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HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS
FOR THE YEAR 1878.

(Prepared according tt> the provisions of the 14/A( Section of the 88 th 
Victoria, Chapter 55, and of the 24/A Section of 
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QUEBEC HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT FOR THE 
YEAR 1878.

(Under the 38 Victoria, Chap. 55, Section 14.)
*

Quebec, 16th January, 1879.
To the Hon. James C. Pope,

Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
r

ffC; ÿj'C.,

tOttawa.

Sir,—I have the honpnr to submit the following on the 
doings of the Quebec Harbour Commissioners for the year 1878.

Having reported to the Public Works Department on the 
works of the harbour improvements-and the graving dock, and 

the" operations of thé lifting barge, for the year 1878, I beg 
leave to state that, -under these titles, this report will contain what 
I have already reported to the aforesaid Department, t

The Harbour Improvements in the River St. Charles.

•Oil

/
During the winter of the year 1877-78 the damage done to 

the works in progress was slight. The extraordinary mildness of 
the season doubHessl-contributed, to.this.result ; but the fact is 
worthy of record, âs n'te/st of thijir gejijbntl. ittitifity.

During this period, beyonii thê"iHip»Vehient, repair and 
increase of the contractors’ plant, little beyond the preparation 
and miscellaneous iron work was done by the contractors.

In the construction of new and improved plant and other 
appliance, much energy was displayed ; and the following engine 
moved, and labor-saving tools were placed on the works to 
commence operations in the spring :—

One clam-shell dredge of the largest kind yet manufactured.
One dipper or shovel dredge on the principle of the well- 

knowwsteam navy, equal to moving at each dip 84 cubic feët of 
material, or upwards of three cubic yards.

One steam revolving derrick of 110 feet radius, or 220 feet 
diameter, carrying buckets of equal capacity with the dipper 
dredge.

Two steam tugs, two pile engines, six hoppers and other 
barges, and one double cylinder concrete mixer,
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These works, which are under contract with Messrs. Peters,
Moore & Wright, as referred to in my report, dated 10th January,’
1878, form a section of a general scheme for harbour improve- 
inents in the River St. Charles, as proposed by Messrs. Kinniple 
& Morris in their report of November, 1874.

This -section includes the construction of a length of embank- 
/ ment of 300 feet in width, the entire distance between the ballast 

wharl and the gas wharf, and only a short space from the present 
1 terminus of the North Shore Railway, with which it is ultitnatelv 

intended to connect it. * J
A ship channel oi 150 feet wide and a quay wall on a concrete 

loundation, are in course of completion. for an entire length of 
3..500 feet. These forming a part of a Tidal Harbour and Wet 
Dock, respectively, on a line to be determined by the production 

-i oi 1 eter sheet or Dalhousio street, or partly of both
-The work for the year 1878 has been solely continued from 

tliQjballast wharf end, obviously the better, unless a commence­
ment at both ends had been within the resources of the contractors.

■ ?h? out„el; °P?n crib-work, forming the northern face anj s
loundation oi the slope of the embankment, has been completed 5 
to coping level in the first 120 feet in length, reported in position 
and completed to 9 feet above low water last year, and further s
extension of 1,500 feet has jgnee taken place in the direction of ?
the Gas wharf, and 3.000 feet required to complete a junction i
oH90 feet’fn"length^ *h° emU°f ^ WOrk® Previonsly reported,

The excavation of the'deep trehch and the 150 feet deep chan- j
nel oi the ultimate tidal basin has been continued and nearly 
completed, with the exception of the slopes.and.final grading to 
a length 1,250, or-heafty; the iantjra deppiwatèr section.

In tho deep tfeticfi nine i‘20 feet crib-work caissons have been 
sank and concreted up to 3 feet above low water, preliminary to 
planting on the 12-inch square rock elm capping under the 
ashlar masonry of the stone face, which is to have a height of 24 
ieet to coping level, including, with the concrete foundation, an
tides® helg lt ° 48 feet’ 24 °f ™lich i8 bel°W low-water sPring

I

The timber work of the deep-crib work caissons have .. 
special character, at the same time embodying the best form of 
construct1011 in its front face of solid entremise filling dovetailed 
into the crossties In the cross sections considerable novelty has 
been introduced by the insertion of blocking pieces between the 
corps-morts or crossties, which, being notched in 1* inch, and 
otherwise closely fitting, give great strength to the work, produc­
es such a distance between the crossties, vertically, as insures 
tbs solidity of the concrete placed in the intervening spaces and
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compartments of the cribwork as to make it really constitute 
solid mass or monolith throughout.

/ The timber work has been most carefully constructed by one 
of/the contractors, Mr. Simon Peters, and afterwards sunk in 
position, not without difficulty, but at the same time with com­
plete success. i

One of these cribs in progress of construction is shown in the 
photograph, Annex No. 1, accompanying this Report.

The concreting of these deep cribs has been effected in the 
most approved method in general use, by adopting skips, or boxes' 
of as large a size as possible, with spring and trigger doors 
opening below. They are made to contain one cubic yard of 
concrete ; the sides being continued down the full depth of the, 
doors when open, so as to prevent wash and disturbance, and 
also, to insure the deposit at once of the combination of sand, 
broken stone and cement, in the form in which it is placed in 
the skips.

Nine thousand yards have in this way been successfully 
deposited, levelled below by divers, and brought up to the level 
of three feet above low water, ready to receive a finishing course 
on which to commence the stone face at the back of elm capping

A general view of the cribs, sunk and concreted, as far as 
No. 7, is shown in photograph, Annex No. 2, accompanying this o 
Report, weighted with-stone to be used for back filling. This 
excellent picture shows tile level in cross sections at the end of 
the crib No. 7, with regard to low water, and the success with 
which the general line and level of the crib-work blocks have 
been maintained. Annex No. 3 shows the. contractors’ plant in 
position particularly well, the large dipper dredge, and the 220 
feet diameter derrick, with the three divers and others of the men 
employed.

The amount paid on account of these works up to the last 
day of the year has reached the sum of $211,038 65.

It may be well to recur, in conclusion, to the importance of 
these works now in progress, forming port of a scheme for the 
perfect accommodation of some 110 vessels at one time, of an 
average length of 250 feet, or of 1,600 for the working season* 
connecting at the same time the-North Shore Railway at once 
with deep water quay walls, presumably the entire western traffic 
of this line as far as Ottawa, next, probably of Toronto, and 
ultimately of the Pacific.
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Graving Dock.

During the latter part of the year 1877 the Commissioners 
resolved to proceed with the dock excavations at Point Levis. A
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commencement WM made on the 12th November, 1877, and the
Anrlïl f T T? W1î.houî intermis8ion until the month of 
April last, when tenders for the completion of the entire works

!nd th*?mberdl! “mou"ts ^thX-five tà^d^hundr'ed 

and thirty-one dollars and thirty-eight cents ($35,681.38).
These works were formally contracted to Messrs. Larkin 

Connolly & Co on the 17th August, 1878, for a sum of three
Sr93dorl hl;tyhK°?Sand/,1.,,le hundred and thirty-two dollars 
($330,93-), since which time the contractors have continued the
formWth f°rt JT.low c°l,inS' The Government wharf
torminD the abutment of the western wing wall of the dock works
r„ckncSutSandlavatoihs.SP'0il and SUi,able refuSe from the

The whole of these works have been performed under the 
lïkmÏlT CF *hl "n? vCllgineer’ M- Woodward 
to thTcommfssilinere.' 86 ab'hty b“ g‘Ven great

HnrKnnr pqUeSti°“ re6Pecting the co-operation of the Montreal 
Harbour Commissioners m the management of the Graving Dock 
has been «(-opened during the month of January by the Quebec
meni0UT Co™misslonCTS> and resulted in a satisfactory arrange­
ment. In order to put this arrangement into efl'ect it w'ill be
SrmngyDo°ck:nC Act 38 Victoria- Capter 56 respecting the ' 

Lifting Barge,

The barge haying undergone a very severe test during the 
working season of 1877, as stated in my report for that year was
with theaVleSD°CV? 0rder,-tubîye her rePaired >1 accordance 
with the recommendations of the Port Warden, Captain Dick.

On the 6th May the I ort Warden fonvarded the followin'* 
report on the repairs done to the barge under his supervision :

“Port Warden’s Office,
128 St. Peter Street,

, . IT ^ „ “ Quebec, 6th May, 1878.
A. H. Verret, Esq.,

“Secretary-Treasurer Quebec Harbour Commissio

1R„“TSl,“’-In. compliance with your letter dated April 13th,
1878, I beg to inform you that the following repairs were found 
necessary to be made on the Lifting Barge before undocking.

V
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the “In addition to the diagonal iron straps originally on the 
inside (14) fourteen pairs have been added, viz., seven pairs at 
each end of the vessel ; all are through-bolted with quarter-inch 
round iron clenched on rings. For placing the above straps, 
parts of the cabins and flooring had to be removed, which have 
been replaced.

“ The diagonal wood bracing each side of the well have been 
additionally tree-nailed. In the spaces of the cooking and 
engineer’s rooms, the joints have been caulked and filled with 
wood battened over. On each side of the well the vacant spaces 
over the heads of the stanchions have been tilled solid with wood.

“Outside the well has been caulked all over. The iron 
linings on its lower edges removed for caulking. All have been 
replaced. Six pieces of plates had to be new.

“The stern and stern-posts, where there was indication of 
straining, have been strengthened by eight straps of iron bolted' 
to each other through the stern and stem-posts and otherwise 
through bolted and clenched on the inside. One rudder brace 
broken, removed, repaired and replaced.

“The butts in bottom at bluff' of bows and quarters have been 
additionally bolted.

“Caulking has been done from the keel to rails, including 
parts on deck; seams have all been coated with pitch and rosin, 
the bottom coated with coal-tar ; paint work .above water-line! 
twice coated with paint, including boats, &c.

On Deck.
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“Iron stanchion sockets on both sides have been secured with 
new bolts. One additional scuttle-hatch has been made in mid­
ships on port side. Deck glasses with those broken in sky-lights 
have been all made good. Engine frâmes additionally fastened 
with screw bolts and with sundry other iron work repaired.

“ I am also of opinion that the work as above enumerated has 
been completed in a most satisfactory manner, and to the entire 
satisfaction of your

o
s
e

?

“Most obedient Servant,

“JOHN DICK,"
Port Warden.

These repairs, including the cost of docking the barge for the 
winter, have amounted to the sum of eleven hundred and ninety- 
one dollars and thirty cents ($1,191.30.)

The Captain, Claude Giguère, was re-engaged in the month 
of April, and took charge of the craft immediately after his
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appointment. He was directed to search and try to secure the 
two large nests of anchors and chains that were known yet to 
exist. In the beginning of May the barge was towed in the 
stream and the search was commenced without delay.

After two weeks of steady searching the Captain reported 
that he had failed to fasten the barge on either of the nests, 
although he had not abandoned hopes of securing them.

He was therefore ordered to cease his search till further 
orders, and to raise the steamer “Bidder," sunk some ten years 
ago in front of the ferry landing at Levis.

After two months work the whole wreck, comprising the 
engines, the boiler and the hull, was safely landed on Carrier’s 
premises, at Levis. ^

The wreck having not been claimed under the authority of 
the 6th Section of the 29-80 Victoria, Chap. 69, was disposed of 
as provided for by Section 2 of the 22nd Victoria, Chap. 81. The 
sale only realized one hundred and fifty dollars (|150.)

The obstruction caused by this wreck was as dangerous, if 
not more so, to shipping than a nest of anchors, and all interested 
have learned with satisfaction of its disappearance.

As soon as the lifting barge had landed the wreck, Captain 
, Giguère received instructions to resume his search for nests of 

anchors and chains for which he had already searched in the 
beginning of the season. His search again proved, unsuccessful, 
and it has been inferred that no more nests were in existence, or 
that if such really exist, they w'ere covered with sand and were . 
as obstruction considered of no more consequence.

During his search the master of the barge has succeeded in 
raising five anchors and about sixty-six fathoms of chain. One of 
these anchors was claimed by its owners, the Allan Steamship 
Company, and delivered to them on payment of the salvage.

Amongst these anchors there is one which is the largest that 
has ever been raised by the barge. It weighs 5,985 pounds, and 
according to experts, must have been under water for at least 
sixty years. It has been established by marks thereon that it 
belonged to an English frigate.

The wreck of the steamboat “ Ottawa,” sunk some sixteen 
years ago off the wharf belonging to the Montreal Ocean Steamship 
Company, has been surveyed during the month of August, and 
the master of the lifting barge has reported that the whole wreck 
was covered with sand, and declared that he was of opinion it 
could not injure the shipping even if the sand over it were 
washed, inasmuch as it is so close to the wharf vessels are not 
supposed to anchor there.

On the recommendation of the Lifting Barge Committee it 
was agreed to order the barge on the Fly Bank in order to remove
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■
the largest boulders that were considered the most dangerous 
obstructions. °

The barge was at work about twenty days on that spot, 
eighteen boulders were secured and removed. They were all of, a 

y large size, one of them was eight feet and another six feet 
. high, the first weighing over twelve tons and the latter ten.

Some years ago a vessel belonging to the Allan Line touched 
the first mentioned boulder and sustained damages to the amorint 
of eight thousand dollars, ($8,000.)

The question of raising the wreck of the ship known as 
“ L’Orignal," sunk in the harbour since October, 1750, according 

m to the “ Jesuits Journal,” was discussed during the summer by the 
. Commissioners, and it was decided to remove that so long existing 

obstruction.
The captain of the barge was accordingly ordered to suspend 

the work of Removing the boulders and to commence operations 
on the wreck in question. After a thorough survey he reported 
the wreck'170 feet long, 40 feet beam, and under 95 feet of water.

It haying been ascertained that this obstruction could not be\ * 
removed without the aid of explosive material, a contract was \ 
entered into with the firm Cochrane, Lewis & Co,,'.of Montreal,

()■ by which they*undertook, for the sum of one thbusand dollars, to 
blow up the wreck with dynamite. They were bound to furnish 

v their operator with the explosive material and instruments, and 
all possible assistance was to be given by the lifting barge with 
her crew. ? It Was also necessary to secure the services of a diver.

The work of blasting was commenced on the 24th September, ' 
and continued, weather permitting, till the close of navigation. 
After each explosion the barge was engaged in securing the 
broken pieces of the wreck.

The work has been progressing favourably, but more slowly 
than anticipated, and about one-fourth of the wreck has been 
secured. At the end of the year’s operations the whole of the 
salvage, consisting of a quantity of broken pieces, four beams and 
some lumbers, were safely landed on one of the wharves of the 
Commission.

Three anchors with thirty fathoms of chain have been 
—. secured from the wreck. x

Judging by the time it has taken to raise^tho portion of the 
wreck that has been blasted and removed, it will tafep at least four 
months to clear away the remainder of this obstruction. If you 
e^d will take to remove the boulders that were
left untouched inside the Fly Bank the barge will be engaged fhe 
whole of the season of 1879 to complete the work remaining 
unfinished. . 8
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It is to be hoped that the Government will include in their 
estimates of next Session the usual appropriation in order that the 
Commissioners may be enabled to continue the work of clearing 
the harbour.

By referring to the working expenses of the lifting barge for 
the last two years, it may be inferred that a sum of twelve thousand 
dollars will be sufficient to meet the expenses of the coming season.

The annexed statement, No. 4, shows the cost of the barge, 
her yearly working expenses, also, the yearly quantity of anchors, 
chains, &c., saved by her since the beginning of her operations in 
1875.

In conclusion, I am happy to state that Captain Giguère, the 
master of the barge, has given as much satisfaction this year as in' 
previous years.

Ballast.
r

The new by-law sanctioned in June, 1877, to regulate the 
discharging of the ballast, has continued to give satisfaction to the 
Compiissioners.

Forty-three vessels have been ordered to the breakwater 
. during the season to discharge their ballast. *

The aggregate quantity discharged amounted to seventeen 
thousand one hundred and eighteen tons (17,118). By adding to 
that amount the total of the previous year, seventeen thousand 
and twenty-five tons (17,025) it gives a total of thirty-four thousand 
one hundred and forty-three trim's (34,143) discharged in the 
breakwater since the by-law has been in operation, representing 
the ballast of eighty-nine vessels. A very small proportion of 
this ballast is of stone ; it is composed chiefly of sand or clay.

The expenditure in connection with the breakwater, including 
repairs, &c., amounts to the sum of two thousand three hundred 
and forty-five dollars and twenty-eight cents ($2,345.28) for the 
year.

All the ballast that could be secured from the demolition of 
the Jesuits’ barracks has been deposited in Pointe-à-Carcy wharf. 
Three thousand three hundred and eighty-nine tons (3,389) have 
been obtained from the demolition, and carted at the price of 30 
cents per ton.

With this material a roadway of six hundred feet (600) long 
and the width of 16 feet has been constructed. It is the intention 
of the Commissioners, if they can secure the material, to cause 
this road to be continued some three hundred feet more in length, 
in order to reach the end of the wharf. The road has been

io

m
m



properly levelled and covered with sand ; but in consequence of 
the large circulation of heavy loaded vehicles on this portion of 
Commissioners’ wharves, it will be necessary to macadamize it at 
an early date. 1

The sand used to cover the road has been secured from the 
ballast of 2 vessels and guage 50 tons.

The necessity of filling up the whole Pointe-à-Carcy wharf is 
felt more than ever, and the Commissioners will loose no 
opportunity of having such an improvement done.

One thousand and eleven tons of stone have been bought at 
the price of 30 cents per ton, and deposited also in the same way

Repairs to Property.

The necessary repairs have been done as usual to the 
property of the Commission. The sum expended for that branch 
of the service amounts to the round sum of twenty-four hundred 
dollars ($2,400), out of that sum nineteen hundred and thirty 
dollars ($1,930) were applied to the Pointe-à-Oarcy wharf, exclusive 
of the amount paid for ballast already mentioned. As long as the 
filling up of that long wharf is not completed, its yearly repairs 
will alw'ays be somewhat heavy, in consequence of the renewal 
of the broken beams and the decayed planking which are brought 
to this state, the first by the weight of coals and other heavy 
goods that are stored on it, and the other by the action of the air 
underneath. ,

Coasting and Foreign Trade.

As stated in the last report, the law does not compel the 
coasting traders to report their outward cargoes, the Commissioners 
can only furnish, as usual, a statement of the arrivals of the season, 
which stands as follows :

Cargoes by Schooners..........................................
“ Batteaux........................ ..................
“ Barges................................................
“ Steamboats........................................

Total.........................................

Representing an aggregate tonnage of 273,476 tons.

Forty-two thousand six hundred passengers, (42,600,) have 
been landed at the port during the year by the vessels engaged 
in the coasting trade,

238
380

3,721

411

their 
it the 
win g

e for 
isand 
ason. 
arge, 
hors, 
us in

!, the 
as in'

the
i the

’ater

teen 
g to 
land 
land
the

ting 
i of

ling
Ired
the

i of 
larf. 
lave 
f 30

ong
tion
rase
gth,
ieen



’ Hf. - ’’

:

12

bSSs^sbe
Annex. No. 6, prepared by the Chief Clerk, contains a report 

of the principal entries inwards by coasting craft for the season

lj
I

I!
■
ill Annex No. 7. prepared by the Chief Clerk, contains 

ol cargoes lightered inwards and outwards for a report
season 1878.

T
IlInvestigations. £Sri

ft H
P, . the authority or two Orders in Council, respectively

evidence adduced in the three cases. ..tfhe Commissioners have 
spared no trouble to arrive at a thorough knowledge of the 
circumstances connected with the three wrecks and they have
thdr report and jftdgment'iifeach'*' 6 RFFroved of a"d confirmed
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siEPisss
M 1A78rfty-JIrji1Mcha^d Holmes Laurie, of London, and 

Fl.ndlay- Orders were immediately given to 
write to the publisher m order to have the error corrected in the 
luture edition of the work. Meanwhile a copy of the letter was 
forwarded to_the “Shipping and Mercantile Gazette,” with 
request to publish it in the interest of mariners.
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The Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa and Occidental Railway terminât 
to deep water.
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that date on this portion of the Harbour Works. to run at
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Revenue.

The following is a Comparative Statement of the revenue of the 
Commission for this and the previous year :__

report
season

:

mi. Difference in 18?fc.1878.

report $ eta.

Tonnage Dues.............
Import do ..............
Export do ........... ..
Harbour do ..............
Property Revenue.......
Interest....................... .
B and D, Water Lots. 
Sundries.......................

40,816 90 
2,787 69 

10,957 88 
3,913 76 

24,951 62 
2,980 18 
2,482 87 

138 31

24>677 12 
2,993 47 
6,105 86 
3,834 23 

23,652 24 
2,916 54 
2,175 37

16,139 78 Decrease.
205 78 Increase. 

4,852 02 De 
79 53 

1,299 38 
63 59 do

307 50 do
137 31 do

d”*“"

doively
oners
Lake

l oo
I Total. 80,029 16 00,355 83tin; 22,673 33 do

f "fie 
have The large decrease in the revenue is entirely due to the great 

depression of business that has prevailed the whole year.

Notwithstanding this state of affairs, the Commissioners have, 
however, ascertained with satisfaction that they have had a surplus 
of revenue of eight thousand three hundred and eighty-nine 
dollars and ninty-five cents ($8,389.95) over the expenditure of 
the year.
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The whole respectfully submitted,

A. H. VERRET,
Secretary-Treasurer.

nut

the
real, 
over 
ared 
h of 
rthe **
n at



-__
__
__

-1

V

f\

1

i

. I

mm:



IT"',

"

-w

H
U

gg
eg

gp
®

_a

i

4?

1

t \

1

■5
>*

.
i_

B

i



r



RIVER ST CHARLES,'r>eL‘ \ t4r.
X

2xF5X
c°rJc x

I EMBANKMENTX EMBANKMENT

X

t\ \
iÿ^ %

I HARBOURDOCK TIDAL<?. WET

X “» I
4-

g.V- 0% 1 J>
"W 2" « I

I

3 »
I23 uniwoei*»- ^co

2^ 2^-2
-, -'csa g|Dp=3t3 ’"•’ftK /

2 /
tVjtL /

/
/

iSM If too rtlT « ONE INCH. /5
/

y

/VIT».flHMC, MW?», iVHWPHMMTI (9 HÇNTMAI.

i

\

6 QUEBEC HARBOTJB I-MPBOVEMEUTS,
SHEWING THE RAILWAY EXTENSION TO DEEP-W#EU.

7/iV
W

^
 7̂

;

L

/ 
i

• 
I



i
5

5
"S t:

i lïijîJj»,
jpitiilhj]
6

I

i

J

I

:

i saefl m

IF

W
el

lin
gt

on
 Wh

ar
ve

s

J$
 66

,3
55

 83

2,
24

4 0
0 

4,
06

6 6
7 

3,
78

6 6
7 

30
0 00

00
0 0

0 
.,6

77
 12 

0,
10

5 8
6 

2.
99

3 4
7

3,
83

4 2
3

•IÔ
‘9y

00

2,
17

5 3
7 

2.
91

6 5
4

By
 O

ffi
ce

rs
’ s

al
ar

ie
s f

or
 y

ea
r..

...
Sc

ho
on

er
 re

po
rte

rs
 for

 ye
ar

 
Le

ga
l e

xp
en

se
s do 

A
tk

in
so

n'
s W

ha
rf,

 rep
ai

rs
 

Ea
st 

In
di

a W
ha

rf,
 do

di
a a

nd
 W

el
lin

gt
on

 W
ha

rv
es

, re
pa

irs
.

Re
yn

ar
’s

 W
ha

rf,
 re

pa
irs

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
....

...
...

...
...

...
...

..
Po

in
to

-à
-C

ar
cy

 W
ha

rf,
 re

pa
irs

...
...

...
.»

.
Br

ea
kw

at
er

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
.

Co
m

m
iss

io
ne

rs
, a 

A
ud

ito
rs

 fo
r -

18
77

 
Pr

in
tin

g c
od

i 
H

an
gi

ng
 bel

ls.
...

H
ar

dw
ar

e .
...

...
...

...
Pa

in
tin

g .
...

...
...

...
.

Bo
at

 fo
r g

en
er

al
 us

e 
Ti

ns
m

ith
 w

or
k 

...
.

. Of
fic

e e
xp

en
se

s, p
rin

tin
g,

 ad
ve

rti
sin

g,
 sta

tio
ne

ry
,

cl
ea

ni
ng

, et
c.

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

. ..
...

...
...

...
...

...
..

O
ne

 ye
ar

's 
in

te
re

st 
an

d 
Si

nk
in

g F
un

d
H

ar
bo

ur
 D

eb
en

tu
re

s ..
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
Ex

ce
ss

 of
 R

ev
en

ue
 ov

er
 Ex

pe
nd

itu
re

on
 $7

23
,0

00

fie
d s

ta
tu

te
s

tte
nd

an
cc

W R<

D
ec

. 31
.

18
78

.

66
,3

55
 83

43
,3

80
 00

 
8,

38
9 9

5

77
5 0

6

1,
93

0 1
1 

45
0 2

4 
2,

48
5 0

0 
10

0 00
 

22
1 8

0 
49

 54
 

12
7 0

2 
24

 80
 

32
 00

 
76

 64

CO
84 00

4»
12

6

6,
37

3 2
7 

85
0 0

0 
34

5 7
6

$ cts
.

18
78

-

'
C

r
.I

R
EV

EN
U

E A
N

D
 EX

PE
N

D
IT

U
R

E.
D

r.

E

■

.

H
a

rb
o

u
r C

o
m

m
is

si
o

n
er

s’
 Of

fi
ce

,

Q
u

eb
ec

, 16
th

 Ja
nu

ar
y,

 18
79

.

Ja
s.

 W
o

o
d

s,
Bo

ok
-k

ee
pe

r.

A
. H

. V
ER

R
ET

,
Se

cr
et

ar
y-

Tr
ea

su
re

r.



I

17

Balance Sheet of 31st December, 1878.Dr. Ce,

$ ots, 
v 1,253 03

%/* ( ots. 
43,932 60^

Quebec Harbour Debenture* 723,000 00

“ 42,716 66

V 50 00

To Office furniture. By Beach and deep-water lots..

Amount at debit of grantees 
of beach A deep-water lots y 39,528 37

Amount at debit of leasees of . 
whams and warehouses.. / 5,393 06

Amount at debit of sundry 
parties for harbour dues., k 256 40

Reynar’s Wharf.....

Atkinson's Wharf-

Sinking Fund

James Boyd..,

Philip Quigley A Son..........

G. H. Reynor........................

J. C. Rogers..........................

Dominion Government for 
Harbour Improvements... / 175,000 00

Dominion Government for /
Graving Dock..................

Excess of Revenue.

49 60

50 00lf 8,452 70

■ 50,945 20

West India and Wellington ' 84,605 75 
Wharves.......... ...................

V 50 00

East India Wharf..................

Pointe-à-Caroy Properties... 

Breakwater.......................... :

z 48,268 10 

268,678 15 

i 216,427 40 

Peters, Moore A Wright...178,013 67 

Larkin, Connolly k Co

Harbour Improvements.......y 32,419 98

Graving Dock..............

Kinipple A Morris......

Dominion Government..........V 9,615 45

1 ' 394^>

50,000 00 

\ 51,996 84

18,137 50

17,383 88

8 00/

Jackserews account.

/Anchor account.......... ............

Receiver-General of Canada 
Sinking Fund..... .............a

La Banque Nationale..........

Cash.........................................

Bills Receivable ....................

Suspense Account...,....... .

342 70

42,716 66 

/ 62,483 30 

/ 159 23 

/ 513 76 

v 1,241 44

('1,086,844 50 $1,086,844 50

A. H. VEBBET,
Secretory- Treasurer.Jas. Woods,

Book-keeper.

Harboüb Commissioners’ Office,
Quebec, 16th January, 1879,
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$ ota. 

35,lit 56
$ cle. $ cts. 

1,735 29 H.Ï501 79

$ cts. $ Cts.

11,706 00 10,555 23 !

On. '»»>«* 34 broken .n.hor. which

»œœSS.SK£a
Certified.

A. H. VEEEET,
Secretary- Treasurer.
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QUEBEC HAEBOUR COMMIS
Statement showing the cost of the Lifting Barge, her yearly

saved and disposed of, and

Cost of Working Working Working
ex- ex- ex­

penses in 
77, 1878,

including including 
repairs.

Quantity of Anchors, Chains, 
Boulders, «to., raised inWorking

ponses in 1 1876, 

1875. including 
repairs.

Lifting 
built pern

18Barge 1 
in

1874-75. repairs.

1875. 1876. 1877. 1876.
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Quantity of Anchors, Chains, Ac., Qu*ntit7 of 
disposed of in Anchors and

Chains on 
hand the 

31st
December, 

1878.

1875. 1876. 1877. 1878.

Proceeds of the sale of Anchors, 
Chains, Ac., in

■

.1877. 1878.

$ cts.

1,447 181,701 53

1875. 1870.

S cts.
/

839 88

transformed into a grapnel in October, and sent to the Barge to replace one that had been

>

23

SIGNERS’ LIFTING BARGE.

working expenses ; also, yearly quantity of Chains, Anchors, &c., 
what remaining on hand.

MMIS

pearly 
f, and

1878.
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ANNSSE No. 6.

DOMINION IMPORTS AT QUEBEC.
Report of Principal Entries inwards by Vessels from all parts of 

the Dominion at this Port, fijr season of 1878 :
ii

Schooners 
Bfttteaux 
llnrges 
Kteauib 
Tonnage.... 
Passengers

1382
1711

i 273,4711
.00042.

18.371

IMPORTS.

U83
2,504

fireen Fish. cwt. 
Horses.................

172Ales and Porter, hr!*....
hhds .:! Do 191 \bdls........

ngs, bids.
Junk, owt.......
Linseed, bus..., 
Mackerel, brie
Oats, bus........
Old Iron, cwt.. 
Potatoes, bus.
Peas, bus.........
Pork,
Hags, cwts 

Do bags 
Raisins, bxs 
Sardines, linnets
Sheep...................
Soap, bxs............
Do eases.........

• Stones, toises.... 
Seal Oil, gnls.....

hhds .... 
Salmon, brls .....
Slfrbs,,'loads.......
Straw, bdls........
Trout, brls ........
Tea, bxs...............
Do lilf-ohts......
Do cattles........
Do chts.............

Malt....................
Tobacco, cad.....

Do cases ..
Do brls ....
Do kegs....
Do butts ..
Do Heroes,

. Wine, cases.....
Do brls.........
I)o qr-esks ....

Do octaves ....
Do hhds........ .
Do kegs ........

Wood, cords......
Wheat, bue.......

Hay,
Herri

139,444
2,815

Do!: Do 347|| Duttsr, lbs..............
Ill sett its, bxs.........

Do brls........
Bark, cords-............
Bran, tons..............

Do bags .............
Do brls................

Beans, bus.............
Harley, bush .........
Brandy, case*.....

Hi qr-csks...
Do hhds......
Do brls.........
Do octaves...

Bricks, M................
Boards, pcs.............
Beef, brls..............

do tierces ...........
Blueberries, bxs... .
Coffee, bxs .............

Do bags............
I)o brie.............

Cod Oil, galls..........
Cows.........................
Cigare, cases..........

do pkgs..........

105,175
2,110

2
2,517

UNI57
101,0973,503 

2,407 
153 , 42,302

5,987
1

87
HI■ brls200ill

13.015
1,394

71I 79
0,3805i;

70732
1,923
8,302I 32

3,077
181,775

204i 582
91,25744:1

i 848Sr30,765 179
I 1,344

4,860
2,890

917
. 125! '

u 8
! 20,811 21

31*147
61357I1 20233

;

Cheese, cases. 
Do crates.

Deals, pcs.....
Dry Fish, cwt
Kg*».
Eels,
Fowls
Flour, brls........

Do bags......
llln, oases........

Do brie ........
Do qr-csks,...
Do hhds.......
Do octaves ... 

Green Fish, brie

25042,760
5485

2,091
1,127

2,742
0

1353
972089.859

1.723
81,0110

8,071
123,471
128,530

1 14
?

brls.’.
12

■ 2
1.230

j 113
492i 20321

1,52912
616

64
48,801
39,355

27
3,917 j*

Jf.D.—fhe above report does not include goods imported by Rail.

James Woods, Chief Clerk.
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$ 045 3518007 Tons.

1
ALLAN LINE.—INWARDS >

S.S. Poly no 
Snrinat 
Manitoban,. 
Circassian.., 
Moravian.... 
Corinthian.. 
Peruvian.,.. 
Canadian ... 
Austrian. . 
Sardinian 
Polynesian.. 
Manitoban . 
Sarmatian.. 
Circassian... 
Peruvian ...
Austrian......
Sardinian... 
Canadian ... 
Polynesian . 
Manitoban . 
Sarmatian . 
Circassian... 
Waldensian 
Moravian.... 
Phœnecian . 
Peruvian..., 
Moravian ... 
Austrian .... 
Sardinian . 
Canadian....
Polynesian.. 
Sarmatian.. 
Manitoban . 
Circassian.. 
Waldensian 
Phœnecian . 
Sardinian ..

1878. $ ota. 
10 00 
55 00

Aug. 31, 
(Jet. 12.

S.S. Sarmatian. 
Sarmatian.

100 Tons. 
550 do

$ 65 OO050 Tons.

DOMINION LINE.-OUTWAEDS.

1878 $ ets

July n
do 10

S.S. Ontario-.., 
Dominion. 
Ontario ...

200 Tons. 
270 do 
620 do

10 00 
13 50 
26 00

A7
V

27

LIGHTERED CARGOES.
ALLAN LINE—OUTWARDS.irts of

172
191

139,444
2,815

2
2,517

190
101,697

357
42,362
5,987

661
71
79

707
1,923
8,302

204
582

91,257

179
1,348
4,860
2,890

21
312
613
202
250

54
2,091
1,127

135
972

14
12

2
1,230

113
492

20
1,529

64

48,801
39,355

(erk.
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1
LIGHTERED CARGOES.—Continued.

Dominion Line,—Oi&wards.
IS

Continued.

1878. 
July 26 
Aug. 24 
<lo 31 

Sept, ft

$ CtS.
14 60 
13 Dll 
32 611 
17 85 
17 75

100 00
15 65 
35 00

20 20 
24 111 
22 90 
12 20 

100 00 
10 00

Made aS.S. Mississippi, 
Memphis...,
Ontario......
Mississippi,
Texas..........
Quebec.......
Teutonia.... 
1'rooklyn .. 
Dominion ..
Ontario.......
Mississippi

Dominion... 
Memphis.,., 
Ontario......

200 Tons. 
200 do 
050 do

355 do 
2000 do 

311 do 
700 do 

1100 do 
584 do 
482 do 
458 do 
244 do 

2000 do 
200 do

mi
the
a (50

! do 21., wr
do 24
do 28.

do 10.
1 do

PuNov. 15,
Ottawa 
of Quel 
the wr, 
provisi, 
39 and 
membe 
Custon 
takent 
the los 
day, an 
Captai] 
certifie 
of the 
by Cap 
ship’s j

do 18,
do:

$ 519 0510981 Tons.

SAILING yÎJSSELS.—OUTWARDS.
1

1878.
Ship Lady Octavio',. 140 Tons.

1
SUNDRY STEAMERS.—OUTWARDS.

1878. 
July 5......

1 $ cts. 
12 05

7 50
8 00 
7 50 
7 20

12 50
7 00 

18 00
4 60
8 25 

10 50
4 00 

10 10

.... S.S. Col inn.......
,... I llong.il..
.... Homer...
.... Veer of the Realm.
.... Krl King..............
.... Vindolina..............
.... Itien Venue.........
.... Clyde.....................
.... Ilarcclnna..............
.... lliverdalo..............

Cy belle..................
... Kemeriinido .........
.... Viking ...................

241 Tons. 
150 do 
ICO do 
J 50 do

250 do 
140 do 
360 do 
00 do 

165 do 
210 do 
80 do 

202 do

do 23.
Sept. 0.....
do 14.....
do 10.....
do 21.....
do 21.....
do 26....

Anj. 22.....
Oct. 7.....

> T1
• Q.C., a 
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117 10
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140 do .
Sundry Steamers, 
Soiling Vessels, 7 00

$ 1683 5»

James Woods, Chief Clerk.
Harbour Commissioners’ Office,

Quebec, January 21st, 1879.
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REPORT ON THE LOSS OF THE STEAMSHIP 
“ LAKE MEGANTIC,"

Made after an investigation held by the Quebec Harbour Com­
missioners under the authority of an Order in Council, dated 
the 29th August, 1878, constituting said Harbour Commission 
a Court or Tribunal to hold a formal investigation into the 
wreck of the steamships “ Lake Megantic” and “ Blenheim.

Quebec, 19th September, 1878.

Pursuant to an Order in Council, dated Government House, 
Ottawa, 29th August, 1878, appointing the Harbour Commissioners 
of Quebec a Court or Tribunal to hold a formal investigation into 
the wreck of the steamship “Lake Megantic," in accordance with 
provisions of the 4th section of the Canadian Act, 37 Victoria, cap. 
39 and the 5th section, Act 32-3 Victoria, cap. 38, a quorum of the 
members of the Quebec Harbour Commission met at their office, 
Custom House, City of Quebec, 10th September, 1878, and. having 
taken the oath prescribed by law, opened the investigation into 
the loss of the steamship “ Lake Megantic,” continued same next 
day, and on the 14th September ; only available witnesses being 
Captain Battersby, John Davidson (2nd mate), who holds master's 
certificate John Walsh (fireman), and Mr. F. Carbray, the agent 
of the steamer in Quebec ; also, examined ship's log-book, signed 
by Captain Battersby, Wm. Kinning, 1st officer, and others, and 
ship’s protest attested to by same.

The Court was assisted in its deliberations by Mr. R. Alleyn,
' Q.C., and Mr. F. Gourdeau, Acting Harbour Master. The Captain 
and owners of the steamship “ Lake Megantic ” were represented 
by Hon. A. R. Angers.

The steamship “Lake Megantic,” of Montreal, registered 
tonnage 1,445, gross 2019, owned by Canada Shipping Company, 
barque-rigged, Clyde-built of iron, commanded by Captain John 
Battersby, who holds certificate of competency as master No. 
18,072, sailed from Quebec on the morning of 20th July, with a 
crew of 44, 13 cabin passengers, 13 men in charge of cattle, laden 
with a general cargo from Montreal, and 226 horned cattle, bound 
for Liverpool ; discharged pilot same evening ; passed Cape 
Magdalen at 10 a.m. on 21st, weather hazy; shaped course to 
pass ten miles off South Point, Anticosti ; made said light about 
10:30 same p.m., altered course to S.S.E. : ow/ng to smoke from 
funnel the four-point bearings could not be taken, and ship’s 
distance from the light, which was passed at 11 p.m., was 
estimated by chief officer at eight miles, and by Captain Battersby 
at five miles. No cast of the lead was then or subsequently taken. 
At 11:15 course was altered to S.E. by 8. and at 11:80 to east Î
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south; at 12:15 a.m. on 22nd, land was seen on port bow, helm 
was put hard a port, but in two minutes she struck a reef off 
Utter Hiver Point, situated eight miles east of South Point, and 
has since become a total wreck. The weather at the time was 
raining and misty, with strong south-east gale. After the 
occurrence all that could possibly be done was attended to by 
Captain Battersby, and in due course passengers, cattle-men, and 

fafely landed 0,1 Anticosti. The ship was insured for 
Ado UUO ; there was also insurance on most of the cargo ; a verv 
small portion of the latter was brought to Quebec and sold at 
auction. The cattle were also a total loss, as such of them as 
were not drowned strayed on the island and could not be 
recovered.

It

'
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JUDGMENT.

■ T1» Court is ol opinion that considering the weather which 
extoted at the time the "Lake Megantic ” made South Point, 
Laptam Battersby should not have contented himself with a mere 
estimate of ships: distance off the light, but should have verified 
It by using his lead, when he would have found himself daime- 
rously close to shore, Us the course steered and the subsequent 
wreck of his vessel proved him to have been. Further, the Court 
is of opinion that the light at South Point was all that was 
necessary to give ship a good departure ; and to attempt to coast 
Anticosti in such weather as prevailed that night in order to pass 
hve miles off Heath Point light, as Captain Battersby deposes to 
have been his intention, was extremely imprudent, and should 
entail a heavier penalty on Captain Battersby than the Court is 
disposed to inflict. The Court therefore decides, in virtue of its 

Anri' s,uspend ,he certificate of said Captain Battersby 
and doth hereby suspend said certificate for a period of three 
calendar months iroin 19th instant.
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A. WOODS, Chairman, 
WILLIAM RAE,
-T. H. SIMMONS,
E W. SEWELL,
JOSEPH PLAMONDON, 
JOSEPH SHEHYN,
R. R. DOBELL,

Quebec Harbour Commissioners. 
A. H. VERRET,

See. Treas. Quebec Harbour Commissioners, 
Clerk of the Court.

1 hereby confirm the judgment given in this case, 8th October, 1878.

A. J. SMITH,
» Minister of Mafine and Fisheries.
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REPORT ON THE LOSS OP THE STEAMSHIP 
“ BLENHEIM,”

Made after an investigation held by the Quebec Harbour Com­
missioners under the authority of an Order in Council, dated 
the 29th August, 1878, constituting said Harbour Commission­
ers a Court or Tribunal to hold a formal investigation into 
the wreck of the steamships “ Lake Megan tic ” and 
“ Blenheim."

3

:

I
Quebec, 19th September, 1878.

Pursuant to an Order in Council, dated Government House, 
Ottawa, 29th August, 1878, appointing the Harbour Commissioners 
of Quebec a Court or Tribunal to hold a formal investigation into 
the loss of the steamship “ Blenheim,” in accordance with 
provisions of the 4th Section of the Canadian Act, 37 Victoria, 
chapter 39, and the 5 th section, Act 32-3 Victoria, chapter 38, a 
quorum of the members of the Quebec Harbour Commission met 
at their office, Custom House, City of Quebec, 10th September, 
1878, and having taken the oath prescribed by law, opened the 
investigation into the loss of the steamship “ Blenheim,” continued 
same 12th, 13th and 14th instant ; only available witnesses being 
Captain Holman, It. T. Barrow, chief officer, Joseph Griffiths, 
chief engineer, and Captain ,1. H. C. Leahy, surveyor United 
Kingdom Mutual Steamship Association ; also examined ship’s 
protest signed by Captain Holman, chief officer, second officer and 
others, and attested copy of ship’s official log signed by 
parties.
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The Court was assisted in its deliberation,\jiy Mr. R. Alleyn,
Q. C., and Mr. F. Gourdeau, acting Harbour Master. The captain 
and owners of the “ Blenheim ” were represented by the Hon. A.
R. Angers.

The steamship “ Blenheim ” was an iron steamer, four years 
old, brig-rigged, of Exeter, England, classed 20 years A 1, John 
Holman, of England, being registered and managing owner • 
tonnage 1,307, gross 2,021 ; sailed from Newport in Wales, in 
ballast, bound to Montreal, 24th July last, commanded by Ambrose 
Crudy Holman, who holds certificate of competency as master No. 
11,428 ; passed Father Point 5th, August, and proceeded to 
northward of Bic to obtain a pilot, erroneously under the belief 
that pilotage ground began at latter station, from the supplement 

(Jo “ Lighthouses of the World," published by R, H. Lawrie,
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lL807Hd01Ahf rl by A' G- Fi,idlay- F- E G- S., and published in 
About noon, some distance below Bic it became fWv 

and heard gun of Bicquette 2:30 p.m., stopped and w^n/'dS 
slow alternately used the steam-whistle and sounded constantly 
hoping momentarily for log to lift and obtain pilot standing off 
and on m the meanwhile, keeping ship in deep water- .,1 c E m 
got anchor to house pipe intending to stand into anchorage ground 

. . and let go anchor, if pilot did not reach ship before dark® 5
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schooners engaged in such a locality for wrecking purposes should 
be compelled by law to exhibit a red light by night, and red flag 
by day, as is done in England.

A. WOODS, Chairman. 
WILLIAM RAE,
J. H. SIMMONS,
E. W. SEWELL,
JOSEPH PLAMONDON, 
JOSEPH SHEHYN,
R. R. DOBELL,

Quebec Harbour Commissioners.
A. H. VERRET,

Secretary-Treasurer, Quebec Harbour Commissioners, 
Clerk of the Court. ;

I hereby confirm the judgment given in this case, 8th October, 1878.

A. J. SMITH,
- Minister of Marine and Fisheries.
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REPORT OF THE QUEBEC HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS 

ON THE LOSS OF THE GOVERNMENT STEAMSHIP 
“ LADY HEAD.” '

1

Pursuant to an Order in Council, dated Government House, 
Ottawa, 3rd September, 1878, appointing the Harbour Commis­
sioners of Quebec, a Court or Tribunal to hold a formal 
investigation into the wreck of the steamship “ Lady Head, ’’ in 
accordance with the provisions of the 4th section of the Canadian 
Act 37 Viet., chap. 39, and the 5th section Act 32 and 33 Viet., 
chap. 38, a quorum of the members of the Quebec Harbour 
Commissioners met at their office, Custom House, City of Quebec 
24th September, 1878, and having taken the oath prescribed bv 
law, opened the investigation into the loss of the steamship 
“ Lady Head,” continued it until 25th and 30th of the same 
month, and concluded on the 14th instant, witnesses being : 
Napoleon Lavoie, fishery officer; Cyprien Morin, sailing master ; 
Achill Boucher, 1st officer ; Nazaire Deroy, 2nd officer ; Phillippe 
Fraser, sailor, and L. A. Blanche!, clerk in Marine and Fisheries 
Department, Quebec.

The steamship “ Lady Head,” registered tonnage two hundred 
and eighty-three, owned by the Government of the Dominion of 
Canada for the protection of the fisheries, sailed from Ellis Bay, 
Anticosti, near the West Point Light at 7.35 p.m., ninth of August, 
weather fine and calm. At about 10.30 p.m., it became overcast 
and bazy, and a few minutes after midnight fog set in, which 
momentarily increased in density till one a.m, when engines were 
slowed. At about 1.30 the lookout-man called out “ land ahead," 
the engines were stopped and reversed, but the ship immediately 
took the ground and remained fast on what was afterwards 
ascertained to be Point Jaune, eight miles west of Fox River.

Pumps, men and material were obtained in due course, every 
exertion was made to save her, but without avail, and she became 
a total wreck.
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lThe “ Lady Head ” had a crew of 26 hands all told, was 

commanded by Napoleon Lavoie, fisheiy officer, who held his 
appointment direct from the Marine and Fisheries Department, 
Ottawa, and by same authority he selected officers and crew, no 
articles were signed, and the legal means of enforcin g discipline 
on board was thus wanting.

\
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Commander Lavoie appointed Cyprien Morin, who - held 
second class certificate as master, to navigate the vessel ; Achille 
Boucher as 1st mate ; Nazaire Deroy, 2nd mate, neither of whom 
held certificates, and in event of the sailing master being off duty 
from sickness or otherwise, there was no one on board who could 
pretend to navigate the vessel with safety.

The commander seems to have occupied a peculiar position ; 
he only commanded in port, and the sailing master had charge at 
other times. In this way, there was a divided authority/ which 
was subversive of discipline. I

■ I. ,) I

On the night in question, the ninth of August, Boucher, the 
first mate, went on duty at eight o’clock off West Point Light, 
and the sailing master gave him the course to make Cape Rosier 
Light. In his evidence, the sailing master states he had no 
confidence in the accuracy of his first or second mate, yet on this 
short voyage from Anticosti to Gaspé, he went below about 9.30 
p.m., and did not return to the deck till 12.20 a.m., at which time 
the weather was very foggy, and on going on the bridge, where 
second mate was in charge, having relieved first mate at midnight, 
he found the compass lights out, and the officer on duty quite 
unconcerned at the circumstance. He then enquired of the 
‘‘lookout" if he had seen Cape Rosier Light, and was answered 
in the negative. How he could have expected it to have been 
seen at that time, does not appear. He then went aloft to try if 
he could see over the fog, and remained there fifteen or twenty 
minutes. On returning to deck he ordered the engines to be put 
at half-speed, gave orders to haul in the patent log and found 
forty-five or forty-six miles of distance was recorded, went below 
to examine'his chart, returned on deck just in time to hear signal 
from bridge, “ to stop the engines," ran there himself and ordered 
them “ full speed astern." In about two or three minutes the 
ship was hard and fast ashore about ten miles out of her course, 
in a voyage of less than fifty miles. During the previous hour and 
a-half of dense fog the ship was crossing the path of upward and 
downward steamers and sailing ships, yet the regulation to sound 
the steam-whistle was entirely neglected, nor was the lead once 
used. Altogether, it has become painfully apparent to the 
Commissioners that there was an entire absence of discipline on 
board, and a condition of things existing that made the loss of the 
vessel only a question of time.

-

■M’ ■

JUDGMENT.

The Court decides in virtue of its authority to suspend the 
certificate of Cyprien Morin for a period of six calendar months
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from the sixteenth instant, and finds that first and second mates 
were incompetent to fulfil the duties they had to perform.

Quebec, 16th October, 1878. IA. WOODS,
Chairman.

JOSEPH SHEHYN, 
JOSEPH PLAMONDON, 
WILLIAM RAE,
E. W. SEWELL,
J. H. SIMMONS.

:

Q... A. H. VERRET,
Secretary-Treasurer, Q. II. C., Cterk of the Court.

y
di1 Confirmed,

J. C. Pope,
Sf: f VI

Minister of Marine and Fisheries. •w
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REPORT OF THE PILOTAGE AUTHORITY OF QUEBEC, 
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER*
1378.

Quebec, 16th January, 1879.DON,
SlB,—I have the honor to submit the following report of the 

Quebec Harbour Commissioners, as pilotage authority for the 
year 1878.

The operations of the year open on the 11th April by the 
departure for the pilotage ground of the schooner No. 2, with 

pilots. The 16th of the same month, schooner No. 3 left 
with eight pilots. On the 19th, schooner No. 6 took her departure 
with twenty pilots, and eleven days afterwards twenty-four left 
by schooner No. 4. On the 2nd of May thirty-eight ' 
sent by the schooner No. 1.

The service was made during the whole season by these five 
schooners, with the exception of some instances when it has been 
found necessary to forward pilots by railway or steamers to 
replace those who were on duty. One hundred and fifty-nine 
pilots Were thus conveyed to the different stations in order to 
meet the wants of the shipping.

The Annex No. 1 contains a list of the branch pilots for and 
below the Harbour of Quebec, according to seniority, on the 81st 
December, 1878, and gives all the particulars in reference to the 
work performed by each pilot, as also the information with regard 
to casualties in each case.

sevenf
more were I

/

O/d Pilots.

The old pilots of the ago of 65 and over were all called to be 
examined, according to law, before the opening of the navigation 
Twenty-two presented themselves. Twenty-one were found able 
to continue to practice and their licenses were accordingly 
renewed for one year; the other was refused, the Commissioners 
having come to the conclusion that, in consequence of impaired 
sight and hearing, he was no moi;e fitted to perform the duties 
ol a pilot. He has been immediately placed on the pension list.

Trials.

There has been only six trials during the season on complaints 
lodged by ship-masters, against sixteen held the previous year. 
As compared to the trials of 1877 they were all ofless importance,
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and the marked improvement in this branch has been ascertained 
with satisfaction.

The Annex No. 2 contains all the particulars connected with 
the six above-mentioned trials.

It is with much pleasure that the Commissioners have to 
state that not one complaint has been lodged by the Corporation 
of Pilots against any member of their body for infringment of 
their regulations.

Three complaints have been lodged on behalf of ship-masters 
against the management of the Corporation. They were all 
referred to the Board of Pilots, and their answer in each 
proved they were groundless.

Two complaints were also lodged by pilots against the 
management orthe Corporation, and the answer in each case from 
the Board was accepted as satisfactory.

Licenses Awarded.

case

i
The Annex No. 1 shows that five new licenses were granted, 

during the year, to the following named apprentice pilots, after 
having been examined according to the provisions of the 
law, viz. '

Alexis Vézina,
Adjutor Baillargeon, 
Samuel Rioux,
Chas. Octave Clavet and 
Joseph Dion.

Pilots Pensioned.

il

Five pilots have been pensioned during the year, four at their 
own request on account of their bad health, and the other by order 
of the Commissioners as stated in the above paragraph, under the 
title of old pilots. )!!

Apprentice Pilots.

No apprentices have been indentured since the llth July, 
1877.

The Annex No. 3 contains the names, of the apprentices on 
the active list, on the 31st December.

Survey of the North and South Channels of the St. Lawrence, by the 
Apprentice Pilots.

During the month of June, the Commissioners have had 
under their consideration the advisability of reviving the.' old

:

K

'iMi ' .» .acb.*- ,j . W - ;

II
H

n I 
S-

isE
-F

 £818
15

1=
 *11:3

m
b P

4 a
s

4M

-



39

practice of sending the apprentice pilots on a survey of the north 
and south channels, of the St. Lawrence, within the pilotage 
limits. The Harbour Master was directed to report on the subject, 
and on the 11th of the same month he reported as follows

rtained

id with
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nent of

“ Habboub Commission,

“ Office of the Habboub Master,

“ Quebec, 11th June, 1878,nasters 
ere all 
ch case

“ To the Chairman and to the Members of the Harbour Commission,
fife., <$•<:., Quebec :

“ Gentlemen,—In answer to your request, I beg leave most 
respectfully to report that I am strongly in favor of reviving the 
old practice of sending the apprentice pilots on a survey of the 
north and south channels of the St. Lawrence, within the limits 
of the pilotage.

“ Under the existence of the Trinity House, the apprentice 
pilots were accompanied in their exploration by the junior 
superintendent of pilots ; but, inasmuch as such an office does no 
more exist, and as my duties prevent me from performing such a 
work, I would recommend that the exploration party, if the 
practice in question is revived, should be placed under the 
superintendence of the Chairman of the Corporation of Pilots, or, 
in his absence, of one of the members of his Board.

ist the 
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s, after 
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“ According to the 21st section of the Act 12th Victoria, 
Chapter 114, now in force, an apprentice pilot, before being 
admitted to practice, must be perfectly well acquainted with both 
north and south channels ; but as he has no means now to explore 
the north channel, he is obliged to learn it theoretically only, 
which in my opinion, is very deficient.

“ The 22nd section of the same Act, which has been repealed, 
read as follows :—

“ That the Trinity House of Quebec, in order to provide the 
pilot, apprentices with the means of becoming acquainted with 
the north channel, shall send their vessel at least twice a year to 
"explore the same, and shall admit on board, under the inspection 
of one of the Superintendents of Pilots, all pilot apprentices.

“ As on one side, the law compels the apprentices to be 
acquainted with the north channel, and, on the other side, does 
not furnish them with the means of properly studying the same ; 
I would respectfully suggest that a request be addressed to the
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Federal Government in order to be allowed the use of one of 
their steamers for that purpose.

“ The whole respectfully submitted,
“(Signed,) F. GOURDEAU,

“ Harbour Master."

This report, in which the Harbour Master strongly advocat 
the reviving of the old practice, has been forwarded to your 
department for consideration. The answer received was that 
there was no steamer available to perform such a work.

Inconsequence of the importance’of the subject and in the 
interest of the shipping, the Commissioners take the liberty of 
renewing their request, in the hope that your Department will 
make arrangements to comply with it.

Opening and Closing of Navigation at the Port.

:

es

For the information of your Department, I beg leave to add 
to this report a return, Annex No. 4, published by the Morning 
Chronicle of this City, showing the dates of the opening of 
navigation and of the closing thereof, from 1830 to 1878 
inclusively. ’■

The whole respectfully submitted,

A. H. VERRET, 
Secretary- Treasurer.

To the Honorable
J. C. Pope,

Minister of Marine and Fisheries, &c., 
Ottawa.
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List of Apprentice Pilots acting immediately under the Quebec 
Harbour Commissioners’ Pilotage Authority, on the 31st 
December, 1878.

ii When Indentured.

1-e -o •§ -o May 21, 1872.
August 23, 1872.
October II, 1872. 

do 12, 1872. 
do 22, 1872. 
do 22, 1872. 
do 22, 1872.

Novembers, 1872.
October 14, 1874. 

do 14,1874.
March 19, 1874. 

do 20, 1874. 
do 20, 1874. 
do 21,1874. 
do 21, 1874. 
do 21, 1874. 
do 21, 1874. 
do 21, 1874. 
do 20, 1874. 
do 31, 1874.

April 15, 1875.
October 12, 1875. 

do 12, 1875. 
do 12, 1875. 
do 12, 1875. 
do 28, 1875.

November 2, 1875. 
1876.

2
3
4

UÏMNO 5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
11
15
16
17 Ü
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

i 25
5 20

f27
28 lay 4, 

do20 4, 1876. 
26, 1876. 
26, 1870. 

Lpril 7, 1877. 
do 7, 1877. 
do 7, 1877. 

"uly 11, 1877. 
do 11, 1877. 
do 11, 1877. 
do 11, 1877. 
do 11, 1877. 
do 11, 1877.

30 July
do313 ■'* N

-32
33
34
35

1 36
37
38
39
40is

it
il» (’Certified,) A. H. VERRET,

Secretary- Treasurer.iilsl
s?!JI
ÎSS3Ï 7

■

Names.

Arcadius Oauvin.............. .
Paul Lachance .................
Louis Philippe Lavoie....
Léon Labrèque.................
Paul Lachance.................
Joseph Pouliot.................
Joseph Larocholle.............
Adjutor Lachance.............
Prudent Marmen.............. .
Elzéar Normand...............
Ernest Nollet.....................
Arthur Koenig..................
François Oourdcau, junr.
David Dumas.....................
Eugene Anctil..................
Alphonse Pouliot..............
Paul Paquet, junr.............
Joseph Lachance..............
JeanS. Bernier......... .
Joseph Paquet....................
Jean Alphonse Lachance.
Arthur Pelletier ...............
Herménègilde Guénard ..
Arthur Baillargoon...........
Joseph Véeina.................
John William Irvine.......
Cains Fortin.......................
Horace Pelletier...............
Elzéar Dosrosiers............. .
Frédériok Bouffard..........
Jules Asselin.....................
Alfred Dion....................... .
Lucien Lachance...............
Odilon Lapierre.................
Camile Bernier..................
Philéas Lachance.............
Moine Blouin.....................
Alfred Gourdeaa...............
Alfred Raymond.................
Moise Godbout............
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Sailed for 
Sea.

I

Date.

Arrivals

Montreal,
Steamers.

Arrivals

Montreal,
Steamers.

Arrivals 
from Sea, 

Ships.

Arrivals 
from Sea, 

Ships.

Sailed for 
Sea.

J
Date. Date. Date.

1830.. . April 17
1831.. . do 21
1832.. . do 29
1833.. . do 18
1834.. . do 18
1835.. . May 4
1836.. . do
1837.. . do 1
1838.. .
1839.. .
1840.. .
1841.. .
1842.. .
1843.. .
1844.. .
1845.. .
1846.. .
1847.. .
1848.. .
1849.. . do
1850.. . do
1851.. . do 22
1852.. . do 30
1853.. . do 23
1864.. . May 5

April 26.......
do 16.....

doy io*.!!!!!
do 6........
do 2........
do 11.....

April 29.......

. Deo. 4... 
i Hov, 30... 

do 30... 
do 25... 
do 24... 
do 25... 
do 26... 
do 18... 
do 20...

do 28... 
do 28... 
do 28... 
do 23... 
do 26... 
do 27... 
do 26... 
do 21... 
do 25... 
do 28... 

^do 29...

Nov. 26... 
do 29...

1855.. .
1856.. .
1857.. .
1868.. .
1859.. .
1800.. . 
1861... 
1862...
1863.. .
1864.. .
1865.. ..
1866.. .
1867.. .
1868.. . 
1800...
1870.. .
1871.. .
1872.. .
1873.. .
1874.. .
1875.. .
1876.. .
1877.. ..
1878.. ..

April 27!!!!!!
do 17.......
do 18......
do 22.......
do 26.......
do 26.......
do SO.......

May 8.......
April 21.......

do 21.....
do 26......

April 
do 30 
do 25 
do 18

do7 2

May 6......
. April 20......

do 28.....
do 29..... .

, do 29  
do 28......

, do 22.......
do 16......

May 4.......
April 27.......

do 29.......
do 28.......
do 17.......
do 23.......
do 27......
do 16.......
do 22.......
do 30.......
do 28.......
do 28.....
do 29.......

May 6.......
! April 25.......
I do 20.......

11...
April 28.......

do 21.....
do 19......

May 1.......
April 21.......

April 24.......
do 25.......

May 
April

ty 3
8

April 25 
do 29 
ay

April 18.......
May S......
do 1.......

ril 24 . ...

M 8 8
28.

& 8r^6 1
April 28 

do 28 
do 20 
do 15 
do 24 
do 29

25
25

do 10 
do 9
do 9

April 26 
do 21
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