

Y

Que quand le canot Sest approché, le déposant s'est appercu quiil y avoit du sang

-

- -dedans, ct que Reintiard, Menville, et'les autres se sont debarqués ct rejoints 3 eux CoST
autres : Que pendant toute la veillée tout le moude: parloit librement du meutre de - T
Kavanagh, et les dits Reinhard, Menville et Je sauvage, en ont raconté les circonstances R
sang menagement, et quils oht paru méme s'en vanter : ‘Que Menville en particulier e

a dit au déposant, en racontant les circonstances, que Kavanagh- s'etoit débarqué, et
qu'il alloit se rembarquer, quand Reinhard qui étoit derriére lui, a donné-un coup de
.. sybre X lépaule, et 'ensuite qu'il V'a piqué X travers le dos, que Li-dessus Kavanagh Y
. -auroit tombé en avant sur lercanot; ct s'étant relevé dans le méme instant que lui, :
», " Menyille I'a tir¢ A travers le col o0 bien la partic infericure de la téte, et que la cer-
' . elle auroit sorti de la téte; et quils out ensmite deshabilld lcrcorpst et T'ont laissé
./ tout diu sur les rochers: Gue les dits Reinhard, Menville ct le sauvage out apporté S
" dans le dit canot de savvage, tout le butin de Kavanagh, qui consistoit de deux valiscs i
" courertes de poil, unc.Geritoire, son lit, saitente, et puis les bardes qu'il avoit portés
* lors’ du ‘meutre: Que ses derniers consistoient d'un capot gris, un habit Llew,
unc veste que le déposant troit Ctre bleue, aussi une grande culotte giise, une
- chiemise de coton bleu et blanc, et puis une autre de laine, ses bas ct scs
souliers Trangois, et’ que le deposant 2 vu les habits transpercés de coups et tout
ensanglantés dans le canot: Que peu de temps aprds leur arrivée le metif Menville
. ¢t lc sauvage ont lavé U'habit la veste et les chemise dans la riviere : Que le méme
soir Reinhard ouvrit les valises de Kavanagh (en ayant trouvé les clefs, disoit-il, sur
- sa- personne) et repartit, ceux 13 de ses baides qu'il a trouvé dé la moindre valeur,
~__-parmi Jes hotnmes_en cachant les autres dans le bois, et quec Menville et le sauvage . .
" ont retenu ceux 1d que Kavanagh avoit portés sur sa persorme: “Que cétte repartition
eut licu dans la presence de Messrs, Arehé, Cadot et Grant, qui étoient autour du
feu on méme temps : Que le méme soir les dits Messieurs Arché, Cadot et Grast,
< ont cxaminé tous les manuscrits et papiers quon a trouvés dans les valises et
Pecritoire du défunt, que Mons. Arché -bruloit A.-mesure, et que le lendemain dans
- l¢ candt ils ont encorc ¢xaminé de’ces papicrs, aprés quoi le déposant a va
Mons. Arché et Cadot en_couler dans la rividre au moyen de picrfes enveloppées
» dédans ; et que Mons. Arché auroit remarqué, qu'il etoit bien-heureux qu’on avoit -
tué cethomme 1, comme cauroit éte bien dangereux ou desavantageux pour les gens
du Nord-Ouest sil “avoit rencontié les gens de my Lord; et le déposant dit deplus
. quil-a apporte & Montreal avec lui le dit capot que portoit le dit Kavanagh lors du
weutre, quil avoit tecu du dit La Pointe qui 'avoit obtenu'd’un des metifs en échange
« - pour un auhe, et que de dit capot est & present comme le déposant croit au gref de
-police: et”le déposant dit de plus, que le lendemain uprés le meutre, tout le partie- |
4 embarqué ensemble dans le canot de Mons. Arché, en laissant derritre cux le dit ;
canot dc sauvage: pour aller au Lac la Pluie, ol ils se sont rendus la troisieme ou ’
quatridme journée : Que le deposant a resté quelque temps, peut-&tre trois scmaines
“ou environ, au Lac la -Pluie, quand il en est parti accompagné de Mous. Deascet
trois autres hommes, Dumai, le dit Lapointe et Poirier, pour descendre au Foit
Willain: Qu'en passant le Lac Vermiglion ils ont rencontré lc capitaine D’Orsdunens
++ ‘.avec uba’ Drigade de six ou’sept.canots et cinquante hommes ou plus, quidesafait . .
* . virer, et qu'enfin lui le déposant; le"dit Reinhard, ct le dit La Poute, furent faifs .
prisonnicrs au Lac la Pluie, aprés’la prise de ce poste par le dit capitaine 1’Orsonnens.
) o ) La mayque de - SR

T

¢ Affirm? devant mot, A la Ville de Montreal, = ' . : < ‘
© - ce vingt-quatritme jour de Feviier, mil - HubertFaitle. - )
* buit centet div sept. o e ” h ’ -
N . (Signé) J. Fletcher. !
.~ (Copie.) . ; VR R P
- Mo, .5bus signé Charles De¢: Reinhard, in'étant rendu prisonnier 3 -capitaine  Inclositre
I'Orsennensau Lac la Pliie le 2d Oct. 1810, en conséquence de differentes circon- , S J( 2& Sher.

stances. arrivées depuis’le temps de mon service dans la-compaguie du Nord-Ouest, prooree of il 5
et pour ce.qui a rapport & Ia moart de Mr. O'Keveney,- fais yolontairement la declas April 117, -
- Tation sutvante ) o S . ) S 3
< Ayant fin} frewtemps de service commg colour sergent dans le régiment de Meuron,
Jai gtérecommandé par Mdnsieur.‘l)?.‘ lidutenant dc Mesgani, commandant de-ma
- compagnic-¥ " Messrs. William MeGitlivfay ct-M<Leod,” pour étre commis dans la e
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compagnie de Nort-Ouest, et j'ui obtenu cnsuite mon congé du regiment.le 24 Aprit
1816, par recommendation particulicre faite & Son Excellence le. Gouverneur
i _ S.G. Drummond. - .
" Je me.suis engagé avec la plus haute opinion que j'ai recu de Monsicur Messani,
pour servir avec tout le z8le possible une société la plus honorable et protégé par.le
. Gouverndiflent, et j'ai &té tres satisfait de partir pour le Nord en compagnie de
Moessrs. Lieutenans -Messani et”Brumley, qui avoient permission d'absence du regi~ -
ment pour six mois,sur la demande de Ix compagpie de Nord-Ouest, pour rendre un
compte impartial ati Gouvernement de tout ce qui se passeroit dans ce pais:
Durant la voydge j'ai‘entendu patler plusieursfois d’une opposition, san scomprendre
olt et comme elle étoit, jusqu'a ce que nous somines arrivés an Lac-la_Pluie, ol
- Mons. Messani m’informa que Mons. M°Leod souhaitoit que je -misse mon habit -
militaire, ainsi que mon camarade Heurter (Messrs. M“Gillivray, M*Leod: et Messani
pous ayant recommandé de les prendre avant le départ de Montreal) pour parditre
dans un conseil de sauvages qui eut lieu dans la chambre d'audience ot Messrs.
Messani et Bromley out été introduits comme capitaines, moi et Heurter i leur coté
-+ comme gens da roi. Mons. M°Leod dirigeoit le discours part interpiite et faisoit
expliquer aux sauvages ce qui s'etoit pass¢ dans la Riviere Rouge, oi Mr. Robertson
avoit pris le fort comime un volcur, les prisonniers maltraités, et aprés le pillage, tout
brulé, et ce qulon avoit & craindré d'autre violence: en consequence le Governe- - .
Tnent avoit envoyé Messrs. -les officers, pour voir que justice fut rendue; et que
Mons. McLeod invita les saumvages de prendre -parti avec' la compagnie de -Nord- -
Quest, et de leur donner assistance pour defendre leur droit. Sur quoi un chef des
sauvages ct 24 de ses jeunes gensapréssavoir regus des presens et ammunition, sont
parti.le lendemain avec la brigade, Ia moiti¢.dans leurs propres canéts, et la moitié
. dans ceux dela brigade. _ i
Arrivésau fort bas de la rivitre, Mr. M<Leod fit ouvrir les caises d'armes et armer
...... les Canadiens, on embarqua deux “pitces de”'canons de metal, et la-brigade monta
R jusqu'a’la riviere dé Mort, pour y attendre encore des canots de Athabaska, qui sont
", arrives le lendemain. . : g
Le 22 Juin la brigade est avancée dans-la Rivitre de Mort, et rencontra neuf
barges de colonistes, dont Mr. M‘Leud visita toutes les cassettes, coffres, &c. &c.
garda beaucoup de papicrs : il ne fit,prisonnicr que Mr. DPritchard, de qui les
premiers details des.evenemens qui ont-cu licu i la riviere Rouge fureat obtenu.

sa

Ayant rétrogradé jusqu“au canpement précédént avec les colonistes, Mr. Burke, -
. quf etoit blesse, et trois autres serviteurs de la conipignie de Hudson, ont é1é faits .
prisonniers, et mes tous assembles dans une tente dont javois la butveilla‘gce. ‘Le
- lendemain Mons. M°Leod et les autres proprietaires presens avec plusicurs’ commis, -
sont partis en canots, allege pour la fourche, ainsique Messrs. Messani et Bromley,
qui aussitdt aprés leur retour et des autres Messieurs i Ja Rividre de Moit, sont
' - partés avec Mr.-Hughes pour Fort William, pour apporter les nouvelles & Mr.-William
‘ M<Gillivray, et de 12 se rendred Montreal immnédiatement.” Aprés que la brigade fur -
rassemblée, on m'envoya avec les prisouniers au bas de la rivitre, €t la brigade se rendit
au Grand Rapide, craignant que Mr. Robertson n'intercepta les canots chargés d'Athe- -
. baska, et Messrs. M*Donnell ez-M=Lellan sont arrivés quatre ou cinq jours apres moi
au bas de fa rividre avec quinze bois-brulé, trois canons, dont deux: petits'de metal, et
un de fer, deux fusils de rampart, et environ cinquante fosils (muskets).de I'ancien model
de Varmée. Au retour de la brigade du Grand. Rapide les prisonniers ont, é emn- - -
barqués pour Fort William, et jai recu/la direction sou$ le commandement de Mons.
M-Lellan, de mettre le fort en €tat dé defence,. tant- contre Mr. Robertson, qui a été
supposé vouloir prendie ce poste de provisions, olt il y avoit 400 -ou 500 sacs de pemi-
can qu’ & recevolr les canotées, et 40 fusils en réserve, toujours-charués, chaque canot
de la compagnie de Hudson qui tenteroit de passer jc poste, "Ayant appris que le Milord
Setkirk étoit arrivé av Sault; avec grand nombre dhomunes, canous, &c. ‘on redonbla de
- vigilance au forf, M*Lellan fuisant croire 4 tout le monde, que le Milord étoit lear
.+ 7. .- plus grand ennemi, avilissant son caractere de toutes manilres, et representant le
pamphict dei Mr. Strachan comme parldnt de Milord, avec trop de moderation, pub-
lrant opinton de trois ‘avocats pour prouver la nullité de la chartre, et representant
Lord Selkirk comme agissant sans autorité, et faisant des-loix 3 sa fagon: Quéle-~ ~— =~
™ CGrouvernement etoit decidément cn faveur de la couipagnie de Nord Ouest, puisqu’it =~
- avolt envoyé deux-officiers pour voir que-tout etoit en régle: Que tout ¢e que fait -
" Loud Belkirk cest sans la connoissunce ou lagrément du Gouvernement.  Dans le
comtnericerient d’.Ao0t on apprit au bas de la Rividre qu’il étoit arrivé dans le-Lac -
T ‘ Ry o g v du '
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- du Bonnet une barge d’Anglois de la Baye D’Hudson avec peu de monde. DPar les
premiers. canots charfés pour Athabaska, il arriva un homme de cette barge, qui dit
qu'il ne pouvoit plus rester avec- Mr. Keveny qui commande cette barge, et que scs
camarades échappernient aussi 4 la premiere occasion; quelques jours aprds quatre
autres hommes decette barge sont arrivés avec des autres canots pour Athabaska.

Deux ou tiois jours aprés Mr. McLéod etant .arrivé du Fort William examina ; -

- les hommes dont un nonimé Hog a fait seriient, que Mr. Keveney.avoit cruellement
maltraité loi et ses camarades. Sur cela Mr. M°Leod donna un warrant contre g,
et nomma moi et un de ses propres hommes-nommé Castalo comme constables pour .~
aller l'arréter au Portage o1 les gens Vavoient abandonné, Mr. MLeod ordonna six
bois-brulés avec moi pour assistance; enarrivant sdr les dix heures du matin, jai
trouvé Mr.. Keveney dans sa tente, et je lui ai annoncé ma mission, le faissant pri-
somiier au nom du Roi; il fut trés surpris, et saisit ses pistolets pour se defendre ;
lui ayant representé que son opposition 2 la loi servit une cause igeyitable de sa
mort_immediate, il resta tranquifle et demanda a voir le warrant par lequel il _éié
arrété, I'ayant lu il vint de nouveau furieux, et j'dvois beducoup de peine & empécher
les bois-bralés de le tuer. Mons. Keveney fut ammené " prisonnier au bas de la
Rividre. J’ai laissé linterpréte Primean pour avoir soin de ses propriétés déjd sous
la charge de son commis nommé Cawby, et de son domestique un Irlandois. ~Arrivé
au fort avec le prisonnier, il eit une vive dispute avec Mr. M= Lellan, prétendant ne:
pas €tre sous la jurisdiction du Canada, étantsur leterritoire de la compagaie de la
Baye d’Hudson ; il pretendoit étre independant des lois du Canada. Le lendemain, -
vers les dix heures, il fut embaraé pour Fort William avec cinq bois-brulés, a qui
Mons. M Lellan remit desfers, pour en faire usage en cas que le prisonnier fit =
résistance. J'ai ensuvite appris des bois-brulés que arrivés au Portage, le prison-
nier se conduisit de manitre 4 les obliger de e garrotter, et lui mettre les fers aux-
mains.. _Le commis de Mons. Keveney. (Cawby) étant abandonné se rendit au fort,
demanda & Mons. M®. Lellan de Tecevoir contre un recu la barge avec la charge, et -
de lui accorder la liberté, et encore un homme pour retourner avec un petit canot au -
Tort Albany, d'olt ils étoient venus. Le recu a été délivré pour quatre veaux,
une alumbic, une caisse d’armes, des guarts de beeuf sallé, farine, &c. &c. Au. -
retour de Primeau au fort, il délivra des papiers de Mons, Keveney & Mr. M¢ Lellap,
et garda pour lui les habillemens qual (Mr. Keveney) uvoit laissés en partant
pour Fort William, et fit en outre présent & Mr. M< Lellan de livres, flacons & vip,
chandelliers, tasses, et autres petits articles. Parmi les papiers il y avoit des in-
structions imprimée de la compagpie dé la Baye d’Hudson. J'ai appris que
Mouns. M¢ Donnell ayaut rencontré le prisconier et les cinq bois-brulés, remplaca
les cinq bois-brulés par deux jeune Canadiens et un sauvage, comme guide pour-
conduire le prisonnier au Lac la Pluie. Messrs. Stuart et Thompson ayant ren-
contré trois ou quatre jours aprés ce ‘canot,-le firent retourner; les Cana-
diens ‘et le, sauvage s'étant disputé, ils'se separérent, et les Canadiens ignorant
le chemin 1'ont pu plus suivre leur. route, ont abandonné le prisonnier dans une .-.
petit isle, et sont réste dans une autre isle pas loin de lui. - Mr, Stuart etant <~
arrivé au bas de la rivitreavec la nouvelle que Fort William etoit pris, M Lellan
Fénvoya avec un canot allege A Athabaska, . pour avertir Mr., M Leod,
et un autre 4 la Rividre Rouge pour avertic Mons. M Donpell, qui arriva
au. bas de_la_ rividre lc..4-.Septembre dans la puit avec les bois-brulés et
des sauvages. Pendanttojs ¢e tempson attendoit Mr. Keveney, qui narrivoit point,
ct on conjecturojt,.ou quete Sauvage lavoit tue, ou.que les Canadiens s'etoient: | -
£gurés, ou que ‘e canot avoit fait naufrage. -Le ciiq de Septembre Messrs. ™
M<Donnell et McLellan ont assemblé tout le mond€ au bas.de la rivitre pour un

- conseil ; onrepresenta dans une. proclamation la prise de Fort Willial, ‘et les dangers
* qu'on courroit.en perme{tant & 'ennemi de’ pénétrer plus avant, et.demanda:ceux qui
_voudroient se rendre vojontairement au Lac la-Pluie de Sannoncer. La plus part
- ayant refusg, ct-prefere défendre leurs Yerres 3 1a rividre Rouge, Mons. M¢Lellan en
prit un canet allege: avec Moins. Grant, Cadot ¢t moi, sept bois-brulés -et son..

" domestique, un 'Canadien, -dans l'intention de se rendre au Lac la Pluie, pour .
apprendre des nouvelles, et ea niéme temps, chercher 4 decouvrir ce quetoit devenu
Mr. Keveney. - Pendapt le' voyage la conversation générale étoit qui si_ou Je
trouvoit il falloit le tuer, etant un ennemj deteriniué de la compaguie, et qu’il pourroit -

:_ fare; beaucoup de dommiagi=d la-fivitre,Rouge, si dans le temps'il avoit occasion de.

“~prendre vengeance. Apres quatre jours de” marclie, Je-sauvage s'est trouvé prés
. d'une petite rividre; quelques heures aprés on a appercu les Canadiens auxquels | &
. Mr. M¢Lellan a administré beaucoup d'invectives et plusieurs coups de perche, pour .
LR P TEm e AL . -7, avair
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avoir battu le sauvage et abandonné le prisonnier ; les bois-brules ont insulté les
Canadiens, pour avoir emp&ché au sauvage de tuer le prisonnier, qui disoient il auroit
dd étre mis d mort au moment qu'il fut pris. _Mr. M¢Lellan s'ctant informé ov il
pourroit trouver- le prisonnier, -l prit les Canadicns dans le canot, le sauvage y étant’
déjé. recouvert d’'un manteau Ecossois, afin de w'étre pas-reconnu. Mr. M-<Lellan en
fut furieux en arrivant  lisle ot le prisonnicr avoit ¢t¢ abandonné, sans le trouver,
cioyant quil-setoit cchappé du coté de la-Baye ’Hudson, ct chercha chez toiis les
sauvages ]usq}u 3 cc quil le trouva par sa tente “quijetoit prés d’une famille de
. sauvaues, a_qui Mc<Lellan fit présent de rum ct tabac, et traita un pétit candt pour

\

fare ewbarquer- le pu;onmer avee moi un bois-bruilé et le sauvage, disant 3 moj, . _

« faites crore au prisonnicr quil doit descendre au Lac la Pluie; nous ne powdons pas -
- e tuer ici parmi les sawcages; nous vous altendrons plus loin, et quand Tous troyveres
« zw/em[: ot favorable; wous saves ce que vous avez a faire” Sur quoi il partit, .
environ trois quarts d’heure aprés que les femmes sauvages eurent fini de-gommer le
petit candt, jui fait embarquer le, prisonnier avec tout son baggage; & T'exception d’un
valise et un portemanteau, qui furent mis daus le candt de Mons.: M-Lellan,
et environ un quart de lieue de 1 la rividre faisant un coude, et Mr. Keveney ayant
demandé de mettre pied 2 terre pour sey besoins, j'ai dita Menville (le bois-brulé) nous
» somnes assez loins des sauvagces, tu peux tires quand il sera proche pour se rembarquer,
Ie sauvage tenoit le canét par dcvant, et 0 j'ctois aussi terre, quand Mons. Keveney
dpprocln pour sembarquér, Menville lui lacha son coup de fusil, dont'le contenu lui
traversa le col. et comme jai vu que le coup n'étoit pas assez mortal et que Mons.
Keveney vouloit encore parler, ¢tant tombé en avant sur le canot, je lui ai passé mon
sabre par derriére Ie-dos contre le ¢ coeur, & deux reprises, a.fin de terminer ses souf-
fiahces; etant bienmort ils depouiller éntle cadavre, etle porterdnt dansles bois M'étant
rendu’au camp de Mons. M® Lellan qui en voyant arriver Je petit canot, envoya
Messrs. Graut et ‘Cadot, pour uie demander si Mr. Keveney étoit tué, ayaut re-

~— pondu qu’ oui, ils minformerént que Mous. M¢ Lellanles avot envoyés pour me.

donner la direction de dire; qu 11 n'cst pa&tuc,: sur-quoi je leur dis quil est tué et
que je ne le cacherois pas, puisqu’ il étoit executé par ses ordtes. Arrivé au camp
AMc Lellan a demandé les details du ineutre, que je luj ai donnés comme ci-dessus,

‘et je lui ai remis sa tente, son lit, et tout le bagage, il examina tous les papiers pen-

- dant Ja nuit, brulant les uns, et gudant les autres, -et le reste 1l remit a ma discre-
tion ; jal dlstrxbué entre les boxa-hrulés quelques habxllcmcns portés. . Mr., Grant
demandoit la tente, et Mi. Cadot ditfercus amclcd, et je comptois de gar dér un cofite

avec des habillemens fins poul ma part, mais fout fut laissé en cache pour Je lctom

du Lac la Pluic., Nous arrivime le 13 Septembre au soir au fort Lac la Pluie, ou
trowvant que le fort n'étoit pas occupé par le-partrde Lord Selhirk, Mr. M¢ Lellan
proposa de se rendre au Tort William, pour obtenir des mtellmcnccs, ce qui ayant

- é1é refusé par les bois-brulés, il me propesa d'y descendre dams un petit canot,

- avec deux ou trois Canadians; mais M. Lease, ayant sa famille au fort, demanda

- et obtint dy aller & ma_place. Mr. M* Lellan partit pour le bas dc la riviere le dix-
- Septembre, et moi, jetois pour rester au Lac la Plue jusqu’ du retour de Mr. Dease.
.oLe deux Octobre,, de grand matin, - Ja1 regu-une lettre de; capt. D "Orsonnens, qui

- avoit appris par les sauvages que jetois ld; lxl wm’avertissoit de. ne pas fuir de

. Tendroit, qu k. ayoxt abqolumcnt a me pail lu conccrnam. Ies attitites de 14 Riviere, -
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. Rouge, m’envoyant au méne temps une copie de la- proclamatian, du Gouvernement.
Cnpxtamc DOrsonnens étant arrivé sur les deux ll(;uvcs ;ave¢ Mons. Dease, et

. m a)ant e\phun les circonstances des deux compaghics, rct quc. ceuy du Nyrd-
« . Oucst étoient 4 la Rivitre Rouge, servient considéiés commd rebelles au (;ch) ne-,

""‘“mént;@nlsmpel sistoient dans leurconduite. Je fus de plus surpiis de cette yoavelle,

. ¢t surtout fremis d*horreur en pensant au. crime affreuy. suquel ccs Mesars, 'de Nord-.

Ouest mavoient fait pa.rucxper peu de jours- aupm\wnt sur;la personne de Mr./

Keveney';-ayant cru Jgsqu 4 ce momentla m'étre conformé, agx.veeux du Gouverne- -
" 'ment, sur quoi je m¢ rendis pnsonmer au mpxtamc l)O‘rooémcns, et lui donnai

tous les detalls cx-dcssus. , (errncd) .Cka* De Réinhar d, b

. Iort villiam. le 28 O: ctobf - 1816, . Commis. de I Compagnie de Nord-Ouest.

« Y -
\(’_)m .y

Before Thomas Eal of Selkirk, onc of 11is Majesty's Ju ustices assigned to keep
" the Peace in the Western district of ,Upper Canada, and also iu the Indian terns
. tories,” or' parts ‘of America. not within the prOvmces of Upper or Lower. Canada,
appealcd Charles Réinhard, charged with the“ermie of murder, : who bc:;nw exa--
mmed confessed that he’ 'ho.d assmtcd in nlmdx.rm« M T Onen Keve eney, and gave
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- in the annexed statement, written with his own hand, and signed with his name,
declaring that thé' sime contained a true account of ‘the vtransactlon, aud of the
reasons by which he was misled to participate in such a-crime.

o . (Signed) Cha* Reinhard,
* Commis. de la Companme de Nord-Ouest.
Declared before me at Fort William, on) °
the 3d day of November 1616
In presence of e
« (Smned) .
- - F. Mathey, Capt late De Meuron Reat.
John I¥. Dease.,.
Witnesses. | John dilan.”

(Signcd) ' Sellirk, J. .

Alexander Bridport. . -
. ' Becher-. - ~
A troe copy of the on«mal confession in the Police Office, Montneal 22d Fe-
broary 1817. - (Sloned) . J M. Moua’elqt, J P.

-

" John Pntchard late' of Red River settlement, ia the distrxct of Asstmbome in the .

territorics of the Hudson's Bay company, gentleman, being duly sworn, deposeth’
-and saith, that he was during the 13 years next preceding, and until the year 1814,
a clerk in the service of the North-West company ; tbat durmcr nine"years of that
- period, -he was resident principally in the district of ASSmxbome, and during the last
two years had the charge of the North-West fort at Qui Appelle ; that from personal
experience of the-pleasantness of the climate, and the fertility of the soil, and from
a conviction of the benefit, that would result from the establishment of a colony
amongst_the natives, towards whom _ his long wesidence amongst them had excited
feelings of strong attachment, this deponcnt was desirous of becommg a settler in
that country That he conceived.it would be’ becowring in him to obtain for this
purpose “the consent of his former employers, although there was no legal obligation
on him to receive their sanction. That in the year 18314, he went in consequen«.e to
Fort William, with a view to.obtain their approbation.” That when at Fort-William
Be addressed himself on the subject to William M<Gillivray, Esq. the head of the

" RED RIVER SETTLEMENT. : T8

Inclosure

3)
in Sir J. C. Sher-
brooke’s, of Sth
Aprl a817.,

North-West company, through the intervention of! Mr. John. Haldane, one of the

v

" North-West partners,-and offered to -expend the whole amount of his earnings in their
service, in the purchase of goods from them, with which he would return asa settler ;

-and offered also to bind himself in the sum of one thousand pounds not to oppose-
* their interest in trade. or to form any connexion with the Hudson's Bay compdny as

traders ; that 'this deponent received for answer, that Mr. M“Gillivray, as agzent for
the N orthw\Vest company, could not consent to_his return on- those condmons, but
offered him a settlement in the ncighbourhood of York, in Upper Canuda, in which
he should havé the full support of the-North-West company ; that this deponent had
afterwards interviews with the said William M:Gillivray, at Fort William, in which
" the lattér confirmed the statement and offers made throligh the intervention of the
" said Haldane, as beforc-mentioned ; that ‘this ‘déponent was about the same time
given te understand; by one of the clerks of the' North-West company, that he had
better agree to.the propositions made to~bim; for, if he attempted to rcturn to Red
" River, contrary to- the- inclination. of his emplovers, he would be murdered .on the

_way ;.and, in consequence of this intimnation, this deponent was induced to’ seem
tacitly.to_acquiesce in the offers made to him, but without giving-any express assent” .

thereto. Thatthis deponent afterwards, to-wi ity in the Summel of 1814, came down

from' Fort William - to -Montreal, without going fo York;, and was_thcre offered .

encouragement’by Thomas T ham, in the advance of goods on th prt of the. Nrth-

West company, which oﬂers‘pe rejected, and ‘expressed his determination of proceed-

" ing to London. That thereupon the said Thomas Thain; whe is one of the partners
of theé NorthWest company, solicited from' this depouent a promise that he would nqt
+ see the Earl of Selkirk, -or any- -of the members of the Hudson’s Bay com;pagy after
his arrival in _London, uptil “the. friends of the said Thomas Tham ﬁmd of  this
depoheiit,’ should Tigve previously met and consuhted together ; and that this deponeut

e .That after this, arrreement and before thls‘dépdneut had quitted- Montreal, -thiss’
" “deponent was informed by Donald McKenzie, Esq. now an agent of the North- Wcst
company, on the -river bvlumbla, and brother - to Rodeuck M‘I&cnzxe, Esq. “of .
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was induced to -agree to the wishes of. the’ sa;d ’1h0mas Thain in this pamculan. L
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- Oserrebonne,"a partner in‘the North-West company, that it was the intention of the
North-West company to seduce and inveigle away as many of the colonists and" *
settlers at Red River as they could induce to join them; and after they should have .

- thus diminished their means of defence, to raise the Indians of Lake Rouge, Fond

du Lac and ather places, to act and destroy the'settlement ; and that it was also their
intention to bring the governor, Miles M*Donnell, down to Montreal as a prisoner,
by way of degradifig the authority under which the colony was established. in the
eyes of the natives of that country. That this deponent, impelled by a desire to
serve the interests of humanity, and a wish to prevent the. destruction of a colony,
which he thought likely to become a useful as well as flourishing_establishment,
thereupon ‘communicated the information he had received to Colin Robertson, an

agent of the Hudson’s Bay company, who was then in Montreal. That the’said

Colin Robertson in consequence provided this deponent with the means of going to
Red River by Hudson’s Bay, a circuitous ronte of 4,000"miles, which was chosen in
order to avoid the risk of being intercepted by any of the North-West company.
That the object of this deponent in thus renouncing his projected journey to England,
and in travelling to Red River, was to apprize Governor Miles M*Donnell of the
danger to which the settlement and himself were exposed, and to avert the evils with

"~ which they were menaced. That this deponent set out on his journey from Montreal
./ on the 28th day of October 1814, but did not arrive at Red River before the 15th

of April next ensuing, although he lost as little time as possible on the journey, which
he was obliged to perform almost wholly upon snow shoes. That on reaching the
settlement at Red River, this deponent found that a great part of the measures,
which, as aforesaid, Donald M°Kenzie had informed this deponent it was the
.intention of the North-West company to adopt, hadalready. been carried into
execution; -to wit, that many of the colonists had been seduced to join Duncan
Cameron, a partner of the North-West company, to whose fort, in the vicinity of the
settlement, they had retired, and to which place they had-conveyed the cannous df
which they had plundered the colonial store. That the 'day following the arrival of
this deponent, the Governor,”Miles MDomell, was arrested by some of the servants
of the North-West company ; one of whom,. in virtue of a warrant from Archibald
Norman M<Leod, one of the partners of the said company, for a breach of the peace,
declared tothe said Miles M“Donnell, that he arrested him in the name of the King, and
exhibited at the same time his warrant, but did not require the said Miles-M*Donnell
to follow him, or to attempt to enforce his pretended arrest. That shortly after,

“while Miles M® Donpell continued at large, -Alexander M*Donnell, a partner of the'

North-West company, arrived at Red River from Qui Appelle, with several batteaux,

; and seven Indians, most of whom were chiefs of the Cree nation. That these

Indians paid the said -Miles M® Donnell a -visit, and thereupon’ the said Miles
M Donnell caused some liquor to be set™before them, as a mark of civility they
would most value. That the said Indians declined tasting the liquor, and in conse-
‘quence, the, persons present, among whom -this deponent was one, drank thereof in

' presence of the Indians, to remove the suspicions they could not but perceive the
- Indians had been wrought upon to entertain ;, that immediately after this, the Indians
also drank, .and said they. had been told by those in the employ of the North-West:

compsny, that they would be presented with poisonied liquor, but ‘that- they had not
given credit to the information, although they had not at first been willing to taste

.. theliquor. That the Indians thed inquired of the said Miles M* Donnell,’ what: was

his object at Red River ; and when he informed them of his"pldns of establishing
colony, and cultivating the ground, they wished him success, and declared that they
" would not -make: war upon the settlers, ‘although they intimated that they had been
solicited so to do. “'That the said Miles offered to-make the atd Indiapspresents
before they took ‘leave. of “him ; but they- declined accepting them; 'stating, that if
they received any thing from him, the North-West ¢ompany would not give them

" the rewards they had promised them for coming at that-ime to Red River, which -
.~ “were to consist, they declared, in the presence of this deponent, of guns, liquor, and

clothing: That on the morning of the departure-of these Indians, almost all the

. plough horses belonging to the eolony were hilled, by-being shot with arrows.” That”
. these acts were committed, as the deponent afterwards learned, from the acknowledg-

ment of the perpetrators themselves, by the bois-brulés métifs, or half-breeds, in the

tions of bois-brulés métifs, or hdlf-breeds; all which denominations have but one
meaiiing, are illegitimate’ children of the .partners and servants of the North-West

compuny, ‘chiefly by slave wonien tahen 'prisoners’in .war’ by the natives of the -
X Y ‘ " country,
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country, who have been purchased from the natives by the traders in that country;
and that some of those ,who acknowledged to have been concerned in killing lt{e
horses, told the deponent, that they had chosen the morning of the departure of the
Indians, with a view of inducing them, the settlers, to believe that it was the Indians
who had destroyed the horses. T hag subsequent toithis, the palf-breeds in the service
of the North-West campany, drove away the European cattle belonging to the
settlfnent, to an encampment at a place cq.lIed‘Fro‘ -Plain, within the distance of
three or four miles from the settlement, where Alexandey M° Donnell, one of the
partners of the North-West company, had stationed himselfi with a large party of
Canadian and half-breed servants of the North-West company, and whither he had -
caused to be conveyed two of the brass cannon, of which the colonial store had been
plundered as aforesaid. That after this, Loughlin M°Lean, a clerk of the North-
" West company, who bad arrived from the Saskatehawine, with a party of half-breeds
or bois-brulés, went-from house to house amongst such of the settlers as the North-
West company’s agents had been enabled to seduce,, obliging them to deliver up to
him the arms which had been given them as militie men;, from the colonial store.
The said Loughlin M¢ Lean also took with him some of. the settlers, ds prisoners, to- ’
the encampment at Frog Plain, where they were confined, and one was menaced with
being delivered over to the half-breeds to be scourged. That after every mode of
disuniting, harassing, and alarming -the settlers had been resorted to, the servants,
clerks, and others of the North-West company, camc at divers times in large bodies _ ]
to make attacks upon the government-house, the only place capable of any defence. &
That under cover of a wood, at a smalll distancé of the government-house, they
repeatedly fired off their guns against it; and during one of their attacks, three per-
sons were wounded, one of whom, to wit, John Warren, died of his wounds ; another
.of whom, to wit, Alexander Ms Lean, lost the use of his hand, and was afterwards
murdered in the massacre of the following year; and the last of whom, to wit,
Duncan M° Donald, complete!y recovered, .but was also murdered in the massacre P
- *. of the ensuing year. That in'fine; Alexander M¢ Donnell; the North-West partnet .~
aforesaid, came with his party and cannon from Frog Plain aforesaid, and took pos-
_ session of the house in which this deponent lived, as his head quarters, established an
encampment near the government-house, and raised a battery against it within about
400 yards, on which he planted some artillery. That the governor, Miles MDonnell,
hoping, as he informed this deponent, if he delivered himself up to the North-West
company, that they would treat the colonists with more humanity, because on various
occasions they* had declared that they would be satisfied and-molest the settlers no
more, after the said Miles should be in their power, canie voluntatily forward, and
delivered himself into their hands. That after the said Miles M Donnell had thus
delivered himself up, the attacks upon the ~éovemmeut—liouse were renewed by the
party.of North-West servants-from Duncan Cameron’s fort, and the inhabitants were
fired upon, who thereupon finding that it would be to no purpose to endeavour to
anaintain their possessions against the force of the North-West company, were com-
_ pelled to absndon the settlement, .which they quitted about-the end of June 1815,
after having several of théir housés burnt to the ground by their dssailants, the
remainder of which, _werg “subSequently burnt. That the -Indians in the' vicinity .
- endeavoured to put 2 stdp to the aggressions of the North-West company, andas « -
this deponent was told by themselves, had requested those belonging to the-North- -
_ West, company to make peace with the settlers, for, which endeavours and proposal
* they were. ridiculed by the servants of North-West company, and’ were told by them, _/
>to fight for the settlers if they chose.; That they were assisted and protected by “*" - -
Indians in_their retreat, as far as their assistance;was required ; and that upon depart- 33
ing from‘then’ at' Lake Winnipic, two- of the Indian chiefs made speeches to ‘the
— settlers, in whicli-they expressed*thieir wishes that the colonists"would come back in_ .
such numbers as to maintain themselyes at their settlement, and added, that‘tbey,vth‘g' ;
Indians, would be at the same place about the time the young duck would begin to B
fly (meaning about the middle of summer,) and hoped' to meet and assist the settlers
on their return, C Tl AP R
.. That this deponent proceeded from thence with the rest of the’ colonists to Jack
- River, in the Hudson's Bay territories, where the Hudson’s Bay Compény have a!

x
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-, -+ trading-post, and where the colonists arrived early in July 1815. - That- Mr-Colin !

obertson, a gentleman in ‘the service of the Hudson’s Bay company, arrived at * - ]
Jack River with a large party of "Canadians in the morth of August following, and .
“offered to take back .to Réd-River,#nd toiprotectthe colonists whom. he found at ' -
Jack River ; an offer which the salt -coloniéts, amongst whom -was” this depenent,”. * . -
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Jowﬁ:IIVﬂCCCpted That the colonists in consequence returned, accompanied by thc
said Colin Robertson and about twenty of his wmen, to their fields at Red Rit}er.
:and that of the houscs which were Ieft standing at the ime Sf their departure,-all -
had been burnt during their absence, and that the greater- par} of the pickets and
feuces of the inclosed land had been also dcstroycd to"ether with the mill. “That
notwithstanding the injury that Thad been done to the grain: by the encmy, a pretty
good crop was, harvested and -secured; and in the month of March 1815, Mr.
- Alexander M< Donnell, the Sheriff of the setilement (whose name is the same as that
) of Alexander M Donnell, the north-west partner) arrived at Red River; with a
number of familics, which, including servants, amounted to about 1()0 persons.
That this deponent had been directed to g0, aud had gone, to a post called Fort
Daer, in the plains i the Hudson’s Bay territories, at the distance of about
" —-=" - go miles from 1he settlement,. for the purpose of providing " provisions, which could
) be more readily procured there than at the settlement. That the suid Sheriff

Me Donnell came, with about 160 persons, shortly after to Fort Daer, in, the vici-

. nity of which Peter Pangman dit Bostonois, one of the leadgrs in the attacks made-
upon the colony the precedmtr Spring, with several others of the half-breeds con-
cerned in those transactions, bad established themselves by orders, as they informed

this deponent, on the part of the North-West company. \That this deponent en- -

_deavoured to conciliate the said half-brecds, and was successful, when they" were

. removed from the influence of the partners of the North-West company, and had
wrought so far on many of them in a short period during which that isfluence had
.. not been exerted, that they requested this deponent to draw ‘up a petition for them -
to the Catholic Bxshop at Quebec, that a priest might be sent amongst them to_give
them wgligious instructions. That°the said half-breeds declared that they bad been
misled by the represvntanons of the partners of the North-West company to raise
their hands against the colonists, for which they expressed their sorrow. That in
the month of November 1b15,“th|s deponent rteccived information that Alexander _
Fraser, a clerk of the North-West company at:the river Qul‘Appdle, had ordered
Mr. John M- Kay, of the Hudson’s Bay cofpany, to quit the Hudson's, Bay. post
at that place, and had even pointed at his fort one,of those. pieces of artillery that
“« - bad been taken from the colony the preceding Spring,- with a threat, that_unless he
consented to leave the place in twenty-four. hours, he would blow him and the fort’
: . to hell; and that the said Fraser, at the same time sworé, thdt as long as he had
a heart in bis body, 'a colony should never be established in Red River. That
about the same period, this deponenit received a lctter from Colin ‘Robertson, inti-
mating, that jn cousequence of the violent measures of the North-West company at
Qui Appelle, and in consequence also of a specch ot the aforesaid Duncan Cameron
to the Indians, the tendency of which was, as the Indian interprcter. Nolin several
times informed this deponent, to advise the “Indians to drive away the settlers, and
to threaten them with the power of his medicine (to wit a ball which be had in his
hand,) if _they-did not comply ;' he the said Colin Robertson had taken, possession of
_,,_,_.—»——-'*”’the sald ‘Duncan Cameron’s fort at Red River, and had alse taken the said Duncan-
,Cameron prisoner; and that the said Robertson found in the said Duncan Cameron's

; fort, two pieces of artillery, ‘2 number of muskets, and many other articles belong-

. ing to ithe colony; but that " the said Colin Robertson, after this measure of. self-

- defmce, and after keeping possession of the fort for twenty-four hours, reinstated

' the said Duncan Cameron, under a promisc that the said Duncan Cameron would

. ’ for the future so conduct himself as not to, endangerthe lives of the settlers, or

- ) inveigle away the servants of the establishiment. That in the course of:the

- winter 1815 and 1816, this deponent and those who were with him, were much.

" alarmed by reports that the North-West company were assembling at different
posts in the north, numbers ‘of the half-breeds, for the purpose of driving. the -
‘settlers ¢ away, and that they were- enpected to_arrive at the settlement carly in ‘the
Spring ; that the nearer the Spring appronchcd these reports became the more

- prevalent, and letters ‘received from different posts ‘confirmed them. That the
hunters and thosc free Canadians who had sapplicd, the settlers- with provisions, "

. were much terified with the dread of the vengeance the North-West company .

. might inflict upoo thiem, for the support they had "wen the settlers.  That the halt- -
brceds, who bad been stationed 'near Fort Dac.r ‘and had, durmﬂ some time as

-, aforesaid, appearcd to be well- inclined, and had got” this deponent to write'a’

' petition for them as aforcsaxd to the Bishop of Qucbec, began, about ‘the tire of
_these reports,-to-show a dispusition towards violence, ;and threatcued to shoot the -
borse of one_of the humers who supphed the settlers. That in the month of _____
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) March 1816, Alexander Fiaser, a balf-breed, the same who has.been already men- -

tioned, ‘as having threatencd to blow up the post at Qui Appelle, belonging
Hudsun's Bay company, and onc Hesse, also”in the service of the North-
». company, arrived at the post where the half-breeds were stationed, near - ¥ort Daer,
| %gx\‘hich excited uncasipess, as the said Fraser was known to be vivlent, and a'leader
4 «of e half-breeds.  That on his arrival, the said Fraser scat threateniug messages to
" ‘the_principal huuter for the settlers, and excrted himself to alarm and seduce the
. ~'servants'and scttlers, a, report being at that time prevalent that a party of half-
breeds were” to- be sent hy the North-West company from Fort des Prairies, on
the Saskitcheware river, as soon as the mclting of the snow would admit of theic
travelling ; and the language of every free Canadian to the seftlers was, « Méfiez- -
vous bien, pour I'amour de Dicu meficz-vous bien.”/” About the'same time, this
deponent learncd that the half-breed servants of the North-West company, who
were in the plains, were ordercd to assemble at the North-West company’s post
near Fort Dacr, and did actually assemible there, which occasioned serious appre--
hensions for the safety of the scttlers. That, about the 19th of March 1816, Hugh -
M¢<Lean arrived from the settlement at Red River, with a letter from Colin Robert-
son to Mr. MDonuell, the Sheriff, informing him, that in consequénce of baving
discovered the plans of Duncan Camcron, he, the said Robertson, bad taken the said -
Cameron prisoner, and possession of his fort. That in a few hours'after the receipt
o of this letter, the said Sheriff M<Donnell procceded, with two constables and several -
other persops, to the suid North-West company’s house, near Fort Daer, and
arrested Messrs. Pangman, Fraser and Iesse, before-named.  That the said Sheriff
thén requested the said Pangman to deliver the key of the store, which having -
reccived, the suid Sheriff requested one of the North-West company’s servants to
- - open the door, and deliver to him the arms-and ammunition it contained; which '
were conveyed with the prisoners'to Fort Daer. . That at Fort Daer an inventory
was taken of 'the said warlike stores, in presence of the prisoners, and signed by
veral persons at Fort Daer; a copy of which inventory was offered to the said
- Pangman, which he refused to accept. That the said Sheriff M*Dounell then told
the %id Pangnan, that sclf-defence, and the security of the lives of the, settlers,
obliged himn to take the steps be had donme; at the same time, the said Sheritt
B offered the said Pangman the key of the store, to the end that he might appoint any
\ person, in whom he had confidence, to transact the business of the North-West
‘ company ; and further said, that far from wishing td molest their trade, he would -
be ready to_give it any protection’in his power. That this offer was repeatedly made. .
tothe said- Pangman, and as often rejected. - That on the second. day after their
arrest, ‘the said Pangman,” Frasér and Hesse, - were sent down as prisoners to
. Governor Semple, at the settlement at Red River. That about eight days after .
their arrest, the North-West cothpany’s servants at that post came to inform the ”
‘persons at Fort Daer, that they were: about to abandon the place. That previous
, + to this, only thé armsand ammunition had been taken from the North-West company’s
. post, the securing of which had becn considered necessary for the safety of the settlers';
# «_ " butas soon asit was;ascex‘taiucd that no onc would remain in charge of the other pro-
+* perty; it 'was brought ‘over to Fort Daer, rather than it’should remain exposed, in the: P s
absence of those to whose employers it belonged. An inventory of the said pro-
. perty hud been taken Very shortly after the arrest of .the said Pangman, Fraser and"
Hesse, without, however, any intention of removing the’same, if the servanls of - -
the North-West company had chgsen to continue in the "charge thereof. That the '
property-so removed to Fort Daer was afterwards sent down to Gavernor Semple,
at Fort Douglass, or the scttlement at Red' River, -in virtue of a written order from
thesaid Governor Semple to this deponent, stating, that in consequence of the
North-West company having seized the property of the Hudson's' Bay company, in
Peace River, it would be'necessary to hold something.as a pledge for its restoration.
. That this depenent afterwards understood, that Governor Segxple had causcd the
' said Pangman, Fraser and Heésse, to be: liberated, upon giving sccurity to keep the
peace, after-they had expresscd contrition for their past conduct. That this deponent,
about the 26th April ¥316, left Fort Daer, with the colouists and servants who had:
wintered thef§, and arrived at Fort Douglass, or the settlement at-Ited River, about
- - the goth day of April 1816 ; and that in the eourse of two or three “days; the
settlers were placed vpon their respective Tots of fandfrom the fort downwards. That. b
towards the latter.end of May, the Governor mformed this deponert, that he * T
. expected a large supply~of pemican from Qui Appelle, as.well for the supply of |
__the settlemcnt, as, for ‘the vsé of the H udson’s’ Bay comipany’s ‘traders. That the -, ~
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- ?pemica\n not arriving, the Goverpor, “under some anxiety, sent a free Canadian to
- . /'Brandon House, about half way hetween Qui Appellc and the Red River settlemcat,
..~ 1o obtain intelligence respecting it. That this messenger, after five or six days
absence, returned, saying, he had been inlercepted on the road by the North-West .
*-company’s servants, and conducted to their establishment néar Brandon House, -
-where Governor Semple’s letter was taken ftom him. - He ias then allotved to pro- .
. ceed by those who had plundered him; to wit, M. Fidler, of Erandon House, on
‘\ condition of his bringing back no letter. That; therc the said" Fidler informed the
L messenger, that the half-breeds had taken all the Goats with pemican shortly after
R they had left Qui Appelle, and ‘that-all the officers and servants of the Hudson’s
Bay-company, together with the boats of-pemican, had. been- taken to the Norths
.+ West company’s fort at Qui Appelle, where Alcxander M Dopnell commanded.
“That the intelligence brought by this“messenger was some-time afterwards cone
firmed by the amival of ‘some of the servants who had been taken to’ Alexander
MDonnell’s fort at Qui Appelle, with the boats and pemican, and had been
liberated upon giving an engagement not to take up arms against the North-West
company. Tbat the same seryants, and Sutherland, who commanded at the Hudson’s-
Bay post at Qui Appelle; related, that the half-breeds in service of the North-
West company were contipually vowing the destruction, of the colony, and that the
said North-West partoer, Alexander il‘Donnell, declared, that the half-breeds
gnd the North-West company were one, and that the balf-breeds were his’light,
-troops. . .~ ? 0 o
That such was the impression made upon the minds-of the free Canadians by this
intelligence, that they departed from the neighbourhood of the Red River settlement,
and went to the plains, and some of them to whom ‘the colony was indebted for
services rendered, after stating that they were persuaded that the colonists would be -
expelled; requested governor Semple to secure them the paymeat of what was due, in -
: case such an event should happen, which he did. by giving them promissory notes,
payable either in Red River, at York factory, or at Montréal. ~That about the 16th -,
June 1816, an Indian, named Mistouche (who had been brought up amongst white
* people) arrived, and told that he had made his'escape from the half-breeds, who were.
then encamped at Portage des Prairies (two days journey above Fort Douglass, on.
the Red River séttlement,) and would assuredly, in a day or two; attack us at the,

- settlement. That'as soon, as the Indians in the vicinity heard of this, two of their
chiefs came and held a council with the Governor, Semple, saying they were come to,
take ' their father’s advice, and desiring to know from him. how they. were to act.,
That they were certain he would” be attacked, and if he wanted their assistance, they

" and_their young men would be ready to defend him. That the said Semple desired.
that the ,ndj?::sg.would not interfere. After which, the said two chiefs, one. of
/ whom was of Lac Rouge, and the otber of the Red River, retired ; and this deponent;

.. going out of the room iu*shich the council was held, shortly after them, found them,
uttering the most ‘bitter lamentations and expressions of - grief .at the Governor’s,
g.rejected their assistance. That the next morning the said Indian chiefs came, .

again to~Governor, Semple, and said that they were fearful he and-the colonists;
would 'be expelled, and that.in conscquence they should be.made iniserable; they!,
theréfore requested_hiwm, lest .such an event should happen, 'to: give ‘them some,
ammunition for the supnort of their families. That the said Governor replied, that, he,
did not Yfear, these-people (ineaning those who were reported as coming) at all, but as
nothing was certain in this life, he-should order them a sufficiency of aminunition fors
-~ the.support of their families during>the Summer. ; Thata few of the free Canadians, |
who had lingered in, the neighbourhood; '} 'ewisé'ogferagktbe Governor to take part_ .
! ™ with him, .but he declined their services also, st wishing, in.case the North-West; - -
company’s, servants should attempt to destroy-the~colony, that-the said Canadians
. should fight against their cquatrymen. That on the evéning, of the 19th.June, a.man
,  -n the watch-house at Fort Dauglass, called out that the Dalf-breeds were-coming,
That the Governor, this deponent and some others, laoked through~spy-glasses; and.
. this deponent distinctly saw some arined pcople ‘or horseback passing _along the ~-- U
". plains; that having laid their spy-glasses down: for a” moment to conver
subject, a person trom the watch-house called out, they (meaning the horsemen)ace-
‘ making for the scttlers; on which, by.a sudden dnd common impulse, and withautys
. -« ., -.apy.order,.every-6nc luid hold:of his arms, and thereupon the Governor said, “ We.
S/« “ must go and meet these people, let 20 men followyne.” That there was at that: _
= 44 - g timein Fort Douglass between sixty and seventy men ; thatno orders were given’by,ﬁhé‘/"
#oee 7o - S ysatd Semple to-any, persons individually to follow him, butabout.26, among - whom was< . .
1-'& - - . e L LR
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- this deponent, immediately accompanied- him ; aud he was so nuch beloved; that
*  every person-at the fort wounld willingly have gone, had he not limited the number pf
.those who were (6 follow bim. That the Governor and 'his party proceeded by the
' -roud leading down the settlement, in the'rear of the settlement, the babitations of tiie
scttlers being between the said road and the fiver. That as they were going along,
they met many of the settlers running in great terror to the fort, crying out, the -
half-breeds? the half breeds! and that thcy saw others running from different
uarters- towards™the said fort. That when thé said Governor and his partywere
_sidvanced abont threg~quarters of a mile.glong the scttlement, they saw some people
‘on horseback- behind a point” of woods; that on their nearer approach, the party
_seemed mare_numerous than it had appeated -before, on which the Governormade
a halt, and ordered John Burke, the colonial store-keeper, to'teturn to_Fort Douglass
for a piece of cannon, whith delaying to arrive, he directed his party 10 advance in
the same road leading along the settlement, into which avenues led from the settlers -
dwellings. That they bad proceeded buta short distance farther, when the entire
body of half-breeds and Canadian servants of the North-West company (of whom
they had before seen only “a small part) on horseback, the half-breed servants, with
their faces hideously painted, and in the dresses of Indian‘warriors, canie forward.
That as they advanced with far superior numbers, and on horseback, this deponent
was convinced, as all the rest of his party secthed to be, that they were in great
danger. That in conseguence, the Govetnot’s party, by common impulse, but withioit |
any express directions, began to retreat, walking backwards, 4t the same time extend-
ing their line, which had before been only an Indian file in pathway.of the road,
50 asto present a larger front fo the horsemen. That the horsemen, notwithstanding
they saw the said” Governor’s party draw back, still continued to advatice on them at
a hard gallop, and surrounded them in the form of 4 half-moon.  Almost imme-
diately after & Canadian, named Bouché, rode up to them waving his’hand, and calling
outin a most insolent tone, ¢ What do_you want?” 'The Governor replied, ¢ What™ -
__ do you want?” to which Bouché answeted, * We want our fort.” ‘The governor ~-- -—
"~7said, “ Goto your fort.”” Tliey were by this time near each other, dnd did not speak - o
loud enough-for thisdeponent, who was at a little distance, to hear that this depo-
nent shortly after saw the governor take hold of Bouché’s gun, anid althost inrhediately
-a general discharge of firesarms took plade, but on which side it commenced, this
.deponent could not distinguish, his attention being difected towards his personal
defence; that in a few mtittutes, almiost all the governor’s party were €ither killed or
wounded. Captain Rogers, R. E. -having fallen, rose up again, and came towards
this deponeat, when not seeing any other-of the party who was rotkilled of wounded;

* this deponent calted out to him,  For God’s suke give yourself up;” he ran tqwards
the enemy for that purpose, Taising up his hands, and in' English and broken French,
~called out for mercy. That thereupon, & half-breed by the-name of Thotnas M°Kay,

-+ well educated, a elerk of the North-West company, and son of Alexander MKay, ’
'shot him through the bead, and another cut open his body with a knife. 'That for- \
tunately for this deponent, 2 Canadian named Lavigne, joining his entreaties to the

“.deponent’s; saved the_deponent’s life, although with the greatest difficulty, and affer
having received some severe' blots hy the-deponent’s défence. That the said Gover- '
nor Semple did not; as this deponent belicves, ‘give any orders to his party to fire,,

“hut en'the’ contrary, when upon-the advance of the horsemen, one of the party said
theymust fire to keep the horsemen off, the Governor reproved him with gieat séverity,

- That thig"deponent was, after the massacre; conveyed under the guard of two Cana-_
dian-servants of the North«West company, to wit, one’ Morin dit Verrault, and one
Magear; to-Frog Plain, wherc' those corcerted in the massacre bad fixed -théir head-
quarters., That on thie-wady to' Frog'Plain, tliis -deponent offered to the'said Morin,

. 1y00¢livres; if he would allow this deporient to s#im over the river, and go back to -
Fort Doaglass, as he'expected” to'be murdered'at Frog Plain;; which the said Morin-,
refused, telling-the deporent, that he, the deporent wéll knew that if he did so, he -
the said-Morin would. be punished by his emhpldyers:: That when arrived at Frog'
Plain; this deponent saw there as prisoners, Aléxander Murray and’ his, wifé, two of

~ William' Bannerman’s .childred, and Alexander” Sutherland, settlers, “and likewise

_ Anthony-M° Donnell, = servant ; these persous’ hating’been taken prisoners before the’

" massaere. That, with-the exception of this deponeit, q‘o quarter'wis given to - any,
“~_-although: two or three, as this deponent understood; eScaped bysflight at’ thé com.
“meggem(;‘nt, of the firing. *That few of Governor Semple’simen were killed outfight,
though they were' generally wounded by the- discharde; of.the” musquetry; butthe = °
"galfoped upon them, and barbarously" terammited thélexistenice, although |
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many seemed not to be mortally wounded. That while they were conveying thd
deponent away, several of those who were cnly wounded, called to .this deponent for
God's sake-to come to their assistance; and several of the half-breeds afterwards told
him, that they had completely dispatched those who were only wounded. That
Governor Seéfiple, as Cuthbert Grant, a clerk of the North-West company, and the
commander in chief of their forces, on this oceasion (there being several other subor-
dinate commanders,) biwself informed this deponent, was not immediately killed, but
was wounded by a shot from Grant himself, and lying on the ground, bis thigh being -
broken, addressed the said commander by inquiring it he was Mr. Grant; and-being
answered in the affirmative, said, “ I am not mortally wounded, and if vou could gét
‘“ me conveyed to the fort, 1 think I should live.” - That the said Grant promised to”
do so, and then left him in-the care of a Canadian; but that the said Governor was
~afterwards shot through the breast by an Indian, who as the said Graut also told this
depoucnt, was_the only Indian they had amongst them. That amongst the subor-
dindte commanders of the North-West force an thii§ becasion, were the aforesaid
Alexander Fraser, one Bomassa, Antoine Hoole, Thomas M° Kay, one Priman, and ..
La Serpe, all of them clerhs and interpreters in the service of the Noith-West com-
pany ; all of whom except Hoole, had been cducated in Lower Canada, as this
* deponent was informed. That the most violent were generally those who had been
scnt to Red River by the North-West company, from the greatest distance. That
“amongst the Canadian servants of the North-West company kanown to this deponent,
whom he saw on the field at the time of the massacre, were one Deschamps an
interpreter, Joseph Hupé, Morin dit Verrault, Lavigne, Bouché, and Mageau. -That
twenty-one of Governor Semple’s party were killed, to wit, the Governor, captain -
Rogers, R.E., Mr. James White, surgeon, Mr. Alexander M° Lean, settler, Mr.
J. P. Wilkinson, private secretary to the Governor, and Lieutenant Holt, of the
Swedish navy, and fifteen servants. That the North-West forces on this occasian,
as the said Grant informed this deponent, were about 62 persons ; and that the said
Grant, in many conversations which he had with this deponent, always spoke of
what bail been done,.as having been done on behalf of the North-West company, - -
and net for any other cause. That the said Grant also informed . this deponent,
that they had not expected to ba