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DEDICATION
rjlHIS book is dedicated to my fellow-

writers of the Canadian Press. The
nierits of the book are due to their efforts

for I have helped myself lavishly to their
best brains.

I have long been of the opinion that a
genius is a man who knows a good thing
when he steals it, and this is the first time
I have had a chance to steal on an ambitious
Bcale. I have stolen much, and if I had had
more time, I would have stolen more.

Toronto, March 19th., 1919,

Peter McArthub.
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l^for'^Jf^''^^"*^^^ y**"; Prime Minis-

»d Sn?^or^- .? ^^ ^"^^^^'^ °^™^auu generations of statesmen. He saw r-n,,*^^tion in its cradle and watched it^J^to 1"

aas had three Monarchs, while the AottL of

bdNBaimerman have passed across its natS
£*^* 5^ r*°^^ *^« ™e of Cavour and Swttes .ord of Garabaldi flash, and hes^^S





M
Sir Wilfrid Laurier

m^ ength of Sir Wilfrid's public career aloneA challenges admiration and z^spect He hadbeen almost half a century in activeScs-fo^^ y«.^ a saUent figure in ParliaiSSntTa'lS^tae liberal party for thirty yea«
;
Pri;,eS»/«5^^^- He saw generations ofmiand generations of statesmen. He sawSS«abon m its cradle and watched it^w to ^

,
I 5^ had three Monarchs. while the figurL of
-

£l1TaL!l *^''?*°"«' °^ Salisbury alTZn^
sZ?^!^^ ^I^JT^ *«^ its nationS
t^ 5* T^^^ the rise of Cavour and mw

^^^V'P''"**^"'" *°'- a° United Ital? Hesaw the German States confederated bv bS!



SIR WILFRID LAURIER.

the Teuton conqueror, and lived to see th« .*«,„-

t^L},V?i,
Emperon, emancipated its slaves

iwowsu away. Meanwhile the Britiah Pinn.-»



INTRODUCTORY.

Wilfrid Uurier wh bom at St Lin, Quebec,
on November 20th.. 1841, of a family that had set.
tted in Lower Canada, six generations before.
Hta forebears came from Anjou, France, and
originally bore the family name of Cottineau. A
marriage contract, drawn up in Montreal in 1666
bears the signature of tf e first representative of
toe family in Canada—Francois Cottineau, dit
ChampUuriet, or translated Uterally, Francis
Cottineau, said, or called, Champlauriet Appar-
ently this latter appeUaUon was subsequently
adopted by the family, and after Louis XIV had
by royal decree, proclaimed the land to be French
territory. They first established themselves in
the forest of He Jesus, an island immediately
nortti of the IsUnd of Montreal, and at the mouth
of the Ottawa River, and a little later removed to
the Parish of Lechenaie, on the north bank of theMme river. Charies Laurier, the grandfather of
Sir Wilfnd was a man of remarkable energy
and ability, and in the face of many obstacles
taught himself surveying, and was master of
mathematics in his scholastic district. At the be-
ginning of the 19th. century he established his
son, Carolus Laurier, on farm land which he had

8



Sm WILFRID LAU8IER.

a banner by ibTiS'Tir' ^^ P«"««ion"^'

generous and fri4dlv „.*,,**'.'"'* »«• of a
«ve turn of mi"? „ S'^JS

*»'''" « inven-
««>t he wa« arc i*^'^«?ced by the fact
devise what thfnp^^^V" ??" ~^°»y ^
and which wptecedthi fl

•?*''^'°«n»«*ine.
herited f«>m hSiJtht Bn '^f**

•»* '««' ta-
woodB -ettlement, CaSu, ?^ •'° " ""^«* ^adc-
in the strongest 8en8e"mit"!L''' ^" * «*cal
'^ the fatherX Wd ^7°'^'f" P«rhap, it

son's political faith S *!. '""""J-tions of the

LaurierisparticuLlydes^^"']^ <^''«
was sufBciently acute to «T°fu°' P«^ He
unusual aptiSi anH^« u* *^* ''^ «>n had
cental «ndoSts "pto^a^^i^* '^* °' *^°"'

J^Msical education. In tt?« J" "?* * «°od
h«ht undertakin/for ° ^^ *'^'' ^^ ^as no
«eans of Ca«£ Uu^^" «J J^^

station and

too.thatitwouldheof.^.t^Lyr--^t'



EARLY INFLUENCES.

Si. iS J"*"***.
«d of En»li«h cuBt- .:n-. and to

Wllfnd Uunert mother, nte M«rx»Ue Martin-«u. waa a relative of the mother of the fS-Canadian poet Fiwhette. one of the moat SfSi»^ of I^wer Canada, and it may ZlSVesame family strain which produced the dmT
tiea of the French-Canadian statesman. Fiveyear, after Wilfrid Laurier was bom his moSerpassed away. Some time after Carolus Uuriwmarried Adelaine Ethier. and she broughtISyoung Wilfrid. The second offspring o7 the flit

tLS "«=?°«».'?«^«««. three sons were bora:

lM«^r^
''^'""'°' '^'^° '*'«' «* Arthabaska in

m 1907, monber for the county of Ottawa, and

fgoT' SfrS^'^f'^"'
Arthabaska. who^;d in

roung Launer commenced his studies in the

l^"^^ ««*«>? «' St. Lin, where he i^r^ing and writing and the rudiments of aSSmetic His father then decided to extend his so?s
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SIR WILFRID LAURnat

^|J««e of New SSSr^"*' ^S"^«"' ^ «»•
"trtliahed about imTL ^ 'rtfenient wu
^tertwu S iS2 to^c!n!r^' °' Scotch

^ thl. nel^hbourhooTwd wt^wT ""^f^"'with many of the fwnilSJi^^u*" acquainted
ment to have his .ob^Im ^^ **"" •» *n»nge.
period was eaaiH" ^'f*"* »«»« *^«n 'or a
young WilfriTuuS^V^f ^"^y "^
mate life of the MumyrS,*r^ '" *« '»«-
eana. the B«mett. S^Stt^%^*f*-.

the Mac
Uement For a time he^i,^"*' °' *•>« »«*-

Catholic family. Sd vi^'*^ "^^ " ^'^
^th the Mumw/SJinr ii* H^ ^*^ «« «ved
and food. hi« 8e!5iSr« 'JMl"f° '"^ '«»«^
»*»« kept byCJS S ie^'h?JS ^* ««"«*'
The school whj^i. .

® household.



EARLY INFLUENCES.

idmble rough talent, one, "Sandy" Maclean, who
pououed a pronounced and good taste for litera-
ture, and ^0 in many waya made an admirable

1 i"' J^**.
^'"^ French-Canadian pupil,

leandng Engliah at play, at work, at home and
at school, aroused in the good Scot a kindly con-
cern, and Sir Wilfrid Uurier in later years
never failed to attribute his knowledge of Engw
llsh literature to the man who flist opened his
eyes to the wealth of English letters.

-JiTi *r"* ^.f '* *^*^ ^^f^^ P"v«» o' in-
estimable benefit to young Uurier. Not only did
he secure a good foundation for further study of
the English language, but he had inculcated i

.

him a broadness of vision, an undentanding oi
his English compatriots and a spirit of tolerance
and good will, which ever afterwards proved a
srreat asset. In September, 1864, at the age of
thirteen years, Wilfrid Laurier was sent to college
at L Assomption. There he passed seven rigorous
years of rt«dy. His health was delicate, and his
ph^ique did not permit of his taking part in the
ordinary sports of his fellow-students. His
favourite recreation was to visit the village court
house when the judicial assizes were in prograss



Sm WILPRID LAURIER

of Ws life that aZ^Z^^^^ °f «>« periS

««t enjoyment In S^ifi"?^^ ^ua the keen!
none of such dehghS '

^ i"'
^"^^^ ^ miss

court sessions and Sff ""i^P'^ous events m
foul Of the schoo? au'^SStiSir*'"*^ ''^ "^^^^ «^

Wilfrid Laurier-s ««*•. *
was but six yi» or'Sst'r"''^" «»« '^^
fPent under the constant « ^'}'^' ^^^ were
la«e curt. He knew nn^

supervision of the S
St. Lin slept QuX a^s£rT '"* '^'^^^^'
the earth-Afontreal if? **/«>« the centre of
out^r world. Bu^Ll "^"^ ""'^ «*oes oTthe

J^- It prayed t^'''^'^^<^r^. and its

S ^°<*-Canadian

"ent^a^vaTet '" *« '-^» t^P-^-
P«ri8h priest. ThenripT '° *^« *«»rt of tte^ of St. Lin, one'^"hori^'°^«'«d«aS!n^e of New 'C'ce "ft If^ ^^^ '^^^ *«
afternoon he invited the Ld %/"'• *^^* one

'ad Launer into the

8



EARLY INFLUENCES.

ment, or perhaps-. He took «,TJT^ . f^'
study wrhprp thTT , .

*"® *^y »°to Ws

H«L^'°.*^P'°«^ ^°'«« «°d frayed edgeTX

maS"e/°"
'""^ ^^"* ^* "' "^ ^-^" he de-

"It is the French flag. Father."
"It is our flag," corrected the priest.
On various occasiona he took the bov tn th.

9



SIR WILFRID LAURIER
^

,

had come from French veins Ti,««. • h ^*
^e strange first traSiiThicT^uri^r'^::;
for the works which he afterwards a^^Sed

,
* * *

It was amid such associations that the f..t„no

liah ton8:ue-"with a bit of Scotch accent " Z^aonce hunself described it-s.nd ^SZ'brZt

cIlS^J^liTt °^ ^"°* *^^«=«°t «nd RomanCathohc faith the grace and facility of exn^

• u
*''*1*° "^th the great races in Canada Rrit

•«* and French, Protestant and C^thoUc

the^^aK^^jrS^^r^Sir^^^r-
New aiaao^««/ i

i^resbytenan church of

whr^r::rr;;sSg"a:s^
most amounting to reverenc^^r M^S^f^e

10



EARLY INFLUENCES.

SS^^S T" "'" «''^" '^^ «* «>« «™«. re-sembled the deep sentiment entertained by okvid

who dfd'Tfnf".*'.^
""^^ ^«''"» cobbler unde

wflfJ5 T
•™"** **" "^-« •»" career possible

^S "T"'"
"'^^'" *">"*«> *° Malcotoi Murray

arr™«:r
"^^^ °' "^^ '^^^^^ appreciatlon'I^J

„f I!!*i '^l l'^ ®°J"°y^ ^tt* a" the enthusiasmof boyhood his stay in this Scottish settlemenfThas re<^ ed on more than one occasion "frtmember." he once observed after^STri becomta national figure, "I remember how I fought^^aie Scotch boys and made school-boy love to^

From his earliest boyhood, Laurier gave evi

f^^ LAssomption. a debating society wLformed, and there are men living teS/atXbase of the Laurentides who remeS.b^'l SebS.mg quahties of the man who was to sWne later

Z^^r^T
""'*''^'" °^ Pariiaments—the Can-adian Commons Chamber. An instance of ft^=comes to mind. A resolution had "hSiTubmiS

11
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SIB WILFRID LAURIER.

^tV^^^^^u ^^ °^'' ^«^ ™ the interest ofCanada should have pennitted the Huguenots to

TLll ,^Pr'*^«» ^'«. of coursTmaSert

affirmative side in the discussion whichwaxedvery warm, and his speech, which foHowedT w«
ILZ!'"^'^''''' 5

'^'^'^' *h«t the pref4t Tlstudies was scandalized, and at one fell swoon

SSSia^.
'''"**' ""'^ *^^ -«* "-i^^-^'o

nv?t? ^^ !««t days Sir Wilfrid used to laughover this incident, and he often remarked thatrt was a great pity the debate was stopSas^e
entire international situation in Europe miSthav^ been affected by the result of thatXuTion

C'^^irs^*"^ "^'^ 1 L'AssoLS'S
1^ Of course." every ready with a joke at hisown expense, "very few of us knew wlSt a

SrrU?'' ^"* *^^* "«'»« »o differenr^ Wehad started m to settle questions affecting tte r^tas future of humanity, and should hJveSJ^allowed to accomplish our mission."

St Valentine could not reproduce an incident

12



DOMESTIC UPE.

S^o?M°« **^* '^ *^* P«»'d« over theS^^ Mistletoe, narrate one of their weU-

wS^T^"^. ""^ Picturesque, than Ztwhich Pra Cupid could delineate when flrat he InST "7'^^' '^^^ ''"'^ P""'^ beat. « JLVL'with the slumbers of young Laurier tr^ng to rett
hunselfatArthabaskaville! InthewSofS^nat^ David, it appix,priately hap,:;^ 2^!-'

During his clerkship at Montreal ho «,o«»- tu
acquaintance of a b^utifTa^ 'g^l ^tJL'young girl who refused a veiy a^nSS^Homage in preference to Laurier hSheard one day, to what a degree she still ,^

r;2Sir 'r^^
*°^"' ^^^ -^^ ^^

way to Montreal, got married on the followinirday. returned immediately to Arthab^ka^^Hcame a few weeks later to get h^f^'n^^fr

proud" anrS'"'?"'^
'^- ^"^""^ Paid mlny°;

Chrutt^rr^uftk ^SH'^'
activities and held office"?; SjtpEL^eit 0^;^

18



SIR WILFRID LAURIER.

f^J?T°'" t^''"'*°«»
A««Haation; vice-prosident

J^nL ' ^f'''^''"'
Immigration Guild,- and

HiSlSr °' "^^ ''°""'' ^"-''^-

In his home Sir Wilfrid Laurier was an «pon-

mio "*'
r^'" "'^- Aaayoungnuin^e^'^

it !J "«**'"'? ^"^ «^«'' preferring to d^Shis spare time to his books, and as he grew ZIZnone of the various fonns of amusemenftowS
t^??„ fL'r"«t*""«i to devote much of theirtime appealed strongly to his fancy. He did noteven succumb to the fascination oTgolf, tJe fiJounte pastime of many men of brai?^ a^STto STetest was a "home" man in the truest ;ense 5 ^e

r«f,?°1^*'
for fifteen year« the first citizen of

was by no means the most imposing prfvat^dwelling m the Capital. It was cSmfSaWe id
SZ, r'' n^"*

"°* pretentious. NaiL\Sywithin Its walls entertainment was furnished to

"tuy lAuner presided, with an amiable

14



DOMESTIC LIFE.

and Wndly grace, and what undoubtedly struckthe observant guests was the note of donSSc

sJSt^i'a?^?;' f",'!!^™'^
** ''""^ S'' Wilfridspent a grait deal of his time, and often burned

tired before the day had run its course. Only c^very rare occasions did he go out in a socTaTway

sera at the theatre. The mimic world of the staire

waJ lond .f
""*"" '7 '^™- NeverthS^^Swas fond of music, and few are more talented in

wotld S'^
^•''" ^"^"'^'^ *^°™« '«e ««d habitswould be very incomplete without more than aPassmg reference to his beautiful Z Su!

ftZ fK ^ *?xT" ^ " ^^«« possible to ^t awayfrom the Capital after the close of the 7e^^nl

16



Sm WILFRID LAURIER.

invitations he received to h^iu,^ ''f *^«

-t more Pretent^^^^ilts*! S'ZfdeTim the mountains, but these wm* «L^ ,
**

and its restful fnfluSL "^"^^^Sfr i?"***home is a beautifulK an^itl^u^^^"
nearly all the year ron«J^'^ ^' ^^P* 0P«n
trees and ?bSSS ji^^^^f "" ^"^^^ '**°''

Wilfrid alwayTSut on T^' *"* """^ *^««' Sir

attire and STt ^sy 'TT*'"'*' ''™«'
garden. He^t all ttf i^-,.** Jf^ " ^° the

papers, and ifthis w^ w°f ?°*.^'*" »«^
outside world ^ ^* "* **""* ^th the

cautiTiSd'd^^?"^^- ^«^ always

was ProudThtriisL^n-^'"*- ^' "^^
particularly adoL i„T '^?' '^°' ''"* ^« ^a-
spent so largS a^rt „f^? T?^*^ ^ ^'''«* he
knowing She?ono^ffJi*1: ^is neighbours,

blessed pi?Sle«o?a?2t'^"^fl'^^« ^°'- "^epnvuege Of a rest, did not intrude on him.



POLinCAL BEGINNINGS.

iwthful by the curt. After church the vilkire™wo«dd crowd around to clasp the hTd of^
di-tinguiahed Canadian statWn. No S^nSj
^^fhatghtyreaerve surrounded Sir' WnL^'^J

ness, being editor of 'SefriSer- n^li".""baska, succeediTKr v^„n "f "'*®'^' o^ Artha-
.
succeeding Enc Donon, well-known as

17



SIR WILFRID LAUBIER.

iJ ii

in Montreal before thri«f!M f'"* ^^ *^«'

There wan iJfl!. ''®"'?f«n« being acquitted,mere was intense excitement in political Td
18



POLITICAL BEGINNINGS.

journalistic circles, when it became known that
Launer was the author of the article in question,
and, in fact, the paper pleaded justification
through its attorneys.

About flfty-flve years ago the Undergraduates'
Society, faculty of law of McGill, was holding a
general meeting. The students attending this
meetmg had the opportunity of hearing their
elder confreres of the class of 1864, bidding fare-
well to old McGill. • »«c-

Curiously enough, the proposer of the address
of farewell was a young man, who in the years
to come had the good fortune to reach to the
height of honour, which a country can confer upon
her sons, and whose name was to be written ir
golden letters upon the register of the faculty
This name was Wilfrid Laurier.

In his address, this talented young lawyer saidamong other things, that: "I pledge my honour
that I will give the whole of my life to the cause
of conciliation, harmony and concord amongst
the different elements of this country of ours."

19



Sm WILFRID LAURIER.

moment.. iiJ^Vt^^'l'^''' "? '•"""
•natch away from hi. ««' ?^^ *" ^ "^^

ed amongst the iiT«„;*«^'^i^'7" "'"*
compelling othara to J^^, «^" the meau of

ray. ofm eloquS« ^Stl' '" *^ «>• fl«t

»o much luateS
^' ''**' '"'• '^" *<> •»»«»

WiS.^t?trl^^t,P^-.«on Of Sir

noted by hi. admiW^« «*!?*' """ '"'y
orator in hi. .peeSSri«?' J!" •*»"«» « *n

"x^ational lndu.t?y» J ^ ^L^J^ *«P^« <>'

the testimony of rae of h? *°*f«»«''~
to have

thu. de.cri^ Si^^^^Atr^r'^ '^^

'°ok. slightly a^^S^a "rt^/
convincing

about his facial ^«^'„ * ~!^ "{ Pleawntnes.

tinguiahed, a cerSST^?' "'^** "''' ^^t^
' '*""'° demeanour of confidence or

20
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^^eJancholy which tended to eaU forth vm-

Before Uurier left Montreal to take up hi.
residence to the TownriUp^ he w« . pn^ta^!member of the inatitutlon known a. SSStC.»dl«n which In time came under the epSSS
Birfwp of Montreal, and became very prominent,

li^" the public by the death d^ GulboSTawdl-known Montreal printer, and the iub^mt
refuaal of the head of the didcew, toLCSiStermnent m the family lot at C6t6 de.rZ^lLmddent belongs to the religion, histonr TmS?
real, but Hon. L. 0. David is authorifer for »..
.Utement that had Wilfrid L^urirSed ^'„£;

wnml??'
««um.tance. a. Guibord, hi. remain.

Ua^L fl^^ "^ ''^^^ «"*^ '"to the Catho!

?nV2l f > •
^^' " ^* °«^«' '^'^ follow-mg^ the fulmimition of the then Biahop of Mont-

Sir Wilfrid was the one man. Derhaoa in

oPk^£^ "'^^ "*- '^'^' th~^ moS
vL i ^ 'i^^'

'^^' ^y the bishops of his raceyet he had the satisfaction of seeiig the cle?,?;

21
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He provJl to VwomZt ^-"^ <=o°«=riPtion.

wLTl '" "^**'" °^ ™«=« or tongue^ Je

fluent, cultivatPil nn^ -i. • f "**'* °^ his

22
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will remember how those two syllables ran? out
true and dear, their tone that of a coin of gold
pure from all alloy, and bearing the impress of
sterling worth."

Of his triumph in the House of Commons the
same author writes:

—

"His d^but before the House produced a sensa-
tion. Who could be this young politician, not yet
thirty years of age, who thus, in a maiden speech,
handled the deepest public questions, with such
boldness and authority? Whence had this new
orator come—so fluent, so cultivated, and charm-
ing—who awed even his adversaries into respect
by language so polished, so elevated in tone, so
strong and yet so moderate, even in the heat of
discussion?

"On the following day, the name of Lauiier was
on every lip. From this initial point of his stirr-
ing career, the future Prime Minister proceeded
by master-strokes. Thus, as the resounding
tnmnph of his daut in the Legislative Assembly
of Quebec, had placed him in the highest rank
among the most brilliant French orators of his
province, that which marked his entrance into



SIR WILFRID LAURIER.

occasion ^ a Ll^J^n ° *^ dominion. The
gotten by any whTLT' *"'' "^^^^ *" ''^ ^or-

before the SuseJisTe^fr?*- ?« «"Wect
the rebel of oTe N^w ^"^t'"" °^ ^»« Kiel,

accusation for^'tJet^drofl^'^*'' ^^^^^ ""'^«'-

fugitive from justi^ h^ t^^"^ ,^~"' «"<J «
ber for ProvenchS tt,-

J"** ^«° elected mem-
one, and the puWiLin^

*'"^'*'°° "^^ « ''»™ing
it. It requiS^t^:f,7«f^«««y inflamed ovef
quence to take the 2Z • u ' f ""^^' of elo-

way withouT fa 5:/';: I'S- ""' ^'^^^^ '^-

"awes and maz«, „f^J- J?'''"^
""ong the

a«.und the M^nh^^PX.':h.?ich rose up
violent, and heated^'^ ^ ^'**®' ^^^i^h was

opening of ai.™,^„» "' «™ t«n«oe .t th.

24
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POLITICAL BEGINNINGS.

was the general surprise, the revelation was great-
er. In the belief of many who heard him that
day, no orator—unless indeed it be himself—has
smce achieved a like success in any of our de-
liberative assemblies. As in the elegance and
academic language of which he is so thorough a
master, the brilliant speaker entered calmly into
the heart of his subject, a great silence spread it-
self through the chamber and the English mem-
bers listened in amazement to this charmer who
wielded their own language with such grace, and
who dealt them such cold home-truths, in a tone
they could not resist applauding. Astonished
glances were exchanged on every side.
"Laurier kept his whole audience hanging upon

his lips for over an hour. Not for a single moment
did his eloquence fail him. He expounded the doc-
trines and elucidated the principles of legal and
constitutional right with the ease of a parliamen-
tary veteran and the precision of a practised dia-
i«ictician. He grouped his facts so skilfully, ad-
duced his proofs and authorities with such cumu-
lative force, reared his arguments one upon the
foundation of another with such quick inexorable
logic, that his conclusions seemed to flash out of
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theu- own accord, unfolded but irresistible
Every part of his speech, moreover, was linked

the^m'n f^^'f
^"'-^ '^^^ se'™ a^Jine oration from beginnmg to end flowed freelv

fTr ri^^""'^*'""'
^*'»°"* « niomenfs grJSi

•

for words, and at the same time, with neve? onf

laWeTir' ^'V'^'^ one'superfluJuTsTl!
lable. No ess was the manner of its delivery-

SriSntL'"?
"'^**"^ ^'''•=«' '"^^-^Svanety of mtonation, the chaste simnl7n.>r L^

outburst of applause which greeted the sneaker

ne personally was concerned. Prom that moment
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a place in the Cabinet waa virtuaUy aaai^ned him;

wi^J"" '''^^ "^" to flU it as Minister ofWand Revenue in 1877. on the retirement of M.

Svfl ' '^''^ '^*' ^" *PP°'"*«d Lieutenant-
Governor of Manitoba.

SSSL S°* "^T^'"
"^^ aberr^ons of thepopular nund. as well as the often unaccountable

^^"«*^» o; political life. The nTSSl^oujrh he had been returned at pn-vioT^S:twna by a majority of over seven hundred vo^over a distinguished member of the legal piSS
«^. found himself unable to secu« SS^tm, andwaa defeated by a worthy and inoffensi^

y^i« ^esman. who distanced him by a ma-

to tte Mackenzie Govermnent from whSi it

Stbufiw ^"^".'^Presentative of Quebectaat, but It was m vain. The impulse had been«mn and the political seesaw had begun to swT
a^laZlf'^'^ '^''^'' '»^« So"Sat lai^ was powerless to check it in any wav

f<ZTZ ^IT'i"/ '^^' Which wL?J:rwwl by the Liberals did not in the least degree
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ySaSTto^h '*«^ ^' appointment a few

foif?hl \ ^ ^^ ^''*'°° ^'^ '««<J«'- of the partyfor the whole Dominion."

An interesting account has been given of theflri interview that Sir Wilfrid evef^Jve out

1896, whidi gave him a long lease of power andthe opporhmity to impress the count^wiS; tte

^?L ? ^^ f""" "° '°terview he replied:

«i r o.®''^''
'J'terviewed, you know."

But, Sir," persisted the correspondent "considenng the magnitude of your vSo^and a^umque ptece you now occupy, would^t Jot^emeet that you should say a word or two to the

fr^ you of tiie policies you will carry out r-

gave a column and a quarter of copy, at once ex-ceedingly interesting and valuable. He cSSw Zlcommit the party to any particular SiSltZmoment of victory. He would havfto cJnsS?

28
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Wa coUeagues. but nevertheless, he outlined in

ST^ ^7^* ^^ »»rty would stand^fSnow that It had received the public mandate. Hemade it plain that he stood for the prindple ofhamony between the two great races STSieD^minion. That had been his aim in life ^d ttwould remain his aim as long as he i;;;d h*had his principles which he considered those ofprop^, but he did not want any bit^rn^ nfwanted cooperation and concord. It3dX^e r^lization of his life dream if he coS bri^the two races together.
^^^

At the time when the interview was gnmted&e rotunda of the old St Uwrence hST^
filled with his admirers. He was surroundedTyoung men full of ardour, idealists, many ofXm
^'"iT't.'^^ ''"P*^"' 0^ '^^^ things forScountry The hardened political cynk wm wabsent either, but there was a whirfof I^onae present and the future were enswathS Siradiant hope and when the Chieftain came Zw^to the rotunda-erect, with flashing eyes T
?rn/''V^*°"*^*=-

Many eyes wire ^^t-Se
H^Lf"'^^''"

"'^^'^^ ^ «^e^ breast He wmHfted shoulder-high by his adherents, of whZ
29
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1^^ T^ hundred, pmrnt. aU of vfaen h..

who would «v» tlie eountay. It wiilSi flS

The Liberal Chief all that day was foUowed hv
•dxninngcrowda. On being «SinJS of Si^5
^Jr^^ *^* l^"^ *•«« hadl^i^lS;?hun from time to time, he said that he read ewervw|.rd <rf that kind of writing. nTi^^ot^

bringmg about a better feelinir between ««^
IJ^t races "I love England^b^^*? ^Jmother of free nations, I look un trTh^hif
U^i- IJe apostle of frJr'l"JdSiro"h^o;SS t"" T"^ ««»"»ce. her high st^S
^^??!'1.*"^- Sheis.itmaybeTtriteSS

r^ RwSfl"^ ^"^ statesmen intensely-John Bright has been my mentor and idol mA at«>u«e, Gladstone, as the great apostte offr^dom. both itacally and poliS."
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wt«»tjr which 1MB now saved the workL TW

•eeing and world^»ving wwt ^

"I "hall be happy," he said, "for havin» left in

™iuai inteTMt <rf France and of England wastortwe should be united-flrst of all f^ our^
J»i»^K^«.7 Who implanted in my nund
^J^«JWy, ttjat sense of duly to whiA iTw
suS^ '^^•*'*****^^ It was that emto^?

wy—Sir wofnd L«irier. For he was in a hrft*,.

dliatoty character of Great Britaia:

SI
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So ttat. imbued with thow idea., on theZ^t

^iif^^ *^*. •** °'^«' <««»«» to admire."

«1 i' SI
'^°" ™^°« J*" campaign ofeduci!

x-nnce or Wales—later Edward VII—>m»4^o^

£veL\*' ^''^
J*^-

ofBu<S^"St2
pathetic stateBman, which Edward was m it n^
Aiced upon Monsieur Loubet S"

^" '* ^^
Wilfnd expressed in Paris in the si^^ ^fore a great assembly of notabilSS? ST'hJ^
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mony that exited between the two races in Can-»da; and in the following tenns he regretted thatthe iame cordiality did not yet exiat between thetwo Bhorea of the English channel :

"Onr English compatriots of Canada are frankly

Ll"'',^'
«^« brilliant Montcahn and 7eoTZ

race, bow with respect before the memory and

iT^f\?^'"'™!^°''«- "™«y be thai hew

Sl^^iS*"
«ouvemrs of old feuds have not lostaU aieir bitterness. But for us in Canada, of

colours of Prance and England-the tricolour and

S u'^. °' ^*- Georg^floated in triumph on
toe^heights of Alma, of Inkennan. and of ILi

arlTZ,«
w*"^r '**°«^- Other alliances

are mmunent. But may it oe permitted to a sonofFrance who ,8 at the same time a British sub-^ to salute those glorious days with a regretttat may find an echo in every generous soulonboth sides of the channel."

ilf^r^-^-- "l^
^^*'"°* ^"bet at a not-

able gathering m Paris after the coronation.
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another thought, not for you but foT^wtf «,Htocoui^le With that toMt,^th.t of S^J^'S

That wu not «U that attached air wiu^j *

w tendon once more in io<v7 «-« ,
">*u«i

fiin«fi». J us^ *""'' on* evenln* at a

diately after "£dITJette i^^ ^' *^"
AequieMteg he waa surprteed to hear th. n^

try^he^^tet
°' "^^^*«««« <rf «ce «,d conn-

wwonai and Canadian spirit and the subrenion



BMFIBE BUIUNNO.

tfce true ImperfaliBt, who ww thi« Empire u a
wjuntenr oonfedemtion of fne nation*. Any-
thing different and more centralised he ragaidadMa menace to this oountiy and to the Empire as
• free system. He left every man to his opinion.

In 1907, when the Imperial Conference of Prem-
iers was meeting in London, (Sir Wilfrid being

SmnLfn*"*"*""*^ PersonaUties). Sir Hmj?
Campbdl-BaMiennan was hesitating on the very

!r?? if' '^"°» ~"P'«*« etf-gwenmient

.^wl^-J^*,!^'^'^* P*^^' Particularly
Its high Tory wing, led by Lord Milner, and forti.
fl«d by powerful influences, was fighting hard
««Bto.t SUA a measure. It was an open secret
ttiat members of "C..B.V own Cabinet were not
overly enthusiastic about the proposal. Lord^b«riy, although practically in retirement, was
believed to be opposed, and had a powerful follow-ing among what was known as the Liberal Im-
P«riaUBt8 Mr. Asquith, Sir Edward Grey, and
Jfc HaWane sometime followers of Rosebeny,
although in CampbeU-Bannerman's Cabinet, wa«
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SIR WILFRID LAURiEB.

as though Sir Henry himself might wav»In the coume of his partidpatiof^n ZS.perwl Conference, CampbeU-Bannoman was bSff

aSar o^thTBri^S SftT^-"'^him the fulfflmeS in'Stj^Twht^herJ^
OTttenng of liberals to give his opinion uiS^wisdom of self^vemment for the Brl«

Sir Wilfrid, as those who £:Jt.^Xt sym-pathy with smaU nationalities everywWT«wd^ understand, readily accepted StSStir

adjjo win the loyalty and devoSrS^S:
Canadians, and toward the dose in a ^^T^

XjLtS^." "^^ ^'^^ -•-* " had

f«.^**'^ " ^^'^ *° '^^^e been the dedsive

S?ti;"inl"'""°^*
Campbell.Bam.er,^'^^

Asquith m the great tribute whidi he once pSd
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to his departed chief, signiflcantiy told how, after
a certain event. Sir Henry said that in regard to
hifl South African policy there would be "no sur-
render"; and there is little doubt as to the event
he had in mind. Not long ago, a writer in the
Manchester Guardian," in paying a tribute to
CampbeU-Bannerman, referred to the support
given him in regard to the Boers by an "overseas
statesman," but apart from such meagre notice.
Sir Wilfrid's noble part in this momentous drama
IS unknown to the world.

It is also known that in the possession of Sir
Wilfrid there were a number of letters and docu-
ments dealing with this matter—letters from
Graeral Botha, and CampbeU-Banneiman, and
oUiers-testifying to the great influence he exert-
ed m such a far-reaching stroke of statesmanship.

It is to be hoped that they will soon be given to
the world, if for no other reason than in justice to
one who, was at all times, a noble interpreter and
potent advocate of the blessings of human free-
dom.

Every once in a while during the past fifty
years or more some one comes along with a new
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Sr* ^ ««n«truct the Brittsh EnaHn madwhen each anSWtect fento his pl«a n«t SSJSh^ar^e, those who do r^ sSSrt" rt:r^

*^t is a proposition which not i siurle «m«^««taUvB of any of the Dondni^ i,^?!!i^

treaties tl» dee-A.a«on of maintenance S™Jfor the dectorat^n of war. and iSS?iS^
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rdatioos with foraJcn powen neeesaarily of the
mort ddicste character, wbicb ate mm in the
hands of th« Imperial GovenuncBt, aobjeet to ita
««pon»ibility to the In^erial Parliunent."
Mr. Asquith w«it on to say that the adieme

would be absolutely fatal to the present system of
"Ponaible foverament Sir Wilfrid Lawter .ma
therefore attacked for defendingr the Britiah eoor
stitution against a very grave daogw.

The "Manchester (England) Guardian" in its
Empire Number of March 20th„ 1917, had the fol-
lowing:—

"In Canada, again, so soon aa the causes of the
war were fully apprehended, all discussion of
Canadian obligations and of the limit of Canadian
liabilities to the Empire gave way before a pas-
sionate determination to lend all possible aid in
a just cause. The mind of Canada was weU ex-
pressed ia a speedi on the outbreak of war by
Sir Wilfrid Lawrier. leader of the Liberal Opposi-
tion, aad the gre»'«Bt aad mwt veaerabie figure
in Dominion statewnanship. Ilirougfaoat his car-
eer he had reaisted with the utmost of his power
and doquenoe a suggestions for a meohanical
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I'JS^,"^* "' *^* ^^'^ «e. and had the

<«r w ine mind of her people it would have been

dian* ?JiS? h^Sl- "-^o" Of the Cana-

that there is i„ r;; ^ let Great Britain know.

i!^rl f
'^^ " Christian gentleman -^en fol
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and a complete understanding of the points of
view of these two people. It was characteristic of
the man that he should always remember with
kindly feelings the influence and atmosphere of
the Scottish home where he lived for a period. It
was there that he got his first love for the tongue
of Shakespeare and Milton, and where he made
himself familiar with the struggles and achieve-
ments of Fox, Bright, Morley, Gladstone and
other great Liberal leaders.

No matter on what occasion or what his subject
might be, his audience was always sure to be
treated to some striking phrase or bit of imagery
that made a lasting impression. On his return
from Europe a few years ago, he urged the young
men of the Dominion in the words of Henry of
Navarre

: "To follow his White Plume and there
they would find honour." Again when speaking
of the Grand Trunk Pacific project he announced
that "it would roll back the map of Canada and
add depth to tha country."
The princeliness of his bearing was that which

impressed the British public most when he first
went to Great Britain in 1897, as a guest at Queen
Victoria's Diamond JubUee. Richard Harding
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^vis, who deaeribsd flut svsnt a« «ii _.

uunng tile Royal tour of 1901 ar^ «f ».-. /^_

« oauble, never sat mnM «m: •
*"""»" k oe

"uin, than on hi^^nJTSlZn^T^"^
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ST '^'", •!.'?
"*""' '" *^« P«="««r Quality ofhi«h Physi^ distinction, and that was ™scouStCnchton. afterwards the Earl of Erne

In so far as possible, Sir Wilfrid Laurier con-toed business to business hours. His habitsTd

Ztv^Tu^'^ ^^°^ «'«** °'«J«*. and afterbreakfast his private secretary woud vo to^Shbrary and the morning's maiTwouJd bt opSnSReplies would be dictated without d^y ?

"

pursuing this policy Sir Wilfrid left hSf fSto receive callers and transact othe?TusinSwhen he arrived at his office. Sir Wilfrid^S
ZvTv'"* "°* "^ ""^ " tharSved^ymany of his ministers. In his younger days hehad an extremely large personal'^eoXpoSni'
but the ^mg away of many of his early2
"^ei^'Sf

" co-iderably as years^'wLf^

arriv^»f t ^« ^"^^ M'^^^ter- he usuallyamved at his office at 10.30 a.m. Everyone in

S^r«^'^ ^L'
^"'"'^ «"'' his conSinJ%ure always attracted attention. OnceTSf

office there was usually a steady stream rfvisi^ors or deputations to be receiVed. Te deputetions were usually heard after appointoente h^J
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be«i arranged. In the afternoon the alien «.

WM sitting there waa fr ^quently a meetinl «/«/

ssr '^' '^'"" »^'ss .."s

tenguagee to notice the leaat e^rJn hia i5i?2
8f««r*'-- Sir Wilfrid alwayTSpSed „n ?

inP^t^K * ** "" *'"« "<> «»« same "fai«"

s^r.^i^x^i^^-\»^-ouidLi:^^n»*e was the proper Engliah
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WW* or vice vena. As a bflingual ontor it i«

M-Pranier Waddington of Pnmce, who n^ke

Brijt. William Ewart Gladrtone. Pitt. Earlof

Britiah 8tat«men, whose names m, brilSmS J.

ST'^"""^ °' *»»« »<** fasdnatinjrwiws«f the Empire's history. He would, in faTCcome so impregnated with EnglihHBxpwiS
manneri«™i that at the close of a loSrSTS
ttnctly marked. He was not always consistaat

S™ ^ T
"•
'?? ,**""*' •»» "P***" on the ex^cation of Louis Riel. the Remedial Bill, and oth^Wng amongst the most eloquent pka« of

^'
Commons Hansanl. Sir ChSles T^JTr. wh«sitting opposite the late leader dSr^ £
a?^°\^' "nendment to reject the Z,e<S
Bill, remarked to his desk-mate ftat if he had
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Uurier'. &dUty of .peech in the two offlcUl
tanguajTM of thi« country he would willingly mus-
riflce whatever reputation he pcaseiMd aa a pub-
lic man.

Sir WUfrid, it haa often been aaid, had the dia-
Unction of an old world aeigneur. Hia atature.
hia ir««uhu- but strong features, hia dome-like

ZT ' u"! ^' "^^^ «y"' W« benevolent

M ^ """J^S ^^ *°^ " **>• J"* -eigneur of
old French Canada. But about thia distinction
of hia there was nothing put on or afFectod. Hewaa above all things natural, and joined with thiawas a simplicity and a bonhomie easentiaUy Cana-dtanm Its lack of all starched frill.. He waa one^the easiat men to see at Ottawa. With him
Fed tape did not exist
Pomp and pretence, decoration and diaplay did

not app^l to this great Canadian. He hftd no
use for the sycophant, the bore or the grafter.
His clear eye, stately carriage, firmly com-

pressed hps and general demeanour revealed theborn leader of men. and in any gathering he stood
out m picturesque relie: 'rm Hume arwund him
like a Saul among his fellows. His digniikxl andcourUy bearing as he walked to his seatWttat
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Sfi
*''«„^<* Empire period. Like Ghulrtone,

Dlumeli and other great men, his dreM waa al-
waya distinctive without being obtrusive. At
«U tlmea he looked wery inch the type of a sUtea-n»n and a leader that appealed to the imagination
of a people. His great strength aa a leader lay

SiSir^"*ul'*f'?'*°*'"»™'*- Between Sir
Wilfrid and hia foUowen there subaisted ttie
moat intimate relations. To see him flit from seat
to seat in the House for a quiet chat with some
Liberal member was to discover one source of hia
marvelloua hold on the aifection of the Liberal
rank and file.

« '^V?* ««*««» "» debate or in converaa-
tionirith his coUeaguee, Sir Wilfrid generaUy
sprat his time reading. There were three books
Oiat had a singular fascination for him—the
Authorised Version of the Bible. Shakespeare's
plays, and the Encyclopaedia. Like all weat
orators. Sir Wilfrid drew freely from the Bible
for illustrations, and his speeches were replete
with passages whose imagery suggested the
subhme source of their inspiration. In the House
he stood in a class by himself aa a Parliamen-
tarian.
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Wliw about to ipMlt in the Houm h. »„^

»».iJ
"wivnei u rrom a connjiur tower H«

^^^^^^
««« w gwn an added emphaaia to hia

When annoyed little line wrinkle. »«.,m ^
j2;j^'<«*«cL oth,;^'Se"wrroft;

ita «^^ «lurrin«. waa penetrating, and ateI^^Jnto your •ttention by reaawi rf ItfPecuUwly blurred timbre. ItwMmi^^K
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•strunM of inflacUon. SometinM he would be
qul«Uy humoroui. Where he shone wu in re-
putee, for he w«a alwayi mentally alert and

Whether he apdn in EngliMb or in French, it
waa the aame Laurier, the orator of the "gnuid

S!rl ^ '"" '" 'P^*" <>' ^^ tyP«. Sir
Wilfrid waa a jtaat ntaater in the coining of apt
pomes that stick in the popular imagination.
For example, he once caUed Ottawa the "Washing-
ton of the North." Ever since then the label has

^.^^ And so, in a hundred other cases. Sir
WUfrid has given journalists and those that come
after him the necessary turn of thou^t, the
needful word. His "grand method" was simply
the outcome of his own nature-a nature at once
distinguished and noble. And consequently not
even his bitterest enemies ever charged him with
doing a "mean" or "shabby" thing. As soon as
you set eyes on him in the House you recognized
that there waa a man above buying or selling, a
man with a code of honour, a man with a dignity.
So his "grand" manner was but the visible and
outward sign of this.



SIR WILFRID LAURIER.

of^mpli^ents or a ahort. C^i^^/^^

n-uma was easily racinsr along at full soeedAnd in h.8 speech he had Gallic lucidity E^'thing served to strengthen his ai^ent' hIwonly appear^l to his auditors' r2^ but 2^2their emotions—and that «.«= TiT ®° *"

IK.PUIarity. I^rtd te ITt otbSrabf ^Cham, move and stir. And it In 1^ '^ *"

«»i8e eSaS; " """^ aPPearance could

ae^^iri^^SSTuiaTh^^^^fl* - -
his own tongue. IndeS. fe^f ttJ^I^"?!"
speaking representativThavrevfr !5f • ^*i"*-
vocabulary half as large asir ^'"""^ *° *
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Sir Wilfrid always looked his part. He was one
of those few public individuals, whose actual ap-
pearance did not disappoint you. The striking
face, with its broad, lofty forehead; its tuflfed
crown of white hair, its long, prominent nose, in-
dicative of dominance and power, its alignment of
chm and mouth sent your mind irresistibly back
to memories of other great statesmen. It was the
face of an aristocr&i, while the mind belonged to
the aristocracy of democracy. His eyes were set
wide apart and they gazed steadily out at you.
As a rule, his face was immobile, but when his
eyes half closed, it was quick to break into a
smile, the wrinkles running upward on his face
like little waves succeeding one another on a
beadi. When listening or following a debate. Sir
Wilfrid would lean forward with elbows rested
on his desk and one hand up to his ear to con-
vey the sound better.

As a rule, he wore a black frock coat with vest
the lapels lined with a white frill. His collar was
straight and high, while his tie was so big and
broad that you could not see his shiri;. It literally
dioked up the opening of his vest with its splen-
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t i

Strangers coming into the gaUery of the Houseof Commons for the first time always loS
toeUght It was his custom to enter tie House

J^ Z^*^t
before opening hour, and as he

Sn^Ti. «~'!**'°? "' Parliament on theway from his office to the Chamber it was fre-

S^7*fw* ^ ^*«°"y- H« ^ould passalong straight as a guardsman, serene, digiSSand quite unmoved.
'"Bumwi

In the Chamber he was much given to visiting.

SSte W.Ti^ '^\ '"•'"* '^^' i»"«««atelylJ
J«dteh«Parliamenfcay opponent. Sir RobeSBordai. he would move back among his m^ehumble supporters and spend hours in ea^S^veraation with ttem. He knew his „,e?^S^ually as none bat Sir John Macdonald ever

STu^ f«r^- f
'^"«-"^ '-•JoubtedlyW-much from his former great rival. There wer«
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little mannerisms and tricks of speech and ges-
tures that old-timers around Parliament declared
he got only from Sir John.
He loved to use that word "Grit," especially in

rural ridings, where he knew its eflfect on old-
time voters. And he took a sort of impish ddi^t
in always characterizing his political opponents
as 'Tories," rather than as Conservatives, or even
as Liberal-Conservatives. He knew that in the
minds of some of his hearers the use of the word
"Tory" would convey an idea of dass privilege and
opposition to democratic ideas and movements. It
was surprising, too, how he would adapt his utter-
ances to his audience. It might be the same
speech he had given elsewhere the day before, but
he knew that his audience would differ, and little
touches were added here and there that gave it
individuality and touched responsive chords in his
hearers. When stumping the country in an elec-
tion campaign his stories and illustrations were al-
ways simple. The historical comparisons and the
more subtle quotations were reserved for Parlia-
ment When he spoke in Woodstock in the elec-
tion of 1911, he told a story of an Irish friend of
his, a conductor on the Montreal-Quebec train, for
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J*on, he brought a black thorn trom I«l««j m

f.n!i^* !J*!I
'*"'™* ^ '^ thanks," aaid Sir Wll.

StuTbJi^'t'^;'' ''^r"^'
"May Hea^n

"Now rT;i J^'^
^'*'' ^ ^^^ '»"» ""t <rf it"

hJ'' AA^^. *•"* *"« ^'y fxeaven may be myb«i, added the Liberal C3hieftain %ut T Hw*think I am rine for it ™*
"~<«m. out X don't

-~ Mr. Oliver Wllcx, mmSL- ,„N»S^
«..»««» to hi. P«liC«,t^jSji'°™*;
'TOoW at tines convulM tt.*^

'«*«tinj tlut
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honorable friend, the leader of the liberal Oppo-
sition," and endeavour to convince Sir Wilfiid that
he was a hopeless political sinner. Sometimes af-
ter one of these encounters they would meet out-
side in the corridor and walk away arm in arm.

Speaking to a young newspaper friend, he said,
"Every young man ought to read the works of
Gibbon." He was enthusiastic, too, when he spoke
of Farkman's writings. "Read Parkman, and
you will be proud of both races in Canada," was
his comment.

There were dull houra in the House of Com-
mons when Sir Wilfrid had to remain on duty,
ready for any emergency. Hours that were tedi-
ous, or would have been tedious, but for his lit-

tle custom of sending to the Parliamentary Lib-
rary for the English dictionary. The House used
to smile when the page would come in with the
big volume and place it on Sir Wilfrid's desk. He
would open it at a certain page and then begin
to run down the columns carefully and slowly, add-
ing to his store of English words. Is it any won-
der that he possessed such command of the Eng-
lish tongue in public utterances? He rarely read
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anything but th« dictionarv in fh. u"OM. not even the ne^,^„^l^°!!f* °' Com-
evident that outrideTtt^^T' ''v*

" '^ ^«y
all the importanTJil*«f^ ''^'f^^f*

over
eral literature. ATZnt^,^ "^''^'^ *» «»-
on him the day aft^ afS^J u^"^^'

""^^ «"«»

<rf the DowafferXiJ ."*"'««"«ivalife

«<J perhaps. ^U^ZcS^^,^'^'^''^y'
someof thephllo«mhyrfth7?^? '^" ^'""^
his own situaKoT^^ °"*°* appHcable to

aJ^iw/"""*^*"**^ addresses he was -i.«apt in the use of ountjiK^^. "T . " always
twtions. Hehi^^*!j!Xt°li^''**'^^^«»-

^^His influencTamong W^S^''"*°'^*»''«n•
hislon^ParIiament^^!iS^T*''"'*"**o
to the grace and iS^t^' ''"* ^^ «ow
actual kindness. hH^ nl^" f*™"' ««» Wa
bnay to be Dolite nl^^, ^'^ "''"'»*• "ever too
most huTblff^'S'-.'fT* ,?^* "^*°»* ^

^-ed, if they kn.w o^t'e^' J^SSp^^;;
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existed between Sir Wilfrid and some of his op-
ponents on the opposite side of Parliament. He
was elusive in many ways, difficult to measure by
our accepted standards. For many years to come
the recollection of his personality has impressed
itself upon audiences and upon individuals in
every part of Canada will remain to keep his
memory green.

A member of Sir Wilfrid's last Cabinet, who,M a boy, greaUy admired his Chief, contributes
these reminiscences:

When Sir Wilfrid first became prominent it
was his custom, while Parliament was in session,
to go for a walk on Sunday afternoons, in the
winter, on the north side of Rideau Street, and
a number of boys, whose fathers were Liberals,
would hurry along Sussex Street, and crossing
over to the south side of Rideau Street, would
walk along that side in perfect decorum and hap-
piness as they watched the progress of the man
on the otiier side of the street, whose name was
heard more frequently than any other in their
heroes Sir Wilfrid's appearance and dress on
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ttoM Sunday afternoon, are stiU rememberedHe wore a fur cap of plucked otter, a^S^b coat, and always carried a cane ffifSS

• aimle. and his carriage was erect and dianlflS^
Henev^seemedtobeinahuny. UsS^o^eof hs Parliamentary coUeagues was Tttw™and It was a matter of much iSterJ^fori^e Sion the opposite side of the street to watdiTJdifferent ways in which Sir Wilfrid and hifco™Panion returned the salutes of paieiX n^"tea. to «y. the companion, no'^Cwhc^'t
m^tk.Z"'^ "f^ '° *^« comparisT

J^^J^l o ^.""^ y°"°« "«» ^° haunted the

&^Zt ^"^"^^^ d"ri°« the FranchS SeRiel, and tte Home Rule debates, Sir Wilfrid^
^y"iher^J^""^ ""^ '^^ n;ver-frillS cortoey. they took him stUl closer to their h^rteT^^n a m«norable night, in a later debate SS êt^h'^r"^

patronizing of an op^^'^S

58



PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS.

H« WM a gmt lover of birda. and on a beau-
tifal day in September, 1911, just prior to ad-
drening a great outdoor meeting, he was sitting
on a lawn with several friends. The weather was
unusually warm, and there were a number of
orioles, and other birds, flying about the grounds,
and, occasionally, singing in the trees. Sir Wil-
frid noticed them, and, taking off his hat, he laid
it on the grass, and, as if he had no cares or
thoui^ts in the world, except for the h(»ncly
things of nature, he told about the birds that used
to come each spring to the woods around Artha-
baskaville, and described minutely their plumage.
Tlien he recalled that from time to time certain
Unds of birds would disappear, and others would
come in their places, and that, after a lapse of a
few years, it was difficult to find any of the birds
with which he had been familiar when a young
man. His whole conversation indicated how close
to nature he must have been in his youth, and
how keen his powers of observation always were.

In the same way, he was an intense lover of
trees. He took great pride in the shade trees of
the city of Ottawa, and was always hurt when he
saw any of them mutilated or wantonly destroyed.

U'' i
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li.'**^'^**"*
'^*' condltloii. M they t^S.

1^' ^f*«'^''« *>«»»• «b«>rt)ed filth* rob-

ttat toe whole Dominion was not listening to him.RefMTing to Russia, he contrasted the condition
of the people there with the condition of the p^
£•*», «»• Uidtod States, and remarked thaJ^Baps the most extraordinary thing that had takengace within his life time was the effort p7od3
X^'T^JL"^ °' «*"<»«"» to the United

?^^.*^S^^"" °' *"»' »»« P°toted to toefact that, while it was toe custom for people, when

ill"^ r"* !"""' *« »«» «t the^leg^ pr^W m ti»e neighbouring Republic, toeTnS^
cans now had in Woodrow WUson a college pm-W for toeir President. He went onV^^be conditions in Russia, and deplored toe fa^

eiii^., ^''^' *^*"' '* '""^'^ »>« impossible toeffect a change, except in one of two ways, namely.

w«Sr—or by toe appearance of anotoer NapoleonThereupon a guest remarked toat, for tofX
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of «ndin» the worid war. it wia to be hoped that
•mother Napoleon would soon appear. Sir Wil-
frid made a slight gesture with his right hand,
and, shaking his hea;! said, "No, it is not time,
raere were 1,000 years between Caesar andraar emagne, and there were 800 years between
Charlemange and Napoleon. Yon see, it is not
yet toie for another Napoleon to appear." Could
•nyttdng be more graphic or concrete than this
ntpldly sketched picture?

In some respects, he was the most conservative
of men. For instance, he was very reluctant to
approve any changes in the rules or procedure
<rf Parliament He had found them sufficient forS^ '*" °*"'y '"^y y««"' "nd h« looked
up with a glance implying both surprise and a cei^
tata d^ree of opposition, when anyone proposed
a (^ange of any kind. Not that he would refuse
to discuss it. or withhold his approval because a«»c«Mwn of a suggestion of the kind usually
wound up by his saying, "Well. I will be guided
by whatever our friends may think."
Another indication of his conservative incUna-

tton in matters of dress may be pointed out
Those who have been familiar with him for yearn,
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S* *^^ who did not knoir him ptnoo.

b»vt nodoed that h« vmuHy wor. « .erf pin to

£l^*;?"r^**' Whll«itdecor.t«Ihl.
«•• of dlfcwnt eoioiir, it n«va- Mtmod out ofmet. Inthe«mewvhtn«v«rwow»ch«ln<m

£;!!fil!?^*^ ^* *»• «»««««l down to
tto end of hli dajra Even in the* Uttlo thlno
thoro WM proof of Mi balnt dlfftrmt f*wn oth«
own.

• • •

^f.^** "nhodlamt of Undneu. and hli
oouldaration for othon waa unfkillnff. Th«M
3f'£f5**'» n»nlf-ted thamaelvw ao natoi^
*^that th«sr were part and pared of the num.

SS^*'^!^?:: *^* *"''^*«' *^ •**» o' w«
character better than any other, waa told by Lady
Laarlar. Occaalonally, In later yean, an imim^ion would atiae in the hooaehold that aome of

..if!"*" ""^ "*** *tt«>tive to duty aa they

S%^^^ ** ""'•• • •«««tton waa made
that it might be well to apeak to them about acme

S^.^/**7^i'*'*'' *°^~^'« admonition

Z!!L«?^ **f?iv°
*^*' «'•»*<» enough to be awvant At other timea. diaappointment would
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VMd ttiiiiv. that had b«« provide -.r ^. JrZwm to WTive. If sir WUfH. U:.r<l t. beur

With, "W«U, after aU, that h ,,-. naturn! t>,
•wvanti are human like ocj el -es. • u wa^ thia

hi. UgfatnlnguUke ability to adapt hiir^lf :. Sy
ooeaaioa, no matter how auddenl> > ,vAt htuL
ttjjtmjrie him «,^flf««,t from oth«- m«,. ,S
wnatantijr Inereaaed the love felt for him by

^,^T^ fortunate enough to be brousfat
within the drele of hia daily Ufe.

^^

ffii marvelous memory and hi. grip upon the
Parliamentary proceeding, of ov .r fortTyeM.
wa. unociM^edly inrtanced in the Houwof^mon. on September 7th.. 1917 . Senate amend-
»«nt. in the Income tax bill were before theHouw^and toe point of order wa. nd«rf that the»ed Chamber could not amend a money biU.

«-. *^^!?" ^'*^' »"«' hnrriedly oonault-

S^cJ"h™ *Sr
found a caa. in M^i874. inwhich Hon. Alexander Maekenrie, then Premier,
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had moved to accept the Senate amendmcnta to
an act respecting the appropriation of certain
iJominion lands in Manitoba, stipulating that the
action should not be accepted as a precedent

"It so happens that I was a member of this
House at the time," said Sir Wilfrid, rising. "I
was, of course, a very young member then, but 1
have a recoUection of the debate that took place."
The veteran Liberal leader then recited in some
detail the debate of forty-three years ago. dif-
ferentiating between the land act then under dis-
cussion and the money biU now before the Houue.
Meantime the Speaker had sent for the an-i-mt
Hansard, and subsequently placed the record be-
fore the House. It was in exact accordance with
Sir Wilfrid's memories, and both sides of the
House paid its senior member the tribute of
hearty applause.

• • •

Many stories are told which Ulustmte tiie wide
range of his information and his remarkable
memoiy. On one occasion Sir Adolphe Chapleau,
who was a member for many years of successive
Conservative Cabinets, was relating his expert-
ence as a captain in the Union Army at the Battie
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ofAntietam. A Union battery had taken « por-
tion in a com field which masked its prewnce
from the Confederates.

"When the proper moment came," said Sir
Adolphe, "the order to fire was given by General

"You are, I think, mistaken," said Sir Wilfrid,
apologiaing for the interruption. "It was Gen-
eral

, who gave the order."

Sir Adolphe paused in amazement; then he
said:

—

"You are ri|*t. I was there, yet I had forgot-
tm. You were not there, yet you remember. I
wui tell,no more experiences."

At another time, in Paris, in 1897, Sir WUfrid
and other Canadians, who had visited England
for the JubUee of Queen Victoria, were being
conducted about the city. At the Arc de TriomphT
inscribed w<.th the names of the great victories
of the Napoleonic wars, an army officer underto<«
to give the dates of the different battles.

"Was it not 1800r asked Sir Wilfrid.
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"It wa«," repUed the officer, abeahed. "Evi-Ai^ we murt go to Canada to lean Fnneh

• • •

Sir Wilfrid Uurier in a very real aenw was^onately fond of children. He relaxed to
them, he loved them, and they loved him. Cbil-dwn seemed to get closer to "the Oiief' than any.
one else. There were times, in the stress of big
evento, when matters of policy were to be deter-

when Sir Wilfrid seemed to shut hiiaself behind

friends and lieutenants sought counsel from himthen wittout success. No premature intimations
were forthcoming. He became to all associated

Jw ,^ut »«<*«»^°ot a «iver-^f information.
One Irft his presence, having gone for guidtace,
with the conviction that he had laid bare b^
who^e mmd and thought at the delicate prompting

^ ?V1.^5' t"^"^
interrogations, but reatoiSJ

ttat the latter had communicated nothing

II « *?* *^® f' *•** '*>°« "^""^ '•ebate and Paiv-
luunentary embroglio, when the threat of clos-
ures was in the air and all the strategy of state-
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cr^ WM bdng brought into play by both parties,
a Liberal caucus waited anxiously one winter
»oniln» for the advent of the leader. News-
Papewnen who proceeded to the main entrance
e^«wly watching for his coming witnessed the
^ta««enarian spending the valuable moments
prodding in the snow with his walking-etick andeeking to locate a "lost mitt" of an all-alone baby
J^l, who was crying pathetically at her loss and
the cold. It was only when the missing mitten
was found and restored and the child had been
comforted that Sir Wilfrid turned his attention
to the waitmg caucus and the problems of tiie
moment.
Those who acccnnpanied the then Prime Min-

ister on his memorable tour of the West in the
»umm«- of 1910 will never forget an incident
while he was speaking at Edmonton. So greatwas the crowd that had assembled in Alberta's
capital that hot August afternoon to hear his mes-««B that all attempts to hold an indoor meeting
were abandoned. Sir Wilfrid spoke from a bat
cony at the central comer of the main thorough-are and windows, balconies and streets were
peopled with spectators. Suddenly, in the midst
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of his speech he paused, and sasing over the seeth.
Jng mass of humanity, pointed to one of theuppM- windows in a block diagonally opposite to
the balcony from which he spoke. A midget was

T^J^f *" ""* ^^^' »^n«ing her feet over
the stoeet far below. Anxiously he inquix«i: "Is
that little one safe?" Amid all the display andacdam, Sir Wilfrid's eyes were on the child in
danger.

wS^^^i^^l^. charming revelations of SirWilfnds ttiought for children and his under-
standing of them occurred on the same tour dur-

n'S^n*J*S •I'tf*^*^"?
** " temporary stand builtupon a Mamtoba prairie. An eight-year-old maid

S^iIiSlf^' •'^^ *^* P"''"«» «' oW, afar off.She looked on with wide, wondering eyes whilea more fortunate little lady, in ^uffy, S!boned spotl^s daintiness so dear to all dauS-

man a beautiful bouquet of itwes. She had seen

self from the cheering crowd. She strayed to aspot on the prairie where she knew th«r irwwShe gathered them herself, a litol S^JS
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bunch of wild weed bloMoma. Then ahe ed«dh« way back through the throng. She had al-m«t«ached him as he wb« moving on. when abadged committeeman stopped her, and taking

Jf? u
** »"''* °' ^'^ ***<*«* P™t «ire88 ttrust

her back. Tears sprang to her eyes.
For Ml instant the procession wavered. There

7!^jJ"f^.^ .^* "°"- S'"- Wilfrid turned.
Unwittingly aie little one found henielf ahnost
confrontang him. Feverishly now she sought to•qirim back into the oblivion of the crowd bS
tt«^i«^*''*-

H« «tePP«l toward her. andthe committeeman released his hold.

, "''^*".L? *°*^ *°°"«^ *o ™ean thope flowersforme. htUe girir he asked with a smiled
thrast them toward him now half-frightened

he^^rSr**"- *°J**^^- H«ki««dher. Thenhe drew a apng from the bunch and fastenedrtupon the lapel of his coat And w^Segreat man mounted his car and waved his hat to

SlZ. ^^ ''*'' ^^ "P°° * ^*ded wild weedblossom still drooping on his breast.
Sir Wilfrid never lost a chance to "make up" to
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ttia Uttle folk. He traveUed on the flnt puwD.
Fort WilJiam to Winnipeg, when ooniSuSE J«"

•«« at work «nd the prinKt^
hin!L ' ^ ~"°'^ """^^ the workmen to behouaed m log and frame shanties along Se iint

2^^ * "»«ri«ble interest in theS,^ S-
Sl7iS,5*^ ««f>Panied their pioneer pai^
dvi^S^ "?? picturesque outposts of SSJ
SS^^^T" «« ^ *»»« earliest riser rZ
as to whether he had lost his way in an^riv

So^"??
''f^.through the bJH^^'-Z TeeTZ

MoiLa;.ne*ts";SS?« JHStsi
Sn^J^rhTSiLr-""^''"^-^^^^
Hu^lliJf^ t^ *^" ^*y «» a switch nearHumboldt a boy mounted the step. witTa ntj
S^'Li^TJS!^'* «pWnerSat hfwaZto take his >it picture of "Mister Laurier " Afej moments later the tall fi^iL""^^!!^
I«ti«,tly on the track till the juvenile^SS
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gr^Awr "got it right" The Uttle feUow •ecarad
flntJund what scores of oomspondentB and local
photognphen had for weeks been struggUng
with crowds and erecting pedestals to obtain.
The devotion of the habitant of rural Quebec

to Sir Wilfrid Laurier was well illustrated by an
incident during the campaign of 1911. The Lib-
eral leader was leaving Bonaventure station, in
Montreal, very early one morning to proceed, via
Coteau, to accept the nomination for Soulanges.
At the station he passed a little girl, the dau^-
ter of a basket-laden woman, on her way to mar-
ket He stopped to pat the diild's head and ex-
change a greeting.

"Qui est l-hommer* (•'Who is the manD
asked the astonished mother of a bystander.

"Sir Wilfrid Laurier," replied one of the group
of newspapermen nearby.

The woman's face was a picture. "En v&it*?"
("Indeed, trulyD she persisted, turning from
one to another for confirmation.

When she was convinced she ran after the de-
parting figure and stroked the sleeves of his coat
as if it were something holy. Sir Wilfrid turned
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HI* love of chlldr®. v-j verv •!««.-. «_

Au»». One evening he ut down to dinner Md

SJaSS^'k'^- N«t day the littleS«S

^^nightl ht rs^,,'^,,S'm;hehad come up from dinner to kiw her «Sdn.«ht .nd speak to her befo« she w" t to S^.
• • •

ten, „T°
'''"' "^"^^ ^^''« '«>m time to timeWis of an unexpected interview with Sir WilftSWord wa« brought to him that the LiSLTchS'tam wished to see him tiT- ^ ^°*™ Vbiet-

torjr maybe tofcn« ^" ^® remainder of the

Tk-^ «» tMd in his own words:—
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welcwM WM ao aimple and kindly that I fait at
J«^t onc^ and fit a. If w. iS JSJU^
2?!!?^. ^.* ""^ '^ Jwi been, for I had ad-

S? '^^w?"
I J-d flnt seen him onTpjl

2r °'^*?^'^ '^*" •*»• The«!quainW
*£;^ •* '««* «»nplete on my Bide!^liSrSJI blew him very thorough'v. and hia welcome

::i'z^ *^* "•'^^"^ »' »•»«^
at^*?.^"!! il'.S^'* "*"* »• '«> "ot only

«m!^J« f^^-JT***"* *** """"ed M old-

^hv ^ u ^ "*"*** ny time a. a drama^mbc^ and hadjeamed to notice Oie little^ketieJ^whidi an actor achieves his affects. Nowld!
Jul ?Ss*°mS: '" ''""''' «" bein^rLJi
Sn«„^ ^^ "^^ spontaneous and merely

iXolSa^ "*" """ -o'*^^ o' bS:

ff»te fire was bummsr. After a most cordial^wetmar. m which he referred to some of mTaJ.

?r,S'h7m t'"^''^™'^ •>» -««°tio7a!SPleased him. he motioned me to a chair and when
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Ib«d •ted mywlf he Mt down b«rid« me. While
RMidiiit he towered over me in heii^t, but to mr
mrprkt, nhta he Mt down I wm looking down
into hie eftmeet. attentive face. I inatantly no-
ticed tiwt the dwir on n^ich he eat was eeveral
inches lower than the one on which I ut TTie^^<* ''• *• •PP«««t that althou^ I did
not betray the fact that I had noticed it, it made
2*^^ "i"^

for 'anything else of the same
iBnd that mii^t happen. For over an hour we
engaged in a most animated oonvetsation. I had
information whldi he wanted, and by his shrvwd
Viestions, but even more by his absorbed atten-
tion, which never wavered, he made me tell every-
thing I knew about the subject in hand.

,..^^^1^1^^ ^ "^* with him I could
not help feeling his magnetic personality His
wonderful gradousness and flattering attention to
every word 1 spoke made me realize that he wasmon compeUing and captivating when met pri-vat^ ™«° ^^a "een on the platform. No out-
burst of eloquence could surpass the delightful
pwBuasiveness of his ordinary conversation.

Finally, he rose as if some thou^t had sudden-
ly occurred to Wm. He walked over to the open
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««JplMe, and rtood with hi. back to me for . few

SSk • '^.'^ •**"»« «d "tood erect iS
SSfS^*^""" than mortal. StondinJ

Cd L^.*°Kr ^' ""^ *b«,rbed in pr^found thought, but presently he turned and hia
whote»«merhadch«ured. InatinctivVly Ilame

JZfZ'J^'^' ' **^* ' ^""t to Jraow is what

t^Tl^^v'^ ^°" '"'^ *» ^^' *" «>« «>»-

•u^'ngr"*™"*^ "I never thought of

I^i;,S!ii'^r**T'*?"** <" '*•" «''J Sir Wilfrid.I ppoterted that I had no political exoerien^

SJZ^^f'^'^. con?;.ion uiSrS
»?pouSS^il **^''^ ^ *^« * P""ic part

Iv^r"^'**."* *° "P**'' somewhat intimate-ly of my personal affairs, and to make it dl«r to
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SIR WILFRID LAURIER.

hun that it wm impossible for me to chanse the
whole current of my Ufe and take part in politics.My etplanations convinced him. and the subjectwas dropped.

"""joc*

™I?^*^ ^ u'^ ^^^^y °°''«* ^y *»»« compliment
unphed by his request, the dramatic critic was
still alert at the back of my head and chuckling

'"-u"''?^
appreciation. The scene had been

7^'^''^^°^''^^^^ Cardinal Richelieu
cou^d not have surpassed him. As a matter of

the Cardinal," and have used the title when
speaking of him to intimate friends.
Though I had other interviews with him. none

1 r!,!?'Jf"^
*^* ^* ^" *»»« ««l""ite atten-

tion to detail m the stage setting-the low chair,
tte opOT fireplace and the turning towards meWitt mflmte suavity and appeal to make his re-
quest.

But I do not wish to leave the impression that
''l^f^^^^oualy an actor. He naturally made
use of his surroundings for dnunatic effect Itwas not so much that he put on a grand mamier
as that It was impossible for him ever to lay it
off. It was part of tiie man-
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The same man also said:—

ened^tS! fj^**
""* interviews I enjoyed strength-ened the impression of the "Cardinal." Ontte

triumphal tour which raised such high hope be-

in his home. He received me in his study on thesecond floor. He had just been takingiZ,^

He had on a dressing gown of which I rmeS
Si«*^:jrrS"^*^*«''"'-«''^-"^
The "Cardinal" received me with his eu-fe,™ary^ciousn and for an hT^rSZthe chances of the campaign Whm t «!. i

ing him he foUowed meTtke ^p^f tTsi?™
"i^ty'^tlST"

*""*• ''^ «''«^' -^i^^piSSS KisTt^^X'^ outstandingX^e-

ou^T "* ''''"*^' *""* I ^U not be didion-

7T
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SIR WILFRID LAURIER.

dress hisses came from the audience when he men-

Sir WUfnd exclamied. rebukingly. "How dare a^man Inss when another has the courage of hisconvictions? I do not find fault with tiie paneJbecause it does not agree with me. We LiKhave^our differences, but Oiat fact does notSy
• • •

Mention has been made of a certain similarity

?trS^fJh''*"T.^""«' '-^ GladJton?"^
IB true that the great English Liberal was bom to

^S^T"^^^-^^^ magnificent intelleJSiS
g^fte were enhanced by all that wealth and cul-

E^rLT '^ ? *° "^'^ """^ P"P«« perhaps *elargest mmd ever devoted to the service rf Se
l!S K-""*

P^'-'^e^tenr government beganFrom his earliest years he had consorted with
world-figures-with men who were p^ng

^
great part on the great stage of the worS Hewas admirably trained and equipped at al pointeto play the part of the publicman!^

^
I
^'?i''"^"'"'JLaurier it was otherwise Hetodced the adventitious aids of forturSd sS!tion which smoothed the path of Gladstone m.
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S.tion n^Tv^ Premier, with the solitaiyexception of Disraeli. The two great LibeiS^

S^ ^^''i
fi°« """mers. and, in the cLi rfboth their fine mannera were the ouhJaS^L?visib e sign of minds that were nirelyZ Cm spite of this strain of conservS KA ^ '

men imbued through and thS rth^^sSof genuine Li^ ralism. The life nf I^^f * '^l"*
last and latest momeni. w«\tfe1f^;^

'"

nf T*.il"',™'^'"^ **> »«* »'0"n<l» to the growth

J.?^ T -k! °f*i°"-
'^'»« ^J^" ^o»W seek to S-duce Liberal doctrines to formulae, to^mnrSttiem into a creed, and who would Uyr^SrSthe Liberal faith, the whole Libeml faith andnothing but this is the Liberal faith." £ve 'sm^fl

That function is to keep abreast of the times, to
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SIR WILFRID LAURIER.

^ 'iJ^v!ZVt *";»."""* °' "^^ «»«. and to

with W. h t *!f
"** PTOblenu of the times

years, but young in heart >,» hoT ° "
able fflith i« irfi! T^^' °® "*^ ®° unquestion-

anH M • u-^^^
*'^""'^*y °^ «»« New Democmey

own way. Not long ago, speaking of the fuller
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life for the people which might be expected ««

Zt^. iL*,^".'"PP'«'' England for them^
which was ever nearest his own heart. hTJSthat aU over the world the People's Day w«fLt^ing. He saw it and was glad

"'"'^'^**'^-

That Sir Wilfrid Laurier was a great and will

SS^^l""''"'
"'" "^ *° u7ZuestioS>le

r^nS ^'."^ ^/^ °^ ™*terial prosperity that

aUkenfl^,«^*'"***^°°«"t« the realmaU^e of legislation and of administration it isbeside our present purpose to dwell. Thes^thln^

^r Jr^° raperiahable part, of the history^

SliTc^;- ^"* ^' ^^ ""«*• infinitely ^a!
sense of the digmty of nationhood. His effortwere often frustrated by the scZes ol sSSm^, with their appeals to racial prejudi^njrehpous intolerance. But he hiise ? steidTlystrove to weld the Canadian people into onfff
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njoniouB whole. He certainly did not live to Mettie «»Mumm«tion of his work in this re^rt

n„!I?fr' •"* "^y ^' *^« successor to Lauriermust take no smaller view than this aJSto classes, to interests, and to sectioS-wKerto farmers, to labour, to the nunuS^«A ^J

KtothrcirseSnJSe^Se^----

:;«L^rr^";---n£^^
firmtest endowments. He had^irblv fli
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dowments, and his gestures of hands and bodywere m perfect sympathy with the thoughtThe

Sfli • ??.^- !*'"'* "" *^" ^«« « finely cul.

SrJ~„*!j'?' """f.
^'^'^ *^" «««>» ^'"' a burn-ing French-Canadian soul that added waimth to

in « ri^' F''*
'*'*'°° ""^ «««*"« and fire,

onp ^Jf ™ 'r°T " """^'y "P^*^"* standpoint

his tune. But there was more even than this.

h«rf i
'^ * wonderfully sympathetic

fteart. a keen appreciation of the human qualities

Z^'!^^ '°''^^^ ""'^ '^" °^ Pe"«nal »«?-

?nn„T'
*•"?'!!'" « winsomeness that bound his

followers to him as with hoops of steel
• • *

He did not ignore tho material side of nation-
building HP realized the importance of the coun-
fay-s natural resources and the necessity for in-
dustrial development; but it was of the very
nature of the man that he should think most ofthe happmess of the people. He saw in Canada
tiie opportunity for a wonderful experiment in
nabon-making. He realized that wealth and
prosperity and national glory are not everything.
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SIR WILFRID LAURIER.

ought to break do!^ SI ^ *
J'"''^-

^e

races *ndleei SS wS^miSn,"' f''*"°*on terns ofh«mC-Xd"j5f 'i^!
^'^

tot people rather thJT*^^ . "^ '^'^e W"
he.si^cted^'Jrov?^^;,:?^^^^^^^^ -«»
in Canada evei- Art«.«4..J^

i«urn. No man

spontaneous disnlav of n«J„« i^^.. °^ "^^ *•»«

death called forST^lidlT^ W^^'h'^S'*
'^»

pie. not for any «mt SlnTi, Tl"'^ ** P«°-

ratherbecau«rS^he^ ^' "^^ ''•'°«' »»"*

i-vero^i^S^lTde^S' *^* ^""'^ •*<>"'<•

ments with old-wowr#™ j ^ ™" entangle-

history and t^Kn ^e. S^ ?' ^»"P««
sphere of war and strife. cS^^J*^ ?° *° **"o-
We he would have JaJeS cSff f '* ""^ ^'^
ence of this oKrKrit"*^ f"" .*^« »«»-
participation in the ^^^JysS^^IS^A^^:
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«n w»r. He wm thinking of Can*d« and the

out he uw that it wu a struggle to the death be-tween civilization and barbarism, and hJdi^nT;
ftesitate for a moment as to Canada's duty Buthe was not prepared to go to the longth of sup-
porting con«:ription. To him conscription mea^

Stodit"'
^'^'^ militarism as he

• • •

The Canadian nation stood grief-stricken
around ttat august bier. The herx, of so maSy J
gallant fight had succumbed to Death, the laat«^t «.«ny of 11-and even that en;,^ c^eto him like a friend.

"When a great man dies.
For years beyond cur ken,

Tlie light he leaves behind him lien
Aiong the paths of men."

So it wiU be with Sir Wilfrid Lamier. In-
tnnaically and essentially he was a great man—
«reat m natural gifts, great in t 3ion, great in
heart, great in soul, and "as the greatest only are,
fa his simphcity sublime." Great men, it has be«m
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SIR WILFRID LAURIER.

^m.'f} "I "u^*
«™'* •nountaln^ One cannotftjly judge of their ««1 grandeur at close^^ It may well be that we shall have to fc.tiJSS•«ne distance of time between Sir WltfSdLauner and oumlves before we can gaum wShanything approximating to adequacy.^ow muS•^bigger man he was than any^f his'cSSLSlii

all'^'' P«r*if7"
"*^' *"**"* ^^' 0' themall. Forty odd years of strenuous public lulbrought no slackening in the vigour of mind S

stood. There is an elixir of perpetual youth in agood cause end in a good fight

elatton*J«/"''*"''°'^
**» "««* ""«««» withoutetatton and reverse without discouragement "hesaid to his followers in Parliament in May 1914in acknowledging their testimonial to htai on ie

aftip m the House of Commons. The "father of
Parliament," in point of length of serjje L inpoint of ripe judgment, oiXrical Sees anSpubHc experience, he ren.ained, in OpSsSon mm power, an optimist and an unflagging worie"
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Durinsr the fifteen years of his Premiership Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, with the exception of his Imper-
ial Conference trips and his western tour of 1910,
and during election campaigms, was scarcely ever
away from his post at the Capital. As leader of
His Majesty's Loyal Opposition he was daily in
his office attending to a large correspondence,
looking after the details of party organization,
receiving many callers who sought advice or as-
sistance, and keeping abreast, through books and
periodicals, of all national problems and worid
movements.
For half a century Wilfrid Laurier fought the

battles of Canadian democracy—for responsible
government, for social justice, for equality of
opportunity, for freedom for the common people
—the ordinary, everyday folk—in the age-long
fljftt between entrenched and aggressive self-
interest and altruistic common interest.
"The happiness of the masses of the people is

the underlying consideration of government," he
said to the students of the University of Toronto,
in an address ir December, 1918.
And in the poMcies which he advocated there

was proof of his sincere belief in the ideal of
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»»veniinent he thus stated. He led the fight for
tte revuion of the tariff downward, w that
greedjr in«, might be prevented from taking un.

£«.!%" *^!i'
'«>'o^-™«>. »o that com-

bines and corporations should be curbed whenttey attanpted "to fix prices one way to theTiSducer and another way to the consumer ••

Addressing a great gathering of new foreign
settla, m weston Canada as Premier, in welcoSing them and bidding them partake of tlie advan-
tages of British citizenship, he feelingly and sig-
nifiamtly alluded to this step in his career.

.«ii ! "TJ^f *° ^^ '*°*" «'d he. "as an ex-

^^^ °^ the breadth and freedom of BritS ta-statubons. It IS an Ulustration of that thing udot

English blood. My anc«,tors were of the French

Farliament of Canada, irrespective of the bloodn my vems. Twenty-two years ago I t«)k tteteadership of the Liberal pariy. Fri^i^eto
^! ff ^J:

^'*^*'" "ti^ment and offered mettel«jd«ship. I hesitated. I told thaTSa?;

the »ce of the minority, worshipping Witt^
88
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minority, should accept it. In reply they told me
that the Liberal party knew neither race nor
creed. They said: "Whoever is worthy of our
land is wortiiy of our leadership.' And I accepted.

"The race is open to all. Any man may cnne
to this land who is willing to work. It matters
not who his father was or from what land he
came, or at what altar he bows, he can aspire to
the best and the hit^est this land has to offer.

Whateveir a Briton-bom can claim he may claim.
British institutions know no difference what-
ever."

* • •

He had great differences to reconcile, and he
had more especially to meet and overcome the pre-
sumptions which would naturally bar the way to
leadership and popularity in the case of a public
man whose native tongue was French, but who
aspired to rule a community predominantly Eng-
lidi in blood and speech.

It is a tribute to the greatness of his character
and to his memory to reflect that even in Opposi-
tion he was the great outstanding figure in the
political life of tiie country. He did not need of-
fice to do&e himself witli the dignity that came



Sra \WLFHD LAUEIEE.

* * *

wheJEdwardBlak"iVu?; «''™l ^«'^'
for a young man offZi ^' ^® '"^"^"^ «»«*

and a Lmn^^^hl ?^^°*^:^^'^'^«n extraction

bediffi^-rStt^a^Sf^l^^^^^^
not a few of the Liberals fit a- .

^ "^y-

suflfer.
"°*^ °° '^**« who would

When he took office in IMR r.«—

i

state of business steZtion ^Z^""^ '" "
cloMd, thousands of mit

Factones were

»t«eteforIa,5?;rwSrka„dtrr T*^"* *^«»CK oi work, and thousands more were
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fleeing to the United States as from a nestilpno-S ^i**^'",
-«« kept bus?Sn/oEiS tothose who could pay for none, and it is a farttiia?

m3* .**"»^^ ,*^* '^^^^ °^er the country wasniagical. People took new heart. FactoriL^

«i^r^ ""''*'**'»atter of history how hi«

in the eyes*?fZ world
"^^ " '^*'°"

Sir Wilfrid was an optimist. In victorv nr A^fea^he never lost sight of his goal "ntS^ "e4"gave up. However, his opponents professed to
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Joubt his loyalty, they h«l no reawn to doubt itMuch nuBr«prwentation of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
•poee over his action in connection with the BoerTOT. Yet it IS to be remembered that he was the
first Canadian Premier to send a Canadian con-tangent abroad to help the mother countiy^^
.common enmy. On this occasion the L^donTto«sa,d: Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the FrenchTman Cathohc Premier, of a self^joveming federa-

S;J° J"""'"^
^'^**'* Protestants are in the mal

jonty, has expressed more faithfully and more

SiL^nfT "*"*""?"" ^^°^ "poke" yet. the

S'Ti/ *^* °^'' ™P*^' patriotism fostoradmto self-consciousness by the South African wwv
• • •

„'iv*^i^*"".*^''* ^^"^ "^^^ys rcccgDized the

r^.« f" " * C«»*«J^ requests the re-
publication of some words of the Liberal chief-
tain durmg his last appearance in London, stilts

i*V J°^ °P'°'°" ^^y ^'^ rank with someof the utterances of Lincoln and Gladstone:
As for you who stand tosiay on the threshold

01 uie. . . . I shall remind you tiiat many
problems nse before you: problems of race divis-
ion. problems of creed differences, problems of
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purpose, in^^^ ^Ti^^J!!'^ ''*"?'

defeat, be so to livrso te .L ' 1.**"^ "^ '"

to do your part ter^J^y^7'^I° *° »«^« «•

• * •
"fa the thirty years that I have l«i !.- t tu ,

^^^osr'zie^/jrf'^^^^^^
or that. Sr OTiSSl f °u*^*'"'

°" *» <I"««tion

"n«y.
Anereisacnsia,andweimist
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flght on as fought the pioneen of the early days
in Canada, the strong, stern men who kept in
sight their goal of Canada's best interests against
all difficulties and obstacles. Let our motto be
the same as theirs—'Fortitude in Distress.' There
are breakers ahead, but we shaU reach the shore
If we flfi^t on. We can bring to pass in Canada
what was prophesied by a distinguished Ameri-
ran once—that the twentieth century would be
the century of Canada,"—Sir W'IfHd Laurier at
Winnipeg, December, 1917.

• •

The coronation of King Edward in 1902 was
taken advantage of to hold another imperial con-
ference, when the question of imperial defence
came up. Prior to leaving England Sir Wilfrid
discussed the invitati<Mi in the House. "If it is
intended simply to discuss vbat T»rt Canada is
prepared to take in her own defence," he said,
what share of the burden must fall upon us as

being responsible for the safety of our own land,
certainly we are always prepared to discuss that
subject But Oiere is a school abroad, there is a
school m England and in Canada, a school which
is perhaps represented on the floor of this parlia-
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?En^^' ''^.*** " *^« *="»• «"<> Wight

-uch ^.. '
•" ""* ""'^^ *° ^'lo"* any

This w« the traditional attitude of Sir John A
8t2°SJd?l*^* °i!"

^'^"^ ^PP- in^tifespeech made at Quebec in 1900. Sir Wilfrid

• • •

.

Many doquent tributes have been paid to him

faful tnbutejduch Sir Wilfrid paid to the lateSir John Macdonald, when he passed awS^»tyH,,ght years ago. Speaking f^SsKmRu-hament on that occasion, he said-
•The place of Sir John Macdonald in this coun-

mpossible to conceive that the political life ofau« country, the fate of this country, can LS-
™v ™!;*^r*

"^ ^"^ overwh^lS F?r^ part, I say, with all truth, that his loss over-whehns me, and it also overwhehns this Parlia-

W^Vl '• ""^^ °°* °' ">« institutions of theland had given way. Sir John now belongs to the
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»S». and it can be said with certainty that the
career which has just closed is one of the most
remarkable careers of this century. It would be
prematare at this time to attempt to fix or anfid-
pate what wIU be the Ihial judgment of Kistonr
upon Um; but then, were in his career and in l2
life features so prominent and so conspicuous that
already thqr shine with a glow which time caZt
aitM-, which, even now appear before the eye.

think it can be asserted that for the supreme actof governing men Sir John ICacdonald was gifted

^Z^ZuJ^J^^ or in any age were gifted
-gifted wito aie highest of all qua.'itieB, qualitieswhich would have made him famous wherever
exercised, and which would have shone aU the

ST^rf?'*^**""^ *^* ^*^' *»>« theatre. The
fact that he would congregate together elements
the most heterogeneous and blend them into onecompact party, and to the end of his life keenthmi steadily under his hand, is perhaps alto-
gether unprecedented. The fact that during all
those years he retained unimpaired not only the
confldenw but the devotion-the ardent devotion
--and affection of his party, is evidence that be-
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^ftt. «,«] which win and keep the lL?S7t

^*J^ ^ teneimlly admitted that 3ir Wilfrid'-g«eful word., .poken in nrfe«n« to toe^J
Cj»»v.«ve^,e.der. a« .ingularfy appSIblTt*

• • •

"K there is anything to which I have devnt-n

Zn^^V "fe. it is to try to pSni,to unit J^

rZo^^S" ^^'™°<'««'°<»«>ertme.theycan

Who+^r^ aeviate from that hne of policyWhatever may be the consequences, whether 1^
I fSl??'T'~" ?' P«P"l«ity. or loss of pow^If^ that I am in the right, and I knowCltone will come when every man will render mefuJjusttce on that 8core."_March 18th., 1900.

1 clam, this for the Liberal Gov^cnt thatwe have endeavoured to cany on the^cy ofSScountor -o a. to make CanS» a naL":!!^t^
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within the Briti.h Empire-A nation great in the.yes of the world. For my part, I want to see herknds occupied, her mines developed, her forests
cleared, her fisheries exploited, her cities growing,
her population increasing, but above all, I want tosee our people united.

"I do not know whether my political career or

7ZT^\
"fe shaU be short or long, but whether

short or long. I chensh the hope that I shall have
so lived that when deposited in my grave, every
Canadian, be he friend or foe. be JT EngS
nlf^^lf

u"'" ^*''^«*-«Peaking Protestant or Cath-
olic, will have to say

:

i,fl""i®^
"**1 ""^ "^^^ ^^ «^^«n the best of his

people. Bowmanville, October, 1899.

* * •

"Even those who on principle do not believe inwar, admit that this was a just war and that rthad to be fought That union of hearts which
exists in the United Kingdom exists also in Can!

^.',ti,"'A?"'*'"'t'*' V
^^"^ ^^^*"<*' y^' even inSouth Afnca-^uth Africa rent by war less thantwenty years ago, but now united under the bless-
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SL??**^ inatitutioM, with «U. Britldi «.aDutdi together, standing ready to shed their
blood for the common cauae. Sir. there ia in thisthe inapiration and the hope that from thia painfulw«. the Britiah Empire may emerge withTZ
bond of union, the pride of all ita dtiaena, and abidng hght to aU other nationa." AuguaimiJ

• • •

in "Lf •J^'f^^o' «»e Engliah aehooL I believe
in that achod, which has all alonjr claimed that

„w S!
P"^*?« °' "ll ""Wecta, whether high orlow, whether nch or poor, whether eccleaiaatiea

ZiS^f\ ^ participate in the adminiatmtion ofpubhc affairs, to discuss, to influence, to penuadcL

S«T2!'°t::'"'*.'^'^'*^ '^^-y- deniedeven totoe ^est the nght to dictate even to the lowest,but Protestants as weU. and I must give an account of my stewardship to all classes. Here am
I. a Roman Catholic of French extniction. entruat-

m«^Jf*
confidence of the men who sit aroundme with great and important duties under our

constitutional system of government. I am heretoe admowledgcd leader of a great par^Z!
posed of Roman Catholics and Pix)testantraa wS
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tton. that I «„ tolJ.lK?S^Sf • '***;

ssr«rrpStSL'fSeS„:s %t-^

«d tole«tion." H.n«rd.M.rch8^fS?""

• * •
'U upon my death bed, I could uv th^* !. ..to my efforts, one aolitar^ error h?J'i^

*'**°*'

a .ingle prejudice ha?K^S«S*rtlJmy sheer exertion race hatred h.^^!!!/' * ^^
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^^f?'^'*^^* «»^«««» •»«« •MttTMC that
mjr Ufa had not been lived in v»ln."

Sir Wilfrid Uurier waa a true Canadian, a cnat

S^v^TT*^!'^ ®*^*" It waa to contrive ahappy, a United Canada. "You are awan.." he

18M %hil .t"?r*
P««*,'>«"^«^ »t Quebec in18M, that in the eleventh century certain men

started out from Normandy, Anjou, Brittany, andAnjjuleme to capture England. Duke William
of Normandy waa their leader, and our present
•oyereign is the last scion of a royalWtSt
4rt-back to William the ConquiSr."?n^e•teteenth century men started from the same pro-^ce of Normandy. Anjou, Brittany and Angou-
l«ne to coloniM the fertile lands on the banfaof
the St Lawrence. In the next century the men

~w ^ "1***" "'' J'"" """^ ^hat hap.
peneu. WeU, » it not permissible to hope thata day ^11 come, when, imitead of facing each otheron hostile purpose intent, the men of the two
countries, the descendants of the Britons, Angev-ms and Normans, who invaded England inthe
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S^"*m""*^' "^ ^'^ descendants of the An-
Jjvina, Normana. and BritonB, who peopled Can-

%ht. but to hold the grand assizes of pekce andcommerce? I may not live long enoughtS^S
day. bu rf my career should be sufficiently extend-ed to allow me to take part in these assizes, it will

^.^T '^y to me. I shall attend them bear-ing with me my Canadian nationality, and I be-heve that I shall continue the work ;f^^
fontame and Sir George Etienne Cartier. and that

Sn^'^V'^,'" ^' *" *^« '^^'^^'^^^ °f Fren^

full of difficv'ties, and those difficulties are nodoubt immense. Still, there is nothing desperate
about them. What this country nee<£ alTe^S
e^se IS peace, concord, and union between all the
elements composing its population. Let us show
Oie world that if we reverence the past, we also
y^/.^l^^orthefutare. Let us show to the
world ttiat umon does not mean absoiDtion, and
ttiat autonomy does not mean antagonism. VictorHugo, recallmg his double origin, used these fine
words r
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"Fidile au double sang qu'on verse dans ma veine,
Mon pere, vieux soldat, ma mere, Vendeenne."

("True to the double blood that was poured
into my veins by my father, an old soldier, and
my mother, a Vendean.")

"Let us also be true to our double origin, true
to the memory and the reverence of the great na-
tion from which we have sprung, and true also to
the great nation which has given us freedom,
^d in all the difficulties, all the pains, and all the
vicissitudes of our situation, let us always remem-
ber that love is better than hatred, and faith bet-
ter than doubt, and let hope in our futm - destinies
be the pillar of fire to guide us in our career."

England expects every man to do his duty! I
am going to do my duty, not only by Canada, but
by the Empire, Britain, thank God, does not re-
quire help from anybody, but if ever the occasion
should arise when Britain is summoned to stand
aisainst the whole world in arms, she can depend
upon the loyal support of Canada and the Cana-
dian people. The Canadian people are free and
loyal; loyal because they are free.

IM
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'•^.^^ "°* somewhat arrogantr
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them have adminiatered. Here," he added, in the
most eamest tones and expreasion. "is the whole
situation. Without taJdng as gospel everything
that a curt may say, or even a bisht 3, 1 firmly b^
^rJiT*^!,''™?'""*"*^* «°"»° Catholic
Church and. as I nave stated, I wiU die in the
raitn. In reply to your remark as to the difficnl-
bes which have from time to time beset me during
the past aiirty-five years, I may say that ther«
are a good many people who have tried to drive

^K- wu°' ^^ ^*^°"'= ^"«*' «"<» tbe means
which ttiey have used have not at all times been
fair and above board, but, thank God. they have
not succeeded up to the present time, and they

• •

.1."^^''® °° hesitation in saying that if the day
ahould come when the supremacy of Britain onthe high seas should be challenged it will be the

tt?ni?M L*^^,
^^'^^'^ '^^"''^ ^ <=Jo«« around

aie old MoOieriand. and to make a lampart abouther to ward off any attack. I hope that day will

my duty to devote what might be left of my life

lOi
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and energy to stump the country and endeavor toimprew upon my fellowM»untiymen, eapedallymy compatriots in the Province of Quebec, the
convirtion that the salvation of England is the
Mlvation of our own country, and therein lies
tlie guaranty of our civil and religious freedom
and everything we value in life. These are the
sentiments which animate the Government on this
occasion."

"This session has been called for the purpose
of gmng the authority of Parliament and the
sanction of law to such measures as have already
been taken by the Government, and any further
measures that may be needed, to insure the de-
fence of Canada and to give what aid may be in
our power to the Mother Countiy in the stupen-
dous struggle which now confronts us. Speaking
for those who sit around me, Speaking for thosewho sit around me, speaking for the wide con-
stituency which we represent in this House, I
hasten to say that to all these measures we are
prepared to give immediate assent. If in what
h?« been done or in what remains to be done
were may be anything which in our judgment
should not be done or should be differently done
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i

among the men whose blood flows in my own
veins, I should like them to remember that in

taking their place to-day in the ranks of the Cana-
dian army to flght for the cause of the Allied

nations, a double honour rests upon them. The
very cause for which they are called upon to fight

is to them doubly sacred."
• * •

Sir Wilfrid Laurier was one of the chief speak-
ers at the great musical festival given by the
American residents of Toronto under the aus-
pices of the American Aid Society, on Thursday,
September 10th., 1914. The concert was held in

the Arena, and the entire receipts were donated
to the Canadian Patriotic Fund. The Liberal
leader said:

"Some few weeks ago Canada deliberated upon
the situation, the stupendous struggle in which
Britain is engaged, and the part which Canada
bears. All vestiges of political differences were
eliminated. We found in comparing our views
that we stood exactly upon the same platform.
Without a dissenting voice it was the unanimous
opinion of the Canadian Parliament that the war
in which England is engaged to^y is a sacred
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Lord Kitchener told us some few days aso we

iwwn the Bntish nation and the nations of thewntinent The nations of the continent get thSrsddiers by tew; by conscription, and the enforc^ment of authority; the British nation get thei>«Jd,e« not by law, but by appealing uTihe^lnotiamofmen. Lord Kitchener tells us he wante
J^»oldie« If he wants more soTeiZ^t^^
Canada let him say the word and we wiU rZ
C^uS^ "'!*,^- ^^ *"* ^^^ «>« MotherCountry, and let us send them a message thatthu war must be fought to a finish, andttat amsmust not be laid down until the principle whiTShas be^ fought for is vindica^d. and uni the^y^has come when right takes the place of

• • •

From Laurier-s great speech in the Academy

hL^^'*;-^"*^'
"^""^ 26, 1877. in which^e

declared himself a Liberal of the English sAooland an opponent of clerical intimidation

:
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"The constitution of the country rests on the
freely expr«»ed wish of each election. It intends

^rX",*!!**"^ ''«'*• "the greatest num.
ber of the electors of a country ar« actually of an
opinion, and that, owing to the influence exercised
upon them by one or more men, or owing to words
toey have heard or writings they have read,
their opmion changes, there is nothing in the cir^

S!?rr*K^"* -^^^ \" ^'^'^^y legitimate.
Although the opmion they express is different
from the one they have expressed without such
intervention, still it is the one they desire to ex-pros conscientiously, and the constitution meetswith the entire application. If, however, not-
withstanding all reasoning, the opinion of the
electors remains the same, but that, by intimida-bon or fraud, they are forced to vote differently,
the opinion which they express is not their opin-
ion, and the constitution is violated. As I have
already said, the constitution intends that eachones opinion shall be freely expressed as he un-
derstands it at tHe moment of expression, and
the collective reunion of the individual opinions
freely expressed, forms the government of the
country.
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when T o«Tr u ' ^ ",Canadian of my race, and

M nLL^ *°„*^* ^"'""^ Provinces I am quite

oungs, which imposed new dutin. n^^^v. JI

"These truths were not accepted by all It w«*aie occasion of a great deal of misreJxitniJS!
Ill

ihl
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•:l

it ooDtrlbuted very much towarda the defeat
Wiilch we suffered in 1911, but for my part let
me aay here that I have no regrets. Better be it
ten timet over and more that we should stand
here defeated for having had the courage of pre-
senting to the Canadian people new duties which
have had effects, rather than to still be in office
by having shirked the duty which was incumbent
upon the administration.

"But at that time it was easy to appeal to pre-
judices, but the truth that when Britain is at war,
Canada is at war also, came in only too concrete a
manner, for, after the declaration of war, ri^t
here in the city of Montreal you had your harbour
full of ships loaded with the produce of the land
ready to take to the sea, stUl remaining here
owing to the war, because if they had taken to the
sea they would have been liable to seizure by
the enemy. They did not and could not take to
the seas until the ocean had been swept by the
British Navy, and until the British Navy was
ready to escort them, until the duty was forth-
coming by the British Navy, which, in my convic-
tion, it behooved the Canadian people to do
themselves.
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"W« an • frM people, abwlutely ftee. The
J«ttr under which we live h*. put it In ouJpower to «y whether we .uould takJ p.rt to .JS

C^dlM Parliament u>d the Cn«di«n Govern-

^TJ^T^^"^^"- '"''» 'reedom 1. .t on^
^\S^^.^ ^°'*"' <" ^'^^' ''Wch granted

F^om 1. the keynote of all Britkh inatitution^Thwe i, no compulsion upon those dependendSof Great Britain which have reached ttTSw

aT^^L ' T^ ^"** '^^ "<* Crown Depen-dendea as India. They aw all free to takVnartor not as they think best That is UieBriShfr^om whidx mudi to the surprise of ttewoSfand gr«itly to the di«n«y of toe Ge,^SPCTor, German professors, and Geiman diplo-mts caused the rush from aU parts of the British Empire to assist the Mother Countiy in this^-pendous struggle. Freedom breedTloyalt?Coemon always was the mother of robeUion
I was asked by someone why should I supporttte Government in their policy of sending mei tothe front. Why should not the Liberal party have

lis
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remained quiet and paaaive and let all the
worriee be left to the Government T My answer
wa». •! have no particular love for the Govern-
ment, but I love my oountiy, I love the land of
my ancestors, France. I love the land of liberty,
above all, England, and rather than that I in niy
position of leader of the Liberal party, should
remain passive and quiescent, I would rather go
out of public life, and life altogether.'
"When the Prime Minister announced his in-

tention of placing all available forces at the dis-
posal of the British Government, what was the
pohcy of the Liberal party? There were three
currents of opinion at the time. There was first
of all the Imperialist who would have Canada
take part in all the wars of the Empire. There
was the Nationalist who would not have Canada
take part in any war of the Empire at all, and
there was tiie Liberal position. What was our
position? We stood for Canadian autonomy. We
upheld the sovereignty of Canada. I ha\ e several
times on the floor of the House sustained that
position. I claimed for the Pariiament of Can-
ada, the right which John Bright claimed in the
Imperial Parliament in the Crimean War. Time
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UAed tt*t the Crime.n War wm without nsuU
^11^^ '^'^ ^ ^ «'*^«» 'or the pSta.

SS? if*u"l*u^P*'^' PfcrlUunent And I
Jhould add that by doing «, I scandallied U>th

"M^r^if*" "«* *^« NationalisS
Neither of them challenged the position Koone denied that the CanadiarParliaS^L 5.1

ti^^i*^
'"""''^*"* °" *^« «»»«tion of pai.tidpation or non-participation. But the Im-

?J^tr*7''"r-
Th« Nationalist wantidPaiv

WeJ^bera^s asked for nothing more than tt«hberty which had been guaranteed to us

I wlL to
«*.''" ':?'"'°"."<"'. 't is not becau«,

S^J^ ?^ " discussion on these questions.So long as the war continues, so long «^ the soiof Belgium is occupied, so long as L last (Smu, ha. not been kicked out of France, so longTsthis not the time to discuss these questions AHour attention should be directed to the ^ea.faon of aie war and to the bringing aboutTSi
final victory which we hope to secure. But whi
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tte wBr la over we shaU have to take up theMqueetion. again. And the people o?Siida^

o-u^i^r-^^^-^^^'^^-ter^-xioi

take t^7!J?^T f." ^'^ "^^"^ ^"«* '^e metake tt^e attitade I took in this war, and though Iam free to admit that I preferred to %ht raSerttan support the Govermnent in a <2e o?SStand all other considerationa should disapp^"To «,mplete my thoughts, so that no onema?Sunderstand me. I will declare that had Ibeen^^tpower I should have followed™e^e^i^
.rjyserf. though in details of aXiS^tS"T
should have tried to do better. Had welS inpower we should not be repnjacKeS^Sa fi;,^mors and the friends which now h^ evS
cin r'A"^.

"*'* ^""^ °^ *^* '» SiirS:cussion. I did not come here to-night for thatreason It is not the time to discuss thiequStions; tixey will be discussed later, do notlLrWhat are the rights and duties of the Liberal

ZX- ^°?y°P'"'°"'*« party shouWstanSone thmg alone, for public good and general Z
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terest; its spirit should be such t^at "t can ap.
prove or condemn accordingly as the public good
and general interest demand condemnation or
approbation.

"We maintained that spirit in power, and we
mamtain it now. When we lost, we were beaten,
but we were not subdued."

• •

From a speech before the Quadrennial Confer
ence of the Methodist Church of Canada, at
Ottawa, Sept. 23, 1914:
"The sword will not be put back in the scab-

bard he said, "until this Imperial bully has been
taught that this 'scrap of paper* is a solemn obh-
Pition, and that solemn obligations between na-
toons, as between individuals must be observed
There can be no peace until heroic Belgium has
had her nghts and her lands restored, and herwTOi^ repaired. There can be no peace until the
world knows that it is to be governed, not by
brute force, but by truth, liberty and justice, for
which the British flag stands."

• • •

As for his own record as statesman, British
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?ortSrS:'' '^''«' '^^ '^ '--^ be.

"Well. I think that when all facts are reviewed

i„lS.!.r "^u*
P«"P«°«ve, history wSSSuntand^y with me. I am content to leave mv»L«^to the judgment of men's thoughts^rd^^

generations of Canadians."
'"*""

* * *

onS"''''^ ^^" *«° *»« graduated at law andon that occasion aaiH- "t^^ 7 '
*''"

the soil of CanaS TkJp "^^ '*'*" *^y
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victions to be affected by the acts of men. Your
convictions are immortal; your convictions are
not only immortal, but their base is eternal Letyour convictions be always calm, serene, and
superior to the inevitable trials of life, and show
to the world that Catholicism is compatible with
the exercise of liberty in its highest acceptation "

In a speech which he delivered in Quebec in
1894, he gave expression to his religious idealsm the following passage:
"In religion I belong to the schcol of Montalem-

bert and Lacordaire, of the men who were the
greatest perhaps of their age in loftiness of char-
acter and ability of thought. I know of no
grander spectacle than that of Montalembert and
lAcordaire, two adolescents, two children almost,
undertaking to conquer in France freedom of edu-
cation, and succeeding in their object after many
years of struggle. I know of no finer spectacle
than that furnished by Montalembert confront-
ing the French bourgeoisie, impregnated, as they
were, wi<\ that dissolving materialism, the Vol-
tairean skepticism of the eighteenth century, and
exdauning: 'We are the sons of the Crusader*
and shall not retreat before the sons of Voltaire.'

11«

; : '1
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Jh^°I *' 5°r
*^*" <" ™°" beautiful spectacle

Sf
°)^t «' La«"^i« proclaiming fmn JhTJS'pit of l^tre Dame the trutliB of Christianity totte incredulous crowd, and teaching£ thShfe IS a sacrifice and is only rendered worthy byduty accomplished."

• • •

w« 'oJ^?"^?
Laurier-s last appearance in Londonwas at the Imperial Conference in 1911. and it

rteient"
'^*''™* "^^ '^ ""''^ "^'^^^^

anl
"^'''^°* * ~"°*^ ^•^'* ^ n° «n-iev-

,1

ij

.AM {»« hopes and aspirations are contained inh» mspinng message to the Acadians of Nov^

•Thank Providence," he said, "that we live inacountry of absolute freedom and liberty S^salways bear in mind our duties, for duty^s alwaysmherent in right Our fathers had to L^irSsecure these rights. Now let us fulfil oiS^^i?Three years ago, when visiting England at th^
Q««n'. JubUee. I had the privi^^^"'4 „t
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of toe marvels of Gothic architecture which thehand of geniuB. guided by an unerring faith, hadmade a harmonius whole, in which granite, mar-
We, oak and other materialu were blended. This
cathedral is an image of the nations I hope to seeCanada become. As long as I live, as long as Ihave the power to labour in the service of my
country, I shall always repel the idea of changing
the nature of its different elements. I want the
marble to remain the marble; I want the granite
to remam the granite; I want the oak to remain
tiie oak

;
I want the sturdy Scotchman to remain

^l?r5?^°'.?u''*"* *^ ^^^^y Englishman toremam the Englishman
; I want the warm-hearted

Inshman to remain the Irishman; I want to take
all these elements and build a nation that will be
foremost among the great powers of the world."

• •

.^^ ^"!"«* Laurier's message to the students
of the University of Toronto in 1913 is recalled
as one of the most inspiring utterances of his lomr
career. On that occasion he said

:

"My young friends, go out into the world to
service. Make the highest tivought of servla
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yourinapiration. Problems there are-bi^ prob-

itwiU be your turn to grapple with them. ServeGod and your country. Be flm, in the right, asGod gives you to see the right. You may notalways suc^. Progress is often punctuated with
reverses. You may meet reverse-but the follow-
injr day stand up again and renew the conflict for
truth and justice shall triumph in the end."

• ' • *

When a man becomes satisfied he becomes a

Sn"^ f J'^"
"^ '^ ^'"""^ " °"« «f unceasing

effort towards progress and encouraging develop-
ment in all that makes for the betterment of man^
kind. It IS easy to read articles of appreciationup«n a man when he is gone, but if aSJonfis "opoor m reflection as to overlook the fact thatLaurier worked hard all his life he does an injus-
face to himself and to the record of Sir WilfridBefore he became leader of the LiberarS
about 32 years ago, Sir Wilfrid had visited nWportions of the Dominion in support of hisS
crs, Mackenzie and Blake, upon all occasions ad-vocating the Liberal cause, not only in Sel^,
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ffi»fl«?lJf?"*^?^"''''"^«"*'''' '° Ontario.HIS flrst election as leader was in 1891, and he all

after the National Liberal Convention he touredOntario for months. In 1894 he took a series^

SlX"..""^""^'"^"^^ «°'»« West rT^hthrough to the Pacific Coast, addressing over 60meetings and taking part in numerous smalleJ
gatherings. The effect of this tour was that

of the Great Lakes, he in 1896 carried the Westby a majority of three. In the fall of 1895 Laurler

SessedT6llr.^° T""^ ^ °"*«™' -'^ ^dressed 56 large gatherings besides taking part insmaHer assemblies and receptions. The effecVS
^1 this was that in the session of 1896 Laurierhad a commanding knowledge of the conditions

Mn, K .T"*P:i V^ ^'^ P^'P'^ not only admir^hun but trusted him. In 1896 he carriai 48 s^te
'" ^-^r'O' ^n*^ ^^ "''^e^ nuniber of site heearned in 1896. 1900, 1904 and 1908 was 4T As

mth his former ngour. but he had to carn^ onwithout the support that should have bZ
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accorded him by those who sat in Cabinet with
him. In 1910 Laurier took a grand tour of the
four Western Provinces, and in all general elec-

tions never spared himself. The efforts in this
regard in 1917 were the wonder and admiration
of supporters and opponents alike.

In 1918-19 he took up the task of sui)ervising
the Liberal reorganization in Ontario and of urg-
ing the Liberals in all the other provinces also to
get together. He died in the midst of this work.
These outward manifestations of Laurier in

action are mentioned to remind each and all who
may desire a place in the galaxy of Liberal lead-
era that they cannot lead merely by praising the
dead and wishing to be hailed as being bom to
something for which they never laboured to
qualify. Volumes will be written on Laurier's
mental and other qualifications, but the author
should not forget to record his struggle to give
to the people the benefit of his endowment en-
larged by practical apphcation and consultation
with them.

The firat and most wise step was the selection
by Sir Wilfrid Laurier of the strongest possible
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coUeagues to form his Cabinet No abler body ofmen ever presided over the destinies of CuZZa fact admitted, even by opponents. It iSbS^a great combination which instilled much neededconfidence in the people. To form it Sir wSd
fh!^ ^*, '^^^ °^ *^« ^^ '« Opposition inthe Dominion House, and who no doubt exp^
preferment But the wisdom of his chKwnever been questioned, and the record of hifco^ermnent is the most ample justification oAt

irinlSr? ^"'' " '* ^ *« ^^^ «' the wheels

hL! ^«'"' commerce. The Liberal p^had taken ofHce upon a declared policy to suba«tate for Uie Conservative tariff. "^ S;„d. &<Si
^^' "^

m"^'
""^^^ ""t "J^Jn^ injustice to aSclass would promote domestic and foreign ti^Zand hasten the return of prosperity Sy^d

SrnS^i*^ tariff sho^ldt rlTedl'

^!^*^ '® *"** ^°"'*' be so arranged as toPennit freer trade with the whole ^rlJ^SScS^

12i
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larly with Great Britain and the United States.

The flrst step taken by the Government was the

eminently practical one of appointing a conunit-

tee of its members to ascertain with exactitude the

precise situation of all classes and sections of the

country and their actual needs. No hole and cor-

ner methods were adopted by the committee, and

there were no private meetings between Ministers

and manufacturers in the Windsor Hotel at Mont-
real. Everybody was invited to give expression

to his views. To meet the corvanience of the

public, meetings were held in most of the princi-

pal cities and towns.

The result of the labours of the committee, and
subsequent d&ily meetings of the Cabinet for

months, was the promulgation of a tariff, which

judged by the best possible test, actual results,

created a revolution in the industrial life and
activities of the country. Briefly stated the new
tariff.

1. Materially reduced the duties on many
necessities and staple commodities used by con-

sumers generally.

2. Placed on the free list certain articles of
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8. Reduced the duties on iron and steel which

4. Simplified the classification of articles for

.KiiS."'^ ^^^"^ "•"-« »- -^o™

lilTfi. j.l"®*°^°'^' were considered. Herein
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:;*:

community. The Ldbenk on the other hand be-

lieve in being fair all round and in diitributinff

the burdens of taxation as much as possible. Con-

sider the situation for a moment We have Ave

great sources of national wealth. The farm, for^

est, flsheries, mines and manufacturing indus-

tries, on the income of which we keep our national

house. It will be obvious that the interests and
needs of these various producing branches are not

identical. They conflict in some instances very

strongly. The farmer for instance has to pay
higher prices for his articles of necessity and
comfort by reason of customs duties imposed
thereon, whereas the prices for his produce are
largely determined in the markets of the world.

The miner, too, could buy most of his supplies and
machinery cheaper if they were free from duty.

The fishermen, who are chiefly located in the pr>
vinces forming the extreme boundaries of the
Dominion, are unable to supply the markets in

our principal centres of population by reason of
the great distance separating them therefrom,
and are consequnetly obliged to export the bulk
of their catch to foreign markets easier to reach,

but where they have to encounter stiff competi-
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Sf^'j.'^'
'u»benn.n al>o i. affected by the Uriff

0? ^ir^*T; M">"facturing industriesZ
so than the agricultural industries, indeed if wetake the population engaged and^e <S^M in!

taS.^ "cosmizes that manufacturing insti-tuUons are necessary to buiJd up a great na«onand actaowledge. that it would JeTdesS
to devote our attention purely to pasto«l Jut

sulSff V*^"*'
Government recognizing all thesosalient factors endeavoured to strike a lair fmTance and thereby promote the Sn«t d^eS-"ment m all industrial pursuits tSu. ,»Z-,

Oiought in their mind.C to provSl^Smum of profitable labour for thrSooIe S^n

129
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r;l.

Liberal rule. In 1896, which was the last year of

Conservative administration, $18.28 was on the

average collected on every $100 worth of goods

imported into the country. If the same rate had

been collected during the time the Liberals were

in office, instead of collecting duty to the amount
of $605,000,000 they would have collected $685,-

000,000, so that there was an actual reduction of

$80,000,000 in fifteen years. This is at the rate

of about $5,500,000 per annum. In addition to

this saving one has to consider the reduced price

of Canadian manufacturers to the consumer by

reason of the reduction in protection, because un-

doubtedly as a general rule, although not in every

case, the selling prices of Canadian manufactur-

ers are based upon the amount of protection they

enjoy.

Again there is the indirect saving to the peo-

ple in reduced prices on foreign exports to Can-

ada, by reason of the operation of a British Pre-

ferential tariff. The United States exporters to

Canada, for instance, had to reduce their price

to Canadian buyers to off-set the reduction in

duties in favour of British goods. This is an un-

doubted fact.
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J^er way of arriving at the extent of the2«ction in taxation brought about by the Lib!eral Government, is to lake the average rate otduty imposed by Conservatives during tte eigh?

every ?100 worth of goods imported into Hip

SZ^'- h"
*^'T' ™*« ^'^ bT^pliS to Se

Jl ii?l"i'''*'°'S'u*^*^°"
^'^'^ '^""W have

OoTrKj'""^'* ^"^ "^"^^^^ to $110.000..

a« '«!^ ?**A*" ^"^ « «^n8 to that extent to
%^^^^ 1*« ~"°try under Liberal rule.

«»w f ^ ^ "*** outstanding feature of thenew tariff was the adoption of a preference in

most popular step ever taken by any GoveniientL^ ."• ru"!*^ •'y «»"'*«• " has been higj?y

Sr* ^'»PfTerence at firet consisted of areduction of 1.8 from the general tariff rates. A

S^ fl * J? i"^
"""^ '''*«'' *° !«• Subsequently

s^5? "iS""*"!? ."' ^-^ '^'^ abandoned and aspecific preferential rate provided for each itei^or article m the tariff. Such specific rate;W
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ever, on the whole averages a reduction of 1-9.
The benefits of the preference were given not only
to Great Britain but by successive steps to nearly
all the British colonies.

The preference granted by the Liberal Govern-

.

ment was exactly the tonic that was necessary to
stimulate British trade. From the moment it be-
came law the trade started to boom and it has
steadily and rapidly increased ever since. But
the increase in Britis)i trade was not the only
beneficial result. The preference substantially
reduced duties to the Canadian consumer on the
most important staple commodities, and thereby
further implemented the pledge of the Liberal
party to reduce taxation.

Having dealt with the preference featurj of the
tariff we will now resume the consideration of
the general subject. Well as they believe they
had wrouj^t in the creation of their tariff, the
Liberal Government were not content They knew
that a great deal more was needed to bring about
a betterment of conditions. They felt that the
most vigorous and progressive measures were
necessary to put Canada in its proper place on the
map of the industrial world, and to afford scope
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for the «erciBe of the natural ambition of its

STS: «?f "^^^ *^* «»« '«™er could notbe benefitted much by protective duties on his
produce, but they saw that they could benefit himby enlarging ttie means, and cheapening the cost,of transportation, and they devoted tteir Stea^es towards improving and extending trans-
portataon facilities all over the country^ Theysaw also that the manufacturer could be benefit

SI fL^"^'**"^ ^^ ^"""^ ""''ket, and they in-
stituted an aggressive immigration policy which

and without let-up the great work of building3L^ •f"^"*'^^ undertaken, and concur^
rent with it the country grew more prosperous.

* • •

»tI^H f°*°T "^^^ ^ '"°<"«' as to show a sub-

rur^HnSor*^°'*^«-"-*^-»
The Crows Nest Pas= Railway was builtthereby facilitating the development of the fai-
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mense mineral resourceB of interior British
Columbia—in the Kootenay District
The Intercolonial Railway which had its West-

em terminus in what was then a comparatively
mall town, namely Levis, was badly handicap-
ped in securing traffic from the West, and was
extended to Montreal, the commercial metropolis
of the country.

Later on the construction of the Transconti-
nental Railway was entered upon and was well on
towards completion, when the Liberals went out
of office in 1911.

By means of Government guarantees and sub-
sidies a third Transcontinental Railway, the
Canadian Northern Railway was made possible.

Iimnigrants to the number of nearly 2,000,000
were brought into the country in fifteen years, a
large number of whom went on the land resulting
in a magnificent development of the West and
North-West
Free land grants to railways were discon-

tinued and the public lands were reserved for the
actual settlers.

Ocean ports, harbours and rivers were vastly
improved. A 30-foot clear channel was provided
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"^^*" ^''""^ 'rom Montreal to Quebec

ihl^ "i^ ^"^ '^"•*^ substantially, andthe Mon^ Order system simplified and ex^nded.
rree Kural mail delivery was established.
Canal and steam boat duties were abolished inthe mterest of promoting: cheap transportation by

.aLS!^^^ Commission was appointed which
admittedly was one of the best pieces of construe
ttve l^slabon ever adopted in Canada. That
Commission became practically the master of the
railways.

A Labour Department was created which has

sWkeJ
''ork in averting and settling

Agriculture was aided in a hundred and one

Cold storage facilities of an excellent character

Commereuil agents were appointed in the prin-
cipal countries of the world.
A Canadian Mint was established

J^-.I^T"^ °^ *•** •^"°*^ ^«re splendidly
«Aibitsd at every Exposition held throughout the
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a:|

Prom time to time the tariflf waa modified to
meet changed conditiona, and in 1907 a complete
reviaion waa made, again by a committee of the
Ministere, after consulting with the people.
The French Treaty waa extended so as to com-

prise our principal productions instead of aa
formerly only a few articles of comparatively
trifling importance.
A treaty was entered into with Japan wherdby

we got most favoured nation treatment in that
country.

As a result of our institution of preferential
trade we got a preference in New Zealand. As a
direct benefit from this the British Columbia
fishermen captured the import trade of that coun-
try.

An intermediate tariff was established as a
standing invitation to other countries to recipro-
cate in trade, and Holland, Belgium and Italy
were admitted to the benefits of that tariflf for
corresponding advantages given to us.
Through the eflForts of the Liberal Minister of

Agriculture the vexatious quarantine regulations
that existed for some years between the United
States and Canada were abolished.

1»



HIS ACHIEVEMENTS.

ofIf^^ 7* i^P"""* "P«° G«nnany by way
on the maximuin tariff of Gennany.
To prevent the Blaughterinsr of manufactured

operates against such unfair trade warfare.

tho nSST?'"" °' Conservation was appointedtte obj«rt being to conserve our natunil SJuS«dto disseminate fuU infomation In ^7Z
Dominion Government securities were placedon the favoured trustee Ust of Gmt Brifcun

»i.TI T .**^** ''*« established at Vancouver^di materially aided in retaining our STn
Substantial financial assistance was given to-wards the construction of a Fiiciflc caWe^»A^

bearing its full share of this^d?ture.
^"**'

mentT*^''°"*
^^ *=""*'' «' *« ^^'beral Govern-

T^^A ^''T^ ""^^ ''"°y«''t' notwithstanSl
considerable decreased taxation and the fl^ndSsituation was always of the best

"nancial
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In a word, the men at the hehn knew their
buaineas and attended to it, in a thorough work-
manlike manner. Their successive acts of genu-
ine, constructive statesmanship along practical
lines filled the people with hope, and made them
gird up their loins for supreme individual efforts

in industrial life. The wisdom of their legislation

and administi'ation and its accompanying pros-
perity of the people attracted the attention of the
whole world, particularly the Mother Country,
and started a flow of much needed capital to de-
velop our great natural resources, a flow which
went on unceasingly throus^out the Liberal
regime, increasing and increasing all the time
as our needs were made manifest Canada was
then the favourite investment field of the Empire.
Under Sir Wilfrid Lauher a new Canada arose.

The country found itself and for the first time re-
alized its immense possibilities. H was an era of
the full dinner pail, the first golden age in Can-
ada's history. Every legitimate industry from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, speaking generally, pros-
pered. Manufacturing institutions were enlarged
and enlarged again and again to meet the de-
mands. The farmers shared in the prosperity
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probably better than any other*. The price offann producta increased materially and the homeMd foreign markets were greatly extended, the
results being seen in the increase in farm land
values and a more rapid payment in fuU™fammortgages than ever before. The much deplore?

-T^""^ ^^ '^"'y '•««^« ^" pracSca%
"topped. The young Canadian found Canada
quite good enough for him.

I.:

r.!I?/°u*5* ^""^ Government took office
Canada had not yet "found herself." For years
progress had been slow and there appeared to be
an ahnost entire absence of the snap and vigorous
aggrMsiveness which soon after became the
characteristic of Canadians. Deficits were
annuaHy recorded in the national finances; for-agn trade was practically stationary; manufac-
turers were making little or no headway; the
great Northwest was undeveloped; immigrants
came in comparatively few numbers, and. whatwas wors^ the country seemed unable to retain
her own people The situation which confronted
tt» new Pnme Minister was one calcukted to
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discourage a man whose Canadianism was less

confident and sure, whose vision was less clear

and whose zeal for service was less imperative.

On the evening of the day upon whidi the Earl
of Aberdeen, then Govemor>General, summoned
Wilfrid Lanrier and entrusted him with the task
of forming an Administration—even betore the

personnel of his Government was announced

—

he was called upon to make his first public utter-

ance as Prime Minister. It was on the evening

of July 8, 1896, at Montreal, and the occasion was,

by strange significance, the Canadian reception

to the officers of the British warships 'Intrepid"

and "Tartar."

"I appreciate to-day," was the first word of

the new Prime Minister, "in the presence of the

representatives of the naval forces of our Empire,
and occupying the position I do, having just been
called a few minutM previously by his Excellency

the Governor-General to assume the duties of

First Citizen of the Dominion—I appreciate to-

day more than ever the strength and significance

of that order by Britain's grea st Admiral <m
the day of tiie battle of Trafalgar: 'England ex-
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P«ti every man to do hi. duty.' I am goin. todo my duty, not only by Canada, but by theEmpj^. Britain, thank God. do«; nrt XSe
ame when Britain la summoned to stand antinsttoe whole world in arms, she can depend uJSSe

CI, V
^•^'*"» PeopJe are free and lowU

1<0«1 because they are free."

C-S.?i2l!?^ ^""'^ ^""«'- took office a.

SSSJJI^**'- •
™' '^y °' St. Lin was stillpreaching his growing conception of Canada andher place in the Empire.

^'Wiaaa and

-nie ta«k of this first French-Canadian Premierwas not an «wy one. Had he been merelyTw^

Enrfilf"' 5f ^"^ ^"^ "«~'y « invert toZEnglWi^peaking conception, had he been mere^^

national progroM of the Dominion for a centun-As It was. he conceived for himself the ,Se of ^

-he had known them in his youth; he found

1411



SIR WILFRID LAURIER.

Eli: i'-'

4w

them again in his maturity. There were plenty

of Angla-Saxon ultra-Imperialiata—he had al-

ready become familiar with flre-brand jingoism.

There were plenty of indifferent materialists—he

realized the danger of their disease to a

young and growing country. But Canadians

could unify, Canadians could build, Canadians

could become great and strong. A Canada of

Canadians—"free and loyal; loyal because they

are free"—was to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the most

potent Imperial asset the Dominion could provide

for the motherland. He had studied his history.

He knew the fate of empires bound by bonds of

brittle iron. He dreaded a crumbling Imperium.

He dreaded, too, the idea of a hobbled "sub-

nation." But he had a strong and enduring faith

in the assured permanency of an Empire of "free

any loyal" daughter Dominions knit together by
ties of common interest, common endeavoui- and

common devotion to the cause of democracy and

the advancement of Christianity and civilization.

The Liberalism or the Conservatism that con-

tinues to be founded on ilie accident and the pre-

jutice of birth, that believes in "my party and my
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fatWii party, right or wrong," ta the w.1 cauw^the dinging inertU of public opinion that^allowB the «lf-intereeted few to practically

J^ J'*^^" "d governments, that prevents
or njtarda reform and makes of a free democncy
a bureaucratic tyranny. Liberalim, i. a poaitive
reasoned belief and every Liberal should be able,

f^'T^J'^^]^°'^
as to the Government or the

i^TJ! ^^ ^.' ,*° ^"^^ ^^ '*^th according
to cardinal principles of good government

LihIS5.tr
*^« ''"'<>«>ental distinctions between

Liberalism and Conservatism? The words them-

S tTe^'^i'* T^^' historicalTiitaJL

ir^i^i^!^^^
in essence the problem of realiz-

Jtti^-, ^/ "^ *^« «^"« "«« 0' the mass

Si^nf^'^ ^l"^^ *° self^iovermnent. trade,

mnifacbons of society. Conservatism, on theother hand, means at bottom restriction. It

T^Zi^ ^n-erving of vested rights, the cen-
tralization of government in the "irovemir„r
closes." setting the balance on social pro^!"^

ine function of government is to define the
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right! of the individual in tertna of the common
good and to think of the common good in tenna
of the welfare of the individual. In the case of
Liberalism the emphasis has usually been on the
"common good." In tiie case of Conservatism the
emphasis is usually on the "individual." Histor^
ically the particular "individuals" have belonged
to the authoritative or vested interest classes.

That motto has been "what we have we hold."
Liberalism has found its main support in the
masses. The natural result has been that legiala-

tion with each party, has been mainly for the
classes their leaders represent

Liberalism recognizes that the teaching of his-
tory shows that progress is more continuous and
secure v^en men are content to deal with great
reforms piecemeal than when they seek to destroy
root and branch in order to erect a cmnplete new
system which has captured the idealistic imagina-
tion. But its grappling with reforms is continu-
ous. Conservatism, while believing in "the good
of things as tiiey are," has usually grappled with
reforms under the stimulus of an increasingly
feared and potent democracy. Liberalism has
had to wrench from Conservatism responsible
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X^^Tk"^' "«** ?' '*« opportunityT;
Sl„ r^^*""* """"""'^y- Coiuervatian has^ *? P!r*<*«>t' the eetabliriied order, the old

^"S^°, •»"» °' government, wd iS
J^ded but .lowly and lu a rule only on com^

Liberaliam ia ordained of the common people«nd sprang from a common resiatonce to thTop-
pression of arbitrary and 8eif<entred rule Coi

divme right of fangs. The "goveminir clasM."

:Z:Stf^'-V '-»'- th^^e^es
arranged the ordination. LiberaUam has its prin-apl« ^bodied in the human heart CoS^llam finds its well^prings in its own pockets.
The main battlements of privilege and vested

SS*^ 'f'Z!^ ""^ ^^ LibeSisS^ thrSiSuntunes of struggle. The fight of democracy fS
s^T'-'^T""*^ °' opportunity andfoTsub^

SStt s^^^*" *"' individuals of the common!

rS?.^ *T °°- ^^'^ *" »«" inequalities

fatS""?
*?^,right«a. the oppression of vesSinterests m trade and industry to be overwiM

monopolies and trusts to be i^ulated. S^£^
145
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of society as a whole to be asserted to the wealth

that depends on its own collective enterprise. The
increase of the well-beingr of the masses does not

appear to be by any means proportionate to the

general growth of wealth. In the sphere of eco-

noinic legislation, Liberalism still has perhaps its

greatest work to do. The welfare of the common
man at the common task is its first consideration.

Crovemment of the people, for the people, and
by the people is the essence of Liberalism.

The application of these principles to the prob-
lems of Canadian politics in relation to provin-

cial, national, imperial and world-wide interests

is the work of the Liberal party in Canada.
On the evening of Tuesday, January 14th, 1919,

Sir Wilfrid Laurier delivered his last public ad-
dress. The occasion was the formation of the
Eastern Ontario Liberal AssodacioiT for about
twenty ridings in Eastern Ontario. It has been
stated that the resolutions adopted upon that oc-

casion and the speech of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
clearly set forth the TJberal policy to date.

* * •

A report of the proceedings of that eventful
day has been published and Sir Wilfrid's speech
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In •ndonement of the nwlutioni adopted may be
•uminarized as follows: Fair treatment of sol-dim and sailors, generous care for dependents
^_the fallen, maintenance of British preferences

n J ".H unimpaired, reciprocity between
Canada and the United States in foodstuflfs, grad-
ual progress toward freer trade, democratization
of labor, aboUtion of Government by order-in-
counol, aboUtion of press censorship, repeal of

NatiY^
^'*^°" ^'^ "'^ '*"

»^« «'

• • •

.o^ Wilfrid's acceptance of a Knighthood in
1897, came as a big surprise to aU his followers,
because his views had been dearly defined on the
subject; and it was common talk that he had been
offered a taughthood on attaining the Premiership.
In tte first year of his ministry as such, he went
to Engtod to attend the Jubilee of Queen Vic-
toria. The reception accorded him by the British
people was remarkable for its warmth. The hand-
some, distinguished young French-Canadian
statesman took London by storm; the press andpubhc acclamiing his talents, and Queen Victoria
bestowing upon him particular attention and re-
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pect One evening the Queen gave a dinner for
the overseas Prime lOniaters. When the young
Canndlan Premier, who was again honored by be-
ing seated next to Her Majesty, took his seat at
the banquet table, he found a card upon which
Queen Victoria herself had written, "Rt Hon. Sir
Wilfrid Laurier." There was no way out of such
a situation. The aged Queen had taken this means
of honoring him, and Sir Wilfrid's diivalry and
gallantry, as well as his genuine aifeetion for the
great good monarch, triumphed over his democra-
tic views.

• * *

At the time of his death a Canadian poet wrote,
"When I was a boy at Woodstock College, I heaitl
a phrase that floated upon the air, like the magic
carpet of the Arabians. It contained the simple
news that 'Laurier is coming.' He came, we heard
him, and in my boyish heart that night was bom
a new Canada. I was no longer a Conservative or
a Liberal. I only knew a \(*ite light had passed
that I must follow. I had exdianged my knight
of arms in history for a crusader in life. The
years that poured the first strength of youth into
my heart came to the crusader with her gift of
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Mvtr. One day I walked the atreets of London
with an unsold story in my pocket, and a foor

Sr^Mf^K? 'u""
''"^ •" "y """J- Suddenly

the white light shone. Laurier had passed me in

J!!!i°!ir*!^ ""^
Piccadilly. I foi«ot my hunger

l^tt*?. K
*
ul***^

multitude, seeing not theU»ht m its brightness, wondered over my joy."

* »

"Bi« John Canadien," Canada's most famous
guide, made this following curious prediction-—

Si^'^SiituTer^" •" '"^*^"«*'" '^^ '^'^ *»

The death of Sir Wilfrid Laurier and of BigJohn at one day's interval brings to mind a scene

r^'T'*"^^- Th«y^e« preparing toTeJ
brate the national hoUday. St Jean Baptiste Dayand the late Mr. A. Corriveau, one of^^
«!*loua organizers of the great national celebia-
toon, was conversing with Wilfrid Uurier on
J2^e Dame Street, near Place D'Armes in Monl^

h^^i^n^"^"" "'^''^ '^*^ « "^nd of his

"wI^nK »^!2.?*"' ^^° "^ acquainted with
Big John, mtroduced him to his friends. After
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a f«w words of convenation. Sir Wilfrid Laurier
aaked the Indian how old he was.

"I am 43 years old," he replied.

"We are almost of the same age," said Mr.
Laurier. "I will be 48 at my next birthday."

"Well," replied Big John, "when I die, you shall
be frightened."

Everybody nearby had a good laugh on hearing
the Indian's words, and Big John went away.
Big John died on Sunday, February 23rd., and

Sir Wilfrid on Monday, February 24th.

Some years ago a retired Baptist minister told
the following story: "When I was a young man
I lived in a small town in Eastern Canada, and
about the only well educated men in the place
were a lawyer and a doctor, both Roman Catho-
lics. We used to meet abnost every afternoon in
the lawyer's office and discuss the affairs of the
nation, and abnost every subject from religion to
politics. One day the young lawyer made a cer-
tain 'itatement, when the doctor asked: "Where
did you get that idea?" and the lawyer replied
(pulling open a drawer in his desk and bringinir
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S!?Hir""^^"f„^"*^ ''^y- ^«»» tWs Book.'The doctor said, 'Why. you don't read that Book

Zr^y. '"'' "P."^ *« ^^«' 'I haveTtdthis with me since I left home. I promised mv
motiier to read it eveiy day. and I ha™ neSbroken my word, because, no matter where I^
of my hfe since I gave that promise.'" Mr.Richardson asked me who I thought the young

was Sir Wilfrid Launer. and we have been dose
fnendta ever since, although he is a Roman Catho-
lic and I am a Baptist minister. Does this not insome manner account for Sir Wilfrid's broad-mmdedness in matteiB of religion?
A gentleman brought a friend in to lunch at theReform Club. On that particular day Sir Wilfridhappened to be there, lunching. W friSsname was Mr. Lambe and he expressed a dS

to be introduced to Sir Wilfrid, so, after luncheon
in the dubroom, he was presented. When shak-ing hands with the "Chief he started to explain

S^ w^7^ °°*^? supporter of the Liberal party.SirWilfnd continued shaking hands during theshort 6q»lanation, toad Hun r«acfaed ovi>r wfth fcis
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left hand, and, placing it on Mr. Lambe's shoul-

der, said

:

"Well, never mind, Mr. Lambe, you know there
is more rejoicing in Heaven over the return of one
lost sheep," etc.

• * •

In 1906, when Sir Wilfrid was returned to

power, the Liberals gave him a reception at the
old Horticultural Garclens. The "Chief' arrived,

accompanied by quite a party, and, as a prominoit
supporter was about to shake hands with him, a
little man who had been imbibing, pushed him
aside, held out his hand, and said in a loud voice:

"Welcome to 'Taranta,' Mr. 'Larier"."

This was momentarily embarrassing to those
assembled, but the "Chief' shook hands heartily
with him and asked his name. The little man
gave his name as Lynch, whereupon the "Chief'
exclaimed:

"A good Irish name, and a good Irish wel-
come," and thus passed off lightly what might
have proved embarrassing.

* • •

A very illuminating incident occurred at the
Union Station on one of Sir Wilfrid's last visits
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to Toronto which reveals the manner of his ap-

JSbS;^SS^
Two youn^ ladies spiedSeS

Sir^iTdX o^ r^i^tTt^^t^r"
SST

""^"^ overheard the Z^^t t^Zt

en^JllS-tre^^jrtjr' '^"^ ^*^ ^^^'

'^2^'^L^^^'°^^ Sir Wilfrid and said:

it ^^ a«^two young ladles who would estwrnit an honor to shake your hand. May I briSthem to you. Sir Wilfrid?" '

wSf .^f*
^^' "^ J^'*™*? 'ri«nd!" -aid Sir

S^'u f '**" ««y take me to them."jj^ch he did. and so gracefully added to his

anS^ '^" '^'^ °^ *»" «««««>» for children

:rL^sr;° ? T^i^^
«>-* »-« J^^-

when a boyTLiJ; *! n^^^Paper editor

SirWilfn^Lt re^;;;S? f ^.'"^ '«««r ^
to politics and to r^rrs^d^^-t^S!
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i

tion and other reforms. Deep as he was in the

work of Parliament at the time, Sir Wilfrid did

not neglect to reply promptly, and in a fine, cour-

teous letter, said that he would be glad to discuss

the questions at greater length when he should

happen to visit the lad's home-town. And when

Sir Wilfrid passed through that way, the lad was
invited to dinner with him. The poUticaUy "Und"
man couldn't do thatt It required Sir Wilfrid's

genuine emotions towards the young.

While humor did not abound in Sir Wilfrid's

speeches and debates, he had a shrewd wit, equal

to all occasions. In a debate twitting Sir Charles

Tupper on Sir Charles's reminiscences of his po-

litical services. Sir Wilfrid said that between Sir

Charles and Sir John A. Macdonald they had sail-

ed the ship of state pretty successfully. Sir John
supplying the brains and Sir Charles supplying the

wind to fill the sails.

Campaigning through the country Sir Wilfrid

was always master of the situation. There was
withal, something of the "grand siegneur" about

him. He had a been sense of dnmwtie values.
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SOSES'"'—^"s?;

•W' 80 helpless m he is with a bouquet?"

• •

Jn^^e occasion an excited supporter tel^

ism^r*?- ^
"^"^"**'"' '"'«' «>«* yo""- «ntagon-

mg to party. Teleg^ph metfurtruer
'' "*'^-

Sir Wilfrid's reply was cha«cteristic:
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"Statemmt it unfortuiuiteljr quite tru*. I have
iwvtr had « ehild to baptisa."

Sir Wilfrid Laorier'i ability to nmembar faeaa

which had presented themselTea to his view, per-

hapa, yeara previously, was somethinr to mwvel
at Many men possess this power but few have
ever held it in greater proportion than did the late

statesman.

A Brockville man relates that on being intro-

duced to Sir Wilfrid, not long ago, the "old chieT
looked at him intently for a moment and then

said: "Just a minute, let me think where I have
seen you before." He thought for a brief period

and then exclaimed: "I have it You are one of

's bad little boys and you sat in the front

row at my meeting in Cornwall in 1912." Such
had been the case.

His first appearance in public life revealed the

qualities that were to make him famous. His d6-

but in the Legislature is said by those whose
whose memories go back to that time, to have
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fluent, cuWvaS «nH Jf^ .
^^ «* ^" ''^ h «

cj«r. their tonX^/fiSL"nr°?r* *™^ ' ^^'

obHvioua to ttrMc'JSlV PoHtid«n was .ot
«ny wen-„J^^"':^^^/ «^Win, offence S
tte Hei,.App«;^t anTS^t?* ««ompanied
tte continent, and wm ^fm-T ^"**" '"=™«
by the efforts of^teS te t!?^"" «nbar«ssed
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on a nilway siding tar half an hour, aoui^t to

improve the occasion by presenting him with an

address. The annoyance of Sir Wilfrid at so

notorious a breach of etiquette, was undoubtedly

great, but he managed to send the deputation

home without ru£fUng their feelings, though pre-

serving the decorum of his position as an oflSdal

host of the future occupant of the throne.

* ' ' • *

Political leaders receive a greal deal of honor,

particularly while they are the custodians of

power, but they have also much to put up with

from indiscreet followers. In such cases, they

have to display an unfailing tact, for they never

know but that the gad-fly may have sufficient in-

fluence in his bailiwick to swing an entire town-

ship to the opposite party, if affronted. Twenty

years ago, in the old station dining room at Pal-

merston, Ont, one saw Sir Wilfrid deal with such

importunities. It was at a time when there was a

great hullabaloo about the supposed attitude of

the late Mr. Tarte toward the South African War.

llie room was thronged with spectators anxious

to see whether a Prime Minister really ate like

ordinary mortals; and a local Liberal magnate
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he was miur to a. ^L !^' "•* •"''«' what
PublicwS SirwSi ^Z^"^ ^'°^ o'
tion and trie^ to ch«^ f!^^"^ *»>« «»»«-

«««taiy waa be8idehfm«.t* -i
'''* Premier's

taste of the inSSLtTt *Tu*^ ™«« "* «>« bad
bet«yed no an^oy^^S '

^'Oh*^'
''^^'' '^^'^

atand Mr. Tarte " htT*., ^ ^<'" *"«" * "nder^

mi«unde«tandings Nev2^„ ^^ 'Uustratin^

relieved chieftainwhfl !f^^^' ^* ^'«» * very

brakenurS^ATfrbo^?^"'"^ ^'^^^ »«»S
' • •

Lindsa?.whti;?^^Stm:tSS*^' ""^^
a Central Ontario baS^rU?! r?!f" ^*^
« -tated. Presented^S pauSL'^.H^^'*''

**

of silver, and also w«^ff ^ ^^ * "ej^ce
wiiile he was on act^l - ^ ''"^«*' «»e8
Paudaah had tet^S^I f!"^^ '° ^«^<=e. Col.

times. whS he w^Si Sir Wilfrid seve«l

^i^erent Indian S.^'STtkSSS^^^^^^e
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times foond him anuteoua and kind, and a good

friend of the Indian. He and otiien of liis tribe

sincerely mourn the passing of the great "White

Chief," as they affectionately called the late Sir

Wilfrid Laorier.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier maintained his pride and
interest in Ottawa to the last It is understood

that a clause in his will dedicates to the Capital

City all the tokens of honor bestowed on him dur-

ing his distinguished pvblic career.

Many of these are almost of priceless value.

They include the testimonials conveying the free-

dom of cities in the United Kingdom. The casket

containing the freedom of the city of Edinburi^,

one of the most beautiful of the collection, is

solidly encrusted with diamonds.

The intention is that these souvenirs shall find

a place in the war memorial building which will

doubtless be erected in Ottawa before long.

a:

In h's early days, at a campaign meeting, a

Mr. Mousseau. a man of gigantic bulk, accused the

Ministers of the Government of fattening on the

HBO
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oy gar, dat Pnnce of Wale mii.+

u

PoH wit' Laurierl" * **^^ « 8»od

* • •
His visit to tlie Queen's j..i„i-^ •

««»t«i with a m!^Sr^»f ** "? "»^' ^"

pointed a Kniirhta^r^r ^""^ ^™<^. aP-
Michael anX^^'^^'Tf^the p«ier Of st
by tlie Queen. ^fuXl^'^'^J" »«*"«»«»
Cambridge conferroShono^^/" °' °^°«» ^^
and the Cobden^b kZ^ t^"" "'^^ *^
membemhip. and awai^i!^!!."^ *° ^°»«>«^
^cognition of 4*SSo^ '*!,*!l'' "^^-TS
services to the causfof Ste^.H"**

,<Jistinguished

---^euewd^aT^rSpSLX
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i'. (

the Preferential Tariff, which Sir Wilfrid waa able

to arranice during this visit, caused the London
Times to say: "Laurier's name must live in the

annals of the British Empire."

A few years later, 1902, he again visited Great

Britain to be present at the ceremonies in connec-

tion with the crowning of His late Majesty King
Edward VII., the Sovereign of the British Empire
and British Dominions beyond the Seas. Again in

1907, Sir Wilfrid attended with a number of Min-

isters upon the invitation of the Imperial Govern-

ment, a C!onference of all the Premiers in His Ma-
jesty's possessions. In 1911 he attended the cere-

monies in connection with the crowning of King
George V. Upon this, as upon other occasions,

he was admirably received by the press and people

wherever he went throughout Great Britain. In

1904, the London Daily News of September 14th,

of that year, remarked that "Sir Wilfrid Laurier

is easily the first statesman of Greater Britain."

The following are some of the Press comments
on Sir Wilfrid during the Imperial Conference of

1907:—^The Daily News of London in a review of

"The Race Question in Canada," declared "Sir

Wilfrid Laurier has won his title to be considered
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by the force. «rfTnS^«S^*"***«^t«>

dedawd. into a^SToSTiTS,^" "«»

member rightlv «,«f%? L°° *° »*y' ^ we re-

the leas fom a SfJf •*^° "«*" *»»!<' °one

ria».a„dU™ofS^ tt^"°r^«- "»« B'l«-h
<rf Sir Wilfrid LaS^iiZ?"*'^"^™*"*
1«» devoted WmS to Se.S ?"**"*•*»»•
ideal."

"-^eu w the attainment of this

The Western Daily Prea» „* p^.. , „
stated .--Sir Wilfrid tJ^ ? P^^' England,

PJ«. of malS ^oL^i?"^ °' ^'^ British

aere was a time when the Sce^Kr^ .•*:!t^^^ one affording ca^^S^Ta^,2»-that belongs to the nant- ot.j *i.
«™veBt anxiety;

With theTct thStS wSi^'tT? " '""^
C«°«di«, who has i^S^,i *^A*^ ^«n«*-
- a man probab^Su^™, •' ^* ^"^<»'
Wt in him in this «^^ «"^ "» «>« «°«dence

let
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The London Times of April 16th, 1907, editorial-

ly stated:—Sir Wilfrid Laurier, whom we wd-
oome as probably the best known of all Canadian
statesmen, comes of French-Canadian stock, bat

he has shown by his career that this is no dis-

qualification for doing valued service to the Em-
pire.

The Tribune of London, referring to Sir Wilfrid

Laurier's stirring speech at the Guildhall in 1907,

eharactorized the Canadian Premier's deliverance

on that occasion as:—^A speech that will certainly

find a place in future histories of the British Em-
pire.

'A I

The Daily News of London stated:—The desti-

nies of Canada were not settled by the war which
made England instead of France supreme in North
America. There came the second crisis, and if

that second crisis had not been faced with the
courage, genius, and imagination of liberalism,

there would have been no :r>f.n of Sir Wilfrid

Laurier's race and blood at yesterday's lunch, and
the Colony which is proud to count in its ancestry

the heroism of a Montcalm as well as the heroism
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the sympathies «nrf ti,» Jt
™p«^ ine ttBditioiu,

Sivinsr service was held to^f p v 'J*
*^^

The high place wWch sfr Wil^rid^*"^
' ^"*«^-

to the esteem of the BHtS^ ^""*'' '^P'*'
ia indicated hv tL ** ^^P'^ "^ «" classes

Montreal StaT^eSvT^i^"'^ ^"^ «»«
«ive. a brief m^^^S^^u ' °^ "^""^ 29th. 1911.

Sir Wilfrid^^ 2t'f^^ conliality:--

c-dedst^etsf.-th'^^l-rth^-.l^e
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IW"

(St Paul's), had. perhapa, the gnataat reception
of hia entire visit In his ivd) 'evee unifonn and
ooeked hat he sat alone in the f*<«t of the State
carriages, looking every inch of i!>:^ a great per-
sonage.

Upon the box of the carriag .^ were two magnifi-
cently attired Royal servants, whose brilliant

scarlet coats flashed all down the line of route, and
as the prancing steeds drew the carriage along
the broad centres, between strictly kept lines of
police and soldiers, the London populace, who
crowded the sidewalks, cheered again and -"gain.

"Diat's Laurier," they cried. "That's Canada.
Give them a ^eer," and they did it right heartily.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier was obviously delighted. He
kept his hand moving up and down to and from his
cocked hat thus giving a military salute of the
Royal pattern and not raising his hat as lesser
mortals might do.

When Sir Wilfrid reached the Cathedral, an-
otiier honour awaited him. The Lord Mayor of
London and other dignitaries, no matter how
gorgeous their attire, were sent around to the
smaller north or south doors; but Sir Wilfrid's
carriage was directed by the police to none other
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of the Grand ctTo^s^'^Sf^V' « ^^^^
Shinto ,„,,.ew,anf.rSLr.L^,Sffi

wavLS:vrntrs?Tr?^^
s^r.^--£sre£e.^-^^^^
for some yeaJsiff S.mJ?"^ "'' '''""•^y
England. Writing fn t^TT"'" »* ^"''on.
»fay. 1907. Sir SiiL*"^^"** Cent«^

Mbiater^fp^/SSS^J^JJ^r in the pJe
memorable days aZrted t^ft * ^^^^ P"* ^^
his own that tte BritM ^^- P«"'««'^«>e« all

the ages.'

"

^ "*='' «»<' aa endurable as

and hr5StS;u^*'«^'^- "' »-- seen
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natloaal flguzv hsd he b«CD traiuplanted to Ww^
milliter. I have never seen him in the CanAdian
Parliament without widdng that inatead he waa
at Weatmlnater, for then it would be eaay to de-

cide as to the leadership of the Liberal party.

In office of out of office, he is the most eonsid-
en^e figure in Greater Britain. Such was the
estimate of Sir Wilfrid I^urier, made by one of
the premier political observora of England, Mr.
John L. Garvin.

On the occasion of Sir Wilfrid's sizty-aixth

birthday the London Morning Post said: "No
other statesman could have accomplished so much
in the short space of a life-time as the great
French-Canadian who combines an imaginative
eloquence unsurpassed in British history with tiie

chaim and courtesy of a cultivated Frenchman."
The above writer enumerat(>d some of the out-

standing measures of the Laurier administration
and added: "Measures wherein a business capa-
city was not less necessary than imagination and
courage."

let
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•Ototo •etf^nadoumeM hy the South Africa

• • •

K« vWt to the Queen's Jubilee In imwg^ wlft « reception thl? w2 Icr;,^'He was made a member of th pSvy^^J^

by the (£n S!^„, "^ ??**''«' *" "««»«»

membenhip, and awarJThTTiS^ .*?
''<»«>'«y

recognition of his S^«i^ ^'^^ °'^' »
-ervices to the iasTW* ^^ «""* distinguished

chanee Th^* ^"''"^^^^^o""! and fpeeex-

vWt. caused iS L^Jon CilT"*" ''"/*°«^
n«nie must live in tt« L .

.*° ""y-" ^aurier's

piw.
""^^ *° *« "»»>a <rf the British Em-
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Sm WILFRID LAURIER,

The Tribune:—Among Canadian statesmen of
our day Sir Wilfrid Laurier ranked first The
Canada of the present is in a large measure his
work. His horizon was spacious. His loyalty
to his own race, religion and section did not pre-
vent him from pursuing a broad national policy.

The Sun:—Sir Wilfrid Laurier's public life of
nearly half a century, covers the development of
Canada from a colony Into something very like
an independent nation. The 15 years in which he
served as Premier saw the greatest growth of
the Dominion in railroads, trade and agriculture
fo any period in its marvelous history. It has
often been the subject of comment that Sir Wil-
frid being French by race and Catholic by relig-
ion, should have been able to remain so long the
dominant figure in Canadian politics, out his
qualities enabled him at all times to rise superior
to matters of personal preference.
The World:—His name is one of the greatest

in the history of the sister republic.
The New York Times:—Sir Wilfrid's culmin-

ant hour abroad was at the Diamond Jubilee of
1897, or at the coronations of Edward VII., and
George V. No other colonial statesman so im-
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orator, this pe^^o/^Zn^ '''""«^«'

Resoureefui, subtle aT«t» * . '** ^'nd.
matchaWe leader o/thTt^S^.^s't*'' ^'L"""belong to the genera«nn o7r^ ' ^® seemed to

opposed to prevailiL „«m ° """^"P^on he was
been on red~^n^dS-r,^.^*" »° '^^ '"'d
of honesty crfS;" on ft?""''^

'^^^ *^« <=^it
policy. Inl896hefoult,K n^°"*''«°«»«•
the question of SeM^^L^f.^^ "'«*«?« on

J^. HehadaS^^„tLS?t"Hi°^°'-

ji«c^Jrnri^Leni3^ad ..e .ith
fifirure, striking face «^ w..^"

.distinguished

f-uliar to a^reSdenr 1?:^?';;^?'^
"^'^

Ad he rehnquish hJs keen intSS fn i.v
"°"^"*

pie, and in all the varin.« 1, ^ ° '*^®' '"i Peo-
the life of the CapS? aLT? '"'''•* "«^^« "P
"Srularly at meet?n« 'o? tt.r ' !!?" *° ''^ «««"

--eringsofvario^-l^S-^^^^^^^^
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Ottawa their headquarters. In public he dis-
played no sign that time had yet weakened his
physical edifice, and public men to-day say that
in private conversation up to nes "le end he dis-
played the same acumen, cham and ready wi'.
which had always distinguished him. Very near
friends, however, say that he realized the end
could not be delayed many years, chiefly because
of the growing weakness and lassitude which he
felt on rising in the mornings. During the day
it always wore off, and he fought courageously
against the weakness, rising always at his regu-
lar hour, day after day getting the better of his
weakness, and never under any circumstance
showing anything but a cheerful countenance.
On Sunday morning when he had his first faint-

ing attack of some minutes' duration he himself
felt it to be the realization of the premonition
which he had experienced and occasionally men-
tioned to close friends. For the moment, entirely
oblivious to all but the attack, he said quietly to
Lady Laurier: "It is the end." Later, however,
when he had partially recovered and was able to
talk he did not speak as though he expected the
end so soon. He seemed to think that, after all,
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appearing at the tablp w,-
^ mtentior •

always cfmitt/n^^tiknt ST^"'"'
'^^'

undoing. as it brouohT^T' ^* '^^ ""^ ^"

regarded as «.:^M^SX^^ ^« ^^

tw:n;^'j;ifrs t^;""^^^ within

knows Ottawa well onth?«'- *"* °"^ ^ho
of Sir Wilfrid J;rriS^"°™^°i«it'"°^™'
I^der was buriedS «« ftp .?^? *^ ''""'^

State funeral and all thp M ^ "^^ ^"'"P °^ «
ancient Chu«h tte ll2n ^j?,''T°°'"' °^ «"
part. If you a« a day LC%?'° '°« «•«'-

such workmen as you JhoTS^V^^""^
"^^^ J"«*

mourning; if you Se ffJ^^ *u'
'"^^^ «"d

such famers as IZ ^ ,^^™^'' *here were just
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Before Ottawa was Btirring, the dty was al-

ready being filled with the gathering crowd. To
the ordinary passenger accommodation of the

railways many special trains had been added to

bring visitors from other cities and distant pro-

vinces. While the gathering crowd was pouring

in from the stations, the streets approaching the

city were filled with people coming in all man-
ner of vehicles, and even with thousands coming
afoot. By the time the Capital was awake it was
already in the possession of what was perhaps

the greatest crowd it has ever known. As the

day was mild—a grey day, frosty but kindly,

with snow under foot and the sun shining throu^
a thick haze—^the visitors were able to stand

about in the streets without discomfort The
route of the funeral procession having been an-

nounced, every available point of observation was
crowded long before the proceedings began. All

was orderly, as was to be expected, but the pre-

vailing air was one of cheerfulness. Their hero
had lived to the fullness of time, and they had
come to show their respect, rather than to mourn.
Everywhere groups were engaged in low-voiced

conversation, and at times even hushed laughter
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S1*<i! ^"^^^ .'^ ^'^^^ ^ ^^^ -omeone

But ^"^u"^ "^"^ '"^"* *°« ^^^ Chieftain.

worW fn^ i^^
"«"^ *°^*^ iUustrated the otherworld and other time courtliness of manner

t^fw°S^ r^' "^ ''PP^" •" stJtC'Ton:
trast with crude surroundings, there was no dis-^pect m telhngr or appreciating them at such a

SZ' ?T'?u>'"**^^""d«»°«« who heardthem (mly loved him the more for graces they ad-mired but could not emulate.
Those who had been favored by the Ctovem

merrt wiOi invitations to the StateC^lTelZ
to assemble early at the Museum, where theS
^7 m state in the room that is now being used^tte Commons. Every walk of Canadian public

aS^rST""'"*^: B^^-'Je^thehigh^officl!
ate Of the State, men eminent in the Church edu-

^Z ""i^' "'' "' *^« counter w^^jtsented. Mingling with these, who were mosfikyoung or still in the full vigor of life w?re m^ny

nt^°,-° T^^ campaigns, whose faces wSeonce familiar in the Capital. By 10 o'clockTe2"dors were crowded. There was muchlLnd!shaking, and introductions back and forth, while
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:aey waited to take their part in the formal ftire-
well tc 'Jie dead.

Presently offlciata began to call out instructiona,
now in English, now in French, and the process-
ion began to form. Following the hearse was a
display that would have amazed anyone who
thinks of Canada as a land of ice and snow. Half
a score of sleighs bearing huge terraced floats that
had been built for the occasion were piled high
with the floral offerings that had been sent from
all parts of Canada or ordered by cable and tele-
graph from aU parts of the world. Banked
against a background of flowing purple and
funereal black, these many-colored flowers made
summer in the midst of winter and brought the
seasons in mourning behind that sable hearse.
Slowly and with fitting majesty the long proces-
sion wound through the white streets with their
unbroken guard of citizens. At no place between
the Museum and the Basilica, where High Mass
was celebrated, was there a spot where anyone
could stand or crowd in that was not occupied.
As the hearse passed, bearing what was mortal
of him who had put on immortality, the wat**-
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ew uncovered their heada, and their evea wo«dmmied by a sudden gust of tea« ^ ^'"
in the Basilica, which was draned in hi.«v

"iw ugntea tapers. High overhead was an.,pended a huge crown with streame«Jf btedtZjpurple looped away into the dim dStSnces of^«

fields and fhJ^L ' ^° ^^ «""« »» f«>m the

thAf .11 ftl* 1? o .
^^ter had begun. I felt

ana apart from them was now put away. The

m
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last ceremonial was ended. Now that his body
had been laid in death with the Kings and coun-
sellors of tiie eartF, the spirit of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, a man of the people, had passed into the
wide spaces, golden sunshine and open air of the
land he loved, to be an inspiration to all Cana-
dians as long as chivalry, courtesy and hi|^
achievements are prized among men.
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Chronology of the. life of Sir Wilfrid Uurier.

1841—-Bom at St Lin, Quebec, November 20.
of Acadian descent on his mother's side.

1847—Went to school iu New Glasgow, 1850 toL Assomption College, and in 1857 to McGill
University.

1860—Became a law student
1864—Took degree Bachelor of Civil Uw at

McGill. Called to Quebec Bar.

1866—Served against Fenian Raid.

1868—Was married to Miss Zoe Lafontaine.
2869—Ensign in Arthabaska Infantry Co.
1871-4—Member of Quebec Legislature for

Drummond and Arthabaska.

1877—Elected to Commons for Drummond and
Arthabaska.

1877—Sworn in as Privy Councillor and ap-
pomted Min>ter of Inland Revenue in the Mac-
kenzie Cabinet but was defeated m the bye-elec-
Hon.
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1877—Elected to House of Commons for Que-
bec East

1880—Made Queen's Counsel.

1887—Elected leader of the Liberal Party.
1889—BAtonnler of the Bar (Arthabaska)

.

1889—Spoke in Toronto for the first time.

1896—Came .Into power as Premier of Canada.
1897—Established the British Preference.

Knij^ted at Queen Victoria's Jubilee. Visited
Washington in the interests of seal fisheries and
better trade relations.

1898—Member of Joint High Commission to
Consider Trade with Britain and U. S.

1899—Made an honorary Colonel. Despatched
the Canadian Expedition to South African War.
1900—Inaugurated the Western Canada Immi-

gration policy.

1901—Received the Duke and Duchess of Corn-
wall, and accompanied them across Canada.
1902—Attended the Colonial Trade Confer^

ence.

1903—Introduced the Grand Trunk Pacific
Railway Scheme.

180



APPENDIX "A."

1906-E8tabli8hed the new Provinces of Sas-
katchewan and Alberta.

1907—Attended the Imperial Conference.

fhi P^^'*!^, ^"^^^ '"' 0"*'^«- Received
thg Prince of Wales at Quebec Tercentenary
190&-Voted with the whole House on the

Unanimous Resolution" re Canadian Navy.
1910-Pa8sed the Canadian Naval Service Act

Tf.il^Jr^*''""?^ ^"°"** «' Coronation of

^Z^TJ^'A?^^'' ^ ' ^-^ Govern-

city in Natural Products with the Uuited States
1912—Toured Ontario.

m^l^lf^ S**
Opposition foix»s in the "Naval

Blockade" in Pariiament

^x}^}!!r^^^^ ^^ Sir Robert Borden in
the "Councils of War."
1915—Maintained a Parliamentary Truce inHouse dunng War session.

Jirr^^ ^"^ ^ ^^"^ ^^^ Borden toenter a Umon Government, but declined.
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Led the Oppoaitioii forces in the general elec-

tion in opposition to the conscription issue.

Opposition was defeated, and Union Government
elected by large majority. Sir Wilfrid person-
ally was elected in his old seat of Quebec East,

but was defeated in Ottawa.

1918—^Led the Parliamentary Liberal Opposi-
tion to the Union Government in the House of

Commons.

1919—Died in Ottawa, February 17.
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Thanks are «arteiided to the foUowliig p«pen and
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The Lindsay Post; Fred Landon; The London Adver-
Oser; The Regina Leader; The Waterloo Chronide; The
Journal of Commerce; Saturday Night; The St Thomas
Times-Journal; The Montreal Herald; The Daily Telo-
Braph; The Mail and Empire; The EganviUe Leaflet;

SzS? Herald; Kingston Whig; The Halifax Chronide;
Fredericton, N.B., Mail; BrockviUe Recorder; Woodstock
Sentinel-Review; The Statennan; St John Globe; Ottawa
Journal; CanadiM Baptist; Vancouver Sun; Saskatoon
Phoenix; Kingston Standard; Toronto Star Weekly-
Peterborough Examiner; Athens Reporter; Bracebridge
Gazette; Amherst Daily News; Halifax Echo; The Mont-

T^ ^*!f' P" °**'^ C****»: T»>e Qneboc Tderraph;
tte Daily Tdegraph, St John. N.B.; Mondon, N.B..
Times; The Toronto Dafly News; J. W. Mallon, DaUy
Star. Toronto; Hamilton Times; Austin Mosher; The
Montreal Gazette; Alexander Smith, barrister, Ottawa-
Harry Anderson, The Globe. Toronto; Mr. P. C. Larkin
TorOTto; Hon. Chas. Murphy. OtUwa; Hector Charles-
worth, Toronto.
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