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The Principles of Democracy and Proletarian

S MARXISTS, we have never been idol-

worshippers of formal democracy. In a so-
ciety of classe®;. democratie institutions not only
do not eliminate class struggle, but also give to
elass interests an utterly imperfeet -expression.
The propertied classes always have at their dis-
posal tens and hundreds of means of falsifying,
subverting and violating the will of the toilers.
And demoerstic institutions beecome a' still' less
perfeet medium for the expression of the: class
struggle under revolutionary circumstances. Marx
_ealled revolutions ‘'‘the locomotives of _hntory
Owing to the open and direct struggle for power
the working pedple acquire much political ex-
perience -in a Short time and pass rapidly frem
one stage to the next in their development. The
ponderous /machinery of demoeratie institutions
iags behind this evolution all the more, the bigger
the oountrymam.i the less perfect its techniecal ap-

paratus.

V'Plu‘ majority in the conxptmt assembly provod

/mentary ‘rules of precedure, the contml f the
government belonged to them. But the party of
Right Social Revolutionists had a chance to ae-
quirg eontrol during the entire pre-Oectober period
of the revolution. Yet, they avoided the respon-
sibilities of government, leaving the lion’s share
of it to the liberal bourgeoisie, By this very conrse

Dictatorship

the Right Socifl Revolutionists lost the last ves-o
tiges of their influence with the revolutionary ele-
ments by the time the numerical composition of
the constituent assembly formally obliged them to
form. a government. The working elass, as well
as the Red Guards, were very hostile to the party
of- Right Soecial Revolutionists. The vast majority
of. soldiers supported the Bolsheviki. The revolu-
tionary . element in the provinees divided their
sympathies between -the Left Social_Revolution-
ists and the Belsheviki., The sailors. who had
playéd suech an important role in revolutionary
events, were almost unanimously on our side. The
Right Soecial Revolutionists, moreover, had to leave
the Soviets, which in Oectober—that is, before the
convoeation of the constituent assembly—had taken
the government .into their own hands. On whom,
then, could a mmmtry formed by tho eonstmlnnt

porari]y by the bonrgeome on the Right. But
snech a government would lack all the material

,means of administration. At:such a politieal center

as Petrograd, it would encounter irrestible opposi-
tion from the very start. If under these ¢ireum-
stances the Soyiets, submitting to the formal ldkie

of demoeratic conventions, had turned the gov-
ernment over to the party of Kerensky and Cher-
nov, such -a. government, compromised and debili-
tated as it was, would only introduce temporary
confusion into the politieal life of the country,
and would be overthrown by a new uprising in a
few weeks. The Soviets decided to reduce this be-
lated historical experiment to 'its lowest terms,
and dissolved the constituent assembly the very
first day it met.

For this, our party has been most severely cen-
sured. The dispersal of the constituént assembly
has also created a decidedly unfavorable impres-
sion among the leading circles of the European
Socialist parties. Kautsky has explained, in 2
series of articles written with his charaeteristie
pedantry, the intérrelation existing between the
Social Revelutionary problems of the preoletariat
and the regime of political democracy, He tries

to pmwtbﬂfortlevorkhgdﬂ'ltbdw._

rodm‘ed this historieal truth to pmfmnul ban-
ality. If, in the final analysis, it is to the advan-
tage of the proletariat to introduce its class strug-
gle and even its dictatorship, through the chamnels
of demoerati¢ institutions, it does not at all fol-

+ (Continued on Page Three)
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An Appeal of the Spartacus Group

To the Workers of All Countries!
“Christmas, 1918

“Proletarians ! ‘Men and Women of Labor!
“‘“Comrades!

#The revolution in Germany has come! The
masses of the soldiers who for four years were
driven to slanghter for the sake of ecapitalistie
profits ; the masses of workers. who for four years
were -exploited, erushed, and starved, have re-
xolted. Prussian militarism, that fearful tool of
oppressiqn, that scourge of humanity—lies broken
on the ground. Its most noticeable representatives,
and theréwith the most noticeable of those guilty
of this war, the Kaiser and the Crown Prinee,
have fled from the country. Workers, and Sailors’
Couneils have been formed everywhere.

“Workers of all ecountries, we do not say that
. in Germany all power actually lies in the hands
of the working people, that the complete triumph
of the proletarian revolution has already been
attained. There still sit in- the government all
those Socialists who in August 1914, abandoned our
most precious possession, the International, who
for, four years betrayed the German working elass
and the International.

‘“‘But, workers of all countries, now the Ger
man proletarian himself speaks to. you. We be-
lmwchnmﬂchtto.ppenbdouym
forum in his name. From the first day of this
war we endeavored to do our international duty
by fighting that eriminsl government with all our

-power and branding it as the one really guilty of

the war.

‘“Now at this moment we are justified before
history, before the International and before the
German . proletariat. The masses agree with us
enthusiastically, constantly widening circles of the
proletariat share the convietion that the hour has
struck for a settlement with eapitalistic class rule.

“But this great task cannot -be accomplished by
the German proletariat alone; it ean only fight and
trinmph by appealing to the solidarity of the
proletarians of the whole world.

SOCIALIST PARTY
OF CANADA

PROPAGANDA MEETINGS
SUNDAY, MARCH 9

At 8 p.m, Sharp

>

EMPRESS THEATRE
Corner Gore and Hastings

Speaker Zafosux

“‘Comrades of the belligerent countries, we are
awaré of your situation. We know full well that
your governments, now that they have won the
virtory, are dazzling the eyes of many strata of
the people with thé external brilliancy of their
trinmph. We know that they thus suceceed thmugh‘
the suceess of the murdering in making its eauses
and aims forgotten.

“But ‘'we also know that in your countries the
proletariat made the most fearful sacrifices of
fiech and blood, that it is weary ‘of the dreadful
butchery, that the proletarian is now returning
to:his home, and is finding want and misery there,
while fortunes amounting to billions are heaped
up in the hands of a few ecapitalists. He has
recognized, and - will -continue to recognize, that
your governments, too, have carried on the war
for the sake of the big money stakes. And he
will further perceive that your governments, when
they spoke of ‘justice and ecivilization’ and of the
‘protection of s=mall nations,” meant ecapitalist
profite as surely as did ours when it talked ahout
the ‘defence of home’; and that the peace
‘jostice’ dind of the ‘Leagune of Nations’ are bt
a part of the same base brigandage that pro-
dviced the peace of Brest-Litovsk. Here as well as

there the sameé shameless lust for hooty, the same

desire for oppression, the same determination to-
cxploit to the limit the brutal preponderance of
mu~derous steel.
““The imperialism of all countries lmm no
s (Continued on Page Three)
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THE hl‘ D ls LA(;

Translator’s Note

The following two chapters are from a new book
by Franz Mehring entitled ‘‘Karl Marx, Geschichte
seines Tebens,”’ intended as a contribution to the
hundredth anniversary of Marx's birthday, (May
5, 1918).

The book is written with both admirstion and
criticism for the great subject, and both qualities

Kafl Marx

n*rxuznnm:

genius has v;qu:r(d an_immense power, which has
always dxuppeared however, as soon as genius
has undestaken to aet en its own authority; the
rock of $t..Helena has then been its asylum. Or,
if gepfus consents to don the frock coat of the Phil-
mlrr it may rise to the position 6f a Grand-Ducal
Sz on Minister of State at Weimar, or a Profes-
cor at the Royal Prussian University at Berlin.

are needed in a good biography, as Mehring pomts #But unhappy is the lot of the genius who, in

out in his foreword. Comrade Rosa Luxembu B
has contributed a masterly bit from her pen: Sie
portion dealing with the second and third; vol-
umes of *‘Capital,”” which forms the third #€ction
of Chapter XIIL Another brave woman 'ﬂxo has
fought in the front ranks of the ptoletrhat Com-
rade Clara Zetkin, ‘‘the heiress of fde Marxian
spirit,”’ is she to whom the book i dedicated.

1. GENIUS AND SO0IETY

Tithough it may be said that Marx found a
second home in England, *iie term ‘‘home’’ must
not here be understood -7ith too wide a connota-
tion. He was never inidny way molested in. Eng-
land because of his?revolutionary aetivity, and
yet England w&:{iften the object of his attacks.
The government”of the ‘“‘greedy and envious na-
tion of shopk‘jéi)ers" was inspired by a greater
degree of siff-respect and self-consciousness than
those (orfdnental governments, which, terrified
by the'r‘ evil consciences, send the darts and
Ja\eJ‘uls of .the police after their opponents even
wpen the latter are active only in the fields or
r;.mu:umnon and propagands.

In another, profounder sense, however, Marx
found it impossible to regard any country as his
home, onece he had learnt to read in the very soul
of bourgeois society, with his divining eyes. The
lot of genius in that social system is a long story,
and it has given rise to the most varied opinions;
from the innocent faith in God, which is the
Philistind’s and which promises final victory to
all true genius, to Faust’s melancholy reflection:
Those few who ever had a trace of it,

Apd in their folly hid it not;
Revealed their souls, their visions to the rabble;
the cross, the stake, have been their certain lot.

The historical method that owes its develop-
ment to Marx permits us td dee more dééply in
this field too. The Philistine promises every genius #
a final vietory, simply because the is a Philistine;
but whenever a real, genius has not been crucified
or burnt at the stake, it has simply been because
the genius finally consented to become a Philis-
tine. Had they not been attached by their bour-
geois wigs to the social system of their time, Goethe
and Hegel would never have become recognized
“‘great men’’ of bourgeois seciety.

Whatever may be the merits of bourgeois society,
which, in this connection, must be regarded only
as the most developed form of class system, and
however numerous these merits may be, it certainly
cannot be said that this society ‘ever afforded a
safe refuge for genius. And it would be impos-
sible for boirgeois society to play this ‘part, for
the very nature of genius implies the opposition
of the creative impulse of an unfettered human
_ spirit, to established tradition. and ecolliding with
the barriers that are necessary to the existence
of class society. There is a little lonely church-
yard on the island of Sylt, in the North Sea, and
it harbors the unknown dead washed ashore by
the waves, and the cross standing in the ehumﬁ
yard bears the inscription: ‘“The cross of /Qol-
githa is a home of the homeless.”” To bé sure
it was mot intended in this inseription to indicate
+he lot of genfus in a class-ruled sociefy, yet the
fact Has been well stated in these words: Genius
is homeless in the class system; jn such a system
its home. is only on the cross of Golgatha.

Of, course, the case is al ‘géhius can come
to some agreément with ﬁﬁ- society. Whenever
“ it has placed its services at the disposal of the
bourgeois, in order ta‘ overthrow feudal society.

proud independence and inaccessibility; opposes
bourgeois society, prophesying its downfall on
the basis of its own inner strueture, forging the
weapons which are to inflict a death-blow on this
society. For such a genius, bourgeois society has
only racks and tortures, which may, to be sure,
seem less savage to the external- eye than the
crucifixion of the aneient world and the ‘‘auto da
fe’’ of medieval society, but are in reality much

amore cruel.

Of all. the geniuses of the 19th century, none suf-
fered so cruelly under the tortures of this lot
than Karl Marx, the most inspired of them all
He was obliged to struggle with the sordid cares
of daily life even in the very first decade of his
public activity, and when he settled in London
he entered upon the life of an exile with its worst
burdens, but his truly Promethean lot cannot be
said to have begun until, after a painful ascent
to his prime, in the full flourish of his manly
energy, he was daily assailed by the petty troubles
of life, by the depressing worries as to his daily
bread; and this lasted for years and for decades!
Up to the day of his death he did not succeed in
establishing - himself in the domain of bourgeois
society, even in the most rudimentary sense.

And yet, his mode of life was far removed from
what -a Philistine may be inclined to term, in the
generally accepted disreputable-sense of the word,
““the life of a genius.”” His diligence was as tre-
mendous as his strength; early in life his iron con-
stitution began to be undermined by the excessive

labors of his days and nights. Incapacity for labor

he considered to be the death sentence of any
that was more than an animal, and he meant
these words in dead earnest;
seriously ill for several weeks, he wrote to Engels:
“‘These days, being completely unfit for work, 1
have read the following: Carpenter’s Physiology,
Lord’s ditto, Kolliker’s Theory of Tissues, Spurz-
peuns Anatomy of the Brain and Nervous Sys-
tem, and Schwann and Schleiden’s  Zellen-
schmiere.”” And in spite of all his eagerness for
study, Marx remained ever mindful of his own
statement, made when he was still 4 young man,
that a writer must never work in order to make
money, but that he must make money in order to
bé able to. work; Marx never underestimated the
“‘imperative necessity of earning one’s living.”
But all his exertions were of no avail against
the suspicions, the hatred, or, in the most favor-
able caBe, the fears, of a hostile world. Even those
German publishers who wished to emphasize their
independence wefe afraid of the name of this dis-
reputable ‘demagogue. All German parties alike
slandered him. and whenever the eclear outlines
of his position forced their way through the mists
of deception, it was killed by the malicious
treacﬁery of systematie silence. Never has a na-

tnon been so ecompletely and for so long a period.
y,deprived of a knowledge of its greatest thinker.

The only connection that might have enabled
Marx to secure a comparatively firm footing in
T.ondon was his work as a eontributor to the New
York Tribune, which covered a full decade, be-
ginning in ‘1851. The Tribune, with its 200,000
readers, was then the wealthiest and most widely
circulated newspaper of the United States, and,
through its agitation in favor of American Fourier-
ism, it had at least raised itself above the level
of miere capitalistic money-making. And ‘the con-
ditions under which Marx was to werk for the
Tribune were not exactly unfavorable; he was to
write two articles a week and to get ten dollars

once, having been

%

for each article. This ‘'would have meant m an-
nual income of 1,000, which would Just: vibout
Lave enabled Marx’to keep his head above water
in Londen. Freiligraih} who went so far & to
boast that he was eatitig the ‘‘beefsteak of ‘exile”
in London, was not at {)pt paid for his business
activity. %

And of course, no difficulty was raised as to the
question whether the fee received by Marx from
the American paper corresponded to the literary
and scientific value of his eontributions. A ecapi-
talist newspaper ealculates on m’ket prices, and
in bourgeois society it has every w#ight to do so.
Marx never required more than this, but he might
reasonably have asked, even in bourgeois society,
a fulfilment of the terms of the contract once made
and perhaps also some degree of deference for
his work. But the Tribune and its put.hlher
showed not a trace of these qualities. Theoretu._\lly,
to be sure, Dana was a Fourierist, but pnctlc(gy
he was a hardheaded Yankee; his Socialism, ab.
cording to an angry declaration of Engels,
-amounted simply to the lousiest petty bourgeois
cheating. Although ‘Dana knew very well how
valuable a contributor Marx was and made liberal
use of Marx’s name to his subsecribers, whenever
he did not print Marx's letters as the produets of
his own editorial aetivity — and this occurred
rather often and never failed to arouse Marx’s
righteous indignation—he made use of every man-
ner of brutality to which a capitalist can resort
in his relations with ‘a source of labor-power
that he is exploiting.

He not only reduced Marx to half pay whenever
business was low;, but actually only paid for those
articles which he really printed, and had the
effrontery to throw into his waste-paper basket
everything that ‘did not suit his momentary pur-
_pose. For three weeks, for six weeks, in succes-
_sion, ‘Marx’s compositions would take this eourse.
To be sure, the few German newspapers in whose
columns Marx’s contributions found temporary
asylum, such as the Wiener Presse, did not treat
him better. He was therefore absolutely correct
in his statement that in newspaper work he fared
worse than any space-writer.

Already in 1858 he longed for a few months of
solitude, to devote to lelrn,a investigation. ‘‘It
seéms as if I ecannot have it All this newspaper
seribbling bores me. It takes away much of my
time, distracts me, and what does it amount to,
after all? Be as_independent as you like; you are
bound to your paper and to its readers, especially
if you are paid in cash, as I am. Purely scientfic
studies are quite a different matter.”” And how
much more savage were Marx’s exclamations after
he had worked for several additional years under
Dana’s gentle sway: ‘“It is in truth disgusting to
be condemned to regard it as a piece of good for-
tune to be printed in such a rotten sheet. Break-
ing bones, grinding them, and making soup of
them, like the paupers in the workhouse, that is
all that your politieal work, of which you get
more than you want in such a business, amounts
t0.”” Not only in his secanty sustenance, hut par-
tieularly in the absolute insécurity of his entire ~
existence, Marx fully shared the lot of the moder)(
proletariat.

Thirigs of which we formerly had only the most
general notions are shown with the m heart-
rendiniz clearness in his letters to Engels; he once
had to remain indoors because he had neither
shoes nor a epat suitable for street ‘wear; another
time, he lacked the few penece ry to buy
writing paper or a newspaper 6 read; on a third

(Continued on Page Three)
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occasion he deseribes his hunt for a few postage
stamps to mail a manuseript to a publisher. And
then, the eternal quarrels with the tradesmen,
whom. he could not pay for the most necessary
foodstuffs, not to mention the landlord, who was
threatening at any moment to send the sheriff into
his quarters, and his constant recourse to the
pawnshops, whose usurious interest rates would
destroy the last remnants of cash that might have
banished the phantom of care from his threshold.

Dame Care not only sat on his’ threshold, but
had even come in to share his board. His high-
minded wife, Who had been aceustomed from early
ehildHood to a life that was free from care, could
not but waver under the slings and arrows of
outrageous fortune, and wish that she -and her
children might be in their graves. In his letters
+Were i§ no lack of traces of domestic scenes, and
oceasionally he says that there is no greater folly
possible for people of social tendencies than” to
get married and thus land themselves over to the
petty cares of private life. But whenever her com-
plaints would make him impatient, he had words
of excusé and justifieation for her; her sufferings
from the indeseribable humiliations, tortures, and
terrors, which were eonnected with their position,
must ‘be greater than his, espeeially since she has
not the possibility of seeking refuge in the realm
of science, which often serves him as an asylum.
It was very hard_for both parents to see their
children deprived of the innoeent joys of yonth.

(To Be Concluded Nekxt Issue)

AN APPEAL OF THE ‘“SPARTACUS’ GROUP

(Continued from Page One)

‘understanding,” it knows only one right—capi-
‘?,al s profits; it knows only one language—the
s 'tard it knows only one .method—violence. And
1f it ,pow ulkmg in "all oountmu in yours as

well ‘a8 "ours, ‘about the ‘Teague ‘of Nations,” “dis-
ann-unent,”ﬂ_,frights of small nations,’ ‘self-deter-
mination of the peoples,’ it is merely using the
customary lying phrases of the rulers for the
purvose of lulling. to sleep the watchfulness of
the proletariat.

“Proletarians of all édeuntries! This must be the
last war! We. owe that to the twelve million
rurdered vietims, we owe zlh;\t to our children,
we owe that to humanity.

“Furope has-been ruined by this damnable
slaughter. Twelve million bodies cover. the grew-
some seenes of this imperialistie erime. The flower
of youth and the best man power of the pemleq
have been mowed down. Unecounited productive

forces have been annihilated. Humanity is almost

“epeadv to bleed to death from the unexampled
blood-letting of historw. Vietors and vanquished
stand at the edge of the abyss. Humanity is
threatened with famine, a stoppage of the entire
mechanism of produetion, plagnes and degenera-
tion.

““The great criminals of this fearful anarchy,
of this unchained chaos—the runling classes—are
not able to eontrol their own ereation. The beast
of eapital that eonjured up the hell of the world
war is incapable of banishing it, of restoring
real order, or insuring bread and work, peace
and civilization, justice and liberty, to tortured
humanity.

““What is being prepared by the ruling classes
as peace and justice is only a new work of brutal
force from which the hydra of oppression, hatred
and fresh. bloody wars raises its’thousawd heads.

“‘Socialism alone is in a position to complete

the great work of permanent neaee to heal the:

thousand wounds from which hamanity s bleed-
ing, to transform the plains of Burope. trampled
_ down by the passage of the a ] horseman

“of war. into blossoming gardens. to eonjure up
ten vroduective forces for every one destroved, to
awaken all the physieal and morsl energies of
humanity and to replace hatred and dissepsion

and fraternal solidarity, harmony: and respect

for every human- being.

‘“If representatives of the proletarians of all
countries could but clasp hands under the banner
of Socialism for the purpose of making peaee,
then peace would be concluded in a few hours.
Then there will be no.disputed questions about
the left bank -ef-the Rhine, Mesopotamia, Egypt
or colonies.- Then there will be dnly one -people:
the toiling human beings of all races and tongues.
Then thére will be only one right: the equality
of all men. Then there will be only one aim: pros-
perity and progress for everybody.

““Humanity is fac¢ing the alternative: Dissolu-
tion and downfall in ecapitalist anarchy, or re-
generation through the social revolution. The hour
of fate has struck. If you believe in Socialism,
it is now time to show it by deeds. If you are
Socialists, now is the time to aect.

‘“‘Proletarians of all countries, if we summon
you for a eommon struggle it is not done for the

sake of the German onpita_lists who, under the

label of ‘German nation,’ are trying to escape the
omrqequencos of their own erimes; it is being done
for our sake as well as for yours. Remember that
vour vietorious eapitalists stand ready to sup-
press in blood our revolution, which they fear as
they do their own. You yourselves have not be-
come any freer through the ‘vietory,” you have
only become still more enslaved. If your ruling
classes succeed in throttling the proletarian rev-
clution in Germany, and in Russia, then they
will turn against you with redoubled violence.
Your capitalists hope that vietory over us and
over revolutionary Russia will give them the power
to scourge vou with a whip of seorpions and to
erect the thousand-year empire of .exploitation
upon the grave of Socialism.

“Therefore the proletariat of Germany looks
toward you in this hour. Germany is pregnant
with the social revolution, but Socialism can omly
be realized by the proletariat of the world.

“ And, therefore, we eall to you: ‘Arise for the
struggle. Arise for aetion. The time for empty
nwnifestos, phtomc vesolutions, and high-sound-
ing words is goné! The hour of action has struck
for the International!’ We ask you to eleet Work-
ers’ and Soldiers’ Councils everywhere that will
seize political power, and, together with us, will
restore peace.

“ Vot Lloyd George and Poinecare, not Sonnino,
Wilson and Erzberger or Scheidemann, must he
allowed to make peace. Peace must be concluded
nnder the waving banner of the Soecialist world
revolution.

“Proletarians of all countries! We call upon yon
to complete the work of Soeialist liberation, to
zive a human aspeet to the disfigured world and
to make true those words with which we often

. greeted each other in the old days and which we

sang as we parted: ‘“‘And the Internationale shall
e thé human race!”’
“, “KLARA ZETKIN,
“ROSA LUXEMBURG,
“KARL LIEBNECHT,
“FRANZ.MEHRING.”

Three of these great fightéis for the social rev-
olution have now passed a\vay.ngg;l Rosa Luxem-
burg, beaten to death by a bourgesis mob, Karl
Liehnecht also by violenee, while the agéd scholar,
Frarz Mehring has died from the effects “ef im-
prisoniment. And now word comes to us that K\”&m
Zetkin is also dying from theé same ecause. Thus
four of the most prominent of the original group
of Spartaeans are out of the fight.

And yet, as though to confound thé great man

(bourgeois) theory of the preponderating influence.

of great individualities on social movements and
on the edurse of ‘history, the movement of the
revolutionary ‘proletariat gains strength day by
day, instead of collapsing. Another proof that that
method of interpréting history is a bonrgeon fal-
laey. <
The ‘‘Materialistic = Intérpretation”’ ’whed to
history shows that social movements sie historical
produets and have their sourée in the material
eud:ﬁmaollifemdgmtmhmonly&uewho

P
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UNITE AGAINST FOREIGN BAYONETS

How the Allied intervention is creating in Rus-
sia a “United Secialist Front,”’ is best seen from
the - fellowing manifesto recently issued by ihe
Social Revolutionary Pagty:
Social

“The_struggleivf (he

Revolutionaties “against Bolshevigshh  was
directed aga:a.t a power whiech was in direet con-
tact with the German oppressors of Russian demo-
after the defeat of Germany

. . o . . . -
and in view of the faet that the intervention in

eracy, but at present,

Russia by the vietcrious powers is assuming more
and moré the character of assistance given by the
bourgeoisne, it his become necessary for us to
abandon the struggle against the Bolsheviki.”’ The
Social Revolutionaries were the strongest party in
the constituent assembly and before the Bolshevist
revolution  had the* largest following ameong the
peasants.—New. York ‘‘Nation,” Feb. 22
“THE PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRACY AND
PROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP

(('nminued from l’agv One)

low that history alwa)ﬂ affords it the oppor-
tunity for attaining this happy consummation.
There is nothing in the Marxian theory to warrant
the deduction that history always éreates such con-
ditions as are most ‘‘favorable’’ to the proletariat.

1t is difficult to tell now how the course of the
revolution would have run if the constituent as-
sembly had been convoked in its second or third
month. Tt is quite probable that the then dominant
Social Revolutionary and Menshevik parties would
have ~ompromised -themselves, together with the
constitnent assembly, in the cyes of not oply the
more active elements supporting the Soviets, but
also of the more backward demoeratic masses,
who might have beén attached, through their ex-
peetations not to the side of the Soviets, but to
that of the constituent assembly. Under such eir-
cumstanges the dissolution of the constituent as-
serhly might have led to new elections, in which
the party of the Left ¢ould have secured a ma-
iority. But the course of events has occurred i
+he ninth month of the revolution. By that time
the eless struggle had assumed such intensity that
it hroke the formal frames of demoeracy by sheer
internal force.

The proletariat drew the army and the peasantry
after it. These classes were in a state of direct
and hitter wgr with the Right Social Revolution-
jsts. This party. owing to the clumsy electoral
demoeratie imachinery, veceived a majority in
the eanstituent assembly, reflecting the pre-Oec-
tober epoch of the revolution The result was a
contradiction which was absolutely irreducible
within the limits of formal demoeracy. And only
political pedants who do not take into aceount
the revolutionary logic of class relations, can, in
the face of the post-October situation, deliver
futile lectures to the proletariat on the benefits
and advantages of demoeracy for the cause of the
¢lass struggle. <

The question was put by bhistory far more con-
cretely and sharply. The eonstituent assembly, ow-
ing to the character of its majority, was “0und to
trn over the government to the Cheuov, Keren-
sky and Tseretelli group. Could tiis group have
guided the destinies of the revolution? Could it
liave found support in that class which eonsti-
tutes the backhone of the revolution? The real

‘.. keviwl of the class revolution has come into ir-

reaQnmlable confliet- with its democratie shell. By
this #nation the:fate of the constituent assembly
had beei sea’.d. Tts dissolution beeame the orly
possible smgiagl remedy for ' the contradietion,
which had been #eated, not hy us, but by all tle
preeedihg course of gyents.

L e
ire morve respansive ‘o and ‘éapable of expressing
the needs of their time than their. fellows. Be as-
smthtthumdl&thprrM

thé resources of proletarian Socialism arg inex-

haustible and ‘that the main course of the prole-
tarign advance to power cannot be deflected by
the fall of prominent personalities at any time.
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AN APPEAL TO THE WORKERS

Under the excuse of the necessity of imposing
unanimity upon the people of Canada, so that all
the forees of the country might be concentrated
effectually for the winning of the war, a tyranny

has established itself, which, even though the war’

has been over for some months, still refusesvio
relinquish its strangle-hold on the community. This
of course, need cause us no surprise, for it'’is in
the nature of tyrannies to fight to petpetrate
themselves. The whole history of class society
does not recorl one instance of a .renunciation
of power except under pressure.

During the war, .a drastic ¢ensorship of the
press was established, more particularly on the
press of the working-class, bgth labor and Socialist.
Scientific works, espeeially those on political eco-
nomy and sociclogy. were forbidden publication,
or, a8 in the case of publications of Chas. H. Kerr
& Co., of Chicago, prohibited from entering the
country, though allowed free eirculation both in
the British Isles and ‘the United States. Advantage
was taken of government owuershlp of the mail
service to open and confiscate ‘mail and moneys
remitted, in ignorance of the oonnursluy, for ban-
ned publications. Freedom of speéch has been sup-
pressed, and to accomplish this, placards were
posted up all over the land, asking all the sundry,
to turn themselves into spies and informers, with
the result that thousands of people were arrested
and sentenced to heavy fines and long and eruel
terms of imprisonment.

Our soul deadening prisons are full of these men
and women convicted for their political opinions:
and religious faiths and condemned to rot pshysi-

cally and intellectually in segregation frotn *‘Jblt‘

families and friends and the amenities AnJ otil-
tural influences of social life. g

The war is over, the vietory of; lond imrslded
democracy is won, yet still the power-greedy oc-
tupus stretches out its mdu, the police and
the spy, still hunting for Mie ~unorthodox on the
lonely prairie, in village, town and city.

Workers! It is the mea of your class who are
in jail for speaking on” your behalf or for convie-
tions sake. It is the organizations of men of your
class that are sippressed. It is the press devoted
to yolr intesésts that has beem strangled. It is the
literature  that analyses and explains your prob-
lems that is banned from the country. What are
yoi going to do about it?

#" Agsin, again and again appeals have been sent
td the authorities at Ottawa, for relief from these
oppressions, but all in vain.

- These men in jail for faith and ideals can only
be freed by you. Only you can bring them back
to families and friends and social life. Only you
can bring back to the community the progressive

influence of freedom of speech and written word:

This is your mission, because it is your historiecal
privilege to be the repository and instrument of
all future social progress. Assume the responsi-
bilities history has placed upon you. Get these fel-
low workers of yours out of the bastiles of capi-
talism! Give us back freedom of speech and press!

LONDON, March 6.—The Batoum-Baku rail-
way in the Caueasus is in operation under Brit-
ish eontrol and the British government is taking
steps to prevent penetration of Bolshevism to Af-
ghanistan and India. - :

NEWSPAPER CONTROL i

Reading an artiele in the 'New.'York ‘“Dial”’ of
February 8th, entitled ‘‘Newspaper Control,’’ the
present writer was much strick with how well
the charges, frequently hwled at the press of
being ‘‘kept’’ and “(ontro{l were borne out
and substantiated in it. &

The author of the gtticle, A. Vernon “Thomas,
who -at one time did work for the Manchester
Guardian and for tén years, since 1907, was on
the staff of the Mgnitoba Free Press, has a journ-
alistie experience which entitles him to speak, as
one who knows. He deals specifically with the
great ‘‘flop qver’’ of the Liberal press in Canada
at the time. of the conseription eleetion of Decem-
ber, 1917 and goes into a mass of detail into
which we will not follow him as it is all old, old
history now. A decade of former existance flls
but a week these latter days, so mightily do the
gpds of change hammer out events on the anvil
of time. Nevertheless, a quotation or two, in order
to get under way with our subjeet.

. ‘‘Efforts put forth to split the Liberal party
met with a large measure of success. Two methods
were in the main relied on, one the gaining of
control of the Laurier newspapers, and the other,
the raising of a racial and religions issues. Never-

theless. first attempts to stampede the Liberals
into the Union government fold were ill-starred.””.

“It was after these failures that strong in-
luences were felt to be abroad for the control of
the Liberal newspapers.”” Mr. Thomas tells of the
desperate attempts made to induce prominent Lib-
erals to enter the proposed coalition and of the
various unsatisfactory eonventions, from the peint
of view ®f the conscriptionists, “held in various
parts of the country. All this time ‘‘Liberal papers,
which afterwards fell into lme were havmz their
daily jest at Liberal :leadéré reported to be con-
sidering the offer of a ¢abinet position.”

But the silencing.g¢f the press supporting Sir
Wilfrid Launer was nevertheless accomplished.
Although tnmqﬁenough to the Liberals remaining
true fo Laurier, thé situation had much in it that
was comie, Obaerve how quickly the eoldblooded,
calculating harpnes of the press ecould change their
coats. 5'The transition from ridieuling Union gov-
e nment to supporting it had in some cases to be

“fgade .in uncermonious haste and under the rude

,"&aze of astonished onlookers. Editorials supporting
Jaurier. halted on the printing presses. Ottawa
correspondence favoring him stopped on the wires.
When it was all over, Laurier, Prime Minister of
Canada through four suceessive administrations,
was without a newspaper press in the English
provinces.”” And also be it noted without a pulpit.
Our journalist goes on to relate in detail the
vicious nature of the propaganda, from that time
on to the election, perpetrated by the renegade
press. Civil war was threatened, ‘‘Quebec has got
to be licked and it might as well be now as later.”’
‘“‘Intimidation of Laurier voters was a general
condition. His right-hand men were read out of
public life forever by former Laurier organs.. A
vote for Laurier was held up in the press not
merely as the aeme of disloyalty, but as a piece

of downright iniquity. The terrors of the living

and the dead were threatened against those who
were willing to risk eonseription on a referendum.
No chances were taken.””. .

He puts the question, ‘“What induced the Iib-
eral papers of Canada to forsake Sir Wilfrid
Laurier? Was it simply an honest change of opin-
ion? Had the reasons which prompted them
strongly to condemn conseription in 1916 disap-
peared in 19171"

““Personally,”” he says, ‘T do not believe that
an affirmative answer can honestly be given to
these questions.”” . . . “The quick and uncermon-
ious switching from Laurier to the Union govern-
ment which I have deseribed -does not suggest

- a genuine change of heart, and many other things

do not suegest it either. What was it then? Frankly
‘T do not know. but T do know that ever sinee the
election there has been a profound econvietion in
fhe minds of a large number of Canadians that
something happened a year ago which has never

hecn q.[amed This behe'i persists in Canada uu‘l
as never more alive than # the present moment.’’
The author quotes the Winnipeg ‘‘Voice” As
pointing out the visit of \o?ihclltfe the b&gﬂut
antocrat of the press in the World to Otfawa,
cointiding with the beginning of the frenzied elec-
tion campaign. He al«so considers® Lord “Beaver-
brock of unsavary ‘‘cement mergrr“‘ fame as
strongly suspect. ‘‘Shortly after the (%udlan gen-
eral election, Prime Minister Lloyd George, in
the British House of Commons, spoke of ‘the mar-
velous suceess which had attended ‘the propaganda
work of Lord Beaverbrook,’’ rhough not spleify-
22 to what ‘“‘success’’ he ad reference. Since
then several journals have sbeen earnestly protes:.
ing their journalistie honor and that they at lelst'“
were not ‘‘subsidized.’’’
‘‘Canadian new qpapermen of standing with
whom I have conversed recently, assured me that
the editors and editorial writers on the news

" papers which ,deserted Laurier were spiritually

coerced and yielded to influences which they found
irresistible. ‘T pressed these Canadian . journalists
for a cafeful estimate of the proportion of -edi-
tors and editorial writers who were, in their opin-
ion. thus coerced and left Laurier reluctantly. They
assured me that it amounted to ninety per cent.,
and they proeeeded to name me editors and edi-

torial writers who, in their opinion, would beyond

auestion have supported Laurier had they fe't
free to do so.

““I believe,”’ he continues, ‘‘that in the fore-
going I have revealed a eondition of journalism
which is thoroughly unhealthy and under which
neither the press of Canada nor that of any other
country can truly serve the people. Just what the
solution is T do not pretend to know.”” ... Ae-
cording to the Vancouver ‘‘Provinee,’”’ in a news
item, a few days ago, an editor in Soviet Russia,
on information being laid against him that he has
published a lie, is cast into jail until he proves his
innocence. How would that do as a palliative until
the proletariat solve the problem by overthrowing
the -profit system, capitalism? -

Mr. Thomas closes his article as follows: ““Since
I began this article a statement recently made in
the Westminster Gazette by Mr. J. A. Spencer; a
prominent British journalist, has come under my
notice. I am disposed to think it throws some light
upon the Canadian situation. I will elose by quot-
ing it. It reads as follows:

““The public would be astonished if it knew how
few writers are regularly engaged in political
journalism in these times and how little oppor-
tunity there is for the exercise of a free judgment.

. During the thirty-three years during which
I have been conneeted with journalism I have seen
the power of the editor constantly diminishing
and the power of the proprietor constantly in-
creasing.’’

The truth is that our bourgeois news sheets
and journals have become nothing less than medi-
ums_of the vilest kind of propaganda, worthy
props of a rotten and dying form of society. The
cowardice of the Liberal press marks the de-
cadence of Liberalism, a once great historical
movement. The Soecialist movement is now the
modern expression of forces seeking freedom.
Freedom’s torch had dropped ' from palsied
hands. But, out of the mud and the mire,
it has been rescued and is bourne aleft, high, burn-
ing bright and eclear before the victonom hosts
of  proletarian Socialism.

Wacfe,

PARIS, Feb. 28'.—Thoughts of peace were dis-
sipated by fears of war yesterday in Paris, when
the peace conference learned of the strained rela-
tions between Italy and the Jugo-Slavian king-
dom. Threats of hostilities were so serious as to
require the immediate attention of the peace dele-
gates, who were prepared to use economie measures
to bring the recaleitrants to reason.

Prommda meeting Sunday evening at 8
o’clock, at the Empress Theatre, corner Hastings
and Gete.
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THE WORLD MADE SAFE FOR DEMOCRACY

" TOOK four years to reach the stage of things

accomplished; of glorious pages added to the
tomes of history; bhlood-spilt has amounted to
ufore than a little; misery, suffering and starva-
tion reigned in places during these weary years,
saxury and gluttony in others; the slaves toiled
unceasingly and the masters of life orated in-
eessantly and now Demos gathers his skirts around
him and gazes on a smiling world?

At least so we are informed by the seers of
¥leet Street and Herald Square. The Hun has been
blasted in his lair; and being the repository of
all that was evil, in contradistinetion to"our modest
selves in whom are embodied the good, the true
and the beautiful, it naturally follows that we
are now living in a world of justice, honor, love
and several other things the names of which the
writer has for the moment forgotten.

Unfortunately for the sueccess of the ecapitalist
story-tellers, little breaks appear in the beautiful
scenarios, designed in the press rooms where our
friends of the fifth estate perform their arduous
but profitable duties. ' Headlines force themselves
into the picture in spite of all efforts to eliminate
them.

In France the ecollection of Stone Age fossils
known as the Peace Conference fritters its time
away in a vain effort to get somewhere; the par-
ticipants have so many petty quarrels of their
own to settle that the object of the gathering has
almost been forgotten. Outside the walls of the
Versailles Palace, demoeracy reaches out its bony
fingers, through the octogenarian Clemenceau, to
strangle the efforts of the French railway-workers
to secure a settlement of claims pending since last
autumn.

The German prototype of Demos sits enthroned
§fn Weimar, keeping in touch with the outside
world through the agency of;its aeroplane ser-
vice, ordinary means of communication being
denied it. Murder, rapine and slaughter still holds
.~ the boards and the members of the Democratic

. ¥hert-Scheidemann government have ‘proved their
abflity to hold up their end with their fellow
demoerats in other lands. Liebnecht and Luxem-
burg are names that bear lasting and indisputable
testimony to this faet.

In all the other countries of Europe the condi-
tions of demoecratic peace consequent upon the
cessation of hostilities give the lie to our mentors.
Ttaly is being held off, by the more powerful armies
and navies of her demoecratic allies, from launching
her forces once more into the throes of another
war, against the Jugo-Slavs this time. Republicans
and Monarchists face each other in grim and mor-
tal combat in the Iberian Peninsula with the Bol-
sheviki appearing at intervals; in faet the press
veports indieate that the Bolsheviki had econtrol
§n Lishon two weeks ago.

Of America we need say nothing further than
that, ‘“He kept us out of the war.”” No not Hanson.
Wilson!

None of these peoples however, have the least
Yicense to lay any claim whateveF To the blessings
of demoeracy when compared to that little island
wwhere the bulldog and the beefsteak unite to make
a happy allegory in the fleeting moments inter-
vening between one trade dispute and another.

Since the signing of the armistice, labor troubles
fn the Old Country have monopolized the front
pages of our.dailv papers to the detriment of
other events, epochmaking in their own way but
fundamentally of secondary eonsideration. T.ondon,
Belfast and Glasgow provided us with out morn-

fng sensation for several weeks and now that the,

wmoke of battle has cleared away. with the facts
before us we are again compelled to give voice
to our admiration for the profession that labels
fteelf *journalist.’’

Like all the rest of the ‘““news” peddied by our
great ‘‘free press’’ the skeleton was supplied by
_the events and the fabrication of the complete
story was the work of the imaginative proeesses
in the mind of some prostitute peany-a-liner; some
animal of like ealibre to those who fill in the

- Blanks in our morning papers in the west.

BRITISH MINERS HAVE BIG STICK

LONDON, March 6. Failure to grant-miners’
demands will result in a general strike of the
‘““triple alliance”” which will paralyze British in-
dustries and probably force a change in the gov-
ernment of the Transport Federation, declared
today.

““The Triple Alliance’’ is the common term for
the transport workers, railwaymen and miners.
Williams® drganization alone numbers close to

Speaking of Glasgow; they have a chief magis-
trate in that city of slums, who as a headliner
ean give points toe Mr. Ole Hanski of Seattle or
even Vaneouver’s Mr. Fivecent Gale. A strike in-

volving 30,000 men was in progres in Glasgow,’

the forty-hour week being the point at issue. This
Provost, Stewart by name, took upon himself the
job of settling the whole matter. He communicated
with the government and invited the strikers to
come to the ecity chambers at a specified time
where he would aequaint them with the result of
his endeavors

At the time stated, between 30,000 and 40,000
men, women and children gathered to hear the
decision of the Higherups. While a delegation
waited on him inside the building, the police, who
had been kept handy were turned loose on the
erowd. The strikers were unprepared for anything
of this sort. notwithstanding the assertions of the
press_agencies, that they ecame armed with a car-
load of broken bhottles. This carload of bottles was
a gift from the Gods. During the course of the

serap, a mineral-water wagon ‘appeared on the
scene. The police up to this point carried every-
thing before them but now met with some resis-
tance and the result was that nineteen or twenty
of them were shipped to the hospital in a more or

less broken up condition. The working class know
too well the power of the state to imagine that
it ean be offset by broken bottles, but the ecir-
cumstances demanded that they defend themselves
and they had to make the most of the weapons
they found to hand.

When the deputation heard the ‘noise of the
fighting in the streets, they rushed downstairs only
to be met at the doorway by a well organized
body of stalwarts, apparently selected for the pur-
pose of manhandling them. Of course they were
beat up. One of these men, by the way, is an old
friend of Lloyd George. Most of us remember the
historic meeting in Glasgow three years ago when
David Kirkwood introduced Lloyd George in the
following words: ‘“This is Mr. Lloyd “George,”’
‘““he has come to speak to us on the dilution of
labor, but I want to tell him -that every word
he utters will be treated with suspicion for every
aet with which his name has been' connected car-
ries with it the taint of slavery.’”’ This same David
Kirkwood was one of the men arrested after being
nenrl;',ftilled. He now lies in jail waiting trial
for inciting to riot and the greatest premier of
all time is syitably avenged.

Investigation afterwards showed that the au-
thorities were excellently prepared. There is no
doubt that the affair was prearranged. The city
chambers, an ordinary business block for the trans.
action of the ecity’s financial and other clerical
activities, was crowded with doctors and nurses,
with all the impedimenta of their trade; mounted
and foot police were placed at every vantage point,
inside and outside the building, all ready for the
word go.

Refore the day was over the troops came rolling
in to take control of the city; naked bayonet and
stecl helmet, machine gun and tank paraded the
streets on the following day and Glasgow might
have been mistaken for Cologne. Civie receptions
gre part of the routine work of the provest and
this one will be remembered. It reminds us of an
occasion when the workers of Russia waited on
their Little Father, who received them after the
same fashion. Where is the Little Father today?

And it is only fifteen years ago!
In furtherance of our claim that in Britain the

benefits of demecracy are more widespread than
elsewhere, more tangible, more real, more in line
with what we fought for in the war, we will quote
the following passage from the Glasgow Socialist:

‘“As an example of what ‘capitalism is prepared
0 do in tke event of ».riu: see ‘‘Air Ministry
Wecity Orde:s " 1380-1% © jast issued.

An Astounding’ Order

This precious publication of 34 pages, For Of-
ficial Use Only, and ‘‘promulgated for information,

"@uidance and necessary action,”’ is about as diabel.

ical a piece of British -militarist frightfulness as
one could possibly read.

In par. 1386, headed Riots and Civil Commo~
tion,”’ the attention of all Air Foree officers and
men is directed to the. Amendments to King's
Regulations contained on pages 23-4—‘“These are
to be carefully studied.”

Turning to said pages, we find that Order 961
;'.»f 'King’s Regulations is amended to read as fol-
ows:

In the event of a disturbance amounting to
a riot, the magistrate present with the troops
will, if cireumstances permit, read the Pro-:
clamation under the Riot Act and ecall .on
everyone present to assist in suppressing the
riot. Whether the Proclamation has been read
or not, he will as soon as he comes to the con-
clusion that the police eannot cope with the
riot and that military action is necessary, call
upon the officer in command of the troops
to take action. No order to charge or fire
should be given until the magistrate has ealled
upon the officer to take action. An order to
fire, if ‘given, is to ge given by the officer in

command. Y

Fellow workers, note! the King’s Regulations
are being amended now to meet the growing un-
rest, proving that capitalism is preparing to meet
the revolution in this ecountrv and to fight it to
the death. From the above amendment it will be
observed that it is new no longer necessary or
compulsory to read the Riot Aet before firing on
a crowd. When you know how easily a ‘‘riot"”
can be engineered hy the agents of capitalism, you
will understand the value of this sinister ‘‘amend-
ment.’’ '

Regulation 962 now reads: B

Full and distinet warning must be given to
the rioters that the troops are about to fire
and that the fire will be effectual! The officer
in command will, if time permits, consult with
the magistrate present as to the best means
of giving such warning.

Of course, in such events, time never will per-
mit, but even an army officer’s gorge might rise
if the slime were missed out. That the fire will
undoubtedly be ‘‘effectual’’ is evideneed by the
amendment to number 965. Reader! think of the
war to safeguard demoeracy from the eallous Hun,
then try to picture a fiend, a. malignant British

]

military dastard. sitting in RKis cosy office, and in

the coldest of cold blood, penning amendment No.
965 : {
““It is undesirable that firing should take
place over the heads of the rioters, or that
blank eartridees should be used.” ;

Undesirable! Good God! This is British. Remem-
her Nurse Cavell! Remember Captain Fryatt!
Remember all the greasy, eant-reeking, piety-
stinking parrot ofies of the slimv patriots. and
admire the ‘eclean, straightforward, and honest
methods of the said patriots who can ‘‘amend’’
a regulation into an order for treacherous murder,
and keep the public in the dark over it! ‘‘For
ofieial use only—not to be communiecated to any-
one outside of HM. Forces.”’

This is demoecraex, ‘“of the people for the peo-
plé.”” The best thing about the word is that it
rhymes with ‘““hvpoerisy’’ with which it seems to
be- closely allied. With all the cant and humbug
dinned in our ears. by professor presidents and

Welsh wizards, it is refreshing to turn outr gase - '
to the New West where the Russian vog!cem,f"

have torn the mantle secrecy and the mv’tre.mf
oppression’ from a decadent society and‘pmaimed
the Prolettnm Dietatorship. I
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THE ENGLISH STRIKES
It is the purpose of the working classes to seeure
a share in the eontrol of their own production, in
the management of industry. The bulk of them

are not as yet clearly consecious of it, but the ten-

dency is unmistakable and the advanced men, the
shop stewards who are organizing the movement
among the engineers and on the railways, have
perfectly eclear ideas of what they want. Early
in the war. when Mr. Lloyd George went to Glas-

gow and the Socialist Forward was snppre«ed for-

giving an secount of the eonversation between hlm
and the workmen, he was bluntly told that they
demanded a share in the management of the
“shops’’ and he answered that it was impossible.
Impossible is a word which is not at present to be
found in the dietionary of the ehop stewards and
the men they represent.

Tt is reasonable that employers should every-
where aomplain of the methods now heing used
against them. How, they say, can any settlement
be _made when the demands of the men grow and
change from week to week and almost from day
“yo day, when agreements are not respected, when
hbe men repudiate their own leaders, when de-
mnndc travel from trade to trade by the same
“gvmpathy’’ which aceounts for so much of the
rise in ‘orices? Tt is reasonable, and yet such a
complaintis superficial. These éonfused and dis-
tracted metiods of labor are the symptoms of a
moral restlessiinss which seeks satisfaction without
Fnowing cledrly “how to get it. Labor lacks unity.
though it is anqn‘}'mg it. Tt is sick of the old
organs to which it h‘\d Jlooked for leadership and
it has not yet noqmre&,ne\\ ones. Its aims, con-
geious or uneonsecious, ark:such as has been sug-
gested: the right to maintain a fuller and more
decent life, not merely to produee hut to have a
greater share in the fruits and e>ntrol of produe-
tion. The state and eapital, if thyy were wise,
wonld econcentrate their  attention ob these es-
sential causes of discontent rather thaif? on their
recondary symptoms.

Put thé prospects are not hopeful. ('aplul some
®ay. is spoiling for a fight. Sifice it must comg,
gay others, it may as well come soon,
aims of labor are satisfied, privilege and profit
will. eertainly be ecurtailed and the experience of
recent vears does not suggest that those who hold
these things will give them up without a long
and bitter struggle. Peace reigns and war begins.
~—W. P. Crozier, in the New Republie, Feb. 22.

“THE BOLSHEVIKS AND THE SOVIETS”
By Rhys Williams

The Vanecouver Trades and -Labor Counecil is
eontinuing in_its policy of furnishing material on
the situation in Russia, so that the workers in this
country having the facts may pass intelligent
judgment on the merits of the Soviet form of
administering the “affairs of a eountry. Following
up the publication of the ‘‘Soviets at Work,"”" by

N. Lenin, they are now publishing the ‘‘Bolshe~

viks und the Soviets,”” by Albert Rhys Williams.

Mr. Williams was a war correspondent in Bel-
gium and author of ‘“In the Claws of the German
Eagle.” He went to Russia and for fifteen months
lived in the villages with the peasants, in the Red
Army with the soldiers, and jn the industries with
the workers. He knew th; peop{e as well as Lenin,
Trotsky and others.

Some of his experiences Mr. Williams has writ-
ten for the “Now Republie,”” the New York ‘“Na-
tion.”’ and other journals. After his addresses in
the Ch of “Aseension, in New York, and at
the Ford Hall, in Boston, many guestions were

In this pamphlet, the ‘“Bolsheviks and the
_Moviets,”” Mr. Williams ansWers these guestions
" briefly. When we say that this pamphlet is equally
valuable in its way as the “quict,- at Work,”
thaaewl\o have rudtbelaﬂuwﬂludiuthnno

leor
otmt
Vaheonm, B. C ; S
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Before the |

Stop Press News

The secretary of the Alberta Provineial Execu-
tive Committee, of the Socialist Party of Canada,
J. F. Maguire, reports heavy drain on their
treasury.for the defence of comrades charged with
sedition or being in possession of banned litera-
ture, has exhausted their finanees and so his com-
mittee zppeals for help.

The defence of Comrade Maecpherson of Trochu,
Alberta, who was charged with having copies of
the ‘“Western Clarion’’ on his premises, has cost
over three hundred dollars, although he was ae-
quitted. Comrade George Paton, an S. P. of C.
speaker and organizer, of Delbourne, Alberta, is
now awaiting trial. He was arrested on February

13. He was charged with having written the fol-

lowing words in a letter he sent to the D. E. C.
of ‘the party in Vaneouver: ‘“What in hell kind
of seapegoats are at Ottawa. In place of warding
bloodshed they are simply ereating the possibili-
ties of such.’’ This letter was intercepted in the
mails. When his case was first brought into court,
only a copy of the letter was submitted as evi-
dence and to this his lawyer sueeessfully ohjected.
His ecase is now remanded awaiting the arrival of
the original. Comrade Paton was also charged with
having on his premises a copy of a banned Soecialist
magazine, called the ‘‘Class Struggle,’”’ a maga-
zine whieh ecireculates freely in the United States,
but which the autoerats in Ottawa have decided
is unfit for consumption by the slaves of capital
in Canada.

Comrades and friends, please help those boys
in Alberta to ecarry on the fight for their ecom-
rades in the elutehes of ‘‘Order-in-eouncil’’ juris-
prudenece.

Forward reimittances to J. F. Maguire, Bex 785,
Edmonton, Alberu.

PAPER BULLETS

[Part of an article inf’the New York Dial of
February 8, by Rebert Herrick.]

‘Much of all this-shooting of paper bullets has
had 'ﬂ.erely negative results. Russia is an excellent
example 1f how much ean be spent on propaganda
with no resi't. Not to dwell on the fruitless efforts
of the offieial Upited States propagandists to get
their wares into “Russia—and. what effect could
there be in telling tha Russians how benevolently
we felt towards them whie we were sending troops
to Vladivestok and Archnng-el?——the general En-
teilte propaganda on Russia hos been especially
bewildered. The objeet of this campalgn in the
United States was to create a state of‘publie opin-
jon that wodld compel immediate armed interven-
tion on 4 large scale in Russia, which was dusired

'Ily by England and France. To that e

gm- newspapers were regularly fed with reports .
“from Steckholm, Paris, and London,

of Soviet
atroeities. The same stories were uently re-
peated as fresh news after short intervals. Finally
cagme the ludierous yarn of a St. Bartholomew
massaere in Moseow—which ‘proved to be pure

hoax. The German end was worked by inducing. -

our official Bureau of Public Information to father
the diseredited Sisson documents in order that
the unwary citizen might be led to believe that
armed intervention in Russia meant fighting Ger-
many’s allies, and hence Germany. Meanwhile al-
tefnate eurrents of fear and hope were sent over
the propaganda wires by two general reports: one
that the rule of the Ruuian Soviets would eol-
lapse ‘‘in a few weeks”; the other, that the
“Red Army’’ was mhng dangerous progress.
(Ihavenenthetwonpomddebyddemthe
columns of a New York newspaper, where evident-
1y the time schedule had become eon-
fused!) The net results of fhe whole immense,
wasteful, and m ing paganda on Russia
would seem, at the t moment. to he zero.

. Empress Theatre * ev

mm”ﬁz

A FRENCH TRIBUTE

The following resolution addressed to the ‘‘Edi-
tors of the Red Flag, Berlin,”” was published in
the -Populaire (Paris) of January 26.

The committee for the Defence of International
Socizlism. desires with most sorrowful emotion teo
honor the heroic death of Karl Liebnecht and Rosa
Luxemburg, martyrs of the ecause of labor and
SReecialism,

_The’ proletariat of the world mourns the los# of
these two great champions of the liberation of the
exploited masses for whom they lived and ‘for
wnom they died. The workers will forever venerate
the memory of these fighters in the German rev-
olution, as they do the memory of the fighters
of the Russian revolutions, the Paris Commune,
and all proletarian movements, Their sacrifice will
stimalate the energy of the international working
class which will carry on with moré zeal than ever
its efforts for the social revolution. .

Signed: Jean Longuet, Mistral, Mayeras, Fros-
sard. Paul Faure, Verefeuil, Maurin, Souvarine,
Marthe, Bigot, Amedee Dunois, Daniel Renoult,
Mouret, Grandvallet, Reberset, Dupont, lavigne,
Servantier, Gourdeaux, Razine, Millefat.

The editors of the Populaire join in this resolu-
tion.

[From an article by Wm. Gallacher entitled
“The Spirits of War,”” in ‘“The Worker,”’ Janu-
ary 18th;. Organ of the Secottish Workers Com-
mittee. ]

Millions for the bosses! It sounds well, doesn’t
it?? Millions for the bosses. Twelve and six a week
for a soldier’s wife!

Because they were afraid of trouble they raised
unempldyment benefit to 29 shillings for men and
25 shillings for wemen. It isn’t too much, not by
anv means, for aceording to the balance sheet of
the Paisley Co-operative Society, it costs 29/4 per
horse for food alope,

29/4 to feed ahorse for a week!

29|- for the worker and his wife. - i

95\ for an uneémployed girl, and 12/6 for a .5‘-
dier’s wife. Tts a beautiful system of society, isn’t
it? " Shake yourself, my friend, or if you are in-
capable of doing it, ask your neighbor to do it for
you;-and see that it is done thoroughly.-You have
never stood by the hoys who were doing the fight-
ing, you allowed them to be slaughtered by the
thousand without protest, your only concern being
to keep secure yourself. You allowed. their women
folk and children to be sta¥ved and exploited and
chaered the men who piled up profits out of their
agony.

Bound to the machine or bench with the chains

of prejudice and fear, you were unable to strike
a blow. for your own or their deliverance. Weak
and helpless you were, because the enemy was or-
ganized and powerful.’ Your forces were broken
and divided over the whole field of industry.
. But now the trumpet call has sounded. The eall
for .unity. The miners lead the way and look with
eonﬁdmce to you to follow. Stretch your limbs
and bursr-the bonds that have held you too long
in thrall, swesn away the mists of capitalism that
obscure your sight, hiding from you the beauty
and glory of the "woild that lies around you, and
clear-eyed and eourageow step boldly forward to
your, place in the ranks of" ’he ﬂghtxng army of
Tabor. ¢

WASHINGTON, March 7-—-‘l‘he Russian Bolshe-
vik government agreed in February, 1918, i> de-
fiounce the Brest-Litovsk treaty and resume the
war against Germany, if the United States and
Great Britain would assure co-operation, Raymond
Robbins, former head of the American Red Cross,
wission in Russia, testified before the Senate com
mittee investigating lawless propsganda.

Mr. Robbins seid that despite his efforts and
those of R. A. B. Loc¢khart, high commissioner, to
mdwethmgovemtusmtotunm
no word was réeeived by Maseh 14, when Lenine
uidhewue‘vineednhbnnldbeew
and indiiced the all-Russian Soviet to ratify the

" treaty with Germany.
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" The Labor Situation in United State%

HE growing °'yme 4f unemployment is clear

evidence that a serious labor situation is de-
veloping in the country. The latest published ‘ re-
ports of the United States Employment Service
show an inecreasing surplus of labor both skilled
and unskilled in almost every important manufae-
turing centre. The relatively high standard of
fiving, to which the skilled workers attained dur-
fng the war and toward which the unskilled were
rapidly advancing, is threatened. To avert what
to them ‘seems an intolerable and unwarranted
eatastrophe, a number of the more highly organ-
§zed trades have struck or are about to strike for
a reduction in hours and an inerease in the hourly
wage rate. The war period gave the workers a
taste of economic comfort; it gave them a new
sense of power; it econvinced them that the re-
sources of the country are adequate when intelli-
gently administered to provide every man with a
job at more than a bare subsistence wage.  They
are not going to be thrown-baek into the old slough
of no work; irregular work and low pay without
a struggle. This determination was the principal
cause of the recent general strike in Seattle, which
was not as the papers alleged, a Bolshevist upris-
ing, but a mass prgtest on the part of all the
organized trades of the city against a threatened
interference with their rising standard of living.
Tt explains the recent successful strike of the men’s

clothing workers for the forty-four hour week, the

conversion of the railways brotherhoods to the
policy of government ownership, the current strike
in the building trades.

In the face of such simple and obvious faets,
Congress seems to be trying to mystify the public
by working up a hair-raising Bolshevist melodrama
to cover. its own negligence, sloth and ineptitude.
Months before the end of the war, of men
n the industrial and labor boards which had been

crested during the emergency, torevnrned(}on‘

gress and the administration of the dangers tlxst
must attend - planless military and lndmtrig}\"’ de-
mobilization. They knew that the rate ot produe-
tion in the country’s basic industries, sn<h as steel,
copper and lumber had been keyed sip to an ab-
normal pitch and that any mdden“intamption of
war eontracts would upset the market, depress
prices and throw great nyzibers of men out of
work; they knew that the evils of unemployment
among the men who, iad been gathered into the
war industries wop)i be greatly aggravated by the
planless releaseyif the millions in the army; they
%knew that tké end of the war would give rise to
‘. problems. wqmring as careful preparation and as
i ! devot&f patriotism for their solution as the prob-
Yers of military mobilization. They urged the
;'-3§temion and strengthening of the publiec employ-
ment service, a national programme of publie
works to take up the slack and steady the situation
while the business world was readjusting itself to
the conditions of peace, the gradual ecanecellation
of war contracts instead of a precipitate curtail-
ment of government expenditure, a . reasonable
attemipt to eco-ordinate military demobilization
with the ascertained demand for workers. But all
these suggestions were classified under the head
of reconstruction, and reconstruction was taboo.
To disenss post-war conditions while the war was
on would dampen the military spirit and jeopar-
dize vietory. So Congress did nothing. Directly
the armistice was signed most of the important
fndustrial and labor boards which had done so
much to steady the country during the war were
dished. The harness was tossed off. The country
was thrown back into the chaos of laissez faire.
As a result unemployment is rapidly inereasing,
industrial unrest is growing steadily more acute.
strikes are multiplying, and all these -inevitable
consequenives of its own short-sighted neglect, Con-
gress is attempting to lay at the door of a myster-
fous and vaguely pervasive Bolshevist propaganda.
‘Tn these troubled times, melodrama -is very poor
hallast for the ship of state. :

[From The New Republic; Feb. 22]

Whatever the truth about econditions..in Russia
may be,~whether or not the Bolsheviki have .ful-
filed their large promises to the Russian workers
and peasants, it should be obvious that the piling
up of indietments agaifist Lenine and Trotsky will
not alter the fact that our own steel industry is
facing an extremely difficult situation, that our
copper industry is at a loss to dispose of the billion
pound surplus that it heaped up during the war,
that western lumber manufaeturers, in their patri-
otic attempt to live up to the agreement into whiech
they entered with their employees months ago
under the inspiration of General Disque, are pil-
ing up stacks of lumber for which they are un-
able to find a market. Condemnation of the in-
efficiencies of the Soviet regime will net help us
to straighten out our tangled railroad problém,
or to decide upon a permanent policy with respect

to telegraphs and telephones, or to make a wise “making profits for the bosses.” That,

disposition of our shipyards and our new merchant
fleet. Certainly it will not selve our own menaging
problem of unemployment or feed the hundreds
of thousands of discharged soldiers who are being
sent' out of the camps at random to, drift back
intc communities where there are jsiready more
men than jobs. By its failure to:‘face the faects
of our own threatening labor gituation, Congress
is doing more to prepare the ground for the vari-
eties of radieal propaganda ‘which it Toosely lumps
under the melodramatic €itle of Bolshevism than
an army of agitators could accomplish even if
they possessed the fsbulous sums of money which
the Bolshevists apy alleged to be seattering broad-
cast out of the fate Tsar’s hidden treasure chests.
During regént weeks, a eommittee of the senate
over which” Senators Kenyon and Hollis have pre-
sided hes been holding public hearings with a view
to g.e ‘preparation of bills for the amelioration of
ovr industrial disorders. These hearings and the
s'tentative proposals of the committee have not been -
of a character to attract much attention either in
Congress or in the press. They have not reached
the ears of the unemployed workers, neither have
they been effective in convinecing the organized men
who are keeping a precarious hold on their jobs
that Congress is deeply in earnest in seeking reme-
dia' legislation. Their scepticism has not been

helped by the shelving of Senieior Kenyon'’s bill,
calling for a commission on emergency employment
with an appropriation of $500,000,000. The ap-
parent willingness of Congréss to let matters drift
from bad to worse is bregding a sullen and rébel-
lious temper among the ‘vage-earners. The general
strike in Seattle may be partially set down to the
pecnliarly American and self-assertive temperament
of the skilled workmen of the Pacific Coast; the
labor of the’'eoast towns from Seattle to Los An-
geles has always been radical, not in the European,
but in the ojd Ameriean revolutionary sense, But
this does not aceount for the tone of the resolutions
adopted by the Chicago Federation of Labor last
Sunday, which eall for a general strike of union
labor on April first, the date of the next municipal
election, for the purpose of aiding the mnew Lahor
Party ticket by giving the workers ‘“‘a day off on
phrase
sounds a new.note in the slogans of the conserva-
tive unions affiliated with the American Federation
of Labor. The leaders of the Chicago unions are
not of the Pacific Coast type. For years, they have
kept the safe balance between the extremes of con-
<ervatism and radiealism in the conventions of the
A. F. of L. They have not been accustomed to
argue their case in terms of the ‘‘class war.’’ They
have been advocafes of collective bargaiming, of
co-operation between emplovers and workers; not
opponents of the wage svstem. When they begin
to talk about taking ‘“a day off-on making profits
for the bosses’’ it is reasonable to infer that dis-
content with existing industrial conditions is erys-
talizing into a militant elass consciousness even
t'nong conservative American workmen.

In the face of the mounting volume of unemploy-
ment and the eritical situation confronting our
basie industries, Congress ecan hardly be said to
Ie giving the conntry its bhest service by attempt-
ing fo divert public attention *rom real evi's at
home to alleged evils in Russia which at worst
have remote interest to jobless and hungry men
and women and children. Tt would seem to be time
for Congress to take its responsibilities for the
welfare of American industry and Ameriean labor

seriously. o et g .

BRITAIN AND AMERICA

[From a review of Norman Angels’ book, ‘‘The
British Revolution and the American Democracy,”’
in the New Republic, February 22.]

‘“‘Revolution can’t touch the United States. If
it raises its head in this country, it will be—de-
ported!”’ This is the firm persuasion of thousands
of Americans. But an equally firm persuasion on
the part of the British has not deprived Britain
of its revolutionary legacy from the war—and.
whatever Ameriea’s failure to prepare itself, the
example of Britain is there.

Mr. Angell’s argument does not depend on his
will to believe. It goes straight to the lesson of
co'lectivism that was taught to Britain and Ameri-
co by the war. ‘“The war has aceomplished the
necessary preliminary to any form of Socialism:
it has demonstrated in material terms ‘the econo-
mie feasibility of the method of common owner-
ship or control of the means of production and
distribution.”” This is a faet which it is futile to
deny. Why must it lead to revolution or recon-
struction! Because the collectivism exists and is
necessary, and the transition from it is under sur-
veillance. A ““war for demoeracy’’ has been fought
and won. Can the people of . Britain or Ameriea
be cheated? Only in one way. ‘“The danger that
the power gained by the state in war may be
used to the ends of enslavement is a very real
one; and the fight between those who hope to use
collectivism as an instrument of real liberation,
and those who hopé to make of it 2 means where-
by the nation-state may assume still greater powers
of coercion and repression, will be a bitter one.”™

Is not the political demoeracy of Britain s
sufficient pledge of justice to labor? British labor,
with a thousand years of siruggle behind it, has
no illusions about the vote. ““Mere political de-
moeracy has so failed to give to the millions who
worked in our factories, mines, and fields, any
real control over their own daily lives as to make
the parade of political freedom often a ecruel
irony.”” Programmes of economie freedom go far
deeper. They are now the daily meat of British
labor, and they amount to revolution in the realm
of private property. The universal enforcement of
a national minimum, the demoecratic econtrol of in-
dustry, ‘the revolution of national finance, the
conscription of surplus wealth for the common
good—these are clear principles that the ordinary
British trade unionist has now taken hold of, and
to elude them is beyond the most slippery of states-
men.

But why must America follow suit? Mr. Angell
replies by indieating that here too we have had the
experience of ecollectivism. Americans may have
had no opinion as to guild soecialism, no opinion
es to syndicalism. Mr. Gompers may still be un-
ready to see anything in the problem of labor but
a problem of wages and hours. But if the wage sys-
tem comes to be transvalued in England, if the
status of labor ceases to be servile there, how will
labor in the United States respond? Unless it has
dlready achieved political power (hard. to achieve
under the revered but somewhat senile eonstitu-
tion-, Mr. Angell foresees a gain for the impos-
sibilists. And if the impossibilists are thus in-
direetly encouraged by laggards Tke Mr. Gompers,
the result will be a greatér upheaval in the end.
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Soviets Appeal to British Workers

RUSSIAN SOCIALIST FEDERATED SOVIET
REPUBLIC

Comrades—

Why have you come to Mourmansk? You have
been told in England that the demand for men on
the western front is greater than ever. You know
that in England - men of forty-five and over are
being “called to the colors because of the urgent
men .in France. Yet your soldiers are
right in the Arctic Sea, a thousand
miles from the battle front.

For what purpose?. Your. government tells us
that it has no hostile intentions towards us, that
it does not desire to occupy our territory. That it
will net interfere with out internal affairs. That
they have been sent here only for the purpose of
defendirig our Mourman railway against the Finns
and the Germans. Comrades, it is not true!

When anvhody offers to put himself to consider-
ahle trouble #ind expense on your hehalf, unasked
you get #& little suspicious of his motives. We have
not asked your government to help us to defend
our country. We know that their intentions are
quite other than those they express to us.

_The Mourman railway is in no danger either
from-the Germans or Finns. If you look at a map
you will see that the railways and roads from the
west of Finland end hundreds of miles short of
of the Mourman railway. If the Finns want to ap-
proach our border they must traverse hundreds
of miles of marshy forest land, and you know how
difficult it is for an army to do that.

Neither can the Germans threaten the railway.

If the Germans want to attack the Mourman
railway they must first take Petrograd, and march
through our country hundreds of miles from Petro-
grad te Petrozavodsk. We are no longer at war
with Germany. The Germans cannot advance on
Petrograd without first declaring war on us again.
There is no liklihood of this happening. Execept
this, that if your army comes south, the German
may use this as a pretext to advance further into
the country.

Therefore,

need of
brought here,

you are not required to defend us.

“‘INTELLECTUALS'’ AND WORKERS IN THE
PARIS COMMUNE
[From Lissagaray’s ‘‘History of the Commune of
1871.”]
Five. deputies only signed the address for the

election (for the Communal Council). The rest of
Louis Blane’s group had kept aloof from Paris
for several days. These weaklings, having all their
life sung the glories of the revolution, when it
rose before them ran away appalled, like the Arab
fisher at the apparition of the genie.

With these mandarins of the tribune of history"

and of journalism, mute and lifeless, contrast
strangely the sons of the multitude—obscure, but
rich in will, faith and eloquence. They could indeed

“come down the steps of the Hotel-de-Ville head

ereet,’’ these obscure men who had safely anchored
the revolution of the 18th March. Named only
to organize the National Guard; thrown at the
head of a revolution without precedent and with-
out “guides, they had been able to resist the im-
patient, quell the riot, re-establish the public ser-
vices, vietual Paris, baffle intrigues, take advan-
tage of all the blunders of Versailles and of the
mayors, and, harassed on all sides, every moment
in danger of civil war, known how to negotiate
to act at the right time and in the right place.
They had embodied the tendency of the movement;
limited their program to communal revindications,
and conducted the entire population to the ballot
box. They had inaugurated a precise, vigorous, and
fraternal language unkpown to all bourgeois
powers. And yet they-were obscure men, all with
v an imperfect education, some of them fanaties.

But the people thought ‘with them. Where il-

‘!-triom bourgeoisie had only accumulated folly
-upon- defeat, these new found vietory, be-
esuse they listened to Paris %

[This is the text of the famous manifestgp of the
Soviet (Government to which so many references
have been made in the daily press. As an official
statement of the Russian case, it deserves to be

read "in eonjunction with Lord Milner’'s letter ~

putting the arguments for intervention.]

here increases
soldiérs been

On the contrary, your pi-esence
our danger. Why then have your
brought here? We will tell you.

They have been brought here to occupy our
country in the interest of Allied capitalists. .

They have been brought here to overthrow our
revolution and bring back the reign of Tsarism!

You cannot beliéeve this. You say that the Brit-
ish government would never do such a thing. Let
the faects speak for themselves.

The English capitalist newspapers, Times, Morn-
ing Post, Telegraph, are writing every day about
erecting a ‘‘strong, resolute government’’ in Rus-
sia. Do these papers represent the views of demo-
craey, or do they represent the views of the finan-
ciers, eapitalists and profiteers of England? These
papers also constantly refer to the wealth pof
timber contained in our northern territory, which
they say would be sufficient to pay for the loans
whieh the financiers, capitalists, and profiteers lent
to a ecorrupt and tyrannical Tsarism. Capitalists
and financiers are not the friends of English
workers, nor Russian workers, nor the workers
of any country. Who controls the government of
England today? The workers or the financial
oligarehy? The finanecial oligarchy. They are order-
ing and directing the landing in Mourmansk. You
are being used in the interest of the profiteers,
who are profiting out of the lives and labors of
the working people.

Your: government is interfering in our internal
affairs. It has established its own econtrol in the
distriet you oeccupy. It has cut off our telegraphie

" communication with outside. It is attempting to

seduee our citizens into fighting against us. At
Kem your government shot four members of our
loeal Soviet. v

Your government denies that it did so, but we

have positive proof that it did.
The Tchecho-Slovaks!

You know that on the Volga, right in the heart
of our ecountry, the Techecho-Slovaks are openly
striving to erush our revolution. They said that
they wanted to fight the Germans, but they have
remained here, and are fighting us. They sa_v.{&hoy

NOW READY

A HANDY TEXT BOOK

on the economies of Capitalistic Production,
being the first nine chapters of::

Vol. 1 Marx’s Capital with the 32nd chn(pler on
the Historical Tendency of Capitalist Accumu-
Iation included, also an extract from the preface
to the same author's *“Critigune of Poutical
Economy™, which formulates the materialistic
interpretation of history,

Prices are as per the following quotations:
Post paid in all cases

Single ecopies, paper. covers, 50e.

25 copies or more, paper covers, copy, +0e.
Single - copies, -eloth bound, $1.00 per eopy.
10 \copies or, mere, cloth bound, fopy, 75e.

We awiit your orders, and we hope you will keep
" us busy, as success in this venture means much to
the publishers’ future efforts

Make all remittances payable to C. ao’pbﬂntm.

401 Pender Street East, Vancouver, B. C.

arve fighting for liberty, but they are fighting to
hrmg ‘back the Tsarist regime. They are extending
‘ato Siberia, Wherever they go they suppress our
(Couneil of Worker Delegrates), hang its
members, and put Tsarist officers in its place.
These Tehecho-Slovaks are gathering round them-
selves the. corrupt®and reactionary officials of the
Tsarist regime. It is the same erowd that betrayed
Kitchener, that sold the guns and munitions made
in British faetories to the Germans, that disor-
ganized our army, and who were just about to sell
Russia to the Germans when we made our revolu-

Soviet

tion.
The one object of the Tchecho-Slovaks and this

crowd is to erush our revolution and to bring back
Tsarism.’ They have officially declared that to be
their objeet. And this has the unconcealed—nay,
outspoken support of the Allied governments.

The Allied governments and the Allied press
are applauding the deeds of the Tehecho-Slovaks.
The Frenéh consul made a speech in which he
congratulated them on the task they had under-
taken. They are financed by the Allied Military
Mission. Their operations are directed by French
officers.

The landing in Mourmansk is part of the scheme
to eo-operate with the Tchecho-Slovaks.

For the first time in history the working people
have got control of their country. The workers of
all Russia are striving to achiéve this object. We
in Russia have succeeded. We have thrown off the
rule of the Tsar, of landlords, and of capitalists.
But we heve still tremendous difficulties to over-
come. We cannot build a new society in a day. We
desire to be left alone.

You in your- trade unions have been fighting
capitalism; you know what it is. 4,

Comrades! Englishmen! !onprld-yourulvuou
your love of liberty!

Comrades! Descendants of the great Chartists!
You who have always expressed sympathy with the

Russian Revolution!
Remember this! If the Russian Revolution is

crushed, then the power of the capitalists will be

enormously strengthened in every country, and the
fight for economic freedom will be put back for a

hundred years.
N. LENIN,
President, Council Peoples’ Commissaries

TCHITCHERINE,
Peoplés’ Commissary for Foreign Affairs.

A rnew political party, ‘‘the Independence As-
soeiation,”’ has reeently been formed in Porto Rieo
to agitate for the ecomplete separation of the island
from the eontrol ‘of the United States. The offi-
cial organ of the party is La Correspondencia. In
connection -with the growth of separatist agita-
tion, a correspondent of the New York Evening
Post reports that a letter has been received by
the dean of the University of Porta Rico from Dr.
Paul G. Miller, Commissioner of Edueation, “re-
questing a list of the names of the members of
the graduating elass of the Normal School . who
had signed the petition to the House of Repre-
sentatives urging that a certain resolution to the
President of the United States be changed so as
to pray for the complete independence of Porto
Rieo.”” The Commissioner further stated that ne
appointments as teachers would be granted to any
applicants whose loyalty to the United States mlght

be questioned. , P

WOMEN BOLSHEVISTS IN m;m

WASHINGTON, March 4. v-of a na-
tion-wide Bolshevik women'’s prganization in Fin-
Jand, through the arrest /i amn 18-year-old girl,
is reported in | to the state department
from Helsingfors, .1t is said that a complete list
of Bolshevik .Zgents has been obtsined from the
pnsoncermeomr “Provinee,” Feb. 4.




