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The World Intellectual Property Or-
ganization (WIPO> is one of 18 Spe-
cialized Agencies Iinked with the
United Nations through special
agreements with the Economic and
Social Council.
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members) meet as the General As-
sembly, the supreme body of the or-
ganization, which is responsible for
approving WIPO's program of activi-
ties.

The Co-ordinating Committee of
WIPO is composed of the Executive
Committees of the Berne and Paris
Unions. The Co-ordinating Commit-
tee, which meets annually, super-
vises the work of the unions admin-
istered by WIPO.

The International Bureau, which
is located in Geneva, has a staff of
about 174, under the direction of a
Director-General.

Budget and finances
WIPO operates on a three-year finan-
cial period. The triennial program
and budget are approved by the
General Assembly. Annual budgets
are appropriated by the Co-ordina-
ting Committee within the limits of
the triennial program and budget for
each year of the financial period. The
total budget for 1978 was 25,511,000

tee for International Co-operation in
Information Retrieval among Patent
Offices. In 1978, Canada's contribu-
tion was 531,071 SF, or 2.08 per cent
of the total.

Major programs
WIPO is responsible for co-ordina-
ting the revision of treaties, in partic-
ular the Paris convention, the revi-
sion of the classification system, the
preparation for entry into force of
new treaties and the preparation for
possible new international instru-
ments and services. The Interna-
tional Bureau acts as a central source
of information and a depository for
treaties related to intellectual prop-
erty and provides international regis-
tration services.

Assistance is provided to devel-
oping countries through the perma-
nent programs for development
co-operation related to industrial
property and to copyright and neigh-
bouring rights. Technical co-opera-
tion on patents is also provided. The
International Patent-Documentation
Centre, which is operated by the
Austrian Government, offers a bib-
liographical-information service re-
lating to most of the world's patents.



Canadian particpation

Canada is a member of W[PO and of
the Berne and Paris Unions. The Bu-
reau of Intellectual Property of the
Department of Consumer and Cor-
porate Affairs normally represents
Canada at WIPO meetings.

Obiects of Canadian membership
Membership in WIPO, which gives
Canada a voice in the creation,
amendment and administration of
international treaties and conven-
tions in the field of intellectual prop-
erty, has the following objeots;
(i) to enable Canadian citizens to es-

tablish intelIectual-property rights
in other countries and secure the
right to take legal action to pro-
tect their property from unau-
thorized use;

(ii) to secure the right to represent
Canada in international negotia-
tions with the aim of achipeinr

convention has its own laws govern-
ing the granting of exclusive rights in
industrial property. Under the con-
vention, each member agrees to pro-
vide foreigners essentially the same
rights as its own citizens to obtain
protection for patentable inventions,
trade-marks and industrial designs,
and to establish protection against
unfair competition. The aim of the
convention is to encourage indus-
trialization, investment and trade



ICIREPAT is a program of interna-
tional co-operation aimed at stand-
ardizing national patent-information
and -retrieval systems and patent
documentation to promote efficiency
in patent searching and the interna-
tional exchange of patent docu-

international enforcement of copy-
right posed by the proliferation of
cheap copying and recording devi-
ces and the use of satellites that
make possible the instant world-wide
communication and broadcasting of
copyright works.

* * * * * *

WIPO is a microcosm of the world
community. Its 77 members come
from ail types of nations - old and
new. develoroed and developing. The
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