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Affiliated with the University of Toronto and Trinity University
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H. Hofmann, 1824=

JESUS IN GETHSEMANE

Wilde’s Bible Pictares

HE instructive value of pictures cannot be overestimated, and no one so gladly welcomes
the advent of something to illustrate the Sunday -school Lessons as does the Sunday-
school teacher,

The lessons for the six months commencing July, being in the Old ‘Testament, are
extremely difficult to illustrate, but we have been fortunate in procuring pictures many of
which are very rare, and are confident they will be of great value to Sunday-school teachers.

PRICE, ONE CENT EACH
Size of card, 6 x 8 inches ; heavy polished paper
No orders received f r less than ten, Send to us for catalogue of pictures

Sabbath School Publications, Presbyterian Church in Canada,
REV. R. DOUGLAS FRASER, Confederation Life Building, TORONTO
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Teachers MonthL

Vol. VIL

The International Sunday School Lesson
Committee has decided to issue a Beginner's
Course for children of six years old and
under. It will cover one yearand lead up to
the study of the present lessons, It is hoped
that this course may be ready for 1002, A
course for advanced scholurs—topical and
historical —is also under consideration, This
isto be worked out and submitted to the
International Convention at Denver, Colo-
rado, next year, for adoption, These two
additional courses will, it is expected, prove
of high practical value.

Nothing is more remarkable in the old-
world picture gallerics than to observe how
the great masters have been impressed by
Bible scenesand persons,  Modern processes
of reproduction Lave brought the great
works of the great masters within the reach
of the poorest, Tt is little short of marvel-
lous that for one cent one may procure a pic-
ture of the size and quality advertised by us
in this copy of Tur Tescners MostiLy,
But such is the case. It will be well worth
the while of teachers to try them. Ten pic-
tures of the same subject, or ten different
subjects, for ten cents—such is the offer
Teachers who have made the experiment of
giving out these pictures to their class at the
close of the lessonspeak highly of their effect
in promoting good order in the class and of
increasing the interest of their scholars in
Bible study.

About ten years ago the General Assen-
bly, on the recommendation of its Commit-
tee on Temperance, adopted a * Plan of
Work,” by which, through Sessions, Sab-

JULY, 1901

No. 7
bath Schools, Young People’s Societies, ete.,
temperance work might be carried on in the
congregation, without undue machinery.
This “Plan of Work * has ever since, under
the zealous management of Rev. D. Stiles
Fraser, Upper Stewiacke, Nova Scotia, been
rendering effective service. The literature
connected with it has now been put in charge
of the Samsari Scroor Pusrications and
will be issued as part of their regular sup-
plies. It consists of a Manual, 3c. cach;
Temperance Pledge Cards, 50c. a hundred,
and Pledge Books, 5e. each. Address, as for
all other supplics, Rev. R. Douglas Fraser,
Confederation Life Building, Toronto.

The Materials of Genesis

In the introduction to his excellent Hand-
book on Genesis, Dr. Marcus Dods, after
stating that Genesis is a history of the origin
of God’s kingdom on carth and that “nothing
is omitted that is requisite to a clear under-
standing of the origin of that people and
kingdom, whose history is the history of
God’s revelation of Hipself,” goes on to
say i—

‘I it be asked, What materials does the
author seem to have used for the fulfilment
of this aim? the answer cannot be perfectly
definite. The idea that he merely sat down
and wrote without any consultation of docu-
ments, inquiring research into facts, or
recording of traditions, will not stand exam-
ination. But to the careful reader one thing
becomes perfectly clear, and that is, that the
author is not engaged in writing a free and
continuous history, as a man may write from
personal observation, but that he i compiling

or piecing together parallel accounts.
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¢ Neither has the author beenatany pains
to conceal this. He has been at greater
pains to collect and preserve all the avail-
able information, than to piece it together
into one fluent and smooth-flowing narrative.
He allows you to see the joinings. He does
not fuse the original stories and run them
out again in continuous stream into an en-
tirely new mould, but bolts them together,
for the most part golid and intact as he finds
them.

1t is to this circumstance we owe the
gingular simplicity and everlasting beauty of
the Book of Genesis. The grace and vivid-
ness of these stories that we never weary of
reading, and in which each character stands
with a clearness and individuality which
the most brilliant writer of fiction has never
been able to rival—this fascination of the
narrative, is due to the circumstance that
these stories were moulded by oral tradition
and were handed down from gire to son,
told and retold for centuries, before they
were ever set down in writing.”

The Structure of Genesis
By Rev. Professor J. E. McFadyen, M.A., B. 1.
(Oxron.)

The Bible is the story of God's love.

The first gix books of the Old Testament,
Genesis to Joshua, tell the early story of the
people to whom God chose to declare that
love.

The message had to come through a mes-
genger. At first that messenger was Israel,
and Israel had to be specially prepared and
equipped for the task God had set them to do.

The story of those early days of prepara-
tion and discipline is opened by the book of
Genesis.

Now this large purpose of God has never
to be forgotten when we are reading the
gimple, familiar stories of the early books of
the Bible. They are more than interesting
tales : they are radiant with some thought of
God. Tt is for us to see that ¢1.ought, and to
gee behind the progress of the narrative,
from story to story, how the divine purpose
is marching on, and God is shaping men and
events to fulfil His will.

The Structure of Genesis
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Now what is His will? His will is to save
men from gin ; and to declare this gracious
purpose to mankind, He gelects out of all
nations, a particular people, viz., Israel.

There lies

Tue Key 10 GENESIS,

These two thoughts divide the book. The
first eleven chapters show us a world lying
insin. The restof the book, beginning with
chapter 12, shows us how God selected,
trained, and disciplined, often sternly
enough, the fathers of the Hebrew nation,—
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph—that
nation which, in the fulness of the time, was
to give us Christ.

The opening chapter reminds us that man
was the erown of God’s creation, the last and
highest. Yet his history is from the begin-
ning a tragedy—the tragedy of false choice.
And how rapid and pathetic his decline!
On he goes from bad to worse. The dis-
obedience of chapter three becomes the mur-
der of chapter four, which ends in a cruel
song of revenge. A lurid light plays about
the ancient world that passes across those
pages. That world finally becomes go cor-
rupt that God, whose delight is in goodness,
san bear it no longer: and He sends is
fiorce flood to execute His righteous will.
But through the wrath gleams gentleness,
and He is graciously pleased to give the
world a fresh start in Noah. But its new
careerislike theold. Men cherigh soaringam-
bitions, and strive to thwart God’s purpose. *

It is against that gloomy back-ground that
the ever winsome patriarchal figures are set.
The world needs redemption sorely enough.
It is God’s nature to redeem, but it is His
way to choose men as the agents of His pur-
pose. 8o, with this deep end in view, chap-
ter 12 introduces us to

Tue CALL OF ABRAIAM.

For many reasong, which cannot here be
set forth, it was especially fitting that the
long discipline to which God was going to
subject the people He had chosen should
take place in Canaan. So He put it into
Abraham’s heart to leave his eastern home,
and Abraham obeyed the voice. Now there,
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in Abraham’s response to the divine call,

Tue Figst Rean Sree

is taken toward the fulfilment of God’s pur-
pose.  For Abraham is thus brought to the
land on which the great work has to be done,
and he is disciplined as a man: he learns
what faith is, and obedience and sacrifice,
and trust of the unseen. That is the note
that was through all God’s dealings with
him, and not with him only, but with all
who stand in

THE GREAT SUCCESSION

after him, and prepare the way, first for
Israel and then for Christ. In all that hap-
pens to Abraham afterwards, there is a
divine hand shaping him so as to make him
a worthy ancestor of the chosen people, and
a divine love watching over him, and pre-
serving him both from the dangers of his
new life, and from the effects of his own
folly.

And look how unflinchingly Abraham re-
sponds to all this tender care of his God!
He does not shrink from doing that which
will break his heart, if only he believes the
voice to be divine. He yields in unwaver-
ing response to the touch of the mighty
hand that is moulding his life ; for * he be-
lieved in God.”

The divine purpose, which began to work
itself ong in him, ie continued in his son
Isnac. For though the generations pass
away, God and His purpose are eternal. The
troubles and triumphs of Isaac’s life are not
unlike those of his greater father. On the
whole hig figure is more shadowy ; but once
we see him standing sharply out against the
¢ky as, waiting for his bride, he goes out to
meditate at the turning of the evening. In
the purpose of God there will always be
room for the thoughtful hearts as wel) as for
the strong hands.

At once more vigorous and more versatile is

His Grear SoN Jacos,
whose career is but an epitome of the world
which God is yearning to save ; marred by
sin, and saved by the strong hand of love
that is laid.upon him. Not only at Peniel,

but throughout the whole of Jacob's life,
Giod was wrestling with him. He was indeed
a mighty man, of vast resource and deep
cunning. But God had to teach him that
there was more in the world than he was
taking account of. It was his gin that drove
him into exile, and his sin that made the
thought of seeing his brother a terror to
him. But God grasps this wanderer’s life,
and shapes it, now by exile, now by sorrow,
into the thing that he would have it be, and
in the night seasons he teaches him, now by
gracious dreams, now by fierce wrestlings.
Then, after all thig discipline, he takes his
rightful place among the fathers of the
Hebrews, and the interest gathers round
Joseph.

This clear-sighted, beautiful dreamer has a
great work to do ; he is destined in the provi-
dence of God to be one day governor of
Egypt. He must therefore be the object of

A SPECIALLY SEARCHING DISCIPLINE,

and he learns more of sorrow than his fathers
had done. In him, patience and hope are
tried to the uttermost, but out of it all he
emerges with shining face. It is through
pain and sorrow like his that God qualifies
men for the service to which He calls them,
But again notice how, in spite of all manner
of obstacles, the divine purpose for this man,
and for Israel through him, is fulfilled.
Again and again it would seem that, human-
ly «peaking, he is lost. But nothing can be
lost that is kept by God; and through all
impediments the divine purpose cleaves its
way triumphantly until at last it sets Joseph
next the throne.

But it is the throne of Egypt; and with
that the strange romance of Genesis ends.
Jacob and Joseph both die in another land
than that which God had promised to their
fathers. It is for the remaining five books
to tell how their descendants, after much
waiting and many sorrows, at last were
brought again to the land in which their
work for the world was to be done.

Knox College, Toronto

““ Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and
he saw it, and was glad.”” John 8 : 56.
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Biblical Geography
Reu, George H. Smith, D.I. —__
“Ine\m'\_/“m(e the Bible countries,”

gaid an otherwise intelligent young : an to
the writer a short time ago. We are well
aware that this ignorance is common to the
great majority of sermon hearers and Sun-
day Sct ool scholars. The names of Nineveh,
Armenia, Syria, or even Egypt, convey nc
more knowledge to many than does the
mention of the nebula of Orion.

In the face of the almost numberless facili-
ties for acquiring knowledge now accessible
to everyone, such ignorance is unpardonable,
and we can little wonder that the Old
Testament story is go often regarded as dry
and uninteresting. It is impossible to un-
derstand the sacred narrative, or to follow
the vicissitudes of God's ancient people,
without some fair idea of the location of the
places mentioned. The full interest and
value of the present course of studies on the
lives of the Patriarchs cannot be attained
without & thorough acquaintance with the
geography of Bible lands. Teachers and
scholars ghould be as conversant with this
as with that of their own country.

For the study of the present course no
more serviceable map can be found than
that in this issue of Tie Teacners MoNTHLY,
But before examining this pink picture with
the blue spots around it, the pupil must
know how the part of the world here pic-
tured stands in its geographical relation to
his own and to other countries. Therefore
the teacher ghould provide himself with a
miniature map of the world.  On this it can
easily be shown that the geography of the
RBible is comprised almost entirely within a
circle having Jerusalem for its cenire and
drawn at a radius of 800 milés (sce map).
On the map of the world, teacher and class
ghould take an imaginary journey, tracing
the route with pencil, from the Sunday
School room to Jerusalem. This may be
made extremely interesting by the introduc-
tion of pictures or descriptions of the places
touched in such a journey and incidents
likely to be met with on the way.

From Jerusalem as a centre, other imag-

Biblical Geography

[Tuly

inary jonrneys may be made to the places
mentioned in the quarter's lessons.  Such a
book ag #mith's Hixtorical Geography of the
Holy Land, MeConn’s ** Holy Land in Geo-
graphy and History’" (2 small vols.), or a
good Bible Dictionary or Teacher's Bible,
will be very helpful,

The line in the lower lefi hand corner of
the map marking the seale of miles may be
used to good purpose,  Fold a narrow strip
of paper and divide §v into spaces each re-
presenting 100 milew by the seale. With
this at hand all distances may be readily
caleulated,

With the third lesson, the geography of
the quasier's study really begins, The ark
rested on Mt, Arnrat, marked near the mid-
dle of the top of the map, From this as a
radial point the descendants of Noah began
to multiply, As the population increased,
the territory of habitation became too small
and, like the waters in mpring time bursting
the confines of the lakes and spreading in
all dircetions over the surronnding country,
great floods of emigration gpread out from
Armenia to all the points of the compass.

Terah, n descondant of Shem, went gouth
to Chalaea, and this is the geographical lo-
cation of the fourth Jesson, Terah had three
sons, Abram, Nahors and Haran., Lot was
the son of Haran, Abram’s history begins
in the city of Ur of the Chaldees. It isfrom
Ur we really begin onr jonrney through the
Holy Land, and with the map before us
every Sunday, we ean trace with pencil the
journey along which the lessons will take us
till the end of the year,

The first move was in a north-westerly
direction to Haran in Mesopotamia, about
500 miles from Ur,  After a gojourn of five
years at Haran the eall of Gen, 12:4 came
and at the agoe of seventy-five “Abram took
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son,
and all their substance that they had
gathered, and the souls that they had gotten
in Haran ; and they went forth to go into
the land of Cannan; and into the land of
Canaan they eame,”’

The journey eould have been only two or
hiree hundred miles, which brought them
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to the country afterwards known as Pales-
tine, situated to the east of the Mediter-
ranean Sea, a small territory to be of such
historic importance, about 140 miles from
north to south, and 40 miles from east to
west, or about the size of Wales.

Now we have made a fair start in the
journey, and have entered that country
destined to be the storm-centre of historic
action for centuries to come ; a country upon
which God has showered blessings and curs-
ings ; a country for a Jong time the centre of
the world’s civilization and religion; a
country made doubly “holy * for its being
the earthly abode of our blessed Saviour ;
and a place for which God has yet, doubt-
less, in store many and startling revelations
of His power and glory.

Study the map carefully. Let it be indel-
ibly photographed in the memory; for
our studies are to be about this place, and
here we are to follow the dealings of God
with His covenant people. Here we are to
see them gettled, and driven out by famine,
and miraculously restored and reinstated,
and exalted to be a great people. Then
banished again, and again brought back and
finally dispersed. And in all this stirring
history, with its startling events crowding
upon one another in rapid succession, we
are to trace the hand of God moving among
the nations, working out that great problem
spoken of in Hag. 2:7, ““The desire of all
nations,” the Saviour of the World.

St. Catharines, Ont,

Because of the very wide field covered
by Tue Teacners MoNtaLY and the necessity,
on that account, of printing early, this issue
goes to press before the meeting of the
General Assembly, We are sure, however,
that whatever plansthe Assembly may make
for the extension and improvement of Sab-
bath School work will be heartily seconded
by teachers and scholars throughout the
Church.

The August number of Tue TeAcHErs
Mo~rary will contain an article by Pro.essor
McFadyen, on “ The Discipline of Abraham.””

ORDER OF SERVICE: Third Quarter

Opening
1. SILENCE.
II. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.
SvperiNTENDENT.  Make a joyful noise un-
to the Lord, all ye lands.
Scuoon. Serve the Lord with gladness :
come before His presence with singing.
SuperINTENDENT. Know ye that the Lord
He is God.
Scr oL, It is He that made us and not
we curselves,
PERINTENDENT AND Scroor. Weare His
ple, and the sheep of His pasture.
IT1. SINGING.
IV, Praver; closing with the Lord's
Prayer in concert.
V. Reaping or LEssox, in concert or in
alternate verses.
VI. Singing.
The Lesson
1. Stupy 1v Crasses. (Let it be entirely
undisturbed by Secretary’s or Librarian’s
distributions, or otherwise. )
I1. SiNGING,

111. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S Diew;
which may include Recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text and
Heads of Lesson Plan.

Closing

I. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SECRETARY'S  AND
LiBRARIAN'S DISTRIBUTIONS.

II. SiNGING.

TIT. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

SuperiNTENDENT. The mercy of the Lord
is from everlasting to everlasting upon them
that fear Him, and His righteousness unto
children’s children.

Scroon. To such as keep His covenant,
and to those that remember His command-
ments to do them.

1V. Crosing Hymy or DoxoroGy.

V. BenepicrioN ok CLOSING PRAYER.
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Bible Dictionary for Third Quarter,
1901

A-bim'-e-lech The personal name or offi-
cial title of the king of Gerar, where Abram
gojourned’ on account of famine.

A’-bra-ham
at first Abram, ‘“father of elevation; a
Chaldean, son of Terah, a descendant of
Shem nmi father of the Hebrew nation, and,
figuratively, of all the faithful. (Gal. 3: 7-9.)

Am’-or-ites “ Highlanders.”” One of the
strongest tribes of Canaar. The name is
gometimes used to denote all the inhabitants
of Canaan. They extended to both sides of
the Jordan.

Ar'-a-rat A mountainous district of Ar-
menia between the Caspian and the Medi-
terranean seas. It was on one of the moun-
tains of this range that the ark rested.

Be’-er-she’-ba “ Well of the oath ” ; the
southern limit of the Holy Land ; so called
from the oath of peace between Abram and

Abimelech, king of the Philistines. (Gen. |

21 :31)
Beth'=el “‘House of God” ; a town of
Palestine twelve miles north of Jerusalem.
Hai was five miles east. At Bethel Abram
on his arrival in Canaan pitched his tent and
built an altar. Here Jacob saw the vision
of the ladder. 4

Ca'-na-an The name means ‘‘ lowlands,”
and was at first given to the low-lying coast
line of Palestine, but afterwards to all the
lands west of the Jordan.

4 : I
Dam-asc-us The most ancient city of

Syria. It lies 2,200 feet above the sea in the
midst of a very fertile plain watered by the
river-Barada (the Abana of 2 Kings 5).

E-dom “Red” ; a name given to Esau
in memory of his having sold his birthright
for the red pottage. Also an extensive dis-
trict south and east of Canaan, originally
called Seir.

E'-gypt Thecountry watered by the Nile,
from the first cataract to the Mediterranean
Sea ; called Kem (black) by the natives, and
Aigyptus by the Greeks.

".gau Son of Isaac and brother of Jacob.
He took up his abode in Seir and became
the father of the Edomites.

Eu-phra’-tes One of the great rivers of
Western Asia. Named as one of the rivers
of Paradise (Gen. 2 : 14). It was the north-
east limit of the Hebrew dominion at the point
of its greatest expansion.

Ge'-rar A Philistine city on the south-
western border of Palestine near Gazar.

Ha'-i A town five miles east of Bethel.

Ha'-ran A busy commercial city of Meso-

tamia, 240 milés north-west of Nineveh.

ere Terah, Abraham's father, died.

Bible Dictionary

“Father of a multitude” ;\
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| He’-bron A town in the hill country of
| Judmea twenty miles south of Jerusalem,
| Where Abraham dwelt for a time and near
which he was buried in the cave of Mach-
pelah.

I’-saac The gon of Abraham and Sarah;
the * child of promise.”
| Ig'-ra-el “ Prince of God” ; the name
| given to Jacob after wrestling with the angel
at the ford of Jabbok. Later, a name ap-
plied to all his posterity

Jab'-bok A stream traversing Gilead and
emptying into the Jordan. It was here that
Jacob wrestled with the angel.

Ja'-cob “Supplanter” ; son of Isaac,
brother of Esau, and father of the twelve
patriarchs, He supplanted his brother Esau
and gained possession of the birthright and
his father’s blessing.

Je'-ho-vah—ji'-reh ‘“Jehovah will pro-
vide’ ; the name given by Abram to the
lace where God provided a ram for sacrifice
instead of Isaac.

Jor'-dan *‘Descender” the chief river of
Palestine, riging in the monntains of Leban-
on and flowing southward to the Red Sea.
It is 200 miles long and in many places its
descent is very rapid.

Luz A Canaanite town, afterward called
| Bethel.
| Mam’-re The grove of oaks near Hebron
where Abraham sojourned.

Mo-ri’-ah The district on one of whose
hills Abraham was about to sacrifice Isaac,
(lzis gon. Possibly one of the hills where
Jerusalem now stands.

No'-ah Son of Lamech, a descendant of

Seth. Built the ark before the deluge, from
| which, with his family, he was saved.

Pe-ni’-el Also ‘“Penuel’”’—* face of God”’;
an encnm}nm-nt east of Jordan where Jaoob
saw God face to face.

Phil’-ist-ines Descendants of Ham, who
had migrated northward to the plain of
Palestine by the Mediterranean Sea.

Re-ho'-both A well dug by Isaac in
Gerar.

Sa’-rah ¢ Princess” ; originally Sarai,
“my princess " ; wife of Abraham.

Si’-chem ‘ Shechem’ ; a town in the
hills of Ephraim, near which Abraham en-
camped on his entrance into Canaan.

Sod’'-om A city in the vale of Siddim ;
chosen by Lot, Abraham’s nephew, for a
residence after his separation from Abraham.

Zo'-ar A small town of the vale of Sid-
dim, where Lot found shelter after the de-
struction of Sodom.




By the of the I 1 Lesson where the verses in the Lesson passage exceed
adozen, only a portion is printed, but comment is given on the whole This ar will be
continued only to the close of the present year, after which the Whole Lesson Passage will again be printed,

. International Bible Lessons

Studies in the Lives of the Patriarchs
LessoN CALENDAR: THIRD QUARTER

God the Creator of All Things.
July 14, v .. .....Beginning of Sin and l{«-d(-mptmn
3. July 21, Noah Saved in the Ark.

. July AT ..God Calls Abram.
... Abram and Lot.
.God’s Promise to Abram. Gen. 15: 1-18.
... Abraham’s Intercession.
..Abrabam and Isaac. Gen. 22: 1-14.
. Isaac the Peacemaker.
..Jacob at Bethel.
..Jacob a Prince with God. Gen. 32:1-32,
Temperance Lesson.

.. REviEw,

GOD THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS

August 4
. August 11
August 18 P
August 25, cocve 00
9. September 1.....
. September 8 ....
. September 15 .
. September 22
. September

Lesson 1.

Gen.1:1t02:3.
(mn 3:1-15.
Gen, 8:1-22,
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Genesis 1: 1—2: 3; v. 26 to 2: 3 only printed, by recommendation of International 8.8, Lesson Committee,
Commit to memory vs. 26, 27,

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness: and let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
cree |ning thing that ereepeth upon the earth,

180 God created man in_his own image, in the
image of (-ofl created he him; male and female
created he th

28 And (-ud hk-nscd them, and God said unto them,
Be fruitful, nnd multiply, ‘and replenish the earth,
and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every
living thing that moveth upon the earth,

29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every
herb 2 bearing seed, which i upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a

tree yielding seed ; to you it shall be for meat,

80 'And to every beast of the earth, and to every
I'm\l of the air, and to ev. ery thing that creepeth upon
the earth wherein there is life, I have given every
green hero for meat: and it was so,

31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and,
hehold, i was very good. And 3the evening and the
mnrnlng were the sixth day.

4Thus the heavens and the earth were
ﬂninhed, and all the host of them.

2 And on the seventh day God sended his work
which he had made; and_he rested on the seventh
day from all his work which he had made.

3 And God blessed the seventh day, and ésanctified
it: because that in it he Thad rested from all his
work which God created and made.

Version—'And ; 2Bearing ; sThere was evening and there was morning, the sixth day ; 4And

Revised ;
the heaven ; 5Finished ; OHullo“ed T0mit had.
OOLD“ 'mx'r

Gen,1: 1, Inthe God the

and the earth.
DAILY READINGS

M. —Gen, 1: 113,
T. —Gen. 1: 14-25,
W. —Gen, 1: 26to 2: 3.

h.—Psalm 8, God's greatness in creation,

God the Creator of all things,

F. —Isaiah 40: 21-31. nﬁh“ power,

8, —Job38: 1-14 s questions.
8. —Psalm 104:1°12, uw \\ isdom in creation.

ATECHISM
Q. 84. What doth cn ery sin deserve?

A. Every gin deserveth God's wrath and curse, both
in this life, and that which is to come,

E PLACE
Time: the beginning of all things. Place: this
earth which God made,

LESSON m
e Creation of the World,
B lhe almighty wisdom and puwer of God.

tion of Man,
in the Dh lm- image and llkcm-sm
. of Rest, ch, 2: 1-3.
W hen lhe wnrk of creation was finished.

LESSON
Book of Praise, 72 (Ps, Sel.); 1; 22; 512; 509; 518.

EXPOSITION

By Rev. W. G,

Introduction.—The book of Genesi
the portal of divine revelation. As its title
implies, it is a book of ‘‘beginnings.”” It
records the commencement of time, of the
created universe, of history, and of human
redemption. The opening chapters show
how, through successive periods and by pro-
gressive stages, God created the world out
of nothing, with its ordered regularity and

na, B. A., Mount Forest, Ont.

[Completeness of arrangement. This first
lesson teaches that God prepared the earth
as the abode of man, created him with
dominion over it, and then observed Sab-
bath rest.
I. The Creation of the World, 1-25.

Vs. 1, 2. Inthe beginning. This was the be-
ginning of time.  God ercated the heaven and the

earth, Here the material universe came in-
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to existence by the creative act of God who | The boundaries of species are thus fixed,

existed before it. (John 1:1-3.) Without
form and void; a shapeless, confused mass, a
lifeless solitude enveloped in darkness.  The
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
He has life in Himself, and from Him life
must come to the lifeless mass beneath.
(John 4:24; Ps. 33: 65 Job 33:4.) Is this a
foreshadowing of the doctrine of the Trin-
ity? (Compare ve. 1 and 2 with John
1:1-3.)

V. 3-5. And God said, Let there be light.
His word expressed His will ; by the mere
exercise of which He called light into exis-
tence, and separating it from darkness by a
definite boundary called it day and the dark-
ness night.

Vs. 68. Let there be a firmament. An ex-
panse separating the mist and clouds of the
atmosphere from the seething, unshaped
mass below. Called the firmament Heaven;
“lifted up, the heights,” the atmospheric
envelope which gradually fades out into the
universal ether beyond. |

Vs. 9,10, Let the waters be gathered; into
the depression prepared for them, o that
the rest may bedry land. (See Ps. 104 693
Job 38:8-11.)  Earth; “flats” in distinction
from the “heights” of heaven.

Ve, 11-13.  Let the earth bring forth grass. ..
herb . . . fruit tree. Thus God clothed the

each after its sort. God blessed them. ‘‘The
wishing word becomes the imparting word.”
(Delitzsch.)

Ve. 24, 25.  Let the earth bring forth.  God
filled the earth, like the sea and the air
with living creatures, and now the world is
ready to become the abode of man.

11 The Creation of Man, 26-31.

Vs. 26, 27. God said, Let us makeman. The
creation of the plants and lower animals was
by the simple word of God. Now God de-
liberates to create man after a divine pattern
as a special work, because he is to stand in
a higher relation to Himself than they.
Image . . . likeness. Man was made like God
in intellectual and moral natire, to be His
vice-regent upon the earth, (1 Cor. 11:7.)
Dominion ; the right to rule. In the image
of God created he him . . . them. Notice that
him and them are equivalent terms, show=
ing the true relation of the sexes.

V. 28. And God blessedthem. This blessing
is superior in character and importance to
that of v. 21, Subdue it. This anticipates all
invention and discovery, all science and art,
so that man’s highest achievements still fall
<hort of what God set before him. The
higher man rises in the gcale of Christian
civilization, the nearer he comes to the divine

\ idez] with which he was introduced into the

earth with vegetation, with power, each | world.

gpecies to reproduce its own kind. Nomen- |
tion is made of time measured by the sun | givea you every herd.

Ve, 29, 80, And God said, Behold, I have
Here provision is made

or planets during these three creative | for the support of man as the master of the

periods.
Vi, 14-19.

Let there be lights ; luminaries, | pendent

He is to be kept mindful of his de-
condition by drawing his support

earth.,

sources of light to pour it forth and regulate | from the creation beneath him, Permission

its distribution.
seasons . .
man activities by defining day and night and

(Ps. 74:16.)

And God made two greatlights . . . the stars also.
In this fourth period the heavenly bodies
were created, their order, motions and effects
definitely fixed, and inanimate creation com-
pleted.

Ve, 20-23.  Let the walers bring forth; not
by their own inherent power buy by the

Signs . . . | is given him for
.days . . . years; to regulate hu- ‘ The permission
‘.‘grunle(l later. And to every beast of the earth
controlling the succession of the scasons. .

the use of vegetable food.
to use animal food was

T have given every green herb for meat.
This might seem to show that at first all
animals ate vegetables only, but Sir William
Dawson gays that this ““indicates merely the
general fact that the gupport of the whole
animal creation was based on vegetation.”
The permission given afterwards to man to
use animal food shows that he did not use it

creative energy of God. After their kind. | till then.
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V. 31. And God saw everything that he had
made, and, behold, it was very good. At the
close of previous stages of creation, God
pronounced His work “‘good.” Now, on gur-
veying the work as finished, with man as the
crown of it all, He pronounced it ‘‘very
good,” a strong and emphatic expression of
satisfaction that it met His ideal and was
perfect in every part.  This shows that man
had neither defect nor flaw when he left the
Creator’s hand. (Ecel. 7:29; 1 Tim. 4:4.)
IIL The Day of Rest, ch. 2 : 1-3.

Ch. 2:1, Thus the heavens and the earth
were finished. 'With the creation of man, the
creative work of God was finished. And all
the host of them ; in their orderly array, like
a well-marshalled army. In the finished
world there was perfect order. Everything
was in proper balance, with full equipment,
and right adjustment of parttopart. Chaos
(emptiness) has become cosmos (order), the

shapeless mass an ordered world.

V. 2. On the seventh day God ended hiswork.
It was finished when the seventh day came,
so that He had then done with it, and made
no further addition to it. And he rested on
the seventh day. Not that He felt fatigue (Isa.
40 : 28), but He simply ceased from the
special form of activity. Unlike preceding
days, no mention is made of the close of this
rest day ; so it continues with us and will
continue. ¢

V. 8. And God blessed the seventh day. He
declared it to be the special object of divine
favor as a source of blessing to His creatures.
And hallowed it (Rev. Ver.) ; set it apart as
holy, to be devoted to sacred purposes.
Hence the command, Ex. 20 : 8-11, is founded
on God’s own example, and the authority
for the Sabbath has this early and august
sanction, besides being written by the finger
of the Almighty Himself on tables of stone.

APPLICATION

By Rev.

es W, Falconer, B.D,, Truro, Nova Scotia

“ The way in which Tan thinks of God and the world, and their relation to one another, is
decisive for the whole tendency of his thought.”

In the beginning God created the heaven and
the earth, v. 1. A most significant sentence,
that has given form to the first article of the
Creed, “‘I believe in God the Father Al-
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth,” and
not only a speculation but decisive for
action.

As to its practical bearing, consider what
the effect would be had there been more than
one creator! If part of the world were
mde by our Heavenly Father, while another
paxri was the product of another creator, con-
fusion would be introduced into the world.
It would be as if two rulers governed one
land and gave opposing orders. We could
not then be sure that all things would work
together for good to them that love God ; for
there might be certain departments over
which God had no control. But since God
made all things and is responsible for the
whole world, He can bring all things into
their right place; nor need wo dread the
entrance of any hostile force superior to God.
We can survey the upheavals of the world

with peace of heart, for God made it.

Its scientific value. That God is the*one
great Creator of all things is one of the fun-
damental facts of science. Man can study
the earth and sky, can tell the story of rock
and ocean and stars, because the world is the
creation of one great mind. The earth is
God’s book, and its pages are legible because
of Him who put His thought into all thingsat
the dawn of the wond. The world did not
come by chance, neither was it self-made ;
but God made it, and we may therefore ex-
pect that part will work in harmony with
part. The sun will rise and set in its order,
the seasons come and go, the laws of nature
all continue, because One Being is the author
of the unity ; and while modern science has
made the great discovery that all is law, the
Bible long ago revealed the same truth under
another form, when it said, ‘‘In the begin-
ning God created the heaven and the earth.”
“By him, and through him, and to him
are all things.” (Rom. 11: 36.)

God saw that it was good, vs. 4, 10,12, A
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monk of the olden time dreamed that he was
carried to heaven and the angels asked him
many questions concerning the world, of
whose beauty they had received go many
reports.  With confusion the monk answered
that he had been so bugy thinking of his soul
that he never had looked much at the world.
But he decided that if he were allowed to re-
turn to the earth, he would give more time
to beholding the glorices of ereation.  * The
heavens declare the glory of God ; and the
firmament gheweth his handiwork.”  (Ps.
19: 1.) The observant youth may early
commence to take notice of nature. It may
form his special study, may give direction to
his after life, and if he believes that God
made the world, he may become another of
the many men of science who have made the
world minister to their religious convictions.
The world is good and we should not miss
any good thing.

So God ereated man in his own image, v. 27.
Behold our Magna Charta. The last and
best of all creations is man. After God had
made ready the home and provided nourish-
ment, He formed man to occupy the world.
The world was made for man, who is the
crown of creation,  We may learn therefore
a lesson in self-respect,  Since our origin
is g0 lofty and there are guch possibilities in
our nature, what care should we take to cul-
tivate all the powers that have been given
to us! Human nature is akin to the divine.

heavenly character. If we hate them, we
hate God ; if we love them, we love God also.

T the image of God, v. 27. What is this
image? It consists in our mental life, our
will power and our conscience. We are
different from animals because we can use
our mind and will. T think 