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EDITORIAL JOTTINGN.

. *A GLANCE over our “News of Churches” for
the past few months, and notably the reports
in our present issue noticing several annual
meebings, must be encouraging to the well-
:wishers of our Zion. Steady, cheerful pro-
gress seems the rule. Our vacancies are being

filled, indeed our Missionary Superintendent -

says they are all filled in Ontario, and seem-
ingly well filled. With onr College on a new
“basis, and a steady increase in ocur liberality,
'we may be able, ere long, to turn attention to
“fields now dead, and regain, under God's
‘blessing, much of the ground we have lost.
‘We are not going to prolong the refrain “'Twas
“tribulation ages since, 'tis tribulation still,”
‘but raisea strong Ebenezer, take fresh courage
and go on, praising God from whom all bless-

ings flow. “And this wiil we do if God permit.” .

-} THE annual conversazioneand the banquet of
2the Toronto University and College, held dur-
-3pg February, were both brilliant affairs, and
_assumed more than ordinary importance from
/he present discussion regarding further grants
"from the Provincial treasury. The Rev. H.
-3}, Powis was present and spoke at the
{banquet, and no doubt represented true Con-
;’g%ega.tiona‘. tradition and sentiment when he
pronourced in favour of truly national educa-
xon, and of making our Provincial Uriversity
‘efficient in the highest degree. As Canada
-advances in proesperity and worth, her citizens
-will appreciate more and more the highest
“possible culture for such of her children as
“¢an devote time and talent to its attainment.
X our present state it does seem preposterous
that Ontario, with not two million'inhabitants,
should multiply universities, and it is more
-than doubtful whether more than one institu-
Hon can maintain talent in her chairs that will
kepabreast with our English colleges. True,
rige folly, if not something worse, of past
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Governments forced the denominations into
university work, and some consideration is
due to institutions thus forecedinto existence :
but true wisdom will seek to undo rather
than to perpetuate the evil, and the example
of our Methodist brethven vegarding Victuriu
and Albert show it is possible to consolidate
with due regard to vested rights, whilst the
policy of our Presbyterian friends in continu-
ing all her colleges at a wasteful cost of energy
and wealth, ought to warn against that policy
in Provineial endeavours. Confessedly the
best equipped theological hall in the Dominion
is the McMaster Hall of our Baptist friends,
and that has been made possible by concen-
trating all avaliable energies thither. If we
would not fritter away the educational re-
sources of this young country let us rally round
our truly Provincial institutions.

VERY much sympathy is being shown for
Rev. Dr. Wilson, of Kingston, late curate of a
High Anglican church there. For expressing
syrmapathy with and active participation in
the work of the Salvation Army in that city,
he was dismissed by his dean from his curacy.
Of the wisdom of the dean’s action we do not
speak, but this much we would say: We
confess to little sympathy with men who cling
to the prestige and supposed apostolie sanctity
of the Anglican Episcopate, and its fancied
superiority, and yet claim all the rights and
privileges of the Free churches. Dr. Wilson
was, as we understand the matter, simply a
curate. Kcclesiastically the responsibility
rested not on him but on his superior. His
superior officer would not assume the responsi-
bility of his action and logieally dismissed him.
We humbly submit that outsiders have
nothing to do with that family trouble. Had
Dr. Wilson quietly accepted the position and
earnestly gone forth to find another and more
congenial field of labour, he would have had

. our undoubted sympathy, as it is, we confess
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we fail to see his martyrdom. It is easy to
mount the martyr height on the wave of
popularapplause. We are far from expressing
sympathy with the course pursued by the
dean, whose conduct is open to criticism. He
is true, however, to his system, a system Dr.
Wilson for eighteen years maintained and
strengthened, a system which has ever re-
strained personal freedom ; the supposed eclat
of which, moreover, even Dr. Wilson is not
ready to forego. Men who chafe under the
same may remember the homely proverb,
“You cannot have your pudding and eat it
too.” This our fathers knew, and stept out of
Babylon.

Our English contemporary, the Noncon-
Jormist and Independent, has certainly not

Jlessened its worth by reducing its price,

indeed we think, with its new departure, it
has acquired additional vigour and worth.
Its work, as the uncompromising champion
of religious liberty and equality in England,
is not yet done, as the following choice items
may make plain :

Not very long sgo a calico printer, of Manohester, pur-
chased the living of Stockport for £12,000, and presented
his son therefo. It was a shrewd investment, The
rectory of Stockport has attached to it certain glebs lands
which have baen let on building leases, and they appear
to have been hitherto regarded as renewable. The
present Rector of Stockport determined, however, to test
his rights, and the High Court of Justice has given a
decision in his favour. A glebe land leaseholder who had
spent hig all in improvements on the old assumption of
renewal, applied, and the amount demanded as rent was
more than the gross annual value of the property. The
unfortunate vietim died broken.hearted, leaving a wifs
and danghter in actual want. A number of other lesse-
holders find themselves in an equally unfortanate position;
and under the circumstances, they have resolved to raise
5 defence fund in order to a test case to the House
of Lords., If ie caleulated that if the rector is successful
in his present policy, the annusl value of his living will be
shortly increased to £12,000, its present value being only
£2,000. What has the fabled ¢ pious founder” to do with
all this! A losal paper puts the case very pithily by
declaring that the church has been made the beir of the
leaseholders during their own lifs-tizne, Church defenders
may, perhaps, objest that the church iiself obtains no
advantage; but so long as the church permits her wesltny
1aymen and their olerical relations to act as speculators in
ecolesiastical lands, she must baar the responsibility.

Again:

One of the deslers in ecclesiastical property has just
issued a cironlar, in which he says : *“ I beg to state that 1
andertake the sale and parchase of advowsons, next pres-
entations, Episcopal chapels, ete. ; andif you should have
such description of properiy for dispessl I shall be glad to
reosive fall particulars, or, if you wish to make a purchase,
s statement of your requirements.” Has this gentlemon
any avticle on hand of the Stockport pattern, warranted to
increase in value tenfold within the next ten years?

GENTLE reader, did you ever see a man with
a grievance ? “ What grievance?” you ask.
Ah, well, no one can teﬁ, but one whom the
world has united to abuse, neglect, underesti-
mate or put aside; a man whom everybody
illtreats, and no cne, as he should, sustains.
Give him the opportunity, he will bore you,
complain to you, gives you abundant reason
why his foes should be your special object of
hate, and depart to curse your obtuseness in
not seeing as he sees. The stars in their
coursesfoughtagainst Sisera, they have  fallen
from grace ” in not fighting for him. Before
his grievance hung a pall over the earth
Niagara had beauty, but its rainbow is faded,
its spray hideous, and the roar utterly hea-
thenish because its mighty forces have not
been turned aside to redress his wrongs. And
why should the sun rise in beauty and set in
glory unless to join ungrateful man in mock-
ery of him? We have often felt that the
framers of the Anglican Litany were short-
sighted ip not putting among the terrors from
which they prayed for deliverance, “ men with
grievances.”

OUR short experience in the editorial chair
has, however, revealed to us another specimen
of the genus homo, which to those who per-
manently sit therein must be an object of
dread, unless, perchance, as the eels to the
woman’s severe art “ they get used to it.” We
inserted a story with a moral, plain to us as
the print upon the page. One of the charac-
ters therein was made to utter an exclamation
expressive of intense emotion. She could
scarcely have done otherwise under the cir-
cumstances. Some very sage advice was sent
to us thereon about the impropriety of the
utterance. Well, had we examined the tale
with a critic’s microscope, we should perhaps
have scored out the word—which,at any rate,
is not a bad one—and thus escaped the re-
proof. But really when we enjoy the sun-
light, we are not growling because there are
spots on the sun. And we mused. Editorial
chairs are not like to that of St. Peter'’s, infal-
lible, where would the infallible critic be
were they so? So many people are after-
wise. What is done they actually can see!
And as they never do anything but look after
others, they are happily conscious that they
cannot be criticized in return. We do not
know in the competition of life which comes
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out first, the man with & personal grievance,
or the man burdened with somebody else’s
(e.g. am editor's) fault, We are inclined to
follow a university practice and bracket them
equal, wondering, as the boy about the mus-
quitoes as they worried him while bringing
home the cows, what is their use in the soeial
economy.

WuaT harm in the theatre ? asks many a
youth as he steps into the mazes of city life.
There are good plays. ¥Yes, and there are

- bad ones. Unfortunately the bad ones pre-
vail in actual life over the good. For our
own part we judge the theatre as it s, not as
it might be, and that, we humbly suggest, is
the only true way. Men might be angels;
experience tells us they are not, and until
they are angels we must accept them as they
are. It is not wise to dream ourselves into &
fool's paradise while our house is falling over
our head. And it is worse than folly to treat
the theatre, not as it is, but as it might be.
The Paris Figaro is not troubled with being
vighteous overmuch. We clip from our con-
temporary, The Morning Star, its estimate of
the morality of the French stage.

““The character of an actress is really a matter that
<oes not concern us; it has never interested the
public. If now and then a woman passes virtuously
through the ordeal of the stage, a thing of very rare
oceurrence, the public does not praise her in the least
on account of the austerity of her private life ; if, on
the contrary, as is the case with the majority, the life
of an actress is filled with intrigues, the same public
does not condemn her for such trifles. It is under-
stood that that separate world which is called the
theatre can not be judged by the strict morality which
rules the vest of society.

¢“ A young girl who chooses the dramatic career
either is no more virtuous, or she will not remain so
long. Whether she will or no, her profession will
fatally force her, socner or later, into sin. To this
rule there is scarcely any exception. I will suppose a
girl of eighteen, pure as a star, coming out on the
stage. Thanks to the character of contemporary liter-
ature, she is from the very first evening involved in
intrigues. An actor clasps her in his arms, and calls
her the most charming of her sex ; she hears nothing
but words of love, and the more passionate they are
the more the public applaud. Either the debutante
understands, and then already she is no longer an inno-
cent girl : or she does not understand, and thensheisa
bad actress. Two hundred men in the orchestra level
their opera-glasses at her. Love-letters pour in at the
porter’s lodge. She livesin a world of passion and
excitement. Everything around her conspires towards
her ruin.

‘It is because we know the snares of theatrical
life that we have set up a separate code of morality

tor actresses ; it is an understood thing that their re-
sponsibility does not equal that of other women, and
that what is called a fatal fall in ordinary life, is
nothing more than a trifling accident in the life be-
hind the scenes. Her profession as an actress saves
the woman from current morality ; the public feels
that a young woman cannot be mixed up every even-
ing in intrigues, nor play a part in what is called the
study of manners, without losing by degrees the strict
notion of maodesty.

“For all these reasons the virtue of an actress is of
very little use to her in her profession. 1 will go
further and sry : To be a really clever performer,
and very few are such, the various passions of a
woman’s nature cannot be represented by one who
has not felt them. If{I do not express an abso-
lute fact, it is at least remarkable that the lives of all
the greut actresses have been full of intriguss ; and it
may even be said that the greater they were the freer
the life they led. The history of the theatre, from its
origin to our own times, tends to prove this.

¢ Everything connected with the theatre is beyond
current morality. For example, it is certain that a
tradesman would bo less esteemed if, to improve his
business, he exhibited half a dozen young givls in his
window, luxuriously dressed, and adorned wiin all
their diamonds, in order to aitract the pasgers by.
The manager of s theatre loses none of his respecta-
bility through adding such an attraction to his under.
taking.

““The author who furnishes the pretence for these
exhibitions, and who knows perfectly well that the
immoderate luxury of that half dozen women has
nothing to do with the question of art, properly so-
' called, remains no less an honourable man in all the
force of the term. And why, pray ! Because everything
that concerns the stage escapes analysis. The public
does not take the same view of the stage as of social
i life ; it wants to laugh, or to cry, often both at once ;
'and it does not trouble itself about the consequences.”

Our valued contemporary the Nowncon-
formist and Independent has published a
statistical supplement containing items of in-
|terest with regard to the nonconforming
|churches. The ten principal denominations,
‘viz.: Baptists, Congregationslists, the various
imembers of the Methodist family (six), the
Friends, and the English Presbyterians have
an aggregate of 8,996 ministers in England
and Wales; 12,900 places of worship, without
allowing for defective returns ; and a total of
a million and a half of church members, which
are estimated to represent 4,500,000 persops,
out of a total population of 25,968,286 in
England and Wales. The three principal
| Churches are credited with the following
yearly sums contributed to missions and their
various societies, vis.:—Baptist, £3163,763;
Congregationalists, £229,024; Wesleyans,
£289,902. These, with sums set down to the
United Free, Primitive and Celvinistic
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Methodists, the Bible Christians, the Society
of Friends, English Presbyterians, and Uni-
tarians, make an aggregate of £816,422. It
is estimated that the sums yearly contri-
buted in the way of free-will offerings for
general and local purposes by the several
religious bodies in Great Britain cannot be
less than eight millions sterling. Metho-
dists of all classes sum up over 700,000, the
Wesleyan numbering 440,000. The Baptists
claim nearly 280,000, and the Congregation-
alists 306,000. Our Independent brethren in
England, however, are not partial to statis-
ties, and any estimate of their numbers can
only be tentative. The admirable Year Book
edited by our friend Dr. Hannay gives no in-
formation regarding either the numbers in,
and financial strength of, our English churches.
In this respect Knglish Congregationalists
seem to stand alone among the dissenting
bodies of the mother land.

THE Congregational Year Book of the
United States for 1884 reports the total memn-
bership of the denomination at 396,246. Of
these 133,347 are males and 157,781 females.
The total addition was 28,377 ; 14,862 being
on profession. The losses by death, dismission
and discipline were 19,362, There were
6,374 adult and 5,366 infant baptisms. There
are 4,016 churches, of which 941 are vacant,
936 have pastors, 2,149 acting pastors. Of
the 3,696 ministers 2,659 are in pastoral work.
The total of benevolent contributions from
3,077 churches is put down at $2,635,619.
The home expeditures- of 2,616 churches
amounted to $3,953,227, The net increase of
the members was 8,627 of which 35,554 were
females, .

THE CHRISTIAN IN BUSINESS.

Where he ought to be, doing his Father’s
business, whether dumping a cart or presiding
over 2 bank.

I desire to say a few scriptural words to
those who are in the business of life, doing its
drudgery, hewing its wood and drawing i's
water, with, as they sometimes think, littl:
leisure to be good. Men, women, whose tal-
ents do not lie either in praycr-meeting or in
class, whether of Sunday school or of needy
home, where desk or bench, room or home

i

|
|

employs their talents and their time—to such
I would speak an encouraging word.

It will not serve God or bless man, to live
in a fool’s paradise, striving to wind oneself
too high for sinful man beneath the sky.
Some one must bake the bread, and earn it
t00 ; some one must till the field and build
the house; were all hermits the world would
not gain even in sanctity, nor would preach-
ing, though designed in its foolishness to spread
the gospel, bridge our rivers or carry the load
across the deep.

Scripture recognizes business. Paul for
instance, writing to Titus concerning the
things wanting to be set in order, says (iii.
13) : “ Let our people also learn to profess hon-
est occupations for necessary wants, that they
be not unfruitful.”

“Seest thou a man diligent in his business ¢
He shall stand before kings; he shall not
stand before mean men;” writes ‘the wise
man, Prov. xxii. 29. Business therefore has
a recognized place in the economy of grace,
and therefore to it the Christian may be law-
fully devoted. How?

At cross-roads or at turnings, sometimes are
placed guide-boards, finger-posts, pointing e.g.,
“To Jerusalem—10 miles.” I remember one
blown over which some wag had stuck up in
a corner of the fence the opposite way, and
there it stood, unblushingly pointing directly
contrary. A guide-post perverted. Some
“ witnessing Christians” are like that guide
post, birth or prejudice has stuck them down,
there they stand until some other notion shifts
them, ther as mechanically and persistently
they point in an opposite direction. How
different from the companion guide, who
cheers your weary step, gently chides your
wandering, and with loving hand or voice
| points—+this is the way, walk therein; and
ithen, when a safe resting place is reached,
causes you to lie down and rest in comfort
and in peace. We need some living guides
along the dusty lanes and in the busy marts
of life, not dead heartless sign-boards, and thus
the Christian in business may find his allot-
ted sphere.

By business in the subject before us, un-
derstand—without attempting any logical
definition—the ordinary bread-winning occu-
pations of life, which “keep the pot boiling ”
on the hearth of home and put something in
the larder that, when hungry school boys or
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sweet voiced school girls come back, they
may have enough and to spare. I mean also
that quiet home work which wearies our
Marthas, and without which much of the com-
fort of life becomes a worry or a wearying
waste. Who wants buttons off his shirt col-
lar-band just as the last touch is being put to
the toilet, or his starched collar to feel limp,
like a wet blanket in an east rain ? "What are
called the secular duties of life constitute
business, and which can be rendered as truly
holy as that artificer’s shop at Nazareth
where Joseph toiled and the Son of Mary
gathered wisdom and stature as he grew up
in favour with God and man.

Business may be entered upon for various
wotives: to make money, to satisfy restless
activity and give an aim to work, to do good.

bargains,” was his veason, “ besides it saves
time to keep your word.” Thus truthfulness
was not truthfulness, but policy ; a means to
an end, that end, wealth. Now, no Christian
bas a right to plunge into business simply for
the purpose of gaining wealth, his aim is
higher. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness.

| Thus is met “If T am in business I must do
las others do;” for success in business as
Christians would understand it-—and that
should be the Christian ideal—is not a large
balance at credit in the bank, or a box full of
securieties and title deeds. “But we must
ilive.” Beware, the devils lie. Men may die
jand reap infinite gain. Men who went to
ithe scaffold and the stake for the honour of
the truth of Christ and His crown, did not

Now let us remember the law of Divine pro-read “ Man must live,” they left for us a les-
vidence, as we sow we 7reup. According toison traced in heroicblood. An upright death,
our aim will our steps be directed. The pre-however painful, is to be placed far before a

vailing end of business pursuits is to make
money. I do not see how a Christian can
enter business with that as the chief end in
view and not ship-wreck faith in the vortex
of worldly sharpness and fraud. The motirve
gives character to action, the man who points
his rifle in the defence of
¢ His altars and his sires, God and his fatherland”

is a patriot; the same rifle pointed by the
same arm with malice is the instrument of a
murderer. There are many lines of business in
which the best policy is honesty, yet if hon-
esty is pursued as a policy it is not honest
honesty, nor does it give any assurance bub
that some other policy will be pursued the
moment some imaginary good is to be there-
by attained. No uncommon thing to know a
merchant who, through long years of busi-
ness, has made his word his bond, until at last
he is detected in some flagrant act cf dishon-
esty and men wonder at his fall. “They went
out from us for they were not of us” contains
a principle—the root of the matter was not
there ; business was money-making, conveni-
ence called for truthfulness, it saved many
bonds and securities. A man of great busi-
ness energy was known to be ever punctual
in all business transactions, bargains were
ever kept faithfully without an equivocation,
there was even a dash of generosity in his
dealings, but he would lie in driving a bar-
2ain or making a sale with constant and un-
blushing assurance. “It don’t pay to break

|life of falsehood or of shame. No! man need
not live if God demands othcrwise ; and if life
cannot be by righteousness lived; then let
death close the scene.

I am not so sure, however, but that even in
this reckless speculating age men may live
and be honest, only honesty may not give us
a four storey living, horsz and carriage to
boot. Life can be lived, and be worth living,
in the valley of humiliation where, with Bun-
yan’'s shepherd boy, we may sing:

<[ am content with what I have,
Little be it or much;

And Lord, contentment still I crave,
For Thou art pleased with such.”

No man who eaters upon business with a
single “eye to the main chance” can exem-
plify what the Christian in business ought to
be, the end is wrong, progress thither cannot
be right.

Is it an utopian idea that a Christian man
should enter business for the great object of
doing good 2 Of course we rule out of this
consideration men of great public spirit, who,
having made a fortune by oppressing the hire-
ling in his wages or trafficking in human woe,
give a small portion out from their gains to
some public charity, which is henceforth n.en-
tioned with their name.

¢ Who builds a church to God and not to fame,
Will never mark the marbie with his name.”

Such men gain nothing heavenward thereby.
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I had rather be the oppressed hireling than
the hard skinflint millionaire.
We have one example of a Christian man
engaging in a hideous traffic for the sole sake
-of doing good.
 ¢‘ ~—by Savannah's banks of shade
The stones of his mission the preacher laid
On the heart of the negro, crushed and rent,
And made of his blood the walls’ cement ;
Bade the slave ship speed from coast to coast,
Fanned by the wings of the Holy Ghost,
And begged for the Jove of Christ, the gold
Coined from the hearts in its groaning hold.
What could it matter, more or less
Of stripes and hunger and weariness
Living or dying, bond or free,
What was time to eternity 1”

1 know of no other such example. Whitfield
gained nothing by his slave-trade enterprise,
in which he engaged only for the cause of his
orphan home. Men who traffic now on human
vights and peace do so for gain, and then
build halls and endow charities as a hope of
heaven. Vain endeavour! He that sitteth
in the heavens shall laugh. The Lord shall
have them in derision.

Let me throw out a few suggestions. The
wife and the mother are perkaps the best
types of unselfish devotion. I know we have
somedreadful wivesand someheartless mothers.
Sufficiently rare, however, to be called ex-
ception; I have a wife and I had a mother,
I know no iruer service can be rendered than
by such. Wemay learn from them that devo-
tion isunselfish. Even the monotonous wash-
ing of dishes may have an upward leading,
your chaste conversation coupled with fear
will spread a heavenly fragrance in the walks
of home. “My wife is a good woman, I know
she'll fetch me yet ” was remarked to me b
one who had entered life an unbeliever. That
is the Christian woman in business, Ze» busi-
ness.

“Of course keep woman at home” me-
thinks I hear someone say. No; if woman
wants to crowd the polls and spout on the
hustings let her try, let her ears get familiar
with the rabble row and the wild crowd’s
homage and hiss. If woman will, let her have

these “rights,” do not force them upon her;i

only in her home business she Z«as the Sav-
iour’s sympathy and the high and holy

duty of specially being the ministering angel

of life, the Christian in the home. That is
“right ” enough for one short life. No doubt
I am expected to speak of the Christian man
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in what the world calls “business,” First, then,
be homest not for policy, but for righteousness
sake. I have no doubt that Christian was an
honest workman, and Paul turned out a tent
Just as it professed to be. If you sell shoddy,
mark it as such, and when you pay your bills
give 99 cents on the dollar, and one more to
make even change. To do this, work away :
Hands were made to be useful,
If you teach them the way,
Therefore, for yourself and neighbour,
Make them useful every day.
Work away—

And you may make money, what then?! Be
the Lord’s steward, also His almoner; distri-
bute wheve, as in God's sight, there is need.
A man gives himself to the ministry, in some
cases foregoing fattering prospects some
other where ; why may not a man of business
talent give himself to honest money-making
for the sake of Christ and his cause? * My
position is not that of Peter and John who to
a needy one said ‘Silver and gold I have
none;’ silver and gold I have,such asThave]
give,” said a Christian man of some wealth to
a cause that needed aid. Why not raise the
cry—business for Christ? Would marts be
less busy and merchandise less precious /
Rather, would not our conscience be purified
in its channels, homes rendered more happy,
society Christianized, and heaven nearer be-
cause so thoroughly begun on earth.

As society grows more compact, as must be
its tendency, division of labour becomes more
marked and necessary. Do we pray the Lord
send more labourers into the fields so rapidly
ripening ? Let me raise a cry: “ Who will
enter into business for the Lord 2 'Who will

Y | make honest fortunes for Him? devoting their

profits to charities rather than palatial dwell-
ings, and be content to be esteemed a business
menager of some profitable industry” for
Christ and His cause ?

¢ Wigely and well said the eastern bard ;

‘Feear is easy and love is hard,

Easy to glow with Santon’s rage,

And walk on the Meccan prilgrimage ;

But he is greatest and best who can

Worship Allah by loving man.””

This the Christian does in business. Thus
diligent, the man in business stands before the
King of Kings and is not ashamed. Thus
may he hear and heed such lines as these that
read to him in loving living light, 1 Tim. vi.

17-19.
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WORK AND WORKERS* ’fully; and thus thc giving of the tract will

jbe but the introduction to personal wock
BY REV. W, W, SMITH. land an auxiliary to it. The introduction an

| circulation of some of the godly periodical

In execution of the task assigned me to- | literature of the tim_e, is a very direct and
day, I hardly know where to begin. The|efficient means of helwng: Christ’s cause. Better
theme is large and wide. One law strikes us |still, perhaps, if a periodical is mnade our own
at the first—that there must be the ct ltiva- by the cover, or one or two outer pages being
tion and exercise of graces, that those graces: printed with local church-matter. Thus the
may grow and flourish. “If a man will not | “ Monthly Tract” socicty furnishes churches
work, neither shall he eat,” has its spiritual | With tracts, with the church’s name and desig-
side, as well as its merely physical and social | nation on the front page. Or such a periodi-
side! In a chapter, which I will give you in|cal as the Missionary World, New York,
5 few minutes—the rough draft of one of the!twelve pages monthly, illustrated, furnished

chapters of a missionary essay T wrote a few 't fifteen cents a year, with a blank page w0
months ago—1I will take up the idea of get-| be filled by the Church or Sabbath Sehool
ting a missionary spirit into the people as a ’ 1Pself, and circulated to subseribers at twenty-
very effectual way of getting them into a ﬁye cents a year. Lca.ﬂets, of a muc‘h smaller
spirit of work at home ; just now, I want to I s1ze cou}d b.e utilized in the way of general
speak of some other plans as auxiliary to the|circulation in the congregation.
answering of the great problem “How shall: 3. Definite work for nembers. Such as
we get the church vigorously at work in the neighbourhood prayer-meetings, conducted by
Master’s cause ?2” members, “ two-and-two:” never one alone.
1. We must work largely among, and by Let one sing, and add a word or a prayer;
the yowng. ~ Gain them, and soon all will be!and the other take the lead in teaching. Ttis
gained! Need I say, that in this field the]astonishing what a benetit such work is, to
Sabbath school stands pre-eminent. T'hereithose exercising it' And a great benefit of
must much of the seed be sawn, which inisuch meetings is that the persons, in whose
after-years is éxpected to produce a spiritual | house the meeting is to be held, are sure to
harvest. Off-shoots of the Sabbath schoolinvite their neavest neighbours; who not
are namercus: Juvenile prayer-meetings, unfrequently are people who do not worship
“Mission Bands,” “Bands of Hope,” classes, at any church. Kuvangelists thus get their
for study, teacher’s meetings, and many others. | best and earliest training ! Also, the “calling
One good way is for the pastor or the super-: upon neighbours who are not known to attend
intendent to invite the young people, three or'Sabbath services anywhere. Such people will
four at a time, to his house in the evening; not uften give a refusal, when kindly invited
and get their “advice” about the best way!to “come to our church.” Andlook out for
of making fthe Sabbath school work more, them, when they come' and find them seats
effective ; and other problems. rand hymn-books; and ask them to “come
2. Make large use of the printed pagc’.la,ga.in !”  Intimes of great religious interest,
“Tract distribution” has been much recom-|such “neighbourhood prayer-meetings ” will
mended ; and yet it has often failed of accom- I naturally often develope into “evangelistic
plishing much.  The reason was, that it was services,” and the “leaders” of the Jittle
reduced to a mere mechanical work, and'prayer-meetings become © preachers” for the
neither prayer nor conversation mixed with it. time. And why not ?
If T give a person a “tract” and then sip' 4. The smaller places in Christian effort.
away, as if I were ashamed of what I had!gyuch as waiting outside a place of worship;
done, I shall not likely do that person much i handing out leaflets of invitation; or personally
good. But if I have read the tract—and been i inviting people to enter ; or actingas “ushers”

informed, and cheered and blessed by it—and ' jnside—an excellent place for a courteous
say so to the person I offer the tract to—-iyoung man to do work for the Master. I know
he will receive it more willingly, and hope- ‘3 church where twelve of the principal male
'members consulted together without the

knowledge of the pastor, and took this work

° A paper read before the Central Associstion, December |
19th, 1883, '



upon them, two-and-two, month about. I
liked the plan so well, that when I came home,
[ got two of my people—one of them an
ex-warden of his county, to be “ushers” for
a month—to try the plan. They liked it so
well, that they would not resign—and are
probably in the same office yet, as fur as 1
know! Sometimes a man, of the right gifts,
can be got to be Sunday school secretary, who
has not been hitherto available for any dis-
tinctively spiritual work. If he works well
here, the “Sunday school” will so get (nto him,
that you can soon claim him for any Sunday
school work you wish : Then, when sending
delegates to the “college-union.” select an old
member and a youny one. It will develope
the younger brother more than a whole year's
quiet work at home! EVERY MAN in fhe church,
whaterer his work or kis office 4s, should have
souebody at kis elhow, wio can take his place
on an emeryency ! Let that dictum bear
fruit, in your mings, brethren! And act on it !
We are not here forever; and we must pro-
vide sucecessors: and let every one do it—from
the greatest to the least ' and in every depart-
ment of church work | Let the tract-distribu-
tor, the “usher.” the Sunday school teacher,
the “collector” of benevolences, the prayer-
leader, the occasional evaugelist, the chorister,
the cottage preacher, the man of chalk and
Liack-board, the Sunday school superintend-
ent, the evening lecturer, the occupant of the
pulpit—all have some disciple in training.

THE SALVATION ARMY.

SECOND PAPER.

There is a passage (Heb. x. 22) which. though it
seems to stand alone in the New Testament, has sug-
gestive relation to a habit of life : ‘* Bodies washed
with pore water.” I have no intention of preaching a
sermon on cleanliness at this moment, but manifestly
dirt and religion do not go hand in hand, and on that
priuciple in some of its practical directions we would
learn sonie lessons regarding the Salvation Army move-
ment in its relation to our churches.

The principle we note is that where truth enters
outward appearances change. [F.g., it fell to the lot
of a minister who had a scattered countmy tharge to
visit, upon the outskirts of his tield, two families pro-
fessedly belonging to his denomination in a village
where was a dilapidated mill with two run of stones,
a tannery, blacksmith shop, post-oftice and store, the
ever-present tavern, and perhaps two hundred inhab-
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itants. It was a ruinous looking place at the time; if
the buildings, which with one exception were frame.
had ever known paint outside they had parted with 1t -
long years before ; a poor school house was in the.
neighbourhood, but no place of worship, nor any place
where public worship conveniently could be held, save
a loft above the tavern shed, which had been fitted for
an occasional country ball-room, in which about one
hundred people might be packed, fifty would fill it.
The winister commenced a regular monthly week
evening service, the tavern-keoper opening this loft
for the purpose. The service was a kind of novelty. -
iand with that respect rendered often by the reckless
l to unobtrusive piety, the tavern was ever kept guiet on
| the evening of service, the frequenters either attend.
ing, or quictly discussing the preacher outside. One
quiet evening however toned other evenings, besides
the minister’s visit monthly called for a little tidyiny
up; a parlour in the house where he in turn tarried
got titted up, a little paint was seen, repairs on one
house led to repairs upon another, until an air of
tidyness and thrift pervaded the place, which con-
tinued and spread till in the changes of the years the
connection was severed. The gospel may find people
in shiftlessness and squalour; they cannot remain
there if the Word has power. Who could read the
Mosaic law as divine and continu~ in slovenliness !--
unless, indeed, and there are interpretations as per-
verse, Christ's eating with ceremonially unwashed
hands be taken as meaning dirty hands ! There may
be refinement without Christianity, but Christianity
must lead ultimately to refinement. Let any one
compare the Sandwich Islands of to-day with those
islands a generation back, and see how the gospel
with its surroundings has made the wilderness to
blossom as the rose.  Visit the poorer howes of a great
city, and the Christian homes, if sach there be, may
be distinguished by their more cleanly brightness.
: The drunkard’s home and the sluggard’s lodgings are
proverbially ragged and forlorn ; they will not remain
su after reformation has set in, for though Christianity
reaches to the very depth of earth’s misery, it lightens
the darkness, and the shadows flee.

I suppose we have little conception of the mode of
life in England at the time of the great revival with
which the names of Whitfield and the Wesleys are in-
separably connected. England’s population when
George I{I. began to reign was not one-fourth larger
than Canada’s to-day, and yet in one year fifty-two
criminals were hanged at Tyburn. Bear-bating, bull
and prize fights were popular amusements. A very
popular and national sport on Shrove-Tuesday was to
take a cock as representing the French ((/allus), and.
tying it to a stake, batter it to death by hurling a stick
at it. Drunkenness and worse were not unfrequent
among the clergy of the Established Church. A bishop
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of thirty-four years had never resided on his diocese. ' doing that work before which 1 confess my inability,
It was amiust such unthinkable stupor and degradation rthus far they have my sympathy and my prayers.
that from Oxford came those voices which shook the: God prosper them in touching the most hardened with
nation and sent the gospel into the darkest homes in 'some sense ot responsibility and privilege, and God
the land. As Methodism proceeded with its work its |save them amid their—to us—manifest extravagances
followers necessarily rose in respectability and became, , from checking growth in Christian culture, and the

as the world would say, prosperous. The man who
could earn money and spent it on drink, now drank
no more, and cheerfully gave his quarterage to the
Christian body that had been the instrument of his
redemption —the slattern grew to be tidy and thrifty,
and the spendthrift did the same. Thus Wesleyan
Methodism of to-day in England represents a higher
grade in society than it did at the beginning of the
ceniury, rightly, necessarily so. Put all the work
was not done, and men who still toiled among the
irreclaimed masses found those who had been lifted
ahove that social level from which they had sprung,
out of contact, and therefore in measure out of sym-
pathy with their mode of operation, though those very
modes had first given- the volume to the movement
out of which Wesleyanism had grown, and above
which they had praiseworthily risen. This was really
the cause of the ¢‘ Primitive” movement, which even
to-day, though it too has nobly risen, reaches classes
lower down in the social scale than the Wesleyan.
Thus continually among the rapidly increasing lower
classes, movements, originating really from the in-
fluences of the higher class, and tending to raise
higher, lift up and leave of necessity their former
companionship behind. A reclaimed drunkard will
tind a better locality than the neighbourhood of the
gin palace, and old assuciations will thus cease and be
forgotten. These very necesgary conditions should be
remembered as we estimate both church and “Army”
work to-day in the respective spheres. The churches

are r.ot to be blamed for progress in temporal things!

any more than an individual to whom God gives pro-
perty, though for living or building beyond their
means, and so cramping their energies that they have
nothing to spare for the needy, they must be held re-
sponsible.

I cannot, therefore, regard the cry against the
churches for neglecting the poor as altogether just.
Certainly the apathy and neglect vf the present gen-
eration suffers none in comparison with the utter
deadness of Wesley and Whitfield’sday. The charities
and efforts put forth by all branches of the Christian
church manifest, to say the very least, a feeling of
'responsibility, and are an acknowledgment of duty,

tand for the alienation of people from the churches!

;there is at least as much blame resting upon the alien-
ated as upon the churches themselves. Nevertheless,
that does not lessen the resporsibility of going out
into the highways and hedges, compelling the wan-
derers in ; and just because the Salvation Army is

feeling of reverence, without which religious life must

‘be stunted and die. If the army is to be & permanent
~movement as Methodism, it will rise above its present
‘extravagances which outrage many truly Christian
-sentiments ; it cannot any more than Methodiem or
any other movement remain on its original level,
, without courting death ; and then should it, rising,
'fall eventually into the conventional modes of vper-
_ation time inevitably brings, some other movement
will no doubt appear to heave the lower strata of sin
and misery, which seem under existing circumstances
inseparable from our social life, that it too may see
the light and become fruitful in the sunbeans.
Thus—

‘“The old order changeth, giving place to the new,
And God fulfils himself in many ways,
Lest one ¢ood custom should corrupt the world.”

Here I may note that in order to test the sort of
t work done by the Salvation Army the London Christicn
i World addressed a series of questions to the*‘General
iof the army, Mr. Booth. The questions and replies
irefer to Kidderminster, where the paid force of the
‘army was a man and his wife, the annual expenditures
‘being £170. We give the questions and answers :

i “How many converts have been made there, say
| during the last two years, who are now adorning their
religious prefession?” ‘“Real standing cases about
400. Some of our converts have removed to other
towns. These are not included.”

‘“How many of these were members of other
churches?” ‘* None, that I am aware of.”

““ How many of these converts had been in the habit
I of attending other places of worship ! ‘“ About 200
{attended church or chapel very occasionally, chiefly
for christenings, weddings, or funerals.”

“ How many of them had never entered a place of
worship?”  ““ About 200.” ’

«  “How many of them were previously cenhrmed
drunkards?” “ Sixty noted men, beside young men
iand women who used to get drunk occasionally.”

I ‘““How many of your converts had been living in
|adultery, or had been living grossly immoral lives /"
, ¢ About forty.”

+  ‘““How many of them had frequently been in the
! receipt of charity or parish relief who are now com-
fortably supporting themselves by their own industry?”
‘“ About thirty.”

‘“ How many had been convicted of breaches of the
peace!” ¢ Twenty-one.”

‘“ How many of them had been in gaol for crime !~
¢“One had heen in twenty times, and paid over £100
in fines ; another ‘sixteen times, another nine times,
another six times, and two five times.”

‘‘ How many of them had grossly ill-used their wives
and children {” | ¢“ Thirty.”
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““How many converts in this place have left you !
and joined other churches!” ¢ About 200.” I
‘ How many such districts have you through your)
~ntire army in full work!” ¢ We have 521 such|
corps as Kidderminster, many of them a great deal
larger, besides 245 village outpusts worked from our}
Gwir town corps.” [
Two lessons we would enforce in concluding at ihisl
time. First, the lesson of Mark ix. 38.40. Secondly}
Let us more Qeeply realize that sin is a terrible factor |
in human life, that he that committeth sin is of the}
devil, and where the devil is God and heaven cannot |
be except in a strife that must reach peace only as sin |
is vanquished and Christ enthroned on His rightful
seat. Let also this fact be a reality: Christ saves
from sin, actually, wholly, and by a firm witnessing to
this realized fact men are to be won. The drunkard
can give up his cups by the grace of God in Christ, the |
selfish men his selfishness, he that stole need steel no
more, life may be lifted from its degradation, dry
bones be quickened. How ! Read John v. 6: 1
¢ Woldst thou Le made whole ¢ The power is not
with us, the will s, the ““Ye would not ”’ of Luke xiii.
34 is our condemnation. God make us willing. We
do not will so long as we prize and keep some evil of
our own, be it what if may, a sin, a habit or fear;
but wholly submissive, ‘“ He works in us to will and |
to do of His good pleasure.” Thus may we, believers
and unbelievers, yield to the strong spirit, breathing
truly,
‘¢ Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope,
And my will be lost in Thine.” 5B

DEACON LEE'S EXPERIENCE. i

;
Deacon Lee, who was a kindly, silent, faithful, ;
gracivus man, was one day waited upon by a restless, |
ambitious, worldly church member, who was labnur-v;
ing to creaie uneasiness in the church, and especially !
to drive away the minister.
The deacon came in to meet his visitor, who, after .
the usual greetings, began to lament the lov- state of |
religion, and inquired as to the reason why there had :
been no revival for the last two or three yeats. '
# Now, what do you think is the cause of things,
being dull here 77 :
The deacon was not ready to give his opinion, and,
after a little thought, frankly answered, “I don't
know.”
“Do you think the churches are fully alive 1o the
work before them 77 :
“ No, I don't.” ‘
A twinkle was seen in the oye of the troubler in;
Zion, and, taking courage, he asked, Do you think

Mr. B. a very extraordinary man?” |
“No,Tdon't.” |
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““ Do you think his sermons are anything wonder-
fully great ¢ ” ’

“No, Idon't.”

* Then don't you think we had better dismiss this
man and hire another !”

The old deacon started, as if shot with an arrow,
and, in a tone louder than his wont, shouted, * No,
I don't.”

““You talk so little, sir,” replied the questioner, not
a little abashed, ‘that no one can find out what you
do mean.”

‘I talked enough once.” replied the old man, ris-
ing to his feet, ‘‘for six praying Christians. Thirty
years ago 1 got my heart humbled and my tongue
bridled, and ever since that I've walked softly before
God. I then mede vows, solemn as eternity, and
don't tempt me to break them.”

The troubler was siartled at the earnestness of the
hitherto silent, immovable man, and asked, ** What
nappened to you thirty years ago?”

“ Well, sir, I'll tell you. I wasdrawn into ascheme
just like this of yours, to vproot one of God’s servants
from the field in which He had planted him. In my
blindness I fancied it a little thing to remove one of
the ‘stars’ which Jesus holds in His right hend, if
thereby my ear could be tickled by more flowing words,
and the pews filled with those who turned away from
the simplicity of the Gospel. I, and the men that Jed
me—for I admit thatI was a dupe and a fool—flattered
ourselves that we were doing God a service when we
drove that holy man from the pulpit and his work,
and said we considered his work done in B——, where
1 then lived. We groaned because there was no revi-
val while we were gossiping about and criticising and
crushing him, instead of upholding him by our efioris
and our prayers, the very insirument at whose hand
we harshly demanded the blessings.

““Well, sir, he could not drag on the chariot of sal-
vation with half a dozen of us taunting him fov his
weakness, while we hung as a dead weight to the
wheels ; he had not the Spirit, as we thought, and
could not convert men ; so we hunted him like a deer,
till, worn and bleeding, he fled into a covert to die.

‘ Scarcely had he gone, when God came in amony
us by His Spirit, to show that He had blessed the
labours of His dear, rejected servant. Our own
hearts were broken, and our wayward children con-
verted ; and Iresolved, at a convenient season, to visit
my former pastor and confess my sin, and thank him
for his faithfulness to my wayward sons, which, like
long buried seed, had now sprung up. But God de-
nied me that relief, that He might teach me 2 lesson
that every child of His ought to learn—that he who
toucheth one of His little ones, toucheth the apple of
Bis eye.

““I heard my pastor was ill, and, taking my oldest
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son with me, set out on a twenty-five mile ride to see  * And since that day, sir, I have talked less thap
him. It was evening when I arrived, and his wife, | before, and have supported my pastor, even if he is
with the spirit which any woman ought to exhibit | nota very extraordinary man. My tongue shall cleave
toward one who had so wronged her husband, denied | to the roof of my mouth, and my right hand forget
me admittance to his chamber. She said (and her iiis cunning, before I dare to put asunder what God
words were like arrows to my soul): ‘he may be dying, | has joined together. When a minister's work is done
and the sight of your face might add to his anguish.’ |in a place, I believe God will show it to him. T will
Had it cume to this, I said to uyself, that the man not join you,sir, in the scheme that brought you here ;
whose labours had, through Christ, brought me into iand, moreover, if I hear another word of this from
His fold, who had consoled my spirit in a terrible | your lips, I shall ask the hrethren to deal with you as
bereavement, and who had, until designing men had with one who causes divisions.

alienated us, been to me a brother-—that this man ‘I would give all I own to recall what I did thirty
could not die in peace with my face Lofore him. ¢ God : years ago.

pity me !’ Icried ; “what have I done?’ I confessedi ‘‘Stop where you are, and pray God, if perchance
my sins to that meek woman, and implored her, for the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.”
Christ’s sake, to let me kneel before His dying servant; This decided reply put an end to the new-comer's
and receive his forgiveness. jefforts to get a minister who could make more of a

“What did T care then whether the pews by the ‘ stir. The;e is often great power in the little word
door were rented or not ? I would gladly have taken ! ‘ no;” but sometimes it requires not a little courage
his whele family to my home forever, as my flesh and 'to speak it so resolutely as did the silent deacon.—
blood : but no suck happiness was in store for me. ! Selected.

“As I entered the room of the blessed warrior, =
whose armor was falling from his limbs, he opened his |
eyes and said, * Brother Lee ! Irother Lee !’ I bent !
over him and sobbed out, ‘ My pastor !’ Thep, raising'
his white hand, he said, in a deep, impressive voice, :
*Touch not Mine anointed, and do My propheis no
harm.’ i

13 - 1 ¢ - .

I spoke tenqer]y to h'un, and told h}m ! l‘x‘a d come i The English Protestant missionarv and his native
to confess my sin and bring some of his fruit to him: . >
- . . . 1 assistants are to this day excluded from the large and
(calling my son to tell him how he had found Christ). ! . . it .
. : . .. .populous island of New Caledonia, on which the Lon-
But he was unconscious of all around him ; the sight | .. R 3
. . 'don Missionary Society had teachers many years prior
of my face had brought the last pang of earth to his A
. S g A S . to the advent of the French and the Jesuits.
troubled spirit. I kissed his brow and told him how | ™ _. . - oy
: - X Sixty miles east of New Caledonia lies the low la-
dear he had been to me. I craved his parden for my | - - . -
. Sy by L ; goon island of Uvea, with a population of about 2,000
unfaithfulness, and promised to care for his widow | . N
. . - isouls. Eighteen years ago a Protestant mission was
and fatherless little ones; but his only reply, mur-! N .
s P | started on Uvea. The year after, two French priests-
mured as if in a troubled dream, was, ‘Touch not | : .
. , 'landed on the same island. One tribe embraced
Mine anointed, and do My prophets no harm. P N X -
T ] X i Popery ; but the majority of the inhabitants, occupy-
. I staid by him all night, and at daybreak I closed ling six villages, embraced Protestantism. Portions of
his eyes. _ ) . ithe Bible have been translated into the native lan-
‘T offered his \vidou"a house to 'live in the remain- ! ynage, and most of the Protestant natives can read
der of her days; but, like a heroine, she said: “Iland write, Yeta steady, relentless system of religious
reely forgive you, but my children, who entered deeply | persecution has been carried on for many years past.
into their father’s anguish, shall never see me so re- | Op one occasion an old chief and a child, who lay sick
aardless of his memory as to take anything from those lin a house, were burnt to death. I hav, in my pos-

@Iission X&) otes.

THE FRENCH IN THE PACIFIC.

A MISSIONARY’S TESTIMONY TEN YEARS AGO.

who caused it. He has left us all with his covenant
God, and He will care for us.

¢ Well, sir, those dying words sounded in my ears
from that coffin, and from that grave. When I slept,
Christ stood before me in a dream, saying, ¢ Touch not
Mine anointed, do My prophet no harm.” These words
followed me till I fully realized the esteem in’which
Christ holds those men who have given up all for His
sake, and I vowed to love them evermore for His sake,
even if they are not perfect.

session a copy of St. Matthew's Gospel in the Uvean
language ; the corner of the book is cut off by the
axe that split the skull of the owner, and the first
pege is besmeared with his blood. The French civil
authorities have been repeatedly appealed to without
effect. An earnest appeal on behalf of the suffering
Protestants of Uves was made by the Evangelical
Alliance to the late Emperor Napoleon, with but slight
results. The houses of all the Protestants on the
island have been burnt ; thousands of cocoanut-trees
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have been cut down, and very much food destroyed.
And yet the French Colonial Government looks quistly
on, unable or unwilling to bring the criminals to jus-
tice. Still there are 700 Protestants left on Uvea.

So near were the dwellings of the unfortunate Pro-
testants to the residence of the ‘¢ pere,” that he might,
on the veranda of his house, have read his missal by
the light of the conflagration. Itis impossible that he
could not have heard the shrieks of the murdered.
When in September, 1872, I walked over the charred
sites of chapels and houses, I naturally asked whether
the ““peref” did not come out to tell his people to
spare the poor Protestants. I was laughed at for my
simplicity. We were assured by the natives that the
avowed object of all these persecutions, murders, and
fightings is the extinction of Protestantism. That
many of our converts should succumb to the weighty
arguments of fire and musket is not tv be wondered
at. Others declining the alternative of submission to
Rome or death, took refuge in a fort near the sea. Sov
closely were they watched by their fues that it was
almost impossible to obtain food. In the middle of
last year a number of defenceless Pretestant women
ventured to collect food in the bush. They were set
upon by the Papists, and so terribly hacked that nine
of them died. Another party of women was caught ;
their hands were tied together and then pounded with
the backs of tomahawks. When the Papists were
charged with crulty towards these helpless wumen,
they replied that it was done by order of the priests.
And we have reason to believe that they spoke the
truth, for on the Sabbath day preceding these mur-
ders, a boat filled with those who committed these
crimes went over to the priest’s residence and returned
in the evening. On Monday morning afterwards the
poor women were butchered. On one vccasiun, ere
the lasi-named atrocities had been committed, the con-
duct of the priests was brought by the Protestant mis- |
sionaries before the Resident on Lifu (there is none;
on Unvea). Thai gentleman (a man of right feeling), -
Frenchman-like, shrugged his shoulders and remarked, |
¢¢ You clergyman are above all law,” doubtless mean- |
ing that it is out of the power of the civil authorities |
to control the action of the Jesuit priests, for no Pro- E
testant minister of religion would fail to uphold law,
and order. When, ajter the commission of the later
atrocities, the Panist party was ordered by the Resi- |
dent to deliver up their muskets, the priests destroyed
the locks. i

&lorrespondence.

OUR COLLEGE.

Mr. Eprror,—At the last annual meeting of the
college a resolution was adopted, on motion of Mr.
P. H. Burton and Rev. J. B. Silcox, thanking the
good friends who have so generously contributed to
the erection of the college building ; recognizing
‘“ that it is our duty wherever we may Ye situated to
contribute as much of our means towards the comple-
tion of the building and its full equipment,” etc. :
and urging upon the pastor of each church a special
effort towards contributing such sums s each church
may feel able to give.

I take this resolution as my text for an appeal tv
these who passed it, and to all others interested in
our college work, to come forward and render such
assistance as they can in this *‘ special effort.” The
work on, or rather in, the new building has been con-
tinued all through the asutumn and winter, so that
I am glad to say the building is fast approaching com-
pletion. We may possibly Lold the closing service of
the present session in the new hall ; though the college
will not.be formally opened till a later date. The
Board have appointed two committees to consider
and report on: (1) Arrangements for the furnishing
and equipment of the building : and (2) To consider
plans, and prepare regulations for the domestic econ-
omy of the house. Both commitiees are at work,
dealing carefully with the matters referred to them.
It is with the former that I have to do in this letter.
And here let me say that whilst it is not the intention
of the Board to indulge in or to encourage unneces-
sary expenditure on costly furniture, etc., in fittiny
up students’ rooms, library, and lecture rooms, yut
they do not mean to have the work done on the
““cheap and nasty * principle, which is always the
dearest in the long run. For example, they wish
the studenis’ rooms to be decently carpeted, and to
have good and sufficient bedding, and other furniture :
such, indeed, as are to be found in any respectable
Canadian home. We have ascertained that
furnish a room in this style will cost 860 or $63.
What I beg to ,suggest is this, that, in accord-
ance with the resolution I have quoted, individuals, or
churches, will come forward and undertake the fur-
nishing, say, of one or more students’ rooms, which

to

jmay be designated by the benefactors’ names, on their

I might add many details, but refrain. All the;undertaking to bave them kept well furnished and in
world krows how Popery was introduced to the Sand- | good repair in the future. By such distribution of
wich Islands, to Tahiti, and to Tonga, viz.: by the guns i the work needed to be done, it may be most speedily
of the ¥rench navy. The native nickname for Popery {and easily accomplished. We think that, at present.
is, * thereligion of the man-of-war,” i.e., the religion | tigelve rooms thus furnished will be sufficient to mect
of compulsion.—1. Wyatt Gill, B.4., in the Evan-|the demand. This will involve more than half of the
gelical Magazi-iwc. 1 estimated sum total,—say $1,200,—required specially
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for furnishing ; whilst the remainder will he needed | labour all spent in spinning out baseless theories, that
for fitting up the lecture rooms, hall and library. with ! might be profitably employed in ‘‘ warning every
kitchen and servants’ quarters. It will be agreat sat- ) man, in teaching every mar in all wisdom, that we
isfaction to the Board, if their constituents and other 1 may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”
friends of the college, to whom they earnestly make ' Times of spiritual deadness in the church have ever
this appeal, will give a prompt, as well as a generous : been fruitful in producing dangerous errors, and the
response thereto, for it is their desire to have every ! best means to counteract these is genuine religious
“stick of furniture” paid for before the building is'awakening, or

cecupied. : A REVIVAL OF RELIGION.

The matters referrved to the other committee, I need
nut further enlarge upon here, as they will come up
for consideration at other times and places, than to
say that they are of prime importance to the future’
well-being and success of the college under the new
regime. The committee are seeking and obtaining,
from other colleges in Canada much valuable informa-
tion, which they are thankful to say has been afforded
them with great readiness and fullness. The Question
of degrees in divinity, referred by the last annual
wmeeting to the Board, has been carefully dealt with
by them. At their last meeting a draft of the re-
uired Act to amend the Act of Incorporation was pre-

There are numerous indications, that our own churches
in common with others in our country are enjoying
this at present, or are earnestly calling upon Gud for
the great power of the Holy Ghost to accompany His
word, that, as in the early days of our dispensation,
multitudes may be saved. Theve ar'e some who have
prejudices against what are called revivals. Ihave
no hesitativn in saying such prejudices are unfounded,
such may have seenonly the weaknesses, o the human
imperfectness of revivals. Multitudes on the Contin-
ent of Europe, in South America, and other countries,
have rejected Christianity, because they have only

. ’ seen thai Christianity as taught and lived by the
sented by a committee ad hoc, and adopted ; the neces- apostate Church of Rome. So in revivals, some objec-

sary official notice of application to the Legislature of 4.5 1av have only witnessed the nuise, and extrava-
Quebee has been duly given ; and the Act has been' o0 and rant that have un sume occasions been the
forwarded to the Hon. Mr. Lynch, who has very kind- [y oo ang disgrace of such a work, but no part of
iy promised to take charge of it for us. Without going the work ifs lf. “‘If that is Christianity,” says the

into details about it, I may say that it applies for .1\ 415 is an eye witness to the gorgeous display of

power to confer the degrees of B.D. and D.D..in -y o church, then ‘I wont have anything to do with

course, or on special examination, and makes no pro-: it.” *¢If this is » revival,” says the man who happens
~ision for honourary degrees.

o . . . 'to hear the loud unmeaning declamation, the impiou
In all likelihood, I shall not have time v¢ write to g i ’ pious

the CANADIAN INLEPENDENT n before the close of language addressed tv the Holy One, in the name of
e CaNapraxy INDEPENDENT again before the close of | . :
the present session ; and thnrebfore I take this oppor- ' Froo o perhaps the loud cries, or. the poundings, and

P ’ L ? ppor-. jumpings of men and women,in an assembly, ‘then I

sunity of recalling to the attention of your readers do not wanta revival.” NordoI. But this is not

Y e A .
2}0 t“b , .ed‘.to :mlf :;lhp t ouching the attendance at : any part of & genuine work of the Holy Spirit, though

16 begiuing of the session. "I would®not condemn, even noise, and demonstration.
The closing service will be held on Wednesday, i

7+ ' T could not get any good out of it, nor do d i
April 9th ; let us try to have a good meeting—good in |, cou ¢ nok ge* any & Ol 1O any good in

. it. Others may, the revival I am advocating is
respect of attendance, spirit, and last, though not: Vs 2

least, of s liberal collection for the college library. ésmlply MULTIPLIED CONVERSIONS.
Montreal, Feb. 14th, 1884 GrorGE CoRNIsH. ' Revivals are abnormal, there sh.c_mld be no need for
them in the church. If the children of the church
MR. HALL'S LETTLR. ‘ were brought up in the nurture and admonition of the

—_— , Lord, if believers walked in the spirit, the entire force
DEeax EpiTor,— Permit me to continue the subject , of the Christian church could be devoted to the evan-
with which I closed my last letter. Itis one of vital’ gelization of the heathen. But it is not so ; profess-
importance always, and in every place. It is one that | ing Christians are few in comparison to the multitude
is sometimes left in abeyance, and amid the multitude | outside the church. Now, there are two ways at least
of duties that are pressing upon busy Christians, there ; by which that multitude may be reached, and brought
is ever danger that it may be neglected. = We live in . to Christ. A fisherman may go out with his hook and
an age of organization, of societies ; an age when de- | line and secure a single fish each time he lets down his
mands are made upon our time that often leaves too i line ; or he may go out with his net, and inclose at
little for guiet thought, secret prayer, and devout '| one cast of his net & multitude. So it may be in fish-
meditation. We live in an age of needless speculation | ing for souls; I care not which plan is adopted, on the
zegarding the destiny of human souls, and energy and | whole I prefer the former : that is simply
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A CONTINUOUS REVIVAL, mo a few days ago: “ How can we expect a crop if we
such as was the nature of the work of one of our|dvnot plough and sow theseed? How can we expegt
honoured ministers in England, John Angel James: | €OnVCrsivns in our churches if wg do not labour for
such is I think, largely the claracter of Charles them ? An°th01: remarked : “I never lfnew: of
Spurgeon’s work in London, though he advocates |failure, when the right means were adopted with right
special eflorts, and has such yearly in his great taber- motives.” Are we not in deep earnest for this? Do
nacle. I suppose if pastors and people constantly we not need such a work at presen.t sbove every-

: thing else? Do we not see our children going to
ruin in pursuit of the sinful pleasures of the
there would be a continual ingathering, and this fact | world?  How many parents, members of our
would arrest the attention of the ungodly, and cause | churches, have spoken to me of late about their
multitudes to consider their ways and turn unto the|children who are unsaved! What can be done
Lord. Conversions are few ; additions to the churches | ¢ bring them into the household of faith! A
are of rare occurrence. The world is in the hearts of | well eonducted protracted meeting would undoubtedly
men, and the spirit of the world too «ften apparent in | be the means of the salvation of thousands, in our
the conduct of the'church. The gospel is listened to!congregations. I have heard enough during the past
as an oft-repeated tale that has lost its interest;|few weeks to lead me to believe that the
hearers go away from the house of God to their follies }

and their sins. Whitﬁeld. used to say ‘the “'?rm 151 has come, many of our brethren have enjoyed blessed
in a profound sleep, and it requires a loud voice t01.0,50n of revival, and have added numbers to their
awake it. G'od has dulrmg the entire thatory of the] membership. A brother said to me: ** God seems to
church, both in Old Testament and in New Testament { e giving us tokens of His approval in all our work,
times, used special agencies, and led His servants to | =

put forth extraordinary cfforts, to revive His church, !Will we address ourselves nobly, self-denyingly to

and a“'a.ken_.sinners. 1 n_eed only ‘mention, Moses, [ the blessed work he has given us todo?! Will we
Samuel, Elijah, Ezra, Josiah, Buekiel, the apostles ; | g0 i Jipora) things for His cause ; or will we neglect

and in morelr'ec}fnt};irlnes, Lu'thtg, Cla lv:}n,\%\n (;x’ Stt:g | our opportunity, think more of our gold, our pleasures,
more recently che Haldanes in Scutland, Wesley and) - case, vur honour, than of His glory, and the eternal

Whitfield in Eng]anq, Edv:-'ards, I‘{ettlet(m, and t'he‘salvafzion of our fellow-men, for whom Christ died !
elder Beecher, and Finney in America. Ma.r{y of.theg God forbid. Then let us put large gifts into His
more Tecent evangelists have been Congregationalists, trensury, consecrated effort into His service, and wise
z;.s were many of t]'mose of the last century. (;I‘ hles.e MER | fabour into winning souls ; and, assuredly, God will
_o_und a slumbering church, and a world lying ' | revive us again, and His people be glad, and rejvice
wickedness ; and, putting the gospel trumpet "to their in Him? ;

lips, they blew so loud and loqg, that t.he sleepel_*s' My heart has been so full of this subject I could not
awoke, and th?.dead were ra‘;?‘.l to .lge‘ ‘hTh elﬁ avoid saying so much, though it may be considered
n}ethnds of working were very diverse ; but they all |, g0 &0 my work, and may occupy the space uaually
aimed at the same object—the salvation of the masses. devoted to missionary intelligence. You will find

Every one of them conducted room for that too I hope. I will begin then with
HAMILTON.

They did not find men any more pliable or ready to! I spent a Sunday with the kind and wise pastor of
give up their sins and accept Christ, than we find them | the church. The cold was intense, bui the congrega-
to-day, but they resolved that yield they must ; and, if | tions were good. I addressed a large congregation on
the ordinary means did not produce the desired result, | Sunday. The church edifice has been much improved
they would employ the extraordinary, like Joshua |since I was here last year, and signs of life and progress
marching round Jericho from day to day for seven !are very manifest. Rev. Mr. Morton isa steady earnest
days, they too would preach, night after night, and | worker, one who thoroughly believes in the 0UId
day after day, they would pray, and exhort, and invite | Gospel, and in its complete adaptation to the wants
«thers to the same, until the stronghold was captured ; | of men. He isin full sympathy with every good work
until men began to ask in downright earnest, * What | of our denomination, especially our missionary work.
must we do to be saved 27  If we expect results we | T gpent a pleasant hour with our venerable brother, the
must Jabour, we must labourjfor’specific results. If|Rev. Thomas Baker, of whom you spoke in your last.
we announce a protracted meeting, and get the people | It was a rare pleasure to meet such a man, so full of
together, and we will get them if we try, we should | joy, so ripe for the kingdom, and so deeply interested
have one great object in view, the reviving of God's|in all the affsirs of our denomination. I arranged to
people, the conversion of sinners. A brother said to ] visit another vencrable father, Rev.'A. McGill. M. A.,

WATCHED FOR SOULS,

SET TIME TO FAVOUR OUR CHURCHES

PROTRACTED MEETINGS.

as a denomination, to prove us.” Will we be faithful 2*
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but the snow block rendered this impossible.
lives some five miles from the city. This pleasureis
still in reserve.

ST. CATHARINES.

The missionary meeting here, was held on a night
of storm and cold that had no parallel in my experi-
ence except that of last year on a similar occasion.
The first thing I noticed, for I went from the cars to
the meeting, was the great improvement in the interior
of the Tabernacle.  Kalsomine and paint has put a
new aspect on the auditorium. The congregations are
improving, and the pastor’s heart is cheered by (uite
a number uniting with the church on profession of
faith. Still the crying need of our church in St.
Catharines is a new building in a more central part of
the city. This the friends hope to have before a very
long time.

FROME.

This is the mother church of the Province of On-
tario, organized in 1819. It has been ever since a
centre of blessed and holy influences. For years its
ministers travelled over a vast extent of territory,
carrying the gospel to the early settlers in their scat-
tered dwellings, when Lendon, St. Thomas, Ingersol,
and many other large cities and towns were not thought
of. Some of our most useful ministers have been born
here, and the good work is still in progress. The
cause was very low when, twelve months agu, the Rev.
Mr. Allworth was induced to accept a unanimous call.
In his hands, already, things begin to look better, and
the members are full of hope that great things are in
store for them. There are a great many young people
in the congregation. Upon these Mr. Alworth is be-
stowing great care and labour. Frome needs a new
church edifice. I do not know if the present has
stood since 1819, butit hasstood nearly as long as it can,
certainly as long as it should.  There'is net a church
in the Province but should consider it a privilege to
put a brick in a new building. Mz, Alworth has been
a successful builder in the past; 1 think he is quite
eyual to similar work in the future.

SHEDDBN
1s two and a half miles from Frome, and has a very

He]

i
the Congregational. Now there are Methodist and
Proshytorian churches, and consequently the Congre-
gational meeting in the mother church is very much
smaller, but there is a good Sunday school, and work
enough for all.  We have come here to stay.
EDGEWORTH

is the name of the first church erected in these parts
by Rev. Wm. Burgess. The first building is still used
but it is quite vut of ate, and the site of & new one is
secured : but for the very bad harvest of last year, the
building would be going up  Here I met the good
brother referred to above and his two sons who are
ministers, and several other members of his family
who are active and useful in the church. He isyet
hale and hearty, and full of zeal for the glory of God.
| This is a very interesting tield, and our brother should
+be encouraged. The country is comparatively rough
yet, but it has a great future beforeit. Special services
were to be commenced on the fcllowing evening. I
was informed that such meetings have always heen
| attended with guod resulis. I noticed alarge number
'nf young people who gave marked attention to the
1 word preached.

|

WATFORD.
There was a fair attendance at the missivnary meet-
ing here. The congregation has suftered Yreatly dur-
ing the past few months from deaths and removals,
| The chuzch building is situated in an unconvenient
| place for the congregation. They would dv well to
| move it to a more central spot.
' WARWICK (ZION).

This congregation as the former is under the pastoral
charge of Rev. Robert Hay. Good attendance at the
meeting, which was addressed by Rev. W. Shannon,
the pastor, and the writer.

WARWICK (EBENEZAR).

The buildigg has been improved since last year.
There was an enthusiastic meeting, though the state
of the roads militated against the attendance. There
seems to be progress and much to encourage in this
part of the field.

LAKE SHORE.

i Our minister has the use of a Methodist church

preity church. Mr. Alworth preaches vnce un the | here. The attendance waslarge, cumpuosed principally
Sabbath here to a good congregation, many of whom , of members of other denominations, who Ilearn attend
come several miles. The attendance at both meetings ; regularly upon the ministry of Mr. Shannon. There
was small owing to the severity of the weather. ; are very few Congregational families.

FOREST.

There was a large meeting. The Methodist Episco-
pal church is used by our congregation till they pur-
chase or build their own. The old church being now
to small, and otherwise unsuitable. The Rev. Mr.
Shannon began his labours here in June last, and has
had much to encourage himsince. The attendance at
all services is good.  He preaches at the three places

TILBURY CENTRE.

There is a church here under the pastoral care of
the Rev. E. Burgess, son of the Rev. Wm. Burgess,
of Valetta, who more than twenty years ago came into
these parts, when the country was covered with bush,
and few settlers for many miles around. When I was
here last year, Tilbury Centre, or Henderson Village
as it was then called, had only one place of worship,
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I have named on the Lord's day. When they have
their own church building in Forest. I have nodoubt he
will be still further cheered in his work. This field
had been vacant for quite a while and I was much
pleased to find the progress that had been made in
such a short time. Our brother is working faithfully,
and with marked success. At the three laat named
meetings Mr. Hay and Mz, Shannon rendered impor-
tant services. The failure in the crops last year,
makes it difficult for the congregations in this entire
section of country to meet their obligations, but they
are hopeful, and determined to do their best.
PARIS.

I preached here on Sunday morning to a good con-
gregation. The Rev. Mr. Hughes who has been
settled here over a year, seems to be happy and sue-
cessful in his work. The annual contributions for the
Missionary Society will be made at once, and the
paster urged the claims very strongly. The evening
of the same day I presented the claims of our suciety
n

BRANTFORD.

The church rejoices in having at length obtained a
pastor that is likely to conserve the interest of the con-
gregation, gnd remain at his post. Mr. George Fuller,
of our own college, entered upon his work about six
menths ago, and has had much encouragement since.

All the institutions of the church are greatly im-
proved and the various denominational claims are very
cheerfully responded to.

The Brantford iriends are both able and willing to
help. The cold weather and incessant work of the
past few weeks, resulted in a shert but severe

FIT OF ILLNESS,
but with the divine blessing on the medical skill of
my good friend Dr. Nichol, and the faithful nursing
of the kind-hearted family of Mr. J. O. Wisner, and
three days’ complete rest with my relative Pev. Mr.
Stringfellow in Cownsville, T was all right for work on
the following Sunday in
GUELPH.

I regretted deeply my inability to attend the in-
stallation service of Rev. J. C. Ross, Kincardine.
Having Dbeen instrumental in his removal from
Nova Scotia to this place, I wasanxious to be present
to speak of his work among the churchesin the Lower
Province, but fortunately there were other ministerial
brethren present who knew him longer and better than
1. I have heard singe, that the council was highly
pleased with Mr. Ross, and the congregation who were
so anxious to have a man able to preach to them in
their own language (Gaelic) are greatly pleased, and
already they have much larger congregations. Brother
Skinner did good work here, as good perhaps as any
man could, who was unable to speak the language of

.

the people. The missionary meeting was held at the
same time as the Installation, and was enthusiastic,
|,resulting in larger collections than last year. I was
i equally sorry to disappoint the meetings in

| TURNBURY AND HOWICK.

! The Rev. J. B. Saer was the deputation at these.
as well as Kincardine, and reports good meetings.
, Returning to Guelph, I presented the claims of the
! Missionary Society at the morning service. The Lord
'has been blessing the work of vur brother Rev. D.
McGregor, and a goodly number have been recently
added to the church on profession of faith. There is
a large and promising ** Young People’s Association.”
The Sunday school, and in fact all the work of the
church is in 2 most hopeful state. They make theiv
cullections later on, and promise not to be behind
| last year, but better if posssble,

SPEEDSIDE.

I gave the evening of same day to this piace. Very
recently the Rev. W. F. Clarke has settled here. He
is well known to the congregation, having supplied
when he was settled in Guelph some years ago. The
friends are very pleased to have him here once more,
tand look forward to a time of upbuilding and vevival
after along vacancy. Rev. Mr. McKay, Presbyterian,
and Mr. Clarke took partin the missionary service
I which was attended by a large congregation.
| Here I must stop, having occupied already perhaps,
too much of your space. But this is our busy season,
and you will excuse. Tros, HauL.

Kingston, Ont.

THE MARITIME PROVINCES.

Me. EpiToRr,—1It is gratifying to learn that our
churches in the Lower Provinces are, for the most
part, supplied with men who are earnest and true.
This happy state of things has been brought about
’ chiefly by the blessing of God upon the efforts of the
present devoted missionary secretary, Rev. J. W,
Cox, B.A., in conjunction with those of our beloved
superintendent, Rev. Thos. Hall. In a private note
to the writer, a dear brother says:—‘ Cornwallis is
! rejoicing in the loving labours of Rev. Mr. Musgrove.
{ He appears to be a very zealous man in the cause of
the Master. Rev. Mr. Mackintosh is doing well in
Yarmouth. Rev.Dr. Watson is doing well in Che.,
bogue.” Such reports are very encouraging. Permit
me to congratulate the Cornwallis Church on securing
the services of Rev. Mr. Musgrave.—J. B. T. ‘

THERE is less liberty in Turkey for Protestant
missions thanformeriy. TheSultan seems embittered
against other nations, and is also piacing greater re-
strictions than formerly upon his subjects who profess
the American or Nestorian faitk,
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IMews of the Elhurches.

Bavpeck, Care BreroN.—The infant church here,
organized last fall by the banding together of eight
persons, is not only gradually and surely gaining
strength, but also, and especally, influence in the neigh-
bourhood.  More preaching has been listened to,
meetings for prayer have been held, and more spiritual |
concern has been expressed since its formation, than
was ever before known here in the same time. In-
deed times of refreshing have come. The Congrega-
tionalists, however, were not left to work alone in this
portion of the vineyard, but were workers together
with others who came and were also in real earnest
both in the labvur and gathering the fruits. Although
some young persons who commenced church life with
us have been influenced to join other regiments of the
great army, still seven additional members may be
considered as holding fast with us. But the amount
of good accomplished is by no means to be measured
merely by the number of new names added to the
church. Efforts are being made and site secured on
which tv cominence, as soon as possible, t¢ huild a
cheap, but suitable place of worship; and although
our numbers are few and financially weak, yet we hope
and trast that the Lord has means somewhere among
His people, which may be brought in to aid His word
in this central village and important part of the Island
-of Cape Breton.—J. 8.

BrantFOoRD.—We have roceived from an onlooker
"an interesting letter, too long however for insertion
-at this time, regarding the work of this church under
the present pastor, Mr. Fuller. The services of the
church and the work of the Sunday school are specially
mentivned as both solemn and edifying. Friends old
-and new are gathering together, the pastor’s salary has
been increased $200, and the work goes cheerily on.
‘Certainly we have cause to take thankful courage, as
we hear the good news from this old and in many ways
;sorely tried field. TrE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT par-
takes of Brantford progress in a substantial addition
tv its subscribers through the energy of the pastor
there. Let the good work be sped.

~ Corvwarris.—Since Mr. Thompson left in Septem-
sher the pulpit has been supplied partially by Rev. Mr.
Musgrove whose sermons are greatly enjoyed by the
people. We hear that the friends have obtained him
-for the pastor of that church.

Doiceras.—The members of the church and congre-
"getion came over to the parsonage one of the evenings
of the closing days of the year and brought with them
2 number of useful articles, helpful in furnishing the
mew house, An address was read expressive of their
attachment to the pastor and his wife.

EatoN.—The installation services of Rev. George
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Skinner, late of Kincardine, Ont., were held on the
23rd of January, 1884. The following ministerial
brethren took part in the exercises:—Rev. George
Purkis, of Waterville ; Rev. L. P. Adams, of Fitch
Bay; Rev. Mr. Brainerd, of Sherbrooke ; and Rev.
George Willett, of Cowansville ;—each of the minis-
ters representing the churches under their charge,

land Deacon Hiram French and Robert Armstrong

representing the church in this place. The Rev. L.
P. Adams was elected moderator, and Robert Arm-
strong seribe of the council. The call given to Mr.
Skinner and his acceptation of the same having been
read, and his credentials being satisfactory to the
brethren assembled, Mr. Skinner gave a short state-
ment of his doctrinal views, church polity, etc., before

the council, which were also satisfactory. The
brethren then proceeded to the installation. The
chair was occupied by the moderator. Rev. Mr.
Brainerd conducted the devotivnal exercises. Rev.

George Purkis, then gave an address on ‘‘ Congrega-
tional Principles” after which Mr. Skinner gave a
statement of his call to the work in the Master's vine-
yard. Rev. L. P. Adams offered the installation
prayer, and also gave the charge tu the people. Rev.
George Willett gave the right hand of fellowship also
the charge to the pastor. Short addresses were given
by Rev. A. Gillies (Baptist) and Rev. Messrs. Rob-
inson and Reed (Methodist). The services were en-
livened by appropriate music well rendered by the
choir. The audience was large and appreciative and
dispersed feeling that it was good to be there. We
trust the union so happily made may long continue
and much good will be the result.

GaraFrRAXA.~—The reports from this church show
progress first in that which constitutes true church
growth, times of refreshing and ingathering. Asa
result temporal gifts have multiplied. The Home
Mission contributions have increased fourfold, other
departments also show growth. The receipts for the
year were $1,674, Expenditure, 81,553, which includes
the money spent on the new manse. The pastor’sreport
speaks hopefully and earnestly in view of the future,
and breathes the spirit, ‘“ not already attained, but we
press on.” The Sunday school work is bright and
earnest. The Christmas tree entertainment, by the
Sunday school of the First churck on December 24th,
was successful both as regards attendance and pro-
gramme.

GEORGETOWN. —We are always glad to read the
¢ News of the Churches ” and especially to note signs
of life and growth. Our anniversary meetings have
come and gone. The Sunday school Christmas tree
festival, on Dec. 27th, was a complete success. The
school room was crowded with children and friends of
the school. The order of the evening consisted in an
excellent tea provided by the ladies of the church and
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congregation ; and an entertainment by the school,
comprising concert exercises, readings, recitations and
music; and the stripping of a well-laden Christmas
tree whose tokens of remembrance and Sunday school
greetings apparently made each pupil happier than
another, and, we trust, gratoful to God for the exist-
ence of the Sunday school. On Janusry 13th, the
anniversary services of the church were held. Pastor
Wetherald, of St. Catharines, preached both morning
and evening to large and appreciative congregations.
Our good brother brought messages of joy and help
in the texts : Isaiah xii. 2, and 1 Cor. xiii. 13. On the
following Monday and Tuesday evenings, an Art Ex-
hibition was held in the town hall. The entertain-
ment embraced the exhibition of a valuable loan of
paintings in oil and water colours, and chromos and
crayons, etc., and geological and zoological specimens
and curiosities, etc. Good music, vocal and instru-
mental, in addition to the band, helped to make the
new departure a success. The idea proved a good one,
instructive and a success. The receipts of the anni-
versary meetings were §73.28. On Thursday, January
31st, the annual business meeting of the church was
held. " The various reports showed a year of steady
growth and work. During the year ten have been
received into church fellowship on profession of their
faith, and two removed by death leaving an increase
of nine. 'We feel the decease of Mrs. James Barber,
widow of the late James Barber, Esq., paper manu-
facturer. Last October after a brief illness she peace-
fully fell asleep. The funeral sermon was preached
by the Rev. Joseph Unsworth toa large congregation.
The Sunday school manifests a degree of life and
vigour and an addition of over twenty names to the
roll. Our school, though not large, has decided to
help in mission work. The first Sabbath of each
month is called the missionary Sunday. The collec-
tions, at the end of the year, are to be equally divided
between Home and TForeign Mission work. The
future church will be what we make the school. As
the germ so the tree. The financial report showed a
balance on hand after meeting all liabilities. The
church debt of $960.85, being principal and interest
for the year, has been about met. Manumit achurch
from debt and you remove what too frequently kills
life and hope. Though, thus strengthening the things
that remain, college and mission claims have not been
forgotten and the pastor's salary increased. We are
going forward in hope of spiritual quickening. May
it be ours to work and to wait for the work is the
Lord’s. Welook to Him who alone can make a church
in earnest —Cox.

Gueren. —The Sunday school, in connectionwith the
Congregational church here, has taken eighty shares
in the new missionary steamer, ¢ The Morning Star.”

KeLvin—CHURCH OreENING,—Our church in Kel-
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vin wes destroyed by fire in April last, and steps were
at vnce taken to put a better one in its place. As s
result we have a pretty brick building, 30x40 with
tower and belfry costing $1,375, exclusive of the ladies
pert in the furnishing.  The opening services were
held on Sunday, Feb. 10th, three services. The morn.
ing sermon was preached by Mr. Wetherald, of St
Catharines, from Matt. vii. 7, ‘“seck and ye shall
find."  Mr. Hay, of Scotland, and Mr. Ebersok
(of Messiah’s church to whose Christian courtesy we
have been indebted for the use of their building
during cur exile) were also present and took part.
In the afternoon Mr. Hay preached from Isaiah Ixiv,
11. * Our holy and beautiful house ;” and in the
evening Mr. Wetherald gave a very impressive address
on the ‘“ Cities of Refuge.” The house was crowded
at every service, especially ip the evening when several
sleigh-loads were obliged to go away. On Monday
evening came the tea-meeting, The sky lookel
gloomy and a drizzling rain boded failure, but at the:
appointed time the teams began to arrive, and despite|
the wenther tea was served to the largest company
that hes gethered in Kelvin for a long time. The
excellent choir of the Brantford Congregational
church supplied the singing, and the speakers were,
Revs, Orme (Canadn Methodist), Wetherald, Fuller
{Brantford) and Hay. A plersant and profitable occa-
sion. The Kelvin church is thusstarted afresh, with fair
prospects yet before it. 1t is our prayer that the out.
ward renewal may be accompanied by a renewal and
enlargement of the spiritual house.—C. 8. P,

KiNcarpiNe.—A council consisting of representa
tivesfrom Wingham, Swinburne, and Howick churches,
met with representatives of Kincardine church, Feb.
ruary 5th, to advise regarding the settlement of Rev.
C. L. Ross, who had received and accepted the call to
the pastorate of the church. The council, erganized
with Rev. J. B. Saer in the chair, after a long confer-
ence held, expressed unanimous satisfaction and con-
fidence in the settlement. In the evening a crowded
meeting was held in the church, when Mr. Ross was
duly inducted into the pastorate. Revs. J. B. Saer,
J. Watt, and Murray (Presbyterian), took part in the
services, We had a good time, and the friends are
full of gratitude to the Great Head of the Church for
sending them one who can speak in the Gaelic language.
We trust that great blessings may attend the efforts
of Mr. Ross in this new field.—J. W,

Kixesron, Firsr.—The annual social gathering
took place in the basement of the church, on the even-
ing of the 13th ult. There was & good attendance of
members and friends. The Rev. S. N. Jackson,
occupied the chair. After devotional services, the
meeting was opened by the choir singing, ¢ Safely
Through Another Year.” The chairman gave his
yearly review of his ministerial labours, observing
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that this was the thirty-fifth anniversary, and the
seventh year of the second pastorate. The church
had, through death, lost five members, viz.: Mr.
George Robertson, Mrs. McBride, Mrs. Savage, Mrs.
Thomas Bowers, and Mrs. Ceorge Robertson, sr.
They had also sustained loss by removals, yet the
aldditions showed a gain of seven in membership.
More interest had been manifested in the prayer meet-
ings. The work of the Sabbath school, under the
superintendency of Mr. Wm. Tyner, had been success-
ful, with an eflicient stafl of teachers. The service of
song had been well sustained under the leadership
of Mr. T. Savage, jr., and Mr. F. C, Heath, the organ-
ist. This year the Ladies’ Association had inaugu-
rated the building of a new Congregation.” hall,
which was now fast progressing towards completion.
Considering the liberal subscriptions to the new build-
ing, the finances of the church appeared in a favour-
able light ; though he regretted that there had been
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ing us here as also at Baddeck., A greator interest in
missions is expressed by contributions than befure, also
in church work a willingness is manifested such as in
efforts to complete the parsonage, and in the members
conducting meetings in vutlying distriets, etc. This
church has strength which it knows not of.  We hope
it is making an effurt to run alone, and dispense with
the Missivnary Society’s leading strings very svon. —
J. 8.

MarTINTOWN, —In this place there is only a service-
every two wecks. There has been no change of any
importance during the year. The amount raised for
all purposes was $273.84. Of this our Missionary
Society received $28.56, the College, $14.50, Foreign
Missions, $9.50, One of the difficulties in connection
with this cause is the location of the church. Steps
were taken at this annual meeting to endeavour to
erect a new building in a more suitable locality and a
lot has been selected for the purpose.

a perceptible falling off in the donations for denomina-| 3 yvyrre.—The annual meeting of the church in:
tional objects, which he hoped was only temporary. |y plice wus held at the usual time. The varivus
Upwards of £5,225 had been raised for church pur-: ropnores were of a cheering and encouraging character.
poses during the year. Deacon McEwen read the iqpe attendance and interest in the Sabbath and week-
treasurer’s stafement, and Mr. J. McKelvey, trensurer | qo0 orvices had been fully maintained during the
of the. building fund, made a :ﬁnan_cxal statement‘year. The Sabbath schools are efficiently conducted
rega.rd{ng the . fxfnds. He had received fr om ‘the 'and from both there had beenadditions to the church.
Ladies’ Association, $3,126.81; the subscriptions | ppo \Women's Missionary Society has a membership
received amounted to $1,855.29 ; subscriptions unpaid, | ¢ ghteen and reported more than $76. There are
$173, making a total of £5,155.10. The building, he 1 also a Young Men's Prayer Meeting, a Young Woman's
thought, would cost §6,275, leaving a deficiency of | \eoting, & Cheerful Givers' Mission Band, 2 Band of
81,126.90 ; towards this, a kind friend had promised | Hope, and a temperance organization in connection
8500, and the ladies had realized near $100, so that| 43 the church, and it is :onbemplated to begin a
over$529 had yet to be provided. Mr. L. B. Spencer, | « gociety of Christian Endeavour ”soon. Theamount
chairman of the organ committee, reported that the | aigeq for all purposes was 81,100, of this $98.23 was.
debt incurred for improvements last year had been given to the C: C. M. S. ; 836.43 to the college ; $149
somewhat reduced, but he thought, considering the g, tho church building which is not yet finished; $106
excellent services rendered by the choir and their gift ! 100 been sent to the Americon Board for Rev. C. H.
of $100 towards the building fund, that the church | Brook's school building. A resolution was passed to-
and congregation were getting more than their full | {510 steps to ascertain if it was not possible to do in
value for their subscriptions to this fund. Mr. T.:gupure without missionary assistance. Sixteen were
Savage, on behalf of himself and colleagues, took the | 3qded to the church, but we had to regret the loss of
opportunity of testifying to Mr. Spencer's warm in- | dear brother in the death of the Rev. W. M. Peacock.
terest in, and his many kindnesses to, the choir. Mr. i During the year one of our number-has entered the
D. Spence, secretary, read the report of the s“n‘}”{jForeign Missionary field and is now at work among
school, and Mr. William Hendry that of the Ladies {the Greeks in Constantinople.

Association. The choir contributed largely to the | MonTrEAL, CaLvary.—The annual meeting of the

entertainment of the evening. The Sabbath school; members and congregaiion of Calvary church was held

;-‘ljn?flren s]annua}i1 festw:;l was~ held mz the evening fol- : in the lecture hall on the 16th of January, the
wing, when & happy time was spent. I pastor, the Rev. Edward M. Hill, M. A., in the chair.
Mircares, C. B.—The church here is active and ; The attendance was large and the tone of the various

earnest.  The prayer-meetings are particularly refresh- | reports most cheering. The church now supporis a

ing. Eight members were added at the last com- |native pastor in southern India, another at Tien-Tsin

munion, three of them heads of families, and all on |in China, and a third in Japan, besides contributing
profession.  Five also were added at the two previous | during the year $40 to the Rev. Charles Brook’s
communions, elso on profession. And other candidates | school at Constantinople, $25 to Mr. Watkin’s Mexi-
are awaiting our next church meeting. God is bless- | can mission, $9.70 to the London Missionary Society
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for chronicles, and valuable aid to the Labrador, In-
dian and French Canadian missions. The Sunday
school is in a prosperous condition and, in addition to
$148.84 collected for missions in connection with the
church, has raised $108.92 expended in purchasing
about 250 additional books for the library. The
Doreas Society has been actively and usefully at work
and a new society of young girls of the Sabbath school
called the Missionary Needles” has very usefully
engaged its members in sewing, etc., for missions and
has also made upwards of 860 from the proceeds of a
social to the Sunday school scholars and a sale of
small articles largely of its own production.
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suffered. The statistics for the year reported were:
Admissions, on profession two, by letter fifteen;
Removals, by death two, by letter four, unreported
absentees removed from roll eleven. Thus the gains
and the losses, seventeen, have balanced each other,
leaving a membership of 241, and giving a total of
352 since the formation of the church in 1875. The
contributions for denvminational or special objects
amounted to $3,851, including Home Missions,
8713 ; College, $598 ; Foreign Missions, $343 .
Union 869 : Provident Fund $56 ; and Cawa.
DIAN INDEPENDENT $50. The building Fund Union,|

The | whese object is the reduction of the debt on the build

Ladies” Missionary Association besides their nsual | ing, reported subscriptions for the year amounting t.
work materially aided in the reduction of the church | $1,277. Next year, if all be well, a vigorous and

debt, and did much to promote acquaintance
cordiulity of feeling

members.

and | tinal
among the members of the church reports of the Sunday school, the Ladies’ Aid Society,
and congregation by social gathering at the houses of | and

effort will be made to extinguish this debt. The

the Young People's Association, all showed that

The Young Men's Literary Society has, much work had been done by these various organiza-

enjoyed an unusually successful series of meetings)tions, though not marked by any special features. The

and denominational objects such as the Home Mis-
sion, Congregational College, and Congregational
Union funds have reccived a larger benefit than in
any previous year. Altogether the church, through
its various agencies, has during the year 1883
raised upwards of $4,500. The calling, ordination and
installation of the Rev. Mr. Hill has already been

noticed by you, and the leading of Providence in the

call is becoming more and more apparent to the church |

whose fullest confidence and affection Mr. Hill has
continued to hold.

ExMaNver MoxTREAL—The annual meeting of
Emmanuel Church was held by adjournment on
-January 30th, the pastor presiding. In consequence of
the very inclement weather the attendance was not so
large as it would otherwise have been. The meeting,
however, though comparatively small, was of the right
spirit, and promptly despatched the long docket of
business before it. First came the report of the Board
of Trusteess including the treasurer's financial state-
ment.  The laster showing : receipts for current
expenses, $7,438.48 ; disbursements, §7,421. 73; leav-
ing a balance on hand of 816.75.
contributors was 149, with
In the report reference was made to the growing
difficulty the trustees have to contend with in finding
sufficient seat-accommodation for applicants, and im-
portant alterations in the main building were suggested
n ovder to provide more room. The church secretary
presented the report of the church board, a body
consisting of the pastor and deacons, ex-officio, with
members of the church elected annually to serve with
them, whose function it is to attend to the spiritual
and general interests of the church. The report made
reference to the principalship of the college, and
added that the interests of the church had not thereby

|

|

several office-bearers and standing committies were
elected, the church secretary being reappointed by a
rising-vote and special thanks, whilst votes of special
thanks were passed to the treasurer, Mr. J. S. M.,
Lachlin, and to the Ladies’ Aid Society. In connec-
tion with the meeting of the Union, in June next, it
was decided to endeavour to secure the presence of
some eminent and representative Congregationalist
from abroad in order to add zest to the meetings, and
give a stimulus to the assembled brethren

Orrawa.—From the annual report of this.church
we are glad to cull the following notes: ¢ The ad-
ditions to the membership have been ten ; the dismis.
sions two—one of them to the blessed fellowship of
the Church of the First Born above—leaving a net in-
crease of eight. Our present membership is eighty-
two. Several are non-resident, though the‘r names'
are yet on our roll. The financial statement is very
encouraging—the most satisfactory, indeed, ever pre-
sented at our annual meeting. The receipts from
weekly offerings and collections have been $1,240.67
—an increase of $50 over last year, or of nearly $30('

The number of | over those of 1880. The total ordinary receipts have
81,023 loose change. | been 81,540.83 ;

expenditure, $1,567.11, leaving a
balance due the treasurer of $26.28, against which
may be set about $40 of arrears due on account of the
weekly offering, which, it is hoped, may speedily be:
paid in.  Other funds are equally encouraging. The
treasurer of the sinking fund, for the extinetion of
the debt, reports receipts during the year of $133.29:
expenditure, 50c. ; balance in P.O. Savings Bank.
$235.89. Denominational objects have not been for-;
gotten. Our Ladies’ Missionary Auxiliary has met
monthly, and although the attendance has been small,
the receipts have been $19.30. The Sunday school
has contributed for missions $25.54, besides $15.01 in
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the missionary boxes ; and $13.89 have been received
at the missionary prayer-meeting. Our annual col-
lection for missions has yet to be made. The annual
Christmas festival of the Sunday school was a great
success. The lecture room, beautifully decorated,
was crowded. An excellent programme was rendeved
by the children and Bible class, and a large number
of presents in the shape of books, and fruit, and can-
dies were distributed. Several presentations added
interest to the occasion, iacluding a purse to Mr.
Henry L. Wood, for his services as organist, and a
photograph of Mr. A. J. Stephens’ class, by his
scholars. The pastor presided and gave a brief address.
The Rev. Thomas Hall, of Kingston, also was present.
The school is in a very prosperous condition, and grow-
ing in interest.

SHEFFIELD, N. B —The week of prayer was observed
by the Congregational church in this place, in union
with the Methodist church. At the close of the week
the interest manifested seemed to warrant the con-
tinuance of the meetings at least another week. At
the beginning of that week the sad news of Mr. J. P.
C. Burpee’s sudden death in Boston, by a locomotive
and tender, just as he stepped out of a sleeping-car
and attempted to cross the track, produced a profound
impression ; Mr. Burpee being a native of this place,
and, previously to his removal to St. John, a member
of this church. A number of young people as well as
older ones have manifested a deep interest in ¢‘ the
things that belong to their peace,” and some have
already ¢ chosen the good part which shall notbe taken
away from them.” The interest increased to such an
extent that the meetings were continued not only
through the second week, but the third also, and the

greater part of the fourth. The hearts of professing’

Christians as well as of the pastors of the churches are
muchrevived, and encouraged. At theregular monthly
church meeting, held on Saturday the second instant.,
the following resolution touching Mr. Burpee’s death
was unanimously adopted :—¢ Whereas it has pleased
our Heavenly Father in his infinite wisdom to suddenly
take away in the midst of his usefulness our esteemed
friend and brother, Mr. J. P. C. Burpee : Therefore,
resolved, that we, the members of the Congregational
ichurch in this place, affectionately tender the family
of the deceased our most heartfelt sympathy in this
‘sad bereavement ; praying also that God would sustain
them in their deep aftiction as He only can, and would
sanctify it to their present and eternal good.”
Stratrorp.—The Rev. C. E. Gordon Smith, late of
Well (Street Congregational church, Coventry, Eng-
land, has received and accepted a unanimous call to
the pastorate here. By invitation of the church a
council met in the residence of Dr. Hyde before which
Mr. Gordon Smith laid his testimonials and stated his
views. On the evening of the same day, Februaky

2oy
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11th, an induction service was held, Rev. H. D. Powis,
of Zion Church, Toronto, presiding. The church was
filled by the members of the congregation and of the
town. A warm address of welcome on behalf of the
resident ministers of Stratford to Mr. Gordon Smith,
was tendered by Mr. McGregor, of the Baptist church
of Stratford. The friends assembled for tea at 6.30,
and at 7.45 the services proper began. Members of
the various choirs of the churches of the town assisted
the friends of the Stratford church in rendering some
very effective solos and choruses from a Christmas
Cantata, the induction prayer was offered by M.
Hall. Dr. Gunner, of Listowel, gave a touchiny and
chaste address to the pastor, and Mr. Powis, some
practical counsels to the people. The meeting broke
up about half-past ten. the interest being maintained
to the end. The editor had the privilege of being
present and would record his impression of the hearti-
ness and fine tone of the occasion as indicating good
ground for a hope that under present auspices, the
Stratford church may rise from its once seemingly
hopeless condition to the front rank in our churches.
A fine building, excellent situation, room alsu for
Christian work, with a few devoted friends who have
struggled against many ditliculties. Stratford is vne
of those centres that should be strengthened and
energetically maintained. One pleasing feature of the
meeting was the presence of Rev. G. C. Empson, late
of Stratford, Manchester, now of Wayne, . 8., who
was Mr. Gordon Smit}’s companion in his first visit to
the country. Mr. Empeon had preached with great
acceptance on the Sunday previous.

StourrviLLe.—The annual meeting of the Stouflville
Congregational church was held on Tuesdsy afterncon,
the 29th inst., Rev. J. Unsworth, the pastor, presiding.
The treasurer of the Building Committee reported the
balance of the church debt had been paid off. The
treasurer of the Organ Committee reported that the
much vexed difficulty respecting the large pipe vrgan
had been settled. The treasurer of the Sabbath
school reported the income of the schoul nearly $100
for the year with improvement and increase every other
way. The chairman of the cemetery trustees pre-
sented his report showing marked improvements. The
treasurer of the Missionary Society hoped there would
be marked improvement in this direction during next
year. In all, nearly 1,100 was collected and paid by
the church during the year. The pastor in a few
closing remarks expressed much pleasure in the im-
provement in the various departments of the church
work as just reported, and was pleased at the interest
manifested in the services, toth on the Sabbath and
in the prayer-meetings. After the business meeting
the ladies prepared the tables for the social in the
evening. The pastor occupied the chair. After the
opening remarks by the chairman, one of the deacons
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presented a statement. In comparing their position
now with the beginning of last year, he said they had
much cause for rejoicing. Then they had no pastor ;
they had a church debt, a tangled-up organ debt, and
other discouragements. God had been gracious to
them in sending a pastor, and that would explain all
the rest. The people had been encouraged by his kind
words and assisted by his administrative ability and
judgment to deal with matters such as they had to
encounter during the year. The Lord had blessed
them hountifully, both temporally and spiritually.
Rev. J. W, Reed, of the C. M. C., Rev. C. Duff
M.A., of Toronto, and Rev. W. A, Rodwell, gave
good and appropriate addresses. The church choir
furnished suitable music for the occasion. After a
vote of thanks had been given to the ladies and the
speakers, a pleasant meeting came to a close.

Janmes DavLey, jr.. Secy.

‘TORONTO, BOND STREET.—Some anonymous friend
has sent in the printed report of the Finance Commit-
tee of this church, from which it appears that $9,659.-
75 were raised during the past financial year, The
income is obtained, pew rents, $3,000.95 ; open col-
lection, $4,103.02 ; building fund, $2,151,90; baiance,
$403.88. A saving of $340 in the interest off the $23,-

- 00o mortgage has been secured ; $700 paid off the bank
debt, and other liabilities met, or bsing met. In all,
during the past year, $3,328.74 of overdue and other
debts have been paid. Fellowship fund and Sunday
school contributions do not appear, nor $roo given to
the new Parkdale cause. No other reports have
reached us. .

Toroxro WESTERN.—The annual meeting of this

-church has been held, and its financial statement is
before usas we write. There have been raised for all
purposes over $2,100, the debt now on the building is
€3,680. Three hundred and twenty having been paid
during the year. The church is active, the pastor
strengthening his hold upon the people for good and
deservedly growing in public esteem ; could but a new |
building be obtained, still better would the account!
be from this place. With the present building, the |
limit of growth has been apparently reached.

ToronTto, Z1oN.—The annual social of this church
was held on the 24th January, and despite the severe
cold was largely attended. Rev. H. D. Powis, pastor
of the church, presided. Addresses were delivered
by the Rev. John Burton, B.D., Northern church,
and Rev. T. W. Jeffrey, of the Queen Street Methodist
church, who spoke in highly complimentary terms of
the architectural beauties of the building, and gave
some very wise and valuable counsel 1o the young
people of the church. Misses Lay, Richardson, Jack-
son, Pye, Howell, Mrs. Softly, Mrs. Campbell, and
Messrs, Alexander, Softly, and Hamilton aided in the

-entertainment of the evening. Mr. James Thomson

presented a brief financial statement, showing the
total cost of the church buildings, fittings, and fur.
nishings, and the land to be $35,177.32. The sums
raised during the past year were :—For general church
purposes, including the Sunday school and denomin
ational objects, $2,670.76, and for the building, interest
and furnishing accounts, $2,049.45, total §5,620.21,
There had been in all the financial reports presented
at the annual meeting a sum remaining on hand after
discharging all liabilities, the only debt on the church
being a $15,000 mortgage. During the past yeartifteen
persons have been added to the membership of the
church, and five removed. An increase of $3C0 has
been made to the pastor’s salary, and all feel greatly
encouraged in the prospects for the future. During
the evening a very pleasant surprise was given to Mr.
W, Lawson, organist of the church, in the shape of]
a purse containing £50, in recognition of his past ser-,
vices. Mr. J. J. Tolfree, who made the presentation,;
2lso moved a vole of thanks to the choir, and con.i
gratulated both organist and choir on their very efti-'
cient rendering of the service of song. The proceed
ings were brought to a close by the singing of the dox.
ology, and the benediction.

Winxiree. —The following notes have been received:
Sixty-two were added to the membership of the church
here during 1883. The Sunday school increased during
the year from 114 to 206. The Ladies’ Aid raised
about 81,500 toward furnishing the new church. At
a recent concert in the church about $140 was raised
for the sufferers by the Ra. Portage five.

YaryourH, N. 8.—In a letter from our brother,
Mr. McIntosh, we note the following sentence: * Things
here are moving on very happily, with not a few of the
best evidences of prosperity.” ‘We shall gladly chron.
icle details from the fields of the Lower Provinces.

LoNDON.—The annual meeting of the church re
cently held was the occasion of general rejoicing ; for
the year closed had been one of singular prosperity.
Despite several weighty drawbacks, every obligation
of the congregation from a financial point of view, had
been met, There had been harmony and good feel

ling on every hand and from every department of

church work the most encouraging reports were pre-
sented. The lecture hall was filled on the occasion,
although the night was most unpropitious. The
Young People’s Musical and Literary Association in
connection with the church has been a grand success
this year, and it is their intention te devote at least
$80 to the church within a few weeks, At present it
seems as though the Ladies’ Aid Society will not be
organized for 1884, except in some form entirely dif-
ferent from that adopted in years gone by, They
have proved a useful organization. The pastor now
anpounces the contributions of the congregation from
the pulpit, so that the people may know exactly hov
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their financial interests are being sustained. The
zsﬁmated requirements for the year is $65 per Sabbath.
scheme to have a place built for the choir behind
the rIpit is being agitated along with the new organ
‘duestion. The Sunday School is growing.
New TCursay.—It is now some two or three years since
he re-organization of the Congregational church in this
flace. But the wonderful interest which was manifested
in relation to church matters et that time, has not only
cen sustained but has, we think, been greatly increased,
"} which augurs well for a bright and prosperous future.
The congregations are good. We have every reason to he
$hank(ul for the social feeling and harmony existing among
he families. and also between pastor and people. In con-
pection with this we may note the thoughtful regard for

ays, For instance the folks met at his residence a few
tveeks ago in the form of & surpriee or donation party,
bringing with them lots of provisions, fuel, etc., to the
kalue of $50 or so. An excellent supper was prepared by
he ladies, oysters and other delicacies being served.
After tea an interesting pregramme consisting of music,
.gocal aud instrumental, and speeches were arranged and
he evening was spent most pleasantly. On Friday even-
‘$ng, Feb, 15th, an oyster supper was held in the basement
«df the chureh, It was a grand success. The weather was
yery favourable, After the supper the company adjourned
_Mipstairs, whore a further treat awaited them in the way of
i:uadings, recitations, music, and speeches, and was highly
spnjoyed.
$44, will, we are happy to say, remove the debt on the
“basement, now nicely Iurnished, one hundred chairs having
heen purchased for it last week.—A. C, H.

@ificial TR otices,

THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION.

ecting in the Congregational church, London, on Tues-

“day and Wednesday, March 25th and 26th, The opening
}.;;%ession will be on Tuesday at two p.m. The sermon will

P

cussed, viz. : ¢ Christian Economics,” by Rev. J. R. Black;
*The New Theology,” by Rev. C. S. Pedley; ¢ Temper-

Sz

Y

A
3,

2 Do we need an evangelist to co-operate with our mis-
.s$lonary superintendent and pastors in special services? ™

he pastor which has shown itself in so many pleasing .

The proceeds of the evening which amonnted to |

! erin Avenue, London.
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The Sunday school ** Question Drawer ™ exercise will be
on Wednesday at four p.m., and conducted by W. H.
Allworth. On Wednesday evening a platform meeting
will bo held, wlLen ten minutes speeches will be made by a
number of brethren lay and clerical. Should time permit
there will be a free discussion on ‘Our approacking
Union meetings,” and the questions that will and ought to
be discussed.

Churches will please appoint delegates and forward their
names without delay, to the Rev. H, D, Hunfer, 510 Duf-
The churches are respectfully re-
quested by the association to defray the travelling ex-
penses of their ministers and delegates.

Guelph, Feb, 18tk,1884,  Duxcax McGREGOR, Sec'y.

. C. MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

1. The next guarterfy meeting of Exccutive Com-
mittee of the Canada Congregational Missionary
Society will be held in Montreal on the 8th day of
April.

2. Churches requiring the services of students dur-
ing the summer vacation will send in their application
to the secretary of this Society not later than the end
of March. )

3. All communications for the Executive Committee
from ministers or churches should be in the hands of
the secretary on or before March 31st.

4. District Associations which have not already
nominated their representative to form the Executive
Commitiee for the year 1884-5, will do so'at their next
meeting. SaMceL N. JacksoxN, Secretary.

Kingston, Feb. 20th, 1884.

The Western Association will hold its semi-annual |

~ge preached by the Rev. D. McGregor, of Guelph, on Tues- | <1
day evening. The following papers will be read and dis- |~

ance in its Relation to the Church and Sunday School,” |
Ay Rev. George Fuller. The following subjects will be ‘ -
/discussed and discussions led as follows, viz,: “ Home
Missions,” by Rev. Thomss Hall; “ Young People’s As- !
~sociations, and their relation to church life and work,” by | J
“Rev. John Morton ; ‘A good prayer meeting : what is it? |
;,«ﬂnd how it can be secured,” by Rev. Henry Hughes;

M. Eprror,—I beg to acknowledge with thanks, the

_ Ireceipt of the following sums for both branches of the

! gociety, since the date of the annual meeting ; and shal} be
happy to receive further contributions from those churches
whieh have not hitherto responded to our appeal :—

| Guelph church, $10; Barrie, $2.50 ; Embro, $4.50;
! Northern, Toronto, $50; Zion, Toronto, $25; Launark,
1 $17.63 ; Sheffield, N.B., $6.50; Kingston, 1st, $27.50;
! Frome and Shedden, $6.60; Winnipeg, $18.15; Ottawa,
0 ; Maxville, $2.66; Bowmanville, $2.50; United thanks-
giving collection from Zion and Northern churches,
| Toronto, $89; donation, Mrs. Parker, $5.

i Caas. R. Buacrg, dec-Treas.

OBITUARY.

Died suddenly, at Boston, on Monday the 14th
an., Mr. John P. C. Burpee, aged forty-six years.
Mr. Burpee was born and brought up in Shefield,
'N. B., and in early life became a member of the Con-
: gregational church in that place. About eighteen or

¥ Rev. H. D. Hunter ; our * Foreign Missionary Society,  tWenty years ago he removed to St. John, where he
ud its claims upon our churches,” by Rev., W. H. A |married and entered into business, in which he was

:Claris ; * Our College : its necessity power and claims,” | very successful. He often re-visited his native place,

y Rev. D, MeGregor.

3

and quite recently generously caused to be erected in
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the church a neat platfoi:n and pulpit, in place of the
old box pulpit that had stood since the erection of the
church. At the time of his death he was returning
from New York. Stepping vut of a sleeping-car and
attempting to cross the railway tracts at the depot in
Boston, he was struck by a shunting engine and ’
instantly killed. His death, in such circumstances,
gave a great shock to his family and friends, but it isa
comfort to kpow that ¢ the very hairs of our head are
all numbered,” and that ““ not a sparrow shall fall on
the ground without our Father.” At the same time
what a call to remember the words of our Lord: *‘ Be
ve therefore ready, for in such an hour as ye think not |
the Son of Man cuometh. !

¥ nternational JZessons.

LESSON X.
Mar. g. !

ot PAUL AT CORINTH., |

GoLpeEN Text.—‘I am with thee, and no man
shall set on thee, to -hurt thee, for I have
much people in this city.”—Acts 18: 10.

TiMe.— 4. D, 52 : following closely the eveats of thej
last lesson,

PrACE.—Corinth, situated on the Isthmus between the
two parts of Greece known as Helles and Peloponnessus.
It was the second city of that name, occupying the same
site, with which our lesson has to do. Equally famous for
intellectual energy and commercial enterprise, equally
wealthy and equally vicious. The existence of the former is
almost unknown to-day, because ail Christian interest cen- |
tres on the later city. This Corinth was founded by Julius |
Ccesar after its predecessotr had been in ruins for more than;
a century. It was the largest city of Greece, and from its
commercial character paturaliy contained a very mixed
population ; from the same cause it had drawn toitself the
vices of many nations, and was notorious for its profligacy : I
how hard it was for the converts to free themselves entirely
from such practices and influences, the epistles of Paul tol
the church in that city are striking proof. From Corinth |
Paul wrote his two Epistles to the Thessalonians, the'
Epistle to the Romans, and probably that to Titus. There!
be found several who became his helpers in the Gospel, and
are honourably mentioned by him, among whom were!
Crispus, Erastus, Stephanus, Gaius, and also Prisailla and |
Agquila. !

Notes and Comments.—Vers.1,2.—** Departed from ;
Athecs : 7 how long he remained in Athens we cannot tell, |

Acts 18:
1-17.

! from Betea, the latter from Thessalonica,
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and sc ‘‘he abode with them.” The Jews were very strict
in educating the.r sons in & trade, no matter what their posi.
tion or expectations in life. Rabdé Fudak said : *‘ He tha
teacheth not his son a trade, does the same as teach him to
be a thief,”’ In like manner the Christian father, Ck»ysos-
lom, saye : ** Let none be ashamed who follow a trade, but.
only let those be ashamed who live to no purpose and are
idle.” Tent-making was a common trade in Cilicia, Paul's
native country, and to this day constitutes an important oc.
cupation in Western Asia. From Paul’s own writings we
learn that he was accustomed to live by the labour of his
hands : 1 Cor. 4: 12; 1 Thess. 2: 9; 2 Thess. 3: 8-

Ver. 4.—But though Paul worked to support himself, he
did not forget his mission. *‘*In the synagogue every Sab.
bath :” the synagogue was always the starting-point for
the gospel. * Reasoned—persuaded : ’ discoursed, over-
came in argument. ‘‘Jews—Greeks:' these latter not
necessarily proselytes, but who attended Divine worship.

Ver. 5.— *!Silas. Timotheus were come:" the former
‘¢ Pressed in the
spirit,” Rev. *‘constrained by the word : ”’ may, probably
does, mean that the presence and influence of his fellow-
labourers intensified his earnestness, and he felt, even more
than before, that he must speak of, and for, Jesus, and so he
testified * that Jesus was Christ’"—the whole doctrine of
his Messiahship as set forth in their Scriptures.

Ver. 6.—*“ Opposed: ” in an organized and systematic
manner. *‘ Blasphemed:” a deeper depth of sin. ¢* Shook
his raiment: ”’ as the Jews were wont to shake the dust off
their feet, carrying the seame idea of complete renunciation.
** Your blood: ' the inevitable judgment of God rest upon
you—a terrible imprecation, *‘I am clean:” Paul could say
this, for he had faithfully borne testimony for Jesus. “To
the Gentiles: ” that applied to Corinth only, as in other
places he preached to the Jews and earnestly sought their
conversion,

Vers. 7, 8.—So he left the synagogue and entered into the
house of ** Titus Justus,”” so REvV.: ** One that worshipped ; *
in other words, a proselyte. In the synagogue, however,
he had fruit, for * Crispus the chief ruler,” believed, and
was one of the few baptized by Paul himself, as we find from
1 Cor. 1:14, “ with all his house.” The first recorded con-
version of an entire Jewish family. *‘ Many of the Corinth-
ians:” the exodus from the synagogue probably drew in-
creased attention to the preaching of Paul, and was followed
by numerous conversions ; so God overruled the opposition
and blasphemy of the Jews.

Vers. 9,10,11,—Paul is again vouchsafed one of those’en-
couraging visions which the Master granted to His servant in
the great crises of his life. ¢ With thee : " so the promise,
Matt. 28: 20, ““ much people.” *‘The Lord knoweth them
that are His:” 2 Tim. 2: 19. This would encourage Paul,
and doubtless to it was owing his extraordinary patience in
bearing with the Corinthiags, with whom he might otherwise
bhave become wearied. (2 Cor. 10.) ‘‘A year and six

but, from the narrative, probably a short time. * Aquila— ' months: " a long stay for Paul under the circumstances, and
Priscilla,” called ** Prisca ” in Romans 16: 3. *‘Pontus: ™! skows how deeply bis heart was drawn out to the brethren
a province bordering on the Euxine Sea, where the Jews ' there. Beyond that, Corinth being a commercial city, the
were pumerous. They had no doubt resided in Rome, as | apostle had opportunities of preaching the gospel to natives

their presence in Corinth is connected with the expulsion of ' of pther cities and countries. If is thought, also, that
the Jews from the former city. The names of thisman and Corinth served as a base for his wider work, as there were

wife are always mentioned together, and throughout they | afterwards scattered communities of Christians throughout
show a happy example of harmony and sympatby in Chris- ; Achaia.
tiau life and work. ' Vers, 12, 13. — “ Gallio:"” brother of the philosopher
Ver, 3.—The question has been raised and argued on both ! Seneca, by whom, and by many of his contemporacies also,
sides as to whether Aquila and Priscilla were Christians | he was highly esteemed for his gentleness zand refinement.
when Paul met them ; it is of little practical moment. | Little did he dream that in the years to come the name of
Nothing is stated positively by Luke, but the balance of | his illustrious brother and of the obscure Jewish preacher
probabilities is that they were not ; however, we find them | cow before him, would be brought into connection—still less
soin v.26 : “*and teaching Appollo the way of God.” But if | that Seneca would be honoured by the association. ** Pro-
not Christians, they were ** of the same craft—tent-makers,” | consul:” the correct style of the governor of Achaia at this
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time. ‘* The Jews,” REV, “rose up against Paul : * possi-
bly thizking that the new governor would be glad to do
their wishes and have their friendship. ** Judgment-seat: "
likely in the market-place, where the Roman governors
generally held their courts. ¢‘Contrary to the law:"
Schaff says : “ The law here alluded to was the law of the
Empire, and the offence consisted in attempting to promul-
gate a religion which was not sanctioned by the Imperial
government ' ; others say that it was the Jewish ecclesiasti-
<al Jaw.

Vers. 14, 15.—* Open his mouth : ’ to speak in his own
defence.  * Gallio said: ” he put a stop to the trial, not
waiting for Paul's defence, as it was po legal offence with
which he was charged. “If—wrong:” a matter for civil!
action.  ** Wicked lewdness : " demanding criminal prose. |
cution, *‘* Reason would—bear:"” there i1s an impatience |
about this utterance which shows that Gallio understood the
Jews, and was irritated by the evident hypocrisy of the
chazge. If the case had been a fair one he would have
heard, although, from his feelings towards the Jews, it would |
have required an effort, but now it was altogether intoler- |
able. ** Words and ames: " to a Roman, whether or uo
Jesus was the Christ, was simply a question of names.
*“Your law:” not the Roman. ‘‘Look yetoit:" settle it
among yourselves as ye are able.  ‘‘T am not minded to be
a judge:” so Rev.

Ver, 16.—** Drave,” rather sent : the case was dismissed
and the lictors were ordered to clear the court. Perhapsthe |
accusipg Jews obstinately kept repeating their accusations, |
and so force had to be used.

Ver, 17.—* Then all the Greeks,” Rev. ‘‘they ali:* the
crowd present, composed, in all probability, mostly of
Greeks, they would be glad of the opportunity to manifest
their constant hatred of the Jews, it may have been with
some sympathy for Paul, having a vague idea that he was|
the advocate of Gentile equality with the Jews. ¢ Sos-,
thenes : ” likely the successor of Crispus and chief accuser of |
Paul. ¢ Beat:” cuffed, buffeted, not scourged. **Gallio,
cared for none of these things,”—the assault of the Greekson ,
the Jsws—but in this he shared the Roman carelessness asto ,
what persecutions fell upon the Jews. It was not indiffer- '
ence to the Gospel—he had not heard Paul speak.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

1

Our subject is, Paul at Corinth. Let us, instead of the
usual ** Topical Analysis,” briefly glance at what Paul'
found in that city. (1) Friends.— Aquila and Priscilla. !
Although it might have been that their similar occupation :
first brought them together, yet it was soon a oneness of
faith. They became Christians, and, being Christians, they .
became (2) fellow-workers —Although we have no record of ,
their work while Paul was at Corinth, yet, in ver. 26 we
find them at Ephesus, whither they had likely gone with

{2: 5-10; David, 2 Sam.
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ous goddess of the place and ber thousand priestesses ; but
not only assurances of safety, but of success, were given: ** 1
have much people in this city.” Perhaps Paul, judging by
appearances, had thought it a barren field. (7) Persecution.—-
But the promise of God was realized : even if we condeman
the indifference of Gallio to the outrage on the Jews, we
cannot but feel that, in refusing to be a judge in religious
matters, he was right, and was the instrument of God for the
deliverance of Paul from the rage of his enemies, and so, un-
molested, he was able to remair in Corinth *‘ a good while,”
and to lay deep the foundations of that remarkable church.

[INCIDENTAL TRCUTHS AND TEACHINGS.

Even to licentious, vicious Corinth, the gospel is sent.

The Lord can bring his people together on earth, Is not
this a prophecy of the gathering in the Father’s house ?
All honcur to the workshop—Christ and Paul have glor:-
ed it,
The true Christian will be diligent in worldly work.
Weekly iabour hand in hand with Sabbath sanctification.
God’s truest heroes may have their seasons of darkness
and depression ; but see Main Lesson.

There is such a thing as spirituai suicide—how terrible !

God’s voice to all : ** Speak and hold not thy peace.”

Sow the seed ; the field may be unpromising, but the
harvest is in God’s hand.

‘We measure the law of God by our interest and desire.

Main Lesson.— God’s providence in protecting and
leading his people. ZExamples.—Noah, Gep. 6: 14-15;
Abraham, Gen. 12 : 1 ; Joseph, Gen. 39 : 2-21 ; Moses, Ex.
8: 14; Hezekiah, 2 Kings 19;
Peter, Acts 12: 17, etc., eta.

1

LESSON XI.
March 16,

wch 5. ) THE GOMING OF THE LORD. {*Toessess

GoLpEN TeEXT.—* For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.'—1
Thess. 4: 14.

TiME.—A.D. 52 : earlier months of last lesson.

Prace.—Written at Corinth.

Introduction.—This is geperzlly supposed to be the
earliest of Paul’s epistles. The church at Thessalonica was
the second 10 Europe established through his preachirg, and
for many reasons he appears to have been much attached to
it.  Driven from Thessalonica by the violence of the Jews,
he went to Berea accompanied by Silas, and was followed by
Timothy ; compelled to leave Berea by the same evil opposi-
tion, Paul went alone to Athens. He was joined by Timothy,
who he at once sent back to Thessalonica ; his anxiety was

‘great for the converts; had they remained steadfast ? were
they still holding the truth? That the report Timothy brought
.was on the whole favourable we gather from the epistle
itself; but some errors and misconceptions had crept i,
, especially in relatior to the state of the Christian dead and
the second coming of the Lord ; to correct these errors and
at the same time to strengthen their faith and give them
" consolation in the trials and sufferings through which they

Paui, and remained, giving Christian instruction to the most
cloquent of the early preachers—Apollo. (3) Opportunity
to preack Fesus,—He found it as usual with him in the
synagogue on the Sabbath., No past experience could
Aaunt him; he must preach Jesus, and so every Sabbath
he reasoned and persuaded. ~ Glorious perseverance this ;
would we could all be as constantly loyal to Christ.
{4) Opposition.—bitter, malignant ; such as he always found A ae tha .
from his own countrymen. The character and violence - WET€ Passing, this epistle was written. . -
of the opposition can be judged by the intensity of his, Notesand Comments.—Ver. 13.—“L" REv. *“We,
denunciation and the symbolical act which accompanied it. A would not :” Silas and Timothy were with him. (Ch 1: 1.)
(5) Converts-—God set the seal to his ministry. Among ' ‘‘ Ignorant—asleep :” some of their friends had lately died,
these was the ruler of the synagogue, = man chosen to .hat 20d they thought that these would be shut cut from the
otiice because of learning and character, and with him many riumphs and glories of Christ’s second coming. ‘‘ Others "
of the Corinthians, including several who afterwards became . htathen and sceptical Jews, * No hope:” of eternal life.
zminerx helpers of the apostie—brethren beloved. {6) Com- ' To the greatest and best of heathen philosophers the future
/07! from God.—He wns discouraged; there was danger in | Was a thick darkness.

the temper of the unbelieving Jews, perhaps also from the! Ver. 14.—From the truth which they have received of
adherents of the corrupt and polluted worship of the infam- | the death,and resurrection of Jesus, he shows the further
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truth of the life and presence with Cbrist of those who have
died in the faith., Note the two expressions, * Jesus died,”
“ them—which sleep in Jesus,” or as Rzv. ‘‘are fallen
asleep in Jesus;" either way very beautiful.

Ver. 15— Say—by the Word of the Lord:” this was an
express revelation to him, * We:" identifying himself with
the brethren. ¢ Alone—remain : " it does not necessarily
mean that Paul expected to e alive at the second coming
of the Lord, other expressions show the contrary. (Phil.
1: 23; 2 Tim. 4: 6-8.) * Prevent,” Rrv. **precede.”
‘* Them which are asleep:” abcut whom your are in doubt.

Ver, 16.—** Himself :” emphatic, in his own person.
*¢ Shout—voice—trump:” a grand climax and a sublime
description ; the shout as of a leader or of the victorious
hosts under him, the * war-cty” of Heaven; “the’ or an
* archangel :” one of the chiefest of the aogelic intelligences
(Jude 9), and over all the trumpet of God. Terrible was
the time when the sound of that trumpet was heard at
Sinia, so that the mountain itseli quaked ; but what shall
it be at the coming again of the Lord? * First:” before
the living are changed.

Vers. 17, 18.—* We—alive—caught up "' the living, after
the change, (1 Cor. 15: 51-53.) *‘Together:” with the
risen dead. “In the clouds :” as Jesus Himself ascended.
{Acts 1: 9.) *“To meet the Lord:” seeing Him whom
they have loved unseen, and welcoming His advent with
songs of victory; ‘‘and so,” having gone up with Him
to the prepared place (Jobhn 14: 2-3), “shall we ever be
with the Lord;” no parting there, not as now. Amen.
** Comfort :” concerning yourselves and your friends who
are asleep.

5: Ver. 1.—** Yimes—seasons :” when these things shall
happen so. (2 Pet. 3: 8.) ¢ No need :" if they were living
in Him they were always ready.

Vers. 2, 3.—** Yourselves know : ¥ How? Doubtless
from the teaching of the apostle. “ Day of the Lord
an Q. T. expression for any great and terrible visitation
of God, so Isa. 2: 12; Ezk. 13: 5, here applied to the
second coming of tke Lord, so terrible to the ungodly.
‘* A thief:” so Christ had Himself spoken of His coming.
{Matt. 24: 43-44.) °* When they :” the unbelieving world.

‘‘Peace and safety,” ‘‘scoffers—sayicg, Whete is the

promise of His coming?” (2 Pet. 3: 3, 4.) ‘“Sudden de-
struction :" complete and at an unexpected moment.

Vers, 4, 5.—In these verses believers are called ‘¢ children
of the light,” while all others are ¢* of darkness,” in ignorance
and sin; those to whom he wrote had been brought into
the light of the Gospel, so they would be prepared for
‘“that day "—living in righteousness, they would be ever
ready for it.

Vers, 6, 7.—*“ Not sleep:” the figure of light and dark-
pess is continued in its effects ; the reasoning is let us not
sink into dull forgetfulness of the certainty of the coming
of the Lord. “As others,” REV. ¢ the rest :*' the unconverted
world around us: *“watch :” the key-note sounded by the
Master Himself (Mark 13: 37) ; be ready, always expecting
Hiscoming, “Besober:” connected with watching. (Luke
2I: 34-36.) * Drupken:"” the idea is, that those to whom
druckenness is 2 habit, find the night and darkness the
most congenial time, as the Greeks and Romans thought
lightly of drupkenness in the night, but in the day it was
stigmatized as the height of profligacy.

Ver. 8.—Again the exhortation *‘be sober’’-—and not
only so, but be armed, guarded against acy surprise by the
coming of the day of the Lord, by Faith, Love, Hope,

HINTS TO TEACHERS,

Prefatory.—The subject of the Second Coming is one
in which great interest is taken to-day, and which also is
a fruitful theme of controversy in the church. Questions
are asked such as, What are we to understand by the Second
Coming? Will it be pre-millennial or post-millennial ? with
many others growing out of these, and have been answered
as the subject has been viewed, from standpoints often
widely asunder, and not always in a spirit of charity and
forbearance, or with that humility which should characterize
our imperfect knowledge of the deep things of God. What.
ever your own opinions or convictions in the matter of
controverted points, do not give them in your class; the
plain, simple truths of the lesson upon which all, or pearly
so, are agreed, and the practical exhortations of the apostle
are quite sufficient to occupy your hour of reading, do ao:
waste a morent of it on matters beyond.

‘Topical Analysis.—(1) The state of the righteous
dead, 13-15. (2) The coming of the Lord, 16-18. (3) The
suddenness of the coming, 1-3. (4) Preparation for that
day, 4-7. .

On the first topic show how the members of the Thes-
salonian church, persecuted and afflicted, had found comfort
in the thought of the near return of the Master in power
and great glory to take them to Himself; but they feared
lest death should overtake them before that event, and so
they should lose its blessed privileges, and especially in
this connection did they sorrow for their friends who had
passed away, and whom they supposed had thus lost par-
ticipation in that glorious event. To comfort, more than
to instruct, he reminds them that those who have died in
the faith but sleep, to be awakened by the voice of the
jesus and brought with Him whep He should come; that
so far from being shut out from any part on that day, they
should the rather have the highest and most hcnoured part,
to their eyes should first come the sight of their returning,
| trinmphant Lord. Blessed truth, which the Gospel has

i brought to light, there shall be a resurrection of the dead;
; our loved opes whom we grudgingly gave to heaven shall
i be ours again, for we shall all 1 » ope in Christ Jesus.
: Hopeless darkness may rest upon ‘he graves of the un-
i believers and worldlings, but the light of a blessed assurance

Press the

, surrounds the place where the Christian sleeps.
l‘ truth that we owe this to the Gospel.

n On the second topic, the coming of the Lord, shew that
 this is certain. It was predicted by Christ Himself—Matt.
126: 64; Mark 13: 35; Lukeg: 26; John 14: 3; so the

! angels to the disciples who stood watching His ascension~-

‘Acts 1: 11, while it is again and again referred to in the

! various epistles,

'5: 25; () to judge the world—Acts 17: 31 {Lesson of
, March 2); (¢) to punish the wicked—2 Thess. 1: 7-9; (d]
. to reward the righteous—Matt, 25: 34-40. Zhe Zord =i
i come.

" The tAérd topic is a solemn truth to every one ; there is
l'a coming to each individual at death, and that is generally
lat an unexpected time; thit there is but a step between
| man and death has been verified in myriads of cases, and it
, many ears has sounded the cry at midnight—*¢ The bride-
- groom cometh,” and so the great day of His coming shali
! be sudden ** as a thief ic the night ” to those who are not
; watching ; and so we take—

‘5 The fourth topic. We sing:

i “Then O my soul prepare.”

Show from Scripture the c¢éject of His:
‘ coming, which may be stated as («) to raise the dead—Joho .

likened to the defepsive armour worn by the ancients to ' How? We must not ““sleep,” be careless, indifferent, for-
protect the paris most exposed in battle and where wounds ; getful of that event in which we have such a tremendous
would likely be fatal; the idea is carried on into the next | interest, and which will certainly come to 2ll ; neither must
verse, which ought to have beer iacluded in our lesson to | we give way to worldly pleasures and gratifications ; on the
get the fuil force of the thought of salvation spoken of. | contrary, we must ‘‘ watch ' ; the fact is revealed, but aot
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time, so we must be vigilant ; and we must be *‘sober,” | waiting:"” rather, asin REV., ‘‘into the patience of Christ 2’

,ihat in the widest sense, walking in purity of heart and life, | such patience as Christ Himself showed. *‘ Then you will

abstaining from all appearance of evil, that when He shall | be able to endure uareasonable and wicked men :" love to-
ward God ; patience for Christ.

'tdme we shall be ready to be transformed into His image,
“whde like Him when we shall see Him as He is. Ver, €. Now a further command *¢ withdraw,” or, as ic
: INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS. | verse 14, *“ have no company.” * Disorderly :"" those who,

) . . . " in the name of religion, and with professions of superior de-
. Q‘?;gli;gio(igsepglcéar;s that can give comfort alike to the  yoteqness were disorganizing the church and society—the

> h to the Christi 1 leep in Christ | phrase is a military ope, and is of soldies who did not keep
“:"I‘ gz\ée atz ; kznedr{fylﬁi:r{f (y)izes ;e;;ltig - u:;f) 2 | the ranks—were rcgardliess of order. History repeats itselllf,
*{10 be awaken ice at .. 5. i we have plenty of such to.day. ** Traditioa:” not in the
. (t:;“:j; ;;geggs,!’;;ﬁ;gm;:;{'}:’ ffg”,’: lil;rg'c;”v':;”g with Hin i modern sense of legends, but the apostle’s own teaching,

: . ¥ | wri .
-¢Every eye shall behold Him at His coming. } written or verbal

R . s f T ¢ Vers.7. 8. Well it is for teachers when they can appeal
En{trtt:;ri)urdf: r;-?i?i::n?;: coming shall be joy to His saiats, i not only to their teaching but to their lives. Paul could. He

I ; < appealed to the Thessalonians’ knowledge of him—he was

é)m ;:g o?eghi[i;th ought and action skall be revealed at the not disorderly ; so 1 Thess. 2-10: “ Wrought—Ilabour—
. | paaa o o L ye

Main Lesson.—By lives of holy obedience to live in travail, night and day i preaching the gospel, and yet not

& N ? : * 1 | Jooking to them for support, working. with his own hands,
nstant preparation for the coming of Christ.—Luke 12: 37; | joybtless at the same occupation he followed at Corinth-—
il. 3:20; 2Thess. 3: §5; 1 Tim. 6: 14; 2 Tim. 4: 7-8;

| tent-making, He had ari ‘‘live by th 1" but
3‘5;3.5: 7-8: 1 Pet. 15 135 1 Johu 2 ¢ 28, tent-making., He had a right to ‘“live by the gospe u

. that right he waived for the sake of the example to the
' Thessalonian converts.

By

e

3 LESSON 12. ! Ver. 10. “ Noi work—is not willing—neither should he
Harch 23, Iy Lhess, . €at:”’ not that food should be denied any, even the most
g}rsca“zs } GHRIST‘AN D!“GN“GE' {23; :xsss. disorderly, but it is ap argument ; eating br’ead and earning

" bread should go together ; men must eat, therefore they

el : e b6 3 5 "__
77 GoLpeN TEXT. Be not weary in well doing. . should work, if they will not do the one, let them try to do

->TiMe—A.D. 52 or early in 53.

Introduction.—The cause of the writing of this epistic
“agpears to have been, that some expressions in Paul's former
“Yefter were understood to mean that ihe coming of the Lord ,

ht take place at any day : Some one or mose had been
peeaching this as a revealed truth, causing great disturbance
101 the ordinary affairs of life, the people neglecting daily
duties and allowing everything to fall into disorder, because
-ofithe expectation of the end of all things. He now corrects
“tRis error, repeating what he had said when with them,
-4t before that day there would come the great apostacy of
the Man of Sin ; this had to be manifested in all the abomin-
“stion of its unrighteousness, and finally destroyed. He ex-
:Borts them, therefore, to attend to the concerns of this life,
~ifthey had known him to do; and he prays that they may
‘b directed into the love of God, and into the patient” waii-

i%‘lfor Christ?
- Notes and Comments,—Vers. 1. 2.—In these verses
Pdul asks the prayers of the Thessalonian Christians * that :
%h§ work of the Lord may have 1ree course,” REV. *1un.”
84 says the Psalmist 147: 15, * His Word runneth by
SWjfily.”  The idea is of a torrent that shall overleap all -
;olstacles and run swiftly along. “ Glorified :” by its results, ,
thd proof of its divinity. ** As with you :” and not, possibly, -
"WHere he was then labouring, Corinth, * That we may be
defivered:” then he was in the midst of sach men at that
Hgde, and his work was being hindered thereby, *“ All men -
hitke not faith,” as the Thessalonians, judging Ly their own

¢ adicess to believe, had perhaps thought. '
K "\xVer. 3. Men may be evil “ but the Lord is faithful ;"
332 Tim., 2-13, there God’s faithfulness is the seal of the
f38nc blessedness of His people. ** Establish :” in the faith. |
+*Reep from evil :” REv., “ Evil ope:" as representing all .
‘1§ own power and that of his servants. '
. ¥er. 4. Confidence ““in the Lord,” that is, his confidence '
Ry ,ihexr Christian life and walk rested on the pofwer and love .
of,God to keep them. *Command you:" he could com- i
yg_g.x}é, fe. he spoke by the spirit of God.
= NER. 5. ‘““THE LORD :" Jesus, as Paul constantly means
bg;thxs title. ““Love of God: " iove toward God. *‘ Patient ‘

13
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2Thess. 3; 13, |

- PLACE.—As the former epistle, this was written from
“Cdrinth, :

- lective avoidance.

the other. See a similar style of argument on another sub-
ject, 1 Cor. 11: 6.

Ver. 11, *“ Busybodies :” lounging, gossi?ing intermed-
lers. ¢‘Busybodies who do no business :* as Conydeare

" renders, or as Joweese,  Busy only with what isnot their own
| business.”

We have specimens left to-day, some in the
church, alas!
Ver. 12. These were in the Church, be it remembered.

. Such “* we command and exhort by our Lord :’ as having

authority over them. ‘¢Quietness:” ceas:ng from their
babbling gossip. ** Own bread :” not that of another, or >f
the church.

Ver, .3. ‘‘Be not weary in well doing :" if taken in con-
nection with the previous verses it may mean, do not let the
abuse of your brotherly love by these men cause you to cease
from its manifestation ; or if taken generally—be not weary

"in all well doing, serving the Lord Jesus Christ patiently
| waiting for Him and living toward the brethren and the
: world as becometh His followers.

Ver. 14. 15. “ Obey not—this epistle : "’ some had set at
rought the warnings and admonbitions of the first letter, hence
this caution. ‘‘ Note "—Iit. “ mark:” ‘‘ no company:” the
idea is that it was not to be simply an individual, but a col-
¢ May be ashamed :” that when he finds
himself cut off from the fellowship of the saints he may feel
that it is because of his wilful disobedience of apostolic
teaching, and may be ashamed of his actions. “ Yet,” or

; as REv,, “and :” which is better, this is to be done, not in

the spirit of bitterness as to *‘ an enemy,” but in the spirit of
love as to “ a brother,” a lesson for Christians of all ages.

Ver. 16. *“Loid of peace” (Christ, He is the * Pringce of
peace”) (Isa. 9: 6); He cometh to bring peace (Luke 2:14) ;
The legacy to His diciples was peace (Jno. 14:27), and His
Gospel brings peace to those who receive it (Acts 10:36).
‘“All means,” REV., ‘‘all times:” in eyery circumstance,
worship and work, individually and collectively.

Ver. 17. * Mine own hand :” the epistle then had been
written by another hand : probably to prevent the churches
being imposed upon: with pretended letters frcm himself, he
wrote in each epistle the salutation with his own band.

© “ Every epistle :” he bad, even now, written several, doubt-

less many were not preserved : but God bas kept all that
were needful.
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“Ver. 18. “Grace " we have thirteen epistles written by

®Paul, and each contains pear to the close : * The grace of

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you,” During his lifetire no
other apostolic writer used the phrase, but after his death
it was used by John in the Revelations, The *‘ Amen’is
omitted in Rev., as also the ‘* written from Athens,” which
-was added by a later hand, and is, without doubt, incorrect.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

O\}r subject is Christian Diligence, and we will briefly
consider the various aspects in which the apostle presents
this virtue to the Thessalonian brethren.

t Diligeace i prayer.
prayer is made prominent; it is either that they should
“ continue instant in prayer,” generally, or that special sub.
jects should be the object of their prayers; frequently, as
here, hLe asks for their prayers for himself and his work.  So

we may impress upon our scholars that we should ever mani-

fest a deep interest in, and pray for the success of the gospel.
To the heathen cry for help this is the only answer. Some
can give; let them not fail to giveit. It is a great privelege
whgch the poorest have, that they can help oan the gospel by
their prayers,

2. In Obedienceto Teacking. In the early churches there
were some, as there are, unkappily to-day, who were dis-
obedient, some that walked *‘disorderly;” but those in
whosp hearts the love of God ruled, listened to the teaching
of Iis servants, and were not disobedient ; and the apostle
sets this forth as a Christian grace, and expresses his confi-
dence in its exercise amongst those to whom he writes.
Perhaps there is not a school but is troubled in a greater or
less degree with disobedient scholars ; you may have some
in your class’; show them how strongly the apostle condemuos
such conduct, and, in the spirit he indicates, urge a change.

3. We have diligence in daily labour. It is one of the
Devil’s ties that honest work in any shape has disgrace at-
tached toit. The Master was a carpenter, the Apostle Paul
was a tent-maker, others were fisherman, and we know not
what besides, but of this we are sure, that there was not a
loafing idler in the apostolic band. The tendency of the
age is, unfortunately, in an opposite direction ; too many of
our young people are growing up with a reluctance to do
any labour that will soil their hands or bring the sweat to
their brow; teach that this is opposed to the spirit of the
gospel, to the manly independence of the Christian character,
and empathize the spostolic teaching ** that with quietness
they work, and eat their own bread.”

4. Diligence in well doing. Not only in the abstaining

from what is sinful, but in active, earnest working for others,
especially for their highest welfare—the leading to the cross
of Jesus, Point out and illustrate in how many ways the
young can do this. Thev car: “ Work for Jesus.”
those who began early, as they grow up it will be easier and
sweeter, and the results will cluster in golden fruit along
their pa "\ through life,

INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEBACHINGS.

Do, not expect to find the church perfect; there were
busybodies and disorderly workers even in 2postolic days.

Pray for God’s workers and work.

Work is the law of God ; idleness is sin.

Christian faithfulness should be joined to Christian love
and gentlensss.

Everything is from God, do everything for God.

Main Lesson.—Christian diligence, the voice of the
Oid and New Testaments alike.—Deut. 6: 5; Josh. 22: 5;
1 Chroo. 28: 9; Psa. 37 : 4-34; Prov. 2: 3; Ecc.9: 103
Matt. 52 65 Luke 12: 335 1 Cor. 7: 29; Heb. 6: 115 2
Pet. 3: 14.

In Paul's epistles the subject of

Happy -
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REVIEW.
‘ FIRST QUARTER—1884.
The lessons from the past quarter msy be divided main
into two themes :
1. ArosroLic WORKING.
: 2. ArosroLic TEACHING.
' 1. Taking the first subject, we shall seo that the fur
| lesson, ¢* The Conference at Jerusalem,” was a fitting oper
, ing to the work of preaching the gospel to all the worlt
i for not o' iy would it have been practically impossiblet;
have méesie many converts in heathen countries if circur.
[ cision had been retained and Jewish rites, ceremonies, ax:
i observances insisted upon, but even in Judea itself, an;
: among the Jews it would have been a vain attemptt
| perpetuate a yoke which neither they nor their fathe
“* were able to bear,” and persistence in those requir
ments would have taken away its character of the gosps
! It would have been the law, modified perhaps, somewhs
! and charged in some of its respects, but sslvation i
} works still. The conclusions to which the Jerusale
church came, guided by the Spirit of God, opened the do
of salvation so that it could never again be closed.
Following the narrative we come to Lesson 5, * Paul
' Second Missionary Journey.” Upon that and the succex
i ing lessons the following questions will help to bring oz
+ the facts and teachings.

i
!
I
|

QUESTION HINT8 TO TEACHERS,

It will be well ¢ begin with the principal facts of ts
i first missionary journey. Who were sent on the fir
i missionary journey? By what church were they sent
' How was the mission suggested > What places did tha
| visit? Hereshow a map cf the present journey and mar
on in = distinct colour ink the course of the first journes
i and show how much more extensive and important was th!
1’ gecond journey. Did all who went out on the mission ¢
through to the close? !
] Now, having got & briefidea of the first journey, let us 4
| om to the second. Who suggested it, and to whom? D“i
| they go together? Why?

!
3

Diwell for a moment here on ik
| difficulty of retrieving a lost character, how one blot msf
| stain a lifetime. Who then went with Poul? And Baj

nabas, whoaccompanied him, and where did he go? W
| are the first districts mentioned as being visited by Pa:
. and Silas? What the first cities? Who did Paul £

there? What was his character? What did Paul wu
him to do? What Divine direction had Paul as to L
course? (Hindrance, & call.)

What wss the first city in Europe the missionar
veached? Where did they go on the Sabbath day? Tk
were the worshippers? Name one who becgme the ﬁj
convert in Europe? What proof did she give of Iy
change of heart? What miracle did Paul perform x
Philippi ? What followed the miracle? How was Psg
treated ? Give the particulars in ch. 16 : 22.24. !

Coming to the next lesson, ask: Relste what happens
that night. Who wers singing? Wbho were hearing
What wonderful thing followed? How did the jailer ac!
, What was his question and the apostles reply? Whe
* gvidence did he give of believing on Jesus? How longd]
¢ Peul and Silas remain in prison? How did they get ou

Following their journey in lLesson >—mname the fin
city to which they came? Where and to whom did Pat
first preach in Thessalonica? Was his message received}
What did the unbelieving Jews do? After this to whe
place did Pauland Silas go ?  What is said of the Bereansg
Who went there to stir up hatred against Paul apdk
preaching ? To what place did he then go?

This leads us in Lesson 9 to Paul at Athens. What
Paul see there which he made a text for s sermon ?  Whey

e



k25 the sermon delivered? “What subject was he speaking |
of when they interrupted him ? Did any believe?

at is eaid of his dsily life in ch. 1&: v. 3? and what of -
Sabbath work in v, 4? How did the Jews in the syna. .
gogue receive his message? Where did he preach after '
ving the synagogue? How long did he remain in
rinth? Who was governor of the Province of Achaia ? |
What took place before him in connection with Paul ?
re we leave the story of apostolic working to resume it -
the firat Sabbath i1 next quarter. .
-, Arosyonic Teacnive.—The following extract fromthe
$nolars’ Quarterly very well summarizes these teachings:
',\“ In the lessons from the Epistle of James, while practical
‘yighteousness is the theme for the most part, the divine
aa rces of that righteousness are dwelt on continually.
t the evil influences that lead to sin, bul the good in.
ences by which men becorae sons of God, come down
¥om the Father of lights, The wisdom that is fuli of
ercy and good {ruits cometh from above. And men are
%p draw near to God, andlive as in His sight. But this
,&cious God, who inspires righteousness, is the Ged who !
,%s in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.

ns(” In the lessons from the Epistle to the Thessalonians,
i

ention is ealled epecially to the coming of the Lord ; but |
jdis the Lord with whom, whether waking or sleeping, we !
‘Yre. Thatfaithful Lord esteblishes His people, and keeps
$hem from evil He creates the atmosphere of light and .
‘o4 day, by living in which they are prepared for His
mg."
N Taking first the lessons from James. What do we know '
# the writer? What error is corrected in the first lesson |
ffom this Epistle? How does he spesk of man’s wrath in
420> What illustration does James use to show the :
Rfierence between hearing only and hearing and doing
¥4 there any sign that a man’s religion is vain? Quote his '
@mmary of true religion ? :

*31What is geid of “ The Power of the Tongue” inch.3: .

ustration is shown the impossibility of & sanctified heart
#hd an evil tongne being together? Give the fruit of true |
sdom ?

3 How are we taught to live in Lesson 4? How are we to ,
proach God, and how to receive the temptations of the .
&vil? Give, in one word, what we are to show towards '
e brethren? (Charity.) What lesson is taught us in va.
36152 (Make noplans that have not God in them). If.
¥e know the right and do it not, what does the apostle say
is?
“3Inlesson 11 we come to Paul’s First Epistle to $he Thes-
#hlonians. What errors does the apostle especially guard
Against ¢ (That the dead in Christ shall be shut out from
Ke glories of Christ's second coming, and that the second ,
#ming might take place immediatedly.) What term is’
wsed to characterize the death of believers ? (Sleep.) Give
8o description of the second coming in ch. 4: 16-17.
'ghat wae to be gathered from those teachings? (Comfort.)
ve & word that expresses the teaching respecting the
e of the second coming ? (Uncertain.)

. The last lesson may be laid side by side with Lesson 4,
d we may show how “ Christian Diligence ™ is enforced
the consciousness of “ Living as in God’s sight. What

%

Apes the apostle ask from the Thessalonians? To what -
“#d? Against whom does he caution the bretbren? What
“bes he enjoin the idle busybodies to do?  What exhorta-
u does he give? (v. 13).

Aguke for them ?
.f;{“’e have now gone over the lessons in a series of
J:‘;
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@ first clause? To what is the tongue hikened? By what .

Who wrote the closing words .
tho Epistle? Why? What prayer does the apostle
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guestions. You will not be able to use sll, or nearly all,
choose according to your class, such as will be suitable, but
do not, now or at any time, take a printed form of qaes-
tions as this, with you into the class. - If you cannot trust
yourself without something before you, write what you wish

. to remember, but use even such helps as sparingly as

possible, the more fully the whole matter is in your mind
without any outside helps, the freer and happier you will
be in ycur work.

If you think well, get from your scholars the Titles and
Golden Texts of the lessons of the quarter, togetherwith any
points which you may have specially impresced upon
them.

It will be well to get a truth and a practical duty from
each lesson, giving to vourecholars on the previous Sabbath
the lessons from which you wish them to bring these for
the Review.

TRUTHS,

Lesgon 1.
Lessou 2.
Lesson 3,
Lesson 4.
Lesson 3.
Lesson 6.
and devils,
Lesson 7. The jailers question for c¢ver important.

Lesson '8, Those are the truly noble who search for
truth.

Lesson 9. Men must have a God.

Lesson 10. If one door is closed another and anotber and
a wider one is opened.

Lesson 11. Christ will cowe again, we know not when.
Lesson 12. A Christian man cannot be an idle busybody.

The gospel is more than forms and ceremonics.
God may be on the lip, Satan in the heart.
Tke tongue, a power for good or evil.

Every moment we depend upon God.

The world without God is helpless for guod.
God’s work raises the opposition of evil men

PRACTICAL DVTIES.

Lesson 1. While we hold the truths of the (Gospel witl: &
firm hand to be large-hearted in non-essent:sls.

Lesson 2. To let all outward service spring irom the
heart.

Lesson 3. To guard our words, by them we shall be

' judged.

Lesson 4. So to live, that the sense of God's presence
will be & joy and not & terror to us.

Lesson 5. The ery for help is still coming, let ug answer
it in the way God enables us.

Lesson 6. No matter how small and unpromising the
field, let us work where God places us.

Lesson 7. To believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and pub-
licly profess our belicf.

Lesson R, The Scriptures are God’s {ruth, let us search
them daily.

Lesson 9. To tell of Jesus whether men will hear or
mock.

Lesson 10. And if we cannot speak in une place to find
another where we can.

Lesson 11. To wait and watch for the coming of the
Lord.

Lesson 12. To bLe diligent alike in woridiy and in sp:ritual
things.

AMuch more might be edded, but it would only be giving
material that coull not be used in the time. Study well
the quarter’s lessons, get what you can into your mind, ask
God to guide you in your thoughts and utterances and to
prepare the hearts of your scholars, then you may hope
that this first Review of the year will seal some truth to
your schoiars, which will be a blessing to them for ever.
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SECOND QUARTER. Ver. 28, « Mightily convinced : " Rry, ** powerfully
—— or vehemently, as Luke 23 : 10, indioating the charact
LESSON 1. istios of his speech, as fervid, impassioned. *‘ By the Sen,
—_ tures : ” proving the truth of his teaching by zhei’r ownr
i ’ ; | of faith.  Apollos ‘¢ watered,” Paul * planted : * we hy
April ¢, P AUL s THIRD M'ssmNARY j{A,c,‘szgxs 2o more of Apollos in the Aocts; he returned to Ephesy
1883. URNEY 19:x7. | (1 Cor. 16 : 12). and he is mentioned in Titus 3 13; ¢
‘ words of the apostle respecting him impl* interest ;ﬂ
GoLoey Texr.—* And when Paul had laid his kindness ; he asks Titus to help him forward oa hig journg

hands upon them

them.”—Acts 19 ; 6,
Tz, —A.D, 54, 55.
Prace.—Ephesus.

Intrcductory.—Only a few words are needed to con.
'aeet this lesson with the last we had from the Acts, Lesson
10 of the First Quarter. That dealt with the uproar at
- Cornith, and the remarkable scene at the judgment seat
of Gallio, What took place there appears to have intimi.
dated the bigoted Jews, for we find that Panl remained in
Corinth *“a good while " after which he left with Priscilla
and Aquila, sailing for Syria ; on the way they put into
Ephesus, anxious, doubtless, to preech the Gospel in that
city ; here he left his compan] iling di
from which place he we
coming feast, on being present at whi
determined ; after “ saluting ”” the mother church at
salem, telling them, doubtless, of the wonderful work of
God by his hands, he went down to Antioch, spending
‘ sometime " there ; how long a period that term covers we
cannot accurately determine. At that point our legson com-
mences.

Notes and Comments,—Ver. 23, Paul starts on
his third missionary Journey, accompanied by Timothy
and Titus, and, perhaps, also by Gaius, Aristarchus and
Erastus, ‘‘ Galatia and Phrygia : ” as before Paul com.
mences hig journey by revisiting those churches which he
had previously founded. For his first vigit to Galatia see
Lesson 5, First Quarier ; Phrygia, he visited on his first
journey,

Ver, 24, 25,
of Apollos,”
Prigcilla and
before Paul’

+ the Holy Spirit came on

The writer now introduces the
suggested doubtless by the connection with
Aquila, and the fact that it oceurred not long
ival i o ; Apoilos

** Episode

truths of the gos
a disciple of John the Baptist ; he wag mighty in the
Secriptures,” knew something likely of the crucified and
risen Jesus, but was ignorant of the gift of the Holy Ghost
and baptism thereto, * Fervent in Spirit : " his own spirit
—not the Holy Spirit—:+ Spake : privately, ¢ Taught ;”
publicly. « Diligently,” Rgyv, ¢ carefully ; » ¢ knowing
ﬁr_ﬂy :”" as yet the full light of truth bas not fallen upon
im,

Ver. 26. «1In the Synagogue : »
there if invited ; this privilege cons
Acts; “ Aquila and Priscillg, had he
names ; ‘‘ Took him :
interested in him

any one wight speak
tantly appears in the
ard : ' REv. transposes
as they had done Paul, they became
. 38w his great capabilities and wherein he
was deficient; “ | xpounded-—way—more perfectly :” there
Wwas much concerning Jesus and His salvation that he had
yet to learn, and these who bad listened to the teachings
of Paul day by day, and were themselves evidently highly
cultured and well read in the Scriptures, would be able to
give him just what he needed.

Ver. 27, “When disposed : ” likely from what be had
been told by Priscilla and Aquils of the work there, ¢¢ The
brethren wrote : » gave him letters of introduction.
“Helped them much : " by his zeal, fervency and eloquence,
yet he became, innocently enough, a cause of dissension
and schism in Corinth ; 1 Cor. 1 : 12; in th
Some were for Paul, some for Apollo, some for Peter, some
for Christ.

at fickle place ! 8¢ent of the Spirit, but the on)

. *< Half Hours with the Lessons.”

Some think that he wrote the Epistle to ‘he
that is possible, but doubtful,
Chap. 19 ; 1.2,

Hebrey,

i
possibly from the sequel, the f(nz,
** Have Ye--Holy Ghost since,.
| Rev. reads “ Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when ye b
[ lived? ” this alters the sense, but is8 much more in be
mony with the idea of the question, they should have n
ceived the Holy Ghost at their baptism, that they did n;
indicated a lack in the baptism. “ Whether there be.{
rather, whether it hag been given ; they could not
ignorant of the existence of the Holy Ghost, but wers of !
gift to believers, ;
Ver. 3, 4. Paul here defines the character of Johng
baptism, and its relation to Jesus ; it was simply outwar,
water baptism, in the faith of one to come ; the other
with the outward sign had the spiritual fulfilment, it w:
baptism in the faith of a risen Messiah who gave the Hoji:
Ghost as the geal of His people.  This is the last menti"

‘¢ Disciples :
of the labours of Apollos

of John the Baptist in the New Testament ; he wholly givgj
place to Christ. g
Ver, 5. * Heard this : fuller exposition of the truth,

[ « More were baptized :  not by Paul himself likely, he ouié
laid his hands on them, The re-Laptism of those Wik,
had been baptized by Jobn or his disciples appears to har
been determined by circumstances, some, s these, wen.
others, as Apollos, and those of the twelve who had foly
lowed John do not appear to have received the rite a secon:?;
time, 3

Ver, 6, 7.

After baptism and th
hands they received the Holy Gho
immediately apparent, the miracul
manifested, and they spoke with ¢
concerning the things of Jesus ;

j know nothing more,

EINTS TO TEACHERS.

. Topical Analysis.—(1) Apelio at Ephesus, 24.:
! (2) Paul at Ephesus, 19 : 1

o laying on of Peyl.
st, and the result Wwa
ous gift of tongues ws':
he power of inspiratia}-
“twelve ” of whom we§

|

esting and instructive. I, .
Jew of Alexandria, and, no doubt, wag g highly educate’:
and cultured man, and one, withal, who looked for the Te
demption of Israel. In some way he had come under the',
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Was that of John, *‘with water, unto repentance ;" they
d not been baptized into Christ the “symbol of justifi-
-ghtion.” Apollos was eloguent, and had that gift which
%olls so powerfully upon men, and one of the greatest and
o8t responsible gifts of God. But the Greek adjective
fmplies more. He was learned as well as cloquent, and

o had that best of all learning, for he was mighty in the
" geriptures, that is of the O1d Testament, and not only knew
em, but had power to bring out their truths and apply
em to the understanding and hearts of men. He was
-jervent ; the spirit that gives efficacy to eloquence. Without
érvency the most beautiful speech is but as polished mar-
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le. He was a diligent teacher. and what he knew
‘e taught earnestly, endeavouring to make fruit for
e kingdom of God.  He was courageous, for when he got

.$ grand man, and, in the early history of the church, has
peen accounted second only to Paul himself, (2) Apollos
ught. There is not a more beautiful picture in the Acts

‘ing from his preaching, into which he had thrown his
hole soul, and with a humble teachable spirit, per-
Aitting himself to be led into the deeper truths of the Gos-
“pel by two simple Christians, Priscilla and Aquila. Press
his lesson of teachableness on your class, and Iay it on
»your own heart, teacher, that you may gladly receive the
{{ruth, come from where it may. (3)
Why he was disposed to pass into Achaia we are not told.
Ppossibly the modesty of his character suggested that he
bad better seek a fresh fieid, as the coming of Paul might
31&“6 been expeoted ; or, the report of Priscilla and Aquila
:tvs to the field at Corinth may have decided him. Any-
Fay, he went ; and with the good-will of the Ephesian

ghe first instance of the kind, but a pattern to churches
Joall time. Happy if all letters of transfer were 80 well

{' he helped them much.” It is only needful tonote that
iwhen a party gathered round him at Corinth and began
to call themselves by his name, he would have nothing
0 do with their actions, but left the city and refused to
Foturn. As we noticed, the mention of Apollos by Paul in
1 Cor. 16: 12, snd in Titus 3 : 13, shows the affection of
the apostle for him.

On the sezond type it is interesting to notice that Ephe-
Bus is in one of the places where Paul, on hiz second jour-
ney, was forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach (Lesgon v.
first quarter), yet now he can come and abide, preaching
he Giospel for a considerable time. God knew the best
o for Paul to go there, and sc you may teach that, if
$he way at any time seems shut up, it is 50 in the wisdom

élntm. What was Paul’s work at Ephesus ?
esson goes,

elieve, but
of God, and it may be ours to instruet, to edify and to
duild up in the knowledge and faith of Jesus, and this
S needed, especially with young disciples.
$ StriviuEnsary.—There is a final lesson which is full
of encouragemont to teachers. You know not how far the

So far as our

effects of your teaching may reach. Paul found Priscilla '

and Aquila at Corinth, and by his teaching they were led
to the truth. They, in their turn instruct Apollos, who
beceme a mighty preacher of the Cross, and eternity alone
#ill reveal the result of his work. You may have a boy
g girl in your class, who,

1ghty power for God. Let this nerve you to zeal and
imtxence.
¢ INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACEINGS.
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Corinth, that hot-bed of vice and violence, ** he power- .
fully confuted the Jews,” and that publicly. Apollos was |

“fhan that of this eloquent and learned man suddenly ceas- .
Apollos commended .

:brethren, and they gave him ¢ letters of commendation,” .

ustified, and that it could be said of all as of Apollos, ,

9f God, who will open it at the right time or to the right .

it was to bring into a clearer light those who .
are only imperfectly acquainted with the truths

if converted, will become a

l(‘l}x;()lerience is the best teacher especially in the things

If Love is in the heart, fire will be upon the tongue,

Bo humble encugh to learn from any and all.

God can use the weakeat instruments,

Taught of God ourselves, let us teach others.

The weakest believer is & believer in God’s sight.

But if a true Christian, he will seek for more hight,

Christ only, can give the Holy Spirit,.

Main Lesson. —The Scriptures, tha foundation of all
instruction in righteousness—John 3 : 39; 20: 31; Rom.
10: 17;15: 4;1Cor.2: 13; 1 Tim. 3: 15-16 ; Heb, 2: 1 ;
1Jobn 5: 13.

GYhildren’s orner.

DUST ON YQUE GLASSES.

I don’t often put on my glasses to examine
Katy’s work ; but one morning not long ago
I did so upon entering a room she had been
sweeping.

“Did you forget to open the windows when
‘you swept, Katy ?” I inquired. “ This room
is very dusty.”

“I think there is dust on your eyeglasses,
ma’am,” she said, modestly.

And sure enough the eyeglasses were at
fault and not Katy. I rubbed it off and
everything looked bright and clear, the carpet
like new, and Katy’s face said:

“I am glad it was the glasses and not me
*this time.”

This has taught me a good lesson, T said to

'myself upon leaving the room, and one that I
shall remember through life.

In the evening Katy came to me with some
kitchen trouble. The cook had done so-and-
so, and she had said so-and-so. When her
story was finished I said, smilingly :

“There is dust on your glasses, Katy. Rub
it off, you will see better.”

She understood me and left the room.

I told the incident to the children, and it is
quite common to hear them say to each other :

“ Oh, there is dust on your glasses.”

Sometimes I am referred to :

“ Mamma, Harry has dust on
i Can’t he rub it off 27
When I hear a person criticising another,

condemning, perhaps, a course of action he

his glasses.



94

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT,

knows nothing about, drawing inference pre-
Jjudicial to the person, I think: “There’s
dust on your glasses. "Rubit off”
is, everybody wears these very same glasses.

I said to John one day, some little matter
coming up that called forth the remark:
“ There are some people 1 wish would begin
to rub, then,” said he,  “ There is Mr, So-and-
so and Mrs. So-and-so, they are always ready
to pick at some one, to slur, to hint; 1 don’t
know, I don’t like them.”

“I think my son John has a wee bit on his
glasses just now.”

He laughed and asked :

“ What is a boy to do?”

“ Keep your own well rubbed up, and you

will not know whether others need it or not.”

“I will,” he replied.
1 think as a family, we are all profiting by

that little incident, and through life will never .

forget the meaning of “There is dust on your
glasses.”

CULTIVATE A SWEET VOICE.

There is no power of love so hard to keep ,
sharp, but every time I began 1 could see

“that verse real plain, ¢ He that is slow to anger

as a kind voice. A kind hand is deaf and
damb. It may be rough in flesh and blood,
yet do the work of a soft heart, and do it
with a sof{ touch. But there is no one thing
it so much needs as a sweet voice to tell what
it means and feels, and it is hard to get it and
keep it in the right tone.

youth, and be on the watch night and day, at .

work and while at play, to get and keep a
voice that shall speak at all times the thought
of a kind heart.
sharp voice is most apt to be got.
hear boys and girls say words at play with a
quick, sharp tone, as if it were the snap of a
whip. '

If any of them get vexed you will hear a

voiee that sounds as if it were made up of a -

snarl, a whine and a bark. Such a voice often
speaks worse than the heart feels. It shows
more ill-will in tone than in words. It is

The truth .

One must start in .

But this is the time whena |
You often ;

often in mirth that one gets a voice or a ton
that is sharp, and sticks to him through life
and stirs up ill-will and grief, and falls like ¢
drop of gall on the sweet joysat home. Sud
as these get a sharp home voice for use an
keep their best voice for those they meet else.
where, just as they would save their best cake
and pies for guests and all their sour food for
their own board. I would say to all girls an¢
boys, “ Use your bhest voice at home.”  Watch
it by day as a pearl of great price, for it wik
be worth more to you in the days to come than
the best pearl hid in the sea. A kind voice
is a lark’s song to heart and home. It is to
the heart what light is to the eye.

THE BRIDLF ON THE TONGUE.

How have you prospered to-day, my son /”
said Mrs. Stone.

“ First-rate, mother; and I think it is be-
~cause I remembered the verse you gave to
Sadie and 1ee this morning. You see, we were
playing at blindman’s buff, and the boys
would peep so as to see us. I was so pro-
‘voked that I wanted to speak right out

is better than the mighty, and he that ruleth
his spirit than he that taketh a city, and I did
not say & word. It was hard work, though,
to keep from speaking.”

“I do not doubt it, Willie; but I am very
I think
‘it often requires more true courage to hold
the bridle of the tongue than that of a horse.”

“That verse helped me too,” said Sadie.
“T was hurryving along so as to call on Julia

“clad that my little boy was so brave.

Howard before school, but just as I turned
* the corner, old Mrs. Lane opened her window
and asked me if I would go to Mr. Pinkham’
“store and get a bundle. 1 was so disappointed
that I wanted to say ‘ No,” but the verse came
into my mind so quick, I said, * Yes'm,” and
, ran along.”

“You did quite right, my children,” said
i Mrs. Stone, “and have each gained a vietory
" that is better than taking a city.”



