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GHRISTMAS MESSAGE

® COLLEGE ST., TORONTO. e
Dear Mr. Editor:—

Thanks for the privilege of appeal-
ing through your columns on behalf
of the Hospital for Sick Children, the
great Provincial Charity.

Our need of money is measured by
the children’s need of help, and you
can judge how great that need must
be when last year 3,045 sick little ones
were treated as in-patients, and as will
be seen from the 1916 figures, 592
patients were admitted from 242
places outside Toronto.

Last year 271 in-patients were treat-
ed for deformities, such as club feet,
bow-legs, knock-knees, Pott's di of
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the spine, lateral curvature of the
spine, dislocations, infantile paralysis,
tubercular disease of knee, hip, ankle.

Is the Hospital for Sick Children to
take dollars out of your pocket, or is
death to take babies out of their
cradles? That is the question.

One gift more in the Hospital's trea-
sury means one coffin less in the
LITTLE WHITE HEARSE.

The Hospital must be digging up
help for little children from the soil of
human kindness, or sextons will be
digging graves for little children in
the soil of many a cemetery.

The Hospital for Sick Children ocan
only volunteer its mercy in so far as
you friends of little children volunteer
your money for service in the Hos-
pital’s never-ending battle for the lives
of the little ones.

Let your money fight in the trenches
of some mother’s trouble and rescue
some little child from the dugout of
pain, disease and death.

Can the Hospital leave children to
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dle because the fathers of those chil-
{ dren have left home to fight for lib-
erty on the British battle line, and can
the Hospital help the children af Can-
luh.l soldiers with its care unless you
help the Hospital with your cash?

{ You have money enough to help
every other war fund without keeping
back a dollar from the Hospital's war
fund—the fund that helps the Hospital
save the lives of little children, includ-
ing the soldiers’ little children.

Do not let the little children pay, in
the loss of the Hospital's care, the con-
tribution that should be given and
must be given to the war funds.

Your money can send a message of
cheer to some father in the trenches—
yes, send that message from the cot
where the Hospital nurses some 'little
child back to life, the child of the
father who is fighting your battle in
the trenches.

Every dollar kept from the Hos-
pital's power to serve the little chil-
dren i8 a weight added to the burdens
and p grief added to the sorrows of
thls war. @

You can bear to have yeur pocket
emptied of a little money easier than
some mother ean bear to have her
home emptied of a little child.

Will you send a dollar, or more it
you can, tn Douglas Davidson, Secn-

~Treasurer, or

{ J. ROSS ROBERTSON,
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