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Yes. in 1925 we would like to have most Western

Canadian Business . eaders or at least the selected ones

with whom we get nto contact—using space 1n the

pages of the BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY =ity
C.. PRODUCTS:." MEN and FIRMS are invited to co
operate 1in Community Service through a B. C. PUB

LICITY CAMPAIGN by a B. C. PRODUCT inde

pendent of Party, sect. or faction that conveys more

fverusing information. and is continued
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to whom we addressed a mes

the other month. assured us that they hoped to in

ude this Magazine in their 1925 advertising ApPpropria

We would remind others that this life is short

¢s crowd all men really on the job QOur

tpresentative.as equipped to ECONOMIZE IN TIME—

his: but he will gladly answer any questions

% : our work WHEN YOU KNOW THE

\ S are confident vou will wish to join us and

\ the Ma y'and Merchant Citizens who
¢ Léing

LL the tiny things that Baby requires

are gathered here so that you may

select in comfort. Little shirts to keep

baby warm. Heaps of dainty frocks and slips.

Booties and hose to help along the first step.

Play togs, too, for the time when baby can

stand on his own two feet. Wee coats and hats,

when you take him calling. But the list is too

long—just drop into this complete department
and view a truly representative stock.

The Baby Shop is now
located on the main floor.

Very convenient.

575 Granwille St., Vancouver
Telephone Sey. 3540
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WHILE OCCASIONS FOR QUES-
TION RE CHURCII UNION may in-
crease, 1t 1s worthy of note that the
conditions created are already calling
forth the exercise of a fuller self-
sacrificing spirit, and that not mere-
Iv in the matter of monev—which is
usually a e nsideration relative to
assured income. The doubling of the
amount of contributions will likelyv
be common to members of both sides.
But we learned of a case thlie other
dayv in which one who must bhe well
spent with his connection with edu-
cational work during six dayvs of the
week, had volunteered to carry on
a young men’s class on Sundays,
That is a real social service, thongh
there may be a danger of overtaxing
one’s strength.

* * *

THE VOTING DIVISION of the
Presbyterian Chureh in Ontario as
reported to the date of this writing,
cennot be held other than disap-
pointing to the Union Cause. The
proportion for and against in that
province is such that no one-sided
or misleading statement need be
issued by either party. The
are sufficiently illuminative and suz-
gestive, and do not reflect altogether
happily on the judgment of the
Presbyterian Unionist leaders.

& ¢ * * *

IN A VANCOUVER NEWS:
PAPER on the other hand a figured
report appeared which made out that
a majority of those votinz up to a
certain date were actually azamst
Union. This statement did not men-
tion--what was obviously the case!
that the figures given in the “for
Union’” e¢clumns did not include the
membership of the congregations
who had into the Union nn-
animously. Such taecties remind us
of the t!q'[»lul‘u‘llt‘ ]mln]»h]% reflecting
on the Free Church of Secotland
\\'hit'h some ill-;ul\'i\wl "llit»lliﬁ\ “1r-
culated in Vancouver—if nt
Q‘]M'\\'} ore.

facts

gone

1
ailso

IN CONTROVERSY some men are
t"!ll}'Tv'tl 0 €

are less for facts than

“BE BRITISH” COLUMBIANS!
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" EDITORIAL NOTES

for caming the ends at which they
aim. When, as in this case, the differ-
ence happens to be concerning forms
of Church government or the amalea-
mation of “‘denominations.”” the
same fallible human nature i1s evi-
denceed on both sides.  Still to many
the truth in religion after which they
grope, strive or yearn, is too vital
«nd far-reaching for them to be con-
tent to get heated over the form or
letter while the spirit of ehristianity
18 in. any icnored.  Souls
continually  subjeet to intellectual
questioning regarding ““the mystery
of Godliness™ and many phases of
the Christian revelation aceepted by
all the churches alike, may not be so

ineasure

ereatly exercised as to the name or
membership numbers of any particu-
lar ‘‘Denomination’ theyv attend.
IFor tley recognize thut, excessively
limited as may be their understand-
inz of them. the Personality and
Truth beliind that mystery and re-
velation  and  individual  relation
thereto, are far niore mmportant than
m n's evolving experiments in forms
of Chureh
tables or

covernimment or even his
statements  of
m-.re or clearly

from the Bible. .

heliets

less paraphrased’

%* ¥*

PREDESTINATION, and the wa)
in which one exponent dealt with 1t
recently in Vancouver, deserves com-
ment, but befere giving space to.any
such debatable subjeect, perhaps it 1s

No. 1

in place to mentiion here the unex-
pected, but all the more welcome
compliments passed to us in connec-
tion with the references to €Chureh
Unicn in the January Magazine, not
only in these editorial notes, but also
by the wayside P’hilosopher. To our
surprise men of some prominence on
different  sides in  this question
thought fit to introduee the subject—
by writing or vocallyv—and to ex-
press ;lppl’t'l‘i;llinll. N:lilll':l”)', like
other humans, we value compliments,
espeeially. when they are obviously
sincere and founded on the independ-
ent judegment of men of large experi-
ence. '
e % x

TOWARDS “SITTING ON THE
FIENCE', we are not disposed by
cither disposition or ambition.  So
that the compliments did not result
fiom any attempt to ‘‘please’ the
advocates of either side. We hope,
therefore, that if each side in turn
finds notes or comments *per eontra ™’
(here or by the Wayvside Philosopher)
they wll whether they condemn
or commend-—give us the eredit they
themselves like to get, namely, of
<ecking to be true to the light we
have.

* - =

[i* MINISTERIAL FRIENDS sur-
prised us, one senior layman in par-
ticilar excelled 1 the form of his
enconraging comment . . .We do not
wish to magnify the compliments,
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but throughout the fourteen years
of this magazine’s life, we have found
so many ‘‘good church people’” —
including®not a few ministers—so
often indifferent to its work, that we
think it timely to emphasize this
more agreeable experience, Of
course we have found clergyvmen,
like others, alert when this Maga-
zine showed practical concern In
themselves, their work, or interests,
but that, at best, is a self-centred
solicitude.
x %/

PERHAPS IF THE MINISTERS
and the ‘““‘active workers’’, not of
one denomination but of all, realized
that we have reason to know that
the incorporation of the word ‘‘Re-
ligious’” in the outline of a maga-
zine’s field, is in some wavs a handi-
cap rather than a help in a business
way they would be a little less slow
in exercising their practical interest :
just as we believe that if more of
such folk  recognized that the
community and religious side of
British CColumbia and Western (an-
adian life and work cannot be ade-
quately dealt with in ‘“denomina-
tional’’ papers or magazines pub-
lished in Eastern Canada,they would,
immediately they knew of it be ready
to support and advertise a Magazine
of the Canadian West ““Independent
of Party, Sect or Faction: ¥

% * *

WE ARE TRYING TO DO OUR
PART to leave such laymen and min-
isters no excuse for not being ““with
us’'—so far as it is in their power.
In that connection no sensible per-
son will wait till he or she can en-
dorse every view expressed or article
published in such a magazine. On
many questions, religious ones in-
cluded, sane folk can differ without
imputing unworthy motives to others
or questioning their sincerity., Yet,
not long ago we heard of a home in
which exception was taken—or was
it judgment passed ?—on this Maga-
zine  hecause we published as a
Cfiller™ (from another periodical) a
short story relating an alleged spirit-
nalistic experience! (More of
this .\llhjq'pt anon).

- * "

“SHALL WE TURN BACK!” is
the arresting and suggestive title of
an “*Editorial™ in the Presbyvterian
Witness (Toronto), to hand as this
Issue goes to press.  Those who study
words and titles may not be sn{u
['I'i\‘t‘«i 1 the \\'.HH(‘S.\‘ 1S I;lkq‘l] to ‘.;‘_\'k_
privately or publiely, for using such
a question.  The article 1s a well-
reasoned~exposition of the situation
to date —from the

: Unionist  view-
point, But the

writer, like Dr,

(George Pidgeon in a summary given
in the preceding issue, sees ﬁt.t()
gather into the aggregate 1'(*«]{01111.12'
the Methodist and Congregationalist
Churches. While of course the re-
sulting fieures, by comparison, dwarf
the non-concurring minority, it 1s
only fair to remember that there has
been practically no division in the
dther two derominations, so that
final comparisons must be made
among Presbyvterians themselves.
Perhaps it is too late to ‘‘turn back’’
especially if delayed consummation
is called ‘“‘turning back’—but if
another vote were to be taken with
a supplementary qualifying question
such as— Do vou believe in going
forward with Union if, say, 25 per
cent. of those voting are against
Union ?”"—it is likely that many folk
while supporting Union would vote
“No’" to going ahead without such a
considerable percentage of the whole.
* * *

BRINGING ‘““THE DEVIL”’ INTO
“CHURCH UNION may be another
kind of arresting heading, but the
present  pastor of First Baptist
(‘hureh, Vancouver, is responsible
for that—so far as a sermon theme
Is concerned.  We hasten to add that
there was more than ‘‘the devil’ in
the title as it appeared on the Church
Board, Bulletin, and in the press, but
apart altogether from the treatment
of the subject by Dr. Ross, we think
the phrasing was more arresting and
sensational than happy. The Church
bulletin notice read: *‘Chureh Union:
What is the plan concerning it?
it of God, or is it of the Devil?”’

Is

WITH SO MUCH THAT IS OF
PRACTICAL soeial and echristian
service waiting to be done in the
West End of Vancouver City, we do
not wonder that another earnest
minister was led into a eritical com-
ment on that topie as published.
But, as it happened, it proved to be
a case of a misleading title. For
Dr. Ross did not deal in his sermon
with the subject of “*Church Union”’
as generally understood by the (an-
adian public at present, nor did he
Justify the use of the phrase—"Is it
of the Devil?”" Instead he gave a
well-reasoned and well-delivered dis.
course on **Union’’, spiritual union.,
based on a thoughtful interpretation
of seripture . .. The title used. there.
fore, was not fair to Dr. Ross him-
self,-—to say nothing of others.

WITHOUT . PRESUMING TO
“PREACH’'—in titles

: or other-
wise—we are reminded of the need

for patience and charity among those

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY

who differ in opinion on Chureh
Union and kindred subjects. If it
he written that ‘“He that is not with
us 1s against us,’”’ it is also written,
“‘He that i1s not against us is for us.”’
But for the use of the latter quota-
tion perhaps there are many sincere
vet questioning souls who would
hesitate to associate themselves with
the Christian Church at all. Con-
troversy and feeling regarding in-
terpretations of Creeds, ‘‘Bases of
Union’’ or other church standards
may not only tend to turn such folk
from ardent adherence to either side,
but lead to their becoming lukewarm
to ‘““Church’’ connection itself. It
does not follow that they will be less
““religious’’—in the best sense of that
word. Religion and Christianity
mean more than Church-going and
church connection,

THE CHINA
INLAND MISSION

Interdenominational, Xnternational, Evan-
gelical, Evangelistic.
Supported by Free-Will Offerings.

IFounded in 1865 by the Late
J. HUDSON TAYLOR, M.R.C.S. F.R.GS.
General Director—D. E. HOSTE.
Shanghai, China.
Director for North America—
HENRY W. FROST, D.D.," Princeton, N. I.
PRACTICE—The Mission does not go
into debt. It guarantees no income, but
ministers to workers as funds sent in will
allow. . A1l members are expected to de-
pend on God alone for temporal supplies.
No collection or personal solicitation of
money is authorized. Duly qualified work-
ers are accepted irrespective of nationality
and without restriction as to denomina-
tion, provided there is soundness in the
faith on all fundamental truths. Corres-
pondence from earnest young men an_d wo-
men who desire to serve God in China is
invited.
OBJECT and AIM—The preaching of the
Gospel to every creature in China.
EQUIPMEN (Jan. 1, 1924)—-1\115&“10!\-
aries, 1,101; Paid Chinese helpers, 2211;
Voluntary Chinese helpers, 2,150; Stations,
258; Outstations, 1,764: Hospitals, 13; Dis-
pensaries, 91; Native Schools, 545; Schools
at Chefoo for missionaries’ children.
RESULTS IN THE FIELD—Churches,
1,165; Baptized in 1923, 5,892; Communi-
cants in fellowship, 64,350:; others under
regular instruction, 65,428; Baptized since
commencement, 99,041. X
Main Offices: Toronto, Philadelphia, Lon-
don, Melbourne, Shanghai.
Pacific North-West District Secretarv:—
Rev. Charles Thomson, home and ©C&

1464 Eleventh Ave. W., Vancouver,
Phone: Bay. 1681.
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Educational Notes

(By Spectator)

According to John-J. Tigert, United States Com-
missioner of Eduecation, for every dollar spent on edu-
cation in the great republic, two dollars is spent on
tobacco. Conditions in Canada in this respect are
not likely very different. Here surely there is food
for thought on the part of those to whom ‘‘the increas-
ing cost of education’ has become a bugbear.

* * *

The new government subdivision in Point Grey is
to be called *‘University Hill.”” It is to be hoped that
not a single lot in the whole district will be sold out-
right. We have here a notable opportunity to organ-
1ze a model town, the property of the Province of Brit-
ish Columbia, governed by the philosophers whom Plato
would thrust into the cave to govern rationally and
beneficently the unfortunates whose eves rest on shad-
ows, not the realities of the sun suffused upper air.
The lots should be leased on reasonable terms,. and
in time the revenue would go far to meet the running
expenses of the province’s great central institution of
education and learning,

* * *

Under ideal conditions the site of a town should be
the property of the municipal corporation. Town-
planning would then be easy. The area not required
immediately for building purposes could be laid out
profitably in garden stretches. A building programme
could be carried out systematically. Expenses in con-
nection with streets, lighting, sanitation, transportation,
ete., ecould be reduced to a minimum. Muniecipal taxa-
tion might be found unnecessary, expenses being met
out of ground rents. The unearned increment would
then cease to be alienated from the possession of its
true owners,—the public community whose labors have
created it,

* # *

““Thy speech bewrayeth thee.”” This is as true to-
day as it was two thousand years ago. How often does
a man’s speech betray his racial origin, his early home
surroundings, the companionship of his childhood and
vouth. But most of all it betrays the man himself. No
(Canadian with a proper sense of self respect need give
offence, by pronunciation or accent, to the most fas-
tidiously cultured ear. Yet in these respects we are
not above reproach, and it behoves us not to be satis-
fied by the commendable measure of purity to which
we havé attained, but to mind carefully our linguistie
p’'s and q’s. Not to speak of the rather flat sound of
““a’’ we sometimes carelessly let pass our lips, too many
habitually negleet to give the dipthongal sound to the
long ““u’’, so that the carefully trained ear is offended
by such sounds as ‘‘noo,’”” ‘‘nooz,’" ““toon,’’ ‘‘Toosday’’
and so forth.

* * *

An offence as serious, in some respects more serious,
arises from the poverty of thought and expression
noticed in a conversation at a recent public dinner-
table, Adjectives and adverbs of legitimate pedigree
were apparently absent on a long vacation, and in al-
most every sentence the word ‘‘damn’’ acted as proxy
for one or more of them. For this there is neither
Justification nor excuse. Not even the patronage of a
roval Duke of the early Victorian age can be pleaded in
extenuation,. when, rising from his knees at family

prayers in the young Queen’s household, he exclaimed
with enthusiasm, **1 call this a damn fine eustom.”’

* * *

The late Prineipal Grant, of Queen’s University,
addressing a great convention of teachers many years
ago, recalled his holiday walking tours in Britain and
on the continent in the golden years of his youth, when
he was a student at Glasgow University. He urged
his hearers to know their own country; to begin with
their own province; to take other provinces in turn;
to make, as it were, this grand Dominion their very own.
Under his magic spell his hearers tasted the joy of the
open air, the blue sky, the ever-changing panorama;
their minds expanded with the moving horizon; their
hearts thrilled with the patriotic appeal.

Even in this age of the electrie tram, the railway
train and the automobile, there is no discount on the
method George Monro Grant could recommend from
experience. But time and distance may happen to be
of the essence of the contract, so that we may be im-
pelled to call in these seven-league boots of modern
progress.

For four successive years a selected band of On-
tario teachers has made an incursion into the northern
part of their provinee. These expeditions have been
tours of pleasure and recreation, imparting brightness
to the eve, a natural glow to the cheek, a lightness to
the step, a tone to every fibre in the body. They have
been more. The eves of these pilgrims have been
opened to the immense natural resources of New On-
tario, the wealth of forest, of agricultural land, of min-
eral, of water-power. They have seen a vessel mount
or descend the giant stairs of the Sault canal; they have
observed every step in the process of pulp manufaec-
ture; they have studied the treatment of nickel and
silver from the ore to the purest residuum. They have
gone back to their homes and their schools with a new
knowledge of their province and their country, eager to
share with their friends and their pupils their new ac-
quirements, and implant in their minds and hearts the
fruitful seeds of their own new inspiration.

Such excursions might well be organized for edu-
cationists in every part of the broad Dominion, and the
number of devoted patriots would not be fewer in con-
sequence.

B ] *
Mr. W. Stewart Wallace, in his recent sketeh of

the life of Sir John Alexander Macdonald, for some

Vancouver Grammar School
1409 BEACH AVENUE, Vancouver, B. C.

J. LOCKINGTON, Principal

‘ The number of Daily Boarders and Day Boys received
1 is limited to 20 to 25, the Sons of Gentlemen in Business
z and Professional life. :

The entrance ages of 9 and 10 are best for the steady
progress through the Three Years Interesting Courses for
the Second Year High School Subjects: Divinity, Mathe-
matics, English, French, Latin, Canadian History, Litera-
ture and Drawing.

V.G.S. having been for Twelve Years a Junior High
School. its Boy Scholars have won and are still winning

-"Growing [fficiency Records” for good
Scholarship and sportsmanship.

[Large School and Playgrounds: Drill and Games.
Corner Broughton and Beach Phone: Seymour 8701
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fort) s the leader of the Comservative party ‘in
Canada. notes that the subjeet of his story accepted,
as the intorming prineiple of his poliey, his settled con-
vietion that this country could not be governed with-
out the hearty co-operation of Quebec.

Unfortunately for many vears an influential section
of the press of Enelish-speaking (Canada was .loud. mn
its denunciation of the so-called French domimat:on.
This outery was effectually silenced, however, when by
the votes of English-speaking delegates the fortunes of
Canadian Liberalism were intrusted to the direction of
Wilfred Laurier. The mantle of the old prophet had
fallen upon the shoulders of his younger rival and
diseiple. And, eontinuing the good work of these two
eminent leaders, every enlightened patriot has hailed
with joy the coming into existence and the growing in-
fiuence of “‘la bonne entente’” the good understanding

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY

hetween leading men of the two great races comprising
the mass of the Canadian people.

Recently a numerous delegation, including many
of the most prominent citizens of Ontario, has paid a
visit to the neighboring provinee of Quebee, to further
the aims of the entente. These brethren have heen
accorded a true French (Ganadian welcome: they have
heen overwhelmed by true French Canadian hospitality,
The Honourable Senator Belcourt, we are told, ‘‘en-
larged upon the development of the Canadian nation
out of the disconnected racial entities that existed at
(Confederation. Nationhood could be and shouid be
developed not by the absorption of one race by the
other, but by the harmonious blending of the culture
of both, and the development side by side of the English
and French in (anada.”” To the spirit of such a
speech, and to the aspirations of the entente, we can
all respond with a fervent amen.

Verse by Western Writers

SILVER CLOUDS
(By Annie (', Dalton)

How lonely seems the sky,
How chill the moon!
The golden sun is far away,
The stars are paling; soon
The ¢rescent moon, so voung and fair,
Alone must reign in beauty there.

See! like a frozen flame she burns,

Her two thin arms outstretched invite,

her hair a mesh of gossamer

To snare the wanderers of the night,

The little imsy c¢louds that fly

Unseen across the darkened sky.

Like candle-dazzled moths they come

Breaking the wide surrounding gloom,

Like wild bees flocking from the shade

To dream in light the moon has made,
Or, sleeping on the wing,

Like that famed bird the poets sing,
The albatross, they come.

Sombre clouds at early morn
Into rosier life are born;
And good it is to look upon
The glow of lingering afternoon :
But, beautiful bevond comparison,
The white c¢loud-children round the moon.
When, brighter, brighter, in her beam.
Their languid wings of silver seem.
“Oh! lovelier than the honey-sipping butterflies of
The moth-white children of the eresecent moon!
They rest
Upon her head, her feot, her breast :
No silver-pure, so white a ame
Never was meant to hurt nor maim.
Never to scorch nor to (l(‘Nll'ﬂ‘\'_

j -,'illﬁ‘.

) S . .
But to give heauty and innocent JOv.

“'11('«‘('.\ clouds of the lambent moon!

W l‘\«'l"' do you come from, silver clouds?

“From the sunny hills and the wind-whipped streams
And we are the dreams, the vagrant dreams .
Of Iu\f 1;1‘_’~m|1.\, of secret l'i\'t'l'.\‘, ‘

OF marshy pools where salt grass shivers.

Of trodden puddles whose rainbow eves

Adore the distant and flamine skies:

From north and east, from south and west,

Llong we have watched for the young moon’s crest;
From east and north, from west and south,

We have risen on the wings of the summer drouth.
To our queen serene,

We have come from the ends of the earth’s demesne.”

Fair little c¢louds! and do not 1

Rejoice to see you in the sky?

O radiant clouds! I love your shimmering song .
Wonderful songs and things you sing and say
Till the lonely moon is happy and gay,

Till the morning returns, like the sound of a gong,
To summon all wanderers overlong,

And the fluttering dawn must draw you away.

Fair little elouds, you fly! you fly!

I see you no more in the empty sky.

Good it may be that I look upon

The rising sun and the moths of June,

But 1 long to know where the lost have gone—
The lost white moths and the lonely moon.

* * *

CCREST”

Sing me a song of the Silence
When the ships of my thought sail slow;
And breezes from far off islands
On the embers of Memory blow.
Where the deep, blue waters of dreamland
Mirror the happy past,
And the fleecy clouds on the sky line
My horoscope will cast.
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Sing me a hymn of the quiet
Clime of the soul serene,
On the shore of some shining islet
(lothed in its cool. sea-green
Where the ships of my thought may anchor
Rest, with their white sails furled, v
Till the ceaseless tide shall bear them
Back to the husy world.

A R T Mo 5
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There let me rest my faney,
Liist to the lap on the sand

Of 1!1_(' soft, blue waves in Summer,
In that far-off slumber-land.

LOIS H. GILPIN.
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MORNING ON BUTE INLET
(Alice M. Winlow)

Up Bute Inlet iow the wreathing masses,
Wool-white, fleecy, pile on glittering pile,
Some sink to fill the hungry gray crevasses,
Some flow on, lying low, a mazy mile.
At Orford Bay they poise with bird-like motion,
And veil the mountain-sides with drifts of white,
These frail mist-children of the singing ocean,
Wandering inland through the murky night.

But have you seen them on a wide-eyved morning
When all the dawn was brimming o’er with gold?
To call them clouds or mist yvou’'d sure be scorning
As vou looked on their colors manifold.
Over yonder mountain, violet-tinted,
Scarves of amber and of emerald msrt,
Rose and turquoise, glories all unstinted;
Orange, blue, and shimmering amethyst!

Then looking north to where the Orford River,
Green and foam-flecked, races to the sea,

You see the mists, like golden gauze aquiver,
Yellowing the tidal sands and lea.
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And where they touch the mountains’ shadowy bases
Another rainbow spans the heavenly blue,

Till all the trees rejoicing in their places,
Are singing . . . and the chant is led by you.

All the mountains round about are gleaming,
From their towering peaks of glacial-green
To their rust-brown bases, glory streaming,
And your soul seems washed, like something clean.
Something there in all that rainbow-splendor
Clears the vision that the yvears have flawed,
And you ask, **Who is this glory-sender?’
And your heart makes answer, ‘It is God.’

*® * *

I SOMETIMES FEEL SO TIRED

I sometimes feel so tired, that 1 would choose

To go straight through to God.

I'd choose to turn a deaf unheeding ear

To all the eries of lost Humanity;

Nor stay to help—nor guide the wandering h-v
Nor bear the burden. Deny the word that (llulh.
I sometimes feel so tired.

EDITH FIELDING.

The Wayside Philosopher

ABRACADABRA

OUR PRESENT ROAD SYSTEM

As our readers are aware road-making in DBritish
(‘olumbia has been a matter for the individual muni-
cipality or ecity. It has thus lacked uniformity,—-not
only as between municipalities but in the policies
pursued in a municipal’ty by the successive and vary-
ing councils. The result has been anyvthing but satis-
factory both as regards the creation of a proper road
svstem and the efficiency shown in the road-making
Paved roads have been made through woods . and
sparselyv-inhabited sections of municipalities, often at
high cost, while other residents of the same muni-
cipalities found their streets impassable to traffic, more
especially in the winter time, and were unable, in many
instances, to have their fuel and other supplies deliver-
ed at their door. 4 -

Some little time back the Provincial Government
took steps in advanece when it outlined a poliecy under
which certain roads should be classified as primary
roads, secondary roads, ete., and Government aid ex-
tended to those roads,—Government control being also
exercised over the expenditure of the road moneys,

No far this policy has shewn a marked improve-

“ment over past conditions but like all Government

policies it has displayed the inherent weaknesses of
all politically-ordained matters.

The question comes, do our readers not ti.ink that
further developments leading to proper road-making
are necessary’?

Two alternatives seem open.

The first is entire Government control of road-
makinz in British Columbia, with a thorouch classifiea-
ticn of all existing rcads.

Primary roads to be built entirely, or in most part,
by the Government from such taxes as taxes on motor
cars, gasoline, and the license fees collected from trans-
portation. This fund to be aided from general revenue,
where necessary, thus assuring the Provinee of a sys-
tem of trunk roads leading into all sections of the

Province, or at least conneeting all important centres
of the Province, and conneeting these with outside
centres where necessary.

The secondary roads would be helpéd in less pro-
portion by the Government from the sources nained.
and the balance raised by taxation on the property of
the Munieipality in which the road or section of the
road should be situated.

Such a eclassification would exhaust those roads
wlhich in any real sense require permanent paving and
would cover what might be main roads for the Muni-
cipality but only contributory roads so far as Provin-
qdal Road System was concerned.

There would then come a number of roads which
would require macadamizing or some such treatment
in order to stand the strain of the traffic upon them but
would not require the expense of permanent paving.
This would assure people of ingress and egress at a
reasonable cost instead of paving for unneces-
sary paving because some set of municipal office hold-
ers wish to read in the advertisements of their muni-
cipality that “*This municipality has so many miles of
roazd permanently paved’. In other words there would
be an administration of roads from the standpoint of
use not publicity campaigns or individual hobbies,

A fourth group of roads would be those which re-
quired merely ordinary road tending, common in many
sections of the East, consisting of a proper ditehing
with a gravel or crown metal, as it is sometimes called.,
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and a few dollars of repair along these lines from yvear
to vear or once in 2 or 3 years.

The alternative plan is that the numicipalitips pro-
cure a competent classification along simil‘flr lines to
the one suggested, and carry out a road poliey accord-
ingly. '

The latter system is objectionable because of the

usual waste in Munieipal administration, it Iwing.ap-
parently the fact that the average municipality receives
about 60 cents worth of value for every $1.00 it expends
in Municipal undertakings, to say nothing of losses
due to changes. in engineering plans, and of the other
incidentals of an administration in which the adminis-
trators are elected not from the standpoint of their
qualifications for the positions they are to hold, but
often because no properly qualified person will under-
take the office, under any conditions whatever,

The writer has no suggestions to make as to what

particular roads in the Province should be classified

as primary, secondary or otherwise. We only make
the suggestion in the hope that it will lead those who
are competent to deal with the question to take a proper
and compelling interest in the question of road-making
and thus avoid the terrific waste observable on all
sides in British Columbia in this one matter of roads
alone.

WHO IS A CANADIAN?

Now that the Native Sons of Canada and their
organization, to say nothing of our political leaders,
are interesting themselves in our social, political or
economic life by supporting the claims of our Native
Sons and others to be considered and favored as the

real Canadians, we venture to put the question to them
all ““Who i1s a Canadian?”’

Perhaps these organizations will deem the question
a serious one and give such reply to the question as
may seem best fitted to the peculiar poliey theyv ad-
vocate.

We would be pleased to have the question answer-
ed either in the columns of the daily press or by letter,
sent in care of this magazine. In the latter case the
writers must understand that their letters are subjeet
to publication in this column with such comments as
we may deem suitable.

THE DEWDNEY PROTEST

We know by the daily press that Mr. J. A. Cather-
wood, the sitting member for Dewdney has been un-
seated, not because of corrupt practices by himself or
JAis agent, not for any political sins that he or they
have committed, but because the election officials ap-
pointed by the Government were either incompetent
or wilfully neglectful of their duties.

: This marks a new era in election law and opens a
vista' of possibilities that is quite startling. For ex-
ample, a Government knowing the feeling in a certain
coonstituencey was adverse, has only to appoint incom-
petent officers to take the people’s ballots. This offers
no difficulty whatever as the writer's experience seem-
cd to show that little more than 109 of the average
election officials are competent to discharge the duties
required of them and the public owe more to the good
sense of the representatives of the respective [m‘l'tio-s

d their vigilance than they do to the efficiency of

eir chosen officials. :
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This conditioin is true with respect to both (op-
servative and Liberal appointments taken on an aver.
age as far as the writer’s experience goes. No trained
set of election officials is provided for by any of the
election laws, rules or regulations. Party hacks fill re-
sponsible positions with no other qualification in many
cases than their partizanship. ’

Having appointed incompetent officials the Gov-
ernment holds the election, is defeated at the polls and
then supporters of the Government proceed to unseat
the sitting member because the Government has given
every opportunity by designedly appointing inefficient
or dishonest election officials.

It may be presumed that the election machinery is
provided to allow of a proper expression of the
popular will as to who should be our representatives
in Parliament. It may also be presumed that the at-
tempt of an election protest in the past has been to
penalize those who by reason of their corrupt practices
or other political dishonesty have sought to defeat the
will of the people and prevent its proper expression in
the particular election conecerned.

Now this is all to be changed. The candidate must
not only be responsible for his own political acts and
those of his agents, but he must be subject to disquali-
fication if a Government over which he has no control
appoints election officials to whom he personally objects,
and who are, as far as possibly may be, united in op-
posing his selection, and who ean be confidently counted

upon to minimize to the full extent of their capacity
his ehances of election. :

One cannot take too seriously press reports of
legal decisions, but such would seem to be the effect
of the Dewdney protest as reported in the public press.

An interesting problem for politicians to work out
would be how many centuries it would take to deieat
the Oliver administration if they chose wisely and well
their election officials in those constituencies favour-
able to them and were careful to select incompetent or
dishonest officials in the other ridings. Does any
elector think that the Oliver administration, or any
c_»ther administration desirous of holding on to power
irrespective of the people’s wishes, would hesitate for
one moment to use this means of retaining power? Iur-
ther and complete information may show a different
solution of the Dewdney problem. If not, we cannot
congratulate the legislature who passed legislation
which would permit of such conduet, or the judiciary
that, realizing this to be the case, would not refus: to
be a party to such political philandering.

et I—
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A Study in Canadian Citizenship

By IRA A. MACKAY, M.A., LLB., Ph. D. of McGill University

(CONCLUSION)
1.
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

We are all so familiar with this body
that little need be said about it. A brief
enumeration of its functions may, how-
ever, be useful, as these functions are
much more numerous and interesting
than we sometimes imagine. Its chief
functions, then, are the following:—

1. Selective Functions. The House of
Commons selects the Cabinet, or as we
sometimes instinctively and quite cor-
rectly call it, the Government. This is
really one of its most important func-
tions. It is true that pro forma the King
calls the Prime Minister and the Prime
Minister selects the members of his Cab-
inet. But the Prime Minister selects
only from a charmed circle. In select-
ing a Cabinet say, of eighteen members,
he is usually limited to about twenty-two
marked members of the Commons and
two or three from the Senate. It is true
that no formal election is held, but the
members of the Cabinet are, neverthe-
less, selected by Parliament and ulti-
mately by the people just as effectively,
and probably more effectively, than if
the selection were by show of hands or
by secret ballot. Parliament is really

nothing more or less than a large panel
of back benchers by and from which the
Cabinet is chosen from time to time and
by whom, being so chosen, it is charged
with the administration of the King’'s
government and the general direction
of policy in the state until recalled,

2. Administrative Functions. This is

probably really the oldest function of the
House of Commons. The House of Com-
mons really took on its present form and
power in British history as a result of
the insistent demand of the people to be
heard finally on all measures imposing
any tax or impost or appropriating any
part of the public revenue. This is why
the Budget is always the most import-
ant event in the session and why until
this day with us in Canada the only pre-
rogative right of the House of Commons
is to initiate all money bills. So sensi-
tive is the responsibility of the Com-
mons to keep a close watch on the Ex-
chequer that it is literally true that the
poorest person in the community who
buys a penny stamp may, through a
Member of the House, question and find
out from the administration what ulti-
mately became of the penny he paid or
its equivalent. It would be ditlicult to
devise, in theory at least, a more sensi-
tive system of free government than this.

observation car.
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3. Legislative Functions. This function
of Parliament is probably distinctly over-
estimated at the present time. We have
come in recent years, indeed, to speak
of Parliament as “The Legislature.” As
a matter of history, however, this pas-
sion for making laws in the form of Stat-
utes is largely a development of the last
century. Previous to the last century
the Courts of Common Law and Equity,
faithful to the traditions of the free un-
written laws of England, administered
with the force of law the common pre-
vailing customs and usages of the com-
munity recognized, approved and adopted
by the people for their own government.
Whether or not this passion for reform-
ing the common law by compulsory par-
liamentary enactment has really improv-
ed the administration of justice is a very
doubtful question. In any case, what
with our three sovereign law-making bod-
ies, Imperial, Federal and Provincial, the
statute law of Canada has come into a
very unwieldy, unworkable condition at
present, The craftsmanship is always
appalling and the meaning usually ob-
scure and doubtful. A rule or law of
human conduct really takes on no new
force by dint of being written in a book.
It is not the enactment but the interpre-
tation and administration of the written
law which really count and the interpre-
tation and administration depend upon
Courts and upon the police and not upon
the legislature. In actual practice Par-
liament enacts the words and the Courts
the meaning of the statute, and it surely
calls for no very great amount of philo-
sophical insight to see that the mean-
ing, the interpretation, is everything and
the ipsissima verba really nothing. This
conflict of function between the Legisla-
ture and the Courts is really one of the
most pressing and perplexing problems
in present day politics. It is probable,
too, that one of the chief reasons why
sessions of Parliament have recently be-

4

come so long and futile is due to the
fact that the field of statutory legisla-
tion has become well-nigh exhausted,

while the passion for making men good
by legislation has in no way abated.

{. Deliberative Functions. The House
of Commons is also a deliberative body.
It is, indeed, the greatest deliberative
body in the history of Government. It
is essentially an annual public confer-
ence on all matters of public interest.
Like all deliberative bodies, its function
is to carefully and dispassionately hold
high conference upon all questions of
public policy affecting the peace, order
and prosperity of the people, approv-
ing what is right and condemning what
is wrong. The aim of its deliberations,
like the aim of any other committee, cor-
poration or group of minds thinking to-
gether; is to come to some agreement,
to arrive at a united composite mind
containing all that is best in the sug-
gestions of its individual members. The
element of persistent contention and de-
bate has probably been carried far too
far in most modern parliaments. Delib-
eration need not be contentious in order
to be effective. In fact the element of
contention, being indeed a kind of war-
fare, is always more or less destructive
and wasteful. This, then, is another po-
tent reason why sessions of Parliament
have become so long and futile in recent
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vears. Too much time and energy is
siven over to futile debate, party strife
and even personal contention and not
enough to really constructive statesman-
Shi[:.

5. Representative Functions. The
House of Commons is also a repres«nta-
tive body. It is a great mistake, however
to suppose that it is altogether or even
mainly a house of representatives. There
is a vast difference between the House
of Commons in Great Britain or (,‘anaduv
and the House of Representatives in th@
United States. In the United States
nearly all questions of Policy and state-
craft of great national significance are
finally decided by the President and the
Senate. The House of Representatives
is mainly a house of delegates sent to
Congress to guard the special interests
of their electoral districts, a great panel
of committee-men from which some sixty
different committees are doled off to
secret committee rooms for the purpose
of adjusting as best they can, the con-
flicting claims of all the different states
on matters affecting the equitable inci-
dence of taxation and the appropriation
of public money for public purposes. In
other words the duties of the House of
Representatives are largely administra-
tive. It is only in its prerogative control
over the treasury that it is really derived
from the House of Commons in Great
Britain. In Canada, however, the situa-
tion is entirely different. With us the
Governor-General is a mere figure-head
and the Senate, like the House of Lords
in Great Britain, has largely fallen into
desuetude. The whole burden of state-
craft, therefore, falls upon the House
of Commons, and its one great standing
Committee, the Cabinet. If we are to
have statesmen at all, therefore, it is in
the House of Commons alone that we
may hope to find them. A member of
the House of Commons must, no doubt
guard the interests of his electoral dis-
trict, but that is only an incident. He
is really elected because he is the one
man intimately known to his electors
who is most likely to make a real con-
tribution to the work of a Parliament
charged with all the heavy responsibili-
ties of directing the destinies of a great
nation. The only reason why there are
electoral districts at all is the human,
geographical reason that it would be im-
possible for all the electors to elect a
whole House of Commons on a single
ballot paper. The fact, however, remains,
at least in theory, that a member of the
Commons once elected is elected primar-

ily to represent the whole people and not
the interests of the electors residing with-
in the limits of his particular geograph-

ical distriet. If he must be guided by the
opinions of his electors, so must they be
guided by his.. If they are to advise
him, s0 must he advise them. If he must
follow them, so must they be prepared
Upon occasion, he must
¢pared to oppose his own elec-
ke his chances of persuading
”..O'Ha that they are wrong and he is
right. No man who has not that amount
and courage has any right
in a British House of Commons.
He practics adopted by the late revered
e making at least one com-

to follow him.
even lu I

tors and

IETISIVe (

iispassionate address to his
vieciors each year on state affairs can-
ot be too highly commended. Would
at we had more men of the scholarship
Morley at present. The

VIiciion ot

ractice of con

nsigning the discussion of
to the petty tactics of

iffairs of state

parliamentary party procedure on tlw_
one hand, and to the heat and passion of
general election campaigns on the other,
has become both futile and dangerous.

6. Educational Functions. The House
of Commons is also an educational in-
stitution. Indeed, strange as it may seem
at first, this is really its most important
function. The education of the people is,
after all, the only positive function of
government. The functions of defence
are obviously purely negative and precau-
tionary. The administration of justice
is really purely defensive. Justice gives
to each man his due and then leaves him
nrecisely where it found him. Such ques-
tions as capital and labour, free trade
and protection, and private and public
ownership, really turn upon questions of
class justice and not upon questions of
positive efficiency and progress. If we
would have an illustration of the propo-
sition 1 have just ventured, that educa-
tion is really the only positive quantity
in the making of a nation, we need only
turn again to the commonwealth of the
United States. Will any one imagine,
then. what the hundred millions of peo-
ple in the United States would really
be like and what their civilization would
be like, were it not for their great pub-
lic school system and the generous, al-
most prodigal, endowment of their nu-
merous colleges and universities, both
from public and private sources? The
secret of the success of the United Sta-
tes is not to be found in the constitution,
nor in Congress, but in the schools.

The House of Commons, then, being
our greatest national institution, has
i portant educational functions to fulfil.
The debates in the House of Commons,
the comments upon these debates in the
public press and on the public platform,
and the lively discussion of all pressing
public questions at the grand assizes of
cach succeeding general election are
really -the only effective means our peo-
ple have of gaining what little knowl-
edge they have of the fundamentals of
our system of government, its framework
and its ornament, its successes and its
failures.  Unfortunately, however, as I
have perhaps too often said already, the
House of Commons has .become distinct-
Iy too partisan and personal of late. It
is at this point therefore, that public
service clubs like the Kiwanis, Rotary
and Canadian Clubs have a great work
to do at present. [ believe personally,
inaeed, if personal opinion on the point
be of any value, that these clubs are
destined 1o become a recognized abiding
part in the framework of any national
constitution designed to interpret the
sane, sound, dispassionate mind and will
of the people to the House of Commons
as the House of Commons is designed
alt present to interpret the mind and will
of the people to the Cabinet and the
Crown. If so, we may easily hope for
even a greater House of Commons in
the future than in the past. May I also
suegest that nothing could be more de-
sirable than that these clubs should
kKeep in closest possible touch with our
schools, colleges and universities, so that
f“" i;‘.l':‘.h‘n(‘r of sound scholarship and
rearning, especially in matters of state
may be fully recognized for what it 1\
worth in the work of government. Hence
citizenship week.

Having finished a laborious analysis of
the functions of the Houge of ('HH.}nHm.\'
may we venture, finally, at great rvisk to
offer a corresponding analysis of the tvpe

of statesman needed to fulfill these fune-
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tions in the best way. If so, his chief
attributes would probably be the follow-
ing:—

1. Personality, that is, the total ep-
gaging effect of the man upon his fellow-
men in sentiment, thought, action, speech
and manners.

2. Leadership, that is, foresight to
plan for the future and courage to carry
on.

3. Education, firstly at least enough
liberal education to enable him to sym-
pathize with and appreciate all legitimate
human interests in the community, and
secondly, enough special education, es-
pecially in history and government, to
make him a careful, critical, constructive
student of the history and institutions
of his own country.

4. Utterance, effective, convincing,
compelling, lucid utterance by speech,
pen and personal example.

5. The capacity to give and receive
wise counsel from his associates and col-
leagues and even from large assemblies
and masses of men.

6. The capacity to appoint and place
con petent trained, trustworthy lieuten-
ants and subordinates, and to trust, direct
and encourace them when they are ap-
pointed.

7. A wholehearted, unselfish devotion
to the public service and a fixed, im-
moveable determination to prefer always
the public to private interests.

It would be interesting to examine and
to measure the life and work of some
great statesman by these criteria. The
late Sir Wilfrid Laurier was outstanding
at least in the first, second and fourth.
The late Woodrow Wilson was equally
outstanding in the third and fourth. He
is said, however, by some to have been
weak in the sixth and perhaps in the
fifth. Possibly Mr. Gladstone would
score a higher aggregate of marks on
all seven points than any statesman of
his time. We refrain from taking any
examples from living statesmen.

v
CANADA AND THE PROVINCES

The internal constitution of Canada is
built upon the federal plan. This feder-
al plan was admittedly taken from the
constitution of the United States. There
are, therefore, two parliaments every-
where in Canada, the Federal Parliament
and the Provinecial legislatures of the dif-
ferent constituent provinces. The pow: TS
of the Federal Parliament, twenty-nine
in number, are laid out in section M-
bered ninety-one, and the powers of the
provincial legislatures in section nun: T~
ed ninety-two of the N. B. A. Act. Al
unenumerated powers are allotted to '€
Federal Parliament, but two of the 1 %~
ers named in section ninety-two d,
therefore, allotted to the provincial I s
latures, viz.: “Property and Civil Rig =
and “Matters of a Local and Pri- ¢
Nature” are so comprehensive in ' T
terms that most of the unenumer: d
powers have hitherto been given to *
provineial legislatures by decision:- i
the Courts, notably by decisions of ©
Judicial Committee. These two gr¢ 'S
of powers are entirely exclusive. €
Parliament of Canada cannot tresi -3
on the game preserves of the provil d
legislatures nor the provincial leg 0
tures upon those of the Parliamen!
(Cfanada. Should any tresrass occur.
case is carried to the Courts. Ed
tion is sacred to the provinces and
therefore, in order to make its pro
cial character doubly clear, dealt “ !
in a separate section numbered nin:
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four. It is safe to say that the Union
of 1867 never really could have taken
place had not education been left sacred-
ly to the provinces. One cannot help
thinking sometimes, however, what the
end will be if education being, as we
have already said, the greatest single
positive power in the state, is left wholly
to the separate provinces in the future,
V.
THE ELECTORATE

The soundness of the electoral princi-
ple rests wholly upon each elector al-
ways recoznizing and acting upon one
simple fact, viz., that each elector is an
officer of state. He is a member of par-
liament, the last final sovereign parlia-
ment of all, the parliament of the whole

people. His voting . franchise is not
an asset and cannot, therefore £ be
bought and sold or used in any way
for personal profit. It is not even a
privilege. It is an obligation. The
functions of the elector are precisely

the sare .as those of a member of
the House of Commons althouzh, perhaps,
usually drawn to a smalier scale.
He nust vote, not in: his own in-
terest nor even in the interest of his
own community or province, but, as he
best beliéves, in the intercst of the whole
IPominion. The theory of popular gov-
ernment is not that the seliish inter-
ests of the majority must prevail over
the selfish interests of the minority, but
that what a majority of the qualified
electors believe to be in the best inter-
est of all the people will in the majority
of instances and in the long run turn out
that way. A general election is not, as
some writers say, a device for prevent-
ing civil war by indicating in advance
what will likely be the result of civil
war. That is, indeed, a poor decrepit
theory of democratic government.

We are, unfortunately, in Canada, how-
ever, just at present showing some dis-
tinct tendency to overlook the great prin-
ciple of free responsible government
which I have just stated in the next pre-
ceding paragraph. We sometimes show
a tendency to become distinctly provin-
cial, local or etven personal in our na-
tional outlook. There is nothing so fatal
to any great country as this township
vision. Suppose that Quebec elects rep-
resentatives to represent Quebec, and
Ontario elects representatives to repre-
sent Ontario, that the East elects repre-
sentatives to represent the East and the
West to represent the West, and the
manufacturers elect representatives to re-
present the manufacturers, and the zrain-
growers to represent the grain-growers,
and the labour unions to represent the
labour unions and each and every elec-
toral district tends more and moire 10
elect representatives to represent its
own interests, and nobody elects anyboly
to represent the nation, what do you
think is likely to become ultimat-ly ol
the Canadian Union?

THE OUTLOOK
_.Finally, what is our own vision of what
Canada is to become in the future? Ask
any casual person, and he will probably
tell you that the future of Canada is to
become a second United States of Ameri-
ca excepting that it will remain faithful
to the British Empire. That is, ,r.yr!::u\s.
in a vague way the vision most of us have

entertained since 1867. That is a false
vision. That vision never can come true,
Climatic conditions alone will take care

of that. The climate of the United Stat-
es is nearly the same as the climate of
Europe. There is scarcely -a single day

in all the year anywhere in Europe for
which a replica cannot be found in the
United States. That is the main rea-
son why the United States has never had
&1y immigration problem except the
problem of how best to exclude immi-
grants or how best to deal with them.
after admitting them. But Canada has a
cold, ice-bound, snow-clad. northern ecli-
mate. That fact alone makes our prob-
lem essentially different from the prob-
lem of the United States.

Then again the United States is a com-
pact federation of states. There are no
serious topographical or ethnolozical
boundaries dividing the different states.
Canada, on the other hand, is a long,
transcontinental corridor of provinces
passing through at least five distinet na-

tural civilizations on the way. In the
beautiful, many-colored Maritimes, in

the two great central provinces by the
wide-rushing river, on the wide prairie
lands, “the land for which the tongue
of England hath no nare, the Prairies,”
in the vast 1 utitudinous Rockies gnz-
ing like hoodod sentinels far across the
wide Pacific: it is a long vista, a great
landscape, but it is also a diflicult and
unique task to build the whole prospect
into a single civilizotion, a sin<le com-
munity, loyal man to man from sea to
sea. If Canada is to have a culture and
civilization of her own it will be dis-
tinctly, uniquely Canadian, or it will be
nothing. Indeed, perhaps (one of .our
chief diffien'tics in the past has beon
our tendency to foliow too slavishly the
literary and scientific thought forms ct
Europe o the one hand anl the econon
ic devices and social usazes and man-
ners of the United States on the other.
Imitation will get us no distance ahead
in building up a Canadian culture. N9
people ever consciousiy unlertook a sim-
ilar enterprise in the past. Our literary
men and artists must somehow gather
new inspiration from cur own: landsea2pes
and the peculiar traditions, customs and
sentiments of our own people, and our
scientific men mu-t find new opportuni-
ties of research in our natural resources
and the providences of nature which lie
around usz on every side.

Jut we need workers most of all. Can-
ada has comre upon the stage at a difli-
cut periol in the history of
the world. We have no native races to
do our menial work if, indeed, there be
such a thing as menial work Slavery
is long an outlaw. Industrial emplovment
amounting to virtual slavery. thanks to
the labour unions, is also rapidly becom-
ing a thing of the past. On the other
hand, we insist
iimmigrants coming to Canada must re-
ceive a sound, edequate school education.
The real ultimate problem, then, which
vwe have to meet, is the problem of the
relation between education and work. Un-
til our university gra‘luates, even, are
willing to go upon the farm and into
factories and into business, Canada can

econovie

never succeed ac che ought to succeed
What is a Canadia: A Caradian is a
ccout, and a scout is a scholar in his
hirt sleeves. You recognize our nation-
al ideal character Johnny Canuck. There
he stands then! Mark him wel, for cer
tainly, if we come to -think of -it, no

finer national character ever stepped up-

on the stage of history, clean, wholeso ne,
unstar ‘,i,'“' \i“v()v{’;!, Vet resoimne: fros
We recoenize in hi none of that ecolou?

of self-satisfaction and authoritv, of the
squi with a little ,whip in his
hand, which we times resent a little

courty

SOTI1e

that the children of all
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bit in the character of John Bull, and
we certainly recognize none of that col-
our of craftiness so obvious in the char-
acter ¢f Uncle Sam. That, then, is our
natural ideal, that the end and aim of

all our national institutions and efforts.
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The Block System of Costs in Litigation

Notes of an Address to Vancouver Board of Trade by F. G. T. Lucas, Barrister

The expression ‘‘costs’ is defined generally as
being the remuneration of the solicitor for professional
work done by him for a client. The whole subject of
costs is divided into two main divisions:—

1—Costs in non-Contentious business.
2—(‘osts in contentious business.

In non-contentious business the expression ‘‘costs’’
truly means the actual remuneration which a solicitor
is entitled to charge his client for professional work
performed; and by the terms of the Legal Professions
Act, no solicitor may bring any action to enforce pay-
ment by his client of any costs, that is to say, of any
remuneration that he may have claimed to have earned,
until he has first delivered to his client a bill thereof,
subseribed by his hand.

(‘osts in contentious matters is not intended to be
the remuneration to a solicitor for professioinal ser-
vices rendered, but 1s intended as an indemnity to be
paid by the losing party in litigation to the winning
party. The amount of this indemnity, the terms there-
of and the conditions under which it is taxable and
payable are governed by the Rules of Court.

The relation between solicitor and client is that
the client is under obligation to pay the solicitor proper
remuneration for his work, whether it is non-conten-
tious business or contentious business; but when the
business is contentious, and results in an action at law,
then he is entitled to be indemnified by the party un-
successfully opposing such action,

It is the unqualified opinion of certain eminent
members of the Bar that this indemnity should be a
full and complete indemnity.

In our practise in British Columbia, however, it
has not turned out so, and I understand that this con-
dition prevails in" England, that is to say, there are
many things that may be required to be done by the
soliecitor preparing a case for trial which cannot be
taxed against the losing party in the event of success.
For instance: an extended period of preparation by
solicitor or counsel on a technical subject; the bring-
ing of an expert witness to the trial, and the total fees
payable to him, and such like instances. The reason for
this is that our tariff of costs, upon which the winning
party prepares his bill, is a set and rigid tariff .of 230
items and no party may tax against another party for
any work not included in one or other of the said
230 items.

Our present system also fails to be a complete in-
demnity for the reason that in many of the important
items, for instance the fee to be allowed for the instrue-
tions tor brief on the trial, it is left to the diseretion
of the taxing officer with a reference to a Judee in
Chambers by any person dissatisfied. i

In many ways, our practice under this tariff has
been unsatisfactory in British Columbia and several
very eminent lawyers in this provinee have from time
to time advocated the doing away with the tariff alto-
gether and adopting of the svstem which prevails in
many of the United States of America. namelv that
there should be no indemnity, but that the \\"inninz
party shall be entitled only to his actual out-of-pocket
_'i shursements, for witness fees, Court fees, ete.. which
I an ordinary action would not amount to more than
thirty of forty dollars.

In addition to giving dissatisfaction to members of

the profession, this system of costs has received great

neisms on the part of our citizens; and from time to

time serious strictures have been issued from our Bench

on the subject of exorbitant bills of costs so ealled, in
particular cases. ‘

The most serious eriticism to my mind seems to be
that we have, as a profession, failed to recognize the
changing conditions of our time, failed to recognize
the imperative demands of our publie for simplifica-
tion in the matter of the practice of the law and in par-
ticular, serious complaints on the part of those re-
sponsible men of our business community who would
seek to avail themselves of the processes of. the law in
order to determine and establish rights, that it has
heen and is impossible for them to be given any reason-
ably accurate estimate of the amount of costs which
they are going to be found to be compelled to pay n
the event of loss. The result is that amongst our busj-
ness ecommunity we find groups of business men In
classified lines of business forming arbitration boards
and adopting other expedients of many kinds in order
to avoid what should be a perfectly natural and lawful
method of settlement of disputed claims, namely to
refer them to the Courts of our country which are
maintained by the tax-payers of our country for this
express purpose.

Our judiciary consists of a group of highly trained
and experienced lawyers, who, by reason of their long
experience in the practice of the profession, previous
to going on the Bench, and their experience whilst on
the Bench, in the matter of having the determining of
great and impertant questions put before them for con-
sideration and determination in all branches of busi-
ness and commercial activities, are eminently fitted to
perform this funetion; and the criticism levelled at our
profession, which I say is a well-founded eriticism, 1S
that the public find themselves in a great measure de-
barred from access to our Courts by reason of the sys-
tem of costs, that is to say by the remuneration which
we as a profession secure to ourselves, and which sys-
tem I do characterize as being entirely antiquated and
not meeting the needs of the present day in any wav,
shape or form.

Our Bar Association addressed itself to the mat v
of ascertaining wherein lay the cause for such critieisis
and the root of the dissatisfaction which exists in ¢''*
business community towards ourselves as a professi-
m this particular matter, For two and a half yea's
strong committees of the Bar have worked on t°°
matter. The systems of costs prevailing in other jur: -
dictions and particularly the svstem of costs prevd
Ing in the States of the Union have been eareful
analyzed and examined,

The eonclusions arrived at by the Bar Associatic’
as a result of these in\'estigatinns.are e

First that while it is reasonable and proper that
certain amount of indemnity be allowed to the winni!
party over the losing party, it is most'essential th:
lho.unmu‘m of this indemnity be determined for giv:
actions, n order that people contemplating takiv~”
action to enforee a claim, or seeking to defend the:
selves against what they consider to be an unjust clam
made against them, may oy i g o e TR
courts to maintain what they believe to be their rights.
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upon advice of their solicitors and counsel—what the
result of such action will be to them, if and in the event
that their contention as to their rights be not well-
founded. It is my opinion that ninety-five per cent. of
all litigation is entered into by the parties thereto
in an absolute and honest belief in the merits of their
cause, and it has been my view that to ecompletely in-
demnify the winner. against the loser for costs is a
wrong prineiple.

We find from investigations in the United States
jurisdietions, where there are no costs exeept disburse-
ments, that the system is looked upon with the utmost
favor both by litigants and by lawyers. A ease is taken
into court, or is defended as the case mg® be, on its
own merits, without any contemplation of making
money out of the other party by way of indemnifying
costs. : '

On the other hand, it is my opinion that that sys.
tem is open to this eriticism, that with the complete
abolition of the indemnity, the way is open for people
to start’ litigation without due regard to the conse-
quences if and when they fail, for they have only to
consider the payment of their own costs in the event of
losing. Eminent counsel in the United States have
agreed with this eriticism of this system, but state that
notwithstanding this eriticism, they prefer very much
their system to ours, and would not consider at all the
introduetion of an indemnity syvstem of costs. How-
ever, they have been raised and educated to that view-
point and it is not for me to go further than to illus-
trate their point of view.

The opinion arrived at by the Bar Association is
that a reasonable indemnity should be maintained. We
have, therefore, introduced into our tariff the prin-
ciple of creating a maximum amount to be paid by the
losing party to the winning party, which maximum
we estimate as being reasonable compensation for an
ordinary average one-day action in court. Anv ex-
penses and costs that are incurred over and above the
amount of this maximum must be met by himself, if
he is a winner or a loser, and if he is the loser, he is
required only to pay the maximum which we have set.
Therefore he is in a better position to pav his own
solicitor a more reasonable compensation for the con-
duect of his case.

In the course of our investigations, we ran across
the system in use in Ontario and Alberta known as the
block system in which all the work required to be
done in the different phases of an ordinary action are
lumped together in one item and in one sum, which is
nothing more or less than simplification of the itemized
tariff which we now have, with a re-adjustment of the
values placed upon certain phases of the work, and
instead of 230 items, we have in our block system of
tariff 28 items.

The Vancouver Bar Association, having completed
this work, submitted the matter to the Vietoria Bar
Association and then to a meeting of the newly or-
ganized British Columbia Bar Association and we
secured the almost unanimous endorsement of the mem-
bers of the Bar of British Columbia. It was then suh-
mitted to the Honourable the Attorney General, who,
with his departmental officials, thoroughly perused it,
and it has received his approval.

Finally it was submitted to the members of the Su-
preme Court, and received their approval. It has now
been approved by the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Couneil,
and it is expected that it will come into force on March
1st, 1925.
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All we need to say to B. C. M. readers is—
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direct from the Nanaimo Mines to
your home

All thoroughly screened, graded and accurately
weighed at our wharf before delivery.
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Men We Meet in Business:
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Auctioneers & Appraisers

519 Pender St., West ‘Vancouver, B. C.

Homemade Repairs to Telephones
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or adjust their Telephones. If trouble
occurs, notify us and a repairman

: will call.
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Literary Notes:

A Book Week Address to Vancouver High School Students

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY

By Percy Gomery, Author of ““A Scamper ’Cross Canada,” etc.

This week throughout Canada,
hookstores and publie libraries are
making a special display of the books
of Canadian authors, and student
bodies and gatherings of people ev-
ervwhere are listening, as you are
listening. to a few reasons why Can-
ada, for its own sake. should take
more interest in its writers.

I wonder if vou can possibly re-
alize the importance of a country
having its own writers and histori-
ans? Even a great nation lives and
moves by its fame, just as a brand
of baking powder lives by its fame—
a skillful surgeon or a great nation-
al hero lives by his fame. The only
way 1 know of for creating fame is
by the recorded word of men and
women who think and who write,

Let me give vou an example. Un-
less vou boyvs and girls are sharper
than 1 am, the sole picture, of a per-
sonal and intimate nature, vou have
of the whole of antiquity is that of
the history, customs, manners of the
Jewish people. Before the Christian
era, before the Jews, the ecarth was
peopled by hundreds of races of peo-
ple, most of them greater than the
Jews. Why then does that people
stand out as the central figure of our
knowledge and 1magination?  Simp-
Iy because the Jews had writers,
while the others had not. So far as
we know the Hebrews were a tribe
of wandering herdsmen. H G.
Wells, in his ““Outline of IHistory,”
says that they were a small people
even among the eastern Mediterran-
ean peoples. At the height of
their glory it was considered a tre-
mendous diplomatie vietory that a
king of Egvpt consented to one of
his daughters marryving King Solo-
mon.  They were not great soldiers,
for whenever they had aceumulated
enouch  wealth to make it worth
while, their enemies swooped down
upon them and robbed them. They
were not a race of builders.  The
architectures of old were the l()nip‘
Corinthian, and even the Egyvptian
and Chinese: T never heard of a Jew-
ish architecture.  While other and
nore \\;ll'll]{v' ‘n'u‘\lo',\’ were ('(Al(l‘)]';]t_
e their national events in gorgeons
pageants and extravacant carnivals,

the Jewish seribes were 4||lit‘l‘}‘ -
Lting theirs on parchment for the
wWding of nations vet to be born.

When | left high
~e uwl ;n‘tn}ll I'lw HH].\ illlill!:llt' [';.l"
re I had of Austria, India. Pales-

1

\nd, avain.

tine, Australia, of almost anywhere,
was what (. \. Henty had written
for me. You are all old enough to
realize what a wonderful asset to
England was G. A. Henty. With-
out humm millions of men and women
would be not only without a know-
ledee of Eneland’s romantie exploits
in the far corners of the world, but
they would be without that personal
pride and share in these events which
have made this Empire on which the
sun never sets.  England needed a
lienty. Every country of spirit and
ambition needs a Henty., What is
(‘anada doing about a Henty? I’ll
tell vou what she has done so far.
A dozen !entys in the making have
heen foreed out of the country be-
cauise the Canadian people did not
support them. We are so near to a
mitch more populous nation, we are
so 1 awe of the learning of the Old
Land, that we have been somewhat
overwhelmed in a literary way. But
1s that right: 1Is it sporting? Did
the Spartans allow themselves to be
spoon ted by their neighbours and
rivals?  Did the Jews?

Perhaps a little incident in my
OWn - experience as a writer would
illustrate as well as anyvthing the
idea I am trying to convey to you.
I prepared, some vears ago. a series
ol articles, business stories. intend-
ed for circulation in some business
magazine. 1 sent them to half a
dozen business periodicals in Can-
ada.  The publishers had nice thines
to say of them, but they were afraid
that their readers would not read
them.  One of them finally made an
offer for the use and copvright —
and withdrew the offer-after a few
davs. 1 then sent

: to an American
mazazine.

[ sent two of the twelve
stories to one magazine. W hat hap-
pened?  The magazine wired me an
offer for the whole series, at a fieure
Just 21, times what the Canadian ed-
itor had offered.. What happened
then? That American magazine used
one of the stories every month for
year: 2,000 copies of that magazine
came nto Canada, the American pun-
lishers getting the profit,

a

. Canadian
Fusiness men would read what a Can-
adian had to say about Canada in
an - American macazine, hat theyv
would not read it in a Canadian mag-
azine. 1 told that story to a eroup

of Canadian authors and thev sald :

"It sounds like Canada ™

More than that, at least more se-
rious than that. A Canadian author
of my acquaintance—who still lives
in (‘anada, but i1s obliged to write for
American periodicals to earn a liv-
ing—recently got back a MS., not
that it lacked merit, but, as the edi-
tor said, ‘‘ You have treated this from
the Canadian point of view. If you
are writing for an American audi-
ence vou must write from the Am-
erican point of view.”” 1 suppose
that is why the press of England re-
ferred to Professor Leacock, of Mon-
treal, as ‘“the American humorist,”’
and why the newspapers of the U. S.
refer to Miss L. M. Montgomery as
““the well-known American writer of
children’s works,”” or to Bliss Car-
men as ‘‘the sweet American singer
of lyries.”’

‘We are in danger not only of los-
ing our writers, but our national
point of view. Last September I was
visiting at Calgary in the home of
Mrs. Nellie MeClung, author of
““Sowing Seeds in Danny’’ and other
famous (Canadian novels. Mrs. Me-
("lung had received a letter from a
Joston publisher telling her that if
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she would come and live in the U. S,
and write a book about the U. 8. like
the books she had written about Can-
ada, that they could sell 100,000
copies. Mrs. MeClung is not going,
but it is surely our duty to keep her
and others like her in the country.
If your parents would spend $1.00
a month on Canadian magazines and
books—not an extra dollar, mind,
for scarcely a family but spends %12
a year on magazines and books to
read or give away—if they spent $1
on their own publications every Can-
adian writer of promise that is like-
Iy to appear would be kept at home
and other countries would become
tributary to Canada in a literary
way, rather than Canada continue
tributary to foreign countries.

But nobobdy is going to be small
enough to ask you to confine your

reading to Canadiana. Literature is
world wide. You must read foreign
authors, and about foreign parts. But
Just give (Canada a chance. Don't
oblige Canadians to speak to you
from-@kross a wall.

In eclosing, 1 want just to switch
my appeal so to speak. You have
been thinking that 1 have been ap-
pealing to you on behalt of the old
seasoned and established writers of
(Canada. That is not the case at all.
Our old writers may not be writing
the way we would like them to write,
or in the strain we would like, but
they are just what 1 said they were,
established.

The appeal that is being made
throughout (‘anada this week is on
behalf of yvourselves. T am not mak-
ing a guess, but merely a mathemat-

New Fables by Skookum

XII. John and Johnny

Johnny drank whisky, smoked a pipe,
chewed tobacco and swore. John swore
not, neither did he drink, smoke or chew.
John was a goodie-goodie boy, while
Johnny might have been classed as a
“roughneck.”

John had been reared on polished lines
by doting parents from the knickerboc-
ker years and beyond with a view to good
citizenship, which was to make him an
ideal man even as he had been a model
youth. His education and moulding had
been the one urge of father and mother
from the day son first began to absorb
knowledge. John, indeed, was a good
boy, morally, religiously, socially, intel-
lectually, and in many other ways, even
although little sister contended that he
hated her like poison.

Johnny was nothing in particular for
his parents to boast about beyond the
fact that he was their son. He had life,
however, and went about everything on
the run as though overcharged with elec-
tric power. John trailed himself along
as though his battery were hopelessly
run down. Socially, John was like the
drooping wings of a sick hen, while
Johnny was like the flapping wings of a
healthy rooster. A man must make a
noise of some kind, even if it is not al-
together according to the rules and regu-
lations of constitutional society, if he
wishes to be a hero in this world. And
Johnny’s capers certainly made him a
hero—with the girls.

With the fair sex Johnny, notwithstand-
ing his rough stuff, was one who was
constantly leaving footprints in the soil
He made a noise that everybody could
hear. John went about like a funeral.
While John relied on his reputation to
get him by with the girls, those same
young things were being thrilled by the
antics of Johnny. About the noblest
thing John had done in his life besides
being straightforward, honest, studious,
a gentleman, and all those negligible
sorts of things, so far as anyone could
see at least, was to eat three square
meals a day and dress like a Shiek at the
expense of the “old man” and bank all
he made on the side in his own name.

R. D. CUMMING

Johnny, on the other hand, sowed his
coin as a farmer sows seeds, besides
having many notches carved on his gun
stock at his own initiative. He had
taken part in local vaudeville; had saved
a girl from drowning; was a bear in
local amateur hockey and usually did all
the scoring in rival contests; had been
mixtd up in a local scandal, but had
proved an alibi.

John’s mamma (ac¢cent on the last syl-
lable), had babied him up to believe that
he was a little better than the ordinary
scum of folks. Johnny's ma always plac-
ed company first and family afterwards.
John’s features were more refined than
Johnny's, and this was to give him the
bulge on Johnny in his dealings with the
girls. .

Johnny was the exact antithesis of
John. His early education had been
neglected; that is, Johnny had neglected
it from choice, never being able to con-
vince his will-o-the-wisp nature of the
necessity for curriculums. Nor could he
bring himself into line with the rules
and regulations governing proper society.
Johnny wasn’'t good looking to that ex-
tent that might create comment, and life
held out nothing very dazzling for him in
the future. But Johnny’s whole life was
lived in the to-day. He couldn’t attend
to two things at once, so he let the future
slide.  “I should worry!” he told father,
mother, sister, brother, chums, girls,
everybody. And he didn't worry. He be-
gan care-free, was care-free, and would
end care-free.

“If the world don't like my style it can
lump it,” was another of his bright say-
ings.

“But it’s not up to the world,” advis-
ed his friends. “It’s all up to you. The
world don’'t care.”

“Well, let it rip!”

Johnny’s unpolished manners were not
barren of ripe fruit. His face was pure
sunlight; John’'s was mere moonshine.
Johnny was so good in many wayvs apart
from the whisky, tobacco and swear
words, that his backslidings were often
converted into virtues by that spirit of
hero worship among the people, which
is a relic of past chivalrous days.
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ical statement when I say that, dur-
ing the next ten or fifteen years,
some of you who are this moment
looking up at me will feel yourselves
inspired to convey the best thoughts
that are in you to the world at large,
by the time-honored method of black
marks on white paper. It is only
necessary to travel a short distance
on the road to authorship to tell you
that there is no more satisfying work,
It is a great thing to build a mag-
niticent bridge, or to found a great
business house, but on the other hand
there is no finer ambition, no loftier
aim, than to acquire by talent and
hard work the ability to interpret
the life and history of vour times by
writing, in the words of Gray’s ‘‘El-
egv'': “*To read its history in a na-
tton's eves.”’

Chuck

John and Johnny were about the same
age, twenty-one; and, so far as having
the price was concerned, their accounts
were about equally balanced at the source
of supply—their parents, They had had
an even start on the race-course of life
when the shot was fired by the start-
ers.

Living in the same town, they were na-
turally thrown much into the same so-
ciety; and, by and by they fell in love
with the same girl. This might have
been a catastrophe with any others than
John and Johnny, but the rich conceit of
both permitted no occasion for argument;
and they had both mental pictures of the
girl securely staked out in their respec-
tive green pastures.

The rivalry did not ruffle their furs in
the least. Johnny didn't worry, because
he knew Mabel could not resist his raw
charms. He knew she liked him not-
withstanding the unsophisticated appen-
dages that hung to his character. It
was the instincet of Eve in her flesh speak-
ing from that early nature-inflated age.
He knew that, although we wear cloth-
ing, things bred in the bones can‘t be
covered up with whitewash. Johnny saw
love for him shining from Mabel's eyes,
mouth, nose, ears, chin; and, in fact,
from her whole person, and he ignored
the John competition. His own love for
Mabel was a guarantee to him that the
infatuation was mutual.

And Mabel, let it be understood from
the beginning, was a good girl, who did’'nt
claim to be too far above many of the
things of Nature.

John was as well insured against ac-
cident to his heart as Johnny was by vir-
tue of his superior standing in the com-
munity. His refined manners, rare intel-
leet, elean associations, and his gentle-

anly way of handling the situation
had gained him footing that could not
lip. Mabel loved him, and she would
choose him because he was better in all
ways than Johnny. No girl would hesi-
tate a- moment in making her choice as
Fetween the two, he thought.

John was so sure of his foundations
that he often spoke to Mabel with re-
gard to Johnny's erude manners, debau-
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ched habits, loose connections and doubt-
ful future, as though it were understood
that he (Johnny) was a thing apart—
a negligible item—when applied to their
two selves. Mabel just tolerated Johnny,
that was all, owing to social connection.

But sister had things sized up differ-
ently.

“You crazy fool, Johnny's got it all
over you,” remarked that Irritation to
him one day.

“Oh, shut up! that is all you know
about it!” he replied, going off with the
air of one who knew better and whose
security was beyond question.

Sister laughed.

“You’ll see,” she threw back at him.

“Yes, I'll see. ’Taint gonny rain no
more, is it?”

“When it does you'll get the soaking
of your life, though, I'll say,” she warn-
ed.

Mabel was the one who did all the
worrying. She had both their shares,
for there was a soft spot in her heart
for each of the young men who had hon-
ored her with their love, that must, soon-
er or later, dash off decisively in one or
the other direction. :

In the light of her own understanding
Mable viewed the situation from both
hemispheres. She saw a tame, circum-
spect, quiet, conventional but assured
future with John, and a somewhat sloven-
ly, lean and uncertain future with John
ny. She knew that John saved ever)
cent that he ever made in the world, and
that Johnny blew in every cent he evel
made. She knew this by hearsay as well
as by experience, for their offerings to
her as a sweetheart gave them away
She knew that John lived more in the
future than he did in the present, and
that Johnny’'s thoughts were all centred
in the here and now with no provision for
the morrow. Mabel knew that, as the
wife of John, her days would be flat and
unspiced with the thrills of being alive;
and that, as the matrimonial partner of
Johnny, they would be a species of food
without the seasoning. There did not
appear to be much choice. But love does
not discriminate between persons, nor
does it examine candidates through the
lenses of a microscope.

Mabel was in bad way. She could not
ask council, because it was no one’s busi-
ness; and then, they might choose wrong
for her. She knew all the time she want-
ed Johnny, and was just as sure that
council would select John. Thus the poor
girl discovered that she had two person-
alities. Discretion pointed to John while
her heart clung to Johnny.

What was to be done? What could be
done? Was any girl ever in such a
sweat-bath of perplexity? The boys
were both so kind to her and so deeply
mired in the quicksands of Mabel's fem-
inine charms.

Mabel was simply entangled in those
wiry webs which have thrown their un-
raveled meshes over and around all
daughters of Eve from the days of the
serpent up to the present time. It was
the - tanglefoot of young girlhood into
which they all hop blindly. and from
which it requires a great deal of heart-
breaking study and strategy in order
10 get both feet out at the same time.

‘ Une evening Johnny dragged his hind
iwgs up the steps leading to Mabel's
door and stoou
He had in his hand a large box
chocolates which he had purchased
the set-back price of two and a half.

'he most ordinary applied science of

vaiting.

deduction told that Johnny had been
drinking. His knees seemed to lack that
rigid firmness that sober knees usually
boast of in healthy young men. His fea-
tures were more or less relaxed, and the
arms hung down like pendulums.

The opening of the door seemed to star-
tle Johnny as though he had not expect-
ed such prompt response, although the
normal time had elapsed between the
knock and the opening of the door. Mabel
stood before him in person in all the
glory of her young womanhood, which
was no doubt magnified by Johnny’s great
love and the optimistic backing of the
whisky.

Through the doorway and into the par-
lor Johnny caught a glimpse of John loll-
ing on a lounge in all his exaggerated,
over-confident assurance of himself.

Now, it was part of Johnny’s diplo-
macy never to intrude on Mabel when
she was otherwise engaged, even with
the right-of-way John. So he with-
drew the foot that was about to step in-
side:

“No,” he said, unsteadily, “I just
brought this.” And he handed Mabel
the confectionery.
~“Oh, thanks. Won’t you come in
though?” said Mabel, accepting the gifi

“Rather not. You have company, I‘l
call again—sometime.”

“Oh, don’t be silly; come on in; it’s
only John,” urged Mabel.

But Johnny was obstinate. He turned
and was about to descend the steps,
when, by some mean trick of misfortune,
his feet got tangled on the top step;
and, to save himself the humiliation of
falling headlong down, he sank in a heap
at the top and slid to the bottom.

Mabel dashed down the steps with her
first aid:

“Johnny!” she called out. “Whatever
i3 the matter with you?”

“Slipped, that’s all,” explained Johnny,
cising and beating a retreat.

“What a beastly fellow Johnny is get-
ting to be,” commented John when Mabel
re-entered the parlor.

Mabel remained diplomatically silent.

“Drunk as usual.”

“Too bad;” was all Mabel deigned to
reply.

“Fancy the fool being so extravagant.
That box of chocolates must have cost
him at least three and a half,” continued
the moralist, while he watched Mabel
undo the package.

“Yes, he always brings me good ones,”
observed Mabel. “Have one?” And she
reached out the open box to him.

“Thanks, no; 1 never eat chocolates.”

“You're jealous, that’s all,” teased Ma-
bel.

“No, not that; but then,
teaches one nasty, extravasant habits.”

“I dare say.” And the girl sampled a
chocolate-coated cherry.

Although Mabel had contributed an
even share of the evening's enjoyment
before the brief visit of Johnny, after
his departure her strings appeared to be
out of tune.

John was peeved at Mabel's drop in
temperature and changewof flavor, and. it
required a great deal of patching up to
restore the balance of power and to re-
new the old warmth. Before departing,
however, much of the former harmony
had reappeared. :

Johnny's diplomacy told
wasn't wise to tire a girl with one's
society. He had perhaps a greater brain
power than John. John's brain had been
artificially trained to think, while John-

you see, it

him that it
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ny’s thought naturally. Johnny had g
brain that acted more on impulses. In-
stinct taught him many things that a
college educatioin does not teach. He
knew, for example, that the less you
chase after a girl the more she will chase
after you. All John’s university educa-
tion had not put him wise to this hard
fact. He never knew that you catch a
girl, not by running after her, but by the
girl Tunning after you. &

Now it happened that Mabel’s parents
had been witness to the disgraceful cut-
ting-up of Johnny on his visit to their
daughter. This was not the first offense,
and Johnny was in disfavor on previous
records. The following day Mabel fell
a victim to the parental wrath.

Mabel began to weep, the usual femin-
inge refuge:

“He’s’ no good,” condemned the father.
“I've told you so a dozen times before.
What makes you hang on to him? Give
him the G. B. before it’s too late. I never
knew of him keeping a job more than a
few days at a time in his life. He would
drown in ten minutes if cut off from the
home anchorage. He’s a loafer, that’s
all; never will be good for anything. It’s
a wonder to me what you see in him. He
has no more future than a dog, and I
would like to tell him so. He couldn’t
keep a - squirrel in peanuts. What do
you suppose he would do with a wife?”

Behind her tears, Mabel was dumb.

It was the old story of expecting a girl
to arrange her courtships and marriage
according to plan and not according to
love. -

“Quit him, I say, before it’s too late.
John is worth a million of him. He has
brains, sense, standing, respect of the
community. a future that is an asset and
not a liability.”

This only added force to the draft of
Mabel’s flame. Johnny, to her, seemed
to be the last word in man. He was
irore gallant than most, more masculine
—more what a woman, in her worship-
ping heart, had pictured that he should
be. Johnny was always on the spot just
at the logical moment when he was most
needed. He had initiative, and John
seemed to lack this virtue. If Mabel
were drowning or in a burning building,
it would be Johnny who would be there
to rescue her. He was a true knight of
the twentieth century. :

Thus, at the village sports on the firs!
of July, when Mabel fell to the ground
during a foot race, it was Johnny wio
seemed to emerge from the earth and
assist her to rise. It was Johnny wio
brushed off the spots from her clothin:.
asked her if she were injured and had
received a reply that smiled throut!
pained features:

“Thanks, Jonnny. I think I have huw
my knee. “Oh!” And she limped, lea®-
ing on his shoulder. %

But it was John who came forwai:
afterwards with an air of authority ar
assumed the responsibility as though b
virtue of prerogative:

“Pardon me,” he said to Johnny,
though the lady were his private pro:-
erty.

“Certainly,” courtesied the too diplC-
matic Johnny, assigning his rights an“
backing away with a smile such as onl’
ones of his kind could offer under sim!
ar circumstances.

Mabel smiled at Johnny as he turn€
away, and the smile most clearly spok+
disapproval at the ill manners of Joh!
She permitted the indiscretion, howeve!
and accompanied the escort to a groul

—
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of ladies sitting on the grass at a little
distance away.

All such things as these only served
to throw weight to balance in favor of
Johnny, which John remained too dense,
or too wrapped up in his own sure-foot-
edness to take into consideration.

After this and the stand taken by her
parents, meetings between Mabel and
Johnny assumed a sort of clandestine
complexion. Mabel had evidently chosen,
notwithstanding the confidence of John
and the barrier put up by her parents
as well as the warnings of divers friends
and chums.

The awful example which Johnny rep-
resented would have been enough to dis-
courage the average girl—his doubtful
future, his poor prospects as the back-
bone of a family. Such wabbly support
would not appeal to many, but Mabel
ignored all this (for love is still blind),
and determined to risk her whole future
welfare, and life, which promised to be
a long one, with a derelict that was al-
ready almost down to deck-level in the
water.

Johnny’s diplomacy had won the day,
even although that worthy had, just re-
cently, been conducted home one night,
“spiflicated” by the police, those e¢ver
vigilant guardians of local society.

In the meantime, John, still blind to
the virtues of his rival as opposed to his
vices, continued to bask in the fool’s
paradise of Mabel”’s second choice sun-
shine. By surface markings he fancied
he was the whole cheese; while, in the
bottomless pit of her heart, Mabel stored
sweet memories of the more or less re-
cluse Johnny.

John placed more weight on his re-
fined breeding, his superior education,
and " his cultivated manners than any
personality that he may have possessed
to win Mabel; and, while marking time
in the dark, Johnny’s natural instincts
and unassumed pose was the real con-
queror.

But John's imaginary security was not
without grounds, for what lover could
for a moment picture the beautiful and
refined Mabel trusting all her future in
such a leaky craft as Johnny offered,
when the splendid yacht offering of John
was the other alternative.

John sat firm on his throne while
Johnny undermined the very ground be-
neath him.

Mabel’s infatuation indeed began to
convert vices into virtues. She began
to admire Johnny in his deplorable weak-
nesses. The pipe and the cigarettes were
not, so bad, and a large percentage of
men smoke, and his manner of filling and
lighting “his pipe became a source of
great pleasure to Mabel. The time came
when the odor of whisky and tobacco
from his mouth became like the aroma
of roses to her, so awful a thing in Mabel
became that mysterious infatuation called
love.

It was when things had taken on this
complexion that John proposed marriage
to Mabel one evening, never dreaming
of anything but immediate acceptance.

“But, Mr. White, this is so sudden!”
exclaimed Mabel.

“‘Mr. White’” mimicked the astonish-
ed John. “Am I not John to you?”

“Since when?” :

“Then you have deceived me,”
John, with real emotion.

“Deceived you nothing,” Mabel defend-
ed. ' “l never promised to marry you,
did I? We're not even engaged, are we?”

replied

“But, Mabel, surely you don't mean it?”
pleaded John in alarm.

“l do mean it.”

“What! After all these years?”

“What years?”

“All those years of happiness together.
All those years of promise.”

“What promise?”

“You led me on, didn't you?”

“But we were only children together,”
she excused the past.

“Well, I'm real angry with you,” groan-
ed the young man. *“I thought we were
solid.”

“But you went about it so awkward.
Go home and rehearse and come back
later and try it all over again,” she
laughed at him.

Poor John laughed too.
fooling him. Something had upset her
this evening. So he went home to re-
hearse and wait a more opportune time
with never a suspicion of serious rivalry.
And he pianned for the honeymoon and
a new home for the bride. He had al-
ready purchased a lot in a choice section
of the village. Oh what a future was to
be his with Mabel as a companion! Was
mortal man ever so fortunate.

But sister had the thing all framed up
from her own feminine point of view.
She had seen signs that big brother re-
fused to see; or, if he saw them, refus-
ed to accept the writing on the wall.

As a friend, as well as a sister, she
warned him.

“It’s not

She was only

always the good little
one day with her superior philosophy.
“Mind your own business, will you!”
“A girl doesn’t fall in love with a man‘s
face or fine looks either, Chump,” she
continued to philosophize.
“Oh, shut up, It!"” he fired back at her.
In the meantime Johnny and Mabel
were making hay. Johnny had the right
line of goods and Mabel was in a mood
to buy.

It would be doing Mabel an injustice,
however, to record that, although through
her biased eyes she admired and enjoyed
certain of her lover’s rough stuff, she
did not, during more rational moments,
realize the tragedy that he carried at all
times against him.

Often when they met “behind closed
doors” when Johnny would be “lit up,”
even Mabel would admit, getting a whiff
of his awful breath, that the aroma of
roses was a little overestimated. She
would be slightly piqued but a little back-
ward at taking issue with him.

For oh how she loved the derelict to
which she had anchored her little craft!
she was prepared to sink or swim with
him. Even his vices were little jewels
of virtue to her. And, did he not love
her with all his noble heart? Was he
not prepared to sustain her weight dur-
ing all his half-foundered life no matter
how weighty the cargo might become?

Then, there was the other side of
Johnny. He was kind, unselfish, forgiv-
ing, tolerant. He was full of sunshine

and optimism even when all other skies
were dark and dreary. Apart from the
rusty links in his chain, had he not been
to her all that a woman could desire of
a man she loves?

So long as Johnny could hold his head
above water, he was in no immediate
danger of drowning; but then, one can-
not be in the water too long without be-
coming water-logged. Mabel’s better
feminine self realized that too much im-
mersion might make Johnny in time
heavier than water.

boy"
"who wins the prize,” she cautioned him
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When she met him one evening
the law of compensation, or some other
law of self preservation, willed that she
should be in one of her serious moods.

The publicity of the street and the
shame attached to censure perhaps tun-
ed her nerves to rebellion, for she was
abnormally angry with him:

“The people are all talking,” she com-
plained. “Why don’t you stop this sort
of thing?”

“Let them talk.”

“It’s’ disgraceful anyway, come to think
of it, can't you see?”

Johnny laughed:

“A little drink won’t hurt anybody,”
assured Johnny, “I drink in moderation
anyway.”

“Looks like it.
D

“l can drink, or I can leave it alone,”
Johnny complimented himself.

“And you know what father thinks,”
continued Mabel.

“That’s all right. If he don't like it,
he can lump it. And if he don’t consent
to our marriage, I will run away with
you.”

This was more of Johnny’s diplomacy;
anu, during the course of a few more
meetings in caucus, it was arranged that
they should elope. Johnny, however,
had promised solemnly to quit drinking.
He had promised faithfully also to seek
mployment in their new hunting grounds.
and to remain at work eight hours a day,
six days a week, and the prescribed num-
ber of working days during the year.

And Mabel hung the cloak of her en-
tire future on the loose pegs of these
promises.

The elopement took place on schedule
like the hanging of a criminal, a few
moments before the departure of the
train for the east at midnight. They
had six hours of darkness as a start be-
fore the village awoke to the fact of the
elopement., But by this time the fugi-
rives had criss-crossed like a fox and
had made good their escape. They went
away east and nobody knew where they
had gone to.

John threw a fit when he was forced
to accept the unbelievable truth, and the
whole town had the laugh on him, he had
been so sure of the ground under his
feet. He had to dispose of the building
lot and offer the honeymoon asset to the
highest or any tender.

And oh, how sister did rub it in!

(Next story “Anthropoidea,” Chapter
V. of the Fifty-fifties.)
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A Corner for Junior

Readers

By Annie Margaret Pike
CHAPTER VI.
Mr. Bevington-Smith

Denny made ithe acquaintance of Mr.
Bevington-Smith at a birthday party at
the Flynns.

Mr. Bevington-Smith was Alired Flynn’s
godfather. To be correct, Alfred Francis
Theodore Fivnn's godfather; the Francis
Theodore being Mr. Bevington-Smith’s
names, tco. The old gentleman used all
three name in speaking of an’l to his
godson. Alf. had onee ventured to pro-
test, but had been met with a“Tut, Tut!”
ard told “Thesce are your baptismal
names, my dear godson, and very good
names they are. By all means make use
of them,” and of course he himself con-
sistently went on setting Alf. the ex-
ample.

As he shook his head two or three
times during the conversation his large
and ill-fitting brown wig slipped to one
side, a circumstance that did not discon-
cert him in the least.

The Donnellys and Flynns had pews in °

the Harold’s Cross Church, but Mr. Bev-
ington-Smith was a regular attender ai
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, which was with-
in easy walking distance of his home.

Mr. Le Page, the Cathedral organist,
from whom Robert took lessons, wished
the boy to hear some special music he
had arranged for a particular Sunday, so
Robert asked his father's permi&sion that
he and Denis might go there that day.

As they were leaving the Cathedral
they caught sight of Mr. Bevington-Smith
and he of them.

He insisted that they should all three
walk together as far as George's Street,
where the boys could get the tram.

It was not their nearest way home,
but neither of them liked to risk annoy-
ing the old gentleman by saving so. As
things turned out they devoutly wished
they had parted company with him at
the Cathedral door.

It was one of Mr. Bevington-Smith's
habits to wear elastic-sided boots. They
were easier to pull on and off thair those
that laced or buttoned. Perhaps he may
have been a little vain of his small feet:
they were certainly unusually small for
a man: but whether his boots really were
too small for him or simply too new for
comfort, he had not gone many vyvards
when he stopped. pulled them off, pro-
duced a cake of soap from his pocket,
rubbed his stockinged feet with it. and
pulled on the boots again.

The dispersing congregation continued
to di:perse, but many furtive glances
were cast at the trio. Robert and Denis
felt distinetly uncomfortable.

After that all went well until they
reached Dame Street. Mr. Bevington-
Smith had anecdotes to tell. and the
bovs were beginning to forget their dis-
comfort whe with the remark, “This is
i ’.1-“' rable!™ he stopped again, and again
vulled off the offending

boots.
- This time he ‘made no attempt to put
¢“m on, but carried them, cne on each
ana
He has been discoursiy of the latest
shions sumer suitings, and on re-
iming the 1! 1S eye caught sight
tha ey o \ llow and: very
laml ' outside a large tailor-
£ a ( =tablishment
He stood <tocl till 1

0 assure the boyvs

undoubtedly copied from a

1n

voung sheep, and was put there to show
the origin of the tweeds on szle inside.
“How inva uabie and how happy,” said
he, pointing dramatically to it with his
booted right hand, “are tie bootless four-

_footed!”

At this opportune moment Robert and
Denis were thankfu! to see their tram
coming. and lifting their hats to their
companion, mwade haste io beard it and
escape.

CHAPTER V!
What Ailed the Finger?

Although ilerny was ner favorite,
Bridget took care that he -houni! not think
he had vested rights in her kitche:
when he appeared at the door one Satui-
day atterncen she prompily toid him o
be off to his piano practising.

His mother had goze to spend an hour
or two with her invalid neighbour after
setting Lenry -io his half-hour of scales
Ang exercises.

= SO
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Denny had sense enough not to argue
with Bridget, so he returned to the de-
serted pianc, aad for a while scales and
exercises were the only sounds to be
heard in the quiet hceouse.

Then came a short pause, then more
scales and ex~reises, a longer pause, a
few random no‘es, and then Lenny’s face
peered in at the Kkitchen door azain.

“Bridget, me jewel,” he said, “have ye
such a thing as a bit of rag?”

By this timre he was standing beside
the table where Brid~et was making pies,
but she might have been peeling turnips
for anvthing [’enny appeared to notice.

His facesgshowed no interest whatever,
and he held one of his fingers wrapped
in his handkerchief.

“Sure 1 have s0,” repliel she, taking
a strip from the contents of the rag bag
and giving it to him.

Penny thankel her, and, turninz his
back to the pastry-making, with a show
of sublime indifference, went to the sink
and let cold water run on his
before he slowly bound it un.

“Did ve cut yourself wid the ould jack-
Knite?” asked Bridget.

“Sorra a cut,” said Denny, “but I'm
thinking maybe I'm getting a wart.”

This was a subject, as he well knew,
on which Bridgot loved to hold forth: so,
aithough he made a feint of opening the
door to go out of the kitchen. he was
quite ready for Bridget’s invitation to sit
down and she’d tell him what
it.

finger

to do for

“Me step-uncle’s gran’mother,” said she,
“was a great ould body for curin’ warty
hands.” .

“How did she do it, Biddy?”

You could not have t1old from Dennv’s
manner that pies were within a mihfm'
him.

“An’ this is how she done it:” with a
flourish of the rolling-pin. that was not
meant as an illustration bu¢ merely to
impress what followed. :

“She had a bit of the skin of a five-
futted pig. and she left it for a night on
the turf-rick in a new moon. and thin she
wrapped it in a paper she'd begged from
the priest's housekeeper, and laid it in
the hole in the wall where she did be
Keepin® her rosary of pink boeads: an’
whin annyone came to her for a cure
she'd rub the warts wid the pig skin, and
tell them 1o walk backwards to-the end of
the boreen, and then they should turn
constabulary was afther
nor nigh the
a twelvemonth.”

“How much did they pay her, Biddv?"

an’ run as'if the
thim, and not to come next
place again for

pa

asked the shrewd Denis.
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“Bedad thin, it was nothing but a trifle
oi six potatoes for every wart.”

“Have you anything like it yourself?”
asked Denis, artfully leading up to the
real object of his visit. »

“An I have not. More’s the pity, but
I was manin’ to tell you to ask your Ma
to put a drop of acetic acid on it.”

“But she’s out at the Flynn’s’” said
Denny, and then added, “perhaps an oven-
tester would do me good while I'm wait-
ing for her.”

Now Bridget was very particular to
have her oven at exactly the right heat
when she baked pies, and her custom was -
to try it with a small piece of pastry be-
fore putting them in, an “oven-tester” as
Denny called it.

There was a beauty in Bridget’s hand.

“Just put a sprinkle of sugar on it
ravourneen,” said Denny coaxingly; and
what could Bridget do but humour him?

If the fact that there was no wart on
Denny’s finger next day proves anything,
we are justified in saying that to eat
“oven-testers” is at least as good a cure
as rubbing with the famous bit of pig
skin.

The Lady of the White

Silence

Lovers of the beautiful would read
with joy “The Lady of the White Silence”
by Mrs. Alice M. Winlow, which appeared
in a recent number of “The Canadian
Magazine.”

Mrs. Winlow is a prismatic artist and
radiates color. Her flower-studies in
water-colors are delicate and dewy; her
piano playing of modern impressionistic
music shows a keen perception of color
values; in literature she creates an at-
mosphere of color by a deliberate choice
of ideas and words.

In “The Lady of the White Silence”
the author has given us a picture in white
and silver. The imagery is elusive as
“the filmy shimmering of a dragon-ii 'S
wings.” And this quotation “The silver
flutes made me think of a garden of white
hyacinths in the dusk” illustrates '€
rhythm of the prose.

In the climax the black velvet dral
throwing into vivid and luminous r¢
the purity of the statute, which is an -
terpretation of Beethoven’s ‘“‘Appass
ata” Sonata, is a symbol of the er’
story.

We may look to Mrs. Winlow for
usual stories for she has an unusual ¢
look upon life.

- NOW, as you lay this issue down.
will you PLEASE check your RE-
NEWAL DATE, and also CON-
SIDER listing friends?




We are Agents for

Waterman Waterbury Steel
Seamless Furnaces

(See Illustration)

also Gurney, Sunbeam and Fawcett
All Cast Furnaces

564 Richards Street Seymour 1784

When Buying
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Do not accept substitutes
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THE BRAND

FINEST QUALITY

VANCOUVER, B. C.

FOR A
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J. McTaggart & Son Ltd.

767 Robson Street
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Pass On Your Copy!

As noted elsewhere, we are seeking to expand
the usefulness of this Magazine. If you ap-
preciate its attitude towards the British Empire,
Canadian and "Community’ affairs; its articles
on, or criticisms of, Social Educational, Literary
and other questions, will you please mention it
and them among your friends, and pass on
your copy’ Or, better still,

FASE - YOUT | il(ll(l‘\"“‘

in Canada. the United States, or anywhere 1n
the British Empire. By our direct-by-mail op-
tion, you may at this time have TWELVE
ISSUES MAILED FOR ONE DOLLAR.
Even if you are sending other gifts, 1s it not well
worth while to have the BRITISH COLUM-
BIA Monthly Magazine sent to them direct.
You do well to let your Magazine interest
begin at Home, but—it need not stop there!
(Co-operate with us as we seek to do our bit to—
)
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