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Ty CouMyRCIAL certainly enjoys a very much larger circulation among the
business community of the vast region lying between Lake Superior and the
Pacific Coast, thon any other paper in Canada, daily or weehly. By a thorough
systeny of personal solicitation, carried out annually, thig Journal h:}sbecn_ placed
upon the desks of the yreat majority of business men in the disteict designated
above, fncluding Northwest Ontario, the Provinces of .\lapltoba. and British
Columbia, nad the Territories of Assiniboiz, Alberta and Saskatchewan Tux
CoxsrrciaLalso reaches the leading wholesale, N factuning and
@nancial houses of Eastern Canada.

WINNIPEG, FEBRUARY 15, 1895.

INTRODUCTORY.

HIS supplementary nuinber of THE COMMERCIAL
will undoubtedly fall into the hands of many
persons not regular subseribers, as several
thousand copies will be printed for free dis-

tribution. Som~ who chance to receive this number
may wish to know something about the journal. ToE
CoMMERCIAL, as its name implies, is primarily a paper
for business men. Its columns are filled with matter
pertaining to trade, commerce, manufuct}n'es, finance,
insurance, market reports, cte. Its particular field is
Westein Canada. While considerable space is given
to general commercial matters, particular attention .is
iven to commercial progress and development in

estern Canada. )

The regular issue of T'Hi COMMERCIAL 1s printed on

a fine quality of paper, and cvery effort is made to
turn out a neat, clean and readable journal. Itis
published weekly, at Winnipeg, Canada, and will be
maled to any address in Canads, the United States
or Great Britain, for 82 per annum (8s4d) in advance.
Persons, either at home or abroad, who wish to learn
something about the vast region known as Western
Canada, will find THE COMMERCIAL a valuable and

interesting paper. Its aim is to give only relinble
information about the country. A representative of
the paper visits every settled portion of the country
ab least once a year. The great province of British
Columbia js given speeial attention. Each week a
budget of British Columbin matter is given, prepared
by our special reporters on the ground there. Thus
THE COMMERCIAL is kept in touch with all parts of
the country, and in this way the journal has earned an
enviable reputation for reliable information eoncern-
ing Western Canada. This paper has long been looked
upon as an authority on matters concerning that
portion of Canada west of the great lakes of the
St. Lawrence.

Tne CoMMERCIAL is now in its thirteenth year of
publication. It may, therefore, be said that is has
grown up with the country. At the time this paper
was established, the development of the country had
Just nicely started. Railways were just gaining a
foothold in the country, and the great West was only
beginning to awaken to a new lite.  Since that time
progress has been rapid, and now that we are safely
through the experimental stage, we may hope for even
greater progress during the next ten years.

To those who are not acquainted with Tnr CoMMER-
CIAL, we would say that this journal has no political
interests to serve.  Its politics will be the welfare of
Western Canada.  Political questions are discussed
only in their relation to commerce and the material
interests of the country.  The aim of Tue CoMMER-
CIAL has been to keep entively free from the influences
of party, creed or clique, and the impartial manner in
which this policy has been carried out, is frequently
attested by letters or statements from our readers.

WINNIPEG GRAIN EXCHANGE.

HE Winnipeg Grain Exchange, which held its
seventh annual meeting last month, is the
most important organization of the kind in
Canada. The exchange has been a very

suceessful institution from its inception. It comprises
in its membership practically all the grain handlers
and shippers of Manitoba. In fact it 1s said that 95
per cent of the crop of Manitoba is handled by mem-
bers of the Exchange. Manitoba has an elevator and
grain handling system unsurpassed by any country in
the world, and the “uneatness and dispatch” with
which our large grain crop is handled, is largely due
to the organized efforts of the Exchange. The organ-
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ization has watched carefully over every feature of
the grain trade of the country, and through its eftorts
various improvements have been introduced in the
made of inspecting, grading and handling Manitoba
wheat, which ensures the placing of the wheat upon
the markets of the world to the very best advantage
and at the lowest possible cost.

One great advantage to the producer, arising from
the establishn:ent of the Winnipeg Grain LExchange,
is the reduction of the cost of handling the grain.
This year the crop has been handled on a margin
smaller than ever before, so that the farmers have got
the very most possible out of their grain.  The average
margin upon which the wheat crop of Manitobn has
been handled this year, up to the close of navigation,
was about 24 per' cent. Farmers certainly cannot
grumble at this. Indeed, working individually they
could not begin to place their own wheat on the
world’s markets at such a small expense.

A few years ago dealers expected amargin of about
10 cents per bushel on wheat to cover costs - of
buying, handling, etc  Since the organization of the
Exchange, this margin has been steadily reduced,
until this season the allowance for cost of buying and
handling did not amount to more than 2 to 3 cents
per bushel on wheat. These wonderful results have
been largely due to the organized efforts of the grain
trade, operating through the Winnipeg Grain and
Produce Exchange.

A few parties have, for political or other selfish
personal reasons, tried to stir up a feeling antagonistic
to the Exchange among the farmers of Manitoba.
Weare confident, however, that the intelligent farmers
of this country will appreciate the benefit the Ex-
change has been to them in various ways, and will
not be misled by parties who are endeavoring to
obtain notoriety by working upon their gullibility.

The interest of the producers is in many respects,
identical with the interest of the grain exporters.
They are all interested in securing the lowest possible
freight rates, and reducing other expenses of handling.
They are alike interested in producing a fine class of
wheat, securing and keeping up a reputation for Man-
itoba grain abroad, and placing it upon the markets of
the world in the best possible condition. Every im-
provement in handling and saving in expenses made
through the efforts of the Exchange is a direct benefit
to the producers. It is therefore in the intervest of
farmers and dealers that they work together as niuch
as possible, and agitators who try to stir up a feeling
of antagonism should be given a cool reception all
around. .

At the recent annual meeting of the Exchange,

president S. A. McGaw oceupied the chair, and gave:

the following address :—

GENTLEMEN :—In" passing over in review a few of
the events that present themselves before me as
baving occurred during my term of office, I shall not
unnecessarily detain you, as I find the work and
reports of the Council cover in fact almost everything
that would either interest you or the outside publie,
and will be placed before you in such a manner that
I could nct possibly improve on them. I might, how-
ever, first vefer to the crop of 1894 A crop in
Manitoba 15 w feature alike interesting not only to

members of this Exchange—to every man in the grain
trade, every wholesale merchant and implement fiem
—but almost, you might say, to every individual
doing business in the Dominion.

It is now several years since the Eastern people
turned their attention to this country, looking for
the little money that the farmer received for his
produce, and by every train you will find the com-

.mercial traveller journeying with his trunks' and

samples endeavoring to place bills of eastern goods
with our country merchants, and it is surprising how

familiar these people hecome with the crop of the

country, which shows how deeply interested all
Eastern people are in the value of the output sach
year.

The crop of 1894 has Leen by far the largest ever
produced in the Province of Manitoba, The Govern-
ment Bulletin, dated December 10th, puts the crop of
the Province at something over 17,000,000 of wheat,
or an average of about 17 bushels per acrve. This
perhaps is as nearly correct as any person, no matter
how well acquainted v ith the crop or resources of the
country, could possibly make it. Nearly 12,000,000
of oats and three and a quarter millions of barley and
other cereals, or in al! over 32,000,000 of all kinds of
grain, including flax. :

Taking into consideration the number of farmers in
Manitoba it is doubtful if any other country can show
this amourt of production per head, but while this is
the case, the terrible depression in prices has very
much depreciated the results expected from the erop
by the farmers. In spite of this, however, in no
country I think is the farmer more contented and
energetic than in Manitoba, and this is evidenced by
the amount of land already prepared for next season’s
crop, which I believe is much greater than ever betore.
The season of 1894 was one that was favorable to
propagation of smut, and the farmer has been the
sufferer. TFor several years this Exchange has taken
up this question of treating seed, vigorously, and I
cannot help emphasising the belief that if farmers
continue to faithfully bluestone their seed, they need
not have a trace of smut in their crops. I was
particularly struck with this fact in travelling through
the country last August. I found farmers who blue-
stoned everything, wheat, oats and barley, and I have
been told by some of the best farmers in the Provinee
who pursue this system faithfully, that they never
had a head of smut on their farms. This testimony
along with results shown at the experimental farms
at Brandon and Indian Head have proved conclusively
to me that there is no necessity for farmers having
smutty grain. It is o loss to the farmer, a dread to
the buyer and a curse to the miller.

~ During the past year I have noticed with pleasure
the large increase in the membership of Farmers’
Institutes, and the papers read at their meetings must
be of great value to the inexperienced, and those who
desire to profit by the experience of others, paiticularly
as to the best means to the eradication of noxious
weeds, selection and care of stock and poultry, rotation
of crops, and the best methods. of handling their land
to produce the best results.

In the work of the Council of this Exchange during
the past year will be seen some ctanges thabt have
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been wade in the by-laws, which are considered
necessary from time to time, to meet the varied con-
ditions that exist from year to year 9ne of the best
of these was, I think, the one providing for the adwis-
sion of non-resident members at a very low entrance
fee of $25.00, and L think when country dealers begin
to rccognize the value of a connection with this
Exchange, you will find that their numbers will be as
areat, if not greater, than that of city members
engaged in the trade.

Regarding seed grain, this Exchange at consider-
able expense, took the usual steps to send samples of
seed to the different railway agents throughout the
country. DBut farmers have appeared to think it not
necessary to take advantage of the opportunity to
change their seced, something that I think would be
greatly to their advantage. But the Bxchange
will no doubt this year interview the railway
authorities to again seeure free transportation of seed
‘to such farmers as desire to make a change.

Another point that will be brought to your notice
by the Council is the reduction of elevator rates at
Fort Willinm.  Not only has the producer been
benefited by this reduction, but it also had the effect
of reducing eclevator rates at interior elevators in the
country.

The wmatter of chattel mortgages on farmers’ erops
is another matter to which the Exchange devoted
considerable attention, and certainly it appears to me
that we should have some legislation to make the
buying of grain from farmers on an open market less
hazavdous than it is at present.  The board of arbitra-
tors, which in almost every year of existence of this
Exchange has appeared to have been a most necessary
arrangement, lost their usefulness for the past year
from the fact that not a single case was brought to
arbitration in the past twelve months. And in con-
neetion with this, I might say that very little litigation
of any kind took place in this country where the
members of this Exchange had anything to do with
the business concerned.

With reference to the grain standards, I am cer-
tainly of opinion that people who live in the country
and grow, handle and mill the crop are the ones who
are entitled to, and the best fitted for the fixing of the
standards. Perhaps my views are a little extreme in
this matter, but I think by a proper representation to
the Department at Ottawa, the Inspection Act might
be amended so that the standard miade for Manitoba
would be more in conformity with the character of
wheat grown. I believe-in a. uniform standard, and
when one is arrived at, which will give as far as
possible general satisfaction, allow that standard to
remain. This is following the American principle,
which I believe to be a good one, as any foreign
importer knows what to expect, and does not look for
a change of standard from year to year.

Regarding the finances of the Exchange, the Treas-
urer’s veport is, ab least, as healthy as usual.

I take wy leave of you, by wishing you all a Happy
and Prosperous New Year.

REFORT OF COUNCIL.

Following the President’s address, the report of the
Council, reviewing the work of the Exchange for the
year 1894, was read as follows :—

m

THE COMMERCIAL.

The Call Board Commitiee elected for serviee after
the last annual meeting comprised Messrs. S. W,
Farrell (chairman), A. Achinson, A Cavanagh, G. R.
Croweand 8. Spink. They have faithfully discharged
their duties, and endeavored successfully, to reduce
the cost of market reports while increasing the
efficiency of the service.

Amendments to the by-laws of the Exchange were
made during the past year, which provided for a new
class of non-resident members, defined as Associate
Members ; for making clear the complete withdrawal
of Exchange privileges from members whose annual
dues are unpaid; for the withdrawal of members, in
good standing, wishing to resign their scats, and for
the re-nrrangement of the regular annual dues of
members.  Your Council believe that these alterations
were made in the best intevests of the Ixchange, and
necessary to meet altered conditions following the
settling of the trade into definite channcls.

In Februavy last the railvoad companies operating
in Manitoba again requested this Exchange to pro-
vide, for the use of station agents, snmples of grain
that would represent “ Good Seed,” the companies
being once more willing to carry, free of charge, the
seed grain of farmers. Several hundied samples were
accordingly supplied by the Exchange, at its own cost.
The Council rvegret to say that very few farmers
took advantage of this liberal action on the part of
the railroads.

Early in May last, a deputation appointed by the
Exchange joined with one from the Winnipeg Board
of Trade,in waiting on Sir W. C. VanHorne during
his presence in this city, with a request that freight
rates on grain should be reduced. Sir Wm. VanHorne
informed the deputation that this matter had been
fuily considered by the Canadian Pacific Railway Co.’s
directorate, and it had been decided that no reduction
of rates would be made.

The question of the Fort Williamn elevator rates
was also discussed by your deputation with Sir
William, with the result that he stated that tha C.P.R.
Co. would meet any reduction made by elevator
companies at the head of Lake Superior. Your
Council are pleased to say that shortly afterwards the
Duluth elevator rates were reduced as foilows:—

Receiving, Elevating and Discharging

(including 15 days free storage)..... ¢ per bush.
Storage for each succeeding 30 days,
or parb thereof ................ ... e

No charge for cleaving and blowing.

The Canadian Pacific Railway Co. responded, by
reducing their rates at Fort Wilham to :—
Elevating (including 20 days storage).. §c per bush.
Storage for' cach succeeding 30 days,

or parb thereof............ ... L. ic "
Cleaning and blowing................ e .

The matter of chattel mortgages on grain in farmers’
hands hes presented to grain dealers in this country
some very vexatious features. The utter impossibility
of a buyer at a country elevator being able to detect
any difference between grain under chattel mortgage
or free, when presented in sacks for sale at an clevator
door, or to attempt to identify the original ownershi
of such, is readily apparent. If possible, the ChatbeIi

-—
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Mortaage Act should provide protection to the pur-
chasers of grain in an open market, otherwise the
whole trading of grain in this province. is made
complicated and unsafe. The Iixchange considered
the matter with their solicitor and representatives of
agricultural implemeut firvins, and & tentative - under-
standing was arrived at

Your Council are pleased to state that during the
whole of last year no new case of difference between
members of this Exchange were brought betore the
Arbitration Bonrd, which fact speaks volumes for the
methods of conducting the grain trade in Manitoba,
inaugurated and enforced though the rules £nd regula-
tions adopted and maintained by this Exchange: in
striking contrast to the irregular manner in which
much of the trade was conducted before the organiza-
tion of this Association.

In August last, the Exchange nominated to the
Department of Inland Revenue certain members as
delegates to the Grain Standards meeting. Two
delegates were appointed by the Government to the
meeting, which was held in this city on the 18th of
September.  Practically the standards of 1893 were
again adopted for the crop of 1894, and experience
has proved that they amply met the requirements of
the crop.

Early in the year, and again in December, the
-Exchange strongly recommended to the Dominion
Government that the Board to select standards for
grain grown in Manitoba and the N.W. Territories
should be composed of competent persons resident
west of Lake Superior. This Exchange claims that
ag all the grain is grown and handled or milled by
residents of Manitoba and the Territories, the selee-
tion of the Grain Standards, under the Dominion
Act and the supervision of the Government, should
be left in the hands of the Western people. The
Exchange further considers that the great expense
incurred in bringing up Eastern delegates is uncalled
for and guite unnecessary.

Considerable difference of opinion exists as to the
proper interpretation of a clause (Sec. 15) in the
Inspection act, which states that * The Governor-in-
Council may appoint such persons as he deems pro-
perly qualified for the purpose of choosing samples of
any of the articles subject to inspection under this
Act, to be standards by which the Inspectors of such
articles throughout Canada shall be governed in the
work of inspection,” It is claimed by some that no
matter what samples may be chosen by the Standards
Board, the Inspectors in grading, or the Grain
Examiners, on an appeal from an Inspector’s grad-
ing, may, at their option, pass over she standard
samples, and be guided entirely on their own opinion
of the meaning of the Act schedule which describes
the characteristics of the different grades. This
Exchange in January last officially informed the
Department of Inland Revenue that it was their
opinion that the Act schedule must govern the Stan-
davds Board (the members of which are selected
and appointed by the Government as experts) in
choosing the standard samples, but so soon as they
have done this, then the samples thus chosen, must
absolutely govern Inspectors and Boards of Examiners
on Appeals, in grading grain. From intimation

rveceived from the oflicinls of the Inland Revenue
Department, it is learned that the Department agree
with the Exchange in taking this interpretation from
the wording of the Inspection Act, and it is probable
that the wording of the Act will be changed to clearly
meeb this interpretation,

Considerable interest has been manifested by Grain
Exchanges and the press as to the methods pursued in
handling grain at Fort William and Port Arthur. * The
Comptroller- of Inland Revenue has investigated the
system, and in connection therewith attended a special
meeting of this Exchange and obtained the views of
our members. .

No dedision has yeb been made by the Department,
but it is likely that some changes will be made in the
Inspection Act at the approaching session of Parlia-
ment at Ottawa.

In May last correspondence was again opened up
with the Chicago Board of Trade regarding their in-
cluding the stocks of grain in Fort William and Port
Arthur in their statements of the “ visible supply.”
The Chicago Board stated that they were in correspon-
dence with the New York Produce Exchange on the
subject, and suggested that th's Iixchange correspond
with the principal grain organizations supplying the
“ visible supply ” figures. The Exchange decided to
allow the mgtter to rest, as considerable expense would
have to be borne by it to supply the requisite informa-
tion, and in any case our members are kept informed
of the Fort William stocks,

A communication was received in February from a
public meeting held at Carnduft, asking the Exchange
to urge on the Minister of the Interior the necessity
and advisability of supplying seed grain to farmers
in certain sections on the Kstevan Branch of the C.P.R.
The Council cheerfully consented, and finding that
some loan companies were also interesting themselves
in the matter, co-operated with them through Mr. H.
H. Smith, Commissioner of Tands. The Minister of
the Interior promptly took action, and sced was sup-
plied in due course.

Last Summer the United States Department of
Agriculture requested this Exchange to supply them
on the first day of each mouth with the current
market values of grain.  This was acceded to, and the
information is regularly forwarded on forms supplied
by the Department. Inreturn, the official publications
of the Department are mailed to the Exchange, and
are on fyle in the office.

In September the Exchange was invited by the City
Council to appoint a representative to zct on a general
committee of reception to arrange for the visit to
Winnipeg of Lord Aberdeen, Governor-General of
Canada. = A delegate from the Exchange took an
active intevest in the work necessary. All the
arrangements in connection with the reception were
complete and successful.

S. A. McGaAw, PRESIDENT,
C. N. BELL, S:CRETARY.

At the conclusion of the reading of the report of the
Council, Geo. H. Crowe was elected president for 1895.
A. P. Stuart was elected to the vice-presidency, and
C. N. Bell was re-clected secretary-treasurer. The
Council and Committees of Arbitration, Appeals and
the Call Board. Committee were a'so struck.
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LANDS AROUND WINNIPEG.

T mast at first sight be something ot a conundrum to
the new arrival in the Prairie Province, why there
are so many vacant and unsettied lands around
the city of Winnipeg, the capital, commereial,

political, educational and social centre of the province.
Approaching the city by rail, the visitor can see on all
sides widc stretehes of viirgin praivie, which the plow
has never disturbed, with only patches here and there
settled upon and cultivated.  If these lands were un-
productive or sterile, vhere would not be so much cause
for wonder, but if the visitor happened to arrive in the
summer ov fall he will see from the luxuriant growth
of wild hay, that the lands are rich and fertile, and
where the land is being cultivated, the luxuriance of
crops shows what might be accomplished on every acre
still lying wild and uncultivated. There can be no
reason for this, the shrewd visitor will at first conclude,
unless these lands are held at exhorbitant prices, com-
pared with what good laud can be had for at poiuts
further west.

To comprehend this anomalous state of aftairs it is
necessary to study the history of Manitoba since the
time it was incorporated as a provinee of Canada in
1870, and after that study it is any easy matter to sec
why these lands are still vacant and untilled.

To complete the annexation to the Dominion of
Canada of tne vast Northwest, it was absolutely neces-
sary to satisfy and conciliate the old settlers and
natives in the country at the time of confederation. An
attempt to grab the country in 1869 resulted in the
tirst Rie! rebellion, and the spectacle of one strong
colony of the British Empire annexing another by
means of conquest and foree was not to be thought of,
under the light of British fair play. The residencs of
the country had to be satisfied, and to secure this satis-
faction it Lecame necessary to grant to every man,
woman and child in the new territory at the time of
annexation 240 acres of land, in which grant whites,
half-breeds and, in fact, residents ot every kind shared
alike. In the anxiety of Canadian politics to secure the
new territory and the control of its vast resources, the
grant was made a carte blanche one, without terms of
cultivation ov, in fact, conditions of any kind, except the
qualification of being a resident of Manitoba at the time
the grant was made.

The reader should know, that the residents of Mani-
toba, up to the time of confederation, were not agricul-
turalists who knew the practical value of lands or how
to take advantage of the grant made to them. The
little farming done up to that time was only equal to the
bread wants of the local community, and no outside mar-
ket for agricultural products had been dreamt of by
the population, who were even then little better than
retainers of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who had ad-
vanced during their own life time to that position from
a state bordering on serfdom to that corporation. The
gathering of furs and such like for the company to ex-
port had been their only catering for an outside market,
and when land was granted to them undiscriminately
and without conditions, it is ncedless to say that not
one in fifty had the most remote idea of how to turn
their acquisition to profit, and systematic cultivation
was about the last undertaking these people would
contemplate, for their manner of frontier life, with few
exceptions, was not such as to fit them for a life of in-
dustrious farming.

The bulk of these lands thus granted to native Mani-

tobans at the time of confederation wore located around
Winnipeg, and the result was, that during the decade
from 1870 to 1880, when hundreds of enterprising and
practical agriculturalists settled in Manitoba,the district
around Winnipeg was not open for settlement, and the
tide of immigration swept past it to points further west,
and in the majorivy of cases to much less desirable
locations.

During the decade named that individual, who is the
curse of alinost, every new country, namely, the land
speculator, got his work in onthe simple natives who
owned the lands around Winnipeg. Ready money was
a tempting bait to these people, at least to that large
proportion of them accustomed to the itinerant life of
freighting or trapping and hunting. There arc stories
told of hew the rum drugged native had parted with
his 240 acre grant of land for a pair of blankets, worth
at the present time not more than five dollars. It took
but a few years of this system to transfer the bulk of
the lands around Winnipeg from the native to the
speculator, who stood at the threshhold of settlement,
and demanded exhorbitant prices for the lands he had
thus obtained. Time passed and these speculative land
grabbers came to the great Manitoba boom of 1881-82,
and at that time when a heavy tide of agricultural set-
tlers were swecping into the Northwest, not one in a
handred of the new arrivals located around the capital,
or would pay the exhorbitant demands of speculators
who held lands then, but passed on further west to
where free or cheap lands could be had. The conse-
quence was that before the middle of the decade ending
with 1889, thickly settled districts could be found all
over the province, while further east around Winnipeg
he lands were unoccupied.

Greed frequently over reaches itself, and it was thus
with the land speculators around Winnipeg. In time
they found there was no sale at any price for the lands
they held, and the news of their extortions had spread
to old lands to such an extent, that new settlers hurried
past the district for fear of being victimized by some
land shark.

With few cxceptions these land speculators were
practically working upon margins, and had mortgages
and other obligations resting on their property. Asa
natural consequence a few years froze them out, and
the lands they had hoped to sell at high prices fell from
their grasp, and came into the possession of loan
and mortgage companies, or individuals, who bought
under mortgage sale, and the result was that by the
close of the last decade, seventy-five per cent. of the
land speculators ¢~ound Winnipeg had lost their lands,
and the remainder who were able to hold on to theirs
were convinced of the folly of their past course. The
result now is what generally happens when a forced re-
action has set in. Prices of land have gone to the
opposite extreme, and around Winnipeg they now aver-
age less than one-half of what is asked for inferior
lands in other districts of the provinee. The poorer
grade of low lying lands, with the greatarea fit only
for hay lands, were held in boom days at $15 to $20 an
acre, but they can now be had in abundance at $2 to
£2.50 an acre. The best grade of lands suitable for
grain raising were held in boom days at $30 to $40 an
acre, but the finest of them to-day can be had at from
87 to 10. This means that a farm of land, as rich in an
agricultural sense as can be found in this world, locat-
ed within a dozen miles of Winnipeg, a city of nearly
40,000 population, can be purchased at $10 an acre or
less. Such is the state of the land market around Win-
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nipeg at the present time, and it is not likely that this
anomalous state of affairs ean last long. Even a bad
reputation of land owners, will not long cause scttlers
to pass lands at abnormally low tigures, and go further
west to much less advantageous points, and pay double
the price for poorer lands.

Another fact it would be well for the reader to know,
and that is, that no railway company, the Hudson’s
Bay Company nor other landed corporation which
aitvertises its lands in old councries own any lands in
the Winaipeg district. Their lands are all further
west in the province and territories beyond, and they
are all thus interested in guiding the tide cf settlement
to points further west. In four cases out of five the
agents of such land-owning corporations in the cast
and in Europe are men who know nothing of the North-
west, and scarcely one of the number can distinguish
between good and bad land.  Still it is their duty to
settle the lands of the corporations who employ and
pay them, and frequently they have been known to
work in that dircetion and at the same time circulate
the most untruthful and damaging statements about
districts in which they were not interested. The Win-
nipeg district has suffered much in this way, and the
writer of this article has more than once heard an
ignorant and unscrupulous cmigration agent in the east
advising intending settlers to locate in one of the most
arid and sterile portions of the Territories, and advis-
ing them against settling in a fertile locality, simply
because the corporation employing him owned lands in
the former and none in the latter,

Let no intending immigrant be deceived by interest-
cd statements. The settler who is a practical agricul-
turist can easily stop off at Winnipeg and examine and
enquire ahout the quality of lands around there. He
will at once be convinced that none richer are to be
found in the world, and he “will also discover tha$ these
lands can be had at present at prices which will aston-
ish him, so low are they. If he fails to find this out,
which he cannot, he can go on further west and select
his location.

It is unnecessary to say anything here as to the ad-
vantages over all other portions os the Northwest,which
Winnipeg possesses in the way of an omniferous cash
markes for everything a farmer can produce. This
matter is fully treated of in another article in this

number. *

WINNIPEG AS A FARMER'S MARKET,

HE early settlers of Eastern Canada had many difli-
culties to contend with, which are nos to be met
with in Manitoba, and one of the worst and most
tantalizing was the difficulty of securing a ready
cash market for the products of the farm. This latter
difficulty has never been experienced in Manitoba,
since railway communications became general, so far
as grain is concerned. Every little town in the pro-
vinee has its elevator or elevators, with buyers during
the season, ready to pay cash for every bushel brought
to market. In the larger towns these buyers are wait-
ing all the year round, and only in some of the minor

points are they withdrawn during the summer, when -

farmers are busy at work on their farms and unable to
haal grain to town, unless at rare intervals. In fact so
keen has the competition in grain buyiug been of late
years, that dealers have had to handle the farmers pro-
ducts on exceedingly slender margins, so much so that

THE COMMERCIALL.

quite a fow have found the business unprofitable. and
have lost money by their operations. Only the large
concerns, buying at numerous points, and handling
hundreds of thousands, and even millions of bushels in
& season,have been able to make their business give a
fairreturn during the past two years. There is there-
fore all over Manitoba a ready cash market for grain,
and keen competition in the business.

Bat grain raising alone is not farming in Manitoba,
as many of our settlers have discovered to their loss
during the past two years of depressed grain markets.
The production of butter, eggs, poultry, cheese, cattle,
hogs and other commodities is rapidly inereasing of*
late, and it is an ever-ready cash market for such, pro
ducts that the farmer feels the lack of in points less
impozrtant and farther west than Winnipeg. The farm-
or wishing to sell eattle or hogs in western points has
to wait very often until the visiting buyer of such
conmes around. He may take his butter, eggs, cheese
and. other commodities to the country town where he
does his trading, end find that he has to take payment
in groceries, dry goods or other merchandise, or at best
get o proportion (not a large one) in cash, and take the
balance in trade. It cannot be otherwise in small
towns, where the local demand calls only for a small
proportion of such products of the swrrounding farmers.
In Winnipeg matters are different. There is not a pro-
duet of the farm which cannot be brought in and find
a cash market at any time of the year, and there is no
line of product for which there is not competing buyers
in the city, so that the farmer is not at the merey of
one buyer in any case. Winnipeg is the central point
at which all the lines of railway intersecting the pro-
vince converge, and it is the collecting market from
which all products in car lots are exported. It cannot
fail therefore to be a ready cash market, for it is the
collecting point for the exports of the vast Nortiwest.

There is another point, too, which an intending set-
tler would do well to figure upon, and that is that the
farmer selling his products in Winnipeg gets the price
the farmer at western points “vould get, with the addi-
tion of the freight from the western point and the profit
of one middle man. A farmer working a half section
of land properly could by selling in Winnipeg ges
enough each ycar for his products, over that paid to the
farmer 300 miles west for the same stuff, to pay a
heavy interest on the whole cost of his farm. In short,
with the superior market afforded, he would be better
off to pay $10 an acre for a farm near to the city, than
get one as a gift 300 miles further west.

As a purchasing market for the supplies necessary
on a farm the advantages of the Winnipeg district are
almost as great. The competition of the city reduces
the prices of all merchandise to the lowest possible
levels, and in this respeet a great saving can be made.

It is unnecessary to say anything of the social, edu-
cational and religious advantages to be had only by a
location ncar to Winnipeg. These are treated of in an-
other portion of this number,

WINNIPEG AS A PURCHASE MARKET.

F Winnipeg has great advantages to the farmer as a
market for sale, it offers even greater as a market to
purchase in. The city is now the grain centre of

Canada, and on its Grain Exchange more business is
done by far, than in any other exchange in the Do-
minion. Here the farmer sells his grain direet to the
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exporter and miller, and here also he can purchase
much of his supplies direct from the manufacturer,
without having to submit to the profit of any middle-
man.

In one all important line this advantage of purchase
direct from the manufacturer is very marked and that
i3 in farm machinery and implements, Not only are
the leading, manufacturers of Canada doing business
here, but some of the United States manufacturers have
their branch offices and warchouses in the ¢ity. Thus
any machine or implement a farmer requires can be
had on & moments notice, and can be bought direct
from the manufacturer, with his guarantee attached.

The competition in this branch of trade is also very
keen, and prices are down to a low level compared
with what they were ten years ago. Ior instance take
the common stubble plow 14 to 16 inch cut. These
can be had of the best makes at from 316 to §20, while
breaking plows usually range about $5 higher. The
time was when the farmer in the western portion of
this continent paid 2350 for a celf binding reaper, and
then got a very inferior article, compared -vith the
best machines of to-day. Now the finest binder made
in Canada, (and thereare no bester in the world) can be
bought in Winnipeg for $140 and others less desirable
can be had for less money. And it should be borne in
mind that the poorest farmer can make his purchase in
Winnipeg direet from the warchouse of such a large
manufacturing corporation as the Massey-Harris Co.,
of Toronto and Brantford, one of the most extensive
farm machinery houses in the world, no middleman
intervenes. The company sells to the farmer, and
gives its guarantee dircet to him, Assuredly this is
getting to a great pitch of cconomy, compared with
the times when half & dozen middlemen stood by and
took their share of profit, between the manutacturer
and the farmer. The present is a state of affairs, which
does not exist in many places on this continent, and
the writer is of opinion, that in Manitoba and particu-
larly in Winnipeg the undertaking of wiping out the
middlemen was first successfully undertaken. Somuch
for farm machinery, and now let us look at the market
for general merchandise, first among which we will
select : ’

TABLE REQUISITES.

There is a firm belief in old lands, that in new
countries like Manitoba, every little luxury, or even
necessity, outside of wheat is actually produced in the
country in abundance, costs a ransom, and the poorer
people bave to content themselves with but scant fare
in the way of table luxuries. 1t is not necessary cven
to such people to show that the staple artieles of food,
animal and vegetable are abundant and cheap. The
fact that this country exports such commeodities to the
markets of the Old World is proof cnough of that, and
so far as food of this class is concerned, the ordinary
day laborer sits down day after day to a table better
covered, than can be had in the homes of thousands who
pay income tax in Great Britain. It is nothing unusual
for the out door laborer to drop his spade or axe, wash
his hands, and sit down to a three course dinner.
Whatever may be the drawbacks of Manitoba, good
wholesome, strength producing food is within the reach
of the poorest, and is daily consumed by them.

But letus Jook after some of the articles of food,
which the farmer does not produce, and first of these
we shall take fish. Of this commodity there is an
abundance to be had in Winnipeg. The Red and

Assiniboine rivers which flow through the city abound
in pike, pickerel, gold eye and other fish, while in that
great inland sea only thirty miles distant, Lake Winni-
peg, are the richest fresh water fisheries in the world.
Not only does this lake furnish, abundance of jack fish,
white fish and lake trout for the-lscal demand, but its
annual cateh include exports to the cast and south of o
value of over 300,000. So far therefore as fresh water
fish aveconeerned, they are cheaper and moreabundant in
Winnipeg than in any other eity of its size in the world,
The ocean fish too can be had at reasonable prices in
Winnipeg. In their seasonsalmon of the I'raser River
in British Columbia veach Winnipeg four days after
coming out of thec water packed and in prime con-
dition, and arc as common as beefsteak in the city.
The native of the British Isles, who has beenin the
habit of paying from one shilling and sixpence to two
shillings sixpence a pound for salmon will no doubt be
astonished to learn that in Winnipeg 1,500 miles from
the fisheries of British Columbia, that fish is usually
sold retail at 15 cents or sevenpence halfpenny a pound,
at times they sell at equal to an English sixpence.
Cod, haddeck, hallibut, mackerel, herring, smelt and
numerous other vavieties of sea fish come to the city
regulavly, especially in the winter, when in a semi
frozen state they can be imported at a low rate of
freight, all are sold " at prices which place them
within the reach of he poorest. So much for fish,
and now let us inquire about another article of food
neeessary for good health and digestion, namely

FRUIT.

Manitoba is too young yet to have made any real
progress in fruit culture; but nature with her annual
abundant crop of wild strawberries, raspberries,
currants, plums, blue berries and other berry fruits
indieates clearly what can and will be done by culti-
vation in the future. For the present the province has
to depend mainly upon imports for its fruit supply, and
that supply is an abundant and wonderfully cheap one
in the city of Winnipeg. The city is peeuliarly situ-
ated in connection with the frait trade of North America.
It has a climate dry and cool compared with localities
cast and south and on the Pacific slope, and fruit gréen
and fresh will keep here long after it would be spoiled
in the country where it was raised. The consequence
is Winnipe%r is the dumping fruit market for a large
vortion of North America, and whenever a glut occurs
in any market, Winnipeg receives on consignment a
large share of the surplus, to be sold for what it will
bring, thus enabling such shippers to hold up their own
market. ‘This insures to the city of Winnipeg every
year a supply of the richest tropical and other fruifs at
abnormally low prices. A few months ago for in-
stance car lot after ear lot of beautiful luscious grapes
were thrown on this market, until this delicious fruit
was sold retail at 3 to 4 cents a pound or three halfpence
to twopence English.

It is'the same with all other classes of non keeping
fruits, while apples and fruits that will keep are very
reasonable, and only the better qualities ever reach
this market, the freight here on poor and good qualities
being the same, it does not pay to import poor goods.
Apples this past year, a year of short crop and con-
siderable scarecity; sold retail inWinnipeg at 34 10 €5 a
barrel of three bushels, but in ordinary years the
price ranges from $3 to 84, Such prices are certainly
not extortionate, and they show that the common
luxuries of life are within easy reach of the poor.
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It is needless to go over in detail all the table articles
required in a home, and the prices of groceries generally
can be guessed at by the reader, when we tell him or
her, that our newspapers carry advertisements of 20
pounds of pure white granulated sugar for one dollar,

ARTICLES OF CLOTHING.

In dry goods, clothing, boots and shoes, and other
articles of attire the prices will compare favorably with
those of cities of the same size in Eastern Canada, and the
extent and variety of stocks is something wonderful for
a city of the size of Winnipeg. The retail dry goods
stock worth §75,000 to 8100,000, or the stock of boots
and shoes worth $25,000, c . be found ia the city, so
that there can be no complaint about variety. Winni-
peg is cosmopolitan in its merchandise, and alongside
of home prodacts can be found those of Old England,
New England, the continent of Europe or of China or
Japan. Winnipeg is in a mercantile sense a city of
keen competition, and there is no line of trade in which
profits are not cut down to narrow margins, The mer-
chants are in no way inferior as business men to those
of any of the large eastern cities, and are able to com.
pete with suceess, even when the competition is keen.
So much for the mercantile, and now let us look at
Winnipeg as

A MONEY MARKET.

It is not the intention of the writer at present to treat
of the financial affairs of the commerce of Winnipeg.
Suflicient to say that its annual volume of over §35,000,-
000 of trade is attended to by ten branches of Canadian
chartered banks, between which competition, as in all
other lines of business, is keen, so that good commer-
cial paper finds ready discount at seven per cent and
even less,

In the early settlement of the greater portion of the
western part of this continent, scttiers felt keenly the
famine for money, and before the great American civil
war, which evolved the present system of national
banks ard national currency in the United States, the
settlers of those western states were often the victims
of a system of wild cat banking, by which enormous
rates of interest were extorted, while the people had
no security as to the value of the paper currency of such
banks, which supplied the bulk of the circulating
medium. The stories of how some early pioneers
were victimized and crushed arc heart rending, although
they are actual truth, )

The national bank and national currency system in
the United States has done much to wipe out these
financial sufferings of western pioneers. It has given
a currency the value of which cannot be called into
question, but it has utterly failed to put an 2nd to ex-
tortionate rates of interest. In some of the new west-
ern states at the present time, the farmers are groaning
under the insupportable burden of usury. States have
passed usury law after usury law, but have never passed
one which the unscrupulous money lender has not
been able to get around by some system of crookedness,
which cannot be brought within the limit of eriminal
law, but is powerful for the evasion of civil law. The
money chaser extorting 15 per cent interest and even
higher on landed mortgage security, and 25 and 30 per
cent on chattel mortgage security is quite a common
personage west of the Mississippi River, and he is
usunally a prosperous one. :

In Canada the scope for the operations of the money
lending shark bas always been more limited than in
the States, yet in the early days before the present

system of Canadian banking came into force, the
pioncers of Eastern Canada had to suffer severely from
n rious practices.

The present Canadian banKing system is unquesiion-
ably the safest and best in the world. It confines the
business of the banks so closely to commerce, that it
leaves the whole field of real estate mortgage invest-
ment open to other institutions organized. specially to
handle that kind of business. Thus the loan and mort-
gage companics of this Dominion have become
practically the real estatc bankers of the country, and
it is estimated, that such companies have out on mort-
gags throughout the Dominion not much less than
$20),000,000, a large proportion of which is foreign
capital’ imported for that very purpose.

Canadian loan and mortgage companies have pre-
served with their western business a system of economy
and contiol, which has not been carried out in connue-
tion with companies doing business in the Western
States. In the latter a local agent usually controlled
the business of his field, and while the company at head-
quarters in the cast seldom got an interest above 8 or
) per cent, hy system of commissions the local agent
generally contrived to sccure for his share at least half
as much as the company charged for interest, Thus
the borrower was robbed, and yet the investor from
whom his loan came did not reap an abnormally heavy
interest.

In Canada almost all loan and mortgage companies,
if their head offices are in the East or in Great Britain,
do their business in the Northwest through their own
cmployes in branch offices.  Thus the thievish
system of commissions never got any footing in Mani.
toba, and a loan at G, 7 or 8 per cent interest means 6,
7 or 8 per cent interest as the case may be, and nothing
more nor nothing less. To.day some of the best city
property in Winnipeg carries mortgages at 6 per cent
interest, while the rate on surrounding farm lands is
eight per cent, with secven in some exceptionally safe
instances.

There are at present doing business in Winnipeg
some fourteen regular loan or mortgage companies, with
resources varying from $250,000 to $5,000,000 each,
The financial resources for such’ business are therefore
ample to meet all demands, and in this line of business
as in others competition is keen, and rates consequently
moderate.

The monecy shark has never been able to secure a
permanent footing in Winnipeg, and those who in by-
gone years tried to establish themselves in the city
signally failed in so doing. Thiose who were wise shut
shop for want of business, and those who did business
had to take such a dangerous class of loans and securi-
ties, that in time they reached financial ruin. It is
safe to say that theve is no city of the west, either in
Canada or the United States, where the money lending
shark has been so effectually shutout. A fow Hebrew
pawnbrokers are all the city supports in that way, and
even these industrious and frugal sons of Abraham seem
to have a hard time to get along successfully.

Thus we sum up Winnipeg as a market. To sell in,
the farmers can at all times get ready cash and the
highest market price. To buy in, he can purchase
direct from the manufacturer in many instances, and
otherwise from keen business men, who bhave studied
commercial economy, and know how to reach success
on small profits. To borrow in, hecando 8o at a lower
rate of interest than he can in any city of the far west,
north or south of the 49th purallel of latitude,
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PROF. JouN GOOD-
FELLOW, of the Bow
and Bromley Institute,
England, after examin-
ing our flour writes :

“l have examined
“ this flour asto color,
“strength  aud  yield,
“against a large num-
“Der of high grades on
“the London Market,
“and in no case did |
“find it excelled aid
“ seldom equalifed.”
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Offices, MONTREAL, KEEWATIN.
PORTAGE LA FPRAIRIE,
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Keewatin, capacity 2,200 bls. per day.
Portage La Prairio, capacity 700 blis. per day.

—""MANUFACTURERS OF

High Grade—
FLOURS.
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@U/STOMERS have an Absolute Guar-
= antee that no Soft Wheat is used in
the manufacture of our CELEBRATEL -

FLOUR. All the wheat we grind is selected
Manitoba Hard.
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We are the only exclusive

Hard Wheat Millers
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who put any part of their product in wood, and our
We

have the largest and most complete cooperage

barrels are an advertisement in themselves.

attached to any Canadian Mill.
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CLOTHING,
FUR GOODS.
" SHIRTS.

Men’s Furnishings.

——e @

Manufactory 950 St. Lawrence St., Montreal.
WAREMOUSES ¢

MWINNIPEG, MAN. VANCOUVER, B. C.

‘}a»‘ﬁ«v‘ﬁ«r R R R RIS

The Martin, Bole & Wynne Gompany,

WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS,

WINNIPEG, - MAN.
We will be glad to answer any enquiry covering the

entire range of Drug Supplies. 'Una’er the presemt management

we aim to keep everything in demand in this country. - —.
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LIAMTITBD,

The Macpherson Fruit Co.

“Campbell.

—IMPORTERS OF—
CALIFORNIA
- AND =

FOREIGN

ORANGES, LEMONS, GRAPES,
APPLES, PEARS, PLUM3, NUTS AND VEGETABLES.
| $05090¢ ‘
WAREHOUSE :
2491 and 423 Main Street,
WINNIPEG, MAN.

We devote our whole time to one special line GREEN
FRUITS, and our Customers can always depend

on a supply when in season.

WHOLESALE

—&CGrocers.

AND TEA IMPORTERS,

PRINCESS STREET,

WINNIPEG, - - - MANITOBA.

i

ALSO AGENTS FOR

Wiliam Ferguson

3
g WHOLESALE.......

1 Liqmrs

o

BRANDON, MAN.

“Cigars|

W. W, SPRINGS, SHIRTS AND
OVERALLS, SPORTING SUITS,

Second Hand Tents Oftén- in Stock......

Sett]e_;'s' and Surveyor's Outfits.
Camping Outfits to Rent.
Orders Solicited. -Satisfaction Guaranteed.

|Emerson & Hague,

PROPRIETORS,
e 157 Thistle St.. Winnipeg.

“TrLRriioNR Gid.
Box 808.

ORDERS BY MAIL FiF.éE\ve PROMPT ATTENTION.
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OG!LVEE S
FLOUR

sl

HE NAME “OGILVIE” is its own guarantee

of quality. Thesebrands of flour are WARRAN- «

TED, and command the highest. ,price in all markets
by reason of their superior “strength” and * purity.”
The fact of other brands being represented to you as
made exclusively from the choicest selected wheat,
and offered at less money, is no guarantee of their
merit in comparison with OGILVIE'S FLOUR. Many
of the so-called and inferior brands of Patent Flour

on the.market to-day are made from the best wheat;
but the product mutilated and' killed in the process = RS

of manufacture. The fact.of building a-:mill,, putting
in the best machinery, and grinding only the best
wheat is no guarantee of quality.

Ogilvie’s Flour

stands pre-eminently alone in its- distinctive and
superior quality. ' '

ESTABLISHED 1802,
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A GREAT RAIL'WAY CENTRE,

T may be truthfully said that raitways make and
unmake cities. The great cities of the west have
been largely buiit up by the railways. Of course,
other advantages, such as geographieal position,

manutacturing advantages must not be overlooked.
Nevertheless it is true, that many promising places

have been destroyed by railways, while less favored
points have been buils ap to flourishing cities. The
tendency of railway building is to muitiply small towns
and build up & few large centres. 'This accounts for
the fact that many promising towns are injured by
railways. A town may have alarge section of coun-
try from which to draw trade. But in time railways
are built here and there through this seetion ; a num-
ber of new towns are started, which cut off the trade of
the older place. Towns depending on local trade are
thus frequently injured by railways, while the few com-
wmercial centres of a country are built up by the expan-
sion of trade, due to the general improvement of the
country from railway construction. While the multi-
plication of smaller towns tends to decrease the trade
of other local towns, they in turn act as feeders to the
wade of the larger commercial centres. Therefore,
railways have the tendeney of dividing up trade on the
one hand, and on the other hand their influence is to
concentrate business and create great commercial
centres.

For Winnipeg it may be fairly claimed that the city
will become a great railway centre. In fact it is hard-
ly neeessary to say ¢ will become,” for this city is al-
ready a railway centre of really great importance.
Only a few ycars ago the only means of reaching the
¢ity (then a hamlet) was by the prairvie trail or the
tortuous course by water afforded by the Red River.
Now there are about a dozen railways centering here,
with many hundreds of miles of railway tributary to
the city.

MANITOBA'S FIRST RAILWAY.

In the year 1880 the first railway reached Manitoba.
This was the $t. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba rail-
way, recently changed in name to the Great Northern,
which was extended northward from St. Paul, Minne-
sota, touching the Manitoba boundary at Emerson.
Previous to this time river steamers and Red River
carts were the means of travel. Long journeys were
made in Red River carts, in the early days. A journey
from Winnipeg to St. Pau), a distance of 500 miles, was
considered nothing remarkable a few years ago, by
this means of travel. St. Paul was the nearest market
for the Red River colonists for many years, and goods
were brought into the settlement either via the Hud-
son Bay or across the prairies from St. Paul. During
the scason of open navigation, flat boats and steamers
were used on the Red River, which shortened the
journey by land very greatly. Long trips, a thousand
miles or more, westward from Winnipeg were also
made with carts, these trips extending as faras Edmon
ton, and to the very base of the Rocky Mountains,

Railway construction represents development in all
iss branches ; the building up of towns and cities ; the
peopling of the great prairie with a thrifty and indus-
ttions population; the rapid extension of the agricultur-
&§, industrial and commercial interests of the country ;
the opening up of our rich mineral regions , in short 1t
means progress, with all that the word implies.

CENTERING AT \WINNIEEG.

The ecity of Winnipeg is the central pointof the great
railway system of Western Canada. Some of the lines
running into the city are connected with branch roads
at points outside, and are really equal to two sepavate
roads. Thus, for instance, the Pembina branch of the
Canadian Pacific is really two roads diverging into one
before the ecity is reached. There are two distinet
train services on this line running directly into the ¢ity.
One connects at the boundary with the Great
Northern railway, thus providing a through
service hetween Winnipeg and St. Paul; the other
branches off to Deloraine. ‘The same is the case with
the Morris-Brandon line, over a pertion of which a
through train service is run to Minneapolis, St. Paul
and Chicago, in addition to the local branch road be-
tween Winnipeg and Brandon. ‘The Manitoba and
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North Western railway also runs its trains into the city,
over a portion of the Canadian Pacific main line from
Portage la Prairie, so that while the exact number of
lines running into the city is nine, there are really
twelve scparate lines centering in Winnipeg. This
certainly gives the city the claim to be a railway centre
of importance.

There are four Pacific railways on the continent.
Three of themn have main lines centering at Winnipeg
—the Canadian Pacific, the Northern Pacific, and the
Great Northern. At no distant day a railway to I{ud-
son Bay and a railway to the Pacific Coast via the vast
and rich Saskatchewan valley will be built, and another
line to Lake Superior, terminating at Duluth, is a cer-
tainty within a year or two. These great trunk lines
with their feeders through the country will centre
here, and this city will become one of the

GREATEST RAILWAY CENTRES ON THE CONTINENT.

We said at the outset that railways make and un-
make cities. There is a time in the history of a city
when it becomes independent of railways in a sense.
Tustead of the city sceking the railways, the railways
are obliged to seek it. When a place becomes a re-
cognized centre for a large district of country, the rail-
ways arc obliged to build into that centre to obtain
traffic. Winnipeg may now be said to have fairly
reached that position. She has reached such a position
that it is in the interest of the railways o come into
the city, rather than to centre at outside points in the
vicinity. The construction of railways all over the
country, and the building up of many new towns, will
increase, ratherthan injure her commercial importance.
‘The geographical position of the city and the fact that
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Winnipeg will become the headquarters of w great
system of inland navigation, give further assurance of
what is in store.

In addition to the number of railways ruuning into
Winnipeg, the city is becoming an industrial centre for
raibway work and repairs.  The Canadian Pacific com-
pany cmploys a large number of men in its round
houses, machine shops, foundries, cte, heire. The
work shops of the company here are on & very exten-
sive seale, and are only surpa.sed in magnitude by two
or three other places in Canada, There are said to be
fifty miles of side track in the C. . R. yards in the city.
A number of men are also employed in the general
offices of the company here, which ave the headquarters
for the western division of the road.

The Northern Pacific and Manitoba has also made its
headquarters in the city. Extensive machine shops,
foundry, ecte., and a splendid depot building, general
offices and train shed have been erccted. The company
also has a magnificent hotel, which is one of the finest
buildings in Canada. The number of men already
cmployed in connection with railway work in Winni-
peg is sufliciently great to alone support a shriving
little ity of several thousand population, and the num-
ber must steadily inerease.

From cvery point of view the prospects of Winnipeg
as a greag railway centre are hright, and a great rail-
way centre means a great centre of commerce and
industry.

The engraving which accompanics this article shows
the railroads running into Winnipeg. All the railroads
shown are in operation except the Duluth and Winnipeg
and the Hudson Bay. A considerable portion of the
former has been completed at the eastern end. The
latter we cannot say is more than projected. The dis-
tance by rail from Winnipeg to Portage la Prairie is
56 miles. This will give an idea of the seale of the
map.

BUILDING IN WINNIPEG IN 1891,

I late years the growth of the city has been of a
steady and reliable character. The fact that
the year 1844 was less favorable in building
than 1893 may doubtless be accounted for by

the tinancial depression that has existed the world over.
There was less building in Winnipeg in 1804 than in
1893. Fewer residences of importance were erected,
the work in this line being confined chicfly to cottages
and houses of a small ¢lass.  An unfavorable feature in
connection with house building has been a manifest ten-
dencey to speculative building.  Only disaster ean fol-
low the continuance of this method, and in the best
interests of Winnipeg it is to be hoped that neither
capitalists or building socicties will allow themselves
to encourage this line of work. Prominent among the
more important buildings erected during the year have
heen the new court nouse, or rather its completion in
1894, at an expenditure of 33,000, and vepresenting a
total cost of £72,000. The Ottawa bank was also finished
during the past year.  The total cust of the building
was about #60,000, and rather more than half of this
was expended on the work in 1894, The Davis block
of stores was crected at a cost of 320,000: alterations
were made in.the Union bank, amounting to $10,000 :
buildings for water works purposes were erected at a
cost of £13,000. There was alsv creeted in 18941 St.
George’s Chureh, - Lpiscopal), brick vencer and stone
foundation ; basement used for Sunday School purposes:
cost 212,000, The Nurses' Iome in connection with the

General Hospital, solid brick and stone foundation, two
storeys and finished basement and attic.  St. Andrew’s
chureh, (Presbyterian), was erected at a cost of from
585,000 to 240,000 ; materials used, stone and brick.
A work of marked importance in 1804 was the Wesley
College erected at a cost of 875,000 ; materials used Cal-
gary stone backed with brick, slate roof. Compared
with 1893 no remarkable change has oceurred. in the
labor market. Skilled labor commands as gool a wage
as in 1893, whilst unskilled labor has shown a slight
decline. Brick and stone were cheaper in 1844 than in
1893, materials in use in wood-work holding unaltered.
Brick, stone and steel are coming into inercased nse in
building in Winnipeg. \

MANITOBA'S GRAIN TRADI

UR grain export trade may be said todate from
1881. Some wheat shipments were made in
carlier vears, but the trade did not amount to
anyvthing of importance until after the coun-
try was opened up by the adveut of railways. Even
carly in the eighties, after an outlet by rail had been
provided, the exports of grain were very small, as the
large influx of settlers in those years led to an in-
creased home consuwption. The new settlers could not
become producers for a couple of years, until they
could get their farms in condition, so that exports did
not begin to expand much until 1884 or 1885. Previous
to the completion of the first rajilway outlet, a few thou-
sand bushels of wheat were shipped out via the Red
River to Fargo,and thenee east via the Northern Pacific.
The first shipment made in this way we have a record
of, was in 1887, when about a carload was shipped as
an experiment. In 1881, the first year in which ship-
ment could be made by rail, about a quarter of & million
hushels were shipped from Manitoba. From the last
mentioned date there has been a steady inerease in the
wheat area every year, with the exception of the year
1892, The decrease in the area that ycar was owing
to a combination of unfavorable weather conditions,
which rendered it impossible for the farmers to get
ahead as fast as usual with their work. The following
statistics will show the crop area and wheat exports for
a series of years.

Year. Area acres. Export bushels.
1886............ B1SH 1 § I 4,000,000
1887 ... ... CA82,184. .l 10,500,000
1888............ Norecord ......... 4,000,000
1889............ 623245............ 4,500,000
1890............ 716058, .. ... ..., 11,500,000
1891............ 916,664............ 14,000,000
1892 ............ 875,990, . ..., ...... 14,000,000
1893.......h.t. 1,003,640...... ..... 12,000,600
1894 ... el 1,010,186, . .......... 15,000,000

Exports above include flour reduced t its equivalent
in bushels of wheat. Exports fiom the crop of 1894
are not completed vet, but will approximate very
closely the estimate given.  ‘The big bulge in exports
in 1887 is due to an enormously heavy crop harvested
in that year, while in the two following years the ex-
port surplus was reduced by drought. With 2 crop
equal in yield per acre to that of 1887, Manitoba would
now export over 20,000,000 bushels of wheat.

The crop of 1894 shows 76 per cent. No. 1 hard, from
the returns of the Winnipeg inspecetor. In 1893 about
33 per cent. graded No. 1 hard.  These are hoth years
of high average quality. In 1886, the inspection re-
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turns showed 61 per cent. No, 1 hard. 'These arc the

three highest records sinee the inspeetion system was

established.

Manitoba is well supplied with ctevators for handling
and storing the grain crops. The following will show
the elevator capacity, including storage elevators at
IFort Witliam, Port Arthur, Keewatin, Winnipeg and all
interior country points, for a series of years :

Years. Capacity bushels.
1800 t.ivii ittt ... 7,628,000
1891 ........ e e 10,366,800
1 11,167,100
1893 ....... R e eee.. 11,817,100
1894 (... e e ... 12,000,000

The present year, 1895, will add considerably to the
clevator capacity at interior points, as aboug thirty new
clevators arc already announced to be built this year.
These will be the usual sized couutry elevators, for
taking in grain from farmers. Tt is also likely that two
or three large storage elevators will also be built this
year, two having been already announced.

BRITISII COLL’QIBIA IN 1894,

OPWITHSTANDING the prevalent unrest and
depression there was noticable progress in many
lines of trade during the year 1894.

Our Southern neighbors were convalescent
after the crisis of 1803 before the hard times reached
British Columbia.

Fortunately the impending trouble was anticipated.
Chartered banks and other financial institutions took
the initiative, and restricted credit, which has since
settled into a permanent policy, necessitating a general
retrenchment in all branches of trade in the province.

Wholesale liouses were compelled, not unwillingly, to
place a limit on their line of credit, with the result that
the business of 1894, though run on a safer basis, did
not assume the proportions of that of the preceding
year.

The number of failuves during 1894 were very large,
but as a rule were confined to the small trading elass,
whosc time and labor was their chief capital. Upon
the whole the commeteial interests of this province bave
borne up well under the severe trial. The timely
lesson in cconomy taught to the trade by the banking
institutions of British Columbia have wade our business
tirms more hopeful and imparted to them a conserv-
atism in trade which was lacking in 1893. In the
spring of 18935, should the signs of the times warrant it,
the very large number of dormant enterprises will re-
eeive the spark of financial life and the trade of the
province will expand. Should the monied iunstitutions,
however, seal their coffers up for another season. the
provinee will be compelled to bide their time for the
succeeding twelve months. In this connection, it has
often been asked : « With British Columbia’s marvellous
resources, with her numerous enterprises in full eper-
ation, and the large amount of foreign capital invested
in their development, why should she be passing through
a period of depression?™ The answer usually given
is that our resources are being developed largely by
outside capital on which we pay a fabulous interest
connnission to Juropean and American capitalists for
doing business in our country, which so seriously
affects the profits of the different enterprises that the
province is handicapped in extending her trade and
supplying work for the laboring classes, which sinee
federation have been flocking to her shores.

.

In the year preceding 1894 speeulation largely in-
terested commereial cirveles, but again the wholesome
stringency in the money market crushed the life out of
the gambling spirit which has become & menace to the
provinee : but * real estate booming” is a thing of the
past on the Canadian Pacitic Coast, and is no longer
classed as a legitimate enterprise. In real estate a
large number of sales have been reported during the
year, but the purchases were made mostly for homes
and business houses. One of the startling features of
the year, the result of over speculation, has been the
many sales under powers contained in mortgages, in
which the mortgagees have under necessity been the
purchasers for the purposes of sclf proiection.  As has
been so often noticed in other new countries the de-
pression in real estate was followed by an increased
attention to mining matters.

MINING.

A large number of mining companies were incor-
porated last year, especially for the purpose of working
territory along the Eraser River, the Cariboo country,
and West Kootenay. Upon these claims large amounts
have been expended. It is not incorrect to say that in
1894 there were greater indications of a large genuine
development in mining than in any previous year since
federation. Gold mining has revived in the interior,
while silver mining, the younger industry, has made
a very distinet advance, notwithstanding the unpre-
cedented decline in the value of the white metal.
During the past year numerous schemes were set afloat
for dredgng the rivers for gold, and a large amount of
money was spent on machinery. It would not be wise
to review the success of these enterprises as they ave
as yet in their infancy.

The two mines whieh are ereating the most attention
now are the «Horsfly ” and *¢Cariboo,” hoth situated
in the Golden Cariboo country. They are to be exten-
sively developed in 1895 by a very large outlay of
capital. It is not too much to say that the sucecess of
mining this yecar depends to some cxtent on the way
these particular enterprises pan out, for the attention of
capitalists all over the civilized world have been di-
rected to them and enormous returns have been pre-
dicted. )

The Similkameen gold bels is also creating consider-
able favorable comment, the ore being mixed with
platnum is particularly rich. During the past season
the gold shipped out of the province by the various
banks amounted to $381,000. The West Kootenay
silver mines are the richest in North Ameriea, and can
in many cases be worked at a profit, when mines less
fortunately situated are closed for repairs.

In 1894 West Kootenay shipped silver, goid, copper
and lead valued at $77,000. In the shipments of gold
no account is taken of the gold mined by Chitzamen who
secrete their dust and understate the result of the:r
labor, To give an idea of the richness of some of the
mines in Kootenay, it might be said shat the *Slocan
Star,” with a vein of from four to five feet, essays from
100 to 150 ounces, whilst the * Jisher Maiden™ with a
fifteen inch vein, averages 500 ounces to the ton.

To facilitate trade in the mining interior, the Local
Legislature, the Canadian Pacific Railway and the B. C.
Telephone Company have been busily at work during
the past twelve months. Besides this the smelter at
Pilot Bay, costing over half a million dollars, has just
been completed and will be made to handle four hun-
dred and fifty tons a day.
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At present the Kootenay and Slocan countries are the
largest ore producing sections in the provinee, from ten
to twelve thousand tons having been shipped from these
mines to the smelters in the past twelve months and
large quantities are still going out. It is expected that
the early influx of people to that part of the provinece
will be larger than ever and that employment will be
found for them in prodwecmg and handling these ores.

The Nakusp & Slecan Railway, completed last year,
runs from Nakusp right up to the Slocan mines, Three
IPorks and New Denver being the principal shipping
points, to where telephone and telegraph lines have also
been built, the telegraph lines conneceting the main
wires from Vancouver. Telegraph wires have also
been extended to Nelson and Kootenay.

A branch road has been built conneeting Revelstoke
with differens points on the Columbia. It is now in run-
ning order for 18 miles and it is expected that it will
be continued to the head of Arrow Lake next summer,
to facilitate the handling of ores and freight with the
two districts mentioned abeve. Large shipments of
ores have also gone forward to the Pacific Coast smel-
ters, which will be continued this season.

To turn the tide of trade toward British Columbia
and keep it there the Provincial Government have built
a good wagon road from Penticton, south of Okanagan
Lake, to the boundary line passing through all the
different towns and mining camps between these points.

There is a prevailing impression in Vancouver min-
ing cireles, that a syndicate of Welsh capitalists is
seriously considering the copper possibilities of British
Columbia.

Inspired by the partial success of the French copper
corner and having learped wisdom by its eventual
collapse, the Yankee copper kings, it is said, contem-
plate cornering this metal in the States, and as they
have immense capital at their command, they feel con-
fident of success. Rumor has it that it is the purpose
of the Welsh syndicate to get hold ot all the copper
mines in British Columbia, and subsequently reap a
rich barvest by being the only copper cormapany out.
side the copper monopoly in America. It is also stated
in the same connection that a smelter is to be built in
Vancouver or vacinity at an early date at which all
ores will be treated.

In 1894 business wis stimulated on the Mainland
owing to the shipments of large consignments of sup.
plies to the differeat mining camps, particularly those

situated on the Fraser and in Cariboo. This branch of

business is not pushed into Koutenav. Spokane and
Winnipeg control the trade of this prosperous seetion
of the country.

COAL.

In 1894 the Island coal mines turned out 983,000
tons, against 848,000 tons, the product of the year 1893,
These figures unfortunately do not indicate prosperity
and progress in this important industry. The coal trade
of the province is at present in an unhealthy condition.
A rather ominous cloud has appeared on the horizon,
presaging trouble in the near future.

American papers recently complained of the Comox
mines employing cheap Mongolian labor which enabled
that company to undersell them in San [Francisco.
This statement was found to be quite correct. The
Mongolian collier affair, however, is a two-edged sword,
for it also seriously interferes with the business of the
Nanaimo colleries, the Vancouver and Wellington
mine companies, who employ some four or five thou.

sand white miners, and are the mainstay of the thriving
town of Nanaimo. The men on being confronted with
the state of affairs, coupled with the fact that a general
depression prevailed, consented to an extension of time
on a cut in wages made some months ago. But the
matter was of such great moment that a letter was
written to a prominent official of the Nanaimo miaes,
from a business standpoint, asking that gentleman if he
would be kind enough to cxpress his views on the
vexed question. Iis answer was rather startling ; in
brief, it was to the cifect that his companies could not
successfully compete with the mines employing Mon-
golian labor. They had but one of two alternatives
ard the inevitable would soon take place. They must
either convinee tae Comox people that it would be to
their interests to employ none but white colliers, or
failing this they would be forced into employing Mon.
golian laboer themselves. They did not intend to mine
coal at a loss, or close up the pits. The result if the
second alternative was adopted would be disasterous
and far reaching. Five thousand white men would bLe
thrown out of employment and their places filled by
Mongolians. Most of the white colliers have familics
and at least 10,000 pcople would be upon the provinee
and a menace to the community. The men say they o
not fear such a calamity. They are drawing good
wages now, however, and are well nourished and may
not feel the lash until it is upon them.

Faets like these show that the ery ¢f Mongolian im-
migration being injurious to the country is not clap
trap, but a warning that is of vital concern to the
province. When the worst comes restrictive legislation
will be demanded by the clamouring working men of
the province. llappily matters may be adjusted in
time, for the Local House have shown by recent legis.
lation, that they favor Mongolian restrictions. Asa
preliminary measure Japanese have been excluded
from the provineial voters list, for which Chinese and
Indians were not eligible. With facts like these before
us, surely Canada will not have the temerity to join in
the Japanese treaty.  British Columbia, at all events,
docs not want a Japanese colony on her shores, the
white laburers having a bhard enough time as it is in
the struggle for existance. We do not care to extend
the rights of citizenship to Japanese in gencral, we
have more than enough of the Oriental cooley element
as it is, which may yet without being augmented drive
the white laborers away from the coast and cause ur-
rest and trouble.

To partially offset the rathér gloomy foreecast, there
are good indications at Sumas and various other points
of future outputs of coal, while the Anthracite article has
already been established in trade on the Mainland for
domestic uses.

LUMBER INTERESTS.

In the working of the timber limits last scason there is
little to chronicle. Lack of capital and meagre de-
mand for lumber prevented the limits being cut ex-
tensively.

The Moodyville logging railroad has been rumming
for some time and directly cheapens the labor of getting
out logs, besides being of considerable interest as a
very suceessful piece of modern engineering.

The large cut of shingles has teen marketed here and
at Puget Sound. Priees have ruled steady bus low.

In 1894 the Alberni paper mills began to secure a
good position in the trade and have steadily increased
in favor. They will no doubt follow the example of
the Everett mills in placing their product in Australia.
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One three-masted schooner has been iaunched at
tralse Creek, and the Local Legislature has been asked
to subsidize ship building for the purpose of encour.’
aging the trade in the provinee.

The lumber milling companies interests suffered in
1894, but conditions have reeently improved and theve
are prospects of greater and more numerous shipments
in the fature. One of the caunses of depression is not
difticult to trace. The larger milling concerns, with a
view to crowding out thc smaller ones, carried on &
Kilkenny-cat style of business until it lovked at one
time as if nothing would be left of them, and the lum.
ber trade on the Coast was partially paralyzed, and in
some cases advances were made by the banks to tide
the milling companies over the hard times, but the
worst is over, a better feeling prevails, and it is antici-
pated that & new scale of living prices will shortly be
adopted.

The removal of the tarift’ on British Colambia lumber
bas also stimulated trade. As our lumber is superior
to that of the Puget Scund, the British Columbia article
is now being shipped to San Francisco, eight shiploads
for California having already gone forward since the
first of the year. The British Columbia export tor the
year 1894 was valued at $407,000.

FISH.

For a number of years companies have been tenta-
tively embarking in the halibut business, with little, if
any, snceess.  Not until 1894 were the Fish Kings of
Boston and New York induced to try their hand, with
the result that they have met with eminent success.

Through their agents, and the local eompanies, they
have put three steamers into service that are now land-
ing regular cargoes of such immense size that the com-
panies san swamp the large Eastern markets at will.
The gains are enormous, but at present the Americans
are getting the cream of the profits, though enough is
left to substantially benefit the province.

The halibut steamers make the round trip to Queen
Charlotte Sound and return in eight days. Icing and
packing their fish immediately on catehing them, they
ship them East by train on the day of their arrival,
sometimes as high as four carloads at a time.

Last year the Trescott Fishing Company. a firm of
Americans, made large profits and left considerable
money in the province by tinding a market for Fraser
River sturgeon. The Iederal Government, however,
placed restrictions on sturgeon fishing and the industry
was stopped. ¢ is more than probable, however, that
these restrictions will he modified and the sturgeon
industry will be again revived.

The new salmon canneries of 1394 met with splendid
suceess during the scason just closed, whilst the older
ones had a fairly successful year. The total pack was
193,000 cases, the largest, with the exception of 1893,
of any previous year. Three hundred thousand cases
have gone to Liverpool, ninety-six thousand to London,
fifteen thonsand to Australia, and the rest to Eastern
Canada.

The season commenced late, and Government regu-
lations cut it prematurely short. or the pack would have
beeu as large as 1893,

Stocks of salmon are depleted on the other side, and
next year prices will rule higher. )

Three more canneries are being buijlt on the Fraser.

The visit of Hon. Charles Tupper has been fruitful
of beneficial resulis to the industry, and prospects for
1845 are very god.

SEALING.

In 1894 sixty scaling vessels, employing 1336 men,
brought home 94,473 skins, the largest catch in the
history of the trade on the Canadian Pacific Coast. The
dull times, however, prevailing in the States and Lon-
don where the big buyers congregate, coupled with the
high price paid to hunters during the season, made the
catch a less profitable one than that of 1893, when
there were only 70,300 seals taken.

It is said that in the coming season the wages of
hunters will be reduced all around and the business
conducted as economically as possible.

The prospects of the sealing industry are brighter
than the Canadian sealers would have us believe. It
is natural that they should make out that their interests
were very adversely affected by restrictions in order
to prevent their being further haundicapped by addi-
tional threatened regulations.

EXPORTS —SHIPPING, ETC.

Seventeen months ago the steamer line between
Vancouver and Australia was inaugurated, since that
time the amount of freight handled both ways has
gradually increased until at the present time there ave
full cargoes and to spare, to and from the Antipodes.
In fact lately hundreds of tons of freight have been
refused at both ends by the steamers on the line.

The same may be said of our business with the
Orient.

The three palace steamers, Empresses China, Japan
and India, with eapacities of 3,500 tons, during 1894
went out with fair cargoes, and came back with full
ones, while since the war the cargoes out have been
full to overflowing, and the return cargoes have also
been very large. Until our capacity for carrying
freight has been increased. the trans-pacilic trade
leaves nothing to be desired. As an indication of this,
the Puget Sound papers are expressing alarm at our
constantly growing trans.shipment trade.

There are now in Australia a number of lcading
business men representing large factories, arranging
for the introduction of their Canadian made goods into
the Australian market, while one or more representa-
tives of Canadian factories go to Australia by each boat.

The exports from British Columbia during 1894 were
valued at 87,285,000, while the imports were $4,588,000.

Within the past year there has been a noticeable
inerease in the shipping of the Province.

During 1894 there were 63 new companies registered,
27 with headquarters at Vancouver, 12 at Victoria and
11 foreign, the rest being registered from Westminster,
Nanaiiao and the Interior.

Capt. Jno. Irving, of the Canadian Pacitic Navigation
Company, is actively a work establishing a steamboat
line between Victoria, Vancouver and Mexico. An
agent of the proposed company is in Mexico arranging
with the authorities, for the clearing of vessels of the
new line. Thus trade is to be diverted from the old
channels to Canada’s great new land on the Pacitic.
Vietoria, Vancouver, Seattle and T'acoma capitalists will
be at the back of the venture.

Our shipping companies and their connections will
now reach San Irancisco, Puget Sound, Honolulu,
Australia, (and by branch lines to London) Japan,
China, Fiji, Mexico, while our lumber is_shipped to
almost every port in the world.

PrEMIUM ON SHrpriNG.—The bonus is to be six
dollars a ton on all vessels built of over 400 tons. The
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cost of carrying lumber in wooden vessels such us would
be built, would be fromn two-thirds to three-fourths less
than by foreign built iron vesscls chartered abroad.
The tonage being much cheaper as the vessels would
be built at less cost than wooder. vessels carrying more
to the ton than iron vessels. The whole lumber carry-
ing trade of Puget Sound is done by Ameriean built
wooden ships.

OVERLAND FREIGHT.

Notwithstanding the financial depression and the
unfortunate floods, British Columbia business on the
Pacific division of the Canadian Pacific Railway has
kept ap very well, comparing at least most favorably
with the overland freight business at different points on
the Puget Sound.

CATTLE.

In the “bunch grass” there has been a prosperous
year, cattle were rounded up in splendid condition and
the quantity of winter feed on hand guarantees their
safety for the winter.

AGRICULTURE, ETC.

1894 will be always known as the year of the floods.
To the farmers of British Columbin it was a season of
disappointment.

As yet the agricultural interests are not large and the
damage on that account is not so widely extended and
disasterous as might be inferred by some of the reports
published in the newspapers, It is, however, serious
enough and caused temporary embarrasment to some
of the rural municipalitics. The trcuble, however, is
of a temporary nature, the assets being at least $20
to §1.

The farmers in the high lands did fairly well, while
the Asheroft farmers, as in previous years, arc receiv-
ing immense prices for their fine quality of potatoes.
This commodity being held firm at $17.50 a ton on the
track ; 522 in Vancouver. The Fraser Valley article is
of an mfenor quality, and biings $14 a ton. Ilops have
not been a suceessful erop and are still in the experi-
mental stage.

The first butter ard cheese factory in the province
has been established at Chilliwack with every prospect
of success. It is an astonishing fact that with our
millions of acres of land we sent out of the province
last year for butter, cheese and condensed milk alone,
over £600,000.

Advance was made in 1894 by the fruit growers and
agricultural conventions, information being widely
distributed and ways and means exhaustively discussed,
with the result that the farmers will more intelligently
till the soil and the province at an early date will be
able to supply her own wants. Trucking and market
gardening has certainly received an impetus throngh
these conventions, and there is talk of establishing a
number of dairies throughout the province.

Numerous dyking works have been completed or con-
tinued in the Fraser Valley during the past year. A
comprehensive scheme of permanent dyking is under
discussion, and the Government are making extensive
surveys to that end so that at an early date it is likely
that the valley will be protected from the disasterous
results occasioned by the floods of June.

In many cases the land in British Columbia is ex-
ceptionally hard to clear or-else costly to drain or irri-
gate as the case may require, and settlers without means
are often obliged to live for 18 months before they get

.

their farms on a paying basis, What we want are
settlers experienced in mixed farming with a capital of
82,5600 to $5,000. It is no exaggeration to say that for
such a class of immigrants there are openings and
opportunities. 200 or 300 could bLe easily accommo-
dated with good livings near the cities. The home
market is not one tithe supplied at the present time.

The Local Leygislature recently disposed of.a number
of small holdings at casy terms to scttlers at Burnaby,
near Vancouver. Some fitty settlers took up the land
and in a féw ronths most of it was cleared, cottages
built and promising embryo farms, each of a fcw acres,
were established.  All are reported progressing. They
will keep cows, raise poultry and grow roots and small
frait. Their eggs will bring from 40 to 50c,, blitter a
correspondingly high figure, und fowls an exceptionally
high price. The small fruit crop was very profitable
last year with the exception of plums, which were a
failure. Apples, strawberries and prunes gave large
returns.

BUSINESS IN THE CITIES,

In the cities there is the usual amount of poverty,
nothing extraordinary. There are not as many seek-
ing charity as last winter, but there is scarcely room
for the army of carpenters, bricklayers, stone cutters
and laborers. They immigrated to the provinee when
cities wanted whole streets with buildings intact made
to order, and have staid through many reverses to a
period when comparatively little in the building line is
going on, and wages have been reduced by almost
half, and when streets have been paved, sewers and
water mains laid and public works are virtnally at a
standstill.

Speaking generally 1894 was moderately prosperous,
while the prospects for the present year are bright. A
new era in mining will very probably be inaugurated.
The lumber trade is looking up. Besides the promised
profitable canning season, fresh salmon are to be ship-
ped direct from Vancouver to London in refrigerator
steamers. The coal difficulty will, it is hoped, be set-
tled. Our trans-Pacific trade will require more steam-

ers to accommodate the freight. Deep sea fishing will
be largely developed and extended, while the Dominion
and Provincial Governments have promised to protect
the Fraser Valley from floods, cnabling agricultural
interests 10 be carried on with more safety and profit
than ever betore. Then the proud boast of the Termi-
nal city emblazoned on her commercial coat of arms,
may be truthfully applied to the province of British
Columbia :

“ Ry see and land we prosper.”

Westminster, IMebruary 11, 1895, -

THE EAST SASKATCHEWAN COUNTRY.

g0 part of Western Canada has attracted more
§ attention during the Jast two years than the
Great Saskatchewan Region. The country is
4 & pamed after the great river, which drains an
area vast enough for a great inland centre,

The North Saskatchewan, for there are two branches
of the great river, is the portion we refer to more par-
ticularly. ‘Ihis portion of the river passes through a
rich agricultural and pastuxal country for its entire
length, and it is to this region that a large numaber of
settlers have found their way during recent years,

The accompanying map will give a general idea of
the extent of the Saskatchewan Valley. The first rajl-
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way reached the North Saskatehewan in the year 1890.
"This is the road shown on the map as extending from
Regina to Prince Albert. The distance from Winnipeg
is 357 miles to Reging, and 247 wiles from Regina to
Prince Albert, or a total distance of 604 miles from
Winnipeg to Prince Albert. In 1892 a railway from
Calgary to IFdmonton was completed, making the
seccond road to reach the North Saskatchewan. The
distance to the Seskatchewan by this route is as
follows : From Winnipeg to Calgary, 840 miles, and
from Calgary to Edmonton, 192 miles, or a total of
1,032 miles. The Manitoba and Northwestern Rail-
way, also shown on the map, is not completed yet to
the North Saskatchewan, but will eventually reach the
great viver. This road is completed as far northwest
as Yorkton, a distance of 279 miles from Winnipeg.

g

town. North of Prince Albert is a great lumber atea,
which will do much in the future toward making
Prince Albert a manufacturing and industrial centre.
Sach of these towns, as well as the town of Battleford,
were established before the advent of the railways.
I'ort Saskatchewan, some distance below Iidmonton, is
also a promising point. Several other settlements have
been established along the river, all of which cxpeet
to become thriving cities some day in the future.
Regarding the great rviver itself, it may be safely
ranked with the largest rivers in the world. The
name means in Indian *rapid water.” The river is
divided into two main branches, known as the North
and the South Saskatchewan. "hese branches each
rise in the Rocky Mountains, and after flowing hund-
reds of miles, are unite in one stream some miles
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Sinee the opening of the North Saskatchewan country
by the railways mentioned, a large stream of immi-
gradion has been pouring in at both Prince Albert and
lidmonton ; out a country so vast in extent; affording
room for millions of settlevs, will not be fairly well settled
for many years tocome, even at a more rapid rate of
influx than has taken place the past two years.

The principal points ¢n the North Saskatchewan are
the towrs of Prince Albert and Edmonton. Both of
these places ave thriving commercial centres. Edmon-
ton is on the route of trade and travel to the great
Mackenzie River country, a vast region to the North,
which is the principal fur-yielding territory of this
continent. Ior this vast region Edmonton is the base
of supplies, which promises well for the future of the

below Prince Albert.  In their course cach of the
branches receives the waters of many tributary rivers
and streams. The general course of the North Saskat-
chewan is easterly, and the same is true of the South
braneh, though from a point about north of Swift
Current, a station on the main line of the Canzdian
Pacific railway, the latter stream takes a turn to the
north, and Aows in a notherly direction fer about 300
miles. until it unites with the North branch. The
course of the river after the union of the two branches,
is also Easterly, untilits waters are emptied into Lake
Winniveg. Lake Winnipeg has its outlet through the
Nelson river into Iludson Bay.

The length of thé North Saskatchewan is about 1,000
miles from its source to the juncture with the South
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branch. ‘The South river is about the same length.
The length of the main river after the union of the two
branches is about 300 miles. Thus the main stream
and ecither of the branches would be about 1,300 wiles.
These distances are estimated, the exact length of the
river not being known. With the Nelson river. which
is a continuation of the same water course, about 100
miles or more would be added.

The Saskatchewan river is destined to become a
great artery of commerce. As nature made it, it
possesses maghnificent navigable stretches. ‘The main
stream is navigable itsentire length, the only serious
obstruction being at Grand Rapids, near Lake Win-
nipeg. The North branch is navigable as far as
Edmonton, a distance of 8J0 miles from the mouth of
the river at Lake Winnipeg. On the South branch
steamers have run as far as Lethbridge, in Alberta
territory, 800 or 900 miles from the mouth, though
navigation on the South river is more precarious.
Little or nothing has been done toward improving the
river, and with some expenditure the navigable value
of the Saskatchewan could be vastly increased. Steam-
ers have run between Lake Winnipeg and Edmonton
for years, connecting at the lake with steamers for
Winnipeg. This was the great artery of commierce
through the country before the advent of railways.
Steamers ran from Winnipeg or Selkirk, on the Red
viver, to Lake Winnipeg, and down the lake to the
mouth of the Saskatchewan., Goods were transferred
by a short tram railway around the rapids near the
mouth of the river to the steamers on the Saskatchewan,
and were diswit ated by the latter steamers to points
along the river a3 M as Edmonton. Since the con-
struction of the Canadian Pacitic railway, a good deal
of freight for the northern country has been carried
westward on the railway to Qu'Appelle, Swift Current,
Calgary and other points, and thence hauled across the
country, by horses and oxen to its destination,
Steamers, however, have continued to run on the river
as usual, duving the season of navigation. The Sas-
katchewan river, taken in connection with Lake Win-
nipeg, the Red viver and other tributary water
stretehes, forms one of the greatest systems of inland
navigation in all the world.

The North branch of the Saskatchewan opens about
the 20th of April.  D. Peterson, of Prince Albert, has
noted down the following dates of the opening of the
river, inthe years named: In 1884 the ice went out on
April 23; in 1885 on April 9: in 1886 on April 16 in
1887 on April 13 in 1888 on April 29; in 1889 on
April 21, On the South branch the ice breaks up from
ten days to two weeks carlier. The highest water is
wsually in June, July and August, when the melting
snows in the mountains have their influence upon the
stream. .

The most important feature about the Saskatehewan
river is the very vast and wonderful territory through
which it rans. It can be claimed without fear of con-
wradicetion, that it drains a larger avea of fertile country
than any other river in the British mpire. There is
room for millionsof people in the country (yet almost
uninhabited) tributary to the river. Nations could
exist in the country drained by this mighty river.
EFunough wheat could be grown in its valley to supply
the United Kingdom. ‘That the valley of the North
Saskatchewan may vet beecome the centre of population
in Canada, is a prophecy not unlikely to be fulfilled.
Gold is washed from its sands, and coal is dug feom its
banks at points hundieds of miles apart. The finest

COMMERCIAL.

wheat in the world is grown in its valley. This is not
a random statement. A sample of wheat grown at
Prince Albert, on the North Saskatehewan, during the
summer of 1890, was pronounced by experts to whom
it had been sent, to be the finest spring wheat they had
ever seen.

The South Saskatchewan runs principally through
an open plain country, devoted to ranching. The
North Saskatchewan and the northern portion of the
South branch, runs through a mixed prairie and timber
country. The northern stream may be said to be the
centre of the great fertile belt, which stretches from the
Lake of the Woods in a northwesterly direction to the
Rocky Mountains. This is the region of deep, black
soil, of great productiveness: the region of luxuriant
vegetation. The rich natural prairie grasses here
produce abundant fodder, for winter or summer use,
for unlimited numbers of grazing animals. No labor
is requived to cultivate hay feed for stock. Valuable
forests exist at points along the main stream and its
tributaries, which furnish fine lumber for building.
There is here the richest virgin land in the world for
cultivation, abundance of feed for stoek, wood and coal
for fuel, brick clays, limestone and timber for buillling,
pure water readily obtainable, and a remarkablie
healthy climate. This in brief gives the natural
advantages of the North Saskatchewan valley. What
more could be required ? Those in search of a home
are invitedito come in and possess this land which has
now been openel up to the outside world.

The Saskatchewan river at Prince Albert has been
said by a traveller to resemble the Danube of Europe.
Adventuresome sravellers who have made a trip along
the North Saskatchewan in times past, some in open
boats, have been wild with delight in their descriptions
of the country and scenery. Imagine & rviver flowing
for 1,000 miles and more through a park-like counsry,
with its meadows and clumps of trees; vegetation
luxuriant on every hand, and the banks decorated
to profusion with the flowers of the praivie. llere are
no masses of rock, nor towering cliffs, leaping water
falls, nor fouming cascades. IHere is simply a vast
suceession of quiet loveliness, vendered doubly sublime
by its loneliness. This was the picture presented to
the pioncer travellers along the great Saskatchewan.
The residences of the few settlers, who are the prede-
cessors of the millions yet to come, indieate the coming
tide of population. We cannot wonder, then, that the
few adventuresome travellers who saw this country
before even the few residences of the pionecer settlers
had made their appearance. should have left such
glowing descriptions of the country. What thoughts
must have pressed upon these adventurers, coming as
some of them did from crowded centres of population,
when they beheld this vast region, so homelike and
inviting, yet awfui in its loneliness. 1In the struggle
for existence --growing keener and keener in the
crowded countries of the old world—the weaker were
being crushed under foot, while here was and is a
productive Jand where millions may make their homes.

ENCOURAGE IIOME MANUFACTURE,

NE of the principal manutacturing establishments
of Winnipeg is the business carried on by Emer-
son & Iague, who manufacture overalls, mat-
tresses, woven wire mattresses, tents, awnings,

etc. Al through the dull winter season this firm has
cemployed thirty-five hands and they expect to increase
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WilY are thay the
bcsuolm) and WHY
QQI’ do dealers profer
these to all othe rs?

1st. Decausethey are the most modem,

l2nd. Becau'se they are the most economical in
gl

8rd. Beconse they arc the most d sirable.

ith, Becanze they give better results in
operation.

tth. Becauae they sre made from the best
materms and workmanship.

6th. Because they are Proiuo o in the largest

and best equipp d worke in the Dominlon, pro-

gggidng for the milliona the hest avd cheapest
s

FAMOUS ACYIVE RAN .

FAMOUS MAGNET—-For Waod.
)
will shortl call on the
our Tl’avaners trade (oiv thelr Spring
requirements in the above, and our lines in
Stameed Ware, Picced Tinware and Tinsmith's

Supplles, with our latest preductions and noseltles
in other lines,

McCLARY MANUFACTURING CO.,

529 MAIN STREET,
WINSIPEG, - - MANITOBA.

London, Toronto, Muntreal, Winnipeg
and Vancouver, o

Donald Fraser & Co.,

4+ WHOLESALE

CLOTH

Hats, Caps and Straw Goqu.

‘PRINCESS ST.

‘and N.W.T.

. s, wmmpmd,-

Son & Coiy

Hh

1

==

gil}

MANITOBA.

Scott Furniture Co,

(Late of Scott & Leslie)

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
ORALERS N

. | FUBNITURE

SCHOOL,

AGENTS FOR THE

Celebrated OXFORD School Deské.

. . Write-us for Cuts and Prices. )
Winnipeg's Big Furniture House,
| ‘276I MAIN STREET,

214 GRAHAM STREET. 267 FoRT STREET.
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GRAIN MERCHANTS
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451 PRODUCE EXCHANGE,
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Rooms 10 and 12 Grain Exchange,

I

I

Roon 8, Grain Exchange,
WINNIPEG, MAN. NEW YORK,

P.0. BOX 1327. WINNIPEG, MANITOBA,

=[] S =M= == == = R =M= = = === =

- — sj P. CLARK,
R. P. ROBLIN, rain - Dealer

GRAIN AND EXPORTER
And :
= Commission Mer‘:ha’ﬁ’ : Wheat, Oats, Barley and other
Grains handled in carlots
OPPFIOE : RO 2, QRAIN EXSNAKOT, ) oren bloc'

G8TABLISKED 1883.

WINNIPEG, -~ =~ =~ MANITOBA.

Offices : Grain Exchange Black,
WINNIPEG, SMANITOBA.
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SOURIS, MANITOBA.

MORDEN, MANITURA,
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Martin, Mitch'ell & Co,

Connections  with

other arrangements and’
facilities for handling every.

the
East and’ Europe, and all g
:

variety of Northwestern

grain.

Wy,
BN

OFFICE: GRAIN EXCHANGE BUILDING,

WINNIPEGR, - -

- MANITOBA,

SPHEN NAIRN

WINNIPEG OATMEAL MILLS
C.P. R. TRAQK, 'EIGGINS ST.

7 a/fed 0@&1

Granulated and Standard
Oatmeal Dot and Pearl
" Barley, Rolled Wheat and
other I eaLfast Cereals.

New Machiniery, Now Process, Standard and
- uniformly good nroducts, If you cannot get

orders filled.through the wholesale trade order
direc?. Speciat attention called to.the- Pot and
Pearl Barley. : 3

o, .

| Grain Dealer

-

-

. or Roo:

GRAIN EXCHANGE, -

' J. HARRIS,

HIGHEST. PRICES PAID FOR WHEAT,
BARLEY AND OATS, ANXD LIBERAL
ADVANCES MADE OX CONSIGNMENTS

Adddress: P.O. BOX 1332,

and Exporter.

n No, 1,

- WINNIPEG, MAN. ||

N. BAWLF,

i » Norchant,|

GRAIN EXCHANGE..... .

<~ WINNIPEG, MAN.JJ -
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~——Importers and Wholesale

Commission Merohants,

WINNIPEG, -

MANITOBA

Warehouses : Bannatyne St. East and on Northern Pacific Trach.

SPECIALTIES

German Granulated Sugar, China, Japan and Ceylon Teas,
Japan Polished Rice, Green Coffees, Spices,

Mediterranean and California Fruits, British Columbia

Canned Salmon.

SR Rk e e & G B S b So I PR U SR

Sole Agents in Mamnitoba and Northiwest for

Canada Jute Co., Ltd.

MONTREAL, QUE.

FLOUR
BRAN

‘POTATOE

TWINES and
HESSIANS,

The Edwardsburg
Starch Company,

L CARDINAL, ONT,
MANUFACTURERS CANADA LAUNDRY

STARCH.

Sliver Gloss Starch G1b, boves.
Silver Gloss Starch 1 1, packsges.
Satin Starch 1 1b. hoxes.
Benson’s Corn Starch 1 1b. packages.
Canada Corn Starch 1 lb packages.
co Starch 1 b, boaes.
Towdered Starch, W heat Starch.

~ALSO—
GLUCOSE AND 8YRUPS.
Sold by Winnipeg Wholesale Grocers. . . .

bopreparfropsdesd o deoNdigr deatid gy aid Pofr e ge ol

TRURO CONDENSED MILK C0.
TRURO, N. S.

THE RELIABLE REINDEER
BRARND.

OONDENSED MILK,
COFFEE AND MILK,
o COCOA AND MILK,
TEA AND MILK,
EVAPORA‘I’ED CREAM.

Pronounced by the Trade the only Reliabl
Condensed M:lk)to handle. y e

Sold by Winnlpeg Whotetale Grecers,

Dow & Curry,
Pilot Mound, Man.
Rolled Oats, 80 1b. Sacks.

113 (43 40 [13
({3 (43 20 [

*“  Wheat So “

Granulated Oatmeal 98 1b chks
Standard “ 98

Sold by Winnipeg Wholesale Grocers.

SIMCOE CARNING CO.

SiMCOE, ONT,
Manufacturers of—

PURE
¥ || JAMS are
JELLJES.

710, Pails, 11b. Glass Pots. Shippers of
DRIED aud EVAPORATED
APPILES.

Sold by Winnipeg Wholesale Grocers.

TR XTI IXTDEL T I T L DTIR

The Cutting Fruit
Packing Company,

L= e San Francisco, Cal.

—l’ag@ of—
¢ Rose Cuttings Brand?”

Poaches, Poars,
Apricots, Plums, Cheorrics,
Ncctaring, Grapos.

Uniformity in quality.  Reliable Goods to
handle. Lower in price than Canadian Packs,
Sold by Winulpeg Wholesale Grocers.

:
:
:
3
E
.
:
:
:
:
:
§
M
:
:
:
:

F.W.Fearman

HAMILTON, ONT.
Tackersof - .
“STAR BRAND" 20 1b. Pails.

Compound ; -
.Lard J

Haixis, Bacox,&C.
Sold by \\‘gmipcg Wholcsale

T TR TT T IR T TITT

Seow Drift Baking Powder

COMPANY
BRANTFORD, ONT.
Manufacturers of....
Snow Drift Baking Powder
Baking Powder 10 1b, tins.
4 [ 5 [
te 4 8 L1
13 [ 1 ok
113 i % (X3
8now Drift has no Surcrlior.

Excellence of Results no Equal  Sold by
Winnipeg Wholesale Grocers,

(}UIAHY PACKING CO0.

South O: naha, Neb,

R e R B X R AL S LR R

—t:clcbra.ted-

“REX BRAND”

Patent Key Opening
Canned Meats.

Corned Beef,  Reasy Beef,
Chipped Beef, Lunch Tongue, Ox Tongue,
Brawn Pigs Feet

Sold Ly Winniper Wholesale Grocens.
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the number when the spring business sets in. This is
an industry which should be encouraged, as, in fact, all
honestly conducted home industry should be. They
claim that they can supply the trade at just as Jow
prices as can be sccured in the Bast, and some lines
they even sell cheaper, yet large quantities of the
goods they manufacture are brought in from the East.
Instead of thirty-five hands, Messrs. Emerson & lHague
say they could have kept 150 hands busy during the
present winter, if the local trade acted on the prin-
ciplé of supporting home industey. If this is true, as
we do not question, it seems too bad that 100 to 125
persons have been keptout of work in Winnipeg this
winter on this account, while it has been necessary to
dispense charity to some who could not obtain work.

Emerson & lague's premises are at 157 Thistle
street. This building affords ample room to carry ona
large industry. It is 100 feet decp by over 20 feet in
breadth, three stories high, with basement, thus giving
four large floors in all. The basement is used for the
manufacture of mattresses, which the firlm manufactare
largely from hair, seg grass, moss and all other kinds
of stuffed mattresses. The ground floor is taken up
with the business offices in the front, and filled up with
stock of manufactured goods in the rear. The second
floor is used for the manufacture of woven wire
mattresses. Machinery of the latest kind for this work
has been put in, and a large business done in these
gaeds. The third floor is the busiest part of the estab-
lishment, and here a great deal of work is done in the
manufacture of overalls, smocks and shirts, tents,
awnings, and in fact everything in the line of canvass
goods.  An electric motor bhas been put in, which
furnishes power to operate the wire matress machinery
and the sewing machines.

VANCOUVER ISLAND IN 1894,

v INCE the eventtul year of '38, when its progres-
sive history began with a rush, Vancouver has
had its ups and downs like all other parts of the
world, and during the past year, in common
with the rest of the world, it has had its ¢“down ” exper-
ience, bus not conspicuonsly so. IFor purposes of cou-
sideration from a commercial point of view, the Island
may be divided into parts—Victoria and Nanaimo,
with their contributary localities. As the City of Vie-
toria is to a large extent the commercial, as well as the
political’ centre of the province, it is affected very
materially by the conditiuns prevailing 1. the province,
and, therefore, what may be said of the whole of
British Columbia may, generally speaking, be said of
the City of Victoria. Nanaimo morc particularly is
affected by the fortunes of the coal trade, so thatas the
latter has -suffered a period of depression, that city has
felt the corresponding cffects.

To consider Nunaimo first, as the more quickly dis-
posed of, it may be remarked that the condition of the
San Francisco and the Coast markets governs the coal
trade of Nanaimo. Owing to the low rates of freight,
British Columbia coal has had to enter into keen com-
petition with the British and Australian coals, and thus
the price has been forced down to the lowest notch of
profit to the mine owners. Wages had to suffer a cor-
responding cut, and as the monthly wage bill is a
matter of great moment to the Nanaimo merchants, it
will be scen how it would affect trade. However, as

the wage is a regular one, the merchants have been
able to accommodate themselves to it and have not
suffered severely. Despite the low prices,as will be
seen by tho returns, the output of the mines show an
increase over the preceding year, and the outleok is
admitted to be more promising. The returns, shown
comparatively, are as follows :

1893 1894
Tons. Tons. Inerease.

Wellineton Mines .....318,765 366,765 54,192

Union Mines...........126,438 221,700 95,262
Nanaimo Mines........388,649 3893772 5,123

Total Output ......828,852 982,237 154,577

There was a good deal of speculation asto the effect
of the Wilson tarift on the British Columbia coal indus-
try, but as experience has demonstrated it has made
no appreciatle difference, inasmuch as it has enabled
foreign coals to come in at a proportionately reduced
rate, and the benetit to anybody has been to the Ameri-
can consumer.

Otherwise the trade at Nanaimo has shared the
common effect of dull times, but on the whole has
maintained its volume well and has kept up with the
rest of the provinee. In some respects it has been
better, in that it has been less exposed to the fluctua-
tions of other cities, the trade of which depend on a
greater number of conditions.

Coming now to Victoria, there ave a greater variety
of elements to take imo consideration. As intimated
before, coal is onc of them, but its influence is less per-
ceptible than that of some others.  Lamber is another,
but as yet the lumbering industry is one pertaining to
the maivland, that is, the export trade, and will not ve
dealt with here, except to say that it shows signs of
improvement in the increase of shipments, and in this
connection a good deal of the export trade is handled
through Victorix commission houses, as salmon and
scal skin are ; and, therefore, may be said -to directly
affect that city as well as Vancouver and Westminster.
Victoria, by the way, has made a start in the export
trade, too, and the Island generaliy, including Nan-
aime, is prepared to take a hand in it ona large scale
when the foreign demand revives. It must not be
forgotten that a very large proportion of the magnifi-
cent timber reserve of the provinee are on the Island of
Vancouver, and with excellent shipping facilities, there
I no reason why thie lumber trade should be mainly
confined to Burgard Inlet, and the Frazer River.

Despite the dire forebodings anent the regulations
under the Behring Sea Award, the past has been the
best year in the history of the sealing business. This
is true, #t least, so far as the cateh is concerned,
altiiough the prices are not as good as Jast. It was
thought that the regulation doing away with the use of
firearms would confine the hunting to the Indians of
the west -coast, wio are expert with the use of the
spear, but as TuE COMMERCIAL once remarked in
discussing this phase of the question, what an Indian
can do a white man can do quite as well, it not better,
and results have shown that the white hanters can use
the spear with even greater effect than the Indians,
and bave proved themselves apt pupils in the art. The
catch, compared with the year previous, was as
follows :—
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1894, 1893,

B. . Coast. ... ceeee el 11,708 29,113
Japan.... ................48,993 29,206
Copper Island............... 7,437 12,013
Behring Sea.... .............20,341L C e
Total Canadian catch....94,474 70,332

The ehagrin of the Americans, who fancied they had
over-reached their Canadian cousins in the bargain, is
well illustrated in the recent proposal to kill all the
seals in Behring Sea, which cost them so. much to
protect in the iuterests ot a commercial company of
their own, or move for better terms.

The salmon business, which has its commercial
centre in Vietoria, has experienced a good year, better
than an average, though not :0 large a pack was put
up as in the year previous This was not altogether a
disadvantage, as prices ruled bigher, and the pack has
been largely dispised of.  As against 596.581 cases in
1893, there were 491,470 cases put up in 1834,

Commercially, Vietoria shared the general depres-
sion, but the trade and shipping returns show that the
volume of business has kept well up. I it not been
for the generally world-wide shrinkage in real cstate
securities, the withdrawal of s¢ much capital from
investments, and the curtailment of credits, which had
their diveet refl :xion on the province—what might be
ter t ed a tidal back-wash —the bisiness of the province
itself would not have suffered, because it has been
main'ained well up to high warter mark. There was,
however, too much money of business men invested in
real estate and side investments, which depended upon
the wsual flow of capital and easy financial transactions
to be realized npon as securitics, and when the reaction
set in jt seciously handicapped the business com-
munity, although inflation at no time cxisted in the
same degree as in thuse countrics where the collapse
was respousible for the present depression. As com-
pared with 1893 there was a falling off, but the
decrease in revenue is largely accounted for in the
falling off of the Chinese immigration, not an unmixed
evil, and a very large decline in the revenue derived
from the opinm traffic, as the result of the operation of
the new U. S. tariff. And besides, 1893 showed
unusuilly big customs returns. The ligures are as

follows :
1894, 1893.
Collections, customs.....3 (697,159 & 827,587
Tmports......... ceeees 2,327,934 3,083,727
Exports...... eeeree e 2,982,092 3,074,651
Inland revenue retarns.. 147,250 ° 153,973
Post oflice returns. ... ... 42.300 43,650

Business mayv be said tobe on a much better basis
than for sometime, on account of the number of weaker
tirms going to the wall, largely on account of the too
keen competition in trade and there being too many
engaged in cach line. It has also reduced the credit
system to practically a thirty day basis, whereas in
Victoria in former dayvs credit was unlimited and
collections indifferently looked after. In these respects
hard times has practically reiormed business, and has,
as well, made it much more difficult to embark in busi-
ness on limited or no capital, whieh has aceounted for a
big percentage of the failures.
the year, the failure of an old banking firm of reputed
high standing for a time weakened the situation, but

At the beginning of

furtunately no panie ensued, and although dirveetly or
indircetly it affected very many citizens it was safely
tided over. Those now in business, gencrally speak-
ing, are regarded as doing a saler trade.

. One of the conditions aflecting the prosperity of
Victoria during the year was the unusually large
amount of public works in progress. Thesc consisted
of the new public buildings, the harbor improvements,
and the fortifications at Lsquimalt, together with
important cxtension of the sewerage, electric lighting,
and waterworks systems, representing in all a very
large expenditure of money distributed in wages
which materially cased the situation, These will be
continued during the present ycar, and will aid in
tiding cver the present hard times, now showing signs
of dispersion.

1n railways the only thing to note is the completion
and opening of the Vietoria & Sidney Railway short
line from Vietoria to Sidney Ilarbor. There is talk of
the British Pacific (or late Canada Western) being
inaugurated, and it is expected at the date of writing
that & bill will be introduced during the present session
of the B. C. Legislature extending aid to the proposed
new line, but concerning it nothing is definitely known
as vet. It is reported that a svndicate has been organ-
ized in London, IEng., to take hold of it, contingent
upon receiving government assistance, but nothing has
heen magle public so far concerning the arrangcmeits.
IFrom a Vietoria point of view a great deal is expected
as a consequence of sucn a railway being built.

There has been the usual activity in the way of
forming joint stock companies, mainly mining proposi-
tions, all over the province, having an aggregate
nominal capital of 232,000,000, kegarding mining,
although the development has been mainly in Kootenay
and Cariboo, Vietora interests are larvgely atfected, and
if anticipated results of this years operations are
obtained it will give a decided impetus to trade.
Kootenay as a starter exported 770,000 worth of sitver
and gold ores in 1894, and a safe estimate for 1895 is
said to be £3,000,000. T'wo large hydraulic proposi-
tions in Cariboo will be in full blast this summer, and
are expeeted to yield largely. About $150,000 was
spent in preliminary operations last year. Many
smaller propositivns have been set on foot. At Alberni,
V. I, where a good deal of activity w:s shown carly n
the yvear, matters are quict, but sume work has been
done, and one claim, at least, is showing well. [Pros-
pecting for coal is going on in a number of places.
The Haddington Island quarry. which was ¢pened for
the Parliament Buildings, shows an immense hody of
the finest building stone on the continent.  Attention
is again being directed to Texada Island as a gold
ficld.

The wholesale and commission business has been, on
the whole, quiet for the past twelve months, but
steady. Owing to the low prices of meats and farm
products in Washington and Oregon States these have
ruted lower than every before, and the supply has been
more than ample.

During the year several large and important indus-
tries were set on fost The paper mill at Alberai is
now in operation, and turning out good material in
two or three lines. Two marine railways for docking
vessels of moderate keel have been built, and are being
successfully operated.  One of the most importamt
enterprises of the year was the establishment by the
Messrs. Dunsmuirs, on a large scale, of cold storage
'The proprictors have put in a plant of the most modern
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ROBERT MUIR & GO

Millers and Crain Dealers,

Offico, Winnipog, Mills, Gladstana.

Manufacture best grades of St¥ong Bakers' and-
Patent Flours from choice Manitoba
Hard Wheat.

Standard Brands:

HOME RULE—~8trong Bakers,
SEA FOAM— «
SWEET HOME-Patent.
Woeinvite comparison with the best flours you can find ¥
on themarket. Cash buyers will consult their

best interests by opening up a corres- *
pondence with us.

DEALERS AND SHIPPERS OF

CORNELL, SPERA & G0

WHOLESALE

SMALL\A{ARES - AND - FANCY GOODS.

ALSO AGENTS £OR THE
CELEBRATED mcepammsta g

« Bicycles.

WHITWORTH
BELSIZE
SPARTAN

and other English . .

“u({ SANFORD BLOCK, M

CLOTHING

H. Dyke Gautier, (Successor Marett & Co) &
Cognac Brandics. S
Ronaldson & Co., London and Glasgow. &z
Scotch and Irish Whiskles, etc. 2

s WHEAT, OATS AND BARLEY. ,
— N Princess Street, - WINNIPEG, MAN.
KL
R : * A S e i T'-'-' N
o ;
‘ ' STRANG & CO. 2
ﬁ * E\ S&Hford Mfgu 603 ’ % . WHOLESALE '
rasroaD.. Grocery and Liguor Commission &
’ - 150 PORTAGE AVENUE EAST. £
A Royal Distillery, Hamilton,
HAMI f=TON, ONT. T Early Dew Ol1 Rye, Malt and Splrits.
; 1? John Labait, London, Canada.
P iot o Pl aio e SAp et o S e X § Ale snad Stout,
. & % G. A. Hoffman & Co., Bordeaux,
WHOLESALRE N Se— % Clarets, Wines and Brandies.

MANUFACTURERS.
S :

TORONTO, ONT.
BAY ST.

VICTORIA, B.C.
WHARF ST.

ooooooo

WINNIPEG, MAN.,
Cor. Princess and Bannatyne Sts.

Z%
A

AGENCIES:

" Hamilton Viregar Works, Co'y., Lt'd.

Vinegars, Pickles and Jams.

Francis-Peek Winch & Co., London,

Indian and China Teas.

The Morse Soap Co., Toronto.

l Also Direat Agencies for Japan and China Rice, Teas, eto, §

We keep in stock Early Dow fine old Rye and MMalt Whiskies, 2 i
Labatt's India Pale and Extrs stock, Alesand Brown Stcut and a 5%
tull line of imparted. Wines Liquors and Cigars. ¢

Morso's Laundry and Tollot SQapa
Brook's Crystal Soap, Monkoy Brand. .
And redeive {rom time to time consignments of China and Japan g3

Teas and Rico dircot from phcc of production, which we offer to tho % -
wholesilo t dc A
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B4t MAIN STREET. : WINNIPEG, MAN.

KiLGOUR, RIMER & Co,

]

WHOLESALE AGENTS FOR

SHARVEY & VAN NORMAN

SRS ‘

SHOES.

—~AND-

The Rubber Shoe Company, "TORONTO.

A Large Sﬂock of these (Gtoods always on Hand
at our Ware Rooms,

Corner James - and -. Main Streets.

MAIL ORDERS SOLICITED, which will be filled PROMPTLY, and shipped by FIRST
Express or Freight. ]

The Winnpeg Electro-Plating 168 PRINCESS STREET,

WINNIPEG.

& Novelty Manufacturing Co.- ~

We Replate in Gold, Silver, Nickel, Copper, Brass and
Bronze. Also Polishers of Solid Silver, Gold and all Metals.
Lacquering and Oxidising. We also manufacture Knives. Forks,
Spoons, etc. Medals and Jewellery to order General Engrav-
ing and all kinds of watch repairs executed by competent

workman.

‘We solicit correspondence from all jewellers and watch-
makers in Manitoba, Northwest Territories and British

Columbia,.

40000000000

GOOD AGENTS WARTED. Write for Price List,

The Winnipeg Electro-Plaﬁng & Novelty Mfg. Co.,

BOX 808 L WINNiPEG, MAN,
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JCK'S STOVE WORKS

BRANTFORD. MONTREAL. WINNlPEG.

The ““Honor Bright”

. No. 9, WOOD OOOK.

Made in Two Sizes, with ovens 24 x 25
and 25 by 27 inches.

This Stove has the largest Oven, the
largest Fire Door and Fire Box of any
cook stove, and is the only one ever fitted
with our Patent Transparent Oven Door.

Dealers  handling this magnificent
Stove, secure control of a specinity, as no
other Stove is comparable in any respeet to
it.

A full line of our goods carried in stock
at Winnipeg warchouse, including “Happy
Thought” Ranges, “Radiant Home” Base
Burners, “Honor Bright” Wood Cooks,
“Leader” Furnaces.

FOR CAFALOGUE AND PRICES, WRITE TO

W. G. McMAHO)N, Manager

246 McDermott St., Winnipeg.

RA E WA H/ Calgary. and Edmonién
Railway Company
L A @ o gg’Appel'le; Long Lake and
_ I~ sSaskatchewan Railway Co-

FIRST CLASS AGRICUL'I‘URAL AND GRAZING

| LANDS for Sale at Low Pricesand on Hasy Térms

Good Homesteads 1, iion it v
TOWN LOTS for sale in Edmonton, Leduc, Wetaskiwin, Ponoka, Lacombe,

Red Deer, Innisfail, Olds, High River, Okotoks, Macleod, Prince Albert,
Duck Lake, Saskatoon and Rosthern.

Full Information, maps, pamphiets, ctc, sont freo on application to e\

MMOND & NANTON

381 MAIN STREET, WINNIPEG, MAN,
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Keewatin Lumbering & Man'fg Co.

MANUFACTURERS AND WHOLESALERS OF

§ Lumber,
Emn:sm:\:mum-mmmux»:;g Lath, R L0 T L T T XX DT TALE LTI
N Cedar Pol ki Shingles, Sill Timber '
i e a:m oles gg Flooring, i Jolisting AND E
Xl - g "
E; Telegraph Poles. gg :;d":g.’ : UP TO FORTY FEET. E
eeting, 2

AT I T T IR I LA T LT ITTTLIZ X gg Mould’ s %ﬂﬂ~“ﬂ%§ﬂi~!:&!x!l!“ﬂs
/ ’

JOHN MATHER, nanvaces

Casings,

SAW MILLS, PLANING MILLS AND FACTORY AT

KEEWATIN, Ont.

FOR MERCHANTS e have fall stock of best Browns, Manillas, Bleached
and Cream, Rag and Straw.  In ROLL PAPERS, Manilla, Brown and White, in all the widths.
COLUMBIA PAPER CUTTER, the best in the market, and the cheapest; in 6, 9, 12, 15, 18,
24 and 30 inch.  Waxed Papers, Butter Plates, Wooden Skewers, T'wines of all kinds, ete.

FOR SCHOOLS - )Maps, Globes, Webster's Dictionary, Chamber, Encyclo-
pedia—new edition—Blackboard Cloth, B. B. Slating, B. B. Erasers, ete., etc.

FOR PRINTERS Ink. Padding and Roller Composition, I'lax Papers w Laids.
Woves, Linen~, Velluws. Ronds, Tinted, ete.  Bristol, ¢ Linas, Rauroad, Coated and Ticket
Roards  Cnt Cards, Programmes. Memos, Memorial, Wedding, Invitation and uther t ards.
Programme Pencils and Tas<els  Buok, I'rint, Lithv, Cover and Poster Papers.

FOR STATIORNERS and DRUGGISTS — tull hue Stauwonery,
Mlemorandum and Blank Bwks, Inks, Copyving Presses, ete. lLarge hne Novels and
Miscellaneous Books.

Spring will soon be here, and v e will then have for you a fine lot of Wooden and lron
tienr Wagons, Croquet Sets, Hammocks, ete.  WALL PAPERS ready in March.

-——sm= PARSONS, BELL & 9., WINNIPEG.

The paper on which this speral 1ssue of The Canpmercial s printed, was made by the Canada Paper Co.  Parvon, Bell 8 Co., Agents, B pg.
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Pork Packers, Winnipeg.

= Please ask for our manufacture.

“ RED CROSS?”

Brand of Hams,
resh. Pork Sausage

Are the Best

Bologna, and

Bocon, Lard,
™

J. Y. GRIFFIN & Co.




'HITLA & CO.

Importers and W. holesalers of

AP A AL NN, Ty N S S AT A S N I o PPN S NSNS

Men’s Furnishings, Straw Goods, Fancy Goods, etc ' ;
Sprind Our stock for Spring and Summer of 1895 is now complete in every detail and :
9

should be seen by intending purchasers coming to town. Before you buy for the
I 89 5 season see our samples of new goods with our travellers on the road, or call at our
° warehouse aud inspect our new stock.
3 Our prenllisw ni_re t(lixe la.rg%b t and m]ost Ic::smvn(;_di(ms 9 Corner NMcDermott and Albert Streets,
and our facilitics for doing business the t of an (> L) - - .
& v X — Winnipeg, Manitoba.

R N

house in the trade in Western Canada. . .

g e A s . R 1

Always on hand a full supply of
Lumber, Sash, Doors, Lath, ; ; v
Shingles, Tar and Brown Paper . i
and Building Material generally.

Estimates furnished on application. And Man u%actu re r so - :f .

— NG '

©AeRt
¢

Offices : Opposite C.P.R. Passenger Depot,

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA,

| Ptantemien 21, etz ;

Meldsi b £t Srves
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and complete character, and & long felt want of this
provinee has thus heen supplied. I¢ will to some
exteat revolutionize the trade in meats and perishable
commoditics, and will probably assist in the Australian
trade.

There have been important developments durving the
vear mt deep sea tislung, our halibut for the first time
linding a regular marget in the Eastern cities of the |
S. This so far has been confined to shipments from
Vancouver, but it is understood that a company is being
organized to conduct the business from Vietoria as
well, where cold storage facilities will Le of advantage.
Complaints have been made by shippers of the railwayv
facilities and rates over the C. P. L., with what justice
it cannot be dectermined now, and it is said that ship-
ments from Victuria will be made over the American
Hes  Tois subyect is one n whiteh Tae Covvererat,
has always tahen it heen mterest, and 1t would be a
pity if, from ats great importance, the carrving corpoy-
ativns and the tishing companies cannot profitably
harmunize their interests.

To summarize, the general conditions of the past
year in sealing, fishing, mining (others than coxl), in
public improvements, and new industries, the record
has been most satisfactory, and the year prosperous.
In lumbering, coal mining and gencral trade these
interests have suffered depression, and in monetary
matters there has been great tightuness.  The former to
a considerable extent ofiset the latter. and made the
vear a fairly good oune, all things considered, and very
much better than it otherwise would have been.

The signs of the times, so far as one’s judgment can
determine. from a survey of the whole situation, are
that we have passed the crisisin this provinee, and that
we have started on the upward incline again.

MANITOBA FLOUR IN ENGLAXD.

HIS direet introduction into British markets of the
flour made from the celebrated Manivoba hard
wheats will be watched with much interest both
in this ccuntry and in Canada. IFor some time

past small consignments have, through the agencey of
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, been forwarded
regularly to private individuals who kuew of its excel-
lent quality. Now. however, the Canadian Produce and
Consignment Company, of 18 St. Swithin’s  Lane,
London, I C., has been appointed by the Luake of the
Woods Millinag Company to specially bring the flour to
the notice of btakers and of the trade generally ; and
from what T\ Reynolds, of the P'roduce Company, tells
us, the flour is likely to meet with a continued and
inereasing demand. Oaly the very best quality will
be put on the market, and the  nditions ot the trade
will be studied in every way. What that quality is
may be judged from the analysis of Professor John
(ioodfellow, of the Bow and Bromley Institute, who
reports that he has + examined this flour, with a large
number of highly-ground grades in the London market,
as to color, strength and yield, and in no case did [ tind
it excelled and seldom egralled.”  But the flour is not
to be paton the British market on the strength of testi-
monials; its fature is to rest on its own merits.  Mr.
Reynolds says: *We trust to the flour to commend
itsell. It takes time, of course, to introduce a new
article to the trade here; but the quality of this flour,
if kept up, as we are sure it will be, is sufficient in

itself to insure it a high place in our markets. We
shall obtain regular consignments by way of Canada,
chiefly in half'sacks of 140 1bs,, for bakers, and we
shall continue to supply private conswners with barrels
as before.  There is always a demand for good flour in
this coantry, and an arvticle of sueh bigh quality as this
\Lasiodar variety has neser been put upon the London
market Canadian Gazette, London, Bngland

MANTITOBA IN 1891

UE year 1891 has Leen remarkable for the low
prices which have ruled for nearly all commodi-
tiee  Awrieultural products, in common with
mannfactned gouds, ave declined ia price in

many ciees to the luwest values on record in mudern
times  Wheat, which is the great staple export com-
modity preduced  in Mauitoba, has broke presious
records in the line of low prices, and as a conseyuence
the ammant of money received by our farmers for their
season’s labor has been considerably less than expected.
This has given rise toa good deal of talk a“out hard
times, bu* notwithstanding all this, the country seems
to be pulling through in good shape.

In fact, though there is this talk of hard times, the
condition of the country does not appear to difier mater-
ially from other years. In some tespects, indeed, the
sitnation is decidedly improved, as we will show later
on. In mercantile circles there has been nothing to
indicate greater distress than usual.  There have been
no heavy commereinl or financial failures, and only
abcut the usual number of small traders have become
embarrassed. From the country come no veports of
distress among the farmers, and all seem to have
plenty. In Winnipeg, as in every city of any size,
there are always some who through sickness, improvid-
enee or other cause will require relief.  Those nceding
charity we always have with us in the cities, and Win-
nipeg has less charitable work to do than most cities in
proportion to population. We have not, however,
heard of any farmers in Manitoba requiring assistance.
‘This, in contrast with the situation in the Western
States, where in some cases whole districts are appeal-
ing for help to save them from starvation.

While prices for farm produce have been very low,
Manitoba has had good crops, and the quantities of
grain, cattle, meats, cte.,, available for export has been
greater than in any previous year. This has affected
the low prices to some extent, while the lower prices
ruling for farm implements and such goods as the
farmers ave obliged to purchase, has also made up to a
considerable extent for the decline in the price of farm
products.

In fact, Manitoba has been going ahead all the time
during the last two vears of general depression, as the
growth of our export trade will show. The showing
this new country can make in the matter of exyports is
really wonderful, when we consider that the greag
majority of our firmers arrived here but a few years
ago, and few of them had sufficient capital to enable
them to make a clear stavt,  The growth of production
here has been remarkable, when we consider that the
great majority of our scttlers came in with very limited
means. .\ person with some capital to buy live stock
and machinery, hire help and creet buildings, has
nothing to prevent him from becoming a large pro-
ducer in a prairie country within two or three years.
But with limited funds it requives some time, even in a
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prairvie country, to get a farm into shape for producing
on a considerable seale.  Buildings must be provided on
a considerable scale before live stock can be raised to a
large extent, and building is expensive in this country.
To cultivate a considerable arca of land also requires
several teams of horses or oxen and an expensive outfit
of machinery. Very few of our settlers came in with
suflicient capital to give them a fairstave on the road
to production. A great many who are now large and
successful farmers had little more than a pair of willing
hands, which, combined with health, strength and per-
severance, has enabled them to push their way to the
front. The great majority of our settlers could not
become producers nearly as fast as the conditions of the
country would permit. Gradually, however, they have
been enabled to enlarge their operations, as is shown
by the vast increase in our prowdetion, and the change
from importing to becoming exporters of many lines
of produce.

Wheat is, of course, the principal commodity of pro-
duction in this country. ‘The area sown to wheat has
year after year shown a steady and rapid expansion,
the annual increase in the aren having heen usually
about 20 per cent. The exports of wheat this crop year
will be the largest on record, approximating 15,000,000
to 16,000,000 bushels. About 12,000,000 bushels of the
crop of 1894 have already been sent out, including flour
redaced to wheat, and it is expected that the quantity
named will be fully reached with the shipments that
will be made next spring and summer when navigation
opens on the lakes. The largest exports in any prev-
ious year were aboat 14,000,000 bashels, which shows
that the production is increasing. The year 1387 will
be remembered as one which produced a phenomenally
heavy crop. With a crop like that of 1837, our wheat
exports, on the present area, would approximate about
30,000,000 bushels. e cxpect a large increase in the
wheat area next spring, notwithstanding the low price
of wheat the last two years. It is therefore within the
range of reasonable possibility that Manitoba might
produce a surplus of 30,000,000 bushels of wheat from
the crop of 1895. To reach this enormous quantity
only a heavy crop is required. The area of wheat for
189t in Manitoba alone, exclusive of the Territorics,
was 1,010,000 acres, yielding about 18 bLushels per
acre. This showing in wheat alone is a great thing for
a country so young as Manitoba, which we may say is
pragtically unsettled, for only a very small part of the
land is cultivated and the population is yet trifling.
When the few thousand farmers in Manitobacan make
such a great record in growing wheat, what may we
expect the country to do when the popilation has
inereased for a few ycars, and we have had more time
to develop our resources.

Manitoba produced 12,000,000 bushels oats {rom the
last crop, according to the last official crop bulletin.
Barley, flax, ryc and peas follow in the order named
in point of importance among the grain and feed crops,
while potatees and roots are given a great deal of
attention.

Next to the grain, the live stock interests are the
most important in point of export. The export live
stock trade this year has been much greater than in
any previous year. The live stock trade is yet in its
infancy, but the way it has grown is certainly very
encouraging. It takes time to getinto stock-raising on
an extensive scale, and it is certainly wonderful to sce
how our young country has advanced in this respect.
Exports this year amouunted to about 3C,000 head of

cattle, .10,000 hogs, 4,000 sheep and 200 horses. A few
years ago all these animals were being imported to
supply the local demand. Now we have entered upon
alarge and growing trade inexporting live stock. We
.use the word *export” to mean shipping out of Mani-
toba. A portion of the shipments, however, are con-
sumed in other provinees of Canada, though the bulk
goes to foreign countries.

In addition to live stock shipments, considerable dead
meat is sent out of Manitoba in the winter season. Car
lots of dressed beef and hogs are continually going for-
ward to Iastern Canada points. The figures of live
stock shipments therefore do not represent the total
nunrber of animals sent out, including live animals and
dead meat.

Akin to the stock trade is that of hides and wool.
The growing live stock interests indicates that a large
quantity of hides and wool come to markes and these
are nearly all shipped away. A few hides are tanned
at home and a couple of woolen mills take some of the
wool producel heve, but the bulk is exported.

Another important article of expore is fresh fish.
Few people imagine that an inland country would have
an export fish trade. Manitoba has a very importantg
fish trade. Very large fresh water lakes exist in the
provinece. Lake Winnipeg, one of these, is about 300
niles long and as much as 50 miles wide. Our lakes
are tegming with fuod fishes. Maritoba whitefish are
known all over the continent almost, and find a
market in cities as fai east as New York, south to St
Louis and westto the Pacific Coast. ‘The fish trade
represents about 200 cars of 30,000 pounds annually.

The dairy interests have been growing steadily. A
good many butter and cheese factories have been
established Manitoba supplies principally the British
Columbia markets with butter and cheese, though some
batter goes ecast. The drawback to co-operative
dairying is the sparcity of settlement, the number of
settlers within a given radius being too few in some
cases to make a factory pay. Thisdrawback, however,
is being gradually removed by the income of new
settlers. A large number of new butter and cheese
factories will be established in the spring, the year
1895 promising to be a ¢boom ” ycar for the dairy
interests. .

As to the commercial condition of the country, the
best authorities regard the situation as decidedly im-
proved. Manitoba has been passing through a
transition stage, commercially, during the last two
years. In former ycars credit business was greatly
overdone in every line of trade, but during the last
two years we have been changing to a sounder and more
reasonable system. The long credit system has becn
greatly curtailed and more eash and short time business
is being done. In making this, more or less incon-
venicnce has been caused to many, butin the end good
will result. In fact the improved situation isalready
apparent. A cash basis means chcaper goods, and in
this way, if no other the consumer reaps the benefit.
The liabilities of the country have been materially re-
duced, and altogether the outlook is promising.

‘The low price of wheat will not cause any curtail-
ment of the crop area here. In fact, as stated, there
is sure to be a considerable inerease in the area sown
next spring, the quantity of land now neady for
crop in the spring being greater than in former years.
Manitoba can compete with the world in growing
wheat, and our farmers can make a profit at prices
which would mean a loss in most other countrics.
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Cheap land, large crops, no expense for fertilizers, cte.,
are some of the advantages our farmers have over the
agriculturalists ol other countries. The high quality
of our wheat also gies them a comparatively high
price, compared with the ruling prices of the World's
markets. At the present time  Manitoba wheat is
selling to Ontario millers at a premium of 20 to 25
cents per bushel over the price of Ontavio wheat. The
premium whiclh is usually obtlainable for Manitoba
wheat makes up to some extent for the high freight
rates on acconnt of the inland geographical position of
the country. Manitoba will therefore continue to grow
wheat even at the present basis of low prices.

But while wheat.growing has heen the principal of
production, our people have not neglected other suurces
of wealth, for which the country is equally well suited.

We are not confined to wheat alone. There are
many other directions in which a farmer may turn his
energies, varying his productions and giving stability
to the country. There are other grains and seeds that
may be grown to advantage ; besides, dairying, always
a great source of wealth to any country, and raising
live stock of various Kkinds may also be followed to
advantage. In fact for grazing animals, a prairie
country scems almost by nature intended for support-
ing that class of animal life. Before the country was
opened to settlement, vast herds of buffalo or wild

cattle roamed over our plains and grazed on
our  natural meadows. The very  word
prairie  meuns “meadow land,” and our vast

natural meadows are certainly adopted and destined
to support great herds of catile, horses and sheep.

Close fizures canunot be given of the value of all the
commodities exported from Manitoba, butthe following
wil! approximate the totals in the various lines for the
year 1894,

EXPORTS. VALUR.
Wheat, flour, bran, shorts, ewe.......... £8,000,000
Flax seed, oil cake, andoil............ 500,000
Oats, barley, potatoes...... e . 1,000,600
FISh vcee it i RN 400,000
IFurs, hides, wool....... e ... 1,500,000
Batter, cheese, poultry, eggs.......... 600,000
Live stock and dead meats............. 1,000,000
Total...ocvvevrnnenn. .. $13,000,000

This is certainly & wonderful showing for the young-
est provinee of Canada, with its as yet very small
population it indicates that in proportion to population
Manitoba is  the largest exporter of any province
of Canada,

PRACTICAL TESTIMONY.

HERE is nothing like the testimony from pract-
ical farmers as showing the value of a farming
country. This is one feature about Manitoba,

that almost every farmer thinks his own farm and
district the *“ gavden of the provinee,” thus indicating
that the actual residents of the country are satisfied
with their surroundings. Though there has been con-
siderable grumbling of late on account of the abnormally
low price of farm produets, vet the farmers are im-
proving their surroundings all the time, and frequent
expressions of satisfaction come from the settlers.

The other day a farmer living in the Treherne dis-
trict, Manitoba, in writing to the departmentofagri-
culture asking for literature to send to friends in Ontario,

speaks of his own suceess in farming in this country as
follows: I came to Manitoba in the spring of 1888
bringing with tne three horses, two cows, a wagon,
mower, rake and harrows, 1 settled on an unim-
proved half section of land and my first crop in that
vear was 400 bushels of barley oftf new land. After
this crop I extended operations, and last year 1 hada
crop of 8,400 bushels of wheat, 2,100 bushels of oats and
450 bushels of barley.” Ile wishes his friends to know
of his success that they might come and do likewise.

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

T will perhaps be interesting to say a few words about
the itlustrations in this issue of The Commercial.
Apage of Hudson’s Bay Company views in
Winnipeg are shown, which we will commence with.
At the bottom of the page is a view of old Fort Garry,
the headquarters of the ancient and honorable company
inthe carly days. IFort Garry has now disappeared
and the visitor to Winnipeg to-day can only be shown
the location of the spot around which elusters so many
important incidents in the early history of the Great
West. A broad paved street, the principal business
thoronghfare of Winnipeg, runs almost through the
centre of the plot formerly surrounded by thestone
wallsof Tort Garry. At the top of the same page
«The Last Relie” shows all that is left of the old Fort.
The crumbling stone gateway alone remains to mark
the spot where Fort Garry once stood. It looks lonely
enough, standing as a silent sentinel of the gouod old
days that are gone. To the natives and old timers of
the country a glanee at the old gateway must recall
many interesting réminiscences, while to the new-
comer who has learned from books a little of the past
history of the Great West, the crumbling gateway
cannot but prove an object of interest.

On the same page with the view of Fort Garry and
the “Last Relic” are shown the fine store of the
Hudson’s Bay Co., and also the gencral offices of the
Company, in Winnipeg. The store is one of the
institutions of the city and it is always visited by
strangers. The wealth of goods contained within its
walls is something wonderful. It is indced one of the
grandess stores in Canada,

On another page will be found several Winnipeg
views. The market building, showing the fine city
hall close by; the post office; and the Provincial
>arliament buildings.

Another page shows the mammoth elevator of the
Canadian Pacific Railway company at Fort William.
Fort William is the lake port for Manitoba. The
grain shipped out of Manitoba passes through these
elevators in being transferred from the cars to the boats.
In the winter a large quantity of grain is stored there
awaiting the opening of navigation in thespring. The
capacity of the elevators aggrvegate about 4,000,000
bushels. A large number of views of Manitoba and
territorial towns are given. Three views of the town
of Portage la Prairie are given. This town is located
on the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 56
miles west of Winnipeg. It is the oldest place in Mani-
toba, next after Winnipeg. Two railways besides the
Canadian Pacific Railway rcach the town, namely,
the Northern Pacific and the Manitoba and Northwestern.
It has two flour mil's, one of which is the largest mill
in the west outside of Winnipeg, alsoan oatmeal mill.

Two towns on the Manitoba Northwestern Railway
are shown—>Minnedosa and Birtle. Each of these towns
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is sitnated in the valley of a stream, and cach one is
noted fov its beautiful surroundings. They have each
a flour and saw mill, and grain clevators.

Carberry is another important Manitoba town which
is shown. This place is on the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way main line, 105 miles west of Winnipeg. It is one
of the largest wheat markets in Manitoba. It has a
flonr mill and several clevators.

T'wo views are given of the important western town
of Brandcn, sometimes called the *“Wheat City” on
account of the large quantity of wheat marketed there.
Brandon is a prosperous, go ahead place, and it has
casily distamced all the new towns of Manitoba,
established sinee the railway era. Tts encerprising and
enthusiastic citizens even expected that they would be
able to rival Winnipeg in time, and it certainly is not
for lack of cnterprisc that they have not succeeded.

Another view shows the town of Souris, south of
Brandon 25 miles, This is an important grain centre,
with a large flour mill, operated by waler power.

In Southern Manitoba are shown views of the towns
of Gretna and Morden. The former is located quite
close to the United States boundary, on the through
railway line to St. Paul and other cities south, via the
Great Northern Railway. Gretna is the principal town
of the Menonite scttlement, a class of settlers who,
though coming from Southern Russia, are of German
descent. Morden is one of the most important points
in Southern Manitoba, having a lawge trade with the
surronnding country. It is also an important wheat
market. Quite a portion of this town shown in the
view given, was recently wiped out by fire.

Two views are given of Idmonton and two more of
Prince Albert, the two principal towns of the North
Saskatchewan country. These two towns arve referred
to at some length in an article in this number under
the head of «The North Saskatehewan Country.”

WINNIPEG BOARD OF TRADE.

ANNUAL MEETING AND REVIEW OF THE YEAR'S WORK.

HE annual meeting of the Winnipeg Board of
Trade was held in the Board Rooms on Tuesday
afternoon, IFebruary 5. President W. B. Scarth

occupied the chair and gave the following address :

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

GENTLEMEN, -~ Your Council’s report is a bare out
line of the work they have done. There were many
subjects discussed by them that are not touched upon in
the report, and as even those that are¢ noticed are
related without comment, I will say a few words on
some of the most important in the short address I will
trouble you with; and I will also take the liberty of
touching on a few matters not in the Council’s report.
On the question of deep water navigation I am sure
we are all agreed that it is all important that our
waterways to the veean should be improved. A great
stride in this direction has been made in the comple-
tion of the Canadian Sault canal. We are no longer
at the mercy of our neighbors, and have our own
waterway from Lake Superior to thesea. I trust that
the Dominion Government will spon talke up the work
of decpening the Welland and St. Lawrence canals, and
thus cheapen transportation to the sea board.

On the question of grain standards your Council
are, I think, unanimous in the belief that the parties

sclected to make the standards, for this western couns
try, should be Manitobans or Northwesters, who grow,
handle and ship the grain, and, in this connection, let
me mention that 90 per cent. of it is purchased and
handled by Winnipeg firms.

You will observe that the Council took action in the

‘matter of the Southeastern railway. The Local Gov-

ernment deelined to grantaid to the scheme for reasons
set forth in the veport, but 1 think you will all agree
with me that the Ministers committed themselves in
their speeches to this, that when a through scheme to
Lake Superior was presented with a guarantee of
reduced grain rates, they would be prepared to aid i,
It will be gratifying to the Board to know that at last
we dre in the way of having the Customs House and
Ixamining Warchouse in a business centre. This was
promised by the Comptroller when he visited Winnipeg,
subject only to one proviso, that there was nothing in
their agreement with the Hudson Bay Company, when
the present site was granted, to prevent the transfer.
A farther result of the Cowptroller’s visit is that a
room for the examination and storage of postal packages
is now being prepared in the Post Office. This will be
a matter of great convenience to the public and will
save much delay. At the meceting with the Comp-
troller, while all present expressed their satisfaction
with the Collector in his dealings with the publie,
there were many annoyances arising from regulations
pointed; out to the Minister, which he promised to
remedy, and is, I believe, doing so.

You will see by the repovt that no less than three
visits were paid us in 1894 in conncction with trade
with Australia. First by Hon. Mr. Reid, second by the
Intercolonial Conference delegates, and third by Mr.
Liarke, the Canadian Commissioner to Australia. While
there seems no present opening tor trade between
Manitoba and these Colonies in the South Seas, still
there is a considerable and growing trade with other
points of the Dominion, and whatever benefits the
Dominion as a whole, interests and should gratify every
Province. The banquet to the delegates was a most
suceessful one. The speeches made by them were inter-
esting and instructive, and all breathed a strong feeling
of loyalty and kinmanship, and a desire to foster trade
and friendship within the Empire. Speaking for my-
self, I applaud every effort in this divection. While
anxious tosee the growth of trade between us and
our Southern neighbors. I am more anxions to see its
development within the Empire, and will joyfully hail
any legislation that may bring this about.

Probably the most important matter that the Coun-
cil has dealt with this year is the I'reight Rates Com-
mission. The short reference in the report does not
begin to give you any idea of the work done by the
committee your Council appointed. Their report was
able and exhaustive and deserving of your very hearty
thanks. The Commission is still at work, and I pre-
sume, after the evidence of parties here is taken, the
railway company will present its case. What the result
of the Commission will be it is impossible to surmise.
I will only say that I trust it will be some re-arrange-
ment of the rates that will give relief to onr farmers
and lumbermen, without crippling the railway
company.

I have dealt with all the important matters men-
tioned in the report, and will only add a few general
remarks. T woulu draw your attention first to a
gratifying peculiarity of the grain trade this year. In
former years it took four or five months to handle,
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and ship and get returns, from the grain. This year
the work was done in about two. This arose in part
from the early harvest, but largely {rom banking, hand-
ling and railway fac:lities being so mueh improved.
So quickly was our grain moved this year that before
the Ontario millers, who are always buyers, appreciated
the situation, there was little left for them to buy, and
they have been making futile efforts to re-import from
Bulfalo, where there is a large quantity of Manitoba
grain now under winter storage. The bulk of our
wheat was shipped via Buffalo this year, there not hav-
ing been sufficient Canadian bottoms available for this
trade. Eastern Canada, and espeeially Montreal, must
waken up, or they will lose the sransportation of our
grain.

Permit me to suggest that there are many pr.ssmg
matters, not touched on in the report, that the new
Council might take up. First, the waterworks and the
sanitary condition of the city. We have had woeful
evidence of our sad sanitary condition duving the last
year, and it cannot improve until we have a complete
water system. This matter is vital for both health
and firc protectior, and requires immediate and
aclive attention. Nothing further bhas been done in
the matter of the St. Andrew’s locks, nor in the fast
Atlantic steamship service, both of which were impres-
sed upon the Dominion Government by the Board of
1893. Then there is the question of the settlement of
vacant lands ncar Winnipeg. Many plans have been
proposed but no progress seems to be made—and yet
nothing would tend to the benetit of Winnipeg more
than the settlement of the vacunt lands surrounding
it. Another matter which has taken up the attention
of former Councils and bean pressed on the City Coun-
cil, is a system which will compel those intending to
ercct buildings of any kind to take out permits from
the City. This will not only be a safeguard as to the
class of buildings, but will supply reliable statisties as
to the value of the City’s progress.  Still another matter
to be dealt with is the action of the fire insurance com-
panies in levying a tax on insurers to cover the
license fee they pay to the Loeal Government. All
these matters I commend to the attention of the new
Council.

And now a few words as to the general outlook in the
Province. The depression referved to in my predeces-
sov's address still continues, but it is not duc toanything
inherent in the Province. It is world wide. Low as
prices ave here, some of our neighbors are much worse
off.  Nebraska bas sppealed to other States for aid to
keep its pecople from starvation. Wheat is lower in
Chicago to-day than it has ever been. The prices our
farmers have obtained for all their preducts have been
very disappointing, very discouraging ; but depression,
low prices and hard times ave not an unmitigated evil.
They teach veduction of expenses and curtailment
of credit. The farmers and merchants of Manitoba
have met the depression courageously, have aceepted
their lesson, and will come out all right, Afterall,
looking to the future, what have we to fear if we ave
ouly prudent. On every hand there are signs of our
progress, and that capitalists have faith in our future.
New clevators are to be built this year, thirteen by
two companies alone, besides what others: may do.
The volume of our grain products is yecarly increas-
ing. In 1984, according to the Government bulletins,
we grew 17,000,000 bushels of wheat aleme.  Our
cattle trade is increasing enormously, and now that
shipping is systemized, train loads are being collceted

and shipped direct to Europe. Our fish trade from our
own inland waters show a gratifying increase—in 1889
the value of the fish caught is cstimated at $180,000,
in 1893 at 5283,000. We are now manutacturing, to a
large extent, our own hams and bacon. New markets
arc opening out for our own dairy products. Winnipeg
cowes fourth among the cities in the matter of bank
clearings, and fourth I believe in postal matters. Then
again there arc very gratifying features connected
with immigration. Although from the ISastern prov.
inces, and from across the ocean, there has been a
falling off, another and a growing source has been
opened to us. We are steadily gaining immigrants
from the United States ; 25 per cent. of last year’s Can-
adian Pacific land sales were to Americans, and within
the last two weeks their Land Commissioner, Mr. 1. A,
Hanrilton, has received 250 letters from heads of families
scattered throughout the union. And what is better,
most of these immigrants bring money and live stock
and chattels with them ; and what is better still, a
great number of them are Canadians wlo have lived
for years in the States and are coming under the old
flag again and back to their old friends. The Domin-
ion Land office gives cqually gratifying information
as to this immigration. Last, but far from least, there
are rumors that the Iudson Bay railway is about to
be built to the Saskatchewan river, affording work for
hundreds, and bringing us three hundred miles nearer
to the great northern outlet to the ocean. All this is
enough to cause us not to despair, but to hope, in spite
of the present depression and with faith in our future
to put our shoulders to the wheel and work steadily
towards its development.

Before closing allow me to thank the Council for
their kindness to me during the year, the Seevetary for
his unceasing and valuable assistance to me, and your-
selves for the honor you did me in electing me your
president.”

W. B. SCARTH, PRESIDENT.

REPORT OF COUNCIL.

The report of the Council followed, the principal
matters of interest being the following :

DEEP WATER NAVIGATION.

An lavitation was reecived last June, from the Coun-
cil of the City of Toronto, for this 7 -ard to send dele-
gates to a Deep Waterway's Convention, to.be held in
that city. This Council did not suceeed in finding any
member of the Board who could make it convenient to
attend the conferenee. From newspaper reports jour
Council Icarned that many conflicting opinions were
advanced, and some resolutions of a general character
passed, but no practical results followed beyond the in-
teresting of a large number of persons in Canada and
the United States, in this important project.

WESTERN GRAIN STANDARDS BOARD.

On the recommendation of the General Grain Commit-
tee of the Board, the names of certain members of the
Board were submitted to the Department of Inland
Revenue, as delegates to the Grain Standards Meeting,
which was held in Winnipeg, on the 18th September
last. Two members of this Board were gazetted as its
representatives, and assisted in selecting standard
samples, which were made as similar as possible to
those chosen in 1893. The standard samples so chosen
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have proved very satisfactory, It may here be men-
tioned that not a single case of appeal has been made
from the inspection of Mr. David lorn, Inspector of the
Winnipeg Division, of the 1894 crop, though, up to the
31st December, 1894, 3,573,050 bushuls had been in-
spected by him and certilicates issued therefor.

CITY SCAVENGER SERVICE.

Some discussion having taken place in the City
Council concerning the best system to adopt to gather
tie yard and house refuse throughout the eity, in Sep-
tember your Council unanimously adopted the follow-
ing resolution, and forwarded a copy to the City
Council :—

Resolved : “That recognizing the efliciency of the
scavengeing system prevailing during the past year,
and that the service given has been much better than
that rendered under the contract system, this Board
urge upon the City Council to continue the present
system, and not to revert to the contractsystem.”

PRESENT OR

The Ion. F. B. Sutton, of Sydney, N.S.W., after his
visit to Winnipeg, presented to the Board a collection
of large and beautiful views of New South Wales,
suitably mounted and handsomely framed. The Coun-
cil, in the name of the Board, forwarded an acknow-
ledgement of the gift.

AUSTRALIAN VIEWS,

FOREIGN CUSTOMS TARIFFS.

The Board is now in receipt of the many foreign
customs tarifts distributed by the Department of Cus-
toms at Ottawa to date, and will receive all issues in
the future. 'These tariffs are fyled in the office for the
use of members, and the general public have been
invited to consult them.

GRAIN EXVIBIT FOR HAMBURG.

Some correspondence took place with the Montreal
General Agent of the Hamburg American Packet Co.,
regarding the advisability, in the interests of Mani-
toba, of there being a Manitoba produce exhibit placed
in the rooms of the Hamburg Ixechange. At the re-
quest of the Council, the Hon. Mr. Greenway con-
sented to supply the material required in IIamburg,
and sharc with the Transportation Companies in the
slight cost of installing it.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATION.

The Council immediately after the last Annual
Mecting, interviewed the Liw Am¢  ments Committee
of the Manitoba Legislature, ans commended that
certain changes be made inthe bills then before the
House, intituled : An Act to Amend “ An Act Prohibit-
ing the Registration of Lien Notes, Ilire Receipts and
Orders for Chattels in Registry and Land Titles Oftices,”
and Aun Act to Amend “The Executions Act.” The
suggestions of the Council were, to some extent, incor-
porated in the changes made in the bills by the Law
Amendments Committee,

SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY.

On the 24th February the Council, at the request of
many citizens, called a public meeting in the Board’s
Room, to allow the promoters of the South Eastern Rail-
way Co. to submit for consideration a proposal they
had made to the Provincial Government, involving

a bonus to the road on certain terms and conditions.
A largely atiended meeting was held and after a full
discussion, it was resolved :—

“'That the City Council and ¢ommereial bodies re-
presented at this meeting attend and interview the

“Provincinl Government at 11 a.m. on Monday, the

20th February, at the Parliament Buildings, and
urge assistance owards the construction of a railroad
to the Lake of the Woods, and these bodies and asso-
ciations wish to extend an invitation to all citizens of
the I'rovinee, who may desire to accompuny thewm, to
the said interview.”

A committee of representatives of the City Couneil,
Board of I'rade, Jobbers Union and the citizens gener-
ally'was appointed to arrange for the meeting with
the members of the Government, and to confer as to
the details presented by the promoters of the railvoad.

A very large and representative gathering met the
members of the Government, and the Premier prom-
ised to carefully consider the proposicion submitted,

The Government afterwards sent out men to ex-
amine the lands along the projected line as to their
value for farming purposes, and for the timber and
wood upon them. The Government have since, at
numerous conferences with the promoters and the com-
mittee, held that the report of their land and timber
examiners will not sustain the contentions of the prom-
oters as to value for a sceurity, and that the proposed
line would notafford any assurance of a reduetion of
freight rates between Manitoba and Lake Superior.
As the magter now stands the Government have declined
to grant aid on the terms proposed by the promoters of
the railroad.

DOMINION INSOLVENT ACT.

Shortly after the annual meeting of last year your
Council received from the Hon. the Finance Minister,
copies of a draft of a proposed Insolvency Bill. The
voluminous character of the Bill required the close and
prolonged attention uf a large Committee, who, after
considerable work, laid before the Council anumber vl
suggestions as to changes necessary to be made before
the Act would be fairly workable in Manitoua. While
the general features of the proposed Bill vere com-
mended by the Committee, details that would probably
be workable in Ontario and Quebec, would, on aceount
of the great area included in County Court jurisdic-
tions in Manitoba, involve great expense and hardship
in this Province. At several meetings held, the llon.
Joseph Martin, M. P., conferred with the Committee as
to details of the proposed Bill, and afterwards from
Ottawa kept the Council informed as to the likelihood
of the Bill being introduced and passed through the
House and Secnate. Nothing, however, was done dur-
ing the sessjon, and the situation remains unchanged.
Correspondence was opened with the leading Boards of
Trade and their views on the subject matter of the
proposed Bili ascertained. The correspondence proves
that, whilc anvious for Insolvency Legislation, the
members of the Boards differ considerably as to the
details of the wmeasure drafted.

FREIGHT RATES.

Taking advantage of the presence in Winnipeg of Siv
W. C. Van Horne, President of the Canadian Pacific ail-
way Company, early in May last, the Committec on
Freight Rates had an interview with him and strongly
urged that the grain rates, both local and through,
should be reduced. After & lengthy discussion of all
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J. H. ASHDOWN,

WHOLESALE

HARDWARE,

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.

A complete stock of CANADIAN and FOREIGN HARDWARE.
Get OUR PRICES for the following SEASONABLE GOODS.

THERE IS MONEY IN IT.

BARBED WIRE. CHURNS.

BLUESTONE. HARVEST TOOLS.

AMERICAN STEEL WIRE POULTRY NETTING.

GREEN WIRE CLOTH.

GUNS AND AMMUNITION.
Roger's Cutlery.

Roger’s Platedware.

BLACK DIAMOND AND GLOBE FILES

SHOVELS AND SPADES.

STEAM FITTINGS.
Clauss Shears.

FOR THE SEASON OF 1895 THE ATVTENTION OF

... THE HARDWARE TRADE ...

ie garticulariy directed to the reduction in Prices we are making ALL ALONG THE LINE.

BOECKH'S

BRUSHES and BROOHS

ALWAYS RELIABLE,

Paint should ask f .
winters should ask for " PBpIpLE BRUSH.
HEHEPOPYP

In Brooms our Latel is a guarantee that the goods are A 1.

In Woodenware our goods are all first-class. and we are
prepared to quote the jobling trade low prices from Winnipeg
steck on

Spruce Butter Tubs,

T>O>

Wash Tubs, Wash Boards (Iimyrcved Globe,
Jubilee and Crescent), Clothes Pins, Pails.

e e

Yes, if you want Churns, be sure

Gradle Churns' ax’x(ll I§etz the Cradle, the latest
and Best.

CHAS. BOEGKH & SONS,

JNO, E. DINGMAN,
Agent, WINNIPEG,

Manufacturers.
ToroNTo, ONTARIO.

PURE HIGHLAND

SGCOTCH WRISKIES

ThHE FAMCUS

LAGAVULIN DISTILLERY

ISLAND OF ISLAY, - - SCOTLAND.

The Lagavulin Whisky is famous for its fine quality,
being made from pure Scotci MALT ONLY, and has long been
the favorite beverage of Sportsmen.

It contains no grain spirit. or other Whiskies one knows
nothing of, and the most eminent Physicians of the day prescribe
it where a stimulant is required.

MACKIE’S_~
PURE OLD BLERD 10 Years 0Oid.

GOLD LWBEL AS PATRONIZED BY ROYALTY AND
TIHE LEADING PHYSICIANS.

THE WHITE HORSE CELLAR.

PURE MALT SPIRIT FROM THE GLENLIVET DISTRICT
WHICH HAS NO SUPERIOR,



6. F. STEPHE

Manufacturers, Importers. Jobbers,

PATNTS,
OIS, GI.ASS,
\V; _A.B N ISH HIS,

e

JPECIALTIES. .

STEPHEN'S

PURE PAINTS | . -

MIXED PAINT
FLOOR PAINT
OXIDE PAINT

| BLACK B. SLAT'G
ENAMELS

WOooD STAINS'
READY-MIXED .

COACH PAINT .

P UB.N. POLISH

X

J::%_I:{fU SJ:EEES

ﬁﬂKDWﬂKE

"MARKET- STREET WAREHOUSE

svecma.ms.

ALABASTINE

JELLS‘I'ONE
' POTATOE BUG

" FINISH

VALENTINE'S,
Colors and Varnish

 CROWN BRAND'

Colors and Varnish

PLATE GLASS

WINDOW GLASS

- FANCY GLASS
| MACHINE OILS

IN ADDITION to the a'bove, we have ananged with the JAMES SMART MANUFACTUR!NG
CO., of Brockvxlle, 2o, carry in stock HDRE a complete assortment of Generax ‘Hard-
ware, Tools .and Stoves of their manufacture, which will be sold at. Factory .Prices with

freight to Winnipeg. added.

I

WE ARE ALSO:OFFERING AT EXCERTIONALLY LOW PRICES SPECIAL LINES OF

Guns, Cutlery, Enamelled. Hollow-—ware and European Hardware Sfm‘ Import,

Inquiries for Pnces will always. recewe our Careful and Prompt Attention.

176 and !18 Market Street,

WINNEPEG




SUPPLEMENT TO THE COMMERCIAL.

the interests involved, Sir William announced that the
matter of a reduction in grain freight rates had been
fully considered by the divectors of the Canadian Pacitie
Railway Conmtpany, and their deeisinn was that no ve-
duction could be made.

The Dominion Government, in answer to petitions
from Manitoba, appointed a Commission from the 1e-
partment of Railways and Canals, to sit at points in
Manitoba and the Northwest Territories and receive
evidence, presented by the [P'rovincial and Territorial
Goveraments, and associations or individuals. regarding
freight rates charged by the Canadian Pacifie Rail
way Company. Counsiderable time elapsed before the
Chrmui-sioners were appuinted, and it was not until
November that their names were made public. The
Commissioners arrived in Winnipeg without any public
notice having been given that they were coming, and
conscquently, persons who desired to appear before
them were not prepared immediately to submit their
evidence. The Board, co-operating with the Provineial
rovernment, arranged with the Commis-.ners, at the
first formal mecting held, that they should return to
Winnipeg at a subsequent date tu receive the state-
ments desired to he given by the Government and  this
Board.  After visiting several provincial towns and
villages, where, in cases, very short notice was given
the residents of their mtended settings, the Commis-
sioners returned to Winmpeg on the 13th becember,
and Mr. J. IL Ashdown, Chairman of vour Committee
appointed to lovk after this matter, presented a tull
statement of Jhe views of the Brard, accompanied by an
extensive series of tables of freight rates comparisons,
percentage exhibits, and comments thereon, showing
clearly that the Canadian Pacitic Railway rates on this
Western Division are largely m excess of those prevail
ine on their Fastern Divisions and other rvads.

COMMISSIONFR TO AUSTRALIA.

The Ilon. Mackenzie Bowell, Minister of Trade and
Commerce, having telegrapled asking that the Board
would give Mr. J. 8 Larke, Canadian Commissioner to
Austrelin, an opportunity of addressing them, a gen-
eral meeting was called for the 5th December, when
Mr. Larke explained the object of his mission to Aus-
tralia and consulted with thuse present on prospective
trade between Canada and the Australian Colonies.
The conclusion arrived at was that at present no trade,
of consequence, coull be carried on between Manitoba
and Australia.

CUSTOMS MATTERS,

The lon. N. Clark Wallace, Cumptroller of (‘ustoms,
met your Council on the ith December for the consid-
eration of a number of matters connected with Castoms
regulatigns at this port, which the Council laid before
him in detail, with the result tnat the Comptroller
promised to arrange if possible that the Customs offices
should be moved from the present inconvenient situa-
tion to the Post Office building., 1lle stated that he
had considered the representations before made by
your Council regarding this matter, and had almost
completed arrangements whereby the Land Commis-
sioner’s staff might be removed to the present Cus-
toms offices and their »ooms utilized by the Customs
Department.

The matter of the detention of a forcign consie nment
by the officers until any packages selected by the
Appraiser were returned to the railroad warehouse,

was submitted to the Comptroller, and he assared the
Council that he would at onee give instruactions to -
mediately deliver the balince of a consignment when
the Appraiser had chosen such packages as he required
for examination,

The inconvenience and delay experienecd by import-
ers in having their postal packages removed from the
Post Oflice to the distant oftices at the Customs ouse,
was represented to the Ion, Mr. Wallace, and he agreed
to place an ofticer ina convenient place m the Pust Oflice
building to deliver packages direct to importers on the
postal entry being made thereof,

Some miuor details regarding tustums regulations
at this port were alsu satisfactorily arranged.

DUFY oN DAIRY MACHINERY.

Representations having been made to your onneil
that the duty imposed on most dairy utensils and
machinery was at the rate of 27} pey cent, while the
rate levied on other agricultural machinery, such as
mowers and reapers, ete., was 20 per cent., and thatt
would be of great bLenetit to the dairy farmers o
Manitoba if the duty on their machinery was reduced.
the matter was brought to the attention of the Cus-
toms Department and a request made that a change m
the rate of duty be made The matter is now under
consideration,

IMPROMED PUSTAL FFACILITIRS,

Alarge number of petitions signed by manv per
sons resident along the lines of the Northern Pieuic
Railway in Manitoba, were forwarded to the Board
with a request that the prayer of the petitions, for
improved postal service between points in the United
States and points along the lines of the Northern
Pacific Railway, should be endorsed by the Board and
the matter urged on the attention of the Dustmaster-
General.  After consideration your Couneil acceded to
the request and the Pustmaster-General was communs-
cated with and replied that he is giving the subject
attention.

GENERAL MATTERS,

The general correspondence ot the Buard for the year
cavered a wide range of subjects such as: Customs and
railvoad tariffs, Exbibits of Manitoba products n differ-
ent places, Prospects of starting industries 1 Winni
peg, Statistics on many matters connected with Manitoba
and Winnipeg, Analysis of Manitoba grain, Red River
improvement, Formation of Boards of Trade, Grain
Standards, the Manitoba elevator system, IFlax culture,
Lands adjacent to Winnipeg, ete.

VISIT OF THE HUN. R. REID.

In Mayv the Counecil extended an invitation to the
members ot the Board and the public generallv to
attend a meeting in the Canadian Pacific Railway
station rooms, kindly placed at our disposal by Mr.
Robert Kerr, ou the occasion of the visit to Winnipeg ot
the Ion. R. Reid, Minister of Defence, of Vietoria,
Australia. The hon gentleman addressed alarge gath
ering on the subject of trade between Canada and
the .\ustralian Colonies and much interest was mani-
fested in the points advanced by him.

BANQUET Tu VISITING STATESMEXN,

On the 23rd June a banquet was tendered to the
Australian delegates to the Colonial Conference held at
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Ottawa, who paid Winnipeg a visit at that date. The
guests comprised Sir enry Wrixon, Ilon. Simon
razer, 1lon. Mr. Fitzgerald, of Vietoria; lon. . B.
Suttor, New South Wales 5 Ion. A. J. Thynne, Queens-
land ; and Mr. Lee Smith, New Zealand., A large gash-
ering assembled around the tables in the Manitoba and
after dinner the President, on behalt of che Board,
warmly welcomed the visitors, who. in reply, made
interesting and eloquent speeches.

The treasurer’s statement showed reccipts of
£1,733.71, and expenditures of $1,186.58, leaving a
bala: ¢ on hand of 847.13, which is a few dollars less
than wic balance carricd over from the previous year.

After the annual report had been disposed of the clec-
tion of officers for 1805 began and resulted as follows :

President—R. T. Riley (acclamation).
Viee-President—F. 11. Mathewson (acclamation.)
""'casm'er—;x\ndrew Strang (acclamation).
Seeretary—C. N. Bell (accianmtion).

Council—-D. W. Bole, S. .\, MeGaw, K. McKenzie, G.
T. Stephens, W. B. Scarth, II. Miller, I W, Stobart, J.
. Ashdown, W. Georgeson, T. A. Aunderson, J. E.
Steen, J. Y. Griflin, D. K. Elliott, I, . Thompson, A.
Bethune, G. 1. Webb.

Board of Arbitrators-—K. MeKenzie, 18 1. Drewry,
G. I Galt, . J. Maulson, S A. D. Bertrand, J. 1L
Brock, R T Riley, S. Spink, John Galt, W. Ifespeley, J.
. Steen, W, B. Searth.

WINNIPEG JOBBERS' UNION,

HE annual meeting of the Winnipeg Jobbers’

LU'nion was held on Wednesday afternoon, Feb.

13. After the opening routine business had been

disposed of, President Bole, who presided, pres-
ented his annual address as follows:

To the Members of the Jobbers Union.
GENTLEMEN :—

In retiving trom the chair T desire to review in as
brief a manner as possible the work of the past
vear. [ wish first to congratulate the Union upon
the fact that the important matters of the previous year
which were pushed forward to sucecess impressed the
entire wholesal: trade of the usefulness of such an
association as ours, and induced into membership
representatives from every wholesale interest in the
city; ITam also happy to state no inroads have been
made into our ranks by death or removal from the
city ; and that all the meetings during the past year
have been harmonious, and will, I hope, result in last-
ing gool to the mercantile interests of this city and
provincee.

During the year the question of chattel mortgages and
other forms of preferences has been she subject of much
discussion. 1t might not be out of place to record herc a
report submitted by Comumittce and adopted Jan. 5th,
1894, as embodying the policy of this Union, on this
important subject; the report reads as follows:

(1) That preferenco bo given to the abolition of chattel
mortgagas excapt for the puarchaso prico or any pirtion therenf
upon the articlea sold at the time of sale, and furthog' that itis
thoaght in the interests of the public that reservation of the
titlo in tho Vondor on a conditivnal sale shall not continue
longer than two years.

12) That liens shall be {vled in the same manner as chattel
mortgages.

(3) Thut no order or other dce iments shall have the effect of
creating any lien or mortgagoe on Jand uuless tho same on the
face of it shall be designated iv large type as** A LAND
MORTGAGE, ™ nor shall any document bo aceepted for registra-
tion unlésy complying with said conditions.

(1) That no chattel mortgages or lious be valid unless {yled
within 30 days of making thereof,

(%) That no real estate mortzage shall be valid uunless
registered within 80 days of execution thereuf. '

(6) That the fee for fyling chattel mortgages or liens shall not
oxceed 23¢,

This declaration is certajnly in the interest of honest
trading, and while it is to be regretted that the legis-
lature did not crystalize into law the principles em-
braced in all the foregoing eclauses, the country is to
be congratulated upon the act passed suggested in
clause 3 which deelaves null and void orders, lien
notes and such other like instruments in so far as they
bind land.

Early in the year commitiees were appointed tocon-
sider the question of the eswablishment in the city of a
wollen faatory, tanuery and cold storage warchouse.
While valuable reports were received and adopted no
very active steps were taken by the Union on these
subjeets.  Perhaps this want of interest is due to the
fact that they are matters of only indirect interest to
the wholesale trade ; they are, however, important to the
city and province as a whole and 1 would recommend
that the reports and other information now in
possession of the Union be placed in the hands of the
the Boar * of Trade.

By farthe most important subject under consider-
ation last year was that relating to bankrupt stocks ;
and the resolution passed March 14th declaring in
favor of cstablishing in the city a bureau for the
reception and disposition of bankrupt stocks, has
favorably impressed not only the retail trade of the
country but other jobbing centres in the Dominion, and
called forth favorable editorial comments from the
leading trade journals of Canada.

The system heretofore existing of selling bankrupt
stocks at so much on the dollar in the town where the
failure took place, and the subsequent slaughtering of
goods, resulted not only in demoralizing trade but in
driving honest traderstoask favors ifnot into bankruptey.
Under the new system stocks are moved into the city,
assorted and sold to dealers in parcels to suit. Duving
the past season thirteen stocks have been received and
disposed of and dividends amounting to about 50 per
cent. of the liabilities have been paid to the creditors.
I am happy to inform members of the Union not present
at the last regular meeting, that a resolution was un.
animously passed recommending a continuance of-the
Bureau, which will be done under Mr. Bertrand’s able
management with such improved methods as experience
has shown to be desirable.

During the months of May and June our sister pro-
vinee of British Columbia was overrun with devasta-
ting floods, resulting in great loss and suffering to the
people ; an emergency neeting of the Union was called
for the 7th of June, and a hasty purse of $1,200 was
subscribed by members and despatched to the Governor
of that province for distribution.
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE COMMFERCTAL.

The rule of railway companies prohibiting travelling
on freight trains, has received considerable attention,
and for some months back negotiations between a com-
mittee of the Union and the railway authorities have
been carried on, and T am glad to say the last inter-
view promised better results than could be hoped for
from former efforts The fact that commercial travel-
lers are not allowed the privilege of riding on freight
trains is resulting in great inconvenienee to them and
large annual loss to  jobbers, and alwgether is a
grievance which the Union should try to correet.

The foregoing are among the more important subjects
treated during the year, and the benefits following,
taken in conjunction with the course of the association
under Mr. Ashdown’s presidency, fully justifies the
wholesale trade of Winnipeg - the organization of this
Union ; but the greater benelits following organization
cannot be found upon the records.  Meeting together
from time to time, and discussing matters of mutual in.
terest tends to brouden the minds of members ; and has
taught us all the important lesson that the shortest,
safest and surest way to advance our irdividual inter-
ests is by moving together in the interests of the entire
wholesale trade  Keen competition in business is apt
to develop suspicions which perhaps sheuld never have
been entertained, but which nevertheless have resulted
in acts not only inglorious but unfair and unjust. The
Union has broken the back of suspicion ; free, dpen and
manly discussion has inereased our respecet for and con-
fidence in one another, developed a larger spirit of
toleration, and resulted in purer and more liberal busi-
ness methods. The most striking evidence of these
good results is the acticn of the Union respecting relicta
judgments. The time was when most of us thought
this a convenient and even nececessary weapon in in-
dividual business warfare : together we have by
resolution, unanimously carried, declar»d it unworthy,
and it is now a standing rule of this Unio.. that it shall
not be used against one another. A committee is now
considering the advisability of asking the Legislature
to make impossible preferences of any kind. I cannot
anticipate the report of that committee, but I sincevely
hope they will find such legislation practicable. Relicta
or snap judgments especially should be struck from our
Statute books. An instrument which must be carried
in the sleeve and is useful only under cover of dark-
ness is dangerous and in ninecy-nine cases out of a hun-
dred dishonest. That which we have declared to be
unworthy as against one another, cannot be worthy a
place upon the law books of our country.

Referring to the state of business in this country, it is
pleasant to learn that all parts of the provinee repors
an abridgement, and in some places a total :as-
pension of the credit system. Low prices and
hard times have taught merchants scme useful lessons
the most important of which is the fact that a tbousand
dallars worth of book accounts is a less satistactory
asset than half that amount of staple goods on the
snelves. The insane desire to do a large business on
this hazardous basis is giving place to more rational
methods. If the period of depression through which
we are passing is educating the mercantile commnnity
up to sanc notions on the question of credit, let us all
cherish the memory of these past two years. While
we, as wholesde merchants, gladl; welcome this
wholesome reform in the country, we must not forges
that we are not wholly guiltless of the existence of the
cvil. The country merchant who can get long credits
is tempted to give them™"While the reform ie going on

in the country is it not an opportunc time to consider a
like reform in our own cirele ? It is true we must meet
competing ISastern cities in the matter of terms, but it is
not impossible to conter with them on this important
subject. Eastern jobbing centres are as weary of long
credits as we are and might be induced to fall iutoline.
In Conada we can boast of muany stable commereial
institutions—mmnong others our banking system—bLut
our system of eredits--long and cheap—is a disgrace to
our commercial fabric. In the United States the
reverse is the order.  The recent period of depression
developed many weak points in the American banking
system and hundreds of monetary institutions went to
the wall, but their system of short credits saved the
nation. Wholesale houses were able tv carry them-
selves, a thing impossible in Canada if an cpidemic of
failure broke out among our banks,

Another subject 1 desire to touch upon is the question
of business education in our schosls. The ecurriculum
of free schools of the higher order is all in the direetion
of the professions-~already done to death. If business
methods were taught inour schools we would have less
failures. The law protects the public against incompet-
ent lawyers by insisting upon certain legal attain-
ments, but allows ignorance to run riot amongst busi-
ness men, resulting in loss of millions of dollars
annually. One hundred and twenty-seven bankrupts
were on the carpet in this room during the past three
years, and if members of this Union will refresh their
menories as to the circumstances attending these fail-
ures they will agree with me that a very large majority
were due to incompeteney. Some of these men did not
appear to know enough to write their own names, others
againcould write Greek verse, but were totally ignor-
ant of the first principles of business, and had to come
to their creditors to learn that they were hopeless
bankrupts. We have seen here exceptions to this rule
~—capable men making honest fuilures—but this class is
in a hopless minovity.

I would also like to refer to the policy of this Union
respecting cowmpromises. Turning our faces against
anything less than 100 cents on the dollar has had a
good moral effect. It has induced people to struggle
with their difficulties or make an assignment—the only
honorable ending of an insolvent condition,

During 1894 the total liabilitics of insolvents between
Port Arthur and the Mountains was $604,984, or 8135,-
668 1less than 1893. I cannot say that this favorable
difference is due to the policy of the Union, but the
figures plainly show that “no compromise " policy has
not resmlted in an epidemic of failure, bus rather
proves—if the figzures bear any relation to the rules of
the Union at all—that traders in difficulty have strug-
gled sucecessfully.

I cannot close without thanking the members of the
Unicn for their uniform courtesy to the chair, and the
Secretary-Treasurer and other officers of the Union for
their able assistance and co-operation,

Wishing the Jobber’s Union of Winnipeg continued
suceeess,

1 rerain,
Yours truly.

D. W. BOLE.
President.

Or. motion the address was received and the meeting
adjourned until February 20, when officers for the cur-
rent year will be clected and other business incidental
to the anoual meeting dealt with,
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A NEW INDUSTRY.

IE Winnipeg Electro-Plating and Novelty Com-
pany is the nucleus of a new industry which was

established here a year ago and is working up «

good business, Little over a year ago, A. C.
I'oster and a company of others embarked in the
cleetro plating  business, contrary to many people’s
opinion. The industry has increased rapidly, till now
they have one of the best equipped plants in thatline in
Canada.

Their plating is cyual tu the best and they have com-
petent workmen in all departments.

Notwithstanding the depression in  the financial
market, trade secius tucome to them, and a look at their
books may convince anyone, having a large amount of
orders booked for spring delivery.

It is always a pleasure for them tu ¢xplain to visitors
different departments of their work and they extend a
cordial invitation to all people throughout the Province
and Territories to visic them when in the ciiy.

No doubt this infant industry, with the push and
encrgy which the present proprietors possess, will
branch out as one of the leading industries of our
western metropolis.

THE CRADLE CHURN.

H1: Cradle Churn, manufactured only in Canada by
Chas. Boeckh & Son . of Toronto, is a Manitoba
invention It was invented and patented by
Mr. Hauilton, of Neepawa, Man.  Though only a

short time iu the market, it is now sold all over Canada
and s fast Lecoming the favorite churn. It is much
more casily worked than other churns and is more
easily  kept  clean, bLesides pussessing all the othet
advautages of the best chiurns of other makes. John E.

s My

Dingman, wholesale agent for Chas. Boeckh & Sons,
handles the churn in Winnipeg, together with the other
manufactures of the firm.

FARMING FAR NOR'TIIL

N 1ISTERN Canada is ann enorinous region, so vast
in extent that ¢ven the residents of the

< country fail to comprehend its vast extent.
Only the southern  fringe of the country
has been invaded yet by agricultural settlers,
and the vast  northern regivns  are  known
only to the adventuresome fur traders and the
native Indian tribes who reside therem and dispate
pussessivn with the wild animals. The large district
known as Athabases, mathed out un the maps as one of
the future provinces uf Western Canada, contains large
areas which are said to be suitable for agricultural
settlement, and with a climate not more severe than
Mauitoba, though farther nurth.

Henry Lawrence enjoys the distinetion of being the
principal farmer in the furthest north tarming secttle-
ment on this continent, latitude 5S degreces and 20
minutes north, some 350 miles further north than
Edmonton, Alberta. There are places much further
north where some farming is carried on, but only an
assistance to other means of livelihood. At Vermillion,
however, I£. S. Lawrence and Ilenry Lawrence and
several retired Hudson's Bay Company secvants who
bave zettled there, depend entirely upou their crops
and stock fur their living., There is a small steam
flour and saw mill run by E. L. Lawrence besides his
farm. Henry Lawrence farms about 10U acres and
keeps horses, cons, pigs and punltry anl raises wheat,
vats and barley, potatues and routs generally with
good saecess.  he has been farming for ten years pas,
having gune to Vermillion in 1834,
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SALES DEPARTMENT:

134 PRINCESS STREET.
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FULL assortment of all goods required in a

General Store can be « btained by the trade
at the Sales Department of this Association in lots
to suit purchasers, and at prices greatly below
l wholesale cost.

Do not fail to consider earnestly the impor-

tance of this organization, and give it the support it
! merits, as its continuation depends entirely upon
the patronage it receives.

S A. D. BERTRAND,

SECRETARY-TREASURER,

Office : Corner 2nd Street and 2nd Avenue.
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