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— No. 1. —
(No. 16.)

ExrracTs of a DESPATCH from Governor the Right Honourable Sir
Charles Bagot, s.c.B. to Lord Stanley.

Government House, Kingston,
26 January 1843.

I uave the honour herewith to transmit the Annual Report of the Chief Agent
of Emigration for the past year, together with the Appendix thereto.

As these documnents only reached me yesterday, I am unable to offer any obser-
vations upon the general subjects to which they relate.

As a valuable appendix to these Reports, I have the honour to transmit a copy
of a communication from Mr. Hawke, which describes the mode of conducting
the business of his agency, and furnishes valuable information with regard to the
expense of forwarding emigrants.

I further add the Report of the Medical Superintendent at the Grosse Isle

CANADA.

No. 1.
Sir C. Bagot to

Lord Stanley,

26 January 1843.

(4.
&

quarantine station, with Mr. Buchanan’s Report thereupon, which will complete %(E,)
=)

the view of the emigration transactions of last season.

Enclosures in No. 1.
(A)

Office of Her Majesty’s Chief Agent
for the Superintendence of Emigration to Canada,
Str, Quebec, 31 December 1842.

I mavE the honour to lay before your Excellency, for the information of Her Majesty’s

Government, the following Report of the emigration to this province during the season of
1842,
It is gratifying to me to be enabled to state, that the expectations which, at the date of
the last similar report made to your Excellency, I had found reason to form, have been
very fully realised; und that the number of emigrants from the United Kingdom to
Canada in the year 1842 has exceeded thot of any previous year, with the exception, only,
of the seasons of 1831 and 1832.

On reference to Paper No. 1 of the Appendix to this Report, it will be found that the
total number of emigrants landed at this port during the past season is 44,374—614 of them
coming within the description of cabin passengers. A comparison of this aggregate with
that shown by the returns of the year 1841, will present an increase in favour of the past
season, amounting to 16,288 persons. The paper here referred to presents a tabular view of
the immigration of the season, divided into weekly periods. It distinguishes the adults,
the children between 14 and 7 years of age, and those under seven, as well as the males
and females; and it shows, further, the proportion of the whole who were ascertained to
have received parochial, or other assistance, in aid of their removal from the United Kingdom
to this country.

Paper No. 2 of the Appendix is an abstract of the records of this department, and
shows the total number of emigrant vessels arrived, with an average of their passages from
port to port—the number of steerage passengers embarked—the deaths in course of the
passage, and in quarantine—and the number landed ; distinguishing, in every case, the
adult persons, the children between 14 and 7, and those under seven years old ; and, also,
the male from the female, adults, and children,

Paper No. 3 furnishes a list of the seaports in the United Kingdom, and the Lower
Provinces, whence the immigrants were received, showing, at the same time, the number
embarked at these ports, severally, and distinguishing the cabin from the steerage passengers.
"This abstract presents the aggregate number of emigrants : from England, 12,191 ; Ireland,
25,532 ; Scotland, €,095; and from the Lower Ports 556,

10Q. Paper

Encl.(A.)in No. 1.
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No. 1.
Sir C. Bagot to
Lord Stanley,
26 January 1843.

Encl. (A.) in No. 1.

2 PAPERS RELATING TO EMIGRATION.

Paper No. ¢ is 8 comparative statement of the emigration into this province from the
ear 1829 to 1842, both inclusive, The total number arrived within this period of 14 years

1s 366,181 ; of whom, had sailed from ports of England and Wales - 96,324
Ireland - - - - - - - - - - - 292,415
Scotland - - - - - - - - - - 492,424
Nova Scotia and ports on the Continent of Europe - - - 5,018

366,151

I am under the necessity of referring to a disaster attending the emigration of the early
part of the scason; but it is subject of sincere gratification to me that the year has closed
without loss of life by shipwreck, or other casualty, connected with the voyage from
Europe.

Byp the violence of a gale and snow-storm, which occurred when they had reached
the entrance of the St. Lawrence, on the night of 9th-10th May, two vessels, bound for
Quebec, were stranded, and their passengers placed in extreme danger. The ship Kent,
Gardiner, master, was driven ashore at Seven Island Bay, situate alout 300 miles below
this port, and the passengers, 54 in number, were rescued only, after some lapse of time,
through the humanity of the master, Simpson, of the ship Llan Rumney, of Hull; by this
vessel, however, they and their effects, the greater part of which were recovered, were
brought in safety to this port. The other vessel lost was the ship Jane Black, Gorman,
master, from Limerick, which was thrown on the rocks off Cap des Monts, at a distance of
250 miles from Quebec. The number of passengers on board of this ship at the time of
her being wrecked was 417; but although the loss of a considerable porticn of their
luggage was entailed upon these unfortunate people by the casualty, their lives were pre-
served : they were landed and placed under tcmpomrsf shelter, and eventually conveyed to
their destination by a steamer despatched under my direction for this purpose. The peculiar
circumstances attending the wreck of this vessel, and the measures which 1 felt it my duty
to adopt for meeting the contingency, arc detailed in my Report to the Chief Secretary,
a copy of which will be seen in Paper No. 10, at page 23 of the Appendix.

Those were the only cascs which occurred during the season to the hazard of human life
on the voyage by sea between Europe and this port ; but I regret to be compelled to report
one of the most extensively fatal accidents which have ever taken place since the introduc-
tion of steam navigation on the inland waters of the province: I allude to the case of the
bursting of the engine boiler of the stcamer Shamrock, on her passage between Montreal
and Kingston, and at the time of her traversing Lake St. Louis. The Shamrock had on
board at the time upwards of 120 passengers, chiefly English emigrants, with their luggage,
and the violence of the explosion was such as to involve the death of 47 of these unfortunate
people and of two of the crew ; of the remaining passengers many were seriously injured,
and all lost nearly their entire property by the subsequent sinking of the vessel. The
bodies of thosc killed were eventually recevered and decently interred ; the property found
on them, which, in some instances, amounted to a considerable sum, being duly taken
charge of by the coroner. Every aid and attention also were afforded by the owners of the
vessel to those who had been perscnally injured or subjected to loss of property, and
charitable contributions were readily procured for the relief of those rendered destitute,

Until within a very short period of the present time, there had been in employment on the
St. Lawrence and its chain of lakes but fow steam-vessels constructed on the high-pressure
principle ; and to this circumstance it may be owimng that the country has had room to
congratulate itself on the occurrence of so comparatively small a number of casualties, simi~
lar to that of the Shamrock’s explosion. The horror which was produced by this accident
n all minds brought to reflect on' its circumstances, has given rise to a general disposition
to see steam-engines of all descriptions, but J)articularly those worked under high pressure,
in the propelling of passenger vessels, placed under supervision, and subjected to the regu-
lations that would seem requisite to remove the risk of future disaster, whether from insuthi-
cient construction, or from improper management; and I have every reason to hope, that
with the approval of your Excellency’s government, the necessary legislative measures to
this end will be duly considered and enacted.

It is gratifying to me to be enabled to report, that the general health of the immigrants
of the past year%ms been comparatively lightly affected by their sea voyage and change of
climate. Several cases of severe sickness on the voyage have occurred, and, as I have had
accasion fully to detail, in my weekly reports, one or two instances of extensive mortality.
On the other hand, the favourable passages which a large proportion of the passenger-vessels
experienced, and particularly those which arrived in the early part of July, secured to the
passengers a great share of comfort and convenience, and an almost complete exemption
from disease.  The deaths at sea, in the course of the season, have amounted to 264 ; those
in quarantine to 54 ; and the number of those which occurred amongst immigrant paticnts,
admitted into the Marine Hospital of this city, within a short Perio of their arrival in the
country, as will appear on reference to Paper No. 5 of the Appendix, amounted to 32, making
a total of 350,

Compared with the aggregate emigration of the season, the propmtion of deaths will
appear to equal 0.78, or somewhat more than 3-fourths per 100 souis embarked. The mor-
tality occurring amongst emigrants, and particularly that suffered in the course of their

passage,
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passage, is found, from the returns to which I have already had occasion to refer, to affect,
almost exclusively, young children and infants. That it must remain a difficult task to
reduce materially the proportion of infant deaths in the period of the emigrants’ outset,
may be admitted; but I have every confidence that the operation of the New Passenger
Act will, in some degree at least, have this result. Every regulation tendin% to secure the
parent from privation, anxiety, or discomfort, must bear upon the young child, and most
directly upon the infant; and it may not be unreasonable to hope, therefore, that the next
year’s returns will show an improvement under this point of view; permitting comparison
with those manifest ameliorations in every other respect which have been effected through
legislative_interposition, and the systematic aitention to which emigration from the United
Kingdom is now subject.

The periodical report of the medical superintendent of the quarantine establishment at
Grosse Isle has been rendered to your Excellency, in the most detailed form; and a copy
has been furnished to me also by Dr. Douglas, under instructions from the Chief Secre-
tary. This document shows that the medical treatment of the immigrants, and the general
management of the institution, have been productive of the most satisfactory results. Of
a total number of 488 persons admitted in the course of the season into the hospital wards,
of whom 340 were cases of fever and 56 of small-pox, there were discharged, cured or con-
valescent, 434; the deaths, compared with the admissions, being, consequently, 11 per
cent. only. Compared with the total number of immigrants arrived in the course of the
season, this proportion of deaths amounts to 0.12, or considerably less than 1-ninth per
cent., showing an improvement in the vesults of the hospital treatment, even over the year
1841, and admitting a most favourable comparison with every previous season. At the
Marine Hospital the patients admitted have been 312, of whom the cured and conva-
lescent amounted to 280 ; the deaths being as 10.25 to 100. By a reference to Dr. Dou-

las’s abstract of admissions to hospital at Grosse Isle, appended to his report, 1t will be
found that the proportion of cases comprehended within the various types of fever has been
very large, including almost all the cases of disease affecting adult persons.

mongst children, small-pox and measles appear to have been the most extensively
active forms of disease ; and these had, doubtless, been the chief causes of the numerous
deaths which occurred, on the sea voyage, in this class of the immigration. More than one
creditable statement has been made to me to the effect that the mtroduction of cases of
evident small-pox has token place on board passenger-ships at the time of embarkation,
with the almost certain prospect of general contagion. Indeed, the frequent recurrence of
cases of this kind is notorious; and I am led, therefore, to venture to suggest to your
Excellency’s government, whether or not seme provision for a medical inspection of steerage
passengers, at least as far as the chief ports of embarkation are concerned, might not be
made, with a prospect of the prevention of contagious disease in that most fatal field for its
action, the crowded emigrant vessel.

The number of cases of infringement of the law by masters of emigrant vessels which
have occurred in the course of the season, show that the complete abatement of the evils
against which the Imperial Acts for the protection of passengers were framed, was not to
be effected unless by the most persevering enforcement of these enactments. For although
in some of the cases in which it has become my duty to direct prosecution there may have
appeared room to admit ignorance of the law as an excuse for the offence, in by far the
larger proportion of instances, I have had no reason to doubt that a deliberate consideration
of the chances of gain, and the risks of penalty, has resulted in the attempt to evade the
law, and set its supporters at defiance. 'With this experience, [ am forced to a conviction
of the necessity of permitting no future infringement of the re%ulations for the protection of
the emigrant to pess unaccompanied by the infliction of the severest penalty upon his
oppressor.

P he collector of customs at this port has been under the necessity of enforcing the
penalty in no less than seven cases of vessels found to have carried a number of passengers
exceeding the amount permitted by the law, in proportion to their tonnage. The cases
also in which it has become my duty to institute prosecutions for infringement of the
Passenger Act, have been, I regret to say, much more numerous than in former years. In
consequence of instructions, received through the Chief Secretary, in the latter part of June
last, to the effect that the enactments regulating the superficial space between decks of
vessels conveying emigrants should be strictly enforced, I lodged in the hands of the Crown
law officers, at different times, the information necessary for founding proceedings against
the following vessels; viz.

The Mary - - - from Liverpool.
Jane Melvaine - ,, Londonderry.
Thomas & Hannah ,, Ditto.
Bruce - - - ,, Westport,
Lively ~ - - ,, Galway.
Joseph Green - ,, Thurso.
Exile 1- R llgelfast.
Springhill - - ,, Donegal.
Dpumfg'riesshire - Bé_zlfasbt.
Independence - ,, Ditto.
Lord Scaton - 5 Sligo.
Dromabair - - , Ditto.
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The masters of eight of these vessels were severally convicted in the penalty of 207
sterling. The cases in which the last four enumerated in the list are involved, owing to
legal difficuliies, encountered in their prosecution, and which have been already fully
reported to your Excellency, remain yet undecided.

he masterd of the brigs Tottenham and Leo, the former from Ross, the latter from
Wexford, I procured to be fined under the provincial enactment, which renders it penal in
the master of the vessel to remove the berthing of his passengers previously to arrival in
port ; and under the same enactment, ——, master of the ShlP Mountaineer, from
iverpool, was, on prosecution, fined in the sum of 5s. currency m each of 26 cases of
removal of the berthing of passengers in his vessel. The amount of these penalties has
been duly accounted for to the collector of Her Majesty’s customs at this port. The
master of the Mountaineer was further prosecuted, upon the charges of having issued
impure and unwholesome water to his passengers, and of having exacted exorbitant prices
for the provisions sold by him to them in the course of the voyage ; and the court, upon the
evidence adduced, thought fit to award penalties for each infraction of the law. The
Mountaineer was reported by me on the 27th August as having landed her large number of
Flassengers in the worst condition, from the joint effects of disease and scarcity of food.
er passage hnd extended to 68 days; and 32 deaths had occurred among 511 souls
embarked on board of her. The brig Mary, , master, from Liverpool, also was
reported by me on the 2d July, as having arrived with 213 passengers in the most distressed
state of disease and suffering. Five deaths had occurred previously to her arrival at the
quarantine station, and two more immediately after; while 56 cases of typhus required
hospital treatment. The medical superintendent at Grosse Isle has, in his report, fully
detailed the condition of these vessels on their arrival there, and exposed the gross negh-
gence by which disaster, so cxtensive as these cases exhibit, was permitted. There have
been, L regret to suy, frequent instances of neglect on the part of ship-masters towards their
passengers. [t is a satisfaction to me, however, to be enabled to report these two vessels
only as cases of an aggravated nature; very generally the passenger-ships exhibit improve-
ment in their management; and numerous Instances of considerate attention and humane
conduct in their commanders have come under my immediate observation.

Among the cases of protection afforded by the department in my charge to immigrants
subjected to wrong on the part of the owners of passenger ships, I have particularly to
notice that of the brig Lively, from Galway, with 192 passengers. These people had
engaged their passages to St. John’s, New Brunswick, and were brought to this port in
open violation cf their agreement. Immediately on obtaining a knowledge of the circum-
stances, and ascertaining the correctness of the statements of those interested, I caused the
institution of procecdings against the vessel; and I am required iu justice to add, that the
master, who, it appeared, had been uppointed to the command within o few days only of
her railing, and who was consequently not involved in the imposition, showed immediate
willingness to indenmify those of the pussengers who were contented to remain at this port,
and every alacrity in the procuring of means of conveyance for those persevering in their
original lntention. I am happy to be enabled to say, that although cases of this description
of traud are known to have occurred numerously in former years, the penalties to which the
parties concerned have been with some difliculty made liable have had the effect of nem-le/
altogether deterring such attempts ; the instance of the Lively being the only one to which
I have now to allude. The particulars of this case will be found m detail, with a copy of
the aftidavits upon which I became required to take proceedings, in Paper No. 11, page 24
of the Appendix.

The general circumstances of a very considerable portion of the immigrants of the season
may be reported to have been such as to secure them from all distress on thelr passage to
this port, as well as from all dificulty in their progress hence to their several places of
destination. Indeed a reference to the details comprehended in the weekly reports, which
I have had the honour, from time to time, to submit for your Excellency’s information, will
show that many persons of extensive property have reached the country, with the intention of
becoming settlers, or of establishing themselves in trade. The passengers by the Blonde
and Faronia from Glasgow, the Marquis Wellesley from Dublin, some of those by the
Catharine and the Minstrel from Liverpool, the Chieftan from Larne, the Jane Duflis and
Gazelle from Donegal, brought with them very considerable sums of money, as capitul for
mvestment, chiefly in land ; and I became aware, in the course of the scason, of numerous
mstances of the arrival of families in the possession of extensive wealth. A still larger
class of this year’s immigration has consisted in respectable yeomen and mechanics, having
sums of moncy in their Ef’lands, varying from 20/ to 200/, sterling; and with these may be
properly included the higher description of agricultural labourers, whoxe frugality had
saved, or whose good conduct and character }mﬁ procured as aid, sums amply sufficient to
meet the necessities arising in the course of their progrees, either to land or situations of
permanent employment, %ut under the cirenmstances of a greatly extended immigration,
mduced, or compelled, by extreme distress affecting the lower grades of operatives, in
almost every description of manufacture in the United Kingdom, it was to be anticipated
that poverty would accompany a lurge proportion of those ariving in Canada. A com}para-
tvely small eapense is involved in the removal of a family from a British port to the shores
of the 8t. Lawrence ; and the facilities in the provision of passages, and for embaorkation,
which the interest of the owners and charterers of shipping employed in the trade of this
country leads them to offer, even to the least intelligent, have, for man?r years past, led to
Canadu, rather than any other colony of the empire, a great share of the most destitut;e of

those
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those whose thoughts tend towards emigration. So long as similar causes shall operate,
the same result must be experienced ; and your Excellency is, therefore, doubtless, prepared
to learn, that although the province has been the resort, in the course of the past season
of such a number of immigrants of property, and superior intelligence, as considerably to
exceed the accessions of the previous year, the increased number which the returns now
transmitted show, as the aggregate arrivals, may be assumed to arise, chiefly, if not alto-
gether, from an increase in the numbers of the poorest and most destitute classes. Itis on
this description of persons that deception may be most easily practised previously to their
embarkation ; and it is these, who from their deficient education, and careless habits, may
be permitted, by negligent superintendence, to suffer the most fatally on their voyage.
Their limited means rarely extend to the provision of all that their-immigration demands,
and it is to them, and to their wants, therefore, that attention is most frequently required
to be paid, as well on their landing at this port, as in their attempts to reach sources of per-
manent subsistence. I regret to say, that of the poorer classes of the year's immigration,
a small proportion only have been exempt from suffering and privation on their voyage ;
and I have reason to know that it has been only through the assistance afforded them by
this department, under your Excellency’s instructions, that continued distress and discou-
rlzlxgement have been prevented from attending their course subsequeatly to arrival within
the province.

Tﬁe passengers by the ships Bowling, Wexford, Harper, and Renfrewshire, from Glasgow,
946 in number, were of the class of manufacturing operatives, and having embarked under
circumstances of extreme poverty, had probably evaded the law prescribing the stock of
provisions which shall be taken on board for the Quebec voyage; for before the expiration
of their passage, in no case exceeding 58 days, they were ah’ea&y under privation, from the
exhaustion of their stores ; and on arival here it became necessary to supply them with
food for their immediate support. The brig Percival, from Cork, occupied only 55 days on
the voyage to Quebec, yet the stores of the passengers,-149 in number, had been some time
before wholly exhausted, and the vessel compelled to put into Sydney, Cape Breton, for a
renewed supply.

The passengers by the Compton, from Liverpool, in a passage of 63 days, and the Ayr-
shire, from Newry and Dublin, in 51 days, were 'ikewise short of provisions Previously to
arrival ; and it is probable that in many cases which, from the natural desire of the parties
to conceal their own evasion of the law or their want of economy, did not come so plainly
before me, there had been short supplies laid in for the voyage, and consequent exposure to
distress. The operation of the New Passenger Act of the Imperial Legislature, I have
every confidence, will wholly remove the possibility of a recurrence of similar cases ; for the
clause which enacts that the ship shall provide and issue a supply of bread, or its sub-
stitutes (sufficient alone to obviate want), promises to be found capable of enforcement by
the emigration agents at the ports of embarkation, without the practical difficulties that
must have been attendant on every attempt to carry out the terms of the former law.

Paper No. 8 of the Appendix aflords an abstract return of the voyages performed by the
passenger-ships which have arrived from British and Irish ports, in the $t. Lawrence, in the
course of the season. It is divided into semi-monthly periods, which very plainly show
shorter averages for the early portion of the season than for the months of July and August.
The vessels sailing after this latter period appear to have had passages equal to those of
the spring; but as the antumn is the least favourable time of the year for the arrival of the
immigrant on these shores, whether his employment or his health be the subject considered, it
is between the spring and the summer passages that the comparison remains to be drawn ;
and there 18 evidence in this table to show that the months of April and May are thosein the
course of which the departure of the emigrant ought by all means to take place.

The statement which will be found in Paper No. 6, at page 12 of the Appendix, is a com-
pilation of the returns that I have received throughout the season, from Mr. Hawke, chief
agent for Canada West, as well as the local agents of the departnient in both sections of
the province, of the distribution of the emigrants of the year. It is unnecessary for me to
remark, in reference to this statement, that the means of being strictly accurate have not
existed within my reach; I may, however, add, that I have no reason to doubt the general
correctness of all the returns on which it is founded, or the justness of the result which it
presents,

The great body of the immigrants, it is gratifying to find, have remained inhabitants
of the province, und settled in the Western Section ; the number of those ascertained to
have resorted to the United States, together with an addition to cover probable defect in
the return, being not more than 2,500. On the other hand, although the immigration
which this country has received, through the United States, is supposed by Mr. Hawke
(sec page 25 of the Appendix,) to be about 6,000 souls, I have grounds for believing that,
taking the entire province into view, it has been considerably more extensive, and that the
total accession to the population of Canada, in the course of the year, must have been at
least 50,000.

This influx, consisting as I have already had occasion to show, in great proportion of a
labouring class, forced by want of resources to seek early employment, may be supposed to
have produced materiul effects in over-supplying the demand for labour. This occurred
particularly at the various points on the great line of water communication at which the
mmmigrants necessarily land and take up their temporary abode. The rates of wages had
previously tended towards depression, from the severe check which all commercial opera-
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tions had recently received ; and the public works of the province were, at an early peried,
fully supplied with experienced Old-country labourers coming from the United Stafes.

When the prospect of extensive employment, therefore, which had been held forth in the
prosecution of the works of the St. Lawrence Canal, and other provincial undertakings,
was, from this circumstance, in great part removed, there was room to apprehend that some
distress mxiht be experienced by the immigrants newly arrived by the roate of Quebec.
This may have been the case fo a small extent; but although the wages of ordinary
Iabourers have suffered a reduction of one-fifth to two-fifths of their previous average
amount; and although some of the immigrants of the season may have remained for o
considerable period unemployed, the very great abundance of provisions, and necessaries
of all kinds, and the unprecedently low prices which they have borne in every part of the
province, have maintained the employed in circumstances quite equal to those of former
years, affording superior wages, and very generally relieved t?mse not supplied with
situations of profit, from every apprehension of want. It is to the reduction experienced in
the Inbourer’s demands, and the moderate rates of all agricultural produce also, that
¥ attribute the circumstance of comparatively few existing cases of distress among emi-
grants, even at the present trying time of the year.
~ From reports which reach me from all parts of the province, I have reason to think that
few of the industriously dispesed of the population remain without employment ; and that
none who have procecded to the country districts can want the means of support.

Paper No. 7 of the Appendix contains an abstract of my weekly reports, made up with
a view to show the number of immigrants whose removal fo this country has taken place
through the intervention of parish authorities in England, or by the aid of landlords and
charitable societies in Ircland and Scotland. Of these 831 persons, as shown by the
abstract, received, w.:2der my inspection, the amount of aid promised to be furnished them on
landing in thiscountry, viz. 14 sterling for each adult, and for children in proportion. The
remainder of the families brought within this classification appeared, to the extent of
the greater number, to have reccived, on departure from Grent Eritain, some assistance in
addition to the cost of their passage and provisions. But the best information I could
obtain left it doubtful whether therc were not many who had received nothing beyond the
meuus of transport to this place. The Scottish imiigrants included in the list, are those
already alluded to as constituting two or three societies for the purpose of mutual relief.
These socicties had received some aid from charitably disposed persons in Scotland ; yet
with this and their joint means, the members were landed under circumstances of much
distress ; and having literally nothing that could he converted into means of support, were
necessarily carly claimants for relief from this department. I may refer, for a detailed
account of the situation of thesc parties, severally, at the time of their arrival, to the weekly
reports-furnished throughout the scason.

The provuucial law imposing a duty of 5s. currency on each adult immigrant arriving in
this province, came into force on the 1st March last. 'The amount reccived under this
enactment, at the ports of Montreal and Qucbee, appears from the returns of the customs
department, to have been 8,556, 155, 10d. Halifax currency.

The grant of the Imperial Legislature, made in the course of its last Session, for the
purpose of aflording relicf to destitute immigrants on arrival in this country, was 5,000 i
sterling ; and a further appropriation, by the same authority, has made available, for meeting
the expenses of the agencies of the emigrant department, a sum of 1,500 sterling.  These
together constitute a sum of 7,2221 4s. 5d. Halifax currency, and make the total
fund available for the purpose of immigrant superintendence and assistance, in 1842,
15,7801 0s. 3d. Halifax currency.

The arrangement whicli your Excellency, on the 11th April last, was pleased to direct
should be carried into effcet respecting the management of the accounts of the emigration
department, and their control by the chief ugent, enables me to state, in a condensed
form, the result of the operations of the year throughout the entire province, and to bring
into one view the total expenses that have been incurred. i

The expenditure involved in the assistance, through donations of provisions and neces-
caries, und the transport inland of the more destitute classes of the year’s immigration, has
amounted, in the aggregate, to 11,310/, 145, 2d. cwrency, This sum, however, includes
also all the expenses of the medical care of such immigrants as may have required it in
every part of tﬁe province, exclusive of Quebee. The amount expended in the purchase of
provisions supplicd at all the points at which agencies exist, is 1,725 1. 75. 7d.; the
aniount paid for transport, chiefly on the main line of interior communication, has been
8,434 1. 1s. 3d.; and the charges for medical assistance have been 1,151 1 55, 4d.

In the course of the past season, have been crected various buildings for the lodging of
newly-arrived immigrants, and as hospitals for the sick, at Montreal, Kingston, and
Toronto, involving a contingent cxpense amounting to 782 L 6s. 11d.; and lastly, there
has been paid, as salaries and contingent disbursements of the chief agent, angl agents of
the department at Kingston, Montreal, Toronto, Bytown, Hamulton, Port St. Francis, and
Cobourg, a total of 1,671 & 11, 10d. The entire expenditure of the department, for the
year 1842, having been 13,764 L 11s. 11d. Halifax currency. N

When the circumstances, detailed in my weekly reports, as affecting the com_.hnpn of the
immigrants of the year, and the representations contained in the former part of this report,
shall be taken into due consideration, I feel assured there will be found ample justification

of this increagsed expenditure.
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Not only has the immigration of the present exceeded that of the past season by upwards
of one-half, but the number of cases in which the agents of the departraent have been
compelled to admit claims for relief, has extended very much beyond the proportion which
all former experience could have anticipated.

There have been forwarded from this purt to Montreal, and the intermediate places of
debarkation, at the charge of the emi%&mt iund, 9,302 persons; 13,280 have been fur-
nished with passages upwards, from Montreal to Bytown and Kingston; 8,766 from
Kingstoh to Toronto, Hamilton, and other places on Lake Ontario ; while 6,837 have been
conveyed from one intermediate point to another; upwards of 1,200 persons have reccived
the advantage of medical attendance at the different agencies; and lastly, the aggregate of
the applications for relief from temporary distress, admitted by the agents of the depart-
ment within their several districts, are found to amount to 46,010.

Following an abstract of the expenditure of the past year, I may properly offer such sug-
gestions as 1 may have it in my power to furnish, with reference to the prospects of the
ensuing season’s immigration, and the contingencies connected with it, against which it
appears necessary to provide.

he state of the lower classes of the population of the United Kingdom has continued to
be exceedingly depressed ; and although at the present moment somewhat more extensive
employment may be offered them, a general redundancy of labour seems to efford to the
most industriously disposed operatives, slight Frospects only of future permanent improve~
ment in their condition. The consequence will doubtless be a continued universal dispo-
sition to emigrate; and when it is reflected that this colony has been widely published
as the field of certain success in settlement, and that its circumstances render it easily and
inexpensively accessible, therc is no reason to doubt that an extensive immigration of
the poorer and worst provided classes will take place in the ensuing seaso.i. The enact-
ments of the new Passenger Bill, inasmuch as they tend in some degree 0 1ncrease the
expense of the outward passage, and the depression in the timber trade of this country,
which threatens still further to reduce the number of vessels resorting to the port of Quebec,
may be found to interrupt the plans of those whose means are of the most limited extent ;
but, on the other hand, the discouragement which is offered to emigration to the United
States, will turn additional numbers towards this country; and although the charge for
passage may become slightly increased, the low price of every description of provision will
probably make the total expense of removal no greater than it has been hitherto.

I an led, therefore, to anticipate, that the next scason’s immigration will equal or exceed
that of the last; and that the Jower and more destitute class will bear even a larger pro-
portion to the whole.

As it is this description of persons that entail the largest amount of expenditure in their
assistance, and as I am unable at present to discover room for the practice of stricter
economy i the application of the relief’ fund to this purpose, the estimate of the amomt
likely to be required in the course of the cnsuing year, under arrangements similar to those
hitherto in force, must be based, 1 conceive, upon the past season’s expenditure: this
amounted to 13,7644 11s. 11d.; and being lessened by the amount of disbursement
incurred in the employment of o steamer, in the case of t{]le wreck of a passenger ship
(a contingency which, from the circumstance of a properly constructed sea-going boat
being now maintained at this port, can scarcely recur), 5007, and by the difference between
the cost of the permanent buildings erected in 1842, 7821 5. 11d., and the estimate for
necessary repairs in the ensuing season, 182/. 5s. 11d., 600, will show a sum of about
12,660 L, Halifax currency, which I would vespectfully submut to your Excellency’s consi-
deration as the expense to which this department may be subjected up to the close of
1843. )

'The emigrant tax, which, under the continued operation of the Act, may be expected
to be collected in the course of the season, must bear a similar proportion to the numbers
of the immigration, as hitherto.  If this resource, therefore, be set down at a probable
amount of 8,500 /., there will renmain a sum of about 4,000 unprovided for; and as the
balance remaining of the lust year’s appropriation is comparatively trifling, while there is
reason to fear that the estimated limits of the next season’s labilities may prove to have
been too much curtailed, I am led to hope that the grant of the Imperial Legislature,
which will be made in licu of the payments originally contemplated in the passage of the
Enugrant Tax Bill, will not be less than the amount voted last year, viz. 5,000 {. sterling.

I am indebted to Her Majesty’s Consul at New York for the means of stating the
number of emigrants from the United Kingdom landed at that port in the course of the
past year, at 51,800. This return shows anincrease over the arrivals of the previous season,
amounting to 19,391 persons. I have, through the same channel, obtained information of
the number of persons who have sailed from New York to Great Britain and Ireland in
1842, and it will be matter of surprise that so large a proportion as 9,521 persons within
one year should have found themselves compelled to return from the United States to theiw
native country. '

The condition of virtual bankrupicy to which so many- of the state governments of the
Union are at the prescut moment reduced, has produced a total interruption in the progress
of almost cvery public work, At the same time there exists the severest depression 1 both
the trade and the agriculture ofthat country ; and the greatest exertions of American enter-
prise are suflicicnt effectually to support the untoward circumstances of the times. The
result is apparent 1 the destitution forced upon the labourmg classes of immigrants,
depending upon the employment offered, up till now, by the numerous canals and roads
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undertaken, and in the disappointment suffered by those whose more ample means have-
been directed to settlement 1n the Western States. The statement which I have here
brought under view does not show, by any means, the entire re-migration from the United
States. The ports of Philadelphia and Boston, as well as various others on the Atlantic
coast, have possibly been the points of departure of a further large number of persons ; and,
as I have had occasion to state elsewhere, the numbers who have proceeded to Canada,
either immediately on arrival at the American port, or after a residence of a greater or less
duration, have equalled those shown to have sailed from New York. Even from Michigan,
Illinois, and other hitherto most favoured sections, the return of British settlers to the
western districts of the province, has been of extensive occurrence ; and it is not to be won-
dered at, that while the native American settler is the sufferer from redundant production,
he should lay himself open to the charge of evincing an inimical feeling to those of foreign
origin who crowd on his footsteps.

n approaching the close of this report, I feel called upon to allude to the prospects
which the province seems to afford to the emigrant from the United Kingdom who shall
regort to it in the course of the ensuing season. I have already offered to your Excellency
the considerations under which I have been led to anticipate the arrival of many ill provided
and even destitute persons, the assistance and direction of whom must involve considerable
expense, and demand the utmost exertions of this department. The promise of employ-
ment for this class is, I regret to say, by no means extended since the close of the last year.
The influx of labouring emigrants from the United States, owing to the utter impossibility
of procuring employment tﬁere, has continued up to a late period, and the public works in
progress remain supplied, to a great extent, from this source, and by labourers already
residents of the country. The rates of wages continue depressed, even beyond the pro-
portion generaliy admitted in the winter season. But I have reason to think, that although
speculative undertakings are, and must continue to be, plainly discouraged by the altered
circumstances of the country ; and although the point to which the enterprise and activity
of the commercial interests have forced their operations cannot be for the present advanced,
there is no ground for apprehending that there will not be employment, to a considerable
extent, open to labourers of all descriptions, nor any room to fear that the reduction in
their wages will be such as in any degree to curtail their comforts. It is probable, indeed,
that sc soon as the establishment of the necessary new relations between its various interests
shall be perceptible, the country will evince a renewed industrial energy, and discover yet
unattempted objccts of interprise. In such case, the demand for labour may extend so far
as materially to increase the rates of wages, or even to restore them to their former limits.
In the meantime, as I have already explamned, the labourer is now, notwithstanding his
diminished remuneration, at least equally well situated as he has hitherto been, in respect
to subsistence, and perhaps not less able to lay by a surplus for the eventual acquirement
of land. It is to ordinary labourers arriving at this port, and landing under circumstances
which render them dependant on immediate employment for the support of themselves and
their families, that these remarks apply. Referring to the classes of immijgrants who come
provided with some small resources, and who are accordingly in a condition to support
temporary difficulty in finding employment, I may speak more confidently; for these not
crowding the chief towns and landing places, nor subjected to the risk of immediate want,
may spread themselves throughont the country, and reach the situations that readily offer
in favour of their better appearance and generally superior intelligence. Artisans and
tradesmen come under this view, and have prospects of advantage quite equal, I conceive,
to those which former seasons of higher wages, but proportionally increased expenses, may
have offered.

It is gratifying to find that remittances to a very considerable amount continue to be
made from this country to the United Kingdom, by mechanics, farm servants, and labourers,
for the purpose of aiding the future emigration of their relations or their friends; showing
that there is ample opportunity for industry to lay by a portion of its earnings. Even in
the cases of some very recently arrived immigrants, who had obtained employment on the
roads or canals of the province, funds have been saved for this purpose, or deposited in the
savings banks. But I am required pointedly to remark, that it is manual labour chiefly
which, in this country, obtains superior remuneration. There are some descriptions of
persons who cannot benefit themselves by resorting to it, at least at the present time; and
many mwust, in fo doing, change their condition materially for the worse. Active and
intelligent mechanics, industrious farmers, and fuim servants, well-conducted domestic
servants, and able-bodied labourers, are those who will find themselves improved in condi-
tion by emigration. But clerks and accountants, persons aspiring to be factors or overseers,
and many others, indisposed or incompetent to devote themselves to bodily labour, expe-
rience much distress and disappointment ; and may be empbatically warned of the error of
emigrating to this country.

To those whose ohject is settlement, and the cultivation of land, this country continues
to promise very certain success. The reduced prices borue by a%ricu]tural produce would
seem to take away from the profits to be realized by the farmer who brings into application
his own manual labour only; but there are few who do not require the assistance of others
in subduing the forest, or cultivating the improved farm; and since both this assistance, as
well as all the necessaries of life required to be purchased, may now be obtained more
cheaply than formerly, it may be assumed that the settler, even 6n the most limited scale,
continues to have before him anmple encouragement. In the case of those who contemplate

the hiring of labourers for the performance of more extensive works of improvement, the
circumstances
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circumstances of the country will appear decidedly more advantageous than hitherto. The
high value of labour, and the occasional difficulty experienced in procuring full assistance
at the seasons in which agricultural undertskings mi Ylt require it, have operated to prevent
the investment of extensive capital in this way. Henceforth it may be found, that the
expenses of farming being reduced correspondingly with its returns, the result continues
equally favourable, while greater facilities in the procuring of agricultural labourers permit
its being conducted on a scale not hitherto reached, and render it an employment more
ilet;rlydcorrespondent in its character to that of the extensive farmer of Great Britain or
reland.

Lands, both wild and under partial improvement, are offered for sale, to a large extent, in
every section of the province. The several land companies, and many private individuals,
offer lands for sale on liberal and advantageous terms, and their agencies are established at
all the principal towns, for the ready reference of persons desirous of purchasing, The
Crown also offers for sale extensive tracts in both sections of the province ; those in Canada
West at 8s. per acre, those in Canada East at 4s. and 6s. per acre, according to
situation,

The districts which have been opened by roads of access, and dplaced under a system
which offers to each efficient settler a free grant of 50 acres of land, continue to hold out
to immigrants of enterprise a further resource on their amival in this country. The class
of the immigrants who possess the means of support for the period which must necessarily
intervene between their establishment and the realization of their returns, but who have not,
perhaps, sufficient funds to meet, at the same time, the payment of the price of land, must
find material advantages under these arrangements, which leave their entire resources to be
devoted to the purposes of their settlement,

Having thus brought before your Excellency every matter connected with this depart-
ment which has appeared to be worthy of notice duning the past season, I have the honour
to conclude by requesting your Excellency will be pleased to transmit this Report to Her
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, for the information of Her Majesty’s
Government.

I have, &c.

The Right hon. Sir C. Bagot,] (signed) 4. C. Buchanan,
&ec. &c. &e. J Chief Agent.

(B)

— No. 1, =

The following STATEMENT shows the Weekly Arrivals of EMIGRANTS at Quebec and Montreal, during the Year 1842,
specifying the Number of Adults, Males and Females ; also the Male and Female Children under Fourteen and
Seven, as well s the Number of Voluntary Emigrants, and those that received Parochial Aid. (In this Return the
Deaths on the Voyage and in Hospital are deducted.)

Adults, Under 14 Years. | Under 7 Years. 7olun-
WEEK ENDING 2rs, Pa;oc;xial Volun z:?x’:l
id. tary. .

M. F. M. F. M. F. l Y| Week.

s N[ -
I'rom 9th to 20th May - - 488 310 80 61 182 88 258 001 1,158
-~ 21st to 28th May - 2,014 1,182 258 260 480 436 5 4,645 4,670
4 June - - - - 2,153 1,648 307 287 77 617 112 5,277 5,380
11 - - - - - 2,002 1,442 372 301 630 468 735 4,480 5,215
13 - - - - - 1,116 705 217 1490 375 225 327 2,460 2,787
25 - < - - <] agn 920 168 153 288 254 |- | 2,004 2,994
2 July - - - - 2,169 1,663 338 327 400 556 308 5,240 5,648
9 - . - - - 2,763 2,149 449 453 074 700 477 6,710 7,187
£3 - - - - - 316 240 71 51 71 63 38 783 821
31 - - - - - 172 123 40 92 67 48 03 084 747
13 Angust - - - - 451 286 81 80 127 114 | - - 864 864
20 - - - - - 258 204 56 40 07 67 | - - 092 692
7 - - - - - 544 870 04 81 116 123 15 1,313 1,328
3 Septembe - - - 506 407 117 98 136 142 89 1,316 1,405
17 - - - - - 403 336 83 81 127 133 60 1,103 1,163
t1 October - - - - 324 299 01 77 2 100 7 985 992
15 - - I - 222 161 66 50 78 % 15 637 852
5 November - - - 72 20 14 11 11 10 | « - 147 147
17,173 | 12,388 2,002 2,582 4,628 4,187 2,020 | 41,231 | 43,700

1)

Cabin Passengers - - -« 614
TOoTAL - - «} 44,374

Euwmigrant Department, 1 4. C, Buchanan
Quebec, 31 December 1842, S Chief’Agent.
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CANADA.
-_— (B.) NO. 3. — NO. 1
NAMES of Ports from which Exicrants came during the Year 1843. Elorrg .Sgi%:t .
1]
26 January 1843.
erumbm}.) . Number ————
°Pmoft“.° e fm? o::.Ch Eacl. (B,) in No. 1.
ENGLAND. IRELAND~—continued.
Aberystwith - - . . 197 Newport - = - - 2
Bristol - - - - . 535 New Ross » - . - . 353
Bideford - - - - - 143 Newry . - - - 1,547
Bridgewater - - - - 98 Sligo= - - - - - 2,897
Cowes - - - - - 258 Tralee - - - - 498
Fowey - - - - - 233 Westport - - - - 898
Falmouth - - - - - 195 Wexford - - - - - 244
Gloucester - - - - 94 Waterford - - - - - 1,291
Hull - - - . 578 Youghal - - - - = 24
London - - - - - 1,035 Cabin passengers - - - 62
inverpool - - - . - 5,823
ancaster - - - - - 2 !
Newcastle - - - - 31 25,532
Padstow . - - - -] L173 |} SCOTLAND.
Plymouth - - - - - 1,307
Poole - e . - . 13 Aberdeen - - - - - 495
Penzance = - - - . 7 Alloa - - - - - 27
Scarbro’ -~ - - - - 39 Berwick - - - - - 33
Stockton - - - - - 101 Carmarthen - - - - 2z
St. Ives = - - - - 9o Dundee - - - - - 164
Swansea = @« e . . 4 Glasgow -« - « - - 3797
Yarmouth = -« - - . 24 Grangemouth =~ - - 3
Cabin passengers - - - 312 Greenock - - - - - 546
—eee }{ Leith- - - - - 150
12,191 Stornaway = = = = = 192
Thurso « =« - = = 442
IRELAND. Skye, Isleof - - - - 13
Cabin passengers - - - 208
gnllyshannon - - - - 33 ‘
altimore - - - - . 19 , 6
Belfast - - - - - 4‘)636 _-&
Cork - = - - - -] 875 LOWER PORTS.
Donegal - - - - - _ 8n . N
Dublin - - - - - 2,081 New Brunswick, Miramichi, and
Galway - - - . - 409 ports in the Gulf of St. Lawrence 524
Killala - - . - - 30% Cabin passengers - - . 33
Larne - - - - - 277 A
Limerick - - - - - 4,021 556
Londonderry = - = = 2,200 e ———
Emigrant Department, Quebec, A. C. Buchanan,
31 December 1842, Chief Agent,

— (B-) NO. 4- —

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the Number of EMI¢RANTS Arrived at Quebec sinee the Year 1829, inclusive,

PLACES OF DEPARTGRE. 1820. | 1830. | 1831.] 1832.{ 1833.1 1834.] 1835.1 1836.} 1837.{ 1838.} 1839.] 1840, 1841.] 1842, | ToTA L.

England and Wales = = [3,066 | 6,709 |10,343/17,481 | 5,108 G,700 | 3,067 {12,188 5,580 990 11,086 | 4,567 | 5,970{12,101| 96,924
Irland = - - = -10014 (18,300 (34,153 128,201 12,018 [10,206 | 7,108 [12,600 14,538 | 1,456 | 5,113 {16,201 |18,317 {25,532 | 222,415
Scotland = -~ = |2643 | 2,450 5,354] 5,500 | 4,106} 4,501 | 2,127 | 2,22¢| 1,500| 547 § 485 | 1,144] 3,560 005§ 42,42

New Brunswick and Nova Sco-
tin, and ports on the River -
St. Lawrence - - o] 123] 401 ] 424 H40| 945) 839 225) 25| 2W4 ] 2W3 ) 2 2401 350 4,018

Continental ports - - - e -] - 151« -3 - «f 480« 7=~ =}« =1- -}~ =}~ -~ 500

A
| &]
fd
w

| !
15,045 28,000 30,254 [51,746 l21,752 30,095 (12,527 27,772 {21,901 | 3,266 §7,430 |22,204 [28,086 [44,374 | 366,181
§

Emigrant Department, Quebec, A, C. Buchanan,
31 December 1842, Chief Agent.
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— (B.) No. 5. ==

RETURN of the Namber of EMIGRANTS admitted at the Quarantine Hospital from the
1st of May to the close of the Navigation, 1842,

Men - - - - -
Women = - - -
Children - - - -

ADMITTED.

DISCHARGED.

DIED.

488

43¢ .

EMIGRANTS udmitted to the

54

Men - - - - -
‘Women - - - -
Children - - - -

Emigrant Department, }

Quebec, 31 December 1842,

Marine Hospital in Quebec during the same Period.
ADMITTED. | DISCHARGED. DIED.
: E} 312 280 ‘ qz
A. C. Buchanan,
Chief Agent.
— (B.) No. 6. —

DISTRIBUTION of Exicnrants arrived at Quebec in the year 1842, as near as can
be ascertained.

Caxapa, East:
City and district of Quebec

District of Three Rivers and St. ancns, including the eastern townships
C:té' and district of Montreal, including Beauharnois, St. Andrews, and

renville - - -

CaNap4, WesT S

Ottawa and Bathurst districts, and along the line of the Rideau Caml,
- 3,500
The Eastern and Johnstown dxsmcts, and along the route of the St. ”

including Bytown - -

Lawrence -

The Midland, Vlctorm and Pnnce Fdward’s Island dxsmcts, and up the
Bay of Quinte, and in the vicinity of Kingston
Landed at Cobourg, Port Hope, Windsor, Darlmgton, and sett]ed in the

Newcastle district - -

Landed at Toronto, and settled in the Home and Gore dxsmcts
Niagara district, including St. Catherine's and along the Welland Canal -

The Huron tract and in the London district

Gulf of the St. Lawrence

Supposed to have gone to the United States
Returned to the United Kingdom

Distribution unknown -

migrant Department,

Quebec, 31 December 18432.f

-

- -

500
1,100

5,000

- 1,500
Went to New Brunswick and Prince Edward’s Island, and to ports of the ’
- 200

- 100

6,600

ToraL -

37,774

| e e—————

- 44,374

A. C. Buchanan,

Chief Agent.
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—(B.) No. 7.—

Tue following List shows the Total Number of Paurers and others who received the Means to
Emigrate during the Year 1842,

CANADA.

No. 1.
Sir C. Bagot to .
Lord Stanley,
26 January 1843.

Eacl. (B.) in No, 1.

ENGLISH. IRISH. |SCOTCH,
DATE
VESSELS' NAMES. WHERE FROM. of Poorlaw | Parish | Landlords | Societies
ARRIVAL. | Commis- {andPrivateland Private] and other
sioners. Funds, Funds. Funds.
John Bell « «tNewRoss - «]11May -{- -1 - 19 -
Tottenbam - « | Ditto - - =120 - -1 -1 - 20 —
Prince George - - | London - «{20 =~ . 219 -
Belle - - - { Padstow - - 24 = -1 . 19 —
Edward - - - | Plymouth - -]28 - -1 . 6 -—
Vittoria - - - | Fowey . 2|29 = -1 - - 14 -—
R. Adelaide - - | Ditto -~ - -l29 - R - 9 —
Spermacettt - - Plymduth - -9 ~- -1~ - 16 —
Emmanuel ~ = | Bristol - «]l31 - -]- . 19 —
Lord Canterbury - | Ditto - . -} 3June ~-}- . 54 -—
Bowlin - - ~ | Glusgow - -] 6 - - |- - f- - - - 130
Harper - - -|IDitic - =+ <| 9 = -~ -1 |- - 29
Renfrewshire - - | Ditto - - |10 =~ . -1- - . 568
Voluna - - -] Padstow - -| 7 = -1- . 8 —
Bryan Abbs - ~ | Limerick - -2 - -l -] - 104 —
Irvine - - - | Bristol - -1 16 = -l - 32 —
Pusey Hall - =~ ] Cowes- « |16 - - 17 -
Minstrel - - - | Liverpool - -{16 - -1- - 20 -
Dependent - - | Bridgwater - -{27 =~ - 52 -
Ayrshire - - -} Newry and Dublin | 30 - -1- ‘|- - 62 -
Orbit - = =} London « -} 1July - 194 -
Traveller « - - | Dublin - «| 5 - -1~ - - 51 -
Sapphire - - - | Limerick - -{| 5 = . -1- - 43 —
Arcturus - .- - | London - ) 5 = - 48 -_
Wexford - - - | Glasgow&'Greenock] 6 - “ i ) |- - 130
Independence - « | Belfast - -1 6 - -1- -1~ - 158 —_—
Hope - . « [ Limerick . | g - - |- -]- - 47 -
Joseph Green - - | Thurso e -]l17 - -1- -1- -1- - 38
Mary - - - | London - ~131 - -}- . 12 —
Pactolus - - - | Glasgow - -] 3Aug -] - ol= - - - 51
Euphrosyne « - | Bristol - |25 - - - . 15 —
City of Waterford - | Liverpool - - |28 - -1~ - 5 -
Princess Royal « - | Carmarthen « - 29 - - |- - 4 —
Susan - . - | Londen = -] 28Sept. - 8o -
Eliza - - - | Ditto - - ~l17 - - 6o —
Roseberry -« «|/Dito ~ - .[26 - - bl -
Adelaide = - .| Liverpool - <{120ct, |- - 8 —_
John and Mary « - | Padstow - |12 - -1- - 7 —
831 248 504 946
Total - - - « 2,599
Emigrant Department, Quebec, A, C. Buckanan,
31 December 1842, } Chief Agent.
109. c3
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—(B.) No. 8. —

ABSTRACT of Average Length of Passaces made by Vessels with Emigrants from the United
Kingdom to Quebec, during the Year 1842.

DATE OF SAILING FROM THE UNITED NUMBER OF| SHORTEST | LONGEST | AVERAGE
KINGDOM, VESSELS, | PASSAGE. | PASSAGE, | PASSAGE.
March 28 to g1 . - - - - 3 42 8
April 1 to 15 - - - - . G4 32 gt :7§
- 16 to 30 L 49 40 70 44}
May 1 to 15 - - . « - 41 39 62 473
- 16 to 31 - - - - - 30 34 50 40
June 1 to 15 - - - - - 29 28 77 42
- 16 to 30 - - - - - 23 39 70 58
July 1 to 15 - - - - - 11 40 62 52
-~ 16 to 31 - - - - - 15 33 56 48
August 1 to 15 - - - - - 27 41 72 47 %
- 16 to 31 - - - - - 27 35 54 45
September 1 to 15 - - - - . 4 38 46 413
- 16 to 30 - - - - - 2 30 35 323
Average - -~ - 46 days.

A. C. Buchanan,

Emigrant Department, Quebec,}
Chief Agent,

31 December 1842.

— (B.) No. 9. —

EXTRACTS from the severul WeekLy REporTs made to the Governor-General by the
Chief Agent for Emigrants at Quebec.

Week ending 21st May 1842,

Tue emigrants who have arrived at this port since the opening of the navigation, are
farmers, labourers, and mechanics, and all landed in good health.

Those by the Favourite, Mohawk, and Monarch, from Glasgow, 169 in number, are
farmers and respectable mechanics, all in good circumstances, who, with the exception of a
few of the tradesmen, are proceeding to join their relatives scttled in different sections of
the provinee ; two familics went to their friends in Shipton, eastern townships.

The John Bell and Tottenham arrived from New Ross with 429 passengers ; these are
chiefly labourers and farmers, many of the former very poor and depending on immediate
cmployment for their support ; the farmers generally appear to possess money, and with
few exceptions are proceeding to their friends in Canada West.

On my boarding the Tottenham to inspect the vessel, I found that the master had
removed all the berthing and accommodation for his passengers previous {o his arrival in
port, contrary to the fourth clause of the Provincial Puassenger Act, for which 1 fined him
i the penalty of 54, which he paid to avoid costs of prosecution. The penalty I handed
over to Mr. Jessopp, the collector of customs.

The barque Borneo, with 201 pessengers from Limenck, chiefly labourers, and a few
furmers : many of the latter appear in good circumstances ; the labourers are poor, and
depending on immediate employment for their support.

The passengers per Prince George from London are 262 in wumber, and, with the excep-
tion of 40, are paupers, sent out under the sanction of the Poor Law Cominissioners, chiefly
from Kent ; they landed in good health, and received a free passage to Moutreal, with two
days’ provision, and 20s. sterhng to cach adult on leaving the ship. They are, with few
exceptions, proceeding to their friends in the Newcastle, Home, and Gore distriets.  Two
familics, cabin passengers, who are in possession of considerable means, I have induced
to scttle on the Lambton Road; they Luve taken 50 acres cach, and intend, so soon as
they have made the requisite improvements, to purchase a further quantity of land from
Government,

Week ending 28th May.
Eungrants arrived during the past week all landed in good heulth, and consist of far-

mers, mechanics, and labourers ; many of them are in good circumstances ; their destina-
tion is principally to Canada West, some to join their fricnds, and others to obtain land or

cmployment,
Py The
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The passengers from the ports of Padstow, Gloster, St. Ives, Plymouth, Hull, and Aber-
deen, are of the better class of emigrants, and all appear to possess means ; many of them
have friends settled in different sections of the province; and others, particularly from
Padstow, are miners and mechanics in search of employment.

The Irish emigrants were not generally so well off; a considerable number of them are
very poor; those with large families were assisted to proceed to their fiiends, and where
they would meet with employment.

Ie&any of themn are, however, in good circumstances, and have brought out a good deal of
property ; their destination is, with few exceptions, to the western part of the province.

Among the arrivals this week are 417 passengers brought up by the steamer Lumber
Merchant from the wreck of the ship Jane Black, from Limerick, lost on the night of the
9th mnstant at Point des Monts, 260 miles below this port; the poor people were encamped
for 10 days, and on a short allowance of food, before the steamer reached them; they
saved but little of their luggage ; and many of them who left their homes in comfortable
circumstonces, lost every ﬁling they had. Captain Gorman stated that a large number of
his passengers brought out a considerable amount of money among them ; they were Pro-
testants, and intended to settle in the western gection of the province. Owing to the dis-
tressed state in which these people arrived, { was under the necessity of assisting about 200
of them with a passage and provisions to Montreal, on their route to their friends.

Captain Simpson, of the ship Llan Rumney, from Hull, brought up 54 passengers from the
wreck of the Kent, from Glasgow. This vessel was lost on the same night as the Jane
Black, at Seven Island Bay, 300 miles below this port; the passengers saved the greater

CANADA.
No. 1.
Sir C. Bagot to
Lord Stanley,
26 January 1843.

Enel. (B.) in No. 1.

part of their effects, and were able to defray their own expenses from this port. Much

credit is due to Captain Simpson for his kind and humane conduct to these people during
their stay in his ship. They state that several vessels had passed previously, but refused to
take them off the wreck. Caplain Simpson supplied them with provisions at his own
expense until their arrival at this port.

I; fined Captain of the Leo, from Wexford, 5. for the infringemcnt of the 4th clause
of the Provincial Passenger Act, which he paid to avoid the costs of prosecution ; the amount
1 handed over to M1, Jessopp, collector of customs.

Week ending 4th June.

The emigrants arrived during the past week consist cf farmers, mechanics, and labourers,
a large portion of whom are in search of employment. There are however a number of
families in good circumstances, who are with few exceptions proceeding to Canada West,
where many have friends ; and others with the intention of settling,

I have heen under the necessity of extending relief to a considerable number of families
during the past week, owing to the difficulty of procuring labour for them in this section
of the province. Among the passengers arrived are 14 families, in the Carleton, from
Glasgow ; these people are members of the North Quarter Glasgow Society ; they landed here
in good health, but without a shilling in their pockets, and consist of mechanics and
labourers ; all appear anxious and desirous of obtaining employment, and as many of them
have rclations in the upper province, I assisted those with large families to proceed thither.
Masons are at present required at the Government works in this city, and mechanics of this
class find ready employment at good wages, 5s. per day; all other description of employ-
ment is, 1 regret to say, scarce. This 1s to be attributed solely to the depressed state
of trade, and the small number of vessels arrived to this date. The timber coves, which
in former years furnished employment to a large number of labourers on their first arrival
here, are this season not employing a single man, and the number of resident labourers
thrown out of employment ; completely ubsord the work which formerly was open to the
emigrant,

Among the passengers in the Lord Canterbury from Bristol, were eight families, 54 in
number, who were assisted by their respective parishes ; they are proceeding to the western
section of the province; the remaining families are all in good circumstances, and have brought
out a good deal of money with them ; they intend setﬁing in the Johnstown, Midland, and
Home districts, In the Emmanuel were three families, 19 in number, also sent out by their
par}i}sh ; they were forwarded to Montreal at the ship’s expense, and are going to their friends
at Prescott.

Week ending 11th June.

The emigrants arrived during the past week have landed generally in good health ; of
whom over two-thirds are Irish’; they arc chiefly of the agricultural class; and the average
of those who are in possession of small capital is, I consider, greater than in former seasons ;
their route is, with few exceptions, to the western section of the province, some to join friends,
and others to purchase lands. I have cndeavoured to persuade a few of the heads of
families, who have good mcans (but without any fixed destination in view), to visit some of
our flourishing scttlements in this section of the provinee, and judge for themselves ; but I
regret to say their dread of winter is so great, that it is difficult to induce them to attend to
any offer for settlement, no matter how tavourable it may be, should it be situated in Lower
Canada. It is gratifying to state that to this period there have been but few cascs of com-
plaint against masters of vessels; the accommodations have been very good, and passengers
generally well supplied with provisions. In the ships Bowlin, Harper, and Renfrewshire, from

109, ¢ 4 Glasgow,
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Glasgow, were 727 passengers, members of the different emigration societies ; these peopl e
all landed very poor; and owing to their long passage, the avera%e being 57 days, arrive d
here short of provisions; the passengers by the two former ships proceeded direct to
Montreal, andl; was under the necessity of furnishing them with a supply of oatmeal and
biscuit to enuble them to reach that port. '
Those by the Renfrewshire landed here, without provisions or the means of paying their
transport up the country ; and as they principally consisted of persons with large families,
for whom employment could not be obtained here, I was under the necessity of assisting the
reater portion of them to proceed to the western section of the province ; some to join their
iends, or others in search of employment. I regret to remark that the members of the
Glasgow emigration societies arrived here both this and last year in a more destitutecondition
than any other emigrants from the United Kingdom; they leave their homes with barely
sufficient to pay their passage, and to procure a scanty supply of provisions ; and unless
they have a favourable passage, land here \in a state of great distress. The passengers,
although much within the period allowed by law for a voyage to this port, were out of
provisions some days before their arrival at quarantine.

. The emigrants from England are from Padstow, Bideford, and Aberystwith; they are all
able to pay their way to their destinations, and many of them have brought out a good deal
ofmoney. They all emigrated on their own account, with the exception of one family, eight
in number, sent out in the Voluna, from Padstow, by parish relief.

A number of families have landed during the week, with the intention of proceeding to
the United States; they have in many instances been sent for by their friends, and all have
a fixed destination in view.

Week ending 18th June.

The emigrants arrived during the past week consist of farmers, labourers, and mechanies ;
in several of the vessels there has been a number of cases of small-pox, measles, and fever,
and there has consequently been a considerable addition to the number of patients in
quarantine hospital.

In the Bryan Abbs werc 18 families, 104 persons, sent out by Colonel Wyndham from
his estates in the county of Clare; these people were well provided for, and received the
sum of 20 s. sterling each adult on landing here, to enable them to proceed up the country.
In the John Walker, from Poole, were 236 persons; 18 were left sick at Grosse Isle, and
three deaths occurred during the voyage. They consist of English, Irish, and Scotch ; there
are a few respectable farmers with capital, who are proceeding to settle in the Home dis-
trict ; the remainder are labourers and mechanics in search of employment.

In the Albion, from Sligo, were 123 passengers, generally poor, and proceeding up the
country for employment ; a few families are going to their friends in the United States;
left four sick at quarantine. The Marquis of Wellesley had 264 passengers from Dublin ;
they are chiefly farmers,and have brought out a large amount of capital, and are a respect-
able set of people. Three families went to their friends in the eastern townships, the rest
to Canada West.

One hundred and five passengers arrived in the Queen of the Isles, from Glasgow ; are
mechanics and labourers, and all appear to have sufficient means to convey them to their
destinations.

In the Cabotia and Minstrel, from Liverpool, are 408 passengers; a few English farmers
have brought out good means with them ; the chief part are labourers, and a few mechanics
who are proceeding to different sections of the province to their friends. The latter vessel
left nine in hospital, and a few of the families were short of provisions ; one family, seven in
number, and several young men and women were assisted by the parish ; about 30 of them
are gone to their friends in the United States.

The passengers from Hull and Bristol, 192 in number, are all in good circumstances,
among whom are several farmers with capital.

In the Irvine, from Bristol, were four families, 32 in number, sent out by their parish ;
171 passengers in the Pusey Hall, from London and Cowes, were sent out under the sanc-
tion of the Poor Law Commissioners, They were well supplied during the voyage, and the
sum of 116/, 10s. sterling was paid to them on landing, with u free passage to Montreal.

Two hundred and forty-four passengers in the brigs Samuel and Hannah, from Killala, are
very é)oor ; they all landed in good health, A number of the oung men I have directed to
the Gosford Road for employment, and those with families I assisted to proceed up the
country.

Theypassengers in the brig Percival, 149 in number, were 55 days on the voyage ; they
were short of provisions, and obliged to put into Sydney for a supply. Those from Scar-
borough are respectable farmers, and all appear to possess means.

In the Onyx, from Dublin, arc a number of respectable farmers with money, the remain-
der are labourers and mechanics proceeding to ditterent sections of the province; 13 of her
passengers were left at Grosse Isle.

In the Chieftain, from Larne, with 261 passengers, there are several farmers with their
families, who have brought out capital, varying from 2007 to 6001 ; they are proceeding
to settle in Canada West., The remainder are farm servants and labourers, who have
emigrated in search of employment.

1 regret to say that employment continues veri'l scarce, both in this neighbourhood and in
Montreal ; and from reports received from Mr. Hawke, I regret to find the same complaint
exists in that quarter, and will I fear continue so until the harvest commences.
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Week ending 25th June.

The emigrants arrived during the past week have landed, with the exception of those in
a few vessels, in good health, and among them are a considerable number of respectable
families with capital.

In the Gazelle and Jane Duffis, from Donegal, are 470 passengers, among whom are a
number of respectable farmers, who have brought out a large amount of property; the
capital in these two vessels (from the information I have been able to collect) amounts to
from 8,000/, to 10,000/, Their destination is Canada West, principally to the Home and
Gore districts. The Henry, from Killala, with 148 passengers, artived in good health ;
a few families ave in good circumstances, but the greater part poor. Many of them have
friends in the Ottawa, Bathurst, and Johnston districts ; three families are going to their
friends in the state of New York.

The passengers in the Queen Victoria, Luna, Bowes, and Queen, from Sligo, 711 in
number, all landed in good health ; and althou‘gh they had long passages, average bein
45 days, they, with the exception of one or two families, per the Queen, had a surplus stock
of provisions on landing. A few families are in good circumstances, but the greater part
are poor. About one-fourth are going to their friends in the United States, the remainder
to different sections of the province. Those with large families were assisted from this
office with means to enable them to reach their friends in the Home and Newcastle
districts.

Sixty passengers in the brig Robert Murrow, from Leith, are respectable tradesmen; all
appear to possess means, and, with the exception of three fumilies who remain in Montreal
with their friends, are proceeding to the neighbourhood of Toronto to settle; they went to
Montreal direct in the vessel.

In the brig Wingrove, from Glasgow, were 160 passengers; this vessel proceeded to
Montreal direct, after a few hours delay here, with her passengers. On boarding her, they
complained of an overcharge for emigrant tax; children under fourteen, and seven years,
being charged the full tax of 45, 6d. sterling, which is contrary to law ; but as the vessel only
remained here 2 few hours, I forwarded instructions to the agent at Montreal to take the
necessary steps to give them redress, in case the captain refused to refund the overcharge.
A number of these families are very poor; they are members of the Glasgow emigration
societies, and will require assistance to enable them to proceed up the country.

In the Xenophon, from Belfast, 250 passengers are farm labourers and tradesmen; a
few of the former are in good circumstances, and are proceeding to Port Hope, Hamilton,
and a few families to their friends in the London district, and from eight to ten young men
to their friends in the state of New York. This vessel had a long voyage of 52 days, but
all landed in good health.

8ix hundred and thirty-seven passengers, in the Standard and Compton from Liverpool,
are principally labourers, and generally very poor; above one-fourth are going to the United
States, to their friends; among them are 10 or 12 Welsh families, consisting of about
5@ individuals, who are going to the state of Ohio; they appear to have sufficient means
to pay their way. The passengers per Compton suffered a great deal from sickness ; there
were 12 deaths from small-pox during the voyage, and a number of cases were sent to
hospital on her arrival at quarantine,

"This vessel had a long passage of nine weeks, and cousequently a great many of the pas-
sengers were short of provisions ; they all complained of the neglect'ind inattention of the
master, Mr. Jeffery, to their wants during the voyage; and I regret that, owing to the
defective regulations of the present Passenger Act, 1 could not give them any redress to
their complaints.

One hundred and sixty-six passengers, per Jubilee from Westport, landed in good heelth;
they are chiefly labourers; a number are going to their friends in the United States, and
others are in search of employment.

In the brig Ann Moore, from Limerick, were 182 passengers. There was, I regret to say,
a great deal of sickness in this vessel ; she left 59 of her passengers at Grosse Isle, 37 of
whom were sent to hospital, A passenger by this vessel, named Patrick Quincey, jumped
overboard during the mght while the ship was at anchor at Grosse Isle, and was drowned,
leaving a wife and eight children, who were sent to hospital with fever: he has left 40
sovereigns in gold, which were taken charge of by the medical supei.ntendent until his
wife recovers.

The pascengers in the Prince of Wales, 193 in uumber, from Galway, landed in good
health ; they arc chiefly labourers and farmers, and are proceeding up the conntry in search
of employment; a few families are in good circumstances. About 40 are going to the
UnitchStutes, to join their friends settled there.

Employment, I regret to say, still continues scarce in this district; I have, however,
succeeded in procuring employment on the Gosford Road for about 100 men, and from 100
fo 150 in the eastern townships. Employment, I hear, is abundant in that section of the
province ; but 1 find the greates difficulty to induce those seeking work to try that section
of the province,.
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Week ending 2d July,

The emigrants arrived this week are principally farmers and labourers; those in the
William Tell, and Richard Watson, from Dublin, 364 in number, landed in good health';
they are chiefly labourers, and a few farmers, who appear possessed of small capital.

'Bile passengers in the Mary Russell, Beadicea, Mary, and Messenger, from Limerick,
arrived in good health, and consist of farmers and labourers; they are with few exceptions
proceeding to Canada West, with the intention of settling. In the Mary Russell, the
passengers were of o superior class; several families brought out capital, from 500L to
600/, and the master reported almost every family wasin possession of from 40 to 507 in
gold ; these people all proceeded to settle in the Home and Gore districts.

In the Dumfrieshire, Mary, and Margaret Johnston, were 1,135 passeugers from Bel-
fast ; they landed in good health, and are all proceeding to the western part of the province ;
only eight families, about 40 individuals, out of this number applied for assistance, which
they received, as they were going to join their relatives settled in the western section of the
province,

The passengers from Hull and Plymouth, 335 in number, are principally agriculturalists
and all appear in good circumsiances; a few are going to the United States, but over three-
fourths intend setfling in Canada West, in the Newcastle, Home, and Gore districts, and
one or two families in the Huron tract. )

Ninety-eight passengersin the Dependant, from Bridgewater, arrived in good health, 52
of whom were sent out by the Chard Union, in Somersetshire; these people were found in
provisions by the ship, and received 20s. sterling on landing ; the remaining passengers were
of the beiter class, and possess good means; they intend going to the western section of
the province to settle; a good many of the paupers intend proceeding to the United States,

The passengers in the Blonde and_ Feron:o, 483, from Glasgow, are a fine intelligent body
of people; and hav~ brought a large amount of capital with them ; it is impossible to ascer-
tain the exact amount, but from the information I have received, I should estimate it at
from 10,0007 to 12,0000, ; they are proceeding te the Bathurst, Home, and Gore districts,
with the intention of settling ; many of them are going to join their friends, ‘

The passengers per the Ayrshire, 416 in number, from qurly and Dublin; she had a long
voyage of 51 days, and had 25 deaths, previous to her arrival at Grosse Isle, all children,
from the effects of measles; a number of families, embarked at Dublin, were aided in their
emigration by the Earl of Fitzwilliam, from his estates in the county of Clare; these
people, owing to their long passage, landed here, as well as many of the other passengers,
short of provisions, and I was under the necessity of assisting 16 families, who had
expended all their means, to enable them to proceed up the countlx:gr.

fhree hundred and twenty-six passengers in the Thomas and Hannah, and Jane Avery,
from Londonderry, arrived mn good hetﬁth; they are chiefly labourers, and all very poor;
I had to assist a large number of families who were without means, to proceed up the
country ; some to their friends,and others in search of employment.

In the brig Mary, from Liverpool, were 213 passengers; this vessel arrived in a most
wretched state at Grosse lsle, from sickness; there had been five deaths previous to her
arrival there ; and 56 cases of typhus were sent to hospital, two of whom died in a few
hours after. This vessel cleared from Liverpool, nccording to the certified list of her passen-
gers fornarded to this office by the Government agent at that port, with 192 pessengers ;
on arrival here, she wes found to have 22 on board whose names were not on tﬁe list ; she
was also exceedingly crowded, the passengers being obliged to keep all their luggage and
provisions between decks, there heing no room in the lower hold; it (with the exeception of
a *mall space for water and fuel) was full of salt. On measuring the superficial space
between decks, I found she had only space for 165 adults, whereas she had 180 § on hoard,
being an excess of 15 passengers; the necessary information was immediately placed in
the hands of the Crown officer, to prosecute the master for the infringement of the second
clause of the Imperial Passengers Act.

The dreadful condition in which this vessel arrived may, in a greut measure, in my opinion,
be attributed to the crowded state of the vessel, and to her having a cargo of salt in the
lower hold, which was full up to the platform which the passengers occupied,

One hundred and ninety-four passengers in the Orbit from London and Gravesend,
were sent out under the direction and superintendence of the Poor Law Commissioners ;
there were five deaths on the voyage, one an old man, the others children, and left a
number of cases at Grosse Isle; these people were forwarded to Montreal at the ship's
expense, and reccived 205. sterling cach adult on landing here.

The passengers m the Ruth, from Cork, and Jane, from Tralee, are chicfly labourers, and
with very limited means; a large number in the Ruth were very destitute, and as employ-
ment in this district is very limited, I had to forward a considerable number of thein up the
country,

Two hundred and fifty-three passengers in the Devereux, from Liverpool, and 186 in the
Mary Alice, from Newport, Ireland, are very pocr, uud principally depending on employ-
ment for their support. Notwithstanding the passage to Montreal is only 1s. 3d. each,
I was under the necessity of forwarding n very large proportion of the passeugers in the
latter vessel ; they are géoing‘ to difterent sections of Canada West, to join their friends.

The passengers from Sligo, 439 in number, have landed in good health ; they are princi-
pally labourers, and intend to proceed up the country in scarch of employment,
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Week ending 9th July.

Over 7,000 emigrants landed at this port during the past week, 5,000 of whom arrived
during the 6th and 6th instant, and all extremely healthy. By a report received from
Dr. Douglass, the medical superintendent at Grosse Isle, it appears he had cceasion to send
only four cases, out of the whole number, to hospital, & circumstance unprecedented.
Their healthy stete may in 8 great measure be attributed to the extremely fine passages,
most of the vessels have made ; the average of the week is less than 40 days, and the Sher-
brooke, Jessie, and Victoria, from Liverpool, and Robert Bruce, from Bristol, came over in
from 26 to 30 days, without a single day of rough weather,

They consist of farmers, labourers, mechanics, and servants, very many of whom have
brought out a good deal of property, and are, with few exceptions, proceeding to settle in
Canada West. I shouid estimate this number at two-thirds ; the remainder are very poor,
and many without means sufficent to take them to their friends, or to where they will meet
with employment. .

Those who arrived here in the most distress, were 35 families, 156 persons, in the ship
Independence, from Belfast; and 22 families, 130 persons, in the Wexford, from Glasgow ;
these families had formed themselves into societies, and collected subscriptions, which
barely enabled them to procure a passage and provisions for the voyage, and arrived here
destitute of both movey and provisions. T was under the necessity of giving these Feople a
supply of provisions, and forwaided them up to the country, there being no employment
available for them in this district.

The other emigrants who received assistance to emigrate were from Dublin and Limerick,
181 in number ; they all received a sum of money on landing here to enable them to pro-
ceed to their friends, and -were also well supplied during the voyage ; those from Limerick
are mostly Colonel Wyndham’s tenantry; they are proceeding to their friends in the
Newcastle district ; 10 samilies, 48 in number, in the Areturus, are paupers sent out by
their parishes, under t)ie superintendence of the Poor Law Commissioners ; they all received
sufficient wmeans to zarry them to their destinations.

A case of gross infringement of the Imperial Passenger Act occurred this week in the
brig Lively, ??aptain , from Galway, with 192 passengers; about 180 of these
Jieople state that they had engaged their passage with Mr. ——, in this vessel, to proceed
to St. John’s, New Brunswick;ﬁmt, contrary to their agreement, they were brought to
this port. 1 immediately took procevdings against Captain —— to oblige him to fulfil
the contract between these people and Mr. ——, which he, to avoid prosecution, im-
mediately complicd with, and furnished those who were desirous of proceeding to St.
Jon’s with a conveyance, there being fortunately a schooner about to sail for that port; a
repo t of the particulars of the case, with the aflidavits of the passengers, I forward sepa-
rate. It is but justice to the master to state that he appears in no way to blame, having
joined the vessel only a few days previous to her sailing, and he used cvery exertion to
remedy the evil on arrival here. I have alse had occasion to place information in the
hands of the Crown officer to prosecute the following vessels for the infringement of the
Imperial Act, in not having sufficient superficial space for the accommodation of their

assengers ; viz. the Jane Melvain, from™ Londonderry; Independence, from Belfast;
zord Seaton and Dromahair, from Sligo; Bruce, from Newport, and the Lively, from
Galway ; the llarmony, from Waterford : the Britannia and Warrior, from Westport, were
fined by the collector of customs for an excess of passengers over their tonnage; these
vessels have cach paid the penalty.

There are still, 1 regret to say, a good muny hands unemployed at the different agencies
throughout the province, but as the harvest is now approaching, I anticipate but little diffi-
culty in being able to dispuse of them all to advantage. Mr. Hawke reports, that the crops
look miost promising, and that throughout Canada West there is every appearance of a
bountiful harvest ; this in connexion with the large additional number of hands which will
shortly be required on the St. Lawrence improvements in this section of the province, will
morc than absorb those at present seehing employment, and algo furnish it for those
who may arrive,

Week ending 23d July.

The emigrants amived during the past week all landed in good health, and consist of
mechanics, farners, and a few labourers, generally in good circumstances.

The {)asscngers per the Amazon, from Hull, conuist of eight families and a few young
men, chiefly mechanics, the greater part of “them intend proceeding to join their triends
settled in the state of Ohio, and all appear to possess good means. Two families, farmers,
are procecding to settle in the neighbourhood of Toronto. One hundred and seventy-seven
passengers in the Lixile from Belfust, are o respectable luoking people, chiefly farmers;
a considerable number of them have their friends in the western section of the province ;
this vessel had an excess of 18 passengers over her complement, according to the superficial
nicasurement of her passengers’ deck, and I have taken the necessary proceedings against
the niaster to enforce the penalty. The barque Joseph Green arrived from Thurso with 239
passengers, who landed m good health ; this vessel also had an excess of 26 } passengers
over her complewent, according to measurement, particulars of which 1 have placed in the
bands of the Crown ofticer fur prosecution.

These people ave, with thy exception of a few fumilies, all in good circumstances, and
able to pay thewr wuy to their destinations, which are to the Bathurst, Home, and Gore
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districts. The 103 passengers in the brig Truant, from Sligo, are a healthy set of people,
and consist of farmers and labourers, many of whom have friends in the western part of the
province. This vessel was ascertained, on checking her list of passengers, to have an excess
of 10§ adults over her complement, according to tonnage, for which excess the master was
fined in the penalty of 201 sterling, although, according to the extent of her superficial
space, she might have carried from 12 to 14 passengers more. . Passengers per the Coris-
brooke, from Liverpool, and Baltic, from Yarmouth, are chiefly farmers and labowrers ; some
respectable families in the former vessel are proceeding to settle in the castern townships.
I am happy to report that during the pust month I have succeeded in directing a very
considerable number of families to that section of the province; and, by the reports I have
since received, they have all succeeded in petting employment, with the exception of some
few young men, who were dissatisfied with the wages oftered, viz. 2s. per day, with board.
The following extract of a report received from A. B. Hawke, Esq., chief agent for Canada
West, dated 20th instant, conveys most gratifying intelligence of the increased demand for
labourers, and that the number of the unemployed, which I have had occasion to allude to
in my former Reports, are rapidly decreasing :—

“ The accounts which I Rave received %rom Cobourg, Toronto, and Hamilton, since I
wrote you last, state that the near approach of harvest has increased the demand for labour,
and that the number of unemployed persons was rapidly diminishing; but few emigrants so
far have obtained employment on the public works. When we consider how few canal
labourers scttle and become good farmers, it is a subject of congratulation that so many
have found employment in the rural districts; and unless we have a very extensive emigra-
tion late this fall, there is 2very prospect that all the immigrants will be comfortably settled
before the winter sets in.”’

In the schooner Deflance, from Miramichi, were 108 passengers, 10 of whom landed there
this season ; the others were old residents, chiefly farmers and labourers. Employment being
very scarce, they have come on here seeking it. The greater part intend proceeding up the
country.

Week ending 6th August.

The emigrants arvived at this port since the 24th ultimo consist chiefly of farmers and
labourers, and all landed in good health.

In the Troubadour, from Glasgow, were 224 passengers, consisting of farmers and me-
chanics, many of whom are in good circumstances. They are all proceeding to the western
sectivn of the province to settle, where many of them have friends. They proceeded to
Montreal in the vessel. One hundred and thirty-three passengers in the St. Andrew, from
Stornaway, are principally labourers and a few farmers, and all very poor, They all intend
settling in the eastern townships, in Burry and Linwick. Their means being very limited,
I was under the necessity of assisting them with a conveyance for the women and chadren
as far as Sherbrook.

In the Margaret Balfour, from Belfast, were some very respectable emigrants, with good
ineans ; they all went to the western section of the province for settlement and employ-
ment. Two families, 12 in number, in the Mary, from London, are proceeding to their
relatives at Guelph ; they were assisted to emigrate by their parish. The other emigrants
by this vessel appear in comfortable circumstances, and have all procceded up the country,
some for emplovment and others to join their friends. Seventy-four passengers in the
schiwoner Anne Marla, from Limerick, consist of farmers and labourers. Five families are
goceeding‘ to their friends at Bytown, the remainder are going tc iheir fricuds in the

nited States. They all appear able to pay their own way.

in the Pactolus, from Glasgow, were nine families, 51 souls, who have becn aided to
emigrate by public and private contribution; they landed here very poor. Two famnilies
who have relations in the province, one at Guelph, the other near Montreal, were forwarded
to them ; the others were sent into the country settlements for employment. This vessel
proceeded direct to Montreal. The remainder of her passengers were all in good rircum-
gtances, and all intend settling in Canada West,

The demand for labourets throughout the country settlements has considerably increased ;
and I received a letter from one gentleman in the eastern townships a few days since,
requesting me to forward him from 20 to 30 hands, to whom he would give steady employ-
ment until the winter, at 2s. 6d. per day. 1 find great difficulty in inducing any of those
seeking employment to avail themselves of this offer; if they have the means of proceeding
up the country, nothing will induce them to remain in this section of the province.

Week cnding 13th August.

The emigrants of the past week landed in good health; but a large proportion of them
very poor, and requiring assistance to enable them to reach their friends; they are, with
but with few exceptions, proceeding to different sections of Canada West, to join their
friends and relatives, who have been for some years resident in the province.

A number of the passengers per Springhill, from Donegal, are very poor; and T was
under the necessity of assisting them with a free passage up the country, to enable them to
proceed to their friends ; the greater part of these people were on bouard this vessel over 12
woeeks : as owing to o report of the vessel being unseawerthy, the Government agent at
Sligo would not permit her to proceed to sea until a proper survey was held, and she was
reported fit for the voyage, The pussengers per the Royal Bride, from Dundee, arc respeglt—

able
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-able farmers, and all have friends and relatives settled in the ﬁrovince; they all appear to
possess means, One hundred and ninety-eight Bassengers in the Nelson Village, from Belfast,
are also, with few exceptious, proceeding to Canada West to join their relatives ; they are
mostly agricultural labourers, a number of whom possess money ; a few young men whose
means were limited proceeded to ihe Gosford Road for employment. The passengers per
Huron, from Liverpool, and Henry Volant, from Ballﬁshannon, are labourers, a few mechanics,
and scrvants ; the greater part are proceeding up the country to their friends, and others I
have directed to the Gosford Road for employment. Three families have gone to the eastern
townships ; there are but few emigrants about this city or Montreal out of employment at
present ; several hundred hands are now employed on the Beauharnois Canal, at 3s. per day.

Week ending 20th August.

The emigrants arrived during the past week -consist of agricultural labourers, a few
farmers, mechanics, and domestic servants ; and nearly all appear to have their friends or
relatives settled in different sections of the province; they have landed generally in good
health; but owing to long and tedious passages, the average being over 57 days, very
many families whose funds were limited, were unable to proceed to their destinations with-
out assistance.

The passengers per the Macoa, 282 in number, suiled from Londonderry on the 10th May,
and after being a few days at sea, the ship was obliged to put into Belfast in distress ; and
was detained there until the 14th June. As these people were delayed at that port upwards
of four weeks, attended with & good deal of extra expense, the funds of many of the
families were completely exhausted on their arrival here ; and I found it necessary to grant
some assistance to enable them to reach their fiiends. The master, Mr. Milligan, was most
kind and attentive to their wants during the voyage ; and they all speak most favourably
of his attention ; they are all proceeding to Canada West.

One hundred and fifty-two passengers in the John and Robert, from Liverpool, had also a
long voyage of 50 days; many of the families were short of provisions, and being obliged
to purchase from the master, they landed here very poor; they also state that they were waiting
a considerable time in Liverpool for a vessel ; with few exceptions they are proceeding to
Canada West to their friends. One hundred and seven passengers in the brig Alice, from
Glasgow, and 78 in the Sir William Wallace, from Aberdeen, are all respectable farmers and
agriculturalists ; and with ti,e exception of one or two families in the former vessel, appear in

ood circumstances, and are going to join their friends and relatives in the Huron tract, and

ondon district ; a few families are proceeding to the neighbourhood of Perth and Bytown,
and up the Ottawa river, Six families, 38 in number, in the St. Lawrence, from Cork, are
going to their friends in the Bathurst district ; they are all in good health, and appear well
able to pay their way; there is a good demand for skilled labour among the farmers in that
section of the province, and good hands have no difficulty in procuring employment; common
abourers find it much more difficult, and, for steady employment, are dependant on the
public works ; about 400 hands are at present employed on the Gosford Road in this distriet,
one-half of whom are emigrants of this season; wages 2/, per month and their board.

Week ending 27th August.

A large portion of the emigrants arrived during the past week have suffered much from
want of provisions and from sickness, the average length of these passages being over eight
weeks.

The ship Mountaineer, with 505 passengers, was 68 days on her voyage, and her pas-
sengers suffered very much from the eflects of small-pox and typhus fever, 30 deaths
having occurred previous to her arrival at quarantine, and two more during her detention
there. Many of the passengers were so much reduced from want of food, that the medical
officer was under the necessity of retaining a number in hospital for a few days, to enable
them to recover their strength ; the stock of provisions of a great many hecame exhausted,
after being out about five or six weeks, and they were under the necessity of purchasing
food from the master at most exorbitant rates: this as well as many other complaints made
by the passengers is now undergoing legal investigation, which when closed will be duly
reported. A largie number of these people are proceeding to join their fiiends, chiefly in
Canada West. There were o good many Scotch emigrants among them, who are in good
circumstances, and who are going to their friends in the London and Western districts.

The passengers per the Euphrosyne, from Bristol, are furmers and farm-labourers; two or
three families have brought out a good deal of property with them, and intend settling in
the London district. This vessel was 69 days on her voyage, but they all appeared well
supplied.

The passengers per the Caledonia, 86 in number, from Glasgow, are respectable farmers
and mechanics; they are all proceeding to join their friends in Canada West.

The 123 passengers in the Elephant, from Greenock, are, with the exception of a few
families, in good circumstances ; they had a long passage of 51 days, but were well sup-
plied with provisions.

In the Ldinburgh, from Liverpool, were 300 passengers. This vessel was 54 days on
her voyage, and many of the passengers were short of provisions ; they however landed in
good health, and consist of farmers, labourers, and a large number of mechanics ; the former
are all proceeding to join their friends, and the latter in search of employment.
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The passengers by the Borneo, 135 in number, from Limerick, and John Bell, from New
Ross, are chiefly labourers coming out to join their friends; a number in the former vessel
are going to the United States to their friends.

Week ending 3d September.

The emigrants arrived duving the past week have landed in good health, and consist of
farmers, labourers, and mechanics. These vessels, unfortunately, all have had long pas-
sages, the average for the week being 60 days; consequently very many families were short
of provisions, and obliged to buy from the master for some weeks previous to arrival, which
has exhausted all their means. - .

Over one-half arc proceeding to join their relatives and friends settled in different
sections of the province, chiefly in Canada West; a few are proceeding to Ohio and the
western part of the state of New York ; and the remainder, principally mechenics, are in
search of employment. Owing to the above causes the applications for assistance, I regret
to say, have been very numerous; and I have been under the necessity of extending reliet in
free passages and provisions to a very large number. In the Catherine from Liverpool, and
Ceres and Astrea from Sligo, the passengers were very poor, and I was obliged to assist
upwards of 50 families from these vesscls.

The passengers by the City of Waterford are generally in good circumstances, about 20
of them are proceeding to Ohio ; one family, five in number, were sent out by their parish.
Eighty passengers, per Susan, from London, have also been sent out by their parishes ;
they had a long voyage of 70 days, but being found by the vessel suffered no inconvenience;
they received, on landing here, two days’ provisions and 20s. sterl. in cash each adult, and

roceeded immediately on their route to Canada West. The passengers per Lady Falk-
and, 361 in number, all landed in good health ; among them are many respectable farmers,
who have brought out capital with them; a large number have relatives settled in the pro-
(X_ince, and they are proceeding to them in the Bathurst, Johnstown, Ilome, and London
istricts,

Employment of all kinds is now very difficult to be obtained in the neighbourhood of
this city and Montreal, as alsoin the towns of Canada West; and it is at these points,
unfortunately, all the idle, destitute, and those in search of employment, will collect; and
it is only by distributing them throughout the agricultural districts, where employment may
be obtamed (for all who will take the trouble to inquire or look for it), that we can expect
they will be able to provide for themselves and families during the coming winter : this,
however, is attended with expense, but it is unavoidable. This outlay thus incuried may be
considered as final; and had they not been thus scattered in the early part of the season, the
expense would have been much greater, and the result by no means so satisfactory.

The almost certainty of un ubundant harvest will, by reducing the price of all the neces-
saries of life, enable the poer immigrants ot this scason to get through the winter months
with comparative comfort,

Week ending the 17th September.

The emigrants arvived the two past wecks consist of farmers, labourers, and mechanics,
and have landed generally in good health, The average passages of these vessels is 43
days.

The 378 pascengers in the Anne Ilall, from Belfast, consist of farmers and labourers ;
they are all proceeding to Canuda West, to join their friends. This vessel sailed originally
on the 2d July, with 450 passengers, but after being a few days at sca, was obhiged to
return to Belfast, her crew having mutinied, when about 70 of her passengers returned to
their homes ; she afterwards sailed on the 14th July, and arrived herc after a voyage of
55 days. Owing to their long passage and detention at Belfast, their supply of provisions
ran short, and they were under the necessity of purchasing from the master, and conse-
quently many landed here very poor, and unable to pay their passage up the country to
therr friends; I was therefore obliged to extend relief to upwards of 30 families. The pas-
sengers per Margaret Wilkie, from Greenock, 111 in number, are respectable farmers, and
all appear to possess meaus ; they, with the cxception of three young men who are going
1o Cupe Breton, all proceeded direct to Montreal in the vessel, on their route to the wester
section of the province. The English emigrants from Padstow, Hull, and Plymouth, are
all in good circumstances, and, with the exception of two families going to Ohio, are all
proceeding to scttle in Canada West, prinmpaily in the Newcastle, ITonie, and Gore Dis-
tricts. In the Eliza were 60 passengers sent out by their respective parishes; they were
well supplied during the voyage, and cach adult received 205 sterling on landing here,

"The passengers m the Mohawk, from Glasgow, are all respectable farmers ; they intend
scttling in the neighhourhood of Toronto and Hamilton.

Fifty-nine passengers in the Tereules, from Stornoway, are all very poor, and are pro-
ceeding to join their friends in Canada West, This vessel landed 350 passengers at
Sydney.
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Week ending 15th October.

Nothing worthy of remark has occuired during this past fortnight ; the arrival of emi-
grants has been limited, and chiefly consist of families coming out to join their friends and
relations already settled in the province ; all landed in good health, and, with the exception
of a few families in the Rose Bank, from Belfast, were able to pay their way to their respec-
tive destinations.

Navigation closed 29th November 1842,

—-(B.) No. 10. —

Sir, Emigrant Office, Quebec, 19 May 1842.

It is my painful duty to report, for the information of his Excellency, the Governor-
general, the loss of the ship Jane Black, Captain Gorman, from Limerick, with 417 pas-
sengers, at a place about 10 miles east of Point des Monts lighthouse, 250 miles below
Quebec. Captain Gorman anrrived here on Monday last, about 12 o’clock, and furnished
me with the following particulars :—It would appear that about one o’clock on the momin%
of the 10th instant, during a heavy squall, accompanied with a snow storm, the vesse
struck, and immediately bilged and filled with water, which destroyed the greater part of
the passengers’ provisions and luggage. The ship continued to strike heavily on the racks
until daylight, when, fearing that if the gale should increase she might go to pieces, Cap-
tain Gorman landed all his passengers in safety; and as tlie coast was desolate and without
inhabitants, he had the snow cleared, and tents made from the sails and other articles saved
from the wreck. The passengers saved only what provisions they had between decks,
which probably, with care, might last them three days; the stores which w.re saved be-
longing to the ship would be sufficient for three days more.

Captain Gorman, after having seen all made as comfortable as circumstances would per+
mit, engaged some Indians (whom he was fortunate enough to meet there, and who were
of great service in making fires and assisting the passengers to build their camps) to take
him over to the south shore, in order to proceed with as little delay as possible for assist-
ance, On his route up he endeavoured to procure schooners, but without success ; and,
by tll';ivelling day and night, he arrived here, as stated above, on the sixth day after the
wreck.

Immediately on his arrival I took, in connexion with Captain Boxer, the necessary steps
to send reliet to the unfortunate sufferers; and with the sanction of the Trinity Board,
despatched their yacht, which had arrived only that morning from below, with a supply of pro-
visions ; but looking to the uncertainty of tKe schooner’s arrival, and the fatal effects of the
delay which might occur, in the event of her having to beat down to the wreck against one
of ste casterfy gales so prevalent at this season; and considering also the very des-
titute and helpless condition of the unfortunate sufferers, encamped in the midst of ice and
snow, on o desolate coast, and by that time without provisions; I deemed it my duty
to Frocurc if possible the service of a steamer for their relief,

applied accordingly, without delay, to the different ownets of steamers, for that pur-

ose, and finding that no other could be procured for less than 600 Z, accepted Mr. James
1‘Kenzie’s offer to send his steamer, the Lumber Merchant, with a supply of provisions,
to bring upall the passengers, for 5004 A few hours necessarily elapsed after this arrange-
ment was concluded, and while the steamer was being provided with the requisite supply of
fuel for her unexpected voyage ; but at 11 o’clock on th same night (Monday), I had the
satisfaction to know that she had started for the wreck, with Captain German on board ;
and I confidently look for her return to-morrow, if the weather should continue favourable.

I have prepared a building to afford shelter to those who may require it, for a few days
after their arrival here.

Having thus done all that it was incumbent on we to do, for the relief of the unfortunate
sufferers, it only remains for me to hope that my conduct will meet with his Excellency’s
app\rroval. v

Nothing, I conceive, but the ektreme urgency of the case, could have justified me in
mewmring the responsibility of so great an expenditure; and I should certainly not have
ventured to incur it if the wreck had taken place on an inhabited coast, or under any circam-
stances enabling the passengers to await without danger, the more tardy relief to be afforded
by sailing vessels.

Four schooners would have sufficed to bring them up, and could have been procured for
401, cach ; but for the reasons above stated, T did not think it prudent to trust to them in
the Eresent emergency.

The employment of the Trinity yacht, I may observe, is altogether unattended with
expense ; and in case of any accident occurring to the steamer, she may prove of essential
service to the poor sufterers,

When the steamer returns I shall not fail to acquaint you, for the information of his
Excellency, with the result of these measures.

I have, &c.
T. W. C. Murdoch, Esq., (signed) 4. C. Buchanan,
Clicf Secretary. Chief Agent.
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~—(B.) No.11, —

Sir, ‘ Emigrant Office, Quebec, 30 July 1842,

I navE the honour to enclose you the affidavit sworn to by three passengers who arrived
here in the brig Lively, , Master, from Galway, on the 8th instant.

It will appear from the affidavits of these peopie, whose statement was fully confirmed by the
rest of the passengers, that they had engaged their passage witha Mr. » agent for Mr,
» owner of the Lively, for St. John’s, New Brunswick, and were notified to be in Galway
by a certain day, viz, 20th of April, or else forfeit their deposit; and that:the vessel was
advertised to sail for St. John’s, New Brunswick, by handbills and placards, one of which is
attached to the affidavit,

Out of 192 passengers, about 130 apgeur to have enga%ed their age for St. John’s;
and it also appears that they understood the vessel would calland land them there, and
afterwards proceed to Quebec. ‘

These people, on arrival, made a complaint to this office of the breach of contract, and
to solicit redress; they also complained of being detained in Galway from the 20th May
until the the 3d of June, at their own cost.

I immediately wrote to the captain, stating these circumstances ; and informed him that
unless immediate redress was given to those people, and the agreement entered into between
them and Mr, —— fulfilled, 1 'should prosecute him to thefutmost extent of the law ; which
to avoid, he inmediately complied witﬁ.

A large number of the passengers consented to remain here, as their object was to obtain
employment ; these he compromised with for 10s. each, which enabled them to proceed
up the conutry ; and to six families, whose relations resided in St. John’s, he furnished the
means of procuring a pessage in a schooner about to leave for that port ; with which they
were satisfied. :

In justice to the master, I here beg to state that he did everything in his power to remedy
the evil, and appeared to be in no way to blame, as he only joined the vessel a day or so
before sailing, and states that he was quite ignorant of any agreement, on the part of Mr.
—, to Jand these people at St. John's, N. B,

I trust, if possible, some means may be adopted in the United Kingdom to prevent the
recurrence of so gross a violation of the Passenger Act, This vessel had also an excess of
14 passengers over her complement, according to the superficial space of her passenger-deck ;
for which the master has incurred a penalty of 201 sterling ; and I have furnished informa-~
tion to the Crown officer, with instructions to prosecute for the same. ‘

T. W. C. Murdoch, Esq. T have, &c. ‘
Chief Secretary. (signed) A, C. Buchanan, Chief Agent.

Province of Canada,) PErsonaLLy came and appeared before the Hon. Philippe
Quebec to wit. | Panet, one of the Justices of Her Majesty’s Court of King’s
Bench, in and for the district of Quebec, in that part of the province of Canada called
Lower Canada, Richard Meorley, of the parish of Killimore, in the county of Galway, in
that part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireldnd called Ireland, shoemaker;
Thomas Larkin, of the same place, shoemaker ; and Denis Nevin, of the same place, labourer;
who, being severally duly sworn upon the Holy Evangeélists, depose and say that they
came passengers in the ship or vessel called the Lively, of which one —— was and is
master, and which ship or vessel sailed from the port of Galway, in that part of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called Treland, on or about the 3d day of June last,
and arrived at the port of Quebec, in the said province of Canada, on or about the 7th day
of July inst. And the said deponents further say, that the said ship or vessel called the
Lively, long previous to her sailing from the port of Galway as aforesaid, was advertised as
about to sail from the said port of Galway for the City of St. John’s, in the province of
New Brunswick, on the continent of North’ America, on the 10th day of May in the pre-
sent year of our Lord 1842; and that numerous printed notices, similar to the printed
notice hercunto annexed, and matked A, were posted up at the church-door and other
public places in the said {mrish of Killimore, during the month of April, in this present year
of our Lord 1842. And these deponents further say, that intending to take passage by
the said ship or vessel called the Lively, from Galway aforesaid, to the Bity of St.
John’s in New Brunswick aforesaid, they, the said deponents, some time in the month of
April or the beginning of May last, paid to ——, of Tessemiske, in the said parish of
Killimore, who acted as agent for ———, of Galway, aforesaid, the owner of the
said ship or vessel called the Lively, as a deposit for their passage-money from Galway
to St. John'’s, as aforesaid, the sum of 5s. sterling money of Great Britain per head; to wit,
he, the said Richard Morley, the sum of 5s. for himself; he, the said Thomas Larkin, 5 5. for
himself, and a further sum of 5s. for Mary Larkin, his wife; and he, the said Denis Nevin,
5s. for himself; and that cach of them, the said deponents, got from the said
acknowledgments in writing for the said deposit money as and for a passage from
Galway to St. John’s, as aforesaid. And the said deponents further say, and each
for himself saith, that being poor, and unwilling to be detained longer in the port of
Galway than was absolutely necessary, they applied to the said ——, as agent for the
said ——, to obtuin information at what time it was for them to be at Galway aforesa}d,
or
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for the purpose of embarking on board the said ship or vessel ; and that they were informed
by the said ——, on or about the 18th day of Nfa.y last, that unless they were ready to
embark on board the said ship or vessel on Monday the 23d day of May then instant
and now lest past, that they would lose their passage, and forfeit the deposit money re-
spectively paid as aforesaid. And the said deponents further say, that they left Killimore
aforesaid, which is distant about 30 miles from Galway aforesaid on Friday, the 20th of
May last, and arrived there the same evening, being desirous of laying in stock for the
voyage on the next day, being market-day, which they the said deponents accordingly
did. ~ And these deponents further say, that they were detained, at their own cost and
expense, in the town of Galway, from the time of their arrival as aforesaid until the said
ship or vessel sailed, namely, until the 3d day of June last. And the said deponents each
for himself saith, that he paid, at the office of ——, the owner of the said ship or vessel
the Lively, in Galway aforesaid, the balance of his passage-money, to wit, the sum of
2l. sterling money per head ; and thereupon were required to deliver up, and did deliver
up, at the office of the said ———, the receipts for the deposit money s0 given as aforesaid’;
and thereupon they received respectively orders to be received on board the said ship or
vessel. And the said deponents further say, and each for himself saith, that he embarked
on board the said ship or vessel called the Lively, as aforesaid, believing that she was
destined on a voyage from Galway aforesaid to the port of St. John’s in New Branswick
aforesaid, and did not know to the contrary until the said ship or vessel, with the said
deponents on board, had been about ten days at sea, when, bappening to speak another
vessel which was going on the same course, they, the said deponents, heard the said
~—, the master of the said vessel called the Lively, request the master of the said
other vessel, to report the Lively for Quebec. And these deponents further say, that they
never saw James Price, the person named as commander of the said ship or vessel called the
Lively in the notice hereunto annexed; and that the said ——, to the best of their
belief, took command of the said vessel about a day or two before she sailed from Galway,
as aforesaid. And these deponents further say that they did not complain to the said
—, the master of the said ship or vessel, whilst on the voyage aforesaid, of having
been carried to Quebec, instead of St. John’s, as aforesaid, for fear of ill usage; but, that
immediately upon their arrival at Quebec, they complained at the police-office there, and
subsequently to Alexander Carlisle Buchanan, esct, the chief agent for emigrants there,
for redress, And the said deponents further say, that, to their knowledge, there were on
board the said, ship or vessel called the Lively, on the voyage aforesaid, not less than 30
persons from the said parish of Killimore and neighbourhood, who had engaged for a
passage from Galway to St. John’s, as aforesaid ; and further, from the conversations which
these deponents have heard between the passengers on board the said ship or vesszel and
the master and crew thereof, the said deponents believe, that out of about 186 passengers
embarked on board the said ship or vessel on the voyage aforesaid, not less than 130 had
cngaged passages from Galway to St. John’s, New Drunswick, as aforesaid. And the said
Thomas Larkin hath signed, 2o *he said Richard Mccley and Denis Nevin have made their
marks, declaring respectively that they cannot write or sign their names.

Sworn at the city of Quebec, this 12th day of July 1842, before me,
(signed)  Philip Panet, T. B. R.

(signed)  Thomas Larkin.
his
Richard x Morley.
mark.
his
Denis x Nevin.
mark.

(A true Copy).

-.(Bo) NO. 120 ot

EXTRACT of a Rerort received from A. B. Hawke, Esq., dated Kingston,
7 December 1842.

TaE effect of so large a number of settlers as have been added to the population of
Canada during the current year, either with reference to themselves or the colony, can-
not be very correctly ascertained at present. I estimate the total number at 50,000; say
44,000 br way of 6uebec, and 6,000 by way of the neighbouring states. Nearly 40,000
have settled in Canada West, and the remainder it is to be presumed have, with very few
exceptions, settled in the eastern division of the province.

ith reference to those who have settled in the upper section of the province, I have
much pleasure in being able to state that nine-tenths have succeeded in obtaining employ-
ment, although at a lower rate of wages than was given to the same class las# year.

The settlement of the immigrants has been greatly accelerated in consequence of the
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‘great majority of them having come cut for the express purpose of joining their friends and
relations settied in the province. When we take into consideration that three-fourths of
the immigrants belong to the labouring class, and that the public works now in progress

.are chiefly supplied with labourers from the United States, as well as the depressed state of

trade, it is a gratifying fact to find that our rural districts have been able to absorbso many
new-coners without any apparent difficulty. :
Of late years so large a portion of the immigrants have heen labourers as to materially

reduce wages, and the labour market appears to be so well supplied at present, that we
can hardly hope that an equal number of indigent settlers will be provided for with the same

facility next season as those of the current year. The immigrants who stand the best

chance of benefitting their condition are persons possessing sufficient capital to purchase
farms, or to establish themselves as mechanics, viz. such as wheelwrights, blacksmiths, car-
penters, masons, shoemakers, and tailors ; persons of this description can hardly fail of
success if industrious and prudent. ‘

There is another class of persons to whom Canada at present holds out great inducements,
1 mean persons possessing small incomes, who find it difficult to educate and bring up their
families at home ; the low price of provisions in our markets, the trifling amount of our
taxes, and the cheap rate at which 2 good education can be obtained, renders this country a
very desirable residence for perzons so circumstanced.

Our social condition cannot of course boast of the refinement and iuxury of ‘an older
country ; but to & man who is satisfied with a plentiful supply of the comforts and neces-
saries of life, and the means of bringing up a family, and afterwards educating them for
professions or trades, in which with common industry they can scarcely fail of success, is
almost sure to become a useful and happy member of society. 1 do not say that those who
immigrate to this country, even under circumstances so favourable, will be likely to acquire
fortunes, or that they will meet with nothing to regret in their new position; but with a
well-contented mind and industrious habits, they will find their condition substantially
ameliorated, and much of that uneasiness as to a provision for their families so often expe~
rienced at home, dispelled.

I am, &c.

(signed)  A. B. Hawke, -
Chief Emigrant Agent, W. D.

()

(Extracts.)

Sir, -Emigrant Office, Kingston, 21 December 1842,

Duning the current year nearly 34,000 immigrants have been landed at this agency;
the'a])" generally arrived in parties numbering from 50 to 300 or 400 persons.
. The course adopted at this office with reference to their distribution, and the relief which
18 cccasionally afforded has been as follows :

We will nesume that a party of 200 immigrants are to be disposed of ; the names of the
heads of fumilies and their occupation are first ascertained, as well as their destination, if
they have left home with the intention of settling in any particular part of the province.
We =il suppose that 75 wish tc proceed to Toronto, 25 to Cobourg and Port Hope, 25 to
the ports on the Bay of Quinte, and that the remaining 76 are in search of work.

As the steam-boats leave Kingston for Cobourg, Port Hope, and Toronto every evening
at eight o’clock, except on Sunday and Monday, during the scason, the immigrants anxious
to proceed to these ports are first examined, and the questions gencrally put to them are as
follows :—When did you leave Montreal? Did you apply to or receive any relief from the
agent at that port ? If these questions are answered in the affirmative, the Montreal list is
referred to, and if it confirms his statement, his reasons for wishing to proceed to any par-
ticular ‘place are demanded. The reason generally assigned is, “ I have relatives settled
there, and I came to Canada to join them.” If the immigrants have any letters or written
directions from their friends, they are required to produce them. We then endeavour to
discover whether their poverty is real or pretended. If ‘he immigrant gives a straight-
forward account of the means which he started with, and the manner in which he has
expended it on his journey, his claim is admitted. If he hesitates or declines, his claim is
rejected; at all events, until further inquiry can he made.

As s00n as the whole of the party have been examined, the free lists for the different ports
are made out, as well as another list showing the amount of food which each family is. to
receive. The party is then taken to the bakery, and from thence to.the steam-boat.

The 25 immigrants for the Bay of Quinte undergo a similar examination. As the steam-
boats for the ports on the bay leave at nine o’clock in the morning, the immigrants are sent
to the sheds and supplied with food for the night, if necessary.

_The 75 who have no particular dostination, and who want employment, remain to be
disposed of. .

They
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They are generally sent to the sheds for the night, and ordered to be at the office early
on the following morning. They undergo the same examination as their comrades. The
applications to the office for farm servants, labourers, &c. are ‘examined, and such of the
immigrants as will probably suit the applicante, dre sentforward. If the sugplg of labourers
exceed the.demand, which is frequently the case, the overplus is distributed through those
districts which are most likely to require their services. ];Fhe immigrants thus sent are fur-
nished with the names of some respectable persons residing in the part of the district to
which they are directed, with a request that they will have the goodness to send the immi-
grants to any persons in the vicinity who are in want of labourers. But if they are sent to
Torento, or ﬁamilton, this duty devolves upon the agents stationed at these ports.

As to the extent of the relief which is afforded to indigent immigrants at this and the
other agencies in Canada West, it is confined to medical attendance and comforts to the

sick, and free passages and food to the healthy, The rates of conveyarce for 1842 are as
follows :—

s d.

From Bytown to Kingston - - - - eachadult - - 2 8 currency.
— Kingston to Dickinson’s Landing - —~— - - - 6 3 —
— -—  to Forts on the Bay of %uinte T B
— —  to Cobourg and Port Hope¢ — - - - 3 9 —
— — toToronto =« = = =« =« == - - =~ 7 6 —
— Toronto to Hamiiton - « - - = — -« - = 3 9 . —
— — toNiagara - - = - - — - - - 3 9 —

Being 25 per cent. under the esteblished charges.

Transport by land is of course more expensive than by water. The average expense may be
stated at 1d. per mile for each adult. The supply of food is in all cases proportioned to the
time occupied on the journcy. We give a four-pound loaf of bread, the cost of which
“averages about 73d. currency, to each person over 14 years old, sent to Toronto, and in
proportion to other places. Emigrants who remain in the sheds rare:ly %et more than one
or two days’ supply of food, unless the head of the family is confined by sickness to the
hospital. In such cases the assistance is continued until the patient recovers, or employment
can be found for such members of his family as are able to work.

The immigrants by the St. Lawrence do not reach Kingston before the latter part of
April, and I generally manage to dispense with the services of the agents at Bytown,
Toronto, and %—Iamilton, until the middle of May. These agencies are generally closed
about the 20th of November. The immigrauts who arrive before and after the dates above-
mentioned, are disposed of without any assistance from the out agents, Upwards of 3,600
emigrants landed at Kingston this year who came from the United States. A large pro-
portion of them came in as early as March and April. I rendered them very little assist-
ance, and that little was, I fear, in scme instances granted to improper objects. Being
aware that assistance was only granted to immigrants of the current season, many of them
pretended that they had recently landed at New York, although their language, as well as
the quality of their clothing, proved a much longer residence in the United States.

The correspondence of the office is necessarily extensive, and embraces a great variety
of subjects. Besides corresponding with the agents and influential persons in different
parts of the province, we are called upon to write letters for the emigrants to their relatives
at home, and occasionally to remit funds to enable them to emi%rate.

The accounts of the steam-boat proprietors, forwaiding merchants, and for the disburse-
ments at the different agencies, are generally rendered in December, and after examination,
they are brought into one account current, and transmitted for inspection and audit.

'IYhe hospital establishments at Bytown, Kingston, and Hamilton, for the reception of
sick indigent emigrants belong to the emigiation department, and the physicians who
superintended them are paid out of the emigration fund. At Toronto, the indigent sick
are sent to the general hospital, and 1s. per day is paid for each patient during the time
he is an inmate of the institution, and the amount charged to this office.

Between the months of May and November, I occasionally visit all the parts to which
immigrants are forwarded, in order to distribute any of them who cannot get into the
interior without assistance, and to procure work for the unemployed.

All the agents and physicians are required to moke monthly returns; these returns are
sent to Mr. Buchanan, chief agent, Quebec, to enable him to report to the Government.

1 have endeavoured to state, generally, the duties of my oftice; but it is impossible to

enumerate the particular services which I am called upon to render, or the difficuities I
have often to contend with.

I have, &c.
Rawson W. Rawson, Esq. (signed) A. B. Hawke,
Chief Secretary, &c. &c. &c. Chief Emigration Agent, W. D.

CANADA,
ND.' ] .
Sir C. Bagot w
Lord Stauley, -
26 January 1843
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CANADA,

'—— (D')
Sir ¢ No. 1. Sir, Quebec, 1 December 1842,
ir C. Bagot to 1 mavE the honour to submit, for the information of his Excellency the Governor-general,

gg'}ﬁ;:ge{s&r the accompanying tabular Return (A.) of sick emigrants admitted, discharged, and dicd.at .
3: the quarantine hospital, Grosse Isle, for the season ending October 31st. QOn comparing
En """"'""'"‘l .y the same with the admissions, &c. of previous years (B.}, it will be seen that the proportion
¢L. (D.)inNo, 1. of sick to the number of emigrants arrived has been somewhat greater this year than lnst.
The mortality of passengers on the voyage has not, however, been so great; while, the

number of deaths on ship-board last year was 222 out of 28,060 emigrants, or 0°79 per-

cent.; the number this year has been 302 out of 44,584, or 0'67 per cent.; as in former

years, the great majority of these deaths were infants at the breast, young children, and

aged persons. The loss of infant life on the passage is very great every year, and is readily

accounted for from the circumstance of the mothers, upon whom the children depend fov

' support, being placed under circumstances in every way most unfavourable to affording it.

She is in most instances from the country, accusfomed to respire pure air, and to take

active exercise ; from this state she is transferred to the hold of a  vessel, where she suffers

from sea-sicknesy, is anxious and alarmed, and her food and water in many cases bad and

unwholesome ; from these causes the infant, deprived of its usual supply of nourishinent,

pines and dies from inenition. Aged persons, or those in second childhood, are.obnoxious

to the same causes, and suffer in proportion. - A greater number of the deaths took place

this year on board of emigrant vessels that were in- their passage out.in the early part of

May ; at which time a succession of severe gales of wind from the 8. W. were encountered

by all those at that time in long. 30° to 40° W. One gale, which lasted from the 4th to

the 6th May, was so violent, as to oblige the emigrant vessels exposed to it to keep their

hatches battened down for upwards of 48 hours; during which time much suffering was

experienced by the poor people, deprived of fresh air, of the means of cooking, and their

morale affected by the dread of shipwreck. Man; f these vesscls arrived with loss of bul-

warks, boats, and galleys, and in all cases with a greater proportion of sickuess and deaths

than those not exposed to the fury of the gale.

This season, as in former years, wherever measles and small-pox broke out on board of
crowded vessels, the mortality has been very great. Among the worst cases, 1 would in-,
stance the ship Mountaineer, from Liverpool, among whose passengers both these diseases
raged, and the number of deaths was 32 out of 505. These passengers suffered also from
a deficiency of food, and were reduced to the utmost extremity when they arrived at Grosse
Isle; I was under the necessity of admitting 41 to hospital. ~ On board of the bark Ayr-
shire, from Dublin and Newry, there were 25 deaths out of 428. In the Renfrewshire, from
Glasgow, 18 out of 554. In the Compton, from Liverpool, 12 out of 329. In the Minstrel,
from Liverpool, 10 out of 180. On board of all these vessels both mcasles and small-pox
prevailed extensively, and had the usual effect of vitiating the atmosphere of the hold, and
cgusmg fever amongst those of the adult passengers who were not obnoxious to the conta-
gion of these specific diseases.
~ The number of vessels on board of which typhus fever appeared has not been so great as
in former years; aggravated cases of this dreadful pestilence occurred, however, on board
of three or four vessels, one of which was the brig Mary, from Liverpool, where the disease
was evidently the result of want of cleanliness, veatilation, and from insufficiency of food,
This vessel was owned by the waster, who took in as much cargo at Liverpool as com-
rletely to fill the lower hold ; the remaining space (technicully called the ’‘tween-decks)

1e then chartered for a specific sum to a passenger broker, who ‘put into it 214 souls, with
their baggage and stores (these last, in emigrant vessels, being usuully stowed in the lower
hold). The master, unaccustemed to the pussenger trade, and having made no contracts
with the emizrants individually, did not consider himself bound to enforce clennliness or
good ord(r in the purt of the vessel occupicd by them ; he looked upon them in fact sunply
as part of his cargo; the consequence of this negleet was the speedy generation of typhus
in its worst form, which once begun, went on increasing in a_direct proportion to tae
number of cases, until their arrival at the quarantine station. When [ visited the vessel,
and put the usual questions to the master, T learnt that five adults had died on the voyage,
and that several were ill below. [ requested him in the usual manner to accompany e
and point out the worst cases, and the treatment he had pursued towards them ; this he at
once refused, saying, he knew nothing about them, and that no inducement wounld make
him expose himself by going down into the hold where they were, Upon descending to the
hold I witnessud such a scene as can only be witnessed ‘in emigrant vessels where fever
prevails ; 56 poor wretches lay about in different stages of disease, some violently delirious,
others stupid and comatose ; those who bad no relatives (of which the number was great)
were left entirely to an occasional chance supply of moisture for their parched lips, = The
state of atmosphere in such a confined place could hardly be worse; ventilation (at all
times difficult from the construction of the vessel and the superior gravity of foul air) was
utterly neglected, and no care was taken to preserve cleanliness by removing even the feetid
discharges of the sick. After removing 56 to hospital, [ caused tKe others to be landed on
the island and placed in the sheds until their foul clothes and bedding had been thoroughly
washed and scrubbed, during which time the chief agent for emigrants authorised the dis-
tribution of oatmeal to those destitute of food, or the means of purchasing it. 'The other
most aggravated cases of typhus were on board the brigs Anne Moore and the John White,

from Limerick ; the former of thesc left port with 179 passengers, out of which it was found
necessury
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necessary tosend 61 cases to hospital, including the master and three of the crew ; and from
the latter, 26 cases of fever out of 133 passengers, In both these cases the disease was
brought on ' by- the exposure and fatigue of the passengers in severe tempestuous weather,
which after contending against for two weeks, they had to return to the port in Ireland
from whence they sailed, where they were landed and placed in sheds during the time the
vesgels were undergoing repeirs, On commencing their voyege again, fever broke out
among them. ~From the barque Sarah Stewart, 18 cases of fever were admitted to hospital
out of 261 passengers. Among the admissions to hospital were 15 cases of fever from the
barque Lord Canterbury, from Brisiol ; eight of these passengers died on the voyage ;
disease among these people was brought on by their extreme sufferings from cold, wet, and
fatigue at the pumps, the vessel having had the misfortune to strike the ice three weeks
previous to her arrival at Grosse Isle, and was only kept afloat 1‘3 the eontinued exertions
of the crew and’ passengers, who worked the pumps and bailed with buckets night and

’As offering a favourable contrast to the above recited instances of suffering and deaths,
I beg to allude to the case of 23 passenger vessels that arrived at the quarantine station on
3d July. There were on buard of these ships upwards of 5,000 emigrants, out of which
number I had occasion to send only six to hospital, and but 15 deaths had taken place on
the voyage. This comparative absence of sickness and deaths in so large a body of people
of all ages,. was owing entirely to the extremely favourable weather experienced on their
transit to this country. 'The passage of these vessels did not on an average exceed 30 days,
during the whole of which time the weather was never such as to prevent the passengers
being on deck. Some of the shipmasters declared they might have made the passage inan
open boat, the sea was so smooth and the wind so light; during the 10 years of my
official connexion with the quarartine department of the l;,)rovim:e, 1 have never witnessed
so large a body of emigrants errive in such good health. The number of births of emi-
grants on the voyage out, and at the quarantine station, amounted this year to 117; two
of these cases were twins ; in the great majority of these cases both mother and child did
well; two deaths in child-birth took place.

Great advantage has been experienced this year from the substitution of a small steamer
for a sailing craft. Convalescents from hospital have been by this means enabled to arrive
in Quebec in from three to four hours, without suffering the fatigue consequent upon a
voyage of uncertain duration in a small schooner, without beds or bedding.

Another great addition to the comfort of the sick has been made this ycar by ewbsti-
tuting iron %::dsteuds, such as are used in military hospitals, for the old worn-out wooden
stretchers, which it was found impossible to keep in repair, or free from vermin; thuugh
these two improvements, together with some other extraordinary disbursements, caused the
expenditure of the quarantine station this year to exceed that of last by 5957, 25, 3 1d,,
yet the actual expenditure of the hospital department has been only a trifle more in pro-

ortion to the number of sick this year than last, as may be seen by reference to the fol-

owing statement, taken from a document furnished by Mr. Cary, deputy inspector-general
of accounts, 10th November :

1841: 1842:

£. s d L8 d
To Martin Ray, Sundries for Emigrants - - -] 187 3 11} | 282 15 11}
Milk and Firewood forditto - - - - = 20 11 4 91 19 2}
£.1 21616 34§ 314 15 2}

The number of sick emigrants in 1841 having been 200, gives a fraction less than 15s.
as the average cost for each patient. The number this season having been 488, gives
156s. 4§d. as the average for each patient, being a difference of only 4}d. each ; and this
trifling increase was owing to the greater average length of time that patients remained in
hospital this scason, owing to the many cases of relapse from fever. The same frequency
of relapse has been noticed in the fever cases of enugrants treated in the hospital of this
city.

?;‘he quarantine department sustained a great loss this season by the melancholy death
of the Rev. ’Abbé Fortier, the Romen-catholic missionary attached to the hospital for these
last two seasons, the unremitting kindness, zeal, and devotion of this gentleman to the sick
was beyond all praise ; he fell & victim to typhus fever, contracted at a time when the
hospital was crowded with bad cases of that dreadful disease.

1 cannot conclude this report without again bringing under the notice of his Excellency
the Geyvanor-general the urgent necessity that exists for causing a whurf or landing-place
to be constructed on that part of the island where the sick are landed ; much suffering is
every year caused from the want of such accommodation.

it

I have, &ec.
Rawson W. Rawson, Esq. (signed)  G. M. Douglas,m.p.
&e. &e, &e. Medical Superintendent.
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Lord Stanley, .
26 January 1842,

Encl.(D.)in No. 1.
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CANADA, ’
Now1. (A)—RETURN of Emigrants Admitted, Discherged, and Died st the Quarantine Hospital,
Sir O, Bagot t6 . Grosse Isle, during the Season ending 3tat October 1843,
Lord Stanlsy, il e
a6 Jenuity 1843, . 3 ;
) I 'g ) ., :ci . E :
EnaqD)ToNeg, | Dwewrmom | 2. 8 4 2 g L1813 4
o C B3l BlE Bl |28 |E2]8
. - =) a > - ] = w |CR | &,
Men « = | 160°| 143] 17 | 160} 130 13 1 3 | 13 | 1Co
Womeg - = - 134} 123 11 124 6| 1 5 - 2 134
Children- - - | 194 168} 396 194 88| 56 | 44 £ - 194
Toran - - -] 488 | 484 54 488 ) 3840 8o 50 9 15 488

:(B)—TABLE showing the Number of the Per Centages of Discases and of Deaths of EMIGRANTS at th i
Hospital, Grosss Tsle, from 1838 to 1842, both inclusive. 8 at the Quarantine

2 |3 ; % DISEASES.
SETRERE IR AL 2| 4|2z i £
5 |351830 58| 5|38 8383 |53 5 185 3
5 |ES|ed| 2 |2 |3 |kE 2 |Bb|B 28| (&80
| [ [ 7} X7 Q ) e
1838 - -] 22002| 230| 108 | 27) 012}- -}- ‘ 150’} 072 | 84| 015 | 46| 021 | 2
1834 - - | Sogsa| s4s| 272 | 264 | 085| 200 | 005 404 | 180} 12| 007 | 138 | 045 | 844
1836 - .| mpeo| 126] 108| 10008 |- -l | 2402} 48| 041} 04| 040 123
1836 - | 27986 | 464 162| &3] 021 |- -f- .| 838) 12| 50, 018 66| 024 454
1837 - - | o804 £98| 187| 7| 018{- |- | 481|161 104] 033} 13| 004) 603
1838 - .| 2018| 65| 29 glo2ar|- |- -] 42|144] 17] 051 6lo2t| 6
1839 - .| 7214| 160| 262 9| o012~ -{- -| 147|204 1{001{ 41] 007 189
1840 - - | 22085] 601|164 4n{ OO|- 1. - 485 215| 00| 017} 16} 007} 5O
1841 - - | 28060 | 200| 103 38| 013)- -}|- - 184} OG5 32| 011 91 003} 200
1842 - - | 44374 488|109 | 58| 012 |- -|- -) 340 07| 50| 012} 74| 016 453
220135 8854 | - - | 604 |- -| 200|- -|2804 |- -| 414 - -} 363|- - :3;;
(signed)  Geo, M. Douglas, ».n,
Medlcal Superintendent.
(E)
Sir, Emigrant Office, Quebec, 23 Dec. 1842,

Ench (E)in No. 1. I gavE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 13th instant; and have

this day been furnished by Dr. Douglass with a copy of his report on the transactions of
the Quarantine Establishment at Grosse Isle during the past season.

From this report it is gratifying to find, that notwithstanding the large number of sick
which, in the early part of the season, crowded the hospital, the per centage of death has
been less than last year.

The cause of the great suffering in the case of the passengers by the brig Marys, Redpath
master, from Liverpool, to which you drew my particular attention, is, L am happy to state,
one of comparatively rare occurrence. In my weekly report to his Excellency of the 24
July, 1 alluded to the very d istressed condition in which the passengers by this vessel

arrived, in the following words :~— |
111 R
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“In the brig Marys, Redpath master, from Liverpool, were 213 gmssengers. -This vessel
arrived in a most wretched state, gt Grosse Isle, from sickness; five deaths occurred pre-
vious to her arrival there; and.36 cases of typhus fever were sent to-bospital, two of
whom died in a few hours after. This vessel cleared fram Liverpool, according to the certi-
fied list of her passengers, forwarded to this office by the Government agent.at that port,
with 192 passengers; on arrival here, she was found to.have-32 on board whose names
were not on ‘the list ; she was also exceedingly crowded,’ the passengers heing obliged to
keep all their luggage and provisions-between decks, there being no room in.the lower hold ;
it (with the exception of & small space for water and fuel) was full of salt. . On measuring
the superficial space between decks, 1 found she had only space for:185 adults, whereas
she had 1804, being an excess of 15§ passengers. The necessary .information was imme-
diately placed in the hands of the Crown officer, to .prosecute the master for the infringe-
ment of the second clause of the Imperial Passenger Act. )

“ The dreadful condition in which this vessel arrived may, in my opinion, be in-a great
measure attributed to the crowded state of the vessel, and to her having a cargo of aalt in
the lower hold, which was full up to the platform or deck occupied by the passengess.”

A penalty of 201 sterling, the only one I could enforce, against Captain Redpath, was
duly awarded by the Court of Vice-Admirelty, and paid. ‘He afterwards petitioned His
Excellency for a remission of the fine, which Mr. Chief Secretary Murdoch referred-to me,
a report of which I had the honour to forward under date of the 21st July, recommending
that his prayer should not be granted. .

In the case of the Mountaineer, from the same port, also alluded to by Dr. Douglass, I
beg to state that, owing to the complaints made by many of the passengers in this vessel
as to the deficiency an impurit{r of the water furnished them during a iart of the voyage,
and also the exorbitant prices charged by the master for provisions, he having bought up
the surplus stock of some of the passengers, and resold to those in need at a large profit.

On inquiring into these statements, I found sufficient evidence to justify my placing the
matter in the hands of the Crown officer, who accordingly entered proceedings in the (glourt
of Vice-Admiralty, and obtained judgment for a mitigated penalty of 5/ each in both
charges. 1 also prosecuted him gefore the magistrates, under the Provincial Act, for
removing the berthing of 25 of the passengers previous to her.gitival at.quarantine, for which
he was fined &s. currency for each berth removed.

On arrival at Grosse Isle, many of the passengers were so much reduced from want of
food, that Dr. Douglass was obliged to have them landed and detained a few days on the
island, in order to recruit. As these people had neither food, nor the means of procuring it,
I authorized Dr. Douglass to distribute some oatmeal amongst them.

The very sickly state in which the passengers by both these vessels arrived, ae well as
many others alluded to by Dr. Douglass, I attribute to the inattention paid to their proper
ventilation and cleanliness, and to the want of wholesome food.

I trust, however, that the salutary provisions of the new Imperial Act will provide a
remedy in some degree for these evils.

Sickness in the Marys may have been further increased from her lower hold bein% fuli of
salt, which may, by keepiig the place occupied by the passengers damp and cold, have
caused the disease to generate more rapidly.

I beg to remark with reference to the comparative advantages of a steamer and a sailing-
vessel, as a means of communication with Grosse Isle, that though the distance is only 27
miles from Quebec, yet when a schooner was employed to perform this service, two, and in
some cases, three days were occupied in making the voyage to town ; during which time, as
the accommodations were necessarily limited, the convalescents from hospital were exposed
to much hardships and suffering. By means of a steamer the trip in no case occupies more
than from three to four hours ; and I learn from the medical superintendent that this year,
since the employmeut of a steamer, he has been enabled to discharge the sick much
sooner, from their not having to encounter the fatigue of lying out one or two nights in
the hold of a schooner.

Another great inconvenience, when a schooner was employed, arose from the impossibi-
lity of communicating with the island when the wind prevailed strong from the east, a time
when, from the arrivaﬁ of numerous passenger-vessels, it was often necessary to send down
supplies of provisions, stores, medical comforts, &c. | learn from Dr. Douglass, that in
the year 1839, from May 25th to June 3d, a period of 11 days, it was found 1mpossible to
semy the schooner down, though some thousand passengers had arrived, and provisions,
stoves, &c. were required.

Independent of the great advantage to the convalescent emigrant in being able to reach
Quebec on his discharge from hospital with comfort and despatch (an advantage not to be
estimated by a pecuniary consideration), the employment of a steamer, by affording a sure
and certain communication with the island on fixed days, will hereafter enable individuals
in town to furnish various supplies, such as fresh meat, bread, &c. at a much less rate than
they have hitherto been supplied by contractors, who had to bring them at their own
expense in boats from the main land.

Should the increased expense of a steamer be deemed an objection to its employment,
another season I would beg to suggest, that rather than return to the employment of a sail-
ing vessel, a steamer shoulﬁ be engaged to make one trip a week in place of two, and that
an allowance of 50/, for the season should be made to keep a small craft constantly at the
station to muke a trip to town for supplies once a week, or whenever an emergency should

100, E 4 occur;
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occur ; by this means the chief advantage of a steamer would be obtained, without incur-
ring greater expense than that paid for a schooner.

Fam convinced & steam-boat can be had to perform this service once a week throughout
the season for 2501 to 300/, and 50 more wouid cover the expense of keeping constantly

* at Grosse Isle a small craft, as before stated. By this means the total expense would not

exceed that incurred for a schooner in former years.

The great necessity of a wharf at the isiand, whers the sick and other passengers could,
with their e, &c. land in safety at all times, has been felt and admitted every year
eince the establishment was formed ; and though the melancholy loss of life which took
plece iz 1882, has not again occurred, it is owinﬁ solely to the great care and vigilance em-
ploKed in preventing boats leaving the shore wit! Fam&ngers in stormy weather; but even
with the utmost care, the bedding and luggage of emigrants is frequently completely wet
from the surf. .
* In 1838 a survey of the island, with a view to the erection of a wharf, was made ; a site
was selected, and a contract made for the work, which was completed the following
autumn ; it unfortunately happened, however, that the spot was injudiciously chosen, and
the work so. slightly per?onne s that the ice carried it away the ensuing spring, leaving
ths establishment still labouring under ell the evils arising from the want of such a con-
venience, From personal knowledge of the island, and from the opinion of practical men,
among whom I would mention Captain Boxer, ®.x., who visited and sounded that part of
the island where a wharfcan be made at a comparative small cost, at which vessels of any
size could lay, andland, or take off their passengersand baggage at all times; and, owing to
the low price at which the necessary timber and labour can now be procured, I have no
doubt it could be built in the course of the ensuing summer, on very advantageous
terms.

From the many improvements that have been made each year in the hospital buildings,
and passengers’ sheds, the only expense now necessary to render this useful establishment
complete, is the erection of this wherf or landing place.

1 have, &c.

Rawson W. Rawson, Esq. " (signed) 4. C. Buchanan,
Chief Secretary, &e. &c. &c. Chief Agent.
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NEW BRUNSWICK.

— No. 2. ~
(NO' 5')
Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieutenant-Governor Sir . M. G. Colebrooke
to Lord Stanley.

Fredericton, New Brunswick,
My Lord, 30 January 1843.

1 nave the honour to enclose to your Lordship two reports which have been
made to me by the emigrant agents at St. John’s and I'redericton.

I have, &c.
(signed) W. M. G. Colebrooke.

Enclosure 1, in No. 2.

Government Emigrant Office, St. John,
Sir, New Brunswick, 2 January 1843,

I uavE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Lieutenant-
governor, that the number of immigrant arrivals in the province during 1842, is 6,329, ex-
clusive of desultory unofficial migrations through Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia,
and the United States, as per accompanying Return, A gratifying feature manifested itself
in this immigration, in the general state of health in which they arrived, there being fewer
cases of sickness or casvalties amongst them than [ ever witnessed in proportion to numbers,
the details of which were duly transinitted in the prescribed returns. any proceeded im-
mediately into the interior to join their friends, with a view of permanently settling there.

Since the Rey :¢ which I had the honour of submitting to the Lieutenant-governor on the
16th July last, nothing has yet occurred in the general affairs of the country to induce more
flattering prospects of demand Sfor a time at least) for immigrant labourers. When, how-
ever, the reaction in business at home shall have realized steps of permanent improvement
(now so auspiciously begun), then, and not till then, will its beneficial effects be sensibly
felt amongst all industrial ‘classes here ; for we cannot conceal from ourselves that such
has been the extent of exhaustion in the monetary and other resources of the many, that it
niust be a work of some time to redeem their condition. In the present state of depression
and distress here, the debt of thankfulness of immigration an({) humanity is due to his
Excellency Sir William Colebrooke, for it is to his timeous intervention with the Right
honourable the Colonial Secretary of State, that an accumulating torrent of emigration was
stayed at home,  Had they reucKed this province, it could only have been to augment the
body of misfortune now keavily pressing on the community. These expressions are, you
will perceive, Sir, inapplicable to another class of immigrants whom it is most desirable to
have in the countiy ; 1 mean, a rural population composed of solvent yeomanry and small
farmers with suflicicnt means to muke permanent settlements.

The rates of wages and prices of provisions for the past quarter, are indicated in the
(}uarterly abstract for the provincial secretary’s oftice. It is a source of deep regret, that
there is no Board of Works to employ immigrants,

T have, &ec.

Alfred Reade, Esq., (signed) A. Wedderbun, G. B, A.
&e. &e. &e.

109. ¥

NLELW
BRUNSWICK.

No. 2.
Sir W. M. G. Cole-
brooke to Lord
Stanley.
30 Jau, 1843.

=

Encl. 1, in No. 2.



NEW
BRUNSWICK.

No. 2.
Sir W, M, G. Cole-
brooke to Lord
Stauley.
30 Jan. 1843,

Encl. 1, in No, 2.

Encl. 2, in No, 2.

Total arrivals,
8,320 souls.
Divisory Scale:
Adults:
Males - - 3,623
Females - 3,017
Minors « - 1,680

Total - - 8,320

State of the coun-
try at present affect-
ing immigrant la-
bour.

Public works, and
emigrant employ-
ments,

Highland Socicty.

Agricultural
Society.

Associate system,

34 PAPERS RELATING TO EMIGRATION.

ApsTrAct RETURN of IMMIGRATION to the Province of New Brunswick, between 1ist January and
315t December 1842,

Where Arrived. Men. | Women. |Children.| Total. Rexanks,

St.Johm - - - -] 3877 | 2594 | 1494 | 7565 \ Comparatively few cases
Miramichi - - - 151 94 87 332 !gg " ;]sicknes; doorwncea:lsuakies;
St. Andrew'’s - - - 105 12 23 %93 i )
v 9 99 * Nonedirect from the United
Bay Verte - - - - - - Kingdom. Emigrants juin
Richibucto - - - — — — — their friends wid St, John,
Several families arrived from
Bathurst -~ - - - - - - - Prince Edward Island.
Dalhousie - - - — — —_ -_— Desultory immigration arises
chiefly from casualties to
Shedrac - - - - -— — - -

shipping from the United
— Kingdom;hb{}t the migra-

tion from the United States to
3,023 | 3,007 | 1,680 | 8,320 4 p;g province is spontaneous.

Emigrant Office, St. Juhn, New Brunswick, | (signed) A. Wedderburn,
2 January 1843. f G.E. A,

Enclosure 2, in No. 2.
2

Government Emigrant Office, St. Jolin;
Sir, New Brunswick, January 1843,

IN obedience to the commands formerly received, I transmitted to the provincial secre-
tary’s office the abstract account of immigration heve for 1842, for the information of the
Right honourable the Colonial Secretary of State; and I have now the further honour to
submit to his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor a communication recently made to the
Commissioners for Colonial Land and Emigration, being extended, but collateral observations
to the remarks in the forwarded printed official category. A gratifying feature in the immi-
gration of last year was the comparatively healthy state in proportion to numbers in which
the parties arrived here, which is in a great degree attributable to the salatary measures of
the colonial and emigration departments. The intervention of Sir William Colebrooke with
Lord Stanley, to check the fall emigration, was most timeous and beneficial ; had they arrived
in the bodies apprehended here, they could only have formed accumulations of misfortune,
now lying so heavily on this community.

Since the report which I had the honour to submit on the 16th July last, nothing has
occurred in the general aspect of affairs in the province to warrant me in holding out any
more flattering prospects (for a time at least) of demand for immigrant labour. Whencver
the reaction in busimess shall have attained such valid advances in improvement as will
indicate stability, then, and not till then, can the beneficial effects be felt among the immi-
grants and others here ; for it cannot be concealed from ourselves, and the fact ought not to
be withheld from the knowledge of those interested abroad, that such has been the extent of
exhaustion in the monetary and other resources of the many here, that it must be a work
of time to establish anything hike a permanent redemption in their condition and circum-
stances, or to enable their industry and enterprise to benefit from the abnndant natural
capabilities of the province, or the advantages it affords, Much solicitude as his Excellency
has cvinced to meliorate the condition of immigrants, it is deeply to be regretted that the
necessary and cffectnal sinew, & solvent exchequer, is wanting to enable the executive to
imtiate and extend work~ of public utility, wherein a systematic course of employment for
emigrants might be csmblishe&. Although rates of wages are inserted in the abstract, I
regret to say that they in most cases must be considered but nominal, and only a very small
number of mechanies, artizans, or labourers can be employed, and that, too, intermittently.

The prices of provisions have, however, been also very low, owing alike to the abundant
harvest, clemency of fall weather, and scarcity of money. "Those low prices tended essen-
tially to alleviate the distresses of the immigrants here.

'look forward with no small degree of confidence to receiving in future beneficial action
and co-operation on behalf of immigrants from our recently established Highland Socicty ;
and I am enabled to ucquaint the Lieutenant-governor that the best feeling manifests itself
amongst the members of the Agricultural Society here towards the humble settlers, and that
zon the limited funds admitting, it is intended to reward the deserving and industrious by
sdonations of suitable seeds, to enable them to prosecute their tabours with advantage.
¢ The associate system of settiement organized by Sir William Colebrooke must eventually
' prove
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prove of much advantage to immigrant settlers in the country. The original avocations of
the parties constituting the associations, and their practical experience and knowledge of the
work in the woods, guided by their general intelligence, render them good examples and

able schoolmasters n the bush to subsequent settlements in the neighbourhood.
I have, &c.
Alfred Reade, Esq. ‘ (signed) Alezander Wedderburn, G, E. A.

&e. & &e.

Enclosure 3, in No. 2.

To his Excellency Sir Witliam M‘Bean George Colebrooke, ®.1., Lieutenant-Governor
and Commander-in-Chief, &c. &c. &e.

May it please your Excellency,

In making a report for the past year, as emigrart agent at Fredericton, I beg leave to
call your Excellency’s attention to the provincial statute, page 587-8, under which the funds
that may be obtained from emigrants arriving in the province, are directed to be applied,
and under which [ am satisfied a sum is collected suflicient, if properly expended, to meet
its object, which is the relieving destitute and diseased passengers and emigrants, and in
assisting them to reach their places of destination within the province.

But, unfortunately, the Act further provides that sums so received shall be applied from
time {0 time by grants of the legislature ; and as that body does not meet till the season has

asscd away when passenger-ships arrive, and as the Lieutenant-governor for the time being
Eas no authority to apportion any part of the sums so obtained to assist emigrants in distress,
or aid them on their arrival in this country, the result is they are thrown upon the commu-
nity as paupers, to be provided for by the commissioners of the poor, who subsequently
apply to the legislature for remuneration, where their claims are frequently reduced.  Hence
a stigma is attached to persons thus unfortunately situated, which attaches to them and their
fumilies in after-life.

I know an instance mysclf where the descendants of a person who came to Halifax,
Nova Scotia, several years since, in a very humble situatien in life, have by their prudence
and integrity raiscd themselves to seats in the Council of that and another colony ; and yet
under the system pursued in this provinee, had he obtained some trifling assistance, which
probably he would afterwards have repaid, it must have been doled out to him by the com-
missioners of the poor, and would not have been forgotton by those malignant persons with
whom every community abounds.

There is also some little allowance to be made for the feelings and habits of those poor
seople who leave the country of their nativity to seck ina strange land another home. For
mstance, the Irish, and I believe the remark applies to the Scotch and English emigrants,
never having been accustomed to cating Indian meal, they dislike i¢; in fact in some
instances they cannot eat it, although it is a wholesome and excellent deseription of food,
without experiencing ill eftects. But oatmeal they will gladly take. Yct in every instance
that has ome under my observation, the commissioners of the poor give Indian meal ; and
those who endeavour to obtain oatmeal arc considered as improperly fastidious.

To remedy the difficulty that arises from the interference of the commissioners, and to
relieve them from a disagreeable duty, as also to secure an economical and proper expendi-
ture of the Emigrant Fund, I would suggest that it should be placed at the disposal of the
Lieutenant-governor to be applied for the relief and assistance of emigrants, under his
Excellency’s immediate directions, by persons who act as emigrant agents, or others who
may perform that duty where numbers of emigrants annually arrive; a detailed account to
be vendered to the legislature at the close of each ycar.

There is another proceeding attending the passage of emigrants that materially affects
their comfort during such passage, and their circumstances on their subsequent arrival in the
colony, to which I beg leave to call your Excellency’s attention, for the purpose of bring-
ing it under the notice of Her Majesty’s Government.

The emigrants on leuving Great Britain generally provide for themselves and families, as
they conceive, a sufficient supply of food toéiast during the entive passage ; but owing to the
prevalence of adverse winds, and I fear, in sume instances, the cuyidity of the masters of the
vessels, the passages arc protracted to an unusual length ; and the poor people having con-
sumed their provisions, are at the mercy of these men, who sell supplies to then, as [ have
understood repeatedly from emigrants who have come to my office in a destitute condition,
at an exorbitant rate, so that when the voyage is ened, individuals with families, who when
they embarked had funds that would have materieiy assisted them, on their arrival in the
province are reduced to abject poverty, and have been compelled to dispose of their clothing
to support nature on their being landed after the termination of their voyage.

This would be obviated if the inasters of vessels taking passengers were compelled to have
at least two months’ supply of provisions for both pussengers and crew, and that a fixed
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price should be prescribed for adults and children, and the articles constituting a ration, and
:lhelr quality and quantity, also defined by some competent authority at the place of
eparture. :

This may seem at first sight to inflict a hardship upon the owners and masters of vessels ;
but the price of a ration migﬁlt so be fixed as to repay them for their outlay ; and when it is
recollected that the conveyance of passengers is a mere business transaction, and that cre-
dulous and ignorant people are continually imposed upon by the cupidity of persons in com-
;xnand ptf emigrant ships, it will be found to ‘be a course consistent with justice as well as

umanity,

With reference to the description of emigrants that should resort to this province, I would
beg leave to remark that in the absence of any great public undertaking, a sufficient influx of
the labouring class will find their way hither, through the representations of interested
persons, or owing to the recommendations of their friends and acquaintances, and as many
as can well become annually merged in the population of the province.

There is, however, a class of settlers wanting in this province, and to whom it offers proba-
bly as great inducements as can be found elsewhere; and that is persons of limited means,
sty possessing from 3001 to 500/, Owing to the great logs that attends lumbering pursuits,
there are numbers of farms throughout the province which have become mortgaged to the
merchants, who have advanced supplics and money to pay for their licences, and which would
be disposed of at a cheap rate if purchasers with means could be found ; and theve are large
quantities of cleared land throughout the province which are entirely neglected, that might
at a comparatively trifling expense become cultivated and fertile tra .ts of country.

Waere persons so situated, therefore, to emigrate to this province in bodies, including
among their number a due proportion of artizaus, such as smiths, carpenters, shoemakers,
tailors, masons, &c., with a schoolmaster, and perhaps a clergyman, not only would their
condition be permanently improved, but the country would be better scttled by a description
of persons being infused among the population who would possess superior information and
attainments, and they would form for themselves very happy communtties.

The settlement of the boundary question will open up a fine country for the reception of
emigranis ; and I look upon it as an object of importance, that an English or Scoteh popu-
lation should inhabit the upper part of the county of Carleton, between the River St. John
aud the Grand Falls, as they would be diverted from those animosities and prejudices which
might have a tendency to disturb that tranquillity which is so desirable should be esta-
blished and cultivated between the people of these provinces and the n~ighbouring state of
Maine. :

There are considerable quantities of cleared land between Woodstock and the Arestook,
particularly within the first 15 or 20 miles above the former Flace, that are only portially
cultivated, where settlements could be made ; and there are also large tracts of wilderness
lands beyond that owned by absentees, and belonging to the Crown, which should no longer
be locked up. These are at present held by absentees or other persons, to whom grants
have been made between the Medurmkek, which empties into the St. John'’s at Woodstock ;
and the Grand Falls, 24,000 acres, and the vacant or ungranted land in thqt quarter, com-
Erises about 25,000 acres more. The soil, as far as L am acqua_’mted x'vith it, and from the

est information I can obtain, is of a superior quality, and the climate is remarkably fine.

There is also abundance of good land in the vicinity of the projected road to the bend of
Petticodiac, between North River and New Canaan, amounting to 10,000 acres, including
the Albert settlement, which has been surveyed, where new settlements could be advanta-
geously formed. But whether sitting down in villages, or_dispersed in separate farms,
where the country has been partially cleared, or penetrating into the wilderness of the pro-
vince, it is essenfial that parties arriving here depend mainly on the labour of ther own
hands, and understand something of agricultare. hen such is the case, after having pro-
cured land or purchased farws, paid for their stock, and each head of a fomily having re-
tained, say from 100. to 150 I, they would have sufficient to support themselves and families
till the erops of the first and second years would meet their requirements ; and it the subse-
quent life of each individual should be murked by industry and prudence, it would be one
of constantly increasing comfort and independence.

There is a fine tract of land, commencing about 10 miles from Fredericton, called the
Rusagonis settlement, which, owing to the lumbering pursuits of the inhabitants of that part
of the province, has been much neglected ; it extends from the Maryland settlement towards
the Oronucto River. The land, generally speaking, is good, and the situation is delightful ;
T should say that 40 or 50 families might sit down in that direction in great comfort, and at
a moderate distance from the seat of government.

On the south west Miramichi River there is abundance of fine land, and I believe
a number of farms that might be bought at a very cheap rate, owing to the losses sustained
by lumbering. The distance from Fredericton to where the road strikes the Miramichi
River at Boiestown, is between 30 and 40 miles.

With refercnce to the immigrants who came to Fredericton from St. John and other parts
of the province, in considerable numbers, during the carly part of the summer, they were
chiefly of the labouring class, many with helpless families, most of whom had parted with

what trifling means they possessed before leaving the vessels in which they came passengers,
or
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-or by the sale of articles of clothing in St. John’s, and were consequently in destitute ecir-
cumstances. I gave these people such advice as my knowledge of the country enabled me
to afford, and passed them on to different parts of the province.

In some few instances, when nothing else could be done, I sent them back to St. John’s
in the steamers, incurring thereby an exFense of some 3/. or 4/, which I hope will meet
with your Excellency’s approbation. Those of them who were apt, and calculated to
make themselves useful, however, have, with few exceptions, succeeded in obtaining
-employment.

With a slight cxception (there being probably ten or a dozen English people, among
whom were two shipwrights, whom I forwarded up the river in December), the emigrants
who came to me were all Irish ; and there is this difficulty aboutthis description of persons,
that they will often apply for and receive aid when they are in possession of sufficient funds
of their own; and it is almost impossible to determine between cases of real poverty and
affected want. The Scotch seldom or never beg ; and I do not recollect an instance of a
person of that nation applying for charitable relief under ordinary circumstances. On their
arrival they gencrally penetrate into the country, and procure employment; but the Irish
will hang absut towns while a farthing remains in their pockets, and then, when necessity
compels them to resort to the country, will demand wages far beyond what they can carn,
or farmers can afford to give. I feel much gratified, however, in.stating that the Irish
immigrants who have arrived out during the last two years in particular, were remarkabic
for sobriety ; and I never saw an instance of inebriety, either among those who applied at
my office or in the street.

Whatever may be the determination of Her Majesty’s Government with reference to emi-
gration, 1 cannot conclude this report without remarking, that this province seems hitherto
to have been singularly unfortunate in this particular. Possessing abundance of land of the
finest quality, intersected by numerous rivers of considerable extent, many of which abound
with salmon and other fish, with a salubrious climate, at no great distance from the mother
country, which may be reached in a fortnight, it offers every inducement to a person
desirous of emigrating and possessing property, who, with moderate means,-can live here in
independence. "Fhose who can conimand funds {o support them during the first year of their
residence are sure to succeed ; and there are numerous instances where persons, without any
means whatever beyond their own labour and industry, have cleared away the wilderness
around their dwellings, and have converted it into profitable and fertile farms, who are now

living in the enjoyment of every comfort which the bulk of a community can anywhere
obtain,

I have, &ec.
_ (signed) Edmond Ward, )
Fredericton, 24 January 1843, Assistant Emigrant Agent,
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NEW SOUTH WALES.

—No. 3.—
No. 95.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir George Gipps to Lord Stanley.

Government House, Sydney,
My Lord, 23 May 1842.

I navE the honour herewith to enclose three copies of a Report recently made
to me by the immigration agent of this colony, which, though nominally only for
the year 1841, contains a general notice of the progress of immigration up to the
arrival of the last of the emigrants who left England previous to the 1st November
1841.

On comparing this Report with my cvn despatch, No. 88, of the 14th May
1842, and the memorandum which accompanied it, your Lordship will perceive
that but little difference of opinion exists between myself and the immigration
agent—the principal, perhaps, being, that whilst [ have recommended that in any
faturc emigration the selection of the emigrants should be left to the agents of the
parties contracting to bring them to this country, Mr. Merewcther recommends
that they should be selected by the agents of government.

Your Lordship will perceive that Mr. Merewether has given all the information
in his power respecting the way in which the immigrants, during the last 18 months,
have been distributed in the colony; and I desire particularly to request attention
to those paragraphs in pages 39 of his Report, which relate to this matter, as in
your Lordship’s despatch, No. 10, of the 14th October 1841, I was desired to
afford information on this subject.

Of the large encampment of emigrants which was to be seen in Sydney a few
wecks ago, all the tents, with the exception of five, have now, I am happy to say,
disappeared.

At Port Phillip the number of unemployed immigrants is still considerable ; but
this is in great part to be accounted for by the long detention in quarantine of the
ship Manlius.

Male immigrants at Meclbourne, not able to make better engagements, are still
employed by government, though their wages have been reduced from 20s. to 18s.
per week. There were 362 men so employed on the ist of the present month;
and about 250 women and children were at that time still receiving assistance
from the government.

I have, &ec.

(signed) Geo. Gipps.

Enclosure in No. 3.

REPORT on InmicraTion, for the Year 1841, by Francis L. S. Mcrewether, Esq.,
Agent for Emigration ; with an Appendix.

Sir, Government Immigration Office, Syduey, 14 May 1842.

I no myself the honour to transmit to your Excellency my Report on Immigration to this
colony for the year 1841, together with a scries of returns illustrative of the subject. In
these documents I have endcavoured, in accordance with the instructions under which this
Reportis made, to embody all such statistical information as the records of my office enable
me 1o furnish, of a nature likely to be ¢ either useful or interesting to Her Majesty’s
Government or to the colonial or British public.”

The Return marked (A.) presents a detailed account of the bounty immigration of the
year, showing the number of ships in which bounty immigrants arrived, the number of bounty
immigrants landed from each ship, the place where they were landed, and the cost of their

mtroduction,
From
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From this document it will be seen, that during that single year, 99* ships, whose aggre-
gate measurement amounted to about 35,000 tons, were engaﬁed in the conveyance of bounty
mmmigrants to this colony, and that of this number, no less than 89 were specially fitted out
for the purpose.

1t wiil also be seen that from these ships were landed, at Sydney 11,757, and at Port
Phillip 7,766, bounty immigrants, making a total of 19,623 souls added to the working
classes of the population, at a cost to the colony of 327,106 /. 2s. 10d.

The Return marked (B.) shows the proportion in which the several counties, and prin-
cipal subdivisions of the United Kingdom, have contributed to the amount of labour
imported during the year 1841. '

aving heard complaints that many immigrants, hired as farm labourers, have proved utterly
ignoraut of almost every branch of their business, as well as slovenly in their mode of doing
t%e work set before them, I cannot pass on from my notice of this document without an
expression of regret, that of the very large number who have obtained free passages under
the description of * Agricultural labourers,” so very few should have been selected from
those districts where agriculture is most generally and most successfully pursued, and where,
consequently, the best husbandmen are to be found.

From Return (C.) it will be seen :—

1st. That of the number of persons who arrived on bounty, including children, 9,750 were
males, and 9,773 were females; and that of the males, 7,335, and of the females, 7,599,
were above the age of 16 years, and immediately available therefore for work.

2dly. That of the total number of bounty immigrants, includiag children, 4,563 were
natives of England ; 1,616 were natives of Scotland ; and 13,344 were natives of Ireland.

3dly. That of the total number of bounty immigrants, including children, 10,009 were
Protestants; 9,476 were Roman Catholics; 87 were Jews, and one (happily a solitary
case) was & member of no religious communion.

4thly. That of the total number of adults imported on bounty, 8,643 could read and
write ; 2,961 could read cnly; and 8,178 could neither read nor write.

sthly. That of the adults, 3,425 males, and 3,306 females, were married ; and 3,758
males, and 4,203 females were unmarried.

Return (D.) shows the number of deaths and births which occurred, either on the voyage
or in quarantine, amongst the passengers of all classes who arrived in ships conveying
bounty immigrants, and 1s, perhaps, the most gratifying of all the documents appended to
my Report.

From this return it appears that out of 22,335 souls (including children, amongst whom
the greater number of deaths occurred), who embarked in ships which arrived in the colony
with bounty immigrants during the year 1841, 21,705 were landed in safety, the diminution
by death of the number which left Gireat Britain having amouuted only to 630, being in the
proportion of rather less than three in each hundred persons.

Return (E.) shows the trades or callings of the bounty immigrants who artived during the
year 1841, according to their own statements when examined before the Board ; and also the
average wages given to persons of those callings at the close of that year.

Thig return is the only one of those forming the Appendix to my Report which I cannot
submit as an accurate statistical document. The immigrants having been rapidly hived on
board the vesselsin which they arrived, I have been unable to obtain any satisfactory record
of their engagements, by means of which to classify them, according to their actual employ-
ment in the colony, instead of according to their own representations of themselves. This
return will, therefore, be found to give a very imperfect account of the distribution of the
labour which arrived. For example, the number of agricultural labourers appearing in the
Table being 6,149, and the number of shepherds being only 331, it is obvious that many of
those who professed the former occupation must be actually employed in the latter; and
that, in this instance at least, therefore, the return is defective, as it does not afford a cor-
rect view ofthe proportion in which the demand for these two descriptions of labour existed
and was supplied. It is, however, in the number of these two classes only that inaccuracy
exists to any considerable extent.  The numbers assigned to the other callings may be con~
sidered as very nearly correct.

Thou%h I have not been able to show with such accuracy as I could wish the mauner in
which the labour imported during the year 1841 has been distributed, yet that it has been
distributed with a rapidity which might have been deemed almost impossible, considering
the difficulty of communication with the interior, I have the means of affording most satis-
factory proof. At the close of the third quarter of the year, the immense number of immi-
grants who were ariving at Sydney in continuous succession, rendered it impossible that
those of a less eligible description should find employment within the 10 days during which
< maintenance was provided for them on board ship; the admission into “the immigrant
barracks, and the temporary maintenance there of such labourers with families, and such
single women as, through no fault of their own, were discharged from their respective ships,
wihout engagements, was in consequence sanctioned by your Excellency. The total number

of
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to the end of the year 1841, was
Married men with families - « - - - . . 200
Single females - - - - < - < - < 172

The number lodged in the barracks on the 1st of January 1842 was,
Married men with families - - = - - s 81
Single females - - - - - - . . . 15

So that out of 2,997 adult men, and 1,700 adult single women, or 4,697 working hands,,
who airived at Sydney during the last half of the year 1841, 372 only failed to obtain
employment within 10 days after their arrival in Sydney, and 46 only remained without
emxloly;ment on the first day of the present year.

t Port Phillip it was found necessary to make similar provision for the immigrants who
did not find immediate employment ; and from returns furnished by his Honor the super-
intendent of that district, it appears that out of 2,115 adult males, and 1,299 adult single
females, or 3,414 working hands, landed in the district on bounty during the last half of’
the year 1841, 42 men with families, and 65 single women, or 107 working hands, only
were without employment on the 1st day of January 1842. These statements render’
unnecessary any comment on the great demand for labour which must have existed in
the colony, and the almost overwhelming distress which, but for its arrival, would have been
experienced.

he rates of wages inserted in this Return (I.) are principally taken from averages struck
on the wages given in 10 different districts of the interior, according to returns furnished
to the principal superintendent of police, by the police magistrates of those districts, The
present rates of wages are somewhat lower than those given in this Table, but the reduction
1s so inconsiderable as to afford in itself a satisfactory proof that the labour market is still
much understocked.

Return (F.) shows that the total immigration to the colony during the year 1841, including
persons who arrived without any assistance from the Government, amounted to 23,200 souls
of whom 14,6562 were landed at Sydney, and 8,548 at Melbourne.

By a remark annexed to this return, it will be seen, thatin the number of immigrants
represented as having arrived without cost to the Government, are included 127 adult males,
381 adult females, and 72 children, who embarked as bounty immigrants, but were not paid
for by the Goverument in consequence of their ineligibility under the colonial regulations.

The male portion of these rejected immigrants contains some few above the preseribed
age, and some single men in excess of the number of single women, and on that account
ineligible ; but it 1s principally composed of persons represented to be agricultural labourers,
but proving to be of other callings, such as tutors, clerks, overseers, butlers, valets, auc-
tioneers, tradesmen, and others not coming within the description given in the bounty
regulations.

The females who were rejected on their own account, and not on account of the ineligi-
bility of their husbands, consisted of some few young women of a superior class to that of
domestic and farm servants (which is now the only class admissible on bounty), or of an
age above that prescribed by the regulations, or of notorioule bad characters, but princi-
pally of young females, not under the protection of married couples, in the manner con-
templated by the regulations. The disallowance of bouuties, made on this ground, has
been large, and in some instances, perhaps, the rigid adherence to the principle of the
regulations, which has been found necessary, has involved the rejection of women of an
unexceptionable description in other respects. It is, however, satisfactory to myseif, and
to the other members of the Board, in looking back upon their discharge of a painful duty,
to know, that whenever, subsequently to the report of the Board, and the paymeunt of the
bountics on immigrants by any ship, facts have come within my knowledge of a nature pre-
judicial to the character of any single females, these females have almost invariably been
found amongst the number of those on whose account no payment was made, in consequence
of their not having been under proper protection.

Return (G.) is a comparative statement of the annual amount of immigration during the
past four years, from which it will be seen that the number of bounty immigrants who
arrived during the year 1841 was less than the aggregate number which airived during the
entire period of the three preceding years by 691 souls only.

The number of immigrants who arrived without cost to the colony during the year 1841,
was 3,677, which is less than the aggregate number of the three preceding years by 2,603,

That unassisted immigiation has not progressed in the same ratio with assisted immigra-
tion may be in some degree attributed to the discouraging accounts which have reached
England of the state of the colony, and which must have had the effect of preventing both
large and small capitalists from embarking their fortunes in this country, during the con-
tinuance of its commercial distress. As this distress is now fast passing away, it is not an
unreasonable hope that our next supply of labour will be accompanied by sn influx of
capital seeking investment in the surplus produce and stock of the colonists, which is now.
waiting for a market, and thus giving renewed impetus to the further development of the
resources of the country, and opening an unhounded field for the employment of the pro-
ductive classes. )

The very small number of capitalists who arrived in the colony, or who have entered into

agricultural or pastoral speculations, affords further proof of the great demand for lal;:gulr
which
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which existed during the year 1841 amongst the old colonists, by whom that which arrived
Las been alinost entirely employed.

From the same Return (G.) it will be seen that the immigration of the four years ended
31st December last, has amounted to 49,684 souls, of whom 89,737 have been introduced at
the public expense.

TEough it 1s gratifying to be able to state, that the * want of every descri[I)tion of labour,”
of which my predecessor, with sogreat cause, complained in his Report on Immigration for
the year 1840, has been, in a very great measure, removed, yet [ am far from thinking that
the want has as yet been nearly met, .

The temporary cessation of immigration will operate very advantageously, as it will
aﬂl'ord time and opportunity for the recently arrived labour to settle itself throughout the
colony.

Onythe re-commencement of immigration, the higher rates of wages hefore the immigrants,
as they recede from their place of disembarkation,* will have had the effect probably of
withdrawing all but what may be called the perennial labour, cr the labour required all the
year round from the agricultural districts in the neighbourhood of the capital. In these
districts I am of opinion that the next harvest season will bring back a very large demand
for additional hands. Under the circumstances of this colony it will not be possible at any
time to form anything like a correct estimate of the labour likely to be required ; but I feel
persuaded that 2,000 males and 1,000 unencumbered females will not meet the demand
which will exist during the last %uarter of the present year.

The deseriptions of productive labour which are now, or are likely to be, in such demand,
as to make a provision for their supply out of the public funds desirable, are those, and only
those, which are enumerated in the Bounty Regulations of the 3d March 1840; viz, agricul-
tural labourers, shepherds, carpenters, smiths, wheelwrights, bricklayers, masons, and female
domestic aud farm servants. Sawyers, uniformly paid for by the Government, and brick-
makers, might perhaps be specially mentioned.

For males of a superior description, such as clerks and farm overseers, there is at present
no demand ; and such persons have latterly been subjected to great privations, as well as
great disappointment, on their arrival.

For nursery governesses, ladies’ maids, and females of a similar description, there is also
no demand; and the emigration of such persons (unless with friends to protect and provide
for them until they can find employment) is but too frequently productive of misery to
themselves and injury to the community,

The number of {Jounty immigrants who have already arrived in this colony since the com-
mencement of the present year is as follows :

Syoney.

Adults . - - - - - - - - 3,158

Children - - - - - - - ~ 1,159
4,315

Port PuiLrip.

Adults - - - - - < - < 1,007

Children - - - - - - - - 316
1,323
Torar - - -7 5,688
SRR

In addition to the above, about 1,000 persons have arrived without cost to the colony,
making the total number of all classes landed in New South Wales, between the 1st of
January last and the present duie, amount to about 6,665 souls.

Of the number of bounty immigrants landed at Sydney, the following only now remain in
the barracks without employment:

Men with families - - - - - - - - - 27
Widows with families - - - - - - - - 3

In the uncertainty which at present hangs over the conduct of immigration to this colony,
I am without the means of forming any estimate of the numbers who may be expected to
arrive during the remainder of the present year.

I am happy te be able to report to your Excellency, that so far as my experience reaches,
the ships employed in the conveyance of immigrants, during the past and present year, have
been almost uniformly of a class well adapted to the service.

I can also speak in terms of commendation of the manner in which the ships generally have
been fitted out and provisioned. ,

On these heads it occurs to me only to remark, 1st, that it would be desirable, in future,
that a description of food, more suited to their constitution than that issued o adults, and
now to children also, should be provided for the latter; and, 2dly, that of two mode}?_illl

which

® It will be borne in mind, that as the immigrants 1ecede further fiom the capital, whence all sup«
plies are transnutted at a heavy cost of conveyance, the piice of clothing will increase as well as the
rates of wages, though probably not nearly in the same ratio,  Sec Retwn (LE.)
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* which ships have been fitted up, under the sanction of the authorities at home, recent expe-
rience has, I think, shown that to be the better in which the three compartments of the
Fassengers' deck, allotted respectively to the single males, the familics, and the single
emales, are divided from each othe: by wooden partitions. These partitions, when formed
entirely of bars or grating, cannot offer much obstruction to the currentof uir, and contribute
essentially to the preservation of order and morality.

Having bestowed commendation so far, as by abler judges than myself commendation
has been allowed to be due, I must respectfully beg to be permitted to stay my remarks at
this point, beyond which general praise cannot go. Short as has been my experieuce in the
Imm{gl‘at_lon epartment, | shrink from using individually the strong terms in which the
Immigration Board have censured the numerous abuses latterly brought under their notice,
and to use weaker terms, would be an injustice to their feclings as well as my own. [ beg,
therefore, simply to recal your Excellency’s attention to the several special reports made by
the Board during the past nine months, if, indeed, the facts brought within your knowledge,
by the evidence appended to those reports, are not so deeply impressed upon your memory
as to need no revival from without. .

As regards the conduct of immigration for the future, T must beg, with submission, to
express my doubt, whether the selection of the Immigrants can wisely be intrusted to
mercantile speculation,

The merchant has been truly and justly designated ¢ the friend of mankind ;” but in all
dealings with him it must be borne in mind, that however beneficial to the public may be
the effects of his enterprise, yet, that his occupation is not the exercise of philanthropy, but
the pursuit of gain. Andin sending out emigrants for the benefit of New South Wales, the
question with the merchant will be, not how he can best promote the interest of the colony,
but _hu\y he can perform his contract in the most profitable manner to himself. And if, as
he sits in his counting-house in London, he finds that men from Shoreditch and Wapping will
flock to him for passages to the colony, and that such men will come sufficiently within the
description of persons mentioned in his contract to make his payment secure, he will
assuredly not go to the trouble and expense of seeking a better description of labourers from
the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk. I;'inis conclusion, I think I may venture to say, can be
shown, by the experience of the past six months, to be fully as much supported by fact as it
@ppears to me to be theoretically just.

Recent experience has also shown that an undue, and, as it has proved, a suicidal thirst
for gain, on the part of many of the persons entrusted with the conduct of emigration hither,
has operated as unfavourably in the selection of surgeons superintendent, as in the selection
of emigrants,

Several instances have been brought within my knowledge, and that of the members of
the Immigration Board, in which surgeons have not only received no remuneration from the
shippers of the immigrants, but have even been required to enter into an engagement to pay
for their passages, out of the gratuities expected by them from the Colonial Government.
The consequence has been, as might be expected, tf:at in many instances, these cheap sur-
geons have proved utterly unquul}ﬁe(l for their charge, and have brought discredit upon
themselves, loss upon their employers, and worse consequences still upon those who were
committed to their care. In order to obviate so gricvous an evil in future, your Excellency
will remember that the Immigration Board, in a late report, took occasion to sugzest, that
no surgeons should be allowed to proceed in charge of inmigrant ships, until they had been
approved by the medical officers attached to the Board of Admiralty, or by some other
equally competent and disinterested examiners.

I trust that the adoption of some such course may be (if it has not already been) recom-
mended by your Excellency.

Having been driven, by my recently gained experience, from the prepossession in favour
of the bounty system, wgich, in common with most of my fellow colonists, 1 entertained
when I was placed in charge of the Immigration Department, 1 have naturally been led to
consider how the good which was in that system could be retained in any other system
which might take its place. I will not venture 1o intrude the scheme of such a novice as
myself into the pages of this already long Report, but I so far trespass upon your Excel-
lency’s indulgence as to anncx the outline of a plan, which might, perhaps, be found to
combine the advantages of the two systems of immigration, known as the Bounty and
Government systems, which, unfortunately for the interests of the colony, have ceased to be

in concurrent operation.

I cannot conclude this Report, without making known to your Exdellency the grateful
sense which 1 entertain, and which, I think, the public at large must entertain with me, of
the disintercsted exertion smade by Mrs. Chisholm m favour of the unprotected and friend-
less females who have latterly been landed in such numbers upon our shores. When, in
consequence of inattention to a most important regulation of the Government, requiring
every single female cluimant for bounty “ to be under the protection of a married couple, as
forming part of the family, and destined to remain with it until otherwise provided for,” a
namber of young women were landed from every ship, without employment, and without
friends to afford them shelter or protection, this lady generously came forward to rescue
these poor creatures from rum and wisery, and has, for the last seven months, single-handed,
and at an entire sacrifice of time and comfort, been labouring to obtain suitable situations
for any and all who made application to her. She has deserved my thauks in my official

capacity, and I am anxious thus to record them.
I fecl
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I feel aiso under obligations to this lady for having roused the colonists to a sense of the
advantage which they would derive from the establishment of depdts throughout the
country for the reception of newly-arrived immigrants, and from associations to provide for
the conveyance of large bodies into their respective districts, at their common cdst. At her
instance, the foundations of several such institutions have been laid ; and I have reason
to hope that, on the renewal of immigration, they will be general throughout the country. -

Should emigration become, as there in now good ground for hoping that it will become,
a great national measure for the relief of a distressed population at home, and for the estab-
lishment abroad of dependent * communities on every shore, whose aspect favours hope or
bold adventure,” | cannot but anticipate from such associations as those of which I am
speaking the greatest possible advantage to this colony, as a recipient of the redundant
laLour of the mother country. Their existence being known in Great Britain will create a
confidence amongst the rural population (naturally fearful of what may befal them in coun-
trics beyond the seas) that in New South Wales they will not be left destitute in the place
where they may be landed, until the demand for their services reaches them there, but that
they will, at once, be conveyed into those districts where employment is ready for them.

'I)"here are also other institutions, for which it will be the interest of the colonists, as they
look not for labourers merely, but for virtuous and respectable labourers, to make large
provision out of the wealth which each accession of labour creates amongst them ; I mean
institutions for the education of the young, and the religious instruction of all, who may be
tempted to seek a home amongst them. "The honest and respectable of the working classes
of great Britain who may be disposed to emigrate, will be most generally directed in the
choice of the land whither they should go by the advice of the parochial clergy; and that
advice will assuredly point to t{ose countries where, in co-existence with wordly advantages,
the best provision is made for the education of their children and their own religious
instruction.

That, as a field for emigration, New South Wales should hold out these advantages,
I consider to be of the utmost importance to her interests.

Your Excellency, during whose adwministration of the Government, nearly 60,000 souls
have been transplanted hither, from a country where the ministrations of religion and the
means of education are at every man’s door, would doubtless press this subject on theatten-
tion of the colonists on higher grounds. It is my province here to urge it merely as a means
of attracting a better class of imnugrants to our shores.

I have, &e¢.
Francis L. S. Merewether,
To his Excellency Agent for [mmigration.
Governor Sir George Gipps,
&e. e e

PROYOSAL FOR THE FUTURE CONDUCT OF IMMIGRATION.

1.—That ships shall be provided, fitted out, and victualled by contract.

That one-half of the cuntract money shall be advanced in England, leaving the other
half to be paid in the colony, on the receipt, by the Government, of a favourable report from
the surgeon superintendent ns to the manner in which the contract has been performed.

That the contractors shall be required to lodge in the hands of the Colonial Land and
Lmigration Commissioners such policies of insurance as will secure the Government against
the loss of the moiety of the expenditure advanced in England.

2.—That the surgeon superintendent shall be nominated by the Colonial Land and
Emigration Commissioners, who would doubtless require from their nominee satisfactory
certificates, not merely that he is competent as a medical practitioner, but that he is a per-
son possessing the still more requisite qualifications of humanity, decision, uprightness, and
self-respect. That after nomination he shall be required to present himself before the me-
dical officers attached to the Board of Admiralty, and that his appointment shall be depen-
dent upon the repoit of those officers.

That to the surgeon shall be committed the sole charge of the emigrants, and that
the officers of the ship shall be subordinute to him, in all matters concerning the emi-
rrants.
© Tlat it shall be the duty of the surgeon to make himself acquainted, as far as possible,
with the previous history, character, and callings of the immigrants under his charge; and
that he shall be required to present a complete List of them to the immigration agent, on his
arrival, with a note attached to the name of each individual indicative of his eligibility, or
otherwise, as an emigrant.

8.—That selecting officers shall be appointed in such districts of the United Kingdom as
may be decemed expedient, and that they shall be under the general superintendence of the
Colonial Land and Fmigration Commssioners, but that their pay. or the greater part of
it, shall be derived from the Colonial Government, by way of head-money on every inimi-
grant who may be approved by the lmmigration Board in the colony (deciding of course, as
now, according to established rules), afler personal inspection, and after consideration of the

1eport given of him by the surgeon superintendent,
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(A)-NEW SOUTH WALES. B

A RETURN of the Number of Boyrsry Inazonants, who arrived in the

y
Dato SYDNEY. PORT PHILLIP.
No. | NAMES OF SHIPS. of Adults. Children, Adults. Children,
Arrival, - Torav, Torar,
. Males. {Females.! Males, { Females. Males, |Females.| Males. | Females.
3

1 | William Money - -} - 3 3 - - 6 - - - - -

2 | Gonges » - - .. - 3 2 - 2 7 - - - - -

8 | Perfect - - - -1 - - - . - - - ] 3 1 2 9

4 | Salsette « « - -} Jan., 2 - - - - - 52 60 46 30 188

6 | Arindoe - - -f Jan. B - - - - - 1l 11 8 8 28

6 | Ferguson - - - | Jan. 15 - - - ~ - 94 103 13 18 228

7 | Alfred - - - « | Jan, 19 o1 105 22 17 235 - - - - -

8 | Sir Charles Forbes « .| Jan. 21 - - - - - 68 81 13 10 180

9 {Conrad - « = « | Jan. 81 18 25 9 11 68 - - - - -
10 | Marquis of Hastings -{ Feb. 4 86 78 19 17 200 - - - - -
T York « - - - Febo 6 - - - - - 2 2 2 1 7
12 | Jane Gifford - - - { Feb, 13 81 133 18 14 246 - - - - -
13 | Posthumous - o - { Feb, 13 1 1 - - 2 - - - - -
14 | Georgiana  « . - { Feb, 25 - - - - - 57 65 38 24 184
15 | Argyle,London - .| Man 1 - - - - - 87 48 20 9 204
16 | Brothers - - -{ Mar. 11 88 86 50 30 260 f' -~ - - - -
17 | Portland - - .| Mar. 1} 75 64 39 36 214 - - - - -
18 | Glenswilly - - « | Mar, 11 108 147 22 24 301 - - - - -
19 Berkshire - - ~ ] Mar, 13 92 84 30 20 226 - - = - -
20 | Susan - - - -« | Mar, 25} 100 88 19 14 221 - - ~ - -
21 | Margaret - - - | Mar. 28 84 82 39 40 245 - - - - -
22 | Neptune - - .| Marn 20 - - - - - 113 110 15 16 263
23 | John Cooper - . - | April 4 ~ ~ - - - 8 8 4 4 24
21 | Bussorah Merchant -] April 6 40 39 38 87 164 - ~ - - -
25 | Argyle, Liverpool - .| April 13 - ~ - - - 59 89 45 34 207
26 | SirJohn Falstaff - - | April 14 82 48 25 33 138 - - - - -
27 | James Mathieson - < | April 14 65 7 27 29 101 - - - - -
28 Qrestes - - - - { May 14 o8 Bs 50 40 255 - - - - -
29 | Moffait - - - -] May 31 163 110 25 24 322 - - - - -
30 | Duchess of Northumberland] June 8 - -~ - - Ve 114 85 22 13 234
k1 Frankfield . - o June 7 - - - - - 100 96 55 451 301
32 | Earl Grey - . - June 24 105 06 20 25 246 - - - - -
33 | Achilles - - = duly i2 18 2 - - 20 - - - - -
34 | Herald - - - < July 15 104 130 68 60 362 - - - - -
35 1 RoyalSazon - . <] July 17 - - - - - 29 104 14 6 223
36 Eng]and - - -] July 17 - - - - - 135 14 §3 41 348
37 Ellen = . - - | July 21 105 111 50 27 203 - - - - -
38 { GeorgeFyfle - . - July 28 - - - - - 86 96 15 16 213
39 { Queen Victoria - - July 26 77 71 38 25 211 - - -~ - -
40 | Brilliant - - - | July 26 - - - - - 5 12 -~ - 17
41 William Abrams - -1 July 26 - - ~ - - Gl 62 23 24 170
42 | Westminster - . . | July 80 - - - - - 108 03 24 14 244
48 | Burrampovter - - -1 Aug. 7 (/1] 82 40 85 226 - - - - -
44 | Cadet - - - -l Aug. 9 61 66 49 35 211 - - - -
45 | Pearl - - - <l Aug. 17 83 107 1t 4 207 - - - - -
46 | Eleanor « - - - | Aug, 22 92 79 14 24 209 - - - - -
47 Elizabeth - - -1 Aug. 23 130 111 60 43 344 - - -~ - -
48 | William Metcalfe - - | Aug. 27 - - - - - 83 097 21 8 209
40 | Forth - - - - | Aug. 28 91 99 23 21 234 - - - - -
60 | Percy - . - -1 Aug, 28 93 102 52 80 278 - - - - -
61 | Globe - - - -] Aug. 28 5 5 1 [}] 17 - - - - -
62 | Runnymede - - .| Avg, 30} 90 14 12 4 220 - - - - -
63 | Adsm Lodge - - -] Auvg. 30 87 92 39 33 251 - - - - -
54 | Strathfieldsaye - «1 Aug., 30 - ~ - - - 88 106 18 16 228
55 | John Renwick - o f Sept. 1 86 103 14 8 211 - - - - -
66 | Chipa - . - - | Sept.. 7] 100 76 26 24 226 - - - - -
57 | United Kingdom - - f Septs 71! 164 144 76 63 447 - - - - -
&8 | Gilbert Henderson - ~ | Sept. 16 83 109 7 8 207 - - - - -
69 | ¥orth - - - ~ | Sept, 18 - - - - - 82 104 19 16 221
60 | Canton = - . - | 8ept, 18 101 80 i3 10 210 - - - - -
61 | Middlesex <« . ] Sept. 30 - - - - - 90 00 19 11 219
62 | 'lhomas Arbuthnot - - Octe. 2 - - - - - 92 92 7 26 247
63 Agricola - - | Oct. 3 - - - - ~ 92 90 20 10 230
64 | Eomore - - - -1 Oct. 4 - - - - - 43 53 1 3] 103
65 | William ‘T'urner - o { Oct. 5 81 87 3¢ 29 233 - -~ - - -
a8 | James Morun ~ . ~1QOct. 6 62 58 16 18 164 - - - - -
67 | Intrinsic - - -] Qct. 7 - - - - - [if1] 68 42 59 238
68 | Lady Kennaway - <! Oct. 122 02 17} 15 10 209 -~ ~ - - -
69 | Liviogstone = - - Oct. 2t 67 79 48 33 227 - - - - -
70 | Catherine Jamieson - -] Oct. 22 - - - - - 43 48 a3 28 152
71 | Lysaander - - el Qct, 22 - - - - - 80 105 20 14 219
72 | Grindley = = «jQc. 22 - - - - - 63 61 16 17 147
73 | New York Packet - -] Oct. 23 71 72 63 38 244 - - - - -
74 | Vicoria= -~ .| Oct. 24} 13 17 5 10 T - - - - -
756 | Ayrshire - - -1 Qet. 25 04 04 50 66 308 - - - - -
76 | Diamond - - - | Nov, 4 - - - - - 96 107 2r 23 253
77 | Faidie « - - <] Nov. 61 105 120 34 29 288 - - - - -
78 | Larne - - “ -| Nov. @ &3 88 45 38 252 - - - - -
k'] Trinidad - - -| Nov. 8 62 41 3 24 38 - - - - -
60 | Lascar -~ - - -] Nov. 11 62 54 4§ 11 125 - - - - -
#1 Wallace - - +] Nov. . 26 - - - - - 103 103 a7 50 303
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L
- - - - - - - - - (A)-NEW S50UTH WALES,
Calony during the Year 1841, with Torar Cosr of their introduction. L.
GRAND TOTAL. Amount Paid, Amgur;tr Puid, TOTAL COST
or still due, ad
Adults, Children, Number as as g:‘atui‘llx?e to to the REMARKS.
of Surgeons, Officers
. Bounty. ’ >| COLONY.
Males. | Feroales.| Males. | Females.| 300 ‘ ¥ &e.
£ & d £ s d £ s d o

3 3 - - 6 108 - -| - - . 108 - - The ¢ Perfect” arrived in 1840, but

3 2 - 9 7 15 - -4 - - - 115 ~ - | the small numberof immigrants landed

8 8 1 2 9 134 -~ -] - . - 184 - - | from her, at Molbourne, were not in-
52 60 40 30 188 2,708 - - 146 16 - 2,649 15 - | cluded in the Return for that year.
11 11 3 3 28 448 ~ - 32 16 - 480 16 -

04 103 13 18 228 39068 - -~ 198 16 - 4,166 16 -

91 106 22 17 235 3021 -~ ~ 207 16 -~ 4,128 16 -~ ‘ .

68 81 15 16 180 3,046 - - 167 17 - 3,218 17 - | The “ William Money’ arrived in
18 26 0 11 G3 012 ~ - 67 11 ~ 909 11 - | 1840, but the small number of immi-
86 78 19 17 200 8,331 - - 186 - - 3,617 ~ ~ | gran3 landed from her were not paid

2 2 2 1 7 166 - -] - - - 106 ~ - | for until 1841,

81 183 18 14 246 4,256 - - 226 65 - 4482 5 -

1 1 - - 2 88 = ~1| . - - 38 - -

57 65 38 24 184 2,798 ‘- - 167 9 4 2066 9 4
87 88 20 Q 204 8,506 - - 189 8 -~ 8694 8 -~
88 86 50 86 260 3,836 ~ - 238 3 - 4,074 3 -

75 64 39 30 214 8,006 - - 195 18 - 3,201 18 -

108 147 29 21 301 5,105 - - 254 - ~ 5359 -~ -

02 84 30 20 226 3,680 - - 206 5 - 3895 6 -~
100 88 19 14 221 8,822 - - 202 17 - 4,024 17 -

84 82 39 10 245 8,754 ~ -~ 188 12 ¢ 3912 12 6
113 110 15 15 2568 4,427 - - 227 1 - 4,664 1 -

8 8 4 4 24 364 - - 20 8§ - 374 8 =~
40 89 38 37 154 2,026 ~ - 132 4 - 2158 4 -

59 89 45 34 227 8,402 ~ - 208 19 - 8,700 19 -

32 48 25 33 138 1,925 - - 117 8 - 2,042 8 -~
66 70 27 29 101 2045 - -~ 176 7 - 121 7 -

68 85 56 46 255 3672 - - 217 - - 3,680 -~ -

163 110 25 24 322 5482 - ~ 293 14 -~ 5775 14 -
114 85 22 13 234 3,901 - -~ 216 18 - 4,207 18 - -
100 95 65 61 301 4450 - - 274 14 ~ 4,724 44 -
105 20 20 25 246 4114 - - 224 2 - 4,388 2 -
18 2 - - 20 880 -~ -~ . - . 80 ~ -
104 130 68 6o 362 5,346 - -~ 320 14 - 6,675 14 -

99 104 14 6 223 3962 - -~ 214 11 - 4,166 11 - |+
185 114 53 41 343 6,336 ~ - 313 5 ~ 50619 5 ~
105 111 50 27 203 4,620 ~ - 266 156 - 4,805 15 -~
86 96 16 ‘16 213 8,618 - - 197 18 - 3,845 18 -

7 71 38 | 25 21 3212 - - 13 - - 3225 ~ -

6 12 - ~ 17 323 - -~ 1215 ~ 3385 16 - | =~ Payment of the bounties on the
61 62 23 24 170 2617 - - 160 10 - 2,977 10 - | immigrauts per “ Brilliant’* has not
108 08 21 14 244 4,164 - - 22 2 . 4,379 2 - | yet been authorised,

69 82 40 35 226 8374 - - 206 2 - 3,580 2 -~
61 60 49 a5 211 3,043 - - 103 10 -~ 3,236 10 -
8¢ 107 il 4 207 3,723 - - 187 19 - 8910 19 -
£ 79 14 24 209 3470 - -~ 191 G 6 3670 6 6
130 111 60 43 344 5,004 - - 311 11 - 5605 11 -

83 97 21 8 200 8,605 - - 193 13 - 3,708 13 -

o1 09 23 2 234 8800 ~ - 214 18 - 4,104 18 -

03 102 53 30 278 14305 - - 264 6 ~ 4,669 6 -

5 & 1 6 17 225 - | . - - 25 -~ -

90 114 12 4 220 3,056 - - 203 - - 4,159 - -~
87 92 39 33 251 3871 - -~ 220 7 ~ 4,100 7 ~
88 100 18 16 428 3,856 - - 209 16 - 4,005 16 -

86 103 14 8 211 3721 - - 13419 3 3865 19 8
100 76 26 2 220 8,624 - - 204 2 ~ 8828 2 -

164 144 76 63 447 6837 - - 405 19 - 7,242 19 -
83 109 7 8 207 5,728 - - 188 - - 3017 - -
89 104 19 16 221 8769 - = 203 -~ -~ 8,062 - -
101 60 13 10 210 3,569 - - 192 10 - 3,761 10 -

90 29 19 1 219 8762 - ~ 198 3 - 8060 3 -

23 02 37 26 247 3,866 - - 232 4 -~ 4,008 4 -

92 90 29 1y 230 3773 - - 211 10 - 3984 10 -

43 63 1 6 103 1,849 ~ - 86 - - 193 - -

81 87 30 29 233 3542 - - 214 1 -~ 3,756 1 -

62 68 16 18 154 2,450 ~ - 139 1 - 2589 1 -

69 68 42 a9 238 3,323 - - 230 4 - 3,653 4 -

92 92 15 10 209 3,631 - - 187 16 - 3818 10 - ,

07 79 48 33 227 3,304 ~ - 202190 6 3506 19 ¢ | . The amount attached to the
43 48 33 2 152 2154 - - 139 4 - 2203 4 - Grindley immigrants is an estimate,
80 105 20 14 219 3,675 - - 0L - - 3876 -~ - the expense of their conveyance to
53 [1}} 16 17 117 2,186 ~ - 105 4 9 2.291 4 90 Melbourne lmvmg been tempomrily
T 79 63 38 244 3459 ~ - 64 14 = 3,616 14 - dcfrnyedbythelIa’lr‘leG'overpmenl,and
18 17 5 10 45 650 - - 38 5 - 688 5 - | bein unknown, lh(_a immigrants left
04 04 50 66 304 4,407 - - 9272 - - 4679 - - Beotland in the “II'\flla.” burnt at sen,
06 107 27 a3 253 4,172 - - 9231 18 - 4,403 18 - | Were landed at Rio, apd transmitted
105 120 34 20 248 4680 - - 263 16 - 4913 16 ~ from thence under the ditection ot the
83 88 45 36 252 8,789 - - 228 4 - 4,017 4 - | Conwul.

52 41 31 24 148 2,187 - - 138 16 - 2,275 16 - | Payment of the bounties on immi.
59 od 8 11 125 2,164 - - 14 4 - 2,268 4 - | grants per © Wallace” has not been
103 103 47 50 303 4,604 -~ -~ 200 6 -~ 4,804 6 -~ ! authorised.

(continued)
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. -
Date SYDNEY. PORT PHILLIP. ”
No. NAMES OF SHIPS, of Adults, Children. Adulis, Children.
Arsival, Torar. ToraL,
Males. { Females,{ Males. { Females. Males. | Females,| Males, | Females.
82 | Frances - - - - Nov. 28 - - - - - 20 81 18 14 92
83 | Joseph Cunard - e | Nov. 28 103 101 54 36 204 - - - - -
84 Alan Ker - - = | Nov. 380 - - - - - 71 69 44 85 219
86 | Mary Nixon - . -1 Nov. 30 - - - - - 62 72 5 11 150
86 | Albatross - - « | Nov. 80 85 130 23 24 262 - - - - -
87 | Marquis of Bute - - | Nov. 30 - - - - - 80 78 32 34 224
88 | Biankenmoor - . «f Dee. 8 - - - - - 56 o7 12 17 152
89 | Comet - - - - Dec. 38 70 67 12 7 156 - - - - -
90 | Colunbice - - -1 Dee. 3 87 o1 40 29 247 - - - - -
91 | William Mitchell - - | Dec. 16 - - - - - ] 9 1 - 16
02 | Ward Chapman .- - | Dee. 18 - - - - - 86 86 71 63 306
93 | Agostina - = a1 De 17 - - - - - 42 60 7 4 103
04 JAsia - <« - -[Deg 10 - - - - - 1 2 2 1 [}
95 | Twopic - -« -« -{Dec 23 1 - - - 1 - - - - -
96 | William Jardin - -] Dec. 28 78 86 16 17 197 - - - - -
97 | Emerald lsle - - - | Dec. 28 20 48 [ 4 86 - - - - -
08 Gilmore - - - -] Dec. 24 - - - - - 82 09 21 9 221
59 Lalla Raokh - - - | Dec. 26 58 68 20 19 166 - - - -
100 | Lady Clarke -~ - -] Dec, 26 5 98 20 22 216 - - - - -
101 | Alexander - - - Dec. 27 - - - - - 82 107 24 18 231
Torar -~ - .} 4,300 4,510 1,694 1,353 {11,757 2,883 3,089 074 820 7,760

N.B.—Of the above number of ships, 89 were speciaily fitted out for the conveyance of immigrants
»

(B)—NEW SOUTH WALES, -

RETURN of the Native Counties of the Bounty Inmiorants, who airived in the Colony during the Year 1841 ; showing

ENGLAND AND WALES,

Northern Countics, Southern Counties. Midland Counties. Eastern Counties. WALES.
T2 % 4 S 4 B 4 '8 4
Counties. s Countics, ¢ B Counties, o Counties. - Countics. '
o -5 &8 Z A Z &
WNorthumberland -1 42 | Kent - - =1 800 | Cheshire -~ - | 8 | Lincoln S <} 48 Caemarv%nshire - 4,
. Derbyshiee - - 32 ; Denbighshire <1 10
Cumbgmland =« .| 67 | Sussex - 819 Nottinghamshire - | 80 Norfolk = o1 18 ] Finshiee - - X
Westmoreland - .| 24 | Surney - - = 1081 Staffordstire= - | 63 | Huntingdon » - | 10 | Merionethshire - 8
- T . o | Warwickshire -| 60 ~ T . Montgomeryshire - 1
Durham - - 17 | Hampshire - 82 | Worcestershire - | 4o | Cambridge -1 23 Cnrdioganshire N -
Yorkshiie - - | 371 | Berkshire - - 20 | Leicestershie -1 26 | Suffolk - -1 12 {ladnurahim - o ] -
o o | Rutlandshire . 1 . Pernbirokeshire - [ 29
Laprashire - - | 802 | Dorset-hite - - 42 Northampton .| o3 | Bedford N - 6 Caermarthenshire ~ 3
Isle of Man - -1 22 | Waltshire  + - 62 | Burkingham -1 25 | Hertford & ~ | 24 | Brecknockshire = 1
et b . Oxfordshire - -y 22 e Glamorganshire -] 28
Somersetshire - | 201 Gloucestershire - | 219 | Bwex - - -1 66 Anglesea - - 8
Devonshne - - | 833 ) Monmouthshire « | 21 | Middlesex - - | 413
) Herefordshue - 37
Cornwall . -} 120 Shropshure = - | 26
Guernrey I - 16
1,315 1,723 750 648 88
N.B,~The Total number from England, Scotland,
(C)-NEW 30UTH WALES - . < e e e e - -
RETURN of the Ages, Native Countries, Rehigion, Education, &e. of the
AGE AND SEX. NATIVE COUNTRY.
ADULIS. CHILDREN.
England
Males From 71013, From 1 to 7. Under 1 Year. TOYAL. und Scotland. | Ireland.
Males Females .
from 15 Wales
above 5. | above 15, to I8, Blale, | Female.| Male, | Fewale. | DMale, | Female,
7,183 7,599 152 9290 81¢ 1,187 1,065 299 293 10,523 4,503 1,010 13,344
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+
N GRAND TOTAL Amount Paid, | AmeuntPaid, 1 rorar gost
or still due still due, <
Adults. Childven, Number a8 ’ ag Gmtui!ie;s to to the REMARKS.
of Surgeons, Ofilcers,
A COLONY.
Males, | Females.] Males, | Females.| S0uls. Bounty. &e. .
|
£, & d ' £ 2 4 £ s d
29 31 18 14 02 1,315 - - l 83 12 -~ 1,428 12 -
108 101 64 36 201 4470 - - 26 4 - 4,761 4 -
71 6o 44 86 219 1 - - 220 - - 3,310 -~ ~
62 72 [} 11 150 2,622 -~ - 1 6 - 2,741 6 -
85 130 23 24 262 4,350 ~ -~ 201 12 - 4,551 12 -
80 78 82 34 224 3,377 - - 200 16 - 3,680 16 -
56 07 12 17 152 2632 . - 144 18 -~ 2,076 18 -~
70 67 12 7 156G 2801 - - 149 11 - 2,950 11 -
87 91 40 20 247 3844 - - l =26 13 -~ 4,070 13 -~
6 0 1 -~ 16 286 -~ - 12 16 -~ A7 16 ~
86 86 71 63 300 2,260 10 - 827 10 -~ 2,688 - ~ | «. A moiety of the bountics claimed
42 50 7 4 103 1,803 - -~ r 6 - 1,904 & -~ 1on account of the immigranls per
1 2 2 1 (1] 7 - - - - - 77 -~ = | Ward Chapman® Las been refused,
1 - - - 1 19 « - - - - 19 - -
. 78 86 16 17 197 3,306 -~ - 203 14 - 3,609 14 -
27 48 (1] 4 85 1,460 -~ -~ 8 5 - 1644 5 -
92 99 21 0 221 3,804 -~ 208 19 - 4,012 19 - . .Twenty-five percent. on arcount
&8 58 20 19 165 2,301 - - 203 14 ~ 2,607 14 ~ | of the immigrauts per * Gilmore”' re-
75 98 20 22 216 3,607 - - 1418 - 8,701 18 ~ | mains unpaid.
82 107 24 18 281 3841 - - 207 4 -~ 4,048 4 -
7,183 7,699 2,568 2,173 19,523 309,718 10 - 17,387 12 10 327,106 2 10

to this colony. The aggregate measuiement of the whole number of ships is about 36,170 tons.

L R T (B)—~NEW SOUTH WALES,
the Number from each County, and the nggregate Number from each of the grand Subdivisions of England, Scottand, and Frelund.
SCOTLAND, IRELAND.
Nortliern Countigs, Southern Counties. ULSTER. LEINSTER. CONNAUGHT. MUNSTER.
. 5 % . S g . B 4 . B4 . B 4 . S
Counties, 3B Counties. SE Counties, .2 Counties. 5 Counties. . Counties, =
-iR-1 ] -1 L5 23 -1
271 z aAD % “n <N
Caithness - | 12 | Edinburgh - | 357 § Donegal - | 416 | Longfod -1 113 | Leitim- - 76 | Clare - -~} 856
Sutherland - — | Haddington - 25 . . West Meath » 7a ) o o R P , . - .
Ross-shire - | 13 | Berwickshire - | 20 § Londonderry = {2811 g g o - | 1og | Shee 52 | Rerry 62
Cromartie  « | — | Roxburghshire 21 | Antin, - <} 467 | Lowh - - | 137 | Mayo - - 681 Cuk - -} 948
Nairn - - 4 | Selkirkshire « 6 , . IKing's County | 871 | .. 2| - - R .
Inverness shire | 84 | Pecbles - 11 Fermanagh - | 671 Kildare - | 191 Galway 772 “. atesford 112
Murrayor Elginl 14 | Lanarkshire .| 258 § Tyrone - - | 1,064 | Dublin - -] 608 Roscommon - | 268 | Tipperary - {2,226
Banff - - 6 | Dumfriesshire 48 <n | Queen’s Co, -1 135 . .
Aberdeen < i 84 [ Galloway - 27 Down <1 371 Carlow - - 98 Limerick 1,090
Kincardine =~ | 11 § Ayrshire -1 110 § Cavan - - | 427 | Wicklow -1 163
Fosfarshire «} 74 | Dumbarton - 25 Kilkenny - 359
Fifeshite - | 121 | Argyleshire - | gy J Movaghan =} 197 | woeid -] a2
Kinross “ 9 | Renlrewshire 1 94 § Armagh -1 334
Clackmannan 8 I Stirhing - - 35
Perthshiie  « | 140 | Linhthgow - 2
Orkney & Shet- Bute - - 2
land Isles = 6
6504 L2 4,218 2,696 1,236 5,204
and Ireloud respectively, are shown in Return (C.)
- - s - - . - - . (CH--NEW SOUTH WALES.
Bournty Imationanrs, who arrived in the Colony during the Year 1841,
RELIGION. EDUCATION. MARRIED OR SINGLE ADULIS.
Roman Flee. NUMDBER OF ADULTS WIIO CAN MARRIFD, SINGLE,
Protestants. Jews,
Catholica. thinkers. .
: Neither Read .
n{‘\‘,‘lll l“cl.ld Read only. :;‘:) r'%,”::‘ Male. Female. Male. Female.
10,009 0,410 37 1 8,613 2,001 3,178 3,125 3,496 3,758 4,208
100, G 4
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(

D.)—NEW S0UTH WALES.

RETURN cf the Number of Dsarus and Binrus on Board Emierant Snivs which arrived in the Colony during the Year 1841 axnd also of the
Number which occurred 1 Quarantine,

ON THE VOYAGE,

IN QUARANTINE,

GRAND TOTAL.

REMARKS.

Deaths,

Births,

Deaths, Births,

IMMIGRANTS,

WHERE LANDED.

14 Years &
upwards.

From 7 10
14.

Under 7.
Males.

Females.

14 Years &
upwards.
From 7 1o
14.

Under 7.
Males.
Females.
Deaths,

In the number of deaths and births are
included those which occurred amongst
persons who were passengers in ships
conveying bounty immigrants, but who
were not themselves bounty immigrants,
The number of such persons who arrived

Births.

Sydney -«

Port Phillip -

®
=

o
-

804

141

]

408

—
[

[

222

in the colony during the year 1841 was
as follows:—~1,069 ndult males, 7238
adult females, 214 male children, and
176 female children; making a total of
2,182 souls ; which, added to the num-
ber of bounty immigrants, makes a total

193

127

Torar -~

186

38 45 | 154

10 636

of 21,705 persons landed from emigrant

820 | ships,

(E)—NEW SOUTH WALES,

RETURN of the Tnanes or Carrings to which the Bounty Immiorants, who arrived during the Year 1841, professed to belong ; showing the
Number of cach Calling, and the Average Rate of Wages given during the last Quarter of the Year.

REMARKS.

SYI'NEY. PORT PHILLIP,
Time Time Average
of Amval. ‘ of Arrival, ) iy Wages per
TRADES. A : 231 8| Anoum,
- jow] o - o= o
2|53 | 0 |3 ¥2| © | € [withFood and
SElsel g (s2les] 5| e | vodgne
22188 2 |B3(EE| 22| T
it l2e | B |3<|32] 5 | =
Ae |Ra = 5 g :g < 2] Q
Marrs: £ s
Agiculiural lubourers -] 865 12,134 12,009 | 533 |1,617 {2,150 |5,140 22 -
Blacksmiths - - . 43 162 196 26 105 300 43 10
Boot and shoe makers - 17 - 17 12 1 13 80 4 -
Brickmakers = - - 8 8 16 1 - 1 17 43 -
Bricklayers -« - . 3! 56| &9 6| 36| 42| 101 61 -
Butchers =« - - 4 2 6 ] - 2 8 36 -
Bakers -~ < - . 7 2 o 1 - 1 10 12 -
Carters = - - -1 - 1 ] - 1 1 2 28 -
Carpenters -~ - - 721 322 394] 65 176{ 241 | 635 45 -
Cabinet-makers - . 5 2 7 2 - 2 9 62 -
Coachmen - - - & - 5 - - - 5 25 -
Coopers - - - ° 5 1 G 2 - 2 8 47 10
Domestic servants - 28 11 39 6 - 6 45 25 -
Grooms « - - - 13 10 29 7 4 1n 10 26 -
Gardeners - - - 40 67 | 106 16 27 ] 43| 140 32 .
Millwrighta - - . 2 i 3 - - - 3 46 -
Plasterern - - - 5 - [ 2 - 2 7 47 1D
Quarrymen - - . 4 2 G 1 i 2 8 51 -
Shepherds - - - 60 113 173 41 117 158 331 2 -
Stonemasons - - . 11 69 70 23 36 59 | 129 54 -
Sawyers - - = . 1 20 34 4 6 10 44 57 10
Tailors - " 14 - 1 1] - 5 19 84 -
Wheelwrights « = . 12 17 20 12 12 q1 15 -
Whitesmiths - - - 2 9 n - i 1 12 47 10
Miscellapeous - - - 65 12 ar 13 1 14 81
Torar « - « 11,3038 {2,007 | 4,300 708 12,115 | 2,883 {7,183
Femaves: £.
Cooks - - - - 16 29 ah 5 19 21 60 14 »* 30
Pressmakers  « - - 61 7 Gl 23 - 23 84 ' ig
Dairy maids  » - -~ -~ 150 156 - o1 51 207 12 &' 30
Farm seivants = - - 125 | 265 300 21 a7 il | 461 103’15
General house servants - 23 | a6t 681 45 | 4781 623 | 1,107 10a' 13
Housemads - - . 291 310 6201 814 | 6201 031 1,558 122’15
Housckeepess - - - 13 ¢ 1 2 30 32 51 8a'20
Kitehen mauds - - - 31 46 T - 1 i 8 12a°20
Ladies” mawds - - 4 13 17 1 - 1 £, 8a’ 13
Laundiesses - - - IR 31 62 9 1 14 70 122'26
Needlewomen = - - 19 15 31 1 - 1 35 100° 14
Nursery povernesses - - 7 5 32 2 - 2 34 0a’l)
Nursemaids - - B 125 27 32 23 54 T 119 Sat 13
Miscellancous - - - 17 1 15 3, - 3 P18
Torar - =« « 7561 11,700 (2,451 452 | 1,209 11,751 | 1,202

According to the custom of the colony, food and
lodging are almost invariably allowed to out-door
labourers, inechanics, &c. in the country districts,
whete alone any cousiderable demand for fubom’ now
exists,

The quantity of food usually allowed is as follows

lgl]eat, 7110 lll{,s. - - -

“lour, 7 to 10 lbs, - - -

Sugar, 21bs. . per week,
Tes, 30z. -

The clothing required by a labourer and his wife,
and its average cost in the remote, and consequently
mast expensive districts in the country, is as follows :

or milk in lieu

Labourer: £, 35 d

Oue moleskin jacket - . - S PR
Two vests - - - - - ~ B =
One pair moleskin trousers - - =12 -
QOuo pair flush trousers - - - =12 ~
Four shirts—2regatta, 8s.; 2striped, 55. -~ 18 -
Three pair boots - - - - 110 -~
One shepherd’s coat - - . «- 110 ~
Three pairsocks - - « - - 4 6
fwo handkerchisfs  « . N - - 2 -
Oue pair blankets < - - - - 12 -
QOne rug - - - - " - - § -
One mattress - - - . PO T
Qne straw hat - - . - - -~ p -

Toiar - - -£717 6

T
Wife:

One print dress - - - - -10 -
Onc merino dress = - - - 1 6 -
One flannel petticoat . - - ~10 -
Four pair hose - - - . ~10 -
Three pair shoes - . - - - 2 ¢
Four caps - - - - T
One shawl - - - - - =10 -
Three shifts - - - B - ~15 -
One pair stays - - - - - - 15 -
Three aprons - - - - - - G -
Oune straw bonnet  « - - - - B -

Torarn - - - £616 6

The wives of labourers {(if their services are 1e-
«quired 1n ordinary farm occupations) receive some-
what less than one half of the wages, and about tvwo-
thirds of the quantity of food allowed to the husbanidl,

Boys of an age for work may obtain from 84 to 10 L,
per annum, with foud

Young children requiring the constant attendance
of their muther are u great hindiance to the edguge-
ment und well-doing of new-coming rmumigrants, and
immigiants so encumbered must be satistied with a
small pecuntary compensation for their labour,
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(F.)~NEW SOUTH WALES.

A RETURN of the Total Number of Inmionants of all Classes, whe arrived in the Colony during the Year 1841.

ON BOUNTY. UNASSISTED. GRAND TOTAL.
IMMIGRANTS, Adults, Children, Adults. Children. Adults, Children.

HE : ; | o g Sl 1411814

WHERE LANDED. g ‘_‘{g g _g = g E 4 _xé g 4 k 4 2 a

= g & 5 8 g8 = o ] ] S 8 o

S le|2|&| 8 |8l )& 8 B8 |8 &) &
Sylacy - - 4300 4,510] 1,608 3,354 | 11,767 | 1,568] 876 | 298| 2181 2805 | 5,868 5,886) 1,831 ) 1,567] 14,662
Port Phillip - - -] 2883] 8,080| 074 820 7,768 4981 166 65 55 782 | 3,376 | 3,255} 1,042| 8T5 8 848
ToraL =~ - =) 7,183] 7,500| 2,607 2,174 | 10,523 2,001]1,042 306 | 208 3,677 | 9,244 | 8,641} 2,673 2,442 23,200

Remark—In the number of unassisted immigrants are included 127 adult males, 381 adult females, and 72 children, who embarked as bounty
immigrants, but were not paid for by the Government, in consequence of their ineligibility under the Colonial Regalations.

(G.)—NEW SOUTH WALES.

A COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the Yearly Amount of Insioratiox during the several Years, from 1st of January 1838 to 31st Dece mber 1841,

1838, 1839. 1840, 1841. GRAND TOTAL.

IMMIGRANTS : . N o -

, 3 g = 13 2| % 3; - Zﬁ 1 3 2 o

WHERE LANDED. 2 g ;_2' § 2 ;.' 5 g g 2 g ;: .g Z =

) a I o)

15 18lé&|s5|eté|s518|4|81|¢8 < S =
Sydney - - - -1 6,102 1,478‘ 7,5801 7,852| 2,802 10,654} 4,275 | 1,297} 5,872 (11,757 | 2,805 14,052 29,986 8472 § 35,4358
Port Philip =~ - =~} - - -~ | seal 150] 71a)1421| b543) 1,964 7776 782{8548) 9751 | 1,475 | 11,226
Totar = = =§ 6,100 1,478‘ 7,580 8,416 | 2,052 111,368 5,606| 1,840} 7.636|19,523 3,677 [28,200F 890,737 9,047 | 49,664

Immigration Office, Sydney, Fruncis L. S. Merewether,
14 May 1842, S Agent for Immigration.

— No. 4. — No. 4.
No. 173. Sir George Gipps

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir George Gipps to Lord Stanley. ;‘L’gg;f.s,‘g:;‘fy )

Government House, Sydney,
My Loxd, 20 September 1842. Mg

I nave the honour to forward herewith the Annual Report of the Committee of Prz, % Re,
the Legislative Council of this colony on the subject of immigration, as also a copy W
of the resolutions which were passed by the Council on the last day of its session, £.243. % No, 2,
(the gth instant) adopting and approving the Report.

Having in my despatch, No. 88, of the 14th of May last, addressed your Lord-
ship fully on the subject of immigration, I feel it unnecessary to accompany the
Report with many observations.

The view taken by the Committee of the probable want of immigrants is,
I have reason to believe, correct. There is not, it appears to me, any actual

109. H dearth
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dearth of labour in the colonir; but there is ground to apprehend that, ere long, a
t.

SOUTH WALES. scarcity of it will again be fe

™ 144

Encl. 1, in No. 4.

With respect to the project of a loan, I beg leave to state, that I still adhere to
the opinion I have often expressed, that we should endeavour, if possible, to do
without one ; but that if the want of immigrants alone stand in the way of the
prosperity of the colony, and we cannot obtain money te pay for the passage of
them in any other way, we ought not to shrink from resorting to a loan ; remem-
bering, however, always, that we cannot raise one without the assistance of Her
Majesty’s Government.

We still continue to sell but little land ; but our ordinary revenue suffices, I am
happy to say, to cover all our expenses,

I have, &e.
\ (signed) Geo. Gipps.

P.S.—I take the liberty of enclosing a printed copy of the remarks which
I made in the Legislative Council on the oth instant, when the Report of the
Committee on Immigration (which is now enclosed) was under consideration.

(signed) G. G.

Enclosure 1, in No. 4.

REPORT from the CoMMITTEE on Iuigmunon; with the Appendix and Minutes of
dvidence.

Exrtract from the Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Council, No. 2.
Tuesday, 177 May 1842.

2, Immigrarion: Committee appointed to consider the question of Immigration
generally, with the view of ascertaining the present and prospective demands of the
colonists for labour, and how the same can be most effectually and economically met;
with instructions to take evidence, if necessary, and report 1=

The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Australia.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. . H. H, Macarthur.
The Auditor-Geueral, Sir John Jamison.
Mr. Jones. Mr. James Macarthur.

His Excellency the Governor then laid upon the table the undermentioned Papers on
the subject of Immigration ; viz.

(1.) Report from ¥Francis L. S. Merewether, Esq., on the subject of Immigration gene-
rally, for the year 1841, with 2n Appendix; to be printed.

(2.) Return of thc Number of Immigrants landed in New South Wales, between the
18t of January 1841 and the 3oth of April 1842, on whom Bounty has been refused.

(3.) Return of the Amount of Quarantine Expenses charged against parties importing
Immigrants on Bounty into New South Wales, between the 1st of January 1841 and the
goth of April 1842.

(4.) Return, showing the Number of Permissions to import Immigrants on Bounty,
granted in the several quarters of the years between that which ended the 31st December
1837 and the quarter ended 31st December 1840, which permissions respectively expired
in the several quarters between that which ended on the 3ist December 1839 and the
31st December 1841 ; showing, also, the propoition of these permissions acted on and the
proportion not acted on.

(5. Return, distinguishing the Number of English, Scotch, and Irish Immigrants intro-
duced into New South Wales during the year 1841.

(6.) Return of the Number of Immigrants landed in the Colony of New South Wales,
on whom Bounty has been paid, or is now payable, in conformity with the Regulations of
3d March 1840.

To be referred to the Committee on Immigration.

REPORT from the CommiTTEE on IMMIGRATION, 1842,

The ComyirTeE of the LrcisLaTive Counciw, appointed on the 17th May 1842, to
consider the question of Immigration generally, with the view of ascertaining the
present and prospective Demands of the Colonists for Labour, and how the same may
be most effectually and economically met, with Instructions to take Evidence, if neces-

saty, and to report, having carefully examined the subject, have agreed to the foilowing

Report,

TuE attention of your committee has been directed to an examination of the working
of the bounty system ; the only one which, during the past year, has been in activity for
the introduction of immigrants, Until the suspension of its operations, in consequence
of the decline of the lard fund, that system provided a supply of labour sufficient not

only to remove the dearth which before prevailed, but to accumulate a disposable amountf
o
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of that commodity to which recourse may be had, until the period, not very distant it
may be hoped, when the course of events shall admit of a further supply being furnished.
Between the 1st of July 1841, and the 30th June 1842, there have been introduced into
the Port of Sydney, 4,502 men, 4,663 women, and 3,186 children; 12,351 persons, on
account of whom bounties and gratuities, amounting to 205,774/ 3s. 5d. have been paid.
Within the same interval there have been landed in Port Phillip, 2,720 men, 2,910 women,
and 1,750 children ; 7,380 persons: and the attendant expense Las been 122,789 1. 35, 3 4.
Between the same dates, 1,395 individuals have arrived on whom the bounties have been
withheld, on various grounds of objection, to the amount of 22,567 L. There have arrived
also 2,300 persons not claiming the assistance of Government ; thus 23,426 persons have
been nddeg to the population within 12 months., The sum totel expended in the
introduction of the 19,731 persons on whom the bounty was paid, has been (excluding
the expenses of the quarantine and immigration departments) 328,563 65.84. The
average cost per head has therefore been 16 /. 13 s., or about 2s. 4d. less than the average
of the previous j oar.

In reporting, in conformity with their instructions, as tv the mode in which the demand
for labour may be most effectually and economically met, your committee do not hesitate
to state their persnasion that in both these respects the advantages of the bounty
system have been satisfactorily established. But upon the subject of the qualifications of
the immigrants as to character and usefulness, they cannot express themselves but with
a very considerable abatement of satisfaction and appioval.

Respecting too large a proportion of them, it is impossible not to observe that the very
attempt 1o pass them off as quulified in accordance with the regulations of Government,
must be a standing disgrace to the parties engaged in it. Proofs of deception attempted,
and of fraud and forgery actually committed, by persons in the United Kingdom con-
nected with the occupation of sending out emigrants under bounty orders, and instances
of personation, and of fictitious characters, exposed by the vigilance of the Immigration
Board, have been painfully frequent, Where so many instances have upon inquiry been
brought to light, there is reason to allow much weight to the opinion of witnesses, that
there may have been, in all probability many other cases in which detection has not taken
place. It has been accordingly a question with your committee, whether they ought not
to recommend the absolute discontinuance of a system under which it has been proved
that such abuses could be practised ; and that recommendation they would certainly not
withhold, if they could be satisfied that those abuses formed an inseparable part of the
system. But they have hesitated to tuke that extreme step, as past experience has shown
that the bounty system admits of being carried on without such attendant deceptions
and with a superiority of advantage to the colony in point of economy over any other
system which has hitherto been attempted or proposed.  After the largest allowance has
been made for the number of useless and unsuitable persons who have so satisfied the
letter of the regulations, as only not to be rejected, and whose services must therefore be
considered as dearly purchased, it yet remains certain that cases of an unexceptionable
nature have preponderated, and in a high proportion. It is impossible to look around
in any direction without discovering instances of skilful workinen, and of industrious
well-conducted families and individuals, added to the community by the operation of the
bounty system during the period now under observation, Tt would therefore be as
questionable in point of justice as of policy to abandon a system productive of such
undeniable advantages, on account of some attendant abuses and defects. At any rate, it
should not be given up so long as a reasonable hope remains that such abuses can be
suppressed, and the puglic be enabled to obtain the beuefits of the system without its
attendant drawbacks. It is right to bring into notire, that whenever a breach of the
regulations is detected, the bounties are witheld ; ane! therefore, although there may have
been brought to the colony a number of individusls from whose residence in it there is
but little prospect of any benefit arising, yet the public is at least exempt from all charge
for their conveyance. 'f"hepmminent feature in the bounty system is, that it provokes and
enforces strict inquiry into the character and qualifications of every individual introduced
byit. And if it must be presumed that objectionable cases do frequently pass unde-
tected, in spite of the utmost vigilance which can be exercised, it must be admitted, on
the other hand, that similar cases might occur under any other system which should
introduce immigrants, without exacting on their arrival in the colony, and preliminary to
the payment of their passage-money, that inquiry into their characters and qualifications
which the bounty emigrants invaiiably undergo. Neither does the amount of bounties
withheld furnish any accurate test of the extent of unworthiness prevailing among the
parties so rejected ; because, although the foifeiture is justly imposed for every breach of
the regulations, yet it is obvious that persons wmay be highly respectable in themselves,
without exactly answering the conditions by which they would be qualified to reccive a
free passage at the expense of the colony ; great numbers, for instance have been refused
on the ground of their following the wrades of tailors, coopers, cabinet-makers, brewers,
and other occupations not admissible under the regulations; and yet such persons may be
altogether unexceptionable in themsclves, and will undoubtedly form a useful acquisition
to the colony which obtains their services without expensc. In the instance also of
young women who have been refused the bouaty, in consequence of their not being bond
fide under the charge of reletives or protectors, as required by the regulations, although
your committee regard the strict observation of that condition as most important to the
moral welfare and secwmity of the parties, and therefore view with the highest disappro-
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Innes, Q. 25.
Savage, Q. 8.

Appendix (C.)
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bation the attempts which have been made to evade it, still it would he by no means just
or charitable to conclude that the unprotected are uniformly unworthy.

Nevertheless, while these considerations in some degree abate the unfavourable impres-
sion created by the detection of so many abuses under the bounty system, your com-
mittee still feel, after every allowance has been made, that there remains evidence of
impreprieties which can scarcely be spoken of in terms of too greatseverity. The dispo-
sition to resort to such practices cannot but be checked by the numerous examples of
severe pecuniary loss sustained by the characters of emigration ships, through the
refusal of the bounties in all cases where abuses have been iscovered; and this com-
munity is under the deepest obligations to the Executive Government for its firmness
1 imposing those penalties. Sgould that check, however, prove insufficient, and if
no other can be devised to prevent the recurrence of systematic deceptions, and to
suppress such frequent breaches of morals as have occurred during the past year, your
committee must, in fulfilment of their duty, recommend the abolition of the system
The points which they consider to require especially a corrective or total remodelling, are
the following:

1. The mode of certifying the age, occupation, character, and identity of the parties who
are permitted to embark as bounty emigrants.

2. The maintenance of order and morality among the emigrants during the voyage.

Uion examination it will appear that the present form of certificate, even with the
checks devised by the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, is extremely
defective as a security against impo=ture, From the appearance of many of those certi-
ficates which have been brought uny . the notice of your committce, a suspicion is excited
that the alterations and erasures which they exhibit have been effected subsequeatly to
their attestation, and with a purpose clearly frandulent. 'These certificates, it appears,
are generally placed in the hands of the bounty agents after the commissioners’ agent
has finally mustered the parties, and has ceriified that he sees no reason to doubt that
they are veally the persons described. It is therefore plain that there exists no security
against the subsequent introduction of false statements; and the evidence taken before
this committee affords full proof that some of the parties entrusted with the certificates
are not incapable of such dishonesty. As a check upon this, it is recommended that all
such certificates should be delivered up to the governinent emigration agent when he
musters the parties ; and that he, after having signed, transmit them to the colonial secre-
tary at Sidney, ov to the superintendent at Port Phillip, according as the vessel may be
chartered for one or the other destination,

Some question may still be raised as to the safety and expediency of the agents of
Government in England granting any certificates, in however general terms they may be
expressed, because it is scarcely possible that they should not be construed, by parties in-
terested, to imply some degree of at least negative approval. Thus regarded, they tend to
restrict the expression of a perfectly unfettered opinion by the Board here uron the qualifi-
cations of the immigrants, or it is felt as a hardship that the bounty should be withheld
upon parties who are supposed (however erroneously) to have been officially approved
before they left England.  But supposing that the system of requiring certificates, as at
present, is to be upheld, your committee would propose the following alterations in the
details of the established practice:

1. It is recommended tqmt the decluration by every applicant for a free passage should
include a statement “that he or she has not paid, aor promised to pay, nor to his or her
knowledge has there been paid, or promised on his or her account by any other person,
any sum of money or valuable consideration in addition to the bounty for his or her pas-
sage, or for the passage of his or her child or children.”

2. The certificate, to be signed by two respectable householders, should state ¢ that they
have known the applicant, if an adult, regularly working fur a period of -— years (not
less than two) at the trade or occupation of 7

3. Thecertificate of the clergyman and magistrate should not be anunexed to the foregoing
declarations, as at present, but should be contained on a separate paper; and when
signed by the clergyman and wagistrate, should be by one of them forwarded by post
direct to the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, In addition to the present
form, every such certificate should testify  that the applicant, and the respectable house-
holders, are known by such clergyman and magistrate; and that all which is attested, as
10 1the age, character, and occupation of the party proposing to emigrate, is true.”

Your committee repeat the expression of their doubt whether certificates of this
tendency can be required of parties proposing to cmigrate, without impeaching, in some
degiee, the privilege of withholding the hounty for such parties if their examination here
Lefore the Immigiation Board should prove unsatisfactory, But assuming that such
cerlificates are to be 1equired, they cannot doubt the prepriety of their being so framed
as to render the evasion of them a matter of extreme difficulty ; and they are of opinion
that this end would be piomoted by the adoption of the alterations now suggested.  With
the same object tn view, they consider it would be very serviceable if the government
emigration agents were to institute such inquiries as their local circumstances would
afford them excellent opportunities to prosecute, relative to the age, character, and occu~
pation of every emigrant proposing to claim a free passage on bounty ; and that it should
be studiously made public, so that the paities interested should be fully apprised of the
fact, that such inquiries would be made, and the resulL s1ated to the coloniarsecretary at

Sydney, or to the superintendent at Port Phillip. This course of proceeding, while it
would
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would be exempt from even that degree of implied approval which the present certificate,
however qualified in its terms, may be supposed to carry, would suggest valuable hints
for inguiry to the Immigration Board; and by the augmented dread of detection which it
must inspire, would have the effect of deterring the bounty agents in England from
attempting, or conniving at any evasion of the regulations. The government emigration
agents resident at the several seaports, are the persons who have the best opportunities
10 detect and bafe such unprincipled attempts as are proved to have been resorted to
during the past year ; and on the part of those gentlemen it may be required and expected,
that both as relates to investigating the correctness of certificates in favour of emigrants,
and to the arrangements for their health and comfort during the voyage, a more active
degree of interference should be exercised than they appear hitherto to have considered to
form part of their duty. )

But the most indispensable improvement called for, is in the description of persons
filling the office of surgeon to the bounty ships. A moment’s consideration of the circum-
stances under which the passengers by an emigrant ship are brought together, and must
be associated during the voyage, will sufficiently show tEe importance of the station filled
by the medical superintendent. Even if that most becoming provision of the bounty
system were punctually carried into operation, according to which parental superintendence
or family connexion should be pledged for the security of the most defenceless, there would
still remain such offices to be discharged towards the passengers as none but a man of firm-
ness, discretion, forbearance, and benevolence, could appropriately fulfil. It was with the
desire and expectation of inducing medicai men of suitable qualifications to engage in the
emigration service, that your committee in 1840 advised the adoption of that part (among
others) of the government regulations which establisiicd the payment of a gratuity to the
surgeon for every approved bounty immigrant landed in the colony. Their surprise and
disappointment have been equally excited on discovering thai this provision has been
perverted from its proper design, and has gone to swell the profits of the emigration agents

instead of being employed, as was intended, for the better protection and management of -

the emigrants during the voyage. This is a point of such vital importance to the preser-
vation of health, order, and morals, in the bounty ships, that your committee have directed
their most assiduous attention to the best means of remedying the evils, which, in the
course of the present inquiry, have been brought under their notice as arising fromn the
want of proper medical superintendence. They believe it tc be unquestionable, that
surgeons of the navy would be the most proper and effectivz officers who could be appointed
to the superintendence of emigrant vessels, If their employment in that service should be
sanctioned by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, your committee entertain a hope,
that their time, while so employed, might be allowed to be reckoned as a period of active
service, They also recommend, that the pay, allowances, and gratuities of surgeons so
engaged, should be onthe same scale as was fixed in the government immigration vessels;
and that the pay and allowances, no less than the gratuities, should form a charge upon the
sum to be issued in payment of bounties for each vessel; and that the payment should
be direct from the Colonial Treasury to the surgeon, without coming at all into the hands
of the agent, :

Should it be found impracticable to obtain the services of naval surgeons, the next most
desirable expedient which presents itself, is the engagement of surgeons who have been
previously accustomed to the sea, and are of suitable character and age. This would require
the establishment of some satisfactory test for ascertaining the medical skill and the scarcely
less important personal qualifications of parties seeking the appointment now under con-
sideration, 1t is the opinion of your committee, not only that the power of nominating the
surgeon should be altogether removed from the owners or agents of tﬁe vessel, and transferred
to the Commissioners for Colonial Lands and Emigration, subject to the production of
proper professional and other recommendatory certificates, but that the amount of remu-
neration to be received by the surgeon should be fixed at the discretion of Government,
and the Commissioners be empowered to conclude an agreement with him accordingly,
authorising him to receive payment by order of the governor, on satisfactory proof being
afforded of his having duly discharged his duty. By this means the combination now sub-
sisting between the medical officer and the bounty ageut, to whom he looks for his remu-
neration, would be broken off. The surgeon would become, as he ought 10 be, a virtual
.officer of Government, under an obligation, arising from both duty and selt-interest, to use
his best exertions for the welfare of ﬁle emigrants entrusted to his charge, and to render
to the colonial government a fair and impartial report of them, according to the best
estimate which his opportunities of intercourse and observation during the voyage have
-enabled him to form. )

During the 12 months ending with the goth of June last, immigration has heen carried
on to an unprecedent extent; the numbers added to the population from that source alone
having been, as was before shown, 23,426, Nevertheless, those new arrivals, with excep-
tions too few to affect the main position, have rapidly found engagements at wages which,
though somewhat reduced, are still sufficiently liberal to satisfy any reasonable expectations
which could have been entertained by the immigrants themselves. The occurrences of the
perivd now under consideration have satisfied your committee, that in their previous
reports they have not at all overstated the want of labour prevailing in the colony at thuse
periods. They can also trace the soundness of that policy by which large masses of
population were introduced at once into the colony. No fewer than 1,000 have sometimes
arrived within a period of two days, and although the entire number did not fail to obtain
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bands all seeking engagements at the same instant, could not fail to produce an effect in
keeping down the general rate of wages. That effect would not so certainly have followed
if the same number of emigrants had been brought in sinall detachments, and at more
distant intervals. At the same time, although wages have been so far reduced as in some
degree to meet the circumstances of the employer, they have not fallen below that level
which enables the labourer to provide an honest and comfortable subsistence for himself
and family. Neither are there symptoms of a superablindance of labour in any part of the
territory. There are few, if any, instances qf 'industrious and skilful persons wanting
employment. Among particular classes, consisting of those who have not learned a trade,
or are ungualified for manual labour, depending rather upon pursuits of a hiﬁher order,
there may be some excess of candidates for situations. But it should be remarked, that if
the parties in question, that is, such as are qualified toact as clerks, overseers, tutors, and
the like, have arrived here under the bounty system, it can have been only through a breach
or evasion of the regulations, which were framed with a design to exclude them. Inevery
state of society there will always be a certain proportion, which, from incompetency, or
through mere casualty, experiences difficulty in obtaining employment; but there is
nothing in the evidence before your committee to lead themn to sus[)ect that such proportion
is excessive liere, or that it has very materially augmented with the recent increase of the
population. Under these circuinstances it appears most obvious that there exists a con-
tinued necessity for the introduction of immigrants ; whether by the bounty system, or by
any other, is oiy comparatively minor importance, provided that such introduction of addi-
tional hands be certain, sufficient, and economical. The copious fund of labour which was
introduced during the past year, among other beneficial egects upon the welfare of the
colony, has had that o enagling the settlers to carry on the operations of their industry for
a certain period, without the necessity of having recourse to any fresh supplies. But that
period must necessarily be drawing to a close, and your committee are most strongly per-
suaded that unless measures be taken for the resumption of emigration, not later than the
spring and summer of next year, the want of labour will be felt as injuriously here as ever;
wazzs will rise to their former exorbitant rate, and the consequent exhaustion of property
and embairassment (arising from that cause), among the settlers, will be again experienced
with even aggravated severity. ‘

With reference to the precise extent to which it is desirable that immigration should be
carried, your committee sce no reason to depart from the opinion which they have on
former occasions expiessed, that from 10,000 t0 12,000 individuals may be introduced
at the public expense cvery year, without occasioning any redundancy in the population
Your committec have had before them during a succession of years, continued proofs of the
tendency which employment has, in this coloxy, wore than to keep pace with the supply
of labour. Their persuasion therefore, founded upon such experience, is, rather tgat
immigiation, even to the extent here contemplated, augmented also as it undoubtediy would
e by numerous individuals arriving without assistance from Government, would not suffi
ciently keep down wages to such a rate as employers could afford to pay, unless there
should be at intervals not too distant, a great increase (as in the past year), upon the
ordinary average of numbers introduced. It might not be prudent to lay down as a positive
certainty that such will be ibe case, but all reasonable probability appears to countenance
such an expectation.

Under these circumstances, and deeming the continunance of immigration to be altogether
indispensable to the improvement and even the muintenance of the colony, your committee
have natwally locked with very great anxiety to the condition and prospects of the land
fund. The vital importance of this question cannot be doubted, when it is recollected that
upon the productiveness of the land fund depends the continuance of immigration, and that
the continuance of immigration is indispensable to the welfare of the colony. In having
their attention directed to the virtual cessation of the sale of Crown lands, it has been
impossible for your committee to omit all consideration of the causes to which that
stoppage is attributable. In expression of the oi)inion entertained by the majority of the
members, a resolution bas been adopted, “ that the raising of the minimum price of land
of wvery description in the colony above 5s. per acre is impolitic.” Uuder the prevailing
uncertainty as to what measures may be adopted by the Imperial Parliament, and what
may be the minimum price ultimately determined on, your committee deem that it would
be unserviceable in tham to pursue this part of the subject,

But to whatever cause the decline of the land revenue may be attribatable, it is impos-
«ible not to acknowledge the sound discretion exercised by the Home Government in cir-
cumseribing the liabilities of the colony, by bringing emigration to a pause so0 sovn as that
decline began to be seriously apprehiended. The decision of the Secretary of State to
that effect was communicated iv a despatch from Lord Stanley to Sir George Gipps, dated
81h February, in the present year; and wag feunded upon a report of the Colonial l‘;and and
Emigration Commissioners, to whom an official relurn had been referred of the amount
actually 1eceived into the treasury of New South Wales, on account of land sales iu the
balf year ending goth June 1841, The commissioners, judging from the data before
them, estimated the balance in haud applicable to immigration on the 1st January 1842, at
08,424 2., and the probable net receipts of the land fund E(z"uring the present year at 91,901/,
wauking a total of 160,3254. ; subject, however, to liabilities for immigration charges during
the first three or four months of 1842, to the amount of 118,200/, The surplus expected
to be actually applicable to the continuance of immigration during the remaining portionf

0
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of 1842, was stated at 42,125/ It will appear from documents annexed to this report, SOUTH WALES,
how exceedingly the produce of the land revenue, during the present year, has fallen shor
of the anticipations entertained by the commissioners at 1ts commencement. The notifica- Appendix (K.),
tion of the colonial government, of its inability to meet the bounty orders conditionally (K. a.)(L.)
issued *, and the decision of the Secretary of State to suspend further emigration on bounty
orders+, appear to have been more than justified by the event. From the statements
before them your committee collect, that the earliest occasion on which the interference of
the home authorities was solicited by the colonial government, for the purpose of prevent-
ing too extensive an emigration from the United Kingdom, during the year 1842, was on
the 2d November 1841; at which time the desired interference (though of course not yet
known here), had actually taken place in England. The same measure had therefore, at
nearly the same moment, soggested itself to the Home and the Colonial Governments ;
and this proceeded solely, in each case, upon an apprehended want of funds. No traces
are to be met with of an impression anywhere prevailing, that further and continual immi-
gration was not indispensable to the welfare of the colony ; at least it does not appear that
any expression of that opinion, or recommendation to that effect, is contained in any part
of the official correspondence between the Colonial-office and the government of this
colony ; of which, so far as it relates to the suspension of emigration, your committee find
copies among the papers placed before them. The want of funds is the only ground
assigned for that suspension}; and the duty of your committee is therefore limited to con-
sidering in what manner that obstacle to the advancement of the colony may be removed.
Independently of the relief which, in the opinion of many of the witnesses examined before
them, might be expected from a redaction of the minimum price of lands to its former
rate of gs. per acre (which subject, as being now in the hands of Parliament, your com-
mittee have declined at present to pursue), they have directed their attention to the pro-
posal, which has already been more than once before them, of negotiating a loan on the
security of the unsold Crown lands of the colony, the practicability and expediency of
}vhich was specially referred to their consideration by a vote of council on the 7th of

une last,

Reviewing the opinions upon this point, which they deliberately recorded in their
reports for 1839 and 1840, they are far from discovering grounds for de{)arting from those
Opiniong, but are on the contrapy more fully confirmed in them by all which has since
occurred.

Your committee have ulso the strongest reasons for believing, that the parties who in  O’Brien, Q. 14.
the former of those years expressed their sense of the policy of raising a loan, have since Scott, Q. 38, 39,
had their first impressions in its favour strengthened; and that many others, who were 4o.
formerly undecided or opposed in their sentiments to the proposed measure, may at M<Leay, Q.24, 25.
this time be numbered among its advocates. In recommending that recourse should be Mackenzie, Q. 72.
had to a loan, your committee would be understood rather to affirm their sense of the
policy and justice of that measure, than to offer any opinion as to the precise extent to
which it ought to be carried. But they think it will be evident, that to whatever extent
it may upon trial be found that the colony is capable of receiving, and advantageously
employing, an additional population, to the same extent a loan may be securely applied
to the purpose of introducing that population ; because, wherever people are occupied
to their own benefit, they must be every year adding to the resources of the goverament
under which they live ; and so, by their consumption of taxable articles, or by the pur-
chase of land, swelling both the ordinary and the land 1evenue, will infallibly provide ample
resources in repayment of the outlay occasioned by their introduction into the colony. 1ts
resources must be multiplied and expanded by the efforts of an industrious population, and
will equally languish in 1ts absence, Insupport of the expediency of resorting to a loan to Lcely, Q. 38.
provide on the instant for the cost of immigration, your committee cannot but express their
persuasion, grounded on observation of the occurrences of the preceding years, that the

~ policy is extremely questionable ofabsorbing a large proportion of the surplus or disposable
funds of the community in the purchase of land from Government, and remitting the
whole amount in payment for labour imported. In this way such a scarcity arises of that
circulation which is required to carry on the internal business of an active community,
that the interchange of all commodities for money is nearly suspended, prices are beaten
down to a ruinous state of depression, and it becomes more and more difficult to employ
labour, even while the necessity for it is urgently and increasingly felt, All these incon-
veniences, your committee are of opinion, would be much abated if the introduction of
labour could be for a time provided for by borrowed funds ; thus leaving the employers of
labour in possession of their own resources, which they would apply to the improvement
of the countriy ; and their attendant profits, a great proportion of which would naturally be
invested in the purchase of land, would provide, without risk or difficulty, for the extinc-
tion of any debt of reasonable amount which might be contracted for the promotion of immi-
gration in this scason of emergency. It should also be remembered, that if this recom-
mendation wear the appeuarance of a claim upon the resources of England, the welfare of
England isinvolved, ina degtee not inferior perhaps to that of the colony itself, in the first ex-
‘ penditure,

* 11th September 1841. + Lord Stanley to Sir George Gipps, 14th October 1841,
1+ Extracts despatches: Sir George Gipps o Lord Stanley, 13th September 1841, Sir George Gipps
to Lord Stanley, 24 November 1841.  Lord Stanley to Sir George Gipps, 8th February 1842, notifying
suspension of emigration, and encloring Report of Sir George Gipps to Lord Stanley, 14th May 1842,

106, I 4



56 PAPERS RELATING TO EMIGRATION.

NEW
SOUTH WALES. penditure, as well as in the final result of the application of the funds which it is proposed to

Appendix (M.)(N.)

Appendix (0.) (P.)
Q) (R.)(5)

Savage, Q. 50.

raise in this manner. No partof any loan which may be raised on the credit of the colony
will be withdrawn from the United Kingdom, but the whole will be expended in the
advancement of the three chief and leading interests of the mother country. The ship-
ping interest must be promoted by the extent of tonnage employed in the emigration
service, and by the nursery of seamen afforded by the length of the voyage. The agri-
culturist would derive benefit through the demand created for victualling so many persons

- during a passage of such duration; while few events could be so favourable to the manu-

facturing interest of Great Britain, as the vapid growth here of a population dependent for
the supply of their wants upon the rroducts of its industry, and engaged in raising a staple
article of export, the profits of which would enable them to be extensive consumers of
British goods. 1In this way your commiitee deem it a most obvious and certain conse-
quence, thut whatever extent of aid may be, in the first instance, afforded by the mother
country to the colony, in the introduction of population upon easy terms to tg:e latter, the
same will be amply and liberally repaid to the parent state as the yet untried resources of
this distant dependency shall be more extensively brought into activity. On the other
branch of the question, namely, the justice of providing by a deferred payment for the
introduction of labour into the colony, whether it be immediately or only prospectively
productive, it may be serviceable to refer to a passage in the Report of the Cormittee on
the Debenture Bill, which sat during last year, and of which the colonial secretary was
chairman :—¢ It cannot be objected that in raising a loan to defray the expenses of immi-
gration, to be repaid at a future period, this is ulrfnjustly entailing 2 debt on posterity for
the benefit only of the present generation, The effects of such an expenditure cannot be
regarded as merely ephemeral. The best interests of the colony are permanently served
by the introduction of what may be termed the productive classes.of society. Property
of every kind acquifes an additional value from their presence, and the elements of future
increase in the populatien thus introduced must be considered as highly conducive to the
advancement of colonial prosperity generally. Besides, the outlay in introducing the
families of labourers is immediate, but the benefit only prospective ; until the children attain
a sufficient age to work they are merely consumers, and not producers; and from the prac-
tice in this colony of supplying the families of labourers with rations, they become not
unfrequently a serious burden on the employers of their parents, On these grounds your
committee are of opinion that such a debt may justly be left for liquidation to the period
when the greatest benefit from the outlay will be experienced.”

In cousequence of the length of time occupied in communicating with Melbourne, the
report of your committee had been prepared before the statements concerning immigration
could be fully received from that district ; and it might therefore appear to the council
that all their observations have reference principally, if not exclusiveF , to those parts of
the colony which are nearer to the seat of government. But from a report by his Honour
the superintendent of Port Phillip, it will appear, that the opinions entertained there by
the most intelligent and best qualified persons, coincide with those expressed in this report ;
and this general concurrence is the more gratifying and valuable, as it is the result of inde-
pendent views taken by observers placed at very considerable distances, and having had
no opportunities of previous communication, by which their conclusions could be uncon-
sciously biassed, and brought to a state of artificial agreement.

Your committee have, in conclusion, to draw the attention of the council once more to
the extreme disparity existing in the proportionate numbers of immigrants from the different
quarters of the United Kingdom. The returns annexed will show, that between the 1st of
January 1841, and 30th of June 1842, the number of immigr.nts from Ireland alone has
amounted to 16,892 ; w hile those from all other parts of the United Kingdom have been no
more than 8,438. *It is the decided opinion of your committee, that such a distiibution is.
Braclically incquitable towards the most considerable division of the empire at large.

pon whatever system immigration is henceforth to be conducted, it evidently ought to be
placed on a footing more approaching to equality, in furnishn.g openings for the inhabitants
of the different counties of the three kingdoms to avail themselves of its advantages. Under
the present arrangement, vessels with emigrants sail from a very limited number of ports;
in conscquence of which, while such as have ready access to those ports enjoy an undue
prefeience, the greater portion both of England and Scotland is almost precluded the
oppertunity of profiting by the offer of a free passage, and therefore contributes, in a very
inconsiderable degree, comparatively, to increase the population of the colony. The only
remedy which your committee can propose, is the same as was suggested by them last

ear; that the stations of vessels for the conveyance of emigrants to this country should

e 0 distributed among 1he ports of the United Kingdom, as to afford just facilities to the
inhabitants of cvery quarter; and if it be found impracticable under the bounty system to
secute such distribution, they would consider this so serious a defect in that system as to
be almost of itself a suflicient rcason to be urged for its discontinuance,

Council Chamber, W. G. Australia,
26 August 1842. } Chairman.

,

* Returns: Appendix (T.) Mortality on board Ships. Apgendix ) Shi‘ps placed in Quarantine.
Appendix (V.) Quarantine Expenses.  Appendix (WB (X.) (Y.) Abstract of the Returns from the

ommissioners of Crown Lands, showing the number of persons occupying Stations beyond the Boun-
daries, the Populution, extent of Cultivation, and number of Live Stock.
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION, 1842,
(A
RETURN of PErsoxs who arrived at Sydney, in Private Ships, on Bounty, from 1 July 1841 to 30 June 1842,
Diled Died in
daring the Born | Quaran- Number Landed.
Date Possage. | during | Hoe Amount Gratujties TorAL
: the ,
No. Name of 8hip. of 3 3 . Paid to Cost e
! 8 | Children.| Passage. | 72 g:::lll' Adults, Children, Surgeons, ost to th
Arrival.| = < as Bounty. ! ge .. s, &c. Colony.
EREA DY S N N I 0 b T P70 RV §H b M. ?,

1841: £ e d £ o d £ s d
1| Achilles - - |Juy12i-]-{ -} ~| =1 ~]-1-{-|-] 18 2 - -~ 380 ~ -}~ - - 880 -~ ~
2 | Herald - ] =52l 7! 8] 2} 2i-|-{-{-] 104] 130 68 60] 5346 - ~| 32014 -~} 567614 -~
3 | Helen - - - - 211563} 3| 2} 1 - |=le|~]-}] 106} 111 650 27 4620 - - 2615 - 4,895 15 ~
4 | Queen Victoria - - 26 1|-f 81 2] 3} 2|-|-|-1- 77 71 a8 25 3,212 « -~ 13 - - 9,225 -~ -
5 | Burrampooter - | Aug. 7{-{1} -1 1} 3} 3|~|-|I-}-] €9 82 40 351 3374 - -| 206 2 ~| 3680 2 ~
G¢ | Cadet - - “i - 9111111 6] 1 3i~l~=|- 61 66 49 35 3043 -~ -1 18310 ~ 9,286 10 -~
7 | Pearl - - < = 17 -] 1] -1 3] - |~l-1-]~ 85 1 107 11 4 3,723 - -~ | 18719 =~ 9,010 19 -
8 | Bleanor - | -~ 22(21/2| 5] 4] -] 4[~i-[-]-] 9 70 14 24| 8479 - -| 191 8 6| 3670 6 6
9 | Elizabeth - - - 23 (211] 5] 4} 1 2|~-1-1-1-] 130 ] 111 €0 43 5104 -~ - 381111 ~ 5,606 11 -~
10 | Forth - - -1 - 28 (112] ~-{ 2] 2} 2|~{~-{-|~ 91 99 23 21 3800 - ~| 21418 - 4,104 18 ~
1 | perey - - -f - 98 |=|x| 1| 2| -} 1]-|-|-|-] 93} 102] 3| 30| 4306 - -| 2564 6 -| 408680 § -
12{Globe « -« = 28)-|~] =1 -{ ={ = |-]-{-1=| & 5 1 6 225 - |- - - 225 -~ -
13 | Runnymede - | - 30 {~|-1 1 -1 1 2l=1-1-{~- 90 ] 114 12 4 3956 - ~| 208 - - 4,159 - -~
14 | Adam Lodge «f - 80(-121 2| 7| 1 1]=1-1-1- 87 92 39 33 3871 - -1 229 7 - 4,100 7 -
15 | John Renwick - (Sept. 1 |3]3] 4] 1{ 2} 1 (-{~|-{~- 861 103 14 8 3721 - -} 134'19 3 3,865 19 3
16 | China - - -] - 7]-121 2] 6} 3] 1|~t=l-{—-] 100 76 26 24 3624 - ~| 204 2 - 3,828 2 ~
17 | United Kingdom -| - 7 1{-11} 19|20 2| 7|-|-|-|-] 164 ] 144 76 63 6837 - ~| 405619 -~ 7,242 19 -
18 | Gilbert Henderson - 18 ]=f=1 =] 2 =] =|=|-{-|- 831 109 7 8 3,728 - ~| 189 - - 8917 ~ -
10 | Canton - -] - 18(-j-| 4] 71 21 1 |-|-|-]~] 11 80 13 16 8,669 -~ -i 19210 -~ 3,761 10 -
20 | William Turner - [ Oct. &6 (1|-{ 1| 2] 3¢ 1 j~|-|-]-} 81 87 36 201 8,542 - ~| 214 1 ~} 3756 1 -
21 { James Moran - - Bf-i=} ~| - 1} ~-|-]-]-1]- 62 58 16 18 2460 - ~1 130 1 - 2680 1 -
22 | Lady Kenmaway -| - 12 |-|1] 1} 3] 3] ~1-1-]-]~ 92 92 16 10 3631 - ~-| 18710 -~ 3,818 10 -
23 | Livingstone « - - 2ll=-|-F = 8§ ~| B|=|~|-}|- 67 79 48 33 3,904 -~ ~| 20219 6 3,606 19 6
24 | NewYork Packet - { - 23 |1(1} 4| 5] 4] - |4]4|1]- 71 72 63 38 3,452 - -~ 64 14 - 3,616 14 -
25 | Victoria - - - 24 (-1-] =1 =t = =-j=l-1-1- 13 17 5 10 650 - -~ 38 5 - 688 & -
26 | Ayrshire - <) - 251218112 ) &) 1| =}=j1}1]~ 94 04 &0 66 4407 - ~| 272 - -~ 4679 ~ -
27 | Fairlle - - -| Nov. 61-1-] 4] 21 2 Y |=|-|-)-} 105 120 34 20 4680 - ~| 26316 - 4,043 16 -~
28 | Larne - - <l - 6811 31 3| 21 &6|~[~{~-i- 83 88 45 36 3,780 - -~ 228 4 - 4017 4 -
20 | Trinidad - - - 612y 1] 1| 2 I=]-1~{- 652 41 31 24 2137 -~ -] 13816 ~ 22756 16 -
30 | Jascar . - - 1=~ -] -1 1 PR U Y 62 54 8 1] 2154 - - 114 4 -~ 2,268 4 -
31 | Joseph Cunard - - 28 |11} 7} 2] 2} 2{~-|-]-{-] 103 ]| 101 b4 36 4,476 - -~} 276 4 - 4,751 4 -~
92 | Albatross - -1 - 30}-121 1 1] 4] 3]=-1=|~]~- 85 130 23 24 4,350 -~ -1 20112 - 4,661 12 -~
33 | Comet - - ~-fDec. 31-1-1 2| 2 2| ~[~I1-|-{|~- 70 67 12 7 2,801 -~ ~§ 14911 - 2,050 11 -
84 | Columbine - - - sfi|=] 1y 2] 28} ~-}~-|-]|-}- 87 o1 40 29 3844 - ~| 22613 -~ 4,070 13 -
86 | Tropic~ - = - 234-[-} ~f =1 =1 = [=]-}-1- 1 - - - 9 - -j- - - 19 - -~
a6 | WilllamJardine -| - 2311} 1} ~| 1| & [~|=|~i=- 78 86 16 17 3,908 - -~ 20314 - 3,609 14 -
97 | Emerald Isle - « 23 -1} 1 1 1 21t~ 27 48 6 4 1,460 - - 84 6 - 1,544 &6 -
38 | Lalla Rookh -l - 26 |-i{-f 1] =~ &} 3i-1-]~1- H8 o 20 19 2904 ~ ~| 203 14 - 2,597 14 -
39 | Lady Clarke -l - 21]-f = -] 2} 4(-|-]|-]- 75 08 20 22 3,507 - -] 19418 - 3,701 18 -

1842:

40 | Marchionessof Bute| Jan. 7 {-]2} 1| 2 2} 1 |~]-|-{-| 116} 107 42 36| 4667 - -] 20619 - 4903 19 -
41 | Wilson - -1 - 71-|11 1 10 21 2|-{-])~|~ 83 78 22 21 3,260 -~ - 18713 -~ 3,456 13 -~
42 | Duke of Roxburgl - 101]|2] 8{ 4] 2 2{='-1-]- 69 77 25 22| 3064 - -] 185 3 -} 8249 3 -
43 | Anne Milne - =l - 17{1{1y 91 8] S 1j=-]-]~{- 84 74 44 28 $403 -~ - 21010 - 8,703 10 -
44 | Agnes Ewing -1 - 18|18} 4] 51 1 1]-j-1-1~- 79 7 38 41 9528 - ~| Q512 -| 874312 -
45 1 Morgaret - -] - 2 i-i-f1rj12) 1 -{-l-1-1-| 100 97 17 16 3,048 - -] 21312 -~ 4,161 12 -
46 | Carthaginian “f - B2~ 44 21 1 3-l-1=1- 47 57 20 30 2,606 ~ - 46 10 - 2,742 10 -
47 | Hope - - -1 - 2 l4j4) 2] 2] 2 1(=]~1- 77 80 27 30 849378 ~ ~| 19313 - 3,566 13 -
48 | William Sharples - | - 20 {2{8] -| 2 -| - |~]-]-{-] 114 118 62 i) 5278 -~ -~ 81613 - 5,604 13 -
40 | Alfred - - -] - Wiy R ~| 2 1|=l-}=|- 87 76 28 26 3422 ~ ~| 199 9 - 3621 9 -~
50 | Mathesis * - -} - 80§~
41 | Champlon - - Feb. 13 i2(1} 4| &5 3| = (=1~~~ 080 o1 35 32 3,860 - ~| 227 1 - 4,006 1 -~
52 | Agnes - - -t - 13-~ = 3| 2| ~[-}-|-|~- 86 86 45 36 9,828 -~ ~| 203 3 8 4031 3 8
543 | Broom - -0 -~ 1342112 (10] 21 2]=-{-]-|- 01 125 54 47 4,864 - -~} 308 14 - 5172 14 -~
54 | Sir Bdward Paget -~ 14 }-j2] 1 2 1 1]=|-{-1|- 81 70 20 23 3,980 - -~ 216 6 - 3456 6 -
&5 | Saruh Botsford -} ~ 156 1]1) 2 1 1 1{-{=-}{-1~ 54 &5 23 20 2,246 ~ -] 141 4 - 2487 4 ~
63 | Nabob - - wl = 2 ]-1-] 413} 2] G|-}|-}-|~ 59 58 27 24 9523 - ~] 163 4 - 2,686 4 -
57 | Royal George - Mar. 3 |-{~1 =4 = =1 -|=|-{-}{- 5 1 - - 114 - -~ - - 114 - -
58 | Palestine - -0 - 6f-]-7 1 -1 4 1{~]~]-i{~ 73 83 P2 10 3,14 - -] 18215 - 8331 16 -
69 | Woodbridge - -1~ #ilp4l 1 41 6} 8 |-1-1-|- 80 88 22 24 3,687 - -] 21017 € 3,847 17 6
€0 | SirChurles Napier*] Apr. 10 f~]=4 =1 =1 ~| =~|-]-|~]- - - - - - - - 168 4 - 168 4 -
Totuls ~ [46l611168 {180 [103 ] 00 [4]56]2]~|4,602 §4,663 11,720 | 1,457 104,766 - ~ {11,008 3 51205774 3 6

& By the ships * Mathesis” and “ Sir Charles Napier,” the following eligible bounty immigrants arrived :—Male adults, 71 ; female adults, 67 ; chil-
dren, 51: total, 195, Bot bounties on their accotnt were disallowed by his Excellency the Governor, in consequence of an unsatisfactory performance
of their contract on the part of the importers, coupled with the proved oceurresce of great irrcgularities during the passage.

Immigration Office, Sydney,)
16 August 1842, s

109.

Francis L. S.

Merewether,

Agent for Immigration.
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(B)
RETURN of PErsoxs who arrived at Port Phillip, in Private Ships, on Bounty, from 1 July 1841 to 30 June 1842,
Died Died in
during the Born | Quaran- Number Landed.

Date Passage. during tine. Amount Gratuities ToraL
No.| Name of Shi of |a| | te g Pald * Cost to th
© am P 3 | Children.| Passage. | 3 g’:ﬂ‘ Adults. Children. or still Due, Surgeons, o te

Arrival. | = - Officers, &e. Calony.

as Bounty.
o v.’ Mot or | o | e e epafr] oM, F. M. b4

1841 : £ & d £ & d £ & d
1 | Royal Saxon ~fJuly17 [ HY - 11 ] 4f-{---] 00| 104 14 4] 3962 - -} 20411 - 4,166 11
2§ England - -0 - 17 {12 7| 9] af 8|[~-1~-] 195} 114 53 41} 5336 - -] 813 6 ~| 5640 b
3 | George Fyfle - - 28| ¥y 1] -| 2]-l-14- 80 90 15 16) 38,048 ~ -| 19718 -] 984518
4 | Briliant* - = - 2B~ - -1 1] 2|~ b5 12 - - 323 - - 1216 - 335 16
5| William Abrams -} - 23|42 2( 1| - 1|~~~ 61 62 23 24| 2617 - ~§ 16010 ~-| 2777 10
6 | Westminster - ~8]yn 1} 2f | |-~~~ 108 08 24 14| 4,154 - ~-| 226 2 -~ 4370 2
7 | William Metealf - {Aug. 27|~ -1 1{ 1} 1| 8|-[-]-- a3 97 21 8| 9605 - -] 10313 ~| 8,708 13
8 | Strathfleldsaye -~} - 80 |- - ~{ -} ~-| V|{~-1~]-~-] 88| 100 18 16| 88568 - -] 20016 - | 4,066 16
9| Forth» - -iSep18 |~ 2| 1} -] 2[~/~~~ ao] 104 19 16| 8760 - -} 208 - - 3002 -
30 ] Middlesex - -§ - 80|12 -1 1) 2] 2|d-{--| go|l 99| 191 11| 8702 - -1"198 3 -| 3960 8
11 | Thomas Arbuthnot [Qct. ¢ {1/} 1| 1| 7| 1]~~~ gal 02| 97| 26| 88068 - -{ 232 4 -] 4008 4
12 { Agricolea - -t - s3] -] 8l 1|~ oo 90 20 19 3,773 - - 21110 -~} 308410
13} Enmore -~ -} ~ 4= -} 1] ~-| -V~ --] 43 53 1 6] 1,840 -~ ~ 86 - -] 193 -
14 | Intrinsic - - - 7f - 2| 40 1) si-1-f--| go] 68| 42| 50 9323 ~ -] 200 4 ~| 3,553 4
15 | Catherine Jamicson| -~ 22§ - -] 1 -2l |-t 48 48 33 28 2154 -~ -1 130 4 ~ 2203 4
16 { Lysander - - - @l =1 ~-] -1 Q|-}-]—- 80 105 20 14 3675 - - 201 -~ ~ 3876 -
17 | Grindloy -« ol IR Bt e B B B B A it e Sl BT 61 16 17 2,301 - - 105 4 2 2490 4
18 | Diamond - -~ Nov. 4 |1} 31 2/ 8! 4}~~~ g 107 27 231 4,172 - ~| 231 18 ~| 4,403 18
19| Wallace -« - 26|~{2 4] 4] 1| 2|~~~ 103] 108 47 501 4604 - -] 200 6 -] 4894 6
90 | Pranees - -} - @8 {y-l ~j el - ={-|-|4- ep] 1] 18} 14| 1345 - -] 8312 -] 142812
21} AlanKer - - - 80~} 3| 3| 4] |- 53 Y 44 35} 8,020 -~ -1 220 - ~| 3340 -
22 | Mary Nixon -t -« 8-~ -1 - -] 1|~ -1 g 72 b 11 20622 ~- - 119 6 ~ 2741
23 | Morquisof Bute -} ~ 301~ 3} 4| 2} 1}~~~ g 78 32 341 3377 - ~| 20916 ~| 9,586 16
24 | Branken-moor - Dec. 8-~ - ~| 2 21- - &g 07 12 17 20682 - - 14418 ~ 2,076 18
25 § Willilam Mitchell <} ~ 164~ -] ~] ~] ~} ~ -]~~~ 8 9 1 - 285 - ~ 1216 - 297 16
96 | Ward Chapman - | ~ 1612 - &8} 11 41 3|~ o e s 86 71 G3 2,200 10 - | 327 10 - 2,588 -
27 | Agostina - - - 1712 -] 1 EN S B S I I 40 60 7 4 1803 -~ ~| 101 6 -~ 1,004 6
28| Asin - - - R I I e e R e e I 1 2 2 1 7 - -f- < - 7 -
29 | Gilmore - -] -~ iU~ -] 91 -] 44 02 99 21 0] 93804 - -] 20810 -] 401219
80 | Alexander - - - 27 {- 21 4] 1) 21 -- a2t 107 24 18| 3841 - -] 207 4 -| 4048 4

1842
81 { Ssmucl Boddington jJun. 86 ¢ -1 ~1 17 1| - | 31~~~ 74 70 22 24 3,172 ~ - 183 3 ~| 335 3
32 | Robert Benn “l ~ 2]~ 14) 3] 6 8 - 115 04 n 571 4806 - -} 24816 G| 6,104 16
23 | William Nichol - [TFeb. B |~ ~| «] -} ~| ~ |« ~}~~ 10 11 6 4 430 - - 28 18 - 407 18
34 | Martin Luther - | -~ Q{7 -| 3] 41 «|~ -t~ 88 80 14 ¢ 343 - -| 178 b5 - 3611 &
85 | Manliust - -] - 14 (1I5) 9] 0} 4| 4({0{6 11 O G4 40 40| 3247 -« ~| 207 - -] 3454 -
96 | Thetis - - -1 - IR! | 3] - 1| -~ -]~f~] 82 90 23 15] 8403 - -~} 10416 -| 3,087 156
37 | Regulus - -] - 10)-{<] 2| 3} 1| v{--f-|- a0} 80| 2{ 13| 3097 - -| 18012 ~| 821712
38 { Himalaya = -y - 264~} 1] -} 3 3}-p-]-] 74 74 21 13 2,087 -~ -1 16814 ~] 38155614
99 | Earl of Durhamy - {June18 { ~{ ~f -} -] 2| 2] -~ 33 34 30 17 1,668 -~ ~ |- « =~ 1468 -

Totals - {24[46] 72 | 76 | 60 | 78 | 0j 6] 1| 1| 2,720 {2,910 | 956 | 705 |116,119 10 - |6,6060 13 3 {129,789 3

* Payment of the bounties on the immigrants, per “ Brilliant,” has not yet been authorised.
+ This amount remains unpuid ; its setilement is awaiting a report on the causes of the disense which led to the vessel being placed in gnarantine.
4 These immigrants wers not imported on bounty, but received o grant of free passnges from the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, uuder
a speeial survey order held by Mr. Dendy.

Jwmigration Office, Syduey. ¥

16 August jd4u

J

Francie L, S, Merewether,

Agent for Immigration,
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©)

RETURN, showing the Amount of Bounty Refused, and the Cause of such Refusal, during the
Year ending 30 June 1842.

Q' © = [
SeE f RE | R
28 2 ..:30 P Amount
CAUSES OF BOUNTY BEING REFUSED. et 2.8 3
:3'§ 3 f E, @ .‘;’; Refused,
o=/ | ] £ . b} FS .
§E2% 8§ % 5%
Z Emm Z e =5
" . £.
Incligible callingg - - - « - - 71 71 30 5,344
No certificates produced - - - - - 2 22 19 855
Stated to be single in their certificates and without
proof of their marriage - - - - 8 . - - - 314
Certificates unsatisfactory, from having erasures,
alterations, &c. - - - - o~ - 2 ) 15 537
Certificates not countersigned by the Government
agents at the'port of embarkation - - - 2 - . - - 126
Embarke4 as married, but found not to be so - 3 . - - - 174
Married, but not accompanied by husbands - - - - - 13 *397
Marrted, but claimed for as singlet -« -] . - 3 5 152
Weak and infirm, and not likely to be useful - 1 5 - - 133
Unhealthy (bounty still payable on their pro-
duction in hLealth) - - = - . 2 4 10 343
Insane - - - - - - - ol . - - - 3 57
Died immediately after arrival - - - - 1 2 3 14
Left the colony immediatcly after arrival - - 2 6 - - 220
Notorious improper characters - - - -l . - 4 29 627
Not under proper protection - - - - . - . - 398 7,562
Under age - - - S e - 2 4 114
Over age - . - - - - - 6 5 ” 552
Not produced before the Immigration Board - | . - - - 3 57
Under assumed names - - - - -1 - - 1 . - 19
Married, but not accompanied by wives ¢ « -1 o - 3 - - 87
Concerned in theft on board - - - - 3 - . - - 119
Eligible, but not accompanied by an equal num-
ber of single females - - - - -] - - 73 - - 1,387
Eligible, but not paid for, in consequence of
the non-fulfilment of contract, and neglect on
the part of the importers -~ - - 42 45 25 3,277
{ TotaLs - 145 255 570 22,567

* Including bountics on 17 children by whom eight of the wemen were accompanied.
1 Of these women one was married on board by the master to the second officer.
1 Comprising 1,395 individuals, including children.

Immigration Office, Sydncy,
22 August 1842.

Francis L. S. Merewether,
Agent for Immigration.

N.B.—~The per-centage of disallowed bounties given by the immigration agent (Merewether,
Q. 14,) was calculated on amounts shown in returns extending over a longer period.
therefore be found to differ from the result of a calculation based on the amounts exhibited in the

returns here printed.
Council Office, Sydney,
22 August 1842,

109.

Francis L. 8. Merewether

Clerk of Councils.

I2

It will

NEW
SOUTH WALES,
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SOUTH WALES,

(C. a)

RETURN of the Number of Surgeons and Officers of Immigrant Ships, from whom Gratuities
have been wholly or partially withheld, during the Period from 1 July 1841 to 30 June 1843,

SHIPS. Surgeons. | Masters, Su(!;gg;::te AMOUNT,
£ s d.
Queen Victoria = . - - - 1 1 3 179 7 -
New York Packet - - - - - 1 1 - . - 164 14 -
Albatross - - - - - - 1 . - ]- . - 20 = =
Carthaginian - S 1 1 - - - 120 16 6
Mathesis - - - - - - 1 1 3 48 15 -~
Agnes - - - - - - . 1 i 3 21 9 g
8ir Charles Napier - - - -1 - - 1 2 3415 -
Totars - - - 6 6 1n 589 16 10

Immigration Office, Sydney, Francis L. 8. Merewether,

22 August 1842. Agent for Immigration.

D)

RETURN of the Number of PErsoNs who arrived in the Colony of New South Wales, from the 1st July 1841 to the 30th June 1842,
distinguishing those brought out on Bounty from those who defrayed the Cost of their own Passage.

Immigrants on Bounty. Immigrants Unassisted.® Grand Total.

Adults, Children, Adults, Children, Adults, Children.
TorAL. TorAL. TorAlL,

M. F. M. P, M. r. M. T. M. ¥, M. .
Bydney e = -~ 14,502 ,4,603 1,729 11,457 | 12,351 §1,406 | 950 | 254 | 270§ 2,940 §5,908 |5,022 | 1,083 | 1,727 § 15,300
Port Philllp - - - {2720 fﬁ,{)lo 9551 795 7,380 F 414 | 127| 140 65 746 §3,134 19,037 {1,006 | 800§ 8,120
Toraws - -~ - 17,222 |7,&7.’J 2,684 12,2062 | 19,781 11,880 | 1,080 ] 804 | 335§ 3,006 §0,102 | 8,659 {3,078 | 2,687 B 23,420

* In the number of unassisted immigrants are included 1,305 individuals (including children) who embarked as bounty immigrants, {but were not
paid for by the Government, in consequence of their ineligibility under the colonial regulations.

Immigration Office, Sydney, FErancis L. 8. Merewether,
22 August 1842, Agent for Immigration.

()

Extracts rroM Reportrs FROM THE IMMienraTION Boarb.

The ¢ Queen Victoria.’

* # » * # * H
Of the prevalence of immorality in the ““ Queen Victoria” we entertain ne doubt.
# * * * Nor can we avoid forming the opinion expressed by the witness

A——, * that the immorality was so open that the doctor must have knownit,” That it
was sanctioned or even connived at by that gentlemen we are far from nsserting ; but we do
think that from easiness of disposition, and perhaps from too great freedom with the immi-

grants,
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ants, he lost his authority, and was obliged to pretend ignorance of practices =hich he
ad no longer the power to check.
* * * * * * *

The sale of spirits is an irregularity which appears to have existed o1 board the ¢ Queen
Vietoria,” and :‘:'om the admission of the surgeon, to have received his sanction. He
states, that on a petition from the immigrants, he permitted spirits to be sold in conse-
quence of the badness of the water. This indulgence, if so it can be called, we cannot too
forgibly condemn ; and if the excuse for its allowunce were as strong us it appears to us to
be weak, we still could not but think the surgeon guilty of great neglect of duty in not
carefully superintending the distribution of the spirits, and restricting their issue to such
mall quantities as wou%d answer the purpose for which they were given.

* * ® - * * *

The next case, that of J—— C ——, and C —— W-——, isone in which, we regret to say,
fraud is combined with neglect. These parties appear to have been received on board as
mian and wife, and according to the surgeon’s siatement, they slept together for some
weeks, when they quarrelled, and declared that they were not married. They were then
separated, and W-—— took her place among the single women. Certificates
suitable to their single state were then fabricated on board under the direction of Mr.——,
acting as attorney for the agents in London, and such signatures as are usually attached to
these documents were inserted. These certificates were deposited in the office without
comment, and J C and C— - W—— were passed by the Board as single people
of good character, without a remark from any of those persons present vho were aware of
the circumstances of the case, except that when C-—— W—— w25 tound to be without
the requisite protection. the surgeon came forward and said thei she hud been under his
special care. * * *

(signed)  Francis L. S. Merewether.
Arthur Savage, . N.
H. H. Browne, 5. ».
W. H. Christze, 1. ».
J. Long Innes, 5. p.

The ¢ Eleanor.”

* * * * #* # *

*® & % It will be sufficient for us to observe, that even thoug .he plea advanced
by Mr. =, in his letter to us, should be admitted, and the affreightes should be deemed
released, by the approval of the Government agent in London, from all blame as to the
faulty construction of the water-closets, the lumbered state of the decks during the early
part of the voyage, the manner in which the immigrants were crowded in consequence of
the large space set apart for intermediate passengers, and the most inadequate supply of
medical comforts, are fully sufficient to wariant our conclusion that the progress ofythe
disease was mainly attributable to a want of proper precaution and regard to the comfort
of the immigrants, and that the affreighters should therefore be required to pay all the
expenses of the quarantine.

We cannot conclude this report without expressing a hope that his Excellency will
take steps for the absolute prohibition of the sale of wine and spirits on board emigrant
ships. i{’Vhether or not it is the intention of Messrs, «~—— & ——, when they ¢ put wine
and spirits on board for sele,” to draw an additional profit from the pockets of the poor
emigrants, such, it appears from the evidence given in the present instance, will be the
effect of the practice 1f suffered to exist. In all cases where these articles are required for
the health of any individuals, they should be issued without charge, as medical comforts,
and in no other cases, we are of opinion, should they be issued at all, As the best mode
which occurs to us of putting a stop to this pernicious practice, we would suggest the
issue of a public notice, that the gratuitics of the surgeon-superintendent and ofticers will
be disallowed in a/l cases where the sale of wine or spirits may be proved to have taken
place.
#* * * * * * *

(signed)  Francis L. S. Merewether.
Arthur Savage, r. N.
W. H. Christie, 3. p.
J. Long Innes, 5. p.
H. i. Browne, 5. p.

109. 13

NEW
SOUTH WALES.
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The « Marchioness of Bute”
* * * * »

* % ¥ ®  Weenclose for his Excellency’s perusal some certificates prodaced
in favour of immigrants by this ship, in which slterations and additions have been madle
in the descriptions of the parties, and made, we have good reason to believe, in the office
of the gentleman in Liverpool, employed by the importers to superintend the selection. of
their emigrunts ; we are not disposed to recommend the disallowance of bounties in any
other cases than those above mentioned ; but we think it our duty to submit these docu-
ments to his Excellency’s inspection, as the alterations made appear to us to be of such a
natare as to show tiat the main object of the persons by whom they were made, is not that
the emigranis sent should be of the best description according to the colouial order, but
that they should present such an appearance as would secure to the importers the colonial
bounties,
* . » * * » %
(signed) Francis L. S. Merewcther.
W. 8. Christie, 3. ».

The « Duke of Roxburgh.’
* * * % * * *

WEe regret to state, that of the single women above reported not to have been under
proper protection, six were inmates of Newington workhouse before their embarkation, and
some of this number, if not all, prostitutes,

The bad character of two of them is placed beyond a doubt by their conduct since their
arrival, as reported to the immigiation agent by the water police magistrate, in the com-
munication annexed. (¢) Their beliaviour on board has also been veported by the surgeon
to have been very disorderly. A third, H M¢G——, known on board by the nick-
name of the * Duchess,” we have also reason to think had been 2 common prostitute.

(signed) Francis L. S. Merewether.
Arthur Savage, Rr. N.
W. IL. Christie, s. »,

(a) Extract from Communication referred to -

“M A F came out an immigrant by the ship ¢ Duke of Roxburgh;’ was
sent on board from the Newington workhouse, where she bad been 1wo months; saw
R » @ waternian, on board on Saturday last, who asked her to come and live with him;
she left the vessel and took her clothes with her; R—— took her to a public-house on
the Rocks, and has been cohabiting with her ever since. States also that a girl of the
name of J ~—— H-——— is living in the same house with a man named G——, who took her
from the same ship on Friday fast.

“ He— was also in the Newington workhouse. I think there can be no doubt these
girls have been prostitutes all their lives.

“ (signed) H H B

The < Mathesis.”

* * * * % * &

« * * * It is our painful duty, therefore, to report that we are not ¢ satisfied
that the immigrants have been duly supplied with a sufficiency of wholesome provisions
and water, and with reasonably comfortable accommodation;” and we must add, that
a want of order, regularity, and decency, appears to us t0 have existed in this ship, which
is in the highest degree discreditable to all parties concerned. We cannot, therefore,
recommend the payment of any portion of the bounties claimed.

We must further report our opinion, that the conduct of the surgeon and officers of this
ship has been so disgraceful as to render it a matter of regret to us that we cannot be the
means of visiting them with a heavier penalty than the loss of their gratuities.
¢ * * * " & *
# » & * We feel it unnecessary to bring prominently forward any other
reprehensible points in the surgeon’s conduct, but we must express our surprise that a
person 5o ill-educated, and of so ill regulated a miud, as his letters to us show him to be,
could have been appointed to so responsible a situation, or that he could even have been
in possession of such testimonials as would admit of his application for such employment

being entertained.
& 4 * # L * #

(signed)  Francis L. S. Mercwether.
Arthur Savage, R.N.
J. Long Innes, 3.r.
W. KL Christie, 3.%.
H, I, Browne, 1.v.
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The « Agnes.”
* * * # * * *
« & Kk

. We caanot approve of any charge being made on emigrants for the
passage either of themselves or their children, as we are inclined to think that many
valuable people are thus deterred from emigrating, and their places are supplied by others
of a less desirable description, but possessed of the requisite funds, * * *
* - . * ) * * *

We have on former instances had occasion to express our disapprobation of the sale of
provisions, wine, gpirits, &c. in immigrant ships. No case has, however, been brought
under our notice so much requiring censure as this. Not only has the sale been carried
on to a greater extent than we have before heard of, but the prices charged appear to us
to have been most exorbitant. Of the correctness of our opinion o2 this point, Eis Excel-
lency will be able to judge from two bills which we enclose. The one shows a bounty
immigrant, named M-——, to have been a purchaser of provisions to the amount of.
74125, 2d.; of spirits 1o the amount of 4. 8s. 6d.; of wine to the amount of 13s. 73d.;
and of cigars to the amount of 10s. 6d. ; making a total sum expended of 134 45. 94 d.(a)
In this instance we think that the nature of the articles bought shows M to be a value-
less “ farm servant,” and we have therefore recommended the disallowance of the bounty
claimed on his account.

The other account, that of T ——— P——, dnes not exhibit the same extravagance on the
part of the immigrant, or any just ground for suspecting his ineligibility. We have not
therefore recommended the disallowance of bounty on his account. But though more
favourable as regards the purchaser, this case presents a feature very discreditable, we think,
to the chief officer, at whose hands he purchased. It appears, that when this man’s
money was exhausted, and exhausted in procuring articles distinctly stated by the surgeon
and master to be unnecessary, he was allowed further to purchase unnecessaries on his
giving his wateh as security for payment on his arrival in Sydney. The watch is still
1n the hands of the chief mate unredeemed, in consequence of a dispute about an item
in the bill, % * * * * *
* * *  Though fully satisfied with their conduct in other respects, we feel it
our duty to recommend that the surgeon should receive five per cent., and the master and
chief officer one-third less than the sums to which they woulgotherwise have been respec-
tively entitled, in consequence of the above stated circumstan ces connected with the sale
of provisions, * * * * * *
(signed)  Lrancis L. S. Merewether.

J. Long Innes, y.p.
Arthur Savage, R.N.
H. H. Browne, 1.v.

*

(e) Mr. M——7"s Account,

1841 L4 d £ s d.
Dec.-4 | Acheese - - - 11 4} 1842: Aw' brought forward 811 1
» 61 Onestone flour - - -7 - Jan. 10 | A bottle porter - - - 13
» 6| Seven pounds oatmeal - - 2 3 » 10 | Brandy - - - - 6 -
» 6] Anempty barrel - - -~ 2 0 s 12 | Three pounds flour - - 16"
» 11 { Ten pounds flour - - - b - s 12 | Two pounds sugar - -~ 2 4
y» 111 Two pounds sugar - - 2 4 » 12 | One pound fruit - - - 1 -
» 11 | Two & n quarter pounds » 13 ] One dozen cigars - - - 3 ¢
molasses - - - - 2 3 » 16| Three pints rum - - -6 -
5 11| One quart ram - - - 4 -~ » 16} Porter - - -« - 2 6
» 121 Ditto - ditte -~ - - 4 - » 18 | Two pounds molasses - - 2 -
» 18| Two pounds sugar - - 2 4 » 21 | Three pints rum - - - 6 -
5 18| Half-gallon rum - - - 8 - » 21 | Porter - - - - - 13
, 18] Agillwine - - - -1 73 s 21§ 8Seap - o~ - - - 1 6
» 211 Two pounds raising - - 2 - »w 21 | Two pounds sugar - - 2 ¢
» 21| Two pounds sugar - - 2 4 » 23 | Halfsstone flowr - - - 3 6
5 211 One guart ram - - - 4 - w WlRum - - . - - 4 6
5 211 One pint ditto - - - 2 - ,y, 261 Rum - -« - - 8 -
» 211 Aduck- - - - -~ 6 - » 27 | Hallstone flour - - - 3 6
5 211t Onestone flour - - -7 - » 27 | One quart rum - - - 4 -
» 21| Two pounds molasses - - 2 - s 27 | Helf-pound soup - - - - 9
» 20| A bottle port wine - - 6 - y 29 | Hulf-stone flour - - - 3 6
» 28| Half-gallou rum - - - 8 - w29 | Oue pound raisins - -1 -
y 20 | One pint brandy - - - 4 -
1842 » 29} Cheese - - - - - b6 7%
Jan. -2 1 A bottle port wine - - 6 - » 29 I Molasses - - - - 2 -
» 8| Thirteen pounds ham - 193 Teb. -3 | One pint rum - - -~ 2 -
» 3| Holf-stone meal - - - 2 3 » 3| Half-stone flour - - - 3 6
» 8] One gquart rum - - - 4 - sy S Rum - - - - - 2 -
» 4] One dozen segars - - - 3 6 » 3} Sugor - - - - -1 2
» 7| Half-gallonrum - -} -~ 8 - » 3 | Half-stone lour - - - 3 06
» 71 One dozen cigars - - -~ 3 6 » 3§ One guart rum - - - - 4 -
w 7| Two pounds sugar - - 2 4 S -
» 8] Abottle porter” - - - 1 £1 18 ¢ 9%
» 8] One stone flour - - -7 -
» 8| Two pounds molasees - - 2 - e B e
e Reeeived the above,
Carried forward - £ 811t s
109. 14
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The « New York Packet.”

* " » L} L L L

* W e On the entry of the vessel into the port, the surgeon superintendent
and master were questioned in the usual manner by the health officer, ns to the nniure
and extent of sickness which had occurred on the passage, or wwhich at the time existed.
The answer given to the healih officer’s enquiries was, that the siall-pox had been pre-
valent during the early part of the voyage, but had for some time disappeared, and that, with
the exception of a few cuses of influenza, the passengers were totally free from disease,

. * * » & *

We must now state our decided opinion, that the discase which existed amongst the
emigrants on their disembarkation, wzilich the surgeon superintendent admits terminated
in typhus, was stamped with the character of typhus when the vessel entered the harhour.
. * * * * » *

That this contagious fever was typhus is positively asserted by some of the most ve-
spectable immigrants ; and the opinion entertained by these individuals appears to have

been prevalent amongst the passengers generally,
» * "

* L] L *®

Their opinion, in oppositionto that of the surgeon superintendent, is supported by the state-
ment of Dr ——, R.N., who asserts, that “ about twenty cases sent by him to the hospital,
on the fourth duy after the arvival of the vessel, which the surgeon superintendent was
unwilling to admit as typhus, were decidedly cases of typhus, and that they had existed
ptior to the two days which had elapsed since the disembatkation of the immigrants.”
D, » who, two days ufterwards, took charge of the # Lazaretto,” states that even then
the surgeon superintendent would not admit that any of the fever cases in the hospital
were other than cases of influenza.  He says, “the cases were all most decided cases of
typhus fever, with the exceprion of one child that had hooping cough; when 1 went
down first, Mr. ——, on going round the cases with me, did not secin to think that auy of
them were typhus; | mf;d hm I had not the least doubt on my mind, aud that it wus
ridiculous to call them anything clse.  There were some cases which I should think were
at least of a formight’s standing.”
» 3 ®

* * * *

His Excellency will observe, on perusal of the statement made before our Board by the
swigeon superiatendent, that during the continuance of the small-pox, three patients only
were removed from the berths which they at the time occupied ; the remaining eleven were
allowed to continue, and onc of them, as it would seem, even to die in the midst of their
fellow pussengers. * » * & b ® »

The second hospital he allowed to be filled with ship's stores, and 8o to continue useiess
and unused through the passage, notwithstanding that he had hespital patients of both
suxes under his trentment at the same time,  * » * * *

We have dwelt atsome length on the points in which the incapacity of Mr, ~— appears
to have been exhibited ; but we have felt ourselves called upon to endeavour to tix his

ixcellency’s attention upon the danger to which the lives of so many poor people, conveyed
10 this country under his Excellency’s permission, have becn exposed, by the want of effi-
cient superintendence ; our duty is a painful one, and the more so from the fact of My,
—"s incompetence being unaccompanied with misconduct ; we believe him to be weak
aund irresolute as @ wan, and most deficient in practical acquaintance with bis profession
=2 asurgeon, but his moral conduct during the passage is unimpeached; we should have
been therefore rather disposed to limit ourselves to a briet expression of our unfavourable
opinion, had this been an isolated case, and had our aitention not been called in other
mstances, to a most culpable want of care in the selection of surgeons superintendent.
In more than one instance have we been dissatisfied with the selections made by the im-
poiters of these immigrants, as well as by ather parties engaged in the trude ; and a similar
dissausfuction with surgeons appointed to the charge of immigrants landed at Melhourue,
has been expreseed by the superintendent of Port Phillip. — In a letter dated the 19th
Febiuary 1842, his Honoursays, “ his Excellency will perceve that 1 have considered that
more bLlame 15 to be attributed to the importers in not securing the services of a more
competent and experienced peison, than to the surgeon himselt';” and requests “ that his
Excellency would maik his sense of the impropriety of the course now frequently adopted,
i sendmng out a large number of souls under charge of incompetent and inexperienced
wen, by subtracting the whole or purt of the surgeon’s gratuity, from the sum claimed by
the importers;* and in a letter dated 2d March 1842 he says, with reference to another
case, “considering as I do, that in many wstances fur too little care is taken by the im-
porters in securing the services of men of real character and experience, to bring out and
take charge of such large bodies of emigrants, it appears to me, that in this and in every
other instance where such (quarantine) expenses are the consequence of bad management
or bad arangements, that they should be deducted from the amount of bounty.

The opinon expressed by his Honour in the foregoing extracts, coincides exactly with
that formed by us on review of this and similar cases, viz., that the penalties arising out of
a suigeon’s ncompetency for hns situation, should fall not so much upon himscif as on his
employer, whose duty 11 13 1o ascertain, beyond the possibility of doubt, the qualifications

ot the persor to whom he cntrusts so important a charge.
.- * & * * * ¥

We
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We will now conclude this division of our Report by stating our opinion, that in the
most important provision for the health, comfort, and convenience of the passengers, and
that on which the efficacy of every other provision depends, numely, the selection of a
gurgeon superintendent, the affreighter has shown a carelessness which we cannot too
strongly reprobate. And as to the uncleanly state of the vessel and emigrants, to the want
classification and proper treatment of the sick, to the non-separation of the sick from the
healthy, or in other words, to the inexperience and incapacity of the surgeon, we attri-
hute mainly the origin and progress of the disease which caused the establishment of the

uarantine, we are of opinion that on this ground alone, the importer should not be relieved
from any portion of the expense with which the quarantine wus attended. * *
* It appears that the immigrants werc allowed to biing on board blankets, &c. which had
been in use for an indefinite period, and that the articles so introduced into the ship were
not inspected by the affreighter or his agents. It also appears that the emigrants were not
required to provide themselves, before embarkation, with a suitable squly of clothing for
so long a voyage. In one instance, the surgeon states that he was obliged to give a man
his own sheets.  We cannot but aitach great blame to the affreighter for his negligencein
these particulars; and we consider that the fever, which seems to have existed more or
less throughout the passage, may have been generated by fiith in the bedding and clothing
of many of the passengers, wi;ose habits seem to have been most unclezmly.’“=
* *

*
(signed) Francis L. 8, Merewether. J. Long Innes, 5. .
Arthur Savage, u. N, H. 1. Browne, 5. v.
P. Harnett, Coloninl Surgeon, W. H. Christie, 3., p.
The « Witson.”
) * " * * * *
Tue bounties claimed on R ML and wife we have disallowed for the same

reason. M‘L-—— siated, when examined by us, that he was, and had been ull his life a
miller ; and that he had told M'L , of Derry, the sub-agent employed by the importer
to select emigrants for him in that neighbourhood, that such was his calling. The claim
for bounty udvanced in this case we cannot therefore consider in any other light than as
an atempt at imposition on the Government ; more especially as on the certificate pro-
duced in this man’s favour, the word originally inserted in the column showing his trade
is partially erased, and wheelwiight written in its place. The original word appears to
have been “miller,” ML seems too, to us, to he at least ten years older thau is
stated in his certificate,
* * * # And we have deducted the amount of bounties on three single
men, namely, R C , W G , atd B—— N—— in accordance with a
minute of his Excellency, on a communication from the Water Police Magistrate to the
Immigration Agent, from which it would seem that they embarked as bounty emigrants
to Syﬁnev, merely with a view of obtaining u cheap passage to New Zenland, their place
* * * * -

of destination.
(signed) Francis L, S. Merewether.
H. H. Browne, j. r.
W. H. Christie, 5. ».

The ¢ Duke of Roxburgh.”

Sir, Immigration Office, Sydney, 11 February 1842.
With reference to the Report of the Immigration Board, of the 8th instant, on the
immigrants per “ Duke of Roxburgh,” I do wyself the honour to enclose a memorandum*
from the Water Police Magistrate, from which it would appear that bounties have heen
improperly paid on a fanily numed , per ¢ Comet;” and I beg to call your attention
10 the minute of his Excellency the Governor, enclosed, directing that the amount paid
should be deducted from the bounties of the ¢ Duke of Roxburgh.” '
The amount paid on account of —— and family, was sixty-eight pounds. I
enclose the certificate produced in favour of this family.

The Hou. the Coloural Secretary, (signed)  Irancis L. S. Merewether.
&e. &c. el
* Memorandum referred to :—

— cawne out as an immigrant, per “ Comet;” has been a painter, plumber, and paper-
hanger all his life; the agent at knew him as such, and told him to put himselt down
as & carpenter, as painters would not pass ; after arvival here was told by the doctor that
he was 10 say he was a carpenter, which he did; heard the doctor tell several other persons
what they were to say when mustered by the Commissioners; has been working us a
paiuter since arrival here ; states that kis wife was never in service.

(signed) H. H. Browne.
Minute of his Excellency the Governor on the foregoing :—

Ler the bounties which have been paid on this man and his family be deducted from
any that may be comng to the same parties.

I'he © Duke of Roxburgh,” I believe, belongs to them,

109, K

(signed) " G.G.
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The ¢ Thetis.”
* # * * * * * * *

IN perusing the form of agreement transmitted by Messrs, and , We cannot
fail to be forcibly struck By the following article: “1that he (the surgeon) will aid and
assist the said agents (the agents of Messrs, —— and ——1), in passing the emigrants
carried out under the colonial bounty, before the Board of Inspection at Port Philip, so as
to procure payment of the said bounty;” and its intention is more prominently brought
forward by the article which precedes it—¢¢ that he will furnish to the agents of the said
—— and —, at Port Philip, all the information which he may be ab%e to obtain with
reference to each family or person on board.” In these articles we discover the cause of
the want of candour which we have frequently observed in the surgeons of cinigrant ships,
when questioned as to the character or eligibility of the people under their charge.

From these articles it would appear, that the surgeon is bound by the bounty agent faith-
fully to report to his agents, on the arrival of the immigrants, all that he knows respecting
them individually, and that he is as faithfully to conceal their defects from the Govern-
ment; or in other words, he is bound to sacrifice the interest of the public here, by whom
he is paid, to the interest of his nominators, by whom he is not paid ; for we observe that
the only remuneration guaranteed to Mr. ——— in this case, was a free passage with cabin
fare, in which we believe, wine, spirits, and ale, were not included, but were to be paid for
as used ; whilst the duties imposed upon him comprised those of purser (a) and surgeon to
the ship’s company and cabin passengers, as well as those of surgeon superintendent of the
emigrants ; for his services in this latter capacity he was to receive but a promise from
Messrs. and ——, 1hat if he served them satjsfactorily, they would assist him in
obtaining from the Colonial Government the usual gratuities; which gratuities would be
paid as a matter of course, if the conduct of the surgeon were satisfactory to the Govern-
ment, as well as to Messrs, «—— and s but whi(ﬁl, if otherwise, no representations or
exertions on the part of these gentlemen could extort.

A careful consideration of this transaction confirms us in the opinion which we had
previously formed, that the establishment of the gratuities in favour of the surgeons
superintendent of immigrant ships has no other effect than to relieve the importers from
the necessity ofgaying the small salary which they used before to allew to their surgeons,
and that, 100, when the rate of bounties was lower, and the receipts consequently less than
at present. The gratuities have thus been turned into a source of profit and patronage to
the parties engaged in the emigrant trade; and the object of their institution, as might be
expected, has been entirely defeated.

Ve need not pass in review here, the instances in which, during the past season, the
incapacity of surgeons of immigrant ships has been brought under our censure, and under
the censure of his honour the Superintendent of Port Philip ; but we gladly avail ourselves
of the opportunity of suggesting, that no surgeon should in future be allowed to proceed
in charge of an_immigrant ship, until he has been approved of by the iedical offieers
auached to the Board of Admiralty, or some other equally disinterested and competent
examiners, ¥ * * ® * * * »

(signed) Irancis L. 8. Merewether. J. Long Innes, 3. P,
Arthur Savage, Rr. N. H. H. Browne, 3.P.

The “ Carthaginian.”

* %  *  Thereis one instance, however, of outrageous conduct on the part of the
master, which we think it our duty specially to notice. It appears that during the early
part of the voyage many of the immigrants had been in the habit of keeping log-books, or
records of the little occurrences which took place in the ship. This we should have con-
sidered a very harmless amusement, and one which we should have thought it politic to
encourage. To the master, however, the practice seems to have given offence, or to have
been a source of apprehension, and he issued an order that no log-hooks should, for the
future, be kept, and that those in existence should be destroyed. This order appears not
to have been very readily obeyed, and by way of obtaining mote prompt compliance with
his desire than the immigrants were disposed to give, the master ordered the man at the
helm from his post, and let the ship go adrift * * * * As it
happened, fortunately we may say, tor we should have expccted consequences far more
serious, one woman only, who appears to have lost the use of her senses for some time
from fright, suffered materially from this extraordinary conduct on the part of the master.
* “ * * In the present case we regret to find, that the parties in
England, acting for the importers, exacted from the surgeon a promise Lo pay a certain
sum as passage-money on the receipt of his gratuities here; and we have reason to believe
that subserviency to the master was made another condition of his appointment. We
cannot therefore be surprised that the cheap surgeon—the surgeon who would bind himself
to submit to one, who by profession and by education ought to have been his inferior, slll(:uld

ave

(a) “ That he will see to the expenditure books being regularly and correctly kept.”
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bave ill discharged the duties of the situation in which, through a false econoniy, he was
placed.
L *

* We are happy, however, to state, that Messrs. and ——-— have in
this, as in every other insiance of improper behaviour, repudiated the acts of their agents

in England, and have released the surgeon from his engagement, (a)  * * . ®
* * * * * * * * * #
(signed) Francis L. S. Merewether. Arthur Savage, 8. N.
J. Long Tunes, 5. p. H. H. Browne, 3.».

W. H. Christie, 3. P.

Sir, Immigration Office, Sydney, 25 April 1842.

Witk reference to the statement made in the Immigration Board’s Report B. of the
23d instant, on the “ Carthaginian ” case, thiat Elizabeth Smith had declared herself before
the Supreme Court to be a married woman, and not single, as represented in her certificate,
I do myself the honour to anuex a copy of a note addressed to me by Mr. Justice Stephen,
from which it appears that she distinctly told the bounty agent that she was married, and
that the false representation made originated with the bounty agent, and not with her.

The certificate produced in favour of Elizabeth Smith, I beg to enclose for his Excel-
lency’s inspection,

I have, &c.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, (signed) Francis L. S. Merewether.
&ec. &e. &c.
(cory.)
My Dear Sir, 25 April 1842.

I rERFECTLY recollect that the girl Betsy Smith, at the late ¢ Carthaginian ” trial,
swore that she told the emigraiion agents, at Liverpool (or ship’s agents), that she was a
married woman, but that “they ” told her, (or ““the clerk” told her, as I understood) that
it did not signify ; it *“ made no difference,” and she was then entered as single.

I have the sugstance of this on my notes ; and you will see the fact of her swearing to
having “ told them in the office, in Liverpool, that she was married ” reported also in the
newspapers.

Yours, &e. '
Francis L. S. Merewether, Esq. (signed)  Alfred Stephen.
The  Sir Charles Napier.”
‘: * * * * * *

Of the certificates produced in favour of the individual immigrants, many appear to us
to have no reference whatever to parties included in them, whose names would seem to
have been inserted subsequently to the approval of the documents by the authorities in
Encland. % * *® * * " *

'The unsatisfactory nature of the certificates, a general complaint of the disorderly cha-
racter of the immigrants preferred by the surgeon, and other information of a discreditable
nature to the conduct of the ship, rendered u formal inquiry into these general points
necessary before we could report on the claim to bounties. We accordingly obtained the
attendance upon our Board of the surgeon superintendent, and in the presence of the im-
porter’s agents questioned him as to what he knew of the correctness of these certificates,
and of the character and calling of the parties to whom they applied. The surgeon readily
afforded every information required, but at the same time, whilst he made known to us the
existence of gross irregularities, he gave us to understand that he should prefer the evi-
dence of other parties being taken with regard to their nature, when he, being present,
would answer any questions arising out of the statemuents made by these witnesses, or
would substantiate them by bis own testimony, if requisite. We accordingly examined,
out of the immigrants whose attendance was procured, a sufficient number of the most
respectable and the best informed, to prove to us beyond all doubt, that in the shipment
of the immigrants the grossest frauds had been practised; that most improper people had
been wiliully put on board; and that immorality had prevailed to a disgraceful extent
during the passage. * * * * * *
# % % % At the same time we think it right to state, that if we considered
ourselves authorised so to do, we should, under the aggravated circumstances of this cas
recommend a total disallowance of the amount claimed.,  * * ‘
* # *" ®*  We should be glad, could the sum shown to have been paid by the
surgeon superintemient for hii passage, be reierved for his benefit from the amount allowed

*

e,
*

as bounties. i i * *
(signed)  Francts L. S. Merewether. W. H. Christie, 5. .
Arthur Savage, r. N. J. Long Innes, y.».

H. H, Browne, 1. ».
(Extract from a Minute of his Excellency the Governor on the foregoing :—)

Let Messrs. and ——— be informed, that I regret it 1s out of my power to sanction
the payment of any bounties on the immigrants by this ship. * * *

(signed) G.G.

(a) Forfurther Extracts from Report of the Immigrants by this ship, see Evidence, Merewether, Q. 44,
p. 90, and Innes, Q. 31, p. 96. ) '

109. K 2
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o=————= RETURN showing the NumnEr of FamiLies, Sin¢LE MaLgs, and SingLe FemaALxss,
who arrived at Sydney, on Bounty, during ihe Year ending goth June 1842 ; with the
Number received into BARRACKS at the expiration of the time allowed for their stay
on board Ship, and the Number remaining in Barracks on the last day of each

Month.
Number
Number Number Rewmaining in
Arrived * at Received into Barracks
dre on the last day of
Sydney. Barracks. each Month.
Monras. - -
w - w n @ w0
2 legleds] 2 legled] 2 |og]ed
E\Ts 2| F |we wE| R | PE|EE
O BRE |G | B B [ | R @ |
July - - -1 6 152} 159 —
August - - -] 3841 421 480 | —
September - - 238 | 297 279 40 |- -| 87 25 |- ~1{ 54
Cctoter - - -1 270 | 2n 231 1 |- ={= = 9| —
November - -1 244 | 237| 290 63 [- -] 16 43 |~ -~ 9
December - -1 191 | 205 262} 96 |- -| 69 31 |- 15
January - - -f 4251 457| 4361178 |- -1 47 128 | - 17
February - -1 229} 235 2574211 |- -|121 212 |- ~| 84
March - - - 79 90 9l 53 |- - 27 100 [~ =} 12
April - - - ot ] - <] 13 |- -] 18 54|~ ~| 6
May - - BN IR T R R S I B 31 ) e
June - . e et el e o e - - i3] —
Torars - - {2,216 |2,305 |2,487 { 655 |~ - | 385

* In order to render this Return uniform with the others, the number of immigrants on
whom bounties were claimed, but not paid, are not included under the first head ; a very
considerable namber of these immigrants were, however, received into the barracks, and
are included under the second and third heads.

+ The cause of these families remaining in barracks is illness.

Immigration Office, Sydney, Francis L. 8, Merewether,
g y} aery
22 August 1842, Agent for Immigration.

(F. 2.

Maximum NumBeRs of IMMIGRANTS at the Charge of or Employed by Government for
each Month, since July 1841,

At tHE CHARGE OF .
Males in
MonTus. GovErxyENT. Government REMARKS.
T Employ.
Males. Females.
1841 :
July - - - - ng 25 — .This Return is ap-
Avgust - -~ 1. oL 38 — gllcable to  Mel-
September - - 138 50 —_ oure only, as the
October - - -] - - - 83 — others could scarce~
November - - 52 43 — ly be correctly as-
December - - 202 141 —_— certained,
1842
Javuary - - - 209 160 196
Febroary - - . 162 125 232
March = - - - 6o 181 213
April - - - 50 185 259
May - - -~ - - 185 219
June - - S - - 120 216
July - - =l - - - 107 201
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" NOVA SCOTIA,

RETURN of ImmicraNTs at the Charge of, or in the Employ of Government,

31st July 1842,

MaLEs.
WnERE. REMARKS.
Number. | Description.
Melbourne - - - - - 173 married men | in Government employ.
Road to the Falls - - - - 10 ditto - ditto.
Road to the Heidelberg ~ - - 10 ditto - ditto.
Road to Sydney - - - = T 14 ditto - ditto.
Williams’ Town - - - - 12 ditto - ditto.
Geelong - - = - = 17 ditto - ditto.
Pordand - - - - - 7 ditto - ditto.
Totan ~ - = 243
Females.
Melbourne - -~ - - - 56 - - single women or destitute children
in asylum.
Geelong - = = - - 12 women at Government charge.
Portland - - - - - 6 ditto - - - ditto.
Torar - - - 74

RETURN of the Numeer of InmicranTs forwarded to Geelong, up to 1t August 1842,

:.-Z

Famuies. | . | &

VESBEL Date ——. 1 & |3

ilg|=|F @ REMARKS,
CONVEYING. oF SAILING. < ’E S5 =
o 3 .E K [
Sl D@ |5 ]| =
«Ranger” revenuecut- | 6 Feb. - 1842 |17 {16 21| -1 -1 54
ter,

Dito - - ditto -1 22 March 1842 | 14|14 | 16| 2| 9 55
Ditto - - ditto -} 2May- 1832 | 6| 6| 6| 6} 2| 26
Torats - - |37 136 | 43| S| 11 ] 135

ReTurN of the NuMsERr of IMmicrants forwarded

¢“Ellen and Elizabeth ” | 19 October 1841

to Portlard, up to 1st August 1842.

201201 26| ~|10] 76
15115 34| 21171 83
== = -7
36 | 35| 60| 2 ‘ 44 | 176

Ditto - =~ ditto -] 8 Nov. - 1841
Ditto - - ditto -~ 2 June - 1842
Torars - -

109,

K3
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(G.)

RETURN of the TrapEs.or CatLivas to which the Bounty IMmiaranTs who arrived between the 18t of July 1841, and
3oth of June 1843, professed to belong ; showing the Number of each Calling, and the Average Rate of Wages given,

SYDNCLUY. PORT PHILIP,
Average Wages
kg " o
Time of Arrival. Time of Arrival. Wages per Mechanics
TRADES . Annum, | per Week at
.| B £ < |withFoodana| ,__the
or & S o @ o Em g |WithFoodant pogent Date,
=3 E® & 2 ED 5 & Lodging, | in Sydney,
CALLINGS. = =% H s =% E; in the Country| Without Foed
5 8 5 g (77} .0 o g Cg % in the Lountry and
E g g: E g g ?é: F: =< Districts, Lodging.
23 | 85 | & | 28 | 2§ | & O
Maves: £ s d. £ s d
Agricultural labourers | 2,134 956 | 3090 | 1,617 426 | 2,043 | 5133 | 2010 - —
Blacksmiths - - 152 9o 242 19 22 101 343 | - - . 2 8 -
*Bout and shoemakers | . -1 - -1 - 1 ]- - 1 1 44 - - —_
Brickmakers - - 8 10 18 |- - 2 2 20 1 por thousand —
Bricklayers - - 56 46 109 46 5 41 143 | - - - 2 8 -
°Butchers - - - 2 6 8 |- . 2 2 10 36 - - —
*Bakers - - - 2 |- - 2 |- S . PR - 2 42 -~ - —
Carters - - - 1 - - 1 1 - - 1 2 28 - - —
Carpenters - - 328 291 543 176 84 260 803 | - . . 2 5 =
oCabinetmakers - 2 | - - 2 |« .- M - - 2 53 = - —
*Coachmen - - o |- ! I wl . . - 1. -{ 25 - - —
*Coopers - - - r |- - 1 |- -1 - -] - 1 47 10 - —_
*Domestic servants - 1 |- - 1. -1 - .- - 11 25 - - —
sGrooms - - - 6 |- - 16 4 |- - 4 20 26 - - _—
Gardeners - - 57 24 81 27 1 28 109 30 = - —
*Millwrights - - 1 1 2 |. - 1 1 3 . . - 2 5 -
Plasterers - - - 2 2 . - 1 3 | - - 2 8 =
Quarrymen - - 2 - - 2 1 - - 1 3 - - - 2 2 -
Shepherds - - 113 53 166 117 28 145 an 22 - - —
Stonemasons - - 59 41 100 30 13 49 149 | - . - 2 8§ -
Sawyers - - - 20 8 28 6 8 14 42 - - - 3 - -
*lailors - - -t . “ - “f- -1- - - -1 - {4 - -~ - =
Wheelwrights - - 17 20 37 12 8 20 5 |- . - 2 5§ -
Whitesmiths - - 9 8 17 1 1 2 19 (- - . 115 =
Miscellaneous - - 12 19 31 1 3 4 35 —_ —
Torars - -| 2997 1,505 | 4,502 | 2,115 Gos | 2,720 | 7,232
FEmaLES
Cooks - - - 29 8 37 19 5 24 61 16 ~ -
¢ Dressmakers - - 7 1~ - 7 1- -1 - - - - 7 12 10 -
Dairymaids - . 156 53 209 51 14 6 274 14 - -
Farm servants - - 205 100 365 37 32 69 434 10 ~ -
General houseservants| 561 400 961 478 230 714 1,675 14 - -
Housemaids - - 45 113 458 620 39 659 | 1117 14 - -
Housekeepers - - 6 1 7 30 14 44 51 14 - -
Kitchen-maids « - 46 6 52 1 - . 1 53 14 - -
Ladies’ maids - - 13 1 14 |- E - - - 14 10 10 ~
Laundresses - - 34 10 44 9 3 12 56 15 - -
Needlewomen - - 15 2 17 |- - |- -1- . 17 14 - -
*Nursery governesses - 5 1- - 5 |- -1 - -1- - 5 10 10 -
Nurse-maids - - 217 85 302 54 7 61 363 12 - -
Miscellaneous - - T |- - I - - .- . 1 —
Torass - -} 1,700 779 | -2,479 1,209 350 1,649 4,128

* Persous of these descriptions are not eligible for free passages under the existing bounty regulations.

Jmmigration Office, Francis L. S, Merewether,
Syducy, 22 August 1844, Agent for Inmunigiation,
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(H. b.)
‘ ABSTRACT ofthe RevENUE arising from Crown Laxs, from the 15t of January to the 3oth June 1843.
Proceeds Redemption Lej‘\'ﬁ’ of Town Rents of Land
PERIOD. of Quit-Rents. of cm“’:‘;‘rﬁg:; temporarily TOTAL.
Land Sold. Quit-Rents, into Grants, Leased.

Sypyey: £ & d. £ s d £ s d} £ s d, £ s d £ s d
January - -} 1,288 12 g 484 13 3 79 2 64} - - - 39 4 9| 1,891 12 B
February - - 593 10 10 1,014 3 10 252 13 4| - - - - - - 1,860 8 --
March - - 979 6 11 2,171 12§ 181 11 8§ . - - 211 8 6 3,543 19 4
April - - - 1,129 18 - 932 17 3 161 3 6§ - - - 42 19 51 2,266 18 2
May - - - 1,925 12 - 30 2 - 157 6 2{ - - - 160 -~ 8 2,873 - 10
June - - . 248 10 10 1,544 7 6 1391810 - - . 112 18 8 2,045 15 10

£ 6,165 10 g| 6,777 16 1 g71 16 -} « - . 566 12—~ | 14,481 14 10
Port PHiLLir:
January - - 14960 - ~| - . . - - - - - . - - . 1,360 = =
February - . — — —_— —_— — —
March - - -— — — — —_ —
April - . . B I T - -
May - - - 5._.. —_— —_ — — f.
June - - - 10 -~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - 10 =~ =
L3756 = =| = - .| -« - e f - = |« - | 1,375 - -
ToraLs - - £.] 7,540 10 g 6,777 16 1 971 16 - | - - - 566 12 - | 15856 14 10
Audit Oﬁice;SS‘),/g;); }1’,8?20 w South Walcg,} Wm, Lithgow, Auditor-Gencral.
(H. ¢)

ABSTRACT of the Revexur arising from Crowx Laxws, from the 1st July to 315t December 1841, being a
Continuation of a Return furnished to the Committee on Immigration, in July 1841,

Proceeds Redemption Rents of Leud
PLERIOD. ) :fc Quit-Reuts, ¢ oll ﬁfilo‘fg:f"‘;s tcmpomrilyl TOTAL.
Land Sold. Quit-Rents, into Grants. Leased.

Sypyey: £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
July - - -] 2,955 3 1 359 19 - 3716 8 - - . 3213 5| 338512 2
August - - 577 19 10 834 6 1 68 10 - 97 2 6 103 10 11 1,681 9 4
September - -1 2090 11 2 G664 5 5 14 ~ 10 2,237 11 3 597 7 1 5803 15 9
October - - 104 1 1 253 4 7 6y 3 4 15 4 6 97 110 538 15 4
November - - w27 6 4 354 1 - 267 - - 1116 g 161 2 3 1,521 5 10
December - - 633 19 3 479 9 9 234 8 4 159 1 6 174 7 51 10681 6 3

£ 7089 - g9 2,045 5 10 6go 19 =2 2520 16 - 1,166 2 11| 144412 4 8

Port PuiLnip:
July - - - 912 - ~-| - - - - - - - - - - - - 912 - -
August - - L714 5 ~| - - - - - - - - - - - - LN 5 -
September - | 6794 - -} - - - - - - - - - - - - 6,704 - -
Qctober - | wbo7 2 -| - - . - - . - .. - L. 1607 7 -
November - - 3,675 - -} - - - - . . - - - - - - 3075 - -
December - - 2u312 - - . . - - - - e . - - . 2,113 12 —
16,815 19 ~ - - - - - - - - . - - - 11681519 -~
ToraLs - - £.] 93,904 19 9 2,045 5 10 6go 19 2 2,520 16 - 1,060 2 11| 31,228 3 8

Leases of Town

Audit Office, Sydney, New Scuth Wales,)
' 18 July 1842, f

IV Lithgow, Auditor-General,
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NEW
SOUTH WALES.

Seapan—

(H.d. 1) >

ABSTRACT of the REVENUE arising from Crowx Lanps, from 18t July 1841 to 3oth June 18412,

with the probable Charges thercon during the same Period. -

SYpxEY, Port Puivie, ToTAL.
£ s d £ s d £ s d.
Proceeds of Land sold - - -~ < =} ag25411 6] 18,1650 19 ~| 3144510 6
Leases of Town Allotments converted into Grants | 2,520 16 - | - . - 2,520 16 ~
Quit-rents paid or redeemed - ~ = =} 11,38517 1| - - - | 11,385 19 1
Rents of Land temporarily leased  « - - 1,732 14 11| = - - 1,732 14 11
GRoss REvexve - - - £.| 28893 19 6| 18,190 19 - | 47,084 18 6

CHARGES A8 ESTIMATED:
Surveyor-General’s Department - - -1 18,150 -~ -~ 8,100 - -1 26,250 - =~
Aborigines - - - - - - 710 - -~ 8000 - - 8,710 - -
One-third of Treasury and Audit Office - -1 9,050 ~ - 300 - —-| 2400 -~ -~
’ ToraL CHARGES - - - £ 20,030 ~ -1 16490 - ~ 1| 37,420 -~ ~
Applicable to Immigration - £ 7906319 6| 170019 - 9,664 18 6
Audit Oﬂice;,ss?;gf: );’82:.“{ South Wnles,} Wm. Lithgow, Auditor-General.
(H.d. 2)

RETURN of the Revenus arising from the Sale of Crown Lawnps, and of the Amount paid for Immigration, and for other Services chargeable thereon,
for the Period from Ist January 1832 to 30th June 1842 ; specifying also the Number of Immigiants brought out at the Public Expense during the
same Period.

N Nugber of Tmmigrants '
brought to the Colony Charges on the Fund arising from the Sale of Crown Lands.
Proceeds of the at the Public Expense.
Sale of Land, |
: : Adults. e Aborigines,
Year, including Total Immigration, Department QOue-third including
Town and Suburban ;| Nuwe . of the Expense oft 411 of ihe
) K g |berof including of the Treasury Expense Total Charges.
Allotments, 3 '«é 2 [lmmi. Quarantine. Survey. A d'atugﬂi Mpfhe
= & £ |grants. udit Chce. 1 Border Police.
£ s d £ s d, £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
1832 12,509 13 10 1377 441 204) 782 5293 4 118] 1,766 9 -} 1451 1 8 1,138 2 23| 19,637 17 10}
1833 24,956 1 1 180 607  344; 1,031] 10,759 8 83| 12562 4 2%] 1,340 O 7 77319 9 25436 2 3
1834 41,844 0 1 30 519 23 642 7002 4 64| 12,400 - 9} 1474 5 8 942 - 9 22718 11 7%
1885 80,784 14 © 58 624 1220 699 11437 14 104( 11,218 16 10 1,691 12 3 1,825 17 91) 25574 1 9
1830 120,468 16 -~ G3 664 116 743] 11,894 11 11 3] 140,03 7 10%] 1,768 16 - 1,416 8 74 20083 4 5%
1687 120,187 12 § 664 811 885! 2,360; 69070 6 94| 173350 2 0}) 1,659 4 11} 2,884 11 114] 80964 6 6%
1838 116,324 18 11 | 1,602 1,673| 2,750 6.115 147,613 12 11 20,096 1 8 1,770 1L 5 4,786 1 7 174266 7 7
1830 152,002 16 4 | 2862 27700 2,608, 8,330/ 155,676 15 1} 19,112 4 - 2140 14 8 |§0,712 18 11 187,642 12 O
1840 816,626 7 & | 2,548] 2,761 1,366 6,675 111,694 3 84| 22197 9 0 24656 9 7 14,620 4 103} 150,983 7 11}
1841 00,387 16 10 | 7,124] 7,692 4,180]18,996] 322,226 16 10§ 27,407 17 2 2470 14 6 18,950 11 74} 871,066 - 2%
1842 7,640 10 9 | 2,06b] 2,180 1,106 5,354 107,772 17 -~ 10,985 18 9 1,185 4 9 5,540 3 10 125494 4 4
Totals | 1,090,683 17 2 | 17,421} 20,451} 13,864] 61,736] 051,241 17 43| 170,080 12 104|19,328 6 -3!63,097 2 ~ 1,212,756 17 81
Remarss:

The charges for immigration include the sum of 10,8401, paid as out-fits, and {or passages to 60 clergymen and 26 teachers, who ate not included
10 the number of other immigrants.
The total number of 51,736 15 exclusive of the immigrants for whem bounties were refused,
Of the total charges, the sum of 48,7G0/. was paid for 1n land and immigiation debentures, the redimption of which is still to be provided for.
The chiarges for immigration and suivey alone exceed the total proceeds of the land fund dunng the pesiod specified, by 39,747 L 135, 1 }d.
The payments by the Colonial Agent-general, from st January to 30th June 1842, have not been nouted.

Audit-Office, 8ydney, New South Wales,)
7 September 1842. it

109.

L

Willam Lithgow,

Auditor-General,
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At a Meeting of the Immigration Committee, held on Thursday, 11th August 1842, it
was moved that the following Resolution be adopted :—

“Tuar in the opinion of this Committec, the raising the minimum price of every descrip-
tion of land in this colony above 5s. an acre is impolitic, inasmuch asit has a direct tendency
to divert the emigration of British capitalists from this colony to the United States of
America, where fertile lands may be purchased at one dollar and a quarter per acre, which

rice has apparently been found by the American government to be sufficient on the one
]}:and to check the too rapid conversion of the labourer intv a landowner, and on the other

hand not so high as to oppose a bar to that investment of capital in the purchase of land
which is essentinl to the progress of colonization.”

Passed in the affirmative.

(K.

Cory of a Circular Letter addressed by the Colonial Secretary to the Holders of
Conditional Bounty Orders,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Sydney,
Siy, 11 September 1841,

I am directed by his Lxcellency the Governor to inform you, that it appears desirable to
draw the attention of parties who huve received conditional permissions to import persons
on bounty to the very rapid immigration now taking place into the colony ; and to point
out to them that it is very probable the Government may not be in a situation to pay
bounties in cases where they have been promised conditionally only; and that, at any rate,
none such can be paid until after all demands to which the Government is liable on account
of promises made unconditionally are satisfied.

I have, &e.

(signed) E. Deas Thomson.

(K. a)

A RETURN showing the Number of Permissions to import Immigrants on Bounty, granted in the several Quarters of Years,
between that which ended the 31st December 1837, and the Quarter end_ed the goth June 1840, which Permissions
respectively expired in the several Quarters between that which ended on the 316t December 1839 and the 3oth June

1842; showing also what Proportion of those Permissions was acted on, and the Proportion not acted on,

FAMILIES, SINGLE MALES. SINGLE FEMALES.,
Quarters during Quarters during
the cou rse of which which the 4 2 “ " - 5
the Permissions 5 .2 . -E = .8 b ’g . -?: 3 .9 s ‘g . 3 a 9
e . . - B o L = - Y - Q- - Qo -
were granted, Permissions expired g E £ é—‘_ 23 z £ £ H 4 5 g3 £ »g-. .g H
Quarter ending | Quarterending
91 Dee. 1837 | 31 Dec, 183y 888 471 417 358 26,4 94 358 306 52
a1 Mar, 18581 31 Mar. 1840 548 165 433 204 g4 170 264 24 140
40 June 1848 | 30 June 1840 G70 341 329 168 90 =8 168 104 64
30 Sept. 1838 | 30 Sept. 1840 33 1 22 171 4 169 171 2 169
51 Dec. 1838 | 31 Dec.1849 ! 1,466 " 1,390 325 59 266 341 66 275
3655 | 1,058 | 2,597 | 1,286 509 777 | 1,502 572 730
Quarter ending | Quarter ending
31 Mar. 1839 | 31 Mar. 184 810 742 88 110 110 - 110 110 -
g0 June 1839 30 June b4t 658 383 270 - - - - - -
a0 Sept. 1839 1 30 Sept.:¥q1 | 1,200 753 507 350 350 - 350 350 -
a1 Dee. 18301 a1 Dec. 1842 5n 349 182 10 10 - 11 11 -
91 Mar. 1840 ] a1 Mar. 1842 4,185 3,061 1,124 1,000 1,000 - 1,000 1,000 -
g0 June 1840 | 30 June 1842 | 2,003 | a3 2,870 528 12 4496 423 31 392
Torar - - - |14,022 6,484 7,038 3,284 2,011 1,273 3,190 2,074 1,122

Immigration Office, Syducey,
w2 August 1842,

Drancis Lo S Merewether,

Agent for Immigration,
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(L)
(No. 64.)

Cory of a Deseatcu from Lord Stanfey to Governor Sir George Gipps, respecting
Emigration on Bounty Orders.

Sir, Downing-street, 8 February 1842.
I nAvE received your despatch, No. 137, of the 17th July last, containing a report of the
amount of revenue actually received into the treasury of the colony in the half year ending
the goth of the preceding month.

On the receipt of that despatch, I called on the Colonial Land and Emigration Commis-
sioners for an estimate, as far as might be practicable, of the state of the land revenue of
the colony for the year 1841, and of the probable balance which would remain applicable to
emigration in the succeeding year, without having recourse to unusual measures.

1 enclose for your information a copy of the report which I have received from the Com-
missioners upon that point.

On a full consideration of all the circumstances, [ consider it necessary to suspend for
the present further emigration on bounty orders. However desirable it may be to keep up
a continued supply of emigrants to New South Wales, I cannot consent to anticipate its
land vevenues for that purpose ; and looking to the very large addition which will have been
made to its population in the course of the past and the commencement of the present year,
J am strongly inclined to believe that the supply of labour furnished will have been at least
equal to the demand, or at all events, to such a demand as would realize the fair expecta-
tions of the emigrants.

I am, &c.

Governor Sir George Gipps, (signed)  Stanley.

&e, &e. e

(M.)
(No. 42-955.)

Copy ofa LerTER from (. J. La Trobe, Esq. to the Clerk of the Councils at Sydney, relative
to the demand of the Colonists of Melbourne and the surrounding Districts for Labour.

Sir, Melbourne, 26 July 1842.

1 uave had the honour to receive your letter of the 18th June, requesting, by the desire
of the Committee of the Legislative Council (appointed to consider the question of immi-
gration generally, with the view of ascertaining the present and prospective demands of the
colonists for labour, and how the same may be most effectually and economically met),
that I would afford them such information, on certain points, as it might be in my power
to obtain.

Understanding that it was desirable that this report should be forwarded to you with as
little delay as possible, I immediately took such steps as lay in my power to meet your
wishes. I have now the honour to lay before the committee a brief exposition of the opi-
nions of a number of the better informed and influential gentlemen of this district, to whom
circumstances allowed me a ready access, in the form of a report, drawn up by two gentle-
men whom I commissioned to receive their several communications.

However briefly expressed, | trust that the information thus produced may be of use to
the Committee. My own opinions on the several points brought forward, coincide in the

main with those that are sct. forth in this document. f however request permission to add
a few brief remarks,

[ am decidedly of opinion that, taken as a body, the emigrants who have been sent to this
colony within the last 18 months, have been of an inferior description to those previously
supplied. From the knowledge I have gained of the character of a considerable proportion,
—u knowledge which can only be gnine([?uﬁer they have become colonists, I should say that
the object of the exporters at home had been to collect, and not to select; to secure ata
given time, the requisite number to fill the vessel, with as little trouble to themselves as was
consistent with a bare compliance with the letter of the Regulations. The large importations
we have received of so called labourers, marvied men with very large families from the south
and south-west of lreland, and single women from Bristol,Cork, Dublin,or Glasgow, havegiven
us ample occasions of finding to our cost that the letter of the Regulations may be tolerably
well followed, and yet the main object, tu cffect which they are framed, completely defeated.
With reference to the latter,it may be remarked, that the mere object of supplying the colony
with a proportion of females, may indeed be attained by such importations; but the above
are certainly not the localities likely to furnish a really valuable class of either farm or
domestic servants. Once furished with the requisite certificates, and passed by the officers
appointed to the duty in England, it is impossible for the local Board to reject an indivi-
dual presenting himself or herself here, unless occurrences during the voyage, that could
not be concealed, have given premature publicity to the impropriety of the selection.

From the cxperience we have had of the working of the new Regulations, I should say,
that all the precautionary measures taken by the Home Government, however strong, and
however strictly cairied out, are still insuflicient to secure the colonies against the intioduc-
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tion of a large proportion of exccedingly indifferent, if not of worthless hands. In the
collection of most of these, and their presentation for passage as bounty immigrants, perhaps
the exporters may have contemplated no deception ; the details set forth in the certificate,
and the signatures placed at its foot, may be real ; the party may be vne whom friends sin-
cerely wish to advantage by emigration. and not merely to get rid of; no direct fraud may
be contemplated, still he may not belong to the class of labourers which it is the object of
the Regulations to secure. But instances of gross fraud are not wanting, and when the
perfect impunity with which certain of these have been practised, is remarked, the suspicion
arises whether they are not much mcre numerous than is supposed.

To the majority of the frauds that h.ave been detected, the surgeons superintendent of
the ships must have been parties, directly or indirectly ; and I need not remind the Com-
mittee how great, when this is the case, rnd while the interests of that officer are bound up
with those of the importer, must be the difficulty of detecting the imposition.

Should the present system of bounty emigration be continued, I not only think that
further measures must be taken at home to enforce the selection of proper individuals, but
that it is imperative that the surgeon superintendent in every case should be a Government
officer, in the interest of the Government, and preferably a naval man of mature age and
experience. This officer should have the entire control over the medical stores and comforts
of every description, and a general power of providing that the provisions given out be
supplied of the quality and in the quantity prescribed by the Regulations. Perhaps, gene-
rally speaking, no exception can be taken to the medical talent of the gentlemen recently
chosen to fill the office of surgeon superintendent on board the emigrant ships ; but a great
want of experience in the management of large masses of emigrants on shipboar(f has
been evident, and this deficiency has, in several cases, been productive of exceedingly
serious results,

It may be well for the Committee to take into consideration whether the increase in the
rate of bounty has been attended by advantage or disndvantage, as far as the quality of the
labour supplied is concerned. 1 am scarcely in a position to prove it, but I am inclined to
thivk that the indifferent character of much of that imported since 1841, has been the
result of such augmentation, and the inducement held out, by the more considerable profit
to be reaped, for men of less established character to engage in the business.

The smaller degree of profit to be gained formerly, left the business in the hands of those
whose profits were derived from their ability to carry it on upon a large scale, With these
a careful selection was almost indispensable, as the rejection of even a small proportion of
the emigrants would exercise a very seiious effect on their gains, In the case of many of
the smaller speculators who have entered into the trade latterly, [ am convinced that there
has not only been a want of experience, but that the larger amount of the profits would
allow them to incur the risk of the rejection of a certain proportivn without serious incon-
vemence.

The attention of the Committee will have been doubtless drawn to the certain fact that,
from Mr. Marshall downwards, a practice has prevailed with many of the exporters, to
exact sums of vaiious amounts, under divers pretexts, from the emigrants, in part payment
of their passages ; this I cousider a most culpable practice.

These queries may be considered sufliciently answered by the accompanying report.

I coincide in the opivion expressed in the report, as to the proportion in which single
women and single men should be introduced into this distiict.

It is impossible for me to hazard an opinion in reply to this query. The sales of land
must depend upon the demand, and the demand upon the introduction of capital. I should
hope that some land may be disposed of, but I cannot flutter myself that the revenue to be
thus raised will be at all commensurate with the claims that must be wade upon it, even
leaving immigration out of the question.

I have vo hesitation in statiug, that I consider the projected loan to be both necessary
and expedient.

I consider that it would be well to provide for the introduction annually of about 4,000
ablebodied immigiants 1nto this quaiter, for two or three years to come; I have no doubt
but, if properly selected, that number would find ready employment ; they might perhaps
be introduced in the proportion of 2,000 single wen to ubout 1,500 of cach of the oiher
classes.

In addition to the report to which I have alveady alluded, I have the honour to enclose
a communication which bas been banded o my office by the immgration agent, accom-
panying a geneial return, illustrative of immigration into Jkis district, in bounty ships, from
1st Junuary 1841, to the closcof Febinary in the present year, which [ considered miglit be
useful to the committee; and fuither, areturn of the number of 1mmigrants of every de-
scription in the employ of, or in any way dependent on Government in this district at the
present date ; merely remarking, with reference to the latter, that no doubt can exist, hut
that all of thendividuals thus upon our hands would have found employment long ago
had they been of the proper description. This was clearly demounstrated on the arvival of
the ship “ Bail of Durham,” on the 18th of June, with 119 immigrants, the whole of
whoin, with the exception of four o1 five fannlies, were at once eageily engaged by the
scttlers or residants of the town and neighbourhood.

I have, &e.
fo the Clerk of the Councils, Svdney. (signed) C.J. La Trobe.
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(N)
(No. 42/1345.)

Cory of a LeTTER from Messrs. Pattersonand Lonsdaleto C.J. La Trobe, Esq. relative to
the demand for Labour in AMelbourne and the surrounding Districts.

Sir, Melbourne, 22 July 1842.

In compliance with your Honor’s directions, we have submitted the series of queries for-
warded to you by direction of the Comumittee of the Legislative Council, upon the subject of
immigration, to a considerable number of gentlemen, res:dents in the town and surrounding
district, who were most likely to be well informed; and we beg to submit a summary of
their opinions on the subject. ‘

It appears to be the general impression, that the character of immigration has not been
kept up during the last 12 or 18 months, as compared with that of former years; which
opinion is strongly expressed by syme of the gentlemen who have well considered the
subject.

The prevailing opinion is that the selection of emi%rants has not been conducted with
becoming care or attention ; and that in most cases they have not been Frocured from those
parts of the United Kingdom most likely to afford really good and useful servants.

The universal opinion is, that the description of labour chiefly required in the district
compriscs shepherds, good furm servants who can plough with reins or bullocks, reap,
sow grains, and use the spade; a few good gardeners, a few mechuanics, and some male
and female good domestic servauts who really understand their business, and who are of
goud churacter,

The actual demand for labour at present seems not to be very urgent, but the universal
opinion decidedly is, that should labour not continue to be regularly, and at short intervals
supplied, to a certain amount, the price will most certainly, and that very soon, attain its
former ruinous advance, with its usual attendants, insolence, disobedience, and reckless
carelessness on the pait of the employed towards the employers,

The late large importations of labour into the district has had the most beneficial effects ;
it has brought labour, or rather wages, down from their former oppressive price to a more
equitable rate; it has made servants of every class more obedient to their employers, and
more carcful and diligent in their respective callings; and it has placed the proprietors of
the soil in a position to cultivate and improve the land purchased trom the Crown, and has
thereby directed theirattention more to agricultural pursuits.

The present rates of wages appear to be as follow: —

First class farm servants, 25/ to 30 /. per annum, with ratious; second class farm ser-
vants, from 20 (. to 25/, per annum, with rations; shepherds, from 25 £ to 30, per annum,
with rations ; rough carpenters to be employed on a farm, from 30l to 50/. per annum;
female furm and dairy servants, from 154 to 20/. per annum, with rations; and house-
maids, from 10 to 157 with rations; good mechanics, such as carpenters, joiners, smiths,
wheelwrights, &c., from 10s. to 155, per diem, and find themselves.

If these mechanics are hired by the year, and rationed, they receive from 30/ to 70l
a year.

The general opinion of the best informed is much in favour of a loan, to be raised upon
the security of the land revenue, for the purpose of 1mmigration.

migration to these colonies has been heretofore conducted in two different modes, viz:
by ships chartered Ly the Home Goverument, and by slips sent out by private individuals,
cach on the bounty system.  We are not in possession of sutficient data whereby to form
an opinion as to the relative merits of the two methods.

As respeets the question 1o what extent immigration may be required in futare, we have
no hesitation in giving it as our opimon, which is also the decided opinion of all the
gentlemen consulted on the subject, that during the next 12 months the wants of the
district will require at the 1ate of go famnlics, each not to have more than one child, or if
more than one child to each family, the youngest of such family of children not to be less
than 10 years of age; unmarried males, chiefly consisting of agricultural labourers and
shepherds, and a few good house servauts, at the Jeast 603 unmarvied feinales, good house-
muids, not less than go. The above proportions, if vegularly introduced each month in the
yeur, might wect the wants of the district.  But many circumstances may occur meantime
to require a much larger supply of labour.  We beg further to observe, that during the last
two years, too great a proportion of manied people, with large families of childien, have
been brought out to the colony. The settlers would not engage this description of labour,
on account of the children, who could not be of any use to them.

The consequence was, that hundieds of mariied men could not find employment in either
town or country, and were thrown on the bounty of Government, who, to save them and
their families fium starvation, gave them employment in the pubhic woiks.
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A large proportion of single fomales, chiefly from the south and south-west of Ireland,
have been imported into the colony during the last 18 months, These young women have
been found 8o totully unqualified for the common wants of the colony, most of them having
never been in service at home, and being utterly unacquainted with the duties of house-
maids, could not find employment but with the greatest difticulty. They consequently
became a heavy burden on Governwent, who has supplied them all along with rations and
lodglings. The number of this description of females, we are happy to say, has been gra.
dually reduced to 18 at the present time. Jtought to be known that these helpless peasants
have at all times been very desirous to obtain employment, and have generally shown
virtuous dispositions.

Several single girls, most of them 1ot exceeding 16 years of age, selected in large towns,
such ns London, Liverpool, Leith, and Bristol, gencrally turned sut badly, and soon resumed
their former nbandoned habite. Therefore to obtuin good, useful, and virtuous farm and
domestic femule servants, the country Lowns and rural districts in England, Scotland, and
the north of Ireland, are to be proferred.

First rate useful mechanics and handicraftsmen are mostly to be procured in large towns.

We bieg further to observe, that the regulation which requires that an equal numbor of
single males and of single females be introduced into the colony might be modified with
advantage. 'The single men on theirarrival here obtain enuyloyment at once, aud can engage
to go any distance into the country, where they are chiefly required. The single females,
on the contrary, are obliged to look for situations in the town or neighbourhood, where they
can be under the protection of a mistress ; consequently, the demand for their services is
vastly less than thut for single men. We give it as an opinion that the relative proportic..
of single females to single men ought to be ns six of the former to 10 of the latter.

Queries No, 2 and No. 7 were not submitted with the others for the opinions of the
gentlemen, as it was considered that the public generally could not be informed on these
subjects. But from what hus fallen under our own notice, we beg to give the following
opinions :

The arrangements made for the health and comfort of the immigrants have been in most
cases satisfactory ; in others, indifferent; and in others again, decidedly bad, In the
indifferent clags, one or more articles of provisions were found cither bad in quality, or
deficient in quantity to last the wholo of the voyage. In the decidedly bad, several of the
articles of provisions were not only bad in quality, but deficient in quantity for the con-
sumption of the entire voyage. In two or three cases, the quantity of medical comforts sent
on board for the voynge seemed deficient ; and in one or two other instances, the surgeon-
superintendent appenred to have ncted with more regard to the interest of his employer, in
the distribution of these comforts, than to the dictates of libsrality aud humanity.

With regard to this question, we find it next to impossible to give any definite or satis-
factory answer; but we may not be tur wrong in concluding, that but a small and inadequate
sum for the purposes of imnigration can be calculated on within the next 12 months, The
severe pressure of the times has so generally prevailed in these colonies for a considerable
time back, that we think it can scarcely be removed within the above period; and uunless
a good mung capitalists artive on our shores, we are of opinion it would not be prudent to
attempt making laige sales of Crown lands.

We are, Ke.

His Honor C. J. La Trobe, Esq. (signed)  Jokn Patterson,
Superintendent of Port Phillip. W, Lonsdale.

STATEMENT
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STATEMENT of the Ponts from which Vessers sailed with Emionants for New South Wales,
betwoen the 18t of July 1841 and goth of June 1842; showing the Number of Bounty Immi~
grants, classified according to their Religions Persuasions.

Number NUMBER OF EMIGRANTS.
SAILED FROM, uf
Vessels, | Protestants, C’jﬂ:‘;{;’;ﬂ Jews. | Freetinkers.| TOTAL.
London ux;d Plymouth . 3 2,685 2,862 a9y - - 5574
Liverpool - . . 22 3,085 2706 | - - 3 55794
Brisfol - - - - 2 255 g6 - - . - 351
Greenock  « - - 19 2,816 864 - - . - 3,680
Leith -« - - 4 204 | - - - - 205
Dundee - - - 1 155 75 . . . - 230
Cork - - - - 19 1,134 2,408 3 - - 3,635
Kingstown - - - 1 w7 185 - - . . 262
Torars « - - 97 10,411 9,287 30 3 19,731
Inunigration Office, Sydncy, Francis L. S. Mercwether,

8 August 1844, Agent for Immigration,

(P.)

RETURN showing the Number, classificd according to their Religious Persuasions, of Bounty
Immanrants landed at Sydney and Port Phillip respectively, between 1st July 1841 and
goth June 1842,

WIHERE LANDED, Protestauts, | Roman Catholics. Jews, Freethinkers, TOTAL.
Bydney - - - 6,410 5,006 27 3 12,340
Port Phillip - - - 4,001 3,381 3 - - - 7,385

Torats - - - 10,411 0,287 30 3 19,731
Immigration Office, Sydney, Francis L. 8. Merewether,
8 August 1842, Agent for Immigration,

100, L4
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RETURN of the Native Counties of the Bounty Inmionants,

(Q~NEW SOUTH WALES. - - .

who arrived in the Colony between the st of J anuary 1841 and 30th June 1842;

ENGLAND AND WALES.
Northern Counties. Southern Counties, Midland Counties, Eastern Counties, WALES,
4 52 PR 54 5=
Counties, '§mg Counties. g;é, Counties, [ 3 Counties, g 53’ Counties, 'g 5
a5 z's z's ] ]
Northumberland . 77 Kent « . -] 857 | Cheshire - | 174 | Lincoln - - 62 | Caernarvonshire - 7
Cumberland . .| 06| Sussex- . .| ge7 [Derdyshiee -1 a5l . 1 Denbighshire 20
Nottinghamshire - 86 .
Westmoreland -« . 41 | Surrey o) 18T ] Sefurdshice . - gp  Huntingdon - - 10 | Flintshire <« » 4
Durham - - . 20 | Hampshire - «}] 100 | Warwickshire -« 75 | Cambridge - . 24 | Merionethshire - 8
Yorkshire - «| 461 | Berkshire - - 81 W?rcesters'hlre "1 sumon = =} 16 | Montgomeryshire « 9
Leicestershire 36
ZLancaster - « | 1,292 | Dorsetshire - - 45 Rutiandshire R 1 Bedford - - 6 | Cardiganshire - 3
Isleofman . . 27 | Wiltshire . .| 147 | Northamptonshire « 80 { Hertford . . 85 | Radoorshire - « ~
Somersetshire -| 303 | Buckinglamshire - 28 Essex = . . 87 | Pembrokeshire 57
Oxtordshire ~ - 27 .
Devonshire - .| 852 Gloucestershire - | 2gg | Middlesex « - | 657 | Caermarthenshire - 3
Corawall . -| 182 | Mosmouthshirg - 26 Brecknockshire = 1
Alderncy .« .| 1g [ Herefordshire -1 a0 Glamorganshire = | 87
Shropshire - - 84
Jersey - . . 1 Anglesea -~ - 11
Isle of Wight - 1
Torars - -12028) - - . .fweer). . . _frmef. . . loewl. . . . 155

Immigration Office, Sydney,

8 August 1842,

N.B.—The Totsl numbers from England, 8cotland,

(RYSH)—NEW SOUTH WALES, . -

RETURN of the Ages, Native Countries, Religion, Education, &c. of the Bounty

AGE AND SEX. NATIVE COUNTRY.
ADULTS. CHILDREN.
England
Males From 7 to 15, From Lto 7. Under 1 Year, TOTAL, and Beotland, | Ireland,
Males Females trom 15 .
bove 18, | above 15 . Wales,
above 18. ‘ to 18, Male. | Female, | Male, | Female. | Male. | Female.
9,203 9,719 200 1,232 1,086 L1579 1,118 411 392 25,330 6,193 2,245 16,892

Immigration Office, Sydney,

8 August (842,

® Return (8) has becn embodied in Return (R.)
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showing the Number from each County, and the aggregate Number from ezch of the grand Subdivisions of England, Seotland, and Ireland.

SCOTLAND. IRELAND,
Northern Counties, Southern Counties, ULSTER. LEINSTER. CONNAUGIHIT. MUNSTER.
g4 54 54 g4 54 ‘ 34
Counties, Eé Counties. 'g ,§ Counties. 'g ,§ Counties, E ;°’, Counties. 55 Counties. '§ 5
z'S 25 %' ] z's G
Caithness - 23 | Edinburgh -| 394 | Donegall - | 455 | Longford - | 117} Leitim- - 8t { Clare - =]1,001
Suherland -} - | Haddiogton -1 290y o gonderry - | 461 | West Meath - | 242 |Sligo - -] 03 |Kery - | 82
y g Ty
Ross-shire 83 | Berwickshire - 25
N \ ; i . ..
Cromarttie - - | Roxburghshire ag Auntrim 044 | East Meath 156 | Mayo 93 | Cork 1,181

Nairnshire - 9 | Selkirkshire - § ] Fermanagh ~-| 920} Louth - - | 210 Galway « 11,024 | Waterford -~} 121
Inverness-shire 05 | Peebles - 14
Murrayor Elginf 15 | Lanarkshire - 383
Baoff - - 6 | Dumfries-shice 78 Down - - [ 511 | Kildare -1 309 Limerick - {1,182
Aberdeenshire 58 | Galloway - 38§ Cavan - -] 694 ] Dublin- -y 777
Kincardine - 11 | Ayrshire -] 125

Tyrone = - {1,233 } King’s County | 447 | Roscommon -] 399 | Tipperary - 12,650

Monaghan - | 316 | Queen's County| 197
Forfarshire - { 129 | Dumbarton - 56
Fifeshie - | 162 | Argyleshire - | o2 | Armagh - 465§ Carlow . -] 119
Kinross - 9 | Renflrewshire 179 Wicklow -] 187
Clackmannan 9 | Stirling - - 68 Kilkeony - | 382
Perthshire - | 202 | Linlithgow = 2
Orkney & Shet. Bute - - 7 Wexford -] 208

land Isles - 7

- - - 788 | - - - 507 ) - - - 16,080 - - - 13346 - - - {1,690 ] - - - 16,167

and Treland respectively, are shown in Appendix (R.)
Francis L. S. Merewether,
Agent for Immigration,

-+ - < « + « « < (R)S)NEW SOUTH WALES.

Tamrorants, who arrived in the Colony from 1st January 1841 to 30th June 1842,

RELIGION. EDUCATION. MARRIED OR SINGLE ADULTS.
Roman Free. NUMBER OF ADULTS W10 CAN MARRIED, SINGLE.
Protestants. Jews,
Catholics. thinkers, —~ \
R‘c\[,‘;l”zt’d Read only. NI f(;trhs:}:};f‘d Male. Female. Male. Female.
13,198 11,702 37 3 11,361 3,798 3,853 4431 4,387 4,862 6,332

Francts L. 8. Merewetter,
Agent for lmmigration,

109, M
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(T.)—NEW SOUTH WALES.

RETURN of MoRrtaL1TY on board of ImyiaraNT Suirs which arrived in Port Jackson between
the 15t of July 1841 and the present Period,

19

20
27
28
29
30
31

33

DATE ADULTS, CHILDREN.
NAME OF SHIP, of TOTAL.
ARRIVAL. Males. | Females, Males, Females.

1841
Herald - - « -JasJuly - 1 2 7 6 16
Ellen - - - - | 21 July - 5 3 3 2 13
Queen Victoria - - | 26 July - 1 . - 3 2 6
Burhampooter - =] 7August. |- . 1 - - 1 2
Cadet -~ - - -] 9 August - 1 1 11 6 19
Pearl - .« -1 17 August - | - - 1 1 - - 2
Eleanor - - - - | 22 August « 2 2 5 4 13
Llizabeth - - - | 23 August. - 1 1 5 4 11
Forth - . = - 128 August - 1 2 - - 2 5
Percy - - - - | a8 August - { - - 1 1 2 4
Runnymede - - -} 30August-| - - |- - 1 - - 1
Adam Lodge - - - | 30 August - | - - 2 2 7 11
John Renwick . - 1 8ept. - 3 3 4 1 11
China - . -« =1 78cpt |- - 2 2 6 10
United Kingdom - -1 78ept. - - - 1 19 20 40
Gilbert Henderson - - | 10 Sept. - | - -1- - |- 2 2
Canton - -« <118 8ept. - |- - - - 4 7 11
William ‘Turner - - | & October 1 - - 1 2 4
Lady Kennaway - -1 12 October | - - 1 1 3 5
Livingstone - - « | 21 Qctaber | - .| - -1 - 3 3
New Yoik Packet - - | 23 October 1 1 4 5 1t
Ayrshire - - - | 25 October 2 3 12 5 23
Fairlie - - - -1 5Nov. -1}. - - . 4 2 O
Larne - - - -1 6 Nov. - 3 1 3 3 10
Trinidad - - - 6 Nov., -{- - 2 1 1 4
Joseph Cunard - - | 28 Nov. - 1 1 7 2 1t
Albatross - - -{30Nov. 1. - 2 1 1 4
Comet - - - -] 3Dee. -1}- - 1. - 1 2 3
Columbing - - - 3 Dee. - 1 - - 1 % 4
William Jardine - - | 23 Dee. - 1 1 1 - - 3
LEmereld Isle - - -1 23Dee. -1 - - 1 1 1 :
Lalla Rookh - - - | 26 Dee. -] - -1~ - 1 - . 1
Lady Clarke - - - | 20 Dee, - 1 - - - - - 1

1842:
Marchioness of Bute - | 7oy |- - 1 1 2 4
Wilson - - - - 7Jdamury | - - 1 1 ] 3
Dake of Re: purgh - - | 10 January 1 2 3 4 10
Anne Milne - - - | 17 January 1 1 9 8 19
Agnes Ewing - - - | 18 January 1 3 4 5 13
Murgaret - - - | 24 January | - - - - 11 12 23
(‘urt?mginian - - - | 28 January 2 - - 4 2 8
Hope - - - - | 29 January 4 4 2 2 12
William Sharples - - | 29 January 2 3 - 2 7
Alfied - - - - | 2g January 1 i 2 - - 4
Mathesis - - - | 30 January 1 H 1 3 6
Champion - . . | 13 Vebruary 2 1 4 5 12
Agnes - - - - | 13 February i - - - - - - 3 :
Broom - - - - | 13 Fucbruarvy 4 2 11 10 2
Sir Edward Paget - « { 14 February | - - 2 1 2 5
Sarah Botsford - - | 15 Pebroary 1 1 2 1 5
Nabob - - - - | 20 F'chruary | - -l- - 4 13 17
Palestine - - -{ G March - | - - - 1 - - 1
Woodbridge - - - | 8 March - 1 4 1 4 10
Sir Chmles Napier - -l 1w Apnl - 1 1 vi 2 11

Torars - - - 48 ) 150 185 472

Sydney, 21 June 1842,

Arthur Savage, Health Oflicer,
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{U.)—~RETURN of Sures placed in Quarantine, at Port Jackson, between the 1st of July 1841 and the present Period,

DIED ON BOARD. DIED IN QUARANTINE.
Date
\ v
No, NAME OF SHIP. of Adults, Children. Adults. Children.
Arrival, ToraL. Torat.
Males. |Females.] Mules, | Females. Mules. | Females.] Males. |Females.
1} Eleanor = - B - | 22 Aug. 2 2 5 4 13 - - - - -
2 | New York Packet - =123 Oet, - 1 1 4 8 11 4 4 1 - 9
3] Ayshiee -~ - . .25 Qct, - 2 3 12 5 22 - 1 1 - 2
Totats - - - 5 G 21 14 46 4 5 2 - 11
—
Arthur “avage, Health Officer.

Sydney, 21 June 1842,

(V)—RETURN of the Amount of Quananries Exvenscs charged against Parties importing Immigrants on Bounty into New South Waules
between the 1st of January 1841 and the 30th of April 1842,

. Date Immigrants, ‘ Amount
Name of Ship. Name of Importer. Nawe of Agent, of Arrival, {where Landed., Oflg‘l}l)zrnusrgme REMARKS.
£ s d

Eleanor -~ [ Messrs, Thomas Gore | - = Messrs. Carter & | 22 August | Sydney -] 855 ~ - | .. The quarantine expenscs of the
& Company. Bonus, “ Margwet”’ and ¢ Ayrshire,” a-
mounting to 6411, 15s. 5d. were
New York Packet | John Miller  ~ - | - - Messts, Shepherd | 28 October | Sydney -] 032 2 5 defrayed by the Government, as n
& Red. those cases the extstence of discase
was not considered to be attributable
Agricola - - | Jonathan B3, Were | -« Messrs, Carter & | 3 October | Port Phullip | 264 J3 8 | to neglect on the part of the 1m-

Bonus. portess or their officers.

Torar - - - £ 11,651 16 1
R

Immigiation Office, Sydney,
G May {842, 5

(WI=ABSTRACT from the Retunys of the Commissioners of Crowy L asps, for the Ialf Yea, from Lst January to 30th June 1841
the Number of Persons oceupying Stations beyond the Limits of Location, the Population, the extent of I

Number and Description of Live Stuck.

Francis L. S. Merewether,

Agent for Immigration.

5 showing

Land under Cultivation, and the

Number Nu:}ber Nuwber of l’erqons:_xil each [hstrict, ] ST OCK. Assessment
Acres . Cattle as caleulated
DISTRICTS, of under Free. Bond. . including | Sheep, Lou the
Stations, | Cultiva- Torat. § Hores  |Calvesabove m('lu«h:ixg Sl\ url:xbcr of
g N s weanc touk given.
tion, Male. | Female. | Male. | Female b I\(I)("[r’\ths Lambs, B
£ o d
Port Macquarie = = 30 630 7 a7 192 8 121 216 12,013 | 43,282 167 19 -1
New Eogland - - 78 750 | 421 10 13 t 881 385 21,120 | 257,012 672 5 |
Liverpool Plains - 135 313 617 83 %6 6 142 1,325 121,452 203,481 1387 1 3
Bligh - - - 43 425§ RATH 11 197 - H24 220 24,003 135,311 1o 7 21
Wellinglon ~ - 07 610 512 56 205 - 863 531 30,400 | 187,538 581 7T 11}
Lachlan -« - o | a7a0y] s08 147 21 3 591 1,100 36,632 | 105711 163 1 -
Murrumbidgee - ~» 150 1,726 755 P 158 7 1,163 1,139 66,996 162,139 TG 2 63
Mancroo - - - 152 | 2363 | 73 213 152 6 |51 | 2308 B4,691 | 212656 | 1,002 6 6}
Torats -« - - 761 0,761 1,157 T2 2704 31 T80T 7,623 398,216 1,397,169 5,105 1o 74
Coloursl Freasin, Syduey, .
22 June 1h {2, J C. D, fuddell,
M2
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(X.)~NEW SOUTH WALES,

ABSTRACT from the Returns of the Comwissionens of Crow¥ Lanps, for the Half Year, from 1 July to 31 December 1841; showing the
Number of Persons occupying Stations beyond the Limits of Location ; the Population ; the Extent of Land under Cultivation ; and the Number
and Description of Live Stock,

Number Number of Persons in each District, STOCK. Assessment
Number| of as calculated
DISTRICTS. of | Acres Free. Bond.  Cattle, | Sheep, on the
. under "gl'{:‘;:g including
Stations. | cultiva- TOTAL.} Horses. above weaned Number of
twon. | Male, | Fomale.| Male, | Female. Six (I;\lffmhl Lambs. | Stock given.
£ s d
Port Macquarie - - 46 707 269 72 226 5 572 272 14,291 58,673 21419 1
Now England - - 85 881 519 74 512 3 1,112 454 26,277 853,417 9206 8 10
Liverpool Plains  -| 154 | 435 | 778 106 | 642 6 1432 | 1,501 | 143,972 | 330,033 |1,62418 1}
Bligh - - - 47 232 307 29 163 - - 499 204 27,648 152,174 492 17 7
Wellington - - 69 5383 546 64 210 3 RT3 640 28,126 207,214 615 9 8
Lachlan - - - 102 2,087 550 164 217 15 236 1,170 36,362 111,452 474 1 7
Murrumbidgee - - 148 1,762 743 235 432 6 1,416 1,477 72,821 183,519 855 18 6
Maneroo -~ - -| 155 | 2,647 | o038 | 30 | 361 15 1553 | 2800 | 87,850 | 242,266 [1,080 11 0}
Totats - -] 806 | 98124 4,650 | o713 | 2007 | 63 85373 | 6,008 | 437,250 | 1,047,748 |6274 - 2
g Com Ty c. .

(Y.)—NEW SOUTH WALES,

ABSTRACT from the Returns of the Commissionens of Crown Laxps, for the Hulf Year, from 1 January to 38 June 1842; showing the
Number of Persons occupying Stations beyond the Limits of Location; the Population; the Extent of Land under Cultivation; and the Number
and Description of Live Stock.

Number Number of Persons in each District, STOCK Assessment
Number of as calealated
DISTRICTS. of | Ao Free. Bond. Cattle, 1 Sheep, on the
under o "al]\;s",:g including
Stations. | Culuva- FOTAL.} Horses. above weaned Number of
tion, Male, | Female.} Male. | Female. fix 2{:_(‘”15 Lambs, | Stock given,
£ s d
Clarence River® - — — —_ — — — — — — — —
Port Marquarie - 25 631 112 47 130 3 204 191 9,711 12,917 9 8 7
New England - - 76 1,046 5660 120 428 7 1,121 432 26,030 266,034 | 763 19 10
Liverpool Plains - 144 4594 681 98 425 4 1,208 1,526 143,780 248,676 {1,422 19 3
Bligh - - . 43 218§ 309 56 104 2 471 301 24,372 118860 | 403 14 3
Wellington - - 62 GO7 499 73 233 1 799 619 26,960 182,649 | 856 15 10}
Lachlan = - - 105 1,855 584 164 212 & 995 1,324 46,478 116,474 | 5640 13 10
Murrumbidgee - - 155 1,516 547 250 254 L] 1,057 1,650 70,929 234,050 | 9563 8B 2§
Mancroo - - - 146 2,727 992 268 375 13 1,648 2,826 86,5322 10,168 {1,032 13 9
Torars - -| 756 | 8,963 | 4275 | 1,082 _Tz;oa 43 | 7,793 8,500 | 432768 | 1410728 {6,778 8 7
* Return has not yet been furmshed by the Commissioner for thiy distnet,
Colontn) Treasury, ) ¢. D. Riddell.

sedoey, 22 June 1512, f
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(Z.)
IMMIGRATION, 1842.

MINUTES or EVIDENCE taxeN BEFORE THE IMMIGRATION COMMITTEE,

LIST OF WITNESSES.

F.L.S. Merewether; esq. p. 85 | L.V.Dalhunty,esq. - p. 111 | F. Ogilvie,esq. - - p.132
A. Savagelesq. ~ - p. 92 | G. Cox,esq. - - - p. 114 | A. R. Denison, es(}. -p 134
J.L.Innes,esq. -~ - p. 95 | H. O’Brien,esq. - - p. 116 } Hon. C. D. Riddell, esq, p. 185
H. H. Browne,esq. - p. 98 | G, M‘Leay, esq. - - p.118 | L. Macalister, esq. =~ p, 187
W. H. Christie, esq. - p. 101 | R. Scott, esq. - - p 121 | SirT. L. Mitchell- . p, 138
W. A. Miles, esq. ~ - p, 102 | M. H. Marsh, esq. - p.124 | Mr. W.Jaques « - p, 140
T. Icely, esq. - - p. 109 | E. Mackenzie, esq. - p. 129 | W, Miller, esq. ».c. ¢. - p. 142

The Right Reverend THE LORD BISHOP OF AUSTRALIA, in the Chair,

Wednesday, 256 May 1842. NEW
Francis Lewis Shaw Merewether, esq. Agent for Immigration ; called in, and Examined, SOUTH WALES.

———

1. YOU are Agent for Immigration, and Chairman of the Immigration Board ?—I am. F 1, 8 Merewether,

2. How long have you held these offices ?—About ten months. Esq.

3. During that time, it has been your duty to examine the immigrants on arrival ?-— —

It has. 25 May 1842,

4. Have the immigrants introduced within that period been exclusively on the bounty
system ?—Yes.

5. Can you furnish the Committee with a Return of the immigrants introduced into this
colony on whom bounty has been paid, or is now payable, from the date of the Returns in
last year’s Report up to the present period ?—1 can, and will prepare such a Return.

6. Does the principal business of examining into the qualifications of immigrants in their
arrival, devolve upon you?—It does.

7. Are you suﬁli)ciently acquainted with the proceedings in previous years to institute a
cownparison between the immigration of those years and the present; and do you consider
that the character of immigration has been kept up 7—I am not 8o well acquainted with
the conduct and character of Immigration previously of my taking charge of the depart-
ment as to be able to institute a comparison between that of the past ten months, and that
of any former period.

8. Can you speak, in a general way, as to the suitablencss, to the general wants of the
colony, of the immigrants introduced within the period over which your experience extends ?
—My general impression is, that they have been ill selected.

9. Do you mean to say you are of opinion, that the ill-selected immigrants outnumber
the really useful 7—The demand for labour has been such, that any man with a pair of hands
would be found useful in this colony ; I cannot therefore say, that those immigrants, who
appear to me to have been ill selected, have not been really useful. 'What [ mean to state
is, that neither physically nor morally have they been of so good a description as might
have heen chosen, and as the colony had a right to expect. As regards the English, I feel
myself competent to speak more positively ; and of therr eligibility generally, with the ex-
ception of the artificers, my opinion is anything but favourable. With regard to the Irish,
I think that I shall be borne out by the testimony of better judges than myself, when I
express my opinion, that u large proportion of those recently landed here have been far from
favourable specimens of their country’s peasantry. I speak with greater confidence on this
subject than I should ctherwise feel myself justified in doing, with so limited an experience
as | possess, because 1 am aware that my opinion coincides with that of all the other mem-
bers of the Immigration Board, who have had the opportunity of comparing the recent with
the former Immigration. I am also the more convinced of the correctness of my judginent,
by the opinion of an officer of the Govermnent in England, resident at a port from which a
large number of the most ineligible immigrants have been shipped. His opinion, formed on
or before the embaikation of the emigrants, I will take the liberty of submitting to the
Committee in support of that formed by myself on their arrival here. The remarks to
which 1 refer are as follows :—¢ If I had anything to do with the selection of the can-
didates, it strikes me, that a goodly number of those gone fromn hence would have lost their
passage. You pag' liberally, and have therefore a right to expect 2 good article; but I fear
some will be found burdens instead of benefits.”

10. In what respect do you consider them ill selected 2—Many of the single women have
been proved to be of notoriously bad characters; and many also to have been of a class
much above that prescribed by the regulations, and in every way unsuited to the present
demand in the colony. Amongst the men, the immigrants whom I characterize as ill-
selected, have been a number of these imported under the description of “agricultural
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labourers,” which appears to have borne in England a most comprehensive signification,
and to have included every grade of persons not mentioned in the Bounty Regulations, from
classical tutors down to “lumpers” and “ hodmen.” I do not think that one-third of the
number calling themselves agricultural labourers, were really such. In many cases, where
men have really been out-door manual labourers, though ignorant of agriculture, and have been
so represented originally in their certificates, the bounty agents, aware that such persons
were not properly eligible, appear to have supplied the deficiency, by prefixing “Agl” to
their more correct description of themselves, given in the general term ¢ labourer.”

11. Do you consider those calling themselves shepherds to be of a better description than
the agricultural labourers 2—Their number was very small, and they were, I think, decidedly
of a better, and the greatest part of them of a good description.

12. If the immigrants designated “ agricultural labourers” were not such, why were they
recommended by the board for bounty 7—Many were not recommended by the Board for
bounties ; others were recommended from want of proof, or from absence of well-grounded
suspicion at the time, that the individuals were of other callings than that represented. In
some cases of this latter description, the amount paid to the importers has been charged
against them out of sums payable to them on account of immigrants subsequently intro-
duced. In very many instances, individuals professing to be agricultural labourers, have
proved to be uiterly unacquainted with the ordinary work of a farm servant, thouch evi-’
dently country people ; asin the case of many of the Irish, whose experience has heen
found not to extend beyond potatoe culture. }’t was, however, considered by the Eoard,
that such men, though ignorant of agriculture, would be serviceable as shepherds.

13. But in point of fact, bounty was refused on a considerable number from want of
qualification 2—Yes, I hand in a Return of the number. (Return put in.) :

14. How much per cent. has been deducted for disqualification from the total amount of
bounties claimed ?—Abour four and a half.

_15. Have you had reason to suppose that the regulations, established by the Commis-
sioners, for the examination of the certificates of intending emigrants, have been found
insufficient to prevent imposition ?—I have been informed that a very large number of cer-
tificates have been rejected by the Commissioners as unsatisfactory documents, but in very
many instances the vigilance of those officers has been eluded.

16. Can you state what precautions are established by the regulations of the Commis-~
sioners to prevent unsuitable persons from emigrating to this colony ?—Every emigrant
is required to furnish himself with a certificate of health, age, character, and other requisite
particulars, signed by a medical practitioner, and by two housebolders of repute, which sig-
patures are certified by either a clergyman or a magistrate, or both. These certificates,
when duly prepared, are transmitted to the office of the Colonial Land and Emigration
Commissioners, and there examined ; or in case any deficiency in the number of persons
embarking occurs on the eve of the sailing of a vessel, the Government agent, at the port of
embarkation, has the power of examining and passing these certificates, It is the duty of
this last-mentioned ofticer to inspect the emigrants before their departure, and to compare
their appearance and their own representations of themselves, with the statements on the
face of their certificates. If satisfied that the individuals are such as they are represented.
to be, he allows them to embark, but not otherwise.

17. Notwithstanding these precautions, deceptions still take place 17—Yes.

18. Can you offer an opinion as to the particulars in which these deceptions are prac-
tised 2—As the most satisfactory mode of answering this question, [ beg to quote from my
official records, a few cases of aftempted or intended frauds which have been brought within
the knowledge of the Immigration Board.

(1.) Bounty refused on ,a single man, in consequence of the following statement
made by the party presented for examination under that name :—He said that he was 2 mer-
ried man ; that he had heard before his embarkation that his wife was dead, but he was not
sure of the fact, and that he had left a child of four years old living with his wife’s mother ;
his real name was ~——— ——, but he had been induced by Mr. , 2 sub-agent employed
by the importers, to embark under the name above mentioned; he had left his native
place, , from inabilityto obtain employment, and was working at ——, at the time when
the —— was on the point of sailing from that port ; he saw Mr. , who was also then
in ——, and applied to him for a passage; Mr. told him that a certificate would be
necessary, which it was then too late to obtain, but that he had one in his possession in
favour of one who did not intend to embark, and if he, , would assume that
pame, all difficulty would be removed. So the matter was arranged. appeared before
—— the Commissioners’ agent at ——, with —— ——s certificate, and the bounty sub-
agent was by “to put words into his mouth.”
was represented in her certificate as 2 single woman, 29 years of age ; she
was presented as such to the Board, though her appearance would bespeak at least 50 years;
from an application for afree passage ineflectually made to the Commissioners in the year
1840, and from other documents which have been lodged in my hands, she has been shown
to be more than 40; to have Leen married, and to have a daughter in the colony 16 ycars
old. In this case, an alteration in the figures marking her age appears to have been made
subsequently to the original preparation of the document.

(3.) It appears from her own evidence, and the evidence of a party present at the time,
that —— ——, at the suggestion of a clerk, in the office of Mr. ——, a sub-agent, cm-

ployed by the importer to collect immigrants for him, and with the sanction of the sub-
arent

Q) ——



PAPERS RELATING TO EMIGRATION. 87

agent himself, passed herself off as the wife of her own son, in order to obtain a free passage; S0 TN%VW LES
and that to herseli’ and her son one berth was appropriated, as man and wife. UTH WALES.
(4.) —— ——, in his examination before the Board, stated, * I arrived in the colony —
under the name of , but my real name is ~——; I came out as a married F-L-S-I}L‘Isﬁffwf‘h?
man, but I am a single man; the woman who came out as my wife had five children on 9
board, who passed as my children ; one of them, — , is 2 married man. The agent . M-:S .
of —— in ——, was well aware of the circumstances of the case, and also was aware that 5 My 1942
~——— —— was to have come out as the husband of his own mother, but that he had
married subsequently in , when I was asked by her to represent her husband.”
(52 , & single female, reported by the surgeon superintendent to have been

delivered of a son on board, produced no separate certificate in her own favour, being
included in that of , who stated that the child was his, and that he was not the
brother of this woman, though represented 10 be so in the certificate. The surgeon super~
intendent informed the Board that this woman’s real name was —— ——; that she was
married, and that her husband had been transported to this colony for murder.

(6.) —— ——, represented in her certificate to be single, stated that she was the wife
of a man named —— ——, a prisoner of the Crown; and that a boy, called .
represented in the certificate of 2 man named — to be his son, was her son. The
surgeon superintendent informed the Board that this woman’s name was —— , and
that she was no relation of —— ——, although he was stated to be her brother.

(7.) —— ——, speaking of the single females who came out in the same vessel with
him, stated, ¢ I know ; I do not think her a correct girl; I have seen ——
, 2 sailor on board, * * * * *; the constable on board took no steps to
prevent this conduct, as she had an apartment of her own partitioned off from the other
emigrants, for which accommodation she paid the agent in ; her uncle told me she
was a married woman ; that her husband had 500 per annum in lreland; that he was
obliged to separate from her, owing to her conduct, and grant her an allowance of 307
per year; she was at that time living on the bounty of this sailor.”

(8.) stated, “the , the , and the ——
each, while the vessel was at ——, out of the emigrants; their names were X

, and . They had these girls * * % * * * Two of these girls, —— ——
and —— ——, were brought on board at ——, by an officer of a poor-house.”

(9.) Mr. —— stated, ¢ came out to this colony in the ——; 1 am son of 3 I first
intended to have come out as a bounty emigrant, and I applied to Mr. , the agent in
, for that purpose. He told me a ship was to sail in about a week, and that he would
have a certificate tilled up for me, if' I would let him have 6d. for the doctor. I donot know
who the medical man was, but I heard he used to attend at the —— inn, for the purpose of
signing certificates for persons desirous of emigrating. The agent at the same time said he
would prefer that I should sail from ——. Irefused to go to the —— church to get 2
clergyman’s signature, as I thought the clergyman would know me. The agent replied, he
was an old man, and probably would not recollect me; I then left Mr. ——, and went down
ty) ——3 I went to Mr. ——s office, and saw Mr. , his clerk; who got a certificate
signed for me, in the name of ; and in the same certificate were entered four other
names, who were represented to be brothers and sisters.  We were then taken before Mr.
——, the commissioners® agent in ~——, for the purpose of being passed by him. I had
been previously prepared for this interview by the selecting agent’s clerk, who directed me
to give the following account of myself: ‘That my father was dead, and that my mother
had sailed for Australia in the ———" The commissioners’ agent asked Mr. —— if my
mother had sailed, as was stated by me, and Mr. said, ¢she had, he believed.” In the even-
ing the selecting agent’s clerk, Mr. ——, came after office-hours to the place where the
intended emigrants were lodging, and a conversation passed between him and me, with some
others, relative to the characters required by Mr. -—. I declined procuring any character.
The clerk then addressed himself to a young woman, and asked her if she had lived no
where. She replied she had lived with ——, but that she could not get a character from
him, as he would not permit her to start for Australia, if he knew such was her intention.
He then requested me to write a character for this girl in her late master’s name ; which I
refused to do, saying it would be forgery. He then asked a young gentleman standing near
me to write it for her. The young gentleman refused to write 2 character in another’s name,
but consented to write a copy of one according to the clerk’s dictation, which he (the clerk)
said he would transmit to ——, to the address of Mr. ——, the selecting agent there, in
order thatit might be put into the post-office of that town. The clerk said, the one character
would answer all (meaning me and the four others included in the same certificate), and
therefore required 13s. from me for the selecting agent in ——, as a reward for posting the
character; adding, he could not be expected to endanger himself without obtaining some
remuneration. 1 also gave him 21 to purchase things he said | would require on the pas-
sage. I paid him G/ for the perfecting of the certificates, including my own name and that
of the other four.

had a girl

These few instances will show the nature of the deceptions practised, and also how diffi-
cult it must be for officers of the Government to cope with the artifices of such unscrupulous
traders. I feel it however right to remark, that none of the instances of fraud cited, nor
any similar instances, occurred in the case of emigrants sent out by London agents.

19. On arrival here, the immigrants have to undergo a strict examination 2—Yes, and in
conscquence of the numerous attempts at imposition upon the Government and the colonial
public, which have latterly been discovered, the Board have felt it their duty to make
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mruch stricter” inquiry than, “under "ordinary circumstances, they might ‘have consideréd
necessary. ! ’ o Coarrriee '
20, 'B;e strictuess of that inquiry, it is to be presumed, secures the colony against bounty
being peid on nosuitable immi te It does, t6 a ‘certain extent ; but many instances
have been "bronght, even officially, within my knowledge, in which the Board "have been
deceived, and have recommended ths payment of bounties on ineligible persons: T could”
add from my private knowledge, and so, I am persuaded, could every member of the Boird,
meany other instances. ' T - DR
21. What cause exists to prevent the Board from exercising such vigilance ds would
grévent the practice alluded to?—The surgéon 'supérintendent being in the interest of the
ounty agents, and not in that of the Governtuent, the Eioard has, in almést all cases; to
contend-'with every artifice’ which' the merchant’s 'self \uterest, assisted by the surgeon
superintendent’s knowledge of the parties, can’suggest, io cloak dny ineligibility in the '
immigrants brought under inspection. 3 o
22. Have you discovered, generally, whether their ineligibility has been 'in point of age,
character; or ability as useful labourers >—Some few have been rejected as above the pre-
scribed age; and of the females, a considerable number have been rejected on the score of
character. Of the males, the greater number have been refused in consequence of theit
real occupation not beirig one of those mentioned in the regulations, or in accordance with
the description given of them in their certificates. i ‘ T
23. Are you aware whetheér the form to be filled up by persons desirous of ‘obtaining a
E:ausugage on bounty, and submitted to_the agent for Her Majesty’s Colonial Land -and
o ggation Commissioners, contains any statement of the trade or calling of the applicanit?
~~It does. ' ' ’ ) o oo
24. Then how do you conceive it to be possible that, with the certificat¢ appended, parties
can pass themselves as of 'a 'trade’ or calling which they really are not?—In some cases
alterations bave evidently been made on the face of the certificates, subsequently to’ their
original preparation, and probably to their examination by the Commissioners ;'as ineligie
bility io this respéct, under the colonial regulations, would not form a ground of objection
with those officers. Many instances have also been brought within the knowledge of the
Board, in'which the signatures of  respectable householders” have been attached fo ‘the
certificates, without any knowledge on tge part of the householders of the persons in whose
favour they signed. Of such instances I will cite two ; the first of which carries ‘with it
unusual weight, from the circumstance of the statement baving been made on oath before
2 magistrate. :

(1) —— , whose certificate states him to bea blacksmith, is a ladies’ shoemaker,
and is employed as a shoemaker in Sydney; he has stated upon oath that the certificate
produced in. his favour was filled up by a clerk in the selecting agent’s office; that he knew
nothing of the signatures attached to the document; and that the signature, purporting to
be his own, was not written by him. . : R

(2.) —— states, ‘‘]1 went, accompanied by my brother, to Mr. ——, the agent in
~——; hetold us we could go out as agricultural labourers on payment of 11l each ; we got
certificates from him, to which we signed our names; we then asked him if we were to get
the other signatures to the certificates: he said not; there was no use in putting us to that
trouble, ag be would do all if we paid 6d. for each signature; Mr. put his own name
down as one of the respectable householders. The Thursday before we left ——, I went,
accompanied by my mother, brother, and sister, to Mr. ——, the commissioners’ agent ; on
our way Mr. , the clerk of the selecting agent in , asked us if we knew the names
which were signed to our certificates; we replied we did not ; he then banded the certificates
to us, aud desired us to see, s Mr. ——, the commissioners’ agent might ask us. . I never
was an agricultural labourer. [ was.a clerk in a shipping office in . My brotheris a
draper. My sister was never in service; she left school to come out here as a bounty
immigrant.”

25. Are those certificates placed in possession of the parties to whom they relate ?—They
are generally placed in the hands, not of tl}e emigrants themselves, but of the bounty agents
through whom they have been provided with a passage.

26. Are you of opinion, if strict correctness in these certificates could be ensured, together
with the examination of the Board here, that that would correct the abuses which it appears,
have crept into the bounty system 7—If that were possible; but lam of opinion that cor-
rectness in these documents can only be ensured by the vigilant superintendence of disinte-
rested officers, having opportunity of personal communication on the spot with the intending
emigrants, and with the parties signing in their favour. , . ,

27. Do you mean to state it as your opinion, that no regulstion established by the Com-
missioners in England, could prevent the practice of such positive and wilful deceptions as
appear to have been practised in a great number of instances ?~I think not without double,
expense ; as I am of opinion that a local agency urder the direction of the Government, for
the examination of the intending emigrants, would be requisite, besides the agency estab-
lished by the contracting merchant for their selection, :

28. Do you not think that much must always depend on the character of the coutracting-
merchants %—Certainly ; but the merchants must necessarily be greatly dependent upon the
local agents employed by them to select the emigrants ; and on.the resFectability of these
sub-agents, more than on that of the merchant, would depend the faithtul execution of the
bounty order. For instance, some of the grossest frauds lately brought under our notice,

have
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have been practised in the office of the delectig agent of oneé of the mitst regpestablé Miet-
cactile houses in Sydney. His employers have, in the most honotitable miatmer répididtéd
his acts, but the eval has not been the less for their abhorrence of it. | . | .

. 29.- Does it appear to yeu, that any advantage would arise from requiring all pérsons dtt-
ing in the capacity of bounty agents, to obtain a license froni the Commissioners of Colonial
.Land and Emigration, which should be grantéd to persons only of géod characteér, and be
tevocable on proof of misconduct or deception having occurred with their knowledge 71
the futare conduct of emigration is left to mercantile specalation, I am of 6pinion-that cuck:
aicheck would be highly desirable. i ,

30. You have stated that the bounties have been refused on a considerable proportion of
the whole number claimed for ; setting aside those cases, and confining’ yourself to those ox
whom the bounty has been paid, do you think that the immigrants, taker as 2 clifs, afford
:h '&f: sample of the persons whom it would be desirable to introduce info this colony 2|

ink not. . N

31. Do you think, then, that zo long 48 emigration is ¢onducted as a fieré ercdiitile
specalation, the groﬁt orloss of the transaction will be considered, rafbiérthan the' benefitto
the colong by the introduction of a-moral and industrious class of imniigmnt’s’!-hf do. A
considerable proportion of the English, called. ¢ a.%ricultural labourers,” and many of the
Irish, who have lately arrived, appear to have been discontented idlers, or men employedin
casual labour in or about the seaport towns where the emigrants embarked. These-men
were doubtless shipped because they came ready to hand, and were obtained without expense ;
and, thus T think 1t would ever be. So long as men of a description sufficiently within the
terms -of his contract to make his payment ‘safe, would seek him in his office, the agent
would assuredly not give himself the tfouble to inquire whether he might not obtain a better
class of persons from the rural population ; much less would he think of incurring addi-
tio?al expense for the sake of obtaining a better description of emigrants than he was'bound
to furnish. -

32. Do you not think that the experience they have had of the penaity they are liable to,
by withholding the bounty on parties not suitable, will render the agents for the fature
much more cautious in the selection of those whom they send out 7—It will probably make
the contractor more cautious, but I do not think it will have the effect of securing to the
colony the best description of persons within its reach.

33. May not the perseverance of Government, in the strict application of the regula-
tions, at length convince the agents that it will be their best policy to send out none but
such as are truly what they are represented to be?—The agents will find it their policy
to send out such persons only as would make their payment sure, but no better; at least
if any additional expense would be entailed on them by the selection of a superiur de-
scription.

35. Do you imagine, that under such a rigid interpretation, persons would be found
willing to engage in such an occupation 7—I think that in order to secure, through a
mercantile agency, the best description of iabourers within the reach of the colony, it
would be necessary to give so closely defined a description of the persons wanted, and to
enforce 8o rigid an adherance to the rules laid down, as would render the contract a most
embarrassing, if not an unprofitable one; and would also be injurious to the colony, by
excluding many persons who might be allowed free passages under the greater latitude of
choice, which might safely be allowed to agents less influenced by considerations of self
interest.

35. Do you consider that such disallowances would have the effect of raising the charac-
ter of immigration generally, or merely prevent the introduction of such parties as ure not
of the character required by the regulations?—1 think that the contractor would, as a
matter of course, still execute his order in the manner most profitable to himself, and
send the cheapest description which he could furnish without risking the loss of payment.

36. The point which the committee wish to ascertain is, your opinion whether by = strict,
yet not unjustly rigorous application of the regulations, it might aot be possible 5o to dis-
criminate the different classes, as to confirm the allowance of bounty to such individuals
only among the immigrants as should be truly worth to the colony the expense incurred by
their introduction 7~ think that the rejection of decidedly ineligible immigrants might
generally be ensured ; but I am of opinion that the selection made would still not be as
good as might be made if the question of cheapness did not enter into the consideraaion
of the parties entrusted with it.

37. Do you think then, that by another system, a more valuable class of immigrants
could be obtained at the same cost?—1} do.

38. Will you be 80 good as to explain your views as to the manner in which such a system
is to be provided ?—The cheapness of the bounty' system- must consist almost entirely in
the lower rate at which merchants are able to fit-out and victual their ships; and this
cheapness may be secured by still leaving this part of the management of the immigration
business (and it is his legitimate business, which the selection of the emigrants is not) in

-NEW
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the hands of the merchant. I would propose that the Commissioners should contract with..

the merchants for shipping and provisions, at so much per head for each emigrant em-
barked ; thatthe surgeon superintendent should be an officer appointed by tie Govern-
ment, and devoted to the interests of the Government ; that upon his report, togcther with
that of the Immigration Board in-the colony, should depend the full payment of the mer-
chant or shipowner, as well as of the officers appointed to select the emigrants; these
officers, I would propese, should be appointed by the Commissioners, and act under their
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.. _.NEW. . general ‘control, but should be paid by-the colony in the’ way of head-money-on' each
* .SOUTH WALES. immigrant pronounced to be of-an eligible description, according, as now, to. some fixed
™ — standard. . o S ;
* FI.S Merewether, :39- You think, judging from past experience, that that would be-os cheap a plan?—A
FLSH X "'negl?ly similar plan hasg:l I'believe, been pursued by some of the holders: of bounty orders

S =

et during the past season, and has left them a coasiderable profit. They have contracted for
* 95May1843.  the selection, conveyance, and victualling of the emigrants, by giving up to the shipowner
and emigrant broker their claim to the government bounties; with the exception of a per-
. centage reserved as their own share in the profits of the speculation. The selecting agency
which. I propose, wauld probably be somewhat more costly than that employed bg these
merchants, but the increased expense: would be met by the sum which now forms the mer-
chant’s profit, or, in other words, the value of the order which he holds. N
~ 40. Has proof been afforded that parties have come out.under the bounty system who
would otherwise have paid their own passages —One instance has been brought within my-
" knowledge in the last examination before the Immigration Board ; and it naturally: raises a
suspicion that such may have been the case in other instances, where individuals‘ have
appeared to be of a description above the class to which they represented themselves to

belong. R
41 g Will you furnish the committee with the particulars of the case you have alluded to?
The case, as stated by the immigrant himself, is as follows :— I went to Mr, —— ’s

office, and saw his clerk, Mr. ——; he asked me if I intended to pay my passage; I

said I did; he said I was a great fool, and if I gave him 5 /. he wouﬁi send me and my

wife out free of expense. I said 1 would give him 5. if he ensured me a passage out; be

wanted the money then, but I said I would not give it until 1 saw my passage secured. I
ve him 10 5., and he handed me a blank certificate to get filled up.” He asked .me what

was; I replied, I was overseer of a manufacturing mill ; he said 1 should put myself down
as an agricultural labourer. After keeping the certificate for about a week, I returned it
(not filled up) by post to this same clerk ; my reason for not getting it filled up-was, I did
not wish to ask-any one in my own neighbourhood to sign what I knew to be false. A few
days after I sent him the certificate, I received a note from him, saying that he had sub-
mitted my certificate, and directing me to come to ~——, to pass the Commissioners’ agent.
I accordingly did go, and called at the office of Mr. ——, the selecting agent, where lagain
saw this clerk. Next day I was taken by bim before the Commissioners’ agent. This same
clerk asked me for a doctor’s certificate; I got a note certilying to my health, which I
gave him, and he copied the doctor’s name into the certificate; when T had my passage
secured to me I paid him the 5/. I promised.”

42. Can you furnish the committee with a return of the number of ships which have
arrived from the 1st of January 1841, up to the latest period ; shewing the ports from
whence they sailed 7—1 can. (Return handed in.)

43. Can you furnish the committee with a return of the number of immigrants arrived
during the same period from the various parts of the United Kingdom ?%—I can. (Return
ut in.) . -

? 44. Looking at these retuins, do you think that the effect of the present system has been
to bring a due proportion of emigrants from the various parts of the United Kingdom,
according to the population?—I am of opinion, that regard only has been had to the
degree of cheapness with which emigrants could be procured, and their means of payiug
the sums required from them by the bounty agents. These two considerations have, [
think, much restricted the selection of emigrants, and the latter wore particularly. On
this point I will beg leave to quote from the report of the Board, rem~  which were
suggested by the evidence of a very intelligent immigrant, who stated, « , t many useful
Eeople were deterred from emigrating, by the charges exacted by the selecting agents at
ome :” ¢ Our observations during the past six months, has led us to form the same con-
clusion as that stated by , that many respeciable and efficient labourers are thus
deterred from emigrating, and that less suitable peop'e who are in the possession of the
means of making the payment required, usurp the place of good, and useful, and honest
labourers, who though in such distress as would induce them to seize with thankfulness the
opportunity held out by emigration of bettering their condition, yet are not sufficiently
troublesome or burdensome to their neighbours to make their riddance worth paying for.
‘o this cause we attribute the selection of a number of persons who have latterly emigrated
under the description of agricultural labourers and female domes'ic servants, thoug% evi-
dently of a superior class; and also the number of persons encumbered with large families.
The f{rmer class are able to pay the hounty agent from their own resources, or those of
their 1elatives ; the latter are provided probably with the requisite funds by the parishes ia
England, and in Ireland by the landlords anxious to clear their estates, and glad, there-
fore, to remit a qrarter’s or half-year’s rent to any of the small holders under them who
may be disposed to emigrate. It isalsoto be observed, that the usual payment of the 3 L
per head on children, in addition to the bounty, makes a large family rather an object of
preference with the selecting agent.” And Iwould here observe, with reference to a former
answer, that in comparing the expense of the system proposed by me with that of the
system now in operation, T have considered that portion only of the cost of the selecting
agency which is charged upon the bounties, and have not included that chnr%ed upon- the
emigranis themselves. Should the bounty system be continued, I am decidedly of opinion
that the practice prevalent amongst the holders of bounty orders, of tiking m-ney from the
emigrants shined by them, should be absolutely prohi%ited, its tendency being, as is re-
presented in the extract from the report just quoted, to cause the introduction of n supe!rior
class,

.
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class, and also of an inferior class to that which it is the intention of the Governmentand .  NEW... .
the interest of the colonists to import at the public expense. SOUTH WALES..
45. Do you consider such a system of agency as is now in operation, calcnlated to over- RS
come the repugnance which the agricultural population of England has to emigrate 7—I F.1.S. Mereuether,
do not think that in.such an_agency, the rural population would feel so great a degree of * "Esq.
confidence as would induce them to emigrate; still less, that such an agency would be —
influential encugh to remove the indisposition which they- feel to leave their homes in quest 25 May 1842.
of employment in so distant a country as this ; and one, too, which they are inclined to view :
-with some degree of dread, as a place set apart for the punishment of evildoers. The
agency to be desired is a local one under the immediate: superintendence of the Govern-
ment; and one in which the parochial clergy, who would probably be themselves the actual
and.the best selectors of emigrants, would feel confidence, and with which they could
cordially co-operate. I will here remark,- that if the parochial clergy can be enlisted in
our service, the class of persons which they might be most instrumental in sending out,
is precisely the class wanted by the colonists. 1 mean, young married couples. Instead
of discouraging, as they now frequently do, early marriages, they might consider it rather
their duty to promote. them, wherever, by emigrating, parties wonld place themselves in a
Pposition to maintain any-offspring which might be the 1ssue of their union.
46. Have the surgeons superintendent under the bounty system been generally properly
valified persons, both as.regards their medical skill, and their general fitness for the
charge of so many-persons 7—As regards medical skill, they have been, generally speaking,
competent. In the qualitications requisite for the management of the emigrants, they have
been in.too many instances, deficient. They have also been generally much too young for
sach a.charge. ‘
47. According to the regulations, a gratuity of 105, 6d. per head is allowed to the sur-
geon-spperintendent ?—Yes.
: 48. Has that answered the purpose intended ; of obtaining a superior class of persons,
with an interest in the proper performance of their duty 7—Certainly not. )
49. In what respect Eas it'fuiled '—The gratuities, which were intended as an increased
payment to the surgeon, and tbus a means of obtaining & more efficient superintendence of
the emigrants, have been turned into a source of profit to the bounty agents, who, in very
many.instances, are knowe to have required from the surgeons a guarantee that they would
' pay a sum out of their expected receipts from the Colonial Government, for their own pas-
sage. The gratuitics have thus relieved the merchant from the payment of surgeons,
;vhi;:h, under a lower rate of bounties, they were compelled to make out of their own
unds.
50. Do you know of instances of the kind, and how many ?—Three.instances have
been officially brought under the notice of the Government, and I have been made aware
" of others.,
51. Do you think the arrangements on board emigrant ships have been such.as to
ensure order, morality, and discipline, as well as the health and comfort of the emigrants
during the, passage, as far as they have come under your observation ?—Several cases
have. Leen grought vnder the knowledge of the Immigration Board, in which gross
immorality and want of order have been shown to have existed in emigrant ships.
52. Have these cases formed the subject of official investigation 2——Most of them.
53. What was the result of these investigations?—In these cases, bounty has been
refused on such of the emigrants as were shown to have misconducted thomselves; and
the gratuities have been withheld from the surgeon and officers, when sny neglect of duty
or misbehaviour on their part has been shown.
54- Have the ships been generally of a suitable class 7—Decidedly.
55. Is any examination made of the provisions after arrival here ?—Yes.
56. Have they been found of suitable quantity and quality, with reference to the num-
ber of emigrants embarked ?-—With scarcely any exception. *
. 57. Have proper arrangements been made for the separation of the unmarried females
from the bulk of the emigrants, and also for their being placed under proper protection,
as required by the regulations 7—A large number of single females have been found by
the Board not to have been under the required protection, and the bounties have been
withheld in consequence. The ships have been differently partitioned, according to the
opinions of different officers entrusted with their inspection. In some, the passengers’
deck was not divided at all; in others, the single males were kept apart from the families
and single females ; and in others, there have been three pastitions. To the latter plan
Lam inclired. to give decided preference, as the one most conducive to morality and
decency ; and when the partition is formed, from top to bottom, of grating, the current of
air cannot be much obstructed. . '
58. By the regulations, the same number of single young women must be introduced: as
of single young men ; and if the bounty were withﬁeld from the one, it would be withheld
from the other also ?—It has been so decided by the Government.
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NEW . . . . . . » s . M
SOUTH WALES. ' S Thursday, 26 May 1842. - . . :
’ Arthur Savage, Esq. Surgeon, . X. called in ; and Examined.

@wﬁggcngg, " 3. YOU are health officer, and have held that situation for about two years ?Yes.
C e _ - 2. Yon are 2lso a member of the Immigration Board —Yes. .
36X iz; 1843 - argva{I; onnr e:apacity as-a member of ﬂm board, you examine the bounty immigrants on

. 4~ Of what description of persons have you usually found them during the last year 2—
. They have beea infinitely worse as a whole, dnring—that period, than previonsly.

5. In what respect?—In general character, and efficiency as labourers, both physically

and morally; and in.many instances being of a desoription superior to the class of labourers,

. and consequently unsuited to the wants of the'colony, There has been a gradual deterio-

zation during the last eight months. SR - o

6. Ts there any circumstance to which you would attribute this deterioration ?—I ascribe

. it to the great number. of persons who have now entered into the business of bounty agents,
and to the emigrants being hastily coliected "in ,seaport or’ other large towns, instead of
being selected from the country districts. Formerly, the agency was confined to one per-
son—Mr. Marshell, of London, whose Irish agent, Mr. esnard, of Cork, had a good
opportunity of selecting the class of emigrants suited to the wants of the colony. “Some

:.lhl'Pg!' however, have brought an unexceptionuble selection of people during the pefriod I

ude to. - -
7. Then a number of inexperienced persons, you think, have engaged in the business of

St}ntcliling (;ut bounty emigrants 2—Yes, and some of them not much interested in the welfare

of the colony. ' .

" 8. Have );ou reason 1o believe that there have been any cases of fraudulent attempts

10 pass improper persons for bounty ?—Many persons have proved to be not what they were

represented to be, and iust, therefore, I am of opinion, have been sent out with a frauda-

lent intent on the part of the agents at home. "

g- Then you consider that they have engaged themselves in the business with'a view to
the profit to be derived from it, rather than to benefit the colony 2—Decidedly so. -

10. Can you state what number of available labourers you have found in each hundred
immigrants, on an average 7— About 15 in every 100, men, women, and children.

- 11. That is io reference to the families, and not to the single men and single women 2—

es. . ‘ . . : -
12. What has been the available amount of labour, taking an aggregate upon both
classes 7—About 20 to 25 per cent. . Lo : '

13. Have you had reason to be satisfied with the arrangements made for the health and
comfort of the emigrants on board ship 7—For health and comfort the arrangements were
generally good.

14. Have gou been equally satisfied with the arrangements made for the order and
morality of the emigrants 7—Sufficient precautions bave not bezn taken to ensure order
and morality on board ; which may be attributed in-many cases to the youth, inexperience,
and general ineliﬁibility of the captzins and surgeons.

15. Was this the general character of the captains and surgeons, or were there excep-
tions 2—Several ships arrived here well conducted in every sense; and, with scarcely an
exception, the provisiens and the shipe were good, and suited for the service,

16. In respect 1o health, has there been less mortality than formerly ?—Yes.

17. Were any complaints made by the emigrants in respect to the treatment they received
during the voyage 7—Yes, many.

18. Were those complaints more in referepce to immorality than to comfort 2—The most
important were, in reference to immorality.

19. When you say thut the surgeons superintendent were unqualified, do you mean that
they were deficient in medical skill, or incapable of undertaking so great a charge ?—1I
mean that they were.ineligible from want of the necessary acquirements for 80 important
an undertaking ; not that they were deficient in medical knowledge. '

20. Were there many instances of misconduct on the part of officers of ships brought
under the notice of the Board ; and were the gratuities withheld in. consequence 7~~The
gratuities were withheld in three or four instances in consequence of misconduct.

21, Thope cases formed matter of inquiry before the Board 7—They did.

22. Then the gratuities have failed to produce the effect intended ?—Yes, eatirely failed,
in my ‘opinion ; indeed the gratuity to the surgeon, in most cases, has been his only remunera~
tion ; ‘and it has come to the knowledge of the Board, 1hat the surgeon has even been re-
quired to pay 20 /. or more, out of that gratuity, as passage money, besides having had to
submtt to degrading cowpliances., . . .

23. Do you zoosider that the gratuities to surgeons and officers bave served the purpose
of obtaining a better class of emigrants 7—They havenot. . .. . . .

24. What induces you to suppose that the gratuities have failed in that respect P—The
surgeons end officers generally knew nothing of the emigrants before embarkation.

25. Then the gratuities granted have been virtually merely so much added to the amount
-of bountier ?—The gratuities, I think, may be looked upon merely as a bonus to the im-
porters. ’ .

26. Have they failed as well in the case of the masters and officers, as in that of the
surgeons superintendent?—No; I think they have succeeded as regards the mates, in
making them more attentive to the tween-deck duty.

27. Upon
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, 27. Upon the whole, do you conceive that the arrangements for the general

ment of the ships, and the g

formerly ?—The management of the ships, in point of the physical treatment of tha emi-
.grants, has been as good as in former years, o ’

. 28. Will you define to what in particular you attribate - the falling off you have men-
tioned in point of moral observance ?%—I attribute it to want of tact in the persons
appointed to superintend the emigrants, as well as to the want of persons- competent 0
frame the necessary regulations, and to see them carried into effect. - The evils to which
tIhx-efer, may be attributed generally to the want of proper urder during the early part of

the voyage. ) \ RN
" ° 2g..You appear to state that there has been an inferior description of persons sent out;

might not this have rendered proper arrangements more difficlt—Yes, in consequence

(;f the emigrants beiag not only of an inferior description, but of a troublesnme character
also. : S

30. Have you seen the paper required to be filled up by every person -desirous of a
5 ge on bounty ?—I have seen and perused a:great many. . o

" 38t. Can you account for the introduction of so large a number of unsuitable T3Ons, in
spite of the precautions taken by these certificates ?-—Some blame may be-attributable to
the Government agents at the ports of embarkation, whose daty it is to see that the quali-
fications of the emigrant embarking, judging from personal appearance, correspond with
those given to him by his certificate; but where bold and well-concerted deception is
practised, the agents cannot detect forgeries unless they have previously entertained
suspicion. . . :

:fg. Are you aware whether any means are adopted to ascertain that the householders
. who si%n the certificates in question, are really the respectable persons they represent

themselves to be ?—I am not aware that there is any check in this respect, except that of
requiring & clergyman or magistrate to cert’{y to the respectability of the parties.

33- Your opinion then is, that these certificates are liable to great abuse; and are insuffi-
cient for the purposes intended 7—That they are 8o has been proved, I think, by the many
cases of deception discovered by the Board. T
- 34. Are these certificates returned to the parties named in them, or to the affreighter?—
To the affreighter, I believe. : :

35. Would it not tend to prevent alteration in these certificates, if they were transmitted
to the colonial government, after being signed by the proper officer 7—It would check
alteration subsequently to their approval by the Commissioners,

36. Have yca reason to believe that alterations have been made ?—I have.

37. Do you consider that the instances in which you suspect deception to have been
practised, cre 80 numerous as to bear a iarge proportion to the whole number of. immi-
grants introduced 2—A very considerable proportion ; 1 have no hesitation in saying that
we have fuiled to detect a large number. .

38. Then in fact, it is not a casval, but a standing defect?—Undoubtedly so, as was
proved in evidence taken before the Board in the case of the “ Sir Charles Napier.”

.. 39. Can you spggest any practical additional means of precaution, by which these
abuses might be reduced in number, if not wholly eradicated ?—Yes, I think they might
be greatly reduced by having local travelling inspectors, whose duty it should be to exa-
mine personally the candidates for free passages, and make inquiry respecting their general
character, . i

49. Do you propose that these local inspectors should be ap‘?ointed by the Gevernment,
and held resporzivle for the efficient discharge of their duty ?—Yes, they should be so
%pp_ointgd, and held strictly responsible to the Commissioners of Colovial Lands and

migration. . .

) 4lg. Can you form an opinion as to the number of active agents which would be required
to carry on that inspection, throughout England, Ireland, and Scotland ?—Ten active men
mightr{e sufficient for Englund i four would, I think, answer for Ireland; but this the

. Commissioners would be able to determine more accurately.

. 42. Are.you awsre whether that mode of proceeding would answer for Ireland ?——Yes;
I filled the ship ¢ Magistrate,” in which I came out as surgeon superintendent, through
the instrumentality of the clergymen, with whom I put myseif in communication, and by
visiting sundry places, at stated times, notice being previously given of my intent to do
so ; in this way, and by establishing depdts, I consider emigrants of the most eligible
%ind, and in sufficient number, could be procured. )

. 43. Are you aware whether the praciice of requiring from the emigrant himself a sum
of money, independent of the bouuty, has been productive of much injury ?—Yes, I think
it.has; and that many objectionable persons have been embarked in consequence of their
being able to pay the sums demanded, while unobjectionable persuns may have been
refused because they could not pay the sums required of them.

44. Does it appear to you that the agent would be more likely to require the sum from
a person whose passing the Beard here might be doubtful, than from a really usefut
persen 2—Certainly ; but [ am under the impression that many of the agents acted on the
opinion that almost any person, of whatsoeverage or character, would pass the Board here.

45. The effect of that must be to encourage the introduction of persons not hikely to
prove uselul to the colony ?7—Yes. .
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~ 46. Do you not think, ifit'were printed-in-the certificates, as a warning to eniigrants,
that they were nat to pay the-additional sum, it would-greatly- check, if not wholly prevent
this-practice ?—Decidedly. o o = R
47. Then you would recommend that such.a condition should-be printed-in the-: certifi=.
cates 2—I would most strongly. . .
.. 48. Would.you recommend that the sums.so taken by -the.agents at.home, should.be
deducted from the amount of bounties, or that the bounty should be entirely forfeited 72—
} y;oplgirecommend that the bounty, in each case satisfactorily proved, should be:wholly
orteited. , . i S L
49. Do you cousider the bounty itself, without any addition, taking the average, if
fairly fixed ot 1g/., remunerative 7—My opinion is, that the. bounty, at the present rate of
freight and cost of provisions, is fairly remuaerative, R : -T
590." Supposing -that all.the persons introduced had been useful, would you consider -the
number introduced in 1840 excessive ?—No ; if those who arrived had been all useful .
people, they would have been immediately engaged, but numbers of them;were-burdened
wilh large and helpless families, and-ought not to have been.allowed. to embark. . :

51. Supposing ‘tiat the system were acted upen, which would only admit of the iatro-
duction of grown-up.children, doues.your observation extend to them, or to young childran?
~My observation extends to young children; I would not allow any fumily to emigrate
with more than two veung children; I mean those requiring the assistance of @ mother. ..

, 52, What age would you fix for such children ?—Their age should not be under four
yeass. . - : o L.
53. You have stated objeciions to the bounty systém; is there any other which you
think could be adopted which would ensure a sufficient number of a better description of
persons being introduced, and at a less expense?—Yes, and at a less cost, if the ships were
fitted out iz Government yards, and every person engaged in fitting thém out were made
answerable as a Government officer. Captuins of private ships, more particularly, the
regular traders, might also be allowed to bring out small numbers. N

54. ‘Do you think it would be better for the Government.to provision the private ships,:
or allow the captains to do so 2—I would not propose this-as a system, but merely..as.an
auxiliary. to'an established system under the direction of .the Government.. -

65. You bave stated the arrangements on board the ships generally to have been satis~
factory ;:there have been different arrangements : . what one.would you consider the best
calculated to ensure morality and order among the emigrants ?—That which .would, keep,
the young men apart from the women, by means of % latticed partition.

56. Have not the comforts of the emigrants-been circumscribed by taking-intermediate
passengers ?—Yes ; I object to the admission of intermediate passengers; they detract
materially from the comfort of the emigrants, by occupying the best part of the ship,.and
interrupting the current of air. . .

57. Can you state how many immigraunts have arrived in any one week ?—From the 24th
to the goth of January inclusive, 1,239 arrived. )

58. The only ground of even so large a number not going off was, that the colonists did
not like them ?—Their not going off was owing to so large a number arriving at the same
time, and some of them being of the character I bave mentioned, and encumbered with
large families. R ’

59.  Has the port of embarkation, or place of selection, operated tv introduce an inferior*
description of persons ?—In my opinion it has.

60. Has it been the practice on board the bounty ships to dispose of articles to the emi-
grants, including fermented and spirituous liquors ?—Yes,. Both provisions and spirituous
liquors ; it is a practice which has been the source of evil, and ought to be discountenanced
on every account, ) ’ .

, 61. Have any instances been brought under your notice, in which the emigranis have"
been charged exorbitant prices for those articles, and have so spent the money’ which
would have been serviceable 10 them on arriva! here ?—VYes. )

62. Is this counteranced by the officers ?—It is done, I believe, with the knowledge: of
the captains. : .

. 63. For whose benefit are these articles sold 2—For the benefit either of the captainior
affreighter. - - ‘

64." Was the di-posal of such liquors with the knowledge or consent of the' surgeons
superintendent?—1I believe not with their sanction. .

" 65. How many cases of quarantine have there been 1--Four; three of importance, the
« Eleanor,” ¢ Ayrshire,” and * New York Packet;” the last in particular.. :

66. Considering the amount of immigration, do you think that a large average?—No ;
it is less than the average of former years. o

.67, Inthe case of the “ New York Packet,” which you say was one of particular im-~
portance, to what cause would you atiribute the iliness on board that ship ?7—I1 was evi
dently attributable to the want of proper care on the part of the surgeon superintendent. ¢

68. On what account was she placed in quarantine 7—On account of small-pox in the
first instance ; but she was continued in quarantine on account of typhus fever.

69. Was the fever prevalent on board when she arrived ?—Yes ; but that circumstance
was concealed, as was discovered in the course of an examination before the Iinmigration
Board.

70. Was the fever of a severe type ?7—Yes ; fever of a marked typhoid character was

discovered

[



- discovered-by the naval surgeon, who was appointed to take charge of' the healthy in
_ quarantine,; R
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71. How many deaths were there ?—Nine deaths occurred subée}q'uentl;lr to her arrival, «
- .72.- Was it.necessary. to place the sick,as well as_the. healthy under care of a surgeon
from the shore ?7—Yes. -

* ...73. What was the cause of. appointing a syrgeon from the sho‘r‘e when there was one on

Y

-

hoard?—He was appointed in consequence of a petition, sjgned .by,the ,best informed  of
the immigrants, stating their want of confidence in the surgeon of the ship. ’
. 74+ Are there any precautions which you would recommend to be taken, on the ‘arrival,
of immigrant ships, with reference to the health of the immigranis, and their better a'ppear-
ance, which might render them. more ftted to enter at once into service ?—I think it.highly
desirable that on arrival the immigrants should be landed on Garden Island, or some Other,
suitable place, to afford them an opportunity of washing their clothes, &c. LS
.75. Is there any similar practice in any other country?~1 understand it is donein
Amg{(iica; although the voyage there is much shorter than to this colony, and the climate
is colder. : : o
76. Would this be‘attended with any expense 7--But very triling, if any.

-

. Friday, 27 May 1342.

Joseph-Long Innes, Esq. J. P., Superintendent of Gangs and Assistant Police Magistrate,
< - -~called in; and Examined. :

1. You are.a member of the Immigration Board 2—Yes.
2. How long have you been a member of that Board 7—About two years.

’

* 3. Isitvour duty, in conjunction with the other members, to examine the immigrants on-

arrival 2—1I have taken very little part in this portion of the duties of the Board, on account

- of personal infirmity.

4. You have been engaged, however, in investigating complaints made by immigrants on
arrival 7—Yes; I have attended particularly to ‘this branch of my duties. -
- 5. Have there been many cases of complaint during the last 12 months ?—.\bout seven.

6. What was tke nature of those complaints generally 2—Complaints of the conduct of
surgeons and of masters, of ill-treatment of immigrants by both, and of immorzlity-on the
part of the officers.

7. Did any of the cases you allude to appear to be well founded ?—With two exceptions,
the « Ayrshire,” and, I think, the *“ Agnes;” and in alinost every case, in addition to the
immediate cause of complaint, various other irregularities were_disclcsed in the course of
the investigation. . . .

8. Would the latter cases have.bcen undiscovered but for the former ones, ?—I am of
opinion that they would ; I am quite certain of it. JIn the case of the ¢ Marchioness of
Bute,” irregularities were made:known to.me subsequently to, the departure of the ship,
which escaped detection at the time the immmigrants were passed. . .
. 9. Will you state generally the nature of the irregularities or cases of immorality which,
were brought under your notice ?—Complaints against the-captains for ill treating the,
immigrants, as .in the case of the ** Carthaginian,” which was brought before the supreme
court. .

" 10. In what way did the case of the  Carthaginian” transpire?—Tn the course of an
investigution, in consequence of a complaint made by M. A. Bolton,befure the Buard, three
of the members of the Board being magistrates, felt it to be their duty to issue a warrant
against the captain and doctor, which was prepared and signed by me; they were thereupon
committed to take their trial, admitied to bail, tried before the supreme court, found guilty,
and sentenced each to a fine of 50/., and to be imprisoned for six months. The imme-
diate case of ill-treatment for which the captain and surgeon were tried, as proved on the
trial, was their having, one night in the moath of December, brought M. A. Bolton on deck,
about ten o’clock, with six other fewmales ; she was then handcuffed with her hands behind
her back, and bucke:s of water were thrown over her by the surgeon and captain, varying
in number from two to seven, as stated by the differeut witnesses. This case, in which a
verdict wwus fuund against the parties, was not_the only case proved against them before
the Immigration Board. It was proved to the Board that, some weeks pieviously to this,
in consequence of a trifling "dispute about the cleaning of a mess kid, the captain and
surgeon had handcuffed the same person, and thrown several buckets of water over her ;
and#had" kept her on the poop in her wet clothes so late as 11 o’clock at night, but how
much later was vot proved. v
.11. Was there any miscenduct on the part of M. A.-Bolton, which could lead to such
unfeeling treatment ?—Nnt at all ; she appears to have been a correct but peevish girl; she
was a very moral girl in her conduct. ' : .
.. 12. Independently of the tentence passed on the surgeon and captain, did the govern-
ment take any steps to mark their sense of the impropriety of such conduct ?—Yes, their
gratuities were withheld. ' )
- 13..,Were there not considerable deductions on the bounties on the immigrants by that

ship?—Very considerable; many young women not having been under the protection
;. 100s ) N 4 required
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tequired by the regulations, arid many having beer proved to have been women on the
town, the bounties were disallowed on such, and on a corresponding number- of young
men. - - - Pl : Rl e
14. Tn the course of your inquiries, were there-any other improprietius -brought under
your notice 2—Many of the immigrants presented fictitious certificates, and: are’ snid-ix
some inshinces to have paid 6d. a signature. 'This system of fraud has appeared only in
the case of a bouse in Liverpool. . . T

15. dow do you think they were able to deceive the agent of the Commissioners, who is
obliged to countursign the certificate 7—I am sorry to state it, but I can only attribute it to
great neglect on his part,

16. Will you state the other subjects of inquiry brought under the notice of the Board ?
~There were severa! complaints, both agaiast surgeons and captains.

17. Of what pature 7—lImmorality.

18. Were there any complaints as to the medical qnalifications of the surgeons, or their
unsuitableness to exercise the necessary control on board 7—In the cases of the “ New York
Packet” and the “ Mathesis,” there were very serinus complaints against the surgeon for
incapacity. ’

19. In the case of the “ New York Packet,” the quarantine expenses were not paid 7
They were not. . ®

20. What were the reasors for withholding the bounties in the case of the * Mathesis 7
—The misconduct of both surgeon and captain, and the insufficiency and bad quality of
the provisions; but the reasous will be more clearly seen, as contained in an extract from,
the Report of the Board, approved by the governor, which, with permission, I will read to
the Committee: :

¢ It is our painful duty, therefore, to report that we are not satisfied that the immigrants
have been supplied with a sufficiency of wholesome provisivns and water, and with reason-
ably comfortable accommeodation ; and, we must add, that a want of order, regularity, and
decency, appears to us to have existed in this ship, which is, in the highest degree, dis-
credilgle to all parties concerned. We caunot, therefore, recommend the paymeat of
any portion of the bounties claimed.”

1. Are there any other cases of irregularitg than those to which you have already
alluded ?—The almost universal sale of wine and spirits to the immigrants.
22, For whose benefit?—I am not aware, but certainly with the concurrence of both
captain and surgeon. . ' :
23. ' Did it appear that the immigrants had been charged high for such articles 2—They

 were charged 16s. per gallon for rum.

24. Could obtain any- quantity they required ?7—It appears that, in some instances,
the; could, Ihave s casey lc)[efore me, wl:ie(:ll was reported on by the Board, in which a

man bought 4s. worth on the 23d, 8s. worth on the 26th, and 4. worth on the 27th of -
one month. fn this case it appeared that the captain had a sum of money belonging tor

the immigrant in his kands, from which he took payment. In another case, it was dis-

tinctly proved, that an immigrant in the’ same vessel was allowed to purchase articles,

confessed by the master and eargeon to have been unnecessary, even after his money was

expended, on depositing his watch ir the hands of the chief officer as security.

25. Although these complaints were numerous, yet they formed the exception rather than
the rule?==Yes; but I am very much inclined to think that many irregularities occurred
which never came to the ears of the Immigration Board.

26, Were these irregularities discovered to have existed in the ships recently arrived, or
in those which arrived 12 months previously ?—In the ships recently arrived. :

27. Then you think there has been a falling off latterly 7—Decidedly.

28. To what cause do you attribute these irregulerities ?~To the gross inattention of the'
shipping agents at home, whose only aim appears to have been to make as much money as
they possibly could out of their bounty orders; to the incapacity of the persons put on
board as surgeons ; and, I must add, to the culpable neglect of the purt agents of the
government. . . . .

29. If the latter had done their duty in examining the certificates, these irregulariiies
would not bave occurred 2—There wouid have been fewer irregularities. .

30. Then, according to this system, it would appear that the business is carried on more
as a mere mercantile speculation than with any regard to the wants or interests of the

" colony 2——So it appears to me.

31. From your observation, heve the immigrants who have arrived during the last 12
months been suited to the wants of the colony T—A large portion of the females have been
of a good description, but a large number have been of & description which should never
be allowed to embark, as will clearly appear from an extract which | will 1ake the liberty,
to read from a Report of the Board :

“The nanner in which unmarried females are represented to have béen shipped, without
reference to character or qualifications, by the person to whom Messrs, <« —— entrusted
the selection of the immigrants imported by them during this season, is so disgraceful, that:
we should have been inclined to receive the statements made in the course of our
inquiries as exaggerations, if not perversions of the trath, but for the affidavit o.I; the

witness
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;-not that we are surprised to find that but litile .attention has been SOUTH W
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witness ——.
paid to character in the selection of females, for, of want of regard ‘1o the interests of the
ublic here, in that particular, we have had but too frequent proof; but we could not
ave supposed.that the evil fonnd. by us to.exist was of so shameless and so base a cha-
racter... .The statements to which we refer will be found in the evidence of ——— —j
; and from their evidence we consider the following,

ey e , and-

facts to be fully established : . , o ) N

* That the clerk of ——— ——, agent, has been more- than once heard to say, that, so.

!?ei as he got his namber of single women, he did not care if he took them from the
streets, . . ‘ '

“ That the same clerk has encouraged women of the-worst character to emigrate under
Messrs, ——— ———'s bounty permissions. - ‘ T C -

“That the same clerk was in the habit of getting certificates prepared in a manner nearly
approaching to for%ery. . —— states, upon oath, that the certificate which was pro -
duced to us.in his favour was filled up by this clerk; that he knew nothing of the signatures
attached to'the document, and ‘that the signature purporting to be his own was not written'
by him., ——— —— states, that ¢ all individuals had to_do was to say that they would go;

and this clerk would make it right for thém.:

. “And we are further of opinion, from the evidence given by —— ——, and from
similar statements that have been made to us, in other instances, that the same clerk has
been in the habit of-directing single men, who applied for a passage, to obtain from the
streets, or the brothels of , or whence mattered not, the requisite appendage of an
unmarried female. It may be well to remark here, that we find a large number of the
clerliﬁcates of character, produced by emigrants embarked at , to be signed by this
clerk.” )

32..Are these observations intended to apply generally to the system, or to the cases
which have come under consideration of the Board *—Generally, as regards the parties in
{;}}»~er£‘|/}czoli1 l’I‘he London ships were better inanaged, and particularly those fitted out by
r. Marshall. ’

.. 83, Have you any suggestions to oder, tending to.improve the system ?—In reply to
this question, I feel much diffidence in' venturing upon any suggestions ; the great length
of time I have been absent from Europe, nearly 17 years, and ‘the changes which have
taken place during that period have been so importaat, that I fear [ am but ill qualified-to
offer an opinion‘as to the best method of conducting emigration ; but I may state ;gene-
rally, that the surgeon should, in all cases, be approved of by the Colonial Land and Emi-
gration"Commissioners, who would no doubt satisfy themselves, not only as regarded his
professional capacity, but also as to his moral character and general capability for so grave
a trust, - A man:may be a good surgeon, ‘and at the same time altogether, deficient in the
other qualifications for the important duties of the superintendent of an immigrant ship.,
The sargeoh should clearly understand that, as regards authority over the immigrants, he
is the first person on board, and that he is the servant of the public, and not-of the parties
importing the immigrants. He should make himself acqualnted, as far as possible, with,
every particular conuected with the immigrants under his charge, so as to be able, on;
arrival in the colony, to afford the Board every information. I am also of opinion, if the
salaries of the local agents of Government at the different ports, as also those of the select<
ing agents (should such be appointed), wese made in sofe: degree dependent on the final
passing of the immigrants in the colony, it would bave a beneficial effect. The sale of wines
and spirits on board immigrant ships cannot be too strongly condemned ; and (afier due
notice being given) | would not hesitate to recommend tlie bounty being withheld in any
sbip where it was proved -to have been practised. i

. 34. Have the gratuities to the surgeons and officers been attended with a proper selec-
tion of officers desirous of securing the comfort and morality of the immigrants ?—Certainly
not. ' A )

35- To what do you attribute this failure 7—To the incapacity of the surgeans i:gpointed.
Had proper surgeons been appoinied, nearly all the irregularities brought under the notice

.ad prop g P y g g
of the Board would bave been prevented. :

36. Can you state anything to the commiitee respecting the preseat demand for labour?
—{ cannot.

37- Do you think there has been an excess of supply within the last 12 months 2—Cer-
tainly not. .

38. Has the supply tended to reduce the rate of wages?—It has caused a considerable
reduction on the rate of wages; it has brought them, so to speak, to a wholesome state.

39. Then a very copious supply of labour was necessary,in order to reduce wages to such
a moderate rate as the settlers could afford to pay *~—~Certainly.

40. The effect of this reduction is, that the immigrants are not so prone to change their
employers ?~Yes, they are more settled, not having any inducement to hunt for higher
wages. '

41. Do you know whether there are many immigrants out of employment now?—I do

not think there are many.,
109. 0 —Certainly ;
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a2. Are there any so who are of, d useful description ©—I.do not think that any useful
méan need now be without employment for a single day.

3. Conneted with your observations on the surgeon-superintendent, is it necessary, do
you think, that they should be in the interests of the public ratber than of the affreighters ?
—Certainly ; they should consider themselves the servants of the-public. There have been
two insiances only in which the surgeons have come forward to expose irregularities.

44. Have there not been wrilten engagements, on the part of the surgeons, to assist the
affreighters against the public ?-~"There have. ' »

45- What is the effect of the affreighters requiring from the emigrants a certain sum of
mouney, in addition to the bounty ?—A very bad one; the people areleft penniless on their
arrival here, and become discontenied. .

46. Has it not also the effect of inducing persons to come out on bounty, who are of '3
superior class, and likely on arrival here rather to employ labourers than become labourers
themselves 7-~Certainly. : : ' '

47- Do you consider that the parochial clergy might be beneficially employed in the
selection of emigranis?—I am canvinced that the agency of the parochidl clergy would
be the best that could.be employed. '

48. Do you think that the fines, and the withholding the bouaties, in the cases you have
spoken of, will have the effect of preventing or checking attempts at imposition in future ?
—I think there will be greater caution, and more honest dealing, on the part of the ship-
pers, in future, ’ ) '

Friday, 27 May 1842.

Hutchinsor: Hothersall Browne, Esq., 3. e., called in, and Examined.

1. You are Water Police Magistrate -1 am.
2. You are also a member of the Immigration Board ?—Yes.

3. Do you attend, in that capacity, the examinations of the immigrants on arrival ?—
I do, with few exceptions.

4. How long have you acted in that capacity 7—About 20 months.

5. Have the immigrants been generally of a useful class, or has there been any dete-
rioration during that period ?—1I think that they have not at all improved laiterly ; a large
propurtion of those who have arrived within the last eight months have been from the
sea-port towns ; I think that but a small proportion of those who bave arrived during that
period have been of a useful class,and few have been such as 1 should have sent up to my
own station.

6. Can you state what the generality of them have been employed in at home?—
I have found that several, as many as 60 of those who have arrived dursing the last few
months, had been employed at home about the wharfs and shipping, and have gone to sea
agait.

37. Would yon attribute this falling off to the fact of a greater number of persons em-
barking in the trade, without the experience necessary to conduct it properly 2—I think
that the principal cause is the reckless manner in which selections have been made at home,
The best ships have come from London ; the worst have come principally from Liverpeol
and Greenock,where no care seemis to have been taken in the sclection, the object being
merely 10 fill up the ships.

8. Do you conceive then that the business has been conducted as a mere mercantile
speculation, having regard to profit only, and without reference to the wants or intercsts
of the colony 7—1 think it has been altogether a mercantile speculation, carried on with a
view to profit only. .

9. Have there been many instanees of complaint that have formed the subject of inves-
tigation before the Immigration Board, and what has been their nuture 7—Very few cases
of complaint were formerly made ; most of the investigations which have taken place lately
have arisen out of abuses accidentally discovered to the Board ; in fact, the people are not
willing to complain, even where just causes exist, provided they have been tolerably well
treated by the capiain and surgeon.

10. Have the arrangements in the ships, with respect to the separation of the married
and unmarried females, beess such as to insure morality on board #—The ships have been
generally gaod, and well provisioned.  The best arrangemcnt for the observance of
morality, has been the entire separation of the females from the males; the plan pursued
Ly Mr. Marshall. Intercourse between the crew and the young women has been thus
prevented. Ncither morality nor decency can be insured on board vessels without par-
titions. )

11. Have there been any complaints with regard to immorality on board the ships 2—In
most cases, where investigations have taken place, immorality has been found to have
existed, though not previously complained of. )

12, Have not the ships, on board which immorality has been proved to have efxxstedd.

orme
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formed a verz small proportion to the whole number that have come out?—A very small SOUTH WALES:

proportion; but if we had been aware that abuses prevailed, such as have been discovered .
during the last.eight months, we should ‘probably kave discovered more. o H. H. Browne,
13. Then you have been put upon your guard by the discovery of abuses within the last Esq. J. 2.

eight months?— Yes; several abuses have come to light during that period. —
14. Do you-think Marshall’s ships have been better conducted than any other 2—They 37 May 1842.
have been decidedly superior to any other ships. The only objectionable arrangement in
his ships was the blocking up the after part of the between-decks, by berths for interme-
diate passengers, which prevented the free circulation of air. . -

15. Have the surgeons-superintendent in general been competent, both as regarded
their medical skill, and their fitness to tuke charge of so large a number of people ?—
1 think they have not generally been proper men; they have not been possessed of the
moral qualities requisite for so responstbie a situation. :

16. Then, in your opinion, it is a matter of vital importance that the surgeons-superin-
tendent should be not only skilful in their-profession, but also possessed.of the moral power
requisite for the proper control of the people committed to their charge 2—Ceruainly.

" 17. Bave the gratuities to the surgeons answered the l‘;urpases for which they were
Franted {—I think not; they have been of benefit only to the importers, as relieving them
rom the payment of surgeons: ' B '

18, Then the only effect of granting the gratuities to surgeons has been to create a vir-
tual addition to the bounties ?—Yes ; such has been their only effect. :

19. In any future system, how would you have the surgeons appointed and remuse-
rated 7—I would recommend that their appuintment should be subject to the approval of
& competent Medical Board at home, and that they should be paid by gratuities.

20. Is it not absolutely necessary that they should be in the interest rather of the
Government than of the affreighters 2—Most certainly ; they should be officers in the
interest of the Government, and in no way connected with the affreighters.

21. Then they should hold their appointments from the Government ?—Yes, and their
sratuities should be subject to the approval of the Board here, to whom they should be
ound to communicate all they know of the immigrants.

22, Being as at present ugpointed, it is the duty of the surgeons rather to withhold
information from the Board than to come forward and expose any irregularity which may
have taken place ?—It has been proved to the Board that such is the case,

£3. Have you known instances where young single females have come out without pro-
tection, and have been told off to protectors in harbour only, to insure payment of the
bounties 2—It is my impression that such a practice has been very general.

24. Have not the cases been numerous, in which the bountics have been withheld on
young single females who have not come out urder proper protection?—A great many
bounties have been withheld on that account. )

25. Will not this have the effect of checking the practice you have mentioned 2—1It will
have a beneficial effect in checking it in future,

26. Do you think the withholding the bounties will have the effect of inducing the
merchants o send out a better description of people; and are you of opinion that the
amount paid by the Government for the importation of each immigrant is sufficient to
enable the importers to send out such persons only as would be useful to the colony ?—
I certainly think such should be the effect ; and from a calculation I have made, I am of
opinion that the business might be condncted with advantage to the importers, with no
other payment than that received from the Government, and yet with strict adherence to
the regulations. In support of this opinion | will read an original charter-party, between
, @ holder of a bounty order, and — , the owners of a suitable vessel for
the conveyance of emigrants: “ It is this day mutually agreed between Messrs.
——, owners of the ship » to be classed A.1, at Lloyd's, and Messrs. ~—— —,
merchans. The said owners agree hereby to lay the vessel on the berth for Sydney, New
South Wales, for cargo in the lower hold, and passengers in the ’tween-decks, they under-
taking to victual the passengers, and equip the vessel in every respect to the satisfaction
of the said —— ——, and the Guvernment emigration agent. The said
engage to procure as many passengers as the “tween-decks will accommodate according to
law, and to provide all who go out under the bounty regulations with certificates, approved
of by the Colonial Emigration Commissioners, or their agents, in England ; and for others
not going under the bounty regulations, to pay the said owners 164 nett for each adult.
The said owners agree to address the vessel to Messrs. , of Syduey, for collection of the
bounties, under authority from the coloniul government, aad to pay theiwn for recovering
the same 2 comumission of four per cent. on the amount, together with the usul commission
on sales of surplus stores, or freight collected, and on disbursements, The said owners
agree to pay Messrs, —— -——, on clearing out at the Custom-house, 20s. for every adult
bounty passenger put on board as aforesaid, and 10s. for each young person under fifteen
years of age, and 10 per cent. on cabin passage-money. The owners paying all expeuses
of advertisements, and the ship being n every respect sent out an owners’ account. 'the
vessel to be ready to sail by the 25th of ; the owners to detain the ship two or three
days in the River, for the purpuse of mustering the passengeis, as may be required.”

109. 02 27. Is
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95, Ts there any othét éystem 'you ‘would propose by which'a better class of immigrants
could e abtained at a less ‘expense to the public? If agents at home were appoiated by
Governmer:t-to select thz Emigrants, and payment of the bounties were made to depend on
the approval T iGe Board here, of each person selected, [ think a better class of people
might be obtaitied on cheaper terms, - Do
. d28. You mean that the selectiug agents should be appointed by the Government ?—

0. ) , -

2g.. How would you provide, for the passa%e of the emigrants in such case ?~—If the Go-
vernment would enter into contracts with shipowners, such as [ bhave read to the Com-
mittee, they might charter vessels, and send them out fully as cheap as merchants.

30. Then the selecting agents should obtain the emigrants from the country districts,
and not, as at present, from the sea-ports ?—Certainly, from the inland counties and agri- -
cultural districts. ) ) ‘

.81, Might not a better selection be obtained through the medium of the parochial
clergy &1 think, perhaps, that.if the parochial clergy were actively employed in the
selection of emigrants, they might be disposed to send persons whom they might wish to
get rid of, rather than persons useful to the colony. ‘

32. Has the practice which has obtained of the parish authorities paying a. portion of
the bounty to the agents been beneficial or otherwise ?—1I think that any payments to the
agents other than the legitimate bounties, tend to the introduction of persons whom the
parish authorities, or others, are glad to get rid of, and to prevent the introduction of those
of a more suitable description. . , ’

33. These are not the parties who would be most beneficial to the colony ?—No.

34. Has not the practice of requiring certain sums of money from the emigrants-theme
selves been instrumental in introduciug a superior class of persons, who, on arrival here,
would be more likely to employ labour, than to engage as lanurers themselves —It has:

35. Have the masters in command of immigrant ships been generally of suitable
character 2—The Scotch and Liverpool ships have been the worst commanded. The
masters have not been at ‘all fitted for the charge of immigrant ships during a long voyage.
I think it of great importance that the master of an immigrant ship should be ofa superfor
class, and one who would co-operate with the surgec.a. 1 think also, that the mate should
be ‘competent to take charge of tbe ship, in case of any accident to or illness of the master,
which has generally not been the case.

36. Would you say that the ships have been well conducted ?—Yes, the generality have

been so. .
37. Do you think that the gratuities to the master and officers have had the desired

effect 2—1 do.

38. They have rather tended to induce them to be more attentive ?—Certainly. - .

39. If immigration were in the hands of the Government, do you not think it would
insure a certain supply of labour arriving in the colony at the seasons when it would be
most required, and also insure a better description of people ?—Under a government sys-
tem the supply would be more regular, and the conduct of the ships better. '

40. Have you had any reason to believe that the certificates furnished by the parties
have been falsified ?—A great number have been proved to the Board to be false,

41. Have the Board had direct evidence of that %I think they have.

42. Do you know what is the course with respect to these certificates, after they are
signed by the Government agents ?—They are sent, I believe to the bounty ageuts.

43. Would it not be better if they were sent direct to the local government here }—Cer-
tainly.

44. Has the system of selling spirits on board ship to the ‘emigrants been carried to any
extent ?—1 think the sale of spirits and wines hus been eucouraged, as an addition -t the
profits of the importers.

- 45. For whose benefit bave the sales been made ?—Gencrally for the benefit either of the

master or the owners, ) .
46. Can you give an instance ?—Several instances have come under the notice of the

Board.
47. Have you any means of knowing what the present demand for labour is ?—I have

not.
48. Do you think, from your swn observation, that there has been an excess of suprly
during the last 18 months ?—I think that there may have been an excess, in so far as that

the whole did not find immediate employment, although a demand existed for them in the
colony.
49. If they had been of suitable callings they would all bave been employed ?—Yes.
50. Are there many now out of employment, and are they useful people ?—1 do not
think that there are any useful men now out of employment.

51. Have the rates of wages much diminished ?—1I have not known shepherds engaged

for less than 181, whilst they are generally engaged at from 20l to 25L tvith rations. Th
52. This

i
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: 52..Thisis as much as the colonists can afford to give ?2~Quite as much. _

53- Then but for the very copious supply which arrived within the last 12 months, wages
would have been so very exorbitant -as to have caused great distress amongst the em-
ployers 2—Befora the sapply arrived wages were at an exorbitant rate; I myself had been
paying 504, to a shepherd, in order to save my sheep. .

54. That musi, have entailed an absolute loss on you ?—1 considered it much too high,
but had no alternative.

“NEW

H. H Browne,
‘Esq. 3. ».

27 May 1842.

. 55. The importation of labour has been attended with very great advantage to the -

colony ?—It hus been attended with inestimable advantage.

Friday, 27 May 1842.

Williem Harvie Ckristie, Esq., J. P., a Member of the Immigration Board ;" called in,
and Examined. . S

" 1. How long have you been a member of the Immigration Board ?—Since January
1841.

g. In that capacity you visit the immigrant skips, for the purpose of examining the
bounty immigrants 7—Yes. \

3. ﬁave you attended pretty regularly 7—Yes. ;

4. According to your observation; have the immigrants been generally of a useful ciass ?
—1 think they have deteriorated lately.

5. From what cause 71 think that the importers have been less careful in their selec-
tion, in Liverpool particularly; and that a very bad description of people, 2nd many pros-
titutes, have been shipped in consequence of the employment of a lower description of
agents.

g6. Have not the cases you allude 10 been detected by the Immigration Board, and the
bounty withheld in consequence ?7—Very generally, but not in all cases; many escape
detection Trom an indisposition on the part of the immigrants to make complaints.

7- Then, notwithstanding the vigilance of the Board, you think ineligible parties have
been passed for bounty without detection 2—I think so.

8. Has not the bounty been withheld on a considerable number of young women, who
were not brought out under proper protection ?—Yes, on a great many.

9. Do you consider these cases as likely to cause stricter adherence to the regulations
in future, so as to ensure a better description of pevple ?—Decidedly; but I think the
most efficient check would be to appoint naval surgeons to take charge of the im-
migrants.

%:: Have not the gratuities to the surgeons superintendent, established by the regula-
tions, been attended with the good effects anticipated from them ?—I think the-gratnities
have not had the effect of securiug a better class of surgeons, and that they have fre-
quently been turned to the profit of the shippers only.

11. Then the gratuities have been virtually merely an addition to the bounties?2—All
affreighters may not have made this the case, but I am aware that some have done so.

12. Have the gratuities to the officers been attended with better results 7—1I think that
tlie gratuities to the masters and other officers have had a good effect.

13. Do you think, that under what is called the bounty system, the most useful and
woral class of immigranis is likely to be obtained ?—1 think not, as at present con-
stituted.

14. Is it conducted as a mereantile speculation, so as to afford a profit to the parties
engaged in it, without reference to the interests of the colony ?—I am of.that opinion.

. 15. Is the resut of this, that the emigrauts are selected from seaport :owns, rather than
{rolm t]:Ae country parts likely to afford the description of people required by the.colony 2—
think so.

16. Is there any other system that you could propose, by which a better class of immi-
grants might be obtained at the same cost to the colony ?—1I think that the appointment
of naval surgeons to the emigrant ships, with the power of rejecting ineligible persons,
would be attended with a beneficial result to the colony; and I consider that the select-
ing agents should be persons of established character.

17. How would you, in case the selecting agents were appointed by Government, pro-
vide for the passage of the emigrants?—I am not prepared to say that the affreighters
should not appoint their own selecting agents; but in every instance the appointment
should be confirmed by Government, and the agents shouldy be subject to dismissal on
frauds being detected.

18, Do you not think that ships could be obtained for the conveiyance of emigrants, upon
equally advantageous terms, if chartered by the Government ?—I think that ships might
be chartered by Government upon as advantageous terms, but individual enterprise has
effected much towards inducing emigration,
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1g. Have there been many cases of complaint investigated by the Immigration Bourd ?

. ‘20, Of what nature 7—Chiefly immorality and want of order. L ,
.21, Have those investigations led to the- stoppage of the bounti.s or gratuities ?—The
gratuities have been refused to the surgeons.and officers, and bruaties have been stopped,

according to the specific_case. . . . C R

" -22. Do the cases you allude to, form rather the excepiion than the rule 2—In almost

every investigation, the complaints broaght forward have been substantiated, and I have

“very little doubt that there have been many cases of complaint that have never come under

the notice of the Poard. .- :

23. Does the proportion of bad ships increase 7—Decidedly so.

24. Do you think it essential that the surfeuns superintendent should e in the intcrest
of the public, and not in that of the affreighter ?7—The surgeon should be in the interest
of the public ; at present it is his‘interest to'pass-and admit every person, whether eligible
or not. h

25. Are you ensbled.to state the present demand-for labour ?-—TI am .not; ‘but, having
béen lately up the country, I am enabled.to say, that though wages are reduced, there
is still a demand for labour. ' ‘

__26. Have wages been reduced below an adequate remuneration to ths immigrant 2—
No'; wages ave still remunerative, being from 16 /. to 187, per annum. ) .
_ .27. Unless a.copious supply of immigrants had been obtnined durirg tl.e last 12 months,
would much inconvenience have been experienced by the ‘colonisis_in obtaining labour at
a price which they could afford to pay for it?—Yes, the very greatest inconvenience.
The flockholders would have been obliged to destroy their lambs, and the harvest could
not have been got in. o . A L

28. Are you aware whether there are many imnmigrants’ at present unemployed ?—1
believe not many. L o ot
- 2g. Are there any useful people remaining unemployed ?—I think that every uselul
man in the country can now find employment at remunerating wages. I '

Wednesday, 8 June 1842.

William Augustus Miles, Esq., J. P., Supcrintendent of Police, called in; and Examincd;

1.. You are a member of the Immigration Board ?—I am.

.".2. How long have you been so ?—Since September last,

. 3 In your capacity of superintendent of police, have you become acquainted with the
enersl condition of the working classes, in the town of Sydney ?—During the short time
have been in the colony,.I have endeavoured as much as my duties would allow me, to

obtain a knowledge of the working classes.

- 4. -Will you have the goodness to afford the Committee such information as you possess
as Lo the existing demand for labour-in the town ?—At present the demand for labour s not.
50 brisk as it hes been, owing, not so much to the imported masses of people, as to recent
mogetary depression. By a return of wages from 1830 to the present period, which, toge-
ther with a return of the prices of rent, provisions, and clothing, during the same period
I will read to the comm:ttee, I find that since 1839 the aggregate of wages paid to 21
different classes of working tradespeople has not decreased. In some few trades there
has been a steady increase ; in others, a slight depression; but in all, a great increuse
since 1830. The depression is among those classes requiring little skill in the trade or
cglling, and to which those of lazy dispositious, or who are fit for nothing else, may occa-
sionally tarn to seek employment, in order to meet the wants of the day ; such as lumpers,
day labourers, tawyers, plasterers, and common bricklayers. The wages of these classes
will be subject to ductuations, but there are some which will not be so easily disturbed in
the rates of wages.
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RETURN of WEEKLY WaGES or WEERLY EAxixvmas,‘wlthont B;ard n.nd Lodgmg (unlessotherwise ei;l)m-s“ed'),.of;r;ﬂons Trades or Callings in
. Sydney, in the Years 1830, 1833, 1836, 1839, 1840, 1841, und 1842, together with Remarks on varions of the Trades.

TRADES OR CALLINGS.

|E8] & g El 28 3§ & | Bl s-1 8 | . 2 g .
R RE R R SR AT IR AR AR R AR AR AR RIFRE
‘ 3 3 - < ]
g 3_3.§a§' T2l 823 2 lelgl eSS
5| & |8 | 5|8%| 8 §i1ds| S |E|8|& |8 |3 2|2 |5 |2|&
Lalfelfalfrlfrifa|Ls|Lajfa £o0ifa|Lalda|fe|fa|lfsol|fa|LalfalLs
1830 [-15|2 ~[119}1 7{-15|- -f119.|2 4]1 a{-8|2115{2 2{110{110{1 5|3 ~{110]2 ~-[2 -[118
1838 |~15)2 -l119|1 7}-18|2 2{119{2 8|1 8{18-~}116|2 2{119{110|1 6|3 ~}110{2 ~{2 ~{113
1836{1 -}2 6{2 212 -]-18|2 -l119]2 8{1 8|1 1]115|e 5{119|110}110]3 -J110|2 5|2 5|118
1w30{1 5|2 5|2 2{213]-18|2 2f119|2-2|1-8|1-4|2 {2 8|119|116{2 -|6 5110|282 5|2 ~
1840 |1 5{210]{2 2|3 6|1 -|2 6|2 5{2 2|1 8[110}2 -|21a|2en1|119|1 5])6 5]115]214]2 82 2
a1{1 s{ewolen|s 61 sf22)enn|2 8f1 8f110f2 2f2uafen|2 21 5lasi115{e1al210]2 -
1842/11C.j210)23 8§38 -1 5|2 2|2 5/2 8|1 2|1 4}2 .|214]|2 8|2 2|1 5}310{115)214{210{115
Syduey, 8 June 1842, William Augustus Miles,J. P.,
Juperintendent of Police.
. - REMARKS -CONCERNING vaRrious Trapes.
REMARKS, INFORMANT.
Bekers.—Plenty of inferior men; good hands can | Mr. Smith, Hunter-street. -
always get cmployment.
Boot and Shoemakers.—Every man is employed; | Mr. Hamiltoo, Hunter-street.
wages more iikely to rise than fall. T
- Bricklayers, Carpenters, and Plasterers—Many out of | Mr. Cowlishaw.
work since commencement of .last year, but not
likely to continue so long.
Butchers.~-Plenty of empleyment - - - -| Mr. Charles Smith.
Cabinetmakers.—Employment has been difficult to | Mr. Hunt, Jamison-stveet,
obtain since December 1841,
Carpenters.—See Bricklayers. -
Coopers.—Trade dull, and some hands out of employ- | Mr. John Hall, Cooper. :
ment.
Gardeners.—Since 1840 informant has numerous ap- | Mr. Bird, Market-street.
plications foremployment ; sowmetimes six or seven
of a week,
Millers.—Only a few out of employment ; some la- | Mr. Blair, Sussex-street.
bourers get employed as millers, and undersell the
more experienced workmen. .
Miltwrights—~It is said that increase of hands and | Mr. Struth, engineer.
decrease of trade render employment scarce.
Plasterers.—See Bricklayers. —
\
Quarrymen.—Immigrants get work for a short time { Mr. John Harris.
in a quarry, then engage themselves as quarry-
men; trade dill, said to be oveistocked with
labour.
Saddlers.—
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RBREMARKS.

INFORMANT.

Saddlers.—Oversiocked with labour, in consequence
. of Eaglish goods; several good working men have

gone into service,
Shoemakers.—See Bootmakers.

Tailors—In consequence of the depression of the

times many journeyaen are out of work.

Tinsmiths.—Trade improving fast ; dull however since
1840 ; if it continue favourable for two months all

hands will be employed.

Sydney, 8 June 1842.

- = Mr. Giblett, Mr. Cooper, and
Mr. Griffiths,

Mr. John Coyle, George-sircet.

Mr. F. Robinson, George-street.

William Augusfu: Miles,J. P.,

uperintendent of Police.

RETURN of the Prices of Rext, Provisroxs, and CroTEING, in the Years 1830, 1833, 1836, 1839,
1840, 1841 and 1842.

RENT. PROVISIONS.
YEARS. I_l'lt;:r;s W;:rat }lfli:fr Sff::f l}_il’:i;’: ?ue:lf Tea Sugar | Tobacco| Soap
Wr::;k. Bushel. | perlb. | perib. | perlb. ;g‘,tltgn perlb. | perlb. | perlb. | perlb.
5 d £ dif s d | s d s d. 5 d. 5. d s. d. s d s d.
18 - <1 4 - | ~10 ) -5 "= 4t -4 | =-13} 26 3|33 ]|-4
1833 + -{4-}~-6-|-4/|-3}|-8]-13]26]-2333] - 4
1836 - | 5 - ¢ =]l -2 |-} =1 | -13| 26| -23+}33]| -4
1839 - ~{ 6 ~ {210 ~| -~ 3| -2 -2]|-3}|236]|-23tl33]|- 4
1890 « -l 7 -« | - 66( -3 |2} -2 -45| 26| -3133]|- 4}
1843 - -} 8 - | - 5 6] -~ 23| ~ 2 | - 13| - 43| 2 6} ~ 3| 3 3 | - 43
1843 - 110 - | - 5 6} - 23| - 2 | - 13| - 3| 26 | - 3] 3 3| - 4}
CLOTHING.
YEARS. Fustian | Fustisn | Shepherds’ Shirts é‘::g 'ggice!: Blankets | Sheeting
Jackets, | Trowsers. Coats. per dozen. | per pair. | per pair. | per pair. | per yard,
s d s d. £ s d £ s d s. d. s. d. £ s dl s d
1830 - - 9 = 9 - 110 - 116 - 12 - 8 - 1 - - 11
1833 - - 9 - 9 - 1 lo. - 116 - 12 - 8 - 1 - - 11
1836 - - 8 - 8 -~ 1 8 - 116 - 12 ~ 8 - 1 - - 11
1839 - - 7 6 7 6 1 6 - 116 - 11 - s - -19 - - 11
1840 - - 7 6 7 6 1 - 1 4 - 10 - 8 - -19 - - 9
1841 - -} 7 - v 1 - - -18 - 9 - 7 - -18 - - 8
1842 - - 7 - 7 - -~18 - -18 - 8 - 7 - -16 - -

Sydney, 8 June 1842,

William Awgustus Miles, J. P.,

Superintendent of Police.
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5. What description-of labourers do you allude to as being less likely to be disturbed 2—
I 2llude to those men whose trade requires a greater degree of skill, and who, by reason of
a higher rate of wages, can be esteemed among the employers of labour as good and respect-
able men, such as coopers, millwrights, tailors, shoemakers or stonemasons, who_all earn
respectable wages, I might include saddlers, but many of these working tradespeople are
out of employment, not on account of an excess of labour, but on account of an”excess of
imported saddlery from England. The returns, which I have read to the Committee, will
show the relative conditions of wages, and the demand for labour in many of the trades.

6. Do J’ou not thiok that the decrease you have mentioned in the rates of wages is to be
attributed, in a great degree, to the indisposition of parties Lo leave the town?—In many
cases it is s0. 1 have now, under my surveillance, upwards of 400 immigrants who employ
themselves in the town ; many as labourers, &c. These people live in small houses, renting
small rooms, adopting, in this hot country, the Irish plan otP herding together; so’ common,
and which I bave frequently witnessed in the low crowded cities of Liverpool, Manchester,
Bristol and London. ~There a man hires a room, which he sub-lets to different families, till
he contrives to live rent free. .

7. Do you mean to say that this custom is confined to the Irish people here ?— Perhaps
not confined exclusively to the Irish people here. My inspectors have given me some
returns relative to immigrants, which I beg to hand in. [ Put in.] '

8. The returns which you have handed in, and which purport to be from the different
inspectors of police in the town of Sydney, show that there is an increase of more than 400
immigrants lingering in this district within the last nine months; do you mean that any
greater number are out of employment here than might be expected, or than is usual in
places having an equal population ?—Certainly not. } )

9.  Have you means of knowing whether those who are disengaged are such as would be
likely to prove useful if taken into service 7—Yes, if they are not too lazy. Some immigrants
prefer to remain in Sydney, either on account of being near their relatives, whom they came
out to join, or else on account of their lazy disposition, preferring chance employment to the
harder labours of the bush ; they are the dregs, the sediment of importation. Two men,
one married to the sister of the other, arrived in the ship Palestine; they went into service
for 2 month, but left, saying to a fellow servant, that they never intended to do any work,
as they could do very well by conjuring; and these people are now performing feats of
“ hocus pocus.” I have observed with regret, that many able-bodied men prefer the iazy
occupations of selling fruit, or hawking about the streets; and as I consider their labour
coulcf be better employed both to themselves and the colony, I have desired the constabulary
not to allow them to put their buskets on the pavement, and I intend to enforce the penalty
for hawking without a license,

10. Do you think that the number of useless and unemployed persons of the labouring
class in Sydney exceeds that of any other places >—Certainly not; it would be difficult to
find 2 spot where greater acuteness and energy prevail than in Syduey.

11. Then you do not think that there is any marked ‘excess beyond what might be
expected 7—1 do not.

12. Do you infer from the returns furnished by the inspectors of your force that there is
an excess of labour in the market?—Decidedly not; there is no excess, but merely a
balange in the supply and demand in Sydney; I am led to conclude that labour must be
less in demand than heretofore, because I find robberies are increasing ; as it becomes diffi-
cult to obtain the same amount of money which has been hitherto easily obtained, so in pro-
portion will crime increase. As long as wages were high it was a man’s interest to be
honest, though he may have heretofore been a thief; deprive him of this inducement, by a
reduction of wages, so that he cannot honestly indulge in any of his propensities, and it is
more than probable that he will thieve again to make up the deficiency of wages. This is
now partly the case in Sydney.

. 13. By what class of persons do you think these robberies are committed ?—They are
frequente;r committed or planned by men, who, though now free, have been convicts, or by
assigned servants, but more especially by men who have returned from Norfolk Island or
other penal settlements ; these men are lost and debased by the severest punishment, as
well as corrupted by the foulest contamination ; there is a sad fellowship of crime and 2
recklessness 1n their character. There are a few exceptions, but, in general, those men who
have been to Norfolk Island are the blots of the population. With regard to the convict
admixture with the immigrants, I cannot too strongly advert to the injury caused by conta-
mination. It may be said that the convict population is decaying, but the germs of crime
are deeply implanted. The result of the intercourse of convicts with immigrants is to
render thew cautious, insolent and suspicious, if not worse.

14. With reference to the last question, the Committee observe that the inspectors, in
their Reports, state they are not aware that there is any increase of thieving ; can you explain
this ?—The Report only relates to recent immigrants.

15.~—Are the persons vou allude to as the planners of robberies, the prisoners who have
been sent up from Norfolk Island under the provisions of the Commutation Act?—I am
endeavouring to ascertain this point, but at present I cannot give a definitive answer. I do
not believe we have any men from Norfolk Island who have been under the new discipline
of Captain Maconochie.

16. Does it appear from this circumstance that the effect of immigration has been to throw
out of employment persons of bad habits and character 2—It has; and the “old hands,” as
they are termed, cordially hate the immigrants on that account. '

17. As, then, the number of immigrants unemployed has not exceeded what you consider
the ordinary average among the labouring classes, and as they are generally well conducted
persons, does your experience lead you to coil)clude, either that immigration has been exces-
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sive, or that there has been a preponderating number of immigrants of bad charactar ?—I do
not consider immigration to have been excessive, nor do I consider the churacter of the
pecple to have been preponderatingly bad, although they appeared to lack the energy and
aptitude so requisite for this colony. I have noticed a great stupidity in many of the immi-
rrants, and some of them I consider to be as bad as any convict; the females have been

adly selected, and picked up at random, I should say, to make the required number ; it
has, however, been 2 matter of astonishment to me to observe how rapidiy labour has been
absorbed.

18. Have you had means, as a member of the Immigration Board, of ascertaining whether
the immigrants generally come fairly within the descriptions required by the regulations —
1 have not; nor indeed have I tumed my attention to the subject; my attention and my
efforts have been to ascertain the demand for labour and prices of wages in the districts, so
that the immigrant may be informed on landing what are the wages, and in what district he
can find 2 market for his industry. Ihave prepared, and beg to hand in, a series of tables
from information afforded me by various magistrates; and although ina few cases the
detail may not be so minute as it is desirable it should be, yet as a mass, I think it may
prove a usefu! document. There are many persons of respectable connexions at home,
driven to great distress in Sydney at this time ; men who have exhausted the few score of
pounds they may have brought to this “ El Dorado,” and who are fit for nothing except a
crllgrkship. I have had repeated applications from such persons to be admitted in the police.
[Tables put in.

19. 'laking]the town of Sydney generally, do you think it can be fairly said that there
is 2 want of employment ?— Labourers’ wages have decreased; and as I before observed, I
tshisk the supply and demand in the labour market are nearly balanced iu the town of

rdney.

)20. yHave you held any appointments in England, which have enabled you to become
acquainted with the labouring classes ?—1-have. I wasone of the Assistant Commissioners
of (}nquiry on the Poor Law, on the Rural Police, on the Hand-loom Weavers, and [ was a
Commissioner of Public Charities; in all of which my inquiries were directed to the condi-
tion of the working classes,

21. Did you receive the impression, so far as you had been broughtinto contact with the
labouring classes, that the means of occupation were generally sufficient for the support of
the population 7—In the agricultural districts in England, I do not consider labour to be
redundant in a degree to meet the wants of this colony. In the manufacturing districts,
where the services of the artisan are displaced by the introduction of machinery, there is
great privation and distress; and these persons, by changing their occupations, would be
useful in the colony. ’

22. Your opinion then is, generally speaking, that agricultural labourers are earning suf-
ficient wages, and therefore feel repugnance to emigrate >—Generally speaking, the agri-
cultural labourer earns such wages that he is not induced to overcome the repugnance to
emigrate ; he is a steady settled character,and would rather linger in his native parish than
seek the adventure of a distant colony. The class of persons liTiely to come out in numbers
are the hand-loom weavers. In my Report to the House of Commons upon the subject of
emigration, as a meaus of relief to the hand-loom weavers, I state, p. 527—

* Thereis a great desire for emigration at this time (1839) among the working classes
in Gloucestershire; but unfortunately for the weavers they are not a ciass of persons
in request ; yet there are many of them fully capable of following rural occupations,
and would prove useful members in a colony.”

The opinion I entertained in England has been confirmed by ray residence here ; and I
quote a letter, which I published in my Report to the House of Commons, from a weaver
who had emigrated here. He dates from Parramatta, June 1838, and writes to the clergy-
man of his parish of Kingswood,—

“ I have 40/ a year, with house, food and firing.  Provisions are much cheaper than
at home; clothing somewhat dearer. The privileges held out to imwigrants ave
extremely good. We were free the moment we landed, and were provided with a com-
fortable house and victuals at no expense, until we got situations; but the greatest
number were engaged the first day. A mechanic can earn from 35s. to 30s. a week;
a labouring man gets 25s. a week. 1fany persons are desirous of emigrating to New
South \VaTes, I would recommend them to come out immediately, for with industry
people can do extremely well, and maintain their families respectably. They will find
employment directly, and gfood wages for their labour; thcy will soon be masters of
many pounds ; and if we choosc to return to England, v can save money enough in
two years to pay our passage back.”

The Rev. W. Cockin, of Hampton, county Gloucester, in reference to the condition of
the weaver, states—

‘ The distress of the entire district is beyornd the conception of any one who has
not witnessed it. It was not mere want, but actual starvation, that was endured last
winter (1838).”

1 inquired into the coundition of 250 weavers’ families, and found the average to be about
five in cach family, and that their entire earnings amounted to 10s. a week, out of which

they had t: pay— s d
Rent - - - - - - - - - 1 8%
Rates - - - - - - - - - - 13
Fuel, soapand candles - - - - - - 1 7}

Leaving only 65, 6 }d. a week to feed and clothe the family of five persons. -
23, The
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‘e3. The weavers would make-good shepherds, but would they, accustomed as they have
been tothe atmosphere of towns, be willing to go into the interior ’~—Yes, and very glad of
the change; I consider that they would make excellent shepherds. The occupation of a
weaver at his loom is. silent and sedentary, and the loneliness of the bush would be less
irksome to him than it would be to many other callings. The weavers in Yorkshire, and at
Bisley, and Chalford in Gloucestershire, have been employed weaving a peculiar cloth for the
China market, called  stripe cloth,” and by the introduction of these labourers, this colony
may ultimately become exporters of cloth to China, I beg leave to quote from my Report a
few remarks upon the general character of the hand-loom weavers:—

« Relative to the general habits of the weavers, as to diligence, providence, frugality,
honesty, and temperance, they rank in comman with their fellow workmen. Low wages
tend to destroy the enerzy requisite for active diligence;_ the earnings of the cut-door
weaver are too low to afford a surplus for provident savings, therefore, frugality and
temperance are the results of necessity. It might be presumed, that persons in so low
a condition would sink into a low moral state; the weavers, however, are not a class
addicted to daring crime or bardened theft ; their Ejlferings are confined to vegetables,
or to obtain a little wood for firing, and to minor offences, emanating from extreme dis-
tress; they commit no offences in order to obtain the means of riot or debauchery, and in
many cases, hunger is the sole and only cause.”

In farther reference to the weavers, I found, that in the prison at Horsley, 782 persons had
been confined in the term of two years, and that only 27 of that number had been weavers,
11 of whom had deserted their families through distress, six for assault, and four only for
stealing ; the rest for vagrancy and minor offences.

24. What means do you conceive it would be proper to employ, to encoutage the emigra-
tion, from England, of a proper class of persons ?—By communicating with the Poor Law
Commissioners, who would, 1 am sure, afford every facility in promoting the emigration of a
useful class of persons.

25. Would that be the only means you would recommend ?—1 should especially recommend
a careful selection of the emigrants, by an agent to be named by the local government, but
paid for his services by the colony; he should be a person known to the colonists, and have
a thorough knowledge of the working classes, both here and at hore.

26. Mightnot the applying to the Poor Law Commissioners expose the colony to the
danger of obtaining the services of only the least effective, whom it might be thought desirable
in England to get rid of 7—The appontment of an agent, as I bave suggested, would partly
prevent this ; some check would be absolutely essential, or the coleny would be madea
poor-house for England.

27. Would you propose that the agent so appointed should have a positive veto upon
those persons who might be proposed ?—Most decidedly ; otherwise his appointment would
be stultified and nugatory.

28. Is it to be expected that an individual holding an appointment on these terms would
be of sufficient standing, or possess sufficient firmness, to oppose such influence as might be
used to get inefficient persons sent out?—That depends upor two things—the man you
choose, and the salary he receives.

29. Do you suppose, then, that any one individual holding such an office could undertake
to execute those powers to the full extent necessary for the whole emigration required,
supposing it to amount to 10,000 persons per annum ?—A man might inspect and pass
50 persons per diem, and he would have 19 weeks out of the year for other purposes, such
as travelling, &c.

30. Are you aware that the Land and Emigration Commissioners have already agents
employed whose duty itis toinspect the intending emigrauts ?—Yes; at the ports, { believe.

31. You appear to be acquainted with the county of'Gloucester ; have you perused the
Return now gefore the Committee, which sets forth the number of persons who emigrated
from that county 2—1 have ; and the number is rather more than 200.

a2. Do you consider this the fair number that might have been expected, if due diligence
had been used ’—Probably it is; but if machinery has been more introduced since 1 held
my commission, there will be an unemployed population.

3. Have you a general acquaintance with the inland counties of England ?7—Yes, I know-
a hittle of Cambridge.

34. You are acquainted with Cambridge, you say ?—I am.

35. It appears from the Return that the number from Cambridge was 23; do you think
that a fair number ?—I do, and for this reason—-the population are all employed, and at fair
wages, in cultivating iow land which has been recently drained.

36. Do you conceive, then, there is disposition to emigrate from Cambridge 2—There
might be from towns and districts of the higher land of that county; but I should doubt it.

37. Are there any other counties in England from which you think it more practicable to
obtain labour than Cambridge 7~~Yes, from Lancashire, Warwickshire, and from Yorkshire.

8. Your expectations then, it would appear, are principally fixed on the manufacturing
districts 7— Yes, because 1 think in those districts you will find a greater redundance of
population; and if it be objected that they have hved in towns, necessity will force them
to a change of habit and occupation.

39. What degree of assistance do you think it possible to obtain from the Poor Law Com-
missioners, in aid of emigration >—For information, every assistance ; for monetary assistance,
I cannot say ; but I remember having proposed some time agoin England, that the parishes
should pay A portion of emigration charges ; and now that 1 touch upon that point, I should
wish to observe, that as all aid from the Boards of Guardians is lent, and recoverable whe;n
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/ the man gets work, (it is 2 fandamental principle of the new Poor Law,) so I think that the

emigrant who comes out here should repay or refund 2 portion of his passage out of wages;
there may be some serious difficulties in the way, but I am anxious to make the suggestion.

40. Are you not aware, that although there be no marked superabundance of labour in
the agricultural districts, yet it often is the case, that the wages of the labouring classes are
barely sufficient for mere subsistence ?—I am aware of it, but an agricultural Iabourer is
almost as a serf upon the soil, and is loth to leave his home. I find that the labourer, in the
time of Edward I1I.,could obtain in exchange for his labour, just or nearly the same quantity
of wheat as he can in the Sresent day ; and this is a class whose wages I find to have always
been just sufficient, or litule more than a mere subsistence.

41. Do you not think thet many persons, whose means are so limited, might be induced
to better their condition by emigrating to this colony 7—I do not think the Tanded interest
could spare the labour in large quantities; if restrictions as to age could be much extended,
parents might come over with good sized children, and I think it would be advisable to offer
mducements for transplanting the young shoots.

42. Do you consider that much advantage would arise from communication being opened
with the parochial clergy in England, with a view to obtain a desirable class of emigrants ?
—I think the best persons would be the guardians of the parishes, assuming a check in the
shape of an agent for the colony; the clergymen could render great assistance, and theagent
should be in communication with them; I always applied to the clergy during my official
investigations.

43. Do you not think that the influence of the clergy, among the young people who would
wish to marry, aud cannot do so at home, might be useful ?—I do.

44. Does not the reluctance of the peasantry to emigrate arise from theirignorance of this
country, and some apprehension that they may be deceived by false representations ?—The
geographical knowledge of the English peasant seldom extends beyond his parish.

45. Have you any acquaintance with Scotland or Ireland ?—I have not ; but from infor-
mation afforded me by my brother Commissioners, I think a large supply of labour might be
had from the manufacturing towns of Scotland, Paisley and others; and I may also add,
from Yorkshire. .

46. Do you think a suitable class of persons could be obtained from the weavers of Man-
chester?—-1 think they might make good shepherds.

47. Do you think, generally speaking, that they would be persons of good character, and
such as it would be desirable to introduce into the colony ?—I do; because the poor weavers
are a depressed and harmless set of men; I have seen them much emaciated.

48. Are they emaciated from distress or dissipation ?—Some few perhaps from dissipation,
but mostly from distress and confinement in small unhealthy rooms at their sedentary ¢ :u-
pations; nevertheless, I think it a place from which much labour might be procured.

49. Might not their addiction to combination render them undesirable as emigrants '—
All trades are given to combination, and in Sydney there is a great tendency to it; I am
aware that combinations in Sydney have, since my arrival, subscribed to send newly-arrived
immigrants to New Zealand, in order to keep up wages. I am also of opinion, that state-
ments emanate from these societies injurious to immigration.

50. Have you any documents which you would put in, and which you think would be
serviceable 7—1 have compiled Returns in a tabular form, which relate to the state of labour,
wages, food and clothing 1n Sydney, and throughout the colony, and which I have already
read to the Committee and laid upon the table; and I will now also hand in answers from
the police magistrates of different districts, relative to labour. [Put in.]

51. As a member of the Immigration Board, can you offer any suggestion for the improve-
ment of the present system of immigration—as to the selection of the immigrants, the conduct
of the ships, or the appointment of the officers taking charge of them 7—When [ became a
member of the Immigration Board, I suggested to Mr. Merewether the expediency of com-
municating throughout the districts, relative to the prices of provisions and clothing, as well
as rates of wages, and the prospective demand for labour, in order that the newly-arrived
immigrant might be furnished with the most accurate knowledge of the rates of wages, and
where labour was in demand. I was induced to make this recommendation, because I saw
that woany immigrants had left England in expectation of much higher wages than the colony
could afford, and that for want of authentic information, they were loth to accept fair and
reasonable tenders of engagement. To obviate this, I circulated, under sanction of his
Excellency, a series of inquiries, from which [ compiled the Returns and the remarks handed
in; and aithough these tables may be useful, they are not so valuable as I could wish, owing
to the desultory manner in which some of the information has been afforded me. 1 should
further suggest, that the appointed agent should select due and fit persons to act as superin-
tendents and surgeons of the ships; men of experience and of character, who have already
acted in similar situations, might be selected. Surgeons of the navy might be found well
fitted for the duties. I am induced to make these suggestions in consequence of my know-
ledge, that improper persons have come out in authority on board of emigrant ships; in one
case, a notorious housebreaker and bank robber came here as a surgeon. Some of the
surgeons, who have come out in immigrant ships, have been left destitute, and committed
svicide ; others have gone home as ship stewards. Itis, therefore, desirable that respect-
able and responsible personsshould be appointed to the important task of attending immi-
grants to the colony.

Thursday,
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Thursday, 9 June 1842.

Thomas Icely, Esq., called in, and Examined.

1. You are a proprietor of land and stock in the district of Bathurst ?—I am.

2. Do you also hold stations beyond the boundaries 7—I do.

3. Do you employ labour to a considerable extent?—I do; I employ from 100 to 120
working men, of whom about two-thirds are free; the others are bond ; part of the latter
are assigned to myself ; and part to my partaer, and the remainder have been transferred to
‘me with estates which I have purchased from persons who had convicts assigned to them.

4. Have you had any difficulty in obtaining free labour lately, and at a reduced rate of
‘wages 7—I have not.

5. Will you state the average rate of wages you are now giving ?—To shepherds  am
now giving from 18/, to 20l. per annum.

6. What do you think is the average cost to you of each free man’s rations ?-~I generally
give a ration and a half between a man and his wife, the cost of which I would state 10 be
about 6. per week.

7. You have been absent from the colony; will you state for what period 2—From the
beginning of 1840 to the commencement of 1842.

8. Did you observe that any great difference had taken place in the circumstances of
the colony between the periods of your departure and return 2—A marked difference.

9. Will you state in what respect 2—About the time of  my departure from the colony,
the demand for labour was much greater than the supply ; and shtherds’ wages were at
least 50 per cent. higher than they are at present ; indeed the difficulty of obtaining shep-
herds on any terms was very great.

10. Were your profits as great when you paid the higher rate of wages you have spoken
of, as they now are on the lower rate?—They were then remunerative, whilst there are not
any profits at all now, even at the nresent lower rate of wages, in consequence of the
absence of all demand for surplus stock.

11. You say your profits were remuuerative when you left the colony; do you mean that
at that time you could effect sales for actual cash, or did you give credit?—Sales could
then be effected for actual money.

12. By what description of persons were purchases then generally made ?—By settlers
who had realised money, and also by persons who had embarked in the business of sup-
plying the South Australian and other markets, which latter outlets for our surplus stock no
longer exist.

13. Does the clip of wool pay the annual expenses incident on the management of the
sheep >~—Yes, it does.

14. If there were a ready market for the surplus stock, would sheep farming be profitable
now ?—It would.

15. From your long residence in the colony and extended experience, do you not think
that in the present condition of the colony, considering the cheapness of land and the low
price of stock, there is a very great inducement to capitalists to come here ?—1I do not
consider the present minimum price of land cheap; but from the very low and easy rate at
which stock can now be obtained, no time could Ee better for capitalists to arrive.

16. What then, in your opinion, is the reason that capitalists do not come, when they
might so profitably invest their money ?2—This colony suffers greatly by the reports which
are circulated at home of the distressed state of our money market, which induces a want
of confidence on the part of the English capitalists, who wiil not emigrate hither in the
present doubtful circumstances of the colony. Indeed I find that little, it any, of the money
already in the colony is invested in the purchase of either land or stock.

17. Can you staie any other circumstances which, in your opinion, have operated to
prevent capitalists from coming to the colony?—Yes; I think the raising the minimum
price of land has had that effect, as no person can profitably farm sheep on land purchased
at the present price.

18. Would the reduction of the minimum price of land to its old standard, of 5s. per
acre, have the effect of inducing capitalists to come to the colony ?—I have no doubt it
would.

19. Will you have the goodness to state what you consider to have been the effect of
raising the minimum price of land from 5s. to 12s. an acre upon the land fund and the
i,reneral interests of the colony ?—{ consider it has-had the effect of totally annihilating the

and fund, in consequence of its having prevented the capitalist from investing his capital
in the purchase of land, and thereby deprived the settler of all opportunity of effecting sales
of his suiplus siock, and thus put it out of his power to purchase fresh land from Govern-
ment; | was consulted by several capitalists when in England, who were desirous of
embarking in the purchase of stock and land in this country, as to their.prospects of profit if
they purchased at the increased price of land, and my Report confirming the opinious they
had themselves previously entertained, they were deterred from doing so; whereas, if the
‘minimum price had been lower, they would have had no doubts on the subject; I feel
satisfied that it has had the effect, not only in these cases, but generally, ot preventing
capitalists from emigrating.

20. Have you ever turned your attention to, and can you state what, in_your own mind,
should be fixed as the minimum price of land of fair average quality in this colony, so as
to make the purchase of it profitable for grazing purposes ?—I should say that 2s. 6d. per
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acre would be quite as much as the sheep farmer could afford to give for land, if he were
confined to his purchased land ; but I am of opinion that land of a better description would
always find ready sale at a price proportioned to its quality.

21. How many acres of land does it take on an average to support-one sheep ?—About
three acres. . ‘ .

22, Do you mean selected land, or land of average quality ?—Land of average quality.

23. You are an extensive holder of purchased land ?—Iam; I hold upwards of 40,000
acres of purchased land.

24. Will you state what effeect the change in the minimum price of land has had on the
value of your own property 7—Its effect has been to depreciate it so much in value, that.it
does not now pay expenses.

25. You have spoken of the diminished means of the settlers to purchase land ; do you
pot think that labour being more expensive now than it was five years ago, is the chief
cause of this decrease of means ?—It has undoubtedly had some tendency to decrease the
settlers’ means.

26. You have stated your opinion, that the increase of the minimum price of land has

revented capital from being brought out to the colony; do you not think that if a loan
{:ad been effected for immigration purposes, at the time such a measure was recommended
by the committee, it would have had the effect of retaining in the colony all the money
that has since been expended in the importation of labourers, and of furnishing the
colonists at the same time with an abundant su ?ly of labour, and thus have enabled them
1o puy the higher price since demanded for laud ?—I certainly think that one of the causes
of the present depression of the monctary affairs of the colony has been the immense sums
sent out of the country for the introduction of labour; and 1 am satisfied that had a lean
been effected, much of the cvil would have been prevented; if we could sell our surplus
stock, as in former years, we should continue to purchase land, if it was to be obtained ata
remunerative price, beyond which no prudent man will embark his capital, either in land or
any other commodity. . .

27. But are you satisfied or prepared to show that the want of a market for your surplus
stock is the consequence of the increase in the minimum price of land ?—I am satisfied
that such is the case. ‘

28. When was the minimum price increased P—About three years and a half ago; the
beginning of the year 1839.

29. Are vou awarc of the comparative sums of money which have been laid out upon
land since the increase in the minimum price i—I have no knowledge of thc comparative
sums which bave been received by Government under the old and new systems, but 1 believe
that the present price has caused a very great reduction of the land fund, if indeed it bas
not totally annihilated it.

30. Supposing that to have been occasioned by the increase in the minimum price, ought
it not to have immediately begun to show itself 7—I think it did ; from the commencement,
applications for land, in the older settlements, became less frequent.

31. Taking the colony generally, and speaking of country lands, not of town allotments,
are you aware that the money invested ie land in 1838, amounted to 100,000/ ?—I know
the amount was very considerable.

2. That was about the time of the rise in the minimum price of land ?—It was about
thattime, and before the effect of the rise had been felt.

33. When do you think the effect began to be felt?—I think, in the older settlements,
immediately. )

* 24. Are you aware that in 1830, upwards of 141,000l was put in circulation by the
price of country lands 7—Yes; but the greater portion of those lands had been applied for
at 5s. and had not been surveyed.

35. Was the effect, do you conceive, more felt in 1840?—1In the latter part of 1840, the
effects of the change began to be materially and practically felt.

36. Arc you aware that in the year 1840, upwards of 198,000 I. wee invested in the pur-
clinse of country lands in the colony at large >—I am aware that a very large sum of money
was so invested ; the grealer part by speculators at Port Phillip, and the recently opened
country to the south.

'37. Are you aware that in that year, there were no country lands whatever sold for so
low an average price as 12 5. !—I am.

38. Do you think that if the sum of money invested in these purchases, and spent in the
introduction of labour, had been retained in the colony, the rise in the price of land would
seriously have affected the price of stock, and the general interests of the settlers *—I think
it wouid have injuriously affected both, but the effect would certainly not have been so
serious,

39. Are you aware that a very large proportion of these sums was laid out in 1839 and
1840 1 am.

40. Are you not also aware that the people knew that the price was aboul to be raised ?
~That was the general impression.

41. Do you not think that that knowledge induced persons to speculate in land with a view
to probit by the anticipated rise 7+-The general impression was that the price of land would
be raised throughout the colony.

42. Are you not also aware that a very large amount of capital was brought into the
colony by the English Banks at that time, and that that also tended to induce speculation
in land?—I am, and that the introduction of that capital afforded increased facilities to

parties to raise money.
43. What
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- 43, What is the present state of the parties who so specnlated ?—Many of them arc
ruined. .

44. Do you think that the raising the minimum price of land has bad the effect of
sustaining the value of your land at what you paid for it, or has it depressed it 2—It has
diminished the value of my land; I was offered 15s. per acre for my land when the
minimum price was 55., but I could not now obtain that sum, although many thousands of
pounds have since been expended on the property. : .

45. Do younot think that it is more probable now, than it was in 1839, that the minimum
price will be raised to 20s. ?—1I do not think it probable, but should it be 8o, nothing can
be more fatal to the welfare of this country. .

Friday, 10 June 1842.

Lawrence V. Dalhunty, Esq.. called in, and Examined.

1. In what part of the colony are you settled 7—iu the Wellington district.

2. As an owner of purchased land, or an occupier under a depasturing license ?——As an
-occupier under a depasturing license. ‘

3. Can you state to the Committee what you suppose to be the extent of the land you
occu;g ?—1I cannot, my stations are so unconnected. ) )

4. Can you sy what may be the area of your head station 7—About 6,000 acres.

5. V‘;hat descirption of stock have you there ?—Principally sheep, with some few head
of cattle. ’

.6. What number of sheep might 6,000 acres be considered generally adequate to keep ?
—Thut depends principally on the seasons, and the description of the land ; the seasons
latterly have been very bad, but in oidinary seasons, I might keep with advantage from
about 1,800 to 2,000 sheep.

: 7. With cattle besides 2—The run is scarcely of sufficient extent for depasturing cattle
also.

8. Supposing you had a cattle station of the same extent, and adapted for cattle or horses,
wyhalt number could you keep on it It would require about 8,000 acres for 1,000 head of
cattle.

9. What do you consider ought to be the extent of a cattle station >—From 8,000 to
10,000 acres, provided the country was well watered, with a rich description of soil.

10. Would horses take as great an extent ?—Horses are never kept in the same numbers,
and would not consequently require such an extent. ’

11, Do ?'ou consider that the country is pretty ncarly as fully occupied as it can be, or
is there still room for other stations *—The occupied country is overstocked ; many persons’
flocks, in consequence, have suffered from being too much confined.

12. What extent westward is this the case >~—As far as Mount Harris.

13. What number of depasturing #censes do you suppose are issued for the country you
are now alluding to ?—About 100 licenses are issued for the district of Wellington.

14. Do you venture with much confidence to make improvements at your hiead station,
considering that you have only a ycarly license -—I make only such rude improvements
as are absolutely necessary.

15. Would you venture to make what might be considered permanent improvements,
such as a house for a respectable family ?—No, I should not.

16. Does this mode of life engender carelessness, idleness and uncivilized habits among
the population ?—1I think ui0t; the people are generally industrious, and well-behaved ; |
attribute the regularity awc.ongst them principally to the absence of public-houses, and the
circumstance of most of my shepherds being married, and their wives acting as hut-keepers,
a duty they perform well,

17. Would you conceive it desirable to improve the condition of your buildings, so as
to wake them suitable for more permanent purposes, if you had alonger license ?—1I should
think it very desirable.

18. Do you ot think it would be desirable if some system were adopted which would secure
to the settler the valuc of any improvements he might make on his station, and warrant the
erection of such permanent buildings as would induce him to reside there ?—1 do, and
should probably make a residence for myself on my own station, as I consider that an
absentee cannot expect that his property could beso well managed as if he were on the spot.

19. Would it not be more advantageous to you, to obtain possession of the run itself, for
aterm of years, than to take out an annual license ?—It would be much more advantageous,

becauze 1should then hold my stations with some degree of certainty ; my improvements °

would not be wrested from me, and I could carry on my operations with greater advantage,
and might eventually become the purchaser of the land.

20. Suppose it were possible to purchase a small quantity, sufficient to secure the
buildings, would you purchase?—I do not think I should be inclined to do so, unnless I
could purchase or secure to myself the wholc of my stations ; the onc being useless without

-the other.

21. You at present hold your station under a yearly license only; suppose you could
obtain a small portion, by purchase, to secure your buildings, would you tot do so rather
than remain under your present uncertainty ?~—L should rather not purchase at all, than
purchase only a small portion.

22. By purchase it might be more desirable to sccure your station for a certain number
of years?—I do not see what benefit I should derive from it, except it would give me an
additional security as to possession.
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NEW 24. By enabling you to lay out capital, would it not be beneficial ?—It would be so if I
SOUTH WALES. shogld h?tve the agdv};nmge of securixﬂg the original possession of all the stations I now
e occupy.
L. V. Dalhunty, 24. Suppose the purchase-money were converted into a rent for a certain number of
Esq. years ?——Xn annual rent would be more beneficial.
—_— 25. Suppose a proposal of this kind were made, that by paying a certain anoual rent for

10 Ju . L . . A .
ne 1842 14 years, at the terinination of that period you should have the option, either to retain the

land with the improvements, or to receive back the value of the improvements, would that
not be advantageous i—I think that this would be a very fair arrangement, as it would not
subject me to the loss of my outlay.

26. Do yor conceive that a plan of that kind might induce stockholders to reside at
their stations ¢—TI think that suclia plan might lead settlers to reside on their stations instead
of committing them to the charge of overseers.

27. What security do you think you could give to the government that the rent would
be paid, or what remedy would you give tiie government in case of non-payment 7—If a
party fail to pay, the rent might be levied by distress, and his goeds and chattels sold for
the amount.

28. Do you think the government cught to insist on a certain sum bein~ laid out in
improvemeonts, as a security that the rent would be paid ?—~I should think thuca respectable
person would veluntarily inake such improvements as would afford adequate security to the'
government,

29. Then you do not think that a respectable man would have any objection to be required
to lay out a moderate sum in improvements, by way of security to government f—I do not
think any respectable man would see a ground of objection to his being required to make
such improvements as would afford security to the government; in fact, to occupy the land
with advantage he must of necessity do so. :

30. Would the institution of such a system be beneficial to you even now ?—1I think it
would.

31. What is the utmost sum per annum that a settler could afford to pay, to obtain a
scction or 640 acres of land on the terms mentioned }—If it were optional with him to
sclect bis station in one block, and he were, as proposed, to have a lease of it for 14 years,
I think about 4o0/. per annum would be as much as a settler could afford to give in the
district of Wellington.

2. Do you not conceive it would be a very difficult andertaking to fix upon the value
of the improvements at the expiration of the 14 years :—A public auction would probably
best show their value. :

353. Do you not think a higher sum than you have mentioned could be afforded by indi-
viduals 2—The district T allude to, being a grazing country, and not suited to agriculture, I
do not think more could be given with reasonable ad\'anw]t,;c to the occupant. :

34. Do you think the land you spealk of is fit for any other purpose than grazing I do
not think any grain could be grown on it with advantage, owing entirely to the prevalent
wantof rain ; it is this dryness of the climate, however, which so peculiarly adapts the district
to sheep farming.

35. Do you see any prospect of its cver being fit for any other purpose 1—1 do noz.

36. At the present prices of sheep, wool and land, what could the settlers afford to pay
for licenses to occupy land i—In the present state of the country, no man could afford to
oive more than he Is at present required to pay for his license and assessment.

37. All you want, then, is a tolerable certainty of occupying it, and that you might
acquire, by merely paying the rent, and.so securing to yeurself your run and the improve-
ments ?—A settler could afford to pay rent for his station, in order to secure his occupancy,
but he could not afford to buy an extent of land sufficient for grazing purposes. :

38. But the district you allude to, being so well adapted for sheep, though not for agri-
culture, do you not think, that obtaining the certain occupntion for 14 years of the extent
of land you have named, besides the permanent tenure, if you wished it, of the selecied
section, would make the whole together worth more than 4o, per annum above what it is
worth now ?—1I do not mean to say that it may not be worth more, but I think that in their
present circumstances, settlers could not affurd to pay more. . ’ '

30. Do you not think that this system might have a tendency to bring about a better
state of things, by disposing persons to purchase stock when they had the means ?—I do
not think that persons would be willing to buy on any terms, unless they had cheap labour,
and could rent land on easy terms.

40. What rate of wages would you coasider you could afford to pay ?—The wages
siould not be higher than 15¢. per annum, which, with 151 for rations, including tea, sugar
and tobacco, would be quite as high a sum as the settler can afford to give for one man’s
Jabour, under present circumstances. ) ‘

41. Suppose the wages were 20 L. per annum ?—If the luxuries of tobacco, tea and sugar
were not allowed, 54 could be added to the wages. )

42. Do you think there would be any difficulty on the part of government to regain
possession of the leased land, after the expiration of the 14 years ?—1I should think that
the government would have no difficulty in recovering possession at the expiration of the
14 years. ) e

43. Do you think this system better than the system of sale ?—I think it is; sale under
present circumstances being impossible. -

44. Do you think no portion of land would be s21d even at 5s. per acre?—1I do not think
that any person could afford to buy land evep at that price, except for the purpose I have

already stated —to secure the heud station, with jts improvements. :
45. Would

-
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45. Would such persons not probably also purchase the water frontage, so as to secure
the runs permanently for their own use ?—They might buy smal} portions for head stations,
but they could not afford to buy the whole extent required at that or any other price; but
I think they most probably would buy the water frontage, as they would thereby secure to
themselves the occupancy of three or four other sections behind.

46. The government would, of course, be as capable of guarding against such an occur-
rence under that system, as any other that might be devised ; it would not be peculiarly
felt under that system ?—I think it would be less so, because a settler would buy the land
where he had already placed himself with advantage.

47. Do you think such a system would induce a desirable class of emigrants with capital
to come out to this colony !—I do not think it would have that effect.

48. Would you not think it a preferable system at once to put up the lease for sale for
thelterm of 14 years ?—The land would in that case require survey, which could scarcely
be done.

49. Do you think that 5s. peracre, paid down in cash, to be employed in bringin~ labour
into the colony, would be more or less beneficial to the colony, than the price <. :*out
165. an acre, to be paid during a period of 14 years, and to bc annually laid 0. ‘=« the
same purpose ?—1I should think that é)aying the 16s. per acre, and expending ; Lwly,
according to the plan proposed, would be more beneficial to the colony, as it would imme-
diately create a fund. . .

50. Then you think it would be better to expend in that manner 25 per cent. annually,
than the 100 per cent. at once ?—Yes.

51. To what do you attribute the present distress of the settlers 2—To various causes,
pax:li{cularly the want of Jabour, and the absence of new settlers to purchase the surplus
stock.

2. Do you find any want of labour yourself2—The want has latterly been less felt, and
wages have in consequence been reduced from 25/. to 20l.

53. Do you cousider that the present low rate of wages would continue, if immigration
were o cease 7—The fall in wages is to be atiributed wholly to a prospect of continued
immigration, and if immigration were to cease, an iinmediate rise in wages, would, I think,
take place. .

54. Have you found the immigrant labourers of a suitable class for shepherds :—1I have,
after they gain a little experience.

55- Have you found them as useful, upon an average, as the prisoners were ?>—I do not
consider them so available as the prisoners, in consequence of their not being so tuch
under control.

56. Have you not an advantage in being able to reimburse yourself for any loss that may
be occasioned through their negligence or misconduct !~—Their wages are so paltry, that
they would not be sufficient to compensate proprietors for losses, and it is not to be supposed
a servant would serve bis master with advantage if his wages were withheld; the only
rcimedy a proprietor would have would be to send them to gaol, in case the losses were
occasioned by their neglect or carelessness,

57. Do you know what class of persons those immigrants have been at home ?—Those
that I have hired have generally been Highlanders, and persons accustomed to a country
life ; and therefore I have not experienced many losses.

58. Have you not found that tﬁc immigrant shepherds have been more carefil than the
convicts i—1 have.

59. Have you ever had any immigrants from towns, and employed them as shepherds ?
—Yes. -

60. Have they proved good shepherds ?—After a little teaching they have made quite as
good shepherds as any other cluss of men.

61. Then you have no doubt that from emigrant labourers, from the United Kingdom, a
good class of persons can be obtained as shepherds t—Certainly ; the immigrants can be
wade shepherds without any dificulty.

2. Do any practical means suggest themselves to you, for restoring the colony to its
former prosperity i—Cheap labour and an influx of capital are the only meaus which occur
to me as being likely to bring about that result.

63. Do you think the clip of wool at present pays for the management of the sheep ?—
It depends wholly upon the management ; with good management, the wool at its present
price would pay all expenses attendanton sheep farming, but would not pay for luxuries.

G4. If there were a ready market for the surplus, would sheep-farming be a profitable
pursuit ?—Certainly ; we only require to get rid of our surplus stock to make our business
profitable. i

65. Then do you think that if there were an abundant supply of labour, capitalists would
be induced to invest their morey in the purchase of your surplus stock ?—Yes, a continued
sulpply of labour would certainly be the most effectual restorative of the prosperity of the
culony.

66.yAre there any unemployed labourers in your district /—There are no persons con-
stantly out of employment; as soon as a man is out of one service he can find employment
in another.

67. To what cause do you principally attribute the non-investment of capital in the pur-
chase of stock 2—Principally to the want of labour; the rate of wages being still too high
to induce capitalists to invest their money in stock.

68. What means would you propose to adopt, to reduce wages to what the settler could
afford to puy —1I would proposc that immigration should be carried on to an equal extent
with that of the last two years.

100, Q 69. What
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69. What do you consider has occasioned the cessation of immigration —The want of
funds. :

70. To whatdo gou attribute the want of funds?—The government not having been able
to raise a land fund. :

71. To what do you attribute the fact of the government not being able to raise 2 land
fand 7—One of the priucipal reasons is, the price the government have fixed for land being
too high to allow persons to buy it for sheep farming.

72. What effect has therise in the minimum price of land had on your own property i—It
has ]Lmd the effect of increasing the ratc of wages, and thereby preventing the sale of surplus
stock.

73+ Then it has depreciated the value of your stock ?—It has. -

Tuesday, 14 June 1842.

Laurence V. Dalkunty, Esq., re-calied, and further Examined,

1. HavE you ever known the price of grazing land and of stock so cheap in the colony
as at this moment ?—In the years 1828 and 1829, stock was as cheap or cheaper than it is
now, owing to the depressed state of the celony during that period.

2. Have you ever considered the possibility of reducing the money wages of shepherds,
or labourers generally, by giving them an interest in iour shecp or stock establishments, or
by commuting sheep or stock for money wages?—1I have in several instances paid part of
wages in cattle, instead of moncy; I have found that some of the immigrants, particularly
the Scotch, prefer this mode of remuneration.

3. Would not that system, where the sale of cattle is so restricted as at present, afford
great relief to the settlers?—It would be paying wages in property instead of money, and
would so far be beneficial,

4. Would it not assist materially in removing the present difficulties of the settlers ?—It
would certainly, in some measure, assist in the removal of present difficulties,

5. If it were shown to your servants, that by persevering in such a system for a few years,
they might themselves become capitalists, do you not think they would generally prefer that
mode of payment to any other?—1I think they are even now anxious tc obtain property in
this manner.

6. Are you aware of any objections which might be urged against this system ?—There
are objections to the system ; the principal of which is, the confusion that would ensue
were it generally acted on between the master’s stock, and thatof his servants, which would
100 often lead to the suspicion, that the servant had appropriated his master’s stock.

7. Might not a resident master, with due vigilance, guard against that?—Yes, provided
the servant’s stock was not permitted to increase on bis station bevond a certain number.,

8. Would you venture to allow your' men to possess as mzay as 100 head of cattle;
supposing them to be good men ?—I should not like to doso ; IfI did, I should grant itas
an indulgence only to trustworthy servants. It is only by management such as this that an
estate can now be made to pay; but I would remark, that it is a planwhich can only be
pursued where the master resides on his property, and only by an experienced person.

9. Do you suppose when 20l. or 251. wages are spoken of, that they are geuerally, or in
many cases, paid In cattle?—No; 1do not think thai wages are generally paid in produce,
although 1am aware they are frequently so.

10. How is the price at which the cuttle are estimated settled between you and your
servants —I generally put such & price on the cattle as the servants are ready to admit as
reasorable, and will at once give for them.

Thursday, 16 June 1842,
George Coz, of Winboure, Penrith, Esq., called in, and Examined.

1. Do you find the supply of labour more adequate to your wants at present than in
former years 7—1I do.

2. Have wages in consequcnce been considerably reduced ?—They have been reduced,
but not very considerably ; in respect to rations, however, we have been enabled to do away
with tea and sugar in most cases, which has much reduced our expenses.

3. Do you consider that at the present rate of wages, the growth of wool is remunerative
to the setler —~Taking the growth of wool, and the sale of stock together, I thinkit hardly
is; and therefore, the growth of wool alone, certainly will not pay the expenditure; but
with the wool, and a ready remunerating market for stock, sheep-farming would pay in
most seasons. At present, I feel it impossible to pay my servants’ wages.

4. What is the state of the market for surplus stock at the present time 2—There is vo
demand at a remunerating price. 1 have shecp now ready for sale, and which I must sell,
but 1 have not yet een able to obtain an offer for them, although they are butchers’ meat.

5. Have you formed any calculation of what the actual consumption of sheep is in the

"colony, for the purposes of food !(—1I Lave not.

6. Is there any exportation of sheep at the present time to other colonies —Not that I
am awarc of. '
7. Do your remarks apply in an equal degree to horned cattle as well as sheep i—Yes,
they do.
8. Will you inform the Committee to what you attribute the present depression 7—It hias
principally arisen since the rise in the minimun price of land, which has placed it beyond
the
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the power of parties to purchase land with any prospect of profitably breeding stock ; and SOUTII?ILW ALES.
to this circumstance I attribute the depression.

9. At what rate do you think it would answer a newly arrived colonist to purchase land
for grazing purposes, supposing wool to remain at its present price ?—Before determining B
this price, it would be necessary to ascertain the price of stock—the one being dependent %
on the other, At the present time, it would not answer an old colonist, much less a new 16 Jine 1842.
comer, to purchase land even at 1s. per acre. There is no demand for stock, except -
amongst the butchers, and they have screwed down the breeders to the very lowest possible
price. The returns from stock are at present so reduced to the grazier that they will produce
no profit, but on the contrary, a loss. Breeders are obliged to kill female stock, and thus
the profits-are still further reduced. I have killed this season more than the increase of my
female sheep.

10. In your opinion, would it effect the removal of those difficulties, if the price of land
were again reduced 2—I think it would, if it caused speculation in stock, and thus created
for us a market for sheep, which at present we have not. )

11. It would no doubt relieve the present holder of stock, in so far as it would put the
purchaser in his position, but would it relieve the colony generally, by the creation of a
permanent demand for the surplus stock ?—I should think it would relieve the colony gene-
rally, inasmuch as it would increase the annual export of wool, by inducing capitalists to
come to the colony and invest their capital in sheep.

12. Would not this increase the annual income of the colony, and give the old settlers
the means of improving their establishments, and of employing additional labour 7—1f we
nad @ permanent and fixed sale for stock, it would enable us to keep more servants, and
carry on improvements which we cannot now do.

13. It is very evident that this would follow, if a permanent demand for sheep were
created, but the question is, in what manner this change would be brought about by the
reduction of the minimum price of land to 5s.?—1I can only say, I suppose it would be
brought about in this way ; capitalists would come if it appeared to be to their advantage.

14. What was the state of the colony, with respect to the interests of the graziers, when
the minimum price was 5s. ?—The state of the graziers was then prosperous beyond measure.

15. Do you think that prosperity was owing entirely to the minimum price being at 5s.?
—I conclude it was to a considerable extent; it induced parties to purchase stock ; they felt
that they could afford to purchase ; and the sale of the stock of the old settlers enabled them
to purchase land from the government, and thus increase the fund for the importation of
labour, which tu a young colony is most valuable if it can be employed.

16. Did not that enable and induce the old settlers to give a price for land far beyond 3s.
per acre 7—In some instances old settlers would give a higher price for land in particular
situations rather than lose it, although they might feel assured that they were giving more
than the actual value of that spot of land. I myself was induced to give as much as 13s.
per acre, which I knew was much more than the land was worth ; but I was unwilling that
any other party should purchase it.

17. You think then, that the minimum price of 125. per acre is beyond the present value
of grazing land, and that this causes the newly arrived immigrant to hesitate as to the outlay
of %)is capital in live stock 7—I amn quite sure it is; the old settlers themselves could not
ufford to give 125, per acre for grazing laud, and the newly arrived immigrant, perceiving
this, refrains from the purchase of either land or stock, and puts out his capital at interest,
as affording the most certain return.

18. Has not this the effect then of leaving the unsold land in the occupation of the old
settlers without purchase 2—1It has, to a trifling extent; the unsold lands, adjoining the old
settlers’ parchased lands, arc left for his benefit. He is not interfered with in any way,
while he refrains from establishing stations on them.

19. So far then the ruising the minimum price is an advantage to the old settlers 7—So
far it is, because no one will purchase at the increased rate; bat this advantage is more than
counterbalanced by jts having prevented the purchase of such.

20. Cun the old settler, under the existing depressed circumstances of the colony, avail
himself of that advantage ?—He cannot avail himself of it in the present extremely depressed
state of the colony, and for this reason ; finding he has no sale for his stock at a remuncrating
price, he cannot afford to hire servants to look after an increased number of sheep, and even
if be could, he would not be able to sell any portion of that increased number; therefore
waste lands within the boundaries are almost valueless to him in the present circumstances
of the colony. :

21. Was there more land sold at 5s. per acre, than is actually occupied for grazing pur-
poses 3 that is, is there any iand purchased at that price now lying waste ?—1 do not know
of any purchased land in my district which is unoccupied, and [ know of none which is
allowed 10 lie waste; I have not enough of land for my stock,

22. Is that the case gencrally with the setilers, even the large purchasers of Jand ?—I do
not thivk there is an individual in the colony who has purchased land enough to graze his
stock upon. .

23. If you had a market for your surplus stock, would you purchase land at the present
price ?—It' I had sale for my surplus stock, and land was at = reasonably remunerating price,
I should purchase cvery year.

24. Are you a purchaser to a considerable cxtent at present 7—I have purchased about
16,000 acres. ]

_ 25. Is that land fit for any other purpose than grazing i—Some is, but generally speaking
it is only suited for grazing. .
109. o] 26. What
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26. What proportion of it may be fit for agricultural purposes P—I can hardly say; a
great deal might be fit for agriculture, but from want of a market for the produce, or its
great distance from a market, it would be of no use to put it under culiivation.

27. Does the climate in the district you allude to, admit of agricultural pursuits?—I
think the climate is favourable to the growth of wheat; we suffer from drought, but the
crops are heavy, and the wheat keeps well ; we have found that it has kept for two years
perfectly well.

28. Do you consider the value of your land depreciated lately, as well as your stock 7—
In the present depressed state of thecolony, I do not think that there would be a purchaser
for grazing land at all, if it was put up in any quantity.

29. To what do you auribute this depreciation in the value of your land :—1I attribute it
to tllle x;iuimum price of land being raised by government to more than the real value of
the land.

30. Then you do not think the keeping up the government minimum price of land has
had the effect of keeping up the value of land generally in the colony I think not,
but rather the reverse; it certainly appears that ever since tge raising of the minimum price
by government, the sale of land for grazing purposes has come to an end.

31. Do you include the land at Port Phillip in your observations P—I speak in reference
only to lands in this part of the colony, and such as are required for grazing purposes, not
to lands in the district of Port Phillip.

32. The value of your property then generally has depreciatcd, and you are thereby deprived
of that means of engaging labour, which you have been in the habit of employing ¢—Such
is the case; and I am reducing my estabfi'shment every day, and must continue to do so.
I have not the meuns of paying the wages of the servants at present employed on my
establishment.

33. Do you think the general distress now prevailing will cause a reduction of wages ?—
It must cause a reduction of wages; we cannot afford to employ our present number of
hands at the present rate of wages, and therefore we must discharge our servants, unless
wages come down.

34. Do you not think the present low price of stock affords an excellent opportunity for
capitalists to invest their money ?—1 have been much suprised that capitalists have not
invested capital in stock, as they could not fail to derive a large profit from purchases made
at the very low and ruinous rate to the seller for which stock may at present be obtained.

Thursday, 16 June 1842.

Henry O'Brien, Esq., J. P, called in, and Examined.

" 1. ARE you in the occupation of a large extent of government land beyond the boun-
daries of location ~—I am.

2. Can you state the number of sheep or cattle which you generally have on such land ?
—1I have at present, I think, about 12,000 sheep; 1 have no cattle under my own manage-
ment on the government lands.

3. What extent of land do you occupy in that way ?—From about 20,000 to 25,000 acres;
I am not certain as to the exact quantity. i

4. Do you consider that the uncertain tenure of such land exposes the occupier to any
disadvantages, in the event of any change of system on the part of government, tending
to cut up his land i(—Not under the present state of the colony ; but by a change of vystem
on the part of the government, at a time when sales could be effected to a great extent,
stockholders might be subjected to very ruinous consequences.

5. Would you upon any fair and moderate terms avail yourself of an opportunity to easure
the possession of the land you speak of for a term of years; and do you think that sach
would be the disposition of the settlers generally ?—1 should certainly avail myself of such
an offer, and, as far as | am able to judge, other settlers would do so toe.’

6. Suppose you were secured in the occupation of that land for a reasonable number of
years, atnd on the same terms, would you think it advisable to purchase any portion of the
run, in order to form your head station upon it, und to carry improvements into effect 7—-
Much would of course depend upon the conditions of purchase, and extension of the lease.

7- Suppose, for example, that the lease was granted for 14 years p—Then I should be
very glad to purchase, on being allowed time for the payment of the purchase-money ; it
could be paid with ease by the purchaser, by annual instalments duriug the lease.

8. Can you make any calculation as to what it would be worth while paying annually,
during the 14 years, to secure the uccupation of the wholt run, and the fee simple of the
head station 7—1I should say that the present minimum price of 12s. per acre could be
paid with advantage. The Jand to be occupied with each section so purchased, I suppose
to be sutficient 1o support 10,000 sheep in all seasons, making allowance, of course, for
the great proportion of perfectly useless lund annexed to the grazing grounds now occupicd
by stockholders throughout the colony ; some parts being so from their utter worthlessuess,
and others from either the total or occasional absence of water.

g. Do you think such a plan would encourage partics to embark capital in stock and
sheep farming, and so bring about a demand, which does not exist at present, for your
surplus stock ?—I think it would induce parties to invest their capital in that way, and
thus of course create a demand for stock ; 1 feel persuaded that even under present circum-
stances large sums would be invested in stock, but for the high rate of interest allowed on
deposits in the colonial banks, which if withheld, would at once induce investmentltoa

arge
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Jarge amount in stock, to the great benefit of our banking companies themselves, as well
as of all other classes.

10. Can you form any opinion as to whether this would be as great an inducement to
ppersons to invest their capital in sheep farming, as a general reduction in the price of land
would be ?—I think it would be a greater inducement thun a reduction in the minimum
price of land. Even if the price of land were reduced to the lowest possible amount,
I do not thiuk persons could afford to purchase it, as their capital would be much more
advantageously invested in the purchase of stock, and few have the means to invest in
both stock and land to any great extent.

13, Does it appear to you, if persons had such an occupation of these lands as would
enable them to derive a profit from them, that they would be disposed to become purchasers
of land ?—1I think it would be a very natural consequence.

12. If ju should be productive of a demand for land in that way, would it not advance
the value of landed property generally ?—1 think it would certainly have that tendency,
both within and without the boundaries of location.

13..Does your experience satisfy you that the landed interest is at this moment in a very
depressed state, and that it requires some such measure as that alluded to to relieve it ?—I
do not think that it has ever been so much depressed, as at the present time, or 50 1much in
want of support. )

14. What practical measure can you suggest to relieve that distress ?~—The only measure
1 can recommend is a loan, which, however, I fear is beyond the reach of the government.

15. To what purpose would you propose that that loan should be applied ?—I would
propose that it should be lent in sums to individuals, on mortgage, for three years, at bank
interest.

16, If the government had a large sum of money to lend to persons wishing to mortgage
their lands, do you think it would have a beneficial effect i—I certainly think it would.

17. Would the borrowing of money in that way have any effect in increasing general
profits ?—I should think so; there are many persons who, if they had the present means
of carrying on their operations, must eventually make profits.

18. To what causes do you attribute the present unexampled depression of the grazing
and landed interests of the colony >—The want of a market for the surplus sheep and cattle,
the high rate of wages paid for labour, aud the low prices obtained for wool both in the
colonial and English markets, during the past three years.

19. Can you explain how it arises, that whilst there is no market for surplus stock, the
import of provisions from foreign countries should be so great 2—I should imagine that it
is the result of speculation from foreign markets.

20. Can fou suggest any means of creating a market for surplus stock 2—Not any.

21. Would not the arrival of men of capital, as formerly, be likely to revive the demand ?
—It might, and most assuredly would have that effect, were the banks to discontinue
interest on deposits, & system which must injure even themselves eventually.

22, To what cause do you attribute the talling off in the number of capitalists coming
to the colony?—1It is probably owing to the unfavourable accounts which they have
received of the state of our affairs, which in many instances has been exaggeraced by
writers in the public prints of the colony.

23. From what time do you date the present depression, and to what do you particularly
attribute it ?—1I think the depression commenced about three years ago, zm(i was occasioned
in 51dgreat measure by a fall in the price of wool, and the high price of labour at that

ertod.
P 24. Is not the price of labour falling very fast :—Not now.

25. Have you any difficulty in procuring labour in your neighbourhood f ~— Not at

present. .
" 26. What is the average wages now given in the country you allude to ?—From 2517 to
30l per annum, with rations, in the Murrumbidgee district. I have discharged some
men, to whom [ was paying 25 /. each per aunum, owing to their demanding 301, and
have becn compelled in consequence, to instruct my superintendent to put two flocks of
sheep in one, rather than subject myself to the payment of such high rates of wages.

27, What do you reckon to be the value of the ration ?— At the lowest estimate 141 ;
the meat and flour are produced on the station, the tea and sugar are taken at the Syduey
prices, allowing for the cost of carriage to the interioz, and for waste in the issuing.

28. Will the profits of your establishment enable you to continue these wages?—
Certainly not.

29. Are you a large holder of land by purchase 2—I have purchased about 9,000 acres.

30. Do you find the value of that land depreciated as well as your stock ?—I cannot
say, as I have notoffered any of my land for sale.

31. What effect has the raising of the government minimum price of land had on the
interests of the colony ?—1 have not given this matter sufficient consideration to be able
‘to afford any information to the Committee on the subject.

32. Do you think it calculated to prevent men of capital coming to the colony ?—1
should say that persons at home would be much more likely to come out with capital, if
they could purchase land at 5s., particularly when they know that the return to be
obtnined from land purchased at ihe increased minimum rate is but small, if indeed any.

33. If men of capital had been induced to come out by the low price of land, would not
that hdn!ve afforded u considerable market for the surpius stock of the settlers?~Most
-assuredly.
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34. Would that not have tended in a great measure to relieve the colony from its present
state of depression 2—Certainly. : -

35. If there was a sale for the surplus stock, would not there be considerable profits to
the - sheepholder in this colony, supposing that the price of the wool would cover all the
expenses attendant upon sheep farming’?—Most assuredly ; and at no time within my
recollection has there been a more favourable opportunity-than the present, owing to the
low price of stock, for persons of capital to invest money in stock with & certainty of
realizing large profits.

36. So far as the price of stock is concerned, do you not consider the present a very
favourable opportunity for newly arrived capitalists to invest money in the colony 2—At
the present low price of stock, I know of no more certain source of profit than the
investment of capital in stock. Some years ago stock was very high, and persons newly
arrived purchased largely ; the sudden fall in the price of stock, which took place shortly
af;crwards, caused embarrassment to some of these purchasers, and total ruin, it is said, to
others. '

37. What was the state of the graziers when the minimum price of land was 5s. per
acre *—Very good.

38, Did 1t remain so during the whole of that period, or was there any interruption to
their prosperity ?—There was no interruption to the prosperous state of their affairs, so far
as I can recollect. ' .

39. Were there any other circumstances which, in your opinion, contributed to that
prosperity 7—Yes, we had a large influx of immigrants at that time, which considerably
reduced the price of labour; wool brought a high price both in England and in the colony;
and the government took about 500 tons of salted meat from the settlers annually, for
some years, but do not do so now, owing to the diminished numbers of convicts whom
they have to provide for.

40. Did not this enable the old settlers to purchase lands in the neighbourhood of their

establishments, and to give a much higher price than 5s. per acre for them ?—It did in
many instances ; I have known so much as 17s. 6d. per acre to have been paid for crown
Jands put up for sale at the then minimum price of 57%.; indeed, crown lands would, in
my opinion, bring their real value in nine cases out of ten, even if put up for sale at the
low price of 1s. per acre; whilst few, if any, bidders have been found since the price bas
been raised to 12 .
" 41. You have already stated, that the colony was in a prosperous state when the minimum
price of land was 5s.;—what do you think would have beea the state of the colony now,
if that price had remained unchanged >—If persons of capital would have been induced
to come out, and purchase land at 5s., the circumstance of its having been raised to 12.
must have materially injured the colony, by having prevented the investment not ounly of
English but colonial funds in the purchase of crown lands, the intrinsic value of which,
taking them as a whole, is most assuredly not more than three shillings, owing to the utter
worth%essness of a great portion of them, and the total or occasional absence of water in
some otherwise desirable portions.

42. In what way do you think, the giving greater facilities to squatters beyond the
boundaries, would operate as an inducement to purchase land within the boundaries ?—It
would induce men of capital to invest their moncy in stock, to be depastured on lands
leased from the government on moderate terms, for a certain number of years, and place
the settlers residing within the limits in a condition, by means of such sales, to improve
their purchased lands, or to extend their purchases.

43. Would it not have a tendency to present the present holders of such lands from
becoming purchasers, if they could obtain a certain tenure of them for a number of years
on the terms alluded to?—1I think it would not, inasmuch as their purchase on the leased
lands would only extend to a section, out of 30,000 acres, or a sufficiency to support
10,000 sheep.

44. Then they would purchase only about the 47th part of the run in that case ?—They
are limited in their purchasc, I understand, to a section only.

45 Do you think if they were allowed to purchase to a larger extent, purchases would
be made at the present minimum price ’—I think so, with a credit of 14 years, or 21 years
in case of the purchase of 4 sections, which I think would be still more desirable ;—the
purchase-money to be paid by instalments within those periods.

46. Do you thiuk it would be judicious to bind up 30,000 acres for 14 years, for the
sake of selling a single section of that property ?-—1 think not; the settler should have
liberty to extend his purchase beyond the one section, and in case of a purchase of four
sections, the time should be extended from 14 to 21 years.

47. Are you aware that itis intended that the land shall be put up to auction at the expira-
tion of the 14 years, paying to the accupier the then value of the improvements he may have
made, taking them at the estimated value of the day ?—1 have heard that such was intended,

‘Wednesday, 22 June 1842. .
George M Leay, Esq., of Brownlow Hill, called in, and Examined.
1. You are a good deal concerned in agriculture and in sheep farming ?—1 am.
2. Can you inform the Committee what mnay be the present stute of those interests 7—
With respect to sheep farming, nothing can be in a more depressed state ; as o agriculture,
it too is declining every year, and will continue to do so, in my opinion, until some

enactment is passed against the introduction of foreign grain. I have found it to my
advantage
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advantage to put the greater part of my arable land under lucerne—a permanent grass, and
have thus been enabled to kecp a dairy establishment on a large scale; as I Live' at no
great distance from Sydney, I find in this way I can get somereturn for the capital invested,
whereas had the land remained under the plough a very considerable loss must have
accrued. ' .

3. What observation would you make with respect to the profits on cattle generally ?
Where there is no dairy, and the cattle are at a distance from market, horned stock are
scarcely at preseat more profitable than sheep. . .

4. If a market could be found for the surplus cattle even at the'present prices, would
cattle establishments be profitable >-—Not at the present prices, which are ruainously low,
in consequence, I have reason to believe, amongst other causes, of the large number of
stolen cattle that are brought into the various markets, and which can of course be disposed
of to the butchers at a much lower rate than that at which the owners of cattle establish-
ments cao sell without Joss.

5. Can you suggest any manoer in which that may be prevented 7—Some check might
be given to the practice, by making it imperative upon parties baving fat stock to dispose
of, to make a report to the nearest police magistrate of the nuwber and brands of the
cattle they are about to remove, some weeks previous to their being driven away; and by
establishing stations for the inspection of all such cattle, on all lht_e principal roads; but in
a country like this, it is obvious that though such a system might check, it could not
altogether prevent the evil. .

6. Supposing all cattle that come to market were the property of the real grazier, and
not of the cattle stealer, do you think there would be a market for all the surplus stock so
as to make cattle establishments profitable ?—In good seasons certainly not; we require
capitalists to salt down weat for exportation. Some of the large stockholders are about
to commence this, but it is not the proper busiuess of the stockholder.

7. Have you enquired into the details of that plan, and do you think it likely to be
profitable 2—I am not acquainted with the de.ails, or the expenses of such a business;
1 know that it has hitherto been considered profitable to salt down meat for consumption
in the colony, but we have now to contend with a large quantity of imported meat, sufficient
it is said for a year’s consumption, and have consequently to look out for a foreign market ;
and I here may be permitted to observe, that if such a market were discovered, the
quantity of beef withdrawn from colonial use, would make room for an increased con-
sumption of mutton, and a new impetus would thus be given to sheep farming.

3. Do you know what price would pay a grazier to rear cattle for salting down ?—No
price under 77 per head would pay for really good cattle, that is to say, 20s. per cwt.

o- What do you reckon into the price, as constituting the price 2—The interest upon the
value of the land occupied, upon that of the original stock, the costs of servants, horses,
aud a respectable superintendent to check depredations, which, under the best management,
are but too frequent. Few stockholders realize more than 60 per cent. increase, and it
must be borne in mind that catile are not disposable for slaughter before they are four
years old. I may add the expense of bringing down to market, which forms a very con-
siderable item in the cost.

10. Would not the difficulty last mentioned be much diminished, if not removed, if
ports to the north or south of Sydney could be fixed upon, from which the exports of
beef could take place :—No doubt, very considerably, even if the meat were afterwards sent
to Sydney for exportatton,

11, But you would fix upon other ports than Sydney >—Certainly, because the less
catile are driven the better; by long journeys the quality of meat is much deterivrated,
more particularly for salting down.

12. In what degree do you conceive the present depressed coudition of the colony is
attributable to the mode in which immigration is carried on, or to the extent of inmigra-
tion 7—Iwmmigration, per se, most assuredly has not had a bad tendency, but much of the
present distress niay be attributed to the very large sums of woney drained from the colony
to pay for immigration.

13. Should you not think likewise, that the preventing an accumulation of capital would
in effect, bave the same influence as the expending it ?—Decidedly.

14.- Do you conceive that immigration to the same exteat would be prejudicial ?~—
Certainiy not; we do not however, I think, require for the immediate years, a greater
number than we have reccived during the two past; the present depression cannot be
attributed to scarcity of labour; most persons have, it is true, reduced their establishments ;
many have begun to slaughter their female stock, and others have ceased to allow them
to breed; but thisis owing to there being no demand whatever for this kind of stock, and
if labour were as cheap again as it is, the large proprietors would be compelled, under
present circuinstances, to curtail their establishments,

15. Do you apprehend that, by any means, the consumption of animal food could be
increased in the colony itselt ?—-1 do not think that a larger quantity of animal food could
be consumed ; even if no foreign meat had been imported into the colony, we should sooner
or later have had to luok elsewhere for & market.

16. With respect 10 catile, is it not observable, that the want of a market is the true
cause of the present depression ?—In a great measure it is the cause ; but were it not that
" people are frghtened at the present aspect of the colony, [ think that even now breeding
stock might be sold. Many capitalists who came hore with the intention of cmbarking in
pastoral pursuits, were originally deterred from so doing by the high price of land, and
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the enormous rate of wages; and though the last cause is comparatively removed, the
eneral stagnation in all farming occupations induces them to kecp their money invested
in other ways. .

17. If the general profits of the colony are not increasing, do you think it possible that
those persons should continue permanently to obtain the interest on the money they have
laid out —Certainly not.

18. If by the improvement of markets, any profit, however snall, were ensured upon
sheep and cattle, would not that be the means of obtaining purchasers, and making the
cattle profitable ?—No doubt ; I believe that almost all immigrants of capital come here
with the intention of becoming farmers or graziers, and that a great many have been
diverted from their original design by the causes I have before mentioned.

1g. Do you not consider the present a favourable opportunity for investing money in
agricultural and pastoral pursuits?—This would be the very best time to purchase stock
og all kinds, on account of their extremely low price. With respect to agriculture, my
belief is, that it will ruin all those who embark 1n it, unless some check is given to the
importation of foreign grain.

20. Has it ever occurred to you, that by an alteration or improvement in the system of
location beyond the boundaries, a greater inducement would be held out to persons to go
there, and so create a market for stock ?—In the present state of the markets, 1 do not
conceive that any greater number could be induced to locate themselves beyond the
boundaries ; the present minimum price of land makes those so located, feel as secure in
the runs they occupy, as if they possessed leases of them ; but there can be no doubt when
the very great importance of the wool grown beyond the boundaries is taken into con-
sideration, that every possible protection and encouragement should be given to the squatter.
It is so essential for the health and improvement of stock that they should not be limited
within range, that on that account these districts are preferred by many of the old settlers,
as well as by parties who bave lately arrived.

21. Is it then your opinion, taking things as they now are, that the occupiers beyond the:
boundaries are doing well 2—1 think that ihey are doing better, in proportion, than those
who bought their land, but only in that respect; the superior condition of their stock, in
the present state of the market, is counterbalanced by the higher wages they have to give,
and their greater distance from a market; the squatters just now must find it difficult to
pay their assessments, and the sums required for licenses.

22. Do you think it probable, if the price of government land were reduced to its former
rate, that purchasers would be found so as to create another land fund ?—After public
confidence is again restored, I think that by degrees there would; though I am of opinion
that no person would purchase land for sheep farming at that rate; the pastures most in
request for skieep are dry hills and dowas, unfit for any other purpose whatever, so far as
we yet know ; and the value of such land can clearly only be tested by the quantity of
wool and mutton it can produce. Just now, when the expense of keep absorbs the whole
proceeds of sheep farming, such land could not be sold at any price; if the governmnent
should attempt to force the purchaser by threats of ejectment, the only export of the
colony would be all but destroyed. Much of the land sold at the sums which caused such an
extravagant notion of the value of our lands to obtain, secured to the purchasers ten times
the quantity purchased ; much was bought for the sake of the convict labour to which it
gave a title; for the sake of keeping out bad neighbours, for making properties complete,
and for other reasons unconnected with its intrinsic value. Many of these causes will of
course still operate in enhancement of the value of land, but should not be taken into con-
sideration in determining a minimum price.

23. After consideration of thissubjcct, do you think, if the land fund could be replenished,
it would be advantageous to send the money out of the colony as formerly ?—Decidedly
not; Iam of opinion that the colony has been injured by so much money having been
sent out of it, and that it will suffer sull more were the systein to be continued.

24. Then as a means of preventing that great abstraction of capital, would you be-
favourable to the measure of a loan i—Certainly ; I should have been so on another ground
as well, which is this; of the immigrants we are now introducing, a very considerable
number consist of children, who will hereafter be a valuable addition to the labour of the
colany, but are of no present service ; the expense of their importation ought therefore to
fall upon those who will hereafter enjoy the beunefit of their labour; 1 also think that
raising money in England, might increase the interest giready felt there for the colony.

25. Do you think, with the present prospects of the land fund, a sufficient security could
be given for such a loan as 1,000,000/, to be raised in eigit years, by annual instalnents,ia
sums of 125,000/ at 5 pes cent interest ?—I believe that there are about 14,000,000 acres
of unalienated land in the 1, counties within the boundaries, of which 1,000,000 at least may
be said to be ol 2 certain value; these lands, together with the extensive districts beyond
the northern and southern limits, would, I think, afford ample security. The value of these
lands, I would beg to obscrve, would be enhanced tenfold et least, if convict labour were to
be cmployed in laying them open by roads, and forming new lines of communication with
the coast. Indeed,in my opinion, upor the continuance of this species of labour, for such
purposes, depends, in a very great easure, the prosperity of the colony.

26. Could you suggest any means by which the present general depression might be
relieved 7—1I think if the price of land were reduced, that in due time there would be a
reaction.

37. How would that reaction be brought about 2—It is naturai for c¥ery one to wish to-

possess.
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possess land, which is after all the only safe and true property. There are many in the
colony, I havereason to believe, reudy to purchase whenever land shall be put up at a fair
price; having land, they will purchase stock ; and whenever there is any true value assign-
able to stock, instead of its present nominal value, confidence will return, and by degrees,
things will flow on in a more favourable channel; with the knowledge of an improvement
in ouor affairs, and of the price of land having been reduced, immigrants of capital would
again flock to our shores, and give new impulse to the progression.

28. Unless a better market were provided than at present, would those purchases of
land and stock benefit the purchasers 2—Certainly not for any great length of time; but
1 think that there is a prospect of a market being found—at any rate it will be sought—
I mean for our beef, which, if exported, as I said before, will leave a better market for our
matton.

29. Do you not think it might be still‘ more advantageous if, by means of leases, persons
were enabled to settle without purchase of land, and so have their money for the.purchase

of stock ?—There can be no doubt of it; instead of goinE at once into the treasury, the -
h

capital introduced would be put into the hands of the stockholder, and thus create a whole-
some circulation ; ultimately it would be spent in land, no doubr.

30. Would you obtain by such means a permanent class of settlers !—1I think I may say
that such a’class of settlers would be obtained, provided such leases were for a period not
less than 10 years, and the lessees had a prospect of being entitled at the end of that time
10 a right ot pre-emption, or of being indemnified by the purchaser of the lands leased for
their improvements. ‘ .

Wednesday, 22 June 1842,

Robert Scott, Esq., of Glendon, called in, and Examined.

1. You have been more than once examined before the Immigration Committce —Yes,
either twice or thrice.

2. Last year was one of these occasions ?—It was.

3. With reference to the evidence then given by you, will you have the goodness to say,
whether your subsequent experience has confirmed the opinions you then expressed, or
whether they have undergone any change, and if so, in what particulars >—I think my
opinions are the same now as then. In many points they have been strongly confirmed,
particularly respecting the ¢ Squatting Act.”’ I am, however, able to hire as many servants
now as I please; then Icould not; but the immigrants have not been of so good a descrip-
tion as they ought to have been, considering the cost of their introduction, and that the
money was supplied by this colony. Indeed, if the parochial authorities, or others ir
England, had sent out such people as they were desirous of getting rid of, I think we could
not have been worse supplied, asto the class of persuns, than we have lately been. [ do not
think we could have a worse description of people than the immigrants sent us recently.

4. Why did not those whodesired a better description of imigrants avail themselves of
the services of their friends in England, to select for them such as they required ?—I will
answer that personally. I sent to an old friend of mine at Higham Ferrers, the clergyman
of the parish, and he engaged for me 20 persons, afterconsiderable trouble; but when the
day for starting arrived, only onelad would consent to come out. Another reason is, because
the servants, if good, are very soon inveigled away by one’s neighbours; and the labour and
expense of introducing them are thus lost to the importer for the benefit of some worthless
person ; and again, the indentures under which servants must be introduced are not suffi-
ciently defined or recognized by the law. )

5. If there be no possibility, even withi such care and diligence, to obtain a better class of
people, what then is our remedy ~—Removing the ignorance at present existing in England
with reference to the colony ; the persons to whom I have alluded as refusing to come out,
said that they would have vo objection to follow if the lad would send homne good accounts
of the country. I have written to other friends in England, and they have experienced the
same difficulty, in inducing good people to emigrate to this colony. They feel a great
repugnance to come here. hired some very good men from the Immigrant Barracks
some time ago, and they are in my employ still.

6. Are the good men you speak of from one of the counties of England, and which 7—
I do not know the county, but they are Englishmen.

7. What is your opinion as to the present state of the pastoral and agricultural interests
of the colony ?—Both arein a very depressed state.

8. Have you ever known them more so ?—1I have ; in the years 1828 and 1829 they were
much worse.

9. In what respect ~—The bankruptcies were more numerous than amongst those engaged
i agricultural and pastoral occupations, in proportion to the population; and the price of
stock was lower than it is now, or quite as low, and we then fed ourstock over lands for
uothing, great part of which we have now bought, and have to contend against the interest
on the capital ; labour then was both cheap and abundant.

10. There was no outgoing for labour then comparatively to what there is now ?—~No;
labour was not paid for by money-wages as now, nor had we then to pay for its introduc-
tion as we have now; not for ourselves only, but for the whole colony. Every class of the
community employs labour, and it seems unfair, therefore, that the land-owners only should
pay for its introduction.
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11. Was there abundance of labour in the colony at that time !—There were then
assigned men to be obtained as shepherds.

12. To what causes do you attribute the present embarrassment of the colony ?—1.think
the present depression amongst agriculturists is attributable to many causes ; one has been
the scarcity of labour, and the difiicolty of obtaining it even at a high rate of wages. It
appears to me, however, to be a not unnatural reactien, The state of the settlers a year or
two ago was, I think, quite as unnatural as it is now; the feverish height of the one state
was quite as unhealthy as the depression of the other.  Another great cause is the applica-
tion of the land fund to other purposes than the introduction of fabour; by the amount of
that abstraction the land-owners have paid too high for their property, and they have not
had valoe for their money.

13. Do you think the high price of labour for the lust two years 7. one cause of the pre-
sent depression i—Certainly, we are now suffering from that cause; the high rate of wages
running away with all profits, no man would enter into pastoral persuits, and in consequence
there has been no sale for our surplus stock. This has, as a patoral consequence, dete-
riorated the price of land ; as the less the produce derived from land, of the less value that
land becomes ; wherens, in the face of this, the Government have increased the price of
their land from 5s.t0 12 5. an acre, and thereby, I am of opinion, disorganized the agricul-
tural system, and the relation between land and produce. The squatting system also has
materially contributed to these effects, as it has deteriorated the price of land, and prevented
its sale; I may here say I am an extensive squatter myself.

14. Then you attribute the present depression of the agricultural interests to the high
price of labour for the last two years, and to the Government raising the minimum price of
land ?—Yes, and whilst they raised the price of land on the one hand, they lowered it on the
other, by charging the squatters so small a sum for occupation licenses ; the squatters, too,
have considerably raised the price of labour, by employing a large portion of persons
brought out at the expense of theland fund, whilst they bave not contributed to the
jncrease of that fund. I must, bowever, at the same time admit, that the squatters are the
thews and sinews of the country.

15. Then while you would lower the price of land to the purchaser within the boun-
daries, you would raise it to the squatter 7—~Undoubtedly, and in just proportion, though
that proportion may not be very easy to determine; I would weigh his advantages with his
disadvantages, and dx the price accordingly. I would induce him to purchase land by every
means in my power, and thereby render his interests identical with those of the community,
which certainly is not the case, so long as he continues a squatter only, as at preseat.

16. Then you would recommend some system should be adopted which would give the
squatter a more permanent lien upon the land he occupies ?—I would strongly recomnmend
such a system to be adopted; I would not permit any man to dispossess him at any time,
except by purchase at auction. Indeed, L am so anxious that squatters should be held to
consider themselves as denizens of this colony, that I would even abandon my most favourite
system of sale by nuction, and give them the right of pre-emption; but sale by auction,
at a fair upset price, is undoubtedly the best, and I would give the squattier compensation
for all improvements which he had made, to be paid by the person purchasing the station,
or by the Government if they resumed the land, leaving the value of such improvements
to be settled by arbitration.

17. Do you not think that the existence of a good market for all the produce of the
colony would be the best mode of relieving the present distress >—Unquestionably ; a good
and steady market; I look upon a steady market as much better than a high one.

8. With respect to wool, do you not think there is a steady market in England for
what can be raised in the colony, although at ratheralow price 7—1 do; o fair market; but
I think its management capable of improvement.

19. To what cause, then, do you attribute the circumstance, that a sufficient number of
capitalists is not found to embark in that trade, or which is the same thing, to purchase the
surplus stock ?—Because it is a losing business at present.

20. Will you have the goodness to favour the committee with your opinion as to the
means which might be adopted to prevent its being a losing concern?—I thiuk it hinges on
the labour question ; the price of land will adjust itself, for no man will buy land at a
ruinous price ; and so far assheep farming is concerned, its future existence depends on Coolie
labour, of the expediency of intreducing which I am becoming daily more and more con-
vinced; and I would beg, with the deepest earnestness, to impress upon the attention of
his Excellency the Governor and the Houourable the Legislative Council this most vital
subject.

‘2.;,1. Do you mean to state it, as your opinion, that it is impossible to obtain European
labour in this colony at such a rate as would make it profitable to the settler to employ it ?
—1I do not mean to say that; but I hope that good European labour in this colony will
never be so badly rewarded. 1 consider the employment of European labour in shecp-
faxging to be a misapplication ; it is using a giant’s strength where that of a child would
suffice.

22, With respect to the other great branch, that of cattle, will you state what steps have
been taken to provide for the disposul of the increase every ycar?—I am not aware of an
steps having been taken ; but they will naturally follow the depreciation of stock. We shall
have recurrence to salting down and exporting, so soon as the price will enable us to enter
into competition with other countries. Yet here again the price of labour will interfere.
The wages of coopers will eat up all profits. The price, in Amnerica, of a beef barrel is 4s.,
whereas it would be esteemed cheap at 8s, in Sydney. b

23. Do
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23. Do you not think, that with the steady market for wool which you have spoken of, NEW
and a market which might be created for the salt provisions, together with an improvement SOUTH WALES.
in the supply of labour, the colony need not despair ?—I have never despaired of its retarn ~ - - 2--~

to prospenity, nor do I now; I have no doubt of its recovery, but I tremnble at the cost; 2.y sport
amf there is no knowing who will fall sacrifices, and how long it may last; these three are Esq. ’
the main points from which returning prosperity is to be looked for; with labour at a —_—
moderate rate, and a steady supply of 1t, we coulév raise many articles for ourselves, which 22 June 1842.
are now imported, to the value of hundreds of thousands of pounds yearly.

24. With reference to the present depressed price of land and stock, do you not consider
this a favourable opportunity for investing money in agricultural and pastoral pursnits?—
I conld not answer that question, vnless Igcou]d foresee the future ; the prices of stock are
now far below their real value; if laubour could be had at a reasonable rate, then it would ;
but, on the_contrary, if labour becomes dearer than it now is, pastoral pursnits must be
destroyed. In either case, stock cannot possibly be profitably depastured on bought lands,
at the exorbitant pricelof the day ; indeed the old rate is too high, unless a return to the high
prices of stock could also be ensured. : o

25. Unless there is a market for the surplus stock, do you consider that the demand for
labour will continue, keeping in view the large number of labourerslately imported ?—If our
concerns are to fail, we cannot employ Jabour at all ; unless we have a profitable market for
our stock, which we have not now, we must be ruined, and of course discharge our servants ;
I myself have reduced my establishments to some extent ; I should be glad to bave at least
100 more men in my employ than I have at present, if I could obtain a good return ; in
consequence of the extreme depression, there is now no encouragement to go to any
expense in improving the breed of stock; those of an inferior description, and reared at a
lower cost, will now sell equally as well as the best breeds.

26. If the price of labour were to fall, would not that probably create a new demand for
stock, tending-to make it comparatively profitable? — The moment that labour fell to
such an extent, that care of stock would pay, many persons would undoubtedly engage in
that pursuit.

27. What are the ingredients that enter into the expense of keeping stock 2-——Cost of

rovisions, the expense of bringing cattle to market, and the price of labour; the risk of
loss by drought also has great weight. .

28. Is there not another material ingredient, the grice of land ?—Certainly, this is an
essential ingredient in the maintenance of stock; vat I do not think that any stock, except
the most improved, and consequently the highest priced, can be profitably bred upon
bought land, even at ge. per acre, and interest at 10 per cent.

2g. You have stated, that you have thought it desirable to raise the terms of the tenure
of land beyond the boundaries; what is the highest amount that a squatter could afford to
pay, to make it profitable to him?—Under present circumstances he can do nothing; all
his operations would be at a loss; in other circumstances, much would depend upon dis-
tance; he should have a lease; the name of assessment is odious; that of rent is not;
nothing but a permanent lease will do.

30. What do you mean by a permanent lease I have already said that he should not
be ejected, except by the sule of the land.

31. You have stated that he should be paid for his improvements ; do you mean that he
should be paid to the extent of his outlay, or the estimated velue of the improvements at
the time?—I mean the estimited value of the improvements at the time when the land is
sold—the in-coming possessor to have full value for his money.

32. If greater facilities were given to squatters, and greater securities to the occupiers of
Jand beyond the boundaries, would not that, do you think, prevent, in a proportionate
degree, the sale of Crown lands 2—1 am of opinion that there would not be a single squatter
but would purchase his head station at Jeast, when an opportunity might be afforded him
to do so, and he had the means of paying for it; and that the sales of land within the
boundaries would not be affected by such advantages being allowed to squatters ; I myselt
would purchase land of no value to any body else, in order to make my estate complete.

33. Do you assume that the plan proposed would involve permission from the Govern-
ment to purchase land beyond the boundaries ?—Yes ; I would present every inducement,
and aflord every facility to the purchase of land; the squatters s?nould have the power to
buy whenever they chouse and are able, but at auction, that the public may have the fair
value, and the squatters would then pay their fair quota to the labour fund.

34. You think, then, if people had permanent security of land beyond the boundaries,
that it would not affect ihe sale of land within the bouadaries?—1 think that squatters
genesally would do what I myself have done; from my profits made by feeding over
unoccupied land free of expense, I have yearly laid out the money so made in the purchase
of land, and thus added to my cstate, and returned to the public what I otherwise should
have been wholly unable to do.

35. You have an opportunity of doing so now ; why do you not do so ?—Because the
price now fixed by the Government is far too high.

36. Is it not probable that this land would sell to other parties at the present price,
within a reasonable time 7—1 do not think it would sell to any person, even at 5s. an acre,
as I have picked all the good land out of that to which I refer at that price, and very dear
it has been; for when 1 bought it, it was under the distinct undesstanding that with the
land I bought labour also.

37. Do you not ubtain an advantage, then, by the price being fixed beyond what cou}l)d
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be given by other parties, inasmuch as-you are thereby secured in the possession of the
lan§ without purchase P—Under. these circumstances, I undoubtedly do obtain an advan-
tage, being secured without purchase; unoccupied lands are often” beneficial to an indi-
vidual, but:at the expense of the community ; and that private benefit is very precarious,
from the liability to intrusion from any quarter. : po e

38.. You are aware that a measure for raising a loan in England, for the.purpose of
obtaining funds for the introduction of labour into the colony, has been under the consider-
ation of the committee for a number of years past ?¥—I am. ) - o

39. Do you consider such a measure advisable ?—I'look upon it as indispensable, though
I cannot but regard it in some measure as an evil, .

40. Why is it indispensable 2—Because I think labour will be scarcer, and consequently

“at a higher rate, during the present year, than at any former period, unless .immigration is

continued ; immigration being_indispensable, I consider a loan- also indispensable, as it is
impossible to look for any fund from the sale of Crown lands. I look. forward with hope
to the scheme of a general system of emigration mooted in England ; this will be our. pre-
servation ; I consider that a great change must take place in the management of property
in the colony; stockholders will no longer be able to carry on the extensive operations
which they have hitherto done ; their large establishments must be split into sinall stations.

41. As the land fund is destroyed, upon what security is the loan to be raised 7—The
land, and not the fund, will be the proper security for the loan;, but it is to be hopedl that
the land {und will be revived when we urderstand the subject better. ,

42.. Has not the system of paying immediately in cash to the British merchant for the
introduction of immigrants been attended with great disadvantage to the colony, by the
rapid abstraction of so large an amount: of capital ?—No doubt ; but even that is a less evil
than the want of labour, which, but for the expenditure of that capital, would have existed.

43. Had that capital remained in the colony, is it not probable that there would have
been a demand for the surplus stock 2——The evil would not have been so great, but the
keeping of the funds here would not have altogether prevented the evil.

44. Are youaware thatduring the last four years, 800,000/ have been expended on immi-
gration, and that a great portion of the labour introduced has beeu unavailable 2—I am aware
that that sum has been expended, and that a large portion of the labour introduced has not
been immediately available, because of the great number of women and children; and,
with rare exceptions, the women will not do any field-work. :

45. Must there not be a great difference, as to amount, between a land fund sufficient to
provide security for a loan, principal and interest, and a land fund which should be sufficient,
per se, to bear the entire expenses of immigration ?—A very great difference.

46. May it not be possible to provide a land fund sufficient for the former purpose,
although it may be impracticable to raise the latter amount ?—I look forward to the land
fund being again raised to something like what it has been in former years,

47. Do you think, then, that the land fund may be relied on as the means of paying
principal and interest on such a sum as it might be thought advisable to raise by way of
Joan, to be expeuded in the introduction of labour?—I question whether it would be
beneficial to expend the land fund, because I think that the demand for labour wiil so
increase, as prosperity returns, that it will be our interest to lay out the entire land fund in_
the introduction of labour, a2nd to leave the debt standing. Indeed I am disposed to think
that no land should be virtually sold, but only the quit-rent, so that the Government would
have a perpetual revenue from this source, and be unable to touch the principal.

48. Does not all that has now beea said tura upon the expectation that there will be a

_profitable market created to the settler ?—Certainly, all must depend upon a profitable

employment of the settler’s capital, which cannot exist without the creation of markets tor
his produce.

‘Wednesday, 20 July 1842.

Matthew Henry Marsh, Esq., of New England, called in, and Examioed.

1. Tur Committee understand that you are engaged in sheep farming in this colony ?—
I am so engaged beyond the boundaries of location.

2. How long have you been so engaged 2—For nearly two years.

3. In what district 7—In New E(:;ilnnd. . _

4. Have you experienced any difficulty in carrying on your operations, from want of
labour, or otherwise 7—W hen first I commenced my operations, I experienced considerable
difficulty, owing to the ill-bebaviour of my men, and my inability to discharge them, in con-
sequence of the then scarcity of labour. ~Labour now is more plentiful; and being able to
supply their place without much difficulty, I discharge men who behave ill, and give addi-
tional wages, according to agreement, to those who behave well, which [ find promotes
good conduct. ) o )

5. What do you consider the total ¢xpense of a shepherd at this time ?—I give generzlly
251, a-year and rations, and 50 extra to men who behave well, besides presents at the lamb-
ine season and on other occasions. The rations which I give consist of ten pounds meat, ten
pounds flour, two pounds sugar, one quarter pound of tea, and two ounces of negro-head
tobacco, a week. I generaily allow married men half a ration for their wives, and there is a
deduction, not however equal tothe half value of the ration, in their wages, where the women
cannot make themselves useful by washing ; and where a inan has a son who can shepherd,
two rations are amply sufficient tor the family, even should there be another child, as where.

a woman cooks, the waste must be very much less than is generally the case. What their
' cost
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-cost is I cannot easily calculate, as1 grow my own wheat; and ‘in making an' estimate of
the cost; ] must take'into account various expenses attendant on wear and tear of ploughs,
bullocks, fencing of fields, reaping, thrashing; grinding, &c. My actual yearly expenditure
in mouney for the purchased articles; tea, sugar, and tobacco, does not; I should say, exceed
4% per man., . The meat issued is of course :produced on the establishment; there is a
further expense incurred in providing the men with pots, pans, buckets, &c., which, although
-apparently trifling, amount in the aggregate to a very considerable item, chiefly owing to
the great carelessness and waste of the men, which was a natural consequence of .the late
convict system, and is not yet entirely eradicated. ' ‘

6. What would you cousider the additional expense incurred in raising wheat?—I have
one man grinding wheat about four days a week : reaping is a considerable expense. In
grinding and thrashing I employ the labour of about one man per annum, besides a horse
at the mill. The wear and tear of the horse, mill, &c., must be taken into consideration.
I am now building 2 windmill to grind for others as well as myself, which I calculate, when
completed, will save the labour of about twenty men in the district.

7. Since.you have resided in the district you speak of, have the seasons been such as to
enable you to grow wheat, and do you intend to continue the growth of wheat 7—With
proper management, a crop of wheat would never fail ; I have had this year five different
crops sown at different times, and all succeeded ; there was about six weeks’ difference in
the time of their ripening. '

8. Do you consider that as applicable to your own station, or to the colony generally 7—
T am speaking only of the district of New Lingland; I know no other part of the colony
-‘where it is at all applicable; and in that district I am aware that many crops failed durin
the present year. These failures were, however, in my opinion, entirely owing to bag
management. There are only about three of the settlers in the district who have grown
enough wheat this year for their own consumption.

9. Inengagiog labour, have you found any difficulty in procuring agricultural labourere 2—
I have found no difficulty whatever in getting agricultural labourers from among the
immigrants; but it is difficult to get them from among the ticket-of-leave holders, or
-expirees, few of the latter classes being able to plough, thrash, &c. I have no convicts on
amy establishments. . ’

10. Do you consider the occupation of land, under a yearly lease, long enough ?—I do
ot consider it long enough, in consideration of the large outlay upcn buildings which it is
necessary to make, and also the expense and risk of running stock to a new station. I have
a station, the buildings on which cost my predecessors and myself near 1,000

11. Were those buildings so essential to the welfare of your station, as to induce you to
Jay out so large a sum on their erection ?—I do not say that so large an outlay would be
absolutely necessary. The buildings of which I speak could have been built good enough
to answer the purpose for 6ool. or 700l.

12. Then you would be satisfied if you bad such a tenure of your station, as to length of
time, as WQuﬁi enable you to retrieve this outlay ?—A great many things are to be considered
besides this outlay ; it would be more advantageous for a man to give 8ool. for a station,
for 7,000 sheep, already formed, than to commence a station himsel?; he would save a very
great expense and risk of catching disease, &c., in removing his sheep, There would be
extra wages of men for travelling with the sheep ; and itis probable that the first year his
wheat crop, owing to the ground being fresh broken up, would be a partial, if not a total
failure, and the consequent cost of flour would be very great.

13. Is it usual to sell those stations?—Very usual indeed.

14. Has the squatter power to hold his station against all parties but the Crown?—No
doubt. -

15. In case a person purchase a station already formed, would he have the same tenure
and privileges as1he original occupier?—Yes, he would be in exactly the same position
that the original occupier stood in.

16. Do you proceed with these improvements on the assumption, that though the Crown
has the power, yet it will not breaf\2 up your establishments by selling them ?—Most
decidedly ; we go on the grouad, first, that it would be ruinous to the colony to break up
this system ; and secondly, that if the land were resumed by government, with a view to
sale, it would, except in th2 times of a land mania, produce nothing whatsoever. It is obvious
that it would answer no man’s purpose to give anything whatsoever for the land, for the
legitimate purpose of grazing ; and it is to be hoped that the ruin to so many, and the general
disastrous state of the colony now brought about by the land speculations of from two to
five years ago, will operate as a warning to prevent people in future from buying land of no
intrinsic value, and fit for no other purpose but to sell to others at a premium, who, in their
turn, would sell again, until the bubble burst, and discounts were contracted. I am satisfied
it can never answer any legitimate purpose to buy land for grazing, as the rent—the only
real test of value—could be very little, if any at all. From ten to thirteen per cent, after
deducting interest on capital, is all that the squatter now gains, and a smaller profit would
not answer his purpose, considering the liability to disease amongst his sheep, and other
casualties ; it is clear, therefore, that he can afford to pay no rent.

17. Will you be so good as to shew, in the method of an account, what profit may fairly
be calculated upon from sheep-farming on land occupied under pasturage license ?—I con-
sider that under the best management, and ‘the most favourable circumstances, the wool
may be made to pay the annual expenses, in which case the increase is the profit; and the
difficulty in answering this question, consists in estimating the value of such increasein a
colony where the price of sheep, owing to circumstances with which shecp-farming has
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nothing.to do, is frightfully luctuating: The only possible way in which the- calculation
can be made, is by supposing that the sheep farmer will be able to sell his increase at the
same rate that he originally gave for his stock ; it is well known that sheep have been sold
in this colony within a few years, at from 31 to 3s. each, and although the average price,
and perhaps the real intrinsic value, is from 1L 5s. to 11 10s., let me first, for the purposes
of this calculation, suppose the price of a mixed quaatity of sheep (the way: in which they
are almost always sold), to be 1/ per head, and let me sappose that the sheep farmer has—

15,000 sheep, at 11/. - - - - - - = « - £.15000
Fixed capital, including buildings, working oxen, drays, horses, &c.,
necessary for carrying on an establishment of 15,000 sheep - 1,500

Floating capital, being an average of from thirteen o fifteen months’
advance in wages, on articles purchased, &ec., before the wool
can be disposed of - = = = = - <« - 2000

Torar - - - £.18,500

Out of 15,000 mixed sheep, about 7,000 will be breeding ewes, and the increase from them,
after deducting the decrease amongst the whole 15,000, in consumption of mutton and
deaths, miny be put at 70 per cent., or in round numbers, 5,000; but one half of this increase
must be wethers, which being a necessary article of consumption, and not the subject of
speculation, are not liable to so great a variation in price; reckoning the wethers at 105,
and the ewes at the original price, 1 Z., gives 3,750 L. as the annual profit on 18,500 l.—that
is to.say, the sheep farmer, at the end of the first year, can sell stock to the amount of
3,750, and have the same number lcft as he originally purchased. It will be suggested,
that if the average of the sheep is 1 /., and of the wethers only 10s., the ewes ought to be
worth something more than 17.; but when it is considered that the sheep farmer, to kee
up the character of his original stock, and, if possible to improve them, ought only to seﬁ
his oldest and worst ewes, perhaps 1/. is very litile less than the value. Let me, in the
second place, put the price at 10s., which on 135,000 sheep is 7,500/, and with fixed and
fleating capital as before, 11,000/, which, with increase as before, and reckoning the
wether- at 10s., still gives 2,500 as profit on 11,000/, Letme, in the third place, suppose
that the original stock are purchased at 5s., that is, 15,000 sheep for 3,250/, and with fixed
and floating capital as before, 6,7507., increase as before, 5,000; I will now reckon wethers
as worth only 7s. 6d. each, which gives the value of 2,500 ewes at 5s., and 2,500 wethers
at 7s. 6d.. 1,550 [. annual profit on an original investment of 6,750Z [n times of such very
great monetary depression, as to allow sheep to sink to 10s. and 5s., it is true that the float-
ing and fixed capital required will not be so great as at other times ; horses, working oxen,
&c., will be cheaper, and the price of labour will be somewhat lessened, from the inability
of others to employ it in that wasteful and extravagant manner unfortunately too common
in this colony, either in their own personal gratifications, or in wild speculation; but at the
same time, most of the great expenses of a stieep cstablishment, such as taxes, ironmongery,
tea, sugar, &c., will not be materially altered. The profit on sheep-farming, after deducting
10 per cent. intezest, is from 10 to 13 per cent. per annum. These calculations are made
without any reference teo the casualties of the discases of sheep, so dreadfulin their conse-
quences, and whici even the best management cunnot eatirely ward off. Many are only
applicubie 1o districts where the sheep farmer can grow his own wheat. The profit I have
spoken of, can only be obtzined by the very best of management ; and, I think I am within
the mark in stating that it is not obtained in one case out of twenty, It may perbaps he
obtained with 2 very small number of sheep as well as on a large scale, as although, in the
latzer case the proportion of expenses is less, in the former instapze the squatter’s own
personal labour and exertions wiil be proportionably more. The caleulations are also
wholly inapplicable to a sheep farmer who has not ample room on his runs; where he is
is the slightest degree heuged in and stinted at his stations, the difference is incalculable,
as, under such circumstances, hic flocks cannot be so large, and consequently hisexpenses
will be greater; his sheep cannot be in such good condition, and consequenily his wool
and increase will be less; and in both instances to a degree of which no one who has not
seen ibe fatal effects of ovesstocking can have the slightest conception; I am convinced
that the indigenous grasses, with fair treatment, do not deteriorate in quantity and quality ;
but when a run has once been overstocked, and the grasses pulled wp by the roots by
the sheep, it is impossible tc say how long it may be before the country can recover, as in this
~limate, where once vegetation has been entirely stopped by trampling down, or otherwise, it
appears that an almovt indefinite time is required before grass will grow there again, when the
ground is bare,and open to the drought and the powerful action of the sun’s rays.

18. At what distance are your stations from the port whence you ship your wool 2—At
present one is 250 miles, another 35 miles farther; but the new road will reduce the
distance 100 miles; I have another station on the edge of the table land, near Darling
Downs, which is about 120 miles from the navigation of the Brisbane.

19. Will that road proportionately lower the expense of transit ?—It may reduce it by
about 504 or 60l. per annum ; not wore.

20. Suppose you had a better tenure of your Jand than you at present enjoy, or a right
of ownership, by purchasing a small quantity, would that assist you ?—Very much indeed.

21. Do you consider there is arable laud enough in New Lngland to caoltivate wheat
extensively 7—I think so.

22. What is the extent of the district ?—It is about 130 miles by 30.

23. What portion of that land is suitable for the growth of wheat ?—1I should say wl_xef.c

might
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might be grown upon about one-half, supposing the best system of English or Scotch
farming were introduced ; there is, however, a very large quantity of land that will produce
good wheat by merely being ploughed and harrowed.

24.- Have you any rotation-of crops yet introduced into the district2—I grow a little
maize where the soil is too strong for wheat, and some barley, oats and millet ; but there is
very little occasion to grow any food for stock, as the indigenous grasses of the country
are superior to anything artificial. :

a 25. You]}hink wheat more congenial to the district 7—Yes; but barley, oats and potatoes
o very well.

26. )‘,Do the native grasses supply the place of all green crops?—The grass is fully suf-
ficient in all ordinary seasons. s ‘

27. Do you make any hay >~—I made some this year.

28, What is the general character of summer there ; is the country subject to the drought
as in other parts ?—This summer we have had very slight rains, not more ihan eight or
nine inches in all. The country, however, is in a very good state, and we have not in the
least suffered from drought. I'should say, upon the whole, the character of the country is
rather too wet than too dry.

29. Is there any failure of water >~ No; I know no place in the district half a mile distant
from water.

30. Is it a country difficalt of access or to travel over 2—The table land may be galloped
over from one end to the other; there is no obstacle, with the exception of two or three not
very high ridges. The rise up to the table land is, however, difficalt on all sides, particu-
larly towards the sea.

31. Speaking of sheep only, you compute that the lproduce of wool pays the expenses ;
if stock remains at the preseat nominal price, do you calculate on a profit of 25 per cent. i—
Yes, if the increase were raleable at the present nominal price; I believe, however, there
are but very few stations v.here the wool pays expenses.

32, Do you suffer fror hot winds 7—Hot winds bave never been known in the district
before last summer, when it was said there was one; I do not, however, believe it, and did
not experience it myself:

33. Is the climate such as adwits of wheat being preserved above ground longer than
asyear?-—Yes; there is no weevil; I have wheat now by me in stack of the growth of
184o0.

34. Supposing the government were tc -allow a certain occupation of the pasturage for
a large number of sheep, and to enable the occupier to purchase a portion of the station,
on which to effect his improvements, do vou conceive it would tend to improve the condi-
tion of the squatter 7—1It would materiaily improve his condition in a moral paint of viex.
Many of the squatters, whilst resident on their stations, live in the most wretched way, and
without any sort of comfort. When they come to Sydney, they spend their money extra-
vagaotly, and remain much longer than 1s necessary for the transaction of their business.
They are in many instances away from home half the year, and even considerably more,
much to the detriment of their property. The difference observable at stations where the
proprietors are resident, and those where they are non-resident, is extraordinary. I think
that if they had a permanent interest in the soil they would become much more stationary.

35. What sum do you think it would answer a squatter to pay for a portion, say one
section, of the whole of the land he occupies, continning to pay the 10/l. for license, and
the assessment on sheep and cattle as at present 7—1I think he might afford to give 125s. an
ucre, to be paid by instalments during five years; most people would purchase on these
terms ; but in no case should the purchase exceed one section, and where the stock was
not large it should be very much less; the amount of the purchase-money should not bear
interest, -

36. The Committee assume that your observations are made on the supposition that
the government regulations, with respect to water frontage, &c., would be enforced in the
case of these lands as well as of those within the boundaries?—The case would then be
materially altered ; if the purchase cannot be less than one section, and both sides of the
water frontage cannot be occupied, no person could afford to pay 12s. an acre; the price
should not in this case be more than 6s.; the occupancy of both banks of the water is not
so much for the sake of the run the water commands as for convenience in other respects ;
the most suitable sites for the buildings of a station are in places where the streams closely
approach the basis of the hills, and the ground sloping from them affords a dry and sheitered
position ; in cases where such a choice is made, the buildings must of necessity be on one
side of the river; the best place for cultivation is on the fat below, on the other side of the
water ; this is almost invariably the case at every station already formed.

37. Would they be called water froutages, according to the colonial custom ?2—I imagine
that they would.

38. What number of stations do you consider to exist in-the tract of couantry of which
ou have been speaking?—There are about Go stations, exclusive of those on Darling
owns.

39. The Returns furnished by the Commissioners of Crown Lands shew 76 stations in
New England ; as you say there are about 60, how do you account for the difference 7=
I suppose them to be on Darling Downs, which are at present under the same cownmis-
sioner. .

40. Is the character of the country on the Darling Downs equally as good as that of
which you have been speaking ?—There is a very great difference; the Downs, I believe,
are not at all suited for agriculture ; the crops of wheat and maize have failed there this
year; Ihave scen only one station myself, but I believe the general character of the country
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is similar to that portion of iz which I have visited, and that is not suited to agricalture ;.
* the pasture is, I think, superior to that of New England, if the country is not subject to.
droughts, i

41. Could supplies for the Darling Downs be obtained from the table-land without much
difficulty ?—1I think they could, from some portion of it; but this could only be to a very
slight extent, and to a very short distance, the carriage being so great, and drays having-
to be sent empty on purpose; whereas, if the squatters on the Downs obtained their flour-
ﬂf"oi;n the coast, their return wool drays would, perhaps, be able to bring back their supplies
of flour, :

42. Do the Downs lie in & lower elevation 7—Yes, from 800 to 1,000 feet below the
actual fall of the table-land.

43. Suppose the plan of the purchase of a section were carried into effect, do you con-
sider it would tend to introduce a class of tenants, or of small holders #—To a very limited
extent, if at all; there would be no murket. for the produce raised by such small holders.
The carriage to the thickly-peopled part of the colony must, for an almost indefinite
period, be very expensive ; the cartage of flour, for instance, would, at the present time, be
considerably more than the value of the article on the coast.

44. Might they not sell sufficient to procure for themselves and their families as many
superfivities as they now obtain in service?—Certainly not; their situation would not be at
all improved by quitting service. I very much doubt whether in any part of the colony,
the situation of a small farmer is as desirable as that of a labourer; and this would apply
nll‘uch more forcibly to Mew England, where wages are higher, and rations better, than uear.
the coast. ) '

45. You do not think, then, that the tendency of that measure would be to unduly pro-
mote labourers becoming themselves employers of labour %—Decidedly not ; it would have
no such effect.

46. Under present circumstances, what prospect has a labouring man of rising to the
condition of an independent land-owner ?—Any industrious man of decent habits caunot fail
to save money. Most of my men are possessed of sums of money. I have two men who
have between them miore than 2001, which is lent out at interest, and is yearly accumulating.
A good man may expect at some time to rise to be an overseer, in which case he is almost
sure to accumulate cattle and horses, which, as they run with his employer’s and cost him
nothing, is almost always allowed. In this way, a man may in a reasonable time acquire
an independence.

47- Have they any disposition to invest that money in the purchase of land, rather than
remain in service 2—They have some disposition to speculate in land, but not to purchase
with a view to occupying it themselves.

48. Have you ever turned your thoughts to the possibility of giving the shepherds an
interest in the flocks rather thun wages ?—I have thought of regulating the amount of their
wages by the number of sheep under their care, but I think that payment in stock would be
attended with numerous difficulties.

49- You are of opinion that to raise wool to any extent, the flock.-masters must be men of
capital I—Decidedly ; tha floating expenses are so very large. I must now myself provide
for expenses up to March, 1843, and have not yet received the account sales of the whole
of my wool (and consequently not the full value of it) of the clip of 1840. To carry on
sheep-farming it would be necessary to have a floating capital equal to an average of about
one year and a quarter’s expenses,

50. That state of things will be lessened when the distance from the shipping ports is
shortened ¢—Slightly z0; but even supposing the settler to receive immediate payment for
his wool, he would kave been obliged to procure suppiies for his station during the previous
vear in advance; it is of the greatest ccnsequence to a squatter not to be in debt in his
agent’s books ; I know instances where parties, having to pay interest on borrowed floating.
capital, are on the very verge of ruin, while their immediate neighbours, under circum-
stances otherwise the same, but having prudently reserved sufficient money for fleating
capital, are thrivini.

51. Then you think it more advisable, in commencing sheep farming, that the settler
should not expend the whole of his capital in stock, but keep a portion to meet expenses ?—
Decidedly.

52. IsJi,t ractically a matter of much difficulty to determine the boundaries of the different
stations ?—%y no means; little squabbles sometimes arise ; but there have been scarcely any
cases of dispute brought before the Commissioner.

53- Do you think the district is too extensive for one Commissioner %—~One Commis-
sioner can well perform the duties of the district of New England, not including Darling
Downs.

54. Are you much annoyed by the native blacks ?—No, the blacks have not been trouble-
sowe lately ; whenever attacks have been made by them, they have in general been caused
by injudicious treatment of them on the part of the settlers, in attempting to civilize them
prematurely ; there is, 1 should say, a strong disposition in"their favour, as well amongst the
men as the settlers, and consequently they sometimes get them to come to the stations before
they fully know the power and habits of white men; and murders and atrocitics are some-
times committed by them; which wonld not have occurred if they had not been admitted
to the stations before they had got gradually acquainted with the customs of the whites,
from civilized tribes or otherwise,

55. What time do you think it would take w0 teach newly arrived immigrants shepherd-

ing t—They might learn the duty in ten days; one of my best shepherds is a boy of about
13 years.



PAPERS RELATING TC EMIGRATION. 129

13 years of age, and began shepherding for the first time in his life with me about 14 months
ago.

NEW
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56. Do you sllude to persons used to 2 country life?~—Yes ; mechanics, and others used M. H. Mars#, Esq,

to a town life, do not like shepherding. In general I prefer.the Irish as shepherds; they are
very apt, and make good bushmen ; they are less afraid of losing themselves in the bush
than Englishmen.

57. Then you have no dearth of labour in your district>—Not at present; I do not wish
to see wages reduced much more if the men are good.

58. Are there many convicts in your district i—Very few.

59. Have you observed any change in the character of the people in consequence?
—1 consider that the churacter of the people has been most decicredly improved ; ticket-
of-leave holders, and expirees now no longer boast of having been transported to the
country, as they were in the habit of doing some time ago, but wished to be classed among
the immigraats.

60. How many sheep do you keep in a flock :—Up to 1,500,

61. Do you find that answer well 1—1I do.

Thursday, 21 July 1842.

Evan Mackenzie, Esq., of Moreton Bay; called in, and Examined.

1. Tne Committee understand you are an occupier of land for pasturage beyond the
boundaries ?—I am.

2. In what district 2—In Moreton Bay.

3. At what distance from Brisbane Town are you settled 7—About from 60 to 70
miles.

4. Have you easy communication for your produce ?—Yes, I have two roads,

5. Where do you ship your produce; is there no other port nearer to you at which pro-
duce might be shipped 2—A. Brisbane Town; I could ship at Limestone (in a punt), which
is higher up the river ; but it would notbe nearer for me; thereis a sufficient draft of water
from Brisbane Town to Limestone, but there are some rocks in the river, which will require
to be blasted.

6. Can you atall calculate what extent of ground you occupy for grazing purposes ?
—I have no accurate idea of the extent; my neighbours are my limits at present; the
ll)imikts are determined by a ridge on three sides, and by an impassable mountain at the

ack.

7. Could you not form any computation as to the extent ?—1I think about eight miles
square.

qS. Is the soil very suitable for pastoral purposes ?—Portions of it are so.

9. Butisit adapted for sheep or cattle  —For both ; but perhaps the nearer the coast the
better for cattle.

10. What is the general size of your flocks?—What are called dry flocks, we generally
run to about from 800 t0 1,100; on an average about 1,000; but in a flock of breeding sheep,
seldom more than 700.

11. What number of men do you employ to superintend your flocks generally 7—One
man as shepherd to the dry flock, and ahut-keeper attending two flocks in fold at home;
the lambing flock requires another man occasionally.

12, What would be a fair average of men to attend 2,000 sheep >~~About one man for
every 700.

13. Do you discover any defects arising from running your flocks in such large num-
bers *—Yes, they do not get fat so soon in large as in small flocks; I find no other dis-
lz:(hrantage, except as regards sheep for slaughter; the wool and health of the sheep are

eptup.

I1)4. pane you any difficulty in procuring the suppiy of labour you require on this calcu-
lation i—1 have not as yet; I have imported almost all my servants; 1 have not depended
on the Government Immigration.

15. Do you consider that that arrangement hus been more advantageous to you than if
you had been dependent upon a supply of Government labour ?—Had the amount tha:
was given for wages been the same now as when I commenced to import, I should have been
a large gainer; but as the rate of wages has diminished, I think on the whole I have been
a loser. .

16. Had you facilities greater than general in having labour sent out to you?—Yes, I
had friends at home on whom I cou!d rely ; the labourers were mostly sent from my father’s
property ; they were personally known, and had a wish to follow me; but where the men
were not known, my father had great difficulty in inducing them to come out, on account
of the evil reports current concerning the colony ; they were labourers at home, and readily
learnt to become shepherds ; about three months was sufficient to teach them.

17. Can you -tate what the general average of wages is in your district for shepherds ?—
At present the wages of a good shepherd are 182, to 22 L with rations, which consist of 10
pounds of meat, 10 pounds of flour, and tea, sugar and tobacco, the value of which would
be 181 per year.

18. What proportion of that is the produce of your own farm, and what amount do you
purchasei—As yet I have had no opportunity of growing wheat, or other agricultural
produce.

109. S 19. But
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19. But do you contemplate hereafterraising produce on gour own station?—Certainly.

20. Do you consider the climate of your district adapted for the growth of wheat ?—L
shouldisay it was very well adapted for maize, and also for wheat, but there:have hitherto
been very few experiments tried. . .

21. Can you give the Committee.any information: as to the number of stations, and the
quantity of land uncultivated to which your remarks refer !—From seven to ten stations; the:
land under cultivation.is too inconsiderable to mention. ' -

22. But from your knowledge of the.district, yowhave no doubt as to the productiveness
of the soil >—It is most undoubtedly very prodcciive.

23. Is the district subject to hot winds ?—No; I have felt no hot winds during my resi-
dence there—about.10 months including last suammer. :

24. Is the district sufficiently supplied with water?—Well supplied.

.25. Do you consider that.upon the present system, the price of wool pays the expenses
of an establishment, and leaves a remunerating sum besides to the wool grower =It
certainly does not pay the expenses of a new establishment; and if it does pay the
explenses of an old one, which L doubt, there would be ao surplus;—L speak of the
wool.

26. Is there such a sale of the surplus stock as might make up the deficieucy in the
profit :—Hitherto there has been no sn?e at the Bay. '

27. Is it in your power to suggest any measures likely to improve the present deficiency ?
—I think that a plentiful suppfy of labour would be the best method.

28. Have you likewise attended to the management of cattle ?—I have in other districts,
but my cattle have not yet arrived at Moreton Bay; they are now on the way.

29. Supposing your cattle there, and multiplying; how do you contemplate disposing
of your surplus ?—At Brisbane Town, and by saliing ; only two months in the year the heat
would interfere with the process.

30. Of what nature do you consider the market at Brisbane Town will be ?—I consider
a market might be opened, both for. consumption: on the spot, and for exportation.

31. Have you calculated the expenses of a salting establishment, as compared to the
profits to be derived from it %—I am not versed in that matier.

32. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the woods of. the colony requisite to make casks
—The varicties of wood are very great, especially at Moreton Bay, and I think it very pro-
bable that some may be found fit for casks. '

53. Do you consider that tobacco, sugar and coffee might be grown there ?—Sugar and
tobacco, I know, can be grown, but I am not acquainted with the culture of coffee ; arrow-
root grows extremely well ; also mai- _which is a very prolific crup ; sweet potatoes, yams,
bananas, grapes, oranges and fruits, of almost every description, are growing in the district
at present.

54. Then you consider that the articles of expor: fram Moreton Bay might be considera-
bly increased ?—I do.

35. What do you consider the chief disadvantages of the district?—The hostility of some
of the aborigines, and hitherto ti:e want of w market ; I have myself, and all my neighbours,
suffered from loss of sheep, and attacks from the aborigines.

36. Are they in considerable numbers in the district7—1I should say there are about 1,000
in the whole district.

37. Has it been found possible to approach them, so as to hold communication with them
without danger ?—1It is after they have become used to our manners a little that they com-
mence their attacks, and therefore it is safe always to keep them at a distance; so long as
they remain ignorant of our weakness there is no danger.

38. Then you would consider at present all idea of improving their condition almost
hopeless 7—1 think it hopeless.

39- Do you consider that the insecurity of the tenure of your station is an impediment to
your making improvements ?— Most certainly ; we consider ourselves merely yearly occu
paats, baving no security beyond the lease for a year.

40. Could you make any suggestion to improve the tenure of the station, and thereby the
condition of the occupicr *—L.think by lengthening the lease to a period of five years, and
leaving the terms of occupation the same as at present.

41. The Committee understand that the domestic arrangements on the stations in the
interior are in a very imperfect state, owing to the shortuess of the license ; do you consider
that extending the lease to five years would induce the occupiers to build good and sub-
stantial houses ?—Certainly, if the improvements were taken off his hands at a valuation, at
the expiration of the lease,

42. Supposing at the expiration of the lease, that no person was found to take the im-
provements at a valuation, might it not be more satisfactory if he were to become the
purchaser of a small portion on which these improvements were made ?—I should prefer
extending the lease at the option of the lessec, with a proviso, that at the end of the ex-
tended period he should give up all claim to the land and improvements. ,

43. Might it not be more satisfactory if he were to become the purchaser of a small
portion on which the improvements were made ?—It might, were the price of land such as
he could afford to give; but at the present price of 11 per acre, it would certainly not be
in his power.

44. Would the difficulty be diminished, if instead of paying at once, he was allowed to
pay by instalments every year 7—It certainly would, in a great degree, and render the
occupier much more willing to purchase.

45. Do you think that the indisposition to purchase at present arises more from wani_
Q
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of capital, or a fear that:a realization will not be made ?—More-from:the apprehension that
it would not make an adequate return than from the.want of capital.

" 46. Then s itsto bé.concluded, if it could be promised that -an advantageons return of
the capital would follow, there would be no :want of persons to embark ?—I certainly think
that there would not be any want of persons to:embark.the capital. ‘ :
_.47. If the terms.of payment were thus rendered completely easy, and a continued im-
migration keptup,so0 as to keep the price of labour at'a moderate rate,.may.it be concladed
that persons :would :be found ‘willing 10 purchase to:the limited extent that -has been men-
tioned, even though the price were fixed at 12 per acre 7—Certainly not, with the present
price of wool. - .

48. Do you not think, with all the advantages you ‘have mentioned, that such a plan
‘would ‘be productive of advantages even -independent.of sheep farming ?—Where the pur-
chased land is near a market or water carriage, it might possibly:be productive.

49. Is the district calculated for small farms ?—~Many portions of the district.are exceed-

ingly'well calculated for small farms. cs )
- -50. Might not then the purchaser of a section:sublet small portions.of .it to persons, and
thereby remunerate himself considerably ?—Provided his section would not. interfere with
his grazing establishment. I think where the tenants are judiciously chosen, it would
repay the proprietors by additional comforts, as well as in other respects.

51. Do you think the effect ot such a plan would give too great facility o labourers
to become occupiers of land,-and :consequently become employers of labour themselves ?—
I do not think so; I think there is a sufficient check to prevent their being-employers.
1 do not think it would at that price-give any undue facility ; besides, theirservices would
not.be lost.

52. Under present circumstances, what prospect -can a labouring man entertain of .ever
raising himself above that condition —At present his prospects are very slight ; it is morally
impossible that he should become a proprietor. )

53. Are you aware in what manuer they dispose of any surplus or savings from their
wages 2—Those who are prudent either deposit. it in the savings’ bank, or in the hands of
their employers, at interest.

-54. .Speaking only of prudent persons, do you think they would be willing to embark
their money in the purchase of land, if facilities were afforded them 7—Those who had any
‘trade to depend upon besides the land, would certainly do so, but not mere labourers.

55. Should you not consider it preferable to have people scattered about your district,
than the desolation, if it may be so called, by which you are at present surrounded ?—
T think it would be a great advantage, aud personal security would be greatly improved.

56. Might it not eﬁ‘ord a greater opening for moral and religious improvement than at
present exists *—Most certaioly.

57. You say there are 10 stations at Moreton Bay, do you include the Darling Dowans
—are you aware how many stations there are on the Downs ?—The 10 stations I bave
spoken of are exclusive of the Darling Downs ; I should think there are 20 to 25; Brishane
is the outlet of the whole of that country.

58. Speaking of the seven to 10 stations, you have mentioned to be on thisside the range,
what quantity of land do you suppose.to be occupied by them ?—There are about 40,000
acres to each station, that is speaking vaguely; miles even are not computed.

59. Do you think it would be judicious to lock up so large a portion of land for five years,
merely to sell from seven to 10 sections?—I see no other way in which the land could be
made serviceable ; it would be preferable to the present mode of sale.

60. But if there were the power to put up a section, do you think persons would
purchase 7—I think not, at present prices, except in the immediate neighbourhood of
towns.

c 61. You infer, then, that without a sheep station, persons would not purchase ?—
-Certainly. \ . .

62. If"' that land was liable to be put up for sale at the end of the lease, would persons
make improvements }—No, I certainly think not; my opinion is founded on the presump-
tion that the land would become their own, without competition, at a moderate price.

63. Do you think if they were guaranteed the value of the improvements at the expira-
tion of the lease, would persons be willing to enter iuto the arrangements spoken of #—If
they were aware of that they would improve, but not make permanent improvements ta the
same extent.

64. But as relates to improving the country, both morally and physically, you have no
doubt the system would be advantageons ?—1I have no doubt that both morally and phy-
sically the plan would be advantageous.-

65. Do you think that would be a preferable mode to selling as much land as he chose,
at such a price as would remunerate the purchaser, and enable him to carry out his im-
provements ’—I think it would perhaps afford the settler a better chance of purchasing than
the speculator, as no one would be likely to rent a sheep station, who had not the stock.

66. What price do you think a settder can afford to give for land for sheep farming 2—
About 2s. 6d. per acre. i

67. Do you think ihat any one on such an uncertain tenure would be likely to advance
money to inake improvements?~The value of the improvements being guaranteed by
Government, the lender would, to the extent of that guarantee, advance money, but would
not advance so much as if the settler owned the property.

68. Do you understand it 10 be contemplated that the holder of land upon this proposed
system is to be at liberty to put up the section to.auction at the ordinary price in the first

10Q. s2 instance
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“instance ?—I do, for sale, but not by auction; there is no uncertainty, except as to whether

SOUTH WALES. the settler shall retain the land or not.

69. What are the facilities for building in the district ?—Brick earth, stone, lime and

E, Mackenzie, Esq. timber are plentiful; coal is also to be obtained, and timber for fencing ; coal is found

21 July 1843.

F. Ogilvie, Esq.

21 July 1842.

near Limestone, and elsewhere in the district.

70. Do you consider that the permission to import coolies would tend to improve your
condition in Moreton Bay, both physically and morally {—I think it would, decidedly; I
do not et(lllink that it would tend to produce immorality ; on the other hand, they would be
improved.

71. Do you not think that the present low price of stock, and the facility of obtaining it,
ought to operate as an inducement to fnersons to come out and invest their capital in itf—
In the present state of the country, 1 am of opinion that the uncertainty of obtaining
labour more than counterbalances the inducement held out by the low price of stock.

72. Then you are of opinion that a loan should be obtained for the purpose of introduc-
ing a supply of labour ?—Yes, provided the interest of the loan be paig by the proceeds of
the sale of land. Indeed, I think that the first thing requisite to relieve us, unless coolie
labour be introduced, which might be effected without a loan.

Thursday, 21 July, 1842.

Frederick Ogilvie, Esq., of the Clarence River, called in, and Examined.

1. You have been many years conversant with the system of settling and sheep farming
in this colony ?—Yes, I may say all'my life ; in the concerns of my father, who is the owner
of considerable property, and likewise holder cf lands beyond the boundaries, in several
districts; latterly 1 have been engaged in similar pursuits on my own account.

R 2. I what district is the land principally situated which you occupy on lease ?—Clarence
iver,

3. What distance is that from Sydney 7—About 250 miles by water.

4. Is it in that mode that you chiefly communicate with Sydney *—Entirely.

5. Where do vou ship your produce At the Clarence River. ’

6. At what distance from the mouth of the Clarence ?—About 25 milez in a straight
direction from the coast. ,

7. What size vessel can come that distance up the river ?—The largest vesse] that has
ever been up was about 150 tons, but she did not then either come in or go out with ful}
cargo.

Sg. Is there a bar at the mouth, and if so, what depth of water is on it ?2-——The shallowest
part is within the bar, where at high tide there is about nine feet water.

9. How long have you been in the habit of shipping wool at that post to Sydney :—Two
seasons.

10. Have you found reasonable facility in doing it, so that you would be encouraged to
go on?—I have found much facility.

11. What number of stations are there connected with your family on which 'you have
control i—Tleven stations, extending about 14 miles alonE the river, and in depth about an
average of from two miles to two miles and a balf on each side.

12. Is the soil in that district peculiarly fit for sheep or agriculture, or what purpose?—
There are portions fit for each purpose; some for sheep, some for cattle, and some for
agriculture ; most of the upper part of the river is not very rich, aud is fitter for sheep than
cattle ; nearer the mouth of the river there is rich alluvial land, which will be found very
valuable for agriculture.

13. I it a country which admits of the sheep being inlarge flocks ?2—No, not to the same
degree as interior districts, there being a good deal of wooded and broken ground.

14. What do you consider your average number ?~~From 6oo to 1,100 or 1,200; but
sheep are capable of being run in much larger flocks in new countries than in those places
whicﬁ have been longer siocked, in consequence of the grass not having been eaten off, and
there being a better selection open.

15. What number of men do you consider necessary for the management of a flock of
1,000 sheep >—One man, with half the labour of another man, that is, three men to two
flocks, or about 1,600 or 1,800 sheep, exclusive of men raising and conveying food ; many
others are required on particular occasions.

16. Could you calculate what would be the number you require, including all these
things >—To between 12,000 and 13,000 sheep we have 30 men.

17. Do you raise any agricuitural produce on which you employ these men ?—Yes; we
have brought-into cultivation this year about 12 acres, but this quantity is not sufficient to
supply the wants of the station.

18. This would give then, for all purposes connected with sheep, about one man forevery
400 sheep !—From the beginning of August to the end of December, we require extra
hands for lambing at. sheariog; for the latter, for about two months, we require 10 or
12 extra hands, and for the former, about four or five.

19. Do you raise the whole of your agricultural supplies on the station?—With the
number of men I have employed hitherto, I have not been able to briug a sufficient num-
ber of ac-es into cultivation, but I intend to cultivate more, and auticipate in good seasons
to be able nearly to do so, butin bad ones we shall be obliged to purchase.

20. Would extra hands be necessary for that purpose ?—I think that that number would
be sufficient. .

21, Do you find any difficulty in obtaining the supply of labour you require for your

operations ?
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~operations >—I have not for the last 18 mounths found an]y difficulty in hiring men in Sydney, NEW
A SOUTH

and defraying the expense of their conveyance to the Clarence River.

22. Has it been at a reduced rate of wages compared with those given before that period ?
~—Yes, decidedly reduced. i

23. What do you consider to be the present rate of wages for shepherds, farm labourers
-and useful men of every description 7—Twenty pounds per annum, with rations, but rather
smaller than formerly ; the ration now given and purchased by us, is 10 pounds of flour,
at 3d. per pound,—2 s. 6 d.; one pound of sugar,6d.; two ounces tea, 4 4d.; and salt,1d.;
that not purchased, is 10 pounds meat, at 2 d. per pound,—1 5. 8d.; or a total cost of be-
tween 13 /. and 141 per annum, supposing flour to be plentiful, and consequently cheap;
I have paid as much as 50 I. per ton, besides freight and other charges in the transport of it
from Sydney to the Clarence. -

24. Do you consider, at the present price of wool, and the facilities afforded for dis-
‘posing of your surplus stock, that sheep-farming is advantageous ?—I think that persons
giving their whole attention, and witg frugality, can (after they have once formed their
stations) maintain them within the amount derivable from the wool; whether they re-
ceive a per-centage for their capital must depend upon the price which can be procured
for the surplus stock; this of course only applies to those whose capital is already
sunk in the business; I have no doubt that purchasing sheep at the present reduced

rices would be a profitable investment, supposing the management of the business to
e afterwards conducted with the care which I have before alluded to.

25. Do you.consider, if, instead of occupying the land under yearly lease, it were
proposed to purchase it, that it would be advantageous ?—I think that would depend
on the price at which it was proposed to sell the land ; supposing persons were required
to purchase a whole extent ofP run, I do not think they could afford to give any price
approaching the lowest minimum price at which land has ever been sold in this country;
‘it they were to purchase only water frontage commanding a back run, then they might
perbaps afford to give 5s. per acre,

26. Must they not be better circumstanced now that they possess both. the water
frontage and the back run, without the necessity for any such outlay of capital ?—
There are some disadvantages in squatting, viz., constant danger of being turned out;
the uncertain tenure under which the stations are held prevents people from making
improvements which would otherwise be very profitable; and the expense and loss
sustained in moving is very considerable.

27. What extent of land in your own case would suffice for making the improve-
ments you speak of, which you are now unabls to do from the uncertainty of tenure ?
—If the question merely refer to the improvements of a homestead, I should say that
‘640 acres would be sufficient, but I doubt whether a person occupying such a small
portion would find it to his interest to make expensive improvements, unless he were
secure of a sufficient run for his cattle at the same time, as in case of his being obliged
to remove his stock to a distance he could not remain there with profit to himself.

28. Suppose a system which secured the occupation of the run for a certain number
of years limited, upon- the present terms, and subject to the assessment on stock, and
enabling you to obtain the ownership of such ground as would secure the buildings,
would that in any degree obviate the difficulty of which you speak 2—It would depend
much on the number of years for which the land would be secured.

29. Can you mention what you would cousider the shortest period for which it would
answer your purpose to obtain the land securely ?—I should think 14 years would be
the shortest; any longer period would of course be more advantageous.

30. As that would enable you to keep the greater part of your capital in your hand,
would you consider it more advantageous than allowing you to purchase at 5s. per
acre I think it would be more advantageous; but the question being new to me,
and presenting many different points of view, I am unable to give a decided opinion.

31. Do you consider that the introduction of such a system might induce many per-
sons to embark in sheep speculation, and so afford the old settlers a market for their
stock?—1I have no doubt, as such a system would be a very great improvement on the
present one, that it would have that eflect.

.32, If it should effect an increased sale of your surplus stock, would that not be what is

}l))rmcipdlly now wanting to render sheep farming profitable to the owners of flocks ?—
ecidedly so.

33. Would it encourage the residence of proprietors on the grazing stations more
than at present ?2—1I think it would, though a large proportion of proprietors of stock
do now reside on their stations; I think it would also have the effect of inaking them
be more constantly on the spot, and would make them settle themselves in a more
comfortable manner.

34. Do you think that the present system is favourable to the social, moral and
physical condition of the people beyond the boundaries ?—As the sale of spirits is
entirely prohibited in all the interior districts, one of the strongest incentives to vice
is removed ; from the necessarily scattered state of an entirely pastoral population,
there is of course but little means of education, but the number of children in those

- districts is small.

35. Are you aware of the proportion of males and females in the district at this time ?—
The disproportion is very great, but I am not aware of the amount.

36. WitE reference to the navigation of the Clarence, has it ever been considered by

. .you, or others, that hy an outlay of money, the river might be made more navigable?—I
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am'not acquainted with the subject, nor have I'ever had any conversation with persons
competent to form an opinion. o

'g7. What ‘materials have you for building purposes at the Clarence >~—There is-free-
stone in many places, and I think plenty of brick earth might be procured; ‘there are
also the same kinds of wood as are found in other parts of the country, though the cedar
is now nearly all cuc; there are plenty of shells at the mouth of the river, but T have not
seen limestone; there are pine bushes in places.

Wednesday, 27 July 1842.

Alfred Robert Denison, Esq., of Cassilis; called in, and Examined.

1. In what part of the colony are you settled !—My purchased laad is at Cassilis, under
Liverpool Range; and my out stations are on Melville Plains, about 12 miles from the
Namoi River.

2. Are-you an extensive proprietor of flocks and herds :~—Yes.

3. You -employ, of conrse, a considerable number of persons in the capacity of
shepherds and stockmen ?—Between 40 and 50 hands of different descriptions; I had
more.

4. Have you diminished the number in consequence of the difficulty of obtaining
men, or the increase of wages?—I did not reduce the number on account of either of
these caunses ; some men I dismissed on the .completion of buildings and wellsupon which
they had been employed ; others I dismissed in consequence of extensive losses of sheep,
which rendered the continuance of their services unnecessary. With a view to reduce mg
expenditure, I.have slso increased the number of sheep in my flocks, so as to diminis
the number of men required for their attcudance.

5. You state you have not decreased your establishment on account of difficulty in
obtaining as many men as you desire; can you do so at satisfactory wages ?—For.the
last two months ly have been able to obtain men at tolerably satisfactory wages; but I
am still giving higher than I can well afford to give; 20l per annum is'the utmost which
I ought to give in justice to myself; and I consider that these are wages amply remunera-
tive to the labourer.

6. Wkat do you value the rations at?—I estimate the rations of a man at about 17 . pe
annum. '

7. In that calculation, how do you estimate the portion of the produce of the farm
given in the ration i—The produce of the farm is only meat, which I calculate..at a cer-
tain rate.

8. What proportion in money do you estimate that produce to bear to the cost of the
whole ration 7—The actual outlay in money is about two-thirds ; thus, the meat.costs about
6L, the other parts 104, 10s. ['would take this opportunity of observing, that the whole
system of rations ought to be got rid of ; the waste consequent upon it Is excessive; the
master might have his store so well supplied, as to be able to furnish bis men at a fow rate,
and so remove that necessity for the continuance of the system, which the absence of retail
shops might otherwise require.

9. Supposing the price of meat to remain as at present, aod Jabour to rise above its
present rate, under such circumstances do you consider that sheep farming could be car-
ried on to advantage ?—By squatters it might be, but certainly not by those who have
purchased land—Dbccause there is no market for surplus stock.

10. Do you mean then, that if land were obtained upon easier terms than you obtained
it, and stock were sold at a lower rate, it would be worth while for persons to engage in
sheep farming *—1t would depend on the terms on which land was procured; it can.never
be profitable to buy.land at any price to feed stock, that is, to buy the entire quantity.over
which the sheep are to graze; I am speaking in reference to present circumstances, and
from such experience as during a residence of two years 1 have been able to gain.

13. Your district has been visited by draught during the last two years, which has not
bclen the case in other districts >—It has been the case with the whole northern parts of the
colony. .«

12. Have you sustained great Josses in consequence of those draughts ?—Yes, I have.

13. Do you include that circamstance among those which may be considered-as the fixed
causes which render sheep farming unprofitable ?—1It is one amongst the causes.

14. Do you consider that the wool would pay the expenses of the sheep, including the
interest on the purchase-money of both land and sheep #— Certainly not.

15. What do you assume to have been the prices given for land, sheep and cattle ?=I
am speaking of the price given by myself, viz., 155 per acre for land, 17s. for sheep, and
5. per head for catile.

16. The prices are at present merely nominal ?—~They are.

17. If stock were readily saleable at the prices mentioned by you, do you consider there
would then be a profit 7—I should say so.

18. Would these prices admit of any reduction, and yet leave profit ?~I am not prepared
with any calculation on that subject,

19. Would it not be necessary also, that the price of land should be reduced in like pro-
portion !—Certainly, in order to leave a profit to the purchaser.

20. Have you found any difficulty in teaching the immigrants to be shepherds ?—No,
the occupation of a shepherd is readily learnt; it merely requires a little attention.

Wednesday,
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Wednesday, 27 July 1842.

The Honourable C. .D. Riddell, Esq., Colonisl Treasurer, called in, and Examined.

1. Tue Committee would wish to learn the opinion formed by you, from your observa-
tion of the progress of land sales, as to the prospect of obtaining a revenue during the next
12 months from that source >—I think with regard to grazing land in the colony, there
is very little chance of raising much revenue at the present minimu:a price. I think some
revenue should be obtained from good suburban land, if such exist in the neighbourhood of
Brisbane Town. . . .

2. Have you calculated what minimum price would be such, as to. render it profitable to
a person to become the purchaser of a large extent, for grazing. purposes?—I have made
some calculations, thougg not any very precise; I have been informed by very.competent
authorities, and 1 am myself disposed to think, that.the average quantity of Jand required

to feed one sheep is not Jess than from three to five acres; the actual value of  purchased

grazing land, estimated by the profit derived from it, must therefore. be very small; but
there are many persons wishing to purchase land for the sake of forming a property, who
would give more than its actual value for grazing purposes, but wiw would not give a price
-so utterly unremunerating, as-the present minimum. "

3. Theu do you consider that the. present. minimum: price acts us a total prohibition to

the sale of land ?—I do at the present time. .
4. Are you enabled to state what quantity: of land bas beer. actually sold at that rate,
during the last 12 months, in quantities of a section and upwards—The Return which
I made some time ago, by desire of ‘the Commitiee, shows that there have been advertised
for sale at 12s. per acre, about 132,353 acres in all parts of the colony; and'at prices higher
than 12s., 7,996, making a total of 140,349. Of those put up at a higher rate than 125,
507 acres were purchased for 1,3927 18s, 11d., being for the most part suburban allot-
ments in the neighbourhood of Sydney. If this sum is deducted from the whole amount
“obtained for land during the last year, 5,515/ 55.114., a balance of 4,122 7s. remains;
but from this a further sum of 521l 2s. must be deducted; as deposits to the extent of
571 18s. appear to bave been forfeited, thus leaving a balance of only 3,601 5s. received
for land put up at the minimum of 12s. per acre, during the year, from the 3oth Juae 1841
to the goth June 1842. Out of the number of acres put up at 12s,, viz, 132,353, only
5,644 were actually disposed of ; and of these, only three lots equalled or exceeded a section,
the others averaging from 17 to 372 acres each.

5. Do you see any prospect of a revival of demand for grazing lands ?—Not if wool con-
tinues at its present price, and labour be at as high a rate as it now is.

6. Do you sec any prospect of a revenue from the sale of suburban and town allotments ?
~1do, in theneighbouthood of Brisbane. From the last sale, there appeared to be a com-
petition amongst monicd men and speculators, and the prices bid were very good. I have
however since heard that-those who purchased, without being acquainted with the locality,
are discontented with their bargains, and that deposits to a considerable amount will be
forfeited in consequence.

7. Can you form any approximate estimate of the whole amount likely to be realised
during the next 12 months, from the sale of every description of lands in all parts of the
colony i—J am not aware of the extent which will be put up; and even if I had.this infor-
mation I could form no estimate.

8. Putting out of the question the description of persons you have spoken of, who might
give more for land than its actual worth, for the sake of profit by its re-sale, can you fix
any limit to which the minimum price must be reduced, to encourage persons who look
merely to a return for their capital, to become large purchasers?—No; 1 cannot fix any
limit; people who merely look to a return for their capital will rather squat beyond the
boundaries than purchase at any time.

9. If the minimum were reduced to 5s,, or 2s. 6d., or 1s., or any other price you may
fix upon, would it then suit persons to become purchasers for grazing purposes, bearing in
mind that, as you say, it would take from three to five acres to keep a sheep —I should say
that if the price were reduced to 1s., it might answer to purchase in preference to squat-
ting; but it would not answer to purchase at 5s. the whole quantity required; people
might be found to purchase head or home stations, but they could not purchase their whole
grazing jand at that rate.

10. Do you suppose, then, that if the upset price were fixed at 5., persons would engage
in sheep farming, and thus afford a market for the surplus stock ? —I think so to a great
extent. I am credibly informed that there is a great deal of money now in the banks,
which would be laid out in the putchase of Jand, if it were to be obtained at anything like
a remunerating price.

11. You mean, then, that if such parties could obtain land at 5s., it would be worth
their while to purchase stock, and this would create a demand for sheep and cattle which
does not now exist. I think it would ; it would create a demand for stock which does not
now exist; not that persons would purchase the entire quantity of land required to feed
their stock, but they would purchase to a considerable extent.

12. How then do you account for it, that that demand for stock does not exist where
persons may obtain land beyond the boundaries, at a price even below 5s.?—They are two
different classes of people ; the money of which I am speaking belongs to individuals not
now colonists, but who are supposed to be willing to make a permanent investment of
-capital in the colony.

13. Suppose that the squatter could obtain a property in some portion for his land, at a
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price the Government might fix, would not that bring about sales *—I think that they
would purchase a certain portion of the land on which their stations are, for the purpose of
making improvements and rendering themselves more comfortable. - -

14. You assume that they would not purchase the whole extent they occupy, yet they
would be willing to purchase such portivn as would secure their buildings and other im-
provements ?—I should think that if Government were now to allow squatters to purchase
at 5s., a very large sum would be realized.

15. Do you not think that the ability to become proprietor of a certain portion of the
run, and thus to effect improvements without risk oP losing the cost of them, would en-
courage capitalists to lend their money to squatters to carry on their operations i—Any
person possessed of well chosen land could raise money to a certain extent to enable him to
carry on his operations. The fee-simple of a certain portion of ran would be very valuable
as being a fixed property.

16. If in addition to the purchase of a part, a lease were given, for a certain number of”

_years, of the remainder of the run. would not the effect of that be to create a market for

the increase of stock 7—To a limited extent it would, if a lease were given for a certain
oumber of years.

17. Are you aware that a difficulty, amounting almost o an impossibility, now exists on
the part of the owners of stock in disposing of their surplus i—1I am aware of it.

18. As you say that the measure just referred to would encourage persons of capital to
connect themselves with such establishments, would it not seem to follow that this would'
create the demand for surplus stock, which you say does not now exist 7—If any capital
not at Ereseut laid out in stock could be brought into operation, it would certainly create a
demand for stock, limited to the extent of the capital so to be laid cut.

19. If investment of capital upon such terms would be profitable, and the demand for
wool at the present price may be assumed capable of an indefinite increase, upon what
grounds do you assume that the disposition to invest capital in this manner would be so
limited 2—It was not the investment of capital to which I alluded, but to the demand for
surplus stock. The stations are most of them stocked already, and many parties occupying
those stations are suffering from a want of sale for their surplus stock.

20. Do you believe that the country is now as full of sheep as it will admit ot ?—That I
would not venture to say, but large graziers are stopping the increase of their flocks.

21. But as you admit that the plan suggested would make this application of capital
beneficial, and that there is still goverument Jand unoccupied, which might be covered with
sheep, why should there be a limit to the demand for sheep?—I conceive that sheep farm-
ing does not pay at the present price of wool, price of labour, and want of sale for surplus
stock ; though perhaps purchases might be made, as I have already mentioned, I do not
think that even. then it would be so profitable as to induce people to send capital into the
country to be so embarked, unless they could, at the same time, secure a permaneut interest
for their families in the land of the colony.

22. Do you suppose that the demand for stock has reached its limit, and what measures
would you propose to revive it?—I think it has reached its limit at this momeat at the
present price of land ; but I think if the price of land could be lowered, and so the intro-
ducet‘i]on of capital into the country be encouraged, the price of stock would be immediately
raised,

23. But have you not stated you doubt whether any lowering of the minimum price that
could take place would have tge effect of inducing persons to become purchasers ?—I
think that the graziers in the country are so depressed that they would not be purchasers,
but monied immigrants would come in with a view to purchase; the price of land at 5s.
per acre being known in England would, I feel persuaded, induce capitalists to emigrate,
and invest their capital in land and stock. )

24. Do you consider then that purchasing land at 5s. an acre, with a view to put sheep
and stock upon it, is a profitable investment?—No ; but if monied immigrants could be
induced to purchase land, they would then have to purchase stock also, which would create
a demand for sheep and cattle which does not now exist.

25. Would oot this create a revival of the demand for, and consequently tend to raise
the price of stock, so as to render the investment of capital in stock profituble?—1I am
decidedly of opinion that it would.

26. To whom do you mean that the rise in the price of stock would be profitable !—To
the present graziers,

27- Would that form part of the inducement which would arise to persons of capital to
come from England 2—1I think not; they would look to their own profits only, and not to
the interests of the present graziers.

28. Would not the knowledge of the prosperity of this colony induce capitalists in
England to come out?>~—Most undoubtediy ; it has done so before.

29. Do you think that a general imprssion of the prosperity of this colony would in-
duce parties to bring their capital, unless they saw a reasonable prospect of prospering
themselves #—No ; but I think that a general belief of its prosperity entertained at home,
would induce capitalists to emigrate, whether they invested their capital in stack or land,
crin any other profitable investment.

30. Do gou think that the expectations of those who have come out under the impres-
sion that the colony was prospering have been answered >—Not latterly, because they came
out without a knowledge of the depression now existing; when they left England the
colony was supposed to be in a state of prosperity.

31. Do you think if those capitalists, who arrived two years ago, and who, you say lgave -

een.



PAPERS RELATING TO EMIGRATION. 137

been disappointed, bad delayed their arrival to the present time, they would have had a
better prospect of success, with reference to the present prices of land and stock, and sup-~
osing that they became squatters, and did not purchase land ?—I think they would,
ecause they would have made their purchases at lower prices, and so been enabled to
keep part of their capital entire to meet the difficulties of the times, without running into
debt; and thus, when any improvement takes place, which I sincerely hope may be the
case before long, they can turn it to immediate advantage.

Wednesday, 27 July 1842.

Lachlan Macalister, Esq., called in, and Examined.

1. You are extensively engaged in sheep farming ?—Yes, and cattle farming also.

2. You have stations in the district of Corpet Inlet 7—I have.

3. Do you find any difficulty in obtaining labour in that remote part of the colony 2—I
am obliged to send labourers from here, and have much difficulty in getting them down ;
I have also to pay their expenses. )

4. Have you been able to obtain labour at & moderate rate at Corner Inlet ?—No,

5. What wages do jou give shepherds and labourers there ?—1I have none at less than
from 241 to 30/. per annum, and some few at 32Z

6. Does that include families ?—I have only one family.

7. Is there any demand for stock in that district *—It depends on the market in Van

" Diemen’s Land, where there is now a market ; I have a vessel plying between Cerner Inlet
and Hobart Town with fat sheep and cattle.

8. Do you obtain remunerating prices for them in that market 2—Such as have been sent
have brought very fair prices; about 14/ per head has been obtained for bullocks, and I
have some for which I am led to expect 171,

9. Do you find that you can still undersell the grazier of Van Diemen’s Land ?—As-
suredly we can; Van Diermen’s Land has been overstocked for the last 14 years; they must
provide artificial food.

10. Have you raised any grain in the district of Corner Inlet ?—I have a crop in the
ground this year for the first time.

11. Are you enabled to state whether it is favourable to the growth of grain generally
~Jt is impossible that it can be surpassed either in this colony or Van Diemen’s Land.

12, Have your opportunities of observation in Van Diemen’s Land been such as to
enable you to judge of it ?~I was in Van Diemen’s Land for 13 months in the army, and
subsequently 1 visited it, I think in 1837, and travelled across the country from Port Dal-
rymple to Hobart Town.

13. And from what you saw there, and also from past experience, you come to the con-
clusion that wheat may be raised as plentifully at Corner Inlet as in any part of Van Die-
men’s Land ?—Assuredly, and in immense tracts of it; there is a larger tract of land there
available for agriculture than 1 have seen any where in the coleny.

14. How long have you had stations in that part of the country ?-—For better than two
rears.

) 15. Has there been any drought there during the period that it prevailed in other parts
of the colony 2——There has been none there since my cattle went down in 183q.

16. Is the district well watered >—It is.

17. Could you describe how it is watered ?—The district is bounded to the northward
and westward, and south-west, by the Australian Alps, the summits of which are covered
with snow; these mountains give rise to six considerable streams, or rather rivers, and each
of them navigable from 10 to 15 miles, from a very large fresh water navigable lake, called
Luke Victoria, by-Mr. Angus MacMillan, who first explored that part of the country in
January 1840. These streams in the driest seasons run perpetually, in consequence of the
melting of the snow on the mountains.

18. What is the extent of the district >—1I think about 70 miles in length, and 30 to 40
miles in depth.

19. Do you state, then, that the greater portion of it is fit for agricultural purposes :—A
great portion of it; on the banks of the rivers there is rich alluvial land, without either a
trce or stone on it, and immediately fit for the plough, without any expense of clearing,
exclusively of large tracts of brush land of the richest description. )

20. Is the alluvial soil of considerable depth ?—Of a very considerable depth; I know an
instance of a native boy digging 14 feet; the soil to that depth was alluviaE

21. Are there many stations in that district 7—Only 11 or 12.

22. Are they all abundaptly supplied with Jabour, or does the great want of labour still
prevail 2—The want still prevails; the people who came out with Mr. Macdonaell, of
Glengarry, when discharged from his employment afier he bad disposed of his stock,
obrained higher wages than those given by him.

23. Do you think if it were thrown open to purchase, that much of the Jand wound se!1?
—1 have no doubt of it; the water carriage is so convenient; 1 can receive supplies i thas
district at a cheaper rate than at my residence at Clifton, 45 miles by land from Sydney.

24. In what manner are supplies conveyed to that district ?—By water from Syduey ;
sometimes from Melbourne ; vessels drawing from 11 to 12 feet can go in at low water;
1 think that a vessel of any size could enter at high water.

25. Do you think that land would sell readily in that district at the present minimum
price?—A considerable quantity would sell, for agricultural purposes, if its quality was
sufficiently known, but not for grazing.
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26. Do you think that there would be sufficient land in that district to raise grain enough
to supply the Eresent population of New South Wales ?—I should certainly say that in that
district might be grown as much wheat as is now grown io Van Diemen’s Land.

27, Suppose it were proposed to raise aloan of 500,000/. for the purpose of introducing,
within seven or eight vears, an industrious agricultural population into that district, do you
think from your knowledge of the value of land, that security might be given upon the
land in that district, for the regular payment of interest at five per cent. on that loan, and
the repayment of the principal within a limited number of years /—I have no doubt that
the land in the district would afford ample security ; some of it, were sufficient labour intro-
duced, would let for 1l peracre, and the produce would afford an ample remunerative
return to the tenant.

28. Will you enumerate, as far as yon are able, the several kinds of produce which you
consider could be advantageously raised in that district, and what market might be found
for them when raised ?—It would produce wheat, oats, barley, rye, potatoes, clover, lucerne
and all artificial grasses; turnips and all vegetables grown in England : all European fruits
might also, I am persuaded, be grown there with advantage; for grain, Sydney would
afford a market; and Van Diemen’s Land would take the stock. The country is also
admirably calculated for dairyfarms, the sward of natural pastures being extremely rich,
and the milk yielding an unusual guamity of butter. I may have seen as good land in
Treland, but never in Scotland. The country is full of game, kangaroos, emues, wild
turkeys, geese, &c. ; there is likewise abundance of fish in the lake and harbour. N

29. Have you turned your thoughts to the possibility of forming establishments there for
the purpose of salting aud exporting beef and pork ?—I have taken it into consideration,
and it was my intention to commence a salting establishment on a very large scale, bat the
imported salt beef has been selling at so low a rate, that it has been more profitable to send
the stock alive to Van Diemen’s Land.

30. What do you mean by the harbour of Corner Inlet !—1It is an immense sheet of water,
hlavinv, I suppose, about 100 islands in it; it is about 3o miles one way, and four or five
the other.

31. Is there depth of water in the Inlet itself for ships to enter the harbour, and room
for them to swing at anchor when they are in #—~Abundance of room for vessels drawing
11 or 12 feet, even at low water; the tide rises 10 feet.

<. Have you ever had the opportunity of hearing the opinion of a naval man upon the
recommendation of the harbour ?—1I have had the opinion of two masters of vessels who
were there ; they state that the entrance is perfectly safe for vesscls drawing 11 or 12 feet
water, at any time of the tide, and that at high water vessels of large tonnage could enter ;
the anchorage within the bar affords security for vessels of any size; it is considered a
better and safer harbour than Port Phillip.

Thursday, 28 July 1842.

Sir Thomas Livingstone Mitchell, Knight, Surveyor-General, called in, and Examined.

1. Tux Committee are desirous of obtaining from you information as to the prospects of
the Land Fund during the next twelve months; can you form any estimate of the probable
amount ?—It is impossible for me to do so, as I am not at all aware what price his Fxcel-
lency the Governor may fix upon ary land which may be put up for sale.

2. Is there any probability of any large portion of grazing ground being sold durir g that

eriod ?—1I should say it was not at all likely.

3. To what cause do you attribute the falling off in the demand for land ?2—-To the present
embarrassed affairs of those engaged in sheep speculations.

4. Do you think that portions of agriculturaj lands are likely to be sold 7—I am afraid
not; I have one particular reason for making this answer; the pressure of the times will
bring into the market a quantity of eligible and hmproved lands, already in private hands,
which will of course be purchased in preference to the wholly unimproved lands remaining
in the hands of the government. I would su(gigest, as a means of effecting some sales ia the
mean time, that such lands as are measurcd and ready for sale, should be put up at the
minimum price of 12s. per acre, which might be tempting to speculators now, whilst the
colonists are under the impression that a permanent value is to be given to all Jands in the
colony by Act of Parliament, of either 1 /. or 21, per acre.

5. Do you consider that, when su:h a price kas been fixed, there will be a demand for
land ?—1I think the permanency of price is likely to enhance, after a time, the value of land
in general. . .

o. From your experience in the cclony, do you consider the ordinary lands to be worth 17,
per acre 7—1 do not; I look to the return for the interest of money,and howit is derivable
tfrom the Jand; and doing so, I cannot see bow it can make a return adequate to the pur-
chase price of 1Z. peracre. Whether I am rightin fixing a value from immediate prospects
of areturn from the land may be questionable, as the purchasers of land in these new
colonjes seem all, more or less, to speculate on the future value ; and which, reviewing the
progress of the colony, until now, cannot, perhaps, be termed wholly an imaginary value, if
its future prosperity were sure, or likely to be like the past.

7. Do you allude merely to grazing lands, or to lands for other purposes?—I allude to
both kinds of land. The parchaser of either looks to its becoming ultinately valuable for
other purposes ; the arable fand for subdivision, and the purposes ol increased population;
the pasture land to be finally peopled and cultivated,

8. Would
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- 8. Would not the effect of fixing so high an upset price be to render the great bulk of NEW
lands in the colong unsaieable for an indefinite period ?—It would. SOUTH WALES.
9. Measuring the value of the land by the return which it will yield at 17 per acre, do

you consider that under such circumstances, parties with capital would be induced to emigrate  Sir T. MitcheZ.
from England to the colony?—It seems to me very doubtful that they would, if land is not —
to be hag for less than 1/ per acre.

10. What effect do you consider the low upset price of land, which prevailed trom 1831
to 1838, had in inducing the parties to emigrate to the colony ?—It seemed to increase
immigration progressively ; at least the sales increased ; I am far from taking the sales of
land however as a test of the increase of immigration, as much of the lands sold were pur-
chased by old settlers. 1do not think the low price hadany direct effect in increasing immi-
gration, but I have litile doubt that the raising the price from 5s. to 12 5. an acre has tended
much to check that immigration which was setting towards Australia when I was in London.
To the numbers of emigrants who consulted me there, my advice constantly was, “ Avoid
competition at sales—there is abundance of land ; give no more than 5s. per acre ;” and I have
had the mortification to meet such persons in the colony, complaining of the sudden rise
in :]he price; and have witnessed the return to England of whole families who came here to
settle.

11. Were not the old setilers enabled to rurchase Jand, by having a ready sale for their
surplus stock, to persons arriving with capital %—I think the high price of wool was the chief
source of their means of purchase, togetler with the cheapness of labour; they had the
means then of improving the Jand. Much land had been given to whoever had 5001 ready
for the improvement of each sqtare mile so given, when convict labour was also available for
that purpose; now the buyer of a square mile must part with at least 500l., and has no
convict labour for improving it. The money goes out of the country to pay for the intro-
duction of many non-productive consumers, as women and children are for the most part,
thereby increasing the necessity at present for sending more money still out of the country
to bring wheat, potatoes, &c. from other countries for their present maintenance, however
much such additional population may finally beccme productive.

12. Was ot the principal source of profit to the grazier from the sale of his surplus stock
rather than from that of bis wool ?—That was, another source of profit, and I believe very
considerable.

13. Supposing that a loan were to be raised, do you consider that the extent of unalienated
lands in the colony would afford security to a considerable amount for such a loan to be
applied to the purposes of immigration ?—1I very much doubt whether it would, without a
better prospect of making those public improvements necessary for bringing land into the
market at present prices than exists at present.

14. To what public improvements do you chiefly allude ?—The formation of harbours,
construction of bridges, opening of roads, the stumping and burning off wood for the pur-
pose of opening streets in towns, the farmers requiring a market, to which towns there
must necessarily be roads ; it seems to me quite clear, that without such works being effected,
at least in some parts, first, the lands could not be sold in such manner as to afford support
to even an agricultural community. ~

15. Can you suggest any measures by means of which such improvements could g ~
effected >—By the introduction of labourers.

16. Supposing it were determined to establish a system of periodical land sales, can you
inform the committee of the extent and general description of land, which, in your opinion,
might be brought forward at such sales within the next twelve months ?—There are many
portions which could brought forward; but I cannot at present state to what extent, as so
much ineligible land in this country is interposed between the spots which would be eligible
to purchase. .

17. But speaking in general terms, you suppose that a considerable extent of average
land might be surveyed and offered for sale within the next twelve menths ?—I think so;
but wherever [ look, I find the construction of a bridge or the opening of a road requisite
to render it saleable, or even accessible. .

18. You have stated in a formeranswer, that you anticipate very small land sales, owing
to the quantity of good and improved lands in private hands, which you expect must soon
be forced into the market ?—1I have. f )

1g. Do you not think it might be advisable, that the Crown should abstain from endea~
vouring to make any considerable sales, until the excess in the hands of private individuals.
is to a ceitain extent absorbed i—1 think it would be rather in favour of the present colonists
to do so, supposing there were purchasers to buy the land at 1 /. per acre.

20. When that absorption has taken place to such an exteut as to remove the now
existing inducement to sell private property at a reduced rate, will the natural teadency be
to direct the attention of buyers to government lands again, and to encourage by degrees
the purchace of them at the higher minimum price, which it is expected will be fixed ?—
I think it would.

21. You understand by excess of land, that individuals have more land than they can
use?—I understand you to mean more land than there are purchasers for; or that the
excess exceeds the demand.

22, 1s it not a fact that there is three or four times more land used for grazing purposes
than has been alienated by the Crown >—At least sixty times as much.

23. Can you say what effect the raising of the minimum price of land by the Govern-
ment has had on the landed property of the settlers?—I do not think that it has had any
effect, at least on the value of cultivation lands, which depended chiefly on the improvements
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made upon them; but the mere grazing lands purchased at 3s. an acre were of course
saleable at a higher figure.

24. To what, then, do you attribute the present depressed state of the settlers>—Tovarious
causes : the sending so much money out of the country as 800,000/ to increase the con-
sumers of an article in part brought from South America; the sudden deprivation of convict
labour ; the great fall in prices of wool ; and, as I have understood, from excess of commer~
cial shipments. I should say too, that the raising of the price of land was another cause ; the
raising of the upset price from 5s. to 12s. per acre I consider to have had a very injurious
effect in checking that emigration of persons with moncy, which wight have fructified in
the colony.

25. Do you not think that the diminution of the commissariat or government expendi-
wre in the colony bas likewise materially affected. the interests of the producers?—In
alluding to the deprivation of convict labour I contemplated this amongst the evil conse-
quences thereof. \

26. To these causes, then,'you attribute the distressed state of the settler, and the necessity
for his bringiog his land into the market?~—As far as 1 understand the circumstances of
the colony,i should say so. ‘

7. To what do you attribute the want of a market for surplus live stock ?—Chiefly to
the want of additional immigrants with capital ; that which was in it having been drained
by the exportation of the land fund.

28. To what do. you attribute the cessation of ihe introduction of immigrants with
capital ?—I should say chiefly to the sudden changes which have taken place in the price
of land; the uncertainty which has been produced i the minds of people in England ; and
the consequent reaction of the speculative sales at Port Phillip.

29. Do you not think that the preseat low price of stock offers a favourable opportunity
for investing capital in live stock ?—I should say it was, were I certain that it had reached
its minimum price ; even at present rates [ think it must be favourable.

30. The committee are desirous of being informed if you can oblige them with a plan of
the land adjacent to Corner, Inlet 7—I can; I have a map here,

31. Will you have the goodness to cxplain to what extent the survey in that direction has
roceeded ?—The town of Albert has been marked out; and Mr. Townshend, the surveyor,
as just arrived on Manero Plains, having completed a survey of the road to that point;

and where he has been joined by two other surveyors who are to be employed with him in

a general survey of the country towards Cape Howe and the eastern coast.

2. Have the approaches by water been sounded, and has there been found access for
vessels of large burthen 2—Tha2y have; vessels of considerable tonnage may approach within
three niiles of the township, near the point of junction of the rivers Albert and Tarra,

. 33. From the reports of your surveyors, can you give the committee any information as
to the extent of good land in that neighhourhood >—I bave not received Mr. Townsheanr's
last report.

34. Will you have the goodness to state, whether your impression as to the general cta-
racter of the land there is favourable ?—Not so favourable as it was as respects the least
immediately in the neighbourheod of Corner Inlet and Alberton ; butI believe there iz a
;z]xst extent of well-watered and very valuable land between that and the district of

ITanero.

Friday, 29 July 1842,
Mr. William Jaques, Auctioneer, called in, and Examined.

1. You are auctioneer for conducting the sales of Crown landsin Sydney, and have beent
so for many years 7—I am, and have been so for eight years. .
2. In your evidence before the committee in 1840, you will perbaps remember that you

gave statements of what land fetched >—1I did, taken from the sales’ books. )

3. Have vou since seen reason to believe that such prices can no longer be cbtained, or
do you think land still retains that value 2—Certainly, if there were funds at the disposal of
persons to whom the purchase of lands must be an object of desire. )

4. The question is put practically, with reference to lands which, on your former exami-
nation, you stated to have bcen sold at particular prices; whether, if the samne lands were
now put up to sale, you continue to think they would bring the same prices ’—It would
depend upon the spirit of competition which might exist at the time of sule; at present
there is no competition. )

5. Now, there is not that competition ?—There is not, because there are not the same
funds unappropriated as at the time of my last exawmination. . .

6. How long back do you trace that indisposition to purchase lands with avidity >—The
first falling off of ihe sales arose from the contemplated division of the colony. Despatches
arrived about the day before that fixed for the sale of certain lands at Moreton Bay, and
the lots were withdrawn ; since then there has been general embarrassment, and less spe~
culation ; partics were obliged to provide for their liabilities, and therefore refrained from
expending money on real property, or from locking up their money in the purchase of
what they might be unable to reconvert into money, snould their exigencies at any time
require it. 1 think also, that there was a general opinion that the tinimum price might be
reduced, and that other measures, more aflecting other parts of the colony, might be adopted
here; and therefore capitalists refrained from making purchases. . )

. In stating your belief, that tliere was an expectation that the minimum price
would be reduced, do you found your opinien upon conversations which you have h?t(lix

wl
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with parties interested >—~Upon general conversation with others, and trom my own
observation.

8. Have you perceiveG an equal disinclination to purchase town allotments ¥—No further
than that Jocal purchasers have already made their purchases; and as speculation has
ceased, those who bought merely for resale do not now bid at the sales as heretofore.

a. Do you think that the belief as to reduction of the minimum price of land still
prevails 7—I thiuk not, except with thsse who will retain their opinion in spite of all
proofs thnt such will not be the case ; if it was imagined that the minimum price would be
raised, it would, I think, induce buyers to come forward.

10. What was the highest price obtained at the sale of Moreton Bay lands the week
before last?—About 1,1001 per acre; and if cultivation and town allotments were brought
forward, the orices which have been given, great as they are, would be increased upon.

11. Do you consider the expectation well founded, that if more land in ‘the Moreton
Bay district were brought into the market at this time, it would find purchasers at a high
price ?~I hear so from those who have purchased, and those who are inclined to purchase,
in that district.

12. Did you discover from the parties who made these statements, that they had formed
any well-digested plan for making such purchases remunerate them for the outlay; or do
they, in purchasing, proceed merely upon speculation of selling them again at a profit 7—
I conceive that a great number of the purclhasers intend to subdivide their purchases with
a view (o resale at a profit; others have purchased with a view to the immediate erection
of stores, and other buildings from which they expect to derive immediate profit. There
was also a great desire expressed for cultivation allotments ; many inquiries were made at
the sale, when more land suited for cultivation would be offered for sale.

13. You stated it 1840 that there was a growing spirit for the purchase of Crown lands ;
do you think that that spirit continued until the proposed division of the colony became
known ?—I do.

14. During what portion of the periad of your holding the situation of auctioneer for
the sale of Crown lands has the sale of them been most brisk ?—Upon the alteration of the
minimum price, there was a great desire to purchase lands applied for previously to the
rise, and gazetted at 5s. This created a brisk sale ; the time to which 1 refer was in the
years 1838 and 1839. .

15. Was there at that period a considerable importation of capital into the colony by
the introduction of new banks, and the increase of the capital of the existing banks?—
Immeanse, and sudden.

_16. Did not that create a very extensive demand for Crown lands ?—1I should think that
1t must.

17. Did not, in fact, capital flow into the colony faster than it could be employed +—
I am not competent to give a decided opinion, but such is my impression. I should say
that banks, from surplus capital, became too lax in their system of accommodation.

18. Was not the effect of the introduction of that capital so suddenly, that of creating
an artificial value upon all property, inciuding Crown lands It evidently must.

1g. Have you reason to believe that the purchases of Crown lands made at that time
have been profitable to the buyers 7—1I think so, because as far as I am able tojudge, ver,
few of them have been resold. I am not aware of any large portions having been sold,
except at what is called a sacrifice.

20. Atthe late sales has there been any competition at 12s. per acre *—There has.

21. How much Government land has been sold during the last twelve months at 12s.
per acre’—1 cannot from memory say, but there was very little; I think that there was
one sale of 138 lots, at which there was not a single bidding, and these were chiefly lands
which had been offered on former occasions at 5s. per acre.

22, Generally speaking, have the lands put up at 12s. per acre been sold ?—1I should
say not much more than one-tenth. '

- 23. Has the attendance at the Government sales been the same as it was previous to the
raising of the upset price ?’—By no means ; but I do not think that this falling off was in
consequence of the raised price.

:;_4. When the upset price was raised there was a great demand for town allotments ?
—Yes.

25. To what do you attribute that?-—To general speculation; the desire of investing
small capitals in a way likely to be hereafter beneficial, and to the existence of a large
amount of spare capital.

26. When the colony recovers from its present depression, do you consider that grazing
Jand will sell at 12s. per acre?—Such is my opinion, derived from a long experience as a
surveyor.

2{. Upon what data do you found your calculation ; do you conceive that at that price
the land will yield a profitable return to the purchaser?~I do, from the general improve-
ments in land which will take place throughout the colony.

28, Do you think that in a new country capitalists can, generally speaking, afford to look
to remote return from lands and to forego an imnediate incomei—I conceive that the
immediate profit ought not so much to influence purchasers as the prospect of future
improvement. I have advised private friends to act on that principle, and [ think that
there was no reason why they should not act upon it. Those persons who have not other
means upon which to live, independently of any immediaic return from the lands which
they may purchase, should not in this country invest their capital in real property and
dead speculations,
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" 29. In point of time which occurred first, the rise in the minimum price, o -
sitic?n to divide the colony ?—The rise in the price preceded. price, or the PIOPO

30. Then as you have stated that the demand for Crown lands continued till the proposal
to divide the colony was made known, what ground can there be for the opinion that the
rise in the price caused the demand to cease }—I do not thiok that it did; the decrease of
demand was rather occasioned by a species of combination, with a view to enforce a reduc-
tion of the price.

31. Have you not recently had aliotments in Sydney proposed for sale, for which there
were no bidders >—Yes; 1 do not think the allotments were eligible, from want of depth
and also from their not being in very desirable situations. ’

3?. Do you remember the upset price for those allotments ?P—I believe it was 151
per foot.

33. Was there not some land sold in George-street >~There was.

34. Did it not realize a good price P—1 believe:it did.

35. Do you consider that the value of {aroperty in Sydney has declined during the period
since the rise in the minimum price 7—I do not draw any such conclusion ; for desirable
sites a higher price than ever would be given.

36. Then, in point of fact, the same causes which operate to prevent the sale of grazing
land, have not prevented the sale of town allotments in Sydney ?—Not of land in the town
of Sydney. The trade is now reviving, and there is an immense quantity of capital in the
gan_ds of certain people, who will stop at nothing to obtain land in suitable situations for

usiness.

Friday, 29 July 1842.
William Miller, Esq., Deputy Commissary-General, called in, and Exariined.

1. Tue Committee have requested you to attend for the purpose of ascertaining what has
been the rate of payments in the colony on account of the British Governiment, from the
period at which the practice of selling Crown lands commenced (from 1831) to the close of
last year?—In consequence of the letter I received this day from the clerk of Councils,
I have prepared a return, embodyiog the information required, which I now beg to submit
to the committee. [Return put in.]

ExrexDpiTURE from the Military Chest at Sydney, New South Wales.

Year Military. Convict. | Miscellaneous. ToraL.
——
1832 68,890 83,010 16,001 167,991
1833 61,814 90,018 4,066 155,808
1834 83,200 115,169 18,646 217,108
1835 100,491 113,602 5294 '219,387
1836 305,364 130,948 92,003 328,315
1837 99,029 124,023 26,205 249,257
1833 93,667 127,631 104,495 325,813
1839 100,410 162,307 70,169 332,886
1840 96,507 142,808 41,936 281,341
1841 78,082 95,638 37,108 213,828

2. Since the discontinuance of transportation, has the expenditure within the colony
(exclusive of Norfolk Island) been diminishing for convict services 7—The expenditure for
Norfolk Island differs in no respect from convict expenditure for any other station, and
I cannot readily separate it ; but I thisk the maximum expenditure from the military chest
has been about 330,0001.; itis now reduced to about 250,000/, or less, per annum, chiefly
from the decrease of the convict expenditure.

3. Do you anticipatea farther decrease ?—For the present year it will probably be under
200,0001.

4. For all services, military, coavict and miscellaneous?—Yes ; but the miscellaneous
service is very uncertain, and not always connected with this colony; it includes the
expenses of ships of war, both British and Foreign, when they hapgen to touch here; con-
siderable sums expended for the armament now on the coast of China have been classed
under this head ; and I have formerly and am at present sending money to Van Diemen’s
Land, in aid of the military chest there ; which, in a statement such as that now required,
can appear only as miscellaneous.

5. What was the amount of thc current expenditure of the convict establishments
within the colony during the year 1841 ?—Last year it was about 100,000/, independent
of stores, &c., which were furnished by the Ordunance department to the various convict
cstablishments.

6. Is, then, the experditare on account of convict establishments continnally diminishing,

and likely after a few years to be still further reduced *—It is ; the decrease in the numbe;
0
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of convicts has already been found to admit of the establishments hitherto maintained for
them, at some places, being entirely discontinued, and at others, §reatiy reduced; and I

consider that the period is fast approaching when the whole will be dispensed with.

Enclosure, No. 2, in Sir Georje Gipps’ Despatch, 20 September 1842.

RESOLUTIONS OF THE COUNCIL. ;
Vorss and ProcEEDINGS of the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Friday, 9 September 1842,

Present :—His Excellency the Governor, and Twelve Members. Absent :—His Honor tne

Chief Justice, and Sir John Jamison.

CouxciL met pursuant to adjournment—IZis Excellency the Governorin the Chair.
Report of the Committee upon Immigration further considered, and the following Reso-
lutions adopted : —

1. Resolved, That thi. Council, having bad under consideration the Report from the
Committee, appointed during the present Session to inquire into and report on the subject
of [mmigration, concurs generally in the opinions therein expressed.

2. Resolved, That this Counci especialﬁv cencurs in the statement of the Committee, that
" notwithsianding the unprecedented influx of imwmigrants during the past year, in whicl: the
number added to the population have beenno less than 23,426, at an expense to the colony
of 328,563/, 6s. 8d. there are no symptoms of a superabundance of labour in any part of
the territory, there being few, if any, instances of industrious and skilful artisans or
labourers wanting employment ;—and although wages have been so far reduced, as in some
degree to meet the circumstances of the employer, they have not fallen below that level
;vhif;h enables the labourer to provide an honest and comfortable subsistence for himself and

amily.
.8 yResalvcd, That the large and increasing sums at the credit of the working classes, in
the Savings Bank of New South Wales, afford a gratifying proof of their continued pro -
perous condition, notwithstanding the recent extensive increase of itheir numbers ;—the
deposits in that Institution bhaving increased from 143,000/, on the 30th June 1840, to
178,000l, at the same date of the present year; whilst the accounts opened during the
past year average no less than 1704 per month, being a considerable increase on the average
of all former ycars.

4. Resolved, That this Council also concurs with the Committee, that although the
copious supply of labour recently received has, amongst other beneficial effects upon the
welfare of the colony, had that of enabling the settlers to carry on the operations of their

industry for a certain period, yet that unless measures be taken in the early part of the
ensuing year for the resumption of emigration the want of labour will be.as injuriously felt
as ever ;—wages will rise to their former exorbitant rate, and the consequent exhaustion of
property, and embarrassment among the settlers, will be again experienced even with aggra-
vated severity. g

5. Resolved, That this Council, adverting to the Resolutions passed on this subject in
former years, has, in common with the Committee, had reason to find the opinions pre-
viously entertained as to the expediency of negotiating a loan on the sccurity of the unsold
Crown lands of the colony, for the purposes of immigration, more than fully confirmed.

6. Resolved, Thatalthough the Land Fund has declined for the present, from a concur-
rence of circumstances which it is not necessary here to particularise, yet that, in the opinion
of this Council, the vast tracts of ;vacant Crown lands must form a fully adequate basis of
security for any loan of reasonable amount, which could be contracted for the promotion of
immigration in this season of emergency :—nor can reasonable doubt be entertained, that
to whatever extent it may, upon trial, be found that the colony is capable of receiving, and
advantageously ewploying, an additional population, to the same extent a loan may be
securely applied to the purpose of introducing that population.

7. Resolved, That this Council also concurs with the Committee, that the immediate ab-
straction of capital in payment for the importation of emigrants, a portion only of whom
add to the productive labour of 1he colony, the fumilies being for the most part consumers
and not producers for a considerable period after their arrival, must so materially contract
that circulation of money which is required to carry on successfully the business of an
active community, that it would be impolitic to continue a system fraught with such
serious inconveniences. During the last five years no less than 46,000 souls have been
introduced at a cost to the colony of 850,000/, exclusively raised within itself, and
remitted to the United Kingdom ; so vast an effort for so infant a community could not fail
to produce considerable exhaustion, nor be made without leading to a state of temporary
depression,

8. Resolved, That this Council agrees further with the Committee, that these inconveni-
encies would be ina great measu:e abated, if the introduction of labour could for a time be
paid for by borrowed funds, the repayment of which there can be no doubt would be pro-
vided for by the capital which would in a short time be created by means of the labour
introduced, and the circulation of the capital retained.

a. Resolved, That if the raising of a loan in England for the purposes of emigiation,
should wear the appearance of drawing upon the resources of the inother country, its wel-
fare is involved in a degree nor inferior perhaps to that of the colony itsclf in the first,
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expenditure, as well as in the final result of the application of the funds so raised. The
entire amount of every such loan would be ultimately repaid from the resources of the
colony, and in the meantime, no part would be withdrawn from the United Kingdom, but
the whole would be expended in the advancement of the three chief and leading interests
of the mother country, as well as for the benefit of the labouring classes of the British com-
niunity, now suffering from a superabundant population. The shipping interest must be
romoted by the extent of tonnage employed in the emigration service. The agricultural
interest would derive benefit through the demand for victualling so many persons during a.
voyage of such duration; while few events wounld be so favourable to the manufacturing
interest oi Great Britain as the rapid growth in this colony of a population dependent for
the supply of their wants apon the products of its industry, and engaged in raising a staple
article of export, which, while it supplied the raw material for an important article of
manufacture, would enable them to be extensive consumers of British goods.

10. Resolved, That on the grounds set forth, this Council fully relies on the assistance of
Her Majesty’s Government in raising a loan on the most advaatageous terms to the colony;
nor can such assistance be drawn into a precedent which might be inconvenient as regards
the claims of other dependencics of the Crown, if, in every such case, the whole amount is
to be expended in the mother country, for the promotion of emigration, with the same
advantages to the several classes of the British community, and vpon the same undoubted
security, as are proposed in the instance of this colony.

11. Resolved, That this Council repeats its recommendation of former years, that it is
highly desirable that all ships in which emigrants may be brought to this colony should be
conducted on temperance principles; and especially that the sale of fermented and
spirituous liquors on board, a practice which there is reason to apprehend has prevailed in
the ships of the last season, and ha$ been attended with injurious consequences to the main-
tenance of order, and to the moral habits of the emigrants, should in future be strictly,
prohibited. .

12. Resolved, That this Council would especially recommend as a measure of vital im-
portance to the preservation of health, order, and morals, in all emigration ships, whether
under the Bounty System, or engaged by the Government, that the surgeons should be men,
not only of professional skill and experience, but accusiomed to the sea, and of undoubted
character--if possible, officers of the lRoyal Navy—and that they should be appointed under
the authority of the Government, and responsible to the Government alone for the due
performance of the highly important duties intrusted to them,

13. Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to ommuni-
cate a copy of these Resolutions to the Right honourable the Secretary of State for the
Colonies.

Council adjourned at Four o’clock sine die. .
Francis L. S. Merewether,

Clerk of Councils.

Enclosure, No. 3, in Sir George Gipps’ Despatch, 20 September 1842.

SPEECH of his Excellency Sir George Gipps, in Council, on Friday, gth September
1842, on the Resolutions proposed by the Colonial Secretary, in approval of the Report
of the Committee on Immigration.

Gentlemen, .
Tue question before the Council still is, that the first Resolution, proposed by the
Colonial Secretary, be adopted. I feel it wonld be scarcely proper for e at any time, or
under any circumstances, to allow matters of such deep importance as those which are
involved in the Immigration Report of the present year to be disposed of without giving
to the Council some expression of my sentiments upon them; but more especially do [
feel it neccssary, on the present occasion, to offer some explanations to you, since it is well
known I do not share in some of the opinions which have been broadfy put forth in the
course of the present debate. It behoves me, I am well aware, under such circumstances,
to speak both with moderation and caution; as, however, this is the third day to which
the discussion has extended, and it would be inconvenient to many members were we to
enter on a fourth, I will proceed at once to the important points of the subject,

I concur generally with the Committee in the views which they have this year taken of
the subject of Immigration; and I fully concur in the opinions so generally expressed by
the members now present, of the obligations which we are under to the Right Reverend
Prelate, the Chairman of the Committee, for the great attention which he has given to the
subject, and the ability with which he has treated it; and though there are some parts of
the Report which I cannot altogether adopt, I do not think it unfortunate that [ differ
from the Committee on the points which I allude to, since the principal reason why I
differ from them is, that I take a less gloomy view of the siate of the colony than they do.

n respect to the Bounty System, my views coincide very nearly with those of the
Committee, and still more closely with those which were developed by the Lord Bishop
himself on the first day of this discussion, but I do not, on that account, the less consider
the Bounty System, as carried on during the last five or six years, to be at an end: some
modification of it may, perhaps, be advantageously adopted, but, for various considerations,
some affecting the government, others affecting the bounty agents themselves, I think the
system must undergo cousiderable alterations, ur be abandoned altogether. The supply of’
immigrants under it is far too precarious tc be depended wpon, sometimes not furnishing
us with a sufficiency, at other times ziireatening to pour immigrants in upon us in excess;

and
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and this precariousness must exist so leng as the promises of bounty to persons bringing
immigrants to the colony continue to be made in the colony instead of in England.-

in consequence of these promises being made in the colony, a considerable period of
time, usually two years, is-allowed for thent to remain.in.force; and.this is too long for
the government~to remain in doubt whether' the immigrants- will arrive or not. The
promises or agreements, moreover, or .bounty orders, as they have been very improperly
called; bave no mutuality in them, being binding only on:the government, and not on the
parties with which the government treats. . The government binds itself to pay.the pro-
mised bounties, J)rovideg_ the immigrants arrive in the colony within two.years ; but there
is no corresponding engagement on-the part of.the bounty agent to. bring them. "The
disadvantages of the system are ‘indeed so evident,.that. Lord John Russell, in a despatch
shich has, 1 believe, been printed, directed .that all agreements for the_future importation
of immigrants on bounty should.be drawn by the law: officers. of the Crown, with a view,
1 conclude, of making them equally binding on both parties; these instructions I have not
had occasion to carry into effect; because, since I received, them, I have granted no per-
missions to import immigrants, but, I fear, that even had. I had .occasion to, do so, an
attempi to introduce mutunality into our agreements would have been unsuccessful ; indeed,
long before the receipt of Lord Jobn Russell’s despatch, I had tried to introduce the
principle of mutuality, and failed, as no one could then, nor ever will, I thiok, be found in
this colony willing to incur so great a risk as he would do in binding himself to import any
certain number of immigrants within two years, or, indeed, within any specified time.  The
cost of introducing a company of immigrants wust depend upon many circumstances,
such as the disposition to emigrate in the working classes at home, the price of freight
and provisions; as well as other expenses attendant on the fitting out of an emigrant ship,
all of which can be known readily in England, but cannot be known in the colony. The
disposition'to ‘emigrate from the United Kingdom is very fluctuating. The last ships
which left England, under the government system, in 1839, came out balf empty, and of
the bounty orders that were issued prior to 1840, scarcely one-third were acted on ; whilst
those issued in 1840 and 1841 would, in all probability, have been acted upon to their fullest
amount, but for the interposition of the Home Government in the autumn of the latter
year. - ° ' o b , .

The uncertainty of the supply, however, and the inconveniences to the government
which grow out of it, are not the only reasons which I have for thioking that the bounty
system cannot be continued in the way in which it has hitherto been conducted : there
are other considerations, affecting the bonnty agents themselves, which lead me to the same
conclusion. I doubt very much whether persons will so readily embark, as they hitherto
have done, in the business of emigration, or what may be called the immigrant trade,
when they learn the extent to which bounties have been disallowed in this colony, and
are made aware that some 22,0004 of their expected profits have been cut off. 1, long
ago, recorded my apprehension that the new speculators, who were attracted to the trade
by the rise in the bounties in 1840, would not carry.it on so satisfactorily as it had been
zonduvcted whilst in the hands almost.of a single individual, and thatindividual, one, who,
I will say to bis honour, appears to have been actuated not solely by a love of gain, but
alsg, in no small degree, by the honourable ambition of being iooked upon asa public
benefactor by the people of -this colony. But I never did contemplate, nor could any
man in his sepses, I thivk, have contemplated, the entire heedlessness with 'which these
new speculators rushed into the trade, disregarding .all our regulations, and, above all,
disregarding the warning given at the end of them, that all the conditions contained in
them would be rigorously enforced. It is, I know, said, that the bounty agents have, in
many instances, been ‘nemselves deceived; and I have received a letter ﬁointing out this,
from a gentleman (M.r. Nicholas James) who has been long engaged in the bounty trade,
both on bis own account, and as agent for Mr, Marshall. "Certificates may, I will readily
allow, bave been forged, and various sorts of imposition resorted to, in order to deccive
the bounty agents in respect to the ages or callings of different individuals secking passages
to New South Wales; gut there was one regulation, at least, in respect to which they
couald not have been deceived, and whatever Joss may have accrued to them from inattention
to this regulation must be attributed to their own carelessness or avarice. The regulation
which I allude to .is that which regards ubmarried women. It would, indeed, be unrea-
sonable to make the bounty agents responsible for the virtue of every unmarried woman
who comes to the colony ; .but the regulation, which requires that every unmarried woman
shall come.cut under the protection of a married one, is one which might easily bave been
complied with, and yet it has been in a vast number of instances disregarded. The un-
married women, indeed, seem most frequently to have been put on board without an
regard 1o the protection of married women, though they indeed were sometimes told o_%,
as 1t was calied, to families, towards the end of the voyage, or as the ship was entering the
barbour; and in some instances, I regret to say, that the surgeon in charge of the immigrants
has been known to assist in this operation of ¢ telling off.” Wherever cases of this
nature have occurred, T cannot consider the bounty agents entitled to any pity for the
losses they may have sustained.

For the reasons which 1 have thus stated, I think all futore engagements for bringing
out emigrants should be made at home, and not in this colony, except it be in the case
which I shall presently come to, of persons resident in the colony who may desire to import
labourers to be employed boné fide by themselves, '

At home the contracts may be made absolute, and the parties entering into them be
compelled under penalties to fulfil them. The time, too, within which they are to be
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fulfilled may be limited to-two, three, or at most six months, and the local government
being advised of these contracts. as soon as they are entered into, will be relieved- from all
doubt or, uncertainty as to the number of immigrants to be expected. With respect to
the selection of jpersons to be brought'out under this proposed modification of the system,
I should be disposed to leave it still to the bounty agents, or contractors, which would be a
more proper name for them-; and this for two reasons: first, because 1 am convinced that
selection by government agents will never give satisfaction in the colony ; however zéalous
or unexceptionable their conduct, whatever care or solicitude they inay exercise, they will
always be accused or suspected of acting under some improper influence, such as .that of
the poor law commissioners, guardians of” parish unicns, or of rich proprietors, anxious to
get sid of their panpers; and, secondly, because I am anxious to preserve the great check
and-safeguard of the bounty system, that which, in fact, is the characteristic of the system,
namely, the power of withbolding tlie bounty:if the parties for whom it is claimed be not
eligible under our regulations. It is this check, and this alone, which can,:I thiok, ensure
to the colony a good class of immigrants; and it cannot be preserved if the emigrants be
selected in- England by the agents of the government. ‘Some ple are, doubtless, un-
reasonable in tgeirexpectations, and seem to think that those who may be called the very
cream of the labouring population of the. United Kingdom are ready to emigrate, - and
wait only for an iavitation to come to this colouy. 'Such people forget altogether that,
though even the frugal and the industrious may sometimes at home feel the pressure of the
“imes, the disposition to emigrate is- generally most strong amongst persons of a ditferent
description. Whether emigration from' England be conducted by bounty agents or by the
immediate agenis of government, all we can in reason expect is to obtain fair samp{es of
the class of persons amongst whom the desire to emigrate is strongest: if the disposition
to emigrate be stronger amongst artizans or labourers of one class than of another, then
we must expect to have more of that class ;* and in the same way if the desire to emigrate
be stronger in one part of the United Kingdom than another, as, for instance, stronger in
1reland than in Scotland or in England, then shall we assuredly get more Irish than either
Scotch or English ; and I cannot expect that the government will ever interfere to show
favour or disfavour to persons of any class or district. The disposition to emigrate is the
only thing, or, at any rate, the chief thing, that the government will look to. If we want
immigranis possessed of any peculiar qualifications—Protestants rather than Catholics, or
Scotchmen rather than Englishmen—we must send our own agents tc select them; and
this brings me to what I just now alluded to as the excepted case, or the case in which [
would propose still to retain the bounty system in its actual shape.

When persons resident in the colony require labourers for their own purposes, 1 would
still propose to give them permission to'import them, and to receive bounties on them as
heretofore. They should, however, first satisfy the local government that they do want
them boné fide for their own use, and that they will employ them on their arrival. Con-
sequently, the government would be at no expense whatever on account of such immi-

" grants beyond the bounty payable on them ; and such bounty might, I think, very well

be reduced to what it was prior to 1840, if not even to a lower amount. The parties
wanting such immigrants would, of course, select them in England, Scotland or lreland,
by their own agents ; and I feel satisfied that if immigrants of any particular qualifications
as to country or creed be required, it is only in this manner that a supply of them can be
ensured. 1 r.eed scarcely observe that this, moreover, would only be a return 1o what the
bounty system was intended to be by Sir Richard Bourke, who was the inventor of it,
1houge1 the principle of it was early departed from ; and even before Sir R. Bourke left the
§ovemmenl, permission to import immigranis on bounty had been given to persons who
id not pretend that they had employment for them.

But, gentlemen, the manner in which emigrants may be best procured and brought to
this colony, forms only one portion, and, indeed, but a very small portion, of the questions
which are opened out to us by ihis year’s report of the committee on immigraticn. So
long as we had money to pay for immigrants, it was the only question; but we ‘now want
money as well as immigrants, and the various ways by which & government may procure
money involve many considerations of political economy, which, of all the speculations
that are called sciences, is the one in which persons are most apt to mistake effects for
causes. We have to do also with that branch of political ecoromy, namely colonization,
which is the least understood of any, and in which men of the present day—not ordinary
men, but men of a high rank of intellect—bhave been led into gross errors,} and by the
failure of their schemes have involved many of their followers in disaster and ruin. It
behoves us, therefore, to be cautious how we proceed, and not to come to hasty conclusions ;
to be distrustful of our own judgments, lest, like others, we find out hereafter that we also
have been in error.

Our position now is, that we want immigrants, but have no money to pay for them,
Why do we want immigrants? Because the capital of the colony is rapidly increasing,
and every interest in it extending itself. Such being the case, why have we no money?
Simply because the funds dedicated to the support of immigration are derived from the
sale of land, and at present we can sell no land. ~ So far we are all agrced. Butwhy, agai(;x,

o

* Of classes, that is to say, equally eligible under the regulations of this Government.
1 And, above all, into the error of supposiog, that colonies can be advantageously formed withont
the aid of Government.



PAPERS .RELATING TO EMIGRATION, 147

do we sell noland? Because, it is answered, the minimum price of it has been raised. To
a certain extent, also, I.will admit this; -at least I will not attempt to.deny that-the rise
in the minimum price is likely in the present circumstances of the- colony to diminish for
a time the proceeds of the sales of land. But when I find by the report of your com-
mittee, or-by the evidence” appended to it, that the present depressed state .of the colony
is attributed by witaesses from all parts of it to the same rise in the minimum price of
land, and that, asa remedy for the evils we are suffering, the same witnesses advise a return
to the old minimum price, I cannot go alung with them, notwithstanding that I know they
speak the opinions of the great majority of the people out of doors, and that -those
opinions dre, with one solitary exception (that of the Bishop of Australia) :entertained
also Ly the members of the council which I am now addressing. The distress of the
flack-masters is attiibuted to the fact of there being at present no market for their surplus
stock, or rather for the annual increase of their stock; 2ud the want of a market, or.of a
demand for stock, is attributed to the unwillingness of persons to engage in shee farming,
on account of the rise in the minimum price of land. That there is an unwillingness at
gresent to embark in sheep-farming I readily admit, but that such unwillingness can justly
be charged on, or ought to have been produced by, the rise in the minimum price of land
is ihe point on which we are to join issne. I do not think that the distresses under which
the colonists now labour are to be attribated at all, or, if at all, in any more than a very
small degree, to the increase in the minimum price of land. :

I must ask the indulgence of the council whilst I speak upon this subject. I feel the
difSiculty in which I amn placed in thus holding and expressing opinions with so great a
majority against me. I know well that it behoves me to be cautions, especially as I may
be exposed-to the suspicion of seeking to support my arguments by some portion of the
anthority.which belongs to my station. I have often, indeed, felt the inconvenience of
the. position which I occupy in this council, and which causes any thing spoken by me
to be more exgerly caught at, and perhaps 1 may say occasionally cavilleg at, than if the
same proceeded from any other place at the table. 'T'his I have particularly felt when called
upon In the course of ‘debate to give unpremeditated opinions on points of importance to
the interests cf the colony. At present, however, whether right or wrong, [ speak
advisedly, and after mature consideration.

That the colony now islabouring under serious difficulties must be admitted ; but it does
not follow that these difficulties are occasioned by the increased minimum price of land.
The comwp!zint of the graziers is that there is no sale for their surplus stock, or, in other
words, for the increase of their flocks and herds. If this were the case in respect to
horned cattle only, it might be supposed that it was an actual superabundance of cattle
which rendered them valueless, as we know that catile are almost valueless in some parts
.of South America, where they are killed only for their hides and their tallow. Had the
depreciation been confined to horned cattle, I'should have been inclined to think that such
was the truestate of the case; but the depreciation is greater even in sheep than in cattle;
and, as it is admitted that the wool of sheep alone will very nearly, if not eatirely, pay
the whole expense of sheep-farming, and there is not a day in the year in which ready
money cannot be obtained in Sydney for any quaatity of wool that may be brought o
market, it can scarcely be said that there are too many sheep in the colony, or that the
depreciation of sheep is owing to their superabundance.

ut still people will not buy sheep even at the price to which they are now reduced ; and
what is the reason that they will not? It cannot be because land is dear, because land is
depreciated too, and in fact far cheaper than it was when sheep were dear. It is true that
the Government will not sell any land under 12s. per acre, and that it even contemplates
the raising of its price to 20s.; but there are plenty of people who will sell land for
almost anything they can get for it; in fact, they are obliged to sell land, or the sheriff
will sell it for them. Laundis, in fact, cheaper now than it has been for the last five, if not
for the last ten, years, and, whatever may be the ultimate effect of raising the minimum
price of land, the present depression in the price of stock cannot be attributed to a cause
which has not yet taken effect. 1 have not the smallest doubt that if any person were to
advertise to-morrow for 10,000 acres of land, he would receive offers of three or four times
that amount immediately, and at prices considerably under 12s. per acre. Why, there is
not, perhaps, a member of this council who would not be glad to sell land at less than
12s. an acre, except, indeed, the Bishop and myself, who cannot sell land, because we
peither of us have any. The indisposition, therefore, to invest money in sheep or land
cannot be caused by the increase in the minimum price. On the contrary, instead of
lessening the inclination to purchase, its effect ought rather to be to induce people to
purchase. If they regarded the minimum price at all, they would say, < Let us buy now
while we can buy cheap; land will shortly be 20s. an acre, aud then we shall not be able
to buy.” But if 1t be not the dearness of land which prevents people from purchasing,
neither can it be the scarcity of money, for money is by no means scarce in the colony;
on the contrary, it must be plain to every body that there is plenty of wmoney wherewith
to build houses, or to enter into any speculation which promises profit, except sheep or
catile farming. The bank returns, moreover, prove beyond dispute, that the quantity
of money in the colony is not diminished. Gold and silver have increased within the Jast
two years, and the deposits of individuals have also increased—those deposits which may
at the pleasure of individuals be uny day withdrawn for the purposes of investment. The
ross deposits in the banks are indeed less than they were two years ago, bLut the diminu-
tion is occasioned solely by the decrease in the government deposits, not in the deposits
of individuals ; these latter have increased. The present indisposition to buy. either land
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oF stock ‘cantiot therefore be atributed either to'the dearness of land or to the scarcity of
money.* “To what, thién, is it to be attributed? I answer, principally; i not solely, to
the general panic whith has succeeded a general-mania. There is no occasion 'to go far in
searchi’ of reasons for’ the existing ‘deringement of the colony.” Wherever a mania for
excessive speculation rages, there surely will follow a 'season of depression; the one, in
fact, -succeeds the dther as natarilly as thé hot fit of an ague succeeds the cold one. It is
this genersl, panic which causes people to hold back from purchasing either land or stock ;
théy Hold back, forthe most part, in tlie expectation that prices will fall still lower than
they now are, some few, perhaps, in thi€ apprehension that thé whole colony is really
golog to ruin. o - - B

" I need not go at'length irito all the causes which produced thie late mania, or (which is
the 'same thing) brought capital o this colony in excessive quantitics between the years
1835 and 1840: Various circumstances conspired during that period 1o turn the attention
of English_capitalists ‘to" the Abstralian colonies. I will allade only to the attractive
theories which weére then put forward by the disciples of the Wakefield school, and to the
vauntings of the excessive riches of New Sonth Wales, which are to be found in the evi-
dence taken before the Transportation Committee of the House of Commons. The real
El'Dorado was at Tast said to be found in Australia; and the only question asked was, why
people would not come and share in the vast profits we were making. Capital then began
1o flow -into the colony a great deal faster than it could be advantageously invested. For
2 time, however, all looked well, and ‘the demand for stock which the opening of Port
Phillip and South Australia’created, caused, the price of sheep, oxen, and especially of

horses, 1o rise very rapidly. ‘That during these years far too much capital came into the
colony 'will, I think, be admitted, if we only consider the shape in which it-must have
come; ‘and here T must be permitted to say that there appears to me to be a great want
of clearness of apprehension as to 'what capital consists of. Many persons talk of hills
of exchange'or letters of credit, as if they were capital, which they are not, but only the
representatives of capital. To transfer capital from one country to another, there must
be a transfer of something corporal, something which ‘in the widest acceptation of the
word constitutes ¢ merchandize.” A man who, when about to emigrate to ‘New South
Wales, purchases .in London a bill on Sydney, does not -himself transfer his capital; he
only ‘inaKes a bargain with another party, who engages to do it for him; and that other
party ‘'must send ‘merchandize to meet the'bill he draws, or it will be only a matter of
account between himself and his correspondent, without any real transfer of capital
having been effected. -

" The desire to emigrate to Australia during the years I have mentioned, causing a great
demand for bills on %ydney, such bills were drawn, and, in order to meet them, vast quan-
tities of goods were sent to Sydncy, which were never ordered; in'fact, the consignments
of goods were no longer regulated by the state of the market in the colony, or by the
demands of the merchants' resident in Sydney, but by the demand: which existed in
London for bills on Sydney. Hence, enormous quantities of goods were sent to our
market, quantities altogether disproportioned to the demand ; the bills, however, drawn
on account of these goods, were honoured, and the parties to whom they had been given
were here with money in their hands. A great deal of this money was invested in mort-
gages or in loans—in loans, perhaps, to parties who never ought to have been trusted ;
much of it, also, was invested in the purchase of government lands, and especially. of
town ailotments (or building land) not immediately productive, but expected rapidly to
rise in value. The large sums realized by the sales of land were deposited, by the govern-
ment, in the banks; the banks, consequently, increased their discounts ; credit became
greatly extended, and ‘there was what is called an abundance of money. The colony
appeared to be in a state of extraordinary prosperity ; the number of ships in our harbour
was pointed to with exultation; and it became a matter of boast, that we imported more
goods from England than did the whole empire of Russia. And §0 matters weat on—
consignments increasing, land sales increasing, government ‘money in the banks increas-
ing, and discounts increasing, until the hollowness of the whole system was at length
exposed. Merchants then found out that they had goods which they could no longer sell
at any price, of atany credit ; that their stores were tull of articles for which there was no
demand, from steam-engines down to pocket-handkerchiefs: and, what was still worse, of
articles which had better been sunk to the bottom of the sea than brought into the colony,
—such as carriages, champague and bottled porter. The quantity of these latter articles
consumed during the period of this fictitious prosperity was cnormous. Why, the wiole
country, for miles, almost for hundreds of iles, round Melbourne, is strewed, to this day,
with champagne bottles, ’ )

All these articles of luxury or folly, whether consumed or not consumed, constituted 2
dead loss 1o some party or other (it is to be hoped that the greater part of the loss fell
upon the parties who sent them here); other articles, useful in themselves but perishable
in 1beir nature, rotted in the merchants’ stores; and even articles, not perishable in their
nature, were sold so far below their value, or to persons who have since become lnsolvent,
that a large proportion of the capital introduced into tlie colony during the last five or six
years, whatever shape it came in, may be considered as already absolutely lost, and more,
{ fear, is going the same way; nevertheless the cry is, that we want more capital from
England, and that part of our distress is owing to our having sent capital out of the
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colntry to’ pay for emigrants! Capital, I will- allow, we ‘do want, but only under certain o T‘EE“,{V LES
conditions ; that is'to’say, on condition that the'capitalist, or the person to whom it belongs, Sou ALES.
come with it—that he come and form one of ‘us; and identify ‘himself with our interests; N _—
and ['do -not doubt that any-one possessed ‘of ‘common prudence, who will do this, will Si Speech of
find that Australia’is not'yet a rained countfy: - But Ldesire to see no capital come here ST George Gipps.
without its'owner, to be invested only in loans.or mortgages; at. usurious interest ;.let us,
rather than accept such fatal offerings, resolve, one and all, to exercise the most.untiring
industry, and the most pinching economy;-and let those who-cannot afford to hire shep-
bérds go themselves and tend their sheep, as-did the men who laid the first foundations of
the wealth of Australia. This is the true way to dispel the existing panic, and to cause
those to'make investments in the country, who now hold back. .o . :
'If there be any fusther reasons wanting to show:that: the -existing distress .is.not .to be
artributed to the rise in the minimum:price:of land, I would point to: other parts of Aus-
tralia, where the-distress is as great, or even greater,than in New:South-Wales, though no
one can pretend that it is owing to such a cause.  'In South Australia, matters are far worse
than ‘they are here, though there has been no alteration .in. the -price . of land, and there is
- neither maximum nor minimum ; land being .sold by the Government at a fixed - price,
which remains the same as it-was five years ago.” In Van Diemen’s Land, the depression
is as great as it is here, though the quantity of land sold by the Government at any time
is so small, that a rise in the price of it can bave little or-no effect on the prosperity of the
colony. e C e

Atji)ort\Phillip again, the rise-in the minimum price to 12s. could have-no effect, since
scarcely any Governmeént land was sold under 12s., even when the minimum price was 5s.

And now allow me to ask, what is the real meaning of a minimum price, or the object of
establishing one? It is- merely a declaration on-the part of Government, that it will
not bring any land into the market under a certain price; or, in other words, that. it will
not, for the present at least, sell any land of an inferior quality. The Government does
not pretend to prevent other persons, who have land, from sciling it at any price.they may
choose to put upon it; the only:thing the Government says, is, that so.long as they sell
theirlands for less than a certain sum, the Government will not compete with them in the
market. Neither does the Government attempt to force its own Jand into the market at or
above its minimum price; though some persons argue very much as if it bad attempted to
do so; there is one way, indeed, in which the Government might attempt to do it, which
would be, at thesame time that it raised the minimum price. of land, to declare that no
person whatsoever should occupy or make use of any unalienated.lands of the Crown ; or
in other words, for the Government at-once to put-an end to what is called “ squatting.”
The Government might have said, your flocks and your herds shall not set their feet on an
acre of Crown land, unless you choose to purchase it for 2os.; but the Government has
said no such thing, and I have recorded my opinion in a despatch, which, bas been pub-
lished in the:colony and 2lluded to in the course of this debate, that any such attempt on
the part of the Government would end in failure—that ¢ it woul< be as easy to confine the
Arabs of the desert within a circle traced upon their sands, 4s so confine the graziers or
wool-growers of New South Wales within any bounds that can be assigned to them~—that
all the-power of the Government would not suffice to bring back, within the limits of the
- ands which have been alienated, the flocks and herds which now stray over the boundless
plains of New South Wales.™ The Government will not, it is true, henceforth sell any
land at less than 20s. per acre; but it will continue to allow persons, as heretofore, to
depasture their flocks on the ungranted lands of the Crown, on easy terms. Tbe refusal to
seil land at a low price may occasion some temporary fallicg off in our land fund, but that
it will permanently destroy that fund I do not believe. [ am entirely opposed to the
selling of large breadths of land at a low price, for the purpose of raising 2 temporary
revenue. ‘I am an advocate: for selling at a comparatively kigh price, or not selling at all.
1 do not think land should be sold, except to persans who have some intention of improving
it; and for any land thatis worth improving, 20s..an acre is not too much. But it will be
asked, if land in large quantities be not sold, how are we to get money with which to pay
for immigrants? This question 1 will answer by another: who are they who want imwmi-
grants the worst? The reply must be—the squatters; and next to them the parties who
Teceived in times past large grants of land gratuitously. If the land fund fail, therefore,
1§ese ?re the parties to whom we must-look for funds wherewith to bring immigrants to
the colony.

The So{xth Australian theory is, that the money obtained by the sale of land should be
spent in the importation of labourers, to be employed upon .the land which is sold ; butthis
part of it is as inapplicable to New South Wales, as is the part which is founded on what
‘may be called the Anti-dispersion principle, the fallacy of which in Australia bas been so
often exposed. The South Australian theory may be applicable 1o a country such as has
been conjured up in vision, where land is valuable only in proportion to the labour that is
bestowed upon it, and where no part of the land has beer given away gratuitously ; but in
New South Wales land is valuable for grazing purposes, without the outlay on it of any
laboury:, whilst labour is required for extensive tracts of other lands which have been given
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away for nothing. Any attempt, therefare, to measure the quantity of labour wanted, by
the quantity of Jand sold, must be fatile. Labour is wanted in New South Wales, and 1
believe every where else, not in proportion to the land that is sold, bat ia proportioa to the
increase of capital in the colony. Sheep and.oxeu increase much faster than the human
species; consequently in proportion as their increase is greater than the increase of our

opulation, we should want immigrants, even though.the Government were never agein to
sell an acre of land. . : ,

The squatters may not be, and indeed I do not .think they are, at the present moment,
in a condition to contribute largely to the funds wanted for the importation of immigrants,
but their condition will, it is to-be hoped, improve; and as soon as the present depression
or despondency shall have passed away,some new regulations respecting the occupation of
Crown lands will be required. The squatters are now the. most numerous class of our
colonists ; the squatting interest is becoming the prevailing interest in the country ; squat-
ting is superseding settling; and in fact, almost every body who has any property at all is a
squatter. And wha, [ would ask, do the:squatters now pay? .Comparisons bave been
made between the price of sheep and the minimum price of land, and- the Government is
accused of a design to make persons pay 20s. an acre for land, of which three acres are
required to feed a sheep. as there ever in the whole world, it is asked, so foolish a
Government as this of ours, which seeks to make us pay 60s. (the interest of which, at 10
per cent. is 6s. per annum), for as much land as will feed a sheep, which, when it has
arrived at maturity, is worth only 5s5.? L allow it would be a foolish Government, indeed,
that were to attempt to do this; but what, let me again.ask, does the Government really
make a-squatter pay for as'much land as will feed a sheep? He pays for his license 10l
per annom, which license allows him to depasture on Crown lands any number of sheep or
cattle which he may happen to possess, even though they may amount to 10,000 or 20,000.
If we take, therefore, the very low average of 2,400 sheep to astation, he will pay 1d. per
annum for the feed of each sheep, in lieu of 6s., which it is assumed the Government seeks
to make him pay ; and if we add to this, the assessment which he pays towards the main-
tenance of a police beyond the boundaries of location, the amount will be only 2d. per
annum, which is only about the seventh part of the price of one pound of wool, or about
the seventeenth part of the fleece of the sheep. Now if, under such circumstances, people
really mean to say, that they cannot compete with the Saxon wool-grower in the home
market, notwithstanding that they have a protective, duty in their favour of a penny per
pound, I do not think we ought -to invite immigrants to the country, but that on the con-
trary, we ought to prepare to pack up our goods and abandon it, as a concern that is worth-
less. For the rent or use of the land on which the fleece is produced, the Australian wool-

rower pays less than 2d. per annum ; and supposing it to weigh two and a half pounds, he
ﬁas in the English market an advantage over the Saxon wool-grower of 23 d. on'the same
fleece, in the shape of a protective duty; yet it is said, that ﬁe cannot compete with the
Saxon ; ifsuch be the case, it must be clear, at any rate, that the minimum price of land in
Australia can have nothing to do with it.

E is well known to you all, gentlemen, that I have never myself advocated a very
high minimum price. “What 1 have always laboured to establish is, that the distinction
should be well preserved between the minimum price and the upset price. I think
the Government should abstair from bringing large quantities of land into the market,
and that the upset price of all land should be regulated by what was the last selling
price of land in the same locality, or of equal value; and if this principle were
steadily acted upon, it would be of little importance what the minimum might be. A
minimum price, however, has the effect of relieving the Government from the inconvenient
pressure which would without it be felt, so long as the present erroneous views respecting
the sale of land prevail in the colony. Public opinion is in favour of a low price; the
officers of the Government, as members of the public, and partaking of the feelings of the
public, are in favour cf a low. price; and under such circumstances, I esteem it fortunate,
that the Parliament of Great Britain is about to take out of my bands a discretionary
power, which I cannot exercise in a manner to satisfy iny own conscience, or in the way
which I verily believe to be most advantageous to the public, without placing myself in
opposition to the wishes of the colonists, and being obliged constantly to overrule the
opinions of those officers, upon whose assistance and cordial co-operation I must mainly
rely in carrying on the business of Government. [ have no doubt that the increase in the
minimum price will ultimately be found Beneficial. When the price was raised in 1839,
from 5s. to 125., the quantity sold decreased, but the amount of mouey received did not.
About 80,000 acres of Jand were sold less in 183g than in 1838, but the money received was
10,000L. more ; and in 1840 the quaniity again decreased by 103,000 acres, whilst the
money again increased by 10,0001 ; and these pumbers and sums have reference only to
the oid parts of the colony.* ~ Still it will be said that these were years of speculation, and

"1 acknowledge that they were.

* 1 do not expect that we shall sell much land during the next two or three years; neither
should we sell much even though the price were o be reduced to five shillings ; but after
a time we shall sell again, for Jand is wanted for other purposes besides the feeding of sheep;
and the land which we do not sell we may, in the mean time, in some other way tum to
profit. What, I confess, most surpriscs me is to find the great landed proprietorstig} the

. - - colomy

* That is to say, exclusive of Port Phillip. See Note (B.), p. 109.
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colony opposed to the rise in the minimum price, the tendency of it undoubtedly being to NEW
increase the value of their own lands. Whilst I cannot compliment them on their clear- SOUTH WALES.
sightedness, I must at any rate honour their patriotism, for. their opposition to it can be . >
founded upon no other ground than that of-apprehension for the public good. - Speech of
I now come to the point on which I differ more widely than on any other from the Report Sir Gevrge Gipps.
of the Committee,——f mean the opinion .expressed in it, and still more strongly repeated in —
the seventh of the Resclutions now before the Council, that some part of the present de- 9 Sept. 1842.
pression is to be attributed to our having sent out: of the colony large. sums of money in pay-
ment for immigrants—by money meaning, capital, the words being used synonymously.
¢ During the last five years,” says the Resolution, “no less than 45,544 souls bave been
introduced, at a cost to the colony of 829,840 l.; exclusively raised within itself, and remitted
to the United Kingdom.” ‘ <
Exclusively raised within the colony, but in-what manner raised? Not raised by the
industry of the colonists, nor produced by traffic in it; but raised by the sale.of land, and
principally of unimproved land. What we have given in payment for immigrants is land,
and that land we have assuredly not sent outof the colony. We have received.in exchange
for our land English capital, and that capital has been remitted to us in the shape of immi-
grants. “So vast an. effort for so infant a community,” the Resolution goes on to say,
“ could not fail to produce considerable exhaustion, nor be made without leading to:2 serious
state of depression.” Now, if we had created this Jand by any. effort of our own, we might
reasonably be expected to feel exhausted after it; but all that we have done in respect-to
the land has been to measure it, and bring it to sale. Moreover, some portion of it has been
sold in London, and the price of it remitted 1o us directly in the shape of emigrants: in
such an operation no one, I think, can maintain that there is any sending of capital out of
the colony, and yet the effect produced would have been the same if every acre had been
sold in London. The operation is precisely that of giving land for emigrants, and is just
the same (in regard to the point at issue) as if we had given a number of acres of land to
each emigrant arriving in the colony, varying accordin% to the age or sex of each. .
This may be again clearly exemplified by taking the case of naval or military settlers,
who are, in fact, only immigrants of a superior or a favoured class. Formerly we gave to
each officer, according to his rank or length of service, a quantity of land varying from
400 10 1,200 acres; and so lon§as we did this, no one supposed that there was any sending
of capital out of the country., Now, instead of allowing the officer to select a given quantity
of land, we allow him to obtain gratuitously a quanuty, which is determined, not by the
number of acres it contains, but by another measure of value; no money, however, passes
between the parties, and no one, I believe, supposes that there is any sending of capital out
of the country. The only difference in the case of ordinary immigrants is, that in order to
avoid the inconvenience of giving land to the actual immigrants, we allow the intervention
of third parties, and instead of absolutely bartering land for immigraots, we make use of
the common medium with which all transactions beyond those of simple barter are con-
ducted, namely, money. Let us suppose one hundred persons ready to come from England
to New South Wales, and that in consideration of their coming to settle amongst us, we are
1o give amongst them two thousand acres of land ; the most simple plan would be to let each
of the bundred find his own way to the colony, and to give to each on his arrival his own
proportion of theland, that is to say, twenty acres ; the next simplest way of doing it would
be tor the hundred persons on the one side, and the Government on the other, to make a
bargain with a third party, who should receive the whole two thousand acres in return for
the trouble and expense of bringing the hundred persons to the colony; this would be a
case of simple barter, and would in principle be just the same as if the Government had
bartered its land for a cargo of horses or for a steam-engine; though, had the things im-
ported been horses or steam~engines, it would have been clear 10 every body that there was
capital imported, and none whatever exported. Advancing, however, a few steps beyond
such primitive methods of doing business, the Governient now gives its land to persons
who give in exchange for it bits of paper, and gives taese same bits of paper (or other equi-
valent pieces) to other persons, who bring the imziigrants to the colony ; but, notwithstand-
ing this roundabout method of proceeding, what the Government really gives for the
immigrants is still land, and it assuredly does not send that land out of the colony. This
explanation must, I think, suffice to show that whether the land be sold in England or in the
colony, so long as the money which is paid for the passage of the immigrants be supplied
from England, there can be no sending of capital out of the country. But it may, perhaps,
be urgued that the case is different when the land is sold, not to a newly-arrived immigrant,
bringing money with him from England, but to a person long settled in the colony. It
may be said that such an old settler pays for the land with money produced by his own
industry, and that such money is part of the capital of the colony, or thathe pays for it by
the sale of his wool, and that, as the wool is exported, capital is sent out of the colony.
Bat here 1 must observe that the wool would be sent out of the country at any rate, and
that it is desirable it should be sent out; the more capital of this description which we can
send out of the colony the better ; the export does not impoverish, but tends to enrich us.
It the settler who is supposed to have sold the wool, and invested the proceeds of it in land,
had, instéad of buying land with it, kept the money in his pocket, or lodged it securely in
some place where he could any day put his hand upon it, it would iudeed have been
better for him, as by having the money in reserve he might have been able to hold out against
aseason of depression, like that under which the colony is now labouring ; but the acknow-
ledgment of this only goes to strengthen the argument I hold, that our distress is owing
109, . U 4 to
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to persons having engaged-too readily in speculations of all sorts, including,.of course,
amongst the rest, speculationsin land ; but the hypothesis under which I am arguing is that
the settler did buy land with the money: derived from the sale of his wool, and the ‘only *
question is, whetherafter having done so, and thas given his money to the Government, it
was or was not for the advantage of-the colony that the Government should spend it in the
purchase of immigrants. It is allowed that immigrants were wanted, but it is said that the
Government should have kept the settlers’ money, and paid-for immigrants:with other
money, which it might have borrowed in England.: Now, what would have been-the result
if the Government had so-done? Why,.first, that the balances of Government at the
different banks would have been increased ; and, secondly, that the import of capital, that
is to say, goods of every description, from England would have heen increased, and conse-
quently the mania of speculation which has brought the colony to its present depressed
state must have been alsoincreased ; that, in fact, every evil which has afilicted the colony
must have been aggravated. ' - h , ‘ -

The whole controversy, supposing it to be & controversy, may be reduced to this question:
Has or has not capital come into the colony too rapidly? I maintain that between the
gears 1835 and 1840 it did come in too rapidly—more rapidly, that is to say, than it could

e profitably employed; and that, consequently, large portions of it have been lost. The
effect of paying for the passage of the emigrants out of the proceeds of the sale of lands has
been to reduce pro tanto the quantity of capital coming into the colony, and consequently,
pro tanto, to reduce the evils arising out of the excessive importation of capital,’ If the
passage of the immigrants had been paid for by money borrowed in England, more capital
must bave come to the colony in the shape of goods, and so much wore capital must have
been lost. The balance of trade, as it is called, or, in other words, the excess of imports
over exports, having been notoriously very great during the last few years, it seems to me
scarcely possible that any evil can have arisen to the community during the same years
from the exportation of capital. In any country where the value of imports greatly exceeds
the value of exports, one of two things must be in the course of fulfilment:- the country
mast be increasing in riches, or it must be contracting a debt ; it may, however, -be doing
both things at once, and this is what, I believe, we have been doing in New South Wales.
The capital of the colony is rapidly increasing, but 2 large portion of it is only lent to the
colony by England, and has come in the baneful shape of money, seeking for usarious
interest, which it will by-and-bye take a large proportion of the wool of Australis to pay.
A colony like New South Wales can, indeed, bear every year a considerable excess of
imports over exporis without suffering inconvenience: -first, because the home Government
bas to remit to the colony every year nearly. 300,000 for the maintenance of its military
and convict establishments ; and secondly, because there is (exclusive of muney belonging
to loan and trust companies) a great quantity of caritalyearly pouring into the colony for
the purpose of permanent investment in it—capital, that is to say, of which the owners
come with it. An excess, therefore, of imports over exports to the value of perhaps
500,000/, a year would not entail upon us any heavy debt to England; but during the few
last years the balance of trade, as it is called, has been more than that against us, and it is
not 10 be denied that we have during this time been contracting a debt to England—a debt
which exists principally in the capital of our English banks and loan companies, but also to
a considerable extent in private morigages. .

I come, therefore, to the conclusion that in all cases in which the money spent on the
importation of immigrants has been the produce of English capital given in exchange for
our Jands, there has been no exportation of capital whatsoever, and that, even where the
money taken in payment for our lands has come to us from old settlers, such money must
either have been Eunglish capital t00, or it must have been prodaced by the sale of a
description of colonial cupital, which it was desirable to. export, and the exportation of
which does not tend to impoverisb, but to enrick us.

The exchange of woo!l or any other colonial produce, for immigrants, would indeed be
burtful to us, it it were carricd to sucih an extent as to prevent our receiving other articles
of which we stand in need, as, for instance, British merchandize of every description,
machives, furniture, building materials, tea, sugar, ' wheat, flour, &c., &c. But have we
any reason to complain that these articles have not come into the colony in sufficient abun-
dance? On the contrary, isit not beyond dispute, that they have come a vast deal too fast
upon us? Have I not already shown that the present panic is mainly to be atributed to
the fact of their having come to us so much faster than we wanted them, that very large
proportions of them were actually wasted and Jost? It certainly might be possible for a
colony tolabour under the opposite evils, at the same time, of both importing and exporting
00 much capital; but then the capital exported must consist of some articles which it
would be desirable to retain in the colony. It, for instance, whilst we were importing articles
of luxury—carriages, bottled ale anrl champagne, or, still worse, large quantities of poison
in the shape of spirituons liguors—we had been forced to export any article essential to our
own sustenance or comfort, in order to pay for them, we should certainly have been acting
disadvantageously (and it muost be indeed disadvantageous to import such articles under
any circumstances) ; but so long as we send out of the colony articles only which it is
desirable to export, and get, in return for them, immigrants, of whom we stand in the
greatest need, it does not appear to me that we are making any effort that ought to lead
to exhaustion.

That individuals, indeed, bave exhausted themselves Ly buying articles which they did
not want, and land amongst the rest, I can hardly perhaps too often repeat, but this was the

consequenc -
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consequence of the mania for speculation which existed during the years from 183510 18403 .

which mania itself arose, not from the sending out,but from the ponring in, of capital;
the same thing would have happened had Government hoarded its money, instead of

spending it; and it would have been far worse had Government sold its land, not for ready:

money but on credit. The wisest thing for the Government to have done would perbaps
have been 10 have refused to sell land at all; but gentlemen will, perhaps, remember the
complaints which were made against me by the people of Port Phillip, for not,as they
thought, bringing land fast enough to market. C "

As it is, capital to the amount of 800,000/ has been introduced into the cclony in the
shape of immigrants, the most advantageous forin in which it can cone, instead: of coming
in some other shape in which capital was not wanted. Immigrants, of ihe labouring class
are, in fact, in New Sonth Wales, to 'be regarded as capital : they are frequently, indeed,
designated as “ Jabour,” but erroneously. They are the substances out of which labour may
be extracted, and so is a steam-engine ; but nobody calls a steam-engine labour, neither
are horses or elephants called labour. . .

it may seem paradoxical, but I believe it true, that it is not desirable for any government
to have more money at its command than is required for its currentservices. [ believe that
far more of the evil which this colony has suffered is to be attributed to onr having hoarded
money between 1832 and 1838, thanto our having spent it since 1838. I often thank God
that the money is gone; for I now have a ready answer for every person who comes to ask
me to engagein exlgensive undertakings, which I had not, so long as we had large balances
atthe bank. Old Fredesick of Prussia, a despotic monarch, saved money for his son 3 bat
that son shot it all away in gunpowder, in making war upon his neighbours; as the Lord
Bishop remarked not long ago, that our own national debt was shot away, ur rather, the
borrowed money which caused the debt. We have shot away a good'deal of our borrowed
money, not in gunpowder, indeed, but in champagne. S

But to revert 10 the important point at issue—How are we to get money to pay for the
importation of immigrants? The first thing to be done s, I answer, to reduce the expenses
of government ; and if the council will but go hand in hand with we, I doubt not that
much may be donein this way; but what, as yet, bave you done, gentlemen? At the com-
mencement of the present session I ‘introduced two measures, calculated to lessen the
expenses of government, and which, had they been passed as I presented them, would, I
firmly believe, have had the effect, in a few years, if not immediately, of enabling us to
apply to immigration every shilling of the revenue which is in any way derived from land ;
that is to say, not only the produce of the sale of lands, but quit-rents, ordinary rents, and
also the produce of licenses to depasture stock beyond the boundaries of location; but of
these measures, one (the Police and Public Works Bill) was absolutely and entirely
rejected ; the other (the Corporation Bill) was only passed by accompanying it with a bribe
of between 70,000 /. and 80,000/. to the people of Sydney and Melbourne.

1 am determined, however, to persevere in the most rigid economy ; and still endeavour, if
possible, to apply the whole of the money derived, in any shape, from land, to the purposes of
immigration; and until this shall have been done, or at jeast until the attempt shallhave been
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made, 1 do not think we ought to have recourse to a loan, even if it were-in our power

to get one. The proposal to apply to the purposes of immigration the whole of the money
derived, in any shape, from land, is not so chimerical as many may suppose. This colony
bhas been accused of applying to other purposes than those of immigration large portions
of its Jand fund ; but it may surprise the persons by whom these accusations have been put
forth, to learn, that, of the whole amount derived from the sale of land, since the system of
gelling land first began in 1832, more than 87 per cent. has been spent on immigration,
and that a vast deal more than the remaining 13 per cent. has been expended in the survey
and sale of the land, and in the protection of the aborigines—objects which are allowed to
form charges on the land fund, even prior to that of immigration itself. It is not true,
therefore, that the colony of New South Wales has appliedany portion whatever of its land
fund to purposes, the expense of which ought to be defrayed out of its ordinary revenue ; and
it is much, I think, to be desired, that the groundlessness of the charge which has been made
against the colony should be exposed* I have always contended, that the expense of the
survey and sale of Jand, and also that incurred for the protection and civilization of the abori-
gines, are legfiumate charges on the land fund; bnt am free also to contend, that if the
exigencies of the colony te such as to require the expenditure of the whole land fund on
immigration, it is quite legitimate, also, to defray such expenses out of the ordinary revenue.
So long as we had a large and even superabundant land fund, it was proper to defray the
expenses in question out of that fund, especially as our ordinary revenue was not then able
to bear them ; but circumstances having changed, our land fund having ceased to be pro-
ductive, whilst our ordinary revenue has greatly increased, a different state of things has
arisen, justifying, and even calling for, a different arrangement.

And here I must observe that, though I do not reckon on selling much land during the
next \wo or three years, neither do 1 look on the land fund as by any means extinct. As
soon 8s the present panic shall have passed away, and the futility be proved of any attempt
to reduce the minimum price of land, when people, in fact, become thoroughly persuaded
that a high price will be maintained, then will they begin again to buy readily énough, and

at

* See Note (C.), p. 157.
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ou NEW at prices too above 20s. an acre. I do not say they will do this for mere grazing purposes ;
SOUTH WALES. vy wherever grazing and other pursuits of industry can be combined, there we. shall sell
land ; in less quantities, certainly, than before, but realizing, perchance, more money. And
. Speech of where land cannot be sold, it mustbe rented; the rents of all government lands must be rigidly
Sir George Gipps. collected, as, above all others, must the quit-rents. At the present moment we are paying
— interest on debentures at eight per cent., when nearly as much money is due to us for quit-
rents as would enable us to pay them off. This state of things must not continue; the
government caonot allow it. It is not just to those who regularly pay their quit-rents;
and.still less just to those who have redeemed their quit-rents, to allow these debts to
remain outstanding.

Unuil all other means of providing money for the purposes of immigration shall have been
tried,and the insufficiency of them proved, [ must declare that I cannot, in the conscieutious
discharge of my own sworn duty to Her Majesty and to the people of this country, advise
Her Majesty’s Government to authorize the raising of any larger loan for the service of this

. colony than ray be necessary to equalize, from year to year, the supply of immigrants, so
as to relieve the local government, as far as possible, from the inconvenience of uncertainty
in respect to the number of immigrants to be expected in any year.

I do not say, gentlemen, nor have T ever said, that I am absolutely orposed to a loan.
Should the capital of the country go on increasing, aud should we still sell no land, 1 thiok
a loan would be justifiahle; because, as I have afready said, the want of Inbour is propor-
tioned to the increase of capital, of which increase the sale of land is no criterion. Under
the squatting system, it cannot be contended that the sale of land is any measure of the
want of labour, and the squatting system hasbeen so exterded asto have become the system
of the colony. But when we 1alk of a loan, it is essential to bear in mind, that there must
be two parties to it—there must be a lender as well as a borrower, and where is this colony
to look to for a lender? As to borrowing to any extent in the colony, at the exorbitans
interest which is now demanded for money, it must be out of the question ; and, though
I have no doubt that interest must come down, until it bear a natural proportion to the rate
of profit in the colony, I doubt whether it will, for 2 number of years, come down to five or
even six per cent.; and to borrow money at any rate of interest beyond five per cent. would
bhardly be advisable under any circumstances. We must, therefore, look to the English
capitalist; and what inducements have we to offer to him? Isit the way to induce him to
lend us money to be constantly crying out that we are ruined; that things are come to
such a pass, that it is absolutely better to be without property than to have it? Do we
take the proper means to induce people to lend us their money, when we declare, day after
day, that we cannot compete in the English market with the Saxon wool-grower, notwith-
standing we depasture our flocks upon crown land, at only a nominal rent, and bave 2
protection in the shape of a discriminating duty of a penny on every pound of our wool ?
Whether from the inferiority of the soil, or from the inferiority of the people, we do not
say; but we declare that we cannot do it. Are statements such as these, I will ask, likely
to induce people to lend us their money t—put forth, moreover, as they are, not by the
ignorant multitude, who take their impressions from the cvents of the moment—not
merely by newspaper correspondents or periodical writers—but gravely announced in this
council by the sages of the land ! I apprehend that the capitalists of England will not be
very ready to leng us their money so long as this strain be continued. But it will be said,
that the guarantee of the Home Government may be obtained, and that then every thing
will go on smoothly. I grant that the guarantee of the Home Government muy be
obtained, and, if absolutely necessary, I trust that it will; but again let me ask, do we go
the right way to obtain it or any other assistance from the. Home Government? Can we
expect thc Home Government to be very ready to give us their assistance, when every
thing they do or attempt to do for us is construed into evil? No matter whether it be
Lord Glenelg, Lord John Russell, or Lord Stanley that is in office, every thing done is
denounced as injurious to the colony, and even as intended to injureit; when it s stated,
as it was no longer ago than ycsterday in this councii, that there is some sinister influence
at work behind the scenes, some deep design to bring this colony to ruin, and that the
government lends a willing ear to the designers'!

I will not say that the statesmen whose nawmes I have mentioned, or any one of them,
would refuse 10 lend us assistance, becausc what they have hitherto done for us has been
thanklessly received ; but I must say, that we do not take the most courteous means of
inducing them 1o help us. Secretarics of State are undoubtedly liable to error, like other
wortals; and it has been my duty to point out some errors which have been committed in
respect to this colony ; but I am, nevertheless, as sincerely convinced as I an of any article
of my faith, that nothing affecting the colony has been done in England {rom any other
motive than a sincere desire to advance its prosperily in every way that is consistent with a
due regard to the interests of other portions of the empire. )

To return, however, to the question of a loan. It will naturally be asked, what security
have weto give? 1 believe that we have very ample security ; that the unsold lands of the
colony, if properly administered, furnish as ample security as any one candesire; but then
comes the question, how should they be administered? and this brings me to the plan of
which the outline has been developed by the Lord Bishop. .

I greatly regret that I cannot go the whole way with his lordship; that in fact Ican
only go a little way with him; and the sincerity with which I regret this will not be
doubted by those who know that it is from the Bishop alone I have received any support

in the views which I take of the minimum price. I go along with his lordship in thinkilr;gt
tha

.

9 Sepr. 1342.
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that the lands beyond the boundaries, or the lands now occupied by the squatters, are the - NEW
sources from which the revenue may be drawn equel to all our wants; and I agree with SOUTH WALES.
his lordship also in thinking that, in order to draw a larger revenue from these lands, some

alterations may be advantageously made in the tenure by which they are now held, and'that Speech of
some security should at least be given to the squatter for the value of the improvements Sir George Gipps.
which he may make upon them, since it must always be the interest of the landlord to = —
have his land improved, whether the landlord be the &ueen, or any private individual; but 9 Sept. 1842.

in the details of his plan I am forced to differ from his lordship, because those details in-
volve a vast number of conditions, the observance of which experience forbids me to ex-
pect the Government would ever be able to enforce; and a vast number, too, of deferred
payments, which I fear the Government would never be able to collect. ' :

t should be borne in mind that the grants, which are called free or gratuitous in this
colony, were not professedly gratuitous when they were made; that they involved a variety
of conditions, such as those of settlement, cultivation and payment of quit-rents, and in
many cases of other deferred payments, which the Government has in very few instances been
able to enforce. 1 will ask the Colonial Secretary and the Auditor-General, who are here

vesent, what the experience of Government is in respect to these deferred payments?
hy, that even the quit-rents are collected with the greatest difficuity, and at'an expense
which makes it hardly worth while to collect them, notwithstanding that the security for
their Hue payment is as ample as any that can be shown by the proprietor of Belgrave-
square for the payment of his ground rents. And if suchbe the case in respect of quit-rents
and of other rents, such as those, for instance, of the leases granted in the time of Sir
Thomas Brisbane, all of which are due on lands situated in the older parts of the colony,
and comparatively near the seat of government, how much more difficult would it be to
collect dues arising out of lands situate hundreds of miles off, extending from Darling
Downs to the Bogan, and from the Bogan to Corner Inlet. Any government that attempted
to enforce deferred payments of this nature would certainly be defeated ; the wholestrength
of the colony would be arrayed against it. For these reasons, therefore, I think no de-
pendence is to be placed on a revenue to be raised by deferred payments, or, in other
words, out of lands sold or given on credit. The only sure system which the Government
can go on is that of sale for ready money. I beg also very distinctly to state, that I held
these opinions long before I had any knowledge of an Act of Parliament, which, there is
every reason to suppose, has already passed, and which, if passed, must entirely prevent
the carrying into effect of the plansot the Lord Bishop. The proposed Act of Parliament
is not confined to the fixing of a minimum price below which no land shall be sold ; there
are other provisions in it, such as, first, that all land shall be sold by auction ; secondly,
that it shall be sold only for ready money; and, thirdly, that no land shall be let on
lcase for any period longer than 12 months. It will scarcely, therefor . prudent to
rest our hopes on aplan which proceeds on principles directly opposed to such an Act
of Parliament. But the Act of P.rliament, it may be said, will be repealed. So it will,
I have no doubt, if, after a fair tria, it be found to work badly; but I am equally certain
that it will be allowed a fair trial; and for such a trial [ do not think that four, five, or
even six years will be considered too long a period ; and that, consequently, even allow-
ing the Act to be an injudicious one (which I am very far from thinking it), it would
be most imprudent in us to rely upon any scheme which cannot be carried into effect
whilst the Act remains in force.

Before I conclude, I must say a few words more respecting the squatters.

It has been said the: [ am the enemy of the squatters, and thatql am bent on destroy-
ing the squatting interest, Now, although squatting did not owe its origin to me, I may
safely say that 1 heve been the best friend to the squatters that they ever had, and I believe
I way add, I was the firs! person to point out to the Home Government, which I did in
my despatch of the 1gth o December 1840, the vast importance of the squatting interest
to this colony. I am and always have been the advocate of squatting, but I do not
advocate the puttiug of the squawier on a par with the purchaser of crown land. To do
this would be effectually to nullify all the regulations which have been introduced for the
disposal or sale of land, since land began to be of any value in the colony; and if I could
even so far forget my own duty as to allow the person who may be the first to seize on any
quantity of crown land to become the virtual proprietor of it, there are other and superior
authorities who will not allow their regulations to be so evaded.

So obviously does the squatting system act to prevent the sale of crown lands, that the
late Secretary of State, in a despaich which has been laid before the council,* pointed out
the propriety of raising the price of a licease to depasture stock beyond the boundaries to
five or six times its present amount. Nor was his Lordship prompted to this by any com-
munication from New South Wales beyond a simple narrationn of facws. It scarcely
appears to me that we can go at present as far as his Lordship’s suggestion would lead us;
but I am satisfied that whilst it is desirable, oa the one hand, to improve the tenure of the
squatter in every way in which it can be done without indisposing him to become a pur-
chaser of land, so we nust, on the other, as soon as the present despondency shall have
passed away, make several important alterations in respect to squatting licenses. The
opportunity may, if possible, be afforded to the squatter of purchasing as a homestead
some moderate portion of the land which he occupies, without forcing him to take a quan-

tity,

¢ Dated 2oth June 1841.
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tity, which, at the present high minimum price, his means might not enable him to pay
for; such, purchase, however, must be at_auction (so long as. the contemplated Act of
Parliament remains in force), and for ready money. On the other hand, every station
must be separately licensed (which is not the case at present), and the quantity of land
held under any single license must not exceed what may be necessaryfor a given number

"of sheep or oxen. In fact, licenses must be more nearly assimilated to_leases than they

now are, and the occupation of any land without lease or license (whether within or
without the boundaries) must be most strictly prohibited. - .,

The practice which is growing up of forming stations only for the purpose of selling
them must be prohibited also; and I am very much disposed- to think that a person
who may form a station without the previous permission of the Govermnent must in no
case whatever be allowed to retain it. The formation of stations without the permission of
Government is the principal cause of those atrocities, whether committed by or on the
aborigines, which bring discredit on the whole colony, and render necessary the mainte-
nance of an expensive police force, even in the uttermost parts of the wilderness. :

I have already spoken of the difficulty with which tbe rights of the Crown, and even
its most unquestioned rights, can be enforced at great distances from the seat of Govern~
ment, if ever suffered to fall into abeyance, or if the assertion of them be deferred. I will.
in conclusion, only on this head remind the council of an instance which occurred but as
yesterday—the first and only instance in which I have exercised the undoubted right of
refusing to renew a license. What then occurred has acted, I may say, on me as a warn-
ing (and it will be, I trust, a warning to all future governors) of the necessity of proceed-
ing with great firmness, but, at the same time, with great caution, in the administration
of the lands which form in this colony the domain of the Crown.

Note (A.)

CoxpaRATIVE STATEMENT of the QuanTITY of SPECIE in the Colony of New Scuth Wales, in
the First Quarter of the Year 1841, and in the Second Quarter of 1842.

Quarter ending

™

’ 31 March 1841, 30 June 1842.

£ s d £. s d.

In the several banks at Sydney and Melbourne - - = 342,337 11 5 | 488,865 9 1
Inthe militarychest - - - = - - | 3276919 3
In the Colonial Treasury - =~ « = = =| 38go0 - -

Tora - - - £.]| 413807 10 7 | 488,865 9 1

The quantity of coin in the possession of private individuals cannot be correctly ascertained ; but,
on account of the sums brought in by immigrants, it must have been more in 1842 than in 1841,

Returx of the AMounT of DEPOSITS in the Bavks of the Colony (collectively), during the
First Quarter of the Year 1841, and the Second Quarter of 1842,

Quarter ending

r N
31 March 1841. 30 June 1842.

£ s d.

£. s .
965,785 14 4

. d.
1,123,636 14

Total amount of the average deposits, as given in the bank
returns, made under the Act of Council, 4 Vict. No. 13 -
Deduct government deposits, belonging to the military chest
and colonial treasury « - - - - - -

<]

262,036 -~ 65891 - -

861,f00 14

%

Deposits of individuals - - - £. 809,804 14 4

Note
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Note (B.) ‘

RETURN of Laxp sold in the Colony of New South JPales, in the Years 1838, 1839 and 1840.

. N. B.—~The minimum pric s was raised fron 5. to 124, in 1839,
I COUNTRY LANDS
COUNTRY LANDS. TOWN ALLOTMENTS, - AND TOWN ALLOTMENTS.
Yxans
Price Price | Price
Acres, pex Acre. Sum. Acres. per Acre. Sam, Acres, per Acre. Sum,
() -
£.5. df £ s d Ao Rer] £a d £ a4 £ s d| £ & 4

S (| 1838 1276323 | ~ 6 43] 75159 511 185 32| 17 7 4 3,228 13 5 278,509 | - 5 74| 78,387 12 4
28
5‘3 1839 /198,198 | — 8 13{ 80,836 7 5§ 231 022 29 - 11}| 6714 2 31198429~ 8 93| 87,550 9 8
B5U 1000 | 04678 |- 13 15[ 62360 510§ 513 123 69 3 73| s551818 9] 95,300 |1 - 63| on878 19 7
g.]' 1638 | 38653 |- 13 3 | 2558717 of 41 112|21311 73| 8826 5 4 38694 -17 94 34414 3 1
:gii 1839 | 88,283 11 11 11 61,102 14 6 65 1 8118719 -~ 9008 2 8§ 383481116 62| 70,110 17 2
;E ]. 1840 | 62,729 | 1 12 11 {136,367 15 84 169 2 16 | 487 16 2 82,732 10 -~ ) 82,809 | 2 12 10 (219,100 5 8

Note (C.)
Recetrrs and ExrENDITURE of the LaND Funp of New South Wales, trom 1832.to 1842.
£. s. d
Gross proceeds of the sules of land, of every dgscnptxon, from the beginning of
the year 1832 up to the present time - - - - - - { 1,090,583 17 2
Amount actually paid during the same period, on account of lmmlgrauon into
the colony from the United Kingdom #* - - - - - - - 951,241 17 4

Difference « « = £.| 139,341 19 10

Amount paid within the same period on account of the survay £. s d.
of land, and the expense of bringing it to sale - - - 198417 17 11

Amount expended during the same period on the protection
and civilization of the Aborigines - - - - - 63097 2 -

261,514 19 1

Excees in expenditure over receipts, or the amount which has been paid out of
the ordmary revenue of the colony - - - - - - - £ 122173 ~ 1

Compiled from a Return by the Auditor-general of the colony, dated September 7, 1842,

# Being more than 87 per cent. of the whole amount received.
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