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ALICE'S TALENT.

Alice sat with her Bible on her lap.
She had been reading, but now she sat
very still, with a troubled look on her face.
“Oh, dear!” said she after a while, “ |
don’t believe I have got
any talent. Now, there's
Emma. Miss Wilson says
she certainly has a talent
for music, and Lou Ben-
son can draw anything she
sees, and is going to take
painting lessons; but T
don’t seem to have a talent
for anything. Maybe it
only means grown people:
but the verse says, ‘ He
called his own servants,
and oh, I do want to be
e of the Lord's ser
vants!”  And one or two
tears fell on Alice’s open
Bible.

Aunt Bell happened to
pass through just then,
and noticing Alice’s down-
cast face, stopped to ask,
“ What is the matter with
this little girl ¥

““ Because, oh, because
—JI dom’t seem to have
any talent, Aunt Bell.”

“Let us read those
verses over together, dear.”
said auntie. “Jt is a
good thing to think about
what we are reading,
Alice, if we cannot dis-
cover at once what our
talent may be.”

So Alice and Aunt Bell
read the parable together.

“De you notice, Alice,
it says, “to every man
according to his ° several
ehility '? What does that
mean, do you think "

“As much as he was
able to have or to do;
don’t it, auntie 1™

“Yes; and I don’t think the Bible
anywhere tells us we must do any more
than we are able tc do. God gives each
one of us talents according to our several
ability. You are only « little girl and he

requires of you only a little girl’s work.”

* But what can 1 do, aunde?
sing in the choir, as Emma does:

I ean’t
I can’t

give to our mission society as Lizzie Barr
does, for her father gives her more for her

ALICE'S TALFNT.

monthly spending movey than 1 cai Lave
m a whole year; I'm not smart about
writing compositions as Nellie Gifford is
So what can T do?”
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Then she sat down
mended the zlwes, w
placed the missing butta
and neatly sewed a ripyyusl
place in the
lining.

“1 wonder if
he called an opportunt
she said aloud, as <iw
worked, forgetfn {
Brother Will's presenc
for he had taken up a
newspaper and was half
hid behind it

“To be sure it can.”

said Will, laughing A
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“1 was thinking about the

said Alice, simply. “What is yours,
willy
“Tt seems to be to make rk for a
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dear litde sister. Really, I'm afraid 1
don’t think as much about that as 1 might

or ought. Is that done? I'm much
obliged.”  And Will kissed her ani went
off in a quick way, as if he feared she
would say more.

“ Dear little Alice! she did not know
she ha improved two opportunities, and
that ber words were stirring her brother’s
conscience uneasily.

Nellie's now,” thought Alice.
read my * Life and Adventures in Japan’
until the bell rings.” But as she went
into the sitting-room, where she had left
ber book, grandma, who was engaged in
knitting, said:

“ Can my little girl swp long enough to
pick up these stitches for grandma? My
old eyes won't let me see to put them on
just right ” ;

So Alice patiently took up the dropped |

snyone telling her.
Alice had to go to ber drawing class.
When she came home and was laying off
bee wrape in the hall she heard mother
and Aunt Bell talking in the parlor.

“ 1 was in to see Mrs. Elton this morn-
ing,” said Aunt Bell; “she has been so
shut up all winter; ske has no nurse, and
caunot leave her baby.”

“ 1 have missed her from church and
pravermeeting,” said mother;  she used |
to go so regularly.”

Alice went into the roum an ., sst down
to bser book, but somehow she kept think- |
ing abut Mrs. Elton and prayer-meeting. !

“ Mamma,” said she very slowly, and |
coloring a good deal, “ would you care if |
1 went over to Mrs. Elton’s and tock care
of her baby, so she could go to prayer- I
meeting I

“ (fertainly not, my dear. 1 think it
would be very kind, neighborly thing for
a little girl to do; but be very careful with ]
baby.” |

+ Indeed, it's very good of you, Allie,” |
<aid Mrs. Elton, when Alice made known |
her erramd. <1 have wanted to go so |
much.” !

Alioe took faithful care of her little |
charge, and felt not a little weary when |
the mother returned. But Mre. Elton’s |
brightened face and heartfelt thanks were |
a sweet reward for one hour’s work, and |
her own heart told her it was more blessed
to give than to receive. |

“ Has Alliec found any opportunities |
to-day!” asked Aunt Bell, as she told |
Alice good-night. |

“ So many, auntie, that I feel almost

| 2196 St. Catbering Street.

I sure, 1 have done only very little
thangs.

“ Your lible says, * |M|ll~4 not the day
of small things"
jear Allie, who do realize what a great
talent opportanity is.
lwok for it, and try to trade it well, and
vou may gain even ten talents.”
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HOW THE FIRE WENT OUT.
BY JULIA H. JOHNSTON.

Rosa, Bess and Lettie lived on the same
street, a block apart. Bess lived in the
mddle.

They were all good neighbors, but sud-
deniy something seemed to go wrong.
Rosa said something unkind about Lettie,
and lLettie said something Lateful about
Rosa, and Dess hurried to teli the other
what cach had said. At last the angry
feelings grew so hot it seemed as if they
would burn up all the warm, sweet love
there had always been between the three

little girls.

It was Bessie's grandma who first found |

out all about this.
= Bessiv,” she said,

the kitchen and then never put a chip or a

stick of wood om it, what would happen

“The fire would go out,” said Bess.

“Yes. You know that yourself. But
that very thing is written in the Bible, too.
It says in the book of Proverbs that

| * where no woud is the fire gueth out,” but |

it saye something else.”

“What elsel” asked Bess, wondering |

much.

“It says where there are no tale-
afraid of such a great talent. Though, to ' bearers, or people who tell tales, you

There are few of us, |

in the meanwhile, |

“ suppusc Nora ‘
1 should kindle a fire in the wood stove n

Cknow, that quarrels stop, just as a fire
!;_mw out where there's no wood to burn.
l When two people are angry at each other,
there «eius to be fire in their Learts, and
| every mean thing they hear about each
wther makes the fire burn more. If no-
| tuxdy tells the mean things, by-and-bye that
! tire will zo out, because there’s nothing to
| burn. Do you see?”

Bess hung her bead, and stood still,
thinking. * [ see what you mean, grand-
ma,” she said.

“ Now, dear, I'm sure you are making
the fire burn by telling Lettie and Rosa
what each says about the other, and it is
as bad te help on a quarrel as to quarrel
yourself. You are breaking Jesus’ Golden
Rule. Stop it at once, and say only
ant things, and do not tell either
girls anything the other says

“1 will try,” said Bess,
upstairs to her room and stood
window a kns::le. Then she
to play with and Lettie.
hard to make them be frieads,
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pears.

“ Why did you not pocket some of those
nice pears?” said the other
stood in the door and seen the fine chance
ke had to help himself. “ There was no
one to see you.”

“ Yes, there were two persons to see e,
even if you had not been there. 1 was
there to see myself, and 1 could never have
feit happy again if 1 had stolen; and God
was there to see me. And how could I
have kneeled down and said, ¢ Our Father
who art in heaven,” if I had taken what
did not belong to mel”

Let us always remember, when we are
tempted to do wrong because no one seems
to be looking at ns, that at Jeast two
persons will know of the act: one the
| actor and the other the great Judge of all.
Olive Plants.

“I'LL PUT IT OFE.”
Some little folks are apt to say,

When asked their task to touch:
“ Il put it off at least to-day;

It cannot matter much.”

Time is always on the wing;

You cannot stop its flight;
Then do at once your little tasks:

You'll happier be at night.

But little duties still put off

Will end in “ never one,”

And “ By-and-bye is time enough ”

Has mised many a one.

—t -
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KITTIE LENDS A HAND.
“ Hurrah for a game of blind man’s buff 1
“ Yes, let us” May, “if
enongh.”
Said Jack, “ If ouly we'd one more one:
But hurry. and let’s have lots of fun.”
“ Now come, every one. stand in a row
While I count you, * Env, meeny, mo.
And * Hopa-du-cha, pop-a-du-cha !’
O Tot, you're it. How does that
you

eried we're

Then around the roan they daneed with
glee,

Thought Kittie, “ I wish they'd play with
me.”

I'll jump on this chair as Tottie goes by ;

Maybe she’ll think me a child that's
nigh.”

How they laughed when Tottic canght
the cat,

Giving it many a loving pat.

“You darling thing, we needed one more,

For blind-man’s-buff is jolly with four.”

LESSON NOTES.
FOURTH QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
ISAIAH TO MALACHL
Lessox VIilL.— November 12.
EZKA'S JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM.
Ezra. 8. 21-32. Memorize verses 21-23.
GOLDEN TEXT.

The hand of cur God is upon all themn

for good that seek him.—Ezra. 8. 23,
THE LESSON STORY.

Not all the Jews who had been captives
in Babylon so many years went back to
Jerusalem at first Among those who
stayed was Ezra, a priest and teacher of
the law of God. He was a wise and good
man, and King Cyrus was very willing
that he should go back to his own country
and teach the law of God there. The king
believed in Ezra's God because Ezra was
a good man. Cyrus told Ezra that he
might take with him all the Jews he
wanted to, and he also gave him gold and
silver and vessels, which were worth a
great deal of money, to use in the temple
services. It was a wild country through
which Ezra and his company had to go.
The land was full of enemies, and Ezra
knew that these evil men would be very
glad to rob him. He did not like to ask
King Cyrus to send soldiers with them to
save them from their enemies. Ezra had
often told the king what a great, strong
helper was their God, and that be took
care of the people who trusted in him, but
Ezra knew that there was danger, and he
wanted his people to seek protection from
2 hi King than the king of Persia; so
hwﬂllud them to hold a fast, and during
this time the people not only fasted, but

suat |
| this was becanse “ the hand of our God ”
{ had been upon then. and <o it was.

" confessed their sins and prayed to God to

lead them safely back to their old home.
How wise Ezra was in secking help of
God rather than of man! God heard and
helped then so that they went forward in
peace and perfect safety, he jnnrm-;
2 one, but iu four months from
‘ :ixr_‘. lef: ll.xl{\ lon they reached
there  their  friends
weleomed them with jov. Ezra said that

rusalem, and

QUESTIONS FOE THE YOUNGEST.

1. Where did Ezra live? In Babylon.

2. Who was he? A priest and teacher
of the jaw.

3. Where did he want to go? To
Jerusalem.

4. What for?
be ta: cht.

5. Who was the king at this time!

6. What did he tell Ezra?
might go.

7. What did he give him?
and vesse.s for God’s house.

Maoney

onet
land.

10. To whom did Ezra go for help ?
To God.

11. Did  any harm come to the
travellers? No, for God kept them.

12. How long did it take them to g0 ?
Four months.

There were many enemies in the

Lessox VIIL - —November 19.
NEMEMIAN'S PRAVER.
Neh. 1. 111
GOLDEN TEXT.

The effectnal fervent prayer of a right

cous man availeth much.-— James 5. 16,
THE LESSON STGRY.

Nehemiah was a good and true servant
of the Lord.  When the captive Jews went
lack to Jerusalem soms staved behind in
Persia, and Nehemiah was one of these.
The king had made him his capbearer,
and Nehemiah Tived at the king's court.
Se. although he loved his people and his
country very dearly, he did not go back at
this time, for perhaps he thought he could
please the Lord better by staying in =
strang® land and among heathen people.

But he was always glad when he could
hear any news from Jerusalem, and one
day he saw some Jews who told him that
the people in the holy city were in great
trouble.  They told him that the walls of
the city had been broken down and its
gates burned with fire. This made Nehe-
miah very sad, for he knew that the Lord
would not let their enemies come to
trouble the Jews unless they had forgoten
to keep his law. He felt so troubled that

he wept for many dave. Fe could not eat

The people needed tn
That he

8. Who weunt with Ezra? Many Jews. |
9. Why was the journey a dangerous |

Memorize verses S 2.

his food, ani wuch of the time be spent '

n praying to the great God. He oon
fossed his own sins and the sins of has
pevpie to the Lord, and asked to be shown
what he ought to do, for N
not satisfied to be comafortable and bappy
when his people were in sueh distress,
3 bemiah began to feel that
» tus own land and build
again.  But he was afraid
that the King “vould not iet him go, so he
asked the Lord w give him belp in o
pettion that he was going to make to the
king. Nehemisi knew that no good thing
can be done without the ?n-lp of God.
QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNGEST.

ian was

By and

ke ought w
i the walls

1. Who was Nchemiaht A captive
.||'W.

2. Where was ke a captive? Ip
Persia.

3. What did he do! jle was the

' king's cupbearer.
4. Where was his In the
| king's
5. Where was the home he loved best i
! In his own land.
6. What bad news did he hear? That
! Jernsalem was iy trouble.
7. What was the trouble?
were broken down.
| 8. What did he want to do? Go and
| build them up.
| 9. Why did he want to do this! Be-
| cause he loved Ged and his house.
10. What did be fear? That the king
would not jet him go.
11. Whom did he ask about it?! God.
12, What did be ask God to remem-
{ler ¢ His own promises.
]

home ?

Its walls

“THE HEAVENLY FATHER'S
BABY.”

| The tale that 1 have to tell you is a
very sorry one. A Christian Chinese
woman came to my aunty’s dispensary the
other day with a little baby not her own.
Shali 1 tell you how she happened to have
(154

e 'i.i_\ she went into a neighbor’s
house, where there was a wee baby a fow
hours old.

Its mamma was very poor, and said that
<he would have to kill it.  She tried to
smother it; but when it did not die right
away, she began to strangle it

The good Christian woraan held out ber
anns, and said: “ Give it to me and | will
care for it.” Seo, although this Christian
woman is berself very poor, she has
adopted the little girl, and is caring for
her. She does this beeause she Joves
Jesus; and she calls it the “ Heavenly
Father's Baby,” for she savs that he will
give her the money to take care of it

Heathen mothers often sell their babies.
Omne day my papa saw a woman tryving to
sell her baby for fifty conts.

Maybe 1 can sometime write you more
about the poor little Chinese babiea—
Edith M. Fulton (nine years old), Can-
ton, China.
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UNWELCOME VISITORS.

The Chinese are often a great pest W
the captains of sea-going vessels, trom
their babit of swarming over the decks
and often pilfering and carrying off
whatever they can lay their bands on.
Someties, Wwo, they are regular pirates,
who will board a vessel, take pussession
of 1t by force, and kill or capture 1is
otficers and crew. .\ very efiecuve way
of dispersing these 1s W attach the buse w
the stewn pump and drve thowm over
oard. 11 ey prove very refraciory Lol
water can be used, of winch they have a
great boror.  Uur piciure sbows the way
i which the ofiicers of Lord Brassey s
yacht, the Sunbeam, got nid ol ther un
welcvlne visitors.

1 hiree little children were sitting in the
room ome eveming while their mother wa-
busy ironing—Jobnny, and Fred, and
Louise. Johnny was uine years old, aud
be read aloud to his little brother and
sister. \\benever they came W any harld
word ihat they could not understand, thers
mother would tell them what it meant

Louisc bheld up ber hand for attention.
“1'd like to bave mother tell us what
- unseifish * means. Maybe 1 know, but |
want her o tell it bher way,” said the
cluld.

“ 1 will illustrate it by a httle story
when Johuny is through reading, and |
am done ironing,” said their mother.

Then after awhile she told this story:

“ Once upon a time there were thre
little children, and their mother told them
that she would give each one a penny for
every six eggs Lie brought into the house.
The oldest child brought in six or eight
eggs a day, but the younger ones conldn t
find any. Tho pests were all low davwn "

quiet places, easily reached.

three litthe ones thonght
of a plan that please |
him  exeeslingly,  and
he put it into execttion

“ e wonld peep inte
the other nests ‘l}"_\’.
and if there were
cuws in them he would
take those ount of his
nests and put them in
theirs, and let his little
brother and sister think
that they had been laid
there.

“ That s what one
calls an unselfish act.
He was glad to give up
his own pleasure
make his little brother
and  sister  Lappy,
though 1 bolieve his
delight was  greater
than  theirs.

comfort and happiness of others before

if there is anything good or

your OwWn.
try and help someone else to

enjoyable,

get it.  Never fear but you will be happy
enough. An unselfish person is rarely

unhappy.”

Just here the mother's eyes fell on
Johmny. Little fellow! he was appearing
uns]w-a-k:hl.\‘ full of some kind of emotion.
flis hands were thrust down into his
pockets, and  be looked right into the
grate, just as though he thonght the rel
blazes were something wonderfully new
and beantiful. His face was red, too, bt
then the reflection of the glowing fire
might have made that. He twisted his
head around uneasily when his mother’s
eve fell npon him.

“ That bov in the story was our biessed
jittle brother Johnny, wasu't it, mother?
Say, wasn't it, Fred? Say, all of you.
Oh! oh! ! thought my hen pitied me and
jaid lots of egzs just to please me, anl
it was our Johnny all the time!”
and Louise flew to the little hero, and
sulled his head about, and hugged him,
and kissed him, and tickled him, and then
he sat looking just as ashamed as though
be had stolen somebody’s hens’ eges an<d
been caught at it

“« Oh, who told vou that, ma?” said he,
looking down modestly, “1 dida't want
‘em to know if ever—"

“ (7h, maybe a little bird sang it to me,”
<aid the glad wother, hughing.

“ Nobody ean do anything that our
mother won't find out.” said Fred, laying
hi« hand on Johnny's shoulder.

“ Now we know wlat unselfish means,
don’t we?” said Lomise, “and 1 mean to
try and be jnst as unselfish as ever i
can”: aud here she flew at ler little
brother Johnny, and hegan fuzzing wp his

there

hair, and patting his cheeke, and all the

You |
should all seek to be unselfish—study the

“The eldest of the ! while prond of the shy. kind brother, wha

B wt <l 2 <weet example of unselfish-
ness hwefore them.
POLITENESS IN JAPAN.

1arely will =ueh polite boys be met out-
<de of Japan. A gentleman passes in a
jire vik-i-sha ; off woes every eap—no, not
cap. for we are supposing this to be befor
forcigners brought caps to Japan. A
searf wonnd around the head is a Japanesa
cap: this is entirely removed, and the
politest of bows given. A Japanese bow,
who ean deseribe it? Down goes the head,
over goes the body, with hands on the
knees, until an American boy would think
that the little Jap had turned into a
veritable jack-knife, and was shutting up
to o into some giant’s pocket.

This politeness is found in every class,

. for in walking through the fields a com-
" mon laborer will take off his head s-ari

and greet you with a bow.

Especially are the school-boye polite.
When the teacher enters in the morning
he will find the boys all formed in a line.
They will give him a succession of low
bows, and bid him many polite good-
mornings.

“WHERE THERE'S A WILL
THERE'S A WAY.

This is a very old proverb, anl a very
trie one. Sometimes we forget it though,
and say “ 1 can’t” before we have reall,
tried at all. Some years ago a few kind
neople made up their minds to try to get
hold of all the chimney-sweeps in Dublin
and give them an education. One day a
little fellow came who was asked if he
knew his Jetters.

“() yes,” he answered.

“('an you speil 7"

- oh m"

“ Can you read ¥

“ (h, yes.”

“ What books did yon learn from?”

“ Pleuse, sir, | never had a book.”

“ Then who was your schocimaster

“ 1 never went to school at all.”

The gentleman stared, for it seemed
very strange that a boy should be able to
read and spell, and yet never had a master.

“Then how ever did you learn?” he

" asked.

The little boy smiled, and linked his
arm in that of a sweep somewhat older
than himself.

“ Please, sir, Jim taught me the letters
over shop doors as we went to our work,
and now | know all the words by heart;
and if yoy'd kindly let us have some books
to read, and teach us to do sums and writ-
ing, we'd be very thankful.”

Can’t you fancy what good pupils those
two boys became, and how they delighted
in reading in books instead of making
their necks ache by peering up at the
shops ¢




