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RESTORES EYESIGHT, |

““ACTINA," & Wonderful Discovery
Waich Curas Diseased Eyes. No
Matter Whether Chironic or
Acute, Witho it Cutting
or Drugging.

There is no need for cutting, drugging or prob-
ing the eye for any form of (hueam. for a new
system of treating afflictions of the oye has been
discovered, w ereby all
torturous ‘and  harbarous
methods are ninated.
This wonderful ' restment
takes the form i pocket
ery, and is known as
e 8 purely a
tatment and self-
7 administered by the patient.
There is no risk of experimenting, as thousands
of people have been cured of blindness, failing
eyesight, cataracts, granulated lids and other
afflictions of the eve through this grand discovery,
when eminent oculists termed the cases incurable,
This wonderful remedy also makes the use of
spectacles unnecessary, ‘as it not only removes the
weakened and unnatural conditiors of the eye,
but gives it a clear vision.

Alfred Thistle, Stratford, Ont,, Can., writes : “ Actina
has greatly improved my ey esight, which is more than
¥ expected, as my case was said to be incurable,”

General Alexander Hamilton, Tarrytown-cn-the-Hud.
son, N.Y., highly recommends ** Actina,”

T. B. Marshal, 700 N, Dean street west, Bay City, Mich,,
¥ormerly of Sarnia, ., Canada, writes that he can see
o write without his glasses after using Actina only eight
clays, Used glasses ) irty years; is eighty years of age.

A. O. T. Pe ton, Massachusetts building, Kansas
City, Mo,, say, tina ™ cured my mother of cataracts
and cured me of asthma,

Hundreds of other names can be sent on ulnrllm-
tion. “Actina” is purely a home treatment and
self-administered by the patient, and is sent on
trial, postpaid. 1If you will send your name
and address to the New York and London Electric
Assoziation, l)aft. 46B, Walnut Street, Kansas
City, Mo,, you will receive absolutely free o valu-
able book, Prof, Wilscy's Treatize on the Eye and
on Disease in Gene-al,
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For Over Sixty VYears

MRS. WINSLOW'S
SOOTHING SYRUP

has been used for children while teething. It soothes
'lnchlld.mnunm-,dluldl pain, cures wind
colic, regulates the stomach and bowels, and is the best

TWO NEW BOOKS

oeen:. KINGDOM OF SONG

for the Bunday Schools ? lﬁrum; #25.00 per 100 ;
per dogen, 5. 8. 8. su,
chorister for 150, in postage stamps,

sutiful and nt'; 0-
tive cover. The tunes sweet and melodious; hymns in.
spiring and spiritual,

BIBI.E SCHOOL SONGS

By A, F. Mvurs, New ror 1902,

Oneezmple cagp mailed to any pastor, Superintendent or
chorister for 15¢.  Price to schools #2 por 100 ; $2.60 per
songn,board covers. The best judges of Sunday Bohhe)
songs praise it. Pages large size, 6'!:'1 inches,
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This Year.
—
BY HELEN F. BOYDEN,

What will it bring,
The year just dawning to our view?
Will roses strew our path, or rue?
And will the days be false or true?

What will it bring?
The days stretch far away; we mean
To crowd so much—so much—between,
Living in hope the time unseen.

What will it bring?
Only neglect, and then regret,
Hearts full of pain, and eyelids wet,
Or happy ’dﬁys, and happier yet?

What shall we giva?
Such little things fill up our thought,
And awkwardly our 1ands have wrought
What seems thereafter to be naught,

What shall we give?
No costly gift or fragrant spice;
Some humble token must suffice—
A thing of love, and not of price.

What shall we give?
A breath to fame, a smile to art?
Better! a consecrated heart,
From earth and all its toils apart.

What shall we give
Fit for eternity and time?
A life where heart and soul make rhyme,
A character for God sublime,

A Prayer for the N-w Year,

Thy will to do, thy ..k to make
More forceful on this fallen earth,
Thy love in some lone heart to leave,
Thy word to give where spirits grieve,
To teach a downcast soul its worth;
Into some fettered life to take
Thy freeing power; for some one's sake
To give of self as thou didst give—
For such a mission let me live '
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On the Threshold,

S we stand on the threshold of the

A New Year, before we lift the latch

and enter n, it is wise to pause

and think and pray for 8uidance and pro-

tection. What its issues shall be of joy

or sorrow, of weal or Woe, no wisest mind

can forecast, Iet us, therefore, put our

hands trustfully in that of our blessed

Saviour ang Lord, and follow him

whithersoever he leadeth, knowing lhat

he will guide the trusting soul into all

truth, juto full salvation, into everlasting
blessedness,

For six months the attention of the
Sunday School world, embracing over
twenty million teachers and students of
the Word of God, will be focused upon
the life and labors of St. Paul, St. Pay]
and Moses, whose characters Wwe have been
studying, stand out Prominently, as we
think, the greatest teachers of the ages,
and men who more than any others have

moulded the thought and mind of Chris-
tendom.  We shal lin our various perj-
odicals devote special attention to S,
Paul, the noblest figure of the Chnistian
centuries. In our connexional monthly
two finely illustrated articles, one on
“Rome Revisited,” the other on “The
Footprints of St. Paul,” will be of great
interest to all Bible Students,

For the second six months we shall re-
Sume thie study of those grand heroes of
God, the judges and early kings of Israel,
In following their footsteps we shal] learn
many lessons from that olden life of three
thousand years ago that will help the
guidance of our lives to-day.
liberal educat on of no ordinary charac-
ter to follow faiihfully these Bible studies,
for the teachers as well as the taught wilk
derive untold benefit therefrom,

Arrows from the New Year Bow.

T is the season for aim-taking, for lay-

I ing plans, for making resolutions,
At this and that mark people let fiy
their arrows. The air just now is ag ful?
of good purposes as a storm-atmosphere
0. snowflakes.  Diogenes from his tub
may look out and laugh at all this, but a
good resolution, an arrow sent from the
New Year bow at a worthy mark, has its
value In spite of the sneer of Diogenes.
All action dates back at a purpose. It

tully, in submiss;on of our will to Christ’s
in a childlike trust. There may he a
serious fault when People make their
resolutions. - There may be the expression
of a hasty impulse, The arrow is shot
carelessly.  Sight your arrow carefully,
and taking al] strength from Jesus, send
it out. We must not despise the hour
when we sit down and, in the shadow of
the cross, say, “ | will,”

What are some of the arrows we may
well send out, some of the resolutions we
may satisfactorily make?

Arrow one.—The Sunday School shall
receive our special attention this year.
No matter what we did in 1902, we will
do more in 1903, No matter what we did
not do; mistakes behind us shall not be-
come Alps ahead of us, Let the past go,
We will do more this year than ever be-

fore. Pull hard, send an arrow at that
mark. 2
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Arrow two—As teachers in the Sunday
school, we will be there each Sunday. If
sick, absence then is unavoidable. We
will notify the superintendent as season-
ably as possible, If well, rain shall not
dissolve our interest in attendance, nor
cold freeze it, nor heat melt it. We will
be there! there! there! Plant an arrow
in that mark; for the “ there Sundays "
make a class; the “not there Sundays ”
ruin it.

Arrow three.—We will g0 befors our
classes prepared to teach them. We will
not put on an interest in ths iesson about
the time we put on hat and gloves. We
will begin as early in the week as pos-
sible to pack the Sunday School bundle.
hen what an hour of interest there will
be when the package is opened in the
class, before shining eyes and attentive
ears! Out with your bow and send an
arrow at that mark.

Arrow four—~We will
pbrayer for our classes,
8ood atmosphere out of which to send
our words to souls. Those words, 100,
will find a good atmosphere when they
get to souls,

Arrow five.—~We will make the conver-
sion of our scholars not only a special
thing, but the thing supreme. We will
begin at once.

Sending these arrows from the New
Year bow will make an immeasurable
difference in the everlasting history of

be much in
It will make-a

the souls for whom You care.—S8, 8. Jour. .

Sunday School New Year’s Calls,

In fashionable life, calls are some-
times in vVogue, and sometimes not,
But there is a kind of New Year’s calling
that it would be well to have always in
fashion, A Sunday School worker
explains how he spent the first
day of the bresent year; and a sugges-
tion of this kind may help many a teacher
who finds it difficult to get time to visit
all the scholars of a large class.

“On New Year's Day of this year, the
question came to me whether I had mot
better sacrifice the pleasure of calling on
my friends, and take that time and call
on my scholars—my class being of bright
8irls, but still children of such classes as
usually attend large mlulon-lchooll. aver-
aging in age
Having church ag well as occasional -so-
cial engagements, and also spending an

my class very little attention excepting
at school, thereby neglecting a very im.
portant portion of the work,

“To make thege calls on the scholars
of my class during the week wag next to

tion of the city; and if I would call, it
would be but on one member of the class,
a8 the calls, in order to be effective,
should not be too brief. As before men-
tioned, my work being with a mission-
school, the greater number of the schol-
ars were compelled to find employment
of some kind, an » 88 a natural conge-
quence, they would be more or less tired,
and sometimes very sleepy, which made
it quite difficult to entertain them. I
made six calls that afternoon, found al]
my scholars at home and quite pleaged
that I gave them a caj] thnt.day,.
and, 1 believe, still more pléased
at receiving my card, Meeting the pa-

to see what an opportune time. it was to
God.

Methodist Magazine and Review
For December,:

The December number of this Magazine
completes its twenty-eighth  yean and
fifty-sixth volume, Among the ' ilius-
trated articles ar ,: Dr. Johnson once
More,” by “ Pastor Felix,” * Village Life
in France,” “Ipn Dalecarlia,” * Methodism
Farthest North,” “ Pathfinders of. Em-
pire,”” ““The Elevator Did It, Evolution
of the Sky-Scraper,” unq “ Tennyson the
Nature Poet.” Other articles are “ Harth-
quakes and Thejr Causes,” “The Ameri-
can Trek to the North-West,” and Chan-
cellor Day’s tremendous indictment of
the liquor traffic. Christmas’ “storfes,
boems, and pictures give a :holiday
flavor to thig number. The announce-
ment for 1903 is particularly . strong_in
illustrated articles on Canada, its lumber
camps, fur trade, fisher es, artists, men of
mark, Sydney, Gaspe, Montreal mansions,
ete.  Serial and short stories, popular
science, character studies, Wesley Bicen-
tenary bapers, Memories of* Mexico,
Footprints of st, Paul, - Byways of
Venice, British House of Commons, and
Current Topics and Events,- - - . )

New’ subscribers will' recefve the No-
vember and December nambers free,

Toronto: William Briggs. " Montreal:
C. w. 8. - Halffax : 8, .p, ‘Huestis, -
$2.00'a year; $1.00. for six monthg. " O™
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A New Leaf.

He came to my desk with a quivering
lip—
The lesson was done.
“ Dear teacher, I want a new leaf,” he
said;
“1 have spoiled this one.”
In place of the leaf so stained and blotted,
I gave him a new one, all unspotted—
And into his sad eyes smiled—
‘Do better now, my child.”

I went to the Throne with a quivering
soul—
The c¢ld year was done—
“Dear Father, hast Thou a new leaf for
me? " 3
I have spoiled this one.”
He took the old leaf, stained and blotted,
And gave me a new one, all unspotted,
And into my sad heart smiled—
“Do better now, my child.”
—0C. 8. P.

Bible Geography.

BY GEO. MAY POWELL.
IBLE geography is far more a key
B to the Bible than is popularly sup-
posed. Most Bible students have
an idea they are sufficiently well informed
on this subject, when in fact they are
not. This can easily be demonstrated
in less than five minutes in almost any
Sunday School. The pastor, superin-
tendent, and teachers, as well as the
scholars, may be included in the experi-
ment. Distance and direction are, of
course, the two essential points in geog-
raphy of the earth surface, therefore the
following line of questions substantially
covers the subject.

Ask, if you please, the distance and
direction from any Sunday School, of,
say, a half-score of such points as Bos-
ton, New Orleans, San Francisco, Lon-
don, ete. The answers. will probably be
fairly prompt and accurate. Follow this
by asking the distance and direction,
from that school, of Jerusalem, the cen-
tre of sacred cartography. In ninety-
nine cases in a hundred there will now
be a painful pause, followed by some wild
and Inaccurate guessing. Then, taking
Jerusalem as the centre, ask the direction
and distance from it to Hebron, the first
capital of David ; of Samaria, the capital

of the disaffected tribes after their seces-
sion from the rule of Solomon’s son. The
darkness will now be visible in respect to
these most important localities; still
worse if other important cities, towns,
mountains, and streams are called up,
likewise the location of the tribal divis-
icns, and later of Roman provinces, of
Bible lands.

In the first line of questions, relative
to secular geography, it will be seen
that those questioned have enough in-
formation under that head to read the
daily newspaper tolerably intelligently ;
also, perhaps, in some cases, to study
with  profit modern, medieval and
ancient history. Such a knowledge of
secular geography is considered abso-
Ivtely essential to profitanie study of
current events. Without it, in these
days, a young man or woman seeking
a situation as teacher in a common
school would fail to get a certificate mak-
Ing employment in that profession possi-
ble In any case, where one was under
an honestly conducted civil-service exam-
ination, anything like the ignorance of
secular geography that was found as
above in sacred geography would subject
the applicant to disappointment in secur-
ing the desired salaried position, even
though it be a humble one,

Geography systematizes and helps to fix
in the mind the salient features of these
correlated branches of even a common
education. The geology, botany, climatol-
ogy, and other natural sciences relating
to different parts of our earth, find in
geography an almost absolutely necessary
adjunct. Can all this be true of the secu-
lar element of our subject, and not be
equally true of its sacred element ? In
cither of these secular or sacred fields
history and geography are like the two
wings of a bird,—cripple either wing,
the other is in a measure crippled.

The main point is to make Bible study
the means of reaching souls with truth
vitally important to them. To illustrate:
The writer once had an interesting Bible-
class in a large Bunday School. One day
a wild storm drove a bevy of street arabs
in there for shelter. They were of the
kind noted for their ' skill in making
trouble for good citizens and the police,
by stealing, breaking windows, etc. What
to do with them was a question with
both the pastor, who was present, and the
superintendent. If they were driven
away, they would therefore be extra
troublesome outsiders in future, Ragged,
wet, flithy, and saucy, they were not at-
tractive subjects to a teacher, I was
acked to leave the regular class in hand,

instan
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and see what could be done to entertain
and benefit these uninvited and uninvit-
ing visitors,

1 began by asking them the distance
and direction from us of a city a few
hours away by rail. Some of them had
Leen there, and were proud to be able to
answer some questions about that city.
This was the entering wedge to some
questions and statements on Bible Lands
still farther away. The railway, steam-
ship, and donkey rides necessary to g0
there, and go around when there ; to talk
about the boys, and the dogs and cats,
the birds and the flowers, of that country
where Christmas first came, By that
time two of these boys were cuddled as
close as they could get to each side of
their teacher, and three were kneeling in
front of him.  All those seven faces were
earnestly looking into his, and the class
was as receptive and as orderly a one as
there was in that school. They were then
ready for nearly a half-hour of teaching
on the spiritual sides of the regular les-
sons of that day. Some of them became
regular scholars in that school.

This is only a type of numerous other
actual cases the writer has had in deal-
ing with the “ restless class” (that is in
almost every school), as he has visited
schools in over a score of the United
States,—sometimes when the class num-
bered twenty or thirty small boys.

Any one who has never done so, and
who will take the trouble, in even a few
wminutes of Bible reading, to really un-
derstand any geograyhy there may be in
the portion read, will be surprised to see
how much interest and understanding is
thereby added, and how it helps to fix the
main facts and ideas of that reading in
the mind.  Furthermore, with a class,
for example, studying the story of Joseph
seeking his brethren, try going by map
light with the boy from the vale of Heb-
ron, where Jacob lived, to Bethlehem,
where his mother was buried,—on past
Mt. Moriah and Bethel, with memory of
their stories of the sacrifice of Isaac, and
his father’s vision, which he had, doubt-
less, heard at home so often. Thence,
after his cruel sale at Dothan, go with
him in his captive way along the Medi-
terranean shore to Egypt. Marching
for days in sight of mountains near
where his father was waiting for him,
and from which swift rescue would come
if those at home only knew his situation,
—and see if the boys and the girls in that
class do not get interested in the lesson
through its geography, especially if you
have a thoroughly indexed map to aid in
instantly finding the places mentioned,

and if, furthermore, it is a relief map,
where the hills and the valleys are shown
as If looking down on them from a
balloon,

Large portions of the International
Lessons for 1902 and 1903 relate to the
travels of Paul, the * petit Apostle,”’—
physically smaller than Napoleon, who
in turn took comfort in saying he him-
self was ‘“larger than Alexander the
Great.” Follow him cartographically
over his field as above suggested, and in
that vast mission work there will be
abundant and vivid verification of the
ground we take. With advanced classed
it may be well, in a few cases, to further
elaborate by weaving in an occasional
thread of still more ancient geography
and its related history, as well as that
more modern than the days of Paul,—
the Greek conquests of Alexander, modern
Christian missions, and even recent Ar-
menian troubles. In Asia Minor espe-
cially these subjects are intimately inter-
woven, as also the present German battle
for railway control of travel and traffic
to India and China,—a battle having
much to do with religious and reivrm
missions among hundreds of millions of
people.  Ararat, the monarch mountain
of Bible lands, also in this field, would
be a fine subject for essays to be read at
Bible-study conventions,—only one, in
fact, of many subjects good as well for
literary and social gatherings of a Sun-
day School. Thus the importance of the
general subject of Bible study will be
magnified, not minimized. It will help to
remove the “far country” flavor of the
Book, and make it more plain that the
great love-letter sent down to us from
the stars is for each one of us, here and
now.

No competent councillor will thor-
oughly examine this subject without find-
ing that “ there is very much land to be
possessed ” in the realms of Bible geog-
raphy.

N.B.—Preserve for future reference the
excellent map which accompanies this
number,

—

Words fcr the New Year.

“From glory unto glory!” Be this our
joyous song,

As on the King’s own highway we
bravely march along!
“From glory ur slory!”

stirring ch«
As dawns the cmn brightness of an-
other glad New Year. —Havergal.

O word of
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A Unique Sunday School.

BY REV. A. C. CREWS,
—_—

Probably the most unique Sunday
School in Canada is that of the All Peo-
Ples’ Mission, Winnipeg, which I had the
privilege of visiting a few weeks ago.
This school consists entirely of foreign-
ers, the majority of whom are unable to
speak or read English. It was organized
Some twelve years ago, in connection with
McDougall church, almost entirely through
the-efforts of a devoted young lady, Miss
Dollie McGuire. It soon grew to such

. broportions that larger and separate quar-
ters had to be secured, and a room was
rented on Main Street. Devoted workers
have carried on the work of the mission,
often- amid much discouragement, but
With' a considerable degree of success,

'During the past Yyear or two the mission
has been in charge of Rev. Dr. Morrison,
who seems to be peculiarly adapted for
this work. He not only preaches to the
people on Sunday, but visits among them,
and conducts a free medical dispensary,
The doctor thinks that one of the most
serious problems for the North-West to
solve is what to do with the foreigners
who are pouring into the country in such
numbers. = He stated that he had never
met.a train at the C. P. R. depot without
seeing some who were coming to this new
land to make their home. There are
twenty-four different languages spoken in
the city of Winnipeg.

Throughout Manitoba and the Terri-
tories there are 100,000 Germans, 30,000
French, 30,000 Scandinavians, 30,000
Galicians, 10,000 Doukhobors, beside many
others from various countries. Twenty-
four thousand foreigners came into the
country last year, and this year they have
been coming at the rate of 3,000 a month,
These people bring not only their own
language and customs, but some peculiar
ideas about individual liberty, which are
not at all in accordance with our idea
of good citizenship. When a prohibition
contest is on the whiskey sellers manage
to secure most of these foreign votes. It
Is said that seventy-five per cent. of them
voted against prohibition. It is felt by

. the Christians. of Manitoba that if some-
thing is not done to Christianize these
Dpeople, they will, before long, become a
serious menace to the country,

Dr. Morrison does not believe that very
much can be done with the old people,
but that theie is a hopeful field for mis-
slonary work among the children, and is
therefore giving special attention to
them. Within a radius of half a mile of
All Peoples’ Mission there are 500 children
of foreign families, and 300 of these are
enrolled as scholars under the doctor's
guidance. Their Sunday School is lik
no other, and therefore original methods
have to be used. In one corner of the
building is a class of Russian children,
in another a class of Galicians, and in
various parts of the room are found
classes of Scandinavians, Doukhobors,
Syrians, ete. As far as possible each
class is being taught in the language of
the scholars, Of course it is no easy
task to secure qualified teachers for such
a school,

To meet this difficulty Dr. Morrison is
anxious to ~“tain testaments, tracts, and
books print'd in the various languages
represented, so that these people may
come in contact with the truth through
the printed page. He  nks that many
of our Epworth League: would esteem it
a privilege to help in “uch an enterprise
as this. Iam sure t' v would be moved
to do something ! 'y could hear his
earnest appeal, cannot do too much
for foreign missions, but we certainly
ought not to neglect the stranger at our
own doors.—Epworth Era,

—

How Can the Officers Help the
Teachers in Class Work ? *

G. W, GROTE,

1. By preventing, and refraining from,
interruption, so that the time-table may
be strictly adhered to; at all events, so
as to secure to the teachers the full time
set down for teaching. (a) This im-
plies prompt commencement or the
elimination of some part of the exercises
preceding the teaching. (b) Also plac-
ing on the- bulletin board each session
the exact time for the orchestra to com-

* At a meeting in the interest of the
Sunday School, held in the Metropolitan
Church, Mr. Grote read this paper with
verbal comments and elucidations,—Ed.
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mence “tuning up.” This announce-
ment would vary according to the time
the teaching actually begins. The or-
chestra might come in and make ready,
all that might be necessary prior to
“tuning " and the first bell, having given
the five minutes’ warning, the teachers
would be able to *“sum up” and close
the lesson to best advantage. (c) The

extra “saumming up” by the superin- *

tendent, though important as a part of
the day’s work, ought not to encroach
upon the teaching time. (d) The day’s
report having been prepared promptly by
each teacher, the proper officer should
<ome -round promptly for same, and at
same time deliver library books, ete.

2. By the adoption of a general plan
of co-operation with the teachers for se-
curing order. (a) This implies not
merely a quick eye and a sharp ear on
the part of both officers and teachers,
but the exercise of spiritual demeanor,
tact, and quiet firmness of manner on
the part of the superintendent or other
chief officer, and especially tact, e.g., the
refraining from any show of temper or
impatience, such as the announcement
that “ There’s some one talking !” or
“That whispering has got to stop !” or
“ Now, I want you all to look this way,
please !”  (b) In order to avoid all such
unseemly announcements, the superin-
tendent should take all proper occasion,
or, if need be, make occasion, by calling
the school together, say, quarterly, for
a social evening in the church parlors—
for becoming personally acquainted with
the scholars. It would then rest with
the superintendent to bring to bear such
personality and experience as he may
possess, and especially that mild firmness
which always wins the heart. That
having been accomplished, the superin-
tendent should, so far as possible, avoid
drawing the attention of the school to
any particular class concerning miscon-
duct. The co-operation of the teachers
is indispensable.

3. By proper attention to the classifi-
cation and arr t of the scholars
from time to time. (a) This implies
personal inspection of the classes by the
superintendent, assisted by the assistant
superintendent. (b) This inspection
could be made partly by a mere glance at
the class or perhaps a five minute, or
three-minute call by the superintendent,
but so as not to interrupt the teaching,
and partly by the consideration of any
suggestion made by any teacher. (c)
By this means scholars would be trans-

SUNDAY SCHOOI BANNER,

ferred and promoted somewhat after the
plan required in day schools, with this
important exception, however, namely,
that the promotion,” or transfer, should
always have due regard for securing each
scholar to his or her class so long as
the teacher of that class desires and can
show the desirability of such course,

4. By the offering of prizes for com-
petition at examinations, semi-annually,
such examinations to. be partly oral and
partly in writing, and to cover the then
last preceding half-year's work,

5. By supplying teachers with cards
calling for information as to absentees—
S0 that teachers may be induced to give
more prompt attention to the question of
regular attendance of scholars,

Good Things For the New Year.

The following list of Good things to
do in 1903” is condensed from sugges-
tions by members of the British Christian
Endeavor Council. It is worth reading
and worth attempting:

Lift the level of the Sunday School.

Take a real part in the prayer-meeting.

Exhibit the true Christian spirit.

Work for the slaying of the war spirit.

Get a better view of the mountain peaks
of scripture.

Foster a strong Christian conscience
against social evils and the worldly trend
of life.

Get one recruit each for the society and
the church,

Study the history of the church in the
past, and help to make the history of the
church in the future,

Fill the empty seats of the church.

Strengthen temperance sentiment and
the civic spirit.

Seek to discover those who ought to be
missionaries, and open the way for them
to go.

Seek to know, to grow, to glow, and to
gO.

Make the home brighter.

Go after the young people in the church
who have been holding aloof from your
work.

Yield so completely to Christ that you
will come to be the disciple he would have
you be,

Live more in the reverent fear of God,
and put away the delights that are costly.

Capture the young men of the cities for
Christ and the church.
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Book Notices,

“The Drillmaster of Methodism.”  Prin-
ciples and Methods for the Class
Leader ana Pastor. By Chas. L.
Goodell, pastor of Hanson Place M.
E. Church, Brooklyn, N.Y. New
York: Eaton & Mains. Cincinnati:
Jennings & Pye. Toronto: William
Briggs. Pp. 248. Price, $1.25.

We are glad to note the revived in-
terest in the class meeting in Methodism,
both in the old world and the new. REvi-
dences of this are the class leaders’ con-
ventions, the class leaders’ column in the
church papers, and such a volume as the
one under review. The book gives wise
counsels concerning the best methods of
organizing, recruiting, teaching, training
and leading a class, Every class leader
will find greatly helpful hints and sug-
gestions in this book. An interesting
note describes the visit of Queen Viztoria
to a class meeting. A Methodist servant
at Buckingham Palace received such hos-
tile treatment on account of her attend-
ance at class that the Queen said, “ I will
80 to the meeting myself, and see if it
is a fit place for a servant to attend,”
and to the persecuted Methodist maid
Her Majesty said, “ Never forget your
class meeting; I only wish that other ser-
vants would go also.”

“Light for Daily Living” By John
Maclean, Ph.D.  Author of * The In-
dians of Canada,” * Canadian Savage
Folk,” etc. Toronto: William Briggs.
Price, 50 cents net; postpaid, 55

cents,
This is another of Dr., Maclean's ““ Bet-
ter life Series.” To those who have

been reading his books on the building
of character nothing more need be said.
This one, like its predecessors, is full of
force, vigor, and inspiration—a bit of the
marrow of Christian thought in the rich-
est of literary setting. There are sen-
tences that are like flashes of lightning;
there are placid descriptions; there are
bright nature touches, And everywhere
the writer gives*evidence that his spirit
has been fed with * the finest of the
wheat,” and satisfied “ with the honey
out of the rock.” Its fifteen chapters
are on such topics as, The Other Side of
the Stone, The Grace of Forgetfulness,
Christ is All, Ioving the Unlovely, The
Poems of God, The Transformed Talent,
etc.  One cannot overestimate the value
of such books to the young of our
church,

“Talks on Favorite Tex
dresses to OChildren.

Smith, M.A., Editor of
Rays.” Edinburgh: Olipha

ts and Other Agd-

Pp. 160. Price, 35 cents,
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with doubts concerning immortality; it
brings also the touch of the Comforter to
those whose friends have passed * within
the gates.” Says the writer, in speaking
of the immortality of the soul, “ The way
to be sure of it is to assume it as one
of the fundamental facts, and build your
life upon it.” The arguments are clear,
forceful, and logical. The writer shows
how an argument that would convince the
senses merely is after all insufficient.
And he goes on to show that immortality
is the only foundation that makes life
rational. The work is such as we might
expect from the pen of such a writer.

“The Victory of Mary Christopher.” By
Harvey Reeves Calkins, B.D., minister
of the Grand Road Methodist Epis-
copal Church, Bombay, Cincinnati :
Jennings & Pye. Toronto : William
Briggs,

This is one of a series of * Little Books
on Practice,” by various Christian writ-
ers. It takes up the subject of tithing
from every point of view. The book tells
the story of Mary Christopher’s struggle
to yield her tithe, of her victory and her
final reward. It will be a help to those
seeking light on the tithe question. The
book throughout has the splendid mis-
slonary ring of a writer who has lived
in the heart of missionary enterprise and
known its needs.

“The Gentle Art of Making Happy.” By
Geo. H. Morrison, M.A. Edinburgh :
Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier. To-
ronto : William Briggs. Pp. 61.
Price, 35 cents,

Mr. Morrison is an acomplished essay-
ist and preacher. He is the master of a
fascinating style, vivacious, but not frivo-
lous, sane and sage without being dull.

“Bible Characters.” Our Lord’s Charac-
ters. By Alexander Whyte, D.D.
Author of “ Bunyan Characters,” etc.,
etc. Edinburgh: Oliphant, Anderson
& Ferrier. Toronto: William Briggs,
Pp. 311. Price, 3s. 6d.

Dr. Whyte has won wide reputation by
his admirable lectures on Pilgrim’s Pro-
gress and six volumes of Bible Charac-
ters. The same spiritua] insight is shown
in the studies of the parables of our Lord
and the Angels of the Seven Churches.
No better evidence can be given of the

ix

perennial interest felt in the world’s
greatest book than the demand for suc-
cessive volumes by g * master of assem-
blies ” on these great themes,

“Ways That Win in Church Finance.”
By Rev. Albert Sydney Gregg. Cin-
cinnati: Jennings & Pye. New York:
Eaton & Mains. Toronto: William
Briggs. Pp. 131. Price, 25 cents,
Postpaid, 30 cents.

Out of a large experience the author of
this book sets forth some improved meth-
ods for conducting this important depart-
ment of church work. He shows that the
pastor is not a pauper, urges self-help in
debt-paying, enlisting the multitude, the
benefits of beneficence, gives wise hints
concerning church entertainments, shows
what women can do. Preachers and
church officials should read this book.

“John Ruskin.” The Voice of the New
Age. By J. 8. Montgomery. Cincin-
nati: Jennings & Pye. New York:
Eaton & Mains. Toronto: William
Briggs. Pp. 53. Price, 35 cents net.

The true purpose of John Ruskin’s mes-
sage to his age is more and more being
recognized. The author of this dainty
booklet has made a study of the great
teacher, and interprets the moral sig-
nificance of his religious and economic
doctrines,

Teacher-Training,

BY JAMES EDMUNDS,

The need with which I am especially
concerned at this time is that for trained
teachers. Strange, indeed, it is that in
an age when men demand trained law-
yers, trained doctors, trained publie
school teachers, trained nurses, trained
preachers, missionaries, cooks, tail-
ors, laundrymen, barbers, and bootblacks,
it should be necessary to argue for
trained teachers in our Bible schools; bul,
it is true as strange. The father who
will not allow an untrained smith to shoe
his horse will readily agree that any one
knows enough to teach his child in the
Bible school, and the church that insists
upon the most thorough training of the
missionary who is to labor with the can-
uibal, and for the clergyman who is to
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Minister to intelligent and discerning men The truth is there is no reason against,
and women, is quite ready to consign its there is every reason for, giving our
youth for the development of their high-  teachers the most thorough training pos-
@8t powers to any person, no matter how  sible, There are difficulties in the way,
untrained and incapable, as always when anything worth while is
Mark you well! OQur Bible school undertaken; but they are not insuper-
teachers are doing more to shape the able. We cannot offer salaries to our
theological thought and the religious life teachers, thus encouraging them to the
‘of the church of to-morrow than all the expenditure of much time and money in
Ppreachers and theologians taken together! the securing of a proper training; and
« No observing and thoughtful man can when trained, there is but one brief hour
donbt this for g moment And yet we in the week in which they can exercise
find ‘s host of people more pious than their attainments; but there are other
Prudent-who declare that any one who motives than those mercenary to which
has a love for the children and is filled appeal may be made in the case of the
Wwith the Spirit 3 quite sufficiently equip- Christian teacher; and the time, short
ped for this work, -Teasoning with the ag jt is, affords an opportunity not to be
same logical nonsense which some of our despised; its very brevity, moreover, em-
fathers used to refute the necessity for a phasizing the necessity ior training that
trained ministry, it may be most fully utilized,

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS-FIRST QUARTER,.
Studies in the Book of the Acts,

Lesson 1. Jan. 4, —Pay Lesson 8. Feb, 22, —Cumistiay Love, 1 Cor. 13,
16: 22.34, Study Acts 16: 16.34. Commat vs. 1.8, (Read 1 John 4: 7-21.) Gowppw TexT :
Cor, 13: 18, Now abideth faith, hope, charity, but the
+ greatest of these is charity,

L 4: 118, Commit

: Acts 18: 2419 ¢,
8. 68, (Read the whole epistle.) GoLbkx Texy : Phil. ¢ ; ND APoLLos, /
4. Rejoice in the Lord always, 18-19: 7.  Commit vs, 4-0. Goupgx

then, being evil, know how to

) shildren, how much more shall

k venly father give the Holy Spirit to them that
ask him ?

14-28. Btudy vs, 1.28, Commit vs, 16-18, 10. March 8. —Paur, ar Erirsus, Acts19: 13-20, Study

istle.) Goupery TEXT: 1 Thess, 5 : 21, Hold V8, 8-20, Commit vy, 18-20, GoLbEN Texr: Acts 10 17, ¥

o g is ;mod.A Abke A7 B0sh B The name of the Lord Jesus was magnified, :;”lllﬁ(’"- ‘
‘18 ar o PAUL AT ATHENS, Acts 17: 22.34, udy B " v s ed,

V8. 1884, Comumit vs, 28, 29, GoLpeN Text: Acts 17): Sk M.mh_m Sun Rior av l:.mrm 5o 10: 8900, 28 Buf

? Study vs. 21-41, GoLpry Texr: Psa. 81: 23, The Lord -

18. He preached unto them Jesus and the resurrection, preserveth the faithful d Jo thysel
6. Feb, 8, —Tug Cnuron AT CoRINTH FOUNDED, Acts 18: niy " n

L1 Study vs, 1-17. Commit v8. 9-11. GOLDEN Tgxy : 12. March 22 —Pavw's Messaor 10 THE ErEsians, 29 The

1Cor. 3: 11, Otherfoundation can no man lay than that  Eph. 2: 1:10. 'Study the Whole chapter. Commit ve,

is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 47, GOLDEN Trxr; Eph, 2: 8. By grace are ye saved
7. Feb, 15.—Curisrian SeLr-CoxtroL, (A Temperance  through faith,

Lesson.) 1 Cor. §: 4.13, Stun}{ the whole chapter, Com- 13. March 20.—Review. Goupgy TexT : Matt, 28 : 20,

mit vs, 8, 9. GoLDEN Taxr: om, 14: 19. Let us there. Lo, I am with You alway, even unto the end of the

fore follow after the things which make for peace, world, 31 And

hrist, ar
D R Sl 5 ;
ORDER OF SERVICES-FIRST QUARTER, o

OPENING SERVICE, | Scuoow. - And God, even our own God, shall bless us, .33 And
ALL. God shall bless us ; and all the ends of the it, and

1. Sirxce. )
. ResroNsive SeNtexces, (Pea, 67.) “ 1, S earth shall fear him,

Surr.  God be merciful unto us, and bless us ;

SCHOOL.  And cause his face to shine upon us, "Y' :". bind C(:“““v":"' e ﬂ,"‘ ,Am,'n"’ Rk, [l::"lli,::'[nhe]

SUPL.  That thy way may be known upon earth, ¥+ PRAYER, followed by the Lord's ¥ rayer in concert, g
thy saving health among all nations, VL Sixaine.

8cuoon. Let the people praise thee, 0God ; let all ) T8
the people praise thea "’ R CLOMING SERVICE,

Surr, O let the nations be glad and sing for joy : 4 :

ScnooL.  For thou shalt udge the people righteously, S ;‘.l:,m"“;lm.:fm, [g‘::'(;:d “:i,:oi))w of Israel
and govern the nations upon ear(h, So Who only doeth wondrous things,

SuPr.  Let the veople praise thee, O God H Suer, And blessed be hix glorious name for ever :

Scnoon,  Let all the people praise thee, Scuoow. And let the whole earth be filled with his

Suver, Then shall the earth Yield her increase ; glory ; Amen, and Amen,

8. Jan, 18,—Pau
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GOLDEN TEXT.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
Study also verses 16-21, Read Acts 15, 36 to
16. 40.]

cts 16, 22-34,

22 And the multitude rose up together
gainst them : and the magistrates rent off their
slothes, and commanded to beat them,

23 And when they had laid many stripes
pon them, they cast them into prison, charging
be jailer to keep them safely :

24 Who, having received such a
thrust them into the inner

their feet fast in the stocks,

& 25 And at midnight Paul and Si'las prayed,
nd sang praises unto God : and the prisoners
heard them,
26 And suddenly there was a great earth-
quake, so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken: and immediately all the doors
were opened, and everyone’s bands were loosed,
27 And the keeper of the prison awaking out
f his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open,
he drew out his sword, and would have killed
himself, supposing that the prisoners had been
ed,

[ Commit to memory verses 20-32, )

1 charge,
prison, and made

28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying,
Yo thyself no harm: for we are all here,

29 Then he called for a light, and nprnnf in,
nd came trembling, and fell down before Paul
nd Si'las,

30 And brought them out,
what must I do to be saved?
31 And they said, Believe
“hrist, and thou shalt be
32 And they spake unto him the word of the
Lord, and to ‘all that were in his house,

33 And he took them the same hour of the
might, and washed their stripes; and was bap-
ized, he and all his, straightway.

34 And when he had brought them into. his
honse, he set meat before them, and rejoiced,
believing in God with all his house,

and said, Sirs,

on the Lord Je'sus
saved, and thy house,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

20
Tnternational WBible Lessons.
FIRST QUARTER; STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF ACTS.
LESSON 1. Paul and Silas at Philippi. [Jan. 4,

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, Acts 16. 31,

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION,*
22 And the multitude rose up together against
them: and the magistrates rent their garments
off them, and commanded to beat them with
rods, 23 And when they had laid many stripes
tipon them, they cast them into prison, charging
the jailer to keep them safely : 24 who, having
received such a charge, cast them into the inner
prison and made their feet fast in the stocks.
25 But ahout midnight Paul and Silasg were
praying and singing hymns unto God, and the
prisoners were listening to them; 26 and sud-
denly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison-house were shaken :
and immediately all the doors were opened ;
and everyone's bands were loosed. 27 And
the jailer, being roused out of sleep and seeing
the prison doors opened, drew his sword and
was about to kill himself, supposing that the
prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with
a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for
we are all here. 20 And he called for lights and
rprang in, and, trembling for fear, fell down
before Paul and Silas, 30 and brought them out
und said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?
31 And they said, Relieve on the Lord Jesus,
and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house,
32 And they spake the word of the Lord unto
him, with all that were in his house, 33 And
he took them the same hour of the night, and
washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and
all his immediately. 34 And he brought them
up into his house, and set food before them,
and rejoiced greatly, with all his house, having
believed in God.

Time.—A. D,
ustice and the “pr

52,  Place.—The court of

ison house” of Philippi.

Home Readings,
M. Paul and Silas at Philippi.
Tw. Paul and Silas at Philippi.
W. The prison opened, Acts

Acts 16, 16-24,
Acts 16, 25-40,
5. 17-32.

Th. Peter delivered. Acts 12, 1-12,

F. The persecution remembered. 1 Thess, 2.
112,
S. Life by faith. John 8, 9-17.

8. Way of salvation. 1 Pet. 1. 1-11,

* The American Revision, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson &
Sons.




30 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Lesson Hymns.,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 136.
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea-billows roll.
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 112,
Jesus, my Lord, to thee I cry,
Unlees thou help me I must die.
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 128,

Baved to the uttermost: I am the Lord’s;
Jesus, my Saviour, salvation affords,

4 Questions for Senior Schol
4 What motives led the magistrates to their
course in this case?
Describe scourging.
Describe the oriental prison.
What was the bearing of the Jailer at first
toward Paul?
What led him to meditate suicide?
What caused him to change his bearing to-
ward the apostles?
What brought conviction to him?
How did he show the genuineness of his con-

i “ version?

| What effect did his conversion have upon his
i household ?

i What must we do to be saved?

What is saving faith?

‘? Qn for Int diate Sehol

| 1. Cruclty and Injustice from Men (verses
| 22-24).
‘ | B What was the cause of the arrest of Paul and

i Silas?

What was the charge made against them?
Did they have a real trial?

What suffering was inflicted upon them?
Where were they placed for the night ?
What was done to increase their sufferings?

¢ Who had charge of them?
49 2. Help from God (verses 23, 26).
How did the apostles spend their time in
! prison?

What gave them comfort in their sufferings ?
| How were they set free?
g 3. A Great Question

Answered  (verses

27-34).
) Why did the jailer try to kill himself?
o Who kept him from it?
How did he come to the apostles?

[Jan. 4. RJan, -

What question did he ask?

What answer was given? 9

Would they give the same answer to every-
one?

1. AFF
What was done when the jailer believed? 1, L
Who besides the jailer joined the church that 1
night?
What shows that there was a real change in
the jailer. W
Questions for Younger Scholars, o 2.7
What came upon I'aul and Silas? Ot
Why did the masters of the fortune teller
hate them? ‘ 1
How were they treated in prison? |
Were Paul and Silas troubled? p 3. M
What did they do at midnight? i
Who heard them? ‘
How could they be happy. They trusted in Be
God, .
What happened them? 11. EN
Why was the jailer so terrified? 1. P
Why did he try to kill himself? He knew O
that he would be killed for letting his prison- ]
ers go. Is
Who called to him? -
What question did the jailer ask of Paul and 2. Se
Silas? Si
What did they tell him to do?
How did he show that he truly believed? 0
What good came from putting the apostles l
in jail? A whole family was converted.
The Lesson Catechism., Wit
(For the entire school.) arrival ¢
1. What did the magistrates do to Paul? § Paul re
* Beat them and cast them into prison. prayer |
follower
2. What happened while Paul and Silas B Acts 16.
were singing in the prison? There came a possesse
great carthquake. In this g
3. What was the effect? All the doors were Delphic
opened, cended,
Apollo,
4. What did the keeper of the prison ask seems to
Paul? “What must I do to be saved?" ance whi
5. What did Paul reply? Gorpex Texr: § er in th
“Believe,” ete, English
- surrount
. brought
The Church Catechism. Philippi.
. At ) &L . 8 orsaLy,
7. What is God? God is a Spirit, infinite, and espe
eternal, and unchangeable in his being and gave bi
attributes, to almo




Jai, 4,

Jan. 4.]
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THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Light Out of Darkness.

0 every-
I. AFFLICTION, 3. We are all here, v, 28,
ved? 1. Laid many stripes upon them. v, 23. Having done all, to stand. Stand there-
rch that Had trial of mockings and scourgings: fore. Eph. 6. 13.
! destitute, afilicted, tormented ; of whom the Endured, as seeing Him who is invisible.
\ange in world was not worthy. Heb, 11, 3G-38. Heb, 11, 27,
Were shamefully entreated, as ye know. Joy,
1 Thess. 2, 2, 1. Foundations shaken; doors opened ; bands
2. Thrust them into the inner prison. v. 24. loosed. v, 26,
Others had trial of bonds and imprison- He hath broken the gates of brass, and
e teller ment. Heb, 11. 36. cut the bars of iron asunder. Psa.
I was sick, and in prison, and ye visited 107, 16.
me not. Matt. 25. 43, The opening of the prison to them that are
i 3. Made their feet fast in the stocks. v, 24. bound. Isa. 61, 1,
He putteth my feet in the stocks. Job 2. Belicve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
33. 11 thou shalt be saved. v. 31.
isted in Being bound in affliction and iron. Psa. That- whosoever' believeth in him should
107, 10. not perish, but have everlasting life.
11. ENDURANCE. John 3. 16,
1. Prayed. v. 25, Seek ye the Lord while he may be found.
¢ knew Out of the depths have 1 cried unto thee. Isa. 55, 6.
prison- Psa. 130, 1. 3. He rejoiced, believing in God, v, 34.
Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray. Believing, ve rejoice with joy unspeakable,
James b, 13, 1 Pet. 1. 8.
aul and 2. Sang praises. v, 25. All those that put their trust in thee re-
Singing with grace in your hearts to the joice. Psa. 5. 11,
Lord. Col. 3. 16. He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth
red? O that men would praise the Lord for his the hungry soul with goodness. Psa.
\postles goodness!  Psa. 107, 15, 107, 9.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

With the beginning of the new year we resume our studies in the Acts of the Apostles. Last June the

arrival of Paul and 8ilas in Philippi and the conversion of Lydia were brought to our notice. How long

Paul? Paul remained as Lydia’s guest we do not know. Each morning he seems to have gone to the place of

prayer by the riverside ; he proclaimed the Gor .1 at every opportunity, and so taught and organized his

followers that after his departare the work of spreading the Gospel might be continued with success, In

Silas Acts 16. 16-21 (suggested for study as an introduction to this lesson) our attention is called to *“a damsel

ame a possessed with a spirit of divination,” or, in the words of the Revision, “a maid having a spirit, a Python.”

(@ In this girl there seemed to reside a spirit similar to that which controlled the prophetic priestess at the

8 twere Delphic cave—who, seated upon a tripod, held her nostrils over a crevice in the rock from which gases as-

cended, and ber prophetic words, spoken under the infl of this vapor, were believed to be inspired by

Apollo, Nothing could exceed the general reverence for this oracle at Delphos. This ““damsel ” in Philippi

seems to have been a sort of strolling Delphos, who brought to people’s doors at cheap rates the oracular guid-

ance which otherwise they would have had to travel far to receive, She must have been a conspicuous sojourn-

TEXT : er in the little Roman town. But she was a slave, and the “gain ' (profit) of her “‘soothsaying ” (an old

English word for wisdom, and especially for supernatural wisdom) went to her * masters.” She, doubtless

surrounded by admirers, hung on the skirts of Paul's audiences, and the two companies, thus strangely

. brought into contact, interfered with each other, and doubtless agitated greatly the thoroughfares of

Philippl. “THESE MEN ARE THE BONDSERVANTS OF THE Most Hian Gon, WHO PROCLAIM UNTO YOU THE WAY

: OF SALVATION ! "—thus the girl ** eried out” for many days. The use of the phrase *“ salvation * in those days,

finite, and especially by pagans, presents a problem of deep interest. The phiase was vague, but the terror that

g and gave birth to it was definite; and the pagan world, shrinking from its future, was ready to listen !
to almost any teacher concerning *the way of salvation.”” Paul became “sore troubled” by this

m  ask
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screaming Pythoness, and, turning, said to the spirit, “I charge thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her.” Immediately the spirit left. Buch an act in public could not but thrill the city to its heart,
The owners of the girl, indignant that * the hope of their gains was gone,” dragged Paul and Silas to the
“‘ market place,” or court, or forum, The accusation against them (verses 20 and 21) was curiously framed.

They had drawn out of the slave the source of her master’s revenue 3 but there was no law prohibiting ex- s

orcism. If Panl had stolen the slave’s cheap jewelry he might have been prosecuted for it, but he had only

taken away her demon ; 80 nothing could be done,

would hold—that Paul and Silas * set forth customs *

The complainants, however, formulated a charge that
(that is, religious customs) that are unlawful, And the

arrow of this charge was winged by racial prejudice, for they began with the statement that the apostles are

‘“Jews ™ (who were odious to the Romans), and ““ do exceedingly trouble our city,”

lesson proper,

Verses 22, 23, 7The multitude rose up to-
gether against them, A fow days before this the
apostles were in unanimous favor, now they are
unanimously attacked., The cause of the change
was the suddenly formed conviction that they
were .proclaiming novel religious opinions and
rites, The Roman government had decided to
abide by hereditary worship of every sort, and
to enforce this policy throughout the empire.
Religious novelties were prohibited as tending
to insubordination and confusion, “It was this
worldly policy rather than definite bigoted hos-
tility,” says Dr, Alexander, “with which Chris-
tianity at first had to struggle in the Roman
empire.” The usual title of the magistrates was
“duumviri,” but they are here called “pretors,”
a title they took pride in as being more honor-
able. Reat off their clothes [“rent their gar-
ments off them”). Tore down the apostles’
clothing as far as their waists, so that their
backs might be naked for the scourging. They
commanded to beat them. “To beat them with
rods.,” Laid many stripes upon them. Three
times Paul suffered “stripes above measure”
(or moderation), as he tells us in 2 Cor. 11, 23;
this is the only recorded instance of the three.
The Jewish punishment of whipping was hu-
manely limited to thirty-nine stripes; the
Romans had no limit, and the “lictors” were by
training rough and brutal, The magistrates
ordered imprisonment as a further punishment,
possibly with the intention of liberating the
apostles in the morning, but meanwhile they
charged the jailer to keep them safely, and, as
we shall see, he was as brutal as his superiors,
All this harshness was contrary to the Roman
law, which declared that “The case unheard,
none can be condemned.”

24. The inner prison. The darkest dungeon,
possibly underground. 7'he stocks., Two great
timbers, with semicircular holes at each edge,
and so fixed together as to permit a man's legs
to be inserted between them, with no possibility
of release except by unscrewing the timbers,
The torture of the constrained position caused

K. by-the stocks was very great.

This brings us to our

25. At [“about™] midnight Paul and Silas
prayed, and sang [“were praying and singing”]
praises [“hymns"], Physical discomfort kept
them awake ; spiritual comfort made their wake-
fulness joyful. “The abundant consolations of
God,” says Dr. Clarke, “render any circum-
stances not only tolerable, but delightful.” The
prisoncrs heard them [“were listening to them"].
So loud and heartily did they sing. “No higher
attainment can humanity gain than the power
to suffer for righteousness.”

26. Suddenly there was a great ecarthquake,
Frequency of earthquakes rather adds to than
diminishes their terribleness. 7The foundations
of the prison [“prison-house”] 1were shaken:
and immediately all the doors were opened, and
ceery onc's bands were loosed. Time would be
worse than wasted in discussing whether or not
this earthquake and its effects were miraculous.
They were PROVIDENTIAL, and that means much
more. The most ordinary circumstances of our
lives are providential (though constantly we
forget this); and “the trembling foundations
and the loosed manacles were God's symbolical
fashion of showing the nature and the effect of
the religion these apostles preached.”

27. The keeper of the prison [“the jailer"]
awaking out of his sleep [“being roused out
of sleep”] and secing the prison doors open,
supposed that of course the prisoners  had
escaped ; in which case the penalty to which the
prisoners had been exposed would be visited on
his head. Tt is natural to suppose that some of
Paul's fellow-prisoncrs were already, or were
soon to be, condemned to death. He drew out
his sword, and would have killed himself [“was
about to kill himself”], “Ile chose rather to die
by his own hand than by that of others.,” Sui-
cide was approved of Ly many of the most
thoughtful men of pagan antiquity. The religion
of Christ is opposed to suicide and says: “Do
thyself no harm.”

28. “Paul, by some means, natural or super-
natural, knew that the keeper, who was in
another part of the prison, was preparing to kill
himself, and therefore called out with a loud
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roice to desist, because all of the prisoners were
bere, none had fled, and therefore there was no
langer incurred by the keeper."—Curry.

29, 30. He called for a light [“lights”]. To
gsearch in every direction for the prisoners, as it

vas his duty to do. Came trembling. *“Trem-
ling for fear.” Fell down before Paul and
Nilas, and brought them out and said, Sirs, what
nust I do to be saved? The terror of immanent
leath, of official disgrace, and of conscience,
combined with a tardy recognition of the truth
old by the slave girl—“These men are the sery-
ints of the Most Iligh God, who proclaim the way
of salvation"—led him to ask this question, Be-
liind it was no such theological information as
'ven our primary scholars possess; but it was
the cry of a soul fleeing from “the wrath to
rome,” and ready to accept the truth.

31. Belicve on the Lord Jesus Christ [omit
“Christ”), and thou shalt be saved, [*“thou”]
and thy house, This must mean, Receive the
religion of the Lord Jesus, with all it includes
land implies. For proclaiming this religion and
expelling a demon he knew these men had been
delivered into his custody, They had one pana-
cea for all the ills of the world—acceptance of
Christ,

32. They spake unto him the word of the

HOMILETICAL AND

Verses 16-21. Three or four points in
these introductory verses should claim our at-
tention :

1. The spirit (of divination) in the maid
recognized the genuineness of the spiritual work
oing on. When Jesus entered upon his mis-
sion in the world the demons in men recognized
iis true character and the beneficence of his
abors. Spiritual truth is spiritually discerned,
jand, however worldly-wise one may be, unless
he is spiritually awake he cannot understand
sod and spiritual life,

2. Her testimony was rejected—on the prin-
riple that there can be no fellowship between
“hrist and the powers of darkness. Jesus for-
bade the demons to speak his praises. What
he maid said was true, These men were
‘servants of the Most High God,” and they
vere then engaged in showing the people “the

ay of salvation.” But Paul and Silas could
pot permit her to proclaim this truth. They
vere planting the kingdom of Christ, and they
ould not afford to receive aid irom the king-
dom of Satan. Some in these days have
departed very far from the standard set by
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Lord. Expounded the simple doctrines of Chris-
tianity. Unintelligent belief is not the way to
saving faith. All that were in his house. This.
phrase in verses 81, 32, and 34 demands careful
consideration. 'Taken together, the verses show
that the conditions on which the hovschold
could be saved were precisely those given to the
Jjailer himself—personal acceptance and personal
instruction.

33. He took them. Literally, “He took them
along with him.” Washed  their  stripes.
“Washed them from their stripes ;" bathed them,
and tenderly cared for the flesh wounds which
had been made by the scourging. Was baptized.
And so formally inducted into the Christian
Church, From the phrases all his and straight-
way we learn that at least one Christian house-
hold was promptly begun in Philippi.

34. When he had brought them [*up”] into
his house. His rooms were probably in the
upper part of the huilding. Set meat [“food"]
before them. Literally, “set a table before:
them.” (See Psa. 23.) Rejoiced, belicving in
God with all his house [“rejoiced greatly, with
all his house, having believed in God"]. As-
signing as the reason for their joy that they had'
believed God (see Revised Margin). Genuine
belief in God always brings joy.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

Jesus and the apostles. Some not only receive
aid from the emissaries of Satan, but seek it.
Some people care little or nothing as to how
money is obtained, and are concerned only that
it get into “the Lord's treasury.” Men are
taken into the church, or into intimate rela-
tions with the flock, for their influence or their
money, or some other temporal advantage
expected to be reaped from the association,
while we utterly disregard their spiritual state
and its deleterious effect on others,

3. When her masters saw that the hope of
their gains was gone they were furious Whon
you touch a man’s purse you touch a tender
spot. Preachers are permitted to denounce sin
in general without being subject to criticism,
especially if they draw their illustrations from
occurrences distant in time or place, Tiu( when
they attack concrete sins of the 1«

vho are
listening to them they ave “ovt of h ret
To urge the people to abstain fror I'ness
is entirely within the limits of (he 1 ncher's

prerogative, but to denownce partiovlap forms
of worldliness nrevalert in the community in
which he is preaching, or in which members of

1
J
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his own congregation indulge, subjects him to

severe criticisim,

4. See how false was the pretext of their
attack upon the missionaries. *“These men, be-
ing Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city.”
O yes, “we are the guardians of the peace of
our city! We come to warn you against these
seditious invaders!" There is not a word about
the real cause of their attack, namely, the cut-
ting off of their gains, This, too, is the way
of the world, and it has crept into the Church,
We live too much by pretense, We wish to do
an evil thing and we search heaven and earth
for an excuse or reason, other than the real
one. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is true, and
it demands of all who come under its sway
that they be true and put away all dissembling.

22-24. The abuse of the prisoners. 1, How
easily the rabble is stirred up! In a time of
great political excitement some one boldly takes
a stand against the popular view; often he is
set upon and roughly treated because of his
opinion. A crime has been committed; the
criminal is in the hands of the officers of the
law or securely locked within prison walls,
awaiting trial and punishment ; but how often
under such circumstances has he been the vie-
tim of lynch law, and how often have the inno-
cent thus been foully murdered! Let every
Sunday school scholar and every student of
God’s word be superior to this rising up with
the multitude.

2. Consider the sufferings of St. Paul. Dean
Farrar says: “Such horrors occurred eight
times at least in the story of one whose frame
was more frail with years of suffering than
that of our English missionaries, and in whose
life these pangs were but such a drop in the
ocean of his endurance that, if the eight occa-
sions on which he underwent these horrible
scourgings, this alone has been deemed worthy
of even passing commemoration.” (See 2 Cor.
11, 23-28.)

3. The severity of this particular penalty.
Their garments were pent off of them; many
stripes were laid on them with rods in the
hands of the brutal Roman lictors; they were
cast into the “inner prison” (probably an un-
derground cell located for greater security),
and their feet made fast in the stocks.
We must think of these men with lacerated
and bleeding backs, lying upon the cold, damp
ground, stretched in a frame that almost tears
their limbs from their bodies, and thus left for
the night. And yet they counted it a high
honor thus to be permitted to suffer for the
kingdom of Jesus Christ. Heroism for the
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Gospel's sake has not yet died out in the worl
Missionaries and native Christians in the relj will fi
cent “Boxer” troubles in China suffered . a4 loosen
heroically as any servant of Christ that evedd that li
lived. dared
25-28. The midnight song. 1, Rejoicing i 4.1
tribulation. The prisoners were physically s posed
uncomfortable that they could not sleep, How officer
could they better employ the midnight hou. by the
than in “praying and singing hymns”? Mos@ll is on
people complain bitterly if called on to endurdd He cal
trial.  One is overtaken by a circumstancdl tones
which brings with it unusuoal hardship. Infand sa
stead of converting his place or surroundingsl§ is som
into a house of worship he makes it a place offfand to
moaning and complaint, The servants of Godf persecu
should rejoice in tribulation. Madame Guyon,§ already
in prison in the Castle of Vincennes, sang thef§§ not met
praises of God, and even composed hymns offf is the
praise, and those rough old granite walls be-§ daughte
came to her as walls of polished jasper studdedfall our
with the most precious gems, spirit,
2. “And the prisoners were listening f(off arm t
them.” Paul and Silas were probably unaware]1ong w
of the presence of these listeners; they weref® PoOr
not singing for the ears of others, they wereome we
but giving voice to the praise that was in their vlates s
hearts and could not be held back. And whatfit for h
A concert was that to those prisoners who hadfthe wor
been accustomed to hear only curses and coarse§#ncient
and brutal jests! It was a new revelation to 293

them, and the prisoners who could thus sing
must belong to a new order of beings. Are we
aware that others are listening to us, whethe
we sing praises or mutter complaints? In th
home, on the street, in the market place, about
our work or business or recreation, our words}
are taken up by eager ears, and the hearers are
influenced for good or evil according as we
praise God for his goodness or complain of hisf’
providence when it causes us inconvenience,
3. The earthquake was the answer to the
prayer inherent in this song of praise.
were not asking for an earthquake to break off
their chains; indeed, they were not asking for
anything. Their bodies were racked with pain,
but their hearts were overflowing with joy in
God. It was the spirit of prayer in them that
was answered, and what was best for them
then was given, Whether this earthquake was!
general in that region and affected a large

trials patiently and always keeps his heart
open toward heaven and spiritual impressions
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will find his burdens falling off and his bands
loosening and himself ready to step forth into
that liberty for which ie has longed but has not
dared to ask,

4. The jailer assured. Suicide was sup-
posed to be the “proper” thing for a Roman
officer under such circumstances. Paul sees
by the frantic manner of the jailer that he
is on the point of performing the fatal deed.
He calls out, “Do thyself no harm,” in such
tones of assurance as to arrest his attention
and save him from the rash act. Here again
is something new—these prisoners, scourged
and tortured, turning to save the life of their
persecutor and refusing deliverance when it is
already within their grasp! Surely he has
“Do thyself no harm,”
is the voice of Christianity to every son and
daughter of Adam. It demands such care of
powers, whether of body, mind, or
spirit, as will avoid everything that would
harm  them. Christianity condemns suicide
along with every other form of murder, When
A poor distressed and careworn soul has be-
come weary of the burdens of life, and contem-
plates suicide as the measure of relief, well is
it for him if he can hear the voice of God in
the words of his servant Paul in that far-off
ancient prison cell, “Do thyself no harm!”

29-34. The conversion of the jailer. 1.
“What must I do to be saved?” Doubtless the
jniler was inquiring about salvation from sin.
There was no longer any reason to fear for the
safety of his prisoners or as to his official rela-
tion. The prisoners were safe, and he would
not be disturbed. He had probably become

familiar with the word “salvation” by hearing
arers are, )

g as wefjthe oft-repeated cries of the
in of hisfgstreets, “These men . . . proclaim

nience,

* to thefjhis life.

damsel in the
unto you
A crisis had come in
A few moments since he had stood
face to face with death—death in disgrace. He

the way of salvation.”

preak offffis saved from it by the assuring word of the

king forf§'*ry man whom he had

persecuted and shame-
fully mistreated. This man has something
vhich he needs, not only at such a time, but
always. And this brings him to the great ques-
ion. Often and often have men been prompted
o seek Christ by crises in their lives, and many
ave dated their conversion from the day
hat a calamity fell suddenly upon them or

s stampf@hat they were confronted by some unexpected

It is well for them if they only seek
‘hrist when such a crisis comes.

2. “Believe on the Lord Jesus.” How im-
rtant was this answer, and how much was
nvolved in it! Mere was a poor heathen, prob-
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ably a veteran Roman soldier, accustomed to
the brutal and brutalizing warfare of that
period, who had known nothing of Jesus hith-
erto. Salvation is to come to him and to his
house by believing on the Lord Jesus. The
very terms of this offer make it plain that all
who will comply with them may obtain salva-
tion. But in connection with this exercise of
faith a few points: (@) He must have knowl-
edge of the way. “How can they believe on
him whom they have not heard?’ But he is
not permitted to go without instruction. “They
spake the word of the Lord unto him.” How
many souls perish for the lack of this knowl-
edge! How important it is when a sinner is
under conviction that he be instructed by some
godly person who knows the Scriptures! (b)
No devout seeker after truth can fail in the
end to believe on Jesus. As surely as he is
actuated by a high and holy purpose, and
learns the way of salvation as it is in Jesus,
will he be assured of its truth. (e) All who
believe on him are transformed into new crea-
tures.

e

3. “All that were in his house.” This ex-
pression and its equivalents, thrice repeated in
this connection, make a strong argument for
family religion. That “he and all his” should
be baptized and enter the kingdom of Christ on
earth is a fact worth vastly more for its bear-
ing on the importance of religion in the family
than for any support it may give to the doc-
trine of infant baptism. ILet all the members
of the family be enrolled as members of the
church,

4. “Was baptized.” However important, or
otherwise, we may consider the mode of bap-
tism, the fact that this man vielded obedience
in accepting the Christian ordinance is of much
greater value as a lesson to every convert,

5. “Washed their stripes . . . set meat be-
fore them.” Here is proof of the genuineness
of his conversion. The prisoners had been
cruelly beaten, without trial and to satisfy a
howling mob. They are thrust into prison to
bleed and suffer. But now the jailer has come
to himself. His whole nature is transformed.
For harshness and cruelty comes kindness and
helpful ministrations; for cold indifference,
Christian hospitality. Unless the new convert
begins to live a better life than has character-
ized him hitherto we may look upon his pro-
fession with suspicion: there is something
wrong with his “conversion.” Our Lord’s rule,
“By their fruits ye shall know them,” is in-
fallible. Sinners are known by their sins;

Christians by their Christliness,
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Thoughts for Young People.

THE MANIFOLD WISDOM OF GOD,

1. A Contrast in Conversion. How infinite-
ly various are God's ways in the work of the
conversion of souls and the bringing of sinners
to himself! One is never more struck with
this than in comparing the two records of con-
version which this chapter contains and which
befell in the same city—the conversion of Lydia
and the conversion of the IPhilippian jailer,
The first, what a quiet work!—the evening
dews do not light more gently, more imper-
ceptibly, on the earth than did the doctrine of
the Lord light and distill upon her heart. He
that hath the key of David with a touch of
the key caused the chambers of her heart to fly
open, so that she attended unto the things
spoken of by Paul, and almost without an
effort, for so it would appear, was born into
the kingdom of God. Contrast this with the
mighty though brief birth-pang with which the
jailer was born into the same kingdom, the
earthquake of fear which shook his soul, the
agony of terror out of which he cried, *What
must I do to be saved?”

2. The Philosophy of This Contrast, What
is the lesson which we may draw from this
comparison and contrast? It is this: Let none
of us make rules for conversion, either in our
own case or in that of others—how it should
come about, and what exactly are the succes-
sive stages of the process through which one
who is brought to God must pass, so that if
any has not passed exactly through these we
will not believe that the work has been wrought
in him at all. No man is in this matter in all
things a pattern to others, God is greater
than our rules; he refuses to be shut in by
their littleness. There is a boundless, inex-
haustible originality in his methods of dealing
with souls.

3. The Practical Teaching of This Contrast.
All which concerns thee—and this does con-
cern thee more than everything besides—is this,
namely, that the thing itself shall have been
done, and that thou shalt have indeed asked
the great question, “What shall I do to be
saved?” and that thou shalt have received into
thine heart of hearts the all-including answer,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved,” and shalt have so received it
that out of this there shall be now unfolding
itself in thee a life of conformity to the will
of God, thou walking in all those good works
which he had prepared for thee to walk in
(R. O. Trench).
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Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
PRELIMINARY NOTES.

For six months we are to study the Acts of

the Apostles and some of the related epistles,
The title of the book should give us the key

In it we have
Hence, our

words for study and teaching.
to do with actions and with men.

work with the young people should not be §

difficult, because they love to hear about both
of these.
interested in MEN IN ACTION as they pass be
fore us in our lesson texfs,

That we may crystallize our study so that it |

may be available in the class, and that we may
know just about what we are to teach and

how we are to teach it, we shall follow during |

this quarter a plan the memory word of which
will be *“Silas,” the name of that
brother” who was associated with Paul in sev-
eral of his missionary tours,

SURROUNDINGS.
INTRODUCTION,
LESSON TEXT.
APPLICATION.
STUDY IN ADVANCE.

See note at the beginning of HiNTs for Les- "

son 1V,
SURROUNDINGS,

Time, 52 A. D.

Place, Philippi, a city “which had long been
famous by reason of the neighboring gold
mines,” Explain the meaning of the name.

Persons.  Paul, Silas,

INTRODUCTION,

Recall to the pupils the fact that on June
15, 1902, we studied about Paul's call to Mace-
donia. Conuect this lesson with the one for!
that date, and tell the class that we are for
some months to study about the result of Paul's
obeying that call.

Ask : How many of you ever visited a prison?

Why did you go there? When the pupils aref

interested in prisons and prisoners ask: Did
you ever know of a person being put into
prison for doing good? Did any of the pris-
oners whom you visited praise God while they
were in prison? Would you not like to study
about men who were put into prison for doing
good and who praised God there? Then ope:
your Bible to the
LESSON TEXT,

and we will look at some pictures painte

Let us study them to get our pupils

“faithful §

Our outline will be |

Luke, and Timothy?®
are the missionaries referred to in Acts 16, 10.5
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A Demon-possessed Girl (verses 16-18),
Briefly but vividly picture her bringing in gains
to her masters because of her supposed power
to foretell events, Then ask: How did she get
this power? Whom did she follow? What did
she cry out? How long did she continue this?
How did Paul-feel? What did he do? What
did he say? What resulted?

Selfish Masters (verses 19-24). Picture their
rage and the reason therefor,' then ask: What
did these men do to Paul and Silas? What
did they say about the missionaries? Who as-
sisted these men? What did the magistrate
have done? What charge was given to the
Jjailer? 'What did the latter do with the pris-
oners?

Ninging Prisoners (verses 25, 26). If pos-
sible, become familiar with a Roman prison in
the olden time and picture Paul and Silas con-
fined in the dark, foul, and loathsome inner
prison. Then ask: What did the prisoners do?
Why? Who were listening? What took place?

A Frightened Jailer (verses 27-32). What
was the jailer doing while his prisoners were
singing? What did he see when he awoke?
What did he suppose had taken place? What
did he attempt to do? Who prevented this?
How? When the jailer realized that his pris-
oners were safe what did he do? What did he
ask? What did the missionaries answer?

A Rejoicing Jailer (verses 33, 34).  What
made the jailer rejoice? How did he show that
he really believed?

APPLICATION,

Ask: What is it to believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ? By much prayer and careful
thought the teacher should be prepared to ex-
plain in simple language what it is to believe
in Christ. Encourage the pupils to ask ques-
tions, and when this important truth is under-
stood ask those who really believe to print:

I AM SAVED BECAUSE

I BELIEVE

IN JESUS CHRIST.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Urge everyone in the class to read the entire
Ipistle to the Philippians at least once during
he week,

Review words, “Philippi” and “Jailer.”

For HiNTs on review see note at the begin-

ning of Lesson III,
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By Way of Illustration,
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Verses 22-24. And this was the place to
which they had been called by a vision! Dr,
George Matheson, in commenting on the words,
“Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a
ship,” says: “Jesus constrained them to go!
One would think that if ever there was th,
certain promise of success in a mission it was
here. He sent them out on a voyage, and they
met such a storm as they had never yet ex-
perienced. This has been the way with me, I
bave sometimes felt myself compelled to act by
an influence which seemed above me—con-
strained to put to sea. The belief that I was
constrained gave me confidence, and I was sure
of a calm voyage. But the result was outward
failure, The calm became a storm, the sea
raged, the winds roared, the ships tossed in
the midst of the waves, and my enterprise was
wrecked.  Was, then, my divine command a
delusion? Nay; nor yet was my mission a
failure. He did send me on that voyage, but
he did not send me for my purpose. He had one
end and I had another, My plan was for calm;
his plan was that I should meet the storm,
My plan was to gain the harbor of a material
rest; his was to teach me that he could over-

_rule the storm and work his purpose through

the storm.” f

“And when they had laid many stripes upon
them.” In Old Nuremberg is a famous collec-
tion of instruments of torture used during the
Inquisition, In looking at them one is amazed
at the awful revelation of ralignity and cruelty
which made men so in ious in inventing
racks and wheels and ir idens. And now
it is known that most ot @ nroduced such a
numbing effect that they der. 1 the very pur-
pose for which they were made,  d the Roman
scourging such as Paul endured ‘produced the
greatest physical suffering.

“And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed and
sang praises unto God.” An old Puritan said:
“God's people are like birds; they sing best ir
cages, they sing best when in the deepes
trouble. The deeper the flood was, the highe
the ark went up to heaven.” So it is with th
child of God: the deeper his troubles the neare
to heaven he goes. Troubles are called weights
and a weight generally clogs and keeps dowi,
to the earth; but there are ways, by the use of
the law of mechanics, by which you can make
a weight lift you; and so it is possible to make
your troubles lift you nearer heaven, instead of
making them sink Yyou.—Spurgeon,
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A Loud Amen, The earthquake was God's
answer to prayer, his “Amen” to their faith.
Let us accept it as natural or supernatural, or,
if we please, as both; for indeed there is little
or no difference, except in the regularity and
frequency of the one and the infrequency of
the other, God is as much present in the law
that brings about the daily natural events as

"he is in the law that brings about the oceca-
sional supernatural events. In this earthquake
and its results we have a prophecy of what
God's answer will be to all the devices of men
and devils arrayed against his Son. IHe will
open prison doors, free captives, and send his
Gospel forth with increased power from the
very place where men sought to imprison and
bury it—@. F. Pentecost,

“Belicve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved.” Not in Christianity, but on
Christ. Mark that word “on.” It is not enough
to believe in Jesus Christ. Millions of uncon-
verted people believe in Jesus, just as they be-
lieve in Wellington as a great soldier. But
they do not rest on him for salvation. They do
not build their hopes of heaven on him. When
a miner fooks at the rope that is to lower him
into the deep mine he may say, “I have faith in
that rope as well made and strong.” But when
he lays hold of it, and swings down by it into
the tremendous chasm, then he is believing on
the rope, Then he is trusting himself to the
rope. It is not a mere opinion—it is an act.
And when a human soul lets go every other re-
liance and hangs entirely \ipon the atoning
Jesus, that soul believes on Christ.—7', L.
Cuyler.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MES. J. H, KNOWLES,

Last June, you remember, we went with Paul
to Macedonia after his vision of the man pray-
ing him to come over there and help them, We
were with him in the riverside prayer meeting
where Lydia’s heart opened to the Lord. We
are again with him under very different cir-
cumstances, but with the same devoted purpose
to bring men and women to Jesus. To one
fully possessed with this desire passing events
make little difference. The prayer meeting and
the prison equally were Paul's opportunity.
God's love in the heart toward others is like the
san drawing the grass and flowers out of the
ground into life and bloom. It cannot help it;
it is its nature,

In the faithful doing of his work Paul had oc-
cagion to interfere with the unlawful business
of certain men, and consequently they perse-

cuted him. The love of money is the root of
evil because it is essentially selfish; it is now,
as ever, the greatest hindrance to the Gospel in
the world and in individual hearts. The liquor
business, gambling, and other dreadful traffics
would soon be given up if there were no money
in them. Men and women who do what they
can to hanish these evils must not expect to rest
on flowery beds of ease, for the same opinion
is held of thent as of Paul and Silas—“they
exceedingly trouble the city”—and there are
plenty who would be glad to shut them up with
feet and tongues held fast,

But what a delight it is to go with these men
into that inner prison! Stop a moment and
see this wonderful thing. Two men, unjustly
imprisoned, in pain and bleeding from cruef
beating, held fast in stocks that hurt the feet
and prevent any motion that might ease their
suffering, enduring all this because of their
faithful service for the Lord they loved and who
had promised to be with them all the days. Yet,
not a thought of murmuring or questioning of
God's way ; not even suffering in silence, but so
full of praises that all the prisoners heard their
songs of victory. Others have braved danger
and borne suffering with a courage we admire,
but T never heard of their breaking out in sing-
ing for very joy unless they had within them-
selves the same fountain of everlasting life that
these men had,

The victory of faith is greater than the vie-
tory of courage or of moral heroism, We are
“more than conquerors” through Christ. A few
weeks ago from a lonely place in Africa a mis-
sionary passed out from earth, Young, full of
love for her work, smitten with the fever, she
said, “I want to live and labor here a little
longer, but if my work is done I shall be with
Jesus ;" and the next day, it is said, she passed
¥y, “triumphant.” Men and women die pain-
and peacefully; but only the victors
through Jesus die triumphantly, as only they
live through all sorts of tribulation more than
conquerors.  “The joy of the Lord is your
strength ;" so strong, it broke the prison bolts
for all the prisoners, not alone for Paul and
Silas.

How shall we get this joy? A simple sentence
covers all.  “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.” Believe ; not weep,
nor pray, nor do something, Begin by believing ;
true repentance comes after believing ; believe
now, without waiting for anything you may
think necessary. Believe and thou shalt be
saved—saved from sin, saved not from tribula-
tion, but in the midst of it, gloriously, trium-
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phantly saved according to the measure in which |

you believe, not in Yyourself or your works, but
in the Almighty Saviour, This is the one gate-
way to that path which shineth more and more
unto the perfect day.

—
The Teachers’ Meeting,

Study Paul's career in Philippi with relation
to its historic connections—the events that
hinge upon his faithfulness there. .. .Study
Paul’s career geographically, its relations to
the rest of Europe, for which it became the
starting-point ‘of evangelistic activity. ... The
variations of the American Revision in the text
of our lesson and the connected passages. .. .
Study such phrases as: “a spirit of divinition”
[“Python”] ; “soothsaying;” “Most High God ;"
“way of salvation ;" “masters ;" “market place ;"
“rulers” and “magistrates ;" “customs, which
are not lawful for us to receive, neither to ob-
serve, being Romans ;” “inner prison ;" “stocks i
“praises unto God.”. .. .How God helps his peo-
ple in trial; how God's people act in trouble ;
how a sinner may be saved. , . .The spirit of the
world contrasted with the spirit of Christianity
«++.The conversion of Lydia contrasted with
the conversion of the jailer, (See Tuovents
FOoR YOoUNG PEOPLE.)

Library References.
BY REV. S. G. AYRES.

Lives oF PAUL—The literature on the life
of Paul is very large. It is second only in
volume to the lives of our Lord among all bibli-
cal biographies. The best are: Farrar, Life of
8t. Paul. (Popular,) Lewin, Life of 8t. Paul.
(Archwological.) Ramsay, 8t. Paul the Trav-
eler. ( Archeological, ) Conybeare and How-
son, Life and Epistles of St. Paul. (Exegetical
and introduction.) Stalker, Life of St. Paul.
(Best condensed life.) The latest Lives are
by Gilbert,. Cone, and Fouard,

Sias.—Taylor, Paul the Missionary, page
204. Howson, Paul and His Companions.

-
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Iverach, St. Paul, chaps, vi, ix. Other Lives
of Paul,

PuiLierr Anp ug l‘ulL"’PlANs.—Lighlfool.
Philippians, page 47. Smith, Dictionary of
Classical Geography. The Bible dictionaries
and Lives of St. Paul,

SAINTS IN PrisoN.—Bunyan: Life by J.
Brown. Read also the account of Christian in
Doubting Castle in his  Pilgrim’s Progress,
Huss: Gillette’s Life of John Huss. ox's
Book of Martyrs contains many accounts of

this kind, ——

Blackboard,
WHAT MUST I DO TO BE
SAVED [\ ow ER,
' e
PR lfﬁﬁjpéﬁcoﬁr*
] S SIMN
ELIEVE
E SAVED

There was in the question of the Philippian
jailer a confession of utter need and an appeal
for help. He knew himself to be the helpless
prisoner of sin, and unable by any human means
to escape its power, its presence, and its penalty,
Divine intervention had been displayed in the
liberation of his recent prisoners, and nothing
less could avail te save himself, bound. in man-
acles stronger than those of iron. The crisis
hour of his life drew from him a great question,
and for it there was a great and albsufficient
answer—*“Believe, be saved.”

Coloring.—Upper and lower lines,” white and
blue; P and “sin,” yellow filled in purple; other
words, yellow.
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GOLDEN TEXT, Rziobchtbcbaddway. Phil. 4. 4,

AUTHORIZED VERSION.
[Read the whole epistle.]
Phil. 4.1-13. [ Commit to memory verses 6-8.]

1 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and
longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in
the Lord, my dearly beloved,

AMERICAN REvisep VERs1ON.*

1 Wherefore, my bréthren beloved and longed
for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the
Lord. my beloved.

s‘; The Ameriean Revision, Copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson &
ns.

N ot e et it




2 1 heseech Bu-o'di-as, and beseech Syn'ty-
che, that they be of the same mind in the Lord.

3 And I entreat thee also, true yokefellow,
help those women which labored with me in the
gospel, with Clem’ent also, and with other my
lIlet_llow-lnboreru, whose names are in the book of

e.

4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again 1
say, Rejoice,

5 Let your moderation be known unto all
wen., The Lord is at hand.

6 Be careful for nothing; but in everything
. by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unio God.

7 And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Je'sus.

8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report ; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these things,

P Those things, which ye have both learned,
and received, and heard, and seen in me, do:
and the God of peace shall be with you.

10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that
now at the last your care of me hath flourished
again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye
lacked opportunity.

11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for
have learned, in whatsoever state I am,
therewith to be content,

12 I know both how to be abased, and I
know how to abound: everywhere and in all
things I am instructed both to be full and to he
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need,

13T can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.

Time and Place.—The Epistle to the
Philippians was written by Paul while impris-
oned at Rome, between the beginning of A. D
61 and the close of A. D. 63, ten or eleven years
after the founding of the church at Philippi.

Home

M. Christian Living. Phil, 4, 1-13,
; Tw. Without care. Luke 12, 22-31,

' W. A shining life. Phil, 2, 12-18.
Th. True walking. Phil. 3. 13-21,
F. Rules for life. Titus 2, 1-15,
8. The upright life. Psa. 37. 27-40.
8. Be ye holy! 1 Pet. 1, 13-25.

: Lesson Hymns,
: New Canadian Hymnal, No. 131,
Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
4 Is like to that above,
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. 21 exhort Euodia, and I exhort Syntyche,
to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yea, I
beseech thee also, true yokefellow, help these
women, for they labored with me in the gospel,
with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow-
workers, whose names are in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will
say, Rejoice. 5 Let your forbearance be known
unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 In
nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known uuto God. 7 And the
peace of God, which passeth all wnderstanding,
shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in
Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatso-
ever things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and
if there be any praise, think on these things.
9 The things which ye both learned and re-
ceived and heard and saw in me, these things
do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

10 But I rejoice in the Lord greatly, that
row ai length ye have revived your thought for
me ; wherein ye did indeed take thought, but ye
lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in
respect of want: for I have learned, in whatso-
ever state I am, therein to be content. 12
know how to be abased, and I know also how to
abound : in everything and in all things have I
learned the secret both to be filled and to be
hungry, both to abound and to be in want.
13 1 can do all things in him that strengtheneth
me,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 13,

I will sing of my Redeemer,
And his wondrons love to me:

On the cruel cross he suffered,
From the curse to set me free,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 148,

My Father is rich in houses and la-ds,

He holdeth the wealth of the world in his
hands!

Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and gold,

His coffers are full,—he has riches untold.

Questions for Senior Scholars,
Where was Paul when writing this letter?
To whom was the letter addressed?
For what purpose?
What is meant by “standing fast in the
Lord"?

w

2

II.
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What are Paul's personal references to him-
self? i

In what words does he hold up the Lord's
example for imitation? 2

Whom does he seek to reconcile?

What general exhortation does he give?

What gave Paul power to endure?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

1. Fellowship in Service (v. 1-3).

What does Paul call his friends at Philippi?

What disagreement did he try to settle?

Whom did he ask to help in the matter?

What does he say of those who had worked
with him in the Gospel ?

2. Rejoicing, Praying, Thinking (v, 4-9).
What duty is mentioned twice in verse 4%
What are proper objects of prayer?

What effect will true prayer have upon the
mind?

What is the peace of God?

What important matter is

verse 87

How may thinking be controlled ?

What example was to be followed ?

What is duty besides right thinking and feel-
ing?

3. A Hard Lesson Well Learned (v, 10-13).
What caused Paul to rejoice? (v, 10.)

Why was he glad to receive the gifts from the

Philippians?

What lesson had he learned?
How had he learned it?
What was his confidence in Christ?

mentioned in

Questions for Younger Scholars,
Where was Paul when he wrote to the Philip-
pians? At Rome,
Why? He was a prisoncr,
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What did he do?
came to him,

What else did he do?
churches.

What does he call the church of the Philip-
pians?

What does he bid them do?
the Lord.”

What good advice does he give them? He
tells them to “rejoice in the Lord alway.”

What does he tell them to think about?
(Verse 8,)

What had Paul learned?

What did he say he could do?

Through whom ?

He preached to all who

He wrote letters-to the

“Stand fast in

The Lesson Catechism,
(For the entire school,)

1. In whom should we rejoice? “In the Lord
alway.”

2. Where is the Lord?
hand.”

3. How should we make our requests known
unto God? “By prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving.”

4. When should we be content ? At all times,

5. How did the apostle say he could do all

“The Lord is at

things?  “Through Christ which strengtheneth
me.”

6. What is the GorLpex TEXT?  “Rejoice,”
ete,

—————

The Church Catechism,

8. Name the attributes of God. The attri-
butes of God are omnipresence, omniscience,
omnipotence; wisdom, goodness, freedom ;
truth, holiness, love, .

Psalm 145, 9. The Lord is good to all: and
his tender mercies are over all his works,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,

Christian Graces.

L. Curistian Jov,
Rejoice in the Lord alway. v. 4.
I will joy in the God of my salvation,
Hab. 3. 18,
Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy.
Luke 6. 28,
II. CHRISTIAN PEACE.
Be careful for nothing ; the peace of God
shall keep your hearts, v. 6 7
Casting all your care upon him; for he
careth for you. 1 Pet, 5, 7.

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give
unto you.

John 14, 27,

II1. Curistian THOUGHTFULNESS,
Whatsoever things are true, honest, just,
pure, lovely, think on these, v, 8,
Let the meditation of my heart be accept-
able in thy sight. Psa. 19. 14,
As he thinketh in his heart, so is he,
Prov. 23. 7.
IV. CHRISTIAN AcTiviTy,
Those things which ve have lmrneﬂ, re-
ceived, heard, and seen in me, do. v. 9,
Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I
command you. John 15, 14,

Vol
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Walk in wisdom toward them that are

without. Col. 4. 5.
V. CHRISTIAN CONTENTMENT.

I have learned in whatsoever state, there-

with to be content. v, 11.

Godliness with contentment is great gain,

1 Tim. 6. 6.

A good man shall be satisfied from him-

self. Prov, 14, 14,

[Jan, 11.

VI. CHRISTIAN POWER.
I can do all things through Christ which

strengthencth me. v, 13,

To them that have no might he increaseth
strength. Isa. 40. 29.

And he said, My grace is sufficient for
thee, 2 Cor. 12, 9.

Wait on the Lord: and he shall strength-
en thine heart. Psa, 27. 14,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

Lesson II falls into its place because of geographical rather than of chronological relationship, Its
words were written about ten years later than the date of the events described in Lesson I, while Lesson 111
follows the history of Lesson I closely. Lesson II is taken from one of Paul’s most characteristic letters,
written during his imprisonment in Rome, whither Epaphroditus had come bearing a generous gift from
the Philippians. On his return to Philippi, Epaphroditus took with him this epistle. All along Paul’s rela-
tions with the Philippians had been unusually warm and tender ; during the ten years’ interval mentioned
above he had twice visited their city ; they had contributed to his financial needs on every opportunity ; and
his epistle to them is *“ one of the most ardent letters of love ever written.” A most careful reading of it

from beginning to end is earnestly urged.

Verse 1. Therefore refers to the hope de-
scribed in the closing sentence of the third chap-
ter. Dearly, which occurs twice in this verse,
is omitted from the Revised Version because
there is no equivalent for it in the Greck. The
phrase beloved is characteristic of Paul. We
have elsewhere called attention to Dr. Whedon's
computation that it is used twenty-seven times
by him of converts and friends. The receipt of
the gift from Philippi had very naturally made
Paul's heart yearn for closer association with
them; they, far more than their gifts, are
longed for. The phrase my joy and crown Paul
had already used in addressing the Thessalonians
(1 Thess, 2. 19, 20). The Philippians are ex-
horted to stand fast in the Lord, that is, to gain
a holy foothold in the struggle of life, to be
firmly planted in divine truth. This figure is a
favorite one with Paul. To the Corinthians he
wrote: “Stand fast in the faith;” to the Gala-
tians: “Stand fast therefore in the liberty
wherewith Christ has made us free;” and to the
Thessalonians, as here: “Stand fast in the
Lord.”

2, 3. The Revision gives “exhort” instead of
beseech. Euodias (which should be “Euodia”)
and Syntyche are the names of women, Chris-
tian leaders ; they are exhorted to be of the same
mind, that is, to harmonize, in the Lord, that is,
for the Lord’s sake and with the Lord's temper.
The implication is that they are at present out
of harmony with each other. Nothing about
them is known beyond what is hinted in these
two verses, but our second glimpse of them
raiges them in our estimation. Paul says, They
labored with me in the Gospel, or, as we might

render it, “strove along with me in the good
tidings.” Troublesome to the church as they
were just now, they had done good work, and
doubtless had good hearts. From all this we
should learn how easy it is for Christian people
to stultify their Christianity by temporary lack
of grace and even by lack of tact, For entreat
the Revision gives “beseech,” which does not
greatly alter the meaning., Another person is
now introduced and directly addressed—Paul's
true yokefellow. Who this was we do not know.
Epaphroditus has been suggested, but this does
not seem probable, A legend identifies the yoke-
fellow with Paul's wife; but there is absolutely
nothing to support that view. An ingenious
explanation is that the word “yokefellow,” in
Greek, Syzygus, is a proper name. “I beseech
thee, also, Syzygus, for you are truly so called.”
But the safest assumption is that the letter was
addressed to the Church through the pastor, who
is here personally exhorted to help those women
to come again into harmony. Who the pastor
was at this time we cannot certainly say. An-
other problem is the identity of ('lement. There
was a Clement who later presided over the
church in Rome, but whether or not this was he
we cannot know. With other should be “the
rest of.” The Book of Life is God's record of
the citizens of the heavenly kingdom—those who
have been “born from above” It is not neces-
sary to believe that such a book is a physical
fact in the heavenly world, The records of citi-
zenship serupulously kept by both Romans and
Jews had familiarized the ancient mind with the
idea of enrollment; and these fellow-laborers
knew for themselves that they were enrolled,

~“—4—
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with Paul, and with those to whom Paul wrote,
among the Immortals. Let each of us ask him-
self and his God, “Is my name written there?”

4. The exhortations of our lesson are miscel-
laneous in character. But the transition here
from peace-making to a rejoicing spirit is un-
usually abrupt, especially when taken in con-
nection with the injunction of verse 5. The
Greek word translated Rejoice may with equal
correctness be translated, “Farewell ;” and the
abruptuess we have spoken of has led some
scholars to prefer this reading : “Farewell in the
Lord alway ; again I say, Farewell ;" Jjustifying
their preference by Paul's evident effort to
round up the epistle toward its close. But
“Farewell” appears to be even more abrupt than
“Rejoice,” and “Farewell always” would be a
strange exhortation. So that it seems wise to
stand by the usual translation. “It is unques-
tionably the high duty of the Christian to rejoice
in the Lord Jesus.”

5. Our moderation (“forbearance ;" “gentle-
ness ;" consideration; a disposition to live for
others) is to be made evident unto all men,
“Let your light shine.” The Lord is at hand,
This statement, like “Thou, God, seest me,” be-
comes a terror or a comfort according to the
condition of the soul that hears it. It is often
used as a prophecy of the second advent ; but it
is much more than this. It teaches the con-
stant pearness of the Divine Being—as we
might say of a human friend in an adjoining
room, “He is not here, but is just at hand.” 8o
with the Lord, who, as we are reminded in the
next verse, is ready to hear our words, and re-
spond to our requests,

6. Be careful for nothing. “In nothing be
anxious.” Why? Because, as we have Jjust
seen, the Lord is at hand. This.is the negative
expression of what the rest of the verse gives
the positive. The word everything is impressive.
There is not an item in all the experience of a
soul that should be unnoticed in communion
with God. Prayer includes all kinds of wor-
ship; supplication specifies direct requests;
thanksgiving should be the constant temper of
the Christian, Why we should make known
our requests unto God when God knows all
about us is a problem that we need not attempt
to solve, He needs no information from us, but
we need to give it to him.

7. The peace of God. “A sweet tranq'lilit:v
which comes with the knowledge that Ged is
our present,sympathetic, helpful friend.” Which
passeth all understanding, Surpasses all our
powers of thought. Keep, “Guard.” Minds.
“Thoughts.””  Through [“in"]  Christ Jesus.
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The Spirit of the Lord is the element in which
the Christian lives, and prayer is his *“native
air” and “vital breath.” As by the physical
atmosphere our vital organs are kept in health
and comfort, so do we live in Christ, and this
blessed spiritual atmosphere keeps our hearts
and minds in health, in the peace of God.

8. Finally. As Koheleth, or the preacher,
at the end of Ecclesiastes, had said, centuries
earlier, “Hear the conclusion of the whole mat-
ter.”  Koheleth's conclusion was that the whole
duty of man was to fear God and keep his com-
mandments, in view of the omniscience of the
Divine Judge. Paul's conclusion harmonizes
with this but is full of a NEw GOODNESS (a
Gospel) which Koheleth did not know. Not
fear, but love, is Paul's motor. And not doing
(keeping commandments) first of all, but being
(think on these things) is his code of morals.
“As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Paul
is sure our acts will be right, and God's com-
mandments obeyed, if our “hearts and minds”

are right. Eight subjects of meditation and
bases of activity are enumerated: 1, True
[genuinel; 2. honest [**honorable” ; grave ;

worthy of reverence; full of dignity and maj-
estyl; 3. just [upright]; 4. pure [as clean in
heart as ceremonial purification made a heathen
pure in body] ; 5. lovely [lovable; amiable ; en-
dearing ; adapted to excite love] ; 8. good report
[literally, sounding well, that is, fair speak-
ing; winsome; gracious] ; 7. virtue [courage] ;
8. praise [praiseworthiness, Lightfoot, quoted by
M. R. Vincent, gives this turn to the last two
clauses: “Whatever value may reside in your
old heathen conception of virtue, whatever con-
sideration is due to the praise of men"]. This
gives it additional force,

9. This verse which at first glance sounds
egotistical makes quite another impression upon
us when we take into account Paul's position
hefore the Philippians. He stood for a new
spiritual creed and a new code of morals. Nowa-
days most men agree in the general in their
moral and religious standards, If, therefore, a
modern religious teacher used such language as
this he would be drawing an offensive compari-
son or contrast between his life and the lives
of others who cherished similar ideals. But the
contrast implied in this verse is between the
new ideals of which Paul was the authoritative
exponent and the lower ideals which prevailed
among the Philippians’ neighbors and in the
empire at large,

10-13. Rejoiced.

“Rejoice.”  Paul's re-

Joicings, like all the activities and emotions of
his life, are in the Lord.

At the last [“at
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length”]. After long delays. Your care of me
hath flourished again [“ye have revived your
thought for me”]. This is Paul's formal ac-
knowledgment of the Philippians’ liberality,
They had helped him whenever they could.
Suppose some of the Philippians had said: “But
we can’t always rejoice, can't always forbear,
must be anxious and troubled sometimes,” what
had Paul to answer? "That he had traveled,
and was traveling by the same road. I have
learned, he says, in whatsoever state I am,
therein to be content. I know how to be
abased, and I know also how to abound; in
everything and in all things have I learned the
secret both to be filled and to be hungry, both
to abound and to be in want. I can do all
things in him that strengtheneth m» ( American
Revised Version). “We have gone through a
good deal of Paul’s life, We have seen him in
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suffering and in danger, and yet rejoicing in the
Lord—as in the dungeon of that very city to
whose people he wrote these words  (Acts 16,
25). They knew this. And they knew also how
he had used forbearance, when shamefuily
treated at Philippi, though he might have stood
on his rights as a Roman citizen. They knew
also that he often lacked the comfort and even
the necessaries of life, for therefore they sent
the succor of which he speaks. From his own
personal experience he could recommend the
road of rejoicing, forbearance, freedom from
anxiety, and peace,

“But we must not forget that he spoke as the
Lord’s messenger. It was not a mere recom-
mendation that he gave, but a command from
the Lord. And the Lord Jesus has passed every
step of that road which he commands his people
to take.”

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verses 1-3. Perfeci unity in the Lord.
1. Note the terms of affection used in the first
verse—*"beloved,” “longed for,” “joy,” “crown.”
This is the most affectionate of all the epistles
of the great apostle to the Gentiles, Meyer says
“No other is so completely a letter of the hear
The tender regard which the spiritual teacher
has for those under his care is human love of
the highest and purest type. How precious is
such love, without taint of earthly alloy! There
is a beautiful and striking figure in his calling
them “my crown;" that is, a victor's wreath
woven, not of laurel branches, but of redeemed
souls brought to Christ by his labors. Many
who labor for Christ will have such crowns in
the great day ‘of victory. Will you?

2. The two women whose names are here re-
corded are exhorted to “be of the same mind,”
and this was the best advice that could be given,
In no other way could they do Christian work
successfully, and in no other way can Christians
succeed now. Bickerings, contentions, and all
sorts of disagreements among Christians mar
the work and keep back the victory for which we
all are striving. Note, too, that their unity was
to be “in the Lord,” as its sphere, Perhaps if
they were not of one mind, one or the other or
both were not in the Lord. Let divisions and
contentions among Christians be examined with
reference to this inquiry, “Are we in the Lord?"

3. It is noteworthy that women (see verse 3)
were the first to receive the Gospel in Europe
(as Lydia at Philippi) and to aid in its promul-
gation there. How much of the work of the
Church is done in these days by the women. In
many communities were it not for their labors

the Church would languish and die. Are their
services to the kingdom of Christ on earth fully
appreciated?

4. All that we know about certain workers
mentioned here is that their “names are in the
book of life,” and this is about all that is
known of many earnest souls who walk beside
us and work for God. But what a record it is!
It is enough.

4-7. Perfect peace in the Lord. 1. “Rejoice
.« « Rejoice,” His readers must have remem-
bered his scourging and imprisonment in their
own city at the time of the conversion of the
jailer, and that while he writes he is a prisoner
under the sleepless gaze of a Roman sentinel, or,
perhaps, his wrist chained to the wrist of a
Roman soldier. And yet he says, “Rejoice in
the Lord alway: again I will say, Rejoice,”
And the sphere of this rejoicing is “in the Lord.”
If they are not thus anchored they are not able
to rejoice at all in the true sense of the apostle's
exhortation.

2. “Let your forbearance be known unto all
men,” not in any boastful manner, for this
would be utterly foreign to the spirit of such
“forbearance.” This can be done only by pa-
tience under trial, fairness in all our relations
to our fellows, and that reasonable and fair con-
sideration of the rights of others which is so
raye among men in the struggles and competi-
tions of business.

3. “The Lord is at hand.” Whatever may be
the meaning attached to this sentence by ex-
positors, some important lessons may be drawn
from it: (a) He is “at hand” in the sense that
very soon he will come to every individual Chris-
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tian to take him home, (b)He is near to help
in time of need. (¢) That we are in his pres-
ence is a motive for forbearance and standing
fast in him. (d) So long as we are actuated
by the foregoing motives we need have but little
interest in the cxact time of the second advent.

4. Here is the panacea for all worrying: “In
nothing be anxious.” It is the “be not anxious”
S0 oft repeated in the Sermon on the Mount
(see Matt. 6. 25-34). “In everything.” Note
here that there is nothing that we cannot take
to God in prayer. He is infinitely more patient
and considerate of us than we are of one an-
other. Our desires, our plans, our weaknesses,
our foibles, our disappointments, whatever
comes into our life, we should take to him as
freely as we discuss our plans with each other,
We make our requests known, not to inform
God of our needs, but in compliance with a law
of his kingdom expressed by our Saviour: “Ask,
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto youn."”

5. When we thus fully and frankly bring
all our requests and commit all our ways
unto him there comes “the peace of God,”
that is, such peace as he enjoys himself and
imparts to his children. And it “passeth all
understanding.” The unconverted cannot un-
derstand the peace of the Christian. John Wes-
ley, crossing the Atlantic with the Moravians
before his conversion, could not understand the
calm demeanor of those poor German peasants
when a storm was tossing the ship wildly and
the sea was threatening to engulf all on board.
Even the Christian who has enjoyed it long can-
not understand it fully, By this peace the
“hearts” and “thoughts” of the Christian are
converted into a stronghold and guarded just as
the walls and other defenses of a fortress guard
all that is within,

8, 9. Right thinking and holy living. 1. The
exhortation to give our thoughts to noble themes
is worthy of all attention. It is the remedy for
unworthy and ignoble thoughts. Many complain
that they cannot prevent the coming of evil
thoughts. Perhaps not, but when they come you
need not entertain them. It is, however, the
vacancy of the mind that opens it to such
thoughts, Plow a field in summer and leave it
without cultivation. Soon you will have a lux-
uriant crop of weeds. Here is a fountain that
is supplied with water from a muddy stream,
But cut off this stream and turn on the waters
of a clear, sparkling brook, and your fountain
is soon cleansed and is sending out only’ clear,
pure water, The Christian should cut off all
the streams of impurity that flow into his
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mind, and think on, take account of, the things
that are true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, and
of good report. What a transformation would
there be in society if the exhortation in this
eighth verse were universally followed !

2. Right thinking leads to holy living. No
one cen think right for any considerable time
without doing right; and as certainly as we
cherish evil thoughts will they ripen into evil
practices. But we have here g concrete illustra-
tion as to how to live, Paul was to the Philip-
pians an example in conduct. Elsewhere (1
Cor. 11, 1) he said, “Be ye imitators of me,
even as I also am of Christ.” While our Lord
was the only perfect model for our imitation,
he has accommodated conditions to our frail
nature and given us imperfect models in men
whom we know. Indeed, we prefer these be-
cause they are nearer to us, seem more real,
and are more easily followed, Among those who
have served as examples to the flock none have
stood higher than this apostle. Let us not for-
get that the religious teacher influences more
by example than by precept,

10-13. Christian contentment, 1, The great
lesson taught in these verses is contentment
with our lot. It would seem that Paul had had
about as many hardships as anyone could well
have had, and yet he was content.  When his
wants were abundantly supplied he was not
elated; when pressed by hunger and thirst and
exposed to all sorts of privations he did not com-
plain.  Whether fortune smiled or frowned he
stood unmoved. He had learned a “‘secret”
which every Christian must learn in order to be_
happy in this life, namely, “both to be filled
and to be hungry, both to abound and to be in
want.” And this must apply to every kind of
want known to our earthly life, physical, men-
tal, or social.

2, The man of God has great power. In
Christ he has added strength. What tremen-
dous power for good is there in one who is
anchored in Christ and content with any lot
that may come in the providence of God!

Thoughts for Young People,

1. A Christian may enjoy happiness at all
times, even when in the midst of trouble, v. 4.

2. A Christian may enjoy a freedom from
anxious care, since he can bring all his cares
and needs to the Lord. v, 6, ?

3. A Christian may enjoy peace, deeper than
thought can fathom, for he is a child of God
and reconciled with his Father, v. 7.

4. A Christian may enjoy a sense of God's
presence with him in all his life, v, 9,
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5. A Christian may enjoy the consciousness
of God's care, giving him contentment in his
condition, v. 11,

6. A Christian may enjoy a consciousness of
power, able to endure and to do all in the
strength of Christ. v. 13.

Teaching Hints for Int di
SURROUNDINGS,
Ask : How many read the whole of the Epistle
to the Philippians during the past week? How
many can turn to it in the Bible? (Have all do
80.) Who wrote this epistle? When? Where?
Why? (See Nores.) What other epistles did
Paul write? A few minutes may be spent very
profitably in familiarizing the pupils with the
name of the Pauline letters and their positions
in the Bible with reference to one another, so
that the pupils can turn to them readily.

Classes,

INTRODUCTION.

Our lesson text is a most excellent one for
developed Christians, and one that contains
truths much needed by boys and girls, but one
that cannot easily be taught to young people
unless the teacher knows just what he intends to
teach. A careful study of the text with the re-
quirements of the pupils in mind will yield rich
teaching material. All that can be done in these
hints is to give some general suggestions, which
must be modified according to thé needs of the
members of the class. Ask: What constitutes
a person? Receive all answers given, good and
bad, and by patient questioning draw out the
truth that we are threefold in our makeup,
namely,

BODY.
MIND.
SPIRIT.

Have the pupils write these three words on
their pads. Naw ask: How does your body be-
come strong and remain so? All kinds of an-
swers will be given. Accept them all and sep-
arate the wheat from the chaff. Then have all

print :
THE BODY FOOD,
I8 DRINK,
MADE STRONG g EXERCISE.
BY BATHING,

Take the mind and treat it in a similar way.
When a reasonable number of questions have
been asked and answered the results may be
summed up somewhat as follows :

THE MIND READING,
18 STUDYING.
STRENGTHENED ( CoMVOaaNG.
BY TRAVELING,
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Ask: What would you think of young persons
who are very careful to strengthen their phys-
ical nature and their mental nature but who
neglect their spiritual nature? Use the answers
to this question as starting points for showing
how important is the spiritual.

Then ask: How many would like to be strong
in spirit? Open your Bibles to the

LESSON TEXT,
which tells us several ways of strengthening
our spiritual nature :

1. Rejoice.  What does it mean to rejoice?
In whom should we rejoice? When?

2. Pray. Question the pupils to ascertain
whether they understand what it is to pray.
Be ready to show what real prayer is, then ask :
FFor what are we to pray? With what? What
will be the result of such prayer? (verse 7.)

3. Think. Say to the class: Now take your
Bibles and your pads and write a list of what
we are to think about. The list will be as
follows :

TRUE.

HONEST.

JUST,

PURE.

LOVELY,

OF GOOD REPORT.

When this list is completed explain the mean-
ing of the words and the ideas for which they
stand and show what thinking on them means.

4. Do. What things is the Christian to do?
(verse 12,) Have the pupils name some of the
things which Paul did and which he told others
to do. Ask: What will be the result of this
doing?

APPLICATION,

Have the Golden Text repeated by each mem-
ber of the class. Show how much better it is
for one to rejoice than to complain. Picture an
old person who is noted as a fault-finder. Im-
press on the pupils that that one formed the
habit of fault-finding when young, and urge
them to form the habit of rejoicing now and it
will be easy for them to do so when they are
old. Have all print:

I WILL ALWAYS

REJOICE

IN THE LORD.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask the pupils to learn all they can about the
synagogues, which were so numerous in Christ’s
time. See Hurlbut's Revised Normal Lessons,
Lesson XX,

Review words “Philippi” and “Rejoice.”
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By Way of Illustration.

Verse 1. What a lover Paul was! And what
a love-letter this book of Philippians is! Notice
the affection poured out in these lines. That
word for “crown” is the word used for the gar-
land which was given to the successful athlete,
He says that his brethren are just such a joy
and glory to him as is the crown to the athlete
who with impressive ceremony is crowned. The
true minister of Christ counts as his greatest
glory, his garland of reward, the men and wom-
en who have been saved from sin to Christ.

Verses 2, 3. “I learned how to reprove wisely
from studying Paul’s letters,” said a successful
pastor. “Notice how he mingles praise with re-
proof. For example, in that fourth chapter of
Philippians, he reproves those two women,
Euodias and Syntyche, who had openly quar-
reled, and he says that they labored (and the
word means to strive with all one's strength)
with him in the Gospel and their names are in
the book of life. And so I follow his example
and do mnot forget to speak of the good work
done by those who need the word of reproof.”

Verse 4. “It is not possible to rejoice always,”
I hear you say. “Consider the many times
when one’s heart is breaking.” Yes, but it is
possible to rejoice in the Lord always. When
trials are heaviest and sorrows are multiplied
we can rejoice that we have him—we can rejoice
that the Christian walks in the light of a sun
that never sets.

The book of Philippians has been called “The
epistle of Christian joy,” and it was written by
a man in prison.—Dr, J, B, Young.,

Verse 7. Paul says, “And the peace of God
shall garrison your hearts and minds.” He was
in the charge of a soldier of the pretorial guard,
and naturally fell into a military way of speak-
ing. He thought of the emperor of Rome sur-
rounded by his splendid guard, every man of
whom was a trusted and valiant soldier whose
life would have paid the penalty for the least
lapse of duty, and Paul says that God's peace
is such a guard. Neither sneaking worry, nor
strong anxiety, nor threatening care can break
through such a guard as is God’s peace,

Verse 8, What a stately sixfold repetition this
is! Guard your thought life. “As a man think-
eth in his heart, so is he”” The heart is the
fountain above which the life cannot rise,
“What has helped you most in your Christian
life?” was asked at a conference of college men,
to which several answered, “The reading of
Christian biography.” Such reading kindles an
admiration and stimulates a desire for the best
things of life, When you are reading about good
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men and women you are following Paul's in-
junction here given,

Verse 13, There are two ways of helping one
who is weak: one is to divide his burden and
cairy half, which is what a strong man may do,
an? the other is what the physician does who
by wise medical treatment puts new strength
into the man so that he easily and at all times
carries his own loads. As the strong man can-
not always be by the side of the weaker one, it
is far better that the man should have his weak-
ness changed to strength. 'This last is what
Christ does for us. His answer to Paul’s prayer
that the thorn might be removed was, “My
grace is sufficient for thee,”

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

This beautiful letter to the Philippians, espe-
cially this closing chapter, should be hid in our
hearts with the Shepherd - Psalm, the Beati-
tudes, the fourteenth of St. John, and the thir-
teenth of First Corinthians. If we can live out
in daily experience these teachings we have
found the elixir of life, the true philosopher’s
stone, It is the ideal of Christian living, but it
is also practical and possible, St, Paul wrote by
inspiration, but he also wrote from experience,
Experience means “to try out,” and he had tried
out all that he exhorted others to do. It is
the man who sang praises in prison who speaks
of the peace of God that passeth understanding,
and says, “Rejoice in the Lord alway : and again
I say, Rejoice.” It is all so rich I want to talk
over every verse with you. Read those dear,
familiar words, “Be careful for nothing.” May
we really be relieved of care? May the wrinkles
be smoothed out so that those who look in our
faces will feel rested? Yes; the word is for
practical people who live in a world where
they must eat and drink and be clothed and
bear burdens and suffer many sorrows. So it
cannot mean that we are to ignore these things,
nor that prudent forethought to provide for our-
selves or those dependent upon us is unneces-
sary. But it does mean that because, as Jesus
says. our heavenly Father knows we have need
of these things we may talk with him about
them and get from him wisdom, guidance, com-
fort, so that the horrid thing we call “wonry”
may never possess us. “ Qverything” includes
everything; so there is nothing great or small
to be left out of our requests. Bring all to God,
with thanks, and the promised peace never fails,
It promises much. The heart may be at peace
because we know God loves and cares for us,
but the poor mind at the mercy of sensitive
nerves is tossed like a little lake by the wind.
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When we tell every thought to God the mind,
with the heart, sinks into quietness. “Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed
on thee,” Like hooting creatures of the night,
evil thoughts depart, and things true, honest,
just, pure, lovely, of good report, virtue and
praise, fill the mind like morning song birds.
Was it because this man had everything to
make him happy and comfortable that he said
he wanted nothing, and was content anywhere?
No indeed ; his calm assurance was quite inde-
pendent of circumstances. He was persecuted,
beaten, naked, hungry, imprisoned, worked for
his living, and had no certain dwelling place, yet
he was not only not complaining, but trium-
phantly cheerful and satisfied. Certainly he
was different from most people. Why? Be-
cause he had learned a heavenly secret. Learned
it, mind you. So you and I need not be dis-
couraged if we do not yet know it perfectly, if
only we are learning, St. Paul began to learn it
that day when with all his heart he said, “Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do?” He went on
learning in trial, in affliction, in work, in
prayer, learning day by day until he could say,
+ “I can, for I know how: I know how to be
abased, and how to abound; to be hungry, and
to have what I need. I know how to live be-
cause I have learned that 1 can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me.” So
we may say, too, “I can. I can be patient; I
can be trustful. T can be forgiving; I can be
unselfish; T can be helpful; I can be a strong,
victorious Christian for His glory who strength-
eneth me.” And because we have learned just
as he learned we can say, confidently as St.
Paul said, “My God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

/ / | o
The exhortations and commands of the les-
son show reflectively the character of Paul,

The desire he expresses toward his disciples
shows what he really was himself—a Chris-
tian who adorned the doctrine and exem-
plified the life of Jesus. From the cheerless
cell of a Roman prison, and a chained hand,
came this glowing message of consolation and
counsel and encouragement to holy and joyous
living. Are our lives such that we could say
with Paul, “Those things, which ye have both
learned, and received, and heard, and seen in
me, do?"

Coloring.—*“Paul,” red and cream; words,
cream ; rays, yellow ; phrase, light blue,

The Teachers’ Meeting,

The lesson may be presented under two sub-
jects, both interweaving through all the verses.
I. What the Christian may enjoy. (See
Tuovants ¥or Youna PeorLe.) 11, What the
Christian should be. 1. Forbearing, v. 5;
2, Trustful, v. 6; 3. Prayerful, v. 6; 4. Noble
in character, v. 8; 5. Generous, v. 10.,..Espe-
cially note that Paul was himself an example
of all that he here urges upon others,
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LESSON III. Paul at

Thessalonica and Berea.

[Jan. 18.

GOLDEN TEXT. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet. Psa. 119. 105,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Study also verses 13, 14.]

Acts 17. 1-12. [ Commit to memory verses 2-4.]

1 Now when they had passed through Am-
phip’o-lis and Ap-ol-lo'ni-a, they came to Thes-
sa-lo-ni'ca, where was a synagogue of the Jews:

2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto
them, and three sabbath days reasoned with
them out of the scriptures,

3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must
needs have suffered, and risen again from the
dead; and that this Je'sus, whom I preach unto
you, is Christ,

4 And some of them believed, and consorted
with Paul and Si’las; and of the devout Greeks
a great multitude, and of the chief women not
a few.

5 But the Jews which believed not, moved
with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows
of the haser sort, and gathered a company, and
set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the
house of Ja’son, and sought to bring them out
to the people,

G And when they found them not, they drew
Ja'son and certain brethren unto the rulers of
the city, cryving, These that have turned the
world upside down are come hither also;

7 Whom Ja’son hath received: and these all
do contrary to the decrees of Cwe'sar, saying
that there is another king, one Je'sus.

8 And they troubled the people and the rulers
of the city, when they heard these things.

9 And when they had taken security of
Ja’son, and of the other, they let them go.

10 And the brethren immediately sent away
Paul and Si'las by night unto Be-re'a: who
.(I-omlng thither went into the synagogue of the

ews,

11 These were more noble than those in Thes-
sa-lo-ni‘ca, in that they received the word with

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION.*

1 Now when they had passed through Am-
phipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessa-
lonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews:
2 and Paul, as his custom was, went in unto
them, and for three sabbath days reasoned with
them from the scriptures, 3 opening and alleging
that it behooved the Christ to suffer, and to
rise again from the dead; and that this Jesus,
whom, said he, I proclaim unto you, is the
Christ, 4 And some of them were persuaded
and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the

* devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the

chief women not a few. 5 But the Jews, being
moved with jealousy, took unto them certain
vile fellows of the rabble, and gathering a
crowd, set the city on an uproar; and assault-
ing the house of Jason, they sought to bring
them forth to the people. 6 And when they
found them not, they dragged Jason and cer-
tain brethren before the rulers of the city, ery-
ing, These that have turned the world upside
down are come hither also; 7 whom Jason
hath received: and these all act contrary to the
decrees of Cresar, saying that there is another
king, one Jesus. 8 And they troubled the multi-
tude and the rulers of thé city, when they heard
these things. 9 And when they had taken
security from Jason and the rest, they let
them go.

10 And the brethren immediately sent away
Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who when
they were come thither went into the synagogue:
of the Jews. 11 Now these were more noble
than those in Thessalonica, in that they re-
ceived the word with all readiness of mind, ex-

M;'l'ha American Revision, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson & &
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all readiness of mind, and searched the scrip-
tures daily, whether those things were so.

12 Therefore many of them believed; also of
bonorable women which were Greeks, and of
men, not a few.

[Jan. 18,

amining the scriptures daily, whether these
things were so. 12 Many of them therefore
believed ; also of the Greek women of honorable
estate, and of men not a few.

Time.—The close of A. D, 562. Places.—
Thessalonica and Berea.

Hoine Readings.

M. Paul at Thessalonica and Berea. Acts 17.
112,

Tu. Power of the Gospel. 1 Thess. 1.

W. Good tidings. 1 Thess. 3.

Th. Early knowledge of Scripture. 2 Tim. 3.
10-17.

F. Constant study. Deut. 6. 1-9.

8. Searching the Scriptures. John 5. 31-39,

8. God's word studied. Psa, 119, 97-112,

Lesson Hymns,

New Conndian Hymnal, No, 295,
Father of mercies, in thy word
What endless glory shines!

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 447,
Throw out the Life-Line across the dark
wave,
There is a brother whom someone should
save,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 403,
Muaster, the tempest is raging!
The billows are tossing high !

Questions for Senior Schok

Give some ac¢count of Thessalonica.

Describe its geographical location,

What was the origin of the name?

Locate Berea geographically.

What were the circumstances under which
Paul left Philippi?

What was the distance traveled?

Who were his companions?

What were the methods of Paul's missionary
ministry?

To whom did he first appeal?

Upon what did he base his argument?

As a rule, what class of cities did Paul prefer
to evangelize?

Why did he select such cities?

What effect did Paul’s ministry have upon the
Jows?

What was the immediate result?

What is the point of contrast between the
Bereans and Thessalonians?

What other examples of faithful Bible study
in the New Testament?

What class of women believed?

How far was Berea from Thessalonica?

Avre these cities in Europe or Asia?

What part of our Bible was then written?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,
1. Finding Christ in the Old Testament
(v. 1-4).

To what people in Thessalonica did Paul
preach?

In what book did the Jews believe?

What did Paul prove to them?

Were any converted?

From what three classes did the converts
come?
2. Envious Opposition (v. 5-9).

How did some Jews feel against Paul?

What did they do?

Who were arrested?

Was anyone punished?
8. Noble Use of God's Word (v. 10-12).

How did Paul and Silas leave Thessalonica?

Where did they go?

What is said of the Berean Jews?

What was the result of Paul's preaching
there?

What put a stop to his work there?

Questions for Younger Scholars.

Where did Paul and Silas go from Philippi?

Where did they first go?

What did Paul do?

What chapter tells of the death of Christ?
The fifty-third of Isaiah.

Did many believe Paul’s words?

Who were they?

What did the unbelieving Jews do?

Who were they like? The priests and Phari-
sees who perseeuted Jews,

Whose house did they attack?

Whom did they arrest?

What did they think that Jason's friends had
done?

Who were troubled?

What did they finally do?

Where were Paul and Silas sent?

What kind of Jews did they find at Berea?

What did they do daily?

Who were the believers? Jews, Greeks, and
honorable women.

|
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The Lesson Catechism,

(For the entire school.)
1. What did Paul declare to the Thessalo-
nians? That Jesus was the Christ,

2. How many of the Greeks believed? A
great multitude,

3. How did the unbelieving Jews receive his
preaching? “They set the city in an uproar.”

4. How did those at Berea receive the word?

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 51

“They received the word with all readiness of
mind, and scarched the Seriptures daily.”

« What is the GoLpEN TexT? “Thy word,”
ete,

-
The Church Catechism,
9. Are there more gods than one? There is
but one only, the living and true God.

Isaiah 45. 22, Look unto me, and be ye
saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am
God, and there is none else,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
The Right Use of the Bible.

I. SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES,

Paul reasoned with them out of the secrip-
tures. v. 2,
Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and
read. Isa. 34. 16.
Search the scriptures; in them ye have
eternal life, John 5. 39,

I1. SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES DALy,

Searched the scriptures daily, whether those
things were so, v, 11,
Give us day by day our daily bread. Luke
11 8.
Thy testimonies are my meditation, Psa,
119. 99,

IIL. SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES SINCERELY,
They received the word with all readiness of
mind, v, 11,
They believed the scripture, and the word.

John 2, 22,
Moses and the prophets ; hear them, Luke
16, 29,
1V. SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES Svccess-
FULLY,

Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs
have suffered. v. 3.
Showing by the scriptures that Jesus was
Christ. Acts 18, 28,
They ‘are they which testify of me. John
5. 39,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

Our lesson connects directly with Lesson I, Lesson II having been introduced parenthetically, In
Philippi the praetors, probably alarmed by the earthquake, ¢ attempted to retain the appearance of authority

while they evaded the consequence of an illegal act.”
themselves in a complicated violation of the laws of R

But Paul with dignity showed how they had involved
ome. His word was taken at once. If it had been

found false he would have been punishable with death, As Dr, Cook suggests, “ To quit the city clandes.
tinely according to the suggestion of the preetors would have had a bad effect on the minds of the
converts, and so Paul insisted on a public vindication of his character, which was made by the authorities
escorting him.” All this must have greatly raised the new faith of Christianity in the public estimation.

The record of these facts Lesson I i d

ly with this,

Verse 1. Going westward from Philippi
they passed through Amphipolis, thirty-three
miles away, and Apollonia about thirty miles
farther; thirty-seven miles farther yet was
Thessalonica. This city still flourishes, and now,
as in antiquity, is a great resort of the Jews,
Here was a synagogue, a public meeting place,
where Paul would be sure to meet large num-
bers of hearers of the sort he most desired.

2, 3. Of Paul's preaching we are first told
that his manner was to go unto the Jews and
reason with them. Everywhere the first offer

of the Gospel was made to them. Three Sab-
bath days of course include the week days be-
tween them. Paul reasoned with them out of
the Scriptures. His effort was first to prove
that according to the Scriptures there should
be a Messiah who should suffer, die, and rise
again from the dead, and, secondly, that Jesus
is this Messiah. The tense implies that the argu-
ment was resumed in one session after another.
We know from many testimonies that discus-
sions were allowed in the synagogue, Gospel
instances of it are Matt. 12, 10; Luke 4. 21-24;

P oy
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John 6. 59. During the time, long or short, that
Paul labored in Thessalonica he received sup-
plies from Philippi, about a hundred miles away.
See Phil. 4. 16. How long the time was we
do not know.

4. Some of them Dbelicved [“were per-
suaded”]. “Some” Jews, but a great multitude,
as presently we shall see, of Gentiles. When,
a few months later, Paul wrote to the Chris-
tians of Thessalonica he thought of them col-
lectively as Gentiles, “Ye turned from idols,”
he says, “to serve the living God;” and his two
epistles to them are exceptionally free from
scriptural quotations. Consorted (closely as-
sociated themselves) with Paul and Silas. And
thus a Church was formed. Devout Greeks.
“Worshiping” Greeks; Gentiles who regularly
worshiped with the Jews. (See note above.)
Chief women. Women of high social rank.
“The position of women in Macedonia seems to
have been exceptional,” and contrasted sharply
with that of the women of Athens and Corinth.
Their prominence in Christian work in Philippi,
Thessalonica, and Berea, is especially noted in
the Acts.

5. Which believed not. These words, while
accurately descriptive, are in few of the early
manuscripts, and consequently are omitted from
the Revision, Moved with envy [“jealousy"].
They were maddened by the encouragement
given to the Christians by persons of rank, and
feared that their own position was about to he
undermined, Certain lewd fellows of the baser
sort [“certain vile fellows of the rabble"].
Literally, “loafers around the market.” The
phrase may refer to the employment of con-
temptible pettifoggers to present the case before
the city rulers, or, more probably, to the street
ruffians they took with them as a threat. Gath-
ered a company. “Gathering a crowd.” Set all
the city on an uproar, Made a disturbance, and
then charged it against the apostles of peace,
Assaulted the house of Jason. Where Paul and
Silas lodged. If this is the brother referred to
in Rom. 16. 21, he was a kinsman of Paul. 7The
people. The public assembly,

6. Found them not. Probably they had
been warned of the mob’s approach. Drew.
“Dragged.” The rulers of the city.  “Polit-
archs.” Luke always uses the accurate title for
public officials. Asiarchs, chiliarchs, prators,

proconsuls, politarchs, each come into history
in their proper places. This is very notable, for
such titles varied greatly throughout the Roman
. world. The title politarchs is not mentioned in
~ . classical literature nor elsewhere in the Serip-

[Jan, 18,

ture; but it has been traced in an ancient in-
scription on the Egnatian Way, where it enters
Thessalonica, and the entablature containing
the names of the politarchs is now in the British
Museum. These that have turned the world
upside down are come hither also. Among many
suggestions that spring from this remarkable
sentence is the astonishing wide reach of the
influence already exerted by IPaul and his asso-
ciates in an age when there were no newspapers
and when travel was difficult,

7. Whom Jason hath received. And there-
fore is responsible for their misdeeds. The de-
erces of Cwsar. The imperial laws. Another
king, one Jesus. This accusation could hardly
have heen sincerely formulated. It took in one
half of Paul's teaching concerning Jesus: but
omitted the important fact that “His kingdom
is not of this world.” It was an accusation very
liable to have serious results for the accused, for
“The law of treason had been gradually con-
centrated upon the emperor alone, as the im-
personation of the sovereign people, and the
definition of the crime was loose and elastic.”—
Merivale, \

8. Both the people [“multitude”] and the
rulers were troubled by this turn of affairs. If
treason really had sprung up in Thessalonica it
would be bad for all of them.

9. Taken security. Not what we now call
“bail,” to assure the presence of the accused for
trial; but “a pledge of money to be forfeited if
any disturbance occurred.” The other. “The
rest.”

10. Immediately sent away. Paul intended
to return when the excitement was over; but
his enemies made this impossible. 1 Thess., 2.
18: 3. 2. By night. For safety's sake. Berea
was a small town, about fifty miles or so away,
Paul finds here Jews and a synagogue, and im-
mediately begins to unfold the Gospel,

11. More noble. They were without that
vicious “contempt by anticipation” which always
“precludes investigation.” Searched, *“Exam-
ining,” with open minds, the prophecies to
which Paul constantly appealed. Daily. Con-
stantly., The profitable way to study the Bible,

12. Therefore. Because of their candid ex-
amination of the Scriptures, Honorable women
which were Greeks. “Greek women of honor-
able estate.” (See note on verse 4.)

But the bitter-spirited Jews of Thessalonica
followed Paul to Berea, and again he was forced
o retreat. But with Paul every retreat was a
forward movement.
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HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verses 1-4. Preaching at Thessalonica and
the result, 1. A synagogue in a city was a
signal for Paul to stop and proclaim the Gospel
message. “As his custom was,” he attended
the synagogue service. It had become a habit
with him, and when the hour of service drew
nigh he found himself almost irresistibly drawn
in that direction. He was not an occasional at-
tendant, but was regularly there, Every lover
of Christ should form the habit of always at-
tending the church service unless providentially
hindered. Attendance at the preaching service
is more important than being present at the
Sunday school.

2. Paul “reasoned with them from the Serip-
tures.” He did not bring before them his own
philosophy or speculations about life and the
future, He proclaimed the truth spoken by the
Lord, which was given him to publish. There is
great power in the truth thus presented. In
his reasoning he “opened” the Scriptures and
set before (“alleged”) them the fundamental
truths of the Gospel. IHe preached Jesus and
his resurrection as having been taught by the
Old Testament Scriptures, and ended by declar-
ing “that this Jesus, whom,” said he, “I pro-
claim unto you, is the Christ.” Note with refer-
ence to Paul's teaching here : (a) It was scrip-
tural; (b) It was explanatory and argumenta-
tive; (¢) At the last it was positive and em-
phatic—*This is the Christ.”

3. The result of his labors—*“some were per-
suaded.” We may gather two or three lessons
from the facts of this revival : (a) Such preach-
ing as Paul did at Thessalonica always results
in the conversion of some of the hearers. Why
do we not have more of it? (b) The genuine-
ness of the conversions is attested by the fact
that they “consorted with Paul and Silas,” that
is, cast in their lot with them, boldly adopting
the Christian life and manner with all its priva-
tions, and even dangers, at that time. (¢) Again,
as in the last two lessons, we find women prom-
inont #moug (ke converts. In all the Christian
ages women have constituted a very important
element in the Church.

5-9. The uproar made by the opposition.,
1. The foundation of the uproar was “jealousy.”
The new doctrine of Paul and Silas ran counter
to many of the teachings of the Jews. They
saw the “devout Greeks a great multitude, and
of the chief women not a few,” accepting the
Christian faith. This aroused their jealousy
and they gesolved to be avenged. How much
of the mischief perpetrated in society, in busi-
mess, in the church, originates in Jjealousy !

When tempted to oppose another in any way, or
even to offer a word of criticism, it is well to
stop and ask ourselves whether our course is not
prompted by jealousy.

2. They made use of “the rabble,” with whom
they would have disdained to be associated un-
der other circumstances. These “vile fellows of
the rabble” were loafers about the market place
who had no occupation and were ready for any
adventure that might be presented under cir-
cumstances sufficiently exciting. These Jews
would have nothing to do with them except
when they had some “dirty work” to be done.
On questions of importance in the social, busi-
ness, or ecclesiastical world they would not con-
sult them for a moment. Even Herod and
Pilate could be made friends when Jesus was
before them for trial,

3. The unreasonableness of the rabble. These
evidences are worthy of consideration. (a) They
attack the house of Jason, who probably enter-
tained them, and in whose house the converts
may have had a meeting place, But they stop
not here, Not finding the strangers, they “drag”
Jason and “certain brethren” (doubtless some
of those converted during the revival) “before
the rulers of the city.”  Outbreaks against
Christianity in heathen countries have not usn-
ally ended with mobbing the missionaries,
Many times native Christians have suffered even
more than the foreigners themselves, This was
the case during the “Boxer” troubles in China,
(b) They declare that Paul and Silas “have
turned the world upside down.” While attempt-
ing in this to charge them with sedition, they
unconsciously pay a high tribute to their labors.
Whedon says, “The world is wrong side up, and
needs to be turned upside down to be brought
right side up.” We have in these words of the
crowd an indication of the widespread influence
which the preaching of the Gospel bad exerted,
(¢) They falsely accuse them of treason against
Rome, of “saying that there is another king, one
Jesus.,” How easy it is to quote one's very
words and at the same time make him say what
he has not said! Yes, Jesus is King, but in no
such sense as this seditious crowd would have :
the ruler believe, The kingship of Jesus will
not interfere with the reign of Cwsar, for his
“kingdom is not of this world.” The howling
mob is trying to impress the rulers that it comes
in the interests of public peace. Every one
of them is a patriot! If the Jews who insti-
gated the uproar had told the truth, if they had
simply said that they had come to take ven-
geance on these men because they had set up a
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rival religion in their city, they would have  the other. These Bereans did not believe super-
been heard at all. But with this stupe: lie  stitiously, They gave reverent and thoughtful
on their lips “they troubled the multitu id attention to the message proclaimed, and then

the rulers of the city.”

10-12. Among the Bereans. 1. The depar-
ture of Paul and Silas “by night” need not be
regarded as evidence of cowardice or failure or
anything akin to either. We must keep in mind
that the magistrates “had taken security of
Jason and the rest,” and the presence of these
men in the city was liable to start another up-
roar and bring the little band of believers into
trouble,

2. The Bereans have become world-famous
because they were noble-minded. This trait con-
sisted in (@) their willingness to consider calm-
ly what was told them, and (b) their thorough
investigation of the truths presented.

3. The Bereans are a type of what all
devout persons ought to be. (a) They gave in-
terested and close attention to the truth as it
was presented, and thus helped the preacher in
presenting it, A ‘“good listener” greatly im-
proves the preaching. There is inspiration in
the expectant attention of the congregation, and
if a man ever can preach it is under such con-
ditions. (b) They studied the truths they had
heard from the Scriptures, to see “whether these
things are so.” While they were ready recipi-
‘ents of the truth, they did not blindly and super-
stitiously accept what they heard without in-
vestigation, They exercised the vight of private
judgment, “examining the Scriptures daily.”
There has been a great revival in Bible study
in recent years, and enthusiasm has been awak-
ened in a marked degree, Bible schools have
been established ; Bible classes have been formed
in connectlon with every kind of benevolent or
religious enterprise; many schools have taken
up Bible study ; and the Sunday school numbers
its Bible students by the millions. But still
there is great need of more and more thorough
Bible study. Only yesterday, in conversation
with an intelligent business man who tried to
tell me about a very striking revival sermon he
had heard, I found him unable to quote a very
familiar text from the Sermon on the Mount.

. This ignorance of the word is widespread, even

among Christians and Sunday school scholars.
Let every Christian become a Berean. (¢) The
inevitable result of such hearing and investiga-
tion always will be just what it was there,
“many of them believed.” The most common

and most fruitful cause of infidelity is the fact
that men will not investigate. Study of the
truth after this manner guards against blind
superstition on the one hand and infidelity on

compared it carefully with the teachings of the
Scriptures.  Finding complete agreement be-
tween the two, they were convinced and forced
to believe. So will be every sincere soul that
follows their example in hearing and investi-
gating.

13-15. Paul's departure to Athens. 1. It
the servants of God were as zealous in their la-
bors in behalf of his kingdom as the emissaries of
Satan are in trying to tear it down, much more
would be accomplished in the right direction,
The Thessalonian Jews could not permit such a
work as was going on at Berea to remain un-
molested, so “they came thither, stirring up and
troubling the multitude.”

2. But the zeal of his opponents caused them
to overreach themselves. Paul was driven out
of the quiet and more obscure Berea to more
populous centers, The Gospel message found
new hearers, and the seed was sown in broader
fields,

Thoughts for Young People.
CHRISTIANITY ESSENTIALLY THE SAME THROUGH
THE CENTURIES.

1. The means used to produce faith (or per-
suasion) are now almost the same as those em-
ployed at first—at least in Thessalonica and
many other places. To preach Christ is to rea-
son out of the Scripture, to lay out the matter
as it seems to ourselves, to press it home upon
all whom it concerns; to remonstrate, expostu-
late, entreat, and then to leave the issue with
God. The passage shows us along what line
the reasoning usually went. It went toward
proving out of the Scriptures that Jesus is
Christ. We do not now need to pursue formally
the same line of argument, unless as against
Jews, who hold to their own Secriptures and re-
ject our Christian conclusion, Substantially,
however, our course is the same; our reason-
ings, our openings of Scripture, our allegations
all tend Christward,

2. The faith itself is the same as at the be-
ginning. Faith in Christ—in Christ the suf-
ferer, the death-destroyer, the life-giver, the
Redeemer of all trusting men,

8. The outward result of this faith or per-
suasion is, to some cxtent, the same as at first,
and ought to be much more so than it is. They
consorted with Paul and Silas. It must always
be good to consort with good men, It must
always be good to be associated l:‘cluoly as
possible with a good cause. It must be good
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to escape from an equivocal position, It must
be good to remove farther from danger, It
must be good to obey divine commandment,
(Raleigh.)

Teaching Hints for Int diate Classes,

Note: At the very beginning of the quarter
the teacher should begin to prepare for Review
Sunday. Tell the pupils that our review will
be focused.around the five places brought to our
attention in this quarter's lessons, namely,
Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens, Corinth, and
Ephesus. Have them write in their notebooks
below the application of each lesson the name
of the place prominent in connection with that
lesson, and one word that will recall a central
figure of truth of that lesson. For example,
to-day’s review words will be “Thessalonica”
and “Bible.” For the review words of the other
lessons see the end of STUDY IN ADVANCE for
each lesson,

SURROUNDINGS,

Time. A. D, 52, during Paul's second mis-
sionary journey.

Places. Take the map and point out Amphip-
olis and Apollonia, through which the mission-
aries passed on their way to Thessalonica, where
the preaching of Paul produced such a tumult
that he and Silas were sent by night to Berea.
Point out also both of these places.

INTRODUCTION.

This lesson is easily connected with the one
for January 4. Briefly review the four pictures
of that lesson, then have the pupils open their
Bibles and follow the text while one of them
reads aloud Acts 16, 85-40,

Now ask : Did you ever know of persons who
were released from prison and then did things
similar to those for which they had been sent
to jail? This will bring out the fact that
criminals frequently go from jail to engage at
once in those practices which had caused their
arrest. We are now going to talk about two
men who were not afraid to do the very things
which had led to their being beaten and im-
prisoned. Let us look at four buildings brought
to our attention in our

LESSON TEXT.

1. A Bynagogue. Ask: Who knows what a
synagogue is? (Question on the pupils’ home
study.) Where was this one? What stranger
went into this synagogue? How often? What
did he do? What three things did he affirm
concerning Jesus? What was the result?

2. A House. Who lived in this house? Who
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were entertained here? Who assaulted the
house? Why? What did the mob do to the
missionaries? Why?

3. A Judgment Hall. Who sat in Jjudgment
here? Who was brought to these rulers? What
charge was made against Jason? What did the
mob cry out that the missionaries had done?
What did the rulers do with Jason?

4. Another Synagogue. Where was this syna-
gogue? What visitors came into this syna-
gogue? How had they gotten here? In what
respect were the Jews of Berea more noble than
those of Thessalonica? What was the result
of their searching the Scriptures?

Note: Instead of asking the questions first,
the teacher may have the pupils draw on their
pads, one at a time, outlines of the four build-
ings, and may then vividly pietore the scenes
enacted therein (as suggested in the Hints for
January 4), and often add questions concerning
the pictures,

APPLICATION.

Bring to the class a small lantern. Ask: For
what are lanterns used? Among the answers
some will suggest that they are used by per-
sons in the country to see the way on dark
nights. Talk about this for some time. Then
ask: What lantern is there that every one
needs? When some one has answered, “The

_Bilnle." have each member of the class repeay

in turn the Golden Text. Then show the pupily
how the Bible furnishes light for our guidance
over all the dark paths and dangerous places
of our journey to heaven,
Ask all who will to print and to keep thig
resolution :
DAILY I WILL READ

THE BIBLE

FOR LIGHT AND GUIDANCE,

The teacher should be prepared to tell the
class how to read the Bible, and should write
out a list of texts suited to the needs of the vne
dividual pupil, which he or she may marh 'n
his or her Bible.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask the pupils to read the whole of the B,rst
Epistle to the Thessalonians during the wwek,
and to be able on next Sunday to turn to \¢ In
their Bibles and to tell what epistle precedes it
and what one follows it. Also ask them to lemsn
the answers to the following questions :

‘Who wrote the epistle?

Where? When? Why?

Review words, “Thessalonica” and “Bible.™




56 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

By Way of Illustration,

The itinerant missionaries, Can we conceive
what their procedure was like in the towns they
visited? As we picture them entering any place
we naturally think of them as the most impor-
tant personages in it; to us their entry is as
august as if they had been carried on a chair
of victory. Very different, however, was the
reality. They entered a town as quietly and
unnoticed as any two strangers who may walk
into one of our towns any morning. Their first
care was to get a lodging; and then they had
to seek for employment, for they worked at
their trade wherever they went. Nothing could
be more commonplace, Who could dream that
this travel-stained man, going from one tent-
maker's door to another, seeking for work, was
carrying the future of the world beneath his
robe. When the Sabbath came they would cease
from toil and go to the synagogue. They joined
in the psalms and prayers and listened to the
Seriptures.  After this the elder might ask if
anyone present had any words to speak. This
was Paul's opportunity, He would arise and
begin to speak. At once the audience recognized
the accents of the cultivated rabbi, Taking up
the passages which had been read, he would
show that the Messiah had come—that he had
been crucified and had risen from the dead. We
can easily imagine the sensation produced by
such a sermon. During the week it would be-
come the talk of the town, and the next Sab-
bath the synagogue would be crowded with Jews
and Gentiles, Paul would declare that salvation
was as free to Gentiles as to Jews, and this was
the signal for the Jews to contradict and blas-
pheme. The Jews would stir up a mob and in a
storm of tumult the messengers would be swept
out of the town. This happened in Antioch in
Pisidia, and was repeated at Thessalonica and
at many other places.—Dr. James Stalker,

Verses 5-9, “Christ crucified, unto the Jews a
stumbling-block.” There are two ways of treat-
ing a seed. The botanist splits it up and dis-
courses on its curious characteristics and de-
stroys it ; the simple husbandman eats and SOWS,
sows and eats. There are two ways of treating
the Gospel. A critic dissects it and discusses
it; he neither lives on it himself nor spreads
it for the good of his meighbors; he neither
eats nor sows. The disciple of Jesus, hunger-
ing for righteousness, takes the seed ; it is bread
for to-day's hunger, and seed for to-morrow’s
supply.

Verses }, 12. “Chief women,” “honorable wom-
en.” A prominent feature of the work in Mace-

donia was the part taken in it by women. Amid

[Jan, 18,

the general decay of religions throughout the
world at this period many women sought satis-
faction for their religious instincts in the syna-
gogue; and they pressed into the Christian
Church.  This was a prophecy of the happy
change in the lot of woman which Christianity
was to produce. A man owes much to Christ,
but a woman owes still more, IHe has delivered
her from being man's slave and plaything and
raised her to be his friend and equal, The first
convert in Europe was a woman—DLydia. The
change in her and the change in that poor slave
girl of Philippi whom Paul restored to sanity
prefigured what woman was to become under
the influence of Christianity,

Verse 11. “Scarched the Seriptures daily.”
You cannot read the Bible as you do other
books. I visited Mr, Prang's chromo establish-
mert in Boston and saw the process of printing
a picture of some public man. The first stone
made hardly an impression on the paper, The
second stone showed no sign of change. The
third showed no sign. The fifth and sixth
showed only outlines of a man's head. On the
tenth the man's face, chin, and forehead ap-
peared. The fifteenth and twentieth looked like
a dim picture, The twenty-eighth impression
stood forth as natural as life, It looked as
though it would speak to you, So carefully and
prayerfully read the word of God—read the
same chapter again and again—and the twenty-
eighth time Christ Jesus will shine forth.—
Moody.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

In the agitations of religious thought at pres-
ent we see the same difference as that between
the Thessalonians and Bereans, Thessalonians
were sure the new teaching would turn the
world upside down, and were determined to
drive it out and banish the teachers. The
Bereans searched the Scriptures for themselves
and made up their own minds as to the sound-
ness of the doctrine, Therefore—put great em-
phasis on the word “therefore”—they came to a
settled faith not built upon St. Paul or any
other man, nor disturbed by questions or con-
tentions; a faith that rested upon the word of
God interpreted to them by the Holy Spirit.
There are some now who fear the foundations
are giving way because research and learning
are throwing new light upon the dear old book,
And some are indeed letting go of tueir precious
heart faith because, they say, men differ in
Bible interpretation so that one does not know
what to believe. The remedy for all this is the
Berean method, to “Search the Scriptures daily
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whether these things are so.” Do not take your
teaching through human channels. Find for
yourself what God says and let the IToly Spirit
be your teacher,

If you doubt whether this book is truly God's
word search it and see. No argument is so con-
vincing as the word itself. It is impossible to
read it prayerfully, with sincere desire to know
the truth, and not see that it is a book unlike
all others, Is it not reasonable to believe that
the God who made us and sent us into the
world would in some certain way make known
to us his will? The soul's questions, Who is
God? Who am 1?7 Whence came 1?7 Whither
am I going? are answered only in this book.

“The wise men are ashamed, they are dis-
couraged and taken: lo, they have rejected the
word of the Lord; and what wisdom is in
them?”’ 1 am sometimes asked, “IHow shall I
read my Bible to get real help from it?” Really,
I.do not know how to answer except to say,
“Read it.” For spiritual food and enlighten-
ment, which is its chief purpose and value, no
“system” devised by another has ever been of
service to me. My experience is, “Thy words
were found and I did eat them; and thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.”
How did I find them? By reading chapter after
chapter with the references from Genesis to

Revelation, and “learning them by lll’ﬂl't"—v

which is a better way to express it than to say
“committing to memory.” How did I “eat” them?
By prayer that the Holy Spirit would reveal
their meaning in my inmost soul. Many times,
alone, I have bowed my head over my Bible with
grateful tears for the rich revelations of love
and grace. Not interested in it? Would you
say you were not interested in a lantern if you
walked a narrow path beside a precipice on a
dark night? The Bible is a lamp to guide you
through the uncertain ways of this life to the
safety and glory of the life everlasting. You
cannot find your way without it, I have some-
where read these suggestions for getting prac-
tical help from it at special times; I give them
to you, but I hope you will search it daily to
learn what courage and peace it will give you
at all times and in a1 places:

“If you are.downhearted read Psa. 27. If you
feel lonesome or unprotected read Psa. 91. If
yon are out of sorts, read Heb. 12, If people
pelt you with hard words read John 15, If you
are losing faith in men read 1 Cor. 13. If you
don’t know where to look for the month’s rent
read Psa. 837. If the stovepipe has fallen down,
and the cook goes off in a pet, put the stovepipe
up, wash your hands, and read the third chap-
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ter of James.” When the shadow falls across
your door as the messenger comes to take the
dearest of all from your home read John 14 and
Rev. 22, 1-7, .and the shadows will melt away in
the light of heaven.

‘The Teachers’ Meeting,

As we have remarked elsewhere, this story in
all its parts is so interrelated, both in its inci-
dents and in its teachings, that the class which
“does not get through with it” might almost as
well not have begun. So the time for class study
should be carefully divided, and the division
scrupulously  followed. .. .Consider the three
classes which met Paul in Thessalonica and
Berea, Opponents, Believers, and Inquirers, and
study their modern representatives, (There is
room here for personal application.)....Study
the adaptability of Paul—"All things to all
men.” Study his holy antagonism to vice and
prejudice, his tender nurture of inexperienced
Christianity, his respectful and patient waiting
for the results of others’ honest inquiry....
What this lesson teaches concerning the advan-
tages of Church membership. What it teaches
about the duty of Bible study; and about the
proper way to study the Bible. What it teaches
about those who hate the Gospel ; and about the
sure providential direction of those whose lives
are devoted to Christian enterprise,

Man's similitude to the invisible God argues
his free will—the power to do or not to do
which rests with the human will. The exercise
of this transcendent power is exemplified con-
tinually in our own lives in outcome of good
or evil. [Here again the scene is before us,
where the message of God is faithfully pre-
sented, some receiving and some vejecting the

life it offered. Our responsibility is confirmed, =




and we are left without excuse, by the fact that
God’s word makes our duty unmistakably plain.
Let those who seek after God search his own
word with sincere prayer, and conviction is cer-
tain to follow.

Coloring.—Book, cream; words, red and
white ; other wording, yellow and dark blue,

Library References,
" THESSALONICA.—Iverach, St Paul, chap. viii.
% Taylor, Paul the Missionary (Index), Ramsay,
. St. Paul the Traveler, pages 226-235. Finlay,
Byzantine and Greck Empires, vol. i, page 315
vol. ii, pages 182, 264, ¢07. Bibliotheca Sacra,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Study also verses 1-13, Read the epistle.]

e 1 Thess. 5. 14-28. [ Commit to memory versex 16-18,]
E 14 Now we exhort you brethren, warn them
that are unruly, comfagt the feeble-minded, sup-
port the weak, be patient toward all men,

e that none render evil for evil unto any
man; but ever follow that which is good, both
among yourselves, and to all men,

Rejoice evermore,
17 Pray without ceasing.
18 In everything give thanks: for this is the
will of God in Christ Je'sus concerning you,
uench not the Spirit.
20 Despise not prophesyings.
21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is

good.

22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.

23 And the very God of peace sanctify you
wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body Jm’served blameless unto the
cowning of our Lord,Je'sus Christ,

1 24 Iaithful is he that calleth you, who also
will do it,

25 Brethren, Era,v for us. L

i 20 Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.
'y 27 I charge i{ou by the Lord that this epistie
: be read unto ail the holy brethren,

The grace of our’ Lord Je'sus Christ be
with you, Amen,

L
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vol. xi, page 830; vol. xviii, page 845. The
Bible dictionaries.

BEREA.—The Lives of Paul and the Bible
dictionaries.

BisLe Stupy.—Clifford, Moule, and others,
Hints on Bible Study. Adeney, How to Read
the Bible. Sell, Bible Ntudy by Books.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 6.—Spurgeon, C. H.,, Sermons, vol. v,
page 402,

Verse T.—The Pulpit, London, vol. xv, page
40,

Verse 11.—Burton, Christian Life and Truth,
page 196. The Princeton Pulpit, page 293, The
Homiletie Monthly, vol, viii, page 309,

—

LESSON IV. Paul’s Counsel to the Thessalonians, [Jan. 25,
GOLDEN TEXT, Hold fast that which is good, 1 Thess, 5. 21,

AMERICAN REVISED VERSION.*

14 And we exhort you, brethren, admonish
the disorderly, encourage the fainthearted, sup-
port the weak, he longsuffering toward all.
15 See that none render unto any one evil for
evil; but always follow after that which is good,
one toward another, and toward all. 16 Rejoice
always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in every-
thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus to you-ward. 19 Quench not the
Spirit; 20 despise not prophesyings; 21 prove
all things ; hold fast that which is good ; 22 ab-
stain from every form of evil,

23 And the God of peace himself sanctify
you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and
body be preserved entire, without blame at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 24 Faithful
is he that calleth you, who will also do it.

25 Brethren, pray for us.

26 Salute all the brethren with a holy kiss,
27 I adjure you by the Lord that this epistle
be read unto all the brethren,

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you.

Time and Place.—The First Epistle to
the Thessalonians was written by Paul in the
winter of A. D. 52, from Corinth. it is prob-
ably the first book in order of time in the New
Testament, and the first of Paul's inspired con-
- tributions to the Scriptures,

Home Readings,
‘M. Paul's Counsel to the Thessalonians, 1
Thess. 5. 14-28,
Tu. The unruly., 2 Thess, 3, 6-18,

.'.'t'mhlnmnl Revision, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelson

W. Good for evil. Rom, 12, 9-21,
Th. Well doing. Gal, 6. 1-10,
F. Giving thanks. Col. 3, 12-17.
8. Prayer for sanctification. John 17. 5-17.
8. Kept by God. Jude 17-25,

Lesson Hym s,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 132,

All praise to our redeeming Lord
0 joins us by his grace,

[Jan. 25.
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New Canadian Hymnal, No. 439,
Take time to be holy,
Speak oft with thy Lord;
Abide in him always,
And feed on his word,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 161,
When Jesus comes to reward his servants,
Whether it be noon or night,
Faithful to him will he find us watching,
With our lamps all trimmed and bright ?

Questions for Senior Scholars,

Give some account of the church at Thessa-
lonica.

What need was there of this epistle?

Among the Pauline epistles where in point
of order of writing does this one stand?

Where was it written?

When?

What are the traits of the .Christian put
negatively? put positively?

For what kind of sanctification does the apos-
tle pray?

Upon what ground is the realization of the
ideal of Christian character affirmed to be pos-
sible?

Ousstioas. S Tk diate Schal

1. The Duty of Christians among Themselves
(v. 14, 15).

To whom are these words addressed ?

What three classes of persons in the church
are mentioned?

What treatment was each to receive?

What epirit was to be shown ‘o everyone?

How is bad treatment from others to be met?
2. Some Bhort but Very Precious Advices

(v. 16-22),

When should Christians rejoice?

‘What is the time to pray?

What things should cause thanksgiving?

What is God’s will for his people?

How should the Holy Spirit be received?

What regard should be given to Christian
teaching?

What should be tested?

For what purpose?
3. The Complete Christian (v. 22-24),

What should be done in regard to the various
forms of evil?

Whose prayer is given?

For whom was it offered?

To whom is it addressed?

For what does it ask?

What kind of life is asked for?

For how long?

Who will answer this prayer?

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

4. Closing Words (v. 25-28),
What request does Paul make for himself?
What courtesy was to be remembered?
For whom was this epistle intended?
What benediction closes?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

What did Paul form at Thessalonica? A
Christian church.

Of what three classes of people?

Had they a New Testament? No.

Why? It was not yet written.

What did Paul do? He wrote them two let-
tera,

What are they called? .

Where was he when he wrote them? In
Corinth, .

What was Paul to these Christians?
spiritual father,

Why did he love them? He had the love of
Christ.

What does he tell the strong? To be good to
the weak.

What to the impatient? 7o be “patient to-
ward all men.”

What to all?
thanks,

How does he tell them to choose the right?
“Prove all things.”

What is the GoLpEN TexT?

What is his prayer? That they may be kept
pure until Christ comes.

‘The Lesson Catechism,
(For the entire school.)

1. What is the GoLpEN Text? “Hold fast,”
ete. .

2. How are we to hold fast the good in our
church? By holy living, good advice, sympathy.
and patience. .

3. How are we to hold fast that which is
good in our own hearts? By doing good, and
constantly rejoicing, praying, and giving thanks.

4. How are we to hold fast that which is good
in society? By abstaining from every form of
evil,

5. What is the meaning of holding fast that
which is good? Entire sunctification.

The Church Catechism.,

10. How many persons are there in the God-
Read? In the Godhead there are three persons:
God the Fauher, God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost ; and these three are one God, the
same in substance, equal in power and glory.

Matthew 28, 19,

Their

To rejoice, pray, and give
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THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Christian Rules for Christian Conduct.

L Epiry THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERIIOOD,
Warn unruly, comfort feeble-minded, support
weak, be patwent, v, 14,
Edify one another, even as also ye do.
1 Thess. 5. 11.
Esteem them very highly in love for their
work's sake. 1 Thess. 5. 13.
IL. Tue GorLveN RULE.
Lver follow that which is good. v. 15.
Whatsoever ye would that men should do
to you, do ye even so to them. Matt, 7,12,
See that none render evil for evil unto any
man. 1 Thess. 5. 15,

111, CoNsTANCY IN RELIGION,
Rejoice evermore; pray without ceasing; in
cverything give thanks, v, 16-18,
Having done all, stand. Eph. 6, 13,
Be sober, be vigilant. 1 Pet, 5, 8,
Give earnest heed to the things which we
have heard. Heb. 2. 1,
IV. DePEND ON THE HoLy Spirir,
Quench not ; despise not. v, 19, 20,
Your young men shall see visions, and your
old men shall dream dreams. Acts 2. 17,
Tarry until ye be endued with power from
on high. Luke 24, 49,

EXPLANATORY NOTES,

Like Lesson II, Lesson 1V is introduced parenthetically, and its relation to the lessons preceding and
following is due to the law of association rather than to chronology. 1If the chronological order were fol-
lowed this lesson would come immediately after Lesson VI, The epistle from which it is taken was written
by Paul to the church which he founded at Thessalonica, according to our lesson of last Sunday. It was
written in Corinth, not many months after Paul had parted from his Thessalonian converts, The first
thirteen verses of 1 Thess. 5 should be studied carefully in connection with this lesson. They follow a pro-

phetic description of the second coming of our Lord

» Which the apostle compares, in its unexpectedness, to

the stealthy approach of a burglar at night. Those whose bad hearts cause them to dread the Lord will be
comforting themselves because of his absence up to the very moment of his coming, and will be saying,
““ Peace and safety *’ when sudden destruction shall come to them. But Christians have no fear ; they rejoice
in their Saviour’s nearness, however manifested, for they are the children of light and of the day. It is in
darkness that burglars are feared, but we are not of the night nor of darkness. As children of moral and
spiritual light we must not spend our hours in sleep, ignoring moral and religious duties, but, like soldiers,
shielded by faith and love and helmeted with the hope of salvation, we are to make determined stand
against all evil, for we have been * appointed to salvation,” a salvation secured by the life and death of our
Lord Jesus Christ. * Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also yedo.”

Verses 14, 15. Here are simple rules for
the Christian’s conduct toward his fellow-men,
whether church members or those outside the
Church. The unruly [*“disorderly”] members he
is to warn [“admonish”]. Paul had been absent
from the Thessalonians only a few months,
Hearing that disorder had arisen in the church
he naturally turns first (verse 12) to the official
members to reestablish discipline; then (verse
14), addressing all the brethren, he “exhorts”
them to sustain the authorities of the church
and to see that order is properly enforced.
Paul’s conception of disorder would include both
erratic creed and forbidden behavior., To pro-
claim beliefs that are antagonistic to the estab-
lished teachings of the church of which one is
a member is not only an ecclesiastica! misde-
meanor, it is a sin. And it is often overlooked
by public opinion where inconsistent behavior
is reproved. The Christian is to comfort the
feeble-minded, that is, to “encourage the faint-

i3 hearted.” Our English word “encourage” means

to “enhearten;” “to put heart into;” and the
Greek word for “feeble-minded” means “little
soul” or “little heart.” After bringing back into
the ranks those out of line, we are to show the
rank and file that they are capable of stronger,
holier work than they ever dreamed of. This
is true of most church members, - It was with
profound Knowledge of human nature that our
Lord told the story of the burial of the talent,
charging that crime rather to the one-talented
man than to the many talented. In financial
liberality, perhaps, as a rule the one-talented
people do as well and sometimes better than
those blessed with wealth, but in almost every
other sphere of Christian activity, those who
are not brilliantly endowed are tempted to faint-
heartedness, to persuade themselves that they
need not attempt Christian work because they
cannot do it as well as some rare sanctified
genius.  Support the weak. “Carry” them, But
the average Christian needs not so much to be
carried, as to be encouraged. Be patient toward

[Jan, 25,
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all men. “Be long-suffering toward all.”
“Whether they try you by their presumption or
by their timidity, by rude aggressiveness or by
simple incapacity.,” See that nonc render evil
for evil unto any man. This was written to a
group of Christians who had been gathered from
the midst of a heathen population, and lived
among those who persecuted them for righteous-
ness’ sake, Hver follow that which is good,
both among yourselves and to all men [“one
toward another, and toward all”]. Goodness
here is not only beneficence, but includes what
is absolutely morally good (Rom. 2. 10; 7. 18;
Heb. 13. 21; 1 Pet. 3. 11).

This completes five rules for the maintenance
of Christian brotherhood.

16. IHere we turn to six rules for the per-
sonal conduct of the Christian. Rejoice ever-
more [“always”]. See Matt, 5. 10-12; Rom. 5.
3-5; 2 Cor. 12. 10; 1 Pet. 4. 12-14.

17. Pray without ceasing. Prayer in the
apostle’s view is a state, quite as much as an
act. Paul does not say, “Offer petitions with-
out ceasing,” for from the structure of man's
mind that would be imapossible. But “continue
in the spirit of prayer.” Our hearts are like
cups which, properly placed, are in constant re-
ceipt of the blessings which our beneficent God
constantly outpours; on the contrary, it is with-
in our power perversely to turn them (as was
the quaint fashion one hundred years ago with
teacups), so that whatever is poured over them
will flow outside.

18. In everything give thanks. Knowing
that “all things work together for good to them
that love God.” This is the will of God, not
thanksgiving only, but constancy, constant re-
joicing, ceaseless prayer, and unvarying thanks.
Concerning you. “To youward.”

19, 20. Quench not the Spirit. Despise not
prophesyings. On the one hand Paul directs
us to admonish the disorderly ; but, on the other,
to be careful, when novel experiences come, that
in our efforts to be orderly and well disciplined
we do not suppress the utterances of the mind
of God. In Paul's day, as in ours, there were
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fanatics in the church, and there was danger
lest their vagaries should be taken too seriously ;
but there was quite as much danger that the
actual utterances of the mind of God might be
ignored. We should not suppress the Divine
Spirit in ourselves or in others,

21. Prove all things; hold fast that which
i8 good. Test all things; discriminate wisely
in the fear of God. One of the utterances of
Jesus which, though not preserved in the Gos-
pels, come down to us by venerable tradifion
and have every appearance of being genuine,
is, “Show yourselves approved money-changers,
rejecting some things but holding fast the
good.”

22, Abstain from all appearance of evil.
“Every form of evil.” Never do evil that good
may come. Never indulge in the doubtful;
never in that which is not certainly right.

23. The very God of peace [“the God of peace
himself”] sanctify you wholly. That is, “sep-
arate you from things profane, and consecrate
you to God.” The whole church should be
sanctified. For I pray God the Revision
substitutes the simple word “may.” Spirit and
soul and body. The whole nature. Bach mcm-
ber of the church should be sanctified through-
out every part of his nature. Be preserved
blameless, “Entire, without blame.”

24. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also
will do it. True to his own nature, righteous
character and requirements, Not to be faithful
would be to deny himself,

25. Brethren, pray for us. Some ancient
authorities add, “as we pray for you, so do you
pray for us.” Paul's heart yearns for Chris-
tian sympathy.

26. Greet. “Salute,” A kiss was a common
sign of affection in meeting and in parting. It
was given on the cheek and not on the lips.

27. Charge. “Adjure.”” Omit “holy.” “This
strong appeal may perhaps be explained by a
suspicion on Paul's part that a wrong use might
be made of his name and authority so that it
was important that his view should be made
to all.”—AM. R. Vincent.

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

1-11. The second coming of Christ. 1. The
time is not known, and speculation concerning
it is idle. Our Lord himself, in his humiliation,
said (Mark 13, 32) that “of that day or that
hour knoweth no one, not even the angels in
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father;” and
again, after his resurrection, he declared (Aects
1. 7), “It is not for you to know times or sea~
sons, which the Father hath set within his own

authority.” TIf Jesus and his apostles, and even
the angels, were not permitted to know the exact
time of the coming of “the day of the Lord,”"
why should we trouble ourselves about it?

2. Paul's readers had been sufficiently in-
formed on the subject before, namely, “that the
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the
night ;” and as this was all that could be known
about it further instruction was unnecessary.




There are, everywhere in the New Testament
writings, apparent two elements in the expected
coming of our Lord: (a) its uncertainty, and

(b) its suddenness,

3. The careless and unbelieving will keep on
saying “Peace and safety” when “sudden de-
struction” is coming upon them. What was
true of the Thessalonians of that day is true of
men and women of all nations to-day. While
the event here referred to is not the death of the
individual, practically it is such for everyone
who dies before our Lord’s coming. It is then
that his probation ends, the books are closed,
to be opened again at the judgment. But death
is liable to come at any moment, and, in fact,
does come to thousands “as a thief in the night,”
at the very moment “when they are saying,
Peace and safety,” but destruction comes in-
stead. Are you ready?

4. Paul's readers had been thoroughly in-
structed, hence they should act wisely, They were
“sons of light” and should not give themselves
up to nightly revelings, drunkenness, and de-
bauchery, There is danger now, just as there
was then, that a multitude who are well in-
formed in reference to religious duty will neglect
to put in practice what they know. Notwith-
standing the immanence of death they plunge
into sin and excesses of every kind, just as if
they expected to live forever,

5. But watchfulness is not enough to enable
us to ward off the dangers here. For our armor
of defense we are to put on the three Christian
graces, “faith,” “love,” and “the hope of salva-
tion.” And this “hope of salvation” is here
selected to point an exhortation to faithfulness,
since the design of the Father is to save the
faithful at the coming of his Son, and not to in-
flict “wrath.”

12-15. Proper attitude toward all in the
Church. 1. Those in authority. Our duty to-
ward them is twofold: (a) We are to know
them, that is, to recognize them in this relation,
rightly to estimate and appreciate them. (b) We
are to “esteem them exceeding highly in love for
their work’s sake.” QCivil magistrates have
power to compel obedience to their mandates by
physical force and punishments. Church offi-
cers can command respect only through the love
of those in the Church, and this it is the duty

“of every Christian to bestow upon them.

2. One another. The proper relation here is
“peace,” which can be general in the Church
only when there is a general and harmonious

recognition and loving esteem of all in authority,

8. Certain classes call for special treatment,
t seems best to regard these exhortations as
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addressed to all believers rather than to the
rulers in the Church. We see here no recog-

nition of a hierarchy, or any exclusively author--

itative official body to perform these duties.
(a) “Admonish the disorderly,” those who de
not keep their places in the ranks. This is the
first duty to such when disorder is manifest.
Then, if it is persisted in, more stringent meas-
ures are to be adopted. But let such admoni-
tions always be in love. (b) “Encourage the
faint-hearted.” There are a great many narrow-
souled, feeble, faltering Christians who need the
help and encouragement of the strong and brave
1o enable them to endure the strain of trial. It
is our duty to render them all the assistance
possible, and to bear with them patiently be-
cause of their weakness. (¢) “Support the
weak.” Just as we would minister to the phys-
ical needs of the sick or helpless, so ought we
to support those who are weak in faith and in
the other Christian graces, (d) “Be long-suffer-
ing toward all.” The very fact that we have
faults by reason of which others must exercise
patience should prompt us to be patient with
the faults of all others. Herein lies the superi-
ority of Christianity over “science” (so-called).
“Natural selection” destroys the weak and help-
less, and the “fittest” only are permitted to sur-
vive. Christianity cares for and nourishes the
weak and helpless and ready to perish, and thus
shows its origin to have been in heaven,

4. Follow after that which is good, not espe-
cially what is morally good, but rather what is
beautiful, what is good for him who receives it,
We must put ourselves in his place and con-
sider what would be good for us under like con-
ditions, After we have reached a conclusion a
most difficult duty often is to do what we recog-
nize to be “good toward all.” But at this point
we must not fail. An old writer has said, “To
requite good with evil is devilish : to requite evil
with evil is heathenish; to requite good with
good is commendable; to requite evil with good
is Christian,”

16-18. Christian joy. Herein is the remedy
for all pessimism, 1. “Rejoice alway.,” This
is not only a Christian privilege, something to
make one happy or pleased with his situation,
it is a Christian duty, something to make him
useful. And why should not the Christian re-
joice? God and Christ and the Holy Spirit and
heaven are his, together with as much of earthly
good as is wholesome for his immortal soul,
Barrow, in his sermon on this text, says, “If
we scan all the doctrines, all the institutions, all
the precepts, all the promises of Christianity,
will not each appear pregnant with matter of
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joy, will not each yield great reason and strong
obligation to this duty, of rejoicing evermore?”

2. And this rejoicing is to be accomplished
by unceasing prayer. It is the soul’s aspiration
after God, and consists, not in attitudes of body
or forms of words (however much these may
contribute at times to the spirit of prayer), but
rather in the yearnings of the soul Godward and
heavenward. And this is the very life of the
Christian, so that as well may the pulse cease
to beat and the body still live as the Christian
cease to pray and his soul life continue.

3. Thanksgiving is the other element in the
Christian joy here outlined. To the man whose
life is hid with Christ in God there can arise no
circumstance for which he may not be thankful,
for “all things work together for good” to him.
His losses, his crosses, and his failures, as well
as his victories and successes, are occasions for
thanksgiving. But he is not in the proper spir-
itual state to do this until sin and infirmity are
put behind him; then, however, he can live a
life of unceasing joy, gratitude, and devotion.

19-22. The proper attitude toward spiritual
gifts. 1. “Quench not the Spirit.” The Holy
Spirit is the abiding guest of every faithful be-
liever, and is the inspirer of the gifts here men-
tioned. He is represented as a fire which may
be quenched by repression, neglect, disobedience,
or sin.
well as in ourselves. It is better to tolerate
slight breaches of propriety, or of what a fas-
tidious world would call strict order, than to
put out the fire which comes from Leaven to fill
the soul.

2. “Despise not prophesyings.” Although we
often hear good people speak very carelessly of
their thoughts and utterances as inspired by the
Holy Spirit, and are sometimes tempted to re-
gard all such statements as unworthy of notice,
we should be careful not to “despise” that which
is really good.

3. “Prove all” these professed supernatural
gifts, or in the words of another apostle, “Prove
the spirits whether they are of God” (1 John
4.1). We should test them by the Scriptures,
the common opinion of the holy men of earth,
our own sense of propriety, and any other light
which circumstances may throw upon them.

4. Having tested them, each in turn, we are
to hold fast the good; and this is the very pur-
pose of our testing—that we may find out which
is good, and then hold it fast.

5. And, on the other hand, after the test has
been made, “abstain from every form of evil.”
We choose the good and reject the evil. The
injunction based on the common rendering of

We may quench the Spirit in others as -
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this text may be wise counsel, namely, “Abstain
from every appearance of evil;” but it is not
the exhortation here.

23, 24. Entire sanctification. 1. It is a state
of “peace.”” The counsels of the apostle from
the twelfth verse on have looked toward
“peace ;" and now “the God of peace himself” is
to accomplish this work of sanctification in
them,

2, It is a state of separateness from sin.
The very word “sanctify” means to set apart, to
separate from common to holy uses. Hence the
Christian who is sanctified is separated from sin
and dedicated unto holiness; and this is true in
a measure of every Christian,

3. It involves the entire being. The apostle
prays God to sanctify them “wholly.”” The
whole church is to be sanctified. Then the
apostle takes up the several parts of our nate~=,
the “spirit,” the “soul,” and the “body,” which
are to “be preserved entire;” and this means a
very high state of Christian grace. Kvery part
of the individual is to be sanctified.

4. It is attainable in this life, and ought to be
attained by every Christian; for (a) God who
is “faithful” “calleth” to it. (b) He “will also
do it.” (e) The sanctified believer is to “be
preserved entire, without blame at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”” But how could he
be so “preserved” who had not already attained?
This attainment is altogether too rare in the
Church to-day.

25-28. Closing admonitions. 1. The apos-
tle’s request suggests the importance of prayer
for spiritual leaders and teachers. The request
is not a mere form with Paul, but suggests a
real need.

2. The “kiss” was a common form of saluta-
tion in the East, and among Christians was to
be converted into a “holy” greeting. So are we
taught to carry our religion into the commonest
relations in life, even to the handshake.

3. The solemn adjuration “that this epistle be
read unto all the brethren” assures us that the
Scriptures are not for any class in the church
or ministry, but are for all the people.

‘Thoughts for Young People.
A CHRISTIAN'S ENVIRONMENT,
1. The coming of the day of the Lord. Wher-
ever we are, and however surrounded, the day of

the Lord is sure to come. It does not bring sud-

den destruction to us if we have been reconciled
to him; but it increases responsibilities and op-
portunities. We are not to terrify each other
about it, but are to comfort ourselves together
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and build one another up because of the coming
of that day of the Lord. We are not to dog-
matize, for we have the apostle’s word that it
shall come unexpectedly ; but we are to feel that
intertwined with all our environments are the
forces of heaven, and we are to endure as seeing
Him who is invisible,

2. The evil world. The injunction, “See that
none render evil for evil to any,” implies evil
surroundings. The attitude of the world toward
Christianity is not the same now as when Paul
wrote, but even yet the faithful Christian suffers
because of his faithfulness, We are, however,
to follow that which is good to all men,

3. Church membership. We are enrolled in
the church for several reasons, one of the most
prominent being that we may become improved
in moral character. But we have not been in it
dong before we find that some of the members
are exceedingly weak ; and, as children have to
be carried when a family is on a long journey,
80 these people have to be toyed with and cared
for and carried perpetually.  What are we to do
with such people? They try one’s patience,
Then there are the assertive people, “unruly”
our Authorized Version calls them ; troublesome
folk, who want to “run things.” We feel some-
times that “we cannot live with them or without
them.” How are we to treat them? Then there
is the most numerous class of all—the people
who might amount to much if they only tried,
but who are ciphers in the church work. What
are we to do with them? We should be careful
not to fall into any one of these three classes
ourselves, and we should be careful to be patient
toward all, giving each what he needs—admoni-
tion and discipline to the disorderly, encourage-
ment to the cowardly, and support to the weak.

4. Our own hearts, We are to secure their
control by consecrating them entirely to the
Lord Jesus,

Teaching Hints for Int diate Classes,

Note: In order that the pupils may preserve
for future reference the APPLICATION of each
lesson, provide each one with a small notebook,
Have two pages reserved for each lesson. On
one page ask the pupils to write the title and
the Golden Text of the lesson and such facts

" as they may wish to preserve as the result of

home study. On the other page have printed
the APPLICATION and the review words for each
lesson, with such facts or truths brought qut in
the lesson study as should be preserved.

SURROUNDINGS,
~ Bee questions below.

[Jan. 25.

INTRODUCTION,

Bring to the class a bundle of old letters,
Ask: What are these? Where did I get them ?
By whom were they sent? Why? The pupils
will take a very lively interest in this method
of questioning, and if the teacher is ready with
his questions and wise enough to make use of
the answers there will be no inattention in the
class,

Now ask: Did Yyou ever receive any letters?
From whom? Why were they written to you?

After speaking a short time on the answers
to these questions ask: Are there any letters in
the Bible? Who wrote them? To whom?
Why? What one are we going to study about
to-day? Did you read it during the week? Who
wrote it? When? Where? To whom? Why?
Now we will turn to our

LESSON TEXT,

Let us look at this part of the letter which
we have assigned to us for to-day's study. Let
us read it over in silence, and after we have
done so 1 am going to ask each one of you to tell
me which verse you like best,

As the pupils give their verses ask questions
like these: What does that verse mean? What
would be the result of living every day accord-
ing to its teachings? Are you willing to sin-
cerely ask God- to help you to live it? As these
questions are asked the teacher should give such
explanations as may be suggested by the answers
given,

After the various verses chosen have been dis-
posed of let the teacher take up those which
have not been selected by the pupils, and dwell
upon them as long as may seem necessary for
the peculiar needs of the individual members of
the class,

The teacher’s knowledge of the pupils will
help in determining the verse to which the most
attention should be paid. For example, verse
22 is one that most young people need to have
impressed upon them, We frequently hear such
exclamations as these from Christian people :
“I have a right to do this ;" “It is none of his
business if I choose to do this ;" “I am the keep-
er of my conscience,” The young Christian
should bhe taught that for the sake of others,
for Christ’s sake, many things must he given up.

APPLICATION,

The teacher may bring to the class a number
of envelopes on each of which is written ;

THE APOSTLE PAUL'S LETTER
- to

John Johnson,
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the third line being different on each envelope,
so that there will be one addressed to each mem-
ber of the class, For each envelope should be
a blank sheet of paper, on which the pupil
should print the verse of to-day’s lesson which
he is going to make his own especially. For
example, one will print :

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING.
Another,

QUENCH NOT THE SPIRIT.
Of course, there is no objection to a pupil print-
ing as many verses as he chooses. These letters
are to be taken home and looked at from time
to time as reminders of what the owners thereof
are to do.

Ask each pupil to print in his notebook the

verse he has selected, and also the Golden Text
turned into a prayer, as follows:

LORD, TIELP ME TO

HOLD FAST

THAT WIHICH I8 GOOD.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask the members of the class to learn during
the week the answers to the following :

1. Who were the Athenians mentioned in
Acts 17, 217

2. What gods did they worship?

Review words, “Thessalonica” and “Hold
fast.”

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 1. The Jews would not willingly tread
upon the smallest piece of paper in their way,
but took it up; for possibly, said they, the name
of God may be on it, Though there was a super-
stition in that, yet it has its lesson. Trample

L on any: there may be some work of grace
there thou knowest not of. The name of God
may he written upon that soul thou treadest
on. Despise not the weak ones for whom Christ
died.—Leighton.

Verse 15. Morning by morning God's great
mercy of sunrise steals upon a dark world in
still, slow self-impartation; and the light which
has a force that has carried it across gulfs of
space that the imagination staggers in trying to
conceive, yet falls so gently that it does not
move the petals of a sleeping flower, nor hurt
the lids of an infant’s eyes, nor displace a grain
of dust. So should we live and work, clothing
all our power in tenderness, destroying noth-
ing but the darkness, and with silent increase
of beneficent power filling and flooding the dark
earth with beneficent beams.—2Maclaren.
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Verses 16, 18. Let not thy praises be transient
—a fit of music and then the instrument hung
by the wall till another rejoicing day of some
remarkable providence makes thee take it down.
God comes not guest-wise to his saints’ house,
but to dwell with them. David took this up for
a lifework: “As long as I live will I praise
thee.,” “His praise shall continually be in my
mouth.”

Verses 17, 19-21. The natives of India had
this saying about Sir Henry Lawrence: “When
Sir Ienry looked up twice to heaven and once
down to earth, and then stroked his beard, he
knew what to do.” If we may utilize the say-
ing, it seems to express the attitude of mind
with which all life's work and study should be
done. 'The reverence which looks up, and the
observation which looks around, combined with
the judgment that can reflect, become safe-
guards against the falsehoods of extremes.
There is an observation which is keen enough,
but which, never looking upward, has no rever-
ence; there is a pious reverence which, in its
rapt and heavenward gaze, forgets to look earth-
ward, and so loses touch with humanity. Fol-
low Sir Henry's example.—Bishop of Ripon.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

The charm and value of the Gospel spoken
by Jesus or by his apostles is that it is practical.
Tt is meant to be lived out every day, and can be
g0 lived out in spirit and in conduct as to make
the world better and happier. This can be, how-
ever, only on one condition: we must receive it
as St. Paul says those people to whom he wrote
received it, “not in word only, but also in power
and in the Holy Ghost.” Let us so receive it,
and let us see how beautiful it may make our
daily life even this very week. “Comfort the
feeble-minded, support the weak, be patient to-
ward all.” What a blessing we shall be in the
home, in the place where we work, in school,
everywhere we go, if we do this! Somebody has
lost heart; has not courage to decide what to
do: lacks strength of mind to take hold of
things. Can you speak an encouraging word,
or open some way for them? One is fainting
with a heavy burden; or is in danger of falling
under temptation ; put your sympathy and your
moral support around that weak soul. Some
one is very trying in temper, or inefficient in
work, “dreadfully stupid,” you think, and want-
ing in qualities you admire. Be patient with
that one. Answer irritating words with gentle
speech, and repeat the same ‘things over and
over again if necessary, without scolding them
for their stupidity. Do some kindness or say
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some kind thing for those who have done or said
Jjust the opposite for you. When we get thus far
in sweet and gracious living it will be easy to
“rejoice evermore.” The song birds will be
making music in our hearts; we will see so
much to admire and love in others that we shall
be glad we live in a world of so much goodness,

Will it be possible in everything to give
thanks? Yes, that is the only way to keep Lope-
ful and cheerful ; not to give thanks for every-
thing, because there are some things in the
world that are not pleasing to God. But in the
darkest experience we may give thanks that it
is no worse, and thanks indeed that God reigns
and that he will sometime overcome eyil with
good. The blessed spirit, given to all who ask,
makes these things possible for us. Do not
grieve the Holy Spirit by inattention to his
voice. Do not grieve him by willful sin, Ask
him to fill your heart with himself, and yield
Yourself fully to his control. Do not put these
things away up in cloud-land beyond your reach,
an ideal to be admired but never attained. It
is the sweet, possible, practical way to get the
hardness and unloveliness out of our hearts and
make us fit to live with people here on earth,
and by and by to live with the pure spirits in
heaven,

Another saint who lived after St. Paul says:
“Do not lose your inward peace for anything
whatsoever, even if your whole world seems up-
set.  Commend all to God, then lie still and be
at rest in his bosom. Whatever happens, abide
steadfastly i a determination to cling simply
to God, trusting to his eternal love for you;
and if you find that you have wandered forth
from this shelter recall your heart simply and
quietly, Do not smother yourself with a host
of cares, wishes, or longings under any pretext.”
Is such a calm, strong life possible for everyday
people who are not saints? Yes; for faithful
is he that calleth you, who also will do it. Our
part is simply to give ourselves so fully to him
that he can fulfill in us the good pleasure of his
will,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Notice Thessalonica on the map; Paul's visit
and preaching; the founding of the church; a
review of the last lesson ; where the apostle
was when writing this epistle ; its subject; its
purpose. ...Coming now to the lesson, notice
the leading thought of the study verses—Christ’s
coming, and the comfort and hope of his people.
How Christians should regard the ~oming of the
Lord. .. .Notice the leading thought of our les-
son. Tt is well phrased in the Golden Text :
“Hold fast that which is good.”
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Library References.

EpIsTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS.—Gloag, In-
troduction to the Pauline Epistles, Weisacker,
Apostolic Age, page 205. The Lives of St. Paul,
the Bible dictionaries and introductions,

Bl((lTIlEllll()()l).—(hlIi('k, Growth of the King-
dom, page 197. McCosh, Gospel Sermons, page
220,

CHRISTIAN Dury.—Beecher, H. W., Sermons,
vol. iii, page 104, Wright, Patience of Hope,
page 164, Mozley, University Sermons, page
183. The Christian ethics,

ENTIRE CONSECRATION.—George, Consecra-
tion. Clark, Methodist Episcopal Pulpit, page
120.  Davies, 8., Sermons, vol, ii, page T6.
Crabbe, English Synonyms.

SYMPATHY.—Winslow, Sympathy of Jesus.
Eadie, Divine Love, Crabbe, English Synonyms.
Ribot, Psychology of the Emotions,

Blackboard,

RoVE ALLTAMINGS

FAST
HOLD, L
GOOD

ADaTAl“
FROM THEEVIL

IANCTIFIED BLAMELESS

Our lesson presents an array of duties posi.
tive and negative; there are virtues to follow
and evil practices to forsake. The Christiana
are exhorted to warn, comfort, and support
others and to preserve peace; and in their own
lives to rejoice, pray, and give thanks. On the
other hand, they are warned not to quench the
Spirit or despise prophesying ; and to avoid even
the appearance of evil. With the word of wis.
dom there is the word of warning ; for the good
and evil must in some manner be dealt with by
all men. If we would choose aright we must
first with heavenly wisdom and a renewed mina
“prove what is that good, and acceptable, ana
perfect will of God.” The sequel will be a sanc-

tified life, preserved blameless by the grace ox
the Lord Jesus,

Coloring.—S8croll, light brown, cream outline ;
pen, yellow; top and bottom lines, white filled
in purple ; others, red.
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Primary , Teachers' Department.

Trust the Children.

Trust the children. Never doubt them,
Build a wall of love about them ;

After sowing seeds of duty,

Trust them for the flowers of beauty.
Trust the children just as He did

Whe for “such” once sweetly pleaded,
Trust and guide, but never doubt them,
Build a wall of love about them.

Primary {Notes.
A Happy New Year!
“Ye have not passed this way here-
tofore.”
A new way, a new opportunity, and
therefore a new and added responsibility.
Hew may it be met ?

This is the day of special training for
special work. Who rore than the
primary teacher needs the most pains-
taking preparation for the delicate and
difficult, yet most delightful of all work,
dealing with the sensitive soul of a little
child !

A primary teacher’s notebook may be-
come an invaluable help. If you have
not yet found this out begin at once
to put down in some convenient form
such everyday hints and helps as may be
of use in preparing the next Sunday’s
lesson, Keep eyes and ears open as you
walk and talk. Note the familiar things,
and lay them under tribute to light up
your lesson way. Soon the class will
catch the inspiration of your alertness.
They will say, “ Teacher was thinking
about us when she went to walk. Guess
she cares whether we know our lesson.”

A Danger Point.

The Epworth Herald has called atten-
tion in a recent editorial to a danger we
do well to recognize and guard against.
It is the danger of thinking of and preach-
ing to children as if they did not need
the converting grace of God, as if they
could glide into the Christian life without

any spiritual change. As The Herald
says, speaking of such teachers, * They
may not intend to do so, but they really
make the impression that, so far as chil-
dren are concerned, regeneration is an
unnecessary experience. They teach
spiritual evolution. Their ideal children
are never consciously adopted into the
family of God. They just grow into
goodness.”

Now, we believe that the church is just
waking up to the fact that her great and
most hopeful field of usefulness is in con-
nection with the young. We are glad, and
more than glad, that during the last de-
cade that so much attention has been
given to them and to their religious life
and its culture. We are glad, too, that
the great psychological facts in connec-
tion with the period of youth and adoles-
cence are being generally studied, and
are being made to add emphasis to the
argument for devoting special effort to
saving our young people.”

The younger that children can be

" brought to God the better. The sooner

they are led to understand their duty and
privilege of forgiveness and regeneration
and to lay hold of Jesus as Saviour and
Guide the better. Before the conscience
grows callous, before habit with evil trend
grows into evil character, while the heart
can be readily touched and the evil readily
turned to good, that surely is of all times
the convenient time for salvation. The
river that grows wide and torrent-like and
hard to cross in adult life may be crossed
at a step in childhood. Conversion is
easy, simple, natural, swift. The agony
of miature souls under conviction of sin
is not felt, the sense of rellef when the
burden of sin is removed is of course
less. But if conversion is there, these
things, really and substantially, though,
of course in less degree, will be there
too. If conversion is real, forgiveness
and regeneration will be there, recognized
and exemplified in consciousness and
character. But let us not make the ter-
rible mistake of teaching our children
that anything short of or other than con-
version—the sin forgiven, tle heart made
new—can fit them for the service of God
here or the presence of God hereafter.—
Wesleyan.
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“The Primary Teacher’s New Year Budget.
BY A PRACTICAL PRIMARY TEACHER.

A BUDGET is literally a bag. The useful bag
holds a variety of things. “Budget” is, ulti-
mately, a comprehensive word for statement,
or statements, usually in reference to finances.
But there is a realm where thought and oppor-
tunity and high res. ¢ form the current coin.
Into this kingdom ol time comes the new ruler.
He comes to his coronation when he comes to
his kingdom, not when he leaves it, and so we
hail The Year, and crown him. Now let us
see what is the budget of the new administra-
tion. What has it for the primary teacher in
her world? In this time of beautiful begin-
nings we must cast about to see “the things
before,” since “the past is God’s country and
we cannot go back there!” We must press for-
ward now.

If we open the New Year's budget we shall
find it filled with admonitions, suggestions, in-
centives, which we must put to the exchangers
and turn into resolutions, and then into deeds.
The work is important, the need pressing; the
opportunity priceless, the plea urgent. Come,
it is for each of us. What shall we do, and
how? Let us look and see.

Here is a hint that comes to hand, and we
may as well take it out first:

Give attendance to reading. TPaul said this
to Timothy, but we may use it as practically,
and in the most extended sense. Are we really
making use of this means of grace as we
should? Think of the books written especially
“for our learning” in these days. Are we using
them? Just let me whisper it low, and you
need not “tell it in Gath:"” There are teachers,
in surprising numbers, as discovered in various
conventions—not in your county, of course—
who have yet before them the great pleasvre
and profit of reading such books in the Primary
Training Course, as Point of Contact, by Du
Bois, and Study of Child Nature, by Elizabeth
Harrison, and the rest. These are to be con-
gratulated on the pleasure in store, but what
of the loss of time up to the present?

If you happen to know any such teachers,
talk over with them the great advantage of
studying, or at least reading, the books recom-
mended by the International Association and
Primary Union as helps in training teachers.
Instead of taking the long path of individual
experience through many failures, use the short
" way, offered by these books which make avail-

_able the study, research, and experience of
others,
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Lacking the advantage of study in a Primary
or Teachers’ Union, or personal ownership of
the books of the course, there should be, if pos-
sible, a circulating library containing the four
special ones (any county primary superintend-
ent can give particulars) in the school, the
town, or the district. A plan found feasible
is to appoint a librarian to receive contribu-
tions from a quarter up, for purchase of books,
send for and circulate them, allowing two weeks
for reading of each, and signifying to whom to
pass it on.

But what else is in the budget?

Exchange Experiences. Reading is not
enough. Talking helps. Let us discuss our
work with fellow-workers, attend Primary
Uhaions, Institutes, and Conventions, or, failing
these opportunities, visit other classes.

Isolation is narrewing; observation, broad-
ening. Let us give and gain by interchange.

What next?

Make Lesson Study More Definite, We
should prepare for review by preview of quar-
ter's lessons. Let us decide upon the line of
thought to follow, and maintain continuity of
teachings. Truth must be prepared before it
can be presented. Fragments taste of the loaf,
but Jesus had them gathered in baskets. Let
us bring them together, that they may be car-
ried away. This mental discipline is part of
teacher-training.

And then?

Secure Home Study by the Class. We should
teach the children how to use the cards and
quarterlies given. The habit of lesson study
should begin in our department. Marking for
lessons learned is wise. A card tied with pin-
ribbon ready to be hung up at home may bear
the words, “I have studied the lesson story and
learned the ‘olden Text of Lessons I, II, ITI,
IV, V,” and s on, up to twelve, one number
to be crossed out for each lesson, and card
signed and returned at end of quarter.

We cannot exhaust the year's budget at once,
But let us be on the alert for each new unfold-
ing of duty, privilege, and opportunity. Are
we using every offered advantage, and reaching
forth for more? At this season of beginnings
let us bring our material, methods, and motives
afresh to Tlim whose commission to us is,
“Feed my lambs.,” The nail-scarred hands have
set us apart to this dear work. Remember, we
are not to amuse but to feed them, and he will
fold them, Then, let us lead them to him.

“Since life for us no loftier aim can hold
Than leading little children in the light.”
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Hymn Studies.
BY MARY A. LATHBURY,

[It is suggested that five minutes be given each Sun-
day to the simplifying and singing of the verse for the
day, reviewing the preceding verse or verses as the
weeks go by.]

** Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

Does his successive journeys run;

l§ls kingdom spread from shore to ahore‘

Till moons shall wax and wane no more.”

More than two hundred years ago there lived

in England a good minister named Isaac Watts.
He had many thoughts about the Lord and his
kingdom on earth, and often they ran through
his mind like the music of a great organ. Then
he would sit down and pour it out in a hymn
of praise. Once when he was thinking how
the kingdom of Christ had spread from land
to land his heart was filled with faith, and he
believed the sacred words that he had often
read, that the whole earth should be filled with
the glory of the Lord. He looked at the great
sun, and knew that every day its light fell all
around the rolling world, and he knew that
wherever the sun’s light fell the light and
truth of the Maker of all suns would shine
in the hearts of men. He also looked at the
ocean with the moon lighting up its waves,
and he thought of its shores touching many
nations, and, though the name of Jesus had
not yet been heard in some of them, by faith he
saw them shining under the light of the Gospel.

+* From north to south the princes meet,
To {my their homage at his feet;

‘While western empires own thelr Lord,
And savage tribes attend his word.”

When Isaac Watts wrote these words he
was trying to see what God had promised. He
saw that for hundreds of years the heads of
many nations had called themselves Christians,
and many of them did not have the spirit of
Christ. The worship of Christ had also begun
in the new colonies of North America, and
though he could not have believed that so great
a nation would cover it within a hundred and
fifty years, yet he did see a “western empire
where the Lord himself would reign over people
of different colors and languages.” He saw the
savage tribes of Indians from Alaska to Mexi-
co, and from Labrador to Florida, learning the
story of the life, death, and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Looking beyond America,
he saw the great Pacific Ocean with its many
islands, and though they were the homes of
ignorant savages he knew that God had said
the isles should wait for his law, and he saw
them listening to the word of the Lord brought
to them by missionaries.

“To him shall endless prayer be made,
And endless praises erown his head ;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With every morning sacritice,”

The author of this beautiful hymn listened
with the ears of his spirit, and he heard a great
murmur—the prayers of countless people all
around the world. He heard it from the people
worshiping in the churches, and from the peo-
ple in their own homes, and from little children
at their mothers’ knees. He heard the hymns
of praise that are sung over all the earth in
churches -and halls and homes, and under the
open sky. All through it he heard the sound
of the name that is above every name—the
name of Jesus. When the Jews worshiped
centuries ago they offered sacrifices of beasts
and of incense. When the smoke of the in-
cense rose up through the air they thought it
carried their prayers with it to God. So when
the sound of prayer and praise rises through
the air we believe the worship of our hearts is
rising to God. In the morning—and it is al-
ways morning somewhere all around the earth
—the morning prayers and hymns that are said
and sung are rising to God, and every evening
it is the same. Though there are so many, he
hears the whispered prayer of every child.

L Pnorle and realms of every tongne
Dwell on his love with sweetest song,
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on his name.”

Did you ever think that when the English
and French and Germans and Russians and all
the people of strange countries are singing
together that it would make a sound that is
not pleasant? 8o it would in this world, but
the song of love and- praise is a song of the soul,
and there is one great spiritual language by
which every child of God speaks to him. He
does not hear the strange and different lan-
guages of the countries of the earth, but he
hears the voice of our spirits when we pray or
sing to him, whether we be in Europe, or Asia,
or Africa, or America. And it is not only the
wise and the great and the rich that he hears;
he hears the simple and the lowly and the poor.
It is not only the men and the women that he
loves to listen to; it is the little children. Do
you remember how pleased our Lord was when
the children in the temple sang “Hosanna, Ho-
sanna to the son of David”? Some wished to
stop them, but he would not let them. So it
has always been, and now when all over our
land and other lands the children of the Sun-
day schools sing praises to him he listens and
is pleased.




finternational Bible Lessons,
FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON I. (January 4.)

PAUL AND SILAS AT PHILIPPL  Acts J6.
2-34.

GeLpEN TeXT: “Believe on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Acts 16, 31.

Primary Notes,
BY JULIA H. JOHNSTON,

Approach, How many
ever ran errands? How
many ever carried a mes-
sage, that is, went and
told another what seme
one wanted to have done,
or wished to have known?
How many “ever told
something they knew be-
cause they had seen it happen? To see is to
witness, and to be a witness is to tell what one
has seen. Well, we have messengers and wit-
nesses here, it seems,

Which is better, to do everything one’s self,
or to let many help? Jesus took this last way.
Long ago we studied about his life on earth,
and how at last he died and rose again and
went back to heaven. Before he went he told
his friends and followers that they must bhe
messengers and witnesses for him, carrying his
word, and telling what they knew. The book
of the Acts of the Apostles (or messengers) is
all about the acts, or doings of Jesus's friends,
that he left to do his work.

These men went everywhere, as he told them.
They were missionaries, another word for mes-
sengers. One Sunday we learned how Paul,
who was the one Jesus met on the road to
Damascus and made him a messenger too, went
over to Macedonia to tell of Jesus there. At a
prayer meeting by the water side a weman
named Lydia was the first one to believe the
word of the messengers about Jesus. Paul and
Silas, Luke and Timothy were together, To-day
we are to hear a wonderful story about Paul
and Silas.

Here let teacher explain that such lessons
must not be forgotten. As a help to remember,
we will have a truth each week to carry home,
and we will call it after a little blue flower, a
forget-me-not, These lessons are Jesus's for-
get-me-nots, He wants us to think of him,

Bach Sunday let the forget-me-not truths be
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written on the board. If class is small give
out on first Sunday tiny books made by folding
a sheet of paper and tying with pin ribbon. A
spray of forget-me-nots on first page would
greatly enhance the value, Or, little blank
books that can be cheaply bought can be given
out. Show that on a certain line and page the
lesson truth is to be written each week. At
close of quarter these books are to be brought
and shown. Encourage scholars to draw or
paint the flower on the pages or cut out some
flower and paste on each page. Anything to
stimulate work at home.

Our memories are so short we must ask
Jesus to help us not to forget. Teach this les-
son hymn-verse for the quarter, tune Webb,

“Dear Lord, we would remember
Thy word to us to-day;

Upon our hearts forever
O write it down, we pray!

Not one of thy dear children
Hast thou, O Lord, forgot;

In 'work and play be near us,
May we forget thee not.”

Encourage children to sing this verse at
home. Ask occasionally if they have done it,

Gather to-day's lesson about the persons.
We hear about some

Prisoners. 'Who were they? Why put in
prison? In what city? Which punishment
makes one more unhappy, the deserved or unde-
served? What did Paul and Silas do that the
other prisoners heard? A strange place and
time for a praise meeting. But Jesus was with
them. 'That was enough. Teach “Lo I am with
you alway.” So we have

THE APOSTLES IN PR A21NG GOD.

The Jailer. Tell how safely he kept the
prisoners, how he found the doors open after
the earthquake. Give story vividly and dwell
upon his

Question, and the Answer, He did as he was
told, and showed his faith by kindness to Jesus's
friends,

Forget-me-not: Believe. What is it to be-
lieve? A messenger comes to prison door and
says, “You are free”” The prisoner believes
when he takes the messenger at his word. Paul
and Silas saw prison doors open and believed
that Jesus meant to save them. The jailer
heard about Jesus and trusted him to save him,
not from prison but from sin. Do you believe
that Jesus means what he says? Do you act
as if you really took him at his word?
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Thought for Teachers. Do we now believe?
Do we trust Jesus to loose our bonds, to make
us messengers for him—now and here? Can
we teach the children what faith is because we
“have heard him ourselves and know"? It is
easy for a child to believe, but let us lead the
confiding child-heart to know and trust Jesus,
not merely to have faith in us,

LESSON II. (Januaty 11.)
CHRISTIAN LIVING. Phil, 4, 1-13.

GoLpEN TEXT: “Rejoice in the Lord alway.”
Phil. 4, 4.

Primary Notes,

Approach. Make the
point of contact a letter.
Show children one that
has given you pleasure.
) Why are letters pleasant
and welcome? They give

2 ;
0[ us news of friends, show

us that we are not for-
gotten, and bring us lov-
ing words. When we cannot talk together we
can write to each other. Paul wrote a letter.
In this introductory talk bring in persons,
places, and review of last lesson. Produce
envelope upon which has been written the ad-
dress of Paul’s letter, found in Phil. 1, 1: “To
all the saints in Christ Jesus, bishops, and
deacons, in Philippi.”

Show that the postmark of this letter is
Rome. Draw hasty outline on board to show
relative positions of Rome and Philippi. Re-
cur to last lesson to show beginning of work in
Philippi ; review story of jailer briefly, and tell
of the church gathered in that city of Mace-
donia after Jesus's messengess went there to’
“help.” Paul has not forgotten them, you see,
He has written to them and it has made them
glad. We must learn to-day about
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Paul's Letter,
children. Then take sheet from envelope say-
ing that you have copied a few of the many
things Paul wrote. First, he thanks God for

Show this in the Bible to

them whenever he thinks of them, (Do your
friends do this for you? Do you make them as
glad as that?) Then he says he prays for
them. (Do you pray for your friends?) After
this he goes on to tell them what Jesus wishes
them to do. No wonder this letter made the
Philippians glad. We will write on board,
after a big letter 8 why Paul wrote this letter,
He did it to

END HI8 LOVE,
AY HE PRAYED FOR THEM,
HOW THEM WHAT TO DO,

The Message for To-day. Paul's letter is for
us, too. Jesus had it written down in his book
for us. We can’t remember all of it, but part
of it is the message meant for us now. Here
it is (Read from the sheet) : “Rejoice in the
Lord alway.” Here stop to get this Golden
Text by heart. Explain what it is to rejoice,
in whom, and why we should do it, no matter
what comes to us—little people, big people, and
all, always.

Go on with Paul's message. He says, “Be
careful for nothing.” That means, “Don't be
troubled.” Then, of course, we can be glad.
Why? He says “The God of peace shall be
with you,” Yes, that is written down, and it
is true, Why be frightened or sad if God is
with us? Then Paul says we as well as the
Philippians must think about the things that
are true and pure and lovely. You see he shows
exactly what to do. We must just be glad. and
do right. If we believe that Jesus is with us
always, and if we try to please him, thinking
and doing what is true, pure, and lovely, of
course we will be glad always? What can
make us sorry? Sinning makes us sorry, Lov-
ing, trusting, and obeying will make us happy.

Do you love to see others glad? Isn't it
pleasanter than seeing them cry and fret? Do
your friends love to see you happy? Does
Jesus love to see you pleased and thankful and
bright-faced? 1Indeed he does. It is one way
to please him. It is really one of the com-
mandments. It is he who says, “Rejoice al-
way.”

Tell some little simple story contrasting a
happy and an unhappy child.

Forget-me-not: Rejoice. 'This is the lovely
flower we are to take home to-day. Talk a
little further about joy and the reasons for it.
Bring in the songs of happy birds. Do you
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Does Jesus love them?
They know
But

love singing birds?
But singing children are better.
more than birds. Speak of angels’ songs.
~God hears also the song of tiniest child.
Thought for Teachers. Let us learn that the
“joy of the Lord is our strength.” Let us give
the children living examples. Let us learn,
and also teach joy “IN mim,” in spite of sad
things, not merely enjoyment of a good time.

LESSON III. (January 18.)

PAUL AT THESSALONICA AND BEREA.
Acts 17, 1-12

GorpEN TexTt: “Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet.” Psa. 119. 105,

Primary Notes.
Approach, A

little
talk about light. In an
unlighted  street, what
does a man need to light
his feet? A lamp or a
lantern.  One does not
need light for the way be-
hind but before him. Ie
holds the lantern so as to
throw light on the path. Then he follows the
light. It would be strange to turn and go the
other way in the dark. One must walk in the
light of his lamp to go right. But even in the
day one needs some way to guide the feet aright.
One must know the right path, Knowledge is
a sort of light because it shows the way to go.
Sometimes we call it wisdom. Did Paul have
light for his way? Did he walk in the light?
What book and whose word gave him knowl-
edge of what to do and where to go? God's
book and word. Ile loved to tell others about
it and get them to take this light for their way,
walking always in it.

These lescons are all zhout this great man

I'aul. First we have the prisoner Paul, show-
ing his jailer how to know Jesus, then Paul
writing a letter, and to-day we have Paul and
the Bible. He was on a missionary journey,
going about as Jesus's messenger, Now we are
to find out what he did at two different places,
First,

Paul at Thessalonica. (See map.) Where
do we find him, on what day, and doing what?
In the Jews’ church, on the Sabbath, talking to
them out of the Bible. He wanted them to
walk in the light, to know where to go by having
knowledge of God's word, A man pamed
Jason took Paul to his house.

How did the people of that city act? Did
they try to learn more of God's word? Did
they try to walk in the light of God's truth and
ove? O no. It is a sad story, but they would
not have the light; that is, many would not.
Many did believe Jesus's word, listening to
Paul as he told it, but others were vexed to
hear the truth., They did not wish to have the
wonderful light. They turned away and went
on in the dark, doing wrong and hating Paul
because he told them of the true Light. They
went to Jason's house and tried to get Paul out,
and they made great trouble in the city. At
last they let them go, on Jason's promise to
keep from making any trouble, and at once
Jason and the rest sent Paul and Sil.ns away
to another place where they would be safe from
these angry Jews,

Paul at Berea, Jesus told his friends that
when they were treated unkindly in one place to
go to another. Paul and Silas did this. So
ihey came to Berea, Here things were differ-
ent, and why? The story says that the people
were more noble than in the other city, for they
read the Bible to find out if what Paul said
was true.  They found that it was. The Bible
was a light to them, and they were ready and
glad to walk in the light, Every day they
searched, or looked carefully through the Bible.
It wasn't enough to do this on the Sabbath.
One needs light every day. These noble Bereans
were glad to have Paul and Silas with them, as
they preached about Jesus and gave them his
word,

Porget-me-not: Walk in Light. As the sun
vives us light for our feet, that we may not
fall, so Jesus's word shows us the way to go to
rench him at last—the true and right way. Do
as the Bible and you will walk in light,
for David s Thy wWord is a lamp to my
feet.”  (Explain Golden Text and teach it.)

Thouaght for Teachers. How much actual,
personal faith have we in the gnidance of our
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feet by the word? Let us get this lesson by
heart apd then seek to instill into young hearts
implicit trust and obedience, taking The Word
as guide, .

LESSON IV. (Januaty 25.)

PAUL’S COUNSEL TO THE ‘THESSA-
LONIANS. | Thess, 5. 14-28,

GoLpeN Text: “Hold fast that which is good.”
1 Thess. 5. 21,

Primary Notes.

Approach.
Hold Tast~

a time a girl went far
away from home to a big
college. There were hun-
dreds of other girls there
- and Mary was a stranger
to all. There were many
H teachers, but it was im-
possible for each teacher
to know each one of those hundreds of girls.
At first Mary did not know whom to ask, which
one to go to when she wished to know anything
about the lessons or what she should do. Very
soon she was told that one of the teachers was
to be her adviser. This meant that Miss Gray
was to advise Mary, give her advice, that is,
tell her what to do, and how to do things, and
speak to her about her lessons or the way she
behaved. Each teacher was adviser to a num-
ber of girls, and these girls could go to her in
any trouble, or whenever they wished advice or
help. Tt was a very good arr ngement, Now
there is another word for adviser, and that is
counselor, A counselor gives counsel, and that
means the same as advice. We have the word
counsel in lesson title. We have Paul giving
counsel, or telling the church in Thessalonica
what to do. He wrote a letter to them, as he

Once upon -

* ble about what doesn’t please us, and to bear [
{

did to the Philippians, and gave them wise
words telling them what to do. You remember
how Paul and Silas were driven out of Thes-
salonica by those angry Jews. But there were
mauy there, not Jews, who believed in Jesus,
and were gathered into a church. These were
called Gentiles. The church was almost made
up of these. All not Jews were Gentiles. Paul
wrote two letters to his church in Thessaloni-
ca, which was one Lundred miles from Philippi.
We have part of one of these letters to-day to
help us, for we need counsel or advice, too. We
need to be told what to do.

The Counsel. Paul says these people must
hold fast that which is good. To hold fast is
not to let go. A man carrying a box of precious
things would not set it down a moment for
fear of losing it. He held fast to it till he got
it safe home. It was a box of treasure worth
much. He would have been poorer if he had
lost it.

.

Another man, going across the seas with a
treasure of gold, sewed it into a belt and wore
it around his waist. In a storm he was thrown
into the water, but he would not drop that belt.
He might have floated on a board and been
saved, but he held fast to the gold, which was
80 heavy that he sunk with it. He held fast
to something not good at such a time.

Things to Keep. Paul tells of many good
things to be kept fast. We will only try to
remember three that begin with P,

RAYER.
RAISE.

(Write on board,)

P!\TIENCE.

To be patient is not to complain, not to groms- f #

kindly with others’ mistakes. Hold fast to this,
Don’t let go and get vexed. Keep on with
prayer, always, and always praise God for what
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he gives and does. (Enlarge upon and impress
these “good things.”)

Forget-me-not Thought: Hold Fast. This is
the lesson to take home, It isn’t enough to
take up any good thing; we must not let go.
What a pity to lose any treasure, or to stop
after beginning a good work. Hold fast, keep
on.

Thought for Teachers. Study the art of il-
lustration from child-life. Come down to level
of childish experiences in school, at home, on
the playground. What tries patience there?
How can children be thankful and prayerful?
Let us come close enough to help the little ones
to hold fast the good things.

Joy in Service.

Ir we want to do something for Christ, God
will open up the way for us to do it, and
teach us how, and whether it be by word of
mouth, or by a line of writing, or by the handed
invitation or leaflet, it will be blessed, for he
Joves a cheerful worker, and will crown his
attempt with blessing.

AND so let us give thanks to God. Nature
is beautiful, and fellow-men are dear, and duty
is close beside us, and he is over us and in us.

Whisper Songs for January.
FIRST LESSON.
Lord, help thy little child to be
In joy or sorrow true to thee,
And then, whatever ills may come,
Thy faithful hand will lead us home.

SECOND LESSON.
Lord, let thy little children know
The joys that from the heavens flow.
To listen ever for the voice
That makes the saddest souls rejoice.

THIRD LESSON.
Dear Saviour, when we hear thy voice
Help us to make thy way our choice,
And then, though lonely it may be,
‘We shall be led to heav’n and thee.

FOURTH LESSON.
Dear Lord, we are not strong to hold
Great power, or fame, or lands, or gold,
But give us strength, we pray, to take
All good and truth for thy dear sake.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.
First Quarter.
DoxorLocy (said or sung). “Praise God,” ete.
Teacher. O God, thou art my God,
Class. Barly will I seek thee.
. O thou that hearest prayer,
(. Unto thee shall all flesh come.
7, T will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,
(. Whence cometh my help.
CONCERT RECITATION.
(Class seated with bowed heads and closed
eyes, recite in concert:)

Dear Lord, we come before thee now ;
Our eyes we close, our heads we bow ;
Our great and kind and loving Friend,
Unto Thy children’s prayer, attend!

PrAYER. Closing with the Lord’s Prayer in
concert.
Together:
Like a shepherd Jesus will guard his children,
In his arms he carries them all the day long;
Praise him! praise him! tell of his excellent
greatness,
Praise him! praise him! ever in joyful song.
SiNaING, (A joyful song of praise.)
GIVING SERVICE.
Teacher. Who is the great Giver?
('lass. God, our loving Father.
T. What does he love to give to us?
C. All good things,
T. What is the greatest gift of his love?
0. Jesus, our Saviour,
T. What should we learn to do?
C. To freely and gladly give to him.
RECITATION.

Little children, come and bring
Willing gifts to Christ your King:
Many offerings, though but small,
Make a large one from you all,

OFFERINGS received, followed by consecration
prayer.

BIRTHDAY SERVICE, with offering.

HymN StUDY.

MotioN EXERCISE.
Two little hands for loving labor given;
Two little feet to walk the road to heaven;
Two little eyes to read God's holy word;
Two little lips to praise the blessed Lord;
One little soul to serve with all its might;
So should we live, always in Jesus’ sight.

Tue LessoN TAvGHT.

EcHO PRAYER.

SHORT REVIEW OF LESSON POINTS,

CrosiNg Worps, distribution of papers, ete.
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23 Egypu:dn Seal, divinity circuit, leather lined to edge, round corners, red under gol .
A A T G o rats el dees k|

red

274 Persian Levant, dhl'inlty circuit, leather lined to edge, silk sewed, round orners,
(L)

215 uvnmé.ddlvlnlty circuit, calf lined to edge, silk sewed, round corners, red under gold
B 5 hse s eminnnnn sonsreinsbaesy esees

277 Sealskin, divin
gold edg

Nelson’s India Paper Editions

Same as above, but only 13/16 of an inch in thickness.
273x Egyptian
edge:

274x Peml:er:i Lo:innt., dlvéa\lty circuit, leather lined to edge, silk sewed, ro

215x Levant, divinity circuit, calf lined to edge, silk sewed, round co)
BOML OAROB. ... cocvevsrirstorsiitonarsarsssnsnoasstassnsnassrrononsnnnsiresiisnn )

277x Sealskin, divinity circuit, calf lined to edge, silk sewed, rners, red under
gold edges

Smaller Edition—Bourgeois 8vo. (Size 5% x8)

Only ¥ of an inch in thickness.

173x Egyptian Seal, divinity circuit, leather lined to edge, silk sewed, round corners,
P00 UDACT GOM OAFOR. covv.ovvnive aoeeseissosssnnnsensnnnneenssserrosasnnssrsinl |

174x Persian Levant, divinity circuit, leather lined to edge, silk sewed, round corners,
red under gold edges.

176x Levant, divinity circuit, calf lined to edge, silk sewed, round corners, red u
gold edges.

177x  Sealskin, divinity circuit, calf lined to edge, silk sewed, round corners,
xola odges.

Postpaid.
WILLIAM BRIGBS <« Wesley Buildings o TORONTO, ONT.
€. W, COATES, Montreal, P.Q. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S.




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Christmas §
3 BIBLES Specials& 5
i OUO P LD P PP LP LR LR LAHLRH UM LR LM ELMH LM LM LM MD
| 3 pictures, but with Dictionary of Seripture
1 \ 1 ﬁlgl{ B‘:,‘? names with their pronunciation and mmllr,ﬁng,
' R g 31,‘ ,y‘""l g; references, chapter numbers in plain figures,
14 |8 ences, French o | also, Harmony of the Gospols, New Testament,
H i 3?)(ruﬁ¢’-:":’p|?e‘«i under | Chronology, ete.
/10 dges ; size, 4
- gold glges | slue. 1. | Nelson Teachers’ Bible—
‘& 75¢. The Helps are all new and graphically written
i Piletorial by tl;u mt{nt eminent uah’i‘)}»us(. wilhrlllllustrle I;-)'us
| B IS on almost every page. The Concordance is the
G e » | most ¢ i yét prod d, as it combi
“a gii:,‘.;rhi'f;’l‘bsx(‘ :Joncnrd{\ngz. ﬂ:lhjeclt; lmle)r(‘i pronounces and
) el d ntarprets Scripture Proper Names, ete., in one
¥ p,_m‘led from TIABClist. The twelve Maps are beautifull
type on good w y
! aper, and contains, colored, carolullY revised and specially en-
i n addition to the rxt\'ed from the latest surveys, with complete
! 0ld and New Testa- | Index.
! ments, Helps to the The Sunday School Times says:
H ; Study of the Bible, Fifteen beautiful Maps in “The ﬁcw,,. Teachers' Bible is of
color, and a series of Photo-views of Scenes in high grade. The [llustrated Bible Treas-
N Bible lands, made from recent photographs. ] ury is a collection of helps more full
These pictures not only show scenes as they than most others, and showing great
actually exist Lo—xln{’ but they lend an interest care in preparation . . . . . The work
not given to the Bi e by any other embellish- is excellent.”
! S M0 ment, Morocco, yapped, nonpareil t‘we. round
corners, ‘!mld edges. Special, $1.00. Or, if | French morocco, yapped, round corners, red
! preferred, we offer, at the same price, a Bible | under goid edges, linen lined, boxed. Special,
. similar to the above, minion type, without the | #1.25. The same book, indexed, %1.50.
g Name on cover, 15¢. extra (1 line). We pay postage.
T di
: [ he Epworth League Reading Course
L{ FOR 1902-1903
B :5 X IMS at providing pleasing and profitable instruction for our young people. It seeks to foster
- 1 v habits of home study, and is intended for busy people who have a little time for sell-improve-
% ment. It offers a matic course with a reasonable examination at the close for those who
care to take it. The Reading Course is a substitute for aimless and haphazard reading, and as a
’ number of persons read the same books at the same time, there is the benefit of having a common
: theme for conversation and discussion. The following three books have been selected :

1. The Young People’'s Wesley. By Rev. W. McDonald, D.D. An interesting
account of the life and work of the illustrious founder of Methodism,
II. Nature's Mirvacles. By Elisha Gray. An attractive volume of popular
science. Accurate and up-to-date,
k'~ III. A He!p for the Common Days., By Rev, J. R. Miller, D.D. Inspiring and
> helpful chapters on the spiritual life.

These hooks are equally suitable for young and old, and will be found instructive as well
as entertaining. The price of these three volumes is $1.25. If sent by mail, 20 cents wust be
added for postage. Leagues and Reading Circles can order most economically by clul bing
together and having the books sent by express,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -  Wesley Buildings, -  TORONTO, ONT,

€. W. COATES, Montreal, Que. 8. F. HUESTES, Halifax, N.8.
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ﬁelps onthe S.S. L

SUNDAY SCHOOIL BANNER.

Life of 8t. Paul, By James Stalker.,......... £0 50

€essons

For 1903

FIRST SIX MONTHS

Illustrative Notes on the 8, 8, Lessons. By T. B,

Life of 8t. Paul. By ‘. W. Farrar........ e . Neeley and R. R. Doherty, net. seeee 130
it P e Biv: Poct B ; 75 | Peloubet's Sclect Notes on the 8. 8. Lessons,
oV, oI ) 76
;: ':"!‘_‘n,\l ':f‘- Prot. hun‘«chp S vl ‘ By FU'N, Peloubeby 066... .,.v...o..vvson o 110
“-l'-'l,l‘l:'jxlx“;\l»rll"'c 0t B5. fl_"' “3 3 'f‘ .. 070 | Torrey’s Gist of the Lessons. .......... wes 0828
ible O S llashie a2 | Practical Commentary 8 8. Lessous. By
Bible Characters—Stephen to Timothy, By Alex- Practical Commentary on the ) <
Whyte, D.D. 'This hook contains sixteen Mra. T, B. Arnold, net. . sreviessaneeres 000
chapters on the life of St, Paul, making it a Cruden's Concordance, Being a complete concord.
very valuable aid to the study of Paul's life.... 1 25 | ance to the Old and New Testaments and the
Conybeare and Howson's Life of St. Paul.. ... 192 | Apocrypha. - By Alexander Cruden, net ..., 100
Pail: A Servant of Jesus Christ, By F, B, Meyer. 076 ‘ The Comprehensive Concordance to the Holy o
Wesley’s Notes on the New Testament ....... ... 125 " ":' ”p:l“::‘:.l ‘:’ :fe\. o B :“’1‘“ alker, ":(l‘z:l' X
The Twentieth Century New Testament, A Trans- ’ 1 ux"ru(e_ ible Dictionary anc 3 (em:ury OF bl
lation into Modern English, made from the cal History, Biography, .[:""”"'? and L:“% -
original Greek (Westcott and Hort's | ture.  With numerous illustrations and im.
three parts, each, net, 50c,; the three gorlnnt chronological tables and maps. By G,
in one volumwe, net .. ..., errsessstissnsisnaes 100 L. Easton, net...... Al L 2 AER revsneny 188
Hints on Bible Study. By H. Clay Trambull, Aots ! Romans, By Whedoh.....,......cviv,' 160
Bishop Vincent and others. . . . ' vangars OB Acts of the Apostles, By Prof. Lum 100
How to Study the Bible, By Rev. Geo. Work. The Acts of the Apostles Expositor’,
man .. R iR Tl | By G. T. Stokes, in two vols, each, 120

Maclean’s Better Life Series

A Series of Studies in Christian Living.
By REV. JOHN MACLEAN, M.A., Phb.

"THE MAKING OF A CHRISTIAN-Second Ecition

Studies in the Art

REV. G. R, TURK: “The charm of the style is its rumje«l Anglo-Saxon, the
language of the Bible and of ‘ Pilgrim's Progress,’ "It fairly bristies with monosyllabic
sword-points. It may be the enthusinsm of recent contact, but I know of no book of its
class to excel, and very few to eq’nul, * The Making of a Christian,’ "

PROF. RIDDELL, in Vox W esleyana: *“This is a strong and wholesome work .
the fo of life presented as the ileal of a Chr.stian is singularly high and worthy,”

of Holy Living

~ BETTER LIVES FOR COMMON PEOPLE

Studies of the Way of Peace
The Canadian Epworth Iiya : * Such books ought to havea wide circulation among
olnr young people. They will help wonderfully in the development of C hristian
character, ’
The Christian Guardian : **

i It presents the reader with a thoroughly New Testa-
ment ideal of Christinn Living, '

The Methodist Times: (London England.): “ W
iselegant, the illustrat ionsare chaste and plentiful,

© have enjoyed this book. The style
and the teaching issaneand | Ipful.”

THE DESTINY OF TO-DAY

Studies in Conscienc= and Character
REV. DR, WITHROW, in Onward : * Dr, Maclean ia rendering important service
to his Church, to all the Charches, by his admirable books on Christian themes, The ¥

not only present the very and fatness of the Gospel, but present it in a literary
form that will makeit aitractive to every reader, T

v +, + + They are as good in their
way as Dr. Van Dyke'sor Hamilton W ght Mabic's,"

v+ ' LIGHT FOR DAILY LIVING “oor) semmmerir

BUILDING

e
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

Sunday School Helps

€>

AECECECEEEER

Select Notes.

A Commentary on the st
International Lessonsst sttt
Studies in the Book of the Acts, chapters 16-28, and
Studies in the Old Testament, from Samuel to
Solomon,

Explanations of the Text, Light from Many Sources,
References to Books and Pictures, Holman's System of
Parallel Versions, Plans of the Lesson, Suggestions for
Teaching, Practical Applications, Suggestive Illustra-
tions, References, Pictures, Maps, Charts, Diagrams,

By Rev. F. N. Prrovser, D,D., AND M. A. PELOUBET.

TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL VOLUME

Cloth, $1.10, postpaid.

Theeee
Thustrative Cesson Notes.

A Guide to the Study of the International
Sunday School Lessons JES8M8808 8288

With Original and Selected Comments, Methods for
Teachers and Plans for Teaching, Lesson Homilies with
Analyses, Salient Points and Practical Applications,
Btudies of the Golden Texts, Illustrative Incidents and
Observations, Notes on Eastern Life, References to
Helpful Books, Maps, Tables, Pictures and Diagrams.

Br Rev. TuoMas Bessamix Neguvy, D.D,, LL.D., axp
Ropert RexMixetoN Douerty, Pr.D.

Cloth, $1.10, postpaid.

Che Golden Text-Book.

The International Sunday School Lessons and Bible
Readings for Every Day in the Year and also Facts about
the Bible and other important subjects.

By Rev. Tuomas Neruy, D,D., LL.D,

Each, 3c.; Per Doz, 35¢. ; Postpaid.

Monday Club Sermons on the International
Sunday School Lessons for 1903, Cloth . .81

Matthew Henry's Commentary,
Oloth, net.

Adam Clarke's Commentary.
joth, net ..........0 SRR CNS AR veeenn. 10 00

WILLIAM BRIGGS -

€. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q.

Wesley Buildings a«
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8,

BOOK MARK
LESSON LIST, 1903.

The Lesson List embodies in the unique
and convenient form of a Book Mark the
Lessons, Golden Texts and Memory Verses of
the International Series, printed neatly on
colored paper of superior quality. It is fur-
nished in three different styles :

No. 1.—With name of Church or School and
List ol Services on the last page :

- Ov G0 0O 00 0D 0 1O bt b
22BBBIISEREE

50 or less. .

No. 2.—With last page blank, and
No. 3.—With Bible Acrostic on last page.
...ﬁunuﬂper hundred

Select Books for Young
Men

By J. THAIN DAVIDSON, D.D.
Cloth, each, 60c. net ; per mail, 70¢c. ;
per set, $2.50 net, carriage extra.
A Good Start.
The City Youth.
Forewarned—Forearmed.
Talks with Young Men.
Sure to Succeed.
By ORISON SWETT MARDEN.
Cloth, each, $1.50, postpaid.
Pushlnﬁ to the Front; or, Success under Diffi-
culties.

The Secret of Achievement.
Talks with Great Workers,
Architects of Fate, $1.25.

By WILLIAM M. THAYER.
Turning Points in Successful Careers.

TORONTO, ONT.




:gy,..,g,; and December Numbers, 1902, FREE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS

TLLUSTRATING ““ CANOEING 1IN CANADA."

Methodist
Mag’azine and Review

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., F.R.C.S., Editor

Three % Volumes
Hundred Fifty-Seven

Fine and
Engravings. Fifty-Eight.

ILLUSTRATED
ARTICLES

Canadian Lumber Camps and Their Social
Betterment.

Canoe Life in Canada.

With the Voyageurs.

Canadian Artists and Their Work.

Canadian Men of Mark.

Canada’s Front Door—The Sydneys, Cape
Breton. Rkv. J. G. Axawiy.

On the Ice Floes.

Canada by the Sea.

The Gateway of Canada.

Montreal Mansions.

‘With the Fur Traders,

Rome Revisited, Tur Evitor.

Footprints of 8t. Paul. Tas Epiton,

Makers of Canada.

Through Bulgaria. Tus Epiror.

Memories of Mexico. Tux EbiTor.

In Dickens’ Country.

Through Norway.

Prince Rupert’s Land.

Canterbury and Its Memories.

In the Bahamas.

Dead Cities of the Zuyder Zee.

By-ways of Venice.

Life in the High Alps.

The British House of Commons.

Spanish Vistas. ILLusTRATING * FoorprinTs OF ST. PAUL"

Szt e it sahi g




Character
Studies
and
SKetches

MANY OF THEM
ILLUSTRATED

Dhuninuhed

Giueerr, Pa.D,
A Great Puritan—Richard Baxter. Tis Eoiror,
A Puritan's wm-'rne Romance of Margaret
Baxter. FLORENOR MARY PARSONs,
Zachary Macaulay.
The Emperor Franz Joseph.
Ebenezer Elliott, the Corn Law Rhymer.
Richard Wagner and His Work.
Ju?h Chamberlain—The Romance of Modern

Lord Rosebery, Imperialist.

Fr Temple, of Canterbury.

Joseph Parker, D.D.—His Life and Work.

The Life Story of Hugh Price Hughes. Rev. W.
HARRISON,

Andre Chenier, a Victim of the French Revolu-
tion. Rev,'A. J, LocKkHART,

hnl mmﬂwn Hayne, The Southern Poet.

BV, A, J. LOCKHART.
Ionry Vaughan, *‘ The Silurist Poet.” Rev. A.
J, LocKiART,
Br. gllhndlt. Pioneer Instructor of Deaf

%mmmwmm Tun

OLp Fort GaRry. ILLusTRATING “WiTH THE FUR TrADERS.”

SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS
TOPICS
SEVERAL OF THEM ILLUSTRATED

The Place of Religion in the Public Schools,
Joun Miuuar, B.A,, Deputy Minister of Educa-

tion, Ontario,

A Study in C Uil Rev,
8, P. Ross, D.D.
The Preu:her's Use of the Prophets. J.T. L.
Maaas, D.

The_Fo: rwn.rd Movement in Great Britain.
Rev, I, L. WiseMax,

The Wesley Bi-centenary.

John Ruskin's Message to His Generation.

The Gospel According to Tolstoi.

The Coronation of the Common People.

Modern Acts of the Apostles hgr. A Plea for the

Religious Newspaper. . W. HARRISON,
President of the I\m Brunswick Conference,

More Hymn Studies. Rev. O, R. Lauswy, D,D.
Recent Movements in Oxford E. M. Burwasu.
Primitive Woman. Rev. Jous Macumax, Pn.D,
Christian Life and Practice in the Early

Church. Tue EpiToR.
The Witch - craft
Delusion.

Oxford Move-
ment. Epiror.

Social Betterment
of the Work-
ing Classes.

Gethsemaue, the
Rose Garden
of God. Dr,
W. ROBERRTEON
NicoLL.

Studies in Soclo-
logy.

many.
Sundays Abroad.

Into the h-
° b

for” open-Ar

Bocial Life in Ger-

ILusTRATING * RoME REVISITED.”




MISSIONARY
PAPERS

SEVERAL OF THEM ILLUSTRATED
More “ West of the Rockies” Sketches,
Rev. Artinur BROWNING.
The Transformation of Pekin.
The Inner Mission in Germany.
Britain'’s Indian Empire.
With the Newfoundland Fisher Folk.
British Tropics (Jamaica).
With the Sponge Fishers.

John Chinaman at Home.

And Other Articles of Missionary Interest. ILLUSTRATING * WiTH THR VOVAGEURS."

SERIAL @ SHORT STORIES

Apostles of the South-East. F. Buuusw,

Tom Taylor's §weetheart and How He Won Her.
Gro. J, Boxd, B.A., Editor of * The Guardian.”

The Mystery of 8quasho Run. G. J, Boxn,
A Woman's Heart. Gauuiesse Romix,
“With Christ at S8ea.” Rsv. J. G, Axawin,
Falling from Grace, MARGARET SHERWOOD.
Preaching on Trial—An Irish Story,
mﬂ__’ 3 . With Unleavened Bread. IaN MACLAREN,
4 - . “8in and Misery.” EruxuF, HepoLe,
« 3"(‘\“;? - : A Muskoka Story. Rav, E, R. Yousa, Jr.
Ll The Duty that Lay Nearest. Mgs. A, H, Doaxs.

ILLusTRATING *IN Dickens' Country.” And Other Stories,

PAPERS ON
POPULAR SCIENCE

BOME OF THEM ILLUSTRATED

Recent Science—Prince Kropotkin.

Mars asa World. R. A. GREGORY,

The New Astronomy — William
Huggins.

Mechanical Conception of the Uni-
wverse, Rev. W. Harwison, President
of the New Brunswick Conference,

A Christian Scientist ~Thomas
Dwight Dena.

The Romance of the Railway.

Earthquakes and Their Causes.

Notes on Current Science, Inven-




$2° AYear Six Months $]2°
G M
WESLEYAN ano MAGAZINE voscruen $275.

Sunday Schools subscribing for two or more copies to
one address, $1.60 per year each.

CLUBBING RATES

These Clubbing Rates are in addition to the price paid
for the MeTHODIST MAGAZINE AND REVIEW,

Regular Price Club Rate
3 QCentury Magazine . . . . 84.00 83.60
| Atlantic Monthly . . . . . 4.00 .60
N-rrar'l Monthly Magazine . 4.00 3.60
8cribner’'s Magazine . . 3.00 2.75
8t. Nicholas . . . . : ., . 3.00 2,60

= WHAT 1§ SAID OF IT

f * The Canadian Church is to be highly congratulated
| on its magasine. "—London Quarterly,

} It is the best magazine for & Christian family of which
| ! we have any knowledge,"—Christian Uplook,

{ “1¢ should be in every Methodist home."—Kingston
| h

ig.

“ Abreast of the most popular literary magasines. The
articles are by scholarly men and good writers."—St.
Louis Methodist,

THE DEPARTMENTS

I p
| Of the WorLp's Procress, well illustrated, CurrENT
‘ : TuouGHT, RECENT Science, New Books, ReLiGious
!
I
I

InTELLIGENCE and Epitoriat Comment will be main-
tained and developed.

Reviews of High«Class Literature
A Specialty |

Tur Piercep Rock, GaspE. ILLUSTRATING * Tue GATEWAY oF CANADA

WILLIAM BRIGGS #:33Richmonast. west TORONTO, ONT.

C. W. COATES, Montreal; or, 8. F. HUESTIS, Hallfax, .8,
‘Supplemen: 7 . Please Circulate
5 Z; :
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Our Latest Issues

The Simnle Life 'l
|

Merchant to
His Son,

By Charles Wagner, |

Rev. Dr, Van Dyke says:

book is good to read, pleasant
3 remember, blessed 1o
put in practice.”

sense, The pages sparkle

f Clot

Stillman Gott, Farmer
and Fisherman,

‘ A Scquel o
(‘1 Joe.”

By Edwin Day Sibley, et/
* v 1 By Marshall Saunders,
*'In humor we think this book —_
ahead of * David Harum,' while I‘
perfectly free from the ""‘l‘-'"'
tionable language and situat ons |
of that famous book,” Onrward, | do infinite good,

b, $nes, |

These bo-ks, teaching, as
do, kindness to animals a

Paper, 15¢,;

‘ Cloth, $1.30
e ‘h —_—— =

Emmy Lou: Her Book | Character Buildin
and Heart,

Addresses by

By George Madden Martin, 1% Booker T. Washington,

L emame———
She has created the most Win:

mon-sense and eloquence,

sy § Rt
w2 Beautifully llustrated, |
Cloth, $1.25,

Light for Daily Living,

Studies in Character
Rulla

Other Poems,

By John Maclean, Ph.p, By Alma Frances Mo( ‘ollum,

Petter Life" Series, Canadian verse,

Cloih, 50¢, n oy, Cloth, gin top, $1.00,

oooooWEPAVPo

Letters of a Self-Made

By George Horace Lorimer,
Ihe Fditor of the Saturduy K/ening Post,

They form a master piece of
can  humor and sound

brilliancies of wit and wisdom

Beautiful Joe's Paradise.
utiful

care for h>lpless creatures,

These addresses are selected .\n.l{n:.r',. * Seven Lintle .\In'l‘r::ll.uu-,
somely lovely little girl in con. from those delivered by Mr. || The Family of Misrule, " ete,
u.“.pdmj- fiction — own sister, | Washington to the students of I s

indeed, in all lovable qualities, the Tuskegee Institute, Full of

to " Alice of Wonderland,” J

moral earnestness, broad com.

Flower Legends and

| “Paul,” ete,
y ontributi '
Another volume in P, Maclean’s Al o":,r,' ':;:.I,m;l:’e'n";::e":,ml"e The story has attracted wide
admirable * Books on the

STAGE »

William Briggs, Publishep tetsetrs: non;
Coat HMontreal,

Richmond St, W.

BOOKS SUITABLE FoR
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

M ¥ :
|| Public Men and Public
| Life in Canada,
|| R colleetions of Parlia.
| ment and the Press
(1853-1867),
By Hon, James Young,

with || With Portraits and Hlustrations,

Cloth « . g5,
Half Moroceo 3,00,

Mrs. Wiggs of the Cab-
bage Pateh,

By Alice Caldwell Hegan,
they One of the most gratifying liver.
o ary successes of the year,

& success won on
its merits,

g, Little Mother Meg.

Ry Ethel Turner,

Hlustrated,

By Florence M, Kingsley,
Author of 1y,

interest during its serial issne in
the Saturday Evening Post,

|




PROGRESS

CH K Goddess of Fortune is a Sister of Progress.  They

are closely allied.  Fortune follows where Progress
leads,  Once get out of step with Progress and you no
longer bask in the sunshine of Fortune's smile,

Ghe

Souvenir Range

Is Under the Espionage of Progress

Our guarantee goes
with every stove, CHE SOUVENIR RANGE is hetter than any other

kind,  Its complete conquest of {he market is as
sure as sunvise, It is destined to supersede all other
cooking ranges and ovens in the stove market
H SOUVENIR RANGE may have had nothing to do with your past success, but it is
the prime factor in the future of your happiness, fortune and home,

ctl the faithful housewife purity of atmosphere is a first consideration.  Without pure
air sickness becomes imminent,  Pure air is essential to pure foad,
I'he wrated oven of the SOUVENIR RANGE makes wholesomeness in cooking an
absolute certainty.

SOLD EVERYWHERE

Ghe GURNLEY-TILDEN CO.

Limited
Hamilton, Canada

The Oldest, Largest and Most Complete Stove Foundries in Carada

Supply Depots: TORONTO, MONTREAL, WINNIPEG, VANCOUVER




