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~ FOR THE YEAR 1878,
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i the 36!/; thorm, Chapter 54.
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QUEBEC HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS' REPORT FOR THE
YEAR 1878.

A

(Under the 38 Victoria, Chap. 55, Section 14.)
§ "
i, . ) QUEBEC, 16th January, 1879.
| - To the Hon. Jamgs C. Pork,
| g Minister of Marine and Fisherics,
! §e., e, e, , :

Ottawa. ¢

StE,—I have the honpur to submit the following on the
doings.of the Quebec Harbour Commissioners for the year 1878,

Having reported to the Public Works Department on the
works of the harbour improvements-and the graving dock, and
on the' operations of thé lifting barge, for the yedr 1878, I beg g
leave to state that,~under these titles, this report will contain what
I have already reported to the aforesaid Department. ~ ; ’ 1

- The Harbour Iﬁmrovemenls in the River St. Charles.

During the winter of the year 1877-78 the damage done to
the works in progress was slight. The extraordinary mildness of
the season doubT{ess::contz:ibuted to.thig.result; but the fact is
worthy of record.ds & test of théir' gehpral. §inbility.

During this period, beyond thé'iipiovement, repair and
increase of the contractors’ plant, ‘little beyond the preparation
and miscellaneous iron work was done by the contractors.

In the construction of new and improved plant and other L
appliance, much energy was displayed ; and the following engine
moved, and laborsaving tools were placed on the works to
commence operations in the spring :—

One clam-shell dredge-of the largest kind yet manufactured.

One dipper or shovel dredge on the principle of the well-
knownysteam navy, equal to moving at each dip 84 cubic feét of . ‘
material, or upwards of three cubic yards.

One steam revolving derrick of 110 feet radius, or 220 feet
dia:ineter, carrying buckets of equal capacity with the dipper
dredge. .

Two steam tugs, two pile engines, six hoppers and other
harges, and one double cylinder concrete mixer,
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These works, ‘which are under contract with Messrs. Peters,
Moore & Wright, as referred to in my report, dated 10th J anuary,
1878, form a section of a.gencral scheme for harbour improve-
ments in the River St. Charles, as proposed by Messrs. Kinniple
& Morris in their report of November, 1874,

This section includes the construction of a length of embank-

’ ment of 300 feet in width, the entire distance between the ballast

-

wharf and thie gas wharf, and only a short space from the present
terminus of the North Shore Railway, with which it is ultimately
intended to connect it. ’

A ship channel of 150 feet wide and aquay wall on a concrete
loundation, are in course of completion . for an entire length of
3,600 feet. These forming a part of a Tidal Harbour and Wet
Dock, fespectively, on a line to be determined by the production
of Peter street or Dalhousie street, or partly of both,

“The worl for the year 1878 has been solely continued from
the )ballast wharf end, obviously the better, unless a commence-
ment at both ends had been within the resources of the contractors,

The outer open crib-work, forming the northém face and

" foundation of the slope of the embankment, has been completed

to coping level in the first 120 feet in length, reported in, position

_ and completed to 9 feet abowe low water last year, and further

extension of 1,500 feet has since taken place in the direction of
the -Gas wharf,-and 8.000 feet requjred to complete a junction
with the crib-work at the endsof the works previously reported,
of 790 feet in length. \

The excavation of the deep trehch and the 150 feet deep chan-
nel of the ultimate tidal basin hax been continued and nearly
completed, with the exception of the slopes.and .final grading, to
a length 1,250, ortrggtly, the entjre desprwater seclion, .

In the deep tterch nine 120 feet crib-work caissons have been
sunk and concreted up to 3 feet above low water, preliminary to
planting on the 12inch square rock elm capping under the
ashlar masonry of the stone face, which is to have a height of 24
feet to coping level, including, with the concrete foundation, an
entire- height of 48 feet, 24 of “ﬁch is below low-water spring
tides.

The timber work of the deep-crib work caissons have a
special character, at the same time embodying the best form of
construction in its front face of solid entremise filling dovetailed
into the crossties. In the cross sections considerable novelty has
been introduced by the insertion of blocking pieces between the
corps-morts or crossties, which, being notched in 1} inch, and
otherwise closely fitting, give great strength to the work, produc-
ing such a distance between the crossties, vertically, as insures
ths solidity of the concrete placed in the intervening spaces and

v




s, compartments of the cribwork as to make it really constitute one

V, solid mass or monolith throughout.

e- / The timber work has been most carefully constructed by one

o . of/the contractors, Mr. Simon Peters, and afterwards sunk in
o position, not ‘without difficulty, but at the same time with com-

- plete success. ’

St One of these cribs in progress of construction is shown in the

1t photograph, Annex No. 1, accompanying this Report.

v The concreting of these deep cribs has been effected in the

. most approved method in general use, by adopting skips, or boxes'

e of as large a size as possible, with spring and trigger doors

f ) opening below. They are made to contain one cubic yard of

t concrete ; the sides being continued down the full depth’of the,

n doors when open, so as to prevent wash and disturbance, and

also, to insure the deposit at once of the combinatien of sand,

n broken stene and cement, in the form in which it is placed in

- the skips. K

] Nine thousand yards have in this way been successfully

{ CE. deposited, levelled below by diveérs, and brought up to the level

] - of three feet above lpw water, ready to receive a finishing course

3

-

t

]

. on which to commence the stone face at the back of elm capping.

A general view of the cribs, sunk and concreted, as far as
No. 7, is shown in photograph, Annex No. 2, accompanying this
Report, weighted with.stone to be used for back filling. This
; excellent picture shows te level in cross sections at the end of
' the crib No. 7, with regard to low water, and the success with
- whichi the general line and level of the crib-work blocks have
: been maintained. Annex No. 3 shows the contractors’ plant in
> . position particularly well, the large dipper dredge, and the 220

‘ feet diameter deryick, with the three divers and others of the men

L employed.
} The amount paid on account of these works up to the last
; day of the year has reached the sum of $211,033 65.

It may be well to recur, in conclusion, to the importance of
these works now in progress, forming port of a scheme for the
1 perfect accommodation of some 110 vessels at one time, of an
average length of 250 feet, or of 1,600 for the working season,

- connecting at the same time the:North Shore Railway at once
with deep water quay walls, presumably the entire western traffic
of this line as far as Ottawa, next, probably of Toronto, and
ultimately of the Pacific.

Graving Dock.

During the latter part of the year 1877 the Commissioners
resolved to proceed with the dock excavations at Point Levis, A




commencement was made on the 12th November, 1877, and the
work was continued without intermission until the month of
April last, when tenders for the completion of the entire works
were invited by the Commissioners, The entire quantity of
excavation up to that time was 10,267 yards.

The total expenditure connected with these works up to the
81st December last amounts to thirty-five thousand six hundred
and thirty-one dollars and thirt -eight cents ($35,681.38).

These works were formaﬂy contracted to Messrs. Larkin,
Connolly & Co., on the 17th- August, 1878, for a sum of three
hundred and thirty thousand nine hundred and thirty-two dollars
($830,932), since which time the contractors have .continued the
excavation to one foot below coping. The Government wharf
forming the abutment of the western wing wall of the dock works
having been filled in with spoil and suitable refuse from the
rock-cutting and excavations. - o

The whole of these works have heen performed under the
superintendence of the resident engineer, M. Woodward
Pilkington, M.I., C.E., whose ability has given great satisfaction
to the Commissioners. )

The question respecting the co-operatien of the Montreal
‘Harbour Commissioners in the management of the Graving Dock,
has been Y8-opened during the month of J. anuary by the Quebec
Harbour Commissioners, and resulted in a satisfactory arrange-
ment. In order to put this arrangement into effect it will be
necessary to amend the Act 88 Vicforia, chapter 56 respecting the
Graving Dock.

o
Lifting Barge.

The barge having undergone a very severe test during the
working season of 1877, as stated in my report for that year, was
sentto Davie's Dock in order to have her repaired in accordance
with the recommendations of the Port Warden, Captain Dick.

On the 6th May the Port Warden forwarded the following
report on the repairs done to the barge under his supervision :

“PorT WARDEN'S OFFICE,
128 ST. PRTER STREET,

“ QUEBEC, 6th May, 1878.
*“ A. H. VERRET, Esq,

“Secretary-Treasurer Quebec Harbour Commissioners.

“8IR,—In compliance with your letter dated April 18th,
1878, I beg to inform you that the following repairs were found
necessary to be made on the Lifting Barge before undocking.

L '
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“In addition to the diagonal iron straps originally on the
inside (14) fourteen pairs have been added, viz., seven pairs at
each end of the vessel; all are through-bolted with: quarter-inch
round jron clenched on rings. For placing the above straps,
parts of the cabins and flooring had to be removed, which have
been replaced.

“The diagonal wood bracing each side of the well have been
additionally tree-nailed. In ‘the spaces of the cooking and
engineer's rooms, the joints have been caulked and filled with
wood battened over. On each side of the well the vacant spaces
over the heads of the stanchions have been filled solid with wood.

“Qutside the well has been caulked all over. The iron
linings on its lower edges removed for caulking. All have heen
replaced. Six pieces of plates had to be new.

“The stern.and stern-posts, where there was indication of
straining, have been strengthened by eight straps of iron bolted'
to each other through the stern and stern-posts and otherwise
through bolted and clenched on the inside. One rudder brace
broken, removed, repaired and replaced. .

“The butts in bottom atbluff of bows and quarters have been
additionally bolted. o

“Canlking has been done from the keel to rails, including
parts on.deck; seams have all been coated with pitch and rosin,
the bottom coated with coal-tar; paint work .above water-line,
twice coated with paint, inclading boats, &c. . 1

On Deck.

“Iron stanchion sockets on both sides have been secured with
new bolts. One additional scuttle-hatch has been made in mid-
ships on port side. Deck glasses with those broken in sky-lights
have been all made good. Engine frémes additionally fastened
with screw bolts and with sundry other iron work repaired,

“1 am also of opinion that the work as above enumerated has
been completed in a most satisfactory manner, and to the entire
satisfaction of your q
) “Most obedient Servant,

“JOHN DICK,”
Port Warden.

These repairs, including the cost of docking the,barga for the
winter, have amounted to the sum of eleven hundred and ninety-

one dollars and thirty cents ($1,191.80.) -

The Captain, Claude Giguére, was re-engaged in-the month
of April, and took charge of the craft immediately  after . his




appointment. He was directed to search and try to secure the
two large nests of anchors and chains that were known yet to
.exist. In the beginning of May the barge was towed in the
stream and the search was commenced without delay.

After two weeks of steady searching the Captain reported
that he had failed to fasten the barge on either of the nests,
although he had not abandoned hopes of securing them.

He was therpfore ordered to cease his search till further

orders, and to raise the steamer “Bidder,” sunk some ten years

ago in front of the ferry'landing at Levis.

After two months work the whole wreck, comprising the
engines, the boiler and the hull, was safely landed on Carrier's
premises, at Levis. \

The wreck having not been claimed under the authority of
the 5th Section of the 29-80 Victoria, Chap. 59, was disposed of
as provided for by Section 2 of the 22nd Victoria, Chap. 81. The
sale only realized one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.)

The obstruction caused by 'this wreck was as dangerous, if
not more 50, to shipping than a riest of anchors, and all interested
have Jearned with satisfaction of its disappearance.

As soon as the lifting barge had landed the wreek, Oaptain

, Giguére received instructions to resume his search for nests of

anchors and chains for which he had already searched in the -

beginning of the season. His search again pyoved. unsuccessful,
and it has been inferred that no more nests were in existence, or

that if such really exist, they were covered with sand and were .

as obstruction considered of no more consequence. )

During his search the master of the barge has succeeded ‘in
taising five anchors and about sixty-six fathoms of chain. One of
these anchers was claimed by its owners, the Allan Steamship
Company, and delivered to them on payment of the salvage. -

Amongst these anchors there is one which is the latgest that
has ever been raised by the barge. It weighs 5,985 pounds, and
according to experts, must have been under water for at least
sixty years. It has becn established by marks thereon that it
belonged to an English frigate. )

The wreck of the steamboat * Ottawa,” sunk some sixleen
years ago off the wharfbelonging to the Montreal Ocean Steamship
Company, has been surveyed during the month of August, and
the master of the lifting barge has reported that the whole wreck
was covered with sand, and declared that he was of opinion it
could not injure the shipping even if the sand over it were
washed, inasmuch as it is so close to the wharf vessels are not
supposed to anchor there.

On the recommendation of the Lifting Barge Committee it
was agreed to order the barge on the Fly Bank in order to remove
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" entered into with the firm Cochrane, Lewis & Co,, ‘of Montreal,
- by which they-undertook, for the sum of one thousand dollars, to

.her crew. It was also necessary to secure the services of a diver.

the largest boulders that were ‘considered the most dangerous
obstructions.

The barge was at work about twenty days on that spot, and
eighteen botlders were secured and removed. They were all of,a
very large size, one of them was efght feet and another six feet

. high, the first weighing over twelve tons'and jhe latter ten.

Some years ago a vessel belonging to the Allan Line touched ,
the first mentioned boulder and sustained damages to the amount,
of eight thousand dollars, ($8,000.) R

The question of raising the wreck of the ship known as
“ L'Orignal,” sunk in the harbour since October, 1750, according
to the “Jesuits Journal,” was discussed during the summer by the

» Commissioners, and it was decided to remove thatso long existing

obstruction. o -
The captain of the barge was accordingly ordered to suspesid

“the work of emoving the boulders and to commence operatigns

on the wreck in question. After a thorough survey he reported
the wreck 170 feet long, 40 feet beam, and under 95 feet of watex, )

"It haying been ascertained that this obstruction could not be\ °
removed without the aid of explosive material, a contract was

blow up the wreck with dynamite. 'J;hei' were bound to furnish
their operator with the explosive material and instruments, and
all possible assistance was to be given by the lifting barge with

The work of blasting was commenced on the 24th September,
and continued, weather permitting, till the close of navigation.
After each’ explosion the barge was engaged in securing the
broken pieces of the wreck. ‘

The work has been progressing favourably, but more slowly
than anticipated, and about one-fourth of the wreck has been
secured. At the end of the year's operations the whole of the
salvage, consisting of a quantity of broken pieces, four beams and
some {imbers, were safely landed on one of the wharves of the
Commission,

Three anchors with thirty fnthoxg of chain have been also
Y

_ Secured from the wreck.

Judging by the time it has taken to raM ortion of the
wreck that Eas been blasted and removed, it will take at least four
months to clear away the remainder of this obstruction. If _you
add to that the time it will take to remove the boulders that were
left untouched inside the Fly Bank the barge will be engaged the
whole of the season of 1879 to complete the work remaining
unfinished. " . ‘s

2




It is to be hoped that the Government will include in their
estimates of next Session the usual appropriation in order that the
Commissioners may be enabled to continue the work of clearing
the harbour.

By referring to the working expenses of the lifting barge for
the last two years, it may be inferred that a sum of twelve thousand
dollars will be sufficient to meet the expenses of the coming season.

The annexed statement, No. 4, shows the cost of the barge,
her yearly working expenses, also, the yearly quantity ofanchors,
chains, &c., saved by her since the beginning of her operations in
1875.

In conclusion, I am happy to state that Captain Giguére, the
master of the barge, has given as much satisfaction this year as in'
previous years,

Ballast.

L4
The new by-law sanctioned in June, 1877, to regulate the
discharging of the ballast, has continued to give satisfaction to the
Commissioners. ,
Forty-three vessels have been ordered to .the breakwater

A

during the season to discharge their ballast. ;

The aggregate quantity discharged amounted to seventeen
thousand one hundred and eighteen tons (17,118). By adding to
that amount the total of the previous year, seventeen thousand
and twenty-five tons (17,025) it gives a total of thirty-four thousand
one hundred and forty-three tons (34,148) discharged in the
breakwater since the by-law has been in operation, representing
the ballast of eighty-nine vessels. A very small proportion of
this ballast is of stone; it is composed chiefly of sand or clay.

The expenditure in connection with the breakwater, including
repairs, &c., amounts to the sum of two thousand three hundred
and forty-five dollars and twenty-eight cents ($2,845.28) for the
year.

All the ballast that could be secured from the demolition of
the Jesuits' barracks has been deposited in Pointe-a-Carcy wharf.
Three thousand three hundred and eighty-nine tons (8,389) have
been obtained from the demolition, and carted at the price of 80
cents per ton.

With this material a roadway of six hundred feet (600) long
and the width of 15 feet has been constructed. It is the intention
of the Commissioners, if they can securc the material, to cause
this road to be continued some three hundred feet more in length,
in order to reach the end of the wharf. The road has been
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i

properly levelled and covered with sand ; but in consequence of
the large circulation of heavy loaded vehicles on this portion of
Commissioners’ wharves, it will be necessary to macadamize it at
an early date. ! :

The sand used to cover the road has been .secured from the
ballast of 2 vessels and guage 50 tons,

The necessity of filling up the whole Pointe-3-Carcy wharf is
felt more than ever, and the Commissioners will loose no
opportunity of having such an improvement done.

One thousand and eleven tons of stone have been bought at
the price of 80 cents per ton, and deposited also in the same way

Repairs to Property.

The necessary repairs have been done as usual to the
property of the Commission. The sum expended for that branch
of the service amounts to the round sum of twenty-four hundred
dollars ($2,400), out of that sum nineteen hundred and thirty
dollars ($1,930) wereapplied to the Pointe-a-Carcy wharf, exclusive
of the amount paid for ballast already mentioned. As long asthe
filling up of that long wharf is not completed, its yearly repairs
will always be somewhat heavy, in consequence of the renewal
of the broken beams and the decayed planking which are brought
to this state, the first by the weight of coals and other heavy
goods that are stored on it, and the otler by the action of the air
underneath.

- Coasting and Foreign Trade.

As stated in the last report, the law does not compel the
coasting traders to report their outward cargoes, the Commissioners
can only furnish, as usual, a statement of the arrivals of the season.
which stands as follows:

Cargoes by Schooners. « 1,882
u Batteaux... W 1711
“ Barges coovee v iivunnne w238
H Steamboats ....... SN . 380

Total.orcnssessmnssasssenssassss ST21
Representing an aggregate tonnage of 273,476 tons.
Forty-two thousand six hundred passengers, (42,600,) have

been landed at the port during the year by the vessels engaged
in the coasting trade,




The annexed Comparative Statements, Annex No. 5, prepared
by the Customs authorities, contain the whole information in
reference to the foreign trade of this port for this year and the
previous years therein mentioned. ;

Annex No. 6, prepared by the Chief Clerk, contains areport
of the principal entries inwards by coasting craft for the season

Annex No. 7. prepared by the Chief Clerk, contains a report
of cargoes lightered inwards and outwards for season 1878,

Investigations.

Under the authority of two Orders in Council, respectively
dated the 29th August and the 8rd September, the Commissioners
have held an investigation into the loss of the steamships “ Lake
Megantic,” “ Blenheim” and « Lady Head” Thirtéen sittin
of an average length of three hours were spent in hearing %the
evidence adduced in the three cases.-/The Commissioners have
spared no trouble to armive at a thorough knowledge of the
circumstances connected with the three wrecks and they have

learnt with satisfaction that you have approved of and confirmed -

their report and judgment in each case.

" During the investigation into the loss of the © Blenheim” it
has been ascertained by the evidence of the captain that he had
been misled, as to the beginning of the pilotage ground in the
harbour, by the supplement to * Lighthouses of the World,”
published in 1878 by Mr. Richard Holmes Laurie, of London, and
edited by Mr. A. G. Findlay. Orders were immediately given to
wiite to the publisher in order to have the error corrected in the
future edition of the work. Meanwhile a copy of the letter was
forwarded to. the “Shipping and Mercantile Gazette,” with a
request to publish it in the interest of mariners,

The Quebec, Montreal, Oltawa and Occidental Railway terminus
! lo deep water.

Negotiations are progressing favorably with regard to the
arrangements to-be made for bringing the Quebec, Montreal,
Ottawa and Occidental Railway to deep water in the harbour over
the wharves now under contract. The contractors have declared
themselves ready to deliver, on the 15th July next, a length of
800 feet of crib-work up to coping level on the west end of the

- works. If their offer is accepted the cars will be -able to run at
that date on this portion of the Harbour Waorks,

T Pt Pl e ot bt fd
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Revenue.

THE following is a Comparative Statement of the revenue of the
C&mmission for this and the previous year:—

1877, 1878. Difference in 1878.

$ ots. $ ot $ ots.

Tonnage Dues. .| 40,816 90 24,677 12 16,139 78 Decrease.
Import do . 2,787 69 2,903 47 205 78 Inorease.
Export do . 10,057 88 6,105 86 4,852 02 Decrease.
Harb do . 3,913 76 3,834 23 79 53  do
Property Revenue. 24,951 62 23,652 24 1,209 38 do
Interest 2,980 18 2,916 54 63 59 do
B and D, Water Lots. 2,482 87 2,175 37 307 50  do
Sundries....oees iuasssvens 138 31 100 187 31 do

Total.coosivinecvrverenr e $| 89,020 16 | €6,355 83 22,673 33 do

The large decrease in the revenue is entirely due to the great
depression of business that has prevailed the whole year.

Notwithstanding this state of affairs, the Commissioners have,
however, ascertained with satisfaction that they have had a surplus
of revenue of eight thousand three hundred and eighty-nine
dollars and ninty-five cents ($8,389.95) over the expenditure of
the year.

The whole respectfully submitted,

A, H. VERRET,
Secretary-Treasurer.
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QUEBEC, 16th January, 1879.

HarBoUR CoMM188IONERS’ OFFICE,
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Dr. BiraNcE SHEET of 81st December, 1878, Cg,
. $ ot V&8 ol
To Office furniture..c..cvevssvesnecv 1,253 03 {|By Beach and deep-water lots..| * 43,932 50
Amount at debit of grantees Quebec Harbour Debonturedf 723,000 00
of beach & deep-water lots|y’ 39,528 37 L
Sinking Fund e yeesee oo 42,716 66
Amount at debit of lessees. of]|
wharves and wu'ohounel..v 5,393 06 James Boyd.......smee e v 50 00
Amount at debit of sundry Philip Quigley & Bon........| ¥ 49 50
parties for harbour dues..b” 256 40 PRLEN
C. H. Reynor wevesseseenvnn ]l 50 00
Reynar’s Wharf ceeeessecccii ol 8,452 70 )
J. o ROGOT8uuuuuunsssessssaserni]V 50 00
Atkingon’s Wharf...ceeeernrce . 50,045 20
Dominion Government for|
‘West India and Wellingtony 84,605 75 Harbour Improvements...)/ 175,000 00
Wharves ... srsesersnnees
Dominion Government for|
East India Wharf..............§' 48,268 10 Graving Dook ... i 50,000 00
Pointe-d-Carcy Properties...y 268,678 15 Exoess of Revenue { 51,995 84
Broakwater wouiiees sesnennndy 215,427 40
Peters, Moore & Wright.....r 178,013 67
Larkin, Connolly & Cousar.d)s 18,137 50
Harbour Improvements......p~ 32,410 08
Graving Dook .. 17,3903 88
Kinipple & Morris ... v 8 00
Dominion Government.........~ 9,615 45
Jaoksorews socount.. <+ 304y
Anchor aco0unt eeveesins oo b’ 342 70
Receiver-General of Canada)
Sinking Funduuues woernneen ' 42,716 66
La Banque Nationale........ L/ 62,483 30
OO0 i siivines susvssopssasson v 15923
Bills Recelvable wceesserusne )/ 518 78
Suspenso AooouDtwereeininnns [V 1,241 44
8‘1,086,844 50 $1,086,844 50 -
A, H. VERRET,
Jas. Woons, Secretary-Treasurer.
Book-keeper.

HaRBOUR CoMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE,
Quebec, 16th January, 1879,

§
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QUEBEC HARBOUR COMMIS

STATEMENT showing the cost of the Lifting Barge, her yearly
saved and disposed of, and

Cost of Working | Working Working Quantity of Anchors, Chains,
the Working ox- ex- ox- Boulders, &o., raised in
Lifting ex- pensesin | pensesin | penscsin
Barge built! ponses in 1876, 1877, 1878,
in 1875, including | including including
1874-75. repairs. | repairs. repairs,

L
]

$ ots. $ cls.'
35,141 66 | 1,735 29

1875, ]1876.’ 1877, ’ 1878,

l

|
|
|

._‘—-—’&

$ cto. | $ ots| $ cu.‘1 J
15.201 79 11,768 00 10,555 23

——

|
I I N
v N ) oS8
| ! ] El =88
| | [ ‘a S S b0
i { | &8 a = Y.
| ] © ] QA5
i = Pug -~ m.‘
[ ! s s | = =0
| I I ] H & Sy
| \ | 2 8] 3 £33
. ] L) AR
| a
239 | cag
J d s 1§l ¢# Sy 8
w s bl
‘ J NIRRT
| : 3|8 | EiE
2 o o -
| 7 @ a <o,
1 L2 = © ﬂ‘
| o 3 ~ b i
\ i 2 sl g
| & g £ wo's
r ] 2 4 o &g
5 PR ek
| S 28T
| S 4 < S kg
I & s g4 R
o ] =4 S5
- B teoe
! £ 2| 2f | 335
| I ~ 'k‘ ’ [=] =]

One of the 8 anchors raised in 1878 was claimed by its owners, the Allan Steamship Company,
shaokle, sold in 1877, were returned in 1878. One anchor belonging to the stock on hand was
broken.  Fivo anchors, and 7,210 Ibs. chain, old for $170.03, aro yet unpaid.

Certified,

A. H. VERRET,
Becretary-Treasurer,

\

L

have
ands
trans




and about
Orignal.”

18 boulders,

the wreck of the steamer “Bidde:
one-fourth of the wreck known as

Light anchors, 96 fauthoms of chai

l

23

SIONERS’ LIFTING BARGE.

working expenses ; also, yearly quantity of Chains, Anchors, &c.,
what remaining on hand.

i s tity of
Quantity of Anchors, Chains, &o., AQ“’“ Procoods of the sale of Anchors,
¢ : nchors and Chai i
disposed of in Chains on Chains, &ec., in
hand the
3lst
Deocember,
s 1878,
1875. | 1876, | 1877, 1878. # 1875. 1870, 1877, 1878,
$ cts. $ ots $ cts. $ cts.
None. None. 839 88| 1,701 53 | 1,447 18
a B o v £ .
© & &
K :
5 ] £
s | g K] |
g AN 5
£ 1% g S
) L & o
£l |4 £
3 = &
i za | B 2
= ca e
7| 818 2
& i
dlza |2 =N
o Judf] % n
5| s,
£ 25 | s §8
a a 5% I}
g °Ea 3 %'y
PEE ) gn | B2
) éw'g £ 1=
2| 28 | B8 r
=) G ] =]

have also boen seoured, and are classed as serap. Twelve of these anchors were sold in 1877,
and surrendored on the payment of the salvage. Two anchors, with 135 fathoms chain and one
transformed into a grapnel in October, and sent to the Barge to replace one that had been
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ANNEX No. 6.

DOMINION IMPORTS AT QUEBEC.
REPORT of Principal Entries inwards by Vessels from all parts of

the Dominion at this Port, for season of 1878:

Schooners..
Batteaux

Tonnuge...
Passengers
Crows ...

4‘.’ 800
18,371

IMPORTS.

Ales and Porter, hrlx.. 1,188
Do hhds 2,504

Do cases .. —

Do kegs . 47
Dutter, lbs... . 105,173
Biscuits, bxi 2,118
Do brls. 57
Bark, cord: 3,508
Bran, tons 2407

Do bags
Do brls,
Reans, bu
Darley, bush
DBrandy, cases
Dy qr-esks.

do tierces .
Blueberries, bxs

Cheese, cases
Do crate
Do . bris..

Deals, pos....

Dry Fish, cwt.

Eggs, doz.

Fels, brls.

Fowls

(}rsen Filh br

. Sardiues, tinnety

Green Fish, cw
Horsos...

Oats, bus .
Old Iron, cw
Potatoes, bu
Poas, bus ..,
Pork, brls
Rags, cwt
Do  bags .
Raisins, bxs.

Sheep.....
Soap, bxs..
Do casel 204

Seal 0Oil, gal 91,257
Buger, brls. 848
Do hhds

Salmon, brls 1,344
Slnbs, ‘londs 4,860
Straw, bdls. 2,890
Troat, brls .. 21
Tea, bxs... 312
Do hif-chts 613

Do catties . x 202
Do chts 250
Malt ... 54
‘Tobacco, ead 2,081
‘Do X3 1,127
Do cases 35
Do brl 972
Do keg 14
Do butts 12
Do tierces . 2
\hno, casos 1,230
brls 14

])o qr-c 492
Do csks .. 20
Do octavel 1,520
Do hhds,. 64
Do kegs L]
Wood. cords 48,801

Wheat, bus.. 39,355

b

N I.—The above report don not inglude goods imported by Rail.

.Tmzs Woobs, Chief Clerk.

18;
June 14,
do 21,

Aug.
Qet. 12,

18]
June 7.,




172

191
139,444
2,815
2

2,517
190
101,897
357

1,529
64

9
4R,801
39,355

LIGHTERED CARGOES.

ALLAN LINE—OUTWARDS.

.|8.8. Polynesian.

Sarmatian, 710
Manitobar 416
Circagsian 418
Moravian, o34
Corinthian 69
Peruvia 460
Canadian 197
Austrian. 187
Sardinian 763
Polynesia 802
Manitoban . b72
Sarmatian

Circassian

Peruvian

Polynesian ,
Manitoban
Sarmatian .
Circassian
Waldensian
Moravian.

375 Tons.

do

Pheenecian 8
Peruvian 407 do
Moravian 110 do
Austrian . 269 do
Sardinian ., . 824 do
Canadia 113 do
Polynesian 1155 do
Sarmatian 101 do
Manitoban 320 do
Circassian 1135 do
Waldensian 25 do
Pheenecian 16 do
Sardinian ... 1180 do
18907 Tons. $ 045 35
ALLAN LINE--INWARDS.
1878, $ ots.
Aug. 3 .|8.8. Sarmatian 100 Tons. 10 00
Qet. 12, % Sarmatian.., 550 do 55 00
650 Tons. $ 65 00
DOMINION LINE—OUTWARDS.
$ cta,
June 200 Tons. 10 00
July 270 do 18 50

620

do
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LIGHTERED CARGOES.—Continued. I
DodMINION LINE. ——Ot{{wmna —Conlmuetl
e $nmd Made a
ons. 4 0 .
do 300 ml
do 32 50 the
do 17 85
do 17 75 a (
do 100 00 W1
do 15 85
Brooklyn . do 35 00
Oct. Dominion do 55 00
do Ontari do 29 20
do Mississippi do 24 10
do Teat, do 22 90 Pu
Nov. do 12 20
do 2000 do 100 00 Ottaws
do 200 do 10 00 of Quel
: T 10081 Tons. | § 519 05 the wr
vy A provisi
= o g - 39 and
P
SAILING ¥ Lb‘bLLS.——OUTWARDS, . memb
Bhi Custon
1878, ! $ ot
Sept. 24 Ship Lady ()d.u\lo‘ Yensrenenparraminss 140 Tons. T 00 - taken
e _ the los
SUNDRY STLA,‘\U‘RS ——OUT\\'ARDS d‘ay, .
™ Captail
| v $ o, certific
8.8. Colina .. 241 Tons. 1205 of the
Hongal ... 150 “do 750
THomer 160 do 8 00 bY, Caj
Peer of the Realm 150 do 750 ship’s |
Erl King 144 do 720 Ti
Vindolina . 250 do 12 50 . 5
Bien Venue 140 do 700 QC,a
Clydo .... 360 do 18 00
Barcelonn . 90 do 50 and ov
Riverdalo . 165 do 8 25 by Ho!
Cybelle.. 210 do 10 b0 )
emerimido . 80 do 400
Viking ... 202 do 10 10 tonnag
T T TR T barque
2342 Tons. $117 10
4 ' Batter:
— A = 18,072
0 1 LS,
RECAPITULATION. et iy
Allan Line, Outwards 18007 Tons.  $945 35 $ ots with 8.
do Towards .. 650 do 65 00 for Li
—_— 1010 35 o
Dominion Line, Outwards . 10981 Tons .. - 540 05 Magd
Sundry Steamers, Outwards 17 10 pass te
Sailing Vessels, Outwards . 700 10:30 |
"8 1083 50 funnel
distanc
JaMmEs -Woobns, Chief Clerk. estima
HaRBoUR CoMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE, at five
Quebec, January 21st, 1879. At 11
L
B




$ os

1010 35
49 05
17 10

700

$ 1683 50

Erk.
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REPORT ON THIE LOSS OF THE STEAMSHIP
“ LAKE MEGANTIC,”

Made after an investigation held by the Quebec Harbour Com-
missioners under the authority of an Order in Couneil, dated
the 20th August, 1878, constituting said Harbour Comnission
a Court or Tribunal to hold a formal investigation into the
wreck of the steamships * Lake Megantic” and * Blenheim.”

QUEBEC, 19th September, 1878.

Pursuant to an Order in Council, dated Government House,
Ottawa, 29th August, 1878, appointing the Harbour Commissioners
of Quebec a Court or Tribunal to hold a formal investigation into
the wreck of the steamship “Lake Megantic,” in accordance with
provisions of the 4th section of the Canadian Act, 87 Victoria, cap.
39 and the 5th section, Act 82-3 Victoria, cap. 88, a quorum of the
members of the Quebec Harbour Commission met at their office,
Custom House, City of Quebec, 10th September, 1878, and having
taken the oath prescribed by law, opened the investigation into
the loss of the steamship “ Lake Megantic,” continued same next
day, and on the 14th September ; only available witnesses being
Captain Battersby, John Davidson (2nd mate), who holds master’s
certificatey John ‘Walsh (fireman), and Mr. F. Carbra{), the agent
of the steamer in Quebec; also, examined ship's log-book, signed
by Captain Battersby, Wm. Kinning, 1st officer, and others, and
ship's protest attested to by same.

The Court was assisted in its deliberations by Mr. R. Alleyn,

*Q.C.,, and Mr. F. Gourdean, Acting Harbour Master. The Captain

and owners of the steamship * Lake Megantic ” were represented
by Hon. A. R. Angers.

The steamship “Lake Megantic,” of Montreal, registered
tonnage 1,445, gross 2019, owned by Canada Shipping Company,
barque-rigged, Clyde-built of iron, commanded by Captain John
Battersby, who holds certilicate of competency as master No.
18,072, sailed from Quebec on the morning of 20th July, with a
crew of 44, 13 cabin passengers, 18 men in charge of cattle, laden
with a general cargo from Mentreal, and 226 horned cattle, bound
for Liverpool; discharged pilot same evening; passed Cape
Magdalen at 10 a.m. on 21st, weather hazy; shaped course to
pass ten miles off South Point, Anticosti; made said light about
10:30 same p.m., altered course to S.8.E.: owjing to smoke from
funnel the four-point bearings could not be taken, and ship’s
distance from the light, which was passed at 11 p.m.,, was
estimated by chief officer at eight miles, and by Captain Battersby
at five miles. No cast of the lead was then or subsequently taken.
At 11:15 course was altered to S.E. by 8. and at 11:80 to east §
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south; at 12:15 a.m. on 22nd, land was seen on port bow, helm
was put hard a port, but in two minutes she struck a reef off
Otter River Point, situated eight miles east of South Point, and
has since become a total wreck. The weather at the time was
raining and misty, with strong south-east gale. After the
occurrence all that could possibly be done was attended to by
Captain Battersby, and in due course passengers, cattle-men, and
crew were safely landed on Anticosti.  The ship was insured for
£35,000; there was also insurance on most of the cargo ; a very
small portion of the latter was brought to Quebec and sold at
auction. The cattle were also a total loss, as such of them as
were not drowned strayed on the island and could not be
recovercd.
JUDGMENT,

The Court is of opinion that considering the weather which
existed at the time the * Lalke Megantic " made South Point,
Captain Battersby should not have contented himself with amere
estimate of ship’s distance off the light, but should have verified
it by using his lead, when he would have found himself dange-
rously close to shore, as the course steered and the subsequent
Wreck of his vessel proved him to have been. Further, the Court
is of upinion that the light at South Point was all that was
necessary to give ship a good departure ; and to attempt to coast
Anticosti in such weather as prevailed that night in order to pass
five miles off Heath Point light, as Captain Battersby deposes to
have been his intention, was extremely imprudent, and should
entail a heavier penalty on Captain Battersby than the Court is
disposed to inflict. The Court therefore decides, in virtue of its
authority, to suspend the certificate of said Captain Battersby,
and doth hereby suspend said certilicate for a period of three
calendar months from 19th instant.

A. WOODS, Chairmun,
WILLIAM RAEL,
J. H. SIMMONS,
Ii. W. SEWELL,
JOSEPH PLAMONDON,
JOSEPH SHEHYN,
R. R. DOBELL,
Quebec Harbour Commissioners.
4 A. H. VERRET,
Sec.-Treas. Quebec Harbour Commissioners,
Clerk of the Court.

Thereby confirm the judgment givenin this case, 8th October, 1878.

, A, J. SMITH,
s Minister of Ma(ine and Fisheries.
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REPORT ON THE LOSS OF THE STRAMSHID
“ BLENHEIM,”

Made after an investigation held by the Quebec Harbour Com-
missioners under the authority of an Order in Council, dated
the 29th August, 1878, constituting said Harbour Commission-
ers a Court or Tribunal to hold a formal investigation into
the wreck of the steamships “Lake Megantic” and
* Blenheim.”

’
Quebkc, 19th September, 1878,

Pursuant to an Order in Council, dated Government House,
Ottawa, 20th August, 1878, appointing the Harbour Commissioners
of Quebec a Court or Tribunal to hold a formal investigation into
the loss of the steamship *Blenheim,” in accordance with
provisions of the 4th Section of the Canadian Act, 37 Victoria,
chapter 39, and the 5th section, Act 82-3 Victoria, chapter 88, a
quorum of the members of the Quebec Harbour Commission met
at their office, Custom House, City of Quebec, 10th September,
1878, and having taken the oath prescribed by law, opened the
investigation into the loss of the steamship * Blenheim,” continued
same 12th, 13th and 14th instant ; only available witnesses being
Captain Holman, R. T. Barrow, chief officer, Joseph Griffiths,
chief engineer, and Captain J. H. C. Leahy, surveyor United
Kingdom Mutual Steamship Association; also examined ship’s
protest signed by Captain Holman, chief officer, second officer and
others, and attested copy of ship's official log signed by same
parties.

The Court was assisted in its deliberation by Mr. R. Alleyn,
Q.C,, and Mr. F. Gourdeau, acting Harbour Master. The captain
and owners of the “ Blenheim ” were represented by the Hon. A.
R. Angers.

The steamship  Blenheim " was an iron steamer, four years
old, brig-rigged, of Exeter, Iingland, classed 20 years A 1, John
Holman, of England, being registered and managing owner;
tonnage 1,307, gross 2,021; sailed from Newport in Wales, in
ballast, bound to Montreal, 24th J uly last, commanded by Ambrose
Crudy Holman, who- holds certificate of competency as master No.
11,428 ; passed Father Point 5th, August, and proceeded to
northward of Bic to obtain a pilot, erroneously under the belief
that p‘i\otage ground began at latter station, from the supplement
Jdo ¢ Lighthouses of the World,” published by R, H. Lawrie,

¢
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London, edited by A, G. Findlay, F. R. &. 8, and published in
1878. About noon, some distance below Bie, it became foggy,
and heard gun of Bicquette 2:30 p.m., stopped and went’dead
slow alternately, used the steam-whistle and sounded constantly,
hoping momentarily for fog to lift and obtain pilot, standing off
and on in the meanwhile, keeping ship in deep water; at 6 p.m.
got anchor to house pipe intending to stand into anchorage ground
. and let go anchor, if pilot did not reach ship before dark; 7:30
pam. got glimpse of Bicquette light, bearing to all appearance
about south-east, distant cight miles.

Ship was kept going slow on south-west course; at 8:10 p m.
a schooner was seen (fog having lifted a little)\to the southward,
with mainsail and foresail set, which was taken for pilot schooner,

A blue light was burned as a signal on board the « Blenheim,”
which was replied to by the schooner showing a bright white
light over the rail abaft main mast, which was taken by the
** Blenheim ” to be pilot signal ; helm was put to starboard and
ship put on a course south by east, going slow to make the
schooner; rope ladder was put over the side, and preparations
made to receive the pilot, when at 8:25, the ship struck on what
‘was afterwards ascertained to be north-west reef of Bicquette,

There were orly ten feet of water under foremast and eleven
fathoms aft.

Steam pumps, men, and materials were obtained from
Quebec, and everything possible that could be done to save the
ship was attended to, but on 26th August a heavy gale from west-
ward sprung up which made the Blenheim ” a total wreck.

The schooner that showed the bright light turned out to be
the “Diver,” a wrecking vessel at work on the remains of the
steamship “Strathtay ”; they stated the light was shown, as they
feared it was a tug-boat going to run them down, but the excuse
was valueless, as they were anchoted inside the reef,

The judgment of the Court, therefore, is that, although it was
questionable” policy in Captain  Holman to cruise in such a
dangerous locality in search of a pilot, he used every precaution
to keep his ship in safety, and that the loss would not have
occurred had it not been for the schooner “Diver” gctin
unintentionally as a decoy ; it therefore exonerates Captain Holiman
and retarns him his certificato,

The Court is of opinion that a distinct fog-signal should be
used by pilot schooners to distinguish them, as in all probability
one was close to the  Blenheim that afternoon, and there was
1o means of ascertaining it. Further the Court recommends that
a bell-buoy be placed on this dangerous reef, where two steamers
have already been lost, and other accidents happened ; also that

-
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schooners engaged in such a locality for wrecking purposes should
be compelledgbg law to exhibit a red light by night, and red flag
by day, as is done in England.

A. WOODS, Chasirman.

WILLIAM RAE,

J. H. SIMMONS,

E. W. SEWELL,

JOSEPH PLAMONDON,

JOSEPH SHEHYN,

R. R. DOBELL,

Quebec Harbour Commissioners.
A. H. VERRET, .
Secretary- Treasurer, Quebec Harbour Commissioners,
Clerk of the Court,

L/
I hereby confirm the judgment given in this case, 8th October, }878.

A. 1. SMITH,
5 Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

T
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REPORT OF THE QUEBEC HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS
ON THE LOSS OF THE GOVERNMENT STEAMSHIP
“ LADY HEAD.” -

Pursuant to an Order in Council, dated Gevernment House,
Ottawa, 8rd September, 1878, appointing the Harbour Commis-
sioners of Quebec, a Court or Tribunal to hold a formal
investigation into the wreck of the steamship “Lady Head,” in
accordance with thy provisions of the 4th section of the Canadian
Act 87 Vict,, chap. 89, and the 5th section Act 82 and 83 Vict.,
chap. 88, a quorum of the members of the Quebec Harbour
Commissioners met at their office, Custom House, City of Quebec
24th September, 1878, and having taken the oath prescribed by
law, opened the investigation into the loss of the sleamship
“Lady Head,” continued it until 25th and 80th of the same
month, and concluded on the 14th instant, witnesses being :
Napoleon Lavoie, fishery officer; Cyprien Morin, sailing master;
Achill Boucher, 1st officer ; Nazaire Deroy, 2nd officer ; Phillippe
Fraser, sailor, and L. A. Blanchet, clerk in Marine and Fisheries
Department, Quebec.

The steamship “ Lady Head,” registered tonnage two hundred
and eighty-three, owned by the Grovernment of the Dominion of
Canada for the protection of the fisheries, sailed from Ellis Bay,
Anticosti, near the West Point Light at 7.85 p.m., ninth of August,

weather fine and calm. At about 10.30 p.m., it became overcast

and hazy, and a few minutes after midnight fog set in, which
momentarily increased in density till one a.m , when engines were
slowed. At about 1.30 the lookout-man called out *land ahead,”
the engines were stopped and reversed, but the ship immediately
took the ground and remained fast on what was afterwards
ascertained to be Point Jaune, eight miles west of Fox River.:

Pumps, men and material were obtained in due course, evel:y
exertion was made to save her, but without avail, and she became
a total wreck.

The “Lady Head” had a crew of 26 hands all told, was
commanded by Napoleon Lavoie, fishery officer, who held his
appointment direct from the Marine and Fisheries Department,
Ottawa, and by same anthority he selected officers and crew, no
articles were signed, and the legal means of enforcin g discipline
on board was thus wanting.
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Commander Lavoie appointed Cyprien Morin,. who- held
second class certificate as master, to navigate the vessel ; Achille
Boucher as 1st mate ; Nazaire Deroy, 2nd mate, neither of whom
held certificates, and in event of the sailing master being off duty
{rom sickness or otherwise, there was no one on board who could
pretend to navigate the vessel with safety. |

The commander seems to have occupied a peculiar ﬂosition :
he only commanded in port, and the sailing master had ct?m'ge at

other times. . In this way, there was a divided authority| which
was subversive of discipline.

On the night in question, the ninth of August, Boucher, the
first mate, went on duty at eight o’clock off West Point Light,
and the sailing master gave him the course to make Cape Rosier
Light. In his evidence, the sailing master states he had no
confidence in the accuracy of his first or second mate, yet on this !
short voyage from Anticosti to Gaspé, he went below ‘about 9.30 ;
p-m., and did not return to the deck till 12.20 a.m., at which time
the weather was very foggy, and on going on the bridge, where
second mate was in charge, having relieved first mate at midnight, g
he fouud the compass lights out, and the officer on duty quite
unconcerned at the circumstance. He then enquired of the
“lookout” if he had seen Cape Rosier Light, and was answered
in the negative. How he could have expected it to have been
seen at that time, does not appear. He then went aloft to try if
he could see over the fog, and remained there fifteen or twenty
minutes. On returning to deck he ordered the engines to be put
at half-speed, gave orders to haul in the patent log and found
forty-five or forty-six miles of distance was recorded, went below
to examine ‘his chart, returned on deck just in time to hear signal
from bridge, “to stop the engines,” ran there himself and ordered
them “full speed astern.” In about two or three minutes the
ship was hard and fast ashore about ten miles out of her course,
in a voyage of less than fifty miles. During the previous hour and
a-half of dense fog the ship was crossing the path of upward and
downward steamers and sailing ships, yet the regulation to sound
the steam-whistle was entirely neglected, nor was the lead once
used. Altogether, it has become painfully apparent to the
Commissioners that there was an entire absence of discipline. on
board, and a condition of things existing that made the loss of the
vessel only a question of time.

JUDGMENT.

, The Court decides in virtue of its authority to suspend the
certificate of Cyprien Morin for a period of six calendar months
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QueBECc, 16th October, 1878.

A. H. VERRET,

Confirmed,
J. 0. PorE,

Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

from the sixteenth instant, and finds that first and second mates
were incompetent to fulfil the duties they had to perform.

A. WOODS,

* Chairman.
JOSEPH SHEHYN,
JOSEPH PLAMONDON,
WILLIAM RAE,

E. W. SEWELL,
J. H. SIMMONS.

Secretary-Treasurer, Q. II. (', Clerk of the Court.

-
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REPORT OF THE PILOTAGE AUTHORITY OF QUEBEC,
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED 31sT DECEMBER,
1878.

QUEBEC, 16th January, 1879,

S1R,—I have the honor to submit the following report of the
Quebec Harbour Commissioners, as pilotage authority, for the
year 1878,

The operations. of the year open on the 11th Apyil by the
departure for the pilotage ground of the schooner No. 2, with
seven pilots. The 16th of the same month, schooner No. 8 left
with eight pilots. On the 19th, schooner No. 5 took her departure
with twenty pilots, and eleven days afterwards twenty-four left
by schooner No. 4. On the 2nd of May thirty-eight more were
sent by the schooner No. 1.

The service was made during the whole season by these five
schooners, with the exception of some instances when it has been
found necessary to forward pilots by raitway or steamers to
replace those who were on duty. One hundred and fifty-nine
pilots were thus conveyed to the different stations in order to
meet the wants of the shipping.

The Annex No. 1 contains a list of the branch pilots for and
below the Harbour of Quebec, according to seniority, on the 81st
December, 1878, and gives all the particulars in reference to the
work performed by each pilot, as also the information with regard
to casualties in each case.

Old Pilots.

The old pilots of the age of 65 and over were all called to be
examined, according to law, before the opening of the navigation,
Twenty-two presented themselves. Twenty-one were found able
to continue to practice and their licenses were accordingly
renewed for one year; the other was refused, the Commissioners
hayving como to the conclusion that, in consequence of impaired
sight and hearing, he was no more fitted to perform the duties
of a pilot. He has been immediately placed on the pension list,

Trials.

There has been only six trials during the season on complaints

lodged by ship-masters, against sixteen held the previons ear,
As compared to the trials of 1877 they were all oflepu importzné‘e',
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and the marked improvement in this branch has been ascertained
with satisfaction.

The Annex No. 2 contains all the particulars connected with
the six above-mentioned trials,

It is with much pleasure that the Commissioners have to
state that not one complaint has been lodged by the Corporation
of Pilots against any member of their body for infringment of
their regulations.

Three complaints have been lodged on behalf of ship-masters
against the management of the Corporation. They were all
referred to the Board of Pilots, and their answer in each case
proved they were groundless.

Two complaints were also lodged by pilots against the
management of'the Corporation, and the answer in each case from
the Board was accepted as satisfactory,

Licenses Awarded.

The Annex No. 1 shows that five new licenses were granted,
during the year, to the following named apprentice pilots, after
having been examined according to the provisions of the
law, viz,:—

Alexis Vézina,

* Adjutor Baillargeon,
Samuel Rioux, :
Chas. Octave Clavet and
Joseph Dion.

Pilots Pensioned.

Five pilots have been pensioned during-the year, four at their
own request on account of their bad health, andthe other by order
of the Commissioners as stated in the ahove paragraph, under the
title of old pilots.

Apprentice Piluts.

No apprentices have been indentured since the 11th J ulyﬂ
1877

The Annex No. 8 contains the nameg, of the apprentices on
the active list, on the 81st December. .

Survey of the Nnrtlz and South Channels of the St. Lawrence, by the
Apprentice Pilots,

Daring, the :month of June, the Commissioners have-had _
under. their. consideration the, advisability of reviving the;old
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practice of sending the apprentice pilots on a survey. of the north
and south channels, of the St. Lawrence, ~within the pilotage
limits. The Harbour Master was directed to report on the subject,
and on the 11th of the same month he reported as follows :—

“ HARBOUR COMMISSION,
“OFFICE OF THE HARBOUR MASTER,
“ QUEBEC, 11th June, 1878,

“To the Chairman and to the Members of the Harbour Commission,

&c., &c., Quebec:

“ GENTLEMEN,—In answer to your request, I beg leave most
respectfully to report that I am strongly in favor of reviving the
old practice of sending the apprentice pilots on a survey of the
north and south channels of the St. Lawrence, within the limits
of the pilotage.

¢ Under the existence of the Trinity House, the apprentice
pilots were raccompanied in their exploration by the junior
superintendent of pilots; but, inasmuch as such an office does no
more exist, and as my duties prevent me from performing such a
work, I would .recommend that the exploration party, if the
practice in question is revived, should be placed under the
superintendence of the Chairman of the Corporation of Pilots, or,
in his absence, of one of the members of his Board.

“According to the 21st section of the Act 12th "Victoria,
Chapter 114, now in force, an apprentice pilot, before being
admitted to practice, must be perfectly well acquainted with both
north and south channels; but as he Kas no means now to explore
the north channel, he is obliged to learn it theoretically only,
which in my-opinion, is very deficient.

“The 22nd section of the same Act, which has been repealed,
read as follows :—

“ That the Trinitg House of Quebee, in order to provide the
pilot. apprentices with the means of becoming acquainted with
the north channel, shall send their vessel at least twice a year to
‘explore the same, and shall admit on board, under the inspection
of one of the Superintendents of Pilots, all pilot apprentices.

“As on one side, the law compels the apprentices to be
acquainted with the north channel, and, on the other side, does
not furnish them with the means of properly studying the same;
I would respectfully suggest that a request be addressed to the
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Federal Government in order to be allowed the use of one of
their steamers for that purpose.

“The whole respectfully submitted,

“(Signed,) F. GOURDEAU,
“ Harbour Master."

This report, in which the Harbour Master strongly advocates
the reviving of the old practice, has been forwarded to your
Department for consideration. The answer received was that
there was no steamer available to perform such a work.

In consequence of the importance of the subject and in the
interest of the shipping, the Commissioners take the liberty of

renewing their request, in the hope that your Department will
make arrangements to comply with it.

Opening and Closing' of Navigation at the Port.

For the information of your Department, I beg leave to add
to this report a return, Annex No. 4, published by the Morning
Chronicle of this City, showing the dates of the opening of
navigation and of the closing thereof, from 1830 to 1878,
inclusively.

The whole respectfully submitted,
A. H. VERRET,

Secretary-Treasurer.
To the Honorable

J. C. Popk,

Minister of Marine and F isheries, &c.,
Ottawa.
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List of Apprentice Pilots acting immediately under the Quebec
Harbour Commissioners’ Pilotage Authority, on the 8lst

December, 1878.
\

do
8th May.
14th August.
23rd October.

Number.

Whon Indentured.

do
do
do

o
<

A. H VERRET, Secretary- Treasurer.

Ste. Pétronille, Isle o
§t. Michel, Bellechass
Green Island..........

Quebec ............

!

Certified,

Arcadius Gauvil

Joseph Pouliot
(Joseph Larochelle
Adjutor Lachance
Prudent Marme:
10 |Elzéar Norman
11 |Ernest Nollet.

12 |Arthur Koenig

D N N Y
12~
&
E
e
)
3
=
£
B
2
&

13 |Frangois Gourdeau, junr.

14 |David Dumns
15 (Eugdne Ancti
16 (Alphonse Pouliot.
17 Paul Paquet, junr.
18 |Joseph L

19 |Jean S. Bernier
20 |Joseph Paquet..

21 |[Jean Alphonse Lachance

22 |Arthur Pelletior ..
23 |Herméndgilde Gué
24 |Arthur Baillargeon
25 |Joseph Vézina.....
26 [John William Irvin
27 |(Cains Fortin. ...
28 [(Horace Pelletie!
29 |Elzéar Desrosiers.
30 Frédérick Bouffard
31 |Jules Asgelin
82 |Alfred Dion

33 [Lucien Lachance
34 !Odilon Lapierre.
35 |Camile Bernier.
36 |Philéas ‘Lachance
37 |Moise Blouin....
38 [Alfred Gourd

39 |AlMred Raymond
40 |Moise Godbout..

Mny 21, 1872.
August 23, 1872.
October 11, 1872.

12, 1872.
22, 1872,
22, 1872.
22, 1872,

November 8, 1872,
October 14, 1874.

14, 1874.
19, 1874,
20, 1874.
20, 1874.
21, 1874.
21, 1874.

November 2, 1875.
May 4, 1876.
do 4, 1876,
July 26, 1876.
do 26, 1870,
April 7, 1877.
do 7, 1877.
do 7, 1877.
July 11, 1877.
11, 1877.
11, 1877.
11, 1877.
11, 1877,
11, 1877.

Rioux.
Chs. Oct. Clavet.

| Joseph Dion....

Adjutor Baillargeon.

191
192
193
194

(Certified,)

A. H. VERRET,
Secretary- Treasurer.
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51

eald EL1p belore moving aer at suca tide.

A. H. VERRET, Secretary-Treasurer.

at 11 o’clock, p.m., close to Belle-

chasse Lighth

(Certified,)

ouse.

RETURN showing the opening of navigation at the Port of Quebec
in each year, from 1830 to 1878 inclusive ; also, the date of
closing thereof during that period.

Arrivals - Arrivals
from f?;‘;“fls Sailed  for Years from
Montreal, Shi :“‘ Sea. L Montreal,
Steawers. ps. Steamers.

ivals .
prrivals lsaited for

Ships. Ben.

Ycars,

Date. Date. Date. Date, Date. ’ Date.

Nov. 22

6.vveen
Tovreen do 23




