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s, By His Excellency Sir EDMUND WALKER HEAD, Baronet, Lieutenant
: Governor and Commander in Chief of the Province of New Brunswick,
&c. &c. &Kec.

EDMUND HEAD, Lt Gorernor. -
" A PROCLAMATION.

WTHEREAS the General Assembly of this Province stands prorogued to the last

Tuesday of this present month of June, I have thought fit further to prorogue
the said General Assembly, and the same is hereby further prorogued to the second
Tuesday in September next.

Given under my Hand and Sea},. at Fredericton, the seventeenth
day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun-
dred and fifty one, and in the fourteenth year of Her Majesty’s
Reign.

By His Excellency’s Command.

J. R. PARTELOW.

2y, By His Excellency Sir EDMUND WALKER HEAD, Baronet, Lieutenant
E Governor and Commander in Chief of the Ptovmce of New Brmvm:k

EDMUND HEAD, Lt. Governor.
A PROCLAMATION.

THEREAS the General Assembly of this Province stands praregued-to the
second Fuesday of this present month of Septemben, 1 have thought fit far-
ther to. prorogue the said General Assembly, and the same is further pnorogued to the
last Tuesday: in. Noevember next. .

Given under my Hand and Seal, at Fredencton, the second day of
September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun-
dred and fifty ane, and in the. ﬁfleenth year of, Her Majesty’s
Rexon

By His Excellency’s Command.

J. R. PARTELOW.



aire, By His Excellency Sir EDMUND WALKER HEAD, Baronet, Lieutenant
v Governor and Commander in Chief of the Province of New Brunswick,

&c. &c. &ec.

EDMUND HEAD, Li. Governor.
A PROCLAMATION.

HEREAS the General Assembly of this Province stands prorogued to Tues-

day the twenty fifth day of November instant, I have thought fit further to

prorogue the said General Assembly, and the same is hereby prorogued to the fourth
Tuesday in December next.

Given under;my Hand and Seal, at Fredericton, the eighteenth
day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and fifty ope, and in the fifteenth year of Her Ma-
jesty’s Reign.

By His Excellency’'s Command.
J. R. PARTELOW,

e, By His Excellency Sir EDMUND WALKER HEAD, Baronet, Lieutenant
: Governor and Commander in Chief of the Province of New Brunswick,
&c. &c. &c. :

EDMUND HEAD, Lt Governor.
A PROCLAMATION.

HEREAS the General Assembly of this Province stands prorogued to Tuesday

the twenty third day of December instant, I have thought fit to prorogue the

said General Assembly, and the same is hereby prorogued to Wednesday the seventh
day of January next, then to meet at Fredericton for the dispatch of business.

Given under my Hand and Seal, at Fredericton, the tenth day of
December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and fifty one, and in the fifteenth year of Her Majesty’s Reign.

By His Exzcellency's Command.
J. R. PARTELOW.




JOURNAL

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF THE

Province of New Brungwick.

SECCOND SESSION OF THE FIFTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
ANNO DECIMO QUINTO VICTORIZ REGINE.

His Excellency Sir Edmund Walker ¥iead, Baronet, Lieutenant Governor
and Commander in Chief.

At Fredevicton in the Probince of Nelw Brunsivick,
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER, Wednesday, Tth January, 1852.

HE %eneral Assembly having been by four Proclamations prorogued to this
day, the House met—

PRESENT:
THE HON. Mpr. Black, President.
My. Saunders, Myr. Botsford,
Mr. Chandler, Mr. Halch,
Myr. Kinnear, Mr. Minchin,
Myr. Hazen, Mr. Harrison,

Mr. Odell, Myr. Connell.
PRAYERS. :

At two o’clock, His Excellency Sir Edmund Walker Head, Baronet, Lieutenant
Governor and Commander in Chief of the Province, came to the Council Chamber,
and being seated in the Chair on the Throne, commanded the Gentleman Usher of
the Black Rod, through the Honorable the President, to let the Assembly know—
“Jt is His Excellency’s pleasure that they attend him immediately in this House.”

‘Who being come,
The President of this House said—

 Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and
“ Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

“Iam commanded by His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor to inform you, that
he doth not think fit to declare the causes for which he has convened this Session of
the General Assembly until there be a Speaker of the House of Assembly. It is
therefore His Excellency’s pleasure that you, Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

do
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do repair to the place where the sittings of the House of Assembly are usually held,
and there choose a fit person to be your Speaker, in the room of the Honorable
Charles Simonds, resigned, and that you present the person who shall be so chosen
to His Excellency in this House, to-morrow, at two o’clock, for his approbation.”

The House of Assembly withdrew, and His Excellency was pleased to retire.

. The Honorable the President acquaints the House that by three several Instruments

under the Hand and Seal of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, respectively
dated the third, fifth and sixth of December 1851, Thomas Gilbert, Esquire, William
H. Steves, Esquire, and John H. Ryan, Esquire, were provisionally appeinted Mem-
bers of this House, and desire to be admitted.

Orperep, That the Honorable Messieurs Chandler and Hatch be appointed a
Commiittee to attend the Honorable Messieurs Gilbert, Steves, and Ryan, to see them
qualified. )

Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 o’clock.

THURSDAY, 8th January, 1852.

PRESENT:
THE KON. Mr. Black, President.
Mpr. Saunders, Mpr. Botsford,
Mr. Chandler, Myr. Hatch,
My. Solicitor General, Myr. Minchin,
Mr. Hazen, Mr. Odell,
Myr. Harrison, Mr. Connell.

PRAYERS.

The Honorable Mr. Chandler, from the Committee appointed to attend the Honor-
able Messieurs Gilbert, Steves, and Ryan, and see them qualified, reported that they
had attended the said Gentlemen, who severally took the usual oaths in the presence
of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor.

The Honorable Messieurs Gilbert, Steves, and Ryan, were then severally introduced
between the Honorable Mr. Chandler and the Honorable Mr. Hatch, and took their
Seats.

At two o'clock, His Excellency Sir Edmund Walker Head, Baronet, Lieutenant
Governor and Commander in Chief of the Province, came to the Council Chamber,
and being seated in the Chair on the Throne, commanded the Gentleman Usher of
the Black Rod, through the Honorable the President, to let the Assembly know—
« It is His Excellency’s pleasure that they attend hiin immediately in this House.”

Who being come,
Mr. Crane said—

“ May it please Your Eaxcellency,

“Your Excellency having communicated your pleasure to the Assembly, they
returned to the place where they usually deliberate, and immediately proceeded to
choose
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choose a Speaker; they have elected me to that impc;rtant office and honorable
situation, and they now present me to be approved of by Your Excellency.”

The President of this House said—

“ Mr. Crane,

¢« 1 am commanded by His Excellency to assure you, that he is fully sensible of your
zeal for the public service, and of your sufficiency to execute the duties of the office
to whick you have been elected by the House of Assembly, and that he doth most
readily approve of their choice, and allow and confirm you to be their Speaker.”

Then the Speaker of the Assembly said—
“ May it please Your Ezxcellency,

“ Your Excellency having been pleased to approve of the choice which the Assem-
bly have made in electing me to bLe their Speaker, it now becomes my duty, on their
behalf, and in the name of the Assembly, again to claim and demand that they have
all their ancient and accustomed rights and privileges, which, although already con-
ceded, should still be kept in view,—particularly freedom of speech—freedom from
arrest—access to Your Excellency at such times as they may think the public service
requires it—and that the most favourable construction be put upon all their proceed-
ings. On my own behalf, I have to request that any error of mine niay not be imputed
to the House of Assembly.”

Then the President of this House said—

“ Mr. Speaker,

« His Excellency hath the utmost confidence in the loyalty and attachment of this
House of Assembly to Her Majesty’s Person and Government, and in the wisdom,
temper and prudence which will accompany all their proceedings; and he doth most
readily and willingly grant and allow them all their privileges in as full and ample a
manner as they have at any time heretofore been granted and allowed.

“ With respect to yourself, Sir, though His Excellency is sensible that you do not
stand in need of such assurance, His Excellency will ever put the most favourable
construction on your words and actions.”

Then His Excellency was pleased to open the Session by the following Speech to
both Houses:—

“ Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
“ Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

66 I HAVE called you together rather earlier than usual, and I have much pleasure

in meeting you again on the present occasion. The legislation which has taken
place in Canada and Nova Scotia, has made it expedient that an opportunity should be
afforded you, with as little delay as possible, for considering the very important subject of
Railway Communication in British North America. At the same time I rejoice that
circumstances have been such as to spare the expense to the Province, and the inconve-
nience to yourselves, which an extraordinary Session would have occasioned, but which
the importance of the subject would have warranted,

« Before



8 JOURNAL OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

« Before noticing any other topic, it is my duty to communicate to you the melancholy
fact of the decease of His Majesty the King of Hanover, Uncle to our gracious Queen.

« A considerable mass of Papers relating to the proposed construction of a Halifax
and Quebec Railway, will immediately be placed in your hands, and from these Papers
you will learn the present condition of this great question. You know that Canada and
Nova Scotia have manifested an earnest desire to accept in some form the aid offered by
Her Majesty’s Government for the promotion of this object. I sincerely trust that
it may appear consistent with the interests of New Brunswick to co-operate cordially in
such a scheme. Of this, at any rate, I feel convinced—jyour interests are part and parcel
of the interests of British North America.

«In the Despatches laid before you, you will find the reasons why Her Most Gracious
Majesty has not been advised as yet, to assent to the Act passed last Session in aid of
the European and North American Railway : A Bill containing the proposed amend-
mexts will be submitted for your consideration.

“In my opinion, a Railroad uniting Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia,
especially in connection with a Line to the United States, would produce an abundant
return to this Province : I believe that your Revenue would increase very largely,
without imposing additional burthens on any one—that millions of acres now untrodden,
would supply food for man, and that millions of tons of timber, now standing worthless
in your forests, would find a profitable market.

«It will however be obvious that the introduction of capital from other quarters, is
almost indispensable to the construction in this Province of works of such a character
on a large scale. If you have made up your minds to have Railways, the question is—
« How can such capital be got?” The surplus capital of our own Province would go-
but a little way ; the distances are great, and our means are limited. You know as well
as I do, that to withdraw a large amount of private capital suddenly from its present
employments, would derange and dislocate all the ordinary industry of the country.
The Farmer, the Fisherman, the Lumbeier, the Merchant, and the Agriculturist, would
have to forego at once the use of sums on which they severally rely for the prosecution
of their business. Although it is no doubt true, that such an outlay would ultimately
repay itself with ample interest, yet, in the interval, without an advance of capital from
some other source, great distress would be suffered.

« Having said this much on the subject of Railways I leave the matter in your hands.

« Papers will be laid before you relating to the adjustment of our long disputed Boun- -
dary with Canada. I think I may congratulate you on a fair and equitable settlement of
this question by an Act of Imperial Parliament, and I rejoice in having contributed to
effect this arrangement.

« A powerful movement has been made in England for the reform of the Law, especially
that portion of it which relates to the admission of certain kinds of evidence. You
will have to deliberate whether the changes made in the Mother Country should be
adopted here at once, or whether it would be more advantageous to watch their practical
operation until another Session. I have no hesitation in avowing myself favourable to
the principle of these changes.

« A general revision of the Laws is of essential importance, especially with a view to
their simplification,—1I therefore recommend this subject to your attention.

uA
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« A Bill for the regulation of Parish Schools has been prepared—when it is submit-
ted to you, I am sure that it will receive at your hands all the consideration which the
importance of the subject so peculiarly requires. ‘

« The Post Office has been taken into the hands of the Provincial Government. The
{alling off in the amount of receipts consequent on a reduction of Postage is considera-
ble; but we must look to increased facilities for correspondence as an ultimate source of
improvement in this respect. The moral and commercial advantages of cheap and easy
intercourse by letter cannot be over-estimated.

« T rejoice for similar reasons in the extension of our lines of Electric T elegraph, which
I hail as one of the most useful results of private enterprise.

« The improvement of ihe River Saint John has been in some degree retarded during
this year, by the unusual Leight of the water during the Summer months. I shall cause
to be Jaid before you a Report from two Civil Engineers on the scheme for cutting
through Grimross Neck, which has indeed already been sanctioned by the Legislature,
but in which nothing has been done.

« T aminclined to believe that the formation of Fishery Societies, and the steps taken by
the Executive in pursuance of the Act of last Session to protect the Spawning Grounds
and River Fisheries, will all prove measures beueficial to this branch of industry.

« The Returns of the Census are in active preparation, but the mass of matter is such
that I fear it will not be ready to lay before you in a satisfactory shape very early in the
Session. I have directed all possible care to be taken in digesting the information
obtained. Of the results of the Returns I cannot yet speak with confidence.

« Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

« The improvement in the Revenue during the past year is again a subject for rejoic-
ing. You will bear in mind that the comparison between 1851 and 1850, owing to a
change of the time to which the Accounts are made up, is even more favourable than it
might, at first sight, appear. :

“I congratulate you on the flourishing state of the Provincial Finances. The demands
upon the Treasury have been promptly met. The cighth annual instalment of Five
thousand pounds Sterling, upon the Loan negotiated in 1844, has, as usual, been paid
when it became due.

“ The amount of the Loan yet remaining unpaid is only Thirty thousand pounds
Sterling, which is amply provided for by the one per cent. Duty imposed by the Act
passed when it was negotiated. .

“T recommend you to consider the expediency of consolidating and partially amending
the Laws for the collection and protection of the Revenue—A Bill will be laid before
you for effecting these objects.

“ Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,
“ Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

“ We have strong reason to be thankful to a gracious Providence, for the condition
of affairs during the past year. Let it be our task in this Session, to do all that can
properly be done by legislation at the present time, in aid of the efforts of our people.
‘We may remember too with pride, that whilst we enjoy true freedom under the British
Crown, we form part of an Empire, which has stood upright amid the storms of Europg

an



10 JOURNAL OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

and has this year especially exhibited to the world a grand and imposing spectacle of
peaceful industry and good feliowship with all mankind. In dealing with the affairs of
this Province, I know that you all have local interests, but I am also convinced that you
will approach your legislative duties with the true constitutional feeling of an obligation
resting on each of you to deliberate and act for the whole Province.”

Which being ended, the House of Assembly withdrew, and His Excellency was
pleased to retire.
The Honorable the President reported His Excellency’s Speech.

An Address, in answer to His Excellency’s Speech, is moved and seconded ; which
being read— :
OrpEreDp, That the same be taken into consideration to-morrow.

Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 o’clock.

FRIDAY, 9th January, 1852.

PRESENT:
THE HON, Mpyr. Black, President.

Myr. Saunders, Mr. Botsford,
Mr. Chandler, Mr. Haich,
Mpr. Solicitor General, Mr. Minchin,
Mr. Harrison, Mr. Odell,
Mr. Connell, Mr. Gilbert,
My, Steves, Mr. Ryan.

PRAYERS.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Hanington, with the following
Resolution :—
“« House of Assembly, 9th January, 1852.
“ Ordered, That Mr. Hanington be appointed one of the Committee on the part of
this House, to join the Committee of the Honorable the Legislative Council, to have
the management of the Legislative Library, in the place of William J. Ritchie, who

has resigned his seat as a Member of the Assembly. ,
“ CHAS. P. WETMORE, Clerk.”

Orperep, That two hundred copies’of the Journals of this House be printed daily.
Adjourned uniil To-morrow at 12 o’clock.

SATURDAY, 10tk January, 1352.
PRESENT:
THE HON, Mr. Black, President.
Mr. Hatch, Mr. Minchin.
PRAYERS.

There not being eight Members present, the House adjourned until Monday morn-

ing next, at 12 o’clock.
Monbpay
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MONDAY, 12th January, 1852,

PRESENT:

THE HON. Mr. Black, President. .
Myr. Saunders, Mr. Botsford,
My. Chandler, Mr. Hatch,
Mr. Solicttor General, Mr. Minchin,
Mr. Harrison, Mr. Odell,
Myr. Gilbert, Mr. Steves,
Mr. Ryan.

PRAYERS.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the House was put into Committee of the whole
to take into consideration the Address in answer to His Excellency’s Speech.

The Honorable Mr. Chandler took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the said Address,
and recommended the same, without any amendment, to the adoption of the House.

Orperep, That the Report be received.

The said Address being read, was then adopted by the House, and is as follows :—

To His Excellency Sir EpmMuxp WALKER HEeap, Baronet, Lieutenant Governor and
Commander in Chief of the Province of New Brunswick, &c. &c. &c.

THE HUMBLE ADDRESS OF HER MAJESTY’S LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL IN
GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONVENED.

May 17 PLEASE YOoUR ExXCELLENCY,

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Legislative Council in General
Assembly, beg to offer our thanks for Your Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the
present Session. :

The promptitude shewn by Your Excellency in calling us together at an earlier period
than usual, with an especial reference to the important subject of establishing Railways
in these Provinces, evinces Your Excellency’s watchful care for the public interests.

We lament the decease of the King of Hanover, another member of the illustrious
House of Our Most Gracious Sovereign. :

The promise of Your Excellency to lay before us Papers relating to the proposed con-
struction of a Halifax and Quebec Railway, affords us much satisfaction, being convinced
that the people of this Province are anxiously expecting information respecting this great
work ; and we hope it may be found to consist with the true interests of New Brunswick,
cordially to co-operate with Canada and Nova Scotia, in accepting the proffered aid of
Her Majesty’s Government. '

The Bill alluded to by Your Excellency for amending the European and North
American Railway Act, shall receive our best attention.

We fully appreciate Your Excellency’s observations on the establishraent of a Railway
uniting Canada and Nova Scotia with this Province, connecting us at the same time
with the United States; and as there is no subject in the present advanced state of

knowledge



12 JOURNAL OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
BT ————— e TR

knowledge and in the circumstances of this Country which can more deeply interest us,
so we believe there is none which should receive at our hands a more careful and
deliberate consideration.

It will be highly gratifying to receive from Your Excellency the Papers relating to the
adjustment of the disputed Boundary with Canada, terminating as it has in so satisfactory
a settlement for this Province, for the accomplishiment of which we are greatly indebted
to Your Excellency’s unwearied exertions.

Any well digested revision and reform of the law, which shall render its construction
more simple and its administration more ezact, must be beneficial to the People; and
Your Excellency may be assured we shall lend to any scheme prepared for this purpose
our best aid.

We are pleased to learn that a measure is to be submitted for the better regulation of
Parish Schools. The subject is exceedingly difficult, and we feel confident that any
improvement which can be effected by legislation, will be hailed with the highest degree
of satisfaction.

The falling off in the Revenue of the Post Office since the change of its management
and reduction of the Postage, is to be regretted; but adverting to measures of the like
nature in the Mother Country, and the neighbouring States, the deficiency may have
been reasonably anticipated ; but the pecuniary advantages will, we trust, at no distant day,
be realized, while with Your Excellency we rejoice at its moral and commercial benefits,
and the similar results of the successful establishment of Electric T'elegraph lines in the
Province.

We thank Your Excellency for the information regarding the improvement of the
Navigation of the River Saint John, and we are gratified to Jearn the beneficial operation
of the Act of Jast Session for the protection of the Fisheries. ‘

The Returns of the Census, as promised by Your Excellency, will be regarded with
great interest, not only as shewing the extent of the population, but as furnishing valuable
information on the statistics of the Province.

Fully appreciating the blessings which Divine Providence has bestowed on us in this
highly favoured portion of the British Empire, we will diligently assist in such legislation
as shall, we humbly trust, promote the continued good of the people; while we have
abundant reason, as Your Excellency has observed, to remember with pride and thank-
fulness our intimate connection with that Great Country whence the true principles of
rational freedom have sprung, and have been diffused, not only throughout her Colonies,
but in other parts of the world.

OrpErep, That the said Address be presented to His Excellency by the whole
House.

OrpErED, That the Honorable Messieurs Saunders and Hatch be a Committee to
wait upon His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, to know when this House would
be received with their Address in answer to His Excellency’s Speech at the opening
of the Session.

OrperEDp, That the Honorable Messieurs Botsford, Kinnear, and Connell, be a
Committee to inquire and report upon the subject of Reporting and Publishing the
- Debates of the Legislature, and the Journals. .

The
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The Honorable Mr. Hatch, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Eunice E. Fuiler, praying aid for teaching a School :

From James Simpson, with a like prayer:

From Michael Kelly, with a like prayer:

From James M‘Connochie, with a like prayer :

From D. W, Jack, praying increase of Salary: and

From Thomas Paisley, praying remuneration for storing Militia Arms.

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Steves, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Charles Llovd, praying remuneration as Gauger :

From Charlotte Turner, praying aid for teaching a School :

From Thomas Barker, with a like prayer :

From Rachel Martin, with a like prayer :

From Bliss Botsford and others, praying aid for Temperance Hall :

From Rebecca Berry, praying for Revolutionary War Pension : and

From Bliss Botsford, Overseer of Poor, praying remuneration for support of a
Pauper Emigrant.

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Saunders, by leave, presented a Petition from the Reverend
James Hudson, praying Return Duty.
OrpereD, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

Orperep, That the Honorable Mr. Ryan have leave of absence.

Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 o'clock.

TUESDAY, 13th January, 1852.

. PRESENT:
THE HON. Mpr. Black, President.
' My, Botsford, - Myr. Chandler,
Myr. Hatch, Mr. Solicitor General,
Mr. Harrison, Myr. Brown,
Mr. Odell, Mr. Connell,
M. Gilbert, Mr. Steves.

PRAYERS.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford, from the Committee appointed to inquire into and
report upon the subject of Reporting the Debates of the Legislature and of the Jour-
nals, presenteq the following Report :—

¢ The Committee appointed to inquire and report on the subject of Reporting and
furnishing the Debates of the Legislature, together with the Journals, beg leave to
report, that Mr. Simpson, the Queen’s Printer, has undertaken to provide a suitable
Reporter for the Council, -and to furnish the Debates of both Branches, at the rat¢;.i of
3 ve
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five pounds for every hundred copies required over the first thousand, and having
already an order to furnish the Assembly with two thousand five hundred copies of
their own Debates, the charge for all required by the Council will be only five pounds
per hundred, we therefore recommend that one thousand copies of the Debates of
the Assembly, and one thousand five hundred copies of the Debates. of this House,
be ordered for the use of the Members thereof.

“ We further recommend that the number of Council Journals ordered, be increased

to three hundred and fifty. :

« Respectfully submitted.
“ A. E. BOTSFORD,
W. B. KINNEAR,

CHARLES CONNELL.
« Commzitee Room, January 13, 1852.”

Orperep, That the said Report be received, and that one thousand copies of the
Debates of the Assembly, one thousand five hundred of the Debates of this House,

and one hundred and fifty more of the Journals of this House, be forthwith printed
for the use of the Members.

The Honorable Mr. Hatch, from the Committee appointed to wait upon His
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, to know when His Exceliency will be pleased
to receive this House with their Address in answer to the Speech, reported that they
had attended to that duty, and that His Excellency had been pleased to say he would

receive the Council with their Address to-morrow at two o’clock, at Government
House.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by the Honorable Mr. Wilmot, with
the following Resolution :—
“ House of Assembly, 12th January, 1852.
“ The Honorable Mr. Gray, a Member of the Committee on the part of this House

for the management of the Legislative Library, having requested to resign his situation
as such, and it being accepted,

“ Ordered, That the Honorable Mr. Wilmot be a Member of the said Committee
in his stead.

“ CHAS. P. WETMORE, Clerk.”

The Honorable Mr. Solicitor General presented to the House the following Bills :—
A Bill, intituled “ An Act in addition to and in amendment of the Act relating to
the definition of offences and the punishment thereof :” and

A Bill, intituled “ An Act to amend the Law relating to Lunatics and Insane
Persons.”

The said Bills were severally read a first time.
OrpereDp, That the said Bills be severally read a second time to-morrow.

The Honorable Mr. Hatch, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Nancy Seaman, praying for Revolutionary War Pension :
From Commissioners of Poor, Saint Andrews, for Pauper Emigrant expenses :
From James MBride, praying aid for teaching a School : '

From
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From Thomas Moses, for remuneration for extra services as Collector of Customs:

and
From John Alexander, praying remuneration for services as Fish Warden of

Charlotte.
‘OrpERED, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Connell, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From George Stickney and another, praying an Act of Incorporation for the Wake-
field and Brighton Agricultural Society : and
From John E. Stillman, praying aid for teaching a School.

OrpERED, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Steves, by leave, presented a Petition from George T. Smith_
praying aid for teaching a School.
OrpERED, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

OrpereD, That the Honorable Mr. Hatch have leave of absence.

Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 o'clock.

WEDNESDAY, 14th January, 1852.

PRESENT:
THE HON. Myr. Black, President.
Myr. Saunders, Mr. Botsford,
Mr. Chandler, M. Solicitor General,
Mr. Minchin, Mr. Hill,
Mr. Harrison, Mr. Brown,
Mr. Odell, Mr. Connell,
Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Steves.

PRAYERS.

Pursuznt to the Order of the Day, the following Bills were severally read a second
time :—

A Bill, intituled “ An Act in addition to and in amendment of the Act relating to
the definition of offences and the punishment thereof :” and

A Bill, intituled “ An Act to amend the Law relating to Lunatics and Insane
Persons.”

Orperep, That the House be put into Committee of the whole to-morrow, to take
the said Bills severally into consideration.

At two o'clock the House proceeded to the Government House with their Address
in answer to His Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the Session.
And being returned—

The Honorable the President reported that His Exceliency had been pleased to
receive the same, and to return an answer thereto, of which he had obtained a copy,
which he read ; and it was again read by the Clerk, as follows :— “ Mr.
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“ Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Counctl,

¢« Accept my thanks for your Loyal Address, and be assured that I receive with
much pleasure and satisfaction the expression of your attachment to the British
Crown, and your desire to promote, by every effort in your power, the welfare of this
Province.”

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Cutler, with a Bill to continue
an Act for the better prevention of Trespasses on Crown Lands and private Property;
to which they desire the concurrence of this House.

The said Bill was read a first time.

Orperep, That the said Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

The Honorable Mr. Steves, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Joseph Crandall, Postmaster, praying increase of Salary : and
From Hannah M‘Donald, praying for Revolutionary War Pension.

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Brown, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Harriet N. Dewolfe, praying aid for teaching a School :

From Philip Walsh, with a like prayer:

From William H. Gaffy, with a like prayer:

From Sally Ann Loyal, with a like prayer ;

From William Stoop and another, praying increase of Salary as Tide Waiters at
Saint Andrews :

From William Charles M‘Stay, praying remuneration for services to sick Emi-
grants: and '

From Thomas Atcheson and another, Overseers of Poor, praying to be reimbursed
Emigrant Pauper expenses. ‘

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 o’clock.

THURSDAY, 15th January, 1852.

PRESENT:
THE HON. Mr. Black, President. _
Mpr. Botsford, Myr. Chandler,
Mr. Solicitor General, Myr. Minchin,
Mr. Hill, Mpr. Harrison,
Myr. Brown, Mr. Odell,
Mr. Connell, Mr. Gilbert,

Mr. Steves.
PRAYERS.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Bill to continue an Act for the better pre-
vention of Trespasses on Crown Lands and private Property, was read a second time.
ORDERED
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OrpEerep, That the House be put into Committee of the whole to-morrow, to take
the said Bills severally into consideration.

A Message from His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor was delivered by the
Honorable Mr, Chandler, a Member of Her Majesty’s Executive Council.

The Honorable the President read the same; and it was again read by the Clerk,

as follows :—
NEW BRUNSWICK.

Message to the Legislative Council,
Epmunp Heap. 13tk January, 1852.

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor lays before the Legislative Council the
Documents and Correspondence relating to Railways, referred to in his opening
Speech. E. H.

The Documents communicated by this Message, being read at the Clerk’s Table,
are as.follow :—
SYNOPSIS OF RAILWAY DOCUMENTS.
1851.
April 9th. Sir John Harvey to Communicating Railway Documents, and stating that the Legis-
Sir E. W. Head, lature has suspended deliberations thereon till Mr. Howe’s
. return.

May Ist. The Governor General 3 Referring to 2 Minute of Council of the Canadian Governmen,
to Sir John Harvey, dated 24th April, on the subject of the Delegation suggested
' in Earl Grey’s Despatch of 14th March 1851.

May 17th. Sirs-ifr- é’l.a{{iy Htg od, %Enclosing the above mentioned Despatch from Earl Grey.

May 20th. Sir E. W. Head to Communicating Resolution of Executive Council of New
Sir J. Harvey, Brunswick to send a Delegate to Canada, and inquiring
about the time, &e.
May 24th. Sir Johu Harvey fo Acknowledging the Minute, and intimating the appointment
Sir E. W. Head, §  of Mr. Howe to meet Mr. Chandler on the 1st June; also

Extract of Minute of Council appointing Mr. Howe.

May 26th. Sir E. W. Head to Communicating the appointment of Mr. Chandler to confer
The Governor General, § with the Canadian Government on the subject of the Halifax
and Quebec Railway, and other matters.

June 13th. Sir E. W. Head to %Communicating certain Resolutions passed at a Public Meeting

Earl Grey, in Kent, respecting the Halifax and Quebec Railway.
June 28th. Earl Grey to Acknowledging receipt of Resolutions passed at a County
Sir E. W. Head, Meeting held in Dalhousie.

July I1st. Mr. Chandler’s Report ) Referring to a proposition submitted by him on behalf of New
of his Delegation to Brunswick to the Conference; also

Canada, Certain propositions made on behalf of Canada and Nova Scotis,
to be submitted to the Legislature of New Brunswick.
July 8th. Karl Grey to Acknowledging Despatch of 13th June 1851, communicating
: Sir E. W. Head, Resolutions from the County of Kent.
July 11th. SirE E;lvgt;e?féd to }Enc]os'mg Memorandum of Executive Council of 8th July.

4 ' Aug. 2nd
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Aug- 2nd. Sir E. W. Head to Communicating a Memorandum of the Execative Council of
Earl Grey, New Branswick, dated 1st August 1851, as expressing the
policy proposed in the matter of the Hulifax and Quebec

Railway. :
Aug. 5th. Earl Grey to Acknowledging Despatch of 11th July, and declining to assent
Sir E. W. Head, to Facility Bills until certain amendments be made to the

Act of Incorporation of the European and North American
Railway Company.
Aug. 28th. Extract of Despatch from ) In reply to Minute of Council of 1st August 1851, and stating
Earl Grey to Sir E.»~ that Her Majesty’s Government are not prepared to recom-
W. Head, mend to Parliament to extend assistance to the projected
Railways in British North America, beyond what was
promised in the Despatch of 14th March.
Aug. 28th. The Governor General ¢ Transmitting, at the request of Mr. Archibald, a copy of a
to Sir E. W. Head, Memorandum which he (Mr. Archibald) had addressed to

him on the subject of the contemplated Railways in British
North America.

Sept. 20th. Sir E. W. Head to Communicating the Minute of Council on the subject of Mr.
The Governor General, Archibald’s Letter.
Nov. 8. Sir E. W, Head to Enclosing Letter from R. Jardine, Esquire, President of the
- Earl Grey, European and North American Railway Company, with
certain Resolutions of the Shareholders.
Nov. 27th. Earl Grey to Transmitting copy of Despatch of same date forwarded to Sir
Sir E. W. Head, J. Harvey,on the subject of assistance proposed to be rendered

by the Imperial Government in the construction of the Trunk
Line of Railway.

Dec. 5. Karl Grey to Still refusing to assent to Facility Bills for the reasons before
Sir E. W. Head, given. .

RAILWAY DESPATCHES.

(Copy) Government House, Halifazx, 9th April 1851,

SIR,—T have the honor to transmit herewith printed copies of Communications received from the
Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and the Honorable the Provincial Secretary
of Nova Scotia, in relation to the proposed Halifax and Quebec Railway.

These Documents having been brought under the consideration of the Legislature of this Colony,
they bave suspended their deliberations until the return of Mr. Howe, with an expression of their wil-
lingness then to give their prompt attention to this important subject.

I shall communicate to your Excellency the final result of their proceedings, and the course which
this Government, in connection with the Sister Colonies, may be prepared to adopt.

I have, &ec.

(Signed) J. HARVEY.
His Excellency Sir E. W. Head, Bt., Lt. Governor New Brunswick.

(Copy) Government House, Toronto, 1st May 1851.
SIR,—I have the honor to enclose herewith the copy of a Minute of the Executive Council of this
Province, which has reference to a Despatch from Earl Grey to me, the number and date of which is
given in the margin, on the subject of the proposed Railway between Halifax and Quebec, the copy of
which has, I understand, been furnished by his Lordship to your Escellency. Earl Grey has sug-
gested that deputations from the Executive Councils of the two lower Provinces should proceed to the-
Seat of Government in Canada, in order to confer with me and my Council on the proposition Wlﬁ;:]h
e
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he has submitted ; and if you should see fit, after communicating with Sir E. Head, to act on this
suggestion, I shall be glad to hear from you at what time I may expect the deputation from your
Council to reach Toronto.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) ELGIN AND KINCARDINE.
Lt. Generai Sir J. Harvey, &c. &c. &c.

N.B.—A sinilar Despatch, and the Extract of the Minute of Council, sent on the same day to the Lieutenant Governor

of New Brunswick.
(Signad) R. T. PENNEFATHER.

(Copy) -
Extract from a Report of a Commattee of the Honorable the Executive Council on matters of State,
dated 24th April, 1851, approved by His Excellency the Governor General in Council the same day.

¢« On the Despatch of Earl Grey to your Excellency, dated 14th March ulto., No. 569, stating that
Her Majesty’s Government are prepared, on certain conditions. to recommend to Parliament that
Imperial credit shoud be employed to enable the Provinces of Canada, New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia, to raise upon advantageous terms the funds necessary for the construction of the Halifax and
Quebec Railway, the Committee of Council are respectfully of opinion, that the suggestion of Earl
Grey, that a deputation from the Executive Councils of the two Lower Provinces should proceed to
the Seat of Government in Canada, in order to confer with your Lordship and with your Council, for
the purposes of coming to some agreement in this matter, which, after being approved by the Legis-
latures of the several Provinces, might be submitted for the sanction of Parliament, should be adopted.

¢ The great work, in the construction of which the Tmperial Government is disposed to lend its
powerful aid, has already been sanctioned to a certain extent by the Canadian Parliament.

‘¢ Any new proposition from the Imperial Government is entitled to the fullest and most respectful
consideration, and the Committee of Council entertain no doubt that the respective Governments of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick will be prepared, on the invitation of your Escellency, to send
deputations to consult with your Excellency in this City without unnecessary delay.

Certified.
(Signed) J. JosepH, C. E. C.”

(Copy) Government House, Halifax, May 17tk, 1851.

SiR,—1I have the honor to enclose copies of a Despatch and Minute of Council which were
received from his Excellency the Governor General yesterday.

I shall be prepared to dispatch 2 Member of my Council to represent this Province at the Conference
proposed, whenever I shall be apprised by your Excellency of the concurrence of your Government, and
of the time which may be most convenient.

I have, &ec.

(Signed) J. HARVEY.
His Excellency Sir E, W. Head, Bt.

(Copy) Government House, Fredericton, N. B., May 20,1851.

‘SIR,—1 have the honor to acknowledge yonr Excellency’s letter of the 17th inst.

At a meeting of my Executive Council, held yesterday, it was resolved that a Member of that body
should be deputed to proceed to Toronto, and it was thought that some day between the 10th and 15th
June would be a convenient time for his arrival there.

On receiving a reply from your Excellency, stating that this time would meet the convenience of
the Delegate from Nova Scotia, I will immediately communicate with Lord Elgin on the subject.

1 bave, &e.
(Signed) EpMunp HEAD.
His Excellency Sir J, Harvey, K. C, B,, K. C. H.

(Copy)
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(Copy) Government House, Halifax, 24th May, 1851.

S1R,—I have had the honor to receive your Excellency’s Despatch of the 20th inst., and beg to
enclose copies of Minutes of Council passed here on the 19th May.
Mr. Howe has been instructed to meet Mr. Chandler at Dorchester on the 1st June.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) J. HARVEY.
His Excellency Sir E. W. Head, Bt.
(Copy)
“ At a Council held at the Government House, at Halifax, on the 19th day of May, 1851,
PRESENT :
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor,
The Hon. Jas. B. Uniacke, The Hon. Hugh Bell,
. Michael Tobin, 6 Jas. M*Nab,
« Joseph Howe, ¢ Samuel Creelman.

¢« His Excellency calls the attention of the Council to a Despatch from the Et. Hon. the Gove = -
General, dated Toronto, 1st May, 1851, enclosing an Extract from a Report made by a Comr
of Council on the 24th April, in relation to the proposed Railway between Halifax and Quebec.

« Whereupon the Lieutenant Governor is advised to depute the Hon: Joseph Howe to proce
Canada, to confer with the Governor General on matters of State, and with full powers to accep
the partof Nova Scotia, the terms proposed by the Imperial Government for the construction of I, -
Colonial Railways.”

(Copy) - Government House, Fredericton, May 26, 1851.

My LorD,—1I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s Despatch of May 1, 1851, with
the Report of your Excellency’s Council enclosed therein.

In compliance with the wish expressed by the Committee of Council, and approved by your
Excellency, I have, with the advice of my Executive Council, appointed the Honorable E. B. Chandler
as a delegate from this Province to confer with your Excellency and the Council of Canada, on the
subject of the Halifax and Quebec Railway.

1 have also communicated with his Excellency Sir John Harvey, and I find that the Honorable
Mr. Howe, on behalf of the Province of Nova Scotia, will be ready to proceed to Toronto at the same
time with Mr. Chandler.

These gentlemen will probably be at Toronto between the 10th and 15th June.

Mr. Chandler is also authorized to confer with your Excellency’s advisers on any details of the
Post Office arrangement, as well as with reference to the recent correspondence in the matter of
Currency.

It Wilfrbe for your Excellency to say how far the discussion of this last subject will be expedient.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) EpMUND HEAD.
His Excellercy the Governor General, &c. &c. &ec.

(Copy)—No. 37.. Government House, Fredericton, N. B., June 13, 1851.

My LorD,~I have the honor to enclose a copy of certain Resolutions passed at a public meeting
in the County of Kent, in this Province, respecting the Halifax and Quebec Railway.
1 have, &ec.

(Signed) EDMUND HEAD.
The Right Honorable Earl Grey, &c. &c. &e. .

(Copy)—No. 274, Downing Street, 98th June, 1851.

SIR,—T1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 32, of the 23rd May, transmitting
the copy of a Petition from certain gentlemen in New Brunswick, composing a Committee appointed
to
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to forward to you the Resolutions passed at a County Meeting held at Dalhousie, on the 9th unltimo,
deprecating the rejection by the Provincial Legislature of the plan suggested by Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment, for raising the necessary funds for the construction of the Halifax and Quebec Railway, and
also requesting that the Royal assent may not be given to the Acts lately passed by the local Legis-
lature for the furtherance of the European and North American, and the Saint Andrews and Wood-
stock Railways.

My Despatch of the 12th instant will have explained to you the views of Her Majesty’s Government
upon the subject of two of the Acts (Nos. 2061, 2062,) to which the public meeting at Dalhousie has
expressed its objection ; and as regards the third Act, (No. 2063,) I have by the last Mail had the
Tonor to convey to you the decision of the Queen ; 1 have, therefore, only to observe, that it has not
occasioned me any surprise to learn that a difference of opinion has begun to manifest itself it New
Brunswick upon the decision of the Legislature, to decline availing itself of the aid of Her Majesty’s
Government towards the construction of the Halifax and Quebec Railway, on the terms contained in
my Despatch of the 14th of March last.

I am, &ec.
(Signed) GREY,
Lieut. Governor Sir £. Head, Bart., &c. &c. &c. )

(Copy) Fredericton, July 1, 1851.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

Having been deputed by your Excellency in Council to proceed to Canada, for the purpose of
reeting & depatation from Nova Scotia, to confer with the Governor General on the subject of the
proposed Line of Railway from Halifax to Quebec or Montreal, and also on other matters, I have the
honor to report, that the Honorable Mr. Howe, a Member of the Government of Nova Scotia, met,
and proceeded with me to Toronto, where we arrived on the 16th June last.

We immediately called upon the Governor General, and were, by his Excellency’s directions, put
in communication with the Executive Council of Canada on the subject of the conference.

After meeting from day to day, several proposals were submitted, and Minutes agreed to, relating
to the subject under consideration, copies of which are herewith communicated.

First,— A proposal submitted by me, on the part of New Branswick, for aid in the construction of
the contemplated Line of Railway from Halifax to Quebec:

Second,—Proposals submitted by the Executive Government of Canada, and by Mr. Howe, on
behalf of Nova Scotia, for the consideration of the Government and Legislature of New Brunswick,.
on the subject of such Railway :

Third,—Minute in regard to a uniform Currency for the several North American Colonies:

Fourth,—Minute in regard to the assistance to be afforded by Canada, Nova Scotia, and New
Brunswick, fer the protection of the Fisheries.

I have farther to inform your Excellency, that the Executive Government of Canada will without
delay, bring under the consideration of their Legislature, now in Session, the subject of the proposed
Railway, and they express their confident opinion that Parliament will invest them with ample powers
to carry out the proposals submitted, or such other as may on further consideration be found necessary.

Mr. Howe represents that the Assembly of Nova Scotia will be dissolved without delay ; and after
the Elections, a special Session will be called, for the purpose of taking into consideration the subiect
of the Halifax and Quebec Railway. .

When Canada and Nova Scotia may have legislated on this important subject, it will be for the
consideration of your Excellency whether the Legislature of New Brunswick should not be convened,
with a view to such legislative action as circumstances may require in this Province, for aid towards
this great undertaking.

All which is respectfully submitted.
(Signed) Ep. B. CHANDLER.

5 (Copy)-
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(Copy)
« At a Conference held at Toronto, composed of the Executive Council of Canada, and certain Mem-
bers of the Executive Councils of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, on the subject of the proposed
Line of Railway from Halifax to Quebec or Montreal,—

« Mr. Chandler, on behalf of the Province of New Brunswick, submits the following proposals : —

<< That the Government of New Brunswick will guarantee to Her Majesty, for the purposes of such
Railway, all the ungranted Crown Lands through which such Railway may pass within the Province,
to the extent of ten miles adjoining on each side thereof, to be disposed of in such manner as may be
deemed most advisable to Her Majesty’s Government; also to secure, at the expense of the Province,
a sufficient breadth of way, and the necessary stations, over or upon private property, as may be
required for the use of the said Railway, and to charge upon the General Revenues of the Province,
a sum not exceeding £20,000 per annum, for a period not exceeding twenty years from and after the
time of completing the said Railway, and while the same is kept in operation, for or towards making
good any deficiency of such an annual dividend out of the net profits of such Railway, as will be
equal on the capital invested in its construction and equipment.

¢« Mr. Chandler also submits herewith, a copy of the Resolution of the Assembly of New Brunswick,
passed at their last Session, and concurred in by the Legislative Council, as expressing the renewed
pledge of those two Branches of the Legislature for aid in the construction of the proposed Railway
from Halifax to Quebec.

(Signed) E. B. CHANDLER.”

(Copy) MEMORANDUM.

¢« The Honorables Joseph Howe, of Nova Scotia, and E. B. Chandler, of New Brunswick, having in
accordance with the invitation of the Governor General proceeded to Canada, in order to confer with'
his Excellency, and with his Executive Council, on the subject of the projected Railroad between
Quebec and Halifax, and having had opportunities, in the presence of his Excellency, of explaining
their views most fully, and of hearing those entertained by the Canadian Government, it is proposed
to reduce to writing the conclusions which have been arrived at. 1t is admitted by all the parties,
that the work is one of great national importance, and that the three Provinces would be much bene-
fited by its construction. It seems scarcely probable that money can be obtained on more favourable
terms than those on which the Imperial Government has offered to aid in procuring it, and it is there-
fore the anxious desire of all the parties to this Conference, that the obstacles which present themselves
to the saccess of the enterprise, may not prove insurmountable. The most important of these seems
10 be thie determination of the two Houses of the New Brunswick Legislature, not to assume any
greater liability than that already agreed to, and which amounts to a concession of the right of way-
and stations, of ten miles of vacant land on each side, and a Grant of £20,000 currency per annum
for twenty years. It seems then desirable to offer as many distinct propositions as possible for the
consideration of New Brunswick, and to urge upon the Government of that Province to take the
responsibility of submitting some one of them to the Legislature for its sanction. The following pro-
positions might, it is conceived, be sanctioned by Canada and Nova Scotia :——

¢ lst. That each Province should be responsible for the cost of the portion of the Road passing:
through its own territory :

«2d, That New Brunswick should make a separate and distinct agreement for the construction of
its portion of the Line, with private contractors, who might possibly be induced to undertake the work
on liberal terms :

¢ 3d. -'That the Line between Halifax and Quebec should be undertaken on the joint account of the
three Provinces, and that the Crown Lands lying five miles on each side of the Line should be con-
ceded by each Province for the benefit of the Road, and that until payment of the cost of construction,.

and interest, the receipts should be common property, after which each Province to own that portion.
of the Road which passes over its own territory.

¢t Should the Lower Provinces determine to aid in constructing the Railway from Halifax to Quebec
upon either of the plans suggested, it is more than probable that with as little delay as possible the
Line-
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Line will be extended from Quebec to Hamilton, from whence a Railway is being constructed through
British Territory to Windsor, opposite Detroit, at which place it will conuect with a Line projected
across Michigan, Chicago, and through the State of Wisconsin to the head waters of the Mississippi
at Galena ; the continuous Line through the British Provinces stretching for 1,340 miles, and through
British and American Territory for 1,700.

(Signed) Jos. BOURRET, P.C.
Toronto, 21st June, 1851. JosepH Howe.”
(Copy)—XNo. 278. Downing Street, 8th July, 1851.

. S1Rr,—1I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 37, of the 13th of June, enclosing
a copy of Resolutions passed at a public meeting in the County of Kent, in New Brunswick, respecting
the Halifax and Quebec Railroad. ' I an, &ec.

(Signed) GREY.
Lieut. Governor, Sir E. Head, Bart.. &c. &e. &e.

(Copy—No. 44.) Government House, Ffederz’cton, N. B., July 11th, 1851.

My LoRD,—I have the honor to enclose 2 Memorandum handed to me at a meeting of m
Executive Council on the 8th July last, with reference to your Lordship’s Despatch of the 12th June
last, No. 269.
T I have, &c.

(Signed) EpMUND HEAD.
The Rt. Hon. Earl Grey.

MEMORANDUM.

¢ The Executive Council of New Brunswick much regret that Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of
State for the Colonies should have determined on not submitting the Facility Bills of last Session,
relating to the two Railways, for the confirmation of Her Majesty in Council, because the Act incor-
porating the North American and European Railway Company does not contain some provisions
deemed by Her Majesty’s Government as essential for the protection of Imperial interests. These
provisions, the Council cannot entertain the least doubt, will be made whenever the Legislature are
again convened, an event which will in all probability take place at an earlier period than usual.
The Facility Bills were introduced into the House of Assembly by the Local Government, s measures
in which they considered the interests of this Province were deeply involved, and were carried almost
by acclamation in both Houses.

¢ Under these circumstances, the Council feel, as a part of the Government, that they are seriously
wealkened by the action of the Tmperial anthorities, more particularly as no objection has been raised
by them against the Facility Bills, but on the contrary, in all their provisions, they are sanctioned by
Earl Grey’s Despatch.

“ The Council feel that no possible injury could arise by passing the Bills in question ; but holding
them in abeyance until amendments be made to the - Act of Incorporation, must inevitably have a
tendency to excite great dissatisfaction among a large portion at least of the people of this Province
interested in the success of the European and North American Railway, inasmuch as ro action, so
far as raising subscriptions for Stock, can or will be had until the acquiescence of the Crown in the
Facility Bills for that Railway be first had. ’ :

¢ The Council therefore humbly hope and trust that Earl Grey will feel himself authorized to waive
all objections, and that he will submit the Bills for Her Majesty’s gracious approval.

(Signed) R. L. HAZEN,
J. A. STREET,
J. R. PARTELOW,
W. B. KINNEAR,

G. S. HiLr.”
The Rt. Hon. Earl Grey, &c. &¢. &c.

Ezxtract
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Extract from Despatch, No. 351, of Sir Edmund Head to Earl Grey, dated Government House,.
Fredericton, N. B., August 2, 1851.

¢ I have also the honor to append to this Despatch, a copy of a Memorandum agreed upon by the
Members of my Council thus reconstructed, as expressing the policy which they propose to pursue in
the matter of the Halifax and Quebec Railway.”

(Copy) « In Committee of Council, st dugust, 1851.

“ Memorandum in regard to the Railway policy of the Provineial Government, viz :—

¢ That the proposals made by the Secretary of State for the Colonies, as expressed in Mr. Hawes’
letter under date of the 10th March last, upon the subject of Railways in these Provinces, shall be
accepted in full, so far as the amount necessary is concerned, and upon the proportions specified in
Mr. Howe’s Report to his Government on his return from the Delegation to Canada, or on terms not
less favourable, and upon such better modification of the terms specified in Mr. Hawes’ letter respecting
the securities to be offered by the Province, as can be obtained, it being distinctly understood that the
Government will not accept any proposals for building the Great Trunk Line, which shall not embrace
in an equally favourable and explicit manner the European and North American Railway, the liability
for the latter line being solely confined to the Province.

* It is also understood that the Government will urge upon the Imperial Government the propriety
of obtaining Imperial aid, in addition to the guarantee, in consideration of the valuable land which
wili be conceded by New Brunswick along both lines for Emigration purposes, and of the great national
importance of the undertaking.”

(Copy)—XNo. 281. Downing Street, 5th August, 1851.

SIR,—1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 44, of the 11th July, enclosing a
Memorandam of the Executive Council of New Brunswick, with reference to the Railway Bill which
formed the subject of my Despatch, No. 269, of the 12th June last.

My subsequent Despatch, No. 273, of the 27th June, will have placed you in possession of the
Order of Her Majesty in Council, confirming the Act to facilitate the construction of the Saint
Andrews and Quebec Line.

With respect however to the iwo Acts for facilitating the construction of the European and North
American Railway, much as I regret that any delay should occur in submitting them for Her Majesty’s
approval, I cannot regard the evils which may arise therefrom in so serious a light as those which
would result from omitting in Legislation upon this subject, the provisions necessary to secure the
genera] interests of the Empire, and I must therefore consider it my duty to defer tendering any advice
to Her Majesty respecting these Bills, until the amendments in the Act of Incorporation required by
my Despatch of the 12th June, shall have been adopted by the Provincial Legislature. :

: 1 am, &e.
(Signed) GREY.
Lieut. Governor Sir E. Head, Bart., &c. &e. &e.

Extract from Despatch No. 288 of Earl Grey to Sir Edmund Head, dated Downing Street, 28tk
August, 1851.

“ With respect to the Memorandum of your Council, appended to your Despatch, it would be pre-
mature to enter upon the consideration of a proposal not yet submitted to me, but I think it right to
observe, that Her Majesty’s Government would not be prepared to recommend to Parliament to extend
assistance to the projected Railways in British North America, further than was promised in my
Despatch of the 14th March last.”

(Copy) Government House, Toronto, 28th August, 1851.

SIR,—In compliance with the request of Mr. Archibald, 1 have the honor to transmit to your
Excellency the copy of a Communication which that gentleman has addressed to me on the subject
of the contemplated Railways in British North America.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ELGIN & KINCARDINE.
Sir E. Head, &c. &e. &c, (Copy)
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(Copy) ‘ Toronto, 21st June, 1851.

My Lorp,—With your Lordship’s permission I will now proceed to put in writing the proposition
in reference to the contemplated Railways in British North America, which I have already had the
honor of personally submitting, accompanied by such views and explanations as may be calculated to
place the whole subject matter in its proper light.

In order to carry out a complete Railway system, commensurate with the prospective requirements
of the British North American Provinces, provision must be made for the construction of a great
Trunk Line from Halifax to the American Frontier. Of this line the only part now actually in
progress is the Great Western, between Hamilton and Windsor, and it is supposed that the same
Company will construct the link between Hamilton and Toronto. If all the Provinces were to agree
to accept the terms proposed by the Imperial Government, provision would be made for the whole
line from Halifax to Quebec or Montreal, but whilst it is not quite certain that either Province will
accept those terms, New Brunswick has actually rejected them.

Assuming for the present, however, that Canada and Nova Scotia will concur in accepting the offer
of the British Government, it remains to be considered by what means the New Brunswick section
can be carried through, and how the great Trunk Line can be extended from Montreal to Toronto.
It may be, that the Legislature of New Brunswick, upon reconsideration of the whole subject, may
be induced to come into the general arrangements, or that Canada and Nova Scotia may agree to
assume a part of her burden ; but should neither of these alternatives avail, I hope to be able to sug-
gest 2 plan that shall eventually accomplish the whole object without pressing unduly on the resources
of that Province.

The configuration and geographical position of New Brunswick renderit necessary to the completion
of a perfect Railway system, that the Province should be traversed its entire length by the maia line,
and in the present condition of its finances the people appear unwilling to assume the burthen of con-
structing bozk, even with the liberal proffer of aid from the British Government. In view of the
construction of one only of these lines, great difference of opinion and angry discussions have arisen
as to their comparative importance. The northern section of the Province naturally contends for
the Northern Line, while the southern division, including the Commercial Capital, as strongly advo-
cates its favourite scheme. For my own part, I regard the same as of equal importance, and each
indispensable to the requirements of its particular district. It is to the all prevailing sense, not in New
Brunswick alone, of the importance of the European and North American Line, that we owe the
revival of the Halifax and Quebec project, which had been all but abandoned ; and if this latter line
should now weigh heavier on the general scale, it is due not so much to any special Provincial object
that it serves, as to its bearing upon emigration and colonization, which are questions rather of national
concern. I do not mean to say that these questions do nof very nearly tonch New Brunswick : on
the contrary, what she most wants is a sound system of colonization and the progressive influx of
people of steady habits and some means.

It is estimated that there are in New Brunswick from fwelve to fourteen millions of acres of
ungranted land, which, however, at the present moment, are comparatively wortbless. In case of
urgent necessity the Province could hardly realize £100,000 from the whole of this vast territory, and
at the rate at which the lands are now taken up, several centuries must elapse before they will be
fully occupied. 1If I am rightly informed, the sales of Crown Lands barely realize snfficient to defray
the current expenses of the department, and it would appear that in fact they are virtually given
away. At certain periods the Jands are put up for sale at public auction, and sold generally to the
poorest class of transit emigrants, upon condition that the purchase money is Zo be worked out in labour
on some road nearest to the land, and if, as often happens, there is no road to the lot, the purchaser
makes one, and so pays for his freehold by a few days labour upon it. It is evident that under such
a gystem, a body of settlers will be introduced who can contribute nothing to the public wealth or
weal, but on the contrary it is easy to imagine that when these enfranchised paupers shall become
greatly increased in numbers, they may form a class capable of being influenced prejudicially to the
character of its Legislature and the best interests of the Province. It is one of the main features of
the plan I propose, to make these wilderness lands available for the completion of the Railways, and
at the same time the field of a system of colonization that cannot fail to be productive of the greatest
benefits to the Province as well as to the Mother C(gmtry.

The
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The parties whom on this occasion, in the absence of their more able representative, it falls to my
lot to personate, are an association of British capitalists and contractors, limited in point of numbers,
but powerful from their influence, combinations and means. The chief among them are the men who
have taken the foremost lead in the construction of those great Lines of Railway and other public
works which have been undertaken in Great Britain and upon the Continent of Furope during the
last five and twentv years. It will readily be believed that men of this stamp are not at all under
the necessity of seeking employment for their capital or connections in North America : on the con-
trary, they are precisely the parties upon whom the largest enterprises in Europe are continually
pressed, and at this moment they are pending upon very inviting offers on the part of the French
Government until the fate of these Anglo-American Railways shall be decided. In the course
of their gigantic operations an army of dependents and retainers, amounting to several thousands, has
sprung up, and for these they feel bound to provide employment. A large division of this veteran
force, consisting of artizans and skilled labourers, regularly organized under their clerks of works,
architects, surveyors and foremen, were upon the point of being removed and domiciled in France, when
influences were brought to bear upon their employers which induced them to turn their attention to
British North America. Upon certain conditions, which I do not think will appear at all unreasonable,
these parties are willing to make these countries, upon which British capitalists have hitherto turned
their backs, the exclusive field of their future operations: and to transfer here the whole of that dis-
ciplined force which has carried them trinmphantly throngh so many great undertakings. Such an
opportunity of securing a combination of every thing essential for the construction, equipment and
menagement of our great Railway system, may never again occur, and ought not to be left
unimproved. :

'T'he very first detachment of this army of peaceful operatives would introduce more realized wealth
than all the thousands of emigrants who have straggled into New Brunswick during the last twenty
vears: but it is not their worldly possessions after all that will prove of most importance. All the
various mechanical arts which Railway enterprise brings into requisition, would be introduced in the
highest state of perfection, and the various necessary establishments and factories for the purposes of
the works, would form Normal Schools for training the rising youth in the knowledge and practice of
arts and manufactures hitherto entirely unknown in the country.

The construction of these great Lines of Railway under such auspices and by such means, cannot
fail to be productive of the most beneficial effects upon the social, moral and political condition of the
people of these Colonies, whilst the Mother Country will at the same time be greatly relieved by the
sound and healtliy system of emigration and colonization which they will necessarily promote.

‘The advantages both to the Parent State and the Colonies are so great and so obvious that they
need not be laboured, but I cannot pass this part of the case without desiring to strengthen the argu-
ment by referring to your Lordship’s powerful reasoning conveyed in the communication to Earl Grey
under date of 20th December 1848.

Having said so much, perhaps unnecessarily, with a view of demonstrating the expediency of
carrying out these great works by means of British skill and labour, and by consequence of British
capital, I proceed to consider the case of New Brunswick as it stands at present. So far from joining
in the censure which hasbeen unduly attached to that Province, I feel bound to say that she has done
much, and done it well, towards the encouragement of the common object. T discover in her Legis-
lature and other proceedings a liberal spirit which I have no doubt will still further expand itself before
a certain prospect of the realization of all their wishes. With respect to the European and North
American Line, New Brunswick has already granted a liberal Charter of Incorporation, accompanied
by Facility Bills, which concede a tract of ungranted lands along the line, and provide for the sub-
scription on the part of the Province of £250,000 sterling, to the capital stock of the Company.
Towards the Halifax and Quebec Line, or Northern Line, the Province have appropriated £20,000
currency, for twenty years, has agreed to provide the breadth of way and stations, and has conceded
a tract of land along the line, estimated to contain about 2,000,000 acres.

Supposing that all other plans for obviating the difficulties that have arisen in New Brunswick
should miscarry, I propose, on the part of the association to which I have referred, to construct the
European and North American Reilway through New Brunswick, agreeably to the Charter of Incor-
poration and the conditions of the Facility Bills, and to subscribe for this purpose.all the capltlal rz}ot

already
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already taken up. I therefore provide for the accomplishment of this project upon the precise terms
already arranged by the Legislature.

With respect to the Halifax and Quebec, or Northern Line, through New Brunswick, I propose that
an Act corresponding as nearly as circumstances will admit with the Charter of the other Company,
shall be passed for the purpose of incorporating a Company, with a capital of £3,000,000 sterling, and
all I ask the Province to do, (in addition to what she has already pledged herself,) is to double the
quantity of wilderness land on both lines, and io subscribe £250,000 sterling to the stock of the
Company, or at her option to divide that amount between the Northern and Southern Lines. In
either case the Province to be entitled to add two Directors to the Board of the Northern Company.
This being done, I propose in like manner on the part of the association, to organize the Company by
subscribing all the capital that shall not be taken up in New Brunswick. It is understood that the
people of the Province are to have the privilege of subscribing to any amount they please to the stock
of both Companies. These offers pre-suppose that the Legislature will pass Facility Bills, securing
the pecuniary grant, and conferring all needful powers and privileges for the settlement, disposal and
management of the conceded territory, which it is understood is to be vested in the Company in fee
simple, with the timber, mines, minerals and appurtenances ; subject of course to such restrictions and
conditions as shall prevent the Company from disposing of the lands, exceptin a ratio proportionate
to the progress of the Railway.

1t is quite clear that with all that New Brunswick is expected to do, a very large amount of capital
will remain to be provided by the Company, and that too for the construction of a Line of Railway
which it is generally believed will not for an indefinite period pay its working expenses. The great
national objects however to be attained, justify the expectation of liberal aid and encouragement on
the part of the Imperial Government ; hut this is 2 part of the case upon which it isnot my province to
enter. So far as New Brunswick is concerned, she must begin to derive smmediate benefit from the
arrangement. Ez necessitate the Company must expedite by every possible means the sale and set-
tlement of their lands, and the development of their resources. Tle coal fields will be opened up—
iron mines will be worked—foundries, machine shops and factories, established—every first class station
along the line will become the nucleus of a town—and every stopping place will form the centre of
an agricultural orbit, and a rallying point for the poor and unskilled emigrant, who will be cheered
and instructed by the well regulated operations they will witness on every side. The expenditure
upon the works will facilitate the settlement of the lands along the line, and the improvement of these
lines will bring traffic to the Railway. It is not too much to expect that the population and revenue
of the Province will be doubled within ten years, and long before the £20,000 guaranteed to the
Northern Line shall become payable, the amount will be anticipated in the exchequer from the effects
of these operations, and thus the end in advance of its accomplishment will be the means to this extent.
This is no fancy picture, nor does it foreshadow half the realities of such 2 future as New Brunswick
may now command. :

I come now to another very important part of the general scheme, namely, the section of the great
Trunk Line from Montreal to Toronto. ~The capital required for this portion of the work may be
estimated at about £1,600,000 sterling, one half of which would be advanced by the Province, under
the provisions in the Act in this behalf. It is assumed that at least £300,000 would be provided by
the Municipalities along the line, leaving about £500,000 to be subscribed by other parties. In the
event of a favourable Charter of Incorporation being granted, I have no doubt that, as a part of the
general plan, the whole stock that shall not be taken up in the Provinee, will be immediately sub-
seribed. It would appear only a reasonable stipulation in this case, that the Provincial advance, which
will be secured by the first mortgage on the line, and its tolls, shall not have more than four per cent.
interest, until the line shall pay a clear dividend of four per cent. upon the whole paid up capital.

"The amount subscribed by the Company to form the second charge on the line, and (after payment
of the Provincial interest) to be entitled to six per cent. before any interest shall become payable on
the contingents of the Municipalities, which, however, shall in their turn be entitled to a iike interest
of six per cent. when the profits will allow. The surplus u/tra, if any, after payment of six per cent.
on all the charges, to be received by the Company, or appropriated to-form a sinking fund towards the
extinction of the Provincial debt. It is understood that the Municipalities have already agreed to
some such arrangements, and 1 see no difficulty in organizing a Company: on the above dasss, so soon,

as an Act of Incorporation shall be passed by the Legislature. It
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It is assumed that the whole line from Halifax to its extreme westers Zerminus, is to be carried
out upon an uniform plan, and that all the Provinces will readily allow Her 1Majesty’s Government to
nominate the Engineer in Chief, who will of course be assisted by other Engineers to be appointed by
the respective Provinces.

It is not too much to suppose that, for the reasons above stated, both the Tmperial und Provincial
Governments would prefer that these great works should be undertaken by British contractors; and
it is assumed, that the associated contractors whose names have been submitted to Hex Majesty’s
Government by William Jackson, Esquire, M.P., are to have the entire contracts for all the contem-
plated lines, upon such fair and equitable terms as may be agreed upon. These parties do not expect
or desire any pecuniary preference, butas they and their associated capitalists are about to i1cur heavy
risks, not ordinarily undertaken by contractors, they feel that they are justified in seekirg to guard
themselves against competition that might have the effect of enhancing the price of laborr and mate-
rials to a ruinous extent. 'The lines to be made by funds to be provided under the Imperial guarantee,
could be constructed agreeably to estimates to be furnished by the Board of Engineers, or they might
be constructed under inspection, upon terms of allowing the contractors a ceriain commission to be
agreed upon. At all events it will not be difficult ic zottle £ aua equitable terms upon which they
are willing to engage the whole scheme.

For undertaking works of such vast importance and magnitude, it will be wise to look beyond the
present, or even the immediate future. Already an enormous traffic awaits these lines, but who can
form 2 notion of the proportions to which it may expand within the next ten or twenty years. Already
the knell of protection is sounding along the fertile vallies and boundless prairies of the far west, and
those barriers to free trade which we shall vainly assail from without, will soon be prostrated by the
pressure from within. The productions of that vast region, consisting for the most part of bulky
articles of human subsistence, will, in spite of all restraints, flow through the most natural and facile
channels, to be exchanged for the products of other countries.

But I cannot bound my view to these remote territories, or even the more distant region stretching
to the Pacific, or by the ocean itself. A greatarc of the globe, passing through Halifax and Toronto,
if projected on the one hand into Asia, and on the o"“er into Europe, will bisect the richest, most
populous, and most civilized countries under the sun. On the one side are the countless millions of
the Indian Archipelago, China and Hindustan ; on the other, the over-crowded busy marts of Europe.
The interchange of the commodities of Europe and Asia, has in ¢ ~ges constituted the most lucrative
commerce of the world. Since the days of Solomon, if not befor: it has been ihe desire of nations to
possess or control this trade, with which the highest state of prosperity and great power have ever
been associated.

The trade of this commerce has built up cities and palaces in the desert; its diversion has marked
the decline of Empires. Once lost it has never been regained; and though the great nation we most
affect, now controls the trade of the far east, it is deserving of serious consideration, whether the route
is not capable of one further change. We have the authority of the spirited and intelligent originator
of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, who, more than any other man, has studied the intercommuni-
cations of the globe, for the fact, that there is a practical line across the Continent of North America
that shall shorten the distance between England and the East Indies, by more than 5,000 miles, in
comparison with the route by the Isthmus of Panama. The British Possessions in North America
lie midway between these great countries, occupying that zone of the earth on which, on the other
Continents, three fourths or more of the whole human family are congregated. Within our borders
there is a vast unoccupied food-producing territory, capable of absorbing a population equal to that of
the whole of Europe. In addition, I believe that we h:ld the keys and the trade of the future com-
munication between the two grand divisions of the human race, and who shall say that alarge share
of the enriching traffic which has gilded every former path, shall not in many years glide along those
very channels which it is our present business to open up.

The day is not far distant, when this great highway of nations will traverse our now neglected
territory, as surely as that a straight line is the shortest between two given points.

To descend however from these speculations, I would beg to suggest, that the pending negociations
between the several Provinces should be brought te issue as speedily as possible. The parties on
whose behalf I submit these proposals, and to whom the megnitude of the enterprise is its chiefest

: recommendation,
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recommendation, are abundantly able to accomplish the whole design; and upon the conditions, and
with the encouragement I have indicated, I believe that they will be willing to undertake the task
immediately. The most urgent parts of the work seem to be the section through Nova Scotia—the
European and North American Line through New Brunswick—and the Line from Montreal to Toronto,
which might all be commenced simultaneously, so soon as the needful legislative action shall have
taken place. .

I have thus, my Lord, in great haste, endeavoured to convey the impress upon my own mind of the
importance of the great objects to which the foregoing refers, and of the best means of accomplishing
them. .

If these proposals shall be found acceptable, and the needful measures be speedily adopted by the
Imperial and Provincial Governments, the leaves shall not begin to fall before the approach of the
coming winter, ere the staff and pioneers of a powerful force shall be upon the ground, prepared to
commence operations along the whole line.

. If on the contrary these offers shall be rejected, the present generation I fear may abandon the hope
of witnessing the attainment of these great and important national objects, for I believe the day of
their accomplishment will then be too deep in the womb of time to be sounded by the span of any life
in being. 1 have, &c.

(Signed) C. D. ARCHIBALD.
His Excellency the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine.

(Copy) Government House, Fredericton, N. B., September 20, 1851.

My Lorp,—I have the honor to inform your Lordship, that Mr. Archibald’s letter, enclosed in’
your Excellency’s Despatch of August 28th, was laid before my Executive Council at their first
meeting after that day.

The Committee of Council observe that, without calling in question the authority of Mr. Archibald
to make, on behalf of capitalists of England, proposals of so grave a nature as those suggested in his
letter, they are of opinion that the Government of this Province are not in a position to embrace the
offers as far as they bear upon New Brunswick, until Canada and Nova Scotia have first considered
and adopted them, inesmuch as these proposals contemplate, and are based upon the previous accept-
ance by those Provinces, of the offer contained in Mr. Hawes’ letter of the 10th March last to Mr.
Howe, and also the concession by those Governments to the Association represented by Mr. Archibald,
of the Contracts, without competition, for the construction of these great works.

It is quite open to any capitalists to subscribe at once for the stock required for the construction of
the European and North American Railway in New Brunswick, under the very favourable terms con-
tained in the several Acts of Assembly passed at the last Session of the Legislature, and thus insure
the completion of a work in this Province which has received the favourable support of the Government
and Legislature of New Brunswick., In this view 1 fully concur, and have, &e.

: (Signed) EpMUND HEAD.
His Excellency the Governor General.

{Copy)—No. 66. Government House, Fredericton, N.B., November 8, 1851.

:MY LoRrD,—I have the honor to enclose a letter addressed to your Lordship by Mr. R. Jardine,
President of the European and North American Railway Company, together with certain Resolutions
passed at & meeting of the Shareholders of that Company. - I have, &e.

.
(Signed) EpMUND HEAD.
The Rt. Hon. Earl Grey, &ec. &e. &c.

(Copy)—No. 300. Downing Street, 27th November, 1851.

SIR,—I transmit for your information, the copy of a Despatch which I have had occasion to address
to the Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia, on the subject of the assistance proposed to be rendered
by the Imperial Government in the constrnction of a Trunk Line of Railway through the British
Provinces in North America. I have, &e.

(Signed) GREY.
Lt. Governor Sir E. Head, Bt., &c. &c. &ec. (Copy)
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(Copy)—DNo. 292. Downing Street, 27th Nvvember, 1851,

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 33, enclosing a copy of
the Speech with which you opened the extra Session of the Legislature of Nova Scotia on the 4tk
instant, and I consider it necessary to point out to you, without loss of time, an error into which yon
have fallen, and which I much regret, in stating that Her Majesty’s Government are prepared to
recommend to Parliament, that provision should be made for raising, with the guarantee of the British
Treasury, the funds required for the construction of both the Lines of Railway adverted to in your
Speech to the Provincial Legislature. Upon reference to the correspondence transmisted in my Des-
patch, No. 260, of the 14th of March last, you will find that it is distinctly stated, that the only
Railway for which Her Majesty’s Government would think it right to call upon Parliament for assist-
ance, would be one calculated to promote the interests of the whole British Empire, by establishing
a line of communication between the three Provinces in North America. It was added, that there
would be no objection to the plan which might be decided upon, including * a provision for establish-
ing a communication between the projected Railway and the Railways of the United States;” but it
is obvious from the whole tenor of the communication made to Mr. Howe, and of the Despatches which
1 addressed to yourself and to the Governor General, that while Her Majesty’s Government entertain
no objection to the establishment of a Railway communication with the United States, it was not
contemplated that the assistance of Parliament should be applied for, for this, or for any other object
than the formation of the main line connecting the British Provinces.

Looking to the Jarge amount of the expenditure which would have to be incurred for this object, I
do not anticipate that it would be in the power of Her Majesty’s Government to extend to other lines
the assistance which it is proposed to grant to the main one in question, though until some definite
proposal is made on the part of the three Provincial Legislatures, no final decision can be adopted.

I have, &ec..
(Signed) GREY.

Lieat. Governor Sir John Harvey, &ec. &c. &c.

(Copy—No. 302.) Downing Street, 5th December, 1851.

SIR,—1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 66, of the 8th of November,
transmitting a letter from the President of the European and North American Railway Company,
enclosing copies of certain Resolutions passed at a Meeting of that Company on the 27th of October,
on the subject of the two Bills passed in the last Session of the Legislature of New Brunswick, for
facilitating the construction of the line.

You will acquaint Mr. Jardine that I have duly received his communication ; that I am anxious
to avoid causing unnecessary delay in the commencement of a work of so much importance to Pro-
vincial interests as this Railway, but that I still consider that before these Acts can be submitted to
the Queen in Council, the Legislature of New Brunswick ought to have an opportunity of reconsidering
the whole subject. I have, &ec.

‘ (Signed) GREY.
Lt. Governor Sir E. Head, &ec. &c. &c.

The Honorable Mr. Solicitor General, by leave, presented the following Petitions:

From Magdalen Schureman, praying Legislative aid : and
From Horatio N. Hill, praying remuneration for a Piano seized,

Orperen, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Brown, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From S. H. Whitlock and others, praying for Bear Bounty Warrant :

From Alexander M‘Intosh, praying aid for teaching a School :

From Hugh Allen, with a like prayer:

From George M‘Kay, Trustee of Schools Charlotte County, praying remuneration
for losses by him sustained in that capacity : From
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From the Reverend James C. B. M<Devitt and others, praying aid for a School :
and

From Richard M‘Gee, praying remuneration for losses by an irregular Grant from
the Crown.

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.
The Honorable Mr. Connell, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From James Stickney, praying remuneration for building a Bridge :
From John H. Torney, praying return of Daty: and
From Woodstock Mechanics’ Institute, praying pecuniary aid.

OrpERED, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 o'clock.

FRIDAY, 16th January, 1852.

PRESENT:

THE HON. Mr. Black, President.
Myr. Botsford, Mr. Chandler,
Mr. Solicitor General, Mr. Hill,
Mr. Harrison, Mr. Brown,
Mr. Odell, Mr. Gilbert,
Mpr. Steves.

PRAYERS.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the House was put into Committee of the whole
to take into consideration the Bill to continue an Act for the better prevention of
Trespasses on Crown Lands and private property.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the said Bill, and
recommended the same to the adoption of the House without any amendment.

OrpEerep, That the Report be received and the Bill read a third time to-morrow.

A Message from His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor was delivered by the
Honorable Mr, Chandler, a Member of Her Majesty’s Executive Council.

The Honorable the President read the same; and it was again read by the. Clerk,

as follows :— ‘
- NEW BRUNSWICK.
Message to the Legislative Council,
Epmunp Heap. 16tk January, 1852.
His Excellency the Licutenant Governor lays before the Council the Papers

relating to the settlement of the disputed Boundary with Canada, referred to in his.
opening Speech. . E. H.

The Documents communicated by this. Message, being read: at the Clerk’s Table,
are as follow :— ' BounNDARY:
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BOUNDARY BETWEEN CANADA AND NEW BRUNSWICK.

(Copy)—No. 279. Downing Street, 14th July, 1851.

SIR,—With reference to my Despatch of the 25th June last, No. 272, enclosing the award of the
two arbitrators on the Boundary Question between Canada and New Brunswick, I have now to
inform you that Dr. Lushington, the third arbitrator appointed, having declined to accept any
remuneration in respect of the services which he has now rendered the two Provinces, I have fixed
the payment to be made to Dr. Twiss and Mr. Falconer at £200 each, according to the power
reserved to me in the terms of arbitration, having had regard both to the importance of the duty
performed by them, and the amount of labour and time which they have devoted to its execution.

If (as I understand to be the case) the funds arising from the disputed territory are at present
placed at your disposal, jointly with Lord Elgin. for the purposes of arbitration, you will probably be
able to remit the sum of £200 to me at once, to be applied to this payment. .

I transmit herewith the papers on this subject which have been before both Houses of Parliament,
and of a Bill which I have introduced into the House of Lords, for the purpose of carrying the award
into effect. I am, &e.

(Signed) GREY.

Lt. Governor Sir E. Head, Bt., &ec. &c. &e.

(Copy)—No. 282. Downing Street, 8th August, 1851.

SIR,—I have to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 43, of the 10th ulto., transmitting certain
Sélggestions as to the proposed Act for the settlement of the Boundaries between Canada and New

runswick.

These suggestions arrived too late for embodiment in the Act which has now received Her Majesty’s
assent, and I transmit it to you, together with a copy of the Despatch which 1 have addressed on the
subject of it to Lord Elgin. '

You will observe, that your proposal as to the method of running the line will thus be substantially
carried into execution. Asto the question respecting the sums levied in the disputed territory to
which your Despatch refers, I trust that some method will be found of arranging them by mutnal
agreement between the Provinces. 1 am, &ec.

(Signed) GREY.
Lt. Governor Sir E. Head, Bt., &c. &c. &c.

(Enclosure in No. 282.)
{Copy)—No. 633. Downing Street, 8th August, 1851.

My LorD,—1I transmit to your Lordship an Act for the settlement of the Boundaries between the
Provinces of Canada and New Brunswick, which has received Her Majesty’s assent. )

As this Act is founded on the reference by both Provinces of this long pending question to arbitra-
tors appointed by themselves, and as the steps of the arbitration have already been made known to
your Lordship, it appears unnecessary to enter into further details respecting it. .

The power given me in the first section I propose to exercise by authorizing yourself, with the
advice of your Council, to nominate a Commissioner, and giving a similar authority to Sir E. Head on
the part of New Brunswick. I shall myself nominate a third, who will probably be an officer in Her
Majesty’s military service. .

You will therefore communicate with Sir E. Head on the subject, and report the result to me with
as little delay as you may find practicable. I have, &c.

(Signed) GREY.
The Right Hon. Earl of Elgin, &e. &ec. &e.

The Honorable Mr. Hill, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Robert Watson, praying increase of Salary as Controller at Saint Stephen:
From John Wallace, Esquire, Postmaster, praying increase of Salary : .
: rom
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From Edward Snell and others, praying for a Bounty on Fish : and

From Cochran Craig and others, praying that Grand Manan and Campo Be]]o be
made Free Ports.

OrpEeRrep, That the same be received and lie on the Table

Adjourned until To-morrow af 12 o’clock.

SATURDAY, 11th Janiary, 1852.

PRESENT:
THE HON. Myr. Black, President.
Mpr. Botsford, Myr. Chandler,
Myr. Solicitor General, Mr. Hill,
Mr. Brown, ‘ Mr. Odell,
Mr. Connell, , : Myr. Gilbert.

PRAYERS.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Bill to continue an Act for the better pre-
vention of Trespasses on Crown Lands and private Property, was read a third ‘time
and passed.

Orperep, That the Master in Chancery do go down to the Assembly and acquaint
that House that the Legislative Council have agreed to the sald Bxll withcut any
amendment.

On motion—

The House was put into Committee of the whole to take into consideration the Bl"
intituled “ An Act to amend the Law relating to Lunatics and Insane Persons.”

The Honorable Mr. Botsford took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the sald Bill, and
recommended the same to the adoption of the House.

Orperep, That the Report be received, and the Bill engrossed and read a thu'd
time on Monday next. ,

On motion— ' o

The House was put into Committee of the whole to take into consnderatlon the Bill,
intituled “ An Act in addition to and in amendment of the Act relatmg to the deﬁm-
tion of offences and the punishment thereof.” '

. The Honorable Mr. Botsford took the Chair. .
- After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone throuah the sald Bxl], and
recommended the same to the adoption of the House.

OzrDERED, That the Report be recexved and the Blll engrossed and’ read a. thn-d
time on Monday next. :

The Honorable Mr. Hill, by leave, presented the followmg Petitions:——

From John Farmer and others,: praymg that Campo Be}lo, West Isles, and Grand
Manan, be made Free Ports: and - - ‘ . :
From J. M‘Neil and-others, with a like ' prayer Cedapd e ey B a8 v
““OrpERED, That the same be received and lie on the Table. “The
8
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The Honorable Mr. Brown, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

'From Mary Grant, praying aid for teaching-a'School :

From Reverend M. A. Wallace, praying Return Duty :

From Ebenezer Dotten, praying Legislative aid for a Grist Mill: and
From Cochran Craig and others, praying aid to build a Breakwater.

OrbpERED, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Connell, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From George Connell, praying for Return Duty : and
From Gregor M‘Gregor, praying aid for teaching a School.

OrpEerep, That the.same be received and lie on the Table.
Adjeurned until Monday next at 12 o'clock.

‘MONDAY, 19th January, 1852.

) PRESENT:
THE:HON. ‘Mr. Black, President.
Myr. Saunders, Mr. Botsford,
Mr. Chandler, My, Nolicidor .General,
Mr. Minchin, Mr. Harrison,
Mr. Brown, Mr. Odell,

Mr. Gilbert.
PRAYERS.

A Message-was brought from the Assembly by.Mr. Fitzgerald, with a Bill to repeal
the several Acts providing for the more efficient inspection of Flour and Meal, so:far
as the same relates to the Town of Saint Andrews, .in .the County. of Charlotte to
which:they:desire the concurrence of this House. .

The said Bill was read a first time.
QOrpERED, That the said Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Beardsley, witha Bill:to legahve
the Lock-up House at the Creek Village in the Parish of Woodstock, in the-County
of.Carleton ; .to which they desire the concurrence of this House. .

"The said Bill was read a first time.

OrpEerep, That the said Bill be read a secand time to-morrow. -

A Message was brought from the Assembly by ‘Mr. Johnson, with-a Bill in adthﬁon
to and in amendment of an Act, intituled *“ An :Act to incorporate the Miramichi and
Richibu¢to iElestric Felegraph Company ;” ito-which they desire ‘the concurrence of
this House.

The said Bill was:read. a first time.

OrpEereED, That the said Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

On motion made:and seconded—

OgozEd, That a Select Committee:of :three persons ‘be appainted ‘o nepont upon
such Bills relating to Corporations as may be referred to'them the present:Session:;

and that the Hounorable Messieurs Botsford, « Chandler and - Brewn, do- compone ége
U paane. ‘ e
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The Honorable Mr. Saunders, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From John Clinton, praying Grant for-an entire Horse :

From Ann Parker, praying Revolationary War Pension :

From Jane M<Rae, with a like prayer:

From the Clergy of the Rural Deanery of Chatham, praying free admission to all
Church fittings : and ' :

From Robert Doak and others, praying aid for a Road.

OrpEerep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Minchin, by leave, presented a Petition from Edward-O’Brien,
praying aid for teaching a School.
OrpErep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford, by leave, presented the following ‘Petitions: -

From Charles Prescott and others, praying aid for Sailing Packet between Bay de
Verte and Prince Edward Island : ' )

From Stephen Gordon, with a like prayer: and

From Missionary, Church Wardens, Vestry, and others, praying certain articles to
be-admitted free from Dauty. '

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table. _
The Honorable Mr. Brown, by leave, presented the following Petitions::—

From Thomas Crawley, praying aid for teaching a School :
From Douglas B. Stcvens, praying Return Duties:: and
From Eliphaz Coddington, praying pecuniary aid.

Orperep, That the same be received and lie.on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Gilbert, by leave, presented a ‘Petition from Silas M*Mahon,
praving remuneration for damages sustained in a:certdin case.
Orperep, That the same be received ‘and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Chaudler, by leave, .presented the following Petitions :—

From Benjamin Hammatt Norton, praying: Liegislative aid for Steamer-:

From Anna Gordon, praying aid for teaching.a School:

‘From John W. Loan, with a like prayer: ’ ‘

‘From Samuel D. Miller and others, with alike prayer:

‘From Thomas Conner, with a like prayer :

From Trustees of Sackville Academy, with a like prayer:

From Lewis O’Deligney, with a like prayer: )

From Maxime Boudreau and others, with a ke prayer: and

From the Rector, Church Wardens, &c. -of Shediac, praying that Church fixings be
admitted duty free.. : '

{ORDERED, Thgt,tbe same be reqei:ved and lie-on the Table.
Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 o'clock.

TuzsDAY
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TUESDAY, 20th January, 1852.

PRESENT:
THE HON. Mr. Black, President.
Mr. Saunders, Mr. Botsford,
Mr. Chandler, Mr. Solicitor General,
Mr. Minchin, Mr. Brown,
Myr. Harrison, Myr. Connell,
Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Steves.

PRAYERS.

Pursuznt to the Order of the Day, the following Bills were severally read a second
time :—

A Bill to iegalize the Lock-up House at the Creek Village in the Parish of Wood-.
stock, in the County of Carleton :

A Bill to repeal the several Acts providing for the more efficient inspection of Flour
and Meal, so far as the same relate to the Town of Saiut Andrews, in the County of
Charlotte : and

A Bill in addition to and amendment of an Act, intituled “ An Act to incorporate
the Miramichi and Richibucto Electric Telegraph Company.”

Orperep, That the House be put into Committee of the whole to-morrow, to take
the two first entered Bills severally into consideration.

Orperzp, That the last entered Bill be referred to the Select Committee appointed
to examine and report upon all Bills relating to Corporations.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford presented to the House a Bill, intituled *“ An Act to
incorporate the Westmorland Agricultural Emigrant Society.”

The said Bill was read a first time.

Orperep, That the twenty third Rule of this House be dispensed with, as regards
the said Bill, and that the same be read a second time presently.

The said Bill was read a second time.

Orperep, That the said Bill be referred to the Select Committee appointed to
examine and report upon all Bills relating to Corporations.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Harding, with a Bill to continue
and amend an Act, intituled “ An Act for the better extinguishing of Fires which may
happen in the City of Saint John;” to which they desire the concurrence of this
House.

The said Bill was read a first time.

Orperep, That the said Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

Messages from His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor were delivered by the
Honorable Mr, Chandler, a Member of Her Majesty’s Executive Council.

The Honorable the President read the same; and they were again read by the
Clerk, as follows :—

New Brunswick
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NEW BRUNSWICK.
Message to the Legislative Council,
Epmunp Heap. 19tk January, 1852.
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor lays before the Council copies of Cor-
respondence and Documents relating to the Currency and other subjects.

E. H.
COINS AND LEGAL TENDER.

Despatches in reference to Aet  To consolidate and amend the Laws establishing the value of Coins
and a Legal Tender within the Province,” and uniform Currency.

(Copy)—No. 16. Government House, Fredericton, N. B., Marck 30, 1850.

My LorD,—I enclose for your Lordship’s information, a copy of & Bill which has now passed both
Branches of the Legislature of this Province, but to which the assent of the Crown has not yet been
given. It is entitled ¢ A Bill to consolidate and amend the Laws establishing the value of the Coins,
and a Legal Tender within the Province.” The subject matter of this Bill is important, and some-
what complicated. I therefore take the earliest opportunity of sending a copy of it to your Lordship,
slthough, as it contains a suspending clause, it will have to be dealt with hereafter.

2. The Provincial Act, 7 Vic. e. 29, amended in part the Provincial Acts, 28 Geo. 3, ¢. 18, and
58 Geo. 3, c. 23. The last of these, which passed in 1818, fixed the value of the Sovereign at 22s.
3d. Currency, and the value of the Crown at 5s. 6d., whilst the American Eagle of 10 Dollars was
fixed at 50s. Currency, and the Dollar at 5s. Currency. The 7 Vie. e. 29, left the Eagle and Dollar
at their respective values of 50s. and 5s. Currency, but raised the nominal value of the Sovereign to
£1 4s. Currency, and that of the Crown to 6s. Currency.

3. The present Bill, by an amendment made in the Legislative Council, proposes to raise the
nominal value of the Sovereign to £} 4 4 Currency, experience having shewn that the present rate
is too low in proportion to the Eagle. Sovereigns may be passed in the country here, T am told, for
£1 4 6; but from the higher legal value attached to the Eagle, that Coin and the Half Eagle form
our principal Gold Currency. So far as it goes, I believe, the proposition to leave the Eagle at £2
10s. Currency, and raise the Sovereign to £1 4 4 Currency. would very nearly place these Coins on
their relative footing of value. How far it would correspond with their true metallic value, is another
question.

4. According to the Treatise on the Currency of the English Colonies, published for Her Majesty’s
Stationery Office, in 1848, it appears that the Sovereign contains 113 graing of pure gold. The
American Eagle, in 1820, contained 2473 grains of pure gold ; but in 1834, by & new regulation of
the United States Mint, the Eagle was lowered to 232.2 grains. When the value of the American
Eagle, therefore, was first fixed in this Province at 50s., it was intrinsically worth more than it was
when the 7 Vic. ¢. 29 was passed, and than it now is. Foreign Gold Coins are made a Legal Tender
in the United States at a rate higher than that warranted by their true metallic value. Thus the
Sovereign of full weight is rated at $4.87 5m., and this is complained of by Mr. Patterson, the
Director of the United States Mint.

5. In 1843, the Legislature of this Colony passed an Act fixing the following rates of value for the
various current Coins :—

Erglish Sovereign,
French Crown, ... .
English Crown, ... .

Dollar, ...

American Eagle, e 210 0 ¢

This Act was disallowed by Her Majesty, on the ground that the values of the several Coins were

not accurately adjusted, but ought to have been as follows :— - c
" Sovereign, ... £1 4 0 Carrency.
English Crown, ... . w. 0.6 0 =
American Eagle, SN e 2 9 83 o«
9 The

- o £l

e 9 o 9
» v e



38 JOURNAL OF THE LGEISLATIVE COUNCIL.
P P A S

The Act 7 Vic. ¢. 23, was passed in the following year, retaining the Eagle at £2 10s., but not
altering the Sovereign from £1 4s. .
1t follows, as has been stated in the work referred to above, that the Eagle is overvalued with
reference to the Sovereign, by about 1 per cent. When we take into account the fact already stated,
that Sovereigns are overvalued in the States,; it is not surprising that they cannot be retained in
circulation here. The present Bill would, as T have said, aimost remove this disproportion between
the Sovereign and the Eagle, but it must be observed, that there are two ways of doing it—
Ist. By raising the value of the Sovereign as now proposed.
2nd. By lowering the value of the Eagle.

6. The only safe principle to go upon in altering the legal rate at which Coins are current, seems
to be a reference to their real value in pure metal. Now I apprehend, if this principle were acted upun, -
the Eagle ought to be lowered, rather than the Sovereign raised ; but there is another inconvenience
involved in the scheme now proposed, which is, that whilst the English Sovereign is to pass for £1 ds.
4d Currency, the English Crown is to pass for 6s. Currency, although it professes to be the 4th part of
the 20s. which constitute the Sovereign or Pound Sterling. This anomaly was avoided by the Bill
of 1843, by putting the Sovereign at £1 4 2, and the Crown at 63. 03d., Currency.

Some difficulty arises from the attempt to make Gold and Silver both Legal Tenders to any amount
when the English Silver Currency is a token, and the American Dollar ig essentially the basis of our
Currency here. _

_7. I doubt my own competency to advise the Government on so difficult and complicated a matter.
This present Bill as it stands, would, I thigk, do no harm, but it is for your Lordship to say whether
you think it affords a satisfactory solution of the question. ‘ ‘ .

In my opinion, the difficulty lies much deeper, and the subject reqnires'to be dealt with in these
North American Colonies on a larger and more comprehensive plan, with reference to their general
interests. No good reason can be given why the currencies of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
and Newfoundland, should be different each from the other, causing endless complexity and difficulty
in all commercial and monetary transactions. The supposed basis of all these is of course the Dollar,
and the only scheme which can, T believe, adjust them &ll on reasonable principles, would be the issue
of & Dollar coinage, common to 4ll the British North American Colonies, in which the Dollar of 5s.
Currency should correspond, as nesrly as possible, in weight and purity, with the Dellar of the United
Stidtes, but should in no case exceed it in metallic value.

If such a Dollar were continued as the basis on which the Currency rested, it would be edsy'to
adjust the various Gold Coins current throughout the Colonies with reference to their true metallic
. worth, the orily safeguard in dealing with such questions. _

_To substitute Sterling for Currericy, as suggested in the Treatise on the Currency of the British
Colonies, would be unpopular here ; would be disliked by commercial men in sbme ways, and would
involve difficult questions arising out of the low standard of British Silver relatively to British Gold.

8. I donot know how far such a Dollar as I propose mighit be made to meet the wants of other Colo-
nies, such as Malta and parts of the West Indies, but I am of opinion that important commercial and
polifical objects would be directly and indirectly promoted by such a Coinage in British North America.
A common system of Postage, and an absence of restrictions in inter-colonial Trade, promise to bind
these Colonies more closely together than has hitherto been done. Free commercial intercourse makes
identity of Currency most important, and the circulation of a Coin, having Her Majesty’s impress,
through the hands of all her subjects here, would not be without its effect in producing a sense of
sameness of interests with another, whilst it would constantly recall the fact that they form part of
one great whole.

9. It is to be observed too, that such a coinage as I have deseribed, might readily be made the
foundation of a comiplete decimal system. If the Colonial Dollar were made a legal tender for 50
pence Stérling, then & Gold Coin somewhat smaller than & half Sovereign equal to 100 pence or two
Dollars might be introduced under a distinctnante, such-as'a * Ducat” or ¢ Royal.”” The Penny Ster-
ling would be .0l of the ¢ Ducat.” The tenth of that in Silver would be equivalent, as near as may be,
to the present Shilling Currency, and to 10d. Sterling. Accounts kept in Dyoats and Pence would,
turned into Sterling by reduction into pence, the Dollar or half Ducat would be egual to the Anla)eorlilcan

Br:
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Dollar : the transfer into the old currency would be equally easy, as the Dollar woull still represent
5s. Currency. The only change of any importance would be that the * Shilling,” or one tenth of the
“ Ducat,”” would contain 10d. Sterling, instead of 12d. Currency. I know that associations would be
difficult to break throngh, and that a long time might elapse before the notion of a -Shilling containing
10d. became familiar to people’s mind. _

10. I do not know whether it is worth-while to advert to the relation which such a2 Colonial Dollar
as I have described would bear to the French Five Franc piece, but it appears possible, as I have
said, that & Dollar of this description might be applicable to some of the West India Islands and to
our Colonies in the- Mediterranean. The Five Franc piece has, in the United States, a legal value
of 93 cents. lts relation to British Silver is deranged by the low standard of the English' Silver Cur-
rency. A Shilling English is worth in piece' metal about 1.16* Frane, whereas in its capacity of 1-20th
of the Sovereign it ought to be equal to 1.26 Franc.

11. I think however, that it would be desirable to coin any Dollar for these Colonies with a trifling
seignorage of 2 grains, or 2§ from the'standard of the United States. The worthof the United States
Dollar in puresilver, is 371.25 grains. A seignorage of 2:25 grains would deduct nearly ¥ of a penny
from its metallic value, and would probably bz sufficient to prevent the efffux of Colonial Dollars to
the United States as bullion, whilst it would be enough to lower their worth in the ordinary transactions
of business. The various kinds of Dollars already current in America, vary much more considerably
one from the other, as your Lordship, will see by the annexed paper, (marked A,) which contains a
statement furnished to me by W. H. Robinsen, Esquire, Her Majesty’s Commissary at Halifax:

I have, &e&.
(Signed) EpMUND HEAD.
The Rt. Hon. Earl:Grey, &c. &¢. &es

(Copy) — No. 256. Downing- Street; th 4pril, 1851,

_S1R,—I have to acknowledge yonr Despateh, No. 16, of 30th March last, transmitting copy of a
Bill to consolidate the Laws establishing the value'of Coins'and a Legal Tender within that Provinee:
This Bill appears to have subsequently” been passed as an Act on the' 26th April last, but with a
suspending clause.

2. I enclose for your information the extract of a letter which I have'received on the subjectof this
Act from the Lords Commissioners: of Her Majesty’s ‘Treasury, and the” copy of a communication
addressed to me by their Lerdships; onthe subject of & late' Act of the’ Legislature of Canada, which
is referred to in the first mentioned letter. ,

3. For the reasons which these letters will fully explain, it-appears to"me niost desirable’that some
uniform system of Currency should be established thronghout: British North America. In order to
arrive at this result, 1. wonld suggest, for the considerztion of the Legisluture of New Brunswick, thet
the best course would probably be for the Legislature of: the ‘several Provinces’ to-pass' Acts for the
appointment of Conmimissioners, who should meet together at: the* Seat of' Government in Canads, with
authority to frame regnlations; and the Actsshould provide that such regulations, if agreed to by the
Commissioners from each Province, should have the force of: law when' confirmed by Her Majesty in
Courcil.

4. In the meantime, for the reasons adduced by the Lords: Commissioners of the Treasury, Her
Majesty’s confirmation will be withheld. from:the: Act now in" question.

5. Lannex the copy of & Despatch-which:I have addrassed the:Governor Gereral of Canade on"the
sanie’ subject. I hiave, &6. )

‘ (Signed) GREY.
Lieut.- Governor Sir E. Head, Bart.,.&. &ci &e. :

(Copy) Treasury Chanibers; 20th: February, 1851.
SIR,—I'am' commarided by the Lords-Commigsioners of Her'Majesty’s Treastry to acquaint you,
for the information of Earl Grey, with:referenice’ to'your lettér of the'6th Décember last; that niy Lotds
have had under their attentive consideration, the' Despatelr thereini'enclosed frofii the-Govertior General
of Canada, with' the* Memoranduny-asvempanying’it by the: Inspector(eneral of the: Provincs; o the
m ;:f ttiisallowing the Canada Currency Act, as suggested in the letter of this erd«ot‘th’c‘ﬂﬂi
ast.
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I am desired to state, that the opinion expressed in that letter was founded on considerations not
lightly adopted, both of constitutional law and of general policy ; and my Lords do not find in the
arguments advanced by Mr. Hincks, sufficient reasons for altering the view which they took of this
matter; and impressed as they are with the desirableness of abstaining as far as possible from inter-
fering with measures of a local :haracter adopted by the Canadian Legislature, they still feel that the
course which they then suggested, is the one which it is proper and right to follow.

The objection most prominently put forward by their Lordships against the Act in question, was
founded on those clauses which, by conferring on the Governor General the assumed right of coining
money, involved an interference with the prerogative of the Crown ; but they disapproved of the Act
also on other grounds.

That objection has, however, a deeper import and a wider bearing than the Inspector General, from
the tenor of his remarks and the nature of his recommendations, appears to be aware of ; and the very
circumstance of an Act of this nature having been passed by the Parliament of Canada nnanimously,
and with little discussion, shews that although the Inspector General does not question the abstract
rights of the Crown in this respect, the policy of maintaining them is not understood in the Colony, or
at any rate has not been duly considered.

My Lords therefore think it desirable to bring under the notice of the Canadian Government, through
the Secretary of State, the grounds upon which this prerogative rests.

In Vattel’s Law of Nations it is laid down, that *‘ the public faith being surety for the money, the
Sovereign alone has aright tohave it coined : for this reason, the right of coining is placed among tke
prerogatives of Her Majesty.”

The writer proceeds to cite examples with regard to the delegation of this power, from which it may
be inferred that “ the King could not grant that privilege, it being inseparztle from the Crown.” 1t
would hence appear, that the Sovereign holds the power as an inalienable prerogative, for the benefit
of the State, and subject to its laws. .

The foundation of the prerogative was to enable the Sovereign to maintain the faith of contracts
between all classes of the subjects; and it is essential to the exercise of this power, that it should be
maintained in the person of the Sovereign or ruling power of the State, as an alteration of the currency
in one part of the territory would necessarily affect, not only the inhabitants of that district, but all
other subjects who have contracts with them.

"The delegation to local authorities of the right to alter the standard, or to issue new Coins, would
disable the Queen from effecting the objects for which the prerogative exists.

My Lords think it therefore incumbent on Her Majesty’s Government to maintain this prerogative
of the Crown unimpaired, and they are of opinion that a local Act, assented to by the Governor
General without authority, and assuming to confer upon him this attribute of the Sovereign, ought
not to be allowed to remain on the Statute Books of the Provincial Legislature.

The objection to that clause of the Act which assigns new rates to the Dollar, &c., stands upon &
somewhat different footing, because it confers no new powers on the Gevernor General, and merely
revises the rates at which Foreign Coins pass current, by the same authority (namely, an Act of the
Provincial Legislature,) as that which established the rates already existing.

There is, however, this great distinction between the course followed in the present, and on the
former occasion, that whereas the Canada Act, 4 & § Vic. ¢. 35, was framed in accordance with
previous instructions from Her Majesty’s Government, and was reserved for the special confirmation
of Her Majesty in Council, the Act now under consideration has been passed without previous com-
munication with Her Majesty’s Government, and has not been reserved for Her Majesty’s sanction.

No reason is assigned for this deviation from the usual and prescribed course of proceeding in the
case of Bills of this description; but the Inspector General contends for the principle of allowing the
Provincial Legislature the power of regulating the Currency of the Province without special reference
to Her Majesty’s Government.

My Lords feel it right to observe with reference to this claim, that the power of giving currency to
Coins cannot be separated from the prerogative of coining. for the Sovereign who coins money assigns
the nominal rate at which it shall pass current, and the admission of Foreign Coins intp circulation at
rates conflicting with those assigned to current Coins of the Realm, would interfere with the exercise
. of this right. .

Hence
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Hence the right of legitimatising Foreign Coin, and making it current, is included by Judge Black-
stone in the prerogative of the Crown relating to the Coinage.

Her Majesty’s Government have, upon these grounds, been careful of late years to reserve within the
control of the Crown, 2all proceedings of Colonial Legislatures relating to the Currency; and the
Instructions to Governors expressly apprized them that they are not empowered to pass any Law,
without authority of Her Majesty's Government, * whereby an alteration may be made in the circu-
lating medium of the Colony.

My Lords do not consider that they can, upon any constitutional principles, abandon that control
which has heretofore been exercised over the proceedings of Colonial Legislatures relating to the
Currency, and they feel that they are bound to require that any Bills which may pass the Parliament
of Canada on such subjects, may, as formerly, be reserved for the signification of Her Majesty's
pleasure thereon.

Lord Grey will observe that the objections. entertained by this Board against the Act in question,
are twofoid, viz :—

First,— On account of the clauses which would confer upon the Governor General the right of coining,
a prerogative reserved by Constitutional Law in the person of the Sovereign; and

Secondly,—On acconnt of the clause for altering the current rates of certain Foreign Coins, as being
irregularly enacted, and as coming into operation without the previous assent of Her Majesty in
Council, and thereby interfering with the due control of Her Majesty over arrangements affecting the
same prerogative.

My Lords would much regret if any embarrassment should be occasioned to the Canadian Govern-
ment, or Legislature, by the adoption of this decision, more especielly as, if any such should arise, it
would, they fear, be aggravated.by the circumstance of the Act having been allowed to come: into
operation on the lst January, owing to a disinclination to act upon the view of this -Board regarding
the disallowance of the Act, without first consulting the local Government ; but it does not appear to
their Lordships that any practical difficulty or inconvenience in regard of the monetary concerns of
the Province can arise from disallowing the Act, since the Law, as it existed previous:to the passing:
of the recent Act, gave the Banks the option of forming their reserves of any of the current Coins;
whether Gold or Silver; and the proceedings which they are said to have taken, of remitting the
Silver Dollars which they had in their chests to this country, and substituting for them Geld Coins-of
the United States, was perfectly open to them under the provisions of that Law.

The disallowance of the Act will not therefore, as the Inspector General supposes, affect at all the
proceedings of the Banks in this respect, which are ir perfect accordance with the provisions of the
existing law, or render it necessary for them to revert to their former practice of holding their reserves.
solely in Silver in Coin. .

I am at the same time to observe, that althongh, for- the reasons above assigned; my Lords have
thought it necessary to recommend that the Act should be disallowed, they would have felt great
reluctance in suggesting this course, if the expediency of the regulations proposed to be established:
had app ared to them to be free from doubt, and if the maintenance of the centrol of Her Majesty’s
Government over proceedings affecting the Currency of the-Colonies, did not involve grave questions-
of policy, no less than of constitutional principle.

The history of the Currency of the British Celonies affords ample evidence of the necessity for the-
exercise of the controlling powers of the State. All the anomalies which have arisen in past times,
and the difficulties which in some cases still remain to be adjusted, may be traced to the ill-considered
and partial proceedings adopted in the Colonies, in the absence: of systematic and judicious superin-
tendance on-the part of the Home (Government.

it was not until the inconvenience arising from the conflicting and arbitrary valuations assigned to
the Coins in circulation in the different possessions of the Crown, became so pressing as to require at
all hands a remedy for the evil, that the Government: undertook the settlement of the question-upon
sound and general principles. With. this object, it was essential that they should take the superin~
tendence of it into their own hands, and assert the power, for the-advantage of the Colorries themselves,
which ig vested in the Sovereign by Royal prerogative for regulating the circulation. The: beneficial
effects of this superintendence must be apparent, when the confusion which-existed - previously to the.

‘adoption of the measures of 1838 is compared with the present state of- the ‘Currency. in-most-of Her-
Majesty’s Colonies. 10 : 'The.
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The character of the legislation recently proposed in more than one Colony, leads this Board to
apprehend that past experience would be of little avail, if the Colonial Assemblies were left to legislate
on these subjects without control, and that those bedies would still be governed by partial and restricted
views, instead of broad and general principles. But if control is to be maintained, it is obvious that
it can be exerted with greater efficiency, as well as convenience, in anticipation of legislative provision,
rather than by correcting measures after they have been passed. The difficulty of dealing with
questions of this description would be greatly augmented if local Acts are to come into operation, and
assume the force of Law, before Her Majesty’s Government have had an opportunity of expressing an
opinion upon them; so that the effect of the interference of the Government is not, as it clearly ought
to be, to prevent an objectionable Law from taking effect, but to repeal the Law after it has been
acted upon.

If ang' proof were required of the necessity of maintaining the regulations which have been estab-
lished on this subject, it would be afforded by one of the arguments which is advanced in favour of the
recent legislation in Canada.

One of the objects which is most insisted on, is the advantage of combining, in an uniform system,
the Currencies of the British North American Provinces, and it appears to be considered that this
object would be promoted by the Canada Act now under consideration.

No doubt the attainment of an effectual arrangement for that purpose is most desirable ; but the first
difficulty to be overcome in the matter, is that of reconciling conflicting views and interests, and the
discovery of a means of effecting the necessary change in the Currency of some of the Colonies,
without disturbing existing relations between debtors and creditors.

The superintendence of 2 general controlling power, would be almost essential to the carrying into
effect an extended arrangement of this nature in the different Colonies ; and my Lords do not con-
sider that the object would be promoted by hasty legislation in one Province, in the hope that others
would follow in the same course. )

The Inspector General observes in his memorandum, that ¢ he is unable to conceive on what grounds
it can be urged that in one British Province, Coin (the dollar) should be valued at 5s. 1d. eurrency,
while in others it is 5s. currency.”

My Lords entirely concur in the view which thus appears to be entertained by the Inspector General,
that there are no good grounds for having a different value assigned to the same Coin in neighbouring
Colonies ; but they must observe, that this discrepancy has arisen from the same course having at
former periods been adopted by the different Colonies which is pursued by the Canadian Legislature,
namely, that of one Colony legislating on the sutject without reference to Her Majesty’s Government,
or to the circumstances existing in other Colonies, and further, that rating the Dollar at 5s. currency
in Canada will not attain the uniformity sought.

The nominal rating of the Dollar at 5s. currency, at present obtains in two of the Provinces only,
viz: New Brunswick and Newfoundland. In the former, the pound sterling is rated at £1 4s., being
equivalent to the rating of the Dollar at §s. currency, estimating that Coin at 4s. 2d. sterling ; 5s.
currency in New Brunswick expresses therefore a different value from 5s. currency in Canada, where
the pound sterling is rated at £1 4 4; and although my Lords have before them a Bill of the Legis-
lature of New Brunswick, in which a re-rating of the Coins in circulation is proposed, on a basis
similar in some respects to that adopted in the Canada Act, it has not received the assent of Her
Majesty, and as yet, therefore, the case of New Brunswick cannot be referred to as one in which the
system sought to be established in Canada has been adopted. _

In the case of Newfoundland, the rating of the Dollar at 5s. currency is merely nominal, their being
no legal enactments for regulating the Currency of that Island, and consequently no fized rates at
which the Coins in cirenlation can be estimated. TIn Nova Scotia, the Dollar i3 rated at 5s. 21d.
currency, and at Prince Edward Island at 6s. 3d.

It is evident from this statement of the various rates assigned te the Dollar in the North American
Provinces, that if, as my Lords are led to infer from the above passage in the Inspector General’s
memorandum, the measure has been brought forward in Canada, under the impression that by fixing
the nominal rating of the Dollar at 5s., uniformity will thereby be attained in the Currency of the
different Provinces, the professing that object had not even ascertained the state of the currencies of
the other Provinces before introducing & Bill of such importance. I
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1t is also evident that much difficulty will be experienced in modifying the ratings of the various
currencies of the different Colonies inte an uniform scheme ; and my Lords are unable, without further
information as to the views entertained in the Provinces, to propose any definite arrangement for that
object.

J.-\Il these difTiculties have indeed been overcome in Bermuda, and the most considerable of the West
India Islands, by the simple course of adopting the denomination of Sterling in accounts, and the
increased use of British money, and a similar measure was at one time contemplated by the Legisle-
ture of Nova Scotia.

Their Lordships are of opinion, that such a solution of the question would be in many respects the
most satisfactory and advantageous, althongh they are aware of the arguments which may be advanced
in favonr of a system of Currency for the North American Colories, more nearly according with that
of the United States.

My Lords will hereafter advert to this point, which is connected with the question, with the most
advantageous system of Currency to be adopted for the British North American Provinces collectively ;
but before entering into the consideration of that general question, it is necessary that they should
express their views upon the particular measure which is proposed for an alteration of the rating of
the Dollar in Canada.

That measure is avowedly founded on the desire to assimilate the Currency of the Province with
that of the United States, as established by the law in force in that country relating to the Coinage.

Thaut law was passed in 1836, and previously, therefore, to the recent alteration which has taken
place in the relative value of the precious metals, and which there i3 good reason for believing has
arisen from extraordinary and probably temporary causes.

Its provisions make both gold and silver Coins legal tender, but assigned to the former a smaller .
proportionate quantity of pure metal than shonld be assigned to them in reference to the silver Coins,
according to the average relative value of the two metals in the general market of the world. Diffi-
culty must indeed always occur in defining the relative mean value of the two metals measured by
each other; but there i3 no doubt that the silver Dollar usually bears an agio in the United States,
and consequently that the Eagle which contains nominally ten dollars, does not represent the value of
ten silver Dollars. Bence the anomaly has arisen, that the silver Dollar, though a legal tender for
no more than one tenth of an Fagle, is intrinsically worth more ; and the Bank Note representing a
Dollar, and for payment of which no Coin existed until very lately, except a silver Dollar, was issued
on the credit chiefly of gold Coins of less intrinsic value than the number of silver Dollars nominally
contained in them.

In Canada a more correct system of rating has been adopted ; the value expressed in the denomination
of local Currency of the pound Sterling having been first ascertained, the several Coins of Foreign
States admitted into circulation were rated by a comparison with the British Sovereign—the Gold
Coins, according to their equivalent contents of pure gold; the Silver Coins, according to their con-
tents of pure silver, taking the average value of that metal as measured by the gold standard of this
country. On this basis, which my Lords conceive is the only consistent principle on which Foreign
Coins can be rated for circulation in the British Dominions, the Sovereign having been rated at
£1 4 4 currency, the Eagle was correctly rated relatively to the Sovereign at 50s: currency, and the
Silver Dollar, at 5s. 1d. currency, which was, as nearly as could be expressed in that denomination,
its intrinsic value.

"T'his principle of rating, whilst it gave concurrent circulation to the Coins of both metals, as in the
United States, avoided the anomaly which has been referred to in the case of the Currency of that
country ; but it appears to have given rise to some discrepancy in regard to the value at which the
Notes of the Banks of the two countries circulate when they come in contact with each other. The
Notes of the Canada Bank for 5s. currency, represent the tenth part of an Eagle, and are consequently
equivalent to the United States Dollar Notes, but as they do not represent silver specie Dollars (rated
at 5s. 1d. currency) it is stated that they are not taken by the border population of the United States
ag equivalent to the Notes of their own Banks, which nominally, though not virtually, represent
silver specie Dollars. )

The avowed object of the proposed alteration of the rating of the Silver Dollar in Canada is to
counteract this partial depreciation of the Bank Notes of that Province, and this object wgnlfl :

obtain
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obtained by depreciating that Coin relatively to the Gold Coins, in the same proportion as silver is
underrated relatively to gold in the United States Mints.

My Lords, however, cannot but think that any partial advantage to be obtained by this alteration
would be dearly purchased if it should expose the monetary concerns of the Province to risk of
embarrassment.

Their Lordships can understand that some inconvenience may arise in retail transactions between
the bordering population from this discrepancy in the value arbitrarily assigned to the Bank Notes of
the two countries, but this inconvenience must be very partial and confined to a small portion of the
population, and my Lords cannot conceive that such notions can affect the real exchange between the
two countries, or interfere with the ready adjustment of their monetary transactions. My Lords are
unatle to assent to the opinion, that, for the sake of remedying a partial inconvenience of this sort,
it is expedient to adopt a measure for rating a single Coin upon an arbitrary valuation, contrary, not
only to dsound principle, but to the scheme upon which cther Coins, silver as well as gold, continue to
be rated.

From the arguments employed by the Inspector (Feneral, he would appear to be under the impression
that the Currency of Canada had heretofore been based on a Silver standard.

Such an impression can only have been formed upon an imperfect knowledge of the state of the laws.

It is true that the reserves in the Banks consisted until lately of Silver Dollars of the United States.

There were obvious reasons why the Banks should give a preference to these Coins. They consti-
tuted & convenient reserve for facilitating the payment of the small Notes of which the circulation of
the Province mainly coasists, and they were probably more easily obtainable than other Coins from
the circumstance that, being undervalued in their own country, they would naturally flow into Canada
where they were rated at their intrinsic worth.

But the law, as has been seen, allowed the Banks to employ either Silver or Gold Coins for their
reserves, and it is more than probable that, even if the Canadian Act in question had not been passed,
the recent change in the relative value of the precious metals, would have induced those who were in
possession of Silver Dollars to remit them to Furope for the sake of the profit to be derived from their
sale, substituting Gold Coins in their chests of reserve, and that the change which is stated to have
been effected by the Banks, in anticipation of the Canada Act coming into operation, and in conse-
quence of its enactment, would have been voluntarily undertaken by them as a profitable operation.
But the substitution of gold for silver in their coffers can affect no real alteration in the value for which
the Notes circulate ; these still represent the same proportions of the British Sovereign and the United
States Eagle that they did before.

A very material change would however, in all probability, result from this Act, namely, that in
consequence of the undervaluation of the Silver Dollar, tiat Coin would cease to flow into Canada,
and the usual silver circulation of the Province would disappear.

The consequences of this change demand, in the opinion of my Lords, very serious consideration.

Whatever opinion may be entertained regarding the issue of Notes of a very small denomination,
it can hardly, my Lords conceive, admit of a doubt, that if the convertibility of these Notes is to be
respected, provision should be made for facilitating their payment or demand, and the circulation of 2
country cannot stand on a sure basis, if it consists to a great extent of Notes for small sums, when the
reserves, on the faith of which they are isssued, is formed of Coins, the lowest denomination of which
greatly exceeds the amount expressed in each Note. Such would be the condition of the circulation
of Canada, if the state of the laws rendered it disadvantageous for the Banks to hold Silver Coins in
their coffers, while a great proportion of their issues consists of 5s. Currency Notes.

In the United States, the inconvenience of not having a ready means of converting into Coin the
Dollar Notes, owing to the withdrawal of the Silver Dollars from circulation, appears to have led to
the recent measure adopted by them, of a coinage of Gold Dollars. It is possible, that if these Coins
can be obtained in sufficient quantities, and are made a legal tender in Canada, they might supply
ultimately a medium of exchange for the payment of the small Notes, but no such measure could
have been contemplated when the Canada Act was passed, and that measure must be considered, as
it applies to the existing monetary arrangements of the Province.

1t is to be hoped that the business of these Banks is conducted with such care as to prevent any
risk of a.sudden and excessive demand upon them for Coin; but foresight cannot always preve_u(l;
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commercial embarrassments, and if a monetary crisis should arise, there can be no doubt that any
difficulty in finding Coin to discharge notes presented for payment, would tend greatly to aggravate it.
The aim of legislation on these subjects should be to guard beforehand against the occurrence of such
contingencies.

For these reasons, my Lords continue to be of opinion, that the alteration of the law proposed by the
Canada Act, was not called for by any circumstances of sufficient cogency, aad is of a character likely
to lead to embarrassment.

It is true that the immediate derangement of the monetary concerns of the Province, which in the
absence of any information regarding the arrangements made by the Banks, my Lords were led to
apprehend from a forced and sudden change in its circulating medium, has not taken place, but they
had not at that time any evidence of the effect of the demand for silver which has since occurred in
Europe and the East Indies, and which, as above observed, has rendered it a profitable transaction for
the Banks to remit their stock of Silver Coins to this country, and replace them with Gold Coins from
the United States. Such casual occurrences, however, afford no ground for permanent legislation.

My Lords would deprecate any forced reversal of the proceedings of the Banks, which indeed in
present circumstances they have already stated reasons for thinking almost impossible, but it appears
to them to be highly inexpedient that an alteration of the law should be made by discouraging the
importation of silver into the Province, when the extraordinary demand for it shall have ceased, should
prevent those institutions from strengthening their reserves by the addition of Silver Coin, when pru-
dence may dictate such a measure.

In the present state of the small note circulation of the Province, it-appears to their Lordships to be
necessary to maintain a mixed Curreney, consisting to a considerable extent of Silver Coins, in order to
discharge the 5s. Currency Notes on demand ; and while different Coins are allowed by law to pass
current, the only sound principle of ‘rating them is founded on their intrinsic value in reference to the
standard Coin of the Empire.

My Lords have further directed their attention to the proposition for a special Coinage, which, as
the Inspector General rightly observes, might, if desirable, be carried into effect on an Address of the
Assembly, without the aid of Colenial legislation.

Although the provisions of the Act for-this purpose, if it had been allowable to carry them into effect,
were necessarily restricted to the Province of Canada, it.appears to be contemplated that,the Coinage
sought for should be adopted for the whole of the British Provinces of North America, and my Lords
have considered the proposition in this gengral view. ,

They donot think that there would be any advantage in discussing the question whether, as implied
by the Inspector General, -the -inconvenience complained of from the want of Coins adapted to the
Cuarrency of Canada, is attributable to neglect on the part of the Home Government, or, a8 might be
contended on the other hand, to the proceedings of the Colony in past times, for assigning fictitious
rates to Coins, and thereby rendering the circulation of the Province unadapted to any existing Cojns.
Their Lordships are ready to admit, that much inconvenience may arise .from the present state of
things, and that it would be very desirable to find a remedy for it.

The question does not, however, in their Lordships opinion, admit.of so easy a solution as the
Government of Canada appear to have suppesed when they introduced the meagure-

The objection which their Lordships have urged in regard to the circulation-of .58. Currency Notes
issued on the faith of a reserve of -Giold Coins, would apply -with greater force to.a character.proposed
to be based on a gold standard, with a subordinate token Coinage of silver, the amount for which the
latter shall be & Legel Tender being strioty limited. ‘

The circulation of the Province wenld be placed in an anomalous position, if cencurrently with such
a limitation upon the Silver Coins, Notes of a denomination belew that of any-Gold Coin passe
current as an unlimited tender, and a revision of the regulations regarding the issue of small Notes
payable on demand, would seem to be an indispensable preliminary.to a measure of that description.

The scheme of a local Coinage requires, however, congideration-on general grounds.

Although the chief uses of a circulating medium are confined to the internal.trade of & country, the
operations of commerce renders its employment neceseary -ender contingencies of nof unfrequent
occurrence, for the purpose of adjusting. foreign exchanges,.and it is- therefore covenient fhat it should
consist of Coirs readily available for that object. {
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In the case of 2 country of sufficient extent and wealth to maintain a large amount of money ir
circulation, and of commerce so extended that its Coins are frequently sent to distant countries, such
Coins acquire 2 known value, which renders them acceptable in &l places as & medium of exchange,
and gives them currency beyond their proper limits.

They can always be obtained with facility, either for export to foreign countries, or retransmission
home, according to the requirements of commerce.

But in communities of more limited means, the circulation of which is necessarily restricted, the
same advantages do not exist. A special Coinage may be perfectly adapted to their internal wants,
but the contingency of its export, in case of an adverse state of the exchanges. must be contemplated,
and the more limited the community, the more it will be exposed to sudden drains of this nature.
When thus exported, the Coins would of course have no other value than they would derive from their
contents of precious metal ; and as they would have none of those facilities for adjusting transactions
with other countries, which are afforded by the Coins of a great commercial people trading with all
parts of the world, there would be no object for retaining them in the shape of Coin. They would
probably, therefore, be melted for sale in the shape of bullion. This was the case with the Rupees
which were Jargely imported into England from India in 1848, and if the Coins of so wealthy and
populous a country affords an example of this effect, it can hardly be doubted that in the case of
Canada, Coins adapted only for its internal wants, if once exported, would not readily return.

1t is on this account evidently desirable that a Coinage should be adapted for as wide a range as
possible ; and the want of power to maintain a Currency proper to themselves, probably gave rise to
that mixed circulation in the British Colonies, wkich, in spite of difficulties, in adapting itself to the
denominations of account in which current transactions are expressed, is in other respects advantageous,
as affording all the facilities for adjusting the balance of foreign trade which are attained by the money
of large and wealthy communities.

On these grounds it appears to my Lords that a scheme for a special Coinage, framed with a view
only of meeting the internal wants of a single Province, is very objectionable. Were the proposition
of the Canadian Parliament to be adopted, similar facilities might with equal reason be demanded by
other Provinces, modified according to their peculiar views; and the inconveniences arising from
conflicting denominations of account would be aggravated by the circulation in neighbouring localities
of a variety of Coins representing no common value. If therefore the adoption of a special Coinage
ghould be found advisable, it would be essential for its efficient working that it should combine all the
British Provinces of North America in one general scheme.

Such a scheme would not, however, be devised until uniformity is established in the Currencies of
the different Provinces, and this is an object, for the settlement of which, as their Lordships have
observed, both time and consideration are requisite.

Other difficulties present themselves In regard to the proposals for a local Coinage, which do not
seem to have occurred to the Canadian Government.

1t is proposed that the Coins should be struck in Her Majesty’s Mint, and sent out to Canada at
the expense of the Colony.

If this were 2 single and final operation, ‘the expense attending it might not be a matter for any
serious consideration ; but when it is borne in mind, that in countries which possess & circulating
medinm of their own proper Coins, it is necessary to have frequent recourse to their Mints, in order
to replace money deteriorated by wear, or sent to other places in the operations of commerce, it will
be evident that the necessity of resorting to the Mint of a distant country on every emergency, more
especially when the communication by Sea is subject to periodical interruptions of long duration,
would render the community liable togreat delay and expense in reinforcing their circulating medinm,
and materially aggravate those inconveniences which my Lords have adverted to as inseparable from
a confined circulation.

All these objections would be obviated at once by the substitution of the circulating medium of the
United Kingdom for the mixed Currency now in use, instead of resorting to the questionable alterna-
tive of 2 special Coinage.

British Sovereigns can always be procured in any part of the world, and could be imported into
Cenada either from England or other places, without incurring the delay and expense which would
be incurred in procuring Coins on every occasion from the Royal Mint. Although the Coins of this

country
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country may not combine with all the facility that may be desirable with those of the country border-
ing on the North American Provinces, their use in those Colonies must facilitate the adjustment of
trade with the Mother Country ; and they derive from the wealth and extensive commerce of Great
Britain, those qualities which fit them in an eminent degree for the adjustment of mercaatile transac-
tions, their value is well known, they have an universal currency, and they are even admitted by the
law of the United States as Legal Tender by weight for payments in that country. '

There would no doubt be difficulties to be overcome in this as in any other change. 'T'he great
impediment to the introduction of the money of the United Kingdom as the sole or chief medium of
exchange in the North American Provinces, arises from the use of fictitious denominations of account
which represent no integral of the Pound Sterling. The substitution, therefore, of the Coins of the
Realm for a mixed circulation, could ouly be effectually carried out by the abandonment of the
fictitious system of the local Currencies, and the adoption in their stead of Sterling denominations of
accov 3 but this, as it appears to my Lords, is a change which could be adopted with greater facility
than any other, and without any of those risks of disturbing existing relations between debtor and
creditor which must almost inevitably arise in transitions from one nominal Currency to another,
because complications must ensue if Contracts were to be adjusted in a denomination of account
differing from that in which they were originally expressed, where neither denomination expresses
terms denoted by any actual Coin ; whereas the distinction between transactions in Sterling and in
the Jocal denominations is in ell cases clearly understood, and actually defined. Such a change, as
my Lords have observed, has already been affected in many of the British Colonies without any
apparent inconvenience, and with great ultimate advantage, and although in the case of Canada some
repugnance may be felt to a departure from a system which, with all its defects, has the advantage of
a partial assimilation with the Currency of the United States, my Lords cannot but think that this
advantage is greatly diminished by the anomalies which have given rise to the proposition now before
this Board, but which that proposition appears hardly calculated to remove. ,

My Lords are persuaded that Earl Grey will concur with them in thinking that the several points
connected with this subject, upon which they have offered the foregoing observations, require very
serious consideration, and that as a preliminary to such consideration, it will be necessary that the
disallowance of the Canada Currency Act should be submitted to Her Majesty.

I am, &ec.

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN.
H. Merivale, Esquire, &c. &c. &e.

(Copy)
Eztract of a Letter from Sir C. E. Trevelyan, K.C.B., to H. Merivale, Esquire, dated Treasury
Chambers, 4th Marck, 1851.

“I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, to acquaint you for the
information of Earl Grey, that their Lordships have had before them the New Brunswick Bill to
consolidate and amend the Laws establishing the value of Coins and a Legal Tender within that
Province, which accompanied your letter of the 15th May last ; and have also taken into considera-
tion the Despatch of the Lieatenant Governor of New Brunswick, No. 16, of the 30th March, 1850,
forwarding that Bill, and the suggestions on the subject which you were directed by Earl Grey to
communicate to this Board.

< My Lords desire me to observe with regard to the Bill itselfy that under th: existing Law for
regulating the Currency of New Brunswick, the British Sovereign being rated at £1 4s. Currency,
all other Coins in circulation in the Province, except the United States Eagle, are rated correctly at
their relative value to the Sovereign. Thus the Knglish Crown as 1-4th of the Pound Sterling, is
rated at 6s. Carrency, and aliquot parts thereof at proportionate rates. The Spanish and other Dellars
as being according to their intrinsic value to 4s. 2d. Sterling, are rated at 5s.

¢ But the Eagle, which according to its relative contents of pure gold, as compared with the Sovereign,
should have been rated at £2 9 3 Currency, is rated at £2 10s., being thus over valued, "with
reference to the Sovereign, about 1} per cent.

¢ The Bill now under consideration, proposes to rectify this discrepancy by rating the Sovereign at
£1 4 4, but ieaves the rates of other Coins at the amount already assigneg to them. The eﬁ‘ecthot’
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this arrangement would be, that the Gold Coins in circulation would be correctly valued relatively to
each other, but that Foreign Silver Coins in circulation would be undervalued relatively to the Gold
Coins, and that British Silver Coins, which can only circulate as representing aliquot parts of 2 Pound
Sterling, would have rates assigned to them bearing no proportion to the rate assigned to the Sovereign.

“ It appears to my Lords that such a measure is calculated toincrease rather than remove any incon-
venience that may arise from the existing inaccuracy ; and my Lords are of opinion, that of the
alternatives referred to by the Lientenant Governor, the proper one to adopt for the removal of the
disproportion in the rates assigned to the Sovereign and the Kagle, is to lower the latter to the rate of
£2 9 3 Currency, instead of raising the Sovereign, as provided in the Bill, to the rate of £1 4 4.

“ Whatever opinion, however, may be ultimately formed on this point, it appears to their Lordships
that the measure in its present imperfect state, ought not to receive the sanction of Her Majesty’s
Government, and they therefore cannot recommend that the Bill should be submitted to the Queen
for confirmation. _

“ My Lords observe that the Lieutenant Governor, in his Despatch, has offered some just remarks
on the anomalies and inconveniences which arise from the arbitrary and varying rates that are assigned
to Coins in the different North American Provinces ; but my Lords donot concur with him in opinion,
that the evil would be removed by the Coinage of a British Dollar for circulation in our Colonies.

“ My Lords in their letter of the 15th ultimo, relating to the Canada Currency Act, offered some
observations in regard to the guestion of special Coinage for the Colonies, which apply equally to that
of a Dollar as to that of Coins of the description preposed by the Canadian Legislature.

¢ They have only further to observe, that such a Coinage as the Lieutenant Governor proposes,
would afford the British Provinces no facilities for adjusting transactions with the United States, where
a Gold Coinage prevails ; that its adeption would entail an expense on the Colonies, without, as far
as my Lords can perceive, any advantage which is not afforded by the use of Spanish and Mexican
Dollars ; and that the issue of Silver Coins from the Royal Mint, fabricated on a different principle
from that which governs the relation at present established by law between Gold and Silver Coins of
the Realm, might tend rather to embarrass than facilitate the monetary transactions of Colonies, in
which the two descriptions of coins might come into circulation.”

(Copy)—No. 575. Downing Street, 9tk April, 1851.

My LoRrD,—I transmit to your Lordship with this Despatch a communication I have received
from the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury on the subject of the Canada Act, No. 779, of 1850,
intituled < An Act to amend the Currency Act of this Province.”

2. For the reasons fully stated in the letter of their Lordships, I have come to the conclusion
that it will be necessary to advise Her Majesty to disallow this Act.

3. The inconveniences of establishing a Currency which shall be peculiar to Canada are so many
and obvious, that it is unnecessary for me to do more than refer generally to the subject. 1t would
therefore give me great satisfaction to be instrumental towards the attainment of an object of so much
general interest and advantage, as the establishment of one general and uniform system for all the
Provinces of British North America.

4. I can suggest no measure more likelyto be conducive to the accomplishment of this end, than
that the several Legislatures shonld pass Acts appointing Commissioners to meet together at the
Seat of (Government for Canada, for the purpose of framing general regulations constituting an uniform
Currency for all the Provinces. ‘ _

. These Acts might contain grovisions giving such regulations prospectively the force of law in
the several Provinces, (if adopted with the common consent of all the Commissioners,) .s0.so0n as
they should have been confirmed by Her Majesty in Council.

6. ‘The basis of these regulations would be matter for future consideration ; but in my own opinion,
the best arrangement would be to adopt the British Currency as the standard, converting all existing
claims and engagements in ‘Colonial Currency into their equivalents in British Currency, and making
the latter in futore the standard, with a provision that payments might be made in Foreign Coins, at
rates determined from time to time, by their-actual value in the market, periodically announced in the
Gazette, in the same manner as the averages of the Corn are in this country.

‘ 7
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7. I have furnished the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick with a copy of this Despaich
with referenee to an Act of that Province, to which it has been necessary, for similar reasons, to

withhold Her Majesty’s confirmation. I bave, &e.
(Signed) GREY.
Governor the Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin aud Kincardine, &c. &e. &ec.
(Copy)
«“ At a Council held at the Government House at Halifax on the 14th day of May 1851 —
PRESENT :
His Excellency the Lieutenant (Fovernor,
Tke Hon. J. Uniacke, The Hon. Joseph Howe,
“ M. Tobin, ¢ James M¢Nab,
& Hugh Bell, « Samuel Creelman.

« His Excellency calls the attention of the Council to & Despatch of the Right Honorable Earl Grey,
dated 12th April last, enclosing copies of a Despatch addressed hy nis Lordship o the Governor
General on the 9th idem, and a Treasury Minute of the 20th February, on the subject of establishing
an uniform Currency throughout the North American Provinces, and the Honorable Joseph Howe is
charged to confer with the Government of Canada, with the view to the satisfactary adjustment of that
question, either in the mode suggested by Earl Grey, or in any other way which may seem.to promise
the desired result.”

Copy)
¢ Memorandum accompanrying Report of the Honorable E. B. Chandier made on his return
Jrom Toronto.

The subject of an uniform Currency having been discassed under the reference made to- the
Provincial Governments in Earl (irey’s Despatch to the Governor General of the 9th April, and the
"Treasury Minute of the 20th February, and the views and arguments therein advanced, having been
respectfully considered, and it appearing to be the unanimous opinion of the Canadian Council that
the decimal system will be most convenient and advantageous, Mr. Howe and Mr. Chandler agree
to urge on the Governments, which they respectively represent, the adoption of that system, and if
necessary, the making of provision for the importation of suitable Coins, bearing appropriate and uniform
inscriptions, and of such weight and: purity as to insure their currency throughout the Continent.

(Signed) Jos. BouRrgeT, P. C,,
JosepH HOWE,.
Toronto, 21st June, 1851. EDp. B. CHANDLER.

Despatch-in reference to * Aet in addition: to-and in amendment of and declaratory of the meaning
of the Acts now in.force establishing o Legal Tender in this Province.”
(Copy}—No. 30I. Downing Street, 2d December 1851.

Sir,—Her Majesty’s Government have had under their consideration the Act passed by the-Legis-
lature of New Brunswick on the 25th July last, (numbered in the Records of this Office, 2065,)
intituled ¢ An Act in addition to and in amendment of and declaratory of the meaning of the Acts
now in force establishing a Legal Tender in this Province.”

1. Although the title of this Act refers. generally to the Acts now in force relating to the Currenc
of the Province, its enactment is confined to an extension of the 3rd Section of the New answici-
Act, 58 Geo. 3, cap. 28. _ o
, 2. By that Section it was enacted that *the Gold Coins of the United States, called Eagles, of the
value each of ten dollars of the Silver Coins of the United States, shall pass current, and be received
for 50 shillings, and the seid Dollar of the United States for & shillings, and otkcr gold and silver
Coins of the said United States.in the like proportion.” ' -

3. In the present Act it is recited, that doubts have erisen whether the above quoted Section of
the Act, 58 Geo. 3, cap. 28, will apply to any Coiln2except such as were in existence at the time }?f

the
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the passing of the said Act; and it proceeds to enact, that the said Section ¢ shall not only apply to
and be construed to extend to all the Coins therein mentioned and then in existence, but also to all
the Coins therein mentioned that shall have been made and coined since the passing of the said Act,
or that shall hereafter be made and coined, and also to all other gold and silver Coins of the United
States of America, whether now in existence, or thaf may ltereafter be made and coined in the said
United States.”

4. In order to understand the real effect of this proposed enactment, it is indispensable to refer to
certain facts and circumstances which have a strong bearing on its operation.

5. At the time when the New Brunswick Act, 58 Geo. 3 was passed, the Eagle of the United States
contained 247} grains of pure gold, and this Coin was declared by that Act to be worth 50 shillings
New Brunswick Currency. _

6. By a Law of the United States enacted in the year 1834, a considerable change was made in
the Mint Regulations of that country.

7. By ibat Law the relative proportion of the precious metal in the gold and silver Coins of the
United States was altered, and the Eagle coined since that period only contains 232.2 grains of pure
gold, and is therefore of less intrinsic value than the Coin of the same denomination struck under the
old Law.

8. It may be obsetved that the Canada Acts of 184] for the regulation of the Currency of that
Province, take notice of this difference in the value of the Coins of the two periods, and assign to the
Eagle of the United States coined previously to 1834, the rate of £2 13 4 Currency, while it assigns
to the Eagle coined since that period the rate of £2 10s.

9. The Coins which are thus recognized in Canada as having a distinct value from each other,
are treated in the New Brunswick Act as identical.

10. The Eagles of the two periods, though bearing the sanie denomination, are in fact distinet Coius,
and the present legal rating of the Coins of the United States in New Brunswick, applies only to the
Coins which were in existence when the Act 58 G. 3d was passed.

11. Whatever practice therefore may prevail in New Brunswick with regard to the Eagle coined
since 1834, the effect of the proposed Act is to legalize the depreciation of the Currency by assigning
to an inferior Coin the same rate in the Currency of New Brunswick as that which applies by law to
another Coin of greater intrinsic value.

12. But not only does the proposed Act, under the simple title of a declaratory Act, sanction this
depreciation, but by declaring that any Eagles which may hereafter be issued from the United States
Mint; shall pass current at the same rate as the existing Coins of that denomination, it in effect pro-
vides that in the possible event of any future diminution of the value of the United States Eagle, the
Currency of New Brunswick shall be depreciated to a corresponding extent, 1f, for instence, in con-
sequence of any further alteration of the Mint Law of the United States, a Coin called an Eagle, but
containing a smaller quantity of gold than the existing Eagle, should be issued from their Mint, such
a Coin would nevertheless, under the provisicns of the proposed Act, still represent in law 50 shillings
of the Currency of New Brunswick ; and a similar prospective sanction is given by the Act to the
circulation, at the existing rates in New Brunswick Currency, of any other Coins which may be
struck in the United States Mint, under any system of Coinage which may be established.

13. Itisimpossible for Her Majesty’s Government to sanction a provision which renders the integrity
of the Currency of the Province, absolutely dependerit on the course which a Foreign State may choose
to pursue in regard to the intrinsic value of its Coins.

14. I confine my observations to the Eagle, because the existing state of the builion market offers
some difficulty in regard to the relative rating of gold and silver coins. On that account the present
is not perhiaps the most favourable time for a general readjustment of the rates at which Foreign Coins
pass current in New Brunswick. '

15. With regard however to the Gold Coins of the United States, Her Majesty’s Government are
ready to admit that it may be & guestion for consideration, whether with reference to the terms on
which they have been received and paid in New Brunswick in discharge of debts, and at which they
are now current in the neighbouring Province, it may not be expedient to reconsider the rating of
those Coins.

16
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16. Bat it is obvious that if such a measure were adopted, & general revision shonld af the same
time take place of the rating of other Coins, and especially that the rates in New Brunswick Currency
assigned to British Coins, should be made to correspond with that of the Eagle.

17. The present Act, by legalizing the circulation of one description of Coins at a valuation differing
in its basis from that which is applied to others, would not promote the object of putting the circulation
of the Province in a satisfactory state.

18. For this reason, therefore, as well as on account of the more serious objection to the Act above
stated, it will not be in my power to advise its confirmation by Her Majesty.

1 have, &ec.
(Signed) GREY.
Lieut. Governor Sir E. Head, Bt., &c. &e. &c.

FISHERIES.
(Copy)
Memorandum accompanying Report of the Honorable E. B. Chandler, made on his return
Jrom Toronto.

Mr. Howe having called the attention of His Excellency and the Council to the importance and
value of the Gulf Fisheries, upon which Foreigners largely trespass in violation of Treaty stipulations,
and Mr. Chandler having submitted a Report of 2 Select Committee of the House of Assembly of
New Brunswick, having reference to the same subject, the Government of Canada determines to
co-operate with Nova Sentia in the efficient protection of the Fisheries, by providing either a Steamer
or two or more sailing Vessels to cruise in the Gulf of the Saint Lawrence, and along the coasts of
Labrador.

it is understood that Nova Scotia will continue to employ at least two Vessels in the same service,
and that Mr. Chandler will urge upon the Government of New Brunswick the importance of making
provision for at least one Vessel to be employed for the protection of the Fisheries in the Bay of Fundy.

(Signed) Jos. BOURRET, P. C.
JosepH HOWE,
Toronto, 21st June, 1851. Ep. B. CHANDLER.

ON RESOLUTIONS AS TO STATE OF PROVINCE.

{Copy)—No. 273. Downing Street, June 1851.

SIR,—1I have to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 24, of the 5th ultimo, transmitting the Resolutions
passed by the Assembly of New Brunswick in 2 Committee of the whole House on the 28th April last.

2. 1 have read these Resolutions with regret, inasmuch as I cannot admit that they express just and
constitutional views of the nature of that system of Government which I am no less anxious than the
Assembly to see fully established and securely mainteained in New Brunswick.

3. With respect to the first Resolution on the subject of the communication of Correspondence by
the Lieutenant Governor to the House of Assembly, I have to refer you to my Despatch of 31st
March last.

4. As to the fifth Resolution, which relates to the snbject of Bounties, I shall take another oppor-
tunity of addressing you.

5. To the proposed reduction in the Salary of the Lieutenant Governor, I am not prepared to assent ;
that Salary was settled upon full deliberation, and made a permanent charge upon the Province, as
part of an arrangement which was regarded as highly satisfactory by the Legisiature ; nor is the amount
of income assigned to the Lieutenant Governor, in my judgment, more than an adequate remuneration
for the services expected from the person occupying that high situation. 1t is a different question, and
one which it is unnecessary at present to discuss, whether the Province might not be altogether relieved
from any charge on account of the Salary of the Lieutenant Governor, by an arrangement of the
same kind with that which I have suggested with regard to Canada in a Despatch which I addressed
to Lord Elgin on the I4th March last, and which you will find in the correspondence relating to the
Civil List in Canada, recently printed for Parliament, of which I annex a copy.

: 6
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6. I am not aware that the particular subjects adverted to in other Resolutions call for any
particular notice from myself, and I pass them over from & desire not to enter into unnecessary con-
troversy. I have the fullest confidence that these discussions will ultimately lead to & full and mutual
understanding between Her Majesty’s Government and the Assembly of New Brunswick as to the
nature of these modified relations which subsist between them under the system of Government now
adopted in the Province. I am, &e.

(Signed) GREY.

Lt. Governor Sir E. Head, Bt., &ec. &c. &c.

. PENSION—HON. THOMAS BAILLIE.
Eaxtract from Despateh No. 270 of Earl Grey to Sir E. Head, dated Downing Street, 13tk June, 1851.

s T have received your Despatch, No. 26, of the 10th ultimo. You transmit to me in this Despatch
a copy of a proposition made by the House of Assembly, and concurred in by the Legislative Council,
that provision should be made during the next Session of the Legislature for securing to Mr. Baillie,
the Surveyor General, for his life, a Pension not exceeding £500 currency ; and that this arrange-
ment should be considered a final settlernent of all claims of the Local Government against Mr. Baillie,
and of Mr. Baillie against the Government ; and you recommend that you should be authorized to
settle at once, on Mr. Baillie, from the funds of the Civil List, 2 Pension of the specified amount, in
order that you may so conclude, without the delay which would be involved in the passing of the Act
contemplated by the Resolation of the two Houses, an arrangement which it is of great importance
to the interests of the Province to bring into immediate operation.

¢ Under all the circumstances, I entertain no doubt of the propriety of the plan you propose, and 1
have to convey to you the authority of Her Majesty’s Government to charge this Pension on the
fands of the Civil List from any date on whioh you may think proper to relieve Mr. Baillie of his
office.” ‘

_ FEES TO JUDGES.
(Copy)—No. 280. Downing Street, 23rd July, 1851.

SIR,—1I have had under my consideration the Act passed by the Legislature of New Brunswick for
abolishing the Fees now received by the Judges of the Supreme Court of the Province.

This Act simply declares that: no Fees whatever shall be paid or receivable by the Judges, and
provides no compensation. in lieu of them ; I have therefore to instruct you to apprize the House of
Assembly, that I find no reason to alter the opinion I.bave already expressed on this subject in my
Despatch of the 25th of November last, No. 224, and that until the Legislature shall have secured to
the existing Judges.compensation for the loss of emolument which they would suffer by this law, it
will not be in my power to submit it for Her Majesty’s confirmation.

2 1 am, &ec.
- (Signed) GREY.
Lt. Governor Sir E. Head, Bt., &c. &ec. &e.

NEW BRUNSWICK.
Message to the Legislative Council,
EpmunD HEeap. 19tk January, 1852

His Excellency the Lieutenant' Governor lays before the Council copies of Corres-
pondence with Her Majesty’s Secretary of State on the subject of Trade and Revenue.
His Excellency desires to call the attention of the Council particularly to the sugges-
tion. contained in the Despatch of July. 4, 1851. o

E. H..

- TrumEn



15° VICTORIA, A. D. 1852. 53

e
’ TIMBER DUTIES. :

Despateh tn reference to Addresses to Her Majesty and the Imperial Parliament of last Session.

(Copy)—No. 264. Downing Street, 30tk May, 1851.

" SIR,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 17, of the 7th of April, enclosing
three Petitions on the subject of the Timber Duties, addressed by the Legislative Council and 'Assem-
bly of New Brunswick to Her Majesty and to the House of Lords and Commons respectively.

I have to acquaint you that these Petitions have been laid before the Queen, and before both Houses
of the Imperial Parliament, and having been referred for consideration to the Lords of the Committee
of Privy Council for Trade, I enclose for your information an extract from a Report prepared by
their Lordships direction, exgaining the reasons on which Her Majesty’s servants have felt it to be
their duty to decline advising Her Majesty toreturn a favourable answer to the prayer of the Petitioners.

' I am, &ec.

(Signed) GREY.

Lt. Governor Sir E. Head, &c. &c. &e.
(Enclosure in No. 264.)

Ezxtract from a Letter from G. Porter, Esquire, to H. Merivale, Esquire, dated Qffice of Committee
of Privy Council for Trade, Whitehall, 27th May, 1851.

* Prior to the 10th October 1842, the rates of Duty chargeable on each load of Timber imported
from British Colonies and from Foreign Countries, wer:— ’ ‘

British Colonies, . vee ils. 6d.-
Foreign Countries, .. vee 56s. 6d.
Being a difference for the presumed advantage of Rritish Colonies of forty five shillings per load.

¢ From the above mentioned date, the rate on Colonlal Timber was reduced to Is. per load, while the

Duty on Foreign Timber has undergone progressive reductions, and on the 5th April 1848, was only
15s. per load, at which rate it has since continued, until the present Session of Parliament.

¢ Under these successive changes the quantities of Timber iraported from the British Colonies have
in each year been as follows :—

1843, 922,087 loads.
1844, 941,221
1845, . 1,281,974 «
1846, . . . 1,214,442 «
1847, ces cee . .ee o voe 1,089,233 «
1848, 1,085,752 ¢
1849, 1,070,151 «
1850, v 1,090,730 «

“ The greater importationsof 1845 and 1846, were occasioned by th: excessive demand for Railway
urposes.

d “pft thus appears that the progressive abatements hitherto made in the protective Duty have not
exercised any visible effect upon the quantities of Colonial Wood impcrted; and there does not appear
to my Lords to be any just grounds for believing that the amount of such importations will be affected
by the further reduction of Duty on Foreign Timber now proposed.

¢ They could not therefore recommend that Her Majesty should be advised to lend a favourable ear
to the Petitions from New Brunswick and Quebec, if even considerations of general commercial
policy did not otherwise oppose themselves to the wishes of the Petitioners.”

TRADE AND REVENUE.

* e e
13
.
.
(3

(Copy)—No. 276. Downing Street, 4tk July, 1851.
S1R,—Seven Acts passed by the Legislature of New Brunswick in the Months of April 1850, and
March 1851, having been referred by the Queenin Council to the Lords of the Committee of Privy
Council for Trade ; that Committee have reported to Her Mejesty in Council that the said Acts
should be left to their operation. ' . .
1 transmit herewith an Order of Her Majesty ;g Council approving that Report. - With
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With reference to the Act No. 1982, relating to the Trade between New Brunswick and the United
States, which I presume from the Preamble to be limitedin its duration, I have to instruct you to
represent to the Provincial Legislature that in order to obviate the embarrassment which the condi-
tional extension of Free Trade to the United States might create, by giving.occasion to claims for
similar privileges on the part of such Foreign States as are placed by their Treaties with this Country
on the footing of the most favoured nations, any future Acts which may be passed for continuing the

resent law should contain a proviso to the following effect:— _

« Provided that if at ariy time hereafter, Her Majesty, by Order in Council, shall declare that by
% virtue of any Treaty with Her Majesty, any other Foreign Naticn is entitled to trade with New
« Brunswick on the same terms as the United States, it shall be lawful for the Lieutenant Governor
« in Council, and he is required forthwith, on the receipt of such Order in ‘Council, to issue & Procla-
« mation declaring that from the date thereof (or from such other day as shall be fixed by Her Majesty
« in Council) the duties on all such articles as are by this Act allowed to be imported free of duty,
« being the growth and production of the United States, shall cease on the like articles being the
« growth and production of such Foreign Nation, and thereupon the duties on such lust mentioned
« articles shall cease to be payable so long as such Foreign Nation shall allow the free importation of
« the like articles, being the growth and production of the British North American Colonies.”

. I am, &c.
. B . (Signed) GREY.
Lt. Governor Sir E. Head, Bt., &c. &e. &c.

(Copy)—No. 296. Downing Street, 10th November, 1851.

SIR,—I have had under my consideration the New Branswick Act of 14 Viet. c. 11, for the
collection and protection of the Revenue, which was transmitted together with other Actsunder cover
of your Despatch, No. 42, of 2d July last.

2. By section 14 this Act empowers the Lieutenant Governor in Council to make regulations for
s« the carrying coastwise of any goods;” and by section 15, provides the methed by which the Lieu-
tenant Governor may place the Trade  for the removal of goods generally, or of such goods as are reci-
« procally made free between this Province and any other of the British Possessions in North Ame-
« rica,” on the footing of a8 coasting trade.

3. I am not certain that I apprehend the exact meaning of the phrase ¢ goods reciprocally made
« free,” and although probably it is fully understood within the Province, yet as the enactment affects
traders generally, it seems to require further explanation. ,

4. But however this may be, I have to observe in addition, that by the recent Imperial Act for
the amendment of the Navigation Laws (12 and 13 Vict. c. 29, s. 4 &5,) the power to regulate the
coasting trade between one part of a British Possession and another part, so as to admit foreign
vessels to be engaged in it, or to place the trade between different possessions on the footing of &
coasting trade, so as to prevent foreign ships from participating in it, is vested in Her Majesty, to be
exercised in a certain manner.

5. Any regulations which you might make under the Provincial Act, infringing on the powers
reserved to the Crown, would therefore be absolutely void, as inconsistent with the Statute. ]
6. As this is a question affecting the interests of the Empire’ gznerally, I shall delay advising Her
Majesty to confirm the Act until I have received further explanation from you as to the object of
these provisions, and the nature of the powers which they are intended to confer on the Lieutenant
Governor.

. I am, &e. N
(Signed) GREY.
Lt. Governar Sir E. Head, Bt., &c. &c. &c. )
(Copy)—No. 297. . , Dorwning Street, 11¢th November, 1851.

SIR,—In my Despatch of the 30th ultimo, which is forwarded to you by’ the present oKportimity,
L have transmitted an Order of the Queen in Council, leaving to their operation numerous Acts which
were passed by the Legislature of New Brunswick in its last Session, and amongst them are two
Adts relating to the Revenue, which are open to some objection. T have been unwilling %o :a(]l],vfsé.the

igallowance
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disallowance of these- Acts, in ‘consequence of the inconvenience which would be thereby occasioned
in the Cciony, but it is very essential that they should be either amended in the next Seasion, or that
some means should be devised for counteracting their effects on the public service. The objection to
these Acts is—that they do not contain any clause anthorizing the exemption from duty, of stores
and other articles imported into the Province for the use of Her Majesty’s Troops.. I have therefore
to instruct you to take such steps as you may think most expedient for the purpose of procuring an
amendment of the Acts in the next Session of the Provincial Legislatore, so as to provide for the
exemption from duty of such articles, or for securing repayment of the amounts to the Commissariat
officer, on an account being furnished by him of the duties actually levied.

Her Majesty’s Government further observe, that under these enactments, books are exempted from
duty. 1It1is probable that the framers of these laws were aware that this exemption does not in any
way affect the guestion of the duties payable under the Copyright Act; and it may not have beeu
actually necessary to allnde to those duties in the Colonial Acts, though for the sake of preventing
misapprehension, it would perhaps have been better to have done so. In the absence therefore of
any such reference, and with a view of avoiding inconvenience to the public, 1should wish you to
take steps for making it clearly understood that duties on books are, notwithstanding these enactments,
still payable under the provisions of the Copyright Act. I am, &e.

(Signed) GREY.
Lt. Goveérnor Sir E, Head, Bt., &e. &e. &e.

(Copy)—No. 69. Government House, Fredericton, N. B., December, 1851.

My LoRD,~—1 have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s Despatch of November 10, No.
296, with reference to the Act for the collection and protection of the Revenue in New Brunswick,
14 Vic. cap. 11. IS

It is fully understood by me, and I believe by my Council, that no regulations conld be madé for
the purpose of placing the Trade of this Colony and of other British Possessions, on the footing of a
Coasting Trade, in such a sense as to interfere with the powers reserved by the Imperial Actto Her
Most Gracious Majesty. T '

The principal object of sections 14 and 15, was to facilitate free trade between Canada; Nova Sco-
tia, and New Brunswick ; but they are not sapposed to affect in one way or another, the privileges of
foreign vessels.

I understand the present state of things to. be this: _

If the trade between this Province, and, say, Nova Scotia, were placed on a footing of a coasting
trade by the Queen in Council, then no foreign vessel could convey goods from a port in Nova Scotia
to a port in New Brunswick, or vice versa. Atgn-esent I apprehend a foreign vessel can do this; but
g\:]cannbt convey goods from one port in New Brunswickor Nova Scotia to another port in tlte same

ony.
- To place the trade of adjacent Colonies on tke footing of a coasting trade, would thus be to restrain
it so far as foreigners are concerned. o

I quite agree with your Lordship, that it would have been much better to have added a proviso to
these clauses in the Provineial Act, 14 Vie. cap. 11, shewing that no interference with the Imperial
Navigation Act, or the powers of Her Majesty in Council, was contemplated.

I may take this opportunity of observing, that many errors-and omissions which might readily be
corrected in Bills during their passage through the Legislatare; here escape notiee, from the faet that
very few of the Bills introduced, are ever printed until after they have finally passed. A: manusecript
draft.of Bill will not be looked over with.the same readiness; nor canit be serutinized with the same
care, as a draft set up in type.

'This practice has been maintained, I presume, from a wish to avoid expense ; but I am satisfied
that it is bad economy. Independently of tlie inconvenience occasionally caused to the public By need-
less delay, and perhaps needless litigation, mmch: additional expense is:in factincurred by the neces-
sity for subsequent discussion and amendment by the Legislature itself. .

' I Liave; &c. :
(Signed). EnMuND HEAD

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, &e. &¢. &e. ]
s (Copy)
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(Copy)—No. 70. Government House, Fredericton, N. B., 9tk Dec., 1851.

MY LorD,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch of Novem-
ber 11, No. 297.

Your Lordship’s observations on Acts Nos. 2075 and 2079, contain two objections to these Acts.

1st. The omission of any exemption from duty payable on stores and articles imported inte the
Province for the use of Her Majesty’s Troops.

2ud. The fact that in exempting all printed books from duty, no notice is taken of the Copyright
Act.

I would call your Lordship’s attention in the first place to the enclosed extract from a Report of the
Attorney General, to whom [ opened your Lordship’s Despatches Nos. 296 and 297,

It will be seen that the first objection is supposed to be met by a provision already existing in the
Act 11 Viet. c. 2, 5. 24, which is in force for ten years, and is acted on accordingly.

With regard to the second point, I have never conceived that the Copyright Act was affected in
any way by the recent Revenue Act, although I quite admit that it would have been far safer to have
referred expressly to the former Act and its provisions. .

This omission, like many others, may probably be traced to the practice which I have described in
the latter part of my Despatch, No. 69, December 8, 1851.

As it is, I have caused to be addressed to the Province Treasurer, a letter, of which a copy is en-
closed, and which will, I trust, prevent all misconstruction of the present law, although I have ne
reason to suppose that any such has taken place.

I have, &e.

Signed) " EpMuND HEAD.

The Rt. Hon. Eaal Grey.

The Honorable Mr. Steves, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From the Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in New Brunswick, against Sun-
day Mails: and
From Mary M. Leggett, for remuneration for teaching School.

OrbEereDp, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Brown, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From John Burns, for compensation for losses in defending title to granted Land:

From W. C. Snow and Sons, for Return Daty :

From Nehemiah Marks and others, against dividing the Parish of Saint Stephen :
D From William Todd and others, of the Saint Stephen’s Academy, for return of

uties :

From William Todd and others, for the incorporation of the Saint Stephen’s Middle
Boom Company :

From James Albee and others, for the erection of a separate Parish in Saint Stephen :

From Amanda Garcelon, for remuneration for teaching a School: -

From Alexander M‘Laggan and others, for aid to remove rocks from the bed of the
Little South West Miramichi :

g‘rom Andrew Duncan, for remuneration for services to the Looshtauk Emigrants :
an

From James Wilson, Junior, for relief from losses in defending a grant of Land.

OrpEereDp, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Connell, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Ralph Ketchum and others, for aid to the Woodstock Mechanics’ Libr:i;'y:
rom
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From William Barker and others, for an Act of Assembly to define the limits of the

operations of the Fredericton Boom Company :
From Michael White, for provision for his services as Clerk in the Clerk of the

Pleas’ Office :
From Walter H. Rolston, for remuneration for teaching School :
From Donald Cameron, with the like prayer: and
From William Dell Estey, with the like prayer.

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford, by leave, presented a Petition from The British North
American Telegraph Assoclatlon, for a grant of money in aid.

OrpEerED, That the same be received and lie on the Table.
. The Honorable Mr. Solicitor General, by leave, presented a Petition from Wﬂlxam
H. Williams, for compensation for less of 2 Horse.

OgrpEerED, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 o'clock.

WEDNESDAY, 21st January, 1852.

PRESENT:
THE HON. Myr. Black, President.
Mr. Saunders, My, Chandler,
Mr. Botsford, Mr. Soliciior General,
Mr. Minchin, Mr. Hill,
Mr. Harrison, My. Brown, .
Mr. Connell, Mr. Gilbert,
Mr. Steves.
PRAYERS.

On motion, the following Bills were severally read a third time aad passed :—.

A Bill, mtltuled “An Act to amend the Law relating to Lunatics and Insane

Persons :” and
A Bill, intituled “ An Act in addition to and in amendment of- the. Act relating to

the definition of Offences and the punishment thereof.”
Orperep, That the Titles of the said Bills respectively be—

An Act in addition to and in amendment of the Act relating to the definition of

Offences and the punishment thereof :
An Act to amend the Law relating to Lunatics and Insane Persons.

OrpEred, That the Master in Chancery do carry the said Bills down to the Assem-
bly, and acquaint that House that the Legislative Council have passed the said Bills,
and desire the concurrence of the Assembly thereto,

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Bill to continue and amend an- Act, intituled
“« An Act for the better extmgulshmg of Fxres which may happen in the Clty of Saint

John ;¥ ‘was read a second time. - ORDERED,
14
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Orperep, That the House be put-into Committee of the: whole to-morrow, to take
the said Bill into consideration. -

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the House was put into Committee. of the ‘whole
to take into consideration-the Bill to legalize the Lock-up Honse at:the Creek Village
in the Parish of Woodstock, in the County of Carleton.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the said ‘Bifl, and
recommended the same to:the adoption of the House without any amendment.

Orperep, That the Report be received and the Bill read:a third time to-morrow.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the House was pat into Committee of the whole
to take into consideration the Bill to repeal the several Acts ‘providing for the more
efficient inspection of Flour and Meal, so far-as the 'same relates to:the Town of Saint
Andrews, in the County of Charlotte.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone into consideration of the said
Bill, had made some progress therein, and asked leave to sit again.

Orperep, That the Report be received-and leave granted.

The Honorable Mr. Steves, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Coburn and Temple, for Return Duty :

From William Embleton, for aid to erect a Grist Mill: and

From Nehemiah Marks ard others, that no Act may pass:to erect aiBridge at the
Public Landing in Saint Stephen. :

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Brown, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Nehemiah Marks and others, for an Act to authorize a Bridge at Digdeguash :

From ‘Henry Frye and others, for an Act to incorperate ‘the Saint ‘Patrick ‘Agricul-
4ural Society-:

From Julia L. Beckwith, for remuneration for School services : and

From John Cathcart and .others, .for.aid to erect:a Breakwater at Bocabec.

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Solicitor General, by leave, presented the following ‘Petitions:

From John Sime, for an Act to explain the Revenue Bill :

From Honorable Robert Parker, for Act fo secure payment of ;Debentures: anf
From Henry Chubb and others, for repeal of Road Law.

‘Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Gilbert, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From W. F. Bonnell, Postmaster, for increase of Salary: and

Erom D. Ferguson, 'W. P., and another, for aid in erecting Temperance Hall.

Onozpep, That the same be received.and lie on the Table. ™
(4
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The Honorable ‘Mr. Botsford, by leave, presented a Petition from the New Bruans-
wick Society, for aid.
OrbpERED, That the-same be-received and’lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Hill, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—
From Tristram Moore and others, for an Act to.authorize 2 Bridge at the Lianding

in Saint Stephen: and
From Trustees of Saint Stephen’s Academy, for pecuniary-aid.

Orperep, That the same be received and lie .on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Solicitor General, by leave, presented a Petition from ‘the
Reverend William Donald and the Reverend J. M. Brooke, for a.public registration
of births and deaths. '

OrperED, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Saunders, by leave, presented a Petition from certain fnhuli-
tants of King’s County, for 2 Bridge over the Kennebeccasis River.
OrpEerep, That the same be received and lie on the Tdble.

Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 ¢ clock.

THURSDAY, 224 January, 1852.

PRESENT:
THE HON, My, Blovk, President.
Mr. Saunders, Mr. Botsford,
Mr. Chandler, Mr. Solicitor Generdl,
Mr. Minchin, Mr. Hill,
Myr. Harrison, Mr. Brown,
2r. Connell, Br. Gilbere,
Mr. Steves. '
PRAYERS.

Parsuant to the Order of the Day, the Bill to legalize the Lock-up Houge @t ‘the
Creek Village in the Parish of Weodstock, in the County of Carléton, was.read-a third
time and passed. o ’

Orpzren, That the Master in Chancery do go down to the Assembly and acgeaint
that i-éouse that the Legislative Council have agreed to the said Bill without any
amendment, : :

On motion— .
The House was put into Committee of the whole to take into further consideration

the Bill to repeal the several Acts providing for the more efcient inspection of Flour

and Meal, so far as the same relate to the Town of Saint Andrews, in the County of
Charlotte. )

The Honorable Mr. Solicitor General took the Chair.
After scme time the House resumed. :
The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone into farther consideration of
the said Bill, had made further progress therein, and asked leave to sit again.
. OrDERED, That the Report be received and leave granted.
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A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Johnston, with a Bill to pro-
vide for the erection of a Building for a Registry Office in the City and County of
Saint John ; to which they desire the concurrence of this House.

The said Bill was read a first time.

Orperep, That the said Bill be read a seeond time to-morrow.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Botsford, with Resolutions of
Appropriation, dated the twenty first day of January instant; to which they desire
the concurrence of this House.

The said Resolutions were read a first time.

The Honorable Mr. Steves, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Cynthia Barker, for aid for teaching a School :

From James M‘Naughton, with a like prayer:

From Gilmnour and Rankin, and others, for aid to a Steamer from Miramichi to
Quebec : .

From Johnson and Mackie, for Return Duty :

From S. D. M‘Pherson and others, for exemption of certain Leather from Duty :

From Rob-:t Chestnut, for Return Duty :

From W. A. Black and others, of Miramichi, for aid to Mechanics’ Institute : and

From Edward Allison, for legislative enactment respecting Albert Mines.

OrpereDp, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Brown, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Peter M‘Farlane, for Return Duties: and
From Hester M‘Lauchlan, for pecuniary aid.

OrpzreD, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Gilbert, by leave, presented a Petition from Thomas Corrigan
and another, for legislative aid to run a Stage between Saint John and Fredericton.
OrpEereD, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Solicitor General, by leave, presented the following Petitions :

From the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of Saint John, for aid to a Break-
water in Saint John:

From the same, for continuance of the Fire Department Act, 13 Vict. cap. 5:

From Jardine and Company, for Return Duties : and

From George Thomas, with a like prayer.

OrpEReD, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 o'clock.

FriDaYy
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FRIDAY, 23d January, 1852,

PRESENT:
THE HON. Myr. Black, President.
Mr. Saunders, M. Boisford,
Mr. Chandler, _ Mr. Solicitor General,
Mr. Minchen, - Mr. Hill,
Mr. Harréson, Mr. Brown,
Mr. Connell, Mr. Gitbert,
Mr. Steves. .
PRAYERS.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Bill to provide for the erection of a Building
for a Registry Office in the City and County of Saint John, was read a second time.

OrbpEerep, That the House be put into Committee of the whole to-morrow, to take
the said Bill into consideration. '

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Godard, with a Bill relating
to the Public Wharfs in the Parish of Portland, in the County of Saint John; to
which they desire the concurrence of this House.

The said Bill was read a first time.

OxrperEDp, That the said Bill be read a second time to-morrow. v

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Botsford, with a Bill to repeal
an Act intituled “ An Act to regulate the printing and distribution of the Acts of
Assembly ;” to which they desire the concurrence of this House. : ,

The said Bill was read a first time. :

O=rperep, That the said Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford, by leave, presented the followi_ng Petitions :—

From Joseph M‘Lean, for remuneration for a Barn burned :

From Peter M*Sweeney and others, against an Act to repeal Duty on Hackmatac
Knees: and : :

From John Wright and others, for remission of Duty on Church fixings. -

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Connell, by leave, presented the following Petitions -—-— |

From John T. Tuthill, for aid for teaching a School:
From A. J. Hartt, with a like prayer: and
From Mary Whelpley, for Revolutionary War Pension. -

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Steves, by leave, presented the following Detitions :—

From Trustees of Dumfries School, for aid :
From Adaline Themas, for teaching a School :
From Charles Lindsay, with a like prayer : A
From William Grieves, for aid to remove an obstruction in the River Saint John,
at the Ferry Landing: 5 From
1
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From Trustees of Temperance Hall, Fredericton, for aid: and
From John M‘Gee, for Return Duty.

Orbperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.
On motion made and seconded—

Orperep, That the House be put into Committee of the whole on Monday next, to
take into consideration any Resolutions of Appropriation sent up from the Assembly.

Orperep, That the Resolations of Appropriation dated the twenty first day of
January instant, be referred to the said Committee.

Adjourned uniil To-morrow at 12 o’clock.

SATURDAY, 24th January, 1852.

PRESENT:
THE HON. Mpyr. Black, President. "
M. Botsford, Mr. Minchin,
Mr. Hill, 3 ' Mr. Brown,
Mr. Gilbert, Mpr. Steves,
Mr. Ryan.
PRAYERS.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the following Biils were severally read a second
fime :— '

A Bill relating to the Public Wharfs in the Parish of Portland, in the County of
Saint John: and : : '

A Bill to repeal an Act intituled “ An Act to regulate the printing and distribution
of the Acts of Assembly.”

OrpErep, That the House be put into Committee of the whole on Monday next,
to take the said Bills severally into consideration.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Rice, with a Bill to annex the
Territory awarded to this Province by the New Brunswick and Canadian Arbitrators
in the recent settlement of the Boundary question between the Provinces of New
Brunswick and Canada, to the Counties of Victoria and Restigouche, and to alter the
present boundary line between those Counties ; to which they desire the concurrence
of this House.

The said Bill was read a first time. '

Orperep, That the said Bill be read a second time on Monday next.

Adjourned until Monday next at 12 o’clock. -

MONDAY, 26th January, 1852.

PRESENT:
THE HON, Mr. Blgck, Prestident. o
Mpr. Saunders, My. Botsford,
Mr. Solicitor General, - Mr. Minchen,

Mr. Hill, Mr. Harrison, Mr.
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Mr. Brown, : Mr. Odell,

Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Steves,
Mr. Ryan.

PRAYERS.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Bill to annex the TFerritory awarded to this
Province by the New Brunswick and Canadian Arbitrators in the recent settlement
of the Boundary question between the Provinces of New Brunswick and Canada, to
the Counties of Victoria and Restigouche, and to alter the present boundary line
between those Counties, was read a second time.

Orperep, That the House be put into Committee of the whole to-morrow, to take
the said Bill into consideration.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Fitzgerald, with a Bill to incor-
porate the Saint Patrick Central Agricultural Society ; to which they desire the con-
currence of this House.

The said Bill was read a first time,

Orperep, That the twenty third Rule of this House be dispensed with, as regards
the said Bill, and that the same be read a second time presently.

The said Biil was read a second time,

Orperep, That the said Bill be refetred to the Select Committee appointed to
examine and report upon all Bills relating to Corporations.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Godard, with a Bill for the
better extinguishing of Fires which may happen in the Parish of Portland, in the
County of Saint John ; to which they desire the concurrence of this House.

The said Bill was read a first time.

OrpEereD, That the said Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford, from the Committee appointed to examine and repert
upon all Bills relating to Corporations, presented a Report.

Orperep, That the Report be received. '

The same was then read by the Clerk, as follows :—

The Committee to whom was referred all Bills relating to Corporations, beg leave
to report, that they have examined “ A Bill intituled ‘An Act to incorporate the
Westmorland Agricultural and Emigrant Society,” ” which they recommend to .the
adoption of the House without amendment. They have also had under consideration
« A Bill in addition to and amendment of an Act intituled ¢ An Act to incorporate the
Miramichi and Richibueto Electric Telegraph Company,” ” have made an amendment

to the same, which they submit to the consideration of the House..

Respectfully submitted. o L

Committee Room, January 24, 1852. : A.E. BOTSFORD, Chairman,

OrpEerep, That the Housge be put into Committee of the whole to-morrow, to take the

said Bills and the Report of the Select Committee thereon severally into consideration.
The Honorable Mr. Solicitor General, by leave, presented the following Petitions :

From Margaret Griffin, for remuneration for pulling dewn her house at a fire: -
- ‘ - From
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From W. J. Berton, for remuneration for losses sustained in defending Mining
Leases from the Crown ! and
From Samuel Hallett, for increase of Salary.

OrpEeRED, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Brown, by leave, presented the following Petitions «—

From Patrick Flanagan, for aid for teaching a School :

From Eliza Ann Jackson, with a like prayer:
R From Robert Purvis and others, for did to remove obstructions from the Bocabec

iver:

From the President, Directors and Company of the Miramichi and Richibucte
Telegraph Company, for alteration in Charter : and

From Thomas Hardy, extra services as Mail Carrier.

Orperep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.
Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 ¢'clock.

TUESDAY, 2ith January, 1852.

PRESENT:

THE HON. Mpr. Black, President. :
Mr. Saunders, Myr. Botsford,
Mr. Hatch, Mr. Minchen,
Mr. Hill, Mr. Harrison,
M~r. Brown, My. Odell,
Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Steves,
Mr. Ryan. '

PRAYERS.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Bill for the better extinguishing of Fires
which may happen in the Parish of Portland, in the County of Saint John, was read
a second time.

Orperep, That the House be put into Committee of the whole to-merrow, to take
the said ‘Bill into consideration.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the House was put into Committee of the whole
to take into consideration the Bill in addition to and amendment of an Act intituled
« An Act to incorporate the Miramichi and Richibucto Eiectric Telegraph Company,”
and the Report of the Select Committee thereon. '

The Honorable Mr. Saunders took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the said Bill, had
made an amendment thereto, and recommended the said Bill as amended to the
adoption of the House.

Orperep, That the Report be received.

The said amendment was then read by the Clerk as follows :—

At A in the Preamble, expunge the words ¢ Magnetic Telegraph,” and insert the
word “ Telegraphic.” The
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The said amendment being read a second time, and the question of concurrence
put thereon, it was agreed to by the House.
Orperep, That it be engrossed, and the Bill as amended read 2 third time to-morrow.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the House was put into Committee of the whole
to take into consideration the Bill intituled “ An Act to incorporate the Westmorland
- ‘Agricultural and Emigrant Society,” and the Report of the Select-Committee ‘thereon.

The Honorable Mr. Saunders took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that -the Committee had gone through the said Bill, and
recommended the same to the adoption -of the House.

Orperep, That the Report be received, and the Bill engrossed and read a third
time to-morrow, .

On motion—

The House was put into Committee of the wholeto take inio-further .considerrtion
the Bill to repeal the several Acts providing for the.more. efficient..inspection . of Flour
and Meal, so far as the same relate to the Town of Saint Andrews, in the County of
Charlotte.

The Honorable Mr. Saunders took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the said Bijl, had
made certain amendmenits thereto, and recommended the said Bill as amended to the
adoption of the House.

‘OrpeErep, That the Report be received.

The said amendments were then read by the Clerk as follows:—

At A expunge the words “Town of Saint Andrews.in.”
At B in the Title, expunge the words “the Town of -Saint Andrews.”

The said amendments being read a second time, and the question.of concurrence
put thereon, they were agreed to by the House.

Orperep, That they be engrossed,. and the Bill -as amended read-a-third time to-
morrow. '

On motion—

The House was put into Committee of the whole to take into consideration the Bill
to repeal an Act intituled “ An Act to regulate the printing and distribution.of::the
Acts of Assembly.” ,

‘The Honorable Mr. Saunders took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, ‘that the Commiittee had gone through the said Bill, and
recommended the same to:the adoption.of the House without any.amendment.

Orpzerep, That the Report:be received and the Bill read:a third time to-merrow.

On motion— .

The House was put into. Committee of the whole:to take:into.consideration:Resolu-
tions of Appropriation sent up from the Assembly.

The Honorable Mr. Saunders took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed. ‘
16 The
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The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the Resolutions of
Appropriation dated the twenty first day of January instant, and recommended that
the House should concur in the same, and asked leave to sit again.

Orperep, That the Report be received and leave granted.

Whereupon the said Resolutions of Appropriation were concurred in by-the House.

OrpERED. That the Master in Chancery do go down to the Assembly and acquaint .
that House thereof.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by the Honorable Mr. Hayward, that
the Assembly had agreed to the Bill sent down from this House, intituled “ An Act
to amend the Law relating to Lunatics and insane persons.”

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Johnston, with a Biil to provide
for the erecting and making certain Wharfs and improvements in the Harbour of
Saint John ; to which they desire the concurrence of this House.

The said Bill was read a first time.

Orperep, That the said Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Hanington, with the following
Bills, to which they desire the concurrence of this House :—

A Bill to amend an Act intituled “ An Act to incorporate the Northumberland
Straits Fishing Company :” and :

A Bill to amend the Act to incorporate the Fredericton Gas Light Company.

The said Bills were severally read a first time, :

OrpErED, That the twenty third Rule of this House be dispensed with, as regards
these Bills, and that the same be read a second time presently.

The said Bills were severally read a second time. -

OrpErep, That the said Bills be referred to the Select Committee appointed to
examine and report upon all Bills relating to Corporations.

The Honorable Mr. Hill, by leave, presented the following Petitions :—

From Margaret Grierson, for Revolutionary War Pension :

From Mercy M‘Nichol, with a like prayer:

From Henry Brittain, with a like prayer:

From Jane Hawkins, with a like prayer:

From Mary Pratt, with a like prayer :

From Robert Ker-and others, for legislative provision for pauper Emigrants:
From Elizabeth Carrick, for teaching a School : and

From J. W. Street and others, for repeal of Act for inspection of Flour and Meal.

OrpERED, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Steves, by leave, presented the following Petitions —

From John Clinton, for aid to improve the Stock of the County of York: and
From Joseph Gaynor, for Return Duty.

OrpEeRrep, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Brown, by leave, presented a Petition from Daniel Gilmore,
for Return Duty.
ORrDERED, That thic same be received and lie on the Table.

Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 o'clock.
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WEDNESDAY, 28th January, 1852.

PRESENT:

THE HON. Myr. Black, President.

/ Mr. Saunders, Mr. Batgford,
Mr. Hatch, . - Mr. Minchin,
Mr. Hill, Mr. Harrison,
Mr. Davidson, Mr. Brown,
Mr. Odell, Mr. Grlbert,
Mr. Wark, Myr. Steves,
Mr. Ryan. '

PRAYERS.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the followings Bills, as amended, were severally
read a third time and passed :—

A Bill in addition to and amendmeat of an Act intituled “ An Act to mcorporate
the Miramichi and Richibucto Electric Telegraph Company :” and

A Bill to repeal the several Acts providing for the more efficient mspectlon of Flour
and Meal, so far as the same relate to the Town of Saint Andrews, in the County of
Charlotte.

OrpErED, That the Master in Chancery do go down to the Assembly and acquaint
that House that the Legislative Council have agreed to the said Bills with certain
amendments, to which they desire the concurrence of the Assembly.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Bill to repeal an Act intitaled “ An Act to
regulate the printing and disiribution of the Acts of Assemb]y," was read a third time
and passed.

Ogrperep, That the Master in Chancery do go down to the Assembly and acquaint
that House that the Legislative Council have agreed to the said Bill without any
amendment.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Bill intituled. An Act to. mcorporate ‘the
Westmorland Agriculturai and Emigrant Society,” as engrossed was read a third
time and passed. . .

Orperep, That the Title be— v
An Act to incorporate the Westmorland Agncultural and Emigrant Socwty

OrpereDp, That the Master in Chancery do carry the said Bill down to the Assem-
bly and acquaint that House that the Legislative Council have passed the same, and
desire the concurrence of the Assembly thereto. .

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Bill to provide for the erectmg and makmg
certain Wharfs and 1mprovements in the Harbour of Saint John, was read a second
time.

OrpErED, That the House be put into Lommlttee of the whole to-morrow, to take
the said Bill into consideration.

The
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The Honorable the President acquaints the House, that by an Instrument under
the Hand and Seal of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, dated the fourth of
December 1851, David Wark, Esquire, was appointed provisionally a Member of this
House, and desires to be admitted.

OrpereEp, That the Honorable Messieurs Botsford and Hatch be appointed a Com-
mittee to attend the Honorable Mr. Wark, to see him qualified.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford, from the said Committee, reported that they had,
according to order, attended the Honorable Mr. Wark, who took the usual oaths in
the presence of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor.

The Honorable Mr. Wark was then introduced between the Honorable Mr. Bots-
ford and the Honorable Mr. Hatch, and took his Seat.

On motion—

The House was put into Committee of the whole to take into consideration the Bill
to annex the Territory awarded to this Province by the New Brunswick and Canadian
Arbitrators in the recent settlement-of the Boundary guestion between the Provinces
of New Brunswick and Canada, to the Counties of Victoria and Restigouche, and to
alter the present boundary line between those Counties.

The Honorable Mr. Saunders took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone into consideration of the said
Bill, had made some progress therein, and asked leave to sit again.

OrperEp, That the Report be received and leave granted.

The Honorable Mr. Hill presented to the House a Bill intituled “An Act in further
amendment of the Law.”

The said Bill was read a first time.

OEDEBED, That the said Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

The Honorable Mr. Hatch, py leave, presented the following Pefitions :—

From the Charlotte County Agricultural Society, for Return Duty :

‘From same, for aid:

‘From'George F. Campbell Postmaster, for increase of Salary : ‘and
From William Mahood, for aid to publish a Map of Charlotte County.

ORDERED, That the same be received and lie on the Table.

The Honorable Mr. Wark, by leave, presented the followmg Petitions :—

From Thomas Parks, for aid to erect a Wharf:
From William A. Black, for Return Duty: and
From Gilmour, Rankin and Company, with a like prayer.

" Orp=rEp, That the same be. recewed and lie on the Table.

Adjourned until To-morrow at 12 o’clock.

THURSDAY
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THURSDAY, 29th January, 1852.

PRESENT:
THE HON. Mr. Black, President.

Mr. Saunders, Myr. Botsford,
My, Haich, Mr. Minchin,
Mr. H:ll, Mr. Harrison,
Mr. Davidson, Mv~r. Brown,
Mr. Odell, Mr. Gilbert,
Mr. Steves, Mr. Ryan.

PRAYERS.

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Bill intituled ““ An Act in farther amendment
of the Law,” was read a second time.

Orperep, That the House be put inte Committee of the whole to-morrow, to take
the said Bill into consideration.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford, from the Commitiee appointed to examine and report
apon all Bills relating to Corporations, presented a further Report.
OrpERED, That the Report be received.

The same was then read by the Clerk, as follows :—

The Committee to whom were referred all Bills relating to Corporations, beg to
report that they have examined “ A Bill to amend the Act to incorporate the Freder-
icton Gas Light Company;” also, “ A Bill to incorporate the Saint Patrick Central
Agricultural Society ;” also, ““ A Bill to amend an Act intituled ¢ An Act to incorpo-
rate the Northumberland Straits Fishing Company ;” and recommend the said Bills
to the adoption of the House without amendment.

Respectfully submitted.
Lommattee Room, January 29, 1852. A. E. BOTSFORD, Ctairman.

Orperep, That the twenty third Rule of this House be dispensed with, as regards
the Bill to incorporate the Saint Patrick Central Agricultural Society, and that the
House be put into Committee of the whole presently, to take the said Bill and the
Report of the Select Committee thereon severally into consideration.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the said Bill, and
recommended the same to the adoption of the House without any amendment.

Orperep, That the Report be received and the Bill read a third time to-morrow.

OrpErEp, That the twenty third Rule of this House be dispensed with, as regards
the Bill to amend the Act to incorporate the Fredericton Gas Light Company, and
that the House be put into Committee of the whole presently, to take the said Bill
and the Report of the Select Committee thereon severally into consideration.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford took the Chair.

After some time the House resumed.

. 17 The
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The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the said Bill, and
recommended the same to the adoption of the House without any amendment.
Orperep, That the Report be received and the Bill read a third time to-morrow.

Orperep, That the twenty third Rule of this House be dispensed with, as regards
the Bill to amend an Act intituled “ An Act to incorporate the Northumberland Straits
Fishing Company,” and that the House be put into Committee of the whole presently,
to take the said Bill and the Report of the Select Commitiee thereon severally into
consideration.

The Honorable Mr. Botsford took the Chair.

Atter some time the House resumed.

The Chairman reported, that the Committee had gone through the said Bill, and
recommended the same to the adoption of the House without any amendment.

Orperep, That the Report be received and the Biil read a third time to-morrow.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by the Honorable Mr. Wilmot, with a
Bill to erect another Parish in the City of Saint John for Ecclesiastical purposes; to
which they desire the concurrence of this House.

The said Bill was read a first time.

Orperep, That the said Bill be read a second time to-morrow.

A Message was brought from the Assertbly by Mr. Harding, with a Bill in further
amendment of an Act intituled “ An Act for the better extmgmshmcr of Fires which

may happen in the City of Saint John;” to which they desire the concurrence of this
House.

The said Bill was read a first time.
Orperep, That the said Bill be read a second time te-morrow.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. M‘Phelim, with a Bill to incor-
porate the Wellington and Dundas, County of Kent, Agricultural Society ; to which
they desire the concurrence of this House.

The said Bill was read a first time.

OrpERED, That the twenty third Rule of thls House be dispensed with, as regards
this Bill, and that the same be read a second time presently.

The said Bill was read a second time.

Orperep, That the said Bill be referred to the Select Committee appointed to
examine and report upon all Bills relating to Corporations.

A Message was brought from the Assembly by Mr. Botsford, with a Bill to incor-

porate the Diocesan Church Society ; to which they desire the c