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DEDICATION.

TO

the beautitful Island of Jersey, my native land.
TO

my Christian parents to whom I owe my early Chris-
tian training.
TO
Canada, my adopted country,
TO
the faithful companion of my life.

TO

the Methodist Church for a place in the Christian
ministry of the Montreal conference in the Province
of Quebec,

I dedicate this book.

EpwaArp DE GrucHY,




PREFACE.

The author of this brief work has repeatedly felt
the need of presenting to our growing generation a
succinct account of the varied changes through which
the Christian Church has passed.

He believes the mind grasps such a subject all the
more readily if accompanied by historical charts such
is he has personally prepared; by these and by divers
signs the events impress themselves more deeply in
the memory of the reader, and a more easy demon-
stration is given of the great changes and errors which
have crept in the Church.

The Roman Because of
Catholie in the R
Historian.

the plea of immutability
omish Church, her histo-
rians, at the outset, must change
the twelve apostles to twelve bishops: and the seventy
disciples into as many priests, and divide Christendom
in twelve dioceses and these into seventy parishes,
and place the bishopric of St. Peter at Rome—all this
to harmonize their histories to the claims of the spir-
itual and temporal power of the Church of Rome,
vested in St. Peter and his successors.

The The teachings of the Gospels, which
Protestant are the basis and the rule of faith
Historian. in the Christian Church, show forth

the twelve apostles and the seventy disciples, as bish-
ops and pastors: commissioned to preach the Good
News throughout the world and to all the human
race; these disciples of the Lord were to be considered
as brothers in love and of equal rank,
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The Church A1 indubitable fact stares us in the
S B 3asord. face; the Church of Rome has no
resemblance to the Church of apos-
tolic times. Evidently she has been led astray in
teaching and putting into practice that which is an-
tagonistic to the Gospel; and the organization, self-
styled Christian, that neither teaches nor follows the
teachings of Jesus Christ and the apostles, cannot be
the Church of Chrst.

The author will strive to answer the “when, why
and how” the Church of Jesus Christ has become the
Church of Rome., The mutations within the Church
did not occur by leaps and bounds, but insensibly and
gradually.

Often objects cast their shadows before them, or
again, when a definite cause operates: a definite result
is looked for; it is just what took place with the
Church.

At first mutations were slight and apparently as
harmless as they were insignificant, but it was soon
to be different, these changes becoming powerful
means in Satan’s hands to thwart the purpose of God
for his Church.

Satan would rather see changes roll on leisurely
and naturally, so as not to evoke suspicion of danger
ahead. Alas, we are sobered up when that which
was insignificant has become stupendous: the weak-
ling, a giant; and the harmless, death-producing.

Then like the spies of old: sent by Moses into
Canaan, we tremble before the task assigned us.
Numbers 13: 34. Let us then be taught hefore it be
too late.

We chall proceed, dear friends, with the aid of signs
and fieures, to wend our wav through the centuries,
beeinnine at the fountain-head, Jesus Christ.

But it behooves us to usher in the new dispensa-
tion hv looking for a moment at the symbols of the
old disnensation: for the influence of the latter has
been great on the former.
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Judaism, slavishly bound to the letter
Ten of the ten commandments, would
Commandments. 1ot see that all these were in spirit
included in the love to God and to the neighbor; and
the Jew would not see that the fulfilment of these two
commandments portended the fulfilment of the whole
decalogue,
The “tables of stone” on which were engraven the
ten commandments were depositeda in the Temples
and were read every Sabbath day. Acts 13, 21; 15, 2I.

The “Temple” was the House of God,

The Temple.  the place where God’s people con-

gregated to render him worship,
and there read God’s messages to them as contained
in the Old Testament. It was here that the elated
Pharisee and the despised publican met together.
Luke 18: 11-14. It was whence that Jesus cast the
buyers and the money changers. John 2: 14-16.

In this temple there was an altar upon which the
high priest offered the spotless victim as an atone-
ment for the sins of the people. Leviticus 16.

St. Paul says, in speaking of the Jews, that their
understanding was veiled whenever they read the
Old Testament, but when they shall be converted
the veil shall be removed. TI. Corth. 3: 14-15.

But both the influence of Judaism and Paganism
exert an action in the New Dispensation. We sym-
bolize Paganism by an idol.

With the exception of the Jews, all
the nations were plunged in the
great darkness of an intense idol-

atry. These benighted peoples made for themselves

all manner of gods, and believed in all sorts of illu-
sions, St. Paul relates how a certain Demetrius, who
made golden shrines of Diana at Ephesus, opposed
his preaching and denunciation of idolatrv. Deme-

The
Pagan Idol.
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trius, facing financial ruin, said to the people: “There
is not only danger for our craft, but lest the worship
of the mighty Diana be made to fall,” and the pas-
sions of the people were aroused, and they clamored:
“Great is the Diana of the Ephesians.,” Acts 19:
24-27.

In dismissing both Judaism and Paganism we will
often recall to memory these words of the Gospel:
“Who, though dead, yet liveth,” for their influence
will be noted in our peregrinations through history.

THE AUTHOR.

In vain with lavish kindness
The gifts of God are strewn,
The heathen in his blindness
Bows down to wood and stone;
Can we, whose souls are lighted
With wisdom from on high,
Can we to men benighted

The lamp of life deny.




TO OUR READERS.

This book is not intended for the highly educated
people, men of culture and of great learning, but it
1s intended for the young people, the rising generation.
Therefore, it ought to be introduced in all the Christian
homes and Sunday-school libraries of our church in
the Dominion of Canada.

[f sympathy based on ignorance expose one to be
blindly and easily led astray from the path of truth
and righteousness, the knowledge acquired by the
reading of this book would have the effect of changing
the sympathy into pity, which would be to them a
safeguard against the good-appearing influences which
in the end are bad and misleading.



CONSULTATION.

The writer is indebted to a good many authors of
Ecclesiastical History, especially to Mosheims Eccl
History by J. S. Ried, Elliott’s Delineation of Roman-
ism, Gibbon’s History of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, Kurtz's Church History, Histoire
des Dogmes de I'Eglise Chrétienne, par Frangois
Boniface; Histoire de la Reformation, par J. H. D’-
Aubigné, D.D.; Histoire de I'Eglise, par E. Guers;
Histoire de I’Eglise, par Bonnefon; Histoire de
I’Eglise, par M. 'Abbé Chapiat; Histoire de I’Eglise,
par M. 'Abbé Drioux; Manuel Liturgique Roman,
par Lerosy, prétre; Histoire Eccl.,, par '’Abbé Rivaux




NOTICE.

An accurate date of the changes through which
the church has passed cannot be well ascertained.
Some cuurch historians date the events from the time
they were mentoned, others from the time they were
practiced, and others still irom the time they were
received by the authority of .“e church,

..o following table can be ren. ' upon as to

€< | 89
| k 2 =8 | 279
Dogmas, ceremonies and religious <9 | Ba
practices. 9% ! 83
o o8
1 Praycr for the dead.. .. .. .. .. ..about 200 | 53
2 | The sign of the cross.. .. - 25 | 400
3 | The first visible traces of sllpl(lll ey “ ) |
4 | Worship of saints and angels.. .. o 350 633
5 | Worship of the Virgin \Imy (called |
| the Mother of God).. .. 4 300 4.
6 | Worship of images.. .. .. .. .. .. *“ 400 | 683
7 | Private confession.. . - 440 | 682
8 | Priests dressing dlﬁelellt!y fmm 'hL |
| laymen. . 1 500
9 | Penance added to lh(‘ Smramtms Ml SR B T
10 | kxtreme unction.. .. .. .. .. .. * 530 | 1160
11 | Auricular confession.. .. .. .. .. “ 530 | 121%
12 | Scapulary.. .. il 535
13 | Procession before the plwnu oY 535 |
14 [ Purgatory introduced.. .. .. .. .. “ 508 | 1430
15 | Popery fully established.. .. 2 606 |
16 | Mary called the Queen nf Heaven.. | 607 |
17 [ Abstinence from meats (fish pcr— | |
| mitted). . “ | 653 |
18 | The Pope called Vica: arius I'1Il| Dei.. “ | 752
19 | Transubstantiation. . . “ | 830| 1218
20 | All Saints’ day.. “ | 83y
21 | Assumption of thc \lr;zm \Tarv “ 1 868 |
22 | Worship of St. lrmph TS N A
23 | Baptism of bells. . i e O T N




NOTICE xi
g | 8
: s 25| £
Dogmas, ceremonies and religious g | B 2
practices, 32 i v8
agla*
24 | Canonization of saints.. .. o
25 | Adoration of the hmt in lmnce % 113080
26 | The bread exchanged for the wafer “ | 1050 | 1200
27 | The dogma the Church infallible... “ | 1076
28 | Celibacy obligatory for the priest.. “ | 1079
20 | The use of the beads (Rnsnry) o “ | 1000 | 1209
30 | Immaculate conception. “ | 160 | 1854
31 | The seven sacraments.. . | 1160 | 1547
32 | Sale of indulgences by the pmst .| 1190 |
33 | The feast of God (Corpus Christi).. “ | 1264 | 1310
34 | The procession of the host.. w1y
35 | The cup of wine denied to the 1111\ “ 11418 |
36 | The sacrifice of the mass.. .. .. “ | 1548
37 | Roman traditions placed on the same |
| level as the Holy Snnpturm S
38 | Infallibility of the pope.. .. .. .. .. “ 1870

In 95 A.D., John the Apostle returned from the
Isle of Patmos and came to Ephesus, where he ga-
thered together the writings of the Apostles.

Since then the church has added dogmas, cere-
monies, and religious practices not to be found in
Holy Scriptures, and most of them contrary to sal-
vation by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. And yet
the church claims having never changed, and that
its teachings are the true doctrines of Jesus Christ,

Matthew, 15, 6. “And ye have made void the word
of God because of your traditions.”

Jesus Christ

The Light, the Way,
The Truth, the Life.
said:
John, 18, 36: “My kingdom is not of this world.”

Rom. 14, 17: “For the Kingdom of God is not
eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace.”




BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE
AUTHOR’S LIFE,

The Rev. Edward de Gruchy, the author of this
work, was born in the Island of Jerscy, in the year
1850, of Protestant parents and active members of
the Methodist Church. Romanism was then little
known in the Channel Islands.

When fourteen years of age he was led to accept
Christ as his Saviour, and two years later, he taught
a Sunday-school class, and a year later, with three
other young men, he, in turn, led cottage prayer-
meetings in different parts of the Island.

At the age of eighteen he came to Canada, to find
himself, for the first time, in the midst of a large
French Roman Catholic population. The impression
made was deep; on the one hand, the splendid
churches, presbyteries and nunneries, and 'on the
other hand, the diminutive and poor dwellings of
an ignorant people, evincing a religious fervor almost
unbounded as he saw them flock early to church,
and, on entering, make the sign of the cross with
a finger dipped in holy water of the fount; then kneel,
facing the altar, and then taking their seats, to be-
come engrossed in voluble prayers at the cadence of
beads.

Upon the gorgeous altars, he saw lit tapers, statues,
crucifixes and other ornaments, and the red light f
the sanctuary ever glimmering in the centre; he saw
the priests and the surpliced choristers, chanting,
praying in all intonations; kneeling, standing in di-
verse positions or throwing incense to the priests or
congregation,

The novelty of this kindled his sympathy as well
as his curiosity; he was led to examine seriously the
doctrines and ceremonies of this imposing and for-
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midable system. The more he learned and compared
Romanism to the true teaching of the Gospels, the
more he became convinced that the Roman Catholic
Church was in gross error, and his sympathy was
turned to pity for these poor deluded people.

The Roman Catholic faith is simply a belief in
God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, to which faith
must be added works by which a man may merit
heaven. But of such faith, it is said in James 2, 17:
“The devils also believe and tremble,” and of such
works it is said in Ephesians 2: 8, 9: “Not by works,
lest any man should boast, for by grace are ye saved
through faith.”

In 1870, the Rev. Ed. de Gruchy was received a
member of the Methodist Church in the city of Que-
bec, and was licensed as a local preacher. In 1872
he entered the ministry of the Methodist church, and
labored in the Roxton and Bolton French missions.

In Bolton, during two weeks of special meetings
attended by English and French people, the Revs,
William Scales and Edward de Gruchy saw their
labors blessed, and twenty English and nine French
people were received into the church.

In 1875, he entered the Wesleyan College, and, one
year later, on the completion of his ecclesiastical
course, he was ordained in June (1876), at the con-
ference in the city of Quebec.

During his stay in the city of Montreal, while prose-
cuting his studies, he gave his attention to mission
work, and on Sunday he hewu French services in a
building called St. Lawrence school-house, corner of
St. Charles Borromee and Dorchester streets.

The need of a French missionary was brought
hefore the authorities of the church, who invited. the
Rev. L. N. Beaudry to take charge of the French
work, and the Rev. Ed. de Gruchy became his as-
sistant for one year.

During the year, he married Miss Celina Racicot,
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a member of a family who had leit the Church of
Rome, and among the first to come to the light of
the Gospel in the Province of Quebec. In 1878, he
took charge of the Roxton French mission, and, un-
der his pastorate, there was built a parsonage and
extensive repairs to the church were made. On the
occasion of the re-opening of the church, special
services were held under the combined efforts of
Revs. L. N. Beaudry, Daveneau, and the pastor, and
a number of people were added to the church as a
result.

In 1881, while he and his family were absent for
a day or two, both the parsonage and the church
were burned to ashes, and to the present day the
cause of this fire is shrouded in obscurity.

With the exception of an organ and a few books,
the family lost all they had.

South Roxton was an English field; the congrega-
tion met in an old school-house; it gave place to a
neat little church, and, through the efforts of the pas-
tor, the congregation steadily increased.

In 1882 he was stationed in Acton Vale village
where he labored successfully for a number of years.
Here he secured a large building to be used as a
parsonage and church combined.

In 1886 this building was used as the Girls’ French
Institute, and Rev. Ed. de Gruchy became its prin-
cipal.

One of the appointments of this mission field be-
came very important, namely, St. Theodore; where a
number of Roman Catholic families became Protest-
ant, and among these a few very influential families
of the village. There was soon felt the need of a
church, so, after holding meetings in private houses,
a church was built and organized. A school-house
was also erected and a good day-school established.

This church became the best appointment of all
French Methodist missions in the Province of Que-
bec at the time. Thirteen families were connected
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with it, giving a total membership of fo:ty-five adults
with as many children attending the day and Sunday-
schools, Though a number of families have moved
away from the place since, yet this mission is one of
the best and most prosperous missions of the French
work of the Methodist church.

In 1888, by order of the conference, he was called
to take charge of the First I'rench Methodist church
in the city of Montreal, and to which he has given
his faithful services for ten consecutive years. Each
year some new families were added to the church,
but because of so many departures, the membership
was not very large,

If death was the only cause of the removal of our
members on our city appointments, our congrega-
tions would quickly double their membership, and
our places of worship would be filled.

In 1898 he took charge of the West End French
mission, where for years the congregation had been
worshipping in a very old chappel. The latter was
sold, and, by the kind aid of the Missionary Society,
new buildings were erected. There now stands, near
the corner of Delisle and Atwater avenues, a beauti-
ful stone church and parsonage. In the rear, there
are very fine school rooms, and, from fifty to sixty
children are attending the day-school.

The Rev. Ed. de Gruchy is now the oldest French
missionary in the active work in the Methodist church
in Canada.
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INTRODUCTION.

The Rev. E. de Gruchy has conceived an excellent
plan of presenting, as he says, in “panoramic” form
the leading facts of Church History. In his work as
a French Missionary, he has frequent opportunities of
historical discussion, and, I have had much satisfac-
tion in knowing that he has been pursuing his reading
with both Roman Catholic and Protestant authorities,
and these of recognized merit. No one should en-
gage in historical controversy without studying every
phase of the question at issue. There is, altogether,
too little reading of Protestant and Roman Catholic
history. Probably the converse is also true.

I have not had the pleasure of perusing the Author’s
manuscript, but I have listened with much interest
to the plan he has outlined. I remember with satis-
faction his diligence as a student of my own in Church
History twenty-six years ago. As a minister of good
standing he has readiness of language, a warm tem-
perament and a spirit of deep Christian sympathy,
excellent qualities for imparting instruction. T trust
his historical work may have a wide and beneficient
influence.

WiLrLiam J. SHAW.
Wesleyan College, Montreal.




The Chuch of Christ,

Historical Summary of the Christian Church
in the First Century.

THE APOSTOLICAL ERA.

The first century of our era is the greatest and the
most incomparable, as it ushers the greatest event
in all the world’s history.

The mysterious advent cf Jesus Christ, his life and
death, were promised, described and foretold during
4,000 years.

\ star suddenly shone in the firma

Jesus y ) o
Basn in ment, and by it the wise men of the
Batslahim [Last wend their way to Bethlehem,

whilst in its neighborhood, amid ce
lestial singing, a throng of angels say to the shepherds
guarding their flocks: “This is God’s good appointed
time, and this day in the city of David, a Christ, Lord
and Saviour is born unto us,” Luke 2: 11. And eight
days after, the child was c'rcumcised, and was called
Jesus. Luke 2: 21,

A few days later, behold, Joseph, Mary and the child
Jesus going to Egypt at night and by stealth, An
angel of the Lord had appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said: “Arise, take the little child and its mothe:
and flee into Egypt, and abide there till the death of
Herod.” But they did not remain there very long, as
Herod died but a few weeks after their departure.
Matthew, chap. 2.

They returned to Galilee, and settled in the city of
Nazareth, where the child Jesus grew and was full
of wisdom, being cognizant not only of things about
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him, but of the peculiar relations that bound him to
God, his father. lLuke 2: 40-52.

Outwardly nothing differentiated him from other
children of his age, unless it were the perfect accom-
plishment of his duties and his submissiveness to his
parents. He is believed to have grown and to have
worked in his foster-father’s workshop. Luke 2: 51,

Jesus At the age of twelve, being present
in 5o with Joseph and Mary at the Pass-
over in Jerusalem, going to the
temple, he sat in the midst of the
doctors, in turn listening and plying questions and

Temple.

answers that evoked admiration.  There proceeded
from his person a ray of that Divine light that en

g
lightens all men coming into the world, and Jerusalem
was the first to sec it. But to the gentle upbraiding
of his mother for his absence, he answers by these
profoundly significant words: **Are you not aware
that I must be mindiul of my Father's busines
He returned forthwith with his parents to Nazareth,
and at thirty years of age, he left his widowed mother
to devote himself to his mission. Luke 2: 49.

\s John the Baptist was but the friend of the bride-
groom, Jesus was the bridegroom himseli, and, when
the latter cometh, the glory of the friend will he
eclipsed by that of the bridegroom, so that it ma:
stand unrivalled. John had said: “Te must wax,

a

whilst I decrease.” ,"’I]” 3: 30.
The The baptism of Jesus was destined to
Baptism of solemnly inaugurate his ministry,
Tuatii Bhelit; As a typical high priest, he would

receive at the hands of John that
which Aaron and his sons had received at the hands
of Moses, as seen in Exodus 40: 12: “Then

: thev
shall cause Aaron and his sons to draw nigh to the

door of the tabernacle and shall cleanse them (i. e
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baptise) with water.” Thus Jesus was not baptized,
as a great many Dbelieve, because of repentance and
faith, but to show forth to Israel that he was fulfilling
the law in regard to the high priesthood, in which he
was now entering. Matth. 3: 13-17.

The Straightway aiter his baptism, Jesus
Temptation of Was led up of the Spirit into the
Jesus Christ.  desert to be tempted. Here in se-

clusion he could all the better medi-
tate on his great mission. Absorbed in his thoughts,
and in dlose touch with the Father, he is forgetful of
his own bodily wants, and after a fast which did not
only exclude fresh meats, he was enhungered. It
was then that the Tempter in vain endeavored to tempt
him; Jesus obtained an easy victory. Wherein the
first Adam failed the second triumphed. Matth. 4:
I-11.

His For the next three years we shall find
Ministry. Jesus always engaged with his
Father’s business.  On his return
from the desert, John the Baptist points Jesus out to
two of his own disciples, and forthwith they left him
to follow Christ. One of these was Andrew, who in
turn brought Peter to the Master. Then Jesus called
Philip to him and Philip brought Nathanael. These
were the first disciples. John 1: 35-47.

The Events were precipitating, and only
Marriage three days had elapsed when we
Feast at Cana. Mcet Jesus with his disciples
among the invited guests at a mar-
riage feast at Cana. The supply of wine having
failed, Jesus bade them fill six stone vessels, and
then said: “Bear unto the ruler of the feast,” an
when he had tasted the water changed into wine, he
eulogizes it to the bridegroom as superior to that
used at the commencement of the feast, contrary to
custom. John 2: 1-10. '
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A little later, we find Jesus in the temple casting out
with a scourge of cords, the buyers and sellers anl
money changers, overthrowing their tables, and say-
ing: “Take these things hence, and make not my
Father’s house a house of merchandise.” John 2:

13-16.

A little later, Jesus, passing through
Samaria, sat by Jacob’s well. A
woman of Samaria came to draw

water, and Jesus said, “Give me to drink,” but she

did not accede to his request on the plea of national

aversion. And yet Jesus seized the occasion to speak

of the living waters of Grace, and announced himself
as the Messiah, and bringing conviction to ‘this
woman, many in Samaria believed in Him. John

4: 1-20. '

Jacob's
Well.

Shortly after this Jesus, being on the

“lount Mount of Olives, was teaching his

of Olives. disciples; then he made a leper
clean and healed the centurion’s

servant, the step-mother of Peter, and cast out two

devils. Mark 1: 31-45.
The Miracle \When the people had followed Jesus

of the into a desert place, near Bethsaida,
Loaves he would not dismiss them fasting,
and Fishes. and so asked his disciples: “how

many loaves have ye?” and they answered: “There
is a lad here who hath five barley loaves and two
fishes, but what are these for so many?’ Then Jesus
commanded them that all should sit down by com-
panies upon the green grass. And about five thou-
sand men sat down, besides women and children.
Tesus took the loaves and fishes, and, look'ng up to
heaven, he blessed and brake the loaves, and the dis-
ciples set them before them, and all did eat and were
filled, and thev took un twelve basketfuls of the
broken pieces that remained over. John 6: 1-13.
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The On another occasion, we ﬁnd Jesus, ac-
Blind Man companied by his disciples, stopped
Cured. on the way by a blind man eager 10

be cured. Jesus had compassion on
him, and having made clay of the spittle, he anointed
his eyes with the clay, and bade him, “go, wash in
the pool of Siloam,” and he came seeing. John 9: 1-7.

]

The A few days later we witness a most
Resurrection of touching scene. A close friend of
Lasarus. Jesus had just died, and as Jesus

was going to the house of his de-
ceased friend, Martha and Mary, his sisters, came
to meet him, expressing their regret at his absence
thus: “If thou hadst been here, our brother had not
died.” Jesus seeing them weep, groaned in the spirit
and was troubled, and said, Where have ye laid him?
They said unto him, Lord, come and see. Jesus
wept. The Jews therefore, said: Behold how he loved
him! Then, coming to the cave against which lay a
stone, Jesus saith, Take ye away the stone, and hav-
ing prayed with uplifted eyes to his Father, he cried
with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And the
dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave-
clothes, and his face was bound with a napkin, and
Jesus saith unto them, Loose him and let him go.
John 11: 1-44.

Zacchaeus. A little while later Jesus was passing
through Jericho, and people throng-

ed to see him, and behold a man called Zacchaeus,
the chief publican, a man of means, but of little sta-
ture, being unable to see him, ran on before and
climbed up to a sycamore tree. And Jesus coming
this way, looked up and called to him: Zacchaeus,
make haste, and come down; for to-day I must abide
at thy house. And he made haste and came down,
and received him joyfully. Luke 19: 1-6.
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Peter's As Jesus was going by the way with
Confession. his disciples;, he inquired, “what do

men say that I am?” And they
answered, “Some say that thou art John the Baptist;
others that thou art Elias, Jeremiah, or some other
prophet.” And he queried again, “Whom say ye that
I am?” And Simon Peter, said, “Thou are Christ, the
Son of God.” And Jesus saith, “Thou are blessed,
Simon, son of Jonas, for these things were not re-
vealed unto thee by flesh or blood, but by my
Father, who is in heaven. And I say that thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against her.”
Matth. 16: 15-19.

The This was the first mention made by

Chunh: Jesus of his church. He meant,

“I shall build my church upon thy

faith, and because of thy confession, therefore, they

that shall believe in me and shall confess me as thou
hast done, shall be part and parcel of my church.’

The Twelve 1he number of the disciples was in-
Apostles. creasing day by day. The first
among them were humble fisher-
men from the shores of the lake of Galilee. One day,
Jesus chose among his disciples twelve men whom
he called apostles, and conferred upon them the power
of casting out evil spirits and of curing all manner of
diseases and infirmities. They were to be witnesses
of his power and to testify of him before all men.
Matth. 10: 1-4.

The Apostles’ After Jesus had given h's apostles

Mission. adequate instruction, and had es-
tablished their faith, he sent them to preach the Gos-
pel to all men. Mark 16: 15.
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The A few days later, Jesus taketh with
Transfiguration. him, Peter, James, and John, and
bringeth them unto a high mountain,
and in the act of prayer the fashion of his countenance
was altered, and his face did shine as the sun, and
there appeared with him Elijah, with Moses in glory,
and spake of his forthcoming decease. And Peter
spoke to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;
and let us, if thou wilt, make three tabernacles; one
for thee, one for Moses, one for Elijah. Mark 9: 1-5.
Triumphal In a few days again he enters into_
Entry in Jerusalem, riding upon the foal of
Jevusalom. on ass, and a throng went before,
spreading their garments in the
way, or branches which they cut from the trees, and
the people cried, saving: “Blessed is the King that
cometh in the name of the Lord; hosanna to the Son
of David.,” Matth. 21: 1-9.

The The number of hearers had greatly
Seventy increased, and crowds almost al-
Disciples. ways followed him; out of these he

selected seventy disciples, whom he
sent by twos to preach the good news and perform
miracles. The number of the apostles was to bear
relation to the tribes of Israel, whilst the number of
the disciples was supposed to have relation to the
seventy pagan nations of the world; and so a larger
field was opened up, and salvation was to be offered
to the whole world. TLuke 10: 1-11,

The Retura After a trial mission Jesus is agan

of the surrounded by his beloved disciples,
Disciples. who joyfully acknow lulgm thc nu\\ er
imparted to them by saving, nrd

(\cn. the demons are subject unto us in Thy name.’
But Jesus said, “Howbeit, in this rejoice not, but re-

joice that your names are written in heaven.” Luke
10-20,
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The Feast As the passover was drawing nigh,
Jesus came to Jerusalem to be pre-
sent with his disciples, and, having
had the feast prepared, they all took
their places around this board, as a spiritnal family,
for the last time. And as they were eat'ng, Jesus
took bread, and blessed, and brake it, and said, *'l'ake,
eat; this is my body; do this in remembrance of me.”
And he took a cup,and gave thanks,and gave it to
them, saying, “Drink ye of it; for this is my blood of
the covenant, shed for you unto the remission of sins.”
Mark 14: 22-23.

Then Jesus arose from the table, and, placing a
girdle around his loins, gave an example of humility
to his disciples by washing their feet. Then Judas
The Traitor. Cit the room, and went away and

communed with the chief priests and
captains, to barter away and deliver his Master unto
them. John 13: 1-5.

of the
Passover.

Gethsemane, Dut Jesus and his di:ciples went out

into the Mount of Olives, and, go-
ing forward a little, about a stone's cast, he fell on
his face, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour
might pass away from him, saying, “Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass away from me: nevertheless,
not as I will, but as thou wilt.” And coming unto
his disciples, he found them sleeping, and saith unto
Peter, “What, could you not watch with me one
hour?”

While yet he spake, a band of soldiers and officers,
armed with swords and staves, came, with Judas, who
betrayed his Master with a kiss, whereupon, they
laid hands on him, and took him. Matth. 26: 3()-45'.
Then all the disciples abandoned him. Jesus was
led to the house of the high priest, but there were
none that gave testimony that entailed the death
penalty. The high priests then asked him, and said
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unto Jesus, “I adjure thee by the living God, that
thou tell us; art thou the Chr.st, the Son of the
Blessed God?” And Jesus sad, "I am.” And the
high priest said, “What further need have we of wit-
nesses?” Matth, 26: 50.

Babes's And Simon Peter followed Jesus, afar

Waniar. off, and, having entered the court

of the high priest, was warming

himself by a fire of coa's, when the maid at the door

asked of Peter, “Art thou also one of this Man's

disciples?” Thus, thrice did he deny his Master; and

the cock crew as Jesus had foretold, and Peter went
out and wept bitterly. Matth. 26: 69-75.

But Jesus was led, bound, into the
Jesus Praetorium, and before Pilate, the
Before Pilate.  ooyernor, and falsely accused by
the chief priests, but he answered
them not, and Pilate marvelled greatly. According
to custom, the prisoner whom the people selected was
released at the passover. Pilate demanded what was
the choice of the people, and it was answered: Bar-
rabas, who was both a seducer and a murderer; at
the same time the people clamored for the death of
Jesus. Pilate knew well that envy had been the mo-
tive of the accusation, and he would release Jesus, but
the people cried vociferously: “Let him be crucified.”
Urged to satisfy popular clamor, Pilate released Bar-
rabas, and, having had Jesus scourged, he delivered
him to be crucified. Matth. 27: 11-26.

Crucifixion 1hen the soldiers took Jesus into the
of Praetorium, and stripping him, put
Jesus Christ. ©n him a scarlet robe, and plaited
a crown of thorns, which they put

upon his head, and a reed in his right hand. And they
kneeled before him, and mocked him, and spat upon
him, and smote him on the head. Then they removed
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his scarlet robe, and took him out to be crucified. And
a certain Simon of Cyrene carried his cross to Gol-
gotha, where they crucified lesus between two thieves.
But Pilate had an inscription made and placed above
his head to mark the cause of his condemnation,
“Jesus, King of the Jews.” Matth. 27: 26-37.

From the ninth hour, there was great darkness upon
the land. Then Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying,
“Eli, Eli, lama Sabachthani?” And Jesus, crying
again with a loud voice, said, “FFather, into thy hands
I commend my spirit,” then, bowing his head, gave up
the ghost. And behold, the veil of the temple was
rent in twain, from top to bottom, and the earth did
quake. Matth. 27: 45-53.

The And Joseph of Arimathaea boldly
Burial of went in unto Pilate, and asked for
Jesus. the body of Jesus, and having em-

balmed him with the help of Nicodemus, he laid him
in a new tomb. Matth, 27: 57-60.

The When the Sabbath was passed, Mary
Resurrection  \[agdalene, and Mary, mother of
of James "and Salome, bringing spices,

Jesus Christ.  came to the tomb when the sun was
risen. And they said, “Who shall roll us away the
stone from the door of the tomb?” but looking up,
they saw that the stone was rolled back. And while they
were perplexed thereabout, they saw a young man ar
rayed in a white robe: and thev were amazed. Dut
he saith unto them, “Be not amazed, Jesus is not here
but he is risen. Go, tell his disciples and Peter, “He
goeth before you in Gililee.”

But they believed not. Jesus, however, showed
himself to two of his disciples on the way to Emmaus;
then to the eleven apostles, permitting Thomas to see
his wounds in hands and side, and to touch them, and
during forty days he communed with his own. to
brace their hope and fortify the'r faith. Matth. 2R:
1-10; John 20: 1-29.
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The Ascension lhen Jesus led his disciples over
of against Bethany, and he opened
Jesus Christ.  their understanding to seize the
meaning of the Scriptures, which
prophesied that the Christ must suffer and die, and
rise from the dead on the third day, and that his Gos-
pel must be preached for the repentance and remis-
sion of sins in his name. Them charged he not to
depart from Jerusalem, but wait the promise of the
Father. And with uplifted hands he biessed them,
and was carried up into heaven, and a cloud received
him out of their sight; while they looked steadfastly,
two men stood by them in white apparel, who also
said, “This Jesus, who was received up from you into
heaven, shall come in like manner as ye beheld him
going into heaven. Acts 1: 1-11,

Christ is gone up; yet ere He passed
From earth, to heaven to reign,

He formed one holy church to last
Till he should come again.

The disciples returned to Jerusalem, and there
abode ini an upper chamber, with the holy women and
the mother of Jesus and his brethren, and continued
steadfastly with one accord in prayer. And they num-
bered a hundred and twenty. Acts 1: 12-15.

The After ten days of expectation, there
Piatsvost. came from heaven a sound as of
rushing of a mighty wind, and it
filled all the house. And there appeared unto them
torigues parting asunder, like as of fire; it sat upon
each one of them. And they were al! filled with the
Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues,
as the Spirit gave them utterance. And a great mul-
titude of foreign Jews assembled, and they spake to
each in his own language: and the people were amaz-
ed, and marvelled; but others, mocking, said. “They
are filled with new wine.” Acts 2: 13.
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But Peter, standing up with the eleven
Peter's spake forth unto them, saiying,
First Sermon. “Give ear unto my words, For

these men are not drunken, as ye
suppose; seeing it is but the third hour of the day,
but this is what hath been spoken by the prophet
Joel.”  Acts 2: 1-16.

“It shall be in the last days, that I will pour forth
of my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy.” He seized this favorable
occasion to give a short account of the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and he concluded his
remarks on the mode of salvation by repentance and
faith in Jesus, the Messiah. Now when the people
heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said
unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren,
what shall we do?” Peter said unto them, “Repent
ye, and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus unto the remiss'on of your sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2: 17-30.

The Holy Ghost on all
Is mightily outpoured,

They then that received his word were baptized;
and there were added unto them in that day about
three thousand souls. DBut after the Pentecost the
thousands of strangers who had visited Jerusalem and
been converted each returned to their respective
countries, so that to answer to the spiritual needs of
these converts the apostles divided the world into
twelve fields of labor. Acts 2: 41-47. ’

Partition of (1) Peter performed his m'nistry in

the World Antioch and in Babylonia.
by the (2) John preached (e Gospel in Asia
Apostles. Minor,

(3) Andrew preached the truth cf the Gospel among
Scythians.
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(4) Philip preached the Word of God in the hinter-
land of Asia.
(5) Bartholomew evangelized Armen.a. :
(6) Matthew proclaimed the Word of God in Persia.
(7) Thomas went to India, to preach the Gospel.
(8) Simon exercised his ministry in Mesopotamia.
(9) Jude preached the Good News in Araba.
(10) Mutthias was allotted Ethioipia for his labors,
(11) James remained in Jerusalem, and both or-
ganized and watched over the Church.

Stesy of After the Pentecost, the disciples hav-
ing increased greatly, it was found
that the apostles had all they could
do to attend to the spiritual needs of the flock, so
they sele | a committee of seven holy men to over-
see the distr.bution of relief in the church. Among
these men, there was a certain Stephen, full of faith
and Holy Spirit, and no one could withstand the
wisdom by which he spake; this and the wonders he
perfermed stirred the people, the elders and scribes,
and they seized him and brought him into the coun-
cil, and set up false witnesses against him. And the
high priests said, “Are these things so?” Stephen
began his apology with a synopsis of the history of
the people of Israel, and ended his discourse by say-
ing, “Which of the prophets did not vour fathers
persecute? and ye have become betrayers and mur-
derers of the Righteous One.”

Now when they heard these things, they gnashed
on him with their teeth. But Stephen being full of
the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven,
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the
right hand of God. Then they rushed upon him with
one accord, and they cast him out of the city, and
stoned him; and the witnesses laid down their gar-
ments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And
as they stoned him, Stephen called upon the Lord,
saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he
kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, “Lord,

Stephen.
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lay not this sin to their charge.” And when he had
said this, he fell asleep. Acts, ch. 6 and 7.
The martyr first, whose cagle eye
Could pierce bevond the grave,
Who saw his Master in the sky,
And called on Him to save.

Paul's Paul, the last of the apostles, was
Conversion; converted in the year 335 of our era,
His and at the ot 35. His con-
Apostleship. version was very noteworthy, in

that he had previously been a great persecutor of the
Church of Jesus Christ.  His unregenerate name was
Saul. One day, Saul, bearing letters from the high
priest unto the synagogues of Damascus, was going
thither that he might bring the disciples bound 10
Jerusalem, when, lo! it came to pass, that, as he drew
nigh unto Damascus, suddenly there shone round
about him a light out of heaven; and he fell upon the
earth, and heard a voice saving unto him, “Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thou me?” And he said, “Who art
thou, Lord?" And the Lord answered, “I am Jesus
whom thou persecutest; it is hard for thee to kick
against the pricks.,”  And Saul arose from the earth,
but he said nothing; and they led him by the hand
into Damascus. And he was three days without
sight, and did neither eat nor diink.

But his strength returned, and having received in-
structicn and imposition of hands of Ananias, he
straightway proclaimed Jesus in the Synagogues ns
the Son of God. And now in turn he preached the
GGospel in Jerusalem, in Arabia, in Asia Minor, in
Macedonia, in Greece and in Rome; whilst inspired
by God’s Spirit, he wrote epistles to the churches
vhich he had founded. Acts 9: 1-22,

Christ’s foe hecomes His soldier,
The wolf destroys no more,
A gentle lamb he enters
The sheepfold by the door.
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Pessecution 1n the year A.D. 43 James was or-

Under ganizing the first church, of which
Herod he became the bishop or pastor.

Then Herod, who had greatly per-
secuted the Church, again began to treat the Chris-
tians harshly. And he klled James, the brother of
[ohn, by the sword. And when he saw that it pleased
the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also, and cast
him into prison. Acts 12: 1-5.

In this year there took l»l;l\'«‘ the coun-
cil of the apostles at Jerusalem. [t
had been called to settle the ques-
tion of circumcision in regard to
converted Gentiles, Some main-

tained that the Gentiles should be circumcised, ac-

cording to the law of Moses, in order to be saved
After a long debate, Peter rose up, and said unto
them, “Brethren, ye know, that a good while ago,

God made choice among you, that by my mouth, the

Gentiles should hear the word of the Gospel and be-

lieve. God bare them witness, giving them the Holy

Ghost, as he did unto us; and he made no distinction

between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith.

Now, therefore, why tempt ye God, that ve should

put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which

neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? Dut we
believe that we shal! be saved through the grace of
the Lord Jesus, in like manner as they. Simon re-
hearsed how God did visit the Gentiles, to take out
of them a people for his name: whilst James saw in
this the fulfilment of these words of the prophets:

“T will build again the tabernacle of David, which is

fallen, T will build again the ruins thercof, that the

residue of men may seek after the Lord, and all the

Gentiles, upon whom my name is called.” At last

it was decided not to require the Gentiles to be cir-

‘cumcised. Acts 15: 1-18,

The Council
of Jerusalem,
A.D. 51.
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The About this time there arose a sect
Nicolaites. called the Nicolaites, Many believ-
A.D. 65. ed that this sect, which became

numerous, had been founded by Nicolas, onc of the
seven deacons of the church, who, falling away from
grace, had given himself to lust, and had accepted the
doctrine of Balaam, which was participation to meat
consecrated toidols. This was the first schism, Apoc.
2: 0-15.

The First [n A.D. 64, Nero was made emperor,

Great and he occupied the throne till 68
Persecution le inaugurated his reign by burn-
Under Nero, ing the city of Rome, to satisfy his

A.D. 64-68. insensate whims. The conflagra
tion lasted six days and seven mnights, during which
women, old men and children fled from the city, rend

ing the air by their lamentations. The number of
those that perished was immense. Nero, in order to
find material for the consuming anger of his people

accused the Christians of be ng the authors of a plot
which they executed by setting fire to the city in
several places. Through this false accusation, ther
fell thousands of Christians, and among these Peter
and Paul both were made martyrs in the year 66 A.D

In the year 70 A.D. that prophecy

The Fall of against Jerusalem was fulfilled,
Jerusalem. which saith, “No stone shall be left
unturned.” Matth. 24: 2. About

this t'me Nero made preparations to take Jerusalem,
and commissioned Vespasian and his son Titus to do
it. The investment of the city had scarcely been in
itiated, when the death of Nero was announced, so
that Vespasian returned to Rome, to be made em-
peror, meanwhile entrusting the reduction of Jeru-
‘salem to his son. Titus chose to abide his time, and
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cutting off all communication, to reduce the city by
famine.

Now, when victuals failed, the people fed upon
weeds, and even wrangled over coarse fodder to eat
it; so that at length the people resorted to cannibal-
ism, and yet people died by thousands, and their
corpses filled the street. Thus was fulfilled ths pro-
phecy of the Lord, “For there shall be great tribula-
tion, such as hath not been from the beginning of the
world.” Everything fell into the hands of the victors
after a terrible conflict and carnage; houses were pil-
laged and demolished; the temple destroyed; and
eleven hundred thousand Jews perished, during this
five vears’ war, and eighty-four thousand were brought
away as captives. Thus ended the Jews as a separate
nation,

The Second Domitian succeeded Titus. In 95 he

Great ordered a second and general per-

Persecution secution against the Christians, and
Under John the Apostle was one of its
Domitian, many victims. For his martyrdom

A.D. 95-96. a both cruel and novel plan had
been devised; he was cast into a chaldron of boi'ing
oil, but, at the great astonishment of all, he was foundl
unharmed upon withdrawal. The prince, believing
that this miracle was the result of sorcery, exiled John
upon the island of Patmos, where he had those re-
markable visions related in the Apocalypse.

The After the death of Domitian, John
Gospels. came back to Ephesus, where he

occupied himself in getting the Gos-
pels together. Having done so he died at the age of
one hundred years; with him there ended, properly
speaking, the period of apostolic succession. :

2
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Peter's Stay of According to Roman Catholi_c church
25 Years history, Peter was twenty-five years
in Mosisd. in Rome as a bishop or pope, Jesus

Christ having chosen him to be his
vicar; further, it is stated that in the year A.D. 66,
St. Linus succeeded him, and that nine months later
St. Clement in turn succeeded St. Linus, and exercised
his ministry for nine.years. Such is the reported
origin of the succession of the popes.

The Right of Under the old dispensation, pri-

Primogenitureship  Mogenitureship was sacred and

(Birth Right). inviolate, and conferred the

authority of the father, a double

share of the father’s goods, and the function of priest,
upon its recipient. Gen. 49: 3; Numb. 8: 14-26.

The Thus the priesthood was conferred up-
Priesthood on Aaron and his lineal descendants,
of Aaron. in the tribe of Levi. Jesus Christ,
as first born, had chosen unto himself twelve apostles,
for whom he evinced great attachment. In his prayer
for them he said, “I pray not that they be taken from
the world, but delivered from its evils.” . John 17: 15.
Now, if we were to admit that Peter had been made
Jesus Christ’s vicar, and visible head of his Church
upon the earth, then upon Peter’s decease his suc-
cessor should have been some one of the apostles
still living, as Andrew, Simon, Philip, Matthew, John,
according to history. Then St. Linus, not being one
of the aposties, could not and should not have had a
claim to apostolic succession so long as some of the
apostles were living. This right, this honor, should
not have passed into the possession of a stranger
until after the demise of the last of the apostles.
Truly, this is how the Church, at its outset, has
been hoodwinked in respect to apostolic succession,
bartering its true succession for popish succession.
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True apostolic succession closes with the last of the
apostles. John d.ed at the close of the first century,
and after him apostolic succession only exists, as
to-day, in its spiritual sense, in all true ministry oi
the Lord.

For argumentation’s sake we have presupposed that
Peter had been in Rome as taught by Komish his-
torians, but now 1 will prove this assumption to have
been false.

Peter Never Neither did the Gosples, codified by
Went John, nor the rest of the New Tes-
t0 Rowie. tament, make any mention of such
an occurrence. \We do find here
that Peter went in turn to Jerusalem, Cesarea, Antioch
and Babylon, whither he staid till the year 52 A.D.;
but there is no mention of Rome. In the year 58
A.D. St. Paul wrote his epistle to the Romans, and
in it makes mention of twenty-five persons to whom
he sends salutations, but never mentions Peter, the
head of the Church at Rome. Can it be possible that
such a man as Paul could have forgotten to send
salutation to Peter, the supposed Pope? Evidently
in the year 58 A.D. Peter had not yet reached Rome.
Rom. 16: 1-24.

In A.D. 61 Paul was in Rome, and while there he
visited the brethren and was visited in turn, but there
is nowhere any mention of Peter, and therefore it
shows he was not in Rome at that date. In 62 and
63 A.D. Paul writes from Rome to Philemon, to the
Ephesians and Colossians, but never sends them the
salutations of Peter. Neither is there any mention
of Peter in his epistles.

In A.D. 66 Paul, hourly expecting his martyrdom
in the city of Rome, writes to Timothy, saying, “At
my first defence, no one took my part, but all forsook
me.” In this moment of trial, where was Peter? The
Roman Catholic clergy say he was in. Rome, but both
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the Gospel and sound judgment belie it. We there-
fore conclude that Peter never went to Rome to exer-
cise the function of bishop or pope in the Church.
I1. Tim, 4: 16.

Immutability 1he Church to the end of the first
of the century kept intact the simplicity
Okurik, of its worship. Each church had

its bishop, who was likewise styled
pastor or elder. There were also deacons and deacon-
esses. The Christians of this epoch observed both the

Sabbath and the first day of the week, in remembrance

of the Lord’s resurrection, for this event had created

such universal joy that the apostles and the faithful
found it convenient to celebrate this glorious event

by observing the first day of the week. Acts 20: 7;

l. Cor. 16: 2; Rev. 1: 10.

The Roman Catholic historians say

Four > - A ¢

Poieh that four popes ucguplcd the See ~0f
i

Rome during the first century: St.

Peter, St. Linus, St. Anacletus, St. Clement. How-

ever, it is admitted that these were none more than

bishops, and that their authority did not exceed that
of the bishops of Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem,

Already do we find contending opin-
ions; some styled themselves fol-
lowers of Paul, others of Apollos,
others of Peter; thus with diversity

of opinion arose a party spirit, and from the latter

schisms, which already mar the history of the Church

at this early date. I. Cor. 1: 12-13.

Among the apostles and disciples the desire for
supremacy was not a complete stranger. One day,
when on the road to Capernaum, Jesus upbraided his
disciples because they contended who should be the
greatest. Again, later, James and John desired to be
seated one on the right, one on the left of Jesus in

The Close
of the
First Century.
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his glory. This had greatly angered the other dis-
ciples. But till now, all were on an equality and
abided together in true Christian brotherhood. Mark
9: 33-36; Matth. 20: 21.

O Lord, the source of light and life,
Thy church with strength renew,
Quiet the angry voice of strife,
All jealousies subdue;
Do thou in ever-quickening streams
Upon thy saints descend,
And warm them with reviving beams,
And guide them to the end.
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Historical Summary of the Christian Church
in the Second Century.

THE AGE OF GREAT PERSECUTIONS BY
ORDER OF PAGAN EMPERORS.

We are now proceeding with our journey, and we
shall meet the following events in tum:

Third The second century was inaugurated
Persecution amidst great persecutions aimed
Trajau, against the Chrisijans, under the
117 A.D. rule of Trajan. During this mon-

arch’s rule, and that of Hadrien, his successor, thou-
sands of Christians, among whom we'e several bish-
ops, suffered martyrdom.

In the year 109 A.D., Alexander was
made bishop of Rome, and the
Roman Catholic historian tells

us that, during his six-year ministry, the use of holy

water, in houses and in places of worship, as a pre-
servative against evil spirits, was instituted. Indeed,
the Church has lost a great deal by not discovering
this secret sooner, as a full century had elapsed and

the Apostles had not reaped its benefit, or why did

God withhold from the first Christians such a bene-

ficient water when it was granted his Church for

all subsequent centuries. This shows the Pagan in-
fluence in the Church, leading it into error.

Alexander,
109 A.D.

oo, In the year 110, Simeon, who had
110 A.D. succeeded James over the Church
or: in Jerusalem, was denounced both

as a Christian and kinsman of Jesus Christ. He was
summoned by tribunals and condemned to die. The
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most studied tortures were used to induce him to
offer sacrifice to idols. He was scourged several
times, until his tired executioners were amazed that
a man of cne hundred and twenty years of age could
bear his torture with so much fortitude. He perished
on the cross.

Sginatles, In thigiycar, Trajan passing through
Antioch, where there was a flour-
116 A.D. A Ay

ishing Christian church, under the
pastorate of Ignatius, summoned the venerable
bishop before him, and, discarding the consideration
due to his age and his position, told him: It is thee,
vile demon, who dares violate my orders.” Ignatius
answered: “He who carries Jesus Christ in his heart
is not a demon.” Trajan retorted, “Then thou be-
lievest that our gods are not in our own heart,” to
which Ignratius replied: “It is an error to give,the
name of gods to the demons whom ye adore; there
is but one God, the Creator of heaven and earth,
and only one Jesus Christ, his Son.” Trajan, vexed
at this steadfastness, condemned him to be taken to
Rome in chains, and to be devoured by wild beasts
at a public spectacle. Upon hearing the sentence,
Ignatius shouted with joy: “I thank thee, Lord, that
I have been found worthy to shed my blood for thy

name's sake.”

Having entrusted his flock to his God, he delivered
himself to the soldiers, by whom he was taken to
Rome and there devoured by wild beasts in the am-
phitheatre in the year 116 A.D.

The amphitheatre had been erected to give to the
Roman populace spectacles of divers forms of con-
tests, especially between man and best; but at the
time of the great Christian persecutions this place
witnessed many scenes of suffering and death. Then
they famished bulls or lions, and on the appointed
day, before immense crowds. these hungry beasts
were let loose upon the Christians within the arena.




|
|
il
|

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Slstas, Upon t.hc death of Alexander, bishop
119 A.D. of lwmt". Sixtus was nominated
and continued nine years to occupy
the See of Rome.
During his ministry, he forbade to all, but espe-
cially to women, to handle the sacred vases; it was
a privilege reserved to ecclesiastics.

In the year 130 Telesphorus was
made bishop of Rome, and it was
he who organized lent. Some men,

desirous cf imitating Christ's life in its literal sense,
went into a desert place and fasted forty days. These
men found ready imitators, and in time their number
became very large. But Lent was not yet compulsory,
for Irenaeus, who lived at the close of the second
century, tells us that opinions were divided concern-
ing its time and duration.

Telesphorus,
130 A.D.

In the vear 135, a certain Barsabas,
who pretended to be the Messiah,
endeavored for a time to draw

Christians to himself, but, failing in this, he turned

against them, and joining hands with the Emperor

Trajan, he pitilessly persecuted and massacred them,

There died, in the space of two years, in battle, nearly

600,000 Jews, besides those who died through hunger,

fire and want. Jerusalem, having been razed to the

ground for the second time, the Emperor founded
it anew. Nothing could be more galling for a Jew
than banishment from their capital. They even were

forced to pay dearly for a permit to visit it once a

year, to moisten with their tears the spot where once

was erected their sanctuary.

Barsabas,
135 A.D.
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Antonius, After the death of Hadrian, his

138 A.D. adopted con Artonius ascended the

throne. On account of some good

qualities, he was surnamed the pious, and he has

left the reputation of having been the most benign
of Roman emperors,

He admired the guiltlessne s and the signal virtue
of the Christians, and towards the latter part of his
life he was favorably disposed to the new religion.
He disapproved of the unjust treatment of which the
faithful were every day the object: so that he wrote
with his own hand to the magistrates in each city
of his dominions, urging toleration, and charging
them to put a stop to persecution evervwhere. Dur-
ing his reign, many philosophers and erudites as
well as men of high station and influence joined the
Church.

Anicetus, Anicetus was chosen in 157 to suc-

157 A.D. ceed Pius as bishop of Rome, and

he occupied his See for eleven vears.

During his term of office, he wrote a c¢'rcular to his
clergy, forbidding the wearing of long hair.

Tertullian, While the blood of thousands of mar-
born 160 A.D. tyrs was being shed, a certain
Tertullian, a man of incomparable

ability, lent his pen to defend the truth. Moved by
the steadfastness of the martyrs, he became a Christian
and was raised to the dignity of bishop of Carthage.
When a great persecution broke out under Septimus
Severus, he wrote consolingly to the martyrs: “O,
blessed martyrs, though your dungeon is dark, ve
are the light of the world: though bound in chains,
ye are free from sin, through God. Ye are captives
in gaols, but freed men in Jesus Christ. The prison
prepares you for the bloody contest; for one does
not sally forth to the fray from a couch of ease; cour-




——

==

%

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

26

age is wetted by asperties, but melts in indolence.
Take courage, ye heralds of the truth; ye are win-
ning glory for yourselves.”

Tertullian was surnamed the defender of the faith.
He was a polemist, writing for Christ'anity and
against Paganism,

Marcus He did not imitate his predecessor,

Aurelius, notwithstanding his good quali-
161 A.D. ties, but opposed Chiristianity, one

of his first political acts being an edict saying: “Hav-
ing learned that the so-called Christians violate our
ordinances, ye are authorized to cause their arrest,
to constrain them to offer sacrifices to our gods; upon
refusal of which let them be made to undergo di-
verse forms of tortures, ¢s would be meet to a stern
justice; making it cease when the crime ceases.”

However, persccution became everywhere exceed-
ingly galling,

Justinius, In the year 140 Justinius met a
167 A.D. Christian old man, who induced
him to read and prayerfully medi-

tate upon the Ho'ly Scriptures,

He read the prophets, and studied especially the
doctrine of Jesus Christ, and was converted.” He
then devoted the rest of his life in defending the
truth, and in spreading it. For this end he travelled
extensively in Asia Minor and in Italy, remaining
longest in Rome.

One day, Justinius wrote a long letter to Marcus
Aurelius, and having declared pungent truths, closed
saying: “I apprehend that this lettcr; will cost me my
life.” In this he was not mistaken, for he was soon
after arrested and cast into prison. Being summoned
before the Roman prefect, he was asked: “Art thou
a Christian?” Justinius answered: “Yes, I am.” The
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prefect continued: “Thou believest thou hast found
the truth, yet what shalt thou do when thou art lac-
cerated from head to foot ly ihe scourge? Dost
thou imagine thou canst climb to hcaven?’ Justin-
ius replied: "1 do not imagine this thing, I am posi-
tive of it.”

The prefect bade him offer sacrifice to idols, but
Justinius said: “May it not please God that I should
forsake the truth for error and impiety.” Then the
prefect, in anger, pronounced the sentence, Justinius,
having been led to the gibbet, was scourged: and his
head was cut off. Thus died Justinius whom the
Church has surnaned the martyr, for even in death
he was a faithful and courageous witness to the truth.

The Church at Smyrna had as
bishop, about this time, Polycarp,
a former disciple of John. His

church was one of the most flourishing of Asia

Minor. The people’s displeasure soon found vent

against Polycarp.

Having been led before the pro-consul, the latter
treid to make him yield saying: “Have pity on thine
own soul, renounce thy Christ, and T shall spare
thee.” Polycarp made answer: “I have served Him
for eighty-six years and He has never harmed me.
How could I curse my king? It is He who has saved
me.”  The pro-consul then said in a severe tone of
voice: “Dost thou not know that I can have thee
cast to the wild beasts in the amphitheatre to be de-
voured of them?” “Let it be done as thou wishest,”
answered Polycarp. Thereupon, the pro-consul con-
demned him to be burned at the stake; it was at once
prepared. Polycarp stripped himself, and, as his ex-
ecutioners were about to bind him, he said: “This
is a useless preczution; He who eives strength to
bear suffering shall make me steadfast in the midst
of flames.” Then, raising his eyes to heaven, the
aged saint prayed thus: “I bless thee, O God, that

Polycarp,
169 A.D.
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thou hast found me worthy to rank with thy martyrs,
and to drink at the cup of thy dear Son's sufferings;
let thy name be blessed and glorified for all that
befalls me.” Soon the flames were set to the funeral-
pile; they enveloped the man of God, drowning his
voice, nipping his precious life.

Montanism, While |:L'l'~(‘('ll:in|1\ continued to seek
172 A.D. many victims, and the empire was
visted with terrible scourges, a
certain Montanus Le:ame persuaded that the end of
the world was at hand, and that they should pre-
pare for Christ’s advent by an absolute seli-denial
of this world's comforts and pleasures. He claimed
that the Holy Spirit was giving him special revela-
tions, through visions, and for this reason wished
to be considered a pre-eminent comforter for the
world.

He imposed upon his disciples extraordinary fasts,
including three periods of Lent each ye The cri-
tical circumstance through which the Church was
passing, favored for a time the surfeit of Montanus.
The faithful, deprived of their pastors, followed this
new prophet so that Montanism spread rapidly at
first in Asia Minor, then in Gaul. The Montanists
did not see tle need of special ministration, and
therefore had no ministers, but they had worship in
common, administering the sacraments one ‘o an-
other as is done among the Brethren, the Quakers
and other sects nowadays.. Montanism was not the
only sect then existing, for, beginning with the second
century, there were found ccattered small groups,
organized under the influence of one or more indivi-
duals,

The One of these: and one '.‘f th(:‘ﬁrst
was the sect of the Cain'tes. These
Cainites. 4 .
bel‘eved in two gods, one whose
creative influence was most powerful, and was for
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evil, having created Cain, Esau and Judas; thz other
witose creative influence, though less grear, was for
gcod, and having created Abel and Jesus.

Members of this sect believed that the faithful
would be raized from the dead and would reign on
carth with Jesus Christ for one thousand years. As
a distiact body this sect did not exist very long, but
its tenets spread widely and exist to this day in many
scctions of the world.

The JIII'U:U- lllrlltﬂll made their appearance
Gunstios: ater. There were several kinds of
Gnostics, each having a different

appellation.

An In this ycar there occurred an event
Extraordinary \hich mitigated for a few years
Occurrence, the persecutions against the Chris-
174 A.D. tians. During a war against the

Quodes, Marcus Aurelius found himself in the
mountains unable to escape an enemy stronger than
himself. Under a scorching heat, his soldiers were
reduced to the very worst.

Then the Christians, who were numerous in that
country, offered fervent prayers to God for the safety
of the soldiers. Suddenly an abundant rain bedewed
the earth, and the soldiers gathering it in their hands
could allay their thirst, or in their helmets could pro-
vide for their horses. After regaining their strength
the soldiers wanted to fall upon the Christians, but
there fell a dreadful hail from heaven that crushed
the soldiers, and thus the Christians were spared.

But, Marcus Aurelius was not long in forgetting
his miraculous deliverance, and rekindled a violent
persecution against the Christians in Vienna, in both
Gauls, especially Lyons.
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Pothinus, a disciple of Polycarp, and

bishop of Lyons, did not escape

persecution, and his death soon
increased the number of martyrs. He was eighty
years of age, and, withal, very sick, when his tor-
mentors arrested him; they had to carry him to the
tribunal. “Who is the God of the Christians?” in-
quired the governor. “Thou mayest know,” an-
swered Pothinus, “if thou art worthy.” Thereupon
he was overwhelmed by rough usage, regardless of
his age; and, after being kicked about, he was still
breathing; he was then cast into a dungeon where
he expired two days later.

Pothinus,
177 A.D.

The fanaticism of the people demand-
ed other victims: Sanctus, a church
deacon, was apprehended and with

great firmness answered to all questions: “I am a

Christian.”

Then Attalis and Maturus, two hearty defenders
of the Christian faith, were arrested.

Next a young girl named Blandella was made to
endure all sorts of torments, in the midst of which
she also said: “I am a Christian.”

All these and hundreds of other faithful Chr stians,
whose names are omitted for brevity's sake, were
scourged with rods before they were led to be ex-
ecuted or cast into the amphitheatre to be lacerated
and devoured by famished or gored wild beasts
to satisfy the morbid curiosity of the people. The
avidity of these beasts was ,often such that only the
larger bones were left in the arena.

The enemies of the Christians and of the Christ'an
re'igion had recourse to all sorts of human and dia-
bolical inventions, to harrow and harass God’s chil-
dren. They made use of red hot steels. heated chairs,
or slow fires; some were scourged; others had théir
tongue or fingers mutilated; others still had their
eyes put out. To others were reserved the boiling
cauldron ar the fury of wild beasts.

Other
Victims.
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A great number of Christians, to avoid persecu-
tion, sheltered themselves in caverns; this was the
origin of monastic life. These became used to living
in solitude, and even came to believe they obtained
God’s good pleasure by reclusion.

The death of Marcus Aurelius was a great deliver-
ance for the Church, and that all the more because
his son Commodus, who succeeded him, was tolerant
to the Christian ; but, unfortunately, his reign was
short; yet the Church was at rest and in it she found
renewed strength. But this calm was like a lull be-
fore a hurricane.

Origen in  There was born in Alexandria, from

the Year pious parents, a man who deserves

185 A.D. being considered a genuis—it was
Origen. leonidas, his father, carefully instructed
him in science, yet not neglecting piety. His pro-
gress was so remarkable and so tangible that it
exceeded his father's expectations. History relates
that, in his admiration. his father would watch his
son in his sleep, and kissing his breast would say
to the boy's mother: “The Holy Spirit is preparing
hither a dwelling place for himself.”

Persecutions were raging everywhere, ILeonidas,
Origen’s father, was cast into prison; the son would
have followed his father to the stake, and his mo-
ther’s entreaties and tears having failed to stop him,
they had to conceal his garments lest he ran to death.

Leonidas died under the axe; his goods were for-
feited; and his widow. with seven young children,
was suddenly plunged in1 want, her sole support be-
ing her son Origen, then only eighteen years of age.
The persecution was so violent that the nrofessors
were obliged to close the Christian school in Alex-
andria. and'the pupils had to meet in remote houses,
always exposed to be taken by surprise and pass
from the school-rcom to the stake.

About this time Clement had charge of the school
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at Alexandria; having died, Origen, although but a
youth, listening only to his zeal, desired to fill up
this vacancy by becoming his teacher’s successor.

Besides his many duties, when time permitted, he
took pleasure in visiting the imprisoned Chr.stians,
pleaded their cause, and often accompanying them
to the stake. Thus he often exposed his life, and was
stoned several times.

Thanks to the combined talent, eloquence and
courage of this young professor, the Gospel obtained
a great success in Alexandria.

Septimus The Emperor Septimus Severus de-
Severus, served his surname, for, during his
198 A.D. reign, Ke shed streams of Christian

blood, in Gaul, Italy, Egypt and in Africa.

Victor, During the episcopacy of Victor I,

193 A.D. the bishop of Rome, there were

difficulties regarding Easter; but,

after much exertion, he succeeded in forcing the

whole Church to celebrate it at the same time and
f in the same manner,

According to the Roman Catholic

Ten Popes. Church historians, as it is averres

that the bishop of Rome was pope

and St. Peter's successor, thus during the second

century the See of Rome had ten popes, and nearly
‘ ali had died for the truth.

i The Close of At the beginning of this century, the
i the Second churches were yet independent one
i Century. from the others, each having its

I bishop. But as the century rolls on, there is noted
Y a strong tendency for the bishops of the great cities
¢ and particularly that of Rome, to become predomin-
ant,
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Judaism, Two great influences were found in

Paganism, the Church, namely, Judaism and

Paganism. The bishops, like the

hierarchy of Judaism, claimed a jurisdiction upon the
pastors of subordinate churches. "

Towards the close of this century, we already find
places of worship or churches; and in such as were
erected and maintained in the midst of the great per-
secutions there were already introduced ceremonies
foreign to the simple worship of the apostles. It
is evident that these things were introduced in the
Church for the sole purpose of attracting the Pagans,
who were accustomed to a worship full of pomp.
This was the thin end of the wedge of Paganism
entering the Church, and it soon led to the doctrine
of salvation by works.

The doctrine of salvation through faith was the
first to suffer change, and, although it was still pro-
fessed in theory, it was forgotten in practice, and later
on completely disowned.

The persecutions of the Christians under Septimus
Severus were continuing their destructive work and
thousands of Christians were being put to death.

The Church, steeped in sorrow and tears, saw with
regret. a great number of bright stars, whom God
had given to enlighten it, disappear from its firma-
ment,

They met the tyrant’s brandished steel,
The lion’s gory mane,

They bowed their necks the death to feel;
Who follows in their train?




Historical Summary of the Christian Church
in the Third Century.

THE AGE OF GREAT PERSECUTIONS.
(Continued.)

We enter in the third century with many of the
elements which were in operation at the close of the
second: Septimus Severus was still emperor, and the
bloody persecutions against Christians shall be con-
tinued and shall sacrifice the most illustrious mem-
bers of the Church.

On the other hand the noble influence of Tertul-
lian, Irenaeus and Origen was outliving their execu-
tion, and many other men were ready to fill the gaps
which they had left in the Church.

T After ipending his youth at the feet
203 A.D. of Polycarp, he was called to take
the charge of elder in the Church
at Lyons, under the episcopacy of Pothinus. Later,
he went to Rome to seek help for wne persecuted
Christians of Lyons. During his absence, the bishop
Pothinus became a martyr, and on his own return
he was elected to succeed him. The young bishop
evinced great courage coupled with faithfulness in
troublous times. He defended the truth against its
adversaries,, especially against Montanism, so that it
was progressing greatly within Lyons, and many be-
came Christians.

The The Emperor Severus seeing that the

Massacre of Christians were growing in num-

Christians ber, through the exertions of
in Lyons.

Trenaeus, gave orders that the city
of Lyons be surrounded by the soldiery, and that
all who declared themselves Christians be apprehend-
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ed. A general massacre followed, and in the midst
of terribie tortures, and scenes of carnage, the blood
of Christians flowed through the streets. Among
others. Irenaeus and forty consulary persons per-
ished.

Perpetue  [n this year two young women named
and Felicitia, Perpetue and Felicitia, having de-

204 A.D, clared themselves Christians, were
brought before the tribunal and exposed to the fury
of beasts.

On the day of the execution, they entered calmly
into the amphitheatre, and having been stripped
and placed in nets, weie leit to the fury of an in-
furiated cow, who gored and lacerated them and
threw them up in the air. Thus they fell asleep in
the Lord. The tyrant Severus thought he had
slaughtered both flocks and pastors, but the wings
of the Almighty had covered His Church as a hen
covers its brood.

It is a startling thing that the Church should have
made uninterrupted progress in the midst of great
persecution.

In the midst of persecution everything seemed to
perish, but as soon as: it relented, the Church
breathed and lived, and its strength increased every
day. Tertullian had said: “We are not of yesterday,
we fill your cities, your senate, your towns, your
fields, and the very palacv: nothing but your own
temples remain empty.” Tertullian not only encour-
aged the Christians, he pleaded with the Pagan au-
thorities for toleration. In a book called Apologetics,
he said: “We are accused of revolt and disobedience
to emperors; but wherein have we revolted? The
people often chase us with stones; they burn ouv~
houses, tantalizing us. or we are put to death in the
most cruel manner. What have we done to avenge
so much injustice?”

“If we wished to carry on war, we are many, we
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do not lack troops or strength. We are not afraid
of death; but we prefer to endure it than to give it.
To avenge us, it would suffice to withdraw from the
empire; you would be startled at your own solitude.”

“We are accused of being useless. Are we not
useful in the commerce of life? Are we not living in

.your midst; do we not eat a like food; do we not

make use of the same kind of raimeat or furniture?
We spurn none of God's good creations, only we use
them with moderation and thankfulness. We sail
together; we till the earth together; we carry arms
side by side; we make exchanges with you; why
should we deserve death?”

Thus spoke this great genius Tertullian; unfor-
tunately, he lapsed into Montanism, thinking to
elevate the discipline and moral of the Church by an
excessive austerity.

He denounced second alliances or flight in the face
of persecution; multiplied fastings, and refused to re-
integrate into the Church, Christians who lapsed into
Paganism to save their lives.

Tertullian even exaggerated Montanus’ asceticism
and founded a sect bearing his name.

This sect introduced into the Church the false and
fatal notion that man must expiate his sins by severe
penance.

Satan saw the Church outlive great persecutions,
like a tree tempest tossed, sinking its roots more
deeply into the soil, so that he devised a very cun-
ning plan of undermining it; it was to make use of
a great genius to falsify the truth.

The adoption of such an error portended the
oblivion of grace, the exaltation of works. contrary
to Holy Scriptures which saith: “Ye are saved by
orace through faith, this cometh not of you, it is
God’s gift, so that none mav glorify.

Tertullian, seeing that he had falsified God’s Word,
sought to justify himself by giving importance to
traditions, saying that it was sufficient that a truth
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be admitted for a long time to render it indisputable,
It was in the same way that the Church later justi-
fied all its errors by giving the same authority to
traditions as to God’s Word.

At the beginning of this century Origen was yet
professor in the Alexandria Christian school. His
zeal for the welfare of the Church was unbounded,.
But we must regret his participation in the errors
of Tertullian; there were no hardships which he did
not impose upon himself.

Thus, he ate barely enough to keep body and soul
together; slept little, and always upon the hard, bare
soil, and went about barefooted, as a common men-
dicant.

After the death of Septimus Severus, Origen took
advantage of the Church’s tranquility to visit Rome
for the first time. In Rome the Church was ex-
periencing an internal crisis, The claims of its
hierarchy, which were to culminate in the Roman
system, was creating an uneasiness among the early
bishops. Origen was greatly annoyed by it. He
forsaw, doubtless, that this nascent abuse would dis-
quiet the Church for centuries to come. Satan en-
ters the Church as an angel of light, and extending a
hand of peace, conceals a weapon in his left.

A priest said one day that he loved Protestants
sufficiently to embrace them, though with clenched
fists. This shows how errors have been introduced
into the Church in the first centuries.

Such innovations did not appear dangerous at first,
but contrariwise, but pleasing and beneficial; yet they
introduced errors.

The thin edge of the wedge makes a slight impres-
sion on the mass, but by repeated blows it is rent
asunder.  The harmfulness of an action is often

- evinced by the consequences, and when it is too late
tc counteract them.

It would be useless to prevent a hen from broad-

ing when her eggs are hatched. The errors were
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as many eggs which were being hatched, and during
the process some would fain not disturb the hen,
under the pretext that she was harmless and quiet.
But allow it to brood, and time will see the chicks
appear. This is what took place in the Church.

However, it is only right to say that Rome, being
the metropolis of the Roman Empire, deserved to
have the most capable bishops. Thus the See of
Rome became one of special honor to its occupants.
Now as the bishop of Rome came to be regarded
in that light, the other bichops had recourse to him
for the final decision in the great questions which
agitated the Church.

There were traditions peculiar to each Church, but
it was sufficient to consult that of the Church in
Rome; it was the rule of faith,

As a rule, the bishops leaned to a monarchical
system, but the bishop of Rome to imperial supre-
macy.

Zephyrinus, A.D. 202, was Victor I's successor
as bishop of Rome. He decreed that, when a bishop
was accused of some fault, he could only be judged
by the Apostolic See, meaning by t"e hishop of Rome.
It was the first time that this designation was given
to it.

It was also about this time that the pastors were
called priests (i.e., sacrificers), This shows that the
name was not used at first in the Church, and that
the holy communion, later changed into mass, was
not considered a sacrifice by early Christians.

Death of The Emperor Septimus Severus

Septimus having died in 235, the great gen-
Severus eral persecution abated for a little
235 A.D. time. The Church was at rest.

But it is during sleep that thieves pilfer, it was while
the disciples slept that the enemy sowed the tares
with the wheat; or again, it is when men are idle
that they invent all manner of things.
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Now in this time of peace in the Church, all kinds
of devices were invented to obtain paramount influ-
ence.

The question was to know what bishop would be
the greatest; they were forgetting the example and
the words of Jesus to his disciples when he said:
“If T then, the Lord and the Master, have washed
your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet;
for T have given you an example, that ye a'so should
do as I have done to you.” John 13: 4-17.

Origen's  (On his return to Alexandria, he

Return from  resumed his teaching. His devot-
. Rome to edness and sincerity won him the

Alexandria. affection of the masses.

His reputation extended afar, and this called forth
the jealousy of the bishop Demetrius, of Alexandria.
Origen made a voyage through Asia Minor, and, as
he visited the churches, he was invited to preach
He accepted the invitation, although he had not
vet been consecrated. Demetrius thought this was
derogatory to Church discipline, and recalled him
hastily to order; but several bishops of Asia Minor
set him aright in consecrating him to the ministry.

Demetrius considered this consecration an en-
croachment on his hierarchical rights, and his anger
knew no bounds.

He convocated a Synod, and accused Origen of
diverse docirinal errors, had him dismissed from his
position, and obtained his exile.

Origen, without uttering one complaint, went and
settled in Caesarea, where he opened a school of phil-
osophy like the one in Alexandria. It is there that
he wrote his works for the defence of the faith, and
his commentaries on both the Old and New Testa-
mente. One of his best works was his Treatise against
Celsus» the Pagan phllosopher who had attacked
Christianity with great vim.

A oS A O T
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The First Alhout this time a great number of

Grottoes, Christians went into the wilderness

240 A.D. to live, endeavoring to literally
imitate John the Baptist's example. They wore coarse
raiment, and lived on the roots of plants,

The great persecution which had forced many to
seek protection by seclusion decided many to abide
in it, believing it to be a meritorious action in the
sight of God.

It was for this purpose, as the history tells us,
that a man named Anthony went into a desert place.
Born in Egypt of rich parentage, he heard, one day,
a sermon on these words: “If thou wouldst be per-
fect, sell all that thou hast, and give it to the poor,
and thou shalt have a treasure in heaven.” Matth.,
19-20.

Anthony took this text in its literal sense, and sold
his goods, and having given it in alms, lived in seclu-
sion upon bread and water.

One day he met a man named Paul, who lived in a
grotto. This aged hermit, whose flowing white hair
hung over his body, was sitting at the entrance of
his grotto, in a pitiful condition of emaciation, which
gave him_the appearance of a skeleton, He was
covered with palm leaves plaited together.

Unknown of men, his sole sustenance was, each
day, a hali-loaf of bread, left at his door by a raven.
Young Anthony saluted him, and they both sat i»y a
fountain, which had supplied this veteran of solitude
with its refreshing water for almost one hundred
years,

Paul asked Anthony what events had taken place
in the world since Decius. During their conversation,
the raven, who, for sixty years previously had fed
Paul, came and deposited a whole loaf in the pre-
sence of the two hermits. Both men passed the
night in prayer. The next morning Paul told his
friend that his last hour was near, and entreated him
to go and get a cloak to shroud his poor body. On
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his return, he found the aged man, kneeling. Ile
at first thought he was praying, but soon realized he
was dead.

His embarrassment was extreme, seeing he had
no tool to dig a trench. But Providence saw to it
by sending two great lions that began scratching the
soil with their claws, and thus dug the grave, and
then withdrew.

Anthony lowered the body i-to the grave and
filled it with earth, thereafter returning to his own
hermitage, having brought the tunic of palm leaves
which Paul had plaited for himself.

About this time, owing to pers:cution, a great
number of monks lived in desert places. The grotto
of the hermit has since been changed into a monas-
tery: in the latter monks having like habits and rules
of discipline lived together.

The It it also about this time that the
Origin of women, not wishing to leave all
Convent. the glory of virtues arising from

solitude to men, endeavored to emulate them. Saint
Anthony’s sister, wishing to imitate her noble bro-
ther, gathered about her virgins resolved to serve
their God only, and to spurn this world’s vanities.
From this time on we shall see communities of wo-
men, submitting to the same rules, ard wearing the
same kind of costumes as the communities of friars.

Gregory Unlike many, who, through fear of
Thaumaturgus persecution and death, adhered to

244 AD. Paganism, Gregory, the miracle-
performer, was true to his own convictions.

When still quite young, he went to Cesarca to
become one of Origen’s pupils. Later he visited his
own native country, and being struck with the ig-
norance and corruption of his fellow-citizens, he
decided to embrace the holy ministry. He founded
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here a church, numbering only seventeen persons,
but, thanks to devotion and activity, the church pros-
pered much. He was considered the possessor of
miraculous gifts, transporting rocks, and bringing the
dead to life again. The river Lycus, which flowed
by Neocesarea, often overflowed its banks and de-
vastated the plain of its estuary; Gregory fixed his
staff at a place which he forbade the river to tres-
pass, and thereafter there was no more inundation.

In his travels, Gregory was met by two Jews, who,
aware of hlls charity, desired to impose upon him.
Omne simulated death, the other was bewailing and
asking for help to bury his companion. The bishop
throws his cloak upon the sycophant, and, when his
companion, after the former’s departure, told him to
arise, it was found that he was dead.

Tertullian's (One of the great figures in the
Death, Church passed away in the year
245 A.D. 245. By his adhesion to Montan-

ism, he sowed the seeds cf error, which his successors
cultivated, and which ripened into the Romish Church
of to-day.

——— The sixth great persecution occurred
249 AD. under Decius. At the very begin-
ning cf his reign, whether urged
by the fear cf Christians or by his attachment to
the religion of his forefathers, he made an edict which
was executed mercilessly, punishing Christians by
the scourge, by wild beast, by fire, by heated tongs,
and all manner of cruelties.

These persecutions barely checked Gregory's ardor,
as he felt his end coming, he enqu'red if there were
yet many Pagans in his city, and, after a research,
there were found seventeen of them. He gave thanks
to God, that having but seveateen Christians on
foundine his church, he left but as many Pagans at
his death.
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Origer’s In this year Origen left Cesarea to
Death, come to Tyre, where he was cast
253 A.D. into a dark dungeon.

Here he had to endure hunger, thirst and naked-
ness; they fastened an iron collar around his neck,
and shackles which bruised his feet. At the end of
four days, he succumbed, at tle age of sixty-five
years.

Denys, Denys, one cf Origen's converts, who
Bishop of had signalled himself in science
Alexandria,  and piety, was chosen at Origen’s
254 A.D. death to fill his place. Then he

became bishop of Alexandria. During his ministry
great persecutions befell his church. He had to flee
from his enemies, by going into the Lybian desert.

Having returned to Alexandria, he found the
church a prey to most violent dissensions. Uphold-
ing Montanus’ views, a certain number of bishops
were dealing vigorously against the faithful, who
had backslided during the persecution. Denys boldly
declared himself for toleration and charity, and op-
posed the bishop of Rome, who wanted to interrupt
all relations with the African bishops, because these
had pronounced against the validite of the baptism
administered by heretics. Denys died after seventeen
years of a faithful ministry.

P During the reign of Decius,ﬁCyprian
254 A.D. was made bishop of Carthage.
Born of Pagan parents, his father

had been a senator of his own city.

After spending his youth in ease and dissipation,
he became converted to the Christian religion. An
extraordinary change took place in his behavior; le
became sober and sedate, as much as he had been
dissipated. He gave up worldly pleasures, gave half
his goods to the poor and gave himself up to God's
service.

ﬁ
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He was a faithful defender of the Christian faith.
Whilst adopting the severe asceticism of Tertullian,
he differed from him in his hierarchical tendencies.
Many bishops, knowing his domineering disposition,
opposed his elevation to bishopdom. The future
showed that they were right.

He was reproached with having exaggerated the
limits of his ecclesiasiical powers, and greatly con-
tributed to organ'ze the hierarghical system of the
Romish Church,

The fury of persecutions found vent against Cy-
prian, who fled and sought to justify his conduct by
quoting Jesus’ words: “When they shall persecute
you in one city, flee into, another.” He also added:
“If T have fled, it was not to save my life, but to
ensure my brethren’s tranquility; for T was persuaded
that if T went away, persecution would cease.

In his retreat, he continued to manage the Church,
by his voluminous correspondence, strengthening
and encouraging the faithful.

During Cyprian's absence, the Church re-admitted
several members who had apostatized.

Cyprian, on hearing of this, protested against this
ecclesiastical disorder, and defended episcopal author-
ity energetically.

According to Cyprian, the bishop is no longer
primus inter pares. He is Jesus Christ’s successor
upon the earth. Until now. the bishop has been
elected bv the elders of the Church, but in the future
I.e shall be bv the bishops themselves.

The equality of the hishops themselves did not
long abide; the urban bishops claimed supremacy
over the rural ones.

Pubenian, The seventh great persecution took
255 A.D. place under Emperor Valerian,
and Cyprian, who had fled from

that under Decius, was made one of the first martyrs
in this instance. He was led out of the city, and
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when arrived cn the gallows, kneeled and prayed
a while; then he removed his outer garments, ban-
daged his eyes, and exposed his head to the execu-
tioner, who fell it with one stroke of the axe. This
was a great loss for the Church.

Sixtus 11, Sixtus 1L, then bishop of Rome, was
256 A.p. soon to follow Cyprian. As he
was led to the execution, and was
gazing on the crowd, he saw his deacon, Lauren-
tius, following him, and said: “Why are you following
‘me? Go rather and distribute the Church’s treasures
to the poor, and you shall follow my example later.”
The prefect, upon hearing this, believed he had im-
mense wealth., He then said this to the emperor,
who sent word to Laurentius, claiming his treasure.
Whereupon, Laurentius said to the prefect: “Yes, we
have treasures; give me a few days and you shall
see them.”

Laurentius assembled the crowd of paupers whom
the Church fed, and, placing them in line in the yard,
summoned the prefect and sad to him: “These are
our treasures; the halt, the blind, the paralytic and
the poor; supply their wants.” The prefect was in-
dignant, and his anger was kindled against Lauren-
tius, and, seizing him, he had him stripped and tied
on an iron grate, under which was lit a brisk fire.
After a time, Laurentius said: “This side is suffi-
ciently roasted;” then, raising his eyes to heaven, he
prayed for Rome’s conversion and he gave up the
ghost.

The Lad  Children even gave admirable exam-

Cyril, ples of courage and fidelity; among

258 A.D. these was Cyril, a young lad of

Cesarea, whom his father had driven away from
home because he refused to worship idols.

The governor of the city tried at first to win him

by caresses, saying in a sweet tone of voice: “My
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child, I am willing to forgive you ow.ng to your
young age, if you will renounce your new supersti-
tilons.” Cyril ansewered: “I joyfully bear these re-
proaches for Christ’s sake, Although driven from
my father’s roof, I shall dwell in a better mansion.”

Then the governor employed threats, and had a
great fire built to frighten the child, but this did not
unnerve him; but he remained firm, fearing neither
the sword nor fire. The witnesses of this scene
could not check their tears, Then he said: “Instead
of weeping, rejoice for the glory that awaits me.” In
a few moments he was dead.

Emperor Gallienus, Valerian’s son, was favor-

Gallienus, able to Christians. He made an

260 A.D. edict for toleration, granting them
the free exercise of their worship, and restoring all
confiscated properties to their rightful owners.

In general, during peace, the Church made great
progress; still what seemed its happiness was often
its misfortune.

Manicheism, Whilst the Church was making pro-
277 A.D. gress in liberty and peace, schisms
sprang up. In A.D. 277, Maniche-
ism appeared. Its founder was Mani, a self-styled
prophet, who taught that there were two forces in
man, one good, the other bad; that the Old Testa-
ment was the work of the bad force; he also rejected
certain parts of the New Testament,

Their rules of conduct were rigid, especially as
carried out by the so-called elect. These abstained
from meats, eggs, milk, fish, wine and marriage.

They lived in poverty, ate dry bread and drank
water, abstained from work, and could neither love
nor hate. y

Their leader represented Jesus Christ; they had
twelve officers, representing the twelve apostles, and
seventy bishops, who represented the seventy dis-
ciples.
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Hieracians, lhese sectarians condemned meats
278 A.D. and marriage; they thought that
children who died before the age
of reason did not go to heaven, not having made
good works to earn it. They denied the resurrection
of the flesh, and did not admit that of the soul. Some
fasted twice a week, like the Pharisees; others kept
up a continual partial fast, living on bread and water.
Let us not forget that the Church took rise in the
midst cf two great and cvil influences. If, cn the
one hand, Jesus Christ in the manger was born be-
tween the ass and the ox, on the other hand His
Church was organized between Judaism and Pagan-
ism, vanquishing them both without taming them.
The new converts, had to come from one or the
other cf these religions. The converts from Judaism
broughth with them the harshness of the law; the
letter that killeth through forms and ceremonies, all
manner of rubbish that checked the blessed influence
of living grace in the sinner’'s heart. The converts
from Paganism brought with them a strong inclina-
tion to idolatry, and a great ignorance of Christian
principles.

Many faithful men, seeing the danger arising from
these great influences, strenuously opposed them, but
the majority became accustomed and conformed them-
selves to them. :

These two forces united together in the Church,
and from this ‘union there sprang Romanism.

Towards the close of this century, the Church’s
great danger can be foreseen by the turn which the
teaching of some men took.

Already the question of supremacy occupies many
a mind, and the bishops of Rome are seeking to have
it settled in their favor; so natural is ambition to
human heart.

Even now it was taught that bantism -had a saving
influence, and that the fate of children dying before
receiving it was a terrible one.
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The marvellous effects of the Eucharist is extolled;
and it is already taught that it is necessary to pray
for the dead, who have entered, after death, a piace
wherein to cleanse the soul,

The I'his is the first error into which the

Prayers for  pascent Church tell.  This idea or

the Dead. custom, was doubtless introduced
by converts from Paganism, who had been wont to
celebrate the memory of their deceased parents and
friends by libations and sacrifices, Many of the no-
tabilites in the Church beiizved that, with the ex-
ceptions of martyrs, the souls of the just did not
enter immediately into heaven after death, but that
they were detained in a place of rest which they
called Paradise, or Abraham's bosom, and that sa-
crifices could be offered for their weal. Others be-
lieved that the happiness or misfortune of the dead
increased or lessened in the ratio of the prayers of-
fered for them, This custom of prayer for the dead
could but suggest a middle state or place, and the
latter was ultimately called purgatory.

Already there is a mention of abstinence from
meats during fasting time. Again the usefulness of
celibacy is taught; and there are mentions of the
invocaticn of saints, and some advocate placing im-
ages in the churches to attract more Pagans to the
Church. And now, also, saintly relics are beginning
to be prized. God's Word is more rarely consulted
and greater reliance is placed upon the testimony of
men.

Those who are des'gnated as pastors in the third
century shall be called priests in the fourth, and
Cyprian’s teaching is triumphant; the bishop shall
no longer be the first among equal brethren, but
shall be Christ’s representative upon earth.

According to Romish historians,
there were fifteen popes during the
third century; but from Protestant

standpoint, these were not popes, but bishops. Their

Fifteen '
Popes.
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episcopacy did not last long, because being close::
foumowed by persecut.ons, they were neariy all mad
martyrs, Urban 1. occupied the See of Rome eight
years. He was be.oved and very popular. He at-
tracted to the Church a great number of Pagans, and
among them many noble and wealthy families.

During his short ministry, he replaced the wooden:
vessels used in the church by silver utensils.

At the election of Zephyrinus to the
bishopric of Rome, a discontented
minority elected and consecrated

Novatian, who founded a Puritan sect of wide dis-

tribution and which lasted till the sixth century. Who.

was then the true and who the false bishop of Rome?

The First
Anti-Pope.

Ths First Notw.thstanding the great persecu-
Chuzshos, tions that existed in many portions
of the Roman Empire, yet, where-
ever persecutions slackened, the Christians erected
places of worship. These differed from ordinary
houses in having little towers erected upon their roofs;
they usually terminated like a cone. Later they in-
troduced bells in these, and called them helfreys.

The Close e are now at the cluse of another
of the century, that witnessed such ter-
Third Century. rible scenes of bloodshed, costing
the lives of thousands of martyrs. Or the persecu-
tions, taking diverse forms, caused its victims to un-
dergo imprisonment in foul dungeons, where they
died of hunger. ,
On one occasion two hundred Christians were cast
into a pit full of quicklime. Oftener they were
thrown to lions or hungry beasts; but in the midst
of all these sufferings, they remained steadfast to
the'r God.
Racked with torture, hauled to slaughter,
Fire, and axe, the murderous sword;
Chains and prisons, foes’ desisions,
They endured for Christ the Lord.
4
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Historical Summary of the Christian Church
in the Fourth Century.

THE CLOSE OF THE AGE OF GREAT PER-
SECUTIONS/AND THE INTRODUCTION
OF ERRORS IN THE CHURCH.

We begin this new scene with new actors; those men
which occupied the foremost places during the best
part of the preceding century have left their places
to others. Unfortunately; the truth of the proverb,
like father, like son, was to be once more demon-
strated. The great persecutions of previous reigns
shall be reiterated under Diocletian in the Eastern
Empire, and Maximian in the Empire of the West
through their lieutenants Constantius and Galerius,
who became most violent adversaries of Christianity.

Diocletian, 1D the year 303, Diﬂclctian declare’]
303 AD. by an edict the eighth, qnd a most
terrible persecution. Streams of
blood stained all parts of the empire.  Churches
were torn down, sacred books torn to pieces and cast
into flames. The enemies of Christ exhorted upon
his disciples tortures till then unheard of. In Me-
sopotamia, after hanging their heads downwards.
they were choked by a slow fire. In Syria they were
roasted over grates. In Pontus, sharp reeds were
driven under their nails, then molten lead was poured
upon them. In Egypt, after being tortured with
burning tongs, their body was lacerated. One hun-
dred and forty-four thousand fell by the sword, and
there died in all seven hundred thousand persons.
The persecutors were weary of butchery; the east,
the west, in fact all the earth was covered with blood.
‘When the persecutors glorified that all had been
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destroyed, and that the very name of Jesus was
abolished, God took pity on His persecuted Church,

Constantine, CoOnstantius had a son who was to
314 A.D. succeed him; it was Constantine,
During his sojourn at the court of

Diocletian, where he had witnessed terrible perse-
cutions against the Christians, their example had pro-
duced a salutary impression upon him. He had
doubtless become convinced that toleration was the
most sure way of strengthening the Empire’s peace.

In 314, upon his father's death, he was made em-
peror, at the age of thirty., Maxentius, son of
Maximian, became his rival, and in a few small
engagements Maxentius obtained at first the advan-
tage. Constantine resolved to wage a decisive bat-
tle. At the head of his army, he approached Rome.

Maxentius prepared for this supreme contest in
invoking his gods. Constantine called upon the God
of the Christians, asking for victory. He had scarce-
ly finished his prayer, when he beheld in heaven a
fiery cross with these words written thereon: “In hoc
signo vincis; through this sign thou shalt conquer.”

During the first three centuries, there were no
mentions of the cross; but after Constantine’s vision,
the cross begins to form a prominent part of the
Christian religion.

Encouraged by this vision, Constantine engaged
Maxentius in battle, and the latter having fled, he
became the sole emperor in both empires. The
Christian religion, from this time on, became the
state religion.

This new and first Christian emperor granted a
perfect religious liberty to all his subjects. He al-
lowed all exiles to return, to build churches and to
serve their God in all liberty. But this prince made
our Lord’s Kingdom a kingdom of this earth. Re-
ligious edifices were erected everywhere, but espe-
cially in the great cities.
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The The mother of Constantine was one
Empress of the first converts to the new
Helena. faith, and she spent enormous

sums in the erection of churches, The pious Helena
made a pigrimage to the Holy Land, intending to
build a church on the spot of the crucifixion,

While making excavations for the foundations,
three crosses were found. None bearing the inscrip-
tion, they were unable to recognize the Lord’s cross,
but taking them to the bed of a woman sick with
an incurable disease, she was touched with each in
turn, while prayers were made.

No success followed the application of the first two,
but upon touching the last, the woman arose straight-
way, being quite cured. ’

The empress sent a piece of the true cross to Con-
stantine, one to the bishop of Jerusalem, and the
rest to the bishop of Antioch.

This story of pure human invention has not even
the stamp of reasonbleness. For, even if the in-
scription was removed, there were other indications
that would point it out. Was not Jesus nailed on the
cross, whilst the brigands were tied. Catholic his-
torians claim that the lance and the four nails were
found. The lance was sent to Rome. As for the
nails, Constantine inserted part of them in his helmet,
and the rest was placed upon his charger, as a safe-
guard in battle.

From this time on the sign of the cross became an
important part of Christian worship, and later
was looked upon as the most sacred Christian em-
blem obtaining a very wide distribution,

The Christians made the sign of the cross morning
and evening, on getting up and on retiring, before and
after meals, in going into and on coming out of
their homes; within the Church it was made over
both living and dead, and small wooden crosses were
introduced into all houses.

At this period a great joy had been caused in the
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Church by the conversion of Constantine, his mother
and the multitudes of Pagans who abjured their
idolatry. Complete villages, cities and even peoples
declared themselves Christians.  They tore down
their idols and changed their temp'es into places of
Christian worship.

The Church was very prosperous, and even rich,
although in ome sense much poorer. Its wealth
only consisted in gold and in the number of its ad-
herents; but many thousands of Christians converted
by the force of circumstances were without God’s
saving knowledge, being Pagans at heart and at-
tached to forms and ceremonies.

The most difficult task yet remained untouched,
that is the true conversion of their lives, characters
and habits of life, through faith and God’s grace.

This state of things exposed the Church to great
dangers. It remained to know if the result of this
awakening of circumstances would be for good or
evil; that is, if the Church could answer to the spir-
itual needs of the thousands that came to her doors,
to lead them to Jesus' feet; or if the Pagan influence
would destroy piety and the life of the Church. Let
us see what was the result. Constantine acted with
a good intention when he introduced into the Church
all manner of ornaments, like pictures, statues, and
many of the vestments in use among the Pagans.

These changes did not take place in a day, for the
Church wotld have revolted, but gradually, day by
day, little by little, until full consummation.

All these innovations were opposed by many of
the fathers and other learned persons; from this op-
position there continually arose new schisms,

Donatists, About this time a bishop called
315 A.D. Donatus taught that the baptism
administered bv a heretic was use-

less, and that the Church should not receive into its
bosom those who had lapsed during persecutions,
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A bishop who, to avoid death, had given over copies
of the Holy Scr.ptures to be destroyed, was after-
wards reinstated in the Church, and was even named
bishop of Carthage. Now, some bishops, together
with Donatus, maintained that this action was not
legal, and that the Church should not receive indis-
tinctly all those who applied for membership.

Augustine attempted to prove that it is impossible
to require a perfect holiness of each member as the
Donatists demanded. On this score this bishop ex-
pressed the most dangerous and extraordinary doc-
trines, falsifying these words of Jesus Christ: **‘Con-
strain them to enter, that my house may be filled.”
Luke, 14: 23.

He finally said that the Church was composed both
of good and bad, and that both Church and state
should unite to favor the Church’s triumph and con-
strain every one to belong to it.

o — At this time the Church had to
820 AD. struggle against a more serious

adversary. Arius, an Alexandrian
priest, was a man of great intelligence and great
purity of manners. The almost monastic simplicity
of his manners, his winning conversation, and his
great erudition, obtained for him much consideration
and the confidence of the faithful. He taught that
the Son of God had been created, denied his divinity,
and maintained that He was not therefore the equal
of the Father.

The progress of the different schisms, especially
Arianism, alarmed the Church, and Alexander,
bishop of Alexandria, first used suasion with Arius,
but, having failed, he called about one hundred
bishops in council in the vear 320, and Arius was
condemned: however, he did not refrain from spread-
ing his doctrine everywhere. FEusebius, bishop of
Nicodemia, became one of his disciples.

Constantine vainly endeavored to res‘ore harmony
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between Alexander and Arius, but rather irritated
both. He then resolved to submit the question to
all the bishops of the empire, and to this effect he
called a council which was to be held in the city
of Nicea in 325 A.D. This was the first general
council. By a council was meant an assembly of
persons called together to settle questions of doc-
trine or discipline in the Church; to accept or reject
certain measures. By a general council was meant
the general body of the Church represented by its
delegates.

The Couneil At the Council of Nicea more tham
of Nicea, 300 bishops assembled together.
325 A.D. Never was such a venerable ga-

thering seen; ancient martyrs with scarred hands,
mutilated members or punched out eyes; noted re-
cluse like Anthony, who had come from his solitude
dressed in camel-hair cloth; such were some of the
delegates. The council met in the emperor’s palace.
On opening the session, Constantine entered the
room dressed in a purple robe sparkling with gold
and diamonds, wearing a crown on his head. On
his entry all the delegates arose, but he walked to
his throne, bowed curtly to the assembly, and sat
down, when, after a moment, the bishops took their
seats.

Constantine then delivered a lengthy discourse im

Latin, exhorting every one to concord and peace.
Arianism was the principal topic of the council
and Arius was called to account. He came forward
and expounded his system publicly, saying that Jesus
Christ was not divine by nature, that He was foreign
to the substance of the Father, and that he had been
created and had a beginning like any other creature.
Notwithstanding the able defence of his friends,
and, in particular, the two Eusebii, the bishops of
Nicodema and Cesarea, the council condemned the
heresy of Arius. The emperor ordered his writings
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to be burned, and that a symbol or confession of
faith, be drawn up. This was to be the rule of faith
for the Church and was called the symbol of Nicea.
Many other questions were settled, especially that
of Easter, which was henceforth to be universally
«celebrated on the Sunday following the fourteenth
day of the moon of March. All the churches sub-
mnitted with the exception of a few in Mesopotamia.

The Christians, who till then had been under the
law of Moses, observed the seventh day, i.e., the
Sabbath. They likewise observed the first day of
tle week, calling it the Lord’s day, so that they were
observing two days a week.

The Council having considered this question, pro-
claimed the Lord’s day the day of rest, instead of the
Sabbath day—and thus the first day prevailed over
the seventh.

The schism of Donatus was examined, and Donatus
was censured for resisting the authority of the bishop
of Alexandria.

The Council also condemned the schism of Nova-
tian, who mainta’ned that it was unjust to reintegrate
into the Church those who had apostatized during
the persecutions,

Athanasius, Athanasius was called to the b'shop-
the Patriareh | ric of Alexandria in 326. When
of Alexandria, vyet quite young, he was attracted

326 AD. by the reputation of the hermit
Anthony, and embraced asceticism,

In 325 he was made an archdeacon, and on the
death of Alexander he became patriarch of Alex-
dria. He always opposed Arianism in his discourses
and writings.

Gregory The fourth century gave birth to
Nazianzus several illustrious bishops whom
328 A.D. the Cathol'c Church called Fathers,
as Gregory, Basil, Jerome, Chrysostom, Ambrosius,
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Augustine. Gregory was the son of the bishop of
Nazianzus, and his name is closely linked with that
of Basil, between whom there existed a close friend-
ship, having studied together. Basil had left him
to seek sohtude in Pontus, and Gregory returned to
his father, and helped him in his ministry. It was
not long, however, before Le was Lereft of both fa-
ther, mother, brother and sister. These losses shat-
tered his health, and he was obliged to interrupt h's
functions to seck peace in retreat.

He was soon called to Constantinople to become
the bishop of the orthodox Christians, Here he was
kind and tolerant to the Arians, and endeavored to
win them by persuasion; but many termed this tolera-
tion weakress and cowardice,

His seat having lLeen cortested, he ceded it and
returned to Nazianzus, and there lived and died in a
retreat in 390, leaving the reputation of a great and
faithful orator and a distinguished theologian,

Basil, He embraced monastic life early,

329, going over to the Thebaian monks

who had then a great reputation;

then he retired into Pontus together with Gregory
and other friends to found a society.

The beeinning was humble, but its members sup-
plied to their wants by sobriety and toii. Later,
Basil was called to the bishopric of Cesarea, where
his eloquence, his piety and his activity won h'm suc-
cess,

He opposed Arianism. The Emperor Valens
wanted to induce him to receive the Arians into his
Church, but Basil would not. Whereupon. he was
threatened with the confiscation of his wealth, with
exile and even death.

Basil answered: “These threats have no influence
upon me, for I have no wealth; T know what exi'e
is, and life is but a sojourn. Neither am T afraid of
death, for, through it, T shall get to my God all the
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quicker.” This man with an iron will had a heart
as tender as it was strong, and as amiable as it was
austere. He died in 379.

The First At this epoch, Constantine had be-
Steps Towards  come Emperor of the East and,
Supremacy, West, and practically speaking
329, the whole world. He now as-
signed considerable revenues and donations to the
Church. And now he proclaimed Silvester, who held
the See of Rome, and who had persuaded him to
become Christian, to be the spiritual sovereign of
the world. The Church was styled, the Roman Ca-
tholic and Apostolic Church,

From this time on, the Church of Jesus Christ
shall be entangled with Judaism and Paganism, and
hidden under the debris of these old institutions,
and the Romish Church, begins to act the part of a
mistress, and is rapidly advancing towards supre-
macy.

Constantine, after having proclaimed the independ-
ence of the spiritual power, saw, but too late, that
he had yielded a too great share of his rights and
that his authority was no longer the same; that he
had, as it were, divided his own kingdom, and he
therefore dec'ded to leave Rome and went to Byzan-
tium, which he callel Constantinople, after himself.
Nothing could have been better devised to sap the
emperor’s influence in Rome; for Sylvester’s pres-
tige robbed the emperor of that much; thus a division
was to occur in both Church and State.

Constantinople was to become the capital of the
Grecian Empoire, and Rome to remain the capital of
the Roman Empire. In the Church there was to be
a like division: the Grecian patriarch was to have his
seat in Constantinop'e, the Roman patr’arch in Rome.
Yet it was but the same Church, though not governed
by one leader only.

Constantine used to say to the bishops: “You are
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the inward bishops to govern the souls; but I am
the outward bishop, with the power of affording you
protection,

Jerome, Born in 331 A.D., of a wealthy Chris-
331 A.D, tian famly, Jerome came to Rome,
where he received a sound train-
ing. After reading the life of the hcrmit Anthony
and Paul, his lively imagination finished by inspiring
him a taste for asceticism. He sacrificed his passion
for travels, and went and lived on the sands of
Chalcis. on the outskirts of Syria. After four years
he returned to Antioch, where he was ordained a
priest,

Jerome is regarded as the most learned of the holy
fathers. During his sojourn at Rome, he became
disgusted with the corruption and the worldly spirit
which found their way into tke Church. In his
Syrian seclusion he translated the Holy Scripture,
which translation is still in use under the nane of the
Vulgate.

Having returned to Rome, he was made secretary
to the bishop. He began to preach in favor of monas-
tic life, and his eloquence made many proselytes,
especially among women and maidens. Many gave
up all—talents, youth, treasures to devote themselves
entirely to works of charity. At the death of Damas-
us ., Jerome left Rome to return to his solitude at
Bethlehem.

His influence was so ereat, that shortly after the
desert became peopled with small colonies of Chris-
tians.

Among those who thus came, were two ladies, both
mother and daughter, named Paula and Eustachia,
his own converts. They were wealthy and they erect-
ed three monastries, one for Jerome, one for them-
selves, one for poor strangers.

And now thousands of men and women left their
worldly relations to enter these havens of rest; and
their number increased to nearly half a million.

L9
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Jerome, after contributng so much to monastic
life, d.ed in his retreat a«t Bethiehem,

Ambrose, 11iS parents were Christians, and they
333 A.D. brought him up in piety. He com-
pleted brilliant studies at Rome.
The prefect made him governor of Milan, and, having
been elected bishop hLe refused to accept this honor
on the plea of not having been baptized. But the
emperor had urged his acceptance of the honor which
he did, receiving at first baptism and consecration
eight days later, in the city of Milan, He was then
only twenty-six years of age, and henceforth he
applied himself to the study of the Holy Scriptures
and the Holy Fathers. ,

He introduced the custom of Sunday sermons for
the faithful.

He struggled against Paganism, and decided Gra-
tian, the emperor, to decree the confiscation of the
domains belonging to the Pagan worship. This last
blow finished it.

Tleodorus, like Constantine, lef: a mortal stain
on his admin'straticn. Ome day he learned that, as a
result of a sedition at Thessalonicus, a few officers
had been killed Ly a mob. The emperor was an-
gered and vowed vengeance. In vain did Ambrose
implore for the city; the emperor sought his revenge
by cavsing a dreadful massacre in which seven thou-
sand guilty and innocent persons perished.

Ambrose wrote to the sanguinary prince upbraid-
ing him fer his crime, and excommunicating him,
On New Year’s day the emperor confessed his crime,
and yielded. He had to strip himself of his Imperial
insignia, and to prostrate upon the floor of the sanc-
tuary, and he only donned them on again after mak-
ing penance.

Rome took advantace of this occurrence to draw
audacious consequences.
Theodorus died in 393, and Ambrose in 397.

A s o
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The Trial of [{ he Arians were overcome and con-
Athanasius  jemned by the Council of Nicea,
335 A.D. they were not mastered. The in-

fluence oi Eusebius upon Constantine’s sister was
very favorable to the Arians, and through this chan-
nel Constantine was persuaded thit Arius had been
unjustly punished, since he had adhered to the rule
of faith of the Nicean Council. Therefore, the em-
peror recalled him from his exile. and reinstated him
in his position, doing the same thing for I<usebius.

Both managed to conciliate the emperor, and to
ruin the esteem in which Athanasius, bishop of Alex-
andria, was he!d. They accused him of many things.
especially tle levy:ng of taxes on his own authority,
and even assassination, Now it was Athanasius who
had arraigned Arius before the Council of Nicea,
and they now desited to call another council.

In 335 then a new council was called to meet at
Tyre, and Athanasius had to answer to the accusa-
tions of the Arians. He was treated in the most
shamelul manner, and he had to stand in the midst
of the Council, like a criminal expecting his sentence.
He was accused of having assassinated a doctor
called Arsenius on account of doctrinal errors, and
having kept his victim's right hand to perform oc-
cult operations.

The enemies of Athanasius had bidden Arsenius to
keep in concealment for a few days, but Providence
set at naught this terrible plot.  Arsenius, having
come to Tyre, was arrested, and the accusers of Atha-
nasius, ignoring this fact, showed to the assembly
a box carefully sealed, containing a man’s hand
shrivelled up; then they exclaimed: “Athanasius, here
is the hand of Arsenius, tell us how thou hast cut it
off.”

Athanasius demanded to the iudge if there were
any who kmew Arsenius, to which many answered
in the affirmative. Then, making a sign to one of his
friends, the latter went out and returned with an old
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man whom Athanasius introduced as Arsenius, and,
indeed, those who knew him recognized him. Athana-
sius, parting the folds of the mantle that encircled
Arsenius, laid bare his hands, and said: “Here is the
man whom I have killed, still living and with both
his hands. As God has not given you three hands,
let my accusers explain where they took it.”

Notwithstanding Athanasius’ innocence, the major-
ity of the Council being Arian, he was condemned;
he was deprived of his bishopric and exiled to Treves
in Gaul, whence he returned only after the death of
both Arius and Constantine.

The Emperor Julian allowed him to return to Alex-
andria, where the people received him with joy. He
restored peace to the Church, and the Pagans every-
where became converted to the Christian faith. His
unexpected success displeased Julian, who bade him
leave again. The faithful surrounded him, weeping,
and said consolingly that it would be but a passing
cloud.

Athanasius was the greatest adversary of Arianism,
and, after being exiled five times, was recalled as
many times, and had the consolation of passing quiet-
ly in the midst of his beloved flock the last years of
his useful and eventful life. His death took place in
373 AD.

Death of  Notwithstanding Constantine’s noble
Constantine,  qualities, and his kindly disposi-
337 A.D. tions towards the Church, his life
was greatly stained by blood. He had undertaken
an expedition against the Franks in Gaul, overcame
them, and yet, too faithful to Pagan barbarism, cast
many a prisoner of war to the beasts in the amphi-
theatre. This, however, was the last occasion when
he obeyed this cruel custom. '
Yet he committed unusual and atrocious crimes.
His wife having accused his own son, though un-
justly, he caused him to be ascassinated, and, when
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he discovered his wife's deception, he got rid of her
in the same way,

The Church of Rome has placed Constantine among
its many saints, and the Greek Church has set apart
the 21st of May to commemorate his memory.

Unfortunately, this man is not the only one who,
having dipped his hands in innocent blood, desired
to cleanse them in baptismal waters, and say, like
Pilate: I am innocent of the blood of this just man.”
Matth. 27: 24.

A few days before dying, while very sick, he passed
the night in the “Church of the Holy Apostles,”
prostrate, and, doubtless, tormented by the memory
of his crimes; he then asked to be paptized. He
received baptism at the hands of Eusebius of Nico-
demia, and Constantine said: “Now I am happy and
ready to die.”

It will be noted that alrexdy a magic ‘nfluence
was attached to baptism; and, in the light of the
Romish doctrine, that baptism makes the Christian,
it is not strange that Constantine should have been
baptized shortly before his death instead of after his
conversion. .

Constantine died at the age of 63 years., His
victories, the stability of his administration, the ser-
vices which he rendered to the Church, obtained for
him the surname of Great,

P ("hr_qulom was called gold-qlouth.
344AD. owing to the splendor of his elo-
quence. He had studied for the

bar, but hc soon abandoned it for monastic life. He
devoted himself up entirely to the studyv of the Holy
Scriptures. He wanted to prepare himself for the
ministry in solitude, but abandoned this project not
to break his mother’s heart, whose sole consolation
he was; but, death having bereaved him, he was then
able to fulfill his desire. He underwent such great
mortification that his health gave way, and he had to
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return to the city to restore it. In Antioch he was
ordained priest by the bisnop Flavian, and became
his wvicar,

About this time there arose a schism in Antioch
from which there arose a revolt. The insurrectionists
went to such great lengths that they outraged and
mutilated the statues of the Emperor Theodosius
who ordered the massacre of the guilty one, the with-
dm“mg of all privileges accorded to Antoch, an|
its reduction to a mere villagee The neighboring
bishops hastened to Antioch, and, by dint ot prayers,
obtained that the executions be stayed a little.

Flavian, notwithstanding his great age, started for
Constantinople to appease the emperor, and Chry-
sostom remained in Antioch to comfort and encour-
age the people, and the discourses in this circum-
stance have remained as an imperishable monument
of Christian eloquence. When Flavian had reached
Constant nople, he was introduced to the emperor,
and, amid his emotions, made a cearching appeal that
brought the emperor to reflection; still enumerating
all he had done for Antioch, he added: “Had I de-
served this outrage?’ Flavian continued: “We all
deserve these tortures; destroy Antioch and we shall
not yet be adequately punished. But there rema’ns
nevertheless, one remely for our wrongs; thou canst
imitate God’s goodness, who, when outraged by His
creatures, granted them forgiveness and opened their
eyes. If thou forgivest us, we shall owe thee ou:
salvation. We have pulled down your statues, thou
canst erect one in the heart of each of thy subjects,
and then thou shalt have as many living statues as
thou hast subjects in thy empire. And, lastly, when
thou hast sa’d on Easter day, when liberating the
prisoners: “Wou'd that T could also resuscitate the
dead?" this thou canst do to-day. Antioch is a tomb
and its inhabitants dead bodies, but with one word
thou cans* bring back life.”

Theodosius was moved by these words; he wept.
forgave, and Ant'och was saved.
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Chrysostom was called to the bishopric of Con-
stantinople; here he not only worked for the reforma-
tion of the people, but of his clergy, and thus he
made himselt enemues.

His glory rests upon his genius and his noble
eloquence,

Augustine, -\ugustine was born in 334, and, al-

334 A.D. though reared by a pious mother,

he committed many excesses during

ing his youth. Having gone to Rome, he came intwo

contact with Ambrose, whose kindness and virtues
won his heart, :

He then devoted himself to the reading of the
Holy Scriptures. One day he met one of his former
African friends, who, knowing that he was studying
the Scriptures, told him, with a keen emotion, the
marvellous progress of the Gospel in the African
churches. Upon hearing this, Augustine exclaimed,
“Behold, the untutored are ravishing God's King-
dom, whilst we, with all scrts of science, are wallow-
ing in flesh and blood.”

In 386 Augustine gave his heart to God, then
severing his worldly connections, he renounced his
intended marriage, abandoned his chair of rhetoric,
and went to spend some time with his mother, and
then received baptism at the hands of his friend Am-
brose. The happiness of Monica, lns mother, who
had always praved for her son’s conversion, was of
short duration, for she fell sick and passed away at
the age of 36, after a brief conversation with her son
on heavenly things.

Augustine went to Rome, then to Hyppo, where
he was made bishop. His whole life was an un-
ceasing struggle against the heresies which divide:l
the Church; during the seventeen yeurs following his
conversion he wrote against the Manicheans, the
Donatists and Pelagians.

Augustine said: “The \:isihle Church is composed

. D
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of the good and the wicked, or of good grain with
tares, and God alone shall make the separation
in the judgment-day. He pretended that God's grace
was necessary for salvation, but that perseverance
unto salvation was meritorious.  This idea contri-
buted much to the belief in the salvation through
works.

In his works he puts forth the idea of a purgatory,
which idea was confirmed later by Gregory I.

Damasus, 1)amasus occupied the See of Rome
336 A.D. for seventeen years. His election
was most stormy, and, a iree fight
having occured, one hundred and thirty-seven dead
bodies were iound in the church. It was during his
pontificate that the worship of saints, and especially
of the Virgin Mary, began to be practiced. A gen-
eral notion spread about in the Church that the sin-
ner was too unworthy to address his prayers directly
to God, and that Jesus Christ was too lofty to be
touched by our misery, so that they had recourse
to saints to become their mediators, beiny under the
false impression that as earthly kings are approached
through their ministers, so it would be with God.

Council of Alout chis time, Macedonius, bishop
Constantinople { (onstantinople, began to attack
381 A.D. the divinity of the Holy Spirit,
denying that it came from the Father, but rather from
the Son only, and that, moreover, it was not consub-
stantial to either. Tt was in order to oppose this
heresy that this Council was called together in 381.
The Emperor was very considerate on this occasion,
and he provided liberally for the entertainment of
the bishops, who came from all parts of the Christian
world. About two hundred bishops were in attend-
ance. The Council reiterated the Nicean decrees,
vet adding to the symbol a few words upon the
divinity of the Holy Spirit.
The heresy of Arius was again condemned.

!
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e We have now reached the close of

Popes. the fourth century. In our travels

we have encountered eleven popes

or rather bishops of Rome. Sylvester I. received

from Constantine the title of universal bishop; it

was the first signal step towards sunremacy. Sylves-

ter's episcopate lasted almost twenty-four years, and
was ' longest in this century.

The Close  About the end of this century, in con-

of the sideration of the importance of the
Fourth Century. city of Constantinople, Theodosius,
granted to bishop Nectar a rank ecqual to that of
Antioch and Alexandria, and only second to that of
Rome.

In order to attract the Pagans into the Church,
many new customs were introduced, among these the
use of incense, candles and sanctuary lamps and holy-
water fonts,

Crosses were erected upon all religious edifices,
and these became the general insignia of piety. Images
and stataes were being introduced into the churches
and even in religious institutions and private dwell-
ings. Baptism was gradually losing its evangelical
signification; it was no longer considered as the
visible sign of an invisible grace, hut a regeneratve
and magical virtue was assigned to it.

The Holy Communion completely lost its primi-
tive meaning, and people attached themselves to the
literal sense of these words: “This is my body.” and
thus there was a spreading conviction that the bread
and the wine were miraculously changed into the
hodv and blood of Jesus Christ.

Then they made an abuse of fasting which became
a total ahstinence from all food and drink, in a wav
unnoticed by those about them. Some fasted to
overcome the evil spirits: others to obtain merits:
later it only hecame partial, consisting of abstinence
from wine and meats, and hence greater consumption
of fish as a substitute,
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Persecut'ons did still at times sadden the Church,
and yet claimed its thousands; but now the Church,
which had waded the Red Sea of its own blood, was
just emerging to dry land again.

Errors were gathering fast day by day as an omin-
ous cloud over the Church. Everything Divine was
being materialized. Speaking of Stephen, the mar-
tyr, a Romish historian said: “His was the first blood
that mixed to that of the Saviour,” Now this saying
makes too much of Stephen’s blood, or too little of
our Saviour’s,.

Beginning with the fourth century, the following
dogmas: Peter’s primacy, the celibacy of the priest-
hood, the worship of the Holy Virgin, the saints,
of relics and images, were all devel ping rapidly,
taking a distinct materialistic form,

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.
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Historical Summary of the Christian Church
in the Fifth Century.

THE PATRIARCHAL ERA.

We have now reached the fifth cen-

Intreduction.  (ury, and for centuries to come the

star of truth is going to wane grad-

ually i:to cbscure night, and the Church, which for

three centuries had produced such good and beantiful

fruits, is about to become barren. Now the  hurch

has become Roman. The Empire was then divided
into two, the Eastern and the Western,

Upon the death of Theodosius, the East was ruled
by Arcadius, and the West by Horonius, his sons.
Although both emperors professed Christianity, the
Church is going to enter into new struggles, not
exterior as before, but internal, and it will reconstruct
itself, not on the ashes of the funeral-rile, but upon
and with the debris of Paganism and Judaism. The
exterior triumph of Christian religion under Constan-
tine was its evil fortune; it was the beginning of the
decay of true piety within the Church. In the monu-
ment that the Church is to erect Rome will be the
arch key.

Salvation shall be removed from God’s hands and
given over to the priests, who shall usurp God's place,
so-that hungry souls seeking forgiveness shall no
longer look to heaven, but to the Church, and Christ’s
glory shall be dimmed.

Pelagiantsm, About the vear so05 A.D., a monk
405 A.D. ca'led Pelagus began to deny the
the original sin, saving that sin was

not hereditary, and that the child is born immaculate;
that man could live sinlessly by his own virtues;
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that the law can save as well as grace. This doctrine
gave new force to the idea of salvation by works, and
among these they saw nothing more worthy of grace
than the act of worship,

Thus ceremonies multiplied and ceremonial laws
became infinitely complicated. Pelagianism on the
one hand lowered grace, and on the other hand lifted
up the Church of Rome.

Saint Augustine, although much weakened by old
age, was stil!, through his writings, the indefatigable
defender of the truth; yet, soon the Church was to
undergo a great loss, by the death of both Augustine
and Jerome; the one at the age of ninety in the year
420; the other at the age of seventy-eight.

Nestorianism, 11 the year 4;8 A.D., Nestorius,
428 A.D. patriarch of Constantinople, began
to teach, with his usual eloquence,
that the Virgin Mary had given birth to a man in
every respect like other men; but that later the Son
of God had become incarnate into him; that Mary
was but a woman like others, and was not God’s
Mother, but of the Christ only. This doctrine created
the greatest excitement, and adversaries carried their
disputations evervwhere. into churches, houses and
streets. These even resulted in bloodshed,

Homorat In 428 A.D. a monk called Honorat

Vincent, Vincent founded a monastery on the

428 A.D. island of Lerina (St. Honorat), and
this establishment became later a school of Christian
the y'ogy and philosophy.

He was one of the most eloquent and energetic
men of his time, withal a great polemist. In a small
work which he wrote concerning the Nestorian her-
csy, he laid down the Catholic faith in these terms:
“It is necessary to believe what was ever and every-
where believed by everyone.” This is, in short, Ro-
man Catholic dogmatic authority.
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"The Counmeil |, the year 431 A.D. Theodosius 11

of Ephesus,  alled this council, and Cyril, the

431 A.D. patriarch of Alexandria, both pre-
sided it, and became the defenders of orthodoxy,

He had especially endeavored to pring the Nes-
torians to better sentiment, thus hoping 10 ¢nd con-
troversy. He had even written a treatise expounding
the mystery of incarnation. All this trouble had
been in vain, and the Council ¢f Ephesus having been
called, the two hundred bishops here assembled, ex-
amined the Nestorian heresy, and they condemned
it as well as its author. The patriarch who presided
the Council decreed that henceforth “Mary would be
called the Mother of God,” and that these words be
added to the angelic salutation,

In the year 432 A.D. there was born

St. Patrick, a Scotchman called Patricius, whom
432 AD. later we hear of under the name of
Patrick.

At the age of 16 he was captured by pirates and
sold as a slave, and brought into Irelan!, where he
remained six years. Having obtained his liberty, he
entered a monastery, and later returned to Ireland to
preach. Being very eloquent and popular, kings and
chieftains came to listen to his preaching.

His activity was remarkable, and, after thirty-three
vears of arduous toil, he died in 464, leaving the
country studded with schools, monasteries and
churches.

Leo was but a deacon when he was

u"::"_‘:“ ™ chosen by the people of Rome to
become their bishop; and a good

Romish bishop he was, indeed. Having been unable
to be present at the Council of Chalcedon, he sanc-
tioned all its measures. He contributed much to
build up Romanism, in allowing private confession
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to the priests, to replace the public confession which
was usually made in the churches by those whose
vicious antecedants were a source of scandal. This
step was the first on the way to auricular confession.

Of all those who occupied the See of Rome about
this time there were none who made greater endea-
vors to obtain supremacy than Leo, the Great.

Eutychianism, /MOst immediately after the Council
448 AD. of Ephesus which had condemned
Nestorianism, a new doctrine began
to be preached by Eutyches, the superior of a mon-
astery in the neighborhood of Constantinople. After
opposing very bitterly the doctrine of Nestorius, he
fell into the opposite error. Whilst the Nestorians
ascribed two natures to Christ, Eutyches ascribed
him only one; therefore, his doctrine was termed
monophyism, whereby was meant that Christ was
God and God was Christ, and that, therefore, Mary
was God’s mother, as she was Christ's mother. In
vain was it attempted to bring Eutvches back to
sound doctrine; he remained obdurate. Then Flavian,
the patriarch of Constantinople, called the hishops of
his province together, and, upon careful de'iberation,
the errors of Eutyches were condemne |, and he was
dismissed from his office.

Eutyches having obtained the favor of the Emperor
Theodosius 11, he influenced him to convene a coun-
cil under the presidency of Dioscorius, patriarch of
Alexandria, who shared the ideas of Eutyches.

The council restored Eutvches to his functions, and
divested Flavian of his office: the latter, however,
appealing to Leo, the patriarch of Rome.

Dioscorius, in the course of an argumentation with
Flavian concerning a question of precedency, losing
his self-control, seized his interlocutor, and trampled
him under foot in such a rage that he lied shortly
afterwards as a result of his rough usage.
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The Counmell [y(ychianism was triumphant, and
of Chalceden, (lic orthodox bishops were banished
451 A.D. or intimidaied. But now, Leo,
the patriarch of Rome, wrote to the em-
peror a letter, intimating that he was de-
ceived.  On account of this letter, and for many
other reasons, the emperor convened the Council of
Chalcedon in 451; there were present six hundred
bishops. Leo was not able to be present, but sent
three legates. The unjust and violent behavior of
Dioscorius towards IFlavian was considered, and, as
a consequence, he was divested of his ‘office. Then
the notions of Futyches, Nestorius and Pelagius were
considered and rejected. The question of the bishop-
rics of the great cities was taken into consideration,
and, after a lengthy debate, it was decided to give
the title of patriarch to the bishops of Rome, Con-
stantinople, Antioch, Alexandria, Jerusalem, confer-
ring upon them like authority and powers.

But, according to Romish historians, the See of
Rome had pre-eminence over the others, and conse-
quently to them Leo, the patriarch of Rome, was
pope.  Yet, truly, it will only be later that such a
claim emanates from the See of Rome.

At this time there were five patriarchs

Five Patriarchs. cxerting similar power and author-

ity upon the Church. Their's were

the right of consecrating bishops, convening annual

councils, and deciding the difficulties within the pale

of the Church. Their ambition became very great,

and, almost uncontrollable, so that it gave rise to
terrible wars and great crimes in the Church.

The patriarch of Constantinople, through the
agency of the imperial court at which he was, en-
thralled the patriarchs of Antioch and Alexandria,
and robbed that of Rome of part of his power; vet
not without experiencing resistance and rebuff at
the latter’s hands.
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These struggles within the Church caused great
troubles and dissensions, and were the ultimate cause
of the schism between the East and West.

And now at some future time we shall have occa-
sion to see that the patriarchs of Antioch, Alexandria
and Jerusalem yield to the authority of that of
Rome, whilst that of Constantinople will not submit.

Clovis, In the ycar 465 A.D. Clovis, a Pagan

465 A.D. prince of Gaul, looked upon as the

. founder of the French monarchy,
took in marriage a Christian princess called Clothilda,
whose first care was to convert her husband to her
own faith,

About this time the Germéans were invading Gaul
and threatening the dominiong of Clovis, who decided
to march against the invaders with his army. A des-
perate battle was waged, and the Iranks were be-
ginning to give way, when Clovis thus invoked the
God of the Christians: O God; whom Clothilda
adores, come to my rescue, and if I am victorious,
I shall adore none but thee.” Scarcely had he fin-
ished his prayer that victory favored the Franks; the
vanquished Germans took to flight, and those who
escaped the carnage gave themselves up to the dis-
cretion of the victors,

Clovis was faithful to his vow and rejoined Clo-
thilda to fulfi! it, and both went to Reims where St.
Remi, its bishop, seconding the efforts of the prin-
cess, completed the king's religious instruction and
prepared him to receive baptism.

This ceremony was made with great pomp on
Christmas Day, in the year 496, and the bishop ad-
dressed the king, saying: “Bow your head; adore
what thou hast burnt, and burn what thou hast
adored.” Three thousand soldiers followed their mas-
ter’s example.

The conversion of Clovis imparted a great joy to
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the whole Christian world. He was the first king of
Gaul to ¢mbrace Christianism, and, on this account,
he was surnamed the first-born of the Church.

Simeon, About this time there lived a monk
the Stylite,  called Simeon, the stylite, who was
470 A.D. famous by his eccentric austerity.
The Romish historians relate the following: One day,
when still only thirteen years of age, while tending
his father’s flock, he heard the exposition of these
words found in Luke vi, 21, 25: “Blessed are those
who now weep, but woe to you ye that laugh now.”
These words, it would appear, made him decide to
become a monk, and, after a two-year novitiate, he
entered into a monastery near Antioch, and he re-
mained there ten vears, imposing upon himself terri-
ble mortifications, which called forth his superior’s
censure, and, these not being heeded, heswas expelled
from the monastery. DBut it was seen that, instead of
relenting his austerity, he aggravated his own torture
by girdling his body with cords until he had bleeding
wounds.  Thus, driven away from his monastery, he
went and lived alone in a cavern,

The monks sought him during five days, and,
having found him, allowed him to return to the
monastery,  Yet, soon after, he withdrew to another
cavern at the foot of the mountain of Antioch, and
he staved there during three vears,

One day he decided to fast during forty days, and,
having shut himself up in his cavern, he passed forty
days without food or drink, and when he was found
he was well nigh dead; still he felt happy in his experi-
ence, so that he contmued to observe this fast vearly
until death. After stanmz for some time in his cavern
he ascended the mountain top, where he bound him-
self to a rock with a chain, remaining in his shackles
for several years. His fame spread all over the world,
and multitudes of people came to see him. Annoyed
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by the presence of such crowds, he erected for himself
a pillar ten to twelve feet in height and three feet in
diameter.

Having made up his mind to live on this pillar,
he surrounded it with a railing, and there he lived
day and night, rain or shine. From the evening to
nine o'clock next morning, he kept ¢ mtinually in
prayers, lifting often his hands to heaven, and bowing
into the dust.

At nine o'clock he exhorted the multitude of those
that came to see and hear him; then he wrote leiters
to the bishops and emnerors, and inquired about the
state of the Church in general. When night came,
he interrupted his relations with the world, and gave
himself up to prayer, conversing with God until morn,
He usually ate but once a week, and never slept.
He dressed in a cloak and hood made from sheepskin.
He wore a long beard, and his 'ank features were
frightful to look upon.

History tells that he thus spent thirty-seven
years of his life, and died at the age of sixty-nine,
Having been scen kneeling during three dayvs, his
disciple was informed of this fact, anl, having as-
cended the pillar, found that he must have been dead
these three days, vet his saintly body was ruby and
exhaled a delicious smell.

It was placed in a tomb in Antioch, where for a
long time after miracles were performed, His pillar
was also transported into a monastery, where it was
long an object of veneration. Tt appears also that Sim-
econ had an aversion for women, and did not allow
them to draw near to him. He did not even allow
his own mother to visit him: but when she bad died
her body was brought to him, and he brought her
back to life, that she might behold him, and con-
verse with him, for a little time: after which she was
lifted up to heaven.

What a strange story! Does it not evince a very
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great ignorance of Jesus' Gospel, and of the true way
ol lovig and serving God, through Jesus Curist.
Ii a man is honored for dying at his post, what of
Simeon who died on his post?

The example of Simeon, the Stylite, was followed
by many in Syria and Palestine, and they were called
pillar-saints.  DBut among the Romans this religious
craze was not sanctioned,

And now superstitions in the Church were advanc-
mg with giant sirides.  Some invoked the assistance
of saints, and this gave rise to great debates on the
question of the knowledge which the saints in heaven
may have of the prayers addressed to them by mor-
tals,

The majority of the people then believed that the
saints’ spirits, though invisible, revisited their friends;
this idea suggested the thought of going to the saints’
graves to pray. Thus those who had the reputation
of having been great saints during their lives re-
ceived great 