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The Synod ti 
Moderator, fronr 
tlie fulness of tli

The Synod wi 
Moderator.

Presbytery Ri 
mndc up and rca 

names.

[ The names o 
subsequent Sessi 
changes, on the 
in the course of 
ullimatdif agree

official members of svnod and committees,

f FOR 1847.

Rkv. John M. Roger, A.M., Peterboro’ Moderator.

Rev. William Rintovl, A.M., Strcetsville, Clerk and Convener ol 

College Committee.

Rev. M. Y. Stark, A.M., Dundas, Rev. Ralph Robb, Hamilton, 

Joint Conveners of Home Mission Committee.

John Laidlaw, Esq., Toronto, Treasurer to Synod Fund.

John McMurricu, Esq., Toronto, Treasurer to College Fund. 

Samuel Spreull, Esq., Toronto, Treasurer to Bursary Fund.

Daniel McNab, Esq., Hamilton, Treasurer to Home Mission Fund. 

John Redpath, Esq., Montreal, Treasurer for Foreign and Jewish 

Missions of Free Church of Scotland, and President of 

Sustentation Board.

James Walker, Esq., Hamilton, Secretary to Sustentation Board.

W. P. McLaren, Esq., Hamilton, Treasurer to

ii V1i.p M■f I?

■ » MINISTERS
James Douglass 

‘John M. Roger 
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Alexander Steel 

‘Robert Wallace
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MINUTES OF TI1E SYNOD AT KINGSTON.

ISESSION I. Session I.

Kingston Brock-street Presbyterian Church,

Wednesday, 2nd June, 1847, Seven «’Clock, P.M.
The Synod mot, and heard sermon from Mr. John Bayne, Sermon by 

Moderator, from Colossians ii., 9,—“For in him dwellcth all Mr- Ua>ne- 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily ”

TEES,
2Tlie Synod was constituted for business with prayer, by the 

Moderator.
Presbytery Rolls were given in, and the Synod Roll 

made up and read, and the Members present answered to their 
names.

was
'|1|

ill

invencr of
[The names of those who were present at this or unjy of the 

subsequent Sessions are marked with an asterisk. Certain 
changes, on the arrangement of names on the Roll, were made 
in the course of business. It is here given in the form it 
ultimately agreed on. Sc„ Sessions II., XIV., and XVI.]

Hamilton, ,!■
was

ft
PRESBYTERY OF COBOURG. Roll.

id.
1

MINISTERS.

James Douglass - 
‘John M. Roger - 
^William Reid - - 
Alexander Steele - 

‘Robert Wallace -

ELDERS.

Robert Seaton - 
*Jamcs Hamilton 
“William Lits ter

CONGREGATIONS 

(South) Cavan.
Peter boro and Cavan. 
Grafton and Colborne. 
Darlington.
Otonubee.
Cobourg.

William Reid, Presbytery Clerk.

d.

t §l Fund, 

nd Jewish 

esident of

;;

t
Andrew Jeffrey

■
Board.

PRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON. >

i'Henry Gordon - - - “lion. John McDonald Gananoque. 
‘James Rogers - - 
'William Hamilton 
‘Robert Reid - -

“Andrew Paterson - - Demorestville.
“Alexander McAlister- Picton.
“John Dickson, M.D. - Kingston, Brock Street, 
........ jyewburgh.
“James Stewart - - Kingston City Buildingt. 
........ Belleville.

. ... . Frcdericksburgh. 
William Hamilton, Presbytery Clerk.

.
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Minutes of the Synod at Kingston, 1847. Minutes of t4

PRESBYTERY OF BROCKVILLE.
CONGREGATIONS.

Jirockville.
Prescott. 
Edwardsburgh.
South Gower. 
Bellamyville.

James G rouie, Presbytery Clerk.

MINISRERS. ELDERS.

George Macnish 
George Scott - 
John Millar - -

MINISTERS.

Andrew Ferricr, 
‘Ralph Robb - - 
William Macalii 
George Clieyne 
Robert Lindsay 
Mark Y. Stark 
Donald McKcnzi 

‘John Bayne - - 
‘Angus Mackinto 
‘George Smellie - 
Daniel Allan 
William Meldru: 
Robert Pcden 
William Grahair 
John McKinnon

‘Alexander McLc 
Daniel Eastman ■ 
Jrmes Smith

‘William Smart 
Robert Boyd - 
James Geggie 

♦William J. McDowell William Martin
James Millar‘Alexander Luke -

PRESBYTERY OF PERTH.

Ramsay.John Graham 
William Cuthbcrtson - DalhousicandShcrbrookc.

♦William G. Johnston 
James Finlay - - - 

‘William Lochead 
♦Thomas Wardropc - 
Andrew Melville - - 

‘John Corbett - - -

Osgoode and Gloucester. 
By town.
Bristol.
Gatineau.
Macnab.
Perth.
Beckwith.
Middleton.

John Duric

James Pritchard -
----- Ferguson
‘Thomas Nicol 
‘Neil Stewart - - 
Duncan McK inlay

Thomas Wardrope, Presbytery Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.

Quebec.
Indian Lands.
St. Therese.
LaChutc.
Port Neuf.
Montreal, St. Gabriel St. 

do. Cote Street.

John Clugston - 
Daniel Clark 
David Black - - 
Thomas Henry - 

‘Simon C. Fraser 
♦William Leishman 
‘John Buchanan •John Redpath - 
F. C., Deputy officiating Minister.

•Walter McGilvray -----------------------
F. C., Deputy officiating Minister.
John Fraser, ordained l_____________

Missionary

Vankleek Hill Lochiel.

Cornwall andMartintoum.

St. Eustachc.
English River. 
Bccchridge.

William Leishman, Presbytery Clerk.

$

Robert Burns, D. 
‘William Rintoul 
Peter Gray . . 

•James Harris -
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\1847. Minutes of the Synod at Kingston, 1847.)

PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.
ONS.

MINISTERS.

Andrew Ferricr, D.D. 
’Ralph Robb - - - . 
William Maealister ■ 
George Cheyne - - 
Robert Lindsay - . 
Mark Y. Stark - . 
Donald McKenzie - - 

’John Bayne - - - . 
’Angus Mackintosh 
’George Smellie - - . 
Daniel Allan - - . 
William Meldrum - 
Robert Pcden - - 
William Graham - 
John McKinnon

’Alexander McLean - 
Daniel Eastman - 
Jrmes Smith

ELDERS.

John Mitchell - - 
’William McMillan

CONGREGATIONS.

Caledonia.
Hamilton.
Port Sarnia.
Saltjlcct and Binhrook. 
Ayr.
Dundas and Ancastcr. 
Zorra.
Galt.
Thorold-
Fergus.
North Easthope. 
Puslinch.
Amherstburgh.
Tuckersmilh.
St. Thomas.

S W ellington Square and 
( Watcrdoum.

Grimsby.

John Colville

Clerk. William Millar

•George Davidson -

James McBride
erbrooke-
oucester.

'*- - (without charge).
Niagvra.
Aldboro.
Guelph.
Williams.
London.
Woodstock.
Ingersol.
Tilbury.
Flamboro West, 8th Con- 
Woolwich.
Hunnville.
Walpole.

Mark Y. Stark, Presbytery Clerk.

Clerk.

Robert Martin 
Donald Fraser 
John Fraser - 
Andrew Smith

Robert Sanderson

abriel St. 
Street.

r Lochicl.

irtintown- PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

Robert Burns, D.D. ------------------------
’William Rintoul - - ’Ephraim Steen 
Peter Gray ...

•James Harris - -

- Toronto, Knox's Church.
- Strcelsvillc.
- Norval and Esqucsing.James Fraser - - 

(without charge).f Clerk.



Minutes of the Synod at Kingston, 1847.G
Minutes of

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO (Continued).
Presbyteries a 

business during I

The Synod to 
to devotional exe

The Comriiittc 
Synod to be tons

CONGREGATIONS.ELDERS.MINISTERS.

“Henry Esson, Professor, Knox's College.
“Alexander Gale, Professor, and Principal of Toronto Academy. 
Thomas Wightman, Toronto Academy.

York Mills.
Markham.
Vaughan and King.
IVest Gwillimbury. 
Thorah and Eldm.
Oro and Medontc. 
JYottawasaga.
Mono.
Caledon.
Acton and JYassagaweya. 
Chinguucousy.
Humber and Weston. 
Oakville and Trafalgar.

Peter Gray, Norval, Presbytery Clerk. 
The election of a new Moderator deferred until the Session of 

to-morrow forenoon, on the ground that several members of 
Synod had not yet arrived in Kingston.

A reference having been made to the Synod by the Clerk, 
Presbyteries, respecting uniformity in the making up of the Rolls of the 

several Presbyteries, and the propriety of placing permanently 
the Roll of the Presbytery of Toronto those Ministers not 

connected with charges who have during the past year been 
appointed to offices in Knox’s College and the Toronto Academy.

The Synod appointed the following Committee :—

Mr, Roger, Convener ; Mr. Rogers, Mr. Reid, Mr. Smellie, 
Mr. McDowell, Ministers ; Mr. Steen, Mr. Litster, Elders ; to 
consider the matters in said reference, to recommend some 
uniform method of making up the Rolls of Presbyteries, and also 
to report as to the propriety of giving all Ministers in the College 
and Academy not already attached to the Presbytery of Toronto, 
a place in the Presbytery.

A Committee of Bills and Overtures appointed—also, Commit
tees for revising the records of the several Presbyteries, and tho 
records of the Synod and Commission.

D, Campbell - 
D. G. McKay

David Gibson

The Synod me

At 11, A. m., tk

‘The Roll 
marked.

The Moderator 
of a new Modérai 
and seconded by. 
elected Modcratoi

The Synod exp 
but on Mr. Harri 
account of his hi 
that the motion sk

Mr. Gordon rr 
Moderator. Mr. 
withdrawn on th< 
was withdrawn ac

It was then 
appointed Modérai 
dially carried.

Rolls of was

Oil

Committees
mo
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>n, 1847.
Minutes of tlic Synod at Kingston, 1847 7

Presbyteries authorised to meet in Kingston for any competent Presbyteries to 
business during the present sessions. mcet*

ITIONS.

The Synod to meet to-morrow at 9, a. m., and devote one hour 
to devotional exercises.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures to meet at 10, and the 
Synod to be fconstituted for business at 11,King.

bury.
5/i/on.
onto.

A. M.

*

ssagaweya. SESSION II.

Veston.
Trafalgar.

nj Clerk.
3 Session of 
members of

Kingston City Buildings,

Thursday, 3rd June—9, A. M.

The Synod met, and engaged in devotional exercises.

At 11, a. m., the Synod was constituted with prayer.

‘The Roll 
marked.

The Moderator called on the Synod to proceed to the election Election of 
of a new Moderator. It was then moved by Mr. J. M. Roger, Moderator, 
and seconded by Mr. James Rogers, that Mr. James Harris bo 
elected Moderator for the ensuing year.

The Synod expressed their cordial approbation of the motion, 
but on Mr. Harris’s earnest declinature of the appointment, on 
account of his health and other considerations, it was agreed 
that the motion should be withdrawn.

Mr. Gordon moved that Mr. William Smart bo chosen 
Moderator. Mr. Smart requested that his name should be 
withdrawn on the ground of his infirm health. The motion 
was withdrawn accordingly.

It was then moved and seconded that Mr. John M. Roger bo 
appointed Moderator. The motion was unanimously and cor
dially carried.

f
>

■ the Clerk, 
lolls of the 
icrmanently 
inisters not 
t year been 
o Academy.

was called, and the names of members present

S’

I

lr. Smellie, 
Elders ; to 

mend some 
les, and also 
the College 
of Toronto,

io, Commit- 
ics, and the

8
.
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On motion made and seconded, it was unanimously agreed 
that Mr. Bayne be requested to allow the excellent sornn.11 

preached by him last night to be published. Mr. Bayne con
sented, and Mr. Smellie and Mr. Gordon were appointed to | 
superintend the publication, it being understood that no charge 1 
shall be made oil the Synod Fund on account of it. |

The Synod m<Mr. Bayne’s 
Sermon.

Report of the

In conformity 
was agreed that I 
The Synod to me 
in devotional exc 
1 p. m. ; to meet 

I evening at 7 or 1 
I stood that at the f 
I or Committees, a 
I interesting to the

The Committi 
Kingston and nt 

I and the Report v

The Synod call 
a letter to the Gt 
Ireland ; it was 
prepared.

The Synod a] 
prepared during l 
Hamilton, Mr. 1 
Committee for th

Mr.M'Gilvray Mr. Walter McGilvray, Minister of St. Jude’s Church, 
Deputy. Glasgow, deputy from the Free Church of Scotland, being 

present, was cordially and unanimously welcomed by the Synod, 
and invited to sit and deliberate during the present sessions.

A report from the Committee on the reference from the Clerk, 
respecting the Rolls of Presbyteries, was given in and read.

The Synod sustained the Report, and referred the r'commeii 
dation in it respecting the admission into Presbyteries of Ciders 
front Congregations not having Pastors, to the Committee on the 
Code of Discipline, and in terms of the other recommendations 
of the Report, resolved—that no general rule lor the present be 
passed respecting the admission into Presbyteries of Ministers 
not in settled charges, but that each case shall be brought before I; 
the Synod through the Presbytery of the bounds, to be dealt with ; 
as the Synod shall see fit ;—that Mr. Alexander Gale, Principal E 
of the Toronto Academy, be received as a member of the Prcsby- I 
tery of Toronto ;—and that the question as to the admission into | 
the same Presbytery of Mr. Thomas Wightman, First Assistant E 
Master in the aforesaid Academy, shall be considered in connexion 
with a reference from the Presbytery of Kingston, respecting his I 
demission of his ministerial charge at Camden. i

Resolution 
respecting 
Synod Roll.

Mr; Bayne rep 
Pastoral Letter.

Mr. Gale, in 1 
Deed, reported th 
the hands of legaCommittees were appointed on the Records of the Synod and 

Commission ; on the Records of Presbyteries ; on the Synod 
fund ; for the appointing of Ministers to preach in Kingston 
and the neighbourhood on the next Lord’s day.

Committees.

The Synod ret 
hasten the finish!

The Synod agreed to meet this evening in Brock Street Church, ■ Mr. Smellie, ir
Widow’s Fund, re 
ed to report befor 
Mr. Johnston, Mr

to hear the Reports of Presbyteries on their Home Missions. 
Mr. McGilvray, Deputy from the Free Church, was requested 
to address the Synod and the congregation that may assemble.

The Chair was then vacated by Mr. Bayne and taken by Mr. 
Roger.

b Minutes ofMinutes oi the Synod at Kingston, 1847.,8
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Minutes of the Synod ^t Kingston, 1847.>n, 1847. 9

ikcu by Mr. SESSIO. T III.

Thursday, 3rd June—3 JP.M.
The Synod met and was constituted with prayer.

Report of the Committee on Bills and Overtures read.

In conformity with the recommendation of that Committee, it Hotirs fot the 
was agreed that the arrangement for business shall be as follows : ]?ee,‘n8 of 
The Synod to meet every morning at 9 o’clock ; to spend an hour 
in devotional exercises ; to meet at 10 for business and cldse at 
1 p. m. ; to meet at 3 r. m. and close at 6 ; and to meet in the 
evening at 7 or 7|, as circumstances may require, it being under
stood that at the forenoon meeting the Synod may sit in Committee 
or Committees, and that in the evening matters more generally 
interesting to the Christian community shall be taken up.

The Committee on arranging for Ministers to preach in Preaching tid 
Kingston and neighbouring places on Sabbath next reported, Sabbath, 
and the Report was received and adopted.

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee for preparing L« r to Irish 
a letter to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Cfc-reh. 
Ireland ; it was reported that the letter had not yet been 
prepared.

The Synod appointed that a draft of such letter shall be 
prepared during the sessions of the Synod ;—Mr. Bayne, Mr*
Hamilton, Mr. Reid, Ministers ; Mr. Steen, Elder ; to be a 
Committee for that purpose.

Mr; Bayne repotted that he had not been able to prepare the Pastoral 
Pastoral Letter. Letter.

Mr. Gale, in behalf of the Committee on the Model Trust Model Trust 
Deed, reported that the copy of a Model Trust Deed was still in Deed, 
the hands of legal Counsel, to whom it had been referred.

The Synod reappointed the Committee* with instructions to 
hasten the finishing of the draft and issuing the same.

Mr. Smellie, in behalf of the Committee On a scheme of a Widows’ fund. 
Widow’s Fund, reported progress. The Committee were instruct
ed to report before the rising of the Synod, and Mr. Hamilton,
Mr. Johnston, Mr. Reid, Mr. Lochcad, Ministers ; Mr. McAlister,

I
jsly agreed 
cut scrim.ii 
Bayne con- 
ppointed to 
t no charge

c’s Church, 
land, being 
the Synod, 
ssions.

:i
I the Clerk, 
d read.

-
!
!

r'comineii 
es of Elders 
littee on the 
inondations 
; present be 
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lught before 
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nission into 
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10 Minutes of the Synod at Kingston, 1847.i Minutes of 1

Dr. Dickson, Hon. John Macdonald, Elders'; and James Walker, 
Esq., Secretary to the Sustentation Board, were added to the 
Committee.

It was reported by the Clerk in absence of Dr. Burns, Convener 
of the Committee on Visitations, that the digest of the returns 
of visitations had not yet been completed.

The Synod reappointed the Committee, with instructions to 
have the digest finished and to submit the same to the first 
ordinary meeting of Commission.

Mr. Gale gave in a Report concerning the Missionary 
Record.

The Synod appointed the following Committee, viz. :—Mr. 
dale, Convener ; Mr. Robb, Mr. McDowell, Mr. Smellie, Mr. 
Rogers, Ministers; Mr. McMillan, Mr. Litstcr, Mr. McAlister, 
Elders ; to consider what measures it may be necessary to adopt 
for increasing the circulation of the Record.

The Synod received through the Committee of Bills and 
Overtures, a communication from Mr. Geo. Wardrope, Secretary 
of the Students’ Missionary Society in Knox's College, respecting 
a Mission to the French Canadians, stating that the Society was 
ready to sustain one of its own members as a Missionary to that 
neglected class of our fellow subjects, and that one of them had 
now gone to Canada East to acquire the French language. 
Accompanying the said communication, there was transmitted a 
copy of the Regulations of said Society. Mr. Rintoul, as Con
vener of the College Committee, gave an account of the circum
stances in which the projected Mission of the Students originated, 
and testified, as did also Mr. Gale, to the high qualifications as 
to scholarship and piety of Mr. John Black, the Student who had 
given himself to prepare for a Mission to the French Canadians. 
Several members expressed their views as to the great importance 
of the Church’s engaging actively and zealously in Missionary' 
labours to our benighted fellow subjects the French Canadians ; 
when the following resolution was submitted to the Synod and 
adopted

That the Synod, highly approving of the excellent spirit 
manifested in reference to this matter by the Students of Knox’s 
College, desire to give them every encouragement in their under
taking : and this Synod recognise the French Canadian population

. as an important f 
to the special atti 
Synod also havin 
with the College, 
cations of Mr. BI 
work, would giv 
studies with a vi< 
would further rec 
formed in the dill 
view of exciting i 
for its support. 
Committee to cl 
supervision of the 
and all such Socii 
recommendations

Report on 
Visitations.

K

Missionary
Record.

il

Students’
Missionary
Society.

The Synod me

Mr. John Buch 
Free Church, and 
Montreal, was ini

The Clerk read 
that he was prevei 
stating also that 1 
meeting on acco 
immigrants, and 
prayer meetings, 
prayer.

The Synod recei’ 
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on, 1847. Minutes of the Synod at Kingston, 1847. 11

nes Walker, 
iddcd to the

as an important field of Missionary enterprise, and recommend it 
to the special attention of the Home Mission Committee. The 
Synod also having received from members of the Court connected 
with the College, highly satisfactory testimony as to the qualifi
cations of Mr. Black, who has ofiered to devote himself to this 
work, would give him every encouragement to prosecute his 
studies with a view of labouring in this field. And the Synod 
would further recommend that Juvenile Missionary Societies be 
formed in the different congregations under their charge, with a 
view of exciting an interest in this Mission, and collecting funds 
for its support. The Synod further instruct their Home Mission 
Committee to charge themselves with the encouragement and 
supervision of the Students’ Missionary Society of Knox’s College, 
and all such Societies as may be formed in terms of the foregoing 
recommendations.

is, Convener 
the returns

tructions to 
to the first

Missionary

viz. :—Mr. 
mellie, Mr. 

, McAlister, 
ary to adopt

SESSION IV.

f Bills and 
e, Secretary 
> respecting 
Society wan 
nary to that 
of them had 

language, 
ansmitted a 
>ul, as Con- 
the circum- 
i originated, 
ifications as 
nit who had 
Canadians, 
importance 
Missionary' 
Canadians ; 
Synod and

Kingston, Brock Street Church,
Thursday, 3rd June—1\ P.M.

The Synod met and was constituted with praise and prayer.

Mr. John Buchanan, Minister at Bothwell, Deputy from the Mr.Buchanan, 
Free Church, and acting Minister in Cote Street Congregation, ®eputjr' 
Montreal, was introduced to the Synod, and cordially welcomed.

The Clerk read a letter from Mr. Clugston, Quebec, stating Letter from 
that he was prevented from being present on account of ill-health ; Mr- Clugeton. 
stating also that his people were about to have a special prayer 
meeting on account of the prevailing mortality amongst the 
immigrants, and that at that meeting, as well as the ordinary 
prayer meetings, the Synod would be specially remembered in 
prayer.

The Synod received through the Committee of Bills and Overtures, Overture on 
an Overture for the remodelling of the Home Mission Scheme, Home 
with a view to the prosecution of Missionary operations through- leeion1, 
out the land with greater vigour, unity, and efficiency. The Synod 
heard from all the Presbyteries, through their several Clerks or 
other members, reports respecting the extent of the destitution 
of ordinances in their several bounds, and the Missionary opera
tions conducted therein for the past year.

■lient spirit 
s of Knox’s 
heir under- 

i population
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Minutes of the Synod at Kingston, 1847,13 Minutes of tl

Mr. MeGilvray being called on, addressed the Synod and the 
vray sAddrees. congregation assembled on the interesting state of Glengary in 

respect to the awakened interest in behalf of divine ordinances 
happily existing amongst the people, and also on recent events 
in the history of the Free Church of Scotland, and the hopeful 
appearance of an advancement of true religion in Scotland.

The following resolution was then moved, seconded, and 
unanimously adopted :— 1

That the Synod gladly avail themselves of this renewed occa- 1 
sion afforded them by the presence of Messrs. MeGilvray and I 
Buchanan, Deputies of the Free Church, of recording their I 
sense of their great and manifold obligations to that Church for I 
the exertions which she has made for the evangelization of this I 
land, and for the invaluable assistance she has rendered to this 1 
Church in extending the Gospel to its distant stations and con
gregations ; and they would specially tender their thanks to the 
before-mentioned Deputies for their attendance on the Synod, 
and the assistance received from them in the proceedings of this 
Court. And further, this Synod would earnestly and respectfully 
press it on the serious and prayerful consideration of these bre- U 
thren, whether what they have already witnessed and known of 
the spiritual wants of this country and of the multitudes of our 
Presbyterian population, and especially of the Gaelic speaking 
portion of it destitute of Gospel ordinances, does not constitute I 
a call in Providence to them to give themselves permanently to | 
the work of the Lord in Canada.

A Committee appointed to draft a series of resolutions for I 
remodelling the Home Mission Scheme. ;

Mr. McGil- The Report of tl

Mr. Leishman, 
reported that on th 
have met by their 
in attendance cxce 
Street Church, an 
appointed. Mr. L 
be appointed to n 
Montreal now prei 
mall. The Sync 
Presbytery of Mor 
any of the present 
Mr. Gale and Mr. 
the reasons stated

Thanks to 
Deputies.

The Synod met

The Synod call 
when James Wall 
was read—Mr. W 
the report. It wa 
mously agreed to- 
thanks of the Syi 
Secretary thereof, 
charge committed

Committee.

SESSION V.

Thanks were ac 
Walker, Esq.

The Synod re-a

The Synod tool 
Sustentation Boan 
lions were adoptee

Kingston, City Buildings,
Friday, 4 th June—9 Jl.M.

The Synod met for devotional exercises.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures met at 10 a. m , and 
thereafter the Synod was constituted with prayer by the 
Moderator.

*

se
s

.v
*

Tr
^v

r
T

1

---
--

 ■ --
-- J

si
-

1
m

■

a

- :



i, 1847, Minutes of the Synod at Kingston, 1847. 13

tod and the 
engary in 
Drdinances 
ent events

The Report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures was read.

Mr. Leishman, as Clerk of the Presbytery of Montreal, Presbyiery of 
reported that on the 27th of May last, when the Presbytery should Montreal, 
have met by their own adjournment none of the members were 
in attendance except Mr. Buchanan, officiating Minister of Cote 
Street Church, and craved the Synod to have another meeting 
appointed. Mr. Leishman also requested that assessors might 
be appointed to meet with the members of the Presbytery of 
Montreal now present, on the ground that their number was so 
small. The Synod agreed to the application and appointed the 
Presbytery of Montreal to meet at Kingston in the interval of 
any of the present sessions of the Synod, and they also appointed 
Mr. Gale and Mr. Bayne assessors with the said Presbytery for 
the reasons stated by Mr. Leishman.
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SESSION VI.

Kingston,
Friday, Alh June—4 P.M. 11

The Synod met and was constituted with prayer. t

I
The Synod called for the Report of the Sustentation Board, Sustentation

when James Walker, Esq., Secretary, gave in a report, which Board's
Report.

1
I

was read—Mr. Walker was heard in illustration and support of 
the report. It was thereupon moved and seconded, and unani
mously agreed to—That the report be received, and the cordial 
thanks of the Synod be tendered to James Walker, Esq., the 
Secretary thereof, for diligence and attention to the important 
charge committed to their trust.

Utions for

1 8

Thanks were accordingly tendered by the Moderator to James Thanks to Mr. 
Walker, Esq. Walker.

The Synod re-appointed the Sustentation Board.

The Synod took up the consideration of the Report of the 
Sustentation Board, when, after reasoning, the following resolu
tions were adopted :—

os,
9 Ji.M.

<n

a. m , and 
r by the



themselves to the 
ness to us ns a ( 
glory.

Mr. Robb movi 
of the Synod tend 
the Committee foi 
important trust c< 
connexion with tl 
motion and addrei 
when the Modéra 
to Mr. Rintoul, tl 
ledged.

Resolution
concerning
Sustentation
Scheme.

1st. That the Synod sanction, under existing circumstances, 
the limitation recommended by the Board as to the rate at which 
the deduction from the larger contributions to the Sustentation 
Fund are to be made.

*

2nd. That Presbyteries be enjoined to use their best exertions 
to induce all congregations within their bounds, and especially 
those calling Ministers for the first time, to place themselves 
upon the Sustentation Fund.

A resolusion respecting the sanctioning of charges was sub
mitted, when, after discussion, it was agreed to resume the con
sideration of the same at the Forenoon Session of to-morrow.

It was then mo 
the motion, and si 
ried—That the R 
a Committee to c 
series of resolutio 
the Synod at an e 
Mr. Robb, Mr. G 
Macdonald, John 
Elders.

It was agreed to meet in the evening in the Brock Street 
Church, to hear the report of the College Committee, and Mr. 
Buchanan, Deputy from the Free Church, was requested to 
address the Synod and congregation.

8,:‘

I SESSION VII.
i

Kingston, Brock Street Church,
Friday, 4th June—8 P.M.

The Synod met, and was constituted with praise and prayer.

The Report of the College Committee was called for, and was 
read by Mr. Rintoul, Convener.

Mr. Buchanan, Deputy from the Free Church of Scotland, 
presented a motion, and addressed the Synod and congregation 
iiî connexion with it.

Mr. Bayne cal 
I circumstances of 
I these are brought 
I were when, on thi 
I and forty four, i 
I present place of 
I separation from t 
I the Established C 
I giving to the £ 
I in our circumstam 
I motion, unanimou

A portion of th< 
words, “ the city 
call of the Model

The Synod was

Report of
College
Committee.miI!

y;
h ~ i

.

H

JKThe motion was seconded by the Hon. John Macdonald, and 
' ■^^Bnanimously carried. It is as follows :—

That the Synod, with the full recognition of their great 
unworthiness as a Council of the Church, and of the much un
profitableness and sin which attach to the âeveral members 
thereof, and their congregations, are specially called on in the 
view of the success with which God has thus far crowned their 
efforts for educating the youths who have been led to devote
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themselves to the Ministry, to acknowledge His grace and kind
ness to us as a Church, and to ascribe to Him the praise and 
glory.

Mr. Robb moved that the report be received, and the thanks Thanks to 
of the Synod tendered to the Convener and to the members of Convener,&c. 
the Committee for the attention and care bestowed by them on 
important trust committed to them, and addressed the Synod in 
connexion with the motion. John Redpath, Esq., seconded the 
motion and addressed the meeting—it was unanimously carried : 
when the Moderator, in the name of the Synod, tendered thanks 
to Mr. Rintoul, the Convener, and the same were duly acknow
ledged.

iumstanccs, 
ite at which 
lustontation

st exertions 
1 especially 
themselves

ts was sub- 
ne the con- 
morrow.

It was then moved by Mr. Hamilton, who spoke in support of Committee <rft
_ Report.ock Street 

:, and Mr. 
•quested to

the motion, and seconded by Dr Dickson, and unanimously car 
ried—That the Report be referred to the following members 
a Committee to consider its various details, and to prepare 
series of resolutions in regard to the same, to be submitted to 
the Synod at an early Session, viz.:—Mr. Rintoul, Mr. Bayne» 
Mr. Robb, Mr. Gale, Mr. Hamilton, Ministers ; and Hon. John 
Macdonald, John Redpath, Esq., Dr. Dickson, Mr. McMillan, 
Elders.

as

Mr. Bayne called the attention of the Synod to the altered Grounds for 
circumstances of the Church at the present time, especially as ,hanksSlvin6- 
these are brought out in the College Report, from what they 
were when, on the tenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty four, and in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
present place of meeting, the Synod first met after the 
separation from the Body that continnues in connection with 
the Established Church of Scotland, and the grounds of thanks
giving to the great Head of the Church, for that change 
in our circumstances.—-The Synod, thereupon, on Mr. Bayne's 
motion, unanimously agreed to Offer up thanks to God.

A portion of the 72nd Psalm was sung, beginning with these 
words, “ the city shall be flourishing,” and Mr. Rintoul, on the 
call of the Moderator, offered up prayer and thanksgiving.

The Synod was closed with the blessing.

-8 P.M.
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SESSION VIII.

Kingston City Buildings, 
Saturday, 6 th June—9 A. M.

The Synod met

Reports of Coi 
Ved and sustainet 
the recommeiidatii

The attention o 
that in one insti 
Kingston, the ori 
laying on of hand 
ittittee, viz : Mh 
Ministers, and JV! 
tery of Kingston, 
observed within tl 
the subject.

In accordanbe v 
of Synod were âtt

The Report on 
Sustained, and the 
Conformity with 
said Records, cm 
meetings, at Toro 
of February last, 
htrities connected

The Synod met for devotional exercises.

At 10 a. M. the Committee of Bills and Overtures met

Thereafter the Synod was constituted, with prayer.

A letter was read from Mr. Boyd of Prescott, accounting for 
his absence on the ground of sickness in his family.

Leltct front 
Mr. Boyd.

Sanctioning of The Synod resumed the consideration of the resolution res-
Charges. pecting the sanctioning of charges, when, after lengthened rea

soning it was unanimously resolved :

That the Synod fully recognizing the necessity of the utmost 
caution in the sanctioning of charges and the settlement of 
ministers, refer the subject to the Committee on a Code of Dis
cipline, to prepare a draf t of a measure on the subject to be pre
sented to the Synod during the present Session, and instruct 
the members of the said committee to meet and consult with 
members of Presbyteries, with the view of determining the 
vacant charges within their bounds that may be recommended 
for sanction at the present meeting of Synod.

The Synod, considering that several brethren were about to 
leave town to preach in the neighbourhood to-morrow, agreed 
not to meet for business this afternoon, but to meet in the even
ing for special prayer for the revival and extension of the 
Church, and for its rising ministry.

Evening
Meeting.

SESSION IX.

Kingston,
Saturday, 6th June—8 P. M.

The Synod met and was const’ uted with praise and prayer.

The Moderator called on several brethren, by whom supplica
tions and intercessions were presented to the throne of grace.

At 10 o’clock the Synod closed with the Apostolical blessing

The Synod was

Meeting for 
Prayer. An overture froi 

of the amended act 
*»d Preachers of «

c
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SYNOD X.

Kingston,
Monday, 1th June—11 A. M. 

The Synod met and was constituted with prayer;

»GS,

-9 A. M.

Reports of Committees on Presbytery Records were recei- ReC0It|s 
Ved and sustained, and the Records attested in accordance with attested, 
the recommendations of the several

met-

reports;

The attention of thé Synod having been called to the fact, Mode of 
that in one instance in a congregation in the Presbytery of Ordaining 
Kingston, the ordination of Elders had been conducted by the Eldere* 

laying on of hands The Synod appointed the following corti- 
ittittee, viz : Mh Bàyne, (Convener), Mr. Robb, Mr. Smellie,
Ministers, and Mr. Stewart, Elder, to meet with the Presby
tery of Kingston, arid ascertain to what extent this practice is 
observed within thé bounds of that Presbytery, and to report on 
the subject.

Hinting for

dation res- 
thened rea-

the utmost 
tlement of 
)de of Dis- 
: to be pre
nd Instruct 
insult with 
nining the 
:ommended

In accordante With the Réport of the Cdnttnittee, thé RëcordS 
of Synod were attested;

The Report oh the Corrimission Records was received and Records of 
Sustained, and the Records wefré also read. The Moderator, in Commission» 
Conformity with the recommendation of the Report, attested 
said Records, cum hoc nota, that the proceedings taken at the 
meetings, at Toronto on the 7th October, 1846, and the 4th day 
of February last, be confirmed, notwithstanding certain irregu
larities connected with said meetings.

If’ ii, II lit,
I is i
■I

I,

re about to 
iw, agreed 
l the even- 
on of the

; ! * -; I '

11,
SESSION XI.

Kingston,
Monday, 1th Ju/ie,—3 P. Mi—8 P* M»

id prayer.

(i supplica- 
f grace.

il blessing

The Synod was constituted with prayer.

An overture from the Presbytery of Kingston for an alteration Alteration of 
of the amended act of last Synod, for the admission of Ministers Acl forr ^"!B- 
»ad Preachers of other Churches was read. Mr. Robert Reid, tera! °' MlnltX

c
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Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Gordon from the Presbytery of Kingston, 
were heard in support of the overture. Various members ex
pressed their views on the subject ; when, on motion, made and 
seconded, the following deliverance was adopted :—

effect, and remit 
bounds the applict 
probationer, accordi

The Synod approve the overture in so far as it recommends 
the disallowing a reference to the Commission on the admission 
of Ministers and Preachers. And further enact and declare 
that henceforth all applications for admission shall be referred 
to the Synod. And in conformity with these provisions the 
Synod now further amend the original act for the admission of 
Ministers and Preachers, and adopt it as amended to the follow
ing tenor :—

The Synod met

Mr. Reid laid oi 
West, exhibiting 
Church, a present 
late Minister at C(

Amended Act. That ministers and licentiates of churches strictly and intimately 
in connection with this church, and who shall have come in the 
way of orderly translation, or who shall have been expressly 
designated or commissioned as ministers or as missionaries, by such 
churches to this church, shall on application to any Presbytery 
and on producing the proper documentary evidence, be at once 
received and admitted as ministers and probationers of this church. 
And that in respect to all others making application to any Presby
tery for admission into the church, and producing at the time of 
such application satisfactory testimonials of their good and regular 
standing in the churches with which they have previously been 
connected, they shall be dealt with as the Presbytery may see fit, 
in the way of private conference, examination, and hearing them 
preach, with a view of fully ascertaining their personal piety, 
soundness in the faith, their ministerial gifts and efficiency, and

The Map was r< 
with the books am 
record an expressif

The Synod proc 
tery of Montreal, 
Quebec, for the fo 
J. Gibb, Chairman

Mr. Hossack a] 
asked permission b 
ator and Members 
Synod assembled, 
was granted, and t

their prudence and propriety of deportment ; and when the Pres
bytery shall deem it to be necessary for greater satifaction in 
regard to any or all of these points, they shall correspond with 
parties who may be able to communicate the information required 
as to the applicants ; And that when the Presbytery shall have The Synod calle

read : Extracts froibeen fully satisfied, and are agreed to record their satisfaction 
they shall cause circular letters containing duly certified copies of 
such deliverance, with reference to the specific grounds of it, to A petition from 

Quebec, to the Ret 
tery of Montreal, i 
the organization t 
Quebec, together t

A copy of state! 
tery of Montreal, 2 
application made ft

be transmitted to the Synod Clerk, as also to the several other 
Presbyteries ; that these Presbyteries shall record a deliverance 
thereon, and transmit a copy of such deliverance without delay to 
the Synod Clerk, who shall lay these documents before the Synod 
at the first stated meeting thereof; and in the event of the deli
verance of Presbyteries being favourable, they shall hear the appli
cant preach, and if they deem it necessary, examine him, and if 
satisfied in the whole premises, shall record a deliverane to that
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Kingston, 
mbcrs ex- 
made and

effect, and remit accordingly to the Presbytery within whose 
bounds the applicant resides, to receive him as a minister or 
probationer, according as the case may be, of this Church.

tommends 
admission 
d declare 
e referred 
sions the 
nission of 
îe follow-

SESSION XII.

Kingston, 1th June,

Monday, half-past Seven, P. M.

The Synod met and was constituted with prayer.

Mr. Reid laid on the tabp a Lithographed Map of Canada Map from Mr. 
West, exhibiting the stations occupied by the Presbyterian A*exant*eri 
Church, a present to the Synod from Mr. Thomas Alexander, 
late Minister at Cobourg.

The Map was received and committed to the Clerk to be kept 
with the books and papers of the Synod ; and it was agreed to 
record an expression of thanks to Mr. Alexander for this gift.

The Synod proceeded to take up a reference from the Presby- Reference 
tery of Montreal, regarding a memorial from certain parties in ^rom Montreal 
Quebec, for the formation of a new congregation there. Signed1 ITsl,ytery"
J. Gibb, Chairman ; J. S. Hossack, Secretary.

Mr. Hossack appeared in behalf of the memorialists, and 
asked permission to present a memorial addressed to the Moder
ator and Members of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in 
Synod assembled, on the subject of the reference ; permission 
was granted, and the memorial was laid on the table.

The Synod called for the papers in this case, when there were 
read: Extracts from the Minutes of the Presbytery of Montreal. Papers in

A petition from James Gibb, Esquire, and certain parties in 
Quebec, to the Rev. the Moderator and Members of the Presby
tery of Montreal, craving the Presbytery to adopt measures for 
the organization of a second Presbyterian Congregation in 
Quebec, together with various relative papers.

A copy of statement of Mr. Clugston, made to the Presby
tery of Montreal, 26th May, 1847, setting forth his views of the 
application made for the organization of a new congregation.

I

intimately 
ne in the 

expressly 
b, by such 
Presbytery 
e at once 
is church, 
ty Presby
tie time of 
id regular 
)us!y been 
ay see fit, 
iring them 
nal piety, 
ency, and 
the Pres- 

faction in 
iond with 
n required 
shall have 
faction ;— 

copies of 
of it, to 

eral other 
eliverance 
t delay to 
he Synod 
: the deli- 
the appli- 
m, and if 
e to that

case.

:
"V

: -
 y 

«r
*j

«5
K

ij-
»S

Ba
ag

g-
-..

as
■m

■■
 m

e



20 Minutes of the Synod at Kingston, 1847, Minutes of tli

Also the memorial presented to the Synod in behalf of the 
original petitioners by Mr. Hossack,

It was also moi 
McMillan,—

That the Synod 
treal, who, inconne 
in Quebec regard! 
afterwards, in conji 
prayer of the petiti

Mr. Leishman, in behalf of the Presbytery of Montreal, 
stated that the difficulties and importance of the case, and the 
bearings which it has on the general interests of the Church, 
led the Presbytery to make this reference. The Synod, sustained 
the reference and agreed to hear parties.

After reasoning 
when there voted ft 
motion 17 ; Mr. Rt 
be the judgment of

Partie». ^o appearance was made for Mr. Clugston.

Mr. John Simpson Hossack, of Quebec, appeared for the 
memorialists, and addressed the Synod in their behalf, and gave 
explanations in answer to questions of members.

The Synod appc 
and Mr. Wardrope 
in carrying out the

Parties being removed, various members addressed the house* 
when the following motion was submitted by Mr. Bayne, and 
seconded by Mr. Fraser.

The Synod having considered the reference from the Presby
tery of Montreal with respect to the proposed erection of a new 
pastoral charge in Quebec, and having heard the statements of 
the parties concerned, find that it ha,s not been satisfactorily 
shown that the erection, of a new Pastoral charge is called, for, 
by the existing wants of the Presbyterian population in Quebec 
who are either in connexion with the Synod, or likely to become 
so ; but inasmuch as it appears that the congregation of St. 
John’s Church are placed under disadvantages, and in particular 
that the extension of the congregation in proportion to the wants 
of the population is hindered by the smallness of the Church, and 
the inconvenience of the locality in which it is situated, recom
mend to the congregation to consider the propriety of taking 
steps for the erection of a new and more commodious Church, 
and in a more suitable locality, and remit to the Presbytery, 
along with Assessors to be appointed by the Synod to bring this 
recommendation formally before them, and in the meantime 
affectionately intreat the parties who have been taking measures 
for the erection of a separate charge to delay further action in thp 
matter till the effect of this recommendation is apparent, and at 
the same time assure them that if it shall then appear that the 
erection of a new charge is called for, the Synod will be happy 
fo cq-operate with them, for the accomplishment of tbefr object-

Mr. Bayne’s 
Motion.

The Synod enge 
was constituted for

A Committee wa 
to the Presbytery c 
in the case of the 
draft to the Synod.

The Synod had 
and Overtures, a r< 
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i

ialf of the It was also moved by Mr. Redpath, and seconded by Mr.
McMillan,—

That the Synod appoint Assessors to the Presbytery of Mon- Mr Red path's 
treal, who, in connexion with the Presbytery, shall takeevidence Mottos, 
in Quebec regarding the whole merits of the case, and shall 
afterwards, in conjunction with the Presbytery, decide upon the 
prayer of the petition for the formation of a new congregation.

After reasoning the Roll was called, and the votes marked, Vote, 
when there voted for Mr. Bayne’s motion 6, for Mr. Redpath’s 
motion 17 ; Mr. Redpath’s motion was accordingly declared to 
be the judgment of the Synod.

The Synod appointed the Moderator, Mr. Robb, Mr. Reid, 
and Mr. Wardrope, Assessors with the Presbytery of Montreal, 
jn carrying out the judgment of the Synod,
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SESSION XIII.
*

Kingston,
Tuesday, 8th June,—9} A M.

The Synod engaged in devotional exercises, and thereafter 
was constituted for business.

A Committee was appointed to prepare a draft of instructions Quebec case, 
to the Presbytery of Montreal, and assessors for their procedure 
in the case of the Memorialists in Quebec, and to report the 
draft to the Synod.

The Synod had transmitted, through the Committe of Bills Case of 
and Overtures, a reference from the Presbytery of Montreal Discipline, 
respecting two Memorials from various individuals, members or Monlr,al- 
adherents to the Cote Street congregation, complaining of the 
actings of the session of said congregation in keeping back per
sons from communion with the church on the ground of traffick
ing in wine and spirituous liquors.

Mr. Leishman appeared for the Presbytery of Montreal, and 
fCfld extracts from the minutes of Presbytery, also the Memo-
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it Osgoode and Glou 
that of Perth.

The Synod having 
formity with the re 
transference, and the 
are accordingly, trar 
to the Presbytery of

The Synod resume 
the Presbytery of M

Mr. Gordon’s moti

rials of the parties who brought the case before the Presbytery, 
also extracts from the minutes of the Session of Cote Street 
Church.—He stated that the Presbytery had referred the case 
aimpliciter to the Synod, because of its importance to the whole 
Church.

The Synod sustained the reference, and as it involved a com
plaint against the Session of Montreal, it was agreed that the 
session should be sisted as a party.

Parties being called, no appearance was made for the memo
rialists.

Mr. Redpath appeared for the Session of Cote Street Church, 
and spoke at great length in explanation and defence of the 
Session.

Several members addressed the Synod. A motion was made 
by Mr. Gordon, and seconded by Mr. McLean, who severally 
spoke in support of the motion.

The hour of adjournment being come, it was agreed that the 
motion should lie on the table until the afternoon session.

Parties.

The Synod having 
of the efforts, which : 
being made by the o 
purity and spiritualit 
cation in candidates 
Church.

The Synod furthet 
Kirk Sessions to c 
Church, arising froi 
traffic in them.

The Synod encour 
all other Church Se 
deuce, and faithfulne 
to membership, whet 
ings or habits adver 
rests of the Redeeme 
perity of the congre

The Synod, at the 
general rule or spec 
seem to give, temp 
doty, an undue or e 
dealt with on its ow 
any difficulties may - 
ing liquors, or the 
Sessions carefully to 
circumstances of eai 
their judgment in t 
clearly appear.

SESSION XIV.

Kingston,
Tuesday, June 8th,—2$ P. M.

Z!.:!"
The Synod met and was constituted with prayer. ill

/ " ' j i J 111',*|

Mr. Rintoul, in behalf of James Shaw, Esq., Treasurer to theTreasurer to
Synod Fund. Synpd Fund, tendered his resignation of the Treasurership to 

that fund.—The Synod accepted Mr. Shaw’s resignation, and 
it was agreed to record their thanks to Mr. Shaw for hie faith
ful services to the Church in that office for the last two years.

, ' 1 ■ ■ . .ii I-.
John Laidlaw, Esq., of the House of Messrs. Henderson it 

Laidlaw, Toronto, was appointed Treasurerjto the Synod.

Osgoode and Synod received, through the Committee of Bills ând
Gloucester an- Overtures, an overture for the transference of the congregations
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at Osgoode and Gloucester from the Presbytery of Brockville to Hexed to Penh 
that of Perth. Presby.ery.

The Synod having considered the overture, agreed, in con
formity with the recommendation of the Committee, to the 
transference, and the congregations at Osgoode and Gloucester 
are accordingly, transferred from the Presbytery of Brockville 
to the Presbytery of Perth.

The Synod resumed the consideration of the reference from Montreal 
the Presbytery of Montreal :

Mr. Gordon’s motion was read, and is as follows :

The Synod having considered the reference cordially approve Mr. Gordon’s 
of the efforts, which it appears from the records of Session, are Motion, 
being made by the office bearers of the congregation to secure 
purity and spirituality and a right standard of Christian qualifi
cation in candidates for admission to the membership of the 
Church.

The Synod further approve of all right means being taken by 
Kirk Sessions to counteract every influence injurious to the 
Church, arising from the use of intoxicating drinks and the 
traffic in them.

The Synod encourage and earnestly recommend to this and 
all other Church Sessions to use all possible tenderness, pru
dence, and faithfulness, in dealing with applicants for admission 
to membership, wherever there appears anything in their call
ings or habits adverse to the glory of God, opposed to the inte
rests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and detrimental to the pros. 
perity of the congregation whose membership is claimed.

The Synod, at the same time, recommend, that instead of any 
general rule or special test being applied which might give, or 
seem to give, temperance, or any other branch of Christian 
duty, an undue or exclusive preeminence, each case should be 
dealt with on its own merits ; and that in this view, wherever 
any difficulties may occur connected with the use of intoxicat
ing liquors, or the traffic in them, the Synod recommend to 
Sessions carefully to investigate and put on Record the whole 
circumstances of each particular case, so that the grounds of 
their judgment in admitting or rejecting the candidate may 
clearly appear.
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24 Minutes of the Synod at Kingston, l84?< Minutes of 1

Mr. Bayne moved in amendment, seconded by Mr. McMillan t
viz., Mr. Gale, M 
Mr. Rintoul.Mr. Bayne's The Synod having considered the reference from the Presby- 

Moiion. tery of Montreal, and heard the statements of the parties 
cerned, commend the zeal of the "ession of Cote Street congre
gation, and their efforts to promote purity of communion in the 
congregation under their care, affectionately urge upon them 
the importance of avoiding every thing which might have 
the least appearance of an arbitrary or capricious appli
cation of general rules in the exercise of discipline, 
especially with reference to matters in which difference of 
opinion may exist, even among Christians, as to the line of 
distinction between what is lawful and what is unlawful, and 
eiÿoin upon them in such cases as then brought under the 
notice of Synod, to ground the rejection of applicants for 
admission to the privileges of the Church on the evidence of 
actual vice or unworthiness, in connection with the sale or use 
of intoxicating drinks ; and further, the Synod resolve to appoint 
a Committee to prepare and issue a solemn warning to their 
people against the evils connected with the common sale of 
intoxicating drinks.

con-
Mr. Leishmnn 

and took instrum 
clause to the fir 
inconsistent witl 
Church.”

more
Mr. Rcdpnth, 

the minutes and

The Synod c 
drafting Résolut 
mendations of tli 
lions was submi

It was agreed 
evening Session

The Synod w
Vote, After lengthened reasoning, it was agreed that the vote 

should be taken upon them, when the roll was called and the 
votes marked, and there voted for Mr. Gordon’s motion, 15 ; 
for Mr. Bayne’s amendment, Ï0.

Mr. Gordon’s motion was accordingly declared to be Carried.

From this decision Mr. Baynè dissented, and craved that hi* 
reasons might be entered, arid took instruments in the Clerk’* 
hands. His request was granted, and the reasons are these

Decision,

Dissent.

The Synod i 
prayer.

The Synod re 
on the College 
teriatim and va 
The tenour whe

1st. Because the decision, in connection with the particular 
ease, appears to give sanction to the principle that the sale of 
spirituous liquors is sinful and of itself a valid ground of 
exclusion from the privileges of the Church, and, 2nd: because 
it. does not give special direction to the Session as to the 
principles on which it shall decide such cases as those re
ferred to the Synod.

I. That the Ret 
the College Comm 
fiively as possible.

II. That the Syi 
tor, to the Modéra 
Scotland, the oblij

The following members gave in their adherence to the 
dissent with the reasons for the same, and took instruments,
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r. McMillan ?

n the Presby- 
: parties con- 
street congre- 
nunion in the 
;e upon them 

might have 
icious appli- 
icipline, more 
difference of 
o the line of 
inlawful, and 
ht under the 
pplicants for 
e evidence of 
îe sale or use 
Ive to appoint 
ming to their 
nmon sale of

viz., Mr. Gale, Mr. Robert Reid, Mr. McDowell, Mr. Mackintosh, 
Mr. Rintoul.

Mr. Lcishmnn and Mr. McMillan also adhered to the same, 
and took instruments and were allowed to add this explanatory 
clause to the first reason, “that the principle referred to is 
inconsistent with the Word of God and the Standards of this 
Church.”

Mr. Rcdpath, at his own request, was allowed extracts of 
the minutes and took instruments.

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee for Resolutions 
drafting Resolutions founded on the statements and recom- respecting 
mandations of the College Report, when a series of Résolu-^ ***** 

lions was submitted by the Committee and read.

It was agreed to take up the consideration of these at the 
evening Session.

The Synod was closed with prayer.

hat the vote 
ailed and the 
motion, 15;

SESSION XV.

Kingston,

Tuesday, RZ/t June,—7J, P.M.

The Synod met for business and was constituted with 
prayer.

The Synod resumed the consideration of the Resolution» 
on the College Report, and these having been considered*^ rmmed. 
teriatim and variously amended, were unanimously adopted.
The tenour whereof follows :—

to be Carried.

wed that his 
n the Clerk’s 
are these:—

he particular 
it the sale of 
1 ground of 
2nd: because 
on as to the 
as those re-

I. That the Report be printed in the Record, under the direction of 
the College Committee with all due despatch, and circulated as exten
sively as possible.

II. That the Synod acknowledge through a letter from the Modera
tor, to the Moderator of the General Assembly of the free Church of 
Sootland, the obligations under which this Church has been, anew
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shall depute a IV 
delay, and confer 
of Scotland, respei 
currence with said 
Professor of Theo 
College Committi 
be made, and as 
and the Church in 
Committee.

laid to the Free Church for the seasonable mission of the Rev. Robert 
McCorkle of St. Ninians, Scotland, as Professor of Divinity, during 
last session.

III. That the Synod record their sense of the obligations under 
which the Church has been laid to Mr. McCorkle for his valuable 
labours in various departments of instruction in the College, for last 
session, also to the Rev. William Rintoul, for his valuable services in 
the department of Hebrew mid Biblical Criticism, and that the Mod
erator tender the thanks of the Synod to these brethren.

IV1 That she Synod confirm the appointment of the Rev. Alexan
der Gale, Principal of the Academy, as Professor of Classical Litera
ture in Knox’s College.

V. That the Synod approve of the diligence of the College Commit
tee, in regard to the establishment of the Academy, and record their 
purpose to countenance and encourage it.

VI. That the Synod, in conformity with the recommendation in 
the Report of the college Committee, and for the reasons set forth in 
the said Report, viz. the provisional union of the Professorship of 
Theology with the pastoral office, in the first appointment of Dr. 
Burns to the professorship,—the increase of students requiring the 
undivided services of a Professor in the department of theology—and 
the difficulty of obtaining one, who should be nominally or really, an 
associate or second Professor, resolve to separate, as they hereby do 
separate, the Professorship of Theology in Knox’s College, from the 
Pastorship of the congregation of Knox’s Church, Toronto ; and 
declare, that the Professor who shall be appointed, shall, for the time 
at least, be sole Professor of Theology.

IX That the! 
mission.

X. That the < 
recommenndation 
the work of teacl 
mittee on this mi 
procure a suitable 
mented.

XI. That fron 
necessary for the 
entering, as well 
assistants, rent ol 
extension of Libra 
would require to n 
in dependence on J 
sum ; and that for 
ted to issue an e 
call on such Min 
and address cong 
practicable to bri 
and adherent of th

VII. That the Synod having respect to the many services rendered 
to the Presbyterian Church of Canada by Dr. Burns, especially his 
zeal and diligence in collecting books for the Library of the College, 
previous to his leaving his native land, his valuable prelections to the 
students of Theology and his watchfulness over their spiritual interests, 
for two successive sessions, shall record, as they now do, their sense 
of the great obligations to him, under which the whole Church has 
been brought, and tender him their grateful acknowledgments—the 
Synod, regretting that from theunlooked for absence of Dr. Bnrns from 
the Province, an opportunity has not been afforded of conferring with 
him respecting these arrangements ; the urgency of the circumstances 
of the college requiring, that they should be gone into without delay.

XII. That the e 
College Committe 
by a general Comi 
ings during the ye 
as they may see m

XIII. That the 
lions respecting t 
course of study to 
and acquirements 
into any of the lite 
Hall.

VIII. That the Synod deeply regretting that their endeavours, 
heretofore, to procure u Professor of Theology, have been ineffectual,
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Minutcs of the Synod at Kingston, 1847. 27in, 1847.

shall depute a Minister of the Church, to proceed home without 
delay, and confer with the Colonial Committee of the Free Church 
of Scotland, respecting the appointment of a Profeesor, and in con
currence with said Committee, to choose a lit and proper person to be 
Professor of Theology. The deputy to be instructed be the Synod’s 
College Committee, as to the terms on which the appointment shall 
be made, and as to the other interests of the College in particular, 
and the Church in general, on which he shall confer with the Colonial 
Committee.

Rev. Robert 
nity, during

allons under 
his valuable 
lege, for last 
le services in 
it the Mod-

d
IX. That the Synod call on Mr. Bayne of Gall, to undertake this 

mission.ev. Alexan- 
sical Liters-

X. That the College Committee be authorised in terms of the 
recommenndation of the Report, to procure additional assistance in 
the work of teaching :—the deputy to confer with the Colonial Com
mittee on this matter, and endeavour in concurrence wish them, to 
procure a suitable labourer for the departments requiring to be supple
mented.

ege Commit- 
record their

nendation in 
s set forth in 
fessorship of 
ment of Dr. 
equiring the 
eology—and 
or really, an 
‘y hereby do 
;ge, from the 
oronto ; and 

for the time

XI. That from the approximated estimate of the expenditure 
necessary for the College, during the year on which we are now 
entering, as well as arrears of last year, salaries of Professors and 
assistants, rent of College buildings, assistance to the Academy, 
extension of Library, expenses of deputy and incidentals, the Church 
would require to raise the sum of £1200—and that the Synod now, 
independence on Divine strength, engage to endeavour to raise this 
sum ; and that for this object the College Committee are now instruc
ted to issue an appeal to the whole Church, on this subject, and to 
call on such Ministers and other agents as they may see fit, to visit 
and address congregations and stations on the subject, and as far as 
practicable to bring the claims of the College before every member 
and adherent of the Church.
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i

I
XII. That the synod approve and adopt the recommendation of the 

College Committe, for the government and direction of the College 
by a general Committee, who, shall have, at least, three stated meet
ings during the year, and au acting sub-committee, with such powers 
as they may see meet to delegate to them.

-'1.

XIII. That the General Committee shall issue such interim regula
tions respecting the admission of students into the College, and the 
course of study to be pursued, especially, defining the qualifications 
and acquirements that stall be sought in ell applicants for admission 
into any of the literary und philosophical classes, and iuto the Divinity 
Hall.

endeavours, 
n ineffectual,

.



I

28 Minutes of the Synod at Kingston, 1847. I Minutes of tli

XIV. That the synod recognising the great importance of providing 
to the utmost, for the spiritual instruction of the youths in attendance 
on the Academy and College, authorise the College Committee to 
provide such special services for the students and pupils of the 
Academy, on the Lord’s day, as they may see fit ; such arrangement 
to be made in concurrence with the Presbytery of the bounds.

The Synod in c 
I College Report, ca 
I undertake the JM 
I Free Church of 
I consent to the call 
I exercises of to-mo 
I offered up to God f 
I and for the guidan 
I wisdom to him ant 
I land, in their cht 
I effective instructs:

XV. That the College Committee shall have no power over the 
students in regard to the appointing them to the office of Catechist ; 
but shall simply certify to Presbyteries, any whom they may deem lit 
for the office.

XVI. That in any matters not provided for in the foregoing resolu
tions, the Committee be left to a wise discretion and the counsel of the 
Commission.

The Synod refe 
absence, to the II

This Session w; 
great Head of tin 
which the résolut!

XVII.- That as Mr. Jas. Duncan, the Student sent us by the Free 
Church of Scotland, has, as has been certified by the Clerk of the 
Presbytery of Montreal, been pursuing his studies in Theology during 
the last winter under the direction of said Presbytery, and with the 
concurrence of the College Committee, he shall he regarded as having 
made the same progress in the curriculum as though he had attended 
the Winter Session at Knox’s College.

Acknowlpdg- The Synod in consideration of the unanimity and zeal with 
ment of Divine which the foregoing important resolutions on the subject of the

College had been discussed and adopted, resolved that, at the 
close of this Session thanks should bo tendered unto God for The Synod met 

qy the Moderator.

In conformity w 
of last evening, p 
and the object for

this token of his favour.

The Synod appointed the following committee for the govern
ment of the College for the ensuing year :—

College Com- The Moderator, Mr. Rintoul (Convener), Mr. Robb, Mr.
miUee. Mr. Robb lead iBayne, Mr. Stark, Mr. Cheyne, Mr. Reid, Mr. Smart, Mr. Boyd, 

Mr. McDowell Mr. VVardrope, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Lochead, Mr. 
Clugston, Mr. Leishman, Mr. Henry, Dr. Burns, Mr. Esson, 
Mr. Harris, Mr. Gray, Mr. Gale, Ministers : Mr. Jeffery, Mr. 
McAlister, Hon. John McDonald, Mr. James Hall, Dr. Robert 
Edmondson, Mr. Duric, Mr. Rcdpnth, Mr. McMillan, Mr. 
Davidson, Mr. Burns, Mr. Steen, Mr. Frazer, Elders : John 
McMurrich, Esq., Gen. Treasurer, Samuel Spreull, Esq. Treas
urer to the Bursary Fund : the first meting to bo hold in 
Kingston, to-morrow to appoint the sub-committee.

Mr. Reid crave 
reasons of dissent 
others, from the d 
the Presbytery of ] 
parties in Cote S 
granted. The am
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of providing 
n attendance 
Committee to 
pils of the

The Synod in conformity with the ninth resolution in the Mr. Bayne's
mission.College Report, called on Mr. Bayne, through the Moderator to 

undertake the Mission to the Colonial Committee of the
Free Church of Scotland,—Mr. Bayne was persuaded to 
consent to the call.—The Synod agreed that at the devotional 
exercises of to-morrow morning, special supplications shall be 
offered up to God for His protection to Mr. Bayne on his mission, 
and for the guidance and direction of the Spirit of grace and 
wisdom to him and the Committee of the Free Church of Scot
land, in their choice of men who may prove faithful and 
effective instructors of the rising ministry of this Church.

arrangement
nds.

er over the 
f Catechist ; 
nay deem fit

;oing résolu- 
ounsel of the The Synod referred the supply of Mr. Bayne’s pulpit, in hjs 

absence, to the Home Mission Committee.

This Session was closed with prayer and thanksgiving to the Thanksgiving, 
great Head of the Church, for the unanimity and zeal with 
which the resolutions respecting the College had been passed.

by the Free 
ulerk of the 
alogy during 
nd with the 
id as having 
had attended

SESSION XVI.

1 zeal with 
iject of the 
,hat, at the 
to God for

Kingston, 9tli June,
Wednesday, 9 A. M.

The Synod met and was constituted with praise and prayer 
qy the Moderator.

the govern- In conformity with the resolution of the Synod, at the Session prayer for
of last evening, prayer was offered up in behalf of Mr. Bayne Bayne's mis

sion.and the object for which he is about to proceed to Britain.
Robb, Mr. 
, Mr. Boyd, 
ichead, Mr. 
Mr. Esson, 
effery, Mr. 
)r. Robert 
[illan, Mr. 
lers : John 
3sq. Treas- 
>o held in

Mr. Robb lead in this exercise.

Mr. Reid craved permission to give in an answer to the
reasons of dissent given in by Mr. Bayne, and adhered to by sonTof dissent, 

others, from the decision of the Synod on the reference from 
the Presbytery of Montreal respecting the memorial from certain 
parties in Cote Street Church, Montreal. Permission was 
granted. The answer was read and is as follows :—

In answer to the reasons of dissent, it is hereby stated on the 
part of Mr. Reid and those1 adhering, that it is not intended by
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the motion to declare the traffic in intoxicating drinks, as in 
itself, and in all eases, sinful ; or to lay down any general rule, 
or to establish any general test of church membership, but 
merely that as in certain eases the traffic is directly connected 
with the spread of intemperance, and to be regarded as sinful ; 
Sessions may, in such cases, deal with the individuals and 
exercise discipline, not on the simple ground of the individual’s 
being engaged in the traffic, but on the ground of any circum
stances connected with each case which are plainly contrary to 
the duty of professing Christians. In the case specially brought 
under the notice of the Synod, although it was stated in the 
Record of the Cote Street Session, that one of the memorialists 
was excluded on the ground of his selling intoxicating drinks ; 
yet, in point of fact, it was stated to the Synod that he had 
been dealt with and rejected on the ground of special circum
stances. It seems necessary to make this statement to guard 
the motion from misapprehension, and set forth clearly the object 
and intention of it.

1. The Arrangcmcr 
religious destitution, 
contain a considerable 
ought to be carefully 
to the information dcri 
localities ought to be < 
Stations—these static: 
be vacant, ought to bt 
each of the districts th 
tendence of a Minister 
as the Presbytery’s suj 
Presbytery in this res] 
would be advantageou

2. The Organizatio 
| recommended that cac 
I their Missionary Grou 

immediate steps for tl 
within each of the Mi: 
superintendence they 1 
First,—To explain to 

1 non and arrangement 
I exertion which the Pri 
I of Missionaries—and i 
I by the people, to p 
I Secondly,—To organi 

superintending the ele 
number, (the membt 
Deacons, if suitably 

I Thirdly,—To intimati 
preaching the Ministe 
be obtained for the di; 

! duty of assembling for 
Lord’s day, and of cor

Mr. Wardrope and Mr. Fraser, declared their concurrence in 
this answer.

Respecting The Synod called for the Report of the Committee to whom
resolutions on the Overture respecting the prosecution of Home Missionary
HomeMission. operations, the Report of the Homo Missionary Committee, 

and the Overture for an Agent for the schemes of the Church 
had been referred.

The Report was given in by Mr. Gale, together with a scries 
of Resolutions recommended for the adoption of the Synod.1«.

..

The Report was received, and the Resolutions having been 
read and considered seriatim, and variously amended, were 
unanimously adopted.

3. The Duties of i 
I Stations.—The office- 
I lion should be instruci 
1 ment to make up a ro 
■ connected with the stt 

I. That the Synod adopt the following regulations, formerly been assigned to each 
issued by the Home Mission Committee, and recommend Prcsby- obtaining their concur
teries of the Church to use their best ellbrts, in conjunction with anc^ of receiving their
the Home Mission Committee of the Synod, to carry the same into 8‘on Fur>d—which thi
eflèct within their several bounds. ”[lener' aa may *ie **10

MiseionaricB, or othei

The Resolutions arc as follows :—
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rinks, as in 
eneral rule, 
irship, but 
r connected 
1 ns sinful ; 
âcluals and 
individual's 
ny circum- 
contrary to 
illy brought 
,ated in the 
icmorialists 
ng drinks ; 
that he had 
liai circula
nt to guard 
y the object

1. The Arrangement of the Missionary Field.—The whole field of 
religious destitution, especially those Townships or Parishes which 
contain a considerable number of Presbyterians within their bounds, 
ought to be carefully considered by each Presbytery—and, according 
to the information derived from the save 1 members or others, suitable 
localities ought to be deliberately chosen and fixed upon as Preaching 
Stations—these stations, including organized congregations that may 
be vacant, ought to be grouped together as Missionary Districts—and 
each of the districts thus formed ought to he placed under the superin
tendence of a Minister, and have a Missionary assigned to it as soon 
as the Presbytery’s supply will admit. The arrangement made by the 
Presbytery in this respect should, of course, be fully recorded, and it 
would be advantageous to procure a separate record for ell such details.

2. The Organization of Missionary Stations and Districts.—It is 
recommended that each Presbytery, after having divided and arranged 
their Missionary Ground according to the foregoing suggestions, take 
immediate steps for the visitation of the several Preaching Stations 
within each of the Missionary Districts, by the Ministers under whose 
superintendence they have been placed for the following purposes :— 
First,—To explain to the people connected with each station the divi
sion and arrangement which the Presbytery has made, as above—the 
exertion which the Presbytery is making to procure an adequate supply 
of Missionaries—and the necessity of fixed and regular contributions 
by the people, to procure a suitable provision for Missionaries. 
Secondly,—To organize the people connected with such stations, by 
superintending the election and appointment of a committee of their 
number, (the members of which might be ordained as Elders or 
Deacons, if suitably qualified,) with a Secretary and Treasurer. 
Thirdly,—To intimate to the people at each station what supplies of 
preaching the Minister in charge of it can give, until a Missionary can 
be obtained for the district. Fourthly,—To explain and enforce the 
duty of assembling for social worship and religious instruction on the 
Lord’s day, and of contributing to the support of the Gospel.

icurrcnccin

2C to whom 
Missionary 
Committee, 
the Church

rith a scries 
Synod.

aving been 
;idcd, were 3. The Duties of the OJftcc-lcarcrs of Committees at the several 

Stations.—The office-bearers or members of Committee at each sta
tion should be instructed to proceed immediately after their appoint
ment to make up a roll of the members and adherents of the Church 
connected with the station—and a certnin number of families having 
been assigned to each of them—to visit such families for the purpose of 
obtaining their concurrence in the arrangements of the Presbytery— 
and of receiving their free-will offerings to the Presbytery’s Home Mis
sion Fund—which they ought to collect at stated periods, quarterly or 
oftener, as may be thought expedient. In the absence of Ministers, 
Missionaries, or other supplies by the Presbytery, they ought also
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suitable books, to be 
necessary, for the ins 
Presbytery, and ever 
Committee. Missioi 
lurnish Monthly Rep 
Committee. Each l’ 
for the Synod, on the 
specific statements ot 
ary Districts and of tl 
Presbytery ; the nun 
Church in each Disti 
to each District, and 
Catechists ; the usua 
ral stations in each I 
scholars attending tin 

I Home Mission Fund, 
I lions and collections 

I contributions by the i 
payment of salaries t< 

I Ministers.

IF. That it shall! 
I apportion among thi 
I ers at the disposal c 

I done in an equitable 
I to furnish to the Ho 
I Synod, a list of the 
I chi.'N, or other J\J is 
I available and elficie; 

sanctioned charges
respective important 

I Mission, and guid

the distribution o 
made to the numbet 

I sanctioned by l’resb 
home Mission Com

III. That in ordet 
operations of the Sy 

I Fund be instituted, 
1 organised congregat 
1Î6 accordance will; 

I authorise the Home 
I Home Mission Trca

meet with the people on the Sabbath for religious exercises, to be con
ducted according to such order as has been sanctioned by the superin
tending Minister, and to establish and conduct Sabbath-Schools for the 
young. The Treasurer should transmit quarterly to the Presbytery’s 
Home Mission Fund the contributions of the people, and the Secretary 
should furnish the Minister in charge of* the station with a quarterly 
report, shewing the total number of souls belonging to the Presbyterian 
Church connected with the station—the number of contributors to the 
Presbytery’s Home Mission Fund—the amount of contribution during 
the quarter—the numbers attending the meetings for worship on the 
vacant Sabbaths—the number of Sabbath Schools connected with the 
station, and the number of scholars attending—together with any fur
ther information or suggestion regarding the interests of the station 01 

mission.

4. Home Mission Committees and Funds.—It is recommended that 
each Presbytery appoint a Committee to superintend their Home Mis
sionary operations ; and, besides Ministers and Elders, a suitable num
ber of members of the Church should be placed on it, so that a quorum 
might be conveniently assembled by the Convener at all times. This 
Committee ought to have the charge of the Presbytery’s separate 
Record for Home Missions, and enter in it minutes of all their pro
ceedings—the substance of the Reports from the Station Committees, 
and of the Reports of Ministers and Missionaries—submitting the same 
at the ordinary meetings of the Presbytery for their judgment and fur
ther direction. A General Home Mission Fund should also be insti
tuted forthwith in each Presbytery, under the charge of a Treasurer 
appointed by the Presbytery, by whom all contributions for that object 
would be received, and all disbursements made under the direction of 
the Committee, and a report of the state of the fund submitted to the 
Presbytery at their ordinary meetings. This fund would be raised and 
sustained, first—By the periodical contributions from the several sta
tions. Secondly—By such Sabbath-day collections as may be made 
in behalf of it in the sev .-ral congregations by appointment of the Synod 
or Presbytery. Thirdly—By the annual contributions of associations 
formed in the several congregations under the direction of the Presby
tery or the Committee, and with the concurrence of the Ministers and 
Elders and Deacons in each case. Fourthly—By an annual collection 
made at each Preaching Station in the several Missionary Districts 
established within the bounds of the Presbytery.

*

7. Reports.—Besides the Quarterly Reports by the Committees at 
the several stations, Presbyteries should require the Ministers in charge 
of the several districts, and nil the Missionaries and Catechists, to keep 
regular journals of their Missionary services, carefully written out in
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:s, to be con- 
the superin- 

chools for the 
Presbytery’s 

the Secretary 
li a quarterly 
Presbyterian 
ibutors to the 
ration daring 
rsliip on the 
tied with the 
rith any fur- 
he station 01

suitable books, to be submitted yearly, or oftener, as may be deemed 
necessary, for the inspection of the flume Mission Committee and the 
Presbytery, and eventually to be deposited with the Convener of said 
Committee. Missionaries and Catechists should also be required to 
lurnish Monthly Reports of their services to the Home Missionary 
Committee. Each Presbytery should prepare a General Annual Report 
tor the Synod, on the state of Missions within their bounds, comprising 
specific statements on the following points :—The number of Mission
ary Districts and of the stations iu each of them, as established by the 
Presbytery ; the number of members and adherents of the Presbyterian 
Church in each District ; the amount of Missionary service extended 
to each District, and whether rendered by Ministers, Missionaries, ot 
Catechists ; the usual attendance on the religious services at thé seve
ral stations in each District ; the number of Sabbath Schools and of 
scholars attending them in each District ; the state of the Presbytery’s 
Home Mission Fund, exhibiting its receipts derived from the contribu
tions and collections ol the several stations, and from collections and 
contributions by the several congregations—and its disbursements, in 
payment of salaries to Missionaries and Catechists, and allowances to 
Ministers.

imended that 
Home Mia- 

mitable num- 
hat a quorum 
times. This 
ry’s separate 
all their pro- 
Committees, 
ting the same 
tent and fur- 
ilso beinsti- 
a Treasurer 

or that object 
direction of 

(lilted to the 
be raised and 
; several sta- 
nay be made 
of the Synod 

' associations 
f the Presby-
Ministers and I sanctioned by Presbyteries to be intimated without delay to the 
ial collection H ^ome Mission Committee.

lary Districts I

II. That it shall be the duty of the Home Mission Committee to 
I apportion among the several Presbyteries the Missionary Labour- 

I ers at the disposal of the Church ; and, in order that this may be 
I done in an equitable manner—It shall be the duty of Presbyteries 
I to furnish to the Home Mission Committee, during the Session of 
I Synod, a list of the Ministers without charge, Probationers, Cate- 
I chi,<ts or other Missionary Labourers whom they can certify as 
I available and efficient for the work ; as, also, such a list of the 
I sanctioned charges and Preaching Stations as may indicate their 
I respective importance and claims upon supplies from the Home 
I Mission, and guide the Synod's Home Mission Committee in 
I the distribution of Missionary Labourers. Any addition 
I made to the number of Missionary Labourers and vacant charges

III. that in order to the efficiency of the Home Missionary 
operations of the Synod,'it is necessary that a common Synodical 
fund be instituted, to be made up of the annual collections in the 
organised congregations for this object, within the bounds and 
in accordance with the foregoing regulations, and the Synod 
authorise the Home Missionary Committee to appoint a General 
Home Mission Trcasuier for the Synod, to whom such funds shall

immittees at 
:era in charge 
hints, to keep 
'ritten out in
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shall have lahourct 
I by the special sand

IX. That the Ho 
I junction with the ; 
I Agents as they ma 
I the effectual operati 
I the expense incum 
I by the funds of the

X. That the folli 
Mission Committee 
Dr. Burns, Mr. P. 
Esson, Mr. J. Ba 
Cheyne, Mr. VV. R 
H. Gordon, Mr. R. 
and Mr. McDowe 
James Fraser, Wn 
Win. Litster, Andre 
Messrs. A. McAlisi 
Graham, Elders. I 
and Daniel McNab

be remitted; and that the contributions raised at Mission Stations 
for the Home Mission Fund, shall remain at the disposal of the 
Presbyteries for the payment of Missionary Labourers within 
their bounds, through the Home Mission Committee—Quarterly 
Returns being duly transmitted to the Synod’s Home Mission 
Committee, showing fully the receipts and disbursements on this 
account, along with reports of the Home Missionary operations 
during the preceding three months.

IV. That Presbyteries be recommended to inquire without delay I 
into the case of such Ministers as appear from the statistical I 
returns before the Synod, to be inadequately supported by their I 
congregations, with the view, if they see meet, to release such I 
Ministers from their pastoral charges, and, if deemed suitable anil I 
efficient for the Home Mission Committee, that their names be I 
added to the list of Missionaries.

V. That it be the duty of the Home Mission Committee to look 
out for additional suitable Labourers for the Home Mission work 
in this land, and to correspond with other Churches, representing 
the existing destitution of an able Gospel Ministry.

VI. That it be the duty of the Home Mission Committee, 
in concurrence with Presbyteries, to fix the salaries of Mis
sionaries at present in the field, and that in the hope that the 
Synod’s Home Mission Committee may be able to obtain, at least 
for a time, the services of Ministers of eminence and approved

XI. That as sooi 
I liminary steps respe 
I or Probationer into 
I circular letters to th
I such applicant, sucl

efficiency for this work, that they be vested with a discretionary ■ their procedure in t 
power to make such provision for them as circumstances may J that the name of s 
l equire. Missionaries, at the

VII. That tire Home Mission Committee, five forming a quorum, ■ The Synod calle 
shall hold stated Quarterly Meetings, of which Presbyteries shall 1 
be duly apprised through the Missionary and Ecclesiastical I 
Record, and shall also hold a meeting during the Session of Synod, K 
to meet and consult with Presbyteries respecting the general inle ■ the Synod, was sul 
rests of the Mission, to correct the list of Missionaries, and espe ■ the Resolutions ht 
cially to take measures for the efficient supply of the more impor- J adopted,-—the tenor 
taut vacant charges within their bounds.

I Resolutions foundei

The Report, witl

! 1st. That the Sy
VIII. That no Minister, Licentiate, or Probationer admitted H utmost endeavours, 

into the Church, unless coming on the express call or invitation ■ adequate provision 
of a congregation, shall be settled in any pastoral charge until he ■ ministry, and when
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shall have laboured for one year in the Home Mission field, except 
by the special sanction of the Synod or Commission.

IX. That the Home Mission Committee be authorised, in 
junction with the Sustentation Board, to appoint such Agent or 
Agents as they may deem necessary and suitable for promoting 
the effectual operation of these and other schemes of the Church— 
the expense incurred in such agency to be met in just proportions 
by the funds of the several schemes of the Church.

X. That the following Ministers and Elders compose the Home 
Mission Committee, viz. Mr. Wm. Rintoul, Mr. James Harris, 
Dr. Burns, Mr. P. Gray, Mr. A. Steele, Mr. R. Robb, Professor 
Esson, Mr. J. Bayne, Mr. A. Gale, Mr. M. Y. Stark, Mr. Geo. 
Cheyne, Mr. VV. Reid, Mr. W. Hamilton, Mr. Robert Reid, Mr. 
H. Gordon, Mr. R. Boyd, Mr. W. Leishman, Mr. T. VVardrope, 
and Mr. McDowell, Ministers: Messrs. E. Steen, J. Redpath, 
James Fraser, Wm. McMillan, George Davidson, Wm. Miller, 
Win. Litster, Andrew Jeffrey, Hon. John Macdonald, Dr. Dickson, 
Messrs. A. McAlister, George Scott, George McNish, and John 
Graham, Elders. Messrs. Robb and Stark to be joint Conveners, 
and Daniel McNab, Esq., Treasurer.

XI. That as soon as any Presbytery shall have taken the pre
liminary steps respecting any applicant for admission as a Minister 
or Probationer into this Church, so as to be prepared to address the 
circular letters to the Presbyteries recommending the reception of 
such applicant, such Presbytery shall at the same time intimate 
their procedure in this respect to the Home Mission Committee, 
that the name of such applicant may be placed on the Roll of 
Missionaries, at the disposal of the Home Mission Committee.

3lion Stations 
posai of the 
urers within 
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une Mission 
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The Synod called for the Report of the Committee on the Respecting the
Resolutions founded on the Report of the Sustentation Board. 8UPP°r‘ °f

Ministers.

I

ion of Synod, 
general inte- 

ies, and espe- 
! more impor-

The Report, with a draft of Resolutions for the adoption of 
the Synod, was submitted by Mr. Smellie and sustained, and 
the Resolutions having been read over and amended, were 
adopted,—the tenour whereof follows :—

1st. That the Synod enjoin upon all Presbyteries to use their 
utmost endeavours, in all future settlements, to secure that an 
adequate provision has been made for the maintenance of the 
ministry, and where congregations arc known and acknowledged

or invitation 
urge until be

ner admitted
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to be well able to support the ministry, that the provision inten
ded be somewhat proportioned to the ability which God has 
given to such congregations.

The Synod ret 
ters to see

1. That all pri 
this office recogn 
gâtions under tin

2. That in the 
taken that, accor 
honest report, ful 
ordained to the p

2nd. That wherever the Presbytery arc satisfied that a suita
ble provision has deen made, and will be forthcoming, the Pres
bytery shall record their satisfaction with the same, and shall 
then proceed with all due speed with the settlement, according 
to the Rules of the Church.

8rd. But when the Presbytery are not confident that such 
provision has been made, or is likely to be realised, that they shall, 
before proceeding with the settlement, refer the case to the Synod, | zealous, faithful, 
and await the deliverance of that Court.

3. And, that tl

they may thereby 
great boldness in
the instrumentali4th. And that all cases of settlement which shall have taken 

place within any year, shall be reported to the Synod at its 
annual meeting by the respective Presbyteries, together with 
the amount of provision ascertained as the ground on which it 
is expected that an adequate maintenance will he obtained.

and extend the ci

Mr. Smellie, ii 
gress on the Cod

The Synod re- 
I them to prosecute 
I and specially to

On the Office Mr. Smellie, on behalf of the Committee on Calls and a Code
of Deacon. of Discipline, gave in a report on the office of Deacon. The 

report was read and sustained, and unanimously adopted. It is ■ Synod last year,
of Elders and Dotas follows :—

The Committci 
Widows of Minis 
draft of a scheme

That as the office of Deacon is of the highest antiquity and of 
Divine authority in the Christian Church—as it has been recog
nised and in use in the best ages and most flourishing branches 
of the Presbyterian Church—as it has been proved from expe
rience, when properly exercised, to be a valuable addition to ■ resolution was ad 
other offices in the Church of Christ, and eminently conducive 
to her prosperity—and as the regular, faithful and efficient dis
charge of the duties peculiarly belonging to the Deacon’s office, 
as understood from the circumstances out of which the institu-

The draft wss

That the Synoi 
and re-appoint tli 
Lochcad—Mr. Si 
importance of th< 
instruct the Con 
transmit copies oi 
instruct Prcsbytei 
prepare a full rep 
of Synod.

tion originally arose, and from the manifest Scriptures, will, by 
the blessing of Him u who is not the author of confusion, but of 
order,” and hatii ordained a certain order in llis house, be instru
mental in promoting the welfare of the Church in settled 
congregations, and in providing the means of extending the 
Gospel to others.
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wision intcn- 
ich God lias

The Synod recommend to Presbyteries and individual Minis
ters to see

I
1. That all prudent and zealous endeavours be used to have

congre-tbis office recognised and established within the several 
gâtions under their care.

that a suita- 
ng, the l'res- 
nc, and shall 
at, according

I
2. That in the appointment of men to this office great care be 

taken that, according to the Scriptural rule, they he “ men of 
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and of wisdom,” who 
ordained to the public service of God.

are

nt that such 
mt they shall, 
to the Synod,

iAnd, that those set apart to this office be admonished to bo 
zealous, faithful, and unwearied in their work, not only that 
they may thereby “ purchase to themselves a good degree and 
great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus,” but bring 
the instrumentality of Gospel ordinances into more full operation 
and extend the cause and kingdom of the Saviour.

Mr. Smellie, in behalf of the same Committee, reported pro- On Code of 
gress on the Code of Discipline. Discipline.

The Synod re-appointed the Committee, with instructions to 
them to prosecute the object of their appointment with despatch, 
and specially to submit, according to the instructions of the 
Synod last year, a draft of regulations on the respective duties 
of Elders and Deacons.

dl have taken 
i Synod at its 
together with 
i on which it 
obtained. m

ii
Is and a Code 
loacon. The 
lopted. It is

i

!The Committee on the "scheme of a fund for the relief of the Fund for
Widows of 
Ministers.

tiquity and of 
s been recog- 
ling branches
ed from expe- 
1c addition to 
tly conducive 
efficient dis- 

cacon’s office, 
h the institu- 
,ures, will, by 
ifusion, but of 
use, be instm- 
ch in settled 
extending the

Widows of Ministers, gave in a report, accompanied with the 
draft of a scheme. !ij

IThe draft wss read and considered, after which the following 
resolution was adopted :—

That the Synod approve of the diligence of the Committee, 
and re-appoint them with the addition of Mr. Robb and Mr. 
Lochead—Mr. Smellie, Convener : and in respect to the great 
importance of the scheme and of accuracy in all its details, 
instruct the Committee to revise the scheme, and print and 
transmit copies of it to Presbyteries without delay, and the Synod 
instruct Presbyteries to take the scheme into consideration, and 
prepare a full report of their judgment on it for the next meeting

I
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Synod Fund. Mr. Redpnth, on behalf of the Committee on the Synod Fund, 
reported that an abstract of the returns from congregations to 
queries issued by direction of the Synod at the XIV. Session of 
1846, had not yet been completed, as answers had not yet been 
received from a considerable number of congregations. Mr. 
Redpath also submitted a resolution on the subject.

The report was sustained, and the resolution adopted. It is 
as follows -

That the Synod express regret that so many congregations 
appear to have failed in replying to queries ordered by the 
Synod—that it be an instruction to the sessions of such congre
gations as have failed in so doing, to send replies to the Clerk 
of Synod without delay—that a Committee, to be hereafter 
nominated, shall be charged with completing the abstract and 
circulating it throughout the Church, and that, in the event of its 
being stated in the same that any congregation has not made a 
return, it shall be the duty of the Presbytery to which such congre
gation belongs, to make inquiry respecting the omission, and pro
vide that a return be obtained and transmitted to the Clerk 
without delay.

And further, that Presbyteries be instructed to direct their 
attention to the abstract when the same shall be published, and, 
in the event of its appearing that anything in the returns call for • 
animadversion, to deal faithfully and affect^ c-tely with congre
gations in such matters as they may see fit.

2nd. For the 
January.

3rd. For the 1

Mr. Redpath. 
and Jewish Mi 
amount receivet 
was £225 9s. ;

Answers to 
Queries.

The Synod a< 
his diligence in 

I Committee on $

The Synod ci 
to draft instruc 
Assessors, as to 
in Quebec.

Mr. Gale gav 
read and sustai 
mendations, agr

1. That the I 
I practicability of

2. That, in a 
I Synod, the Pre:

well-being of the 
I and, in particule 
I of St. John’s Co

And further, that it be the duty of the Committee to obtain full 
reports on congregational statistics at least one month before 
next ordinary meeting of the Synod, so that the same shall be H place of worshi] 

reported to the Synod.
3. That it she

to ascertain wh 
charge are folio 
are actuated by i 
at Quebec, the 
glory of God.

Committee on The Committee to be the Clerk, Convener ; Mr. James Harris, 
Statistics. Mr. Alex. Gale, Ministers ; and Mr. Steen, Mr. McMillan, 

Mr. Burns, Elders : together with the Treasurer of the Synod 
Fund.

The Synod agreed that three collections shall be made in all 
congregations and Mission Stations for the ensuing year, accord
ing to the following scheme :—

1st For the Foreign or Jewish Missions of the Free Church 
of Scotland—on the first Sabbath of October.

Stated Collec
tions.

Mr. Bayne, in 
b ni ted Seccssior 
had received a st 
Synod, but had n 
ou its purport.
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Synod Fund, 
gregations to 
V. Session of 
not yet been 
rations. Mr.

2nd. For the Homo Mission Scheme—-on the first Sabbath of 
January.

3rd. For the Synod Fund-on the last Sabbath of April.
i

Mr. Redpath, as Treasurer for the collections for the Foreign Collections for 
and Jewish Missions of the Free Church, reported that the Missions of 
amount received by him for the year, and remitted to Edinburgh, ^ Church‘ 

was £225 9s. ; and he submitted a statement of the collections.

The Synod agreed to record their thanks to Mr. Redpath, for Thanks to Mr. 
his diligence in this matter, and referred the statement to the Redpath. 
Committee on Returns.

dopted. It ia

congregations 
•dered by the 
' such congre» 
a to the Clerk 

be hereafter 
> abstract and 
he event of its 
as not made a 
h such congre- 
ision, and pro
to the Clerk

The Synod called for the Report of the Committee appointed Instructions to
to draft instructions to the Presbytery of Montreal, and the A88e88°r8 >»

Quebec case.Assessors, as to their procedure in the case of the Memorialists 
in Quebec.

Mr. Gale gave in the Report, and the same having being 
read and sustained, the Synod, in conformity with its 
mendations, agreed to the following instructions:—

1. That the Presbytery and A sscssors shall enquire as to the 
practicability of Union between the parties.

2. That, in any determination of the matters referred to the 
Synod, the Presbytery and Assessors have due regard to the

I well-heing of the existing congregation and Minister in Quebec ; 
I and, in particular, that they shall enquire whether the interests

rccom-

to direct their 
ublished, and, 
eturns call for • 
with congre-

3 to obtain full ■ 
month before 
same shall be

of St. John’s Congregation do not require the erection of 
place of worship.

3. That it shall be the care of the Presbytery and Assessors, 
to ascertain whether the applicants for the erection of 
charge are following divisive courses in their proceedings, or 
are actuated by a regard to the spiritual wants of the community 
at Quebec, the interests of the Presbyterian Church, and the 
glory of God.

Mr. Bayne, in behalf of the Committee on Union with the Report on 
Imited Secession Missionary Synod, reported that the Committee Union with 
had received a statement of principles from the Committee of that f ece“ion
fynod, but had not had an opportunity for conference with them ^°° 
on its purport.

a new

James Harris, 
r. McMillan, 
of the Synod

a new
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The Synod to 
I ston, respecting 

VVightman from 
I The Synod havi 
I disapprobation o 
I not duly recogni 
I man’s resignatio 
I acccept his resi 
I Camden. The 5 
I attached to the 1 
I charge.

The Synod agr 
a draft of régulât 
submit the same

The Synod bei 
by the Committei 
the Commission

The Synod sustained the report, re-appointed the Committee 
with addition of Mr. Robb, and appointed Mr. Bayne to be Con
vener thereof.*

Letter to 
Irish Church.

Mr. Bayne produced a draft of a letter to the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. The Synod agreed to 
refer it to the following Committee, viz. :—the Moderator, Mr. 
Douglass, Mr. Reid, Ministers ; Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Litster, 
Elders ;—to revise the draft and have it engrossed, and the 
Moderator to sign the letter in the name of the Synod, and 
transmit it to the Moderator of the Irish Church.

Committee on The Committee for conferring with the Presbytery of Kingston
Ordination of 
Elders. on the mode of Ordaining Elders, reported that they had been 

unable to obtain a meeting with that Presbytery on account of 
the pressure* of the business of the Synpd.

The Synod received the report, and agreed to refer the subject 
of the Ordination of Elders to the Committee on a Code of 
Discipline ; and Presbyteries are enjoined to see that in the 
meantime Elders be ordained in the usual way until some further 
deliverance be given on the subject.

These matters

1st. An Overt' 
throughout the C

2nd. An Overt
* The following extract is from the Minutes of Id-u year. It was 

through mistake omitted in the printed Abstract, it ►liould have been 
found under the head “ Session Xllf., Hamilton, Oth June, Tuesday,
10 A.M.” The Clerk takes tins opportunity of acknowledging and 
correcting the mistake :—

‘ The Synod called for the report of the Committee on Union with 
the United Secession Missionary Synod, which was given .in by Mr.
Gale. After lengthened reasoning, it was moved by Dr. Burns, 
seconded by Mr. McLean, and unanimously agreed to—That the 
Synod, without giving any opinion on the statement of principles 
drawn up and now read by the Committee of this Synod, approve of H 5th. A letter fr 
their diligence and of the kind and pacific spt it in which all the ™
Conferences appear to have been conducted, find that no statement of 
principles on the part of the Missionary Synod has been given in, and 
that, therefore, the Synod are precluded from coming to any decision 
on the matter ; therefore renew the Committee with instructions to 
receive any such statenv it that may be given in, to give it their 
serious and mature consideration, and to report their opinion respecting 
the same. The Synod also resolve to record their conviction of the 
vast importance of the principle that men, in their national as well as 
their individual capacity, are bound to honour God and to regulate 
their proceedings by the rules of His Word, and that He is King of 
Nations as well as Head of the Church ; and the Synod have ample 
confidence in the faithfulness of their Committee on this ss well as oa 
the other branch of the testimony of this Church, and therefore com
mend them to the guidance of that Wisdom which cometh front Above, 
which is first pure, then peaceable.”

3rd. An Overti 
I of Ministers whei

4th. An Overtu 
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Minutes of the Synod at Kingston, 1847.on, 1847. t41

The Synod took up a reference from the Presbytery of King- Mr.Wightman 
ston, respecting an irregularity in the removal of Mr. Thomas of Camden- 
Wightman from the charge of Camden to the Toronto Academy.
The Synod having considered the case, agreed to express their 
disapprobation of the irregularity that had been committed, in 
not duly recognising the Presbytery of the bounds in Mr. Wight- 
man’s resignation of his charge, and instruct the Presbytery to 
acccept his resignation and release him from the charge of 
Camden. The Synod also agreed that Mr. Wightman should be 
attached to the Presbytery of Toronto as a Minister without 
charge.

The Synod agreed to instruct the College Committee to prepare Licensing 
a draft of regulations respecting the Licensing of Students, and Sludents" 
submit the same to the next meeting of Synod.

The Synod being unable to overtake several matters reported Business 
by the Committee of Bills and Overtures, agreed to refer them toreferred *9 
the Commission that shall be appointed. Commission.

These matters are as follows :—

1st. An Overture for promoting the Revival of Religion 
throughout the Church.
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2nd. An Overture on the subject of Ecclesiastical Registers.

3rd. An Overture respecting arrangements for the Preaching 
of Ministers when assembled at Synod.

4th. An Overture for promoting a better attendance of Minis
ters and Elders at the meetings of Synod.

A letter from the Presbytery of New Brunswick.
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From, the Presbytery of Brockville—Mr. VV. Smart, Mr. R. 
Boyd> Ministers : Mr. G. McNish, Mr. G. Scott, Mr. W. 
Martin, Elders.

From the Presbytery of Perth—Mr. W. G. Johnstone, Mr. VV. 
Lochead, Mr. T. Wardrope, Ministers : Mr. John Durie, Mr. 
Thomas Nicol, Elders.

From the Presbytery of Montreal—Mr. John Clugston, Mr. S. 
C. Fraser, Mr. William Lcishman, Ministers : Mr. John 
Redpath, Elder.

From the Presbytery of Hamilton—A. Ferrier, D.D., Mr. R. 
Robb, Mr. M. Y. Stark, Mr. J. Bayne, Mr. G. Smellie, Minis
ters : Mr. W. McMillan, Mr. G. Davidson, Mr. VV. Millar, 
Elders.

Admission of Mi: 
Alexander, Mr., i 
Assessors in Que

Bayne’s, Mr., Se
Mi

Boyd, Mr., of Pr< 
Buchanan, Mr., I

Charges sanctioni 
Collections stated. 
College CommitteFrom the Presbytery of Toronto—R. Burns, D.D., Mr. James 

Harris, Professors Esson, and Gale, Ministers : Mr. E. 
Steen, Mr. James Fraser, Elders. Commission Reco

---------------Busir
-------------- Mem

Deacon, on the of 
Deputies, thanks 1 
Discipline, Commi

Elders, Mode of Oi

Free Church, ackti 
----------------Mise

Gale, Mr., is attac

The Commission to have two stated meetings during the year,Meetings of
Commission, viz. at Kingston, on the first Wednesday of October, and at 

Toronto, on the first Wednesday of February—and not to have 
any adjournments, excepting such as may be made from day to 
day at the stated meetings—and Presbyteries are instructed to use 
diligence to have one or more of their Ministers at these meetings 
Seven to form a quorum, of whom five shall be Ministers.

The Synod agreed to record their thanks to the friends inThanks for
hospitality in Kingston for the Christian hospitality received at their hands by

the Ministers and Elders of the Synod, during the meeting in 
Kingston. Harris, Mr., Propo 

Home Missions, 0 
Hours for Meeting 
Laidlaw Mr., appo 
Letter to Gen. Ass

The Synod was closed with singing part of the 122nd Psalm, J Licensing Probatio

Comi

Next meeting. The Synod agreed that the next meeting shall be held at Toronto, 
on the third Wednesday of June, 1848, to be opened with sermon 
by the Moderator, at the hour of 7, r. m.

Prayer, and the Apostolical Blessing, by the Moderator, at 3 
o’clock p.m. McGilvray, Mr., D.

WILLIAM RINTOUL, A. M., 
Sr nod Cms. Ar,D
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