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EDUCATION.

The Moral discipline of Children.
Commenting on the chaotic state of opinion and practice relative
to family government, Richter writes:

“If the secret variances of a Jarge class of ordinary fathers were
brought to light, and laid down as a plan of studies, and reading cata-

logued for & moral education, they would run somewhat after this.

fashion : In the first hour ¢ pure morality must be read to tbe ¢hild,
either by myself or the tutor;’ in the second, * mixed morality, or tbat
which may beapplied toone’s own advantage;’ in the third, ‘do you
not sce that your father doés so and 80?°* in the fourth, ¢ you are little,
and this is only £t for grown-up people; * in the fiith, ¢ the chief matter is
that you should succeed in the wor!&, and become something in the
state ;' ia the sixth, ¢ not the temporary, but the eternal, determines the
worth of & man;’ in the seventh, ¢ therefore rather suffer injustice, and
be kind;’ in the eighth, * but defend yourself bravely if any one attack
ggn ;'in the ninth, ¢ do not make & noise, dear child;’ in the tenth, ‘&

y must not sit 30 quiet;’ in the eleventh, ¢ you must obey your parcnts
better ;” in the twelfth, ‘ and educate yourself.” So by the hourly change
of his principles, the fatber conceals their untenableness and onesided-
ness. As for his wife, ahe ir neither like him, nor yet like that harlequin
who came on to the stage with a dundle of papers under each arm, and
answered to the inquiry, what he had under his right arm, ¢ orders’ and
to what he bad under his left arm, © counter-orders’ But the mother
might be mueh better compared to & giant Briarcus, who had a hundred
arms, and'a bandle of papers under each.”

This state of things is not to be readily changed. Generations
raust pass before any great amelioration of it can be expected.
Like political_constitutions, educational systems are not made, but
grow ; aud within brief periods growth is’ insensible. Slow, how-
ever, as must be any improvement, even that improvement implics
the use of means ; and among the means is discussion.

We are not among those whou believe in Lord Palmerston’s
dogma, that ¢« ail children are bom good.” On the whole, the
opposite dogma, untenable as it is, seems tous less wide of the

trath. Nor do we agree with those who think that, by skilful disci-
pline, children may be made altogether what they should be.
Contranwise, we are satisfied that tﬁough imperfections of nature
may be dimimished by wise management, they can not be removed
by 1t. The notion that andeal humanity might be forthwith Eroduccd
by a perfect system of education, is near akin to that shadowed
forth in the poems of Shelley, that would mankind @ive up their
old instittions, prejudices, and errors, all the cvils 1 the world
would at once disappear ; neither notion being accepiable to such
as have dispassionately studied human affairs,

Not that we ate without sympathy with those who cntertain these
too sanguine hopes. Euthusiasm, pushed even to fanaticism, is a
useful motive power—perhaps an indispensable one. It is clear
that the ardent politician would never undergo the labors and make
the sacrifices he does, did he not believe that the reform he fights
for is the one thing needful. But for his conviction that drunken-
ness is the root of almost all social evils, the teetotaler would
agitate far less energetically. In philanthropy as in other things,

reat advantages result from division ot labor; and that there may
%e division of labor, each class of philanthropists must be more or
less subordinated to its function—must have an exaggerated faith
in its work. Hence, of those who regard education, 1utelleciual or
moral, as the panacea, we may say that their undue cxpectations
are not without use ; and that perhaps it is part of the beneficent
order of things that their confidence can not be shaken.

Even were it true, however, that by some possible system of
moral government children could be moulded into the desired form ;
and cven could every parent be duly indoctrinated with this system ;
we should still be far from achieving the object in view. It s for-

tten that the carrying out of any such sysiem pre-supposcs, on
the part of adults, 2 degree of intellizence, of goodness, of self-
control, possessed by no one. The great error made by those who
discuss questions of juvenile discxlplmc, is in ascribing all the faults
and difficulties to the children and none to the parents. The current
assumption respecting family goverument, as respecting national
government, is, that the virtues are with the rulers and the vices
with the ruled. Judging by educational *heories, men and women
are entirely transfigured in the domestic relation. The citizens we
do business with, the people we mect in the world, we all know to
be very imperfect creatures. In the daily scandals, in the quarrels
of friends, in bankruptcy disclosures, in lawsuits, 1 polico reports,
we have constantly thrust before us the pervading selfishness,
dishonesty, brutality. Yet when we cniticise nursery management,
and canvass the misbehavior of juveniles, we habitually take for
granted that these culpable men and women are free from moral
delinquency in the treatment of their offspring ! So far is this from
the truth, that we do not hesitale to say that to parental misconduct
is traceable a great part of the domestic disorder commonly ascribed
to the perversity of children. We do not assert this of the more
sympathetic and self-restrained, amongz whom we hope most of our
readers may be classed, but we assert it of the mass. What kind
of moral discipline is to be expected from a mother who, time after
time, angrily shakes her infant because it will not suckle her,
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which we once saw a mother do? How much lova of justice and
generosity is likely to be instilled by atather who, on having his
attention drawn by his child’s scream to tne fact that sts fmger is
jammed between the window-sash and the sill, forthwith begins to
beat the chill instead of releasing 1t? Yet that there are such
fathers is testified to us by au eye-wituess, Or, to take a sull
stronger cage, also vouched for by direct testimony—what are the
cducitioual prospects of the boy who, on bemg taken home with
a dicJocated thgh, is saluted \\'ndn acastigation ? It 1s true that these
are extreme instauces—instances exhibiting in human beings that
blind instinet which impels Liutes to destroy the weakiy and injured
of their own race.  But extreme though they are, they typy feel-
ings and conduct daily observable in many famlies. “Who has not
repealedly seen a cluld slapped by nurse or parent for a fretfulness
proballly resulting from bodily derangement § Who, when watchin
a mother snateh up a falien “httle vne, has not often traced, bot
in_the roxgh mauner and m the sharply-uttered exclamauon—
“ You stuid little thing !” an iraseibuinty foretethng endiess future
squabbles?  Is there not in the harsh tones 1n which a father bids
his ehi dren be quiet, evidence of & deficiem fellow-feehng woh
them?  Are not the constant, and often quite needless, thwartings
that the young expuerience—the njunctions to sit sull, which an
active child can not obey without suffering great nervous rrntation,
the commands not to look out of the window when traveling by
railway, which on a child of any unelligense entans senous depri-
vation—are not these thwaitings, we ask, signs of a ternbie lack of
sympathy? ‘The truth 1s, that” the dificalties of moral education
are necessarily of dual origin—necessanly resalt from the combined
fau'ts of parents and children.  If hereditary transmission 1s a law
of nature, as every naturalist knows it to be, and as our daily remarks
and current proverbs admit it to be; then, on the average of cases,
the defeets of children mirror the defects of ther pareats 5 on the
average of cases, we say, because, complicated us the resuhis are by
the transmitted traits of remoter ancestors, the correspomdence is
not special but only general. And if, on the average of cases,
this inheritance of defects exists, then the evil passions which
parents have to check in their chuldren 1mply hike evil passions 1n
themselves : hidden, it may be, from the public eye; or perhaps
obscured by other feelings’; but stil there. Ewvidently, therefore.
the general practice of any ideal system of disciphne 1s hopeless :
parents are not good enough.

Moreover, even were there methods by which the desired end
could be at once effected, and even had fathers and mothers sufli-
cient insight, sympathy, and self-command to employ these ethods
consistently, it might still be contended that 1t would be of no use
to reform family discipline faster than other things are reformed.
What is it that we aim to do 2 Is 1t not that educaton of whatever
kind has for its proximate end 10 prepare a child for the business
of life—10 produce a ciuzen who, at the same tume that he is well
conducted, is also able to make his way in the world? And does
not making his way in the world (by which we mean, not the ac-
quirement of wealth, but of the means remsite for properly bring-
ing up a family)—does not this tmply u ceran fitness for the world
asitnow is? " Andaf by any system of culture an deal human
being could be produced, is 1t not doubtful whether he would be fit
for the world as it now 1s?  May we not, on the contrary, suspect
that his too keen sense of rectitude, and tov elevated standard of
conduct, would make life alike unolerable and 1mpossible 7 And
however admirable the result might be, conswdered mdividually,
would it not be self-defeating in so far as society and postenty are
concerned 7 It may, we thurk, be argued, with much reason, that
as iu @ uation so in a famly, the kmd of governinent is, on the
whole, about as good as the general state of human nature permits
itto be. It may be said thatin the one case, asn the other, the
average character of the people determnes the quahity of the comtro!
excreised. It may be inferred that in both cases amenoration of
the average characler leads to an amechoration of system; and
farther, that were it possible 1o ameliorate the system without the
average character being fisst amehorated, ewil, rather than good,
would follow. It may be urged that such degree of harshnessas
children now experience from their parents and teachers, 1s but i
preparation for that greater harshness wiich they will meet with
on catering the world; and that were 1t possible for parents aud
teachers 1o behave towacds them with perfect equity and ennre
sympathy, it would but intensify the sutferings which the selfisiness
of men must, ia after hfe, intlict on them.

<« But does not this prove 100 much 7?? some one will ask. ¢ If
no system of :noral culture can forthwith make children altogether
what they should be; if, even were there a system that would do
this, exisling paients are too imperfect to carry it out; and if, even
could such a systemn be successfully carnied out, its results would

be disastrously incongruous with the present state of society ; does
it not follow that a reform in the system now in use is neither
practicable nor desirable 72 No, It merely follows that refosn in
domestic government must go on, pari passu, with other reforms.
It merely follows that mclgflods of discipline neither can be nor
should be ameliorated, except by iustalinents. It merely fullows
thai the dictates of abstract rectitude will, in practice, inevitably
be subordinated by the present state of hyman nalurg—by the in-
perfections alike of children, of parents, and of society ; and can
only be better fulfitled as the general character becomes better.

< At any rate, then,” may rejoin our critic, ¢ it ir clearly useless
1o set up any ideal standard of family discipline. There can be no
advantage in elaborating and recormnmending methods that we in
advauce of the time.”> Again we must coniend for the contrary.
Just as iu .he case of political government, though pure rectitude
may be at piesent impracticable, it is requisite to know where the
nght lies, so that the changes we make may be towards the 1ight
mstead of away from it; so in the case of domestic government, an
1deal must be upheld, that there may be gradual approximations to
1. We need fear no evil conseguences trom the maintenance of
such an ideal. On the average the constitutional conservatism of
mankind s always strong enough to prevent a too rapid change.
So admirable are the arrangements of things that until men have
grown up to the level of a higher belief, they can not receive it:
nomemally, they may hold it, but not virtually.  And even when the
truth gets recogmzed, the obstacles 1o conformity with it are so
persistent as to_outlive the patience of philanthropists and even
phitosophers.  We may be quite sure, therefore, that the many
ditficulties standing in the way of a normal government of children,
will always put an adequate check upon the efforts to realize it.

With these preliminary explanations, let us go on to consider
the true aims and methods of moral education—moral education,
stnictly 60 called; we mean; for we do not propose to enter upon
the question of religious education as au aid to the education eaclu-
sively moral. This we omit as a topic better dealt with separately.
After a few pages devoted 10 the settlement of general priuciples,
duning the perusal of which we bespeak the reader’s patience, we
shall aim by 1llustrations to make clear the right methods of pa-
rental behavior in the hourly cccurring difficulties of family govern-
ment.

When a child falls, or rons its hoad against the table, it suffers a
pawn, the remembrance of which tends 1o make it more careful for
the future ; and by an vecasional repetition of like_experiences, it
18 eventually disciplined mnto a proper guidance of its mnovements.
If 1t lays hold of the fire-bars, thrusts its finger into the candle-
flame, or spills boiling water on any parts of its skin, the resulting
burn or scald 15 2 lesson not easily forgotten.  So deep an impres-
sion is produced by one or twu such events, that aflerwards no
persuasion will induce it again to disregard the laws of its constitu-
tion in these ways. .

Now in these and like cases, Nature illustrates to us in the
simplest way, the true theory and practice which, however much
they may seem 10 the superficial like those commonly received, we
shall find on examination to diff'r from them very widely.

Qbserve, 1n the first place, that in bodily injuries and their penal-
ties we have misconduct and its conscequences reduced to theiwr
sunplest forms. Though, according to their popular_acceptations,
right and wrong are words scarcely applicable to actions that huve
none but direct bodily effects; yet \vgocver considers the matter
will see that such actions must be as much classifiable under these
heads as any other actious. From whatever basis they stari, all
theusi-s of worality agrec in considering that conduct whose total
results, immediate and remote, are bencficial, is good conduct;
wiule conduct whose total results, immediate and remote, are inju-
tious, 18 bad conduct. The happiness or misery caused by it are
the ulliale standards by which all men judge of behavior. We
consider drunkenness wrong because of the physical degeneracy
and accompanying moral evils entailed on the transgressur and his
dependents.  Did theft uniformly give pleasure both o taker and
loser, we should not find it in our catatogue of sins. Were it con-
ceivable that benevolent actians multipiied human pains we should
condemn them— should not consider them benevolent. It needs but
to read the first newpaper leader, or listen to any converaation
touching social affairs, to see that acts of parliament, political move-
ments, philanthropic agitations, in common with the doings of indi~
viduals, are judged by their anticipated results in multiplying the
pleasures or pains of men.  And if on looking under all secondary
superinduced ideas, we find these to be our ultimate tests of right
and wrong, we can not refuse to class purely physical actions as
right or wrong according to the beneficial or detrimental results
they produce.
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Note, in the second place, the character of the punishments by
which these physical transgressions are prevented. Punishments,
we call them, ‘in the absence of a better word ; for they are not
punishments in the literal sense.  They are not artificial aud unue-
cessary flictions of pain ; but ase sunply the beneficent checks to
actions that are essentially at variance with Lodily wellare— cliecks
in the absence of which life would yuickl¥ be destroyed by bodily
injuries. It s the peeuliarty of these penaltivs, of we must 2o call
them, that they are nothing more than l]:e unavordable consequences
of the deeds which they fullow : they are nothing more than the
wneritable reactions entaifed by the child’s actions

Let it be fusther borne in mind that these painful reactions are
propurtionate to the degree in which the orzunic laws have buen
transgressed. A shight accaident brings a slight pan, a more serivus
oue, a greater pun.  When a child tumbles over. the duor-step, it is
not urdaied that it shall sutfer in excess of the amount necessary,
with the view of making 1t st1)] more eantions than the necessary
suffering wul make it.  But from its daily experience it is lelt to
learn the greater or less penalties of greater or less errors ; and to
behave accordingly.

And then marT;, lastly, that these natural reactions which follow
the child’s wrong actions, are constant, direct, unhesitating, and
uot to be escaped. No threats: tut a silent, rigorous performance.
If a child ruas a pin nto its finger, pain follows. If it does it again,
there is agamn the same resull: and so on perpetually. Inall its
dealings wiih surrounding morganic natare it finds this unswerving
persistence, which listens to no excuse, and from which there is no
appeal; and very soon recogmzing this stern though beucficent
diserpline, it become extremely careful not to trangress.

Sull more sigmificant will t?wse general truths appear, when we
remember that they hold throughout adult life as well as throughout
wfantine te. It is by aa expenmentally-gained knowledge of the
natural cousequences, that men and women are checked when they
g0 wrong.  After home education has ceased, and when there are
no longer pareuts and teachers to forbid this or that kind of cunduet,
there comes e play a discipline like that by which the young
chuld 15 taught its first fessons in self-guidance. If the youth enter-
ing upon the business of Ife 1dies away his time and fulli.s slowly
or unskillfally the duties mirusted 1o him, there by and by folluws
the natural penalty : he is discharged, aud left to suffer for a while
the evils of relauve poverty. On the unpunctual mas, failing alike
his appointments of business aud pleasuie, there ct_)ulipnmﬁy fall
the consequent inconveniences , losses, and deprivations. The
avaricious tradesman who charges too high a rate of profit, loses
his customers, and 50 is checked in his greediness.  Diminishing
practice teaches the inattentive doctor to bestow moretrouble on hus

atients. ‘The too credulous creditor and the over-sanguine speen-
ator altke learn by the difficulties which rashness entails on them,
the necessity of being more cautions in their engagements. Awml so
throughout the life of every citizen. In the quotalion 5o often made
dpropos of these cases—¢ The bumt child dreads the fire V—we
sec not only that the analogy between this social discipline and
Nature’s early disciphine of infants s universally recogmized ; but
we also see an imphied conviction that this discipline is of the most
effictent kind. Nay more, this conviction is not only imphed, but
distinetly stated.  Every one has heard others confess that only by
« dearly bought expericnce” had they been nduced to give up
some bad or foolish course of conduct formerly pursued,  Every
one has heard, in the criticisms passed on the deings of this spend-
thnft or the other speculator, the remark that advice was useless,
and that nothing but « bitter experience ™ would produce any
effect : ncthing, that 15, but suffering the unaveidable conscquences,
Aud 1f further proof be needed that the pcn:\ll{ of the natural
reaction 1s not anly the most efficient, but that no humanly-devised
penalty can replace it, we have such further proof in the notorious
1li-success of our various penal systems. Out of the many methads
of craminal chsciphine that have been proposed and legally enforeed,
none have answered the expectations of their advocates. Not only
have artificial punishments failed 10 produce reformation, but they
have i many cases increased the criminality.  The only succes.-
ful reformatories are those privately-established ones which have
approximated their régime to the method of Nature—which have
done hitle more than administer the natural consequencesof crimianal
condact : 1he naturai consequences bemg, that by imprisonment or
other restrunt, the eniminal shall have hus liberty of action dimin-
1ished as much as i~ needful for the safety of society ; aud that he
shall bz made to mamtain himself while hvang ander this restmint,
Thus we ~ee not ouiy that the diseipline by which the youny child
is so successfully taught to rcgulate its movements is also the
discipline by which the great mass of adults are kept in order, and
more or less improved ; but that the discipline humanly divised

for the warst aduits, fails when it
ordained discipline, and begis to
to 1t.

Have we not here, then, the guiding principle of moral education ?
Must we not mber that the system so beneficent 1 its effects, ahke
dwing anfancy and maturity, will be equally benefieent thronshont
youth?  Can any one believe that the methud whieh answers so
well i the fiest aud the last divistons of hife will not answer 10 the
intermediate division 2 Is it uot manifest that us * mumsters and
interpreters of Nature * it s the functiun of parents 1o see that therr
children habutually expercuce the true cunsequences of the conduct
— the natural reactious: neither warding them off, nor mtensifying
them, nor putting artuficial consequences 10 place of them 2° No
unfru,udlced reader will hesitate in lus assent.

’robably, however, not a few will contend that already most
parents do this—that the punistnents they et are, n the majo-
rity of cases, the true consequences of di-cunduct—that parental
auger, venting itself in harsh words and deeds, 15 the result of a
child’s trausgressiou—and that, w the sutfenny, physical or moral,
which the chill is subject to, it experiences tlie natural reaction of
its misbehavior. Along with much error this assertion, doubtless
containg sume truth. It is unguestiouable that the displeasure of
fathers and mothers is a true cousequence of Juvenle de tguency ;
and that the manfestation of 1t 18 a notmal chieck upon such 'Jc”)l'l:
quency. It is unquestionable that the scoldings, and threats, and
blows, which a passionats parent visits on offening htile ones, are
effects actually produced w such a parent by thear offeuses ; and so
are, m some surty to be cousidered as amnoug the natural seactions
of thieir wrong actions.  And we are by no means prepared 1o say
ghat these mudes of treatment are not relauvely nht—right, that 18
in relation o uncontrollable cluldren of Wl-controlled adults - au(i
right 1u relation tv a state of suciety in which such sli-controlied
adults make up the mass of the people. As already suggested
educational systems, like politica! and other insttutions, an?gcue:
rally as zood as the state of human waturc permits. The barba-
sous children of barbarous parents ane probubly enly 1 be restramed
by the barbarous methods which such parents spontancously em-
ploy 3 while subtnussion 1o these barbarous methods s perhaps the
best yuepartion such children can have for the baibarous suciety
in which they are presently o play a part. Conversely, the civile
ized members of a civilized society will spontaneously manifest
th!.'ll' displeasure in less violent ways—wili spomtaneously uge
milder measures: measures strong enough for their better-natured
children. Thus it is doubtless true that, in so far as the expression
of parental feeling is concerned, the pnnciple of the natural rcacixon
is always more or less followed. The system of domestic government
ever gravitates towards its right form. °

But now observe two important facts.  [u the first place, observe
that, in states of rapid transition like ours, which wituess a jopg-
drawn battle between old and new theories and old and new pra?:-
tices, the educational metheds in use are apt 1o be cons.derably out
of harmouy with the times. In deference to dogmas fit only for the
ages that ultered them, many parents iuflict pumshments” that do
violence 10 their own feelings, and so visit on their children unna-
tural reactions; while other parents, enthusiasiic in thear hopes of
immediate perfection, tush 1o the opposite extreme. And then
pb-_cn'e, in the second place, that the “discipline on which we are
insisting is not £0 much the experience of paremal approbaton or
disapprobation, which, in most cases, is only a secondary conse-
quence of a chi'd’s conduct ; but it is the experience of those resulis
which would naturaliy flow from the conduct, in the absence o?
parental opinion or interference. The tuly instructive and salutary
consequences are not those inflicted by parents when they lalg
upon themselves 1o be Natuie™s prosies ; but they are those mihicted
by Natare herself. We will endeavor 10 mahe this distinction clear
by a few illustrations, which, while they show what we meay by
uatuial reactions as contrasted with artificial ones, will afford somz}:
directiy practical suggestions,

In every family where there are young children there almost
daily occar cases of what motkers aud sérvants call « makne a
liter.” A child has had out its box of toys, and leaves Jiem
scattered about the floor. Or a handful of flowers, brought in from a
morning walk, is prescatly seen dispersed over tables and chairs
Or a litle girl making Jdoll's clothes, disfigures the room wah
shreds. I most cases the truuble of rectifying thus disorder falls
anywhere but in the right place: if in the nursery, the nurse here
self, with many grumblings about ¢ tiresome little things,” ete
sndertakes the taak 3 if below stairs, the task usually t.dc’:\rolve',;
cither on one of the elder children or on the housemad 5 the
transgressor being visited with nothing more than a scolding.’ In
this very simple case, however, there are many parents wise

diverges from this divinely
succeed wheu it approximates
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enough to follow out, more or Jess consistently, the normal course..--
that of making the child itsclf collect the toys or shreds.  The tabor
of putting things in order is the true consequence of having put
them in disorder. Every trader in his oflice, every wife iu her
househoid, has daily experience of thus fact,  And it edueation be
a preparation for the busintess of hfe, then every child should also,
from the beginuing, hiave dany experence of tns fact. 1f the natu-
ral penalty Be met by auy retractury behiavior, (winch it may per-
haps be where the general system of mural discipiue previously

oursued has been bad,) then” the proper course 1s to let the clald
feel the ulterior reaction conscquent on its dissbedience. lMHaving
refused or neglected to pick upand pat away the things it has
scattered about, and having thereby entailed the trouble of doing
this un some one ¢lse, the citld should, on subsequent cccasions,
be dented the means of giviny thus trouble. When next 1t petitions
for its toy-box, the reply of > mamma should be: « The fast time
you had your toys you left themn Iyuuz on the tloor, and Jane tad to
pick them up. Jane is too busy to pick up every day the things you
leave about; and I can not do it myscll’. So that, as you will not
put away your toys when yon have done with them, 1 can not let
you have them.>" This is obviously a natural consequence, neither
increased hor lessened ; and must be so recommzed by a chld.
The penalty comes, tag, at the moment when 1t 1s most keenty telt.
A new-born desire is balhed at the moment of anticipated gaufi.
cation ; and the strong impression so produced cau scarcely tal to
have an effect on the future conduct : au effect which, by cousistent
repetition, will do whatever can be done in curmg the favit. Add
1o which, that by this method, a child is early taught the lesson
which can not be learnt too soon, that 1 this world of ours pleasures
are rightly to be obtained only by labor.

TakKe another case.  Not long swmce we had frequently to listen
to the reprimands visited on a litle girl who was scarcely ever
ready in time for the daily walk. Of eager disposition, and apt to
become thoroughly absorbed m the orcupation of the moment,
Constance never thonght of putting on her things until the rest were
ready. The governess and the other children hiad almost invariably
to wait; and from the mamma there atmost mvanab'y came the
same seolding, Uttesly as this system faed, 1t never ocenrted to
the mamma to let Constance eapeneuce the natural penaity.  Nor,
indeed, would she try it when 1t was suggested to her. In the
world the peaalty of being behind time is the loss of some advaut-
age that would else have bren gained ; the train is gose ; or the
steam-boat is just leaving its moormgs; or the best things in the
market are sold ; or all the good seats in the concert-room are filled.
And every one, in cases perpetually occurning, may see that it is
the prospective deprivations entaited by bemng too late winch prevent
people from being too late. Is not the wlerence obvious? Should
uot these prospective depnvations control the elukd’s conduct aiso ?
If Constance is not ready at the appumted tune, the naturad resuht
is that of being left behind, and losing her walk.  And no one can,
we think, doubt that after having once or twice remained at home
while the rest were enjoying themselves 10 the fields, and after
having felt that this loss'of 2 much-prized rratification was solely
due to want of promptitude, some amen..nent would take place.
At any rate, the measure would be more effective than that perpe-
tual scolding which ends only in producing callou .ness.

Again, when children, with more than usual cau lessuess, break
or lose the things given to them, the natural penaity—the penalty
which makes growr-up persons more careful—is the consequent
inconvenience, The want of the lost or damaged anicle, ami the
cost of supplying its place, are the experiences by which men and
women are disciplined in these matiers; and the experience of
children should be as much as pussible assimuated 1o thews,  We
do not refer to that carly period at which toys ase pulled to preces
in the process of learning their physical properties, and at which
the results of carelessness can not be understood ; but to a later
);eriod, when the meaning and advantagesof propesty are perceived.

Vhen a boy, old enough to possess a penknife, uses it so roughly
as to snap the blade, or leaves it in the grass by some hedge-side,
where he was cattig a stick, a thoughtless parent, or some indul-
gent relative, will commonly forthwith buy hum another ; not seeing
that, by doing this, a valuable lesson 1s lost. In such a case, a
father may properly explain that penknives cost noney, and that
to get money requites Iabor ; that he can not afford to purchase
new penknives for one who Joses or breaks them ; and that until
he sees evidence of greater carcfulness he must deciine 1o make
good the loss. A parallel discipline may be used as a means of
checking extravagance.

_These few familiar instances, here chosen because of the simpli-
city with which they illustiate our point, will make clear to every
one the distinction betwesn those natural penaluies ..huch we con-

tend are the truly efficient ones, and those artificial penalties which
parents commonly substitute for them. Belore going on to exhibit
the higher aud subtler apphcations of this principle, let us note its
many and great superioriies over tho principles, or rather the
emptrical practice, which prevails w most families.

In the first place, right’ conceptions of cause and cffect are early
formed ; anu by frequent and consistent exper 'nee are eventuall
rendered defimte and complete.  Proper conduct in life is much
better guaranteed when the good and evil consequences of actions
ate ratwnally understood, than when they are merely believed
on authortty. A child who finds that disorderliness entails the
subsequent trouble of puttng things in oider, or who misses
a granfication from dilatoriness, or whose want of care is fol-
lowed by the loss or breakage of some much-prized possession,
not only experiences a keenly-felt consequence, but gains a know.
fedge of causation: both the one and the uther being just like those
which aduit ife will bnng.  Whereas a child who ia such cases
receives some reprimand or some factitious penalty, not only expe-
riences a consequence for which it often cares very little, but lacks
that instruction respecting the essential natures of goeds and evil
conduct, which it would else huve gathered. It js a vice of the
common system of artificial rewards and punishments, long since
noticed by the clear-sighted, that by substituting for the natural
resulls of nmusbehavior certain threatened tasks or castigations, it
produces a radically wrong standard of moral guidance. Having
throuzhout infancy and boyhood always regarded parental or tutonsal
displeasure as the result ot a forbadden action, the youth has gained
an established association of ideas between snch action and such
displeasure, as cause and effect; and consequently when parents
and tutors have abdicated, and their displeasure is not to be feared,
the restraint on a forbidden action is m great measure removed:
the true restramts, the natural reactions, having yet to be learnt by
sad experience. As wntes one who has had personal knowledge
of this short-sighted system: « Young men let loose from school,
particularly those whose parents have neglected to exert their
wfluence, plunge into every descripuon of extravagance ; they know
no rule of action—they are ignorant of the reasons for moral conduet
—they have no foundition to rest upon—and umil they have been
severely diseiphined by the world, are extremely dangerous mem-
bers of socrely.??

Auother great advantage of this natural system of discipline is,
that 1t 13 a system of pure justice ; and will be recognized by ever
cluld as sucfn. Wtoso suffers nothing more than the evil which
obviously follows naturally from his own musbehavior, is much less
likely to think himself wrongly treated than if he suffers an evil
artificially inflicted on him ; and this will be true of children as of
men. Take the case of a boy who his habitually reckless of his
clothes—scrambles throngh hedges without caution, or is utterly
regardless of mud. It he is beaten, or sent to bed, he is apt to
regard imself as tl-used 5 and his mind is more hkely to be occu-
pied by thinking over his juries than re{pcming of his transgres-
sions.  But suppose he is required to rectify as far as he can the
harm he has done —to clean off the mud with which he has covered
mself, or 10 mend the tear as well as he can.  Will he not feel
that the evil 1s one of his own producing ?  Will he not while pay-
g tius penalty be continuvously concious of the connection between
itand ats cause? And will he not, spite his irritation, recognize
more or less clearly the justice of the arrangement? If several
le-sons of this kind fail to produce amendment—if suits of clathes
are prematurely spoiled—if pursuing this same system of discipline
a father declines 10 spend money for new ones uutil the ordinary
time has elapsed—and if meanwhile, there occur occasions on
which, having uo decent clothes to go in, the boy is debarred from
Jomnng the rest of the family on holiday excursions and [/Ele days,
it 15 mamfest that while he will keenly feel the punishment, he
can scarcely fail to trace the chain of causation, and to perceive
that his own carelessness is the origin of it; and sceing this, he
will not have that same sense of injustice as when theie is no ob-
vious connection between the transgression and its penalty.

Again, the tempers both of parents and children are much less
liable to be rufiled under this system than under the ordinary
system. Instead of letting children expericnce the painful results
which naturally follow from wrong conduct, the usual course pursued
by parents 1s to inflict 'hemselves ceitain other painful results. A
double mischicf arises from this. Making, as they do, multiplied
family laws; and identifying their own supremacy and diguity
with the maintenance of these laws ; it happens that every trans-
gression comes to be regarded as an offense against themselves,
and a cause of anger on their part. Add to which the further irrita-
tions which result from taking upon themselves, in the shape of
extra labor or cost, thosc evil consequences which should have been
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allowed to fall on the wroug-doers. Similarly with the children.

\

chapter upon the subject discipline, and there is no dvubt of

Penalties which the necessary reaction of things brings round upon | your bemg afterwards able to suspare them wath the next

them—penalties which are inflicted by impersonal agency, produce
an initation that is comparatively slight and transient ; whereas,
penalties which are voluntanly infiicted by a parent, andare aftei-
wards remembered as caused t)

both

greater and mote contnued. Just cousider how disastrous

s lum or hier, produce an arriaton )

great essential, a fonduess for schoul itself.

Ths fondness or attraction tor school 1s one of the chiefl
points towards attaimng good disciphne 3 in fuct how can
we pussibly expeet docality and deference to our wishes or

woullbe the result if thus empuical method were pursued from the | cumnuinds froms scholurs w Lo have neither regard nor esteem
beginning. Suppuse it were possible for pareuts to tahe upon them- | for us, who ¢ven have no desire of showing wny, nor wish

selves the physical sufferings entailed on their children by ignu-
rance and awkwardness; and that while bearing these evil
consequences they visited on their children certain other evil con-
sequences, with the view of teacling them the impropriety of therr
conduct. Suppose that when a child, who had been forbidden to
meddle with the kettle, spit some bothing water on 1ts fuot, the
mother vicariously assumed the scald and gave a blow m place of
it; and similarly’in all other cases. Would not the daily mishaps
be svurces of far more anger than now ? Would there pot be chronic
ill-temper on both sides 2" Yet an exactly parallel policy is pursued
in after years, A father who punishes his boy for carelessly or
wilfully breaking a sieter’s toy, and then himself pays for a new
toy, does substantially ttus same thing—intlicts an artineiad penality
on the trausgressor, and tahes the natural penalty on limsell: his
own feelings and those of the transgiessur bewg ahike neediessly
irritated. I he simply required 1estitution to be made, he would
produce far less heart-burning. If he told the boy that a new tuy
must be bonght at his, the boy’s, cost, and that lns supply of pocket-
money must be withheld to the needful extent, tirere would be wuch
less cause for cbuiltion of temper on ewther side; while wmthe
depnivation afterwards feit, the buy would experience the equiable
aud salutary consequence. In brief, the system of disciphine by
natural reactions is less injunious to temper, abike because 1t 15 per-
ceived on both sides to be nothing more than pure justice, and
because it more or less substitutes the impersonal agency of nature
for the personal agency of parents.

Whence also follows the manifest corollary that under this system
the parental and filial refation witl be a more friendly, and theretore
a more influential one.  Whether m parent or chuld, anger, how-
ever caused, and to whomsoever directed, 1s more or less detni-
mental. But anger in a paient towards a cluld, and 10 acluld
towards a parent, is especially detrimental ; because it weakens
that bond of sympathy which is essential to a beneficent control.
In virtue of the general law of association of ideus, it iuevitably
results, botn in young and old, that dislike 1s contracted towards
things which in our expericnce are habntuaily connected with
disagreeable feelings. Or where attachment ongivaily easted, 1t 1s
weakeued, or destroyed, ur turned mto repugnance, according to
the quantity of painful impressivus received. Parental wrath, with
its accompanying reprimands and castigations, can not fal, if often
repeated, to produce filial alienation; while the resentment and
sulkiness of cluldren cun not fail to weaken the affection felt for
them, and may even end i destroying it.  Hence the nurerous
cases in which parents (and especially fathers, who are commonly
deputed toexpress the angerand inflict the punishment) are regarded
with inditference if not with_averson; and hence the equally nu-
merous cases in which children are lovked upon as inflictions,
Seeing, then, as all must do, that estrangement of this kiad is fatal
to a salutary moral culture, it follows that pareuts can not be too
solicitous in avoiding occasions of direct antagonism with their
chii.ren—occasions of personal resentment. Aud therefore they
can not too anxiously avanl themselves of this discipline of natural
consequences—tiis system of letting the penality be intlicted by the
laws of things ; which, by saving the parent from the tauction of
a penal agent, prevents these mutual exaspesations aud estrange-
ments.— British Quarterly Review.

(7o be continued.)

PEDAGOGY,
ON THE TRUE FOUNDATION OF SCHOOL DISCIPLINE.

(Tran<lated (rom the French of—J. J. Rapet. by Mrs. Languedoc.)
11X
OF PROPER DISCIPLINE !N_' SCHOOLS.
(Continued from No. 6, page 84.)

“ Endeavor to call forth the affectionate regards of your
scholars to get their love,” were the last words of our 2nd

to render themselves agreable to us: or why expect that
children who feel unhappy m their classes and who come
to them with distaste and repugnance, who view with dis-
gust, the course of their dwmly lessons, should be orderly,
attentive and zealons to fulfil their tasks? To expect as
much, is expecting unpossibilities, and tu exactit, is luuking
for wore than we would do from persuns of mature prind
and judgment. )

Now, the number of children who feel an attraction
towards school 1s very few, and who can wonder at t?

There are three principal reasons why children dislike,
their classes; they feel nv taste or inclination to acquire
what is tuught theern ; they sufler from wearmess, and many
remain idle a greater purt of the tune. Let us investigute
each one of these reasuns separately.

That chuldren have no taste for mstruction is a cry that
has become gencral, nevertheless 1t 1s not the less an injust
one under the circumstances. Children have, it is true, little
inclinution to study, but their objections are not towards
instruction itsclf; on the contrary, they are ever desirous
of learning, they dehght m acquinng mformation. We need
not go farther to prpve tlus, than by un appeal to every one's
personal experience of their natural curiosity, which, many
of us may have found at one tme or anuther particularly
inconvenient, to say nothing of their constant questioning.
They vn the contrary love aud tuke delight in acquiring
infurmation but not at the expense of study the sole point of
their dislike.

Neither does this dislike arise from any natural dread of
trouble or fatigue, no more than from any preconceived
aversion to instruction. Let us but examine the ardor and
perseverance with which children pursue any matter of
pleasure or sport 3 this will suflice to convince us that trouble
15 their lust consideration where there hies a dispusition to
vbtun any ubject. Now as vur plan of 1ostruction falls
short of thus unpression, cluldren dishke the mnstruction
which they are made to accept ina disagreable form, there-
fore it is the method and form and nothmg else which
occasion their opposition.

For my part L cannot condemn them for it; let us take
a child just as hie appears at schoul fur the first time which
is generally about the age of seven or eight years, and the
moment at which he is 1o be carefully imuated wath a fond-
ness and attraction for school. What are the first steps
taken to win him on his first attendance ?

Let us first consider his antecedents. TUp to this moment
he has lived a life of case, liberty and independence, he has
played Jus limbs in juyvus freedom all unthinking of the
hours as they danced along, but lus young steps have now
re-echoed in the school-room, and from that moment he is
suddenly condemned to be the victim of its system. e
will have to sit on a bench in strict rigidity of posture twice
a duy for the space cach time of some two or three hours ;
and we complain if he express discomfort or if his uneasi-
ness occasion him to disturb the order and regularity of the
class. We on the contrary consider that children who
would unmurmuringly yield strict obedience to such rules
might be considered as requiring immediate medical care,
for it would no doubt be the mark of a most unhealthy
constitution. Under this immobility of position he is set down
to studies the most unsuitable to his habits, and most inap-
propriate to his age and understandmyg. So far his experi-
ence has brought him in contact only with the exterior
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world, with objects sensible to the feeling and to the sight,
Henceforward he shall be made to handle abstract ideas
and a variety of things which speak of nothing to his expe-
rience and judgement.

We begin by teaching him to read, and for a length of
time keep him to the combination of letters and sounds,
which beur no intelligence to him. Later we teach him
how to trace isoluted Ietters and words which no more than
the first can satisfy his desire of knowledge. In the mean
time we teach him the recital of prayers and answers from
a catechism of which he understands but few words. Some-
times a few principles of numeration are added, that-is-to-
say, that we make him commit to memory a series of figures
und perhaps the multiplication table, which he repeats like
a parrot, without knowing anything of its meaning, for he
is not taught the relation of these numbers with the quan-
tities expressed.

These are the occupations invariably given to a child
during the first two years of his sojourn at school.

We ask what is there here likely to give him u taste for
instruction, or to render that sojourn agreable and attractive
to him? We do not sce any thing whatever. For wlhole
months he is made to go over the same task every day. He
gets tired of ever doing the same thing, the monotony of
these exercises besides the weariness that they cengender,
occusion them to fill up an almost immeasurable space
of time, for the reason that being performed with a dis-
tracted and attentive mind but little progress is made,
whereas with proper application they would have been
mastered in a fourth of the same time. To the state of weari-
ness engendered by the absence of all variety is to be added
what may appear the uselessness of the things taught.

After the lessons already described they are under a mis-
taken i.ea, taught abstract multiplication to which is due
their want of understanding their object, then follows a dry
fastidious study of grammar, which, very much to the child’s
own dissatisfaction fills up a great portion of his time as he
vot ¢ven catches the shadow of a reason for it.

Now, a knowledge of these various branches of instruction
is no doubt essential to children but how much more profi-
tably applied would they prove were they addressed to their
understanding, by more winning means. By following
the latter method, they would prove a source of develop-
ment to his bodily health as well as to his mind. Cluldren
do not foresee and calculate upon these results. Even the
aged often overlook these advantages, therefore, why not
children who do not even entertain any thought of the end
and object of their studious labors and the reason is simple,
it is because they are things pertaining to the future and
which therefore do not touch the present.

Let us make abnegation of ourselves and cease to imagine
as we are too often apt to do, that the children are objects
expressly created for the school and for that master, whereas
it 1s we, who are appointed there to serve them.

In this abnegation let us forget onr own habits, tastes and
acquirements to take the child’s side of the question, and
ask ourselves, in what point can children feel a Lking or
free inclination for their lessons?

We teach them reading, but for a very long time the
lesson is to them but the sight of letters and hard syllables;
when able to read wiath fluency and care, time is still con-
tinues a pamnful and laborivus task, for the most part we
teach them how to read without accompanying the lesson
with the slightest explanation. We teach wnting, but they
have nothing to write about, for they have noideas to ex-
press. We teach them gramumar, while they see nothing
but 2 numberless amount of strange terms, the most singu-
Iar and the most useless, for they have no conception of
their application to the uses of the world, where they have
never heard of anything of the kind.

We stop here, as we do not wish to offer a repetition of

what we have already frequently advanced. Nevertheless
we are most desirons to convince our readers how much
this style of teaching is crroneous and how unfit to fix the
interest of'n child. Now since the subjects taught 1 schools
are in themselves little likely to interest the young mind,
dolet us endeavor to render them more agreable by our
mode of teaching. If we have any desite of avoiding the
continually ruuiing foul of a repugnance which constitutes
scl).powerful an obstacle to the mamtenance of good disci-
ine.

P ‘Fo recapitulate, what isthere in the form ofinstruction that
can compensate for the aridity and dryness of the subject.
What are the lessons given that can pussibly amuse a eluld.
We call their attention to ubstract notions, fill their heads
with principles, rules and stute definitions; make them
learn page upon page without fanmliarizing the subject by
any kind of explanation ; with these pages so co' .mitted to
memory we muke them participate in theories far above
their years and which we leave, like every thing clse, in
the dark corner of their memorics, that-is-to-say unex-
plained. We expose over and over agam, rules, without
ever teaching their application, and yet, of what use is the
instruction taught in schools if left unupplied ?

Our lessons which are always dogmatical, are arid and
uninteresting, our style of language, dry as our buoks
and equally barren of all interest. ‘Lo lessons which are
repeated daily and without any variety whatever to enliven
them, we add duties of the same swamp whose monotony
soon fills to satiety.

We ask pardon of School-masters for addressing them in
this manner; we too fully understand all the difficulties
that they have to contend with, and have too sincere a desire
to see them diminished, indeed removed, to be suspected of
any idle severity of language. Sincerity alone is our guide,
while the interest of their scholars, the prosperity of their
schools and their own interest, lead us on and force us to
offer these remarks. We agam repeat it, let masters reflect
seriously and question their own hearts, let them above all
take the child’s place and confess how impossible it is for
these poor beings to have any taste, inclination or attraction
for their tasks, and therefore, whether it is possible for them
to come gladly into class, and remain there with any degreo
of pleasure.

Now if children find nothing pleasant in following the
class, if they feel no taste for the lesson given in it, how
can they be kept there in an orderly, silent and attentive
disposition ? T'o manage this there would be but vne method
which is to keep them in constant dread ot pumshment.
But we have already declared and proved the impotency of
this alternative ; besides, the admission of school-masters
themselves contirms the opinion. They all complain of the
uselessness ofthe disciplinary measures that have hitherto
been used.

But one method is left, that of inspiring our pupils with a
pleasing regurd, and attraction fur school. Let us make the
attempt boldly and resolutely. Let us for the future shed
over our teachings pleasing variety and let them be admi-
nistered with amability of manner, let us redeem the aridity
of the lesson by the pleasantness of form, let us with our
pupils merge the master into the kind parent who seeks to -
smooth the obstructions lying in his path ; let us put gaety
and playfulness even in the disposal of the lessons; let
them be an unmterrupted succession of entertainments and
famniliar conversations rather than a course of lectures where
cach one repeats sentences by rote. Let our instructions
become a sort of pleasant chat during which we shall pro-
voke questions from the children and waken up idess in
their minds, or by frequent calls upon our little auditors
become masters of their varnous modes of thinking and
capacity of opinion ; or taking their answers as a guide to
the proposing of new questions, be enabled to make use of
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their mistakes to govern their future errors and impose light
into their minds.

In our lessons for reading let us explain the words and
phrases, propose questions and omit all sorts of ideas upon
the subject Lefore us and while we infuse his mind with
new ideas, let us also make him feel the necessity of reading.

In teaching grammar let us not be satisfied with the
teaching of state definitions and words only, let us also give
ideas, communicate the knowledge of thing, how to reason
upon objects, how to express correct opinions and to modify
false ones. Let us not only speak of substantives or adject-
ives, genders masculine and feminine, or of numbers singu-
lar and plural ; let us imbue them with a knowledge of the
things themselves, how to make a distinction of them, how
to discuver their nature, property and use.

In anthmetic let us not remain satisfied with inculcating
interminable operations upon any given numbers; let us
constuntly make usual and familiar applications of the same,
let us caleunlate, weigh, measure every thing that stands
present to our sight whether in the class, the yard, or the
garden ; one such lesson in the open air will prove sufficient
to inspire the scholars with a week’s ardor both before and
after it is received.

Geography is the knowledge of the earth and we inva-
riably teach it between four walls, let us give the first no-
tions of it at all events in presence of the objects which
fuorm the subject of our discourse: to be understood by
children, but particularly to interest them, let us begin by
speaking to them of the geography of the school and of the
:i‘i}lllz;)ge before we entertain them with that of Persia or

ibet.

Catechism on Mcthods of Teaching.

TRANSLATED FROM DIESTERWEG’S ¢ ALMANAC,” (Jahrbuch,) ¥or
1855 axp 1856,

BY DR. HERMANN WIMMER.

(Continued from our last.)

VI1II. Geograpriiy. By ADRENRODE..

12. When has the synchronistical method its right pluce ?

Synchrowmsm is not suntable for beginners. It requires an advanced
standing, 1o viow the coutents of entire periods of the development
of nations, and understandingly to pursue the gradual progress init.
To whoever is not able to survey that progress in its degrees, and,
when arrived at a remarkaoly high point, to bring afterward the
different conditions of other “nations to view, interweaving them
with the former picture, and thus to compose a totality of those
intermixed developments, to him a synchronistical treatinent of
history temaius sterile. Therefure, scarcely even the pupils of the
first class, in our higher seminaries of learning, can be considered
as sufficiently prepared for it.

13. Who has recommended the biographical method ?

It may be saud the entire modern school has unammously recog-
nized it as the best and most suitable for beginuers. For this grade,
nearly all modern methodic histories contaiu only such material as
18 fit for biographical instruction. In higher schools, a biographical
course has been arranged in the lowest classes, and approved
everywhere by the authoritics.

14. Who has recommended the regressive method ?

Dr. Kapp, in his general work, ¢ Scientific schoul instruction as
a whole,” (der wissenschaftliche Schulunterricht als ein Ganzes,)
Hamm, 1834, 1s one of the first.  Dr. Jacobi has recommended it,
especially for the history of the native country, « Qutlines of 2 new
rlnelhud, &e.,” (Grundzuge einer neuen methode, elc.,) Nurnberg,

9.

15. What s the origin of the chronological method ?

From time immemor.al scarcely ahy other method has been used
in Germany than this; now joining svachronism, now following the
et hmographical principle. Until this hour 1t prevails in the majority
of schools, of classical histories, and of text-books on history. It has
been modified by many competent historians and teachers, for the

various purposes of clementary, burgher, and real rchools, and
gf'mnasiu. Some introduce it by mythology, others by a biogra-
phical course. Some give the first place to ancient history, others
to national hustory ; others, agam, atteinpt to swit the various wauts,
by a particwar partition of the material, by all sorts of principles of
treatment, by accommodation to the ditferent stages of lite, or by
rasng certam historical pictures, (characterbilder,) above the
general course of history.

16. ko has tried to introduce the grouping method ?

Stichl, (now privy-counsellor,) has propesed, i a little book,
« Instruction in the history of our country in the elementary schools,”
(Der vaterlindische Geschichtsunterricht in unsern Elementars-
chulen,) Coblenz, 1812, to promote mstruction 1n the | story of the
fatherland by a vivid transfer mto the mudst of natwnal life, by
historical facts grouped avuud a national calendar, with the exclu-
ston of systematic chronolugy, and by presenting the cohaent
material well-wrought together in one mould § besudes, making the
whole more fruitful!i;y communicatiug important patriotic decuments
and like best patriotic songs.

In a different way, Dr. Haupt, in the preface to his ¢« History of
the World, on Pestalozz’s principles,” (Weltgeschichte nach Pes-
talozz1’s Grundsatzen, etc.,) Hildburghausen, 1811, recommends a
groupsg of the eutire hustory after certain caicgonies of the mateial,
(home, soctety, state, nauon, rehigion, scienee, and art,) in each of
which the suttable material of all tune is comparatively placed
beside each other.

17. What are the most yecent iendencies concerning historical
instruction?

Oun the one hand, 1t 13 recommended to interweave classical
sentences and good hisiorical poems, in order to vivify historical
mstruction by dramatizin 211, and so smpress better the chief epochs,
espectally of natural history, by stoiy and song. On the other hand,
for the sake of concentration, various cumbinations witl geography,
natura! hnowledge and religion, and eveun with the hymn book, are
tecornmended.  An endeavor has also been made, to simplify the
material for common wants, by cutting off the less fertile portions,

articularly of national history, and to compensate for this by enter-
g deeper into some chief cfmm(:lers and events. This has fixed
attention more and more on historical characterbidder, which are
now in various works, ai the teacher’s command, to be used chiefly
fur a guod Chnstian and national education. Particularly, it is
endeavored to view more closely the civilization of nativns, espe-
cially of one’s own ; to give mere Christian and dogmatic matter ;
to introduce the youth rather more into the historical development
of the soctal ordérs and classes than into the history of the worki;
and to find one’s own account in the execution. For each of these
tendencics, respectable voices have been heard.

18. MWhat is to be thought of these tendencies ?

It is a pedagogical mistake to do too many things at once. The
teacher of lustory must abstain from teaching at the same time
catechism and natural sciences ; they do not belong to history.
Further, the hymn book cau not be considered as a suitable guide
for instiuction 1 national history, to say unothing of the obscure
ongin of many songs wu it. To wterweave many sayings of a
celebiated man, even to make it sometimes the centre of the nar-
ration, may be quite sutable. It may be very cffective to celebrate
a great hero or event of history, besudes elevating and improving
desei.gtion by a good song also.  Baty inore important is it to sim-
plity, aud to enter deeply iuto the chief points, and therewith to
nounsh earnestly a patsotic aud religious sense,—which may, no
doubt, be much aided by good national ¢ characterbilder.” A
promineut regard for the orders of society is not only difficult but
even not without danger.  To have better care than hitherto of the
progress of ewvilization, aud to avaid subjective teudencies, parii-
cularly i modern listory, will be approved by all scusible persons.

19. How far 18 geography to be cared for wn teaching lustory?

Up to the present tune, all attempts to combine, afier a defimte
})]an, all histonical with all geograplical instruction, have nearly
ailed. The common way in which it is done now, is either to
prermuse to the history of the varivus natons aud states the reluted
geogiaphical matter, oroccasiwnally to sert it in fragments. In
this way, of course, geography has not its degree; because for
many geographical objects there aie no points of reference and
conuection.  Further, it would be necessary to eaplan at every
time only the corresponding geography of that period, so thata
companson with the ,-,'cograp’r\y of the present ume would be needed,
—a necessity that has always great dafficulties for young people.
The plan by which certain geographical sections alternate with
historical ones, (the former analytically, the latter chronolumically,)
no ono would consider as a praiseworthy combisatton. In what-
ever way 1t is done, it is indispensable to make the geographical
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field of history as clear as possible. Instruction in history can
neitlier bo tied to « specific plan of teaching geography, nor can
it aim at an appropriate and complete finishing of the laiter. The
same is true vice versa.

20. What is the valuc of hislorical puctry in teaching lustory ?

So far as historical poetry keeps withiia the sanctuary of truth, 1ts
atistical glorification of characters and deeds is unquestionably of
high value, and the appropriate use of it can not be too much
recommended. But, as soon as it leaves truth, and 1dealizes, poeti-
cally, the historical persons and thesr exploits, it 18 no longer of
imlporlanco for instruction, even if the poems be of great paetical
value.

21. Why are the historical dates so valuable ?

It may be asserted, without hesitation, that, without fixing the
dates, instruction and a ready knowledge of history is impossible.
As long as the pupil is not yet conscious of the distinction of ttme
in its practical worth, the general outhines of the historical event
may be suflicient ; but, as soon as that consciousness is awake, the
event and person must be connected with the date, in order that
the former may be better remembered, better understood in its
position of timo, and better distinguished from related phenomena.
ihe dates are the most simple monitors of memory, aud can never
be entirely omitted, though they ought 1o be limited for children,
and sometimes to be made round numbers, for the sake of memory.
They help to regulate the material in the easiest way, and join the
natural development of events ; nay, a sensible arrangement of them
often aids the understanding ‘of related events better than long
exgositions could do.

Q2. What is the didaclic value of good Ristorical pictures,
and tables?

In teaching, very much depends on making history ntuttive and
lively. It is, therefore, desirablo to aid the oral address by appro-
priate means. Such as historical pictures and tableaux, since they
represent often the historical action more clearly in one moment
than the most copious description by words. Of course, they must
be tiwe and of artistical worth, Historical maps aid best the per-
ception of the geographical extent of a historical transaction, and
often afford the most natural representation of its results upon the
position of nations and states to one ancther on the globe. ~Tables
facilitate both a short review of the chief events n chronoloucal
and synchronistical order, and a firmer impression on the memuory,
by bringing to view the rise, fusion, separation, and falling of na-
tions, etc. Also they can best represent, in side columns, the
different movements of development at the same time in state,
church, science, and ast.

23. In what respects does private reading further historical
knowledge ?

Since 1t is impossible to treat in school every thing desirable for
youth, it is very important that appropriate reading in pnivate should
assist to complete the historical knowledge. It is indispensable
for a inore detailed familiarity with the chief characters and events
of the wo:id of the country. "Fortunately, the desire to read history
is as naturc! as it is common among youth ; and, even 10 a more
advanced age, there is no better occupation, in leisure time, than
historical reading.

maps

'The Monetary Crisis.

The English Journal of Education, alluding to the present
monetary crisis, suggests the following important consideration n
connection therewith :—

¢ Is the present system of home-training calculated to prepare
our young people for the real, practical lite that lies before them?
If children are not taught when young to dress, and wait upon
themselves ; 10 use the needle for useful ﬁurposcs; to be neat and
orderly, not only in their own little affairs, but in all that concerns
the general comfort of the household, it will benc easy matter to
form such habits afterwards. This difficulty is increased if daughiers
are sent early from home to beeducated. The conscientious teacher
knows that it is the intellectual and moral training of the young
lady to which she is expected to attend ; and that the progress made
in 1mportant studies and elegant accomplshments, and in the form-
ation of ladylike manners and an ammble disposition, will be care-
fully watched by the anxious parents. But the teacher knows full
well, that in the majority of cases, it would give great offence both
to parents and children, “were she to attempt practically to instruct
them in those lighter domestic duties, on the performance of which
50 much of the 3|ap iness and brightness of home depends. It is
quite as much as she can venture upon to ask a youn%l lady to
group a few flowers—she must know well the character of her pupil

before she can request her to dust the vwases in'which they are to
be arranged. But there are sensible mothers who ate constantly
striviig to combat the natural tendency of young people to love ease
and pleasuro i preference to useful occupation, and an impsoving
course of study.” All honor be to them who thus labor, and may
that labor be crowned with the Divine blessing.

LITERATURE.

PORBTRTY.

THE CAPTIVE GIRL.
(From the French of André Chénier, by 3. McGrigor Allan.)

v Léps naussant manit, de la faux respecté.??

% The corn may grow until in ear,
The grape all summer without fear
Of winc-press drinks the dawn;
While |, in youth and beauty’s bloom,
Though present days are full of gloom,
Would still extend my span.

# Let Stoics dry-tsed welcome death ;

Weeping, 1 hope ; to the rude breath
1 bow, and it is past. .

If life hath sorrows, it hath joys—

Where is the sweet that never cloys ?
The sea not tempest-tossed ?

My bosom, held in Fancy’s chain,

Rude prison wall may frown in vain,
Hope lends 10 me her wing 3

'Scap’d from the fowler’s net away,

The nightingale to realms of day
Motre cheerfully doth spring.

¢ And shall I die 7—who tranquil sleep—
Who no painful vigils keep—

To no remorse & prey ;
‘Whose welcome makes my comrades glad,
Who can impart to faces sad

Of happiness a ray.

“ Life's end is surely far away—
A pilgrim in my first essay,
Itg casliest steps bot traced ;
And at the feast, an unfledged guest,
My eager lips have barely jiessed
The cup I long to taste.

¢ 1Tig but my spring—Ilet autumn come~
In all my seasons let me bloom,
Ere like the sun I set;
The garden’s pride, o briliiant flower,
1 have but known my dawning hour.,
I would my day complete.

¢ 0, Death, delay—oh take thy flight

To heavy hearts which shame affright,
And pale despair devour ;

For me gone 0ases remain-— .

Love's kisses—music’s sweet refrain—

Ere yet my dying bour.’

Thus sad and captive does my lyre

Awake the chords these griefs inspire—
The Captive Girl's sad prayer;

My own sad days seem not 50 long

While rendering in the words of song
‘The plaint of one so fair.

Go, then, sweet proofs, from prison go—

‘Wake in some breast & wish to know
‘Who was the beauteous maid,

Who, fair and eloquent, could tell

The throbs which captive hosoms swell—
-Of early-death—the dread. .
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The electric telegraph.

From the eatliest times, men have known how to communicate
with those hiving at a distance, especially in times of argency. by
means of the fire-signal. When, however, from hill to hill, over a
whole landscape the beacon flames arose, these signals could com-
municate no very defimte iuformation. It could only be learned
that some great event had occurred. Vastly more uselul, therefore,
were the telegraphs, which most of us may have seen, and which
by varying the positions of their arms represented lotters, syllables,
and whole words, and so rendered a regular conversation possible
between individuals separated by a hostile army, or other insur-
montable obstruction, Still the language, which these telegraphs
exchanged with one another from one tower, or steeple, to another,
before the eyes of theenemy, or thousands of the curious, depended
upon an agrecment between those, whe had to converse by these
meauns ; to them alone was it intelligible. Others, who lacked the
key, could only guess at the moaning ot the quickly changing po-
sitlons of the machine.

These common telegraphs came first into use in Spain and Fran-
ce. The first telegraphic post was made (by M. ghappe,) from
Paris to Lille, a distance of 30 miles, and consisted of 12 telegraphs.
The erection of this line of telegraphs was soon followed by many
others, in and out of France., 1ihe advantage which they afforded
for the speedy transmission of intelligence was unquestionable.
The cenquest of Quesnay was by this means made known in an
hour’s time in Pans. By the present, greatly improved construc-
tion of the telegraph, only half that time would be required to con-
vey intelligeuce over the same distance. At night telegraphic
communications are made by illuminating the apparatus, or by a
preconcerted disposition of lights. It is apparent, however, how
often the state of the weather must interrupt such operations, and
how easily a blunder at one of the stations, migbt occasion mistake.

Of a quute different character are the telegraphs, of wh.ch we
now propose to speak, By their n.eans ii . apparently impossible
lias been made easy. Two persons, living filty, or indeed hundreds
of miles apart, may now communicate their thoughts in words, not,
as m th case of the ordinary telegraph, in the space of an hour, or
a half hear, but instantly, as if they were seated at the same table.
And could a connection gy copper wire be esiablished between St.
Petersburg and Pekin, and the luss of power, which the electnc
fluid would sustain in such a space, be avoided, then might a per-
son in the capital of Chuna receive intelligence from Russia n 1}
sec., and even the man in the moon, if our electric fluid could be
carried hither, would hear from the earth in the space of a second,
for the transmission of thought by the method is swifter than light.
The electric fluid travels in this way about 286,000 miles in a se-
cond, a ray of light only 192,000 miles. But in addition to :ais all-
surpassing speed, such a mode of communication has quite other
advantages over the ordinary tolegraph. That which ist .e com-
manicated to a distant point, is not seen by thousands of eyes, but
only at the destined place dves it make itsell known. The course
which the word, thus expressed, takes in the invisible form of an
electric discharge, is hidden under the earth, or inclosee in the me-
tal of the wire, passing high over the roofs of cities, But when it
reaches its goal it announces itself, not only to the eye by the com-
mon telegraphic sign, but also to the ear. He, with whom another
communicates in the still, midnight hour, sits perhaps sunk in
thought at his desk, or has fallen asleep—the sound of a little bell
arouses him ; he listens, the sounds now of a lower, then of a higher,
toned bell are repeated, the number of bell strokes, and the diffe-
rence of the sounds have meaning ; first a deep sound, then quickly
succeeding, a higher, and then again a low note, represent an A;
a low note succeeded by two higﬁ notes and again a low note sig-
nifies B; a low note, followed by no higi note, and a high note f(h-
lowed by no low note signify, the first E, the last J ; three low no-
tes, following one upon the other, stand for D. Thus, by the num-
ber and variety of sounds, every letter of the alphabet isexpressed.
Between the letters occurs a short pause, between the words the
interval 1s longer. Thus rapidly, asan intelligent child may make
out words by spelling, does it become possible by practice to un-
derstand the language of bells.

But suppose that the person to whom the distant intelligence
comes, is not awakened by the first stroke of the bell, and has lost
the first part, or the whole even, of what is thus communicated.
Still the loss is not irreparable.  He finds, upon approaching tue
table, at which his magical telegraph is arranged, that everyﬁning,
which he had failed to%ear, is get down there in visible characters.
He finds a letter, wrltten not indeed in ordinary characters, but in
points, the pecul.ar position of which, (come. -nding to the diffe-
rent notes of the bell,) and their combination represent alphabetical

signe, marked, like the sounds, with regularly ovcursing intervals
batween the letters and the words,

It 18 hardly necessary to remark that this mode of communica-
tion 18 1n a much greater degree than the ordwiary telegraph, inde-
peadent of the state of the weather,  There s indeed yet more in
the power of the mdividual who thus communicates his thoughts,
By different wires, connections may be formed with various points,
ol}wiuch onc may be only 2 miles, anuther 5, a thind 8 milesdistant
towards the east, and still others may lie towards the south, or the
west. A commuiication may be made to one living 5 mules to the
eastward, which concerus neither those at 2 or 8 miles distauce,
nor those at the south or west. It is only necessary to keep up the
connection with the desired puint, while the connection is suspended
with all the other poiuts, avd the design is accorplished ; just
as an indwvidual may persounally visit another friend in his cham-
aer, and hold witt him there a confidential cunversation, of which
noone else, far u: near, has any knowledge, so may he, who speaks
tnrough the electric curient, direct 3 speech to an individual §
miles off, and at all other points connected with the station nota
bell shall sound, or a mark be made on the paper.

It will be asked, how und where such a many-sided contrivance
has been arrangzed ? It hias been completely achieved by C. 4. v.
Steinheil, in Munich, whose mgenious telegraphic apparatus has
comfinanded the admiration of friends and stranger.. The means,
by whicn the telegraph is set at work, and kept going, is very
simple, but at the samne time extraordinanly powerful. It is based
entirely upon the diversion of a magnetic needle or rod from the
direction which it takes from the magaetism of the earth, by beirg
subjected to the influence of the electro-maguetic activn of a coil of
copper wite. ‘The movement vanies accordung to_tha direction in
which the current passes, inthe one case the motio.. 18 from ieft to
right, 1t the otherfrom nght to left ; and this motion is quicker and
stronger, the more powerful the carrent.  'When the current from
the point where 1ts discharge ternunates, has run through a longer
or shorter space, 1t sets the ends of the littie magnetic rod oscillat-
ing quickly and powerfully towarus . e or the other direction, and
the ends o the magnet strike on litule bells of glass or metal, and
thus produce a perceptible sound, and motion is also given to a
hittle vessel, filled with ink, and terminating in a little tube-shaped
beak. Through the attraction of the sides of this httle tube asmall
diop of the coloured fluid, or ink, presses contin.ally toward the
mouth of the tube. A stup of paper, ruled with lines to distinguish
the higher and lower tones, is attached to the a;}paralus, and by
raeans of clock work, in constant motion, rolled off one cylinderand
on to another, the paper coming in contact with the notion of the
httle marking instrument, fastened at the end of the magnetu rod,
n such a way that the rod, whose moving end projects beyond the
rim of the apparatus, makes a black mark upon_the paper, accord-
ing tothe direction and place of the motion, now higherand now lower,

pon the same principles in genetal are the telegraphs constructed
ed which connect London with Windsor aud Southampton, render-
ing instamtaneous communication between those places possible.
In order to send a cuirent from one place to another, one wire on!
is necessary, if the wire be connected with the ground at its termi-
nations. Along a line of railroad, the iron rails may be used ins-
tead of the grouud, For the current, which passes along the wire,
will return by the ground or iron rails, which are good conductors,

In such phenomena as the motion of the electric fluid and of
hight, which the miuud of man has taken into his service and learned
to use at will, we have a type of the difference between the action
of the mind and the body. %Iectricity and Light, although possess-
ing power to penetrate space to an extent almost immeasurable, are
mdeed both matenal agents,and yet, distance and time are almost
anmbilated by them ; the connection they establish, although by
the material means of a metallic conductor, is miraculously direct
and intimate. But what must that uniting attraction of souls be,
which requires no corporeal medium, but darts instantaneously
through an ail-uniting spiritaal element from one disembodied spirit
to another! Even now the director of an electric telegraph, al-
though cor.ined by the burthen ofa body to a certain spot, i» able
at pleasure 10 converse with a distant friend, and be present with
him in thought and will. What will not be possible whenthis con-
finement to the conditions of our planet shall {al) away !--Manual
of Science, Schubert.

The Moon and its Light.

The consideration of the warming propesty of the sun’s light leads
us to that of the non-warming quahity of that Juminary which, next
to the sun, is the most important to our planet. Along with the
apparent revolutions of the sun, the course and place of the moon
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afford the inhabitants of the earth the means of dividing and deter-
mining time. The long enduring datkness of the polar voue, in
winter, is, in some degree, alleviated by the steady shining of the
moon ; and with us also, and even inthe most highly favoured cli-
mate of the warmer zones, the inild hght of the moon gives to the
wight a special charm.  In those Tands, whose skies, almost always
clear, ate much more transparent than owms, the moenhight is so
bright that we may read by nt withont difficulty. Yet it is calcui-
ated, and, by direct admeusurement of the strength of the Jight, as-
certained, that the light of the moon is 800,000 times weaher than
that of the sun. The light of the moon is only the reflection of the
sun’s light, which must centainly find upon the moon’s smfice a
substance highly capable of reflection, for the momn?s liwht is like
the brightiess of a snowy mountam-top, or glacier <een from a dis-
tance.

1f the surfuce of the moon were of a whitish stone simitar to our
fimestone, une would think that we here on the emth must feel
something of the heat of the sun’s reflected light.  But the moon-
light communicates no pereeptible heat to the canh, and even a
thermometer, placed in the focus of the most powerfol burning ghass
or reflecting murror, shows no meacurable increase of heat.” Oue
might, mdeed, almost be inclined to attach weight to centain, a~
yetindeed only isalated observations of Lichtenbery's, aud cguader
the moon a cold-diffusing body. When this celebrated philosopher
observed with special mtention the average temperature of those
days on which our eanth in the path of its orbit occupred the exaet
place where the moon had bLeen a few hours before, he found that
once (in June) it was a time of unusual colld, and another time, in
autumn, that the weather was very stommy. Neventheless, since
the use of such instruments for the measunng of heat as have been
describad in the chapter on the imporntance of Yieat tomagnetism amd
electricity, it has been ascerained thiat the {ight of the moon is not
wholly without the power of praducing heat.

The light of the muon, as well as that of the sun, may be sepa-
rated in 2 simi.ar way into the colours of the rainbew, although the
To.ours are a great deal weaker 3 the pale, scarcely distinguishable
red and the violet of he lunar mubow and of the spectrum, cust by
the pnism, are as little capable of chemical influence, as of produ-
cing heat.

The whole character of the moon, so far us the telescope brings
us acquainted with it, gives us no great idea cither of its heat or of
its power to communicate the :ame.  On our catth, water dischar-
gos the beneficent office of cqualizing the extremes of temperature s
the warmer currents flowing towurds the northern hemisphere from
the south and southwest, and au the north, frem the nonth and north-
west, carry a portion of their heat to regions remote from the equator g
and at the same time the heat of the tropics is modemted by the
currents of cool air from the colder zones. What auseful covering our
atmosphere forms for our planet. <o that it does not lose by raniation
the heat recerved from the sun, is seen fiom the cold, prevaling at
those heights where the air is rare, and by the cold of those nights
in the winter au i early spring when the sky is clondless, and no
watm ir-current from the south prevents the tempenture’s alimg.
Tu enumerating the advantages wiich our fur eanth haus over the
mooil, if we wish to go any furthes, we may note the no mconsuder-
able fact, that, with the exception of the polar zones, in all clima-
tes, in the short space of 24 liours, the sunrises and scts once, once
midnight alteruates with midday, and the ishabitmts of the tem-
perate zones, the most numerons among the denizens of the cash,
and the most vigorous in budy and mind, experience every yearthe
wholesome influcnce of the changes of the seasans.

What a quite different Jot, in these respects, is appointed to the
comnpanion of our earth, the maoon!  There, there is ueither sea nor
wind, 110 moraing nor evening red, but acconling to our easure of
tune, every month hasa summer of 1 days, when the sun, mount-
ing to tiie zenith of the equator, ar descending to the lower position
at the polar regions, naitlier nse nor sets once, and thea follows
Just as long as a winter night. . Were there upon the moon an ocean
or 2 sea of the size ol one of our iniand seas, it would have been
distinguished by the telescope, but though ast has muhiplied the
power of our visiun a thonsand fold, nothing mects the eye in the
tnoon but a mass of Leights and depths, meuntains nsing Iugh above
the incasare of our Alpsand Cordilleras, and abysa! cavities, so
broad and deep that a Mount Blane or Chimborisso would handly
sutlice to fill them.  Not only js theie no sea, not a idrop of water
exisls annthe wmoon.  If a single stream flowed there, or if sprngs
aushed from the declivities of mouniains, as with us, then here amld
there those fearful caverds would have been filled 5 water, if it ex~
isted there, or even the snow, would have risen in vapour under the
influcnce of the sun, and formed an atmosphere tound the moon,
which, although it originated on the other side of the moon, would

immediately, by the law of gravity, be diffused over all pattsof the
surface of the moon.  Such an atmosphere would be visible 10 us
through the teleseope, not only by its changes ariving from chunges
of temperature, but also by other censequences of the 1efraction of
lizht ; were thete any kind of atmosphere, hke oars, thete would
be at least a brief twilight 5 but the latest obsenvauons have disco-
vered nothing of the kind.” The idea of a very rare atmosphere
atound the moon, lacks confinmation. The peor moon, m a higher
degree almost, than anountain 8 or 9 miles high on the carth woald
Ly Is eaposed without protection to the sun’s 1ays dunng s long
day, and to the escape of the heat during its equally loni night.

The heavens as seen from the moon are of conrse clear enongh,
never overcast by cloud or mist, no storms rage there, but one Jay
is like another—anmd what piofuind silence reigns there on that
little neighbouring workl !

Ave indeed, a stillness like that of the grave, the deep, unbroken
stillness of nature.  There no bird sings, no flute, nor organ nor
ZEolian harp sonnds; air is wanting for music as for breathing.
When in ascending a lofly mountim, or 1o mounting in a balloon,
we reach a region, in which there is still air, but very much rare-
fied, the strongest tone of the human vorce sounds hke a fant,
muflled noise ; even the discharge of & mushet s inawdible at the
distance of a few bundred feet.  But where there 1< no atmosphere
whatever, the fall. of a2 mountam could be percerved omty by the
shaking of the sotid around ;5 the corpse, burnied deep in the grave,
wouhd be moie sensible of it than the ereet, living man,  And with
the car, the eye also, and all the senses, were they like ours, wonld
suffer the consequences of the absence of air, for without air there
would be no flame here on the carth, without oxygen gas and its
access 10 the vxydisable meals, or to a combustible element, there
would be no green of the plant or the emerald, no red on the chevck
or o the ruby,no decorative colours of the blossoms or insects, in-
deed, with few exceptions, no coloured stone. 1f water and air were
withdranwn, our earth would have neither animals nor plants, nor
even i particle of mould, in which the seed might genmmate and
uufold 3 the mountains would not indeced ciamble by the acuon of
ar or water, but waked or dry they would, bke a bleached skeleton,
reflect the sunlight.

But we may spare ourselves the vain endeavour of postraying the
maoon i the colours whiich our human understanding furnishes us
with. These colours are like those which we let fall through a
prism upon u heap of baker’s flour.  In the light of these colours
the wholesome flour appears as 2 strange mass of red, yellow, blue
and violet dust, whose conversion into bread woukl be beyond the
scope of our imagination. We lay aside the prism and lo! the
Lrightly coloured dust is nothing but a well known, useful meal.
Our human judgment separates the light of knowledse that falis
within the cirele of its comprehension, into the coloured rays of its
own sensuous experience ; and those colours do as hitle belong 1o
the real nawre oll the objects which we contemplate as the colouring
thrown by the prism on the flonr, Before the investigation of tra-
veliers had disclosed 11, who could have surmised the existence of
that nameasurable fulness of animaleula tejoicing iu life in the icy
masses and the never-melting snow of the pelar region 2 Although
we can conjecture but little, and know with centainty still less ot
the maon, ane thing we kuow that heavenly body, with allthat
ix thereon and therein, is made the care of the same creative power
which everywhere generates motion and vitadaciivity, because it is
itself Life. That there on the white, field of death, as it appears. of
the moon’s surface, transformations and vicissitudes of decay  ad
binth are going on, scems to be the case even from some observa-
tivns of scivace. . But to what purposes and far whom these caver-
nous depths, a0 frightful 10 our eyes, are there, by which the sur-
face of the moon is broken; upon what beings falls the bhinding
brilliancy of the sun, and the pale ash-gzy lixht, that comes from
the huge disk of the carth, standing immovable 1 one place m the
mean’s sky —these things, 0 loug as we are bound 1o this terres-
triai world, we can never know.—Jd.

R e e

OFRFICIAL WNOTICIES.

ERECTION OF SC11007. MUNICIPALITIES.
. Iis Excellency, the Governor Gencral, has heen pleased s lo. To crect
into n separate schuol municipality, the tywnship of Mesy, in the county
of Chicoutimi, as comprised within its present boundaries.
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20. To dismember from St. Norbert d’Arthabasha, school distsict No. 2
of that municipality, and to annex the same to district No. 4 of the school
municipality of Stanfuld in the sae ¢ county, these two districts, forming
the extremities of each of the two parishes of $t. Nurbert and Stautold.

3o, To separate the townships of Aston and Hurton, in the county of
Arthabiaska und 1o ereet them into two sepirate school municipalities,
excluding however thercfrom, that portion of the tvwnship of Aston
furming part of the scheol municipatity of 8t. Pierre Célestin ; both se-
taiuing their respectice limits, with the exception of the abos ¢ mentivned
portion of the said township of Aston.

40. To dismember from the school municipality of St. Jerome No. 1,
and tu sunes the same to the schoul manicipality of St Jerdme No. 4,
the Jands of Clacles Gaie, Thumas Gagoun, Jenn Bapuiste Lacasse,
Joseph Lamoarenx, Michel Forgette, Hyaciuthe Charbonneau, Moise
Genette, Edonard Gougeon, Noibert Touchette, Lévi Paguette, 2. Joscph
Lamourens und Fraugois Desjuedins.

50. To annex to the municipality of PAnge-Gardien, in the county of
Rouviite, for schuol purposes, that portion of the Range Rosalic, in the
parish of St Cesaire, and suw anuexed, fur coclesiastical purposes, to
the said purish of 1’Ange-Gandien, to wit: a certain teact of laud, con-
Laltir g wboat twenty one arpents in frunt by tvo mwiles in depth, situaied
in the East puit of the said Range Rosalic, bouuded as fullow s, to wit. to
the Nurth, by the hne separating the Racge Rosalie from the Itenge
Labarhie, to the East and to the South, by the said j irish of FAnge-
Gardien , to the West par Iy by the hime separating the property of Louis
Dionne frum that of Antome Ménard, and partly by the line separating
the property of David Ménard from that of Alexis Sinsfagon.

NOTICE TO SECRETARY-TREASUREKS OF SCHOOL MUNICIPALITIES.

The attention of Secretary-Treasurers is particularly called to the con-
gus of cluldren of from five to sixteen years of age in’ each school muni-
cipaluy, winch should be made during the month of september, and must
be transuntted to the Office of this Department on or before the teath
day of october next £t the lasest,

‘The wrregalar and defective manner in which the census was made in
1856 and 1857, caused great detay i the publication of the annual report
of the Supenintendent of Education. Secectaey-Treasurers whose reports
shall not_have been trapsmntted within the specified time, or who shall
have made their census negligently sud in a manuer evidently imegular
and incomplete, are hereby noufied that this Deparunent will insist upon
their inmnediate dismiszal from office.

All children of parents residing within the municipality of from fve to
sixtern years of age, must be counted in the census, not ondy as children
in the mumcipality, but alto ns children attending school; but after
having been comprised in the total, they must b2 diuged under the tollow-
g separate beads @ Jo. Those belonging to the wunicipality attending
institutions for Superior Education within the municipality, receiving
Government aud. 20, Those attending independent schools withmn the
municipality. 30. Those attending institutions for Superior Education,
situated ont of the muniapality, recaving Goverament aid.  fo. Those
atteading independent schools out of the mupicipality. Children whose
parents reside without the limits of the municipality, but who attend
school within the municipality, are in no wise to beincluded in the census,

For the purpose of obtaming this information, four columns nve besn
added to tic blank furm of report.  These blanks are uow being distri
huted, and all Sccrctary-Treasurers who may not have reccived them
within cight duys from this date, should apply for them at this Oftice.

By order of the Superintendent,

. Louis Giarp, Sccretary.
Montreat, 1at September 1538,

CATIIOLIC BOARD OF XXAMINERS FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTREAL.

Messrs. Jéréone Isafe Deroae and Olivier Dagenais, have obtained
diplomas authorising them ts teach m model schools.

esses, Fdouand Lécuver, Joreph Cusgrain, Joseph Hubert Paguet,
Charles J. B. Marcotte, l.ouis Hilaire Dupuis, Séverin Pepin, Josep
Beauchemia, Thomas Ricndeau, Romuald Lévi Fortin, Cyrille Lefebvre,
Joseph Lécuyer, Joseph Daqgiret; Messes Philomene Cadicux, Philomeane
Chatbounean, Hearictte Marzon, Philomene Viézina, Alphonsine Boire,
Maric Mathilde Picaed, Genevieve Gitbertdite Comtuis ; Mcsdames Cyrille
Proulx, Marcien Trotticr, Eulalic Plazondon, Michel Martin, Jeau Ger-
¥ais; Misses Philoméue Dairguen, Malvina Scguin, Delphine Tarte, Cé-
li aLeclere, Thersile Dalpé, Maric Louisc Arpin, Julie Arpin, Virginic
Ray, Julienne Laporte, Marceline Paré, Adéline Neloche, Evelina Masye,
Matic Mathilde Morcile, Victoire Limoges, Mathildz Mercier, Célina
Limozes, Pidlonise Lussicr, Césaric Lefclivre, Céling Matbicy, Gene-
viéve Palin, Marie Lyle, Sophic Abraham Coursille, Nose Edouard Heé-
biert, Elizabcth Lemire dite Marzolais, Célina Taillefer, Maric Anne
Lecaulr, Clémence Benoit, Philoméne Christin, Adéline Beaudouin,
isilda leandry, Elizabeth Tellier, Emélic Tessicr, Onésime Bissonnet,
Natinlic Charlcbois, Maric Fontaine ; Messes. John Meafee, Jézome Robil-
1ard, Théopbile Beaurcgard Auguste Heébert and Miss Rosalie Leclere,
have obtained diplutuas nul'lmrismg them to teach in clementary schools.

F. X. VaLios, Secretary.

[yt ——— g —

CATUOLIC BOARD OF EXAMINERS FORR THE DISTRICT OF QUEBRC.

Mr. Loms Michei Amouroun has sbtmsued a dipluma authonising him
to teach in neadenncal schools,

Misses Manie Adelmde Bergeron, Rosalie Matte, Honoria Keuny, Hen-
rictte Bergerun, Judith Farley and Mrs. Adelplie Paré, hnve obtained
diglumas authurising them to teach in elen.entary sclivols,

C. Devacrave, Secretary,

BOARD OF EXAMINENS FUR THE LISTRICT OF THREE-RIVERS.

Miss Marguerite Eutichiane Lavergue bas obtained a diploma autho-
rismig her to teach in model schoola,

Misses Jessie Carpentier, Eunli. Co.sette, Elcona Marin Leonard, Phi-
loscene Lesvard, Léocadie Plante, Eulalic Vallée, Maric Caroline Agnes
Bellefeuille and Agathe Bupin, have obtained diplomas authorising them
10 teach iu clementary schovls,

J. Hesenrt, Secretary.

BOARD OF ENAMINERS FOI THE DISTRICT 0F SHERBROOKE.

Miss Jane Amclic Duak and Mro, Mariz Alger Rodgers, have obtained
dijlomus nuthorsing them o teach in model schouls.

Misses Elten C. Nurd, Candace C. Bauley, Malvina Hitchcook, Cliris-
nine Stone, Helen S. Ryther, Jaue L. B, bolierty, Loaisa M, Cross, Emily
M. Marun, Irenc J. Pierce, Sylvia A, Gldden, Malvina Sawyer, Mana
Sawyer, Margaret Carr, Susan M. Gilbert, Jane Wilford, Harrirt O°Con-
nur, Harriet Jane  Ball, Cathenne Gitl, Ruth Mger, and Mr. George W
Pope, have obta:ned diplomas authunising them to teach in elementary
scliools.

S. .. Huno, Secretary,
DONATIONS TO THE LIBEARY OF Tilf DECARTMENT.

The Superintendent acknowledges with thanks the receipt of the
following donatinns 10 the library of the Depastment:

Frowm the Minister of Publ ¢ Instruction, &c., Paris, France : * Instrue-
tions sur PArchitccture Monastique, by Alb. Lenoir, 2 vols in inedo; »
 Négociations de la France dats le Levant,” by M. Charriére, 3 vols in-
4o, ¢ Mémoires de Claude Haton,” by Mr. Bourquelet, 2 vols in!o;
* Histoire du Ticrs-Etat en Fraud,” by Mr Aug. Thicrry, 3 vols inSo,
Y Priviléges accordés par le Samt-Sicge i la Couronne de France,™ vy
Mr. ‘fardif, 1 vol in~to; * i'Eclaircisement de la Langue Frangoyze de
Maistre Jchan Palsgrave,” Iy M. Géui:, 1 vol in-40; * Lettres et Papicrs
d'Etat du Cardival de Riekiclien,” by Alz, Avendl, 2 voldin-do; * Icono-
graphic Chréticnne,” par My Didron, 1 vol in-10; * Correspondance
adainistrative sous Lotis XIV," by G. I3 Depping, 4 v 1s in-to.

From Mr. J DB. Rollaud, stationer, Montreal : ¥ Le Drapean de Ca-
rillon,” words by M. Qutave Crémazie, music by Mr. Chs. W, Sabaticer;
# L'Alouctle,” words and music by same anthors; ¥ Nouvelle Arithmé-
tique,” 1 vol in-180.

From Revd. Mr. Rois, Curé of Maskinongé : 1 Engraving representing
the College of Nicolet.

From A. de Lusiguan, Esq, of the Department of Education: % Le
Reman de Brut, 1 1ol in-So.

LIBRARY OF TUE DRFARTMENT OF EDUCATION,

All rersons having bhooks a their possesson, ndunging to this librars,
will please return them ot as carly a date as pussible 1t being iniended
to prepate a detailed and claesificd catalogue, the Library will be ¢losed
until it is completed,

J. LExoir,
Librarian,
SITUATIONS AS TRACHERS WANTED.

Mr. Charles Jumes Powell, of Paris, France, holding the diploma of
Bechelier cs-leltres, and several other certificates of aptitude, will under-
take to teach Freneh, Roglish, latin, drawing, landscape and lincar
drawing. Nr. Powell will obtain a diploma_penmitting him 10 teach in
Lower Canadu, at the next mceting of the Board of Examisers in

1 | s=ptenber next.

Mr. Jebn MoManzs, proviied with a diploma fur clementary schodls,
is desirous of obizimng a sduntion as icaker in a school of 1hat class.
Addeess: Mr John Meanus, tacker, ilemmingford.

JOUNRAL OF EDUCATION.

MONTREAL, (ZOWE™ CANADA) AUGUST, 1858.

Supcrannuated Teachers Pensieon Fund.
The attention of school teachers is particularly directed
to the notice published in our Just number, relative to the
pension fund, which we republish in this issue.



124

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION

At the request of the Teachers® Association in connexion
with the Laval Normal School, the Government has been
pleased to prolong the delay granted for inscription in the
Register of the pension fund, until the first day of January
next, subject however to the condition of paymng the pre-
mium for the two years, 1857 and 1858; as otherwise an
act of great injustice would be done to those teachers
who have strictly conformed to the regulations originally
made and approved. It will still be optional for the teachers
either topay the premium for the other years previously pass-
ed in teaching, at the time oftheir inscription or of having the
amount deducted from the first year’s pension to become
payable to them. We take this opportunity of correcting
an error which seems to be gaining ground among teachers;
this is, that, because pensions are paid to superannuated
teachers who retired from teaching before the institution
of the fund and the passing of the regulations, they can
likewise retire from teaching and obtain 2 pension without
having previously subscribed their names as contributors to
the pension fund. Many applications of this kind have been
made, and necessarily rejected ; for it can easily be con-
ceived, that if such demands were received, no person would
subscribe tothe fund. Itisabsolutely requisite that the pre-
mium should have been paid by the teachers previousto
retirement ; and the exception in fiuvor of old and retired
$gechers was only made, because it was naturally impossible
for them to subscribe to the fund previous to its existence.

All teachers whose names are inscribed on the Register
and whose premium for the present year shall not have
been paid before the first of January next, will be struck off
the list and the amount of premium paid by them for 1857
will be confiscated. Tecachers will do well to bear this in
mind.

‘We publish in this number a statement of pensions granted
for the year 1858. These do not reach the maximum ori-
ginally intended, because the Government grant, the pre-
miums subscribed and the interest, united, wonld not permit
of the granting a larger sum that the one distributed.

Report of the Chief Superintendent of Public
Instruction for Lower Canada for 1856,

{ Continued from our lasl.)

Mr. Inspector Lanctot lhas heen catrusted (and be is not
the ouly one,) with the supervision of a district far too
extensive to admit of his devoling as much of his time and
attention to its superintendance, (as he himself states.) he
considers desirable and necessary. His district of inspection
comprises the counties of Laprairic, Napicrville and Beau-
harnois, together with portions of those of St. Jean and
Iberville. Accordiug to the last census (in 1551,) the popu-
lation of this district counted 55780 souls, and the extent of
conceded lands amounted to 470,523 acres. Mr. Lanctot
points out several important changes that have taken place
within his district, especially the improvement 1n the con-
dition of the school tecachers from the gradual risc of their
sularies. We subjoin a few of his remarks on the subject s

Out of the 154 male and female teachers, within my district of
Inspection, theie is not one male teacher who had not received,

previous to his engagement, a diploma, or ceitificate of capacity
from a Board of Examiners, aund the female teachers generally
speaking, have passed their examination before me. None of these
151 teachers therefore can be considered ncompetent, although ia
some locatities a little indulgence was required. But tus necessary
indulgence will disappear as the pecuniary resources ot the Com-
missioners will admit of it, and this cannot be far distant if the
liberality of the Legislature be continued.

One fact I particularly wish to bring under your nolice, masmuch
3:5, it proves most incontestably, the ‘progress of cducation in tus

1strict. ‘

Out of the twenty municipalities of which I have the inspection,
fiftcen have this year model schools, and two, acadermes; thus
makiug seventeen superior schools within these twenty municipa-
Ities.  With respect to the three others, one, St. Stawslas, 1s yet
a new settlement, and has only one elementary school, the two
others will, [ trust, nest year open a superior primary school.

1 must however remark that St. Rémi, one of the three parishes
sefersed 10, is very backward 5 St. Rémn, the most prosperous among
all the neighbourmg municipalitivs and conspicuous for the general
intelligence of its professivnal and commercial commumty, the
center of 2 thickly poputous district, at a shart distance from the
American frontier, has, inats village but one very ordinary elemen-
tary school attended by more than one hundred and twenty chuldren,

The following salarfes are paid to the teachers in these schools.
At Laprusrie the teacher receives £115 besules £45 paid to an
assistant ; at St. Cyprien £150 there are two female assistaut tea-
chers 3 at Chateauguay £60; ut St Michel Archange £605 at St.
Edouard £95; at St. Jacques le Mineur £100; at St. Isidore £55;
a female teacher also receives £40; at St. Lotis de Gonzague the
teacher receives £100 aud the Commissioners pay besides £35 1o a
female teacher 3, the teacher at Ste. Marntine receives £100, and so
with the others in the same propostion.  These salanes st is true,
are not sufficiently remunerative for the services rendered by the
greater number of the  teachers, but when we consider the low sa-
laries miven only a few years since, caused by prejudice and ami-
pathy to the working of the school laws, we have most certainly
every reason to congratulate ourselves on the happy change which
has taken place and to hepe that a full and complete success, in
the cause of Education is not far distant.

With respect to the cducation given in model and superior
schools, it is true, that generally speaking, it is not so developed as
atought 10 be, und which, without doubt, will shortly be the case.
The cause of this is that the children do not remain at these schools
a sufficient length of time ; and that the parents who do 10t as yet
appreciate the advantages of a superior education, will not deprive
themselves of the services of their ohildren.  This I belicve to be
the greatest drawback, one which, must in the meantime be met
with untiring perseverance. It must however be remurked that
some of these nstitutions are well attended and exhibit a program
of studies as complete as can reasonably be expected. At 1¢ head
of these institutions I must place the school cstablished in the
village of Beauharnois. Itis couducted Ly the Sisters of the order
of « Jesus Maric®? which, although of recent date has already ren-
dered inestimable ecrvice to the cause of cducation. Nothmg can
exceed the order, neatness and the interior arrangements of this
catablislument.

Beavhamois, besides, supports an academy for the education of
boys, and it is without any exception, the municipality which has,
within my knowledge, contributed the tnost towards the justherance
of stpenor education.

St. Thimothée, its neighbeur however nobly endeaveurs to vival
Beavharnois. This p:ui;ﬁx has alw two cstablishments {or supenior
cducation ; the same zeal is exlubited by the ladics of the convent,
and the same sacrifices of timeand trouble by the Rev. M. Archam-
bault in establishing these two institutions, the bulldings belongang
to which, could not have cost less than £2000. The malcl schoal
for boys 1s in pood working order_but the girls school sutfess a littlc
from its proximity to Beavhamois as also from the geographical
position of the two villages.

After_these establishments 1T must point out the scademy at
Laprairie conducted by two teachers, the able Mr. O’Regan being
the princival. An cacellent commercial cducation s equired at
this school ; the French and Enghsh languages are tavzhi, as also
amony other brauches of study, mental anthmetic, beok-keeping,
the clements of mathemnatics and astronomy, hinear drawing, and
mzpping, &c. In this echool several pupils were educaled who,
thanks 1o the zcal and talents of Mr. O’Regan now occupy lomi-
nent positions, in_commercial affairs and also in public offices.

1 should also include in this list, the Model School at St. Cons~
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tant. The progress made by the pupls durmng the past year,
deserves this honorable mention. .

A marked improvement 1s also very evident in the qualifications
of the male and female teachers m ¢lementary schools ; the esta-
Lishment of model schools 1 the different villages, has had the
eflect of greatly mereasing the number of female teachers ; but, for
elementary schools, if there be any ditference mthe qualifications of
male or female teachers, I thank the latter have 1he advantage. A
competent femnale teachier can always be engaged at a salary of
from £30 10 £33 ; whereas, it is difficult to obtain the services of a
male teacher for the same rate.

Our schools are now provided with maps, and [ particularly
tusist upon the teaching of zeography in all of them. o

‘To wive you an exact idea of the progress made m this district of
mspection durmg the last twelve months, [ submit the followiug
statement, to prove the correctness of my assertion.
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Mr. Maurault’s district of Inspection is in many respects,
of a totally different character, from the one entrusted to
Mr. Lanctot. He has charge of that portion of the district
of Three-Rivers situated sonth of the $t. Lawr~nce, with
the exception of some of the new establishments confided
to Mr. Bourgeois. It is one of those parts of the country
where the assessment as cstablished by Law, and in fact
all legislation for the advancement of public instruction
met with the most decided opposition.  His remarks on the
present change, and the mpid and continued progress in
education, which is new operating within his district, con-
firmed by all the returns and reports transmitted to the
department, will therefore prove doubly interesting to our
readers.  He says that:

All the different parishes of any importance, tival each other in
their zeal for the establistunent “of superior schools, and for the
improvement of their clementary schiools; and 1 can assure you,
that if there be no abatement in” their zceal, and that the cominis-
sionets continue to exhibit the sane ardour for the advancement of
cducation, the progress in a very shost time will be very apparent.
Seveml municipalities have had much ditficulty in providing teach-
ers competent to teachs in their elementary schools, so seldom are
they o be mel with; still none of them have hesitated o submii
to some little sacrilice to oltain them.

The last amendments in thic school act-. have contributed not a
litle in giving that spint of sdvancement w the ratc payers, as well
as zeal and devotion to the teachers, who now readily aceept situa-
tioas 101 a profession which herctofore held forth no inducements to
cuter into it.

The parish of St. Micliel still forms an exeception as you knovw,
although three sehiools have been established dunng the year. { am
i hopes however that the efforts of some of the Ii;ncnds of educa-
tionan tlus pansh who are working hard 1o change the present
order of things will be crowned with success, and that a2 new Em
will soon open for St. Michel d'Yamaska. The pasish of $te. Mani-
que s uot altogether exempt from this reproach. A certain number
of schoals, 1t is true are i toleradle good onter, but they are kept
up with difiicuity, and this will be the case as Jong as legal assess-
ment does not take the place of voluntary contmbutions. [am of
opin:on that the stubbornness of the people who will remain behind
the pragiess which they see every where around them, would be
chiccked, were they to be threntencd with the forfeiture of ther
share inthe grant for the future.

It is also very desimble that the Commissioners should purchasc
books and everything clse required, for the instruction of the chil-
dren.  Thave scen in severl schools very intelligent children,

deprived, thiough the neghgence of their parents, of books, paper
and every other requisite. Another cause of the liitle advancement
made by the pupils, and at the same time, ore which materially
eflects their health, is the bad construction of the school houses, on
account of which many of the children cannot attend the school in
winter, aud those who attend punctually are frequently attacked
with serious illness. ‘T'he inspecior should, for the sake of the pupils
as well as for the teachers, have the power of closing school houses
which do not possess all the requirements for the health of the
scholars, and which have not all the school furniture and appliauces
requisite for properly carrying on the school, or, on his reliwo.rt of
the want of all these requirements, the municipality thus comp ained
against, should be deprived of its share of the grant.

Several municipalities furnish fuel, which is taken in the place
of monthly fees. This mode of contribution, besides being less in
value that the minimun amount of the monthly fee as exacted by
law, is the source of rnany quarrels and difficulties between the
rate payers and the teachets, inasmuch as all kind of wood is taken
to the school house, ard very frequently this is of a bad quality.
The school municipalities should not be permitted to commute the
obligation of paying the monthly fees, in this manner. =~

Liutle difficuliies sometimes arise in certain municipalities either
amony the rate payers themselves or between the rate payers and
the commissioners, but yet they were never of so serious a nature
as to create any fear with respect to the prosperous future of all the
municipalities within my district. These difficultics, 30 much to
be regretted, in consequence of the bad feeling which they arouse
in the public mind, but which proves nevertheless that they think
of the advancement of Education generally, originate either in the
nomination of a school-master who does not suit everyone, or with
reference 10 the situation of the school house, which every one
wants to have at his own door. Generally speaking, 1 must say
that the commissioners and the rate payers work well together, and
they all appear ammated with the same desire to advance the great
reform which is prepaning for them 3 I would also remark that the
secretary-teasurers, generally, strictly perform the duties of their
office, and far from being an object of genesal distrust as heretofore,
(for at their door, all the odious clauses inthe school law were laid,)
have now gained the confidence of the public.

The law has wisely provided for an increase in the emoluments
of secretary-treasurers, which were much too low considering the
various anluous duties thev have 1o perform. .

The remarks, which 1 have to make relative to each of the diffe-
rent muaicipalities in my district will I trust fully meet your ex-
pectations.

Mr. Maurault then passes in review the several munici-
palities situated within his district of Inspection, and the
details by him given gencrally confirm the remarks above
made.

Mr, Inspector Dorval, whose zeal, intelligence and acti-
vity has more than once cailed fortl, not only from ourscives
but from the public,a well merited tribute of praise, has
also very cleverly compiled a statement exhibiting the
statistics of his district and the result of his inspection in
each municipality.  We regret that the want of space will
not permit us to republish this excelleat table and statement
of the present state of Education in the countics of IAs-
somption, Berthier, Jolictte and Montcalm, and we must
therefore confine ourselves to the following general remarks.

The want of education in the country pasts of this province, added
10 a fecling of self interest, which however natural, may be carried
too far, arce the principal reasons, fo: which parents should be abli
10 pay a dircet 1ax for the education of their children. Education
became absolutely necessary,~—but how awaken them from their
state of intellectual letharey 7 How biing them to look favorably
upon a measure against which they had always been most unfavor-
ably prepossessed? Money which everywhere represents the cir-
cumstances and position of cvery one, was the key ; by enforcin
a direct tax, the people became dircctly interested in the disy
of their money, and nditcatly in the welfarz and advancement of
their schoole.” To all the arguments used to induce them to encou-
rage cducation, some opponent was always found ready with the
general answer, which was frequently very embarrassing: My
father was very rich, hie did not know how (o read; he wasa

church-warden, captain of militia, and even more, president of the
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schoo] comunissioners, and he could not tell A from B, Sut now
that this headstrong opponent is oblized to pay his assessmont and
mombly fees, he sends s cluddren to school, notwnthstanding his
recaollection of his father’s want of education, not perhaps for the
sake of gannny instruction, but merely that he may not spend money
e vain g and fanther that he may not pay for others.  Whatever
may be his motive, his cluldren nevertheless are tanght, and as 1
have already remarked, the present generationonce educated, every
thing will go well, and we may even anticipate mueh zeal, becanse
this zeal will become a deterimned desire to acquire knowledge
and a just appreciation of its necessny. 1 have, Sir, herein before
stated, that 1t would be difficult 1o custail the powers now vested in
the comumissioners, and which I, with many other Inspectors, my
colleagues, consider as o extensive.  If, as” several of them have
remarked, the ko exacted the proof of a certain competeney at
least, a knowledge of reading and writing as a2 condition of qualifi-
cation for election to the several rural peblie offices, such as Mayor,
Councillor, even Caplain of Militia, aml why not for Church-warden 2
It would be an indirect and wlmost imperceptible, but sure means
of cunecting the anomaly which exists in cur law, tiat of intrusting
the ditection of a system of education to those who have none
themselves, it would in fact be a species of normal school for schoo)
commissioners s mud the necessity of such 2 measite 1s most appa-
rent. ‘Fhie mehmation felt m the coumtry to lold these honorary
offices wonld prove another ietemnent o the adrancement of edu-
cation. Good mun eipal adminitrationof which we stand so much
in need, woald benefit muteriuily, and our system of agriculture
would soun cease 1o be, what I much fear it will remain for some
time yet, withowt popular education and notwithstanding its pro-
gress, a routine.

With many of the Governments of Europe ignorance is considered
as an offence: why should we not follow their example; are we
not 1u a position to declare that every one who remnains jgnornt, is
sv, throngh his owa fault, and is therefore voluntarily culpabie?

It is much 10 be regretted that when the fund for the erection of | 8

school houses was distributed, there was no uniform plan recom-
mended to serve as a gaide for the commissioness, ... their cons
truction and distribation, much goml would have cesulted, panticu-
larly as regands the salubrity and comfort’ of the s * ls, wanting
(witlt few exceptions) in all'our school hyuses. My disirict of use
pection will soon be provided with a sufficient number of schools to
meet the wauts of the population. Besides, it must not be imagined
that the number of schools is at all a sure indication of prozress ;
itis very frequently but an additional proofof the statement, 1 made
above of the interest resulting from the direct payment of assess-
ment, &eo 1 must pay for a school.—~Well, I wish to have one
near my owa door, and next year 1 will vote for a Commissioner
who wiil promise me ope.” =0t is for this reason that many parishes
have too many schinols for e sunount of salaries they can afford 10
pay to competent teachess, and this number of schools, with badly
i teachers, is the cause of their never bejng above mediocrity.

Ve have a sufficient nomber of sehuols, what we require now is,
to render them more effective, and for this purpose, there 1s want-
mng:

Firstly.  Uniformity in the =choo! bo-ks.
. Sccondly. A uniform method of pracical teachiny, cconomis-
ing time.

_Thinlly. Good, morzl, competent and assiduous teachers, whose
diploinas will state the patcular class for which it was sranted so
as o asaust the Commissioners in their selection of school teachers
which they frequently are unable to do alone.

Fourthiy. Regulattons for the interrai government of the schools.

Fafthly.  The estublistunent of 3 program of studics, so that in-
convenicnce ansmg from the great variety of which so much pa-
rade 1s made, m many of owr schools, amd in conrequence of which
nonzienal progress is made in any one bianch, may be obviated.
On tlus last point, cvery thing yet remains in deubt, every branch,
cven e study of the language, is attempted 1o be rendered more
complicated. I am convinced, that in aur purely French country
schouls, the study of the English langunge, is 2 complete luss of
time. This study shuald be contined to our Institctions for Supetior
Faducation un the same manner as the study of the French is in
Uppet Canada conlined 10 the Graminar Schuols.  The climate of
Lower Canacla remlers our posititon very ditferent from that of other
countries. Qur agriculingallabor i continal, aud one kind of wark
follows another Wwabont intenuption during the four sensans of the
yeary and an cach of these seasons the scholar 1< requared 1o take
patin them 3 he bas less time than in smost other countrics 1o de-
voie 10 stuly, his time mus: be econnmised therclor, that 18, that
he give lnnscil Lp solzly 10 the requirement of what is necessary.
Whatever may be the motives which induce some parents in thie

country patts to insist on their children, leaming EFoglish in the
elementary schools, I much fear, that we shall pay very dearly for
this study.  The reason is that frequently, hands are required to
assist m the furm labor, and the children who are at school are
obliged 10 be taken to replace their elder brothers who have left for
the United States.

« The situation of Secretary-Treasurer in the country, is one of

more importance than is generally believed s he is the faetolum
and the confidential and Jeaal adviser of the School Commmissioners,
In many instances the good or bad working of the Educational Luw
depends entuely upon him,  Unfortunately the appointment to this
oflice is not made with all the ciscumspection that is necessary, es-
peeially since it has become more lucrstive under the provisions of
the last law, for it has in some instances been the cavse of intrigue
and favontism not altogether consistent with the imerest ol the mu-
nicipalities. ‘To my knowledge, Sceretary-Treasurers whose con-
duct had been irreproachable, have been dismissed without the
slightest cause, for the purpose of giviug the situation, and partics-
larly the wereased salacy, to uneducated persons, to whom the law
cou{:l never have contemplated that they woold be given.  Unfor-
tunately with respect to this as to wany athier points, the Superin-
tendent is not vested with sutlicient puwer 3 he cannot reinsate the
dismissed Secretary -Treasucer, aud the only punishizent to which
hie can condemn the Commissioncers, 18 the forfeiture of their shage
in .lihc araut, a punishment affeeting the innocent as well as the
ruilty.
5 i gnd the Seeretary-Treasurers” books of seceipts and disburse-
ments generally speaking, very badly kept. I have much difficalty
in persaading them to procure bound beoks, instead of those
without cither cover or binding, the flymg sheets of which have
alrcady been the cause of 1wo swits of considerable moment within
my district of ingpection.

1 must hiere réler 10 2 mode of payment much used in some of
the municipalities within my district.  This is, bons or drafts o1
soods on merchants, which the teacher 15 obliged to pay. 1 could
cite two or three cases which would incontestably piove that the
teacher generally loses by this system of payment, & quarier or an
eighth of his salary, of which the merchant denves the sole Lenefit;
I abstain however from doing so, lest the pusties should be receg-
nized. As the Commissioners should always, previous to engag-
ing teachers, count upun paying theit salaries, not out of the proba-
ble but out of the fixed revenues of the mumcipality, if they do not
collect them, the fuult is theirs, and the teacher shonld in no wise
be the sufferer. I would wish that when Cominissioners have un-
dertaken to pa{ ot acenam day, that each payment should be
punctually made, and that in_default of so duing they shonld pay
double interest. I wuuld prefer this means even totheir being paid
by the Superintendent, for I think it woull suluce the Commission-
ers tocoilect their artears moie promply.

The sketch which I have made above of the actual state of school
affairs watlun uy district 1s centamly not very consoling.  Bat, Sir,
I have only given the dark sude of the question, 1 have =aid nothing
of allthe good that has been effected within its bunudaries.  This
good has been achieved by the school Commissioners, the  Secte-
tary-Treasurers aud other persons suflficientiy disinterested in the
ranks of patriotism and charity to stand in no need of my praise to
encourage them in their good work.  The little time I have at my
disposal will not allow me 1o proceed farther with iny remarks
on this subject of abuses rcr{:jriug a speedy reform. T cannot avoid
sceing, that much 1s yet 1o be doue, but, thanks to an all-wise Pro-
vidence anew impulse appears to be givento the mindsof the peo-
ple, adesire for education and for progress in general, that shounid
induce us 1o predict 1avorably for the cause of education.

My statisucal tables(which 1 collected nud made up with the
utmost care) fully proves the increase of zeal, on the part of 1lie peo~
pie for education. Following my semarks on the staie of treschools
mn the several municipalities, 1 have given a comparative statement
of the last haif-ycar, and there are few bmnches of study wliuch do
unot show considerable increase.  If all the officets of aur intelice-
tual army do not possess all the capacity or the Wlents they could
ot should have, we must waita hittle longer, the ks wme tilled
with young awl intelligent recruits, and wmder the Chief pow at our
head, we canu.t fail ta conquer, if the Legislature will anty, instead
of diminishiny, increase its gencrous clfosts in our favor.

Following his general remarks on the present state of
Education within hisdistrict of Inspection, Mr. Dorval gives
a brief sketch of each municipality separately. We request
that our readers and more especially the school Cominissi-
vners within this district will read attentively Mr. Dorval’s
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report as they will be amply repa.d for its perusal, by the
general information it contains, as well as by the suggestions
it ofters for the better govermment of school municipalities.

Mr. Tanguay, who was formerly a teacher, and whose
articles on Education have heen read with much interest,
has the chiurge of a very eatensive district, comprising the
populous counties of Kimmouraska, Temsconata and 1Ri-
mouski, situated on the south side of the St. Lawrence,
below Quebee.

The progress made in this district, compared with other
localities of much older date, is truly remarkable, and its
present state of advancement is principally to be attributed
to the zeal and unabated attention given by Mr. Tanguay
to the arduous duties of his office.

This gentleman has alsv given 2 short account of the
state of Educution in cach of the municipahitics under his
Inspection, and we regret that we have not space to give
his revort in full 5 we must therefore confine ourselves to
lus gencral remarks on the progress made within his distriet
of Iuspection.

In the district of Kamouraska [ have observed a certain degree
of prugress, but one of a nature sullso remote from what I wouid
wish 1o see realized, that Tam perhaps hable o underrate what
hiasbeen gained so far. [ must also remark the wany painful con-
siderations that obstruct our path.  Grave obsacles to Le retnoved,
reforns to be effected, gross prejudices 1o be overcome. Then there
are so few friends heartily devoted to the cavse.  Added 1o this,
the glenderaess of our pccunin?' resources, and to crown evervting
the irresolution of those who, if but ascuming a bold stand, miglht

more etfectuaily than all else, stifle prejudice and silence igno-

rance. A great number of our fastructors of youth are young females
well qualified of course, and no doubt possessed of the best inten-
tions but, 100 weak to contend with these ditficultics that wil! some-
times antse between the teacher ; and obstreperous scholars, parti-
cularly when uiese are the clubdien of parents who jost prejudice 1o
ignurance and are therefore supported by these agamnst the teacher;
mutiny gans the whole school, who soon rebel, diseiphine eatirely
disappears and the paar teacher unsupporte:dd even by the nzhiful
authoritics, .oses all energy amd becomes totally discouraged aund
strange to say, the guilty panties are most often the first to complain
of the disorder, they, themselves have creunted.

In the above bnef recapitulation, hies the true history of the un-
success and dizapposstinent of many an able and shaful teacier.

Fducation progresses slowly even whee these acts of insubordi-
naton have no existence but on the other hand the fumlt grealy
fies 1n the wregulanty wath which the clubdren are made 1o attend
school particularly, at the very age i which they would most bene-
fit by the lessous of a master.

With myscif ! have no doubtth 1 you will be greatly disappoimnted
10 nole inmy review thewgreat munber of scinols in cacl muni-
cipality which Lhave set down as snprovided with the necessary
desks, bovks, black-boards, &c.

The smallness of the schooi-houses is o many cises a sou.ce of
very great incouveence not anly as regands the ciassing of the pu-
pils, thereby impeding thewr proper advancement, but also the sm-
passibility of furlowang out thie momtorial =y stem, aae of the greai-
¢+t alvaniazes m a2 mnnerous schosl.  Besules, how can 10 “ar 50
children crowded tozether 1 roamn 15 to 18 feet square, breathe o
healthy atmosphere ?

Notwithstaudmy these objections, common to ali the districis of
Tnspection, [ am happy to ebscrve a greater degree of guad-will and
zealons assistance on the past of Uie Comnmssioners lowaads fanher-
ing as much ats in their power lies, the strenunous efforts wade by
Govenuneat and the Departsnent of Educatian in favoer of the inha-
bitants of these districts wund of the country.

The school-rates are also pawd with more readiness, though beas-
ing a great increase upon former years.  The commercia educativn
which is at present found in colleges, academies, &ec., is held in
high estecem.  As s00a as the college of Sc. Anne opened these
classes, the demand fo: admittance asgzmented 0 such a depree,
shat a thini upon the original aumnber of prpils were received in the
course of the lirst year. The .ew Academy of Rimouski under the
same plan reccived immediate and rematkable encouragement. 1

may also mention the Academy at Kamourasha as another of our
most flourishing Institutions and one which will soon be classed
with the nest of the kind under the direction of the popular order of
the Cungregation of Notre-Dame.

Many more houses for the purpose of Education wiil be opened
in the conrse of neat year, sueh as, the Female Academy a1 Ka-
konna, that at Green sland, as aiso an Academy for boys at Frois
Pistines. These establishinente aie mtended 1o be rused iu such
outward proportious as will notonly prove wdvantageous in other res-
prets, but will also make them ormaments 1o the parish m which
they shaii be erected.

At the end of his report, Mr. Tanguay gives what may
be termed a balance sheet of the state of his district of
Inspection.

To reeapitulate, numberof schools, 151, of which 18 are excell-
enty 51 gomt, 61 meddismgr, and 21 a0 very bad onder. Number of
pupsls s the whole distriet in attewdanee upon different styles of
education, whether academical, collegiate, normal, or primary
schwols 6,917, School-rooms properly furmshed with desks, ben-
ches, chaits, &c.y 62, wantug these, 92 Number of Muomcipali-
ties in the destrict 26, number of Mumcipalities in which the Eduo-
cational Laws are sirictly pot in foree, 18, Number of same in
wineh the Laws s not strictly followed, 8. Proportion on the total
of cluld pupiation ventinzg schoo's 110 63,7, preportion ou thuse of
from 5 10 16 years, accoiding to the report o the Superintendent for
1855, 52§ percent.  Probable cost of instruction to each child
attending schaal, comprising books, &e., 14+, 04, Number of child-
ren who | believe receive an education fitted to their wants, and
thuse of the countty 4221, probable number who receive an insuffi-
cient education in these respects 2,696,

(7% be continued.)
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SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE.

The English Juuiaal of Education states that the desire of the public to
use the facilities offeicd by the State for the study of science and ary, is
greatly on the increase ; and that the various Metropolitan Museums and
Exhibitionsg in London, Dablin and Edinburgh hinve been sisited by 533,853
persons, Licing an increase of a¢ many as 186,915 over 1856, The visitors
to thie Botamcal aud Zoological Gardens i Dubiin have been 168,098,
showing an mncrease of 10,222 persons on 185, The circulating art-mu-
scum has Leen sent to Stourbridge, Worcester, Liverpool, Glasgow,
Paisley, and Duadee, and 26,024 persons have consulted 8. The various
Schools of Science and courses of public scientfic lectures bave heen
attended by 10,332 students. The total number of students connccted
with the Sclivols of Art, or under inepecti. n, has been 43,212, being an
increase ¢f 25 per cent on the numbers retiracd in June, 1856; whilst
the cust of the State assistance, from being an average of £3 2s. 44 per
student in 1831, hefore the reforn of the Schouls of Design, lias hren
reduced to an sverage of 13s. 13d. per student, the iustruction at the
same time having greatly improved, amd tke means for study Jargely
increased.

Tiie visitors tothe Mascam i less hian ten months have amouated
10 373,097 persous, heing nearly five times the average numbers annually
that aucaeded Masiharough House. (The numbers fur swelse months have
been 185,3vl.y The c.\}vcr:mcm of opcuing the Museqm in the evening
has showa that that is the time nost convenient to the working classes to
attend yblic muscums.  Comparing thne with i ¢, the numbers have
been tive tities as great in the cvemnge as in the morning. The provision
of somewhat increased space hias canbled the Department to be useful to
all the local Schivols of Art, in the circulation aud lending of the articles
in the Muscum, and the bowrks and prints in the Libmary. These sre no
fouger melropohitan insututicns, but arc essentially national o their ine
fluence.  The South RKeasington Muscun 13 the storchouse of the United
Ringdom, and evesy Schuol of Art s praviledgad to borrow from it any
atticle wiat i safely pontable,

We extmct the loilowing scicutific facts from Tae New-York Teacker:

~There are five jnunds of parc sulphnr in every 100 pounds of woal.

Carrots consumne 195 poands of lime 1o thoacre * Inrnips hist 39 pounds,

A cubic fout of common arable land will hioid 49 puunds of water.

1t takes 5 pounds of cutn 2o form ane of . of.

Throe aned 2 half pounds of corn wmeal wll form one of pork.

To aud -ne s cont of ime to 2 soil that 1 destitate of ity requires 10
pounds of stacked lime, ur 6 of caustic, to the acre,

Clay will pmnanem‘y improve auy soil that is sandy oz leachy. Lime
and leached ashics will Leuetit leachy land.



128

JOURNAL. OF° ' EDUCATION

A ton of dry forest leaves produces only 500 pounds of mould; hence,
500 pounds of mould will produce a ton of plants.

Clay applicd to sandy land, is far better than sand to land. One
hundred tons to the acre will give an inch in depth.

Pure phosphorus is worth four thouszand to five thousand dollars & ton ;
and as it comes from the earth, it shows how scarco it is.

—The Bogs of Ireland, it is stated, arc being mado to furnish candles
of as pure paraffine As our American coal. There are no less than
3,000,000 actes of this peat 1and in Ireland, and tho yield is as good as
8o much coal would be expected to give, The candles are burned now
in this country, and are said to be a3 good as wax,

OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS.

List of pensions granted to retired teachers from the superantnated
teachers pension fund, for the year 1858.

. 2L S0
8 53 ||Z=52
B <> ||E2EE
&1 Names or TEACHERS. Resioence, (0.5 g g £
B 2% 15588

. [ te b
2 SEE||ES2s
64 Jos;:vi)h Bussiéres. St Henride Lauzon.} 37 || $20 | 0
65{L. M. Bertrand. St. Clément. 35 180
66| Pierre Bouchard, St. Vatlier. 36 2010
67{F. X. Buteau. St. Fraugois Riv. S.| 22 1410
68]{ Wm. Cunningham. Eardley. 15 2010
69! Maric Anne Courteau. |St. Roch de PAchi.| 29 610
79[ Miss Denise Dégagné. |N.-D. du Grand Br.] 20 1|0
1}James Dufly. Rawdon. 13 610
72} Emilie Dorval. Cap de la Magdel. | 14 M“lo
73| Mi1s. veuve Decelles.  {St. Laurent J. C. 26 4]0
74| H. C. Dozois. St. Valentin. 13 2010
75:J. B. Fortin. Lstet. 22 6|0
76{H. Guyon. LAssomption. a 18} 0
TI|Mary Ann Greensil. L1le du Pads. 24 810
78}J. B. Goudrault. St. Bamabé. 28 210
T9{F. Journaux. Beaumaont. 30 2810
80/F. Lebrun. Cox. 28 0710
81/C. Lortic. Québec. 23 1610
82|Lydia McElkins. Patton. 9 1410
83|John Manin. Wakefield. 15 1810
84| Frs. Maindelle. St. Frangois Riv. S.| 31 12(0
85|Marie Anne Pinard. Nicolet, 24 8]0
861J. B. Phillinger. St. Barthélémi. 40 1810
§7,Henriette Rhéaume. Yamacluche. 6 1210
SSiHenticue Ste. Marie.  |Longueuil. 8 1210
89} Marie Lounise Girouard, |Montréal. 18 20i]0
90{Geneviéve Dupont. Riviére Ouelle. 26 6|0
‘91|F. X. Aliard. Ste. Julie (Som.) a3 210

$438 {00

The sum of $1773 70 has also been distributed among those
teachers who were enrolled during 1857, at the rate of $4 per
annum, the revenue of the fund not allowing any larger amount to
be granted for the present year.

Statement of monics paid by the Department of Education for Canada
East, between the 18t January to 31st July, 1858,
Amount paid from 1st January to 31st May 1858 asper

statement published in Journal No. 5, 1858 ....... . $153,790:62
P2id from st April to 31st May 1858, viz:

On account of grant 1o common SchoG)S .o« <« cessasas ees $ 42,433:77

“ # for Superior Bducation ceeaenaannes 45373

« & Normal Schoolseeeeecnaeces ceeas 4,084:64

4 Journals of Education.eeecececens 738:00

" “ Officc CONtINEeNCics ceeesecersane 496:98

" t Pensions 1o superannuated teachers 2202:18

" u Books fOr HbERTY . veveeveseenens . 138:37

« “ Salaries of Scbool Inspectors -.... 3,660:41

" “ Poor Municipalities.eeeeesecenens 120:00

$208,118:70

ADVERTISEMENTS.

UKIVERSITY OF BISHOP'S COLLEGE.

MICHAELMAS TERM.—The commencement of the 14th year of this
Institution begins on SATURDAY, September 4th.

Candidates for admission are requested to give carly notice to the
Principa), the Revd. J. 1. NICOLLS, D.D.

Lennoxville, July 15, 1858,

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT

oF

BISHOP'S COLLEGE AND GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

The junior department reopens on TUESDAY, August 31st under the
charge of the Revd. J. W, Williams, M, A. Rector, assisted by Messrs, A.
D: Cape! and J. J. Procter.

For ioformation apply to the Rector, the Rerd, J. W. Williams, Post
Office, Québec.

Lennoxville, July 15, 1858,

- THE ANNUAL
PROVINGIAL AGRXGULTURAL

. INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION
OF LOWER CANADA,
TO BE HELD

Il: THE CITY OF MONTREAL,

WILL BE OPENED TO THE PUBLIC
On the 30th, September and 1st. October,

Al entries must be made on or before the 20th September. Animals
gﬁ probﬂucts for Exhibition must be on ths ground on Wednesday, 29th

ptember.,

The industrial department will be opened on Monday the 27th Sept. at
9 o'clock. Machinery or articles requiring motive power, must be on
the ground that day ; all other articles must be delivered at the building
before 3 o’clock P. M. on Tuesday.

For particulars see prize list or apply for the AGRICULTURAL DE-
PARTMENT to J. PERRAULT, Sec. Bosrd of Agriculture, INDUS-
TRIAL DEPARTMENT, to A. STEVENSON, Mcchanics Institute.

J. PERRAULT,
Sec. Board of Agriculture,

The 1erms of sulecniption 10 the Jontmal de MMinstraction Publique,” edited Ly the
Suy dent of Ed M. Jos. lenoir, will be FIvE SHILLXGS per aunum and,
10 the “ Lower Canada Journal of Education,” edited by the Supenntendent of Educas
tion and Me. John Radiger. also Five sNitixcs per annum. .

Teachers will teceive for five shillings per the iwo Journals, or, if they ch ,
t:‘o copics of either the one or of the other.  Sulmscriptions are invatiably 1o be paid in
auvance. N

4.000 copics of the * Jonmal de I'Instruction Pablicue 27and 2.000 copics ~f the * Lower
Canada Joomal of Fducation*? wall be issued monthly.  The furmer will appear atout
the middle, and the latter towneds the end of each manth.

No adve will blished in either J.

i Al except they have direct
reference 1o educatian of 1o the ans and sciences.  Price—one shilling per fine for the
firstinscrtinn, and s:x pence per line for every subsecuent ftsertion, pryabile in advance.

Sulwcriptions will be received at the Office of the Department Montreal, by Mr. Tho-
mas Roy, agent, Quebec: perrons residing in the country will please apply 1o this ofice
per mail, cncktmf at the same time the amount of their sulscription. They are
tequested 10 state clearly and legibly their tames and address and also the post office 10
which they wish their Yournals 10 be dirccted.

Sxzxxcas, Daxiat & Co., Steam Printiag Establisf ment, 4, St. Fincont 3¢,



