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HISTORY OF CANADA.

BOOK TWELPTH.

T
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CHAPTER I.

THE AMERICAN ARMY BLFORE QUEBEC.

1775-1776.

Desperate plight of the British cause in Canada
j
Quebec alone recog-

nizes British domination.—Defensive prepai .'^ns.

—

a change unfa-

vorable for republicanism gradually takes place In the Canadian mind.

—Assault on Quebec, Dec. 31 ; General Montgomery killed.—Succours

sent from America ; Congress again addresses the Canadians ; arrival of

Franklin, Chase, and Carroll, who invite them to join the confedera-

tion.—Conduct of the people at this crisis.—The American forces, des-

titute of necessaries, become sickly—The governor receives reinforce-

ments.—Siege of Quebec raised.—The Americans, discomfited near

Trois-Rivieres, quit Canada.—In the south, the campaign ends favour-

ably to them.—Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776.—Discus-

sions in the British Parliament.—Burgoyne's campaign; battles of

Huberton, Benington, Freeman's Farm, &c.—Capitulation of Saratoga.

—Admiral Count d'Estaing, at the instance of Congress, vainly tries

to persuade the Canadians to become republicans.
, y

The presence of the governor in Quebec did little for the cause

of his country in Canada ; a regard for British supremacy in a

short time thereafter, existing scarcely anywhere but in the capital

itself. The clergy, the seigneurs, and most of the lawyers, were

ever devoted to British interests ; but these were scattered in the

towns and about the parishes, so many isolated individuals amidst

crowds of others. Still, their influence was potent enough to make

them hopeful of being finally able to direct the popular mind every-

where. Meantime, the members of the royalist party, anywhere

outside of Quebec, were reduced to temporary insignificance.

,S. • t



HISTORY OF CANADA.

The capital then had a population of about 5,000 souls. Its

garrison was 1,800 strong, including 550 Canadians. The forces

were of a heterogeneous kind, n)ade up of regulars, militia, armed

sailors, &c. ; but there was enough of provisions and warlike muni-

tions in store for eight months. The fortifications had been great-

ly strengthened since the previous war, and improvements on them

were continued since hostilities recommenced. The ramparts, on

the landward side, were mounted with cannon and mortars ; to-

wards the river St. Charles, and facing the St. Lawrence, there

was on the margin of the cape (above the lower town) a palisaded

line bristling with heavy artillery. The lower town was itself de-

fended, at the centre, by batteries erected on the quays; and to-

wards each extremity, by barricades. At the end of Champlain-

street, in a locality below where the citadel has since been construc-

ed, two batteries were raised, with space intervening, the cannon

in which commanded the narrow pathway, between cliff and

flood. At the other extremity of the lower town, the endings of

St. Peter's and Saultau-Matelot streets were barricaded; while

the contiguous portion of the quay was mounted with ordnance.

Two hundred yards further on, another barricade was raised in

old Sault-au-Matelot street; a narrow and then the sole issue

•existing between the cape and the river St. Charles, for communi-

cating between the Palais and the lower town. More than 150

pieces of artillery were in position in the upper and lower town,

at the beginning of December. Had the besiegers been more nu-

merous, from 7,000 to 8,000 soldiers would have been needful to

man properly the defences of Quebec ; but the force then in the

city was quite sufi&cient for the purpose : in fact, at no time during

the siege, did the enemy's number exceed that of the garrison

;

and we know not which of two things to marvel at the most, the

temerity of Montgomery and Arnold in attacking, or the timidity

of Carleton in his manner of defending, the city.

Arnold, as soon as he was re-iiiforced by Montgomery's corps,

without waiting for that general, who marched more slowly, ap-

peared before Quebec at the head of 900 provincials and some Ca-

nadians utder Colonel Livingston : the fidelity of the upper classes

to British interests left the latter headless, so that they were now

led on by alien chiefs. When Montgomery arrived, he invested

ehoi
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THE AMERICAN ARMY BEFORE QUEBEC.

the city entirely, and occupied Bcauport, la CanardiOirc, and S.iintc-

Foye ; at the latter were his head-quarters. There is reason to

believe that his design was not to besiege the city in the usual

form, as battering the ramparts in broach, <%c., for he had neither

cnginccrH, nor artillery suited to tliat purpose ; his nim was rather

to espy an occasion for capturing the place by an unexpected and

sudden assault [coup de main) ; and the batteries he erected at

Saint-Roch and on the Saint-Louis road, 700 yards distant from

the ramparts, were intended merely to cover his own camp
;
pos-

sibly, also, to veil the design we have indicated.

However that may be, it certainly wa.s no easy matter to sur-

prise a strongly fortified place, defended by a vigilant garrison.

A desire to terminate, by a crowning success, the series of fortu-

nate hits he had been able to give the British since he entered

their colony, perhaps blinded the perceptions of Montgomery to

the perils attending his present enterprise. An auspicious mo-

ment for assaulting the place successfully might arrive, but it had

to be waited for ; and, besides his paucity of forces, he was not pro-

perly supplied with money and was short of provisions. His men,

poorly clothed, and unaccustomed to the severity of a lower Cana-

dian winter, were already affected with virulent small-pox, a dis-

ease which soon spread among them and continued to decimate

their ranks to the last. As if these material wants and physical

evils were not enough to cause the hazardous enterprise to mis-

carry, an additional source of weakticss was opened up, through

dissensions between Colonel Arnold and his officers.

The Canadians, too, who had lost their all through accepting in-

convertible paper-money for sup] dying state wants, refused to re-

ceive the promissory notes of th« American congress in exchange

for their services or the commo llties they offered to sell. In a

short time, likewise, those countr} people who had been most zeal-

ous in the cause of provincial independence, began to cool on the

subject. The greater number of the people, in fact, knew noth-

ing of the over-forward proceedings of two traders in Montreal,

named Price and Walker, who undertook in their name, to deal

with Congress, as republican representatives of the colony.

Again, the Canadians who joined the American ranks, or who

favoured the pretensions of Congress, began to perceive that they

•
'
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6 1I18T0KY OP CANADA.

would Imvc to play a secondary, even a Bubf^crviont pnrt, as the

Ktruj?glo njjjninHt IJritish domitiiition proj^rensed. Tho AiiiericiinB

now nnionfjj them to bo{j;iii with, decided everything without consult-

ing the iuhnbitantH; they noniiimt(>d offioiaJH, convoked public meet-

ings, »!tc., without asking Caiuidiun consent upon any occasion.

I'rescntly, tho more thinking of tho Cuniidian republicans began

to regret that they had been helpful to let loose upon their couti-

try a band of armed adventurers, at whoso mercy they were, with-

out any proper means for repressing their excesses. RefleotionB

naturally and promptly aripo on all such occa.«'ions : they were, in

the present case, not unmixed with a feeling of self-humiliation.

The royalists were not slow to profit by this turn in the tide of

public feeling. The disparaging words of the royalists launohod

at republicanism, wore not a little re-inforced by tlie sordid as-

pect of the ragged soldiery of Arnold ; while, though their num-

ber was small, their officers acted in an arbitrary manner. In a

word, the sarcastic observations of tho royalists on the allies of

tho cnngrcganists, as the partizans of Congress in Canada were

called, began to tell with an effect anything but favourable to the

American cause. The prudence of General Montgomery much

contributed, so long as he lived, to prevent an explosion of hostile

Tceling against his people by the Canadians, who began to ex-

press an opinion, between man and man, that it were better to

obey one's own chief, under whatever form of general government,

than to bo indebted for political freedom to aliens (in all senses

of that word). Montgomery certainly manifested great address in

managing different orders of men whom he dealt with; being

especially careful not to awaken the fears of change in the most

sensitive of all, the privileged classes. Although he knew the

innate feelings of the persons who enjoyed those privileges, he

ever showed them the greatest respect ; and while perfectly cog-

nizant of the labours of the clergy to restrain revolutionary ten-

dencies in their flocks, he enjoined on his men constant respect

for (the catholic) religion and its ministers. He promised freedom

of worship for all, and protection to the existing religious foun-

dations. He proposed that a provincial convention, of deputies

freely chosen, should be convoked, to prepare a form of govern-

ment suited to the wants and wishes of the country. The com-
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mon people nad been, in fact, allured ($6iluit) by that propoBal

;

but their superiors got up a counter-agitation, in ordi r to pcrHiiadc

the CanadianB that the whole wan an illuHion, which thoy would

Hoon repent of over having been induced to regard with trustful-

nesB.

To bring about a favourable rc-action in the Canadian mind,

Montgomery discerned no other means than to capture Quebec,

and annihilate the royalism therein concentred. This feat he

had determined to essay by a nocturnal escalade, and he was only

waiting for a night of unusual darkness to plant his ladders un-

observed by the garrison. The midnight hours between the 30th

and 31st of December seemed to him a propitious time—no lumi-

naries appearing in the firmament above, and snow falling fast on

the earth beneath ; while a howling wintry wind deadened all soundf

that liis movements might create. Montgomery called all his ef-

fective men together (between 13 and 14 hundred only), arran-

ged them, and led tlie way to an assault of the city defences.

They followed with alacrity ; for neither he nor they knew that

Governor Carleton had been made aware, by deserters, some

days before, that a sudden attack was in contemplation by the

Americans; consequently, every outpost was carefully guarded,

and the sentinels ready to give an alarm as soon as an enemy

appeared.

Montgomery divided his scanty force into four attacking columns.

The first, composed of Livingstone's Canadians, was to make a

feigned assault in the direction of Porte St. Jean ; the second,

led by Major Brown, was ordered to threaten the citadel. While

the garrison's attention should be occupied by these movements, and

only thought of defending the upper town, the two other columns,

forming a really assaulting corps, were to penetrate the lower town,

and afterwards ascend to the upper, which, the Americans imagined,

was open on that side. Colonel Arnold, with 450 men, was to

advance by the suburb of St. Roch, and carry the barricades and

batteries of the Sault-au-Matelot ; Montgomery reserved to himself

the direction of the strongest column, undertaking to force the

barrier of the Pr6s-de-Ville and enter the place by Champlain-

street. By 2 a.m. Dec. 31, all the troops were ready to act.

Some of the men stuck sprigs of pruche in front of their hats as

i
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marks of mutual recognition ; others mounted labels with the

motto, " Liberty or death." Eaeheuluiiui then moved towards its

OBsigned locality ; Montgonuiry descending with his corps by the

Btrund of the Foulon (Wolfe's Cove), and pushing onward as far as

the Anse-des-Mt^res, where ho halted, in order to give the final

signal for attacking to the leaders of the other columns. By this

time it was four o'clock in the morning. Two rockets ascended,

and immediately soverd responsive signals, from the other corps,

wore perceived by the sentinels on the ramparts, who forthwith

gave the alarm. When the Americans arrived on the ramparts of

the landward side of the city, they were received with a heavy fire

of musketry, which they were not slew in returning.

Meanwhile Montgomery was moving onward with his columns,

which took much time to defile, for the roadway along which it

had to pass was very strait, in some places two men not being

able to march abreast between cliff and strand ; besides being en-

cumbered by ice-blocks and wreaths of newly fallen snow. He
nevertheless cleared all obstructions, and reached the outer barrier

of P res-do-Ville, through which he passed without difBculty ; but

on attaining the next, he was confronted by a masked battery,

mounted with seven cannon, and manned by a guard 50 strong,

'under Captain Chabot.* The artillerymen within stood beside

their guns, with lighted matches, all ready to apply them and send

a shower of grape as soon as the foe came near. Montgomery was

astounded on finding such preparations made for giving him a hot

reception. Halting within fifty yards of the battery, he turned

round, seemingly to confer hastily with officers behind him, and

then followed by the latter and their men, suddenly sprang to-

wards the battery, when Chabot gave orders to fire. The dis-

charge that followed proved destructive ; cries and groans, whicli

suddenly arose, proved its deadly efficiency. Montgomery himself,

his two aides-de-camp, with several other officers and a number of

their men, lay on the ground, some killed outright, or writhing

in agony from mortal or other wounds. Colonel Campbell, upon

whom the chief command of Montgomery's column devolved, find-

ing that his men were so discouraged by the loss of the general

Sanguinet's Manuscripts.

• «
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THE AMERICAN AUMY BEFORE QUEBEC.

and flo ninny of tlioir cntnrndos, thought it wouhl bo useless to ro-

form IiIh disorderod ranks for a second attempt to force tlic |)ori-

louH puss ; ho turuod heel and rotrouted with the utuioHt precipi-

tation.

At tliis monicni, Arnold, after traversing St. Roch and tho

Palais, was advancing to force tho first barricade which de-

fended tho opening of Old Sault-au-Mutelot street, when, in de-

filing under the rampart of the upper town, whence proceeded a

brisk fire, ho was struck by a ball which crushed his leg. His

leading wPS taken up by Captain Morgan, an cx-porruquier of

Quebec, but a bravo officer, who marched up to tho barrier, and

carried it by escalade, after wounding the sentinel, and took pri-

soner every soldier posted there, losing but one of his own men
;

a casualty, however, of more importance than any other, as tho

man killed was a Canadian, who served him for a guide : this ac-

cident brought Morgan to a stiind-still. lie was, soon thereafter,

joined by Lieutonunt-colonel Green and tho rest of the column, at a

moment when a strange scene was passing among his soldiers. A
party of the citizens, aroused by the drummers beating the reveil-

ler, repaired to the post of tlie Sault-au-Matelot, which was as-

signed as their place of rendezvous in case of an attack on the city
;

when, meeting tho Americans, the latter held out their hands, ex-

claiming, " Liberty for ever 1" Somo of them [?] escaped, others

were taken prisoners.*

Daybreak found tho Americans in possession of all tho houses

between the barrier they had carried and the one beyond, in

St. James' street, about 200 paces further off. A handful of Ca-

nadians, who had pushed on, defeaded this ground, foot to foot,

with great obstinacy despite the enemy's superior number, who

called out several times, naming certain citizens, " Friends, are

you there?" and, having reached the second barrier, sot up lad-

ders for scaling it j but the fire kept up by tho defenders was so

deadly, that the assailants, driven back, were fain to take shelter

in the houses. There a city militiaman, named Cliarland, an in-

trepid and robust man, advanced amid a shower of balls, seized the

'' r

* " Quelques-uns s'^chappcrent, les autres furent retenus prison-

niers " ; thus ambiguous)/ runs the author's text.

—
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ladders, and drew them inside the barricade. This post was un-

der the charge of Captain Dumas, who was then hotly engaged with

the ensconced Americans. The field of action at this point formed

an angle, one aide of which was occupied by the assailants;

and the line cutting that of the cape at right angles and tunning

towards the St. Lawrence, was held by the besieged, who had a

battery on their right flunk. It was not long before Captain

Dumas was succoured by Captain Marcoux' Canadians, along with

some British foot-soldiers and artillerymen.

The governor, being apprised that the column had retreated

which attacked PrcNs-de-Ville, and perceiving by their mana'uvres

that the enemy's troops who threatened Porto St. John and Capo

Diamond did not attack in earnest, combined most of his forces

at the point of Sault-au-Matelot. Ho ordered Captain Laws,

with 'JOO men, to quit the city by the Porte-du-Palais, and,

throwing himself into St. Charles street and old Sault-au-Matelot

street, made a brisK assault on the enemies' rear. Captain Mac-

dougall, was charged, at the same time, to support Laws with

his company. The latter having reached his destination, entered

a he use where several American oificers were in conference ; at

sight of the British, the former drew their swords, but were in-

formed that if they made any resistance they would be massacred.

Having ascertained that the corps outside waa too numerous to

be resisted, they surrendered accordingly.

Carleton had also sent orders to Major Nairne and Captain

Dambourgcs to take a strong detachment and support the troops

who were still combating in the lower town. Going thither they

took tlie ofFensive, and began to assail the houses occupied by the

enemy. The nearest building was soon scaled a 1 carried by

Dambourges and his men ;
* Major Nairne was as successful with

others, till every one Wivs quite cleared of the Americans ; who

thus found themselves assailed on all sides at once. Their van

• " M. Dambourges ascended to a window on a ladder taken from

the enemy, followed by several Canadians, and forced the casement of

a corner house ; in which he found several Bostonians. After fixing

his gun, he at the bayonet's point, along with several Canadians, cour-

ageous as himself, forced his way into the chambers ; which so dis-

couraged the inmates that they surrendered."

—

Sanguinet Journal, MS.
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driven buck, hotly pressed in rear, enclosed every way and their

retreat cut off, they still continued a bootless resistance, but at

last, in despair, threw down their arms, and were taken prisoner.

All tlio survivors of Arnold's corps remained in the hands of the

governor, wlio, following up thi access, stormed the battery of

St. Roch, whence a cannonade | roceeded during the whole dura-

tion of the attack on the city, now fairly terminated.

Tiie fire kept up at the Sault-au-Matelot was very hot, and it

was expected that its effect must be deadly, but such it was found

not to have really been. The loss of the Americans was great, in

prisoners ; and the death of Montgomery was an irreparable

calamity for their cause. The corpse of that general, along with

the bodies oftwelve others, were disengaged from snow-heaps, at a

little distance from the barrier through which he had attempted to

enter. Some of the captured American officers, unconscious of

the fate of ihcir chief, having recognized his sword in the hands

of an officer of the garrison, were moved at sight of it, and di-

vined the loss that had befallen them. The governor, on his part,

showed his sympathy for them, and his own regard for the me-

mory of Montgomery, by interring his remains with military

honours.

After this repulse, the besiegers, although greatly weakened,

determined to keep the city blockaded, but were obliged to re-

move to a distance of two to three miles thencefrom. Their

situation was becoming very critical ; a prey to disease, destitute

of provisions, and falling daily in Canadian esteem, they were

ever getting more and more dispirited.

The governor, whose numerical superiority was now unquestion-

able, still determined to maintain the defensive till spring ; and

decided not to issue from the city ramparts till the arrival of

re-inforcements he had solicited from Britain. He rightly feared

more the political influence, than the military prowess of the

Americans, who remained masters of the open country for some

time longer.

The struggle thenceforward would be maintained rather be-

tween antagonistic militias, than betwixt the royalists and tho

troops of the Congress, in the Canadian arena. The general

colonial population, as winter terminated, desired to maintain a

I < ii
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neutral part ; and demanded thatt the royalist party should keep

quiet, for M. de Beaujeu having assembled, in March, 350 men
in the Laurentian parishes of the right bank, below Quebec, in

order to assist in the defence of that city,—forthwith a combined

corps, Canadian and American, marched against him, surprised

his vanguard, killed or wounded several of his men, and T'ould

have slain them all, but for the interference of some of their

own officers. In this skirmish, fathers fought against sons, brothers

against brothers, &c. M. de Beaujeu, finding himself thus opposed,

judged it expedient to disband his corps.

Meanwhile, General Schuyler was informed by Arnold of the

abortive attempt on Quebec and Montgomery's death, and of his

own promotion to the chief command. Schuyler earnestly

adjured the Congress to send 3,000 men into Canada at once

;

adding his opinion, that no fewer number would serve if past

losses were to be made up, and the American cause have a chance

of triumphing in the province. "Washington, who could not

detach so many soldiers from his own army without incurring

great risks therc^;;-^ persuaded the people of Massachusetts, Con-

necticut, and New Hampshire to send each a regiment into Canada

;

and as the Congress paper-money did not pass current there,

specie was sent instead. Washington also gave orders to raise a

force of 1,000 (anti-British) Canadians, in addition to Living-

ston's corps, and put them in charge of Moses Hazen, who had

long resided in the colony.

The Congress also addressed a new proclamation to the Cana-

dians; telling them (iH7t:r aZt'a), " Such is the fate of all mun-

dane things—the best of causes are ever most exposed to vicissi-

tudes. But the spirit of noble minds, enlightened and inspired

by the Sun of Liberty, rises all the higher, to surmount obstacles.

Eight battalions are raising, and will soon rush forward to the

rescue of your province : if more are wanted, they will be

supplied." The Congress conjured the Canadians, once more, to

seize the favourable occasion then presented to them, to play a

part in the glorious conquest of American independence. It

recommended that an assooiat' nx (of malcontents) should be

formed in every parish ; and that such associations should each

elect a proper number of deputies to constitute a provincial as-
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serably of representatives ; these to nominate delegates from their

own body to sit as Congress-men . But the Canadian people, gra-

dually cooling in their republican tendencies, and continuously in-

fluenced by the calming and efficacious advice of the clergy and

burgesses,—the latter all of monarchic sentiment,—listened to the

words in the Congress' address with an indifference which proved

the change that had come over the popular mind since the previous

autumn : in fine, the Canadians stirred not, in any direction.

Advised of the prevailing inertia of the Canadian mind, the

Congress, by way of stirring it up, resolved to send some of its

foremost men as commissioners to the province. The celebrated

Franklin, Mr. Chase, and Chai-les Carroll, all three leading con-

gressiunals, were the nominees. The latter, by a special resolu-

tion, was solicited to engage his brother, an ex-jesuit (who died

bishop of Baltimore in 1815), to accompany the delegation, and

exert his influence, as a priestly republican, upon the catholic clergy.

The commissioners' instructions, dated March 20, directed them

to represent to the Canadians, that their territory had been en-

tered, merely as a means for causing the projects of the British

government against colonial freedom to miscarry. The confede-

rated provincials, the commissioners were to observe, trusted not

only to baffle the hostile machinations of Governor Carleton, but

to extend to the Canadians, whom the Americans regarded as

their brothers, the means of assuring their own independence.

The interests of the two countries, it would be their duty to urge,

were really identical : if the confederation militant obtained, as

doubtless it would, recognition of iti^ rights, the Canadians (sup-

posing they joined it) would share in the benefits thence accruing

:

otherwise, they would remain subject to every tyrannical act

which a British ministry should choose to inflict upon them

:

while, in the former case, they could adopt whatever form of pro-

vincial government they considered most befitting—yet still

taking rank as an equal member of the North American Union
with all the other associated provinces. =^

'
/'-

The commissioners were to convey an intimation to the Cana-

dians, that their own mother country would certainly not side

with Britain in the war against the provincials ; that, on the con-

trary, there was every reason for believing, that the inclination

,;«
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as well as the interest of the French people led them to live in

amity with the Americans, when become independent. The com-

missioners were enjoined to declare, that the latter held as a sa-

cred principle, every man's right to choose his religious creed for

himself; and they were to engage, in name of the whole confede-

ration, that the religion of the Canadians should remain intact

;

that the rights of their clergy, and those of the spiritual confra-

ternities, would be constantly respected : in a word, that the re-

gulation of everything regarding public worship and ecclesiastical

matters should be entirely left at the discretion of a free legisla-

ture constituted by the Canadians themselves : conditioned, how-

ever, that the catholic majority should not exclude protestants,

&c., from filling ciVil offices, or oblige such to pay tithes, or other-

wise be made to contribute to the support of the catholic clergy.

Lastly, the commissioners were to demonstrate to the Canadians

the necessity of adopting decisive and prompt measures for coming

under the protection of the American confederation : giving the

Canadian people, at the ane time, some notion of the modes in

use, over the frontier, for making known the public wishes ; also

to point out how political and municipal business were best

transacted ; as, for example, by means of committees of ob-

servation and inspection in each township (arrondissement) , and

by means of provincial conventions, and committees of public

safety : in order to realizing all which, the commissioners were to

urge that the assembling of a convention ought to take place forth-

with ;
along with the establishment of a free press; to be followed

by the organization of a new government, the latter afterwards to

enter into political partnership with the other independent provinces

comprising the North American Union.

The commissioners, thus indoctrinated, left New York city,

April 2nd, 1775, but did not reach Montreal till the 29th of that

month. Franklin remained there till the 11th and P6re Carroll

till the 12th of May. The form soon perceived that the quest

he was sent on would prove bootless. Personally, he was not an

acceptable mediator in the case ; for the Canadians could not but

remember how eager he was to stimulate the British people to

make a conquest of their country, some fifteen yeai's before.

The charge laid on these commissioners was, as we have seen



THE AMERICAN ARMT UEFOBE QUEBEC. ts

to engage the Canadians to join in a revolution ; but they were

also inatructed, should they fail in this, to strive at persuading

thorn to remain neutral at least during the struggle, in

order to allow military occupation to bo taken of the colony

without any resistance on their part : a (concealed) after intent

being, for the Americans to keep permanent hold of it, with or

without the consent of the inhabitants.

While PVanklin was working his way as a civil diplomatist, P6re

Carroll visited a number of the clergy in Montreal and the country

places : hia success with thorn was yet less than that of Franklin with

the laity. Vainly did he press upon the attention of his brother

priests rea.sons he judged most likely to be of weight, in engaging

them to adopt a revolutionary policy. If hia reasoning were strong,

the practical logic in theirs was yet less controvertible. He was

told that ever since the acquisition of Canada by Great Britain,

the people had had no one aggression upon their rights to complain

of; that, on the amtrary, her government had faithfully realized

all treaty stipulations ; that she had sanctioned, and covered with

the aogis of her power, the olden jurisprudence and ancient custo-

mary legal practice of Canada : while all this waa done with a re-

spectful scrupulosity which really merited grateful acknowledge-

ment. Carroll replied, " the Congress expra-^ly declares, that if

the Canadians will but unite with the provinces its members re-

present, their forms of worship will be respected, and the estates

of their clergy be preserved intact : that, if the Canadians rid

themselves of British domination, their religion would not be

* tolerated ' merely, as it then was, but bt* put ou an equal foot-

ing with all other religions," Upon which the priests addressed

rejoined, " so far as that goes, the British government has left us

nothing to wish for. Ah our monasteries are now in full possession

of their own ; our missions are in a flourishing state : why, the

military authorities are ordered to do honour to our religious out-

door ceremonies ! Upon the principle that fidelity is due for pro-

tection, the clergy cannot in conscience decide, that recommending

neutrality in the case would be compatible with their duty to the

established government." Carroll was then admonished, that in

some Anglo-American provinces the catholic religion had not even

been tolerated ; that the priesthood was prohibited exercising its

',*
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functions, under severe penalties ; and that missionaricfl among

the savages wore treated with rigour and cn'elty. The Canadians

were not persuaded that thcf»e harsh measures were altogether the

work of the ix>yal government; for, when catholic interests were

in (juestion, the British colonists were by no jneans forward in

vindicating that religious freedom they claimed for theinsKilvcs.

Lastly, there was great coutradictoriness between the address of

the Congress to the British people, dated October 21, 1774, and

that eent, during the same year, to the inhabitants of Canada. The

Quebec Act, denounced in the former (it was rightly observed)

only recognized the i ights of conscience, by guaranteeing to the

Canadians the free exercise of their religion, to their clergy the

enjoyment of their property and incomes, with a dispensation

from the oper tion of the test acts
;
yet the Congress, animated

by an adverse spirit, had, in it* address to the people of Britain,

actually demanded a proscription of the religion, laws, and other

cherished institutions of the Canadians—in fact, had called for

their total abasement, " How, then, after giving expression to

sentiments so hostile, can the Canadian clergy put full trust in

tliese woixis, forming part of the addrea^' of Congress to the Cana-

dians :
' We are too well acfjuainted with the liberality of senti-

' ment distinguishing your nation, to imagine that difference of

* religion will prejudice you against a hearty amity with us.

* You know that the transcendent nature of freedoui (^levates those

* who unite in her cause, above all such low-minded infirmities.

' The Swiss cantons furnish a memorable proof of this truth.

* Their Union is composed of Catholic and Protestant States,

* living in the utmost concord and p<iace with one another
; [?]

' and they are thereby enabled, ever since they bravely vindicated

' their freedom, to defy and defeat every tyrant that has ever in-

' vaded them.'"

The inconsistency of the Congress in their addresses, thus

brought home to the perceptions of its emissaries, everywhere

bore such results as might have been expected to arise out of such

gelf-stultification. When the address to the people of Great Britain,

(dated Sept. 5 1774) was first read, in a numerous meeting of

royalistfi, that part relating to the re-organisation of Canada, and

another depicting the evil nature of the religion and usages of the
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inhabitants, elicited exclamations of indignation and scorn from

all present.

" the perfidious and slandering Congress I" cried some

;

adding, " Let us bless our good prince ; let us be faithful to a

king of that consistent benignity which extends itself to religion-

ists of every kind ; let us beware of those who wish us to become

disloyal, arriving with false promises in their mouths." ^

Thus did the solemn protestations of the Congress become dis-

credited, among the people, while the clergy and seigneurs soon

resumed their influence over them ; for sound polity is based on

enlightened plain-dealing, and not on diplomatic finesse or di»>

honouring subterfuges.

Persons are not wanting who, at the present time, reproach the

clergy, seigneurs, and burgesses of that day for a policy denounced

as being yet more improvident than selfish. They regret that

unjust prejudices should have become means for depriving their

compatriots of a tempting opportunity for obtaining independence

and freedom, perhaps without shedding a drop of blood ; as, had the

British been once expelled from the country, they never would

have re-entered it. Such cannot imagine how our progenitors

could turn a deaf ear to the overtures of the Congress which offer-

ed to receive us into ita confederation on such conditions as each

of the thirteen provinces reclaimed for itself, and no others;

namely, leaving to all to adopt such forms of internal government

as they chose to establish, provided only that the whole should

form a republic, and religious freedom be allowed everywhere.

In place of this liberty, thus rejected, what did they or we ob-

tain ? it is bitterly demanded : " Why, the despotic system of

1774, in virtue of which a few Canadians were admitted to place,

from polity; the constitution of 1791, with a legislature of three

branches, over two of which the public could exercise no influence,

since both emanated directly from London, while in the executive

was vested all real power ; finally, the Union of the two Canadas

in 1840, effected in view of gradually annihilating our nationality,

and subjecting us to a British majority I During this long period

of political servitude, unjust treatment, and humiliation, the

personnel of the executive has always been alien and hostile to the

Canadians." ,, . -.
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To those animadversions it is replied, with sound reasoning,

that it would have been injudicious to take part with insurgent

populations which vere anything but sure of being able to gain their

cause ; that, notwithstanding all their promises, it were imprudent

for a community of catholics, of French origin, to throw itself

into the arms of a confederation of provincials mostly of British

race and nearly all protestants ; whose representatives, too, had so

lately remonstrated both {gainst the religious tolerance of their

mother country in our behalf, as well as the consideration her

government had manifested for our other institutions and usages

;

that, to cut the matter short, prudential considerations, as well as

a loyal feeling, founded on the rational basis of gratitude for royal

grace, bound our forefathers to adhere to the prince (whose do-

mination had been indeed imposed upon them), rather than run

the risk of faring worse as a member of an Anglo-American re-

public (should such be established) : for, after all, there were worse

conditions than that of living under the supremacy of a European

monarchy, powerful to protect.

We return to the progression of passing events.—Governor

Carleton, as already noted, concluded to await the arrival of suc-

cours from Britain before quitting his fastness of Quebec ; though

he might easily have swept away from its environs all his remanent

enemies, after the repulse of Dec. 31 ; and probably have constrained

them to quit the country entirely. His inaction gave the invaders

time to rally ; and to General Schuyler, who commanded on the

Canadian frontier, an opportunity for sending in re-iaforcements,

which he was not slow to avail himself of—(Jeneral Wooster, who

took the chief command at Quebec, in place of Colonel Arnold,

set about erecting new batteries to play on the city. He constructed

one at Pointe-Ldvi, and another on the Buttes-^Neveu ; but neither

proved eflFective.

Wooster was superseded, in May 1776, by General Thomas, who

found only 1,600 effective men at his disposition, although 1,900

were entered on his muster-rolls. Privation, exhaustion, and the

small-pox, kept the rest laid up. It had been resolved, in a coun-

cil-of-war holden at Montreal, to fortify the right bank of the

river Jacques-Cartier, and to build some gun-boats at Chambly

;

but as matters then stood, the project could not be realized.
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Men, ammunition, stores of all kinds, were deficient ; but six days'

provisions remained, and the growing unfriendliness of the Cana-

dians made it difficult to obtain subsistence through their means

for the American forces. In this discouraging posture of affairs,

Thomas began to think of retreating ; but still would not leave with-

out making a parting attempt against the city ; resorting, how-

ever to a device which could have no chance of success. He
launched a fire-ship against the shipping which had wintered in

the port, hoping that the coi.dagration it was intended to create

would so attract and detain the attention of the garrison, that his

own men would be able to near the city unawares, surmount its

works, and take the plac. by surprise. The fire-ship never reached

the shipping, and burnt itself out ; and while this combustion

was in process, the arrival of vessels from Britain below the city

was signalled. The moment was critical: Thomas hardly had

time allowed him to embark his artillery and invalids, before the

governor issued from Quebec with 1,000 men and six field-pieces,

to pursue him. The American rear-guard was attained, and a

skirmish ensued, which ended by leaving in British hands the

enemy's whole artillery, stores and baggage, with more than 200

sick and wounded. The Americans in advance, who threw away -

their arms to enable them to run the faster, suflFcred cruelly in '

their retreat. Maay would have perished but for the compassion-

ating humanity of the Canadians, who gave them food and cover-

ings.

They halted not till .they arrived at Sorel, where their general'

'

died of small-pox. After hanging upon their skirts for some time,

Oarleton retraced his steps ; and returned to the city, sent thence
'

detachments to pick up straggling enemies, arrest colonists who '

had joined the Americans and fire their houses ; for the British, who

spared from destruction the property of insurgents in the Anglo-

American colonies, followed their ancient practice with respect to

Canada, and its foreign-derived race. As in 1759, they now

marched torch in hand.

The Congress had hastened the march of a re-inforcemeiit for

General Thomas, to enable him to keep hold of apart of the coun-

try at least. By the end of May, the Americans were about
'

4,000 strong in the district of Montreal ; but they were so ill
'

''•^'
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provided with proper mennn of rabointonoe by tli« Conp^roin, thai

thoir offioeni allowed '" n to take gmin by foroo from the dealers,

when the latter refViat take thoir written promisea to pay.

Thin mennuro wan appro /ed of by the ronident ooinmiapionera,

Carroll ond Chaae, who jnntified it to the Oongroaa aftorwarda,

declaring that, had not thin violent expedient been employed, •

general plunder by the men would have ennued ; while the resin-

tanoe of the people, on the other hand, would have led to aoenes

of bloodahed. Before the month closed (May), these two agents

loft Montreal and returned home. Paaning through St. John's,

they mot General Sullivan, loading a fresh oorpa, for Canada, of

1,400 men ; which increased the American force in the colony to

5,400. But ntill it was not strong enough to oonfVont the British

at this time, who had been largely re-inforced, from the mother

country, then in a state of great excitement against its revolted

provincials. '' * -' ' '" '• *•»! ':»•'»»«-«,»? 'nui * *«A4,i> m^i'

The aspect of colonial affairs had led to the resignation of

some of the British ministers, though a great majority in tho

legislature had voted for suppressing the rebellion by military force.

Fearing that desertions might take place among the regulars,

seeing that several ex-British officers commanded the soldiers em-

bodied by Congress, a treaty was entered into with the Duke of

Brunswick, and some other petty sovereign princes in Germany,

for the loan of an auxiliary corps 15,000 or 16,000 strong; a

band of unsympathetic mercenaries not likely to be an cflfective in*

strument of repression in the paymasters' hands. A division of

these troops, under generals Ricdesell and Specht, was embarked

for Canada, along with ten British battalions and some artillery*

men ; in all a corps 7 to 8 thousand strong, and commanded by

(General Burgoyne. Arrived at Quebec, this army was split into

detachments, which were stationed at intervals, on the banks of

the St. Lawrence, between the capital and Trois-Rivi^res ; but all

ready to act, in concert or otherwise, on signal given. The Ameri-

can General Sullivan, posted at Sorel, in espial of the royalists'

movements, thinking he would be easily able to capture Troie-

Rivieres, if it were attacked before relief could arrive from below,

embarked 1,800 men, under charge of General Thompson, with

orders to cross Lake St. Peter and land at Pointe-du-Lao.

secui
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Newaof thiH dosoont was brought to tho town, Juno 8, at 4 A. M,,

by a oaptuin at' militia. Fortliwith the troops in tho place, and

thoHo in port just arrived from Quobco, wore conjoined, and MDt

agaiuHt tho enemy. By tho way, a number of Canadians oauc

and swelled tho llritish ranlcH ; so that tho ouUcotivo force wan

greater than that of tho invaders, besides posHussing artillery,

which they wanted. Tho latter woro onoountered near a wood,

1^ niilo distant fVom TroiB-Uividres, and, after an obstinate strug-

gle with the British vanguard, were thrown back on another

Antagonistic corps, which outflanked and drove them into a marshy

wood to the north of Lake St. Peter. Their Qoncral and 200

of his men were taken prisoners ; and the rest took to flight, but

did not reach head-(|uarters till some days aftet wards.

Tho British vanguard moved, on tho 14th, to Horcl, which

Sullivan evacuated and retreated to Chambly. Burgoyne, with

the main army, followed slowly, picking up as many Canadian

volunteers as offered themselves. Sullivan, on finding the British

in chase, set fire to Fort Chambly and retrograded to St. John's,

whither Arnold had just come, with the American garrison of

Montreal ; after being nearly tukon in the net by Qovcrnor Car-

leton, who reached Varennes unawares, by ascending tho right

bank of the flood. Tho Americans, having burnt Fort St. John,

fell back successively on Jsle-aux-Noiz, Crown-Point, and Ticon-

doroga ; thus concluding an eight months' campaign of checkered

fortunes, varying according to the dispositions, favouring or un-

favouring, of the Canadians. Some timo before, fully 500 Ameri-

cans entrenched at the Cedars, on the right bank of the Ottawa,

surrendered to Captain Foster, who attacked them with a force

somewhat fewer. This loss, which involved the massacre of sev-

eral prisoners by the savages, was sensibly felt by the Americans,

who attributed it to the cowardice of their chief. The post was,

besides, of some importance to them, on account of its neigh-

bourhood to the native tribes.

Carleton, after driving the Americans from the frontiers of

Canada, judging that the next important step to be taken was ta

secure British mastery on Lake Champlain, set about launching

a flotilla on it, for that purpose. Three armed vessels, the parta

of which were sent from England, were put together; while 20
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gun btmtit, witli other siiinll ornt>, wcru otilliHJt'xI or built, nnd the

wholu |mt in ohiir^u ui' (.'iipUiin I'rin^lo. Tho AmvricunM, on

thoir pnrt, arniod two corvottoH, two hrigatitiiHW, nnd n doxon

Hmallor vcmmuIh ; which woro put in ohurKU of Arnold, with diroo-

tioiiH to obtain thu oontroi of tbu luku if ho could. Tho two

flotilhiH mot on thu 1 1 th of Outoluir, undor thu U)0 of Vnloourt

island ; nnd, after n Htitf uontuHt, Prin^lu wua fuin to draw off.

Arnold, though viotoriouH, Kwt two vuhhoIh in tho uncountor; and

hiH foroo boin^ now inforior to tho Hritiuh, ho dotunninod to take

prownt sholtor undor tho f^uns of tlio fort at Orown-I*oint ; but

inttTcoptod on hiH way thithor two dayn atlcrwnrdH, by tho Hritinh

flotilla, a Hocond notion took plaoo, whon ho was ooniplutoly dofcatr

od, and all hia vosw^ls t4ikon or dustroyod but four. Tho Amori-

oan land-foroo, thoroby lofl unprotootod at Crown-Point, blow

up tho fort, nnd rotroatod up tho lake. <\ ruh '-tfua -^

Tho yourly oanii>nign was now drawing; to nn end. Carlcton

returned to Ht. John'H, and thonoo doRconded tho Ilioholiou and

St. Jiawrcnco, to Quebec. The Britinh army took up wintor-

(|unrtifrn, being cantoned, at intervals, in a lino oxtonding from

l.Hlc-aux-Noix to tho capital. Tho men woro billeted on tho

houses of tho rural )x)pulution, royalist and malcontent alike,

paying for nothing, nil compensation being denied therefor.*
;

Tho British woro less lucky in tho southern colonies, whore

three operations woro to bo curried out by direction of tho cabinet.

Tho troops wore repulsed at Charleston, which it was intended

should bo besieged, and obliged to abandon Carolina. They wcro

forced to evacuate Boston also. An important victory gained by

Lord Howe at Long-Island, with much loss to tho Americans,

followed by their evacuation of New York and retreat behind

tho Delaware, was counterbalanced by tho success of General

Washington, wlio avenged the defeat of Long-Island, first by tho

* Ttius we understand M. Garncau's meaning, as Englished in the

above passage ; but, lest tho drift of it may have been misapprehended,

Ins text is subjoined :
" Elle (^I'armic anglaise) fut logdo cho?: les cul-

tivateurs, oA elle vdcut d discretion, traitant les royalistes et les r6pu-

blicains militairement, et enns qu'lls pussent obtenlr justice."—No
'

Authoritj is given for making this highly incriminating charge against

the government of that day ; and such ought to be called for.

—
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victory of Tronton, whoro he Uvik 1 ,000 [irtHondrn ; noxt. by. a

Hucoiul Hilvniitngu ho gaiiuHl on tlio noi^hhourin^ hoii^htM; hiHtly,

by tho (li8|)orNion ui a royiiliHt corpH at St/ony Hrook, whoro ho

took K(tO priNoiiarH nioro, aiul hoiiio cnnnon : itiHoniuoh thiit, a

balnnoQ hoin^ Btruok, the ouune of inihipondeiice wiih fuund ttjhttvo

p;uine<l morn than it loHt, in tho cuinpaiKn of 1770. : '
>'"

'

While Hrituin was thuH acting in the Held, i^he twuit coininiM-

Hionorfl to offer terinH to the inHur><entH. Their chiefM, fearing

the HoduetionH of tho government, thought the tinii! wan eoiuo Cor

breaking with the mother country altogeth<ir. The Congr«»HH

began formal neparation by a manifento, giving a detiiiled expoHitioti

of tho colonial ji^rievanoeii. Thin document creat<Hl an iinniennc

MeuHation. Hhortly afterwardx, tho congroHH ordered a lieavy iiii-

prcHHion to bo printed of a tract entitled (hmrtum Sfme, written

by Thoma« Paine ; it wan a publication full of bitter mireaHiiiH

againnt monarohio Hway, and dcnunciationn ofthe tyranny of domi-

nation from a dintanoe. TIuh work, too, had a great effect, for it

put tho American royalint party out »)f countenance ; while it

spurred on the ropublicanH to action, and decided i^hoHe who were

hesitating which party to take, to join the latter. The public mind

being thuB affected, Mr. Lee pro{X)flcd, Juno 7, 1770, to proclaim

tho independence of (Uritifih) America. The voUsh for and

againnt this decisive act were at first equal ; but, next day, a

majority decided that it should take pliuse. The Congress then

constituted itself into a " house of representatives of the United

States of America," and, July 4 ensuing, publislied the Declara-

tion of Independence, by whieli tho thirteen Anglo-American

provinces renounced for ever tho jurisdiction of the government

of Great Britain. Thus terminated the second part of the san-

guinary drama, tho first scenes in which were the campaignings

in the New World during the Seven Years' War.

General Burgoyne, about this time, returned to England, to

concert with the British ministry a plan of operations for the en-

suing year. This was an ambitious officer, who had more self-suffi-

ciency than his military talents justified. The political party ho

belonged to took occasion, from some easy successes ho gained ia

Portugal, to exalt his merits to the utmost ; a factitious reputa-

tion which afterwards made bis signal discomfiture and surrender
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at. Saratoga, beoome all the more discreditable to the govern-

mont which selected him for a chief ooinmand. <m

The project adopted by the British cabinet wos, to cause the

Canadian army to advance into the province of New York, and

form a junction, at Albany, with the corps under Gen. Howe

;

thereby separating New England from the southern provinces in

revolt. Burgoyne proposed, that in case a coalescing movement

on the Hudson line were found impracticable or too hazardous,

he should be allowed the double option either of descending

the Connecticut valley, or else of embarking the Canadian army,

and coming round to the junction point by water. This alter-

native was rejected by the ministry, and that plan adhered to as

aforesaid.

It is notorious that George III was of all men in Britain the

most determined to subdue the Americans. The difficulty of car-

rying out hostile intents led to several ministerial changes ; but

Lord North, says Gibbon in his Memoirs, supported on one side

by the mujestio intellect of Thurlow, and on the other by the sub-

tle eloquence of Wedderburne, stuck to the helm of state ; while

the houses of parliament showed a disposition to back his coercive

policy against the insurgent provincials. Majorities granted, at

his demand, ships, soldiers, and subsidies, despite the vehement

remonstrances of the party in opposition, " For these three years

past," demanded Lord Chatham, " whatsucoesses have we achieved ?

We have captured a few armed posts, all the while teaching orr ad-

versaries how to carry un war. Take my advice : hasten to redress

the grievances of the Americans ; listen to their complaints ; above

all, recognize their right to tax themselves by their own represen-

tatives, and not by ours. This recognition will act as a talisman for

procuring a truce, preliminary to obtaining a peaceful accommo-

dation with them. If we continue the war, if we march to en-

counter them within cannon-range of the French, they will open a

battery, masked as yet, which will blow every British soldier from

the Americ&n soil."

If Lord Chatham hated France, quite as much did Choiseul

* Tho author must mean that the commons " voted " in the sense in-

dicated, for the lords have next to Dotbing to do with the supplies.

—

B.
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dislike Britain. One desire above all others possessed the duke's

mind since signing the treaty of 1763,—that of avenging the hu-

miliation of France, inflicted by its articles. Although not now

in the ministry, he yet ruled it thTOUf;h the ascendancy he had

gained over queen Marie-Antoinette. By the force of his will and

great personal eflForts, he endowed his country with a redoubtable

navy ; and, notwithstanding the opposition of some of the min-

isters, he succeeded in persuading the indolent king to take part

with the American insurgents. Towards the close of 1775, Leo

opened a secret correspondence with a merchant at the Hague,

named Dumas. He had an interview afterwards in London with the

French ambassador and M. de Beaumarchais, the latter of whom
declared that the French government was willing to furnish arms,

ammunition, and money, to the extent of nearly five million francs

(£200,000 sterling).* It is reported that M. de Vergennes wish-

ed to turn the crisis to account by re-conquering Cape-Breton, Ca-

nada and Louisiana ; but that the other ministers did not relish the

proposal. The surviving officers who served in the last Gallo-Cana-

dian war all manifested a desire to resume their arms for another ; the

chevalier de L^vis, in especial, offered his services. An army only

10,000 strong, they said, would suffice to regain the lost American

possessions for France ; for every adult Canadian, freed from his

,
K

-J:

* Beaumarchais, author of Le Mariage de Figaro, &o. it is confidently

said, waSftbrougli liis selfish spirit and subtletj as an intriguer, not only

the prime mover, but the actual reslizer of the French alliance with the

United States leaders. He had become a commercial speculator, on a larg^

scale, in America ; heavy sums were due to him in the British provinces,

and payment for the bills given in return was suspended owing to the out-

brealc of insurrections. If it were put down, every sou of the debt would

pobably have been lost ; hence he put many wheeh in movement (h<^ was

the son of a watchmaker) to sustain the revolutionists in their attempt.

He was a handsome man, had showy parts and fascinating manners,

Though a parvenu, and a derider of kings and nobles, he was a favourite

at court, to which he found entry, at first, as a musical assistant to the

daughters of Louis XV. It was be, rather than De Ghoiseul, who had

exercised a dangerous influence over the mind of the amiable, but rather

giddy-headed consort of tlie gentle and just Louis XVI. Beaumarchais

accumulated an enormous fortune; ?.nd most of it by not irreprehea-

s ible means. See Mimoire et Correspondence du Prince de £ig7»e—B. '

.m



36
I n»l^ ». HISTORY OF CANADA. t, '4^iP

allegiance to an alinn king, resumed, in right of birth, fenlty to the

monarcliH of his own race : only diptribute 80,000 stiind of arras

among the Canadiatifl, it was aBPerted, and the Freneh legion of

10,000 sent out would forthwith heconie a quadrupled army of

40,000 men. With such a force, how could the proposed enter-

prise fail.

It was then that there appeared in Londoji a posthumouB

volume of letters written by M. do Montcalm, i\dd»*essed to Messrs.

Berrycr and Mold, in which the French general predicted, in ad-

vance, the loss of Canada and the Auiericnn revolution. Ho
wrote to his cousin, M, do Uerryer, Aug. 24, 175U,* " I shftU

•This letter is copte»t fVom a pamplilpt publislied at. Olbraltar

by Colonel BeatBon, of the Royal Engineer^, nnd entitled, " The Plains

of Abraham ; with Notes, original and selected." M. de Fariba\>lt, to

whom the author sent a copy of his performanco, has been Itind enough to

make it known to me. The letter also forms part of tlie lllnstralivo

pieces in Major Warburton's Conqnett of CiifKnldy published in 1849.

Eliot Warburton found it in a publication, (professing to be a collectiott

of genuine) " Letters of the Marquis de Montcalm, G. O. in Canada, to

Messrs. de Herryer and de la Mol*, In iTflT-lfBg : London HV?." Mr.

Warburton gives some extract* fVom other letters, in which it appears

that Montcalm kept up a secret correspondence with the British colo-

nists. How did those letters reach Loudon ? Who published tliem,

and what was the aim of their editor ? We know not. M. Faribault

has cited them in his catalogue, as entered In an old trade-list of London

books; but he has never understood that the letters (in print) ever

reached Canada. The letters are also mentioned in 0. Rich's Biblio-

tkica Jmericana Nova (London and New York, 1855), " Letters ftom the

Marquis de Montcalm, Governor-general of Canada, to Messrs. Berryer

and de la Mold, in the years 1757-8-9, with an English translation.—If

these 1otters are genuine," Rich adds, "they show that M. de Montcalm

had a very correct presentiment of what would be the consequences of

attempting to tAx the colonies." [There is " much '•irtue In ir," says

Toufhitonf, and the catalogue-maker's caution is commendable ; there

is a simplicity in it worthy of the celebrated commentator of Gulliver'a

Travels^ who opined that a few of Lemuel's most startling statements

lacked the sacrament of confirmation. The Montcalm letters are Just as

authentic ns the speculations of (Admiral) Hoxitr^t Ghost, Rowo's Let-

lers from the Dead to M« Living, or other like figments, but wore

not QCArly so well got up ; bearing upon them the unmistakoable stamp

of the Grub-street garret literature of A. D. 1777.

—
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oonftole mywlf for my defent and the Iohs of the oolotiy, by the

inward persuasion I have, that the defeat \ foresee will one day

be of more value to my country than a victory ; and that the vic-

tor, in apigrandiainp^ himself, will be buried under his acquired

spoils."

If there is anything to reproach Montcalm with, there was at

least no want of courage or patriotism in him. '
^t • ;

«

His letters contain, in regard of the secret intentions of the

British colonists, notifications (renaeiffnemenfn) worthy of iHjing

made known. Those colonists manifest^id a rabid hostility against

Oanada, only in view of obtaining more promptly their own inde-

pendence. Thus discoursed the marquis :
—

" I know them (the Ameriouns) well, not from rep(Trts of them

by strangers, but through secret correspondence and private infor-

mation which I have kept up and procured (m6niig6en)
; all which

I n.i'y some day be able (God sparing mo life), to turn to my
country's advantage. To crown the good fortune of those jxjoplo,

every colonist is in a thriving way of life ; they are nuniorouFi, too,

as well as rich ; they find within themselves all necessaries and

comtnoilitios of life. Old England has been heedless and silly

enough to allow them to manufacture for themselves, thus breaking

the chain which bound them, by means of their daily wants, to

the mother country, and made them dependent on hor. Therefore

it is, that the Anglo-American colonies, each become a selfsufficing

province, would have, long since, repudiated British domination

and declared their independence, but for the constant fear of the

French, always at their skirts, and ready to coui< down upon them

in force. If masters they must have, they prefen J to have them of

their own rather than an alien race : taking special care, however,

to bend to their compulsion as little as possible. But let Canada

once be conquered, the Canadians thereby becoming as one peo-

ple with them, and Old England still continuirig to assert her su-

premacy over them in any marked way, can you believe that they

would longer submit to it ? After all, what risk would they run,

in revolting? •^^'*^'*-

" I cannot, however, disguiHO from myself the truth, that Old

England, were she wisely politic, could always keep in hand a

, '«

*

i ,/
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ready means of bringing her American colonists to reason. Can-

ada, in point of riches, power, or numbers of people, is insignifi-

oant, compared with the solid mass of British America ; but the

valour, the industry, the fidelity of its inhabitants, so well supply

such deficiencies, that for a century back the latter have fought

with success against the whole of those British provincials. Ten

Canadians are a match for a hundred of them ; daily experience

proves that fact.—Now, if Old England, after conquering Canada,

or ly knew how to attach its people to her by benefits, and thereby

bound them to her interests alone ; if she would leave them in

possession of their religion, their laws, customs, and ancient form

of government—then Canada, differing on all points, from the

other colonies, would always remain an isolated dependency, and

never care to amalgamate with the Anglo-American colonies.......

But such is not the wise polity of the British. When they con-

quer any country, they must (forsooth) change its government

;

they carry thither their laws, their habitudes, &c., &c I am
as sure as I am now writing these words, that in ten years' time,

or sooner, after the conquest of Canada, all I have divined will

come to pass.—Therefore it is (as I set out with observing) that,

as a true Frenchman, I reconcile myself to the imminent danger my
country now incurs, of seeing this, her greatest colony, fall into

alien hands."* ^ ...; . .v . . ^ .*-. . . . ,

Never was a coming revolution predicted with so much preci-

sion, and never did Britain receive better counsel for the proper

treatment of the FrencB-Canadians, whose nationality she obsti-

nately wished to destroy, consentiently to the like clamours

the British colonists of our own time have borrowed from those of

that day. Montcalm taught Britain that, while combating

the French, the Americans were already seeking to draw up with

them, in order (at a future and not distant date) to make a com-

mon fight of it, and expel the British from the New Wovld.*

• Everything this letter contains appears to be so extraordinary, if

we advert to the time when it was written, that a doubt unwarily arises

(on se surprend d douter) of its authenticity. Montcalm announces with

BO much precision the events which were to and did happen, that we

hesitate to put faith in what was rather a prophecy than a prediction.

li
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Those French ministers opposed to intervention, became so

because they feared that, after throwing off the British yoke, the

revolted provinces would become afterwards strung enough to give

the law to France and Spain in every part of America, and be

ready to invade the possessions of eitf ^r or both at any unexpected

moment.* Although forecasting the future, they did not yet

anticipate the rapid progression of coming events iu the New
World. Meanwhile, the overtures of Beaumarchais were no

sooner made known to Congress, than its congress hastened to

send one of their body, Silas Deane, to Paris, with instructions "'

to enter into a direct negociation with the French cabinet. After

a thousand obstacles of every kind, the promised aid was despatched

to the Americans; whose cause became so popular in France, that

the young Marquis de Lafayette and several other youthful nobles

embarked to offer their services as volunteers to the insurgent

chiefs. Franklin, Deane, and Lee, were officially recognized as

resident American commissioners at the Court of Louis XVI.
The known kindly disposition of this prince, and the hope of

further succour from his subjects, mightily heartened the young

republic to maintain the struggle going on.

Meantime, general Burgoyne returned to Quebec, early in 1777.

What was passing in France might make it doubly advisable for

Britain to multiply her efforts to bring the contest to an issue

;

Burgoyne, accordingly, made prompt preparations for taking the

field. The governor, retaining only 3,000 men for the defence of

Canada, put all the other forces therein (about 8,500 soldiers

and 500 savages) at the disposition of Bourgoyne ; who was to

invade the province of New York (on its upper side) and strive

to effect a junction, at Albany, with the army of general Howe.

The former body rendezvoused at Crown^Point, June 30, along

with a considerable park of artillery. There was an intent to

adjoin to the British regulars a great number of auxiliary Cana*

This much is certain, that the letter was published in 1777 ; namely,

four years prior to the assumed triumph of the American revolution ; and

the exactness of the facts, with the wisdom of the polity it expounds,

merit its taking a place in the history of th'' time.

* Historical and Political Memoir on Louisiana, by M. do Yergeonev,

minister of Louis XVI, published in 1802.
•.>—....
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dians, but only 160 inhabitants came forward as fighting volun-

teers,—80 inert were our people when called on to combat alien

republicanism in revolution. Still, the inhabitants were not allow-

ed to escape the enforced labours, though unwilling to encounter

the perils, of war : 1,200 of them were impressed to work on mili-

tary roads, to row barges, &c. ; to turn out, in autumn, and under

penalties for refusal, to extricate vessels and boats from the ice,

conduct them up the flood, to places 300 miles beyond— all with-

out any remuneration whatever. Only the British-born colonists

were exempted from this burden.* Burgoyne began his march

early in July. On the 6th of that month, Ticonderoga and Mount

Independence fell into his power ; along with 128 cannon, several

armed vessels, a quantity of baggage, ammunition, and provisions.

This easy conquest inflamed his imagination. His confidence in

his own capacity, and reliance on the bravery of his troops, now

knew no bounds. After giving orders for a portion of his army

and his baggage to follow the route of Lake George, leaving that

lake on hb left with the rest of his force and 42 field-pieces

he pushed on towards South Bay (le Grand Marais) and Skeenes-

borough. By the way, general Fraser's corps routed the Ame-

ricans at Huberton. Next day the British van, under general

Phillips, reached Fort Anne, and beat the provincials in another

combat, which obliged them to evacuate the place, they setting

fire to the fort before they left. On the way to Fort Edward,

whither they retreated, they also cut up the roads and destroyed

the bridges. General Putnam now arrived at Fort Edward,

with a large body of fresh troops. Hither (Jen. Burgoyne had

ordered his separated detachments to rendezvous, but his col-

lective force did not reach till a month afterwards, owing to the

obstructions, above-mentioned, put in his way by the Americans.

Finally, he reached Fort Edward on the 28th of July.

While Burgoyne thus operated in the upper valley of the Hud-

son, colonel St. Leger was to make a diversion, in another direc-

tion, at the head of 800 regulars and militiamen, with a band of

* Another unaccredited incrimination of the British authorities ; a

bit of inculpating requiring corroboration before being receivable as evi-

dence.

—
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savagea for auxiliaries. He was ordered to ascend the St. Law-
rence and lak, Ontario to Oswego, to capture Fort Stanwix, built

in 1758, on the site of the present petty place called Rome, in

Oneida county ; then to descend the Mohawk river, and rejoin

Burgoyne at Albany. Accordingly, Aug. 3, he arrived before

Fort Stanwix, which he at once invested.* The siege became

tedious, though (August 6) he repulsed an insurgent corps 800

strong, under general Herkimer, who came to relieve the place.

St. Leger was here abandoned by the savages ; and such a panic

ensued among his troops, that they fled in the utmost preci-

pitation ; insomuch that captain Leroult, in charging an outpost

garrisoned by the Canadian royalists, had scarcely time allowed

him to draw off his men and flee with the rest.

News of this sudden retreat spread slowly. General Schuyler,

not being in force sufficient to confront Burgoyne, and fearing the

descent of St. Leger's corps on his rear, burnt the American flotilla

on Lake George, and quitted the fort dominating the lake-head.

He then retreated, first to Stillwater on the right bank of the

Hudson, and next into Van Schaick's Isle, at the mouth of the

Mohawk, where he entrenched his army. Burgoyne wishing to

pursue his enemies, while their ranks were in disorder, and the

men disheartened, sent colonel Baume, with 500 men, charging

him to penetrate the interior, ravage the country, revive the cou-

rage of the royalist party by his presence, arrest Congress functi-

onaries, and levy contributions on the towns. This officer reached

Bennington, where the Americans had their chief magazines ; but

on the 16th his corps was surrpunded by general Stark with a force

superior in numbers. After a fight of two hours, early in which

his savages left, Baume was killed, and all his men slaughtered

or dispersed. Colonel Breynan, sent to his aid with a strong

corps, had scarcely rallied a few of the fugitives, when he was

attacked in turn by the Americans, now also reinforced. His

ammunition failing, Breynan was fain to retreat, leaving his artil-

lery behind. These two combats, in which the British lost 700 men

taken prisoner, were but preludes to greater disasters immediately

* Despatch from St. Leger to Burgoyne.—An original aad corrected

Account of Burgoyne's Campaign, hj Charles NeiUon. . ; -v-4-ixi4;ir;

.
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noourring to Burgnytw^'n nrmy. Kv«n ftlr«a<!y, i>(w»od nn h«

wan on tlto rivor Uatttinkill, the Atncrioann hnd out into hin prttpcf

lino of oporation. This boing tho oano, tho insurgcnte wore loft

froo i^) Burprim) all the Dritiah pouts on lako Q«orgo down to ltd

iwue at Tioonderoga, Thoy also captured an arniod brig, noino

gunboats, and more titan 200 bateaux. Concurrently, gi'neral

Oat«ii, upon whom now devolved tho chief command on thin fVon-

tier, advancoil again to Stillwater, occupied Uracmar hctght«, and

there iiirtified hiiunolf. Hither reoort^i. ^lilittameii front all pnrta,

to his great inoream of numbers. A yet Jtorc important arrival

(perhajw) in Qateei'scamp wm that of the Polieh patriot, Konoiunko,

who had repaired to tho Sttttes to Mrvo, as a volunteer, the cause

of liberty.*

During this time Burgoyne kept always advancing. Having

crossed tho Hudson, ho was proceeditig slowly towards Albany,

when ho was stop)»cd by the intronohntents of Gates on Uraentar

heights. A %ht ensued at Freeman's Farm, September 19,

which ended finally in favour of the Britislt \ tho loss being pretty

equal (300 to 400) on each side. Tho victory was indcoisive

;

it did not hearten Bui^yne to assail the enemy's intrenched camp

which he before hesitated to confront. To stand still with a body

of regulars before i>n intrcnchod militia corps, wits a fault in itself;

for delays would enable the latter to receive reinforcements and

strongthen their defensive works ; abovo all, their opponents' hesi-

tation gave tltem confidence in themselves. Bui^>yne remained

in his position boforc the intrcnohmcntii till the 7tlt of October
;

when a scarcity of provisions in his oamp obliged him to leave it

and try his fortune in fight. The victory was obstinately contend-

ed for \ but at lengtli the British worci thrust back to their linoi,

* tt would bo well had the author been able to inform ua what kind

of " liberty," the Polish hero cherished in his heart. The freedom h«

fought for at home was the right not divine of himself and fellow aristo-

crats to tyrannise over the people and middle clavses of Poland ; at the

same time said fetidalry refusing to pay any taxes whatever, even local

imposts, such as keeping up roads and bridges, or ferriage or ponta-

ges, maintained at private cost. Yet hero we And him coming in aid of

a people who were in arms to resist the merest feather-weight of taxa-

tion comparvUre even unto death. Such U human, and more especially

" heroic " iacousistency I—fi,
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nno portion of which was onrrl«Ml hy tho Infropid Arnold. Night

nlono put nn end to the ootnhHt, nnd phvimI th(^ n>niiiin« of tho do-

font4»d nrniy, which hud nircudy Inoiirrcd u lorin of 700 mvu. Iliid

day light wrvod, Hurgoyno would huvo l»(»ou orushod under Hupcrior

nunihorR. lutolligoiuM* of St, TiOgor'H rotrcnt, nrrivod i\t. Iho hon|«

of this ropuino, twui cxtlnguiphod tho liint npurk of hope in tho

hnurt of the HritiMh iiruiy. It wam tinu^ for llurgoyno to (Ion

;

tlioro wan not n uiotnont to lom^ : already his army was in a porilous

position, f(tr lake (Jcorgo, then in his rear, wan tiiulor tho cnoniy'fi

njastory. In the ovoning of tho noxt day, leaving his siok nnd

wounded at the nierey of tho provincials, and letting his tcntfl

stand, with watch (ires hurning, tho hettcr to mask his retreat, ho

caused his forces to rotrogrnde in ohscurity and Hileneo. It was

A humiliation thus to rotront, in n g(>n(>ral who vaimtcd, while

crossing the Ihidson, that "Britons never turn their hacks!
"

Hotly pursued, his army was reached and surrounded f)n Saratogn

heights, Octoher !(?, when his wlutle forces, still 5,800 strong, sur-

rendered, and were sent captiv(? to Hoston. There thoy renminod

prisoners a long time ; f(U' the Americans would not allow them to

bo embarked for Hritain till the t«rms of surrender fihould ho ra-

tilled by the British government, nnd the ministry delnyed to sanc-

tion a capitulation which it regarded oven loss dishonouring to tho

mother country, thnn inexpedient to bo recognized, ns by so doing

it would bo putting nn ifistirrectionul on tho snmo footing on a

regularly constituted government.

The conduct of Burgoyne, which wan charnct*!rizcd ns nt onoo

rush and cowardly, bcoiimo n subject for investigation before par-

liament in 1779 ; but the influence of bis political friends in tho

legislature was so potent, that the ministry noon gnvo up tho

incjuiry. Tho general was inclined to throw tho blame of hiH

failure upon the Canadians ; but there wcro in bin nrmy 8,000

Britons nnd only 148 oombatnnts of our nntion, most of whom,

too, wcro killed or captured in tho nffair of Bennington. Bur-

goyno also complained, in no measured terms, of tho conduct of

M. do St. Luo, who commanded tho snvtigoH. That officer, how-

ever, oaoily repellod tho animttdversions of a man who was a bettor

talker than leader.

As we havo already seen, it wa» tho unmintakeablo wisb of tho

Vol. III.—

1 •
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Cunndians to remain nmitrul during tho contoHt between the

United StateH iind the mother country. In vnin did the Con-

grcsH once afi;uin pri'HH them to takepiirt in the Btrujigle ; hoothws-

ly Washington reinforced thone solieitutionH hy \\\h powers of |)er-

HUaHion : theCanndinns renuiined insenHihle to thene and all other

iippenlH of a like kind. Count d'KHtaing, chief admiral of the

French fl(H?t cruising on the American seaboard in 177H,h»d no more

Buccess than other apju'llants, while recalling to Canadian remem-.

branco the natural ties which bound them to the rnet) they sprang

from.

ITis words, wafted from the Ocean, founil no responsive echo in

Canadian cottagt>s, wherein no fond remembrances of the past, the

excitement at the first intelligence of the American revolution

having fairly subsided, had any stirring effect. In truth, the

call thus oddressed to their inmates only served to confirm

them in a determination to let the British and the Anglo-Ame-

ricans settle their differences how they pleased ; for tlie inha-

bitants still looked upon the latter as their oldest and worst

enemies. The reproachful saying of Lafayette, spoken to the

Canadian officers kept prisoners at Boston, was thoreforo rightly

applicable :,.ily to those of our country who took up arms in the

royalist cause :
" What ! you elect to fight, in order to maintain

your subordination as colonist?, instead of accepting and vindi-

cating the independence which has been offered you ? llemain

,

then, ever the slaves ye now are I"

.* V
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TllK LKOISLATIVE COUNCIIi.

1777-1702.

• . 1 ii

LogiHlativc Council : llio war catiftea its sittings to bu adjuiirnod till

liiu year 1777.—Cuni|ioi)iliuii of tliid body ; lU labours urid unaiiimily.

— It ((iMcorriB ilsolf \vitli tlic iiilininiMtriition of Jiisli(M>, rcgiiliitioii

of tlic iiiililiii, Ac.

—

l'()|tiiliir discoiiliMitH.— (Jcncral naldimund re-

places Oovcrnor Cnrlpton,—Policy of the new Qovornor.—Made n\\-

proliensivo by the siicceHHes of the Americans, ho p^overns Canada by

intimidation and terror till the year 1784.—Corruption of the tribu-

nals and nullity of the council.—Franco openly recognizes the

United States (1778), and sends succours to the Americans.—Delmtes

on this Hubjf'cl in the Hrilish parliarnont.—Spain and Holland fidlow

the lead of France.—Destruction of the Iroipiois cantons.

—

('ai)ilula-

tion of till) Ilritish army at Yorl<-town.—Britain recognizes the inde-

pondunco of the United States.—Loss of territory for Canada.

—

General ilaldimand remits tlio reins of government to Carleton

(1784).—Uu Calvet cites the former before the British supremo

courts.—Notices of Du Calvel's book, Jlppel d la Justice de I'Etat,—
Agitation in Canada; puldic meetings.—Petitions fur and against

representative institutions.— Inquests made at the governor's instance,

regarding tlic administration of justice, the militia, agriculture, com-

merce, education, kc.—Attempt of Judge Smith to substitute British

for French jurisprudence.—New territorial divisiona of Canada.—
Petitions transmitted to lirilain.—Interposition of London merchants

iu favour of tlio Anglo-Canadian party.—Intrigues.—Division of the

Canadians into constitutionalists and anti-constitutionalists.—Project

for a constitution, sent by Mr. Grcnvillo to Carleton, by this time cre-

ated Lord Dorchester, who repairs to London in 17D1.— Pitt intro-

duces said project to jiarliament.—Debates thereupon, in which Messrs.

Pitt, Burke, Fox, and Grenvillc take part.—The project is adopted,

without a division, in both houses.—Articles of the new constitution
;

by which Canada is divided into two provinces.—Lieut.-governor

Clark proclaimes tho constitution in the Canadas ; ceremonial ob-

servances, and rejoicings on its account, in Quebec and Montreal.

If Carleton had some cause for offence at the eagerness of Gen-

eral Burgoyne, he was signally avenged by the failure of the

campaign which he was superseded in the honour of directing.

« •
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Thereby deprived of the military employment he f^oatly coveted,

he sot about improving the civil adminiHtration of Canada, which

needed numerous amoliorationa. The war had prevented the

legislative body, throughout the year 177G, from exorcising its

allotted functions; it was rcoonvoked, for the dospatch of business

in 1777.

The session was laborious, but calm, as was to bo expected

from the proceedings of a body whoso members wore all nominees

of the crown, and nearly all its most docile creatures. In pres-

ence of the civil war raging in the other colonies, the legislative

oouncil took good care to manifest no opposition to the will of the

homo government, and almost every measure submitted to it

passed with edifying unanimity. In fact, this body was rather a

council of state than a legislative chamber. It sat, too, with

closed doors.* In 1784, several citizens knocked in vain at its

portals to be admitted to hear its discussions ; after a deliberation

and voting on the subject, their request was refused. Both lan-

guages were employed in the debatings, and the laws agreed to

were drawn up in French and English
; but of the 23 members

composing the council in the year 1777, eight only were Cana-

dians. The others were functionaries, who laboured with prodi-

gious activity to obtain a multiplicity of employments for them-

selves, and to monopolize large parcels of public lands ;f or else

traders not born in Canada, who had only a commercial and tem-

porary interest in the country. Each received a salary from the

government. Seigneurs in place claimed, as men of noble rank,

all sorta of aristocratic privileges, including exemption from sta-

tute labour (^corvies), and billctting of troops in their dwellings.

• The councillor's oath contained these words : " (I swear) to keep

close and secret all such matters as shall be treated, debated, and re-

solved in council, without disclosing or publishing the same or any

part thereof." Some members, Mr. Pinlay, for instance, pretended, in

1784, that this oath bound the members as executive councillors, jet

not as legislative councillors *. but this pretension was not allowed.

f The minutes (j}rocig-verbaux) of council are filled with demands

for grants of lands, or riverain ground-plots in the towns. One irdivi-

dual asked for the palace of the Intendancy to be assigned to him.

Ever since the estates of the Jesuits had been promised to Lord Amhersti

there was no end of applications for land grants.

ki.,^^
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Thoy were always in opponition to the people'* intcroHts, when

these interfered in any way with their own iminuniticH. Brouj^ht

up, 80 to bpeuk, in cumps, they undcrHt(X)J govornin<; only on mi-

litary prineiplos, and vindicated piwHionatcly, without further

questioning, the behestt) of {>ower in all cases whore their own in>

titutions or nationality were not coinpromiHcd ; their maxim

being, " If the king wills it so, the law must not say No 1"

Although abandoned by most part of their tenants (ccmitairet)

during the American invasion, they never ceased to manifest their

own fidelity to British supremacy. The trading placemen, anta-

gonistic, to a man, to the Canadians for reasons already explained,

sprang from the most part from the emigrant ranks of which Gen-

eral Murray drew so unfavourable a portrait in hiscorreapoiideneo.

Their training, without being so distinguished as that of the sei-

gneurs, was not devoid of that experience and practice in public

business which enables a people to turn to account froi) govern-

mental institutions. Proud of their aptness at exercising func-

tions {jit'tit vertiis de savoir-faire), they put on airs of importance

and pride, which the seigneurs would make a mock of afterwards.

in the privacy of their manors. The latter, in sederunt side by

side with such colleagues, used to laugh in their sleeves on seeing

vulgar democrats from Old England transformed, in a twinkling,

into disdainful aristocrats in Canada, and assuming a mien not

in keeping cither with their natural parts or education. They

already beheld, also, certain of these men, possessed by ambitious

aspirations, first hotly defend the interests of the people, and be-

came as inimical to the popular well-being, as soon as their own

turn was served by sinister means ; they saw others accuse the

Canalians of rebellion against the government, while they were,

underhand, themselves assuring the friends of the American cause

that their own desire was to see it triumph. Such were those

persons who left Quebec at the approach of the republicans, in

1775.

These two classes of individuals, confronted each with the

other through British polity, would have out out troublesome

work for the home authorities, had either of them set itself to

combat that polity : but the choice [of functionaries ?] had been

*
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n>»il(> iu snob u wiiy. Ilii'* ti Kind oT rnDuvod hniMinuiy provinlnil.*

Tho HvnipulhioN nl' flit Hoiivncnrfl hoin^i; nil in liivniir nl' llic mynl

tu>(l\inily. (Ito UriliMli pm-fy fnund ifwlTin li)od(<t>idi>d tMniijm-Hy

in oiMuioll h> Imvo nny iVMBonidtlo tnollvos Inr otnnnlnliiin.r ol'llioli*

stitM'o tiT lo(rlHlnHvo powov. Aw f)iv tin' pmc tun! cxclnpivt* intor

o^fin III' (ho pi'iiplo, llioy woi'o tnil roprowMiliMJ nl nl) , innl. in I7Y7,

{\\o wM".inM»r<». p(»M«iilily mif ol' piipii' til l1\o Ciiniidinns liu' rolnnln^r,

nt Ihi'ir inwltinoo, In fuKo np nrniM nfiniiiHt tlic rt'pnltlionn invinloii«,

- lunl <ln» Hrilisli oinnn'illovM, iViun nnlimuil nntipullty. idl in onii-

jtinotiiin psissod luwn Itourln^f im inipropH nl' wioh lynniny m wnw

willmnl oxrunpio in nny I'nnnt'r linn>. '

Tl\o oinnpusilion id' (ln> nnynrily in llto lofi,'lRlt)llvo Imdy liootnuo

tlnM'oI'm'o n picdoo I'm' Iho idti'dionoo t»nd f«nlnniHF<iitn nl' till. 8l>t-

tron oiilinuu'os woiv pMsucd in tlio llrwl HOfiMion, Tin' niuMt inipnr-

Innt lijtd rdi'roni'o (o tho niililiii. tnnl (In' tidniini^lrnfion i>rjn»lloo.

Knuliwli cnnnnoivitd jnriMpi'ndi'ni'o wi>« inlnplod lln' (^nu»di«, ill

«^>nri»rniily with nunisfci'ltd nrdor. ' '

Tho I'onncil conllnncd (ho lopd j\n'if«dio(ionf< idrondy oxInIImu:,

with n I'ow ohtuifr*''' i» thoir tiflrilnitiiniM, und Iho inldition ol' «

onnvt ol' prohtito. Tor (ho v<'rilio!\(iun ul' willN itnd roivnlnlinii; «no-

oospinns. Tho oonin'il iiIho onnfi(i(n(od i(Hoir t« omirl ol' tippotd,

wi'h iin tiOor powor nl' tippoid I'nnn IIm dooiMJonN In (ho kinfi;'M|)i'ivy

onmioil in lti«( ii'mnrt. HoMidoi* thoNo trihnnidp. tho f^nvoi'nni' vtm

onipnwotvd to vrnvrt»«( tho nponinsj; nl '^upooiid) oinirtu td' nyor luni

torn>inor whon oxpodiont ; und pnwor \vn« irivon In tho jitfttioon td'

potioo (It* t^fisfr<ftn) in ijntwtor woHNinnw, In tnko (»nfrniM(inoo nl' potty

oriino*.

The nulititt i>rdiniinoos ont»(!iinod novoi'id (yrunniosd nr(iolo«,

iUjtn'nst whioh (ho pon|do woio not hIdw in onniplidninu^. Owv

onnnnorni'M htid (ho inntt I'llxo idonn roi^nrdinjt; tho mnornlnn; wyn-

torn [h ti'ip'mr) whioh H\d»MiH(od whilo tho «>nlnny wiw Kivnoh.

* Not ln^inu; oprddu (Imt wo liivvo oniijrlit (ho nndior'n ii\oin\li\rt In th^

nh.'vo n«>i«i\nro, whioh Wrti« I'uroly IhIoUIkIIiIo whoii KnitUnliod lllornlly,

l»l'» (o\( ifl milijolno'l ;— "('on iloiix olir<«oi* iriinnniioft, ini^on on ihOkoiioo

jiMi' rAnnlo(orrp, itovidont Inl foundr ilon «Mi<niou(i< (orllloK ilo ill«oonlo,

Hi rnito ilVlloH N'uvimiil do viiiilitir onitihatl,i-o ni\ |)iililii|iio
j nutli* to

olii'iv i\vi\t( iM<^ fidl do innnlOro A |n'<^voiili' roiiijilnl ilo ooili< itviiniiiroo,"

— «.
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Thoy inm^iiiotl tluvt it wiim nii \iii)iriillnil or oii|)i'i(Mi)iiH tlt'KpntiFini.

Tlioy know not tlitti it wim ItniiuiiMi on \viiM«<ii Ittwn, luitl niilijiH^t

In rnhm oinimMM-iiliMl hy lun^ »m\ wliixli lln> govonmr tiiul iiiiciv

(Imilworo oltllmxl to I'tlluw utriolly ; tln»y worn i^nnrnnt oC tlio

(Hot that l''i-on(«li ninniin>lii,<3ni witn ninrn Innlitinniil iliiiu tilmnlut^i

in iirt nulMfo, 'I'ho nt*<nil)oi>4 oC tho logiMliilivo (Miuntnl, IlK'niloro,

thiMiitriit tlM>y \yort> I'lillowin^r iho iixitin|ilo of piiMl linniN in ontiil*

liNliing I'ur II iMininmn inlo nliligutinnn wliioli w«>r<i nov<ir ini|Km*Ml

on tliK niilitiinnon oxiioplin^ nn<lor oxlriinniinnry oiiiMiniKUininiH,

whon llio pnltlin wi^)lioH tnitnin tlio iliMniinilfi ol' tlio ^ovornniont,

in tiil<in)t unlor tor tho mnnirity of tlio oolony ll^ltinHt ilH onoiniox.

Tl 10 oonnoil oroolotl II niililiiry doftpotiHin, by roprodiioing oKoo}>-

tioniil oniiotnioniM miitoti lonipoftirily I41 linu'H wliioli no lont<or

oxihIoiI. 'rii<< nillitiii tntltniiniM* Hiittjo(>UMl nil llio inliiiliilnnlN lo

tho niont ri^:oroiira niiiitiiry Hxrvioo, hiioIi iih to lioiir iinn** boyoixl

(liiniuttt l\ir nil indollnito liiini, Uiilo vioiirioimly iif^rioiillnriil liiltoiir

Uir iiliNoniooH Horviiifr in tlio iiriny, tSto. ; nil to ho ^rlllnilollMly por

lornioil, iinilor lioiivy pouiillioH lur it'l'iiNiil or nogloi^t.

Suoli II niilitiii Itiw, with now iiiodoH oi' jndioiiiry or|riitii»Mtion,

ftlul Holootiiijii; llio jndfroB, muriirod ill lor tlio i'nturo. Othor

ordinnnooH piiHKiod roliilivo lo llio nirronoy. Inido, hi^hwiiyi*, polioo,

luid pimling,

Tho piirly op]ioNod to tho oonitlitiition of I 77't mton look nil

viintngo of tho I'anlli* iind i^noninoo «d' tho jnd^roi*, to iiNHiiil tho

now FtyHtoni, Tho IrihnmilH, <loNlilnlo of ikhmII'iiI onli^rhhuttniMit,

und ruling in oinilonnily with tho nynipiithioH or projndiooN oC

thoNO who pr(<Nidod in Ihoin, woro ^nidod noilhor hy ooimiHlont

liiWH, nor I'oIIowimI oiu< lorin of prooodnro; m» that diiily irro^^u

liirilioH iind tho inoMt int|iii<>tin^ muMirtiiinly n«Nnltod, Tor thoso

who woro ohiigod (o go lo liiw. Hoiih^ ('iini>diiin inorohiinirt, IxiitiK

in ijondon, proHontod u :noiiiotiid lo Lord Uooigti (lorniiiino,

ooloniiil HO(M-(<liiry, iMnnplninii^^ <d' IhiH ovil, mid doniiindin^

iMlhor rovooiitioii ol' tlio hiw of 1771, or tho orotition ol' mi oloi^tivo

ii>«Honilily. Tho roply wiim, Ihiil lo i-hiin^M' tho ooiif^litnlion would

l>.<l M woro Hl'M III iirniH on tlv oolonttilho porilouH, HO long iih tho ii

h-ontiiM'.

Cononrrontly, orloH iiroso, on nil Kido«, ii'iiinNt tho inililin law.

Tho oounlry poopio woro proHMoil to tho Aiirth hy tho huidoiiN

Ii
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(corv^es) laid on thorn. Tho council had ncrforcc to listen to the

complaints against its own tyrannical ordinance. The British

party took the initiative, in 1778,* just as (Jencral llaldiniand,

n comrade of Burgoyno's in tho last campaign, replaced Carleton

as governor.

Before his departui-c, Carleton had Botno rather serious disputes

with chief-justioo Livius, whom he deprived of his charge for

having denmnded the production of certain instructions received

iVom the mii\istry. These instructions authorized the governor

to name a privy council of five members, draughted from tho

legislative council, to conduct all public affairs, except legislation.

In 1776, Carleton constituted a privy council accordingly; it was

composed of the lieutenant-governor, Messrs. Finlay, Dunn,

Collins, and Mabane, all being tho governor's own creatures, and

ofcour.«c pliant d* his will. lie wished to avoid consultations

with the council itself, into which the nnglifiers had imported

dissensions. Judgx) Livius, over bent upon amjUfying^ declared

that the law of 1774 only established a legislative council ; that

the privy o<iuncil had illegally taken upon itself the despatch of

public business and the auditing of accounts : finally, he proposed to

nuMuorializu the governor and admonish him to oorrcot theso

abuses. •

Livius repaired to London, to justify what ho had done. The

Board of Trade and Plantations, on reference made, reported

that he had been deprived i>f his charge without projxjr cause, and

reo<m»mended his restoration ; but lie did not return to Canada,

and Mabane was nominated ad interim to fill his place, with the

title of acting commissioner for tho chief-justice.

General Haldimand, a Swiss by birth, had long served in the

British armies. He was a veteran soldier, severe in nature,

imperious in manner, suited to load battalions, but not for

exercising civil T' notions even under a despotism. Set to rulo

a colony begirt with other colonies in a revolutionary state, ho

thought he should best discharjvc tho trust reposed in him by

exercising inflexible rigour. The difference between his sway

and that of Carleton was soon felt to his discredit ; tho latter, on

• Mia«tc3 of the Kxecutivo Cauacil.
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on

tho contrary, carrying away witli him whatever sinooro oBtocm the

Canadians had for tho government set over them.

Tho Hovoritios of Ilaldimand were aggravated, moreover, by tho

Buocofsful progrosfl of tho United StatoH men in their sanguinary

war against the British. Tliere were ever residents in Canada

who desired tho diHComfiture of the latter; and Ilaldimand was

resolved that American partisanship should never come to a head

in the colony. Enforced military service and attendant statute

labour (/e« corveea) became a real scourge for the rural population.

Cries arose against tho double oppression. Haldimand, attribut-

ing such complaints to a spirit of revolt, incited by emissaries of

the Congress, tried to put them down with harshness. Upon a

mere suspicion of persons under his rule being seditiously minded,

he caused hundreds of such to bo arrested, often casting into

prison tho culpable and tho innocent alike. Tho legislative council

remained imperturbable spectators of this violent temporary pro-

ceeding. In 1779, it sat for a few days only, and then merely

to renew ordinances about to expire. Next year, it sat for a

longer time. A prevailing dearth originated a proposal for stor-

ing public granaries. The ((uestion of a constitutional government

for tho colony was again raised by AUsopp, one of tho opposition

loaders. Ho proposed that the governor should bo asked for a

copy of instructions regarding the organization of the colony

;

but the council passed to the order of the day. Then tho dis-

cussion turned upon the existing administration of justice. An
address was drawn up, deprecating the views of the constitutional

party, and favouring the maintenance of the ordinances of 1770.

This was voted to bo transmitted to head-quarters, despite tho

opposition of Allsopp, who ever demanded that a court of appeal

should bo established, governing its decisions by tho rules of

English law. (.,... , . •

A rumour getting current that anew invasion was intended by the

Amorioans, tho governor ordered all the oultivators to thrash their

grain, and put it out of harm's way. He convoked his two coun-

cils ; the privy council, to communicate secretly what intelligence

he had gained regarding tho expected invasion ; and, next day,

ho met the legislative councillors, to whom ho said, ** Yesterday

I called you together us councillors of the crown ; I now address

« . » »!
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yoH m logislntorR. Tho ndvioos Mmvopomnnniit'niod to you iVoin

rcliaMo mnn*oo«, h^sfifv timt wo IIvp in Mhic orinnovnHons. 'Plui

eKiPting f«t!ih» of tliinijs iiupoln nil lovitl Hultjrots <o Rlrivc lor Uiu

intiintonnnoo iutnot of tlio i-ovnl luHliorilv. I liopo tliiil in y<»nr

privali' MS woll as in yiiiu" pnhlic (Vipnoilv, yon will (MU|tl(iy nil yoin*

intliicnco to UiWiut (l\<> pn'jootH which rcholsjunl Ihoii' iiironln inny

fin-nt to ilisturh jj^mutuI tnntipiillity ; iilwo, thiit yon will aid nio to

dlsoi»\Tr tho liittor. no thut thoy niuy ln> pnuiwhtMl."' -

This (li«oonrHo wns unitotl to itnposo silcnco tnt tho opposition
;

hwt Allfttipn'n l»ol»luo«q !«oi<nu»(l to iticronsc i(B the gi»voniin«>nt

gruw nioiv stt'rn. Ho aiinin i)<Mniinilo<) (ho introtjnoliint of K\\^-

li«h Irtws ; hut hia motion \v»» not hocoihIimI. twu] (ho ooiinoil wiis

iuljonrnod ntlor tivo sittinirs. It hsnl t<» moot, iiiinin. howovor, in

Auffnst onsnintj; whon. iJonpito the ilicoction of lliildimiinil, that

pnhlio hnsinosn should ho doMpjitohoil pnnnptly iind with umvni'

n»ity, Allsopp. inoro«8inir|y hostile to tho ndniinistnition, pi-oposod

amondnjonts to ovory monfiuro ititrodnood. Tho «)pposition hiui

disol^vo^vd. thnt nuoh ohstinoiivo t:iolios hoojuno rondy moiuiH loi*

nmking its viows known in Hritnin, liooinino its oountor-proposi-

tions ji'<>t inscrihod on tlio mintJtos of ootuuMi
(
firnirs-vvrliol)

tmnsmitfod to uiiniBtoi-s. \\» loiidors thorohy wished to disipiiofc

tho hittor {iufi'muii'r Ar mi<Ai"o/)o/< )^ and indiioo thorn to grant, to

opptvsitioniKts tho jMnvor thoy covotcid, whilo tho lunno m»vornnunit

was ouiharrasviod with tho war against tho Statos.

1 1' thoro was littlo patriotism in this ooiiduot. siipposing tho oppo-

pition won* truly in favour of (Iritish dominion, it was yot not

dostitut<» of rtwrtain skilfninoss; as tho party was porfootly awaro

that houu'sympathios iuolinod stnuigly towanls oolonists of ItritiHh

MihkI. and woro unfavourablo to thoso of an alion raoo. Tho

op|>ositionist8 ho|x'd that tlioir dosiro wotild he cordially rospond-

od to by that |>ortit>M of tho nation whioh hiamod its pnornmont

fi>r its attotnptod milit,iry ropn>ssion of tho insnriront Amorioans

;

and tliat thoir «*tunplaiutf< would oon\o in aid of (hoso wh(» wishod

IW a ohang^' in tlu> ministry, tho ootUinuod osistonoo of whioh in

tVt. a« ttjattors stood, hoinu: alroady unoortain. Tho oaloi;la(i»»n

thus onterod on vrns too wvll founded, only the rosuU thus dcsi-

doratod had to ho wniloti for. • •
. » •

-- >iation{« thomwIvoH fnv havo thoir poonliar soHishncssoa [^^ih
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Mmr)») ntitl projutlircs, wlilnli rnlBP tip Birniifj nlisJni'lofl fo llioir njr

fjrmnlizctiipni by ct)tii(ii('fttF<. l(ilti>Hy f»»HMiii«, in I'licl, (n Ito lutfl

tiloiii tiiifiirn to Ktinli nfr(i;'"«n<f(i(i»mH (li'liotrm^rononnfi rncrp up iin-'

nfli'ii n>ii!ul uniti'«l iiihIit (Iki swfiy nl" tlonpntio itumnre'liK. Tlio

B(tV(>ii>ijrii (iC n tinillilnilc !•(' riicon hiu'Ii nt* llio oiiipornr of HiiMMin,

IP loHs iit<<liii)<(l, tlinii II luiUoii of i>i)tiipii<i-iti|j^ IV<<oiiioti, In t'fViM'o llio

nii(iiMii<litioM FiutMiiittoil tc» llu>if rcRpiMitlvo wills. I'mvidoil Mint

ennlt nntitm ho mivnriip n<'kiinwl«>il^oFi his puproiiinoy. ini iiiitnnrnt

will Im' tliwpMfit'tl fo Iciivo it in nndiHtnrltocl rnJMyniont «»f Up own

Iniifjjtut^rf. InwN, iitiil onutnniH. Ho idotitilion liinim>ll' witli (lie popii-

lnliitiiP nl' nil liifl tlnppniloiioioFi, i«n(i (if'ton do*-' .,'3 n oortnin I'oroo

tVnni llio M'ly (iivt>rpi<y ilwoll' iiuton^ p.iltjpotod nntiniifi. On tlio

ountriiry, fnyf MntUoBipiion, " tlioro •« iliin inorinvoni(<no«< nlfotHl-

\\\\f <li(' forritdritil onntpiosts nimlo jty tlotnnornoioH, thiit tlio ijonii-

niitionoi' tlio liitlor i« ovor .»<liuiif! io tho prnpio thoy Hul»jn^fnto.

Tlit'ir nwn ^nvornr.ioni iirty h(^ i*oputo«{ rrpnHionn in spirit.,

tlmuiffli (1 Io(riil lift ion ; bnt it. \n, in t'not., luoro ooniprcsnivo (»/»/•)

tliiin ll\o ninniiroliio, iin tlu> oxpoiioiiro of nil tiniof* find ovory oonn-

IrypnlTioicnMy provop. NntiooH wliicli tliovoonipioriiro inovil plight;

thoy onjoy neither tho lulvantiigos ol' a nionaiohy, nor thoHo of a

ropnhjio." *

Ilow oxiH'tly jnnt. thiw opinion will iipppn. . if lof-tod hy n roftv

ronw to tho ponition rX tho Kronoh-(^nniidinni«iit tho pn'font dny I

Allhon;.fh (Jrcdt llrifiiin inn nonntifntirtnid onipiro, tho doiiioointir

intlnono(>ft in ilf» niixod ^ovortiniont (ir(»not(tponitivo in il» mlonicM

ns lit thi^ oonlnil Roiit. of powor. Wo nIiiiII hop, in tho Kr«(nrl, thiit.

whon it wiiB (iintJ is) found oonvoniont to Hwnnip ('«nndiiin iiil<(-

I'PHts in thoHo of ii Mritinh niiijority, men tho most hosfilp to do-

tnocrnoy riUHO thoir voio.'n in fhvour of rnnndinnR ; whilnt Iho

"lihornln," i. r. domwrntu, «hidl doninnd ii union of tho two ('n-

nadnH, in ordor to PonHunMniitonioro rondiiy ^t\^\\i iujnwtio-'.) All-

popp. nnd tho opposition inoinbprB in hiM wnko, gnvo thmiHolvpn

ont. for nipn of tho nnrnt. ndvnnood (lihornl) prinoiplop ; while

Lord Piirhmn, who roooniniondod tho union of tho IwoprovlnoeH,

piifiHod for w ohiof of tho Hrilish nidioidH.J

• f)i' I'F.npiif ihif Iahx, liviT X, rli. yII.

f Two noininiitlvcH iiro wrtiitod to iimko the phrnso, tmriHtntpfl «9

ahi>vp, qiiito intrliiKiblo ; tbn nuthor, in bis text, toipplips only tmc.— W.

J A imUiii of tlu' two (viiiiiuhiH, iipiirl from a iniioii of**// llu> jiroviuoca

• * *l

^!

n
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Tho drtivulinnfl itiil nnf, miscfltooin Mu»t liUnrty in vimlinutpO

whii'li tlioiv noijililtourn w«'ii> up in niiUB. Tlii« All^l^» Ainoiimn

rovitW itiiulo I) tmttinnul RonPiition unions; <1u>iii
; liui mow tlinit*

fintlniHii»,>»iii it) itfl i'liVDur wiib iiII(>u»|h>vimI Ity ii'iiphii, iiml onltMilii-

(ion iDKilo <)ii>iii roniiiin (t't\i)i|uil. A lilti>riiliNtn wliioh (I'tniH in miiimiI

nnHitniility i» woibo
(
^)/»/« ^lM^')^l^tn» JliPMnvorcifiiily wliit'li iillnwH

it to nubniHr 'I'lio H>ml\n'l ol' ihc ('iMiiuliiins, iiinlor Jli>' cinMim

Mhiiooh, wiir \)\\\hy only Htun I'tic, (hiit thoy put tiHi luin^lt trunb

in the pii»ini''('fl of tl\o IliidHh inHhorilios,

TluM*^ in no nolid touniiiilion lor n pivoctnnoni Ruliinipnive to

tho popninr will. Tin* I'lntmliiniH now I't'cl tluH (•ulli, luul (liny

will !»(' niinlo Ww nion> sonnililoor iLin ooininii tinirR, Hut popu

liUiooM oC liniiloil n\nnl)<M'. not lioin^ iniiHtciM of tltoir own tlostl-

nios, uro ohliffrd to bt'oonM> pruilontiiil inni prooautionury ; Inuioo

wo Munio not thn (^iv)iulit«np oi' otiior dnyfi I'or notpiiomnng in

Hritisli pupronnioy (luring tl»(» Anu'riomt revolution.

Atnitl tl\o i)l)i)v«vnotv«l piu'tipun tiimMiHNiouf), llttMitniiml nituto

liintm'll' pcrNotially odiouo to nil tlii> inliiihitiintH of (ho oolony. A
loinlon tloHpolisni, Hguinut wliioli tlio ov«>ntfl puPHinp; in tlio otitor

provinoo8 provontotl tl\o pcoplo iVoni pro(;>»ting, woigliotl upon tho

urbnn arol \\\\t\\ pop\»lntion8 ol' (1nnmlii. Tlio junornnu'ut onvolopod

it*oll' in ntyf»tory ; n ihiok voil oovorod till itn aolions, innl iniulo it

n»*loul>t!>l>lo to tlioso wlio lookod moroly to oHooIh, without boing

«l>lo to (livino tlio motivoH of uion in powor.

ThoHO<'rot<» of privnto OiutVHponilonoo woro unlnwHilly violntoJ.

V[MH\ fjovorivl ooonHiono <Ud (ho ollioor voctod with (ho Cunotiong

of p(W«tm«Ktor-g\'noriil (ind tho Kuropo)U\ nuiil-hims lying opon lit

tho pnornv>r'.'<, luul (ho oontoi\t« poattorod on tho (loor.^- II al-

diniKnd> distrustfiilnoHH ot' lottor wri(or« whh onooiini^od hy tho

poigniiuial motnhors of (ho oounoil, who lonrod, IC Amorioiui pro-

pa^!)ndi8ni gttinod n hoiid, for thoir privilo|j:of« and ntiiionttlity;

Moroovor, itwa** only hy oontinuing (ho npprohonnioti? ol tho ohiof

lunotionariiv*. that thoy could awakon Hynipatlvy for thoniHolvos iu

thoir avorsion to oonipnunising innovation. Evory day sonio in-

dison30t citiecns woru imprisonod, to kocp all othorH iu a Htuto of

of Uritish North AmcrloR, wnn not pAAseil, nor probttbl/ Utouglil of bjf

bli lonistiip, till (bo olovoutU bour.—iS,
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fjMif fnt Mii'mwotvpn. Motiin jinfwitifl, on Mm nllinr lifiiifl, diianjipf^nH'fl

tnyBlorittiiffly, iukI linvin(r ImiMi ptu<Mrtily imkI <(iiintly Mircsh'tl, rnit

till jtuijr nnf>rwnr<h tliil •lirir rcliilivpfl or IVm'IkIr (iP'M'ititin wlint

wnrnt «lunn«>iiM iliny worn iuitrmnMl in, Tlin m(npi«'inn nl' |M•ln^

in t'liiiinimilofitiftn with " r»'l»t'l«," iind <liPMlio«li(Mit. <»» fli«' inililift

IttW, Wi^t'B tlin rliipr prrioxln lor ninny of Uin ftrrnwlH ; liy wliirh

oliicfly Mm (lunmliiinft minnnMl, wliollior it wnrn Mint, iln' MiitiHli

(Mio jfrc'nti'r nunilmr of wlioni worn rcnlly piirtipiinH ol" llii> (Itin-

groflf<) ilifli>;uiR»Ml tjioir nuiliMinfcnt. fVolin^fi lirti»'r ; or lliii* llio ^rny-

erinir, liinis«>ir lui iillon, rcdoiibtcd tlicir ^rrcntpr prrwiniil iiilliirm'n,

and knew iluit. Imnio ^ytnpiit.liinR wonld opprnlo in Uirir CiivfUir fo

hirt dipiM'ctlit, 'Pliis proootipid, tlirrororo, wuh Dilrmnoly olmry in

lilfl rj'|tr»'«f<ioM id' tlic ^ovcrrdn^ rnflOi

Hui'h nmptlff. tyriinny, nil llio ninro opprcRplvn np if. wmp nxof-

oimvl on n pcopio I'cw in nniidn'rp, lio^innifif^ wHli tlio ^nivfrnof,

cxIiMidt'd to IIk' jiidfjrcp in <li(Mliir<'r(«rir Jriliunnlp. Accnscd |iiirlio»

woro dcpiivt'd, not only of Ihcir liltorfy, Init. ondnnin^jfcd in fli«<ir

forluncp. Miiny woro rninoil ilironij;li dmlnd or dclnycd jopticc,

or )»y iniijidlonp pontonnop, piippod rncklrpply, in violation ol" nil tlio

pi-lnclplop of npilty and nvory propor Conn td' Inw. HnvcrnI rich

oilli'.nnp ol" QnidnT imd Montronl Wctv^ d^Ppoilcd (d' tlifir goods hy

tliip pypl(»ni of pci'PiMMition, wliicli liconrnn nior<i nnd niorc unpp(iiifi|j;

nn tlic royid Iohm'p in Antorind Inul to ipiiiil l»(doro tliopo rd' tlio

Oon^h'PP. Without form of proncpp, Mio poldiory nrroplcd citizcnp,

nonu* np ncoiipcd of lii)j;li tronpori, otlicrp piippf'ctod of minor nrimop,

otluM'P ngiiin for noliody kn<!w wlint ronpftii. TIio nrroptp Ih-^kh nt a

low point in tho popinl POido ntid apCdtidrd to tlio liif^liopt, Among
thopo |)oun(iod (ipon, nil niori> or Inpn diptingulpliod for tlioir birth,

popition, or pubptnnon, wo inny oinimornto McPHrw. .Trnitnrd, Uny,

Onrlgniiti, Pu Koit, mcrtdumtp; M. li» TorrltVc, dirootor of tlio

iron workp nt Mt. ^THuri('o, nnd M, t'cllion. Tlicpn woro ««itli(<r im-

prlponod on lioard vcPdnlx of war at Qinduv^ or oapt inio diingcionp,

without Ixung inlbrmod of tlio ohiirgtw (if ntiy) brought nguihfit

"
,

I

bPttor of It. li'liilny to Anlliony Todd, uccrctftry of tho (J. 1». (),,

London :
•• It litis nn rijuirnninoo iis if tho governor of Novtv Hcotin,

nnd our govprnor hero, worn yot imrmltted to take up nnd open tli«

inaila from Knglaud." Doc. 1, 1783.
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iltoiii. Oito Mlriiiifj;)')' will) wiiH iiiVHltiiiniiNly iin-t>MliMl, )M<i<ii|iitMl ti

<*i*ll III! (Ii(> lii^liKiot IliMM ol tli(< oitv iniixnii. 'I'lti' riiniuiir run lliut

li«> Witn lUiiMir tho .ytiiiilg l*'rt>iit'li iittitl(<i« (ifntlHit/hininttK) wlm oiitiio

V('\[\\ LiHiivi'Mo iiilii Auioi'ioit, mill nvIu* wimh mnMi, iii* wiih iiIIc^i'iI,

ill llitliMOIll |tll>lllili«<H 1)1' ('ikllllllll, Willi II r«IIM|ii«>illllM llilll Wllil'll llllH

iio\«>r tii'iMi (>>|)liiiiiiMl III lliin iliiy. Ilnwuvrr lliiil iiiiiv lii\ llio

iniMoii HiMiliiii'l liiiti iiiiiorM liillio III llio lii^li ikiIIimI Hliiiii|^,i>r, hIiihiIiI

li«< omul piililii' ivgiinlM llinni^li Ijio ^;riit«iil wiiiilnw. 'I'lii> iiiiMi^

ntiMi jitil mil tiiMii^ liimiil i<it|iii«>iiiiiM oimii^li I'm' lliii |iiir|)i)Mo, Ilio

Hoi'uIIoIh' i<i)iivi>ii( wiiN (i|iiiiii<il lot' llii> ri>«M>|iliii|i ol' iiinri> mfufurtt.

A luiiit iiiuiumI AihIiO wiim k«»|il llii««i> on IuimuI ninl wiili«r I'lH' IH

inonlliM. Iii« will' tn'Vi>i- kimwiiig. I'»i' wliili>, wlinl liml lii'miim ol'

llilll. Ill viiiii dill tlii> iiiipiiMoiioil iimK i>illii<i' lo l)i> liii'il, m Ht>l ill

liluMly . llio ^.ovoniiiu'iil liinuMl h dciil' I'lir In nil llii>ir ii|i|ili»Milioii«.

•- Ami wlioii it (liii III liMi^lli u|H<t) llir< piiNDii ilootH, iihur liaviiig

rooogiiinoil llii'ii' iiiiii)Oi>niH<, m oniiMitloioil llii>\ liiiil Hiilli'tril Diiiiii^lt

lor lioliliiin olniosioiiH o|iiiiioiiH no longoc iliiiim'roiiH, llio mivoni-

uionl, wo m\!, dill not doinn lo inrorin llio HiilloiorN oillior wliy

Ihov woio liikon lip or wluM'ororo (lioy woro hoI iit lilioiiy.

Tlio lilioml idoiiH ornn ox nnigiMlnili'. niiiiiod iMi ('tilvol, omiihoiI

llilll lo 1)0 oiiilv wiiMpoolod ol' iiiliigiiiiig Willi llio Aim jioiinw, to

whom lio Inid t'liiniHliod oipiipmoiilM diiiiii^> tlii>ir oooiipiilion ol'

Monlioiil.iuid with whom it w«h Hiiid Ihiil lio hml kopi up n hooioI

oonvspomlonoo. lio wii« siiddoiilv anoKlod in liin own Iioiimo,

tSojil. 27, ITSHjiy IV lilo or«oldioiH, who hIho wiKod hin pii,ioiM miil

tnonoy.iind lod him priHonor lo Qiiohoo. i\l IIimI Iiowiih dolninod

in u vosMol ill llio iixivlnloiid. iiriovwi.idM in llio }j,iirrison'M liliiok holt<

(i'ilhth ml7^^M'»>«'), nnd lliiiilly in llio UoooIIoIh' piiHoii. Iniliion-

tial iViomif* olVoivd UiomwlvoH iih Iuh Imil , ho propoNod hiniHoU' lo

ilolivor up III! ho hiul «» iv mi«mi I'oi- liiM oonli^l^; roiwind wliou

otiUo«i on ; ho doniiindod thiit ho Hhonid ho put on Ioh iiiul nil in

viun> AHor « dotontion ol'IlU nionlln*' diiniliou, ho wmh lot loow,

willuniv II \\o\y\ oroxpliiniilion givou.

Tlu' siiiniii!;, ol' pn'limimirior* I'or Iho ponoo of I7S.'1, hooiimo ii

(tigUid I'or Iho lihornliou ol' Pu (tilvol und wnno oUioi'm ol' Iho pri

sonors, Ilo8lilitlo» ooiiMing. no dooont (oxIvji logiil) proloxt rti-

msviuod for purt^uing u t'^stom ul' luliniidation, and llio priNoiiH din
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^iir^;t<il ilii' iniiiioi'iiiin vit<liiiiM(ir nliilM imlily. ( Jiiilly iiiiil iiiiliMUMlt

nllko w*<i't> not IVt')), willitiiii Itiriii or proopMH in iifi^ (hidom,

Wliilo llii|)liiiitiii*l wiiN lliiiH i^uynniiiiK liy Uirmi, liit tlilhltiii){, in

nil HiiK'ttiitv nriitMiit, tliiil, ('hiiimIii iMtiiiijJti' |)rtwoi'V<Ml lor lliiliiiii

liy iiDulhor iiMMiiiH, llu> IhiMpN nl'
(
'nn^ri'HH >v*<iit lii>«'|iiii^t tlio llolil

^iiiMMiNHriilly ii|iiiiii^l llnmn itl' lliii kiii^. Nr^VM ol' (li)< ni|iiliiliilitiii

(iT Hiii'iilii^ii rt<Nniuii|iMl, iiol Miily lliiiiii(',liitiil lliit tliiili<(l Miiili'M,

|mi<. nil Miii-M|Hii Iniit. iiil4>lli^niitM> whh «<H|Mi(<iiilly Imilt'il in ji'hiMiio,

Tlio Mrilihli IiikI iiiily lli)< i<ii|iliiroiir l'liiliiil*'l|iliiii lo nniimilo llii>ni~

HnlvoM with I'lii' llin iliMiiHli'iMiH nvtnil, Ih', Kiiinklin, wlit) wiih mkiiI

liM roHiiJi'iili Aiinti'i<<iiii ii^'oiit In I'liriM, wiiH ri>ui<lviMl \iy lli«< l*'n<tin|i

ininiMliy with )liHtiM|iniMli«M| iiMi'iiliuii, mimI liy IIh* |M<ii|ilt> willi ii

H|)*>oit<M III' oiilliiiMiitNiii, wliicli Nri'incij In Iihvk in il ii f^ii'iot Hi^iiill

imnpii |ii'itiliolivi> III' p;ti<iili>i' <<voniH Ininiiiii^ in llio iliMlmiri'. Al'loi'

Hovxnil (iiinroi'iMntoM vtUU ilin Ann<i'i<Min cnynyH, iinil •'iii|iliiyin^

groiit Mililii'HN in poi'Niniilin^ LiniiHXVI In ln'«>iik Ilin tionly ol'

tTll.'l, llio iMiko ilo (*liiiii4nnl liiiil Mm liit|i|tiiii>Hi4 of ni^nin^, in

177H, n trtiiit y ni' iilliiinrn imil Iriiilo willi tlui now rii|Mil>lio, wliii'li

iJniN WMH I'lHMi^rni'/.oil (MM Mil inili'|ii'nili<nt |iiiwi>r) liy llix IIihI mil inn

nl' l"(m'ii|ii>, j'Vinn'K wiim, iiI. IiihI, ^Miiii|.', In lii' iivi>n>',n(l I 'In mnwn
all, (*liniMiiiil WMM iiliniil In lioal' IiIm n|i| iiiilii|/,nniHl, Jiiilil (Miiillnini,

|ll'no|iillii Ill-illiiiii'H iiliiiMoniinil, iinil huo liiin nno, iim Ii wi<r«< IVnin

tito griivcr, In |in)l.(wt, iiniunK Iiim rrllnw |iimii'h, ii^mnHl. llm lininilin

linn nl' IiIk onnnli'y.

'VUr ItriliNli <<iiliinnl, inrnt'nnMJ nl' wliiii. wiim piiHinn^; nn llir nlJior

Hiilool' llii) Hiriiil, iinil iloliMiiiiniiif; In rnrnHliil ilii> Krom^li iniiiiMlnrH

in (.Iii>ir niiMliliili'il luiMlililirH, liinl iilriMiily hoiiI niiltiiH In iiMacK tin*

l*'tvnoli oNiiiMiHiiinonlH in llio liiilicH; liiil, wlnni tlio li-(>iily ilHitll'

wiiN Honl. nvt'i', III!' Ili-il iHh ^llV(tnlln^n^ wiih h(<i/.mi I will I <i|i|iiiiliiiii-

Hlon. liritiiin utwvr liinl tn riHMinntor Hinli rnnniilitlilii iiihI ilrlor

isiiikmI oniililiiMiH iiH l*'i'iiniM) Imd In I'ium', nndiir hiiuiH X I V iinil Niipn

loon. Mo(mii'imI by li(!i' inH<iliir pimitinn, hIiii Iiiin liitil ini'it'ly In inUir-

vono iiHiin iinxiliiiry power ir. Uio ^;rotir warHoi' Mniop*!. In AiiKnion,

on till) (innli'ury, kIio ninkiMl iih ii (^liol' iMilli^iironl, \\, wiim now tJin

turn of h^'iiiKM^ In oniiK^ inin llio wip'liko nrcnii iih iiii iilly iiKTcly
;

luid, IIM Huoli, hIi(< would citlior giiin oonipiiiiilivoly iMmy M'iiiinpliH,

or HUMtiiiii not. vory dninti).^ing rovciWH. hord North, hiyinj; iiHido

tiHUtd nriliinnio hiiUfrhtinoHH Tor llu^ tinm, (ibtiiltn'd the piiHMing of
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two i^cin, tondinjr to n nM'onoillntlon wifh tho oolonicti. Hy <Ih'W

bills, tho ntoihor oonntry n»nounoo(l Itor nxiviimot) rigitt of tnx^n^

thorn, n\\\\ n\\i\\o\\%M i\\o minif«<ry <o won*! oonnMi«i«innor» to Anio-

Hoii to tr«««t tor r ^x»hoo. linww woro llk<nvipo jviRNod Tuvotuinn

tho trmlo ol" livlnnd, nml nmoliovntin^ 1l\o stnto of it« onllinlio |m)-

pnlrttion. Four mmfr tlu» liritiuli lnvmno JHwt. Tho Diiko of

Uii'hmond, in tho houfo of lordc. mndo n motion tluit tlio indo-

pontlomv of tho Amorionn^ ohonM bo tvo»>!j;nif,otb nn<i prnyin^; thfl

king to (Uf«miw hi« nuni?*torp. lioni tMuithiun, nlllioitgb niorlnlly

ill, was borno to bif» pinoo t^^ oonibnt tbo tlrnt of tbono j»roj«wi<ionfl.

" Tbif <b»y," Hu'ii bo. " T bjuo oomjoorod disoHso i(poU'. luul iim

ronio ono n\oro tin»o. |in>bnbly tbo lt\-4(,iiWo <I\Ih bull, nioroly to ex-

pivs8 tbt' imUjinntion wbiol\ Hllf» nml nbnost bnf!«l» n»y bnirt, on

learning tbnt n ^m^^>of^|\l w> bunuliuting nn <bo nbnudonniotit of

Amonort v;nn nbont to ho. cMbniittod to yon," Ho bognn btp orn-

tion in n tooblo tono nnd witb otnbm-rnfwtl nttornnoo, bnt, nw ho

p»"oo«v<b'<b his voioo ptronp;tbono(b and bin go«tnn^ boontno nni-

innto«b Ho pnssoil in n^viow tbo ovontw prolnf<ivo of tbo vnw, do-

t^ailoil tbo nnnistovirti monsnivi"! in tvspoot to it wbiob bo bnd o|v

posoii. t\\u\ tbo ovil iV!*nlfK"9 following tluMn, i\ll M^ whiob bo bmi

pr«vlioto<1. " T foro^nw nil tbof»o tbinpn, I forotoUl tboni all, nnd,

wo!*t unfortunately, I was a tvno ptt^pbot ,>...My lords, I ro-

joioo tbat tbo p-avo has not closod ujHm n\o yot; tbat 1 an» ctill

ftlivo to li(\ up n\y voico against tbo disn»ontborniot\t of tbiH an-

ciont and nnvst noblo nionaroby, l^>\vod down as I am witb bodily

NutVoring. 1 am ill fittod to wm'vo my oountry in times of dangor;

but s\i long as roawn ivniains txi mo. T sball ncvor give my oons(>nt

to tbo bouse of Brunswick l>eing dospoibni of any part of it#i bert-

tagp; never sball T assent to the Hritisb nation Wing disbomuired

by an ignominious surn^nder of it,"' rigbts." Tbis eivwning effort

cxbausted the forces of the gn'^at orator, wbo expired not long

afterwaribs ; fortunate («.• be would bave esteemed it) in not sur-

viving tbe separation of Britain from ber eolonies, wbieb be (nn's-

takenly) conceived to bfl the groatest misfortune tbat ever (xmld

have befallen her.*

• This memorftble speech was delivered on the 7th of April, l7T8.

" Lord Ohftlham entered the house attired in a rich suit of black velvet,

a full wig, and wrapped in flannel to the knees. (He was a martyr to
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The prtfuiiifi; of tli(» tworniu'ilinJttry iiPtw, iumI flio pOM(«oriilMV(>rliir(«(<

to llio Conirri'M, |h'ov(mI uhi>1«'hb; (luMViir coiilitiuni tiiiir(< nlmliiiiit(>>

ly (linn Itoloro. Tlio kinir'H nvniy wii« IoiimmI totjuit IMiilinli'l|t|iiii,

ulmoHt lit tlH» nnnuont rouiit I>'KMli\iii<!; M|i|t('iii't'il, willi ii Kionoli

fl«vt, on tlio Now Voik Hoiilutnnl. Iloncc, lio i\tl<lro-iHoil n foniinu-

tiioittion, ulinMoly Npokoii oT, lo llio ('nuiolinnB, (Mijoinin)!, tlioin to

otnbnuM) i\\y\ iwolnlioniiry «'iniHo.

Hnooowon nnil rovorHon, liotAVOt'o tlio Iwlli-rorontw, woro pretty

jHpinlly linl.tnooil tl\iM yoi\r ; Init, tli<» Atn»>ri('nnn wen* Ix'oonio nioro

inipliionhlo tluin ovov, owinj^; to thn doviiHttttionH of their propotty

connnitteil by (ho llritiHh. Tho oporn(ioiin of next yonr ( I77H),

\vi(hoiit hciiifv (h-ciHivo in (heir roHnltH, yo( wcrt^ no( lltd'tl (n llnKfi"

(h(^ hop<>M of (ho roynlistH. Mridiiii now hhw <hini.',<MH from iithi'i*

(miiv(orn ^!»(horinf; jiround her; liclund wiih inniinjf (oM(oii,Mihly

for soil" (U'fiMico), "ltd nionnoinff revolt; Mpiiin, inlopdnn (lie poli(y

of Kriinoe, prononnoeil for the United StnteM; nnd (he ItridHli

tloe(,M oonhl neareely hold the h'\}>}\ Meiim ii}i,iiinHt thopeof (he Kren(!li,

which (Viptured Snint- Vincent iind (Irenndn. She hiid iiImo tho

niortifie.'ition to wi(ii(>HH the |)erdition of jier oldoNt. niitive iillieH in

AiiuMien, the fiiniouH IriKpioiH (riliea; the oliiefH of whieh, ilespito

(ho eomiHel j^iven theni, hy (Jeiiernl (JateH, to reniiiiii iieu(riil in

tho eontest goin^ on, were no iniprndent ii« to nllow (lienipelveH (o

bo enlisted hy their Mritinh miperintendant, Colonel (Iny .lohiiHon,

and do hiittle iiguinst (ho AnierieiiiiK. Pefeated nnd driven ou(/

of their ooun(ry hy (lonernl Sullivan, who mnrehed a^^ain.Ht, them

with 5,0(10 men, (hey never iveovored the hlowH ho infliel(>d n|ioii

thorn. They still oeeupied (IwMr oldtMi (eriilory to the nonthward

of Luke Ontario, although then oloHoly shurn uf thuir ptiHt impor-
I -— ' —

—

-«
I 1*1 II. -^ - Im -^—.~^ ,

hcrctJilary gout.) Ho wivs pnm>ovloil to h\n pent hy liiH Bccond Mnn ami

Bou-in-law, William Pitt ami ViNooimt Malii>n. (In leoUnl so nnacialcd,

while resting liis liamlH on liiM crutclios ; but an \w grow warm, liiw voioo

roBe, nnd bccanm fts liarmonioiiB as over,— botli oratoricnl ami ali'octing

He was rpjilied to, witli g'-Mil iTwpcrt, liy (lie Duke ot UichnKind,

whoa, on atlomptiug lo riyo again, lie loll baik licCon" ultiM'ing a word, In

tt convnlaivo (it, ami was onvvled outo('llu> honso. An adjoiunuK'iit iiii-

mtHliatcly ensued. Next day, tlic Dnke's motion waH negatived hy u

majority of 50 over ;t:t," Waur; Jiritiith ('hromlog}i, pp. OIIH-!*.—Wil-

liam Pitt, (irsJt Karl of Uliatliani, died April II ensiling, in llie TOtii year

ov' Ilia age.— K.

Vol. Ill—u
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l»«»'i». Mullivnn now Imrni ll»«<ir villi»noK ntnl i»n>|w, rnrn'jiMl lltrir

imO)in-i|n. «Mit. (Iioir IViiit Iiim>^. nml Idl il))>ir ooiinlry on«« Vitnt lin^

wri. Tho ri'licf ol" {\m wmliKi' uw \ (>v«mwIiI|i> hm polfiit. nml m»

Hn»Uil. |v«H<*tMi lo lln> not lliuittil ol' •))»> (;ii'nl litkrM, himI hcIIIimI no

Un«l« n««"»imu>il tn (Iti'iii l»y <'>"' HiiliMlt mitliorilii'M. wIh'it Oicy

Htill i>Un<r (•> )'lri|><i ol' wivMihiiti, loO on Ilii> HkiitH ol' it civiliftlioti

whii'h in lunv pn'MHintj; in-<uintl \\\v\r uruiitv lioMiiu;" «»n ovi»ry "i'li".

liiMliioi't) to n ninttll nunil*i>r, I'nr iimiiovimI IVoni llio IiiihIh ol' lli«>ir

pn»u:«'intor«, iUiw raw ol'suvii^i"*, wluoli, ivocntury ihoI « linH'tifro,

Vopt. nil nlvM-i'iinnl NorHi Ai'ifiii'i in nwo, nii' uliiviiif; in viiin iit

iliin Aw i)U:iii\Hl lltrir iii'|)tMitliM<r nniiiliiliilion , womIommmI, Av-

upoiloil, <l«i<v rniillo^Hly work lo |)ro|iin|.i; llu> ii^itoy wliit'li prri'tMlcn

«>xiiiu>tion, iittil Irv !*• iMtnliniio tin i<\iHlrn«M< llntt liiir lu<i>n pro-

Iomu:imI hllorly hy HUtvour ilcrivcd iVtMU th.it vory ««lvlUi!iUioii wliioli

will linnllv t'lVniM' lluMii IVotn llio «»inili,*

• Tho niUHitlrtu ttovtMhnu'hl |mhni«lti»il, hi innn, nn tiihti-onttiiK ni'imil

r«>((itrtliii^ tlii< t*Muiiiiitt<< ol tilt' Ihiliiii) liilioH Klill HMtvivinKiii viiiioiiB

piulsofour l»o pntviitoos. Aci'iittiinn to ilml, roporl,, Hot lioipioifi, iirinr

fpiillintf titoif ttiilnl poll, tM'oolvr>il n Kiiiiit IVottt Nii PiimIimIi' nnlilliimml,

In 1 ?>'!, o»i llio (li't»n<l HIvor, l<('(wi>i'it Iftlu-H Kilo itiul t)iilnilo. Moinn

^ol mM'loil rtl«o on tlu' Tlittnict, >k rivor wliirli \)\]\<* Into litki'Ht, (Mnltc,

Thoir po|>nlntlon nnnthinn I'lotn a,000 In .'1,000 i«oiilii.

Tlio Inxjnoin lonilotl l>v lln> oMcn Kiciu-lt govormncni. nt HmiH, Ht.

lo>Mi,<, an<l lU Si. Kt');!*, on tlic Ano'iionn lioiitici, iih> i\ lilllo inon> ml-

trtio'i'il in civilli'.iition llntn (lio incciMlinn ; tln'y nmnln'i nlimil 'i,'M)i) in

nil; lnli!«liil Itonnos (not w'.nwninR) of Blono or wooil, till a ninull flur-

fnco of Ii\ni1, rtiiil poij^o^n soino rniininjt hIotU.

Tl\(» wntolciinK trilx'n on tlio noilli niil(> ol'lln' St. I in win nee, rroin (lie

rlvpr Situnoimy (o tli<» Allmilic, iiiiu niimln'r '.1,500 ponU. Tlioy nro

ohicily MonlHunni!*. TlnMo mo lioniiloa, on tln> Biuno nldo or tlio llooit,

nl>i>\o StuMPiiny, tin* llulli't-ln'mln ( rAl(>s-(l('-niHilo»>, tlio AI>jon(|iiin«

of tlnvo Kivoro, (lio Nipi<:*iiins, (lio Ottiiwiis, tlio Mi^liiasiin, nml llio

Nnsknpis; nil lliosi* trllx'^, uriittiMMMl nnnnip; tlio IjUiirtMiliiin lilnlilmnla

(r.(T».r«'Mh"r/»'»), nro wnmlorors; nml tlip csliinnli'd niinilior of (ln> hiivh-

IfOB to lln» fontlt of Iho ,Mu)jriiPmiy, In 2,500 roiiIs in nil. Tlipy nro of

MontuftOitis coni'iinjruinity.

Tlio Nipiasings, tlio AlKonqnins, nml Ilio Iroipioi.'* of Two Moiintnlns,

rockon 884 souls; llio Abonnqiils of Ht. Kinnoisi, ;I87| llioao of Ht^omi"

oonr, 172 ; tho Unrons of .loiino-l,orol(o, 2f<2
; llio AnmloK'loa of (Irooii

Kivor, 171 j lint llio.'^o nro nninoi-oiis iu New UruuBWlck, The Mioditics

of Uopligouclifi, nnmbcr t7.1 sonU,



TIIK I.MIIHI.A I'iVK CUllNltll,. n
Till' nrt-ivitl iif n.lllin iniKiliiiiii'M iuiili>r Citiinl ilo UuoliiMtiliiMtii,

flio iit'livt' I'M npi>rti(iMti III' till' |"'n<in'li Mini MimiiUli lli>i'ln, (|i(< mllim

nioii III' ll'illiiiiil, iiLTiiiiMt wliii'li llii»!iiii litiiljiifl ili'oJiiriMl wiir, wi«r«i

IMIIljniMllv llllilllt (ll Hl'tllx tlll> l|lll>Mliil|| III' ll|i> iMlll'|M'l|l|l>llt>i> III' llio

AiiiiM'iniiiM. |li><i|iiti> llii'ir vii'liii iiM nl. (liiiliH'niij, llnlikitlt, iiiiil

Mtiiii H|iiiii;i«, llii« JlrliiMJi lii'iii;.; |iii<MHtM| dm iIm' »iilt' III" Vir^iiilii tint

• ln'('iiin|inii<»,liy fill' •''ii')H itrU.'iiiinih IM<iririii, 'Iri'iMi, iiiii| iinCuy-

otih', wni-o llinml Itiirk nii Yiiik^uwn l»_y llii' iiniiy ol' WiiMliin^lMii

mill llii> l*'n>iii'li i*i)r|i<) nl' JliMiliinilit'iiii, luiil Itinillv iilili;ri>i| In juy

iliiwii llii'ii' iiiiiiN, (ll llii> Miiiiilii'i- III' (1,1)110 ii>fiiiliiiH mill l.niKI ni>n

mi'll II vii'lniy wllii'll iMI'iiticil (III' il|i|i>|ii'l|i|i>tiiM> III' llii> lliiili'il

Mlii(i<N. 'I'IiIh wiin (Iii< Hi'fiiinl |iri(jM|i niiiiv ^vllil'll mmii'I'IhIi'Ii'iI lin

ilily iliiriiiir llii> wiir. iii*ii-i<iiiiiM(tuii>i< ini|iitt-iilli>li'i| in iiiim|i<iii tnlliliiry

llllllllh. (liMK'hll I'nt-IIWlllliH, wild (••itlllllMMlll'ij ill l>|lil>(', llfillfr ill,

(li'iii'iiil O'lliiiii id wiiM wliii li'il (III* niynl (.nMiprt in ilnllliii)^ liolnio

(lii'ir oipliHH. Ili> wiM|ii>i| (it ijflivnr liin rtwiml In iliM'liiiiiiJM'iiii,

lull (lii> liidi'r ri'l'iiMcil (() iii'i'i'|i( il
;
mill iiiiinliM^ (n VViiiliiiiiiliKi,

Hiiiil, (lull MH (III' l''ii>iii'li wi'ii' iiiixiliiirii'H niily in (In- niiindy, il wiw

(ll (III' Allli'licill |ri'tM'l'llliHHill|il ll(< IIIIIHl |l|nM(Mll id, IUmI KHiliiVU

iifili'iH rroiii.-'^

Tliii llt'iliHli |ii<ii|ilo wiTi* iimIimiihIi^iI liy iiidclli^i'tion of lint liiiddln

III' Yiirkdnvn, mi I li 'iii tin I t din vi'tli'inv' nl' dim wiir Hdnrni. Tim

liiMiH(> III' ciiniiniins, wliii-li Inul |»iinniHi"l (lif kiiii',, (liicn nmiidiH

licriiri', lit I'll ilili' liiin (ll oiirry nii dim wiir widli vi^^mir, priiMiiiidcil

ir wi' liiiii mil' ri'i^mih (i» II|i|iiT Ouitii'lii, wi' liml in Wiilpoli' iMJiind,

fiMil III' liviT M((>. Olitlri', HOO 01' IMKI hiiliitiia, ImJI' nf (lii'iii (Mil|i|ii>«rflii,

lilt' iilluT iiinli'ly l'owl.iMVi»liiiiil-«
i

in llm Kciuli'i Olmimfil mul iil Hin

(Miiii'i', iii'iiil.v TiOO iilMnl((iiii'M III' liivi'iM Itilii") ; in Miiiiitoiiljii I-jIhikI^

I'/l'Jil Hdiil-i
;
mill Mi'iilliM'iMl nil lliit iiiiilliiTn liiko-li(iiuil iii' lliiiiiii iiiiil Hu-

innioi*, ninnlry liiiinn, Itio ntnnliHr't In wliicli l( winilil hn liiinl (,ii i>.4li«

nmli', liiit tlii'y mii vi'iy nniiill roliillvi'ly tn tlio etlinil nf llio (iirrilnrlfi*

wlili'li limy inM:ii|iy.

'riii'in niiiy III) »<i)iiii< iiiiiri' piiiiil<4 nf llio viinl fniperfldi'Ft of Omimln,

wliinn llioro iiii) ollii^r iilinriKiniil I'luniliot not coniprnliRniloil In tlio forn-

(^iiiii)^ I'liuiiii'ialiiMi, Inil llii'y mit |riiiiliiiilly ili^ii|i|M>iiriii(; ix^ c.ivlli/. (lion

|ii'iign>H^R!i. Moi'iuivcr, tin; nionntiiin cimin known tin lint liitiitonliilofl,

will Kinvo llii'in, for n lonn linio In (miiih', ih tin (isyliim ;
I'Spi'C.iully lli«

lil({!ilmiil region nci^rliboiiiing tin; luwcr lloud mid gulf of Bt. Luwionco

* Minnulra uf llio Cuunl do Hogur.
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M\ aililronn, volotl itlnioKt iniiitiiiumiRly, |)rnylii^l)iMt lio wniiM hriti^

t»l)o\»t II |u>ni'o. A ivwihUiomviiM |tiiMWMl alm», tlmtwlicHoovi'i' mIiohM

oniuiMol II jtiMcovornrn'o in lioMlililicH, wtnild In* dtrlnnMl nii iMiciuy

to king inul couiili y.'' Tli«'Nt\ vuIoh led lit (ln> (tiMMolulioti ol' liuni

Nui'th'H ("nhinol, in IMinTli 1 7HU, miil llu< iMui'i|.iiH nl' lliit'kiii^-

l-.inii, not\vithsliMuliu>>' \\'\n IMigoNly'M i'0|ni^nuiu<(>, wiih olnu'gtnl lu

Corni li now lulntiniMti-ulinn.

(Jonoial (^nvlolon «'mno to n'pliioo ^!;tMnM'al (Ulntoti iih rliiof of

(ho Mvil U iiorthi'vn inniy. Ilo brought to Qnohoo i\o\vh of Iho

npjnoiH'hin}',' ihmu'o. 'I'ho no^'otiiilionH woro oponoil in I'arin, at

(lu> iuto;nio(!i»(ion ^\l' tho I'mporoi' of (ioiuiimy, iiml !lnl (Mopt.,

I78;l. WiiM KJjvnod ih,' Mioniotahlo tiraly ly whioh (jiout Miilaitl

rooo)vni/,o(l thi imlopondonoo oi' tho llnitoil Mtat»'« ; Muiiipo, at

tho ftanio (iiiio, roooiving into tho oomity ol' nations, tho oailloHt-

lonnoil powor ol' tho now worM. All tho tonitoiy whioh, al'tor

iho o> nuont »U' Canada, had boon dotaohod \u\\\\ that. oo\intry to

a^ranilino tho noi<;hhi»uiing oolonioM, wan nvlaiinod hy tho AMu\r-

toann, and oodod hy tho Hritiwh. Ily this ooMsion, tho oitioM of

Qwohoo and iMoii(nM\l I'onnd thonisolvoH thinly nopaiatod, hy hnt

a r*>w h'Uf^nos' intoi\Mpaoo, I'roni (ho Aniorioan iVontioiH; and Canada

lout, along with tho \wn\n yii>ldod \i(> to tho Cnitod S(ato», a grout

pnrt i>r tho Uiovaiivo tralUo hitherto inaindiinod with tho Hiivagr.i

of tho wo>«<. IMoi'o than a nioioty of Iho Canadians noKlod in

(ho on(or tiMritorioM, hi'oiuno oi(i/on« of Aniorioa, without oonMitig

to ho h'lonch in spirit, and l>o(roi(, thoir ohiof looalily, ooasod

to ho a Hritish sotth'niont.

\\\ tiiis ahvid};.oot\t of torri((»ry, (\>nada h>»t. lako (Mianiplanj,

ai\d tl\o noi!vhlun\rin,<;- highlands, a oountry of variod snrl''.v;'., in-

tomH'(o.'l 'viMi lalvOH, rivors, dolllos, ami othor natural ohstaoloK

—

U»o wliolo oonstituting !. to.rilorial bulwark for tho fnnilior of

whiohovor nation possossod it. l>uring llvo campaigns, all tho

olVortv** of tho Uritish arniios. I'our or livo tiinos niort- nuinoroun

than o«us, woro wastod in (ha( rujigxnl rogion «luring tho s(>vou

yoars' war, and 'u tho sanu' looality did Murgoyno tind tho oon>-

nionoonjont of Cho dilFioultios whioh lod to his »lisconifit\uv. Tho

• No such resolution, wo liolii'vo, wan ovor propusiul in nrllaiaj C8r«

tninlv none «\ui» was pWHSiul lit olllicr houso of i>arUiu«eut.

—

li.
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ir<M\ly •••* I'liriw, liy flsln}^ \\w Cnimdinu fninflnr ni ilin fiuit, of

Jiiiko (Miniii|)liiiii, iipin'MxiiiiiitiMl llii< Aiii)<ii)<iiii iiut|MmlH In Hi<> imi

irniioo 1)1' lli«t HpiuiiiitiH miil I'l'i-tilr pliiiii i., MmilnMil, wlii(ili Ihim iin

cxtiMil (»r 10 Innjfiii'H (n«'ry way, niul is HituritctI in tlic liciirl. hI' our

count i-y. 'IMiIh iiri'iiiii^ciinMil. hmmivimmmI, on l.liiit nido, Mio niitiiml

doH'iKH'M of (lie province, iintl It'l"! Moiilrciil oxposiMl nl nil lininH

to (lioiinMiuiIlM of llitt Anioi'nmnH ; ImH nioro (<Hp(MMiilly Hiiico tlii>

di!*iippi<iiriin(<i> of (In* ftorHlH wliirli HcrnMi)')! it till tli(> i>po(!li uf

1HI2. Mnt llriliiin lii^liti'onHly HnllortMl liorHt'H'rrtnn t.lic privntionn

nho willeil to Inllict nn tln> (SminliiinH, Ity llnn(>xin^ ii ^rcat pint of

thoii' oonntry (o tln> older ItiilislMMilonicM, iil'ler llio pcvo'i; ol' I7(i'l,

Mho wan lUin (horoloi-i*, to locato, in tlio noitliern t-e|riMn ol' ('un

lldii, iho Ann'i'iitan royalislH wlio wcnM'Xpelled liy (licir rcpnMican

r(nnpatriolH. IMorn tinui 25,001) ol' tlio r<n-nu<r mdlled In Nova

HiMitia and llpper (^inada. Many AeadiaiiH, likowine, canni to

notlle in (SnnnJa, npoii tin* HtvilMiard of tho lianicntiini (InlT;

pn^H'iiinu:, HiivM iM. I((<hrnn, a ninnai-cliie cnluiiy dl' 1''h'ih'Ii nrigin

and lnd>itnd»','», to an An<,dn Aniciican repulilic. it waH at liii'

tinio ol' l.liiw (Mnif^ration, that tlu< Sniilli, Scott, ami Hirwart I'anii

Hon oiinic iiinl cNtaMiKticd tlicniivclvcH on the niarj^Mn ol' the Mt

T<a\vrein>e, ncionH of whom were al'terwardH dentined to lill h'lul

in|r pla(M<H in the Canadian nni^iHtraey.

TIm* \m\w priieured, withal, two advantajM'H for thiH conntry
;

for it pnl an end to the military Hynteni prevailin^r hel'ore, and

ftcceleraled the cHtiddiHhment ol' repreHcntativc j^overnnicnl. In

iorniH of a direction hy the llritish ministry, the law cd' halieuH

C(n'|>ns waH introduciMJ, alter ii lonf; disinisHion, in virtue of an or

dinan<H' by tin; legii^lativit council ; which waH the laHi docnnuMit

signed hy pMHM'id llaldimand, hel'ore demit tinf^ his i^nhernatorinl

I'unctionH to IiIm HUcce^Hor (II. Hamilton) in ITHfi.

The departing; ^^overnor wan not destitute td'HcnsitiveneMH : thin

caused him to Hulfor frtun the isolation to which his own Hterti

ioniper, Huspicimis and viinlictiv(« disposition, coidined him anddsl

n tiommunity which he had alienatctj. hetentcd hy every one,

lio knew the fact, ami solicited ii rccal, dnrinj^ two years, hernre

he lel"t. " Although he hinl hcen dcpict4'd Hay? the )MircMM'SH do

lliedsn(>l, " as a, man (d' an intra('(id)le character, yn^ treated him

with sinc(<rity ami rratikmv<ti^ whiidi plca^^ed him all tlie more,
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thiit ho. Iinti rarely mot willi porFmriR who (iid ilio like." In

truth, it wouhl bo unjust to pljico to his nocount nil the rigourfl

which ho oiuployotl. (ilood iutonts iiro rocoffuiziiblo, on liis

purt, through much of what ho did; his chief aim really being,

t« prcHorvc Canada as a British di^pendency. Wo must, above all,

admit, that to him were due the first mo(lifieatI(uis of British

polity in favour of the (-anadians, although the result of tho

American revohition was yt^t more effective in bringing about bene-

ficial changes. It was he who recommended eoiiHcrvation of

the territory situated between the St. Lawrence and the United

States frontiers ; and caused lord Sidney, contrary to tho mind

of lord North, to adopt, in 1784, the right view of thin matter,

llaldimand's error was, exaggerating the spirit of the olden sys-

tem of l^'rcnch colonial administration
;

for the jinlieions exercise

of absolute ])ower denninds, p(>rhaps, more talent than is neclful

for wielding balanced jjowers. Now that we retrospectively view

llaldimand's leaden tyranny without prejudice, now that we dis-

cern what was his master thought, few of us perhaps will refuse

to pardon him for his rough but honest absolutism, out of regard

for his effortfi to presia'vc intact a portion of the soil reclaimed by

aliens, which had been gained to civili/.ation by our ancestors.

Tlis administrative troubles did not ternnnate with his admin-

istratitm, which lasted six years. Several of those persons he had

incarcerated followed him to England, and cited him bef(U'o tho

British tribunals. No sooner was Dn Calvet liberated, than ho

repaired to London, and demanded justice against Haldinuind,

from the home authorities. In an audience with the ministry, ho

solicited his rccal, in order to bring him within the jurisdiction

of the Ktiglish cou'-ts of law, pr(>paratory to a prose^'ution. A;i

this would have created a public scandal, to thedetrimevt of tl-ysc

who api)ointed hitn, the ministers first put off Du Calvct with eva-

sions, and then ceased to attend to his representations, lie how-

ever, as energetic ns indefatigable, published a volume of letters,

addressed to the king, the prince of Wales, tho ministry, and to

the Canadians, bearing the title, '' Appeal to the Justice of tho

State," copies of which he profusely scattered about both in Brit-

ain and Canada. Tlieso letters, couched in a fervid style, and vio-

lent in tone, manifested the proud aid independent spirit of their
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writer. T)u Calvct therein nkil fully identified liifl own eauw)

with that of the public, and cxproHsed hard truths, t<> the dis-

credit of the government, which few niideontentH in the colony

would have dared to utttir above their breath. Anion;.^ the out-

burHtfl of his rude elo((uence, we find exclaiuations instinct with

feclinii;H of national pride, and marked by a noble indignation.

" Ifow sad a thing it is to bo van(jui8h(;d !" he thus expres.sed

hiniHclf :
" otir brothers' blood, shed in the field of battle, yet cries

to US from the ground; but bodily wounds, however deep, will

heal in time. It is the constant pressure of the victor's hand

when the struggle is over,

—

that is the ' iron ' which enters the

soul; and to becoma the bondmen of another race, itself living

in freedom, is the most intolerable part of our fate. Can it be

that our slackness in not holding out longer against our conquer-

ors, has merited tlieir contempt, as our first earnest eft'orts in

shunning the yoke excited their ire 1 It wa« not alone to resist-

less might wo owed our undoing : the <livisi(m8 among our chief

defenders became the most etticient means for our prostration on

the plains of Abraham. Our fall there was deadly indeed, but

not final : we rose again next year, staggeringly it may be, and

dealt r)ur enemies a damaging blow in j)arting,—on the same blood-

Htained field too; thus clearing o,ir reputation at least from an im-

putation that otherwise might have been launched at us, of being

deficient in the military spirit inherent t<:» our race."*

• Ai oonA-asedly wo find great difficuity in translating a pafriotic

oatbiirsl, (ixprcssed ia impassioned (and not very classical) French, we

tliink it will be but fair to subjoin M. du Galvet's text, as cited by M.

Oarneau (vol. iii pp. Cl-2):—" Qu'il est triste d'etre vaincu I [VtB vicliti}

S'il n'en cofitait ei ;ore que le sang qui arivso les champs do bataille, la

plaio scrail bicn uofonde, bien douloureuso , olle saignerail blendes

annt^'es—niais lo innps la fermcrait. Mais otio condamn6 a sentir con-

tinueUcmcnt ! « tuaiti d'un vainqueur qui s' ppesantil but tous ; mn\»

d'etre esclavc a perpilituittj du Boiiverain constitutionel du pcuplc le plua

libro do la terro, e'en est trop I Serait-co quo notrc iiichetij a disputer la

victoire, on nous d(')gradant dana I'esprit do nos conqti^rants, aurait

m6ril6 Icur colore ct leur rafipris 7 Mais ce fnrent les divisions do nos

g6nt)raux qui les firent battrc
;
mais nous, nous primes notre revanche,

et nous lavilines, Ic 28 avril 1700, la hontc de leur defaite, el sur le

memo cliamp de bataille I
" " Bataille, premiere bataillo da

'Al
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Aflor <1oj>io1ln^. in pomltro lintn, Iho t^ninnionl Hywtoiii midor

which Iho country wan ^in)!uiinii. \w oontruMtcd tlio cimthiot

of the T^itish i-mUms in a Cfuunicrt'd (h'^MMithMicy, with fhiit ol' tho

Manpiis <lc llonilh^ governor uf tho WiMthvnnl IhIiuuIh, Kronch

Wont IndioH, ^'^ho in 177S. t«K>k Innn tho IJritish St. (MiriHtophor'n.

St. Knstitia, find l>i»n»inion, and troiitod iho inhahitnntH with n

kindnoMs which calh'd fi>rth their }i;rnto(\iI nckiHiwlcdffniontH.— llo-

Torting t«) his own wnnigp. ho oiitorwl into n (U>tail of tho |H'rpc-

oution ho ha(l cndnivd
; donouncinf; tho oorruptionH of his judgcH,

wht>, during- his impriHonmont, f<MUid uiomup to strip him of it

proat |xu't of hi» fortune, by dcpriviii};- 1''.
, tIir(M!>;l\ <h>nial.s of

jtistio<\ of tho ctrdinary moans of dofonoo, and allowinji, tho ^;nv

ernor to intitnidato him by taking a |)h»oo on tho bonol\ bosido tho

pi-opcr judj»;cH in tho cause, contrary to h^gal usa^o, and ovon to

conunon doooncy : finally, aOor intimating that a groat number of

h'xH compatriots were ntill exiK»8od to th.o like treatment, ho com

plotoil his pictmv of the g«n"ernn>ent, tho most striking traitH in

which wcn\ denpotic action in its chief, servility and adulation

in hia funotionari<^, nudvorsatituis of the latter t<) gratify tho

ruler or to servo jxtrty interests ; constant violations of tho not of

1774; r<>fus;d« to call int« ojK'ration the colony's olden jurinpru

denoe, &o. In conclusion ho roclaiuicd the establishmi-nt of i\

coustitutional government, founded on tho following ImsoH:

—

1 . Consorvalion of tho Frcncli civil 1hw».

Quobro, nous frnppcrpz-rous toujo»rsl" "Oh! iHustro marquia de

lUMiill^, ost-co ainsi quo votro pniiido ftme a i>rrvoiti lo fVnit do 1ii vic-

toirc ? Tips vninons sous vos mains n'onUlls pas f^ti'tlps onfanis cli<5ri8?

Leur reconnaissnncp n'<*clat-t-olle pas anjonnt'hnl pour cxaKor la gran-

d^'ur dp votrp ch^mpiipp 7 L'Anglotprrp no sp fait-cllo pas uiip ploii-p dc

Ips iniiter ? Ah I jp roconimis u cos tiftits lo g'hiio noblo ilo la nation

ftnglrtiso ; olio donne ici la plus bollo id«*o do sa vorlu, on rpndant hoin-

ttiAge A cplle du grand honuiip qui n'a 6t6 vainquour quo pour 6tre bion-

faitPtir. IiP Canada j\'aura-l-il jamais Ion nifmos rouioipimonts il lul

fi\'\rc pour sa ]irotpption ot sos; bienfaits, au noui du moina do cos Tran-

^ais qui vionnont do fair© onrprs dos Anglais un si noble iisa^o do In

Tictoire ?" Tho mpmorialist probably alludos to the fact of tho chamhor

of commorco, (jlaspow, haviug votod tho prosoutation of a handsome

pair of pistols, with a gratofiil loUor, to M. do Mouiih^, for his human©

trcatmont of British subjects his captives, conquered or tukcu captive

In tl.<j West Indies.—B. .
:. *.
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2. KxtoiiHion of* tho Eri^fli.Kli lm})on« eorpus ixci to Cntmdii.

M. Trinl ((M'iiiiiiiiil) liy jury.

4. Pcnnnnciit, (ifVuin (iii(tiHfHHihiH(i^) fnr tlie loj^iHliiiivn no''M-

oilloiH, JikI^om, mi(l('V(Mi onlitmry Ic^ral runctidiinrH'H; fir Hn lonj:; ns

no niiRconiltict in pliioo woro both <;liar^od and jirovcd nj^iiiriflt

tlinin,

5. 'I'lio f^ovornnr to ho subjoot, the Bnmo as others, to tho hiws

of the provinoo. s

0. Orodtion of an oloctivn nHFtenibly,

7. K('('(»;rniti()n (»f* pix inenilK-rH, in Hit in pnrlinniont nn ropro-

BontntivoH oi" (Jiiiin(hi; three for the distriet of Qiiebee, nnd three

for thnt of Montnfnl.

8. Freedom of conceienee
; no tnftn to be deprived of his poli-

tical rij^hti on nceount of his n'li}z;ioijH belief.*

{' Uffiirm of tho local judieaturo ;
restoration of the HUprome

(mpcrlnir) eouneil.

10. (Jreation of a provincial military ostabliHlimont; formation

of a Canadian ren;im(',nt eompoHcd of two battnlioniii.

11. Liberty of tho preHS.

12. 0()lIe;^(!H for tho education of yonth ;
employment of the

Jesiiitfl in this work,f- conformably to their primitive destination.

Parochial Bchoolfl. /

I'). Naturalization of tho Canadians, 8o an t.o endow tliom with

British riffhtfl, and entitle them to vindicate tho same in <!V(!ry

part of the cm [lire.
'

ThoHo el(MnentH of a constitution, more liberal tlinn thnt no-

oorded in 1791, Hutricicntly manifiMt the viewa of tho author.

They are even of a more advanctnl character than thrwo adopt-

ed by tho partinans of ministerial rcsponnibility at tlio pres-

ent time. In propo.sini^ that tho f^overnor-goneral sliould bo

made amenable to our lawM, Du Caivet wished to divest the liome

government of a power he oonsidiired dangerous. But it is only

' M. du Oiilvct was a Frcncli Protcsfunt. Hi.i nalionalify and reli-

gious Ijulirf jMjrliapa stood in tho way of lii3 finding friends in either

cauip. lie Unit iis it may, ho was a. man of spirit and intelligence : he

was most cruelly used.

—

li.

t This speaks well for the proposer's liberal feeling, as a Culvinist.

—

B.

% t

i
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in our own day that the judges have become irremovable, or that

wc have had public schools in all the parishes. As for the pro-

posed admission of Canadian representatives to the British parlia-

ment, the small number of such therein present at any given mo-

ment (of interest to Canada) would have had little influence on

the polity of an evil-disposed cabinet ; and an innovation like this

on the British constitution might have had inconvenient, not to

to say undcsiderable results, for increased presence of our M.P.s.

among those of the mother country would have had to be accom-

modated to the growing numbers of the colonists. The example of

ancient Rome, whose decline and fall were (remotely) due to

extending citizenship to the other Italian populations,* is not en-

couraging for a metropolitan government to adopt (or carry further)

a similar system : unless, indeed, the colonies so to be represented

were both feeble at the time, and never likely to become redoubt-

able to the mother country.

Du Calvet's book was published in London in 1784. It procured

for its author manj partisans in Britain, men who otherwise

evinced great d"votedness to the constitutional cause of Canada,

and greatly helped to obtain for us representative legislature.f

General Haldimand left the administration of the province to

lieutenant-governor Hamilton, one of the moderate members of

the legislative council. The latter was replaced, next yeai 1785),

by colonel Hope ; but who, very soon afterwards, had to give way

to Sir Guy Carlcton, re-appointed governor, after having been

called to the peerage with the title of Lord Dorchester, who landed

at Quebec in the month of October, along with the ex-attorney

general of New York, Mr. Smith, now come to Canada as chief-

• MoNTBSQUiRL' : Grandeur et Dicadence des Romains, ch. IX.

t Du Calvet was in France during the year 1783. He saw Franklin

in Paris, tlieu resident ambassador for the United States, and asked his

aid in obtaining payment from tlie Congress for the equipments he fur-

nished to the Americans, as already stated. He observed, at the same

time, that his health, undermined by incarceration in Canadian prisons,

and his advanced age, would not allow of his proceeding to the Stales,

and proffering his claim personally. Franklin transmitted his papers

to the Congress.—Letter from Franklin to the President of the Congress,

dated " Passy (near Paris), Nov. 1st. 1783 ;" in the collected Works of

Benjamin Franklin, vol. X.
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justice of the province. His lordship was invested with the title

and functions of governor-general of all the British possessions iu

North America. On resuming the reins of power, he found the

country much ag'tated on the question of constitutional govern-

ment. The legislative council had fallen into general disfavour,

and its submissiveness to orders from head-quarters increased daily

the number of its enemies. Mr. Finlay and another councillor,

who had manifested some indications of a spirit of independence,

were now in a state of great disquietude, and sought to regain the

good graces of the re-constituted governor by the most humiliating

professions of repentance.'* Allsopp had been expelled (retranch^

from the council.

Peace was no sooner proclaimed, than the British parliament

was flooded with petitions from Canada. Those first presented (in

1783), and signed by the old and new colonists—namely, bearing

British and Canadian signatures together—were taken to England

by three deputies, Messrs. Adhdmar, Powell, and Delislc. The

petitioners reclaimed, in general terms, full enjoyment of the rights

and privileges attaching to the quality of British subjects ; but

the chief aim of a number of the parties was,, to obtain the intro-

duction of the law of habeas corpus. A demand was made, in

fine, that all the people of Canada, without distinction of race or

religion, and whatever might be the form of our administrative

government, should be invested with the same rights, privileges,

and immunities (prerogatives) as those appertaining to Britons

in every region of the world. These terms being interpreted in a

more general sense by the constitutionalists, the legislative body

set about protesting, in 1784, against the proposed innovation of

an elective assembly; and M. de St. Luc moved that an address

• :«

• Finlay was deputy postmaster-general in America after 1784.—" Let

me once more repeat," wrote this gentleman, " that Sir Guy Carleton

shall have no cause to be displeased with me : my duty is to be with

the government : it is every honest man's business to assist the ruling

powers, far more a well-meaning councillor." Letter from H. Finlay to

governor Skene, dated Aug. 8, ]185.—"Letter which I wrote to Sir Guy
Carleton, in which I stated my conjecture touching the cause of his

displeasure, and expressed my sorrow for having unintentionally offended

his Excellency." Letter to Mr. Todd, secretary of the General Post

Office, London.

t .
•
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chouM ho pivscntod U) tlio kiiiir, tlinnkiiij:; his iimjcpty for liin pro-

twtion orCaiiixla «luringtlio Ainorioan rovolutioiiary war, unci pray-

in<r that lio wtniKl maintain intact the govi>rnnicntof 1774.* Mr.

Grant opposod tho dniwinij; up of such an address, and jiroposod

lather that n coniinittoo should he nominated to prepare a petition

in favour of the elective principle, hut his motion was disapproved

of hy several of the other British councillors. '• All things taken

into account," said Finlay. " it is doubtful whether there would

be any advantage in our having a legislative rissembly in the prcs-

sent »tat4i of the country; for the old subjects of the king, namely

tho8C Hritish-born, would have no chance of being elected by

people of the Frci'.oh-Canadian race." After a long discussion,

Grant's amendment was rejected, and St. Luc's address adopted

by a niajority of about two-thirds, the uuujber of votes being 17.

Messrs. Leves(|ue and Pe lii^ry, who were in the niinority, entered

written protests against the decision.

The council registrar (grrfficr) was directed to lay the address

at his Majesty's feet, and uac his eflForts to secure a continuation

of the existing constitution. A Jesuit named Koubaud, who had

Kvn in Quebec as it appeared, in the time of governor Murray, but

was now resident in London, put himself in ctimmunictUion with

the Canadian anti-constitutionalists, and menacod some function-

aries with the resentment of Carleton, This person, who had

access to the ministry, or some of its supporters, could have sonio-

vrhat moderated their ardour.f Anyhow, the address was well

received by the ministry—a thing of ccuirse, however ; for tho

gtivernor, and a majority of the council, did not move a step in

an affair so important, without first anticipating the assent, formal

or tacit, of the colonial-office. The ministers, who thought that

the time for granting a free government was not yet come, gavo

in, therefore, to the views of the legislative council. Lord Sidney

went so far as to say, while acquiescing in the introduction of tho

law of habeas corpus, that he wtis convinced all other restriciiona

projvised to be put on the executive of the colony, would be to its

• Miuutcs of tho Legisliitivo Council.

t
" Co porsoiuiage put mod(5ror un peu lour anlcur." Thcso

words, obscure to us, may be prcguaut witli mcauing for olUors.

—

B,



THE LEOISLATIVE COUNCIL. ) Oi

dotrinumt; nnd that tlioHO who doinnndod an clrctlvo nasonibly,

triiil by jury, nml irroiiK»vul)ility of tho jud^oH, woro ill (iimnmcd

pei'MoiiH, vvhoHo loyalty apiMiarcd to him to lio very douhtlul.

DoHpito Hticli ol)HorvatioiiH (tVoin inoii hiuih in placo), diHCiis.sionB

rof^nrding forniH of ;j;ovoninu!iit woro still warmly maintained in

Canada. In 1784, jmhlic mecitiiif^H on the suhject wero holdcn in

Qncboc and Montreal, and new petitions were Hont thonco to

London, to demand—tluH time in a fnrnud and prcciHO manner

—

an elective oflHombly, a council of unf^alaried mend)erH, the exten-

sion of British juriHprudenee to j>artH beyond tlie juriwIielionH of

Quebec and Montreal (the only two dintrietH then rej^ularly or-

gurizcd), and trial by jtiry in civil cases.

These di'mands raised up a formidable opposition. Counter-peti-

tions, si|^nod by more than 4,000 persons, were sent to Britain dc-

prooating an assent io tho demands expressed in the foregoing.

It is plain, therefore, tliat a considerable number of the (Canadians,

at that time, were in favour of a free ^ovcrinncnt ; while tho re-

mainder, adhering to olden opinions on the subject, were formally

oppo.sed to its introduction.—The demand for an elective assembly

was renewed in 17H6. Certain l^ondon merchants, trading to

Canada, presented a memorial in favour of that measure to tho

ministry. This application, in its terms, wont much farther than

those expressed in the petitions of tho (knadian liberals; since it

assumed that a mtyority of the inhabitants of the colony desired

to be governed by the laws of England, and ruled in pcrl'ect accord-

ance with tho principles of tho IJriti.sh constitution. Amidst this

conflict of parties, the private information which reached J^ondon

from the colony, served only to increa.se the cmbarrassnjent of tho

ministry. Thus even tho most moderate anglificrs wrote, that it

would bo impossible to find enough of men in the country fit to

represent tho people in a legislative asstmibly ; that all the Cana-

dians cured much to preserve wore, their religion and their accus-

tomed laws of succession to property ; and after having recom-

mended, with expressions of regret, the subjugation of a people to

another nation, the petitioners concluded by suggesting, that the

British portion of tho population should have representatives in

tho house of commons—a measure more preferable by far than

constituting a local legislature, with members composed of and

• .
'«
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elected by Froncl\ CiinadianHl A« rojjunlotl tho r(!H;^ious aspect

of the 8ul)jt'(!t, M. A.llu'mikr -V. i'l tin; iiiiiii.Mtry slill opposed to

tho induction of pricntH born until : tho domination of Iho ]{our-

bons. Tho colonial-oflico wa« p«. .
. !>..i)d with ii notion that it was

possibKi and lilting to discrodit tho Canadian oburoli, l)y ohooHing

biorarcliH for it throujj;h whom it might be diroctod unch'r minifi-

torial inspirations. Tho Doniinioan Taylor, and u Ileoolh't luimcd

Kihlor, men iniamous for tlicir diibauoliorios, woro Hp(»k(!n of us

boini.^ pro]ior snbjocis for plaoin;^- at tho lioad of tho chnrcli of

Canada. In March, ITS,"), M. Adhi'mar prcscntod a nuMnorial to

tho ministers, demonstrating that tbo Canadians might chooFO

priests for themselves, without tho state inourring any (huigcr

thereby; but finding that the Britisli people cluTisliod prejudices

against everything Kreneh and catholic, recommended tho Cana-

dian clergy to join with tho people in demanding u representative

povornnient. Hence it was that, in 1792, M. do IJedard, superior

of tb(! Seminary, and M. IMessis, parish priest (cHn?) of Quebec,

Ugured as r.ionibers of tlu; constitutional a;«send)ly.

Meanwhile, the British ministry resolved to institute a new in-

quest to collect information and report on the state of the colony.

Lord Dorchester re-entered on office with orders to this effect.

During twenty-six years, Canada had been subjected to three bcvo-

ral systems of government; all which, though differing in name,

perfectly resendiled each other in tyranny, and in the disorders

they gave rise to. The legislative council was divided into several

committees, charged to inquire regarding the udministration of

justice, the condition of the militia, roads, agriculture, the amount

of population, state of trade, police, and education ; each comniit-

tcc to make a separate report on the subj'^cts referred to ii. As

most of the committees were composed of British members, the

Canadians had no hopes of ^ny good arifing for themselves from

investigations conducted by men whom they believed to be hostile

to their laws and nationality.* Their suspicions were especially

• The council, at thia time, was composed of the following members :

Colonel Hope, lieutenant-governor; William Smith, chief-justice; Sir

John Johnson, superintendent-general of savngcs ; Sir Charles de La-

Tandiere, chief superintendent of highways; Chevalier Picote de Boles-
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raised vvIumi Mioy took noU? of the ohoioo made of witncaicH to bo

cxainituMl. Tlioy know well that tho f^overnor, licutciiaiit-j^ovcr-

nor llopo, tho prosidiint of tho oounoil, and judj^oM Mabano and

FraRur, wen; favourablo to maintaining^ th(! anci(Mit hiWH ; and that

oonfotjucntly, tho opposito party, diroctod by chi(!f-ju.sticc iSmith,

woro in a minority.

Smith, ill oontradiotion to tho opinion of MaHcNroH,* maintained

that tho Kni^iish laws had boon introduced in torm.sof divers pariiu-

montary statutes
;
that tho act of 1774 was not siilhcient to revoke

those hiws; tl>at thi-y onj^ht to be I'ollowed for all suits bftweon

British clients, just as Freneii laws were had recourse to by ('anu-

dians ; and thit when a Can:iilian and a itriton W(!re at law, tho

oidon jurisprudence was to rule if tho c/ioxc in action were of the

nature of real estate, but, when relatinj^ to merchantable pro-

duce Qivait rapport (tu comincrcc), tho En^^lish law ou^ht to de-

termine the case, llo allej^ed, likewise, that the Uoyal Instructions

issued to tho {governor several years before, and which recommend-

ed the introduction of Kni^lish law, might be; legally followed.

Tho members of the court of common picas, Judge Mabano

amongst them, maintained that the French laws were in force

for Canada; that the ordinance of 1785 introduced English com-

tre, siiperinfondcnt of roads ; U. A. do Hoiichervillo, inspector of road.'j

;

Ilugli Firiliiy, postmaster-general; Henry Caldwell, receivcr-giMieral

;

William Grant, deputy receiver-general ; Samuel Holland, ari>enteur-

gdnural ; John Collins, deputy urpeuteur-gdndral ; and Sir Ueurgc Bar-

nail, provincial secretary.

• Maseros said that the proclamation of 17C4 sulTiced not to abrogate

the laws of the colony, and that an act of parliament alone could change

them: "If these arguments against tho iving being singly, without the

parliament, tho legislator of the province, are just, il will follow of

course that all the ordinances hitherto passed in this province uro null

and void, as being founded at best (for I shall endeavour to show that

they have not even this foundation) upon tlu king's single auliiority.

And if 80, then the great ordinance of 17lh of September, 17U4, by which

the French laws were abolished, and the laws of England introduced

in their stead, will bo void among ihe rest: and, consequently the

French laws must, by virtue of tho first maxim above laid down, be

deemed to bo still legally in force."

—

jH plan for settling ihe Laws and

the Administration of Justice in the Province of Quebec. . ..
•

.;«

» «
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inoro'ml jurinprudonco only no far iih loiidin'^-ui) cvidonco wont;

niid then even the Froiich cotnnicrciiil codu, (iiioiiriiii^ the ordi-

tuinoo of ltiH2), ruling in tlio colonial courts under the Freneh

domination, ctnitinued in vigour in riglit of the Quebec act, \vhich

rcHtored to the CanadiauH their ancient laws. Mabanu added, tliat

the American (expatriated) royalistH, and ininii<;rantrt IVoni Itritain,

by Hcttlin^j; in the colony, had by that very act acknowledged their

voluntary udhcBion to the h'gal HyHtem therein existing,— in other

words, tu French laA'8, which ulunu, except in criuiinul caucH^ sub-

(jiHted ot' right in the colony.

The nuijority of the council, wliieh coincided in tlioHc oi»inionfl,

had already declared that it would not bo advuntugeoUK for

the Htatc to follow tho directions j'iven in the Royal InHtructiouH.

Carleton, long before, adopted like hcntimentH. He even had,

during hirt tirHt administrution, grave differences witli Judge

Livius, Smith's predecessor, and tho royal privy council ; tho lat-

ter (it may bo observed by tho way) over having had strong anglify-

ing tendencies in legal matters, as in all others.

Tho committoo of incjucst on the administration of justice was

presided by Smith, who caused its report to be drawn up, as much

as ho could, in accordance with his own oi)inioh8. During tho ses-

sion, this councillor initiated a law-project for continuing the

operation of the ordinance relative to trial by jury in civil mat-

ters; but, always led away by his prejudices against the French

laws, ho had introduced some clauses which tended to destroy a

part of those t<amc laws. All the Canadian members, and u ma-

jority of tlie British, voted against Smith's project, and brought

forward one of their own. Tho merchants, on their part, opposed

tho latter. They employed an advocate to plead their cause be-

fore the council, who brought accusations so compromising against

the judges, that the council thought it was bound to present an

address to the governor, praying that he would institute a rigorous

public inquiry as to the administration of justice. That advocate

was no other than attorney-general Monk, lie was superseded,

however, in his functions, after having brought forward his accu-

sations, in a pleading which was all the more telling, from the

home-thrusts in it aimed at personages present at its delivery

which they were unable to return or parry. It was in vain ho

ing to
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pfotonted, aft<>rwunl«, that ]w wnd inoroly n inntith-piocd for tlio

d<<t(!n(larit,s (op/HmiiiitH)
; tliut \w only pcrtoniHHl ii profoHHioiinl

duty, which wuh to <lo thu bcNt ho coiilil foi- \\\h (•Vwutn. Noiio

d(mht(<(l that hn had fj^ivun vent to what hu p«>rHoiially t'clt ; and tho

piirtioH ificriniinatin^ly iittaekivl, t(K)k a malicious pltMiHun; in pun-

iKhin^ him ut once, an a warning agaiiiHt indulgence; in Hiich plain-

dcidinu; for the future.

The chicf-juHfico, m hcnd-coninilHHioncr, npotiod tlic hi(|UOHt In

June 17H7. The examinationH unvtulcd all the ahunc-H which pro-

vailed in the court. Several eitizcn.s depoHcd that they hid often

fieen M. de Kouville, when drunk, nHcimd t!ie bench, and Ixdiavo

disgracefully in tho Hcut of justice ; that he often refu.sed to hear

evidence, Haying that he had already Been the parties outHide tho

court, tVc. Of Judge Fraser it waH testificid, tliat ut one time, in

onhir to nonsuit a client, he produc<!d a letter from a party inter-

ested in the Huit, denying certain fucts, whicii Liter he accepted

for evidence; that in another cause ho stopped th(! suit, merely

observing that he knew the defendant, and that he was a man

quite incapable of doing what he was accused of. .Judge South-

ouse, it was proved, owned that ho knew nothing of Oallo-Canadian

jurisprudence (/a cmUumc tU: Purls ; that he decided accord' tig

to his own sense of the fitness of things self-complncontly calling

it " e(iuity '

) ; while ex-govornor llaldimand, by taking his seat

on the judicial bench, in the supreme court, and prompting tiie

judges, had caused M. du Calvet to lose the sum of £(5,000.

This investigation made manifest that most of tho Hritish

judges ruled in accordance with the law of England, while the

Canadian judges were guided in their decisions by French juris-

prudence; that others again, discarding both upon occasion, de-

termined causes on principles of " natural equity," or, it miglit be,

in conformity with their own interest. It was proved that the

court of appeal itself openly violated tho directions expressly

laid down in the act of 1774 ; and fell b.ick on he royal instruc-

tions given to the governors, as a justification for deciding accord-

ing to English law and practice. In a general way, the fun. tioa-

aries whose doings were brought to light by these investigations,

attributed their (alleged undeserved) di.sgrace to malicious and

perjured informers
; and, more especially, that it originated in the

Vol. 111.—
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fcvongofulncss of cortuin fraudulent traders, "whom they (the

jud:,'08) had ri^htcouHly niuloted of £100,000 for attempting to

pass tlieir goodvS without paying cuHtonis' dues." The judges in

tito court of common picas, Messrs. Mabano, l*anot, and Dunn,

threw the blame of wliatever appeared to be censurable in tlicir

practice, on Chief-Justice Smith, the sworn foe alike of the laws

and persons of the Canadians. A partisan functionary he was

indeed, who without ceasing fostered difTcrenccs between the colo-

nists and the mother country, in order to manii'est his afl'cctcd

Koal for her interests, and obtain recognition of his own invaluable

Borvicos ! On the other hand, moved by an evil personal animus

duo to the rojcction of his law-project by the council, he preferred

several grave accusations against the common pleas' judges named

above, which they had to rebut in pros nee of the governor.

The report of the committee on trade merely echoed in its con-

clusions the opinions of those merchants whoso testimony was ad-

duced. The latter n»et in Quebec and at Montreal, and agreed

upon the nature of their replies to anticipated interrogations. The

merchants examined, however, did not confine their volunteered

testimony to the proper subjects they were consulted upon ; collec-

tively, expressing their opinions m to the jurisprudence, justice,

ftud government of the 'iolony : sciKing the opportunity presented

to demand the entire adoption of English law and practice, in-

cluding trial by jury in all cases, English conveyancing, succession to

property real and personal, &o. " Our tribunals," they said, "as at

present constituted, decide according to no uniform tystem : somo

rule according to French law, others I'ollow English practice;

these, in conformity to lioman jurisprudence—those, according to

simple equity. Judges and clients have recourse to ouc or the

other system just as their interest, their sympathies, or their ca-

prices direct." Thus Canadian clients, if wo may believe Sir

James Marriott, wore then wont to invoke English law, when they

thought it would be favourable to them in any given case. Tho

traders consulted on the occasion, profiled by it to solicit the con-

cession of an elective ussembly; in justification of which demand

they referred to the reasons ^^'iven for it in their petition of 1785.

Tho committee of trade reported, on ita part, that the commer-

cial witnesses examined had treated tho question of the couditiou

Si-—.111 ..{<>/
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and wants of tho province witli much profundity, grea!, prccinion,

and sound ju Igiuunt : they also reconnnonded tho governor to yield

attentive regard to the conclusiona which tho former arrived at.

Tho territorial coinmitteo cxpredsod its disapproval of feudal

tenures; which were the cause, it was alleged, of tho colony mak-

ing little progress under French domination ; and suggested that

they should be superseded in favour of laridholding by " free and

common soccage;" in order (it was added) to retain British im-

migrants in the province. A suggestion wsis thrown out, also,

that the iiel.<jncuis (feudal landlords) and their tenant vassals [vcii-

sUaii'cs) ought to be vested with the faculty of oonnnuting the

tenure of their lands, so as to hasten a total change (desiderated by

the committee) ; and, furthermore, the adoption of the British law

of primogeniture was recommended, in view of constraining dis-

inherited younger sons to settle upon new domains.

The iniluence of the chief-justice made itself felt in the last-

named committee, as in all the rest. Its conclusions, too, were

supported by a leading member of the Canadian feudalry; namely,

Charles Tarieu de Lanauditiro, knight of Saint-Louis, aide de-camp

of the governor, and intendant-general of highways. This noble-

man (^gcnlUhuinme) was a penson of cultivated mind ; who, having

visited Britain, had, no question, tl'.ere learned to calculate, llis

seigniories had an area of nearly 35 square leagues, and very little

of this * great supcrlicies had been conceded by him as yet. He
(thus) became aware, that if he were created absolute proprietor

of the soil, he might sell or grant his lands on such terms as he

should think fit ; and that if he thereby must perforce renounce

his feudal dues,—such as cats ct rentes, lods et ventcs, droits de

hanaUt6 et dcjustic€,\—he would recover his losses in that direc-

tion, more apparent than real, by tho rack-rents he would lay

upon his (so-called) free tenants. Thus when attorney-general

• The observant reader will of course note , obiter, the above sneer at

tho " nation de marchands," as well as numerous others before. The

occasiou was tempting, perhaps ; so tho author, it seems, could not let

tho opportunity pass by.

—

B.

f Tho meaning of these terms, so fur as their equivalents can bo found

in tho vernacular of an early enfranchisd race, we have added else-

where.

—

B.

1
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Williiun,' wafl consulted by the governor n.; to the deBirubility of a

olmnge from Ht'ignoriul to free tenure, ho (nhrowdly) roniurked,

tluit it" it wouhl bo very advant^igeouH t« the feudal landholders, it

must needs be detrimental to their ttMiants.

The report of the territorial eoniniittee, none the Icsh, was fol-

lowed by a law-project founded on its rocomni-ndati')n8 in that

regard. As soon as this Iwcame publicly known, several Cana-

dians, among whom were Messrs. de 1Jon no, Bedard, and do St.

Ours, nuide reprosentjitions against the proposed measure to the

governor. They said that they desired nothing so much as the

well-being of the cultivators of the soil, but were determined to

unite in oppcwition to the innovation proposed, which would really

be prejudicial to them : remarking, at the same time, that there

was only one seigneur (M. do La!laudiL^ro) who solicited the

abolition of the feudal t<>.nurt»s ; they observed, too, that his replies

to tiuestions put to him in conmiittee, conveyed insinuations, not

entirely justitiod by facts, deprecatory of the seignorial system

established in Canada ; that in his res})onses he made an (unfair)

enumeration of " humiliating servitudes " which (ho must have

known) had long since fallen into disuse, or even been .specitically

abrogated by reformed laws [la cxnitnnie) introduced to the colony;

lastly, the remonstrants predicted, that the seigneurs, bectune ab

Bolute proprietors of immense tract.s of land, would be able to

subdivide them at will, and (almost certainly) concede or sell por-

ti«»n8 of them on the most onerous conditions ; thereby depriving

husbandmen of the right (they proviimsly enjoyed) of obliging their

lords to grant them holdings ai rotuie.*

These representations were sust^iined in the council by M. Ma-

bane, the most rcdoubtnblo opponent of Smith, and with such

eflfect that LananiiiVe's project proved abortive. i
,

The labours of the committetMm public cdiroation, were, per-

haps, of yet greater imjwrtance, as aflfecting the ta* ^re interests of

the colony, than those of all the oth rs. There tiistcd in Canada,

as yet, no organized systeiu of elementary instruction for its peo-

ple. Schooli' were to bo found nowhere outside the larger towns

{viUat) ;
unless, indeed, we give that name to a few classes

oix5ned up temporarily here and there, in country districts, by

* Moan tenure ; ^aviUenage.

lettc
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rests of

Its pco-

towns

olusses

licts, by

mt'ndioant monks in their ruriil rounds ; or, haply, n gnlhcring

of cluldron by some parish priest (cwr*?), friendly to letters, who

ijupartod to thoni tlio first prineiplos of graniiuur.

The Jesuit*!, indeed, gave a number of youths u solid education

in their college at Quebec ; and it wjw in their class-rooms were

trained most of the leading Canadians whoso names figure to

advantage in our early annals. But that establishment exist^jd

no longer ; and but for the seminiiries, which extended the range

of their original proper functions to supply, in part, ndiicationa'

deficiencies, the torch of science would have been all but extin-

guished among us. But institutions for training boys only, and

secularized ho far niorcly through ecclesiastical devotedness and

munificenoo, ill supplied the large educational wants even of the

cliief towns ; while the rest of the province was destitute of all

means of public instruction. The Seminary of St. Sulpitius at

Montreal maintained, from the time of (<//-/>?*/«) it/S eHtablislnncnt

a school, wherein 800 children were taught their letters gratui-

tously. The high-church authorities (fdhrhjue) of that city had

ai.so a pedagotiium (a>//*!^c) pretty well iVcquented; in which, after

1773, the belles-lettres were cultivated, and a beginning made in

toacliing arithmetic, geography, and the English language. The

landed gentry, too,
(
propriitnim^) and persons of substance, of the

district, had applied to the bishop of Qucbee to constitute professor-

ships of mathematics and philosophy. The Seminary of that city

rendered then, as it diKJS still, emin'^nt services to the cause of

letters in the colony. The bishop, being interrogated on this sub-

ject before the committee on education, tcKtified that " the Semi-

nary was 8up|X)rted out of its own revenues, the employment of

which was submitted to episcopal inspection ; the bishop, every year,

examining its accompts, both of receipts and expenditure, in every

particular. This foundation, accoraing to its original titles, was

bound only to train young men intended to enter into holy orders,

to supply a succession of clergy for the diocese. Nevertheless, over

since the Conquest, the Seminarists have charged themselves, vol-

untarily and gratuitously, with public iiiK -uction. Besides theol-

ogy, their professors teach the clas.^io8 ((<« humnnith), rhetoric,

philosophy, physics, g*-<igraphy, arithmetic, and every branch of

mathematical science. From the Quebec Senunary there iseuc

..V
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«lnilv, Hhidontfl pui<''i| In ovory filHiv^ '<<iil pinrrHPinii, till onpnltlc of

•ulv!UU'in(.r Ihnnwlvt'n. imhI iinl i< few likt'ly <<» <l" Ihmiiuii' <o flu'ir

(onclnMM ,'iiul ox;\lf lli(» o.Ttlil of llioir cnimii'V. Ol'micli w«mm> imoo

M. ilo fi(<ry, M. i|«> HhIhImmtv, M. <'iij»;tU't, jmiinf, nml M. Don-

olii<i<ntMUix. I rrlViiin Iroiii tiniMing n gntnt nntiibor nf tliHliti-'

p;ni«luM| olorioalw, witn li;ul their iMMilcinio (niiitiu^r in our Mcmi-

nnry."

'I'lio ItJMliop nolit'itoil llu'oivil iinllvMilioH (o (iinliMJi'i' llicf^nlilicry

ImiTMckoil in \\u> ,]v<<\\\\'<' ooll»>;r<' l)nil"linf',M. wlnMfin lio |irii|it»P(>tl

to opo(n'li>«si»f» for t<v»ol»ii\;.x civil law. nt.illn<ninU(«f», nnvij^ntittn. i"!!!'.,

in onlor to |»hvp tlio wnv f^^v Innndini!; it univcrpily nt n futuro

tinio . (or. nn vol, he tlid not licjitn-o tliiit tlio populalio?i wii« untfl'

ciontly nnnu'i-»>nn to nniko it iiilvi«nl»lo toi' lh«» i-olony lo mniport. n

oonHtiluti'd Itmly of roonlur |>r">l\'KHor.'«. " Tlirio nl'o." Iio ii'niiirk-

jhI, " lonr towns in iho pi-ovinoo . oiu'. ^Viliiiiin lloniy (SorcH,

now «lo'*oli»lo«l ; Tn»iH Hivii^ros (Tlin'p ItivorH), wliich luirtlly

merits tlio nsuno ofn town. Thoi-onrehut Iwotirlmn conimnnition

of rtny noft>. (,>nt'l»w lunl Montreal , ami oven in Ihenj llie popiilii*

tions ai"e Itnt peanty."

Tho epis«»<»pal see wan tlten pn>!«iilei| civor l»y M. Ifnbrrt, w1»n

nueeeeiled M. «le KMitlis as liisliop iti 17SM. It was in ITMI aat,

M. Itrian<l. throutih aihaneed ar.e ami liinlily inllrmilieM. renonm'ed

lus epi.xeopal I'nnetions. ami vettred into the Seminary. Cardimd

Antonelli. papal peoretnry, wrote fnnn Home, that the Holy Soo

('onhl net lind words st ron^t enontrh lo express it» »enne of his mo*

riltnions servioen to the Chnreh. M. de Ksirlis, his eoadjntor, then

Invome hishop of l»>neltre. was indneted Peeemher U. lie, in

turn, had eho,«ien f>r e<»adjtilor IM, llnlu>rt, wht» was nominated

bishop of Ahnyra in 17S5, hy Pins VI, and «'pis,opally eonso-

crated at Qnelnv in I 7St>.

The eoadjntor (assistant and n8\ndly snoiv'spor) (d' M. Ilnhert

wan M. Hfilly de Mossein, parish priest (rur^) of 1'einte anx Treni-

hlw; wh«>«' ttOor ot^ndnot staniped him for II man tinworthy of

hin ealliniT nnd rank, lie had been noniinat 'd, l»y the reiju'ning

jMMititr, k<) 17SS. bishop of Cap.'.a in futrfHuis iu/iifi'llinn, nnd

i'on.veerat.v!. as sneh, at Qnebee, in 17^^'.'. The eomn\itle»> of I'dn-

ealion addressed .piestions on that, subji^ol tct this pi rsct). In hiA

iMit*wor» ho affooUd to npoak in Ha(i«icttl disparagement of tho
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cjUnlifioN nC M IIiiImmI IIi« mlvt-rl'Ml to fi " puplonil Ii'Kcr

[m iiiiti mnif) ol' (lio ^rrniid iimOi," by wiiy nf llintwiii;^ rifliniiln on

wiiin< iCHpoiiHfM ol' Mio hiMliMp, M. Iliiilly llttil Im'Coiiio 11 WTviln

r^rciihin* nf Mil' HilliHli pnrty, hi* iniicli pmlinlily tlirnii^ijli tililiipiity

nrjiii),>/iiioiil iin rriiMi tiiiiliilii)iiH iiiiilivi'M. Iliippily liin <l<'Hliiiy wiiN

iinllo iniiko (^iii>lMM»'fi rpiw'Mpiil }|iii»ni« " <ln> Rent ol' llio NOMriior;"

ftir lii« tliiMl in llii' ynir I7!M, iiciirly tliroi' yonf« prcviMiiR (o

{\w <» OCI'IIMO Ol M II iilioiM

Tito (vimmitlt'o nrioi'wui'th Innk info nuiHiilri'dtiiin wliiil. pro

viHiiin oxInImI lor tlio iMliicnlinii ol' fiMiiiilrH, 'I'lio i'oiii.fr('|i;iili(itiiil

ntiiii^ of Qii(>l)i«i^ iitiil INf niiMroiil, il. iippi'iiriMl, uiriciiibMl im tviuOicrH in

m'voriil ^irlc' roIiooIm in fowii iiinl fitmifry, iiml llio iiiiuilM<r oi' niioli

pcIiooIr wiiN im-nviHiii};. 'I'lio nrHnlinrw, nml fho ^iHlorn of l.lio

(li>iii>riil lliiMpiliil iiIno, wcro iiiMlriictrt'WHOM In (^ucIm'p iiikI 'I'roiH

IliviAi't'M.

Allrr ('tilliM'lini^ iiml pnNniii;; in review till oliliiin!ilili« (lulu, llm

couiniiH«M> ilrcw ufi itnil pri'rti'nlod iH report, in wliirli pnipoHaJM

wiM'd miido lo oRliildiMli :— ** * * f'"*^ '^'
"

»

1. MliMiicnliiry hoIiooIh III nil till' piirinln'R. *

2. PiMlriol HidioolH [t'i'ittrH ifi' rnnifi'), lor livmliini^ iiritliini'llf, flin

(two) lini):iiiit:;i'M, (rriiinimir. Iinok kccpin;:, ):ini)!;iiiji:, iiiivi|i;iitiori,

liiiid tiKMiRorini^, and tlio pnn'lii'nl lirntudir^t of iniitlii'iniificn,

H. A univorHity, lor inipiirtin^; ii knowlcdp* mI' tlio Hi<i<>nifOH iiiid

liltoriil i)rt!4. I In ndinini'ttriitioii to |ii< iindrr lli<> i-ontrol (ifa Hoiinl

ooinportod of tlii' idiiid' jndj.^(»H, tlio hiHiiopH (oiitlirdic timl prot^-M

tant), witli Id 'JO loiidin;^ oitlzoiiR ; tlio liitfor n-nowiiMct liy a

niujority of voIcr.

hiiHfly, tlio oniiiniiltoo prnpoMod lo tu>i iiHido, lor tlio iiiiiiiitoninicn

ofiH vitrtt syHtoni of piilili<> cdii iifion, lli<» owtntoR ol' t||i« .IcmiitH;

(dNon portion ol' tlioorowii IiukIh, <d'wlii<di Lord iNtndioMlor iilmidy

Ittid proourod ii pnrvoy in tliiit vii'W ; likowino llm nniitiiil iiiloroKfc

ol' ,1*1 ,2(10. l)0((iio»tliod |»y tlio |.^roiit |diiloHop|irr Mr. lioylo lor

Rpnvulin;^ tlio Protiv^tiint I'liilli in tlio Hritisli ColonioH,

—

n lopioy

wliiidi I'onld not ho l(';j,ally oniployod in I'nvour ol' tlio TUiitod

Stfitos, tlion Iicooiiio indopojidorit.

Notwitlisliiiidiii;^ llio lOMMoiiiililoncPH nnl iirpMioy ol' \\h iiiiport.'inli

roooiinnoiidiiiioiM, tlio report of tlio ooinniitU'o Toll doud horn nt tlio

ihro.sliold of tlio ooiiimitli.i! room ; urid |H)rtionH ol'tlK; lundN, limn

|i'
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nnniiiially afisignod for cducationul purponos, wore nflcrwanls

grauti'd U) the creatures or favourites of iiien in |)ower.

Tho order of JcHuitH, having hoen ahohahcd in l'?(»2, those of

the number who renidod in (^anada would neceswirily have no

Buc'H'Hsors ; and tho government, lending a ready car to dcnpoiling

fi'lvisern, Heized theopjxyrtunity presented by that dis-incorporat ion

to |H)88iW8 itwlf ot their hindcd property. In France, the decrees

which ordained the PupprcHsion of tl>e order, rukMl t!u»t it« col-

leges, soniinaries, and worldly Hubstanoe, thitherto consfccratcd to

educatior.al purposes, should still retain that destination. In

Canadii, on the contrary, the govermuent inclin(>d to take for its

exemplar the system folh»wed in lintain during Reformation

timos; when the revenues of religious and scholastic foundations

—colleges, monasteries, rich abbeys—became the prey of a crowd

of otHjrtiers, and prizes for apimtacy. Tho disptmibility of the

Canadian Jesuits' estates had already excited the personal cupid-

ity of Lord Amherst and (jioorgc III, in a moment of inconsid-

erate liberality, wii« surprisr^d into a promise that they should bo

consigned for his Kjrdship's use. The Jesuit*' college was closed

agjiinst tho students, by tho military administration, in 177(),

their olai<s-roomH being oonvertAid into audienco-halls, reposiUjries

for public arohivos, provision store-rooms, Ac. ; one portion of tho

buildings being luade a, prison. Soon thereafter, the greatest

part of the whole edifico was turned into a barrack ; leaving tho

remainder, with the cha[Kd, for the use of any surviving Jesuits.

When the cliief crown lawyers, in London, applied for tho

nci^lful evidonts whereon to found a title to the property in favour

of Lord Amherst, them arose doubts and difficulties in thus

transferring it which becauto insuperable ; for, aft<3r years of re-

search, in tho colony, in Britiiin, and Franco, as to its origin,

naturo, and proper destination, th«j British government, become

enlightened on tho subject, gave an indemnity to the Andierst

fan;ily, and decided that tho revenues of the Jesuits' ostites should

be devoted to cducationa! purposes. Tho suppression of the

order was signified to tiio bishop of Quebec by tho pajKil govern-

ment, but was not promulgated for a time. According to the laws

regulating the management of ectjlcsiastical property, upon tho

bisliop rightly devolved the administration of the revcuues of tho
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BupproHSod foundation; but the colonial nttornoy gonoral (Monk)

and Holicitor gonorul (WillianiH) avorrcd, in 17HH, that thoJcHuits

having no civil oxintcnoo, an a Canadian corporation, thuir cHtateii

paHflcd ri'^litf'ully into poHHOHHion of tho crown.

Tiio reports of tlio Boveral ooniinittocH woro prc8cntt?d in tlioir

ord(!r to Lord DorchcHt«r, who transmitted thvm to the minintry

in England. Thoy lidpud to inoreaeo the already heavy stock of

slunib<!ring documents reposited in the colon ial-oflicc, the result

of investigations into the affairs of the province, over since the

year IHJO. ,,

A grave difficulty now arose. In 1764, Canada was divided

into two chief districts, the jurisdictions of Quebec and Montreal.

In 1788, Lord Dorchester, in conformity with an order in coun-

cil, accorded a kind of special government to the immigrant

loyalistM from the Unittid Htatos, who had settled on the seaboard

of the Laurentian gulf, and on the northern lakeboard of Ontario.

The territory they occupied was now subdivided into five chief

departments: one of these, that on the lower Ht. Lawrence, took

the name of Gaspd ; the other four, in Upper Canada, singularly

en(»ugh, had the Gernmnio app«jllutions given to them, of Lunen-

burg, Mecklenburg, Nassau, and Hesse.* The whole comprised

a vast surface of country. It was projxjsed, at first, to extend

thither the French laws of the olden province ; but as the Ameri-

can refugees located in the new neither understood those laws

nor could read the language they were written in, an ordinance

wos issued, in 1789, modifying the colonial jurisprudence so as to

supply the wants and conlbrin to the wishes of the parties. The

angUjiem in the lower province took occasion, from this tempo-

rary difficulty, once more to demand the revocation of the law of

1774, as being thenceforth inexecutablo ; and loudly demanded

• There was probably nothing fortuitous in the adoption of this qua-

ternion of appellations ; for they indicated royalist and protestant ideas.

The grand-ducal family of nrun8wick-/>unc7iftur^ was a branch of the

sovereign house of Hanover
;
Queen Charlotte had been princess of

JHeclelenburs;StTc\\U; William III, the champion of protoHtantism and

oveicoming antagonist of Louis XI V and Jesuitry, was head of the illus-

trious house ot Orangu-Namian ; and the princes of He$ae sent auxiliary

forces to combat American " rebels."—J3.

» <
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thiiti (lio KngliHil liiwH h)ii)ii1<I NtiprrHf'tlo all oUioit^ tltroiij/tiniit. Uio

oolnny. '

'I'lio ilipciiHrtiiitiH wliirli llniH arnsc on thin vrxnl «»il»jwt, luxl

iho rllci'l of il)'l<>rniiniit)!,' tlir> limm' imtlKnilifM in vnuw to « f«pftlo^

hiiMtl iiI'Mk' imiHor iti dchiilo, In IVMHor I7H!I. jiim« Ih-Cmi'*' IIio

H<Mii'riil inovniicMit fow.ifilM m rovoliilion look pluM', uliicli IiimI liorn

lonir proptit'ittir in I<'riiM<'(> nn)l olhrr ooiindici*, |ii>lilionp IVotn Jhrt

pHrii'itni* of i'(')in'Honti)(ioii (^ir Ciinruln w<'ro ovokcl l»y lln' liliorni

pwrty in purli.'inicnl. in proorol* tho di'MiniMlily of innkinir n j»oti-

(THnion (wliicli whs nnppoMt>(l lo W) iloniiintlcil by tlic prosit innjor-

I* V "'f iJ» ni'iiplo. Milt llicro wiiH, in f'nnf, ii (rnvit tlisHitlct.rft in

bit- cm nd iiin**li <'onH<>)|ii(<nt. ii^itnlion on tlio Mnlrjivil, iiniong

tho >
' nirtts rlllioiiirli llio pnlilio piiiitM, nc'cordiii}"; (o iis'c mikI

wont, lit thill tiiiio, wcro jiiinoxt cilont upon tlic Kniijrol, iih wi'll nn

on ovory ntlM'f topic; for |uilili('iil <liwMi»f»ion.*

Hoing iippri'licnsivo, prolmhly, tlinl tlic intliictici' of riomlim

moroliiinls would givn rim> lo mmw «ii><MHion uiitavoiinihlo to rnnn-

diiin intoroflt', tlioinlnihitiintN orQnidioo nti<l Montnvd oppoMcd to

tho mprowontutivc nyHtPUi got up rcnowi'd potitionn to liord Do/-

• Tlip flIoH of llift (liKrlli' of i^uthee. iicnii'oly rIkiw ii |iiilitit'iil

"loftdor" niiy timt^ liptwpon llH.I and l7ua,—r Rtcrility of nini' yi'iirV

(tiiratinn. That jonrniil wnn a moro colloctiun »( locnl iiiinnuncoinntilfl,

»crn}>H of fonMgn iiilcllifiiMii'c, niol rcpriiils of jt"^''''''>>'i''<'t oiiliimncofl.

Tlio Quehrr thrwiti wiis lU'iirly of tin* liko ttinio ilmiftctor
;

liiit (luTe

occHHioiintlv i«|i|H>nri>il in il letlora (ronl ur liotiliouH) from nnoiiynuitig

CorrPspoiiitonla. In one of llu'so, sinnotl " I.opliliiM," diirrtoil Hgaiiint

tl«p cmntion of tt roiircsonlHlivc p:ov<Mnniont in tho colony, npiicnrR tliQ

fo^l(^\vini^r piis><!i(fo ri'irni'dinu (lio niotivcs to which wc hiivc nllrilintcii

Iho )>«ssinir of tlie law of 1774: "It is of public notoriety that tlio

Quoboc Act w«8 jjftcscd iihont the conuncnccment of the late n'licllioa

in the American colunieH, wliich is-ined i'l an extensive and com plicated

war, that shook the wliole Hrilisli empire and lojit olf thirteen provinces.

Kow the obvious purport of that law was to attach the king'H new Buh-

jecta more (irmly to his government. For, when the other province!

took up nrm^, tliey had in agitation to invite this colony to accede to

llie general confederacy
; therefore, to frustrate this inea-iure, the Ilrilish

(fovernment thought proper to pass the aforesaid act, l)y which Ilia

Majesily's ranadisin Hubjecta were entitled to the henelit of their own
lawg, HKngea, and oustoms." Qufbcr (weekly) IhnilJ, 9 lo It; November
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flhnnlor, in wliifli It wn« tlccIfinMl, flint, flicy [KTHiMfnl in formor

•Ir'tiiniKh (<tr JJif prowrviiiinfi n\' KhmicJi Ihwh, nnd llir rDiititiiinnno

of trbn nxiMlinir rrinntitiiliiiii. OlIicrH, id' like iiiifKirt, )in»l yol

»«tTf»nj^pr III rnjin-PHidn M(.niiim>, Kti(,»;li««li jiiriHfini(lrM»w, worn drnwn

lip, imtl pnwntiMl diiriin^ fli<> (nllowinji yi'iir. fii tlicir prfitioriN

f»f 17H(, t.li(> Hi;.iti<TM liiu! '•'•Mipliiiiic'l, fliiif. tlicy wrrci not, in full

«iiJMyMicii( (if fli''ii* ritolnvrd ) Ijiwm
; (iitil tlinf llip jpi^iHliif ivc coiinnil,

boinir two tliinl.M ItritiNli in OMiii|Mmilinn, iiiti(l)< Miomp Ihwm licnd to

thodpHirPM, nnd rnnlnrni Ut tlip intprpwfH of llip mnjority in cMinoil.

TliP Krcncli ('finndinn lihprnl«, nllyinjr tlipniwIvcH to tlip Rri

tinh [nirfy, i-fplinl |»y (VHintpr p<>titi(in<«, df^miindin^ o frpo consti-

itiiiiHi. Tlip Krpnnli-t'finiidinn.i, p(i||ocfivp|y, wpm now fiplit into

twr» dinlinpt pnrfipM, dC nliiHipt r«|iiiilly bidiincrd nuiiilidp, «trip fVif,

tlip iiIImt (iirjiiiiMt tlip infrnduptinn <t\' rp|irfMPntufivi povprninpnt..

In Imtli tliPfp wprp ihpii nfunlMtiinpo unci pnltlio uo aU\ 'iitidn ; hut

ftiwor ofwicli pxl«t4'd in flipliltprnl tliiin in tlip(H»r''prffti.ivn Rootion.

Thn Mrilifdi lil)priilH dpniiindpd only tlip intnidnrtion nf Kiioh

Knf^liHli lnw« lis lund rPHpppt to trial hy jnry nnd potniiiprrp ; ibo

C:in:idiiui rpnimiprH flpnircd, uunvj with tin* j^nmt of rpprpfpntn-

tion, fucli cliiinirpH !iH woidd not HnltMt.'infiiilly liiinf!;p Hip rild \nvrn

of tliP poIony. Tlip hitter llion;j^I)f, nnd rciiwirinldy loo, tlmt tlioir

ri{i;litfl wouM I'tn;' lipttpr in llip liiinda of'ii rpprpspntjitivp rij<MPinbly,

II iniijorily in wliipli wftnld lip conipospd of inrn of tl.cir own rnnn,

tlinn in timwi of tin; niPinlM-rH (»f ii |pf,,i«lnlivo onniipil wliprn two

in ovpry flupp were (d* nlicn origin. Ah for flip nrili^li pfirly,

(it innsi 1»(' owned) it lind now rpnonnpcd nil intent ol" depriving

tlio ciitholiPM of their [wditifsid ri^litn. The lunne ^ov<Tnnipnt,

nnd a niMJority in hoth Iiouhph of piirlianient, hiid heeii nlike in-

dlMpoHed to their pxeh'' ion, over Hineo tli(> \nHn of the ,'Southern pro-

vinonH. Kvoii MaHores, who onco mnnife8t<!d jiTnnatifinl (iXchiHivc-

nosH, never ceafiod, after the year ITH.'], to imprcHH nj»on tlu! pro-

toHtant parly his iKilief, that it nover wonid ohtain a frei; politioal

constitntitni withont the nnncurrenpe of C'ana<lian oatholioH.

The poiiservnlivps no sooiipr were apprized f)f the rejircscntationn

made hy Ihe eotisfitutionali.«ts, than they returned to the ohargo

ngainHt them with fresli nieniorialM. The repetitive petilioii.s from

Montreal of Deo. 22, 178H, were si^tipd hy 2,800 citi/.onK; but

thoHo got up hy the saino party had only 101 nuiiiCH a]ip(;iid(;d ; a

.1
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pluin cvidenoo that, in tho latter city, a ohunge of the cxiHting

syHtem wuh thought to be dettirable. An inHpection of the hi^na*

tures of both documentH proves, that in all cIuhhcs of colonial o-

oiety and even in the bosoniH of faiuilieH, opinions were divided

on the great question of the time : also that several seigneurs and

rich British proprietors, favourable in the year 1 774 to the oroa-

tion of an elective assembly, were opposed to it in 1788.

All the petitions and counter-petitions sent to England in kuc<

cession, were submitted to the British parliament, between 1785

and 1790 ; but the pressure of public business in the two houses,

during most of those years, prevented their being taken into due

consideration till the advent of that last named. Two years

before, indeed, the house of commons had promised to attend to

them. Next year (1789) Lord Grcnville, become colonial minis-

ter, sent a project of a constitution for Canada to Lord Dorchester,

with a desire. that he would give it his best consideration, and

trant.>mit any observations that occurred to him on the subject.

The independence achieved by the United States caused their

mother country to modify her colonial polity considerably. Se-

rious malcontent agitation was then rending her own bosom. The

British West India ports were closed against American traders,

preparatory to organizing a plan of fortification for those posses-

sions, then under consideration of parliament. The party in

opposition were making great efforts to obtain a repeal of the Test

Act, and a formal recognition of the rights of conscience. The

celebrated Wilberforce was labouring for the abolition of the

slave trade : a measure of incalculable consequence, in futurity,

for the hereditary slaves within the American Union ; lastly, the

home government, discarding its antique prepossessions, prepared

a constitution fon our province, hoping thereby to attach the

Gallo-Canadian catholics to British interests. All these projects

had for their object, either an intent to paralyze the liberal ideas

of the young republic, or to put Britain in a better position to

make head against its ambition in times coming, or else to tix a

thorn in the side of the Union ; by sounding, from the summits

of emancipated isles in the Mexican gulf, the trumpet of universal

liberty, the tones of which could not fail to reach across the sea,

act.

•f>
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and find a responsive echo in the cabins of the negro bonduion of

the Stiit<>8 * '

The plan for a constitution sent to Lord Dorchester, divided

Caniida into two provinces, contrary to the wish of that governor,

who expressed his disseiitirnent on that point, with reasons there-

for, in a despatch to the colonial minister. At the openinj; of

parliament, the king called its attention to the state of Canada,

and pointed out the necessity for a change in its system of govern-

ment. Soon thereafter, Mr. Pitt, then chancellor of the exche-

quer, recommended the commons to pass a bill for dividing the

" Province of Quebec " into two distinct colonics, under the names

of Upper and Lower Canada, each section to have a separate

elective assembly. *' The measure I intend to introduce," said

he, " is founded on the proposal, in that regard, submitted to us

by His Majesty, who recommended that the province should com-

prise two distinct Unrislatures, and each have its own aaministra-

tion. " This separation, I hope, (he said,) will put an end to the

competition between the old French inhabitants and the new set-

tlers from Britain and the British colonies :" this division, he trust •

ed, would be made in such a manner as to give each a great ma-

jority in its own particular part, although it could not be ex-

pected to draw a complete lino of separation. Any inconvenience,

however, to be apprehended from ancient Canadians being included

in the one, or British settlers in the other, would be averted by a

local legislature to be established in each.

** In imitation of the constitution of the mother country, he

should propose a Council and House of Assembly for each ; the

Assembly to be constituted in the usual manner, and the members

of the Council to be members for life ; reserving to his Majesty

to annex to certain honors an hereditary right of sitting in the

Council. All laws and ordinances of the province to remain

in force till altered by the new legislature. The habeas corpus

act, already law by an ordinance of the province, to be continued

as a fundamental principle of the constitution.

* The author'becomes quite anachronistic in the above complicated

passage ; confounding, as is plain to us, the abolition of the African or

over-sea slave-trade, with the local emancipatioa of the slaves in the

British colonies.—£.

« «

\
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" It WU8 further meant to mitko a provision for u protitatnnt

clur<{y in both (livi^ions, by an ullotinent of hui'ls in proportion

to those alruudy grunted ; und UH in one of them the majority of

Uic inhabitants would be cutholiea, it wn.-t meant to provide

that it uhould not bo lawful for Iuh Majesty to uMHent to

future grants for tluH purpose, without first Kubmitting them to

the consideration of the British Parliament. Land-tenureH wore

to bo settled, in Lower Canada, by the local legislature. In IJppor

Canada, the settlers being chiefly British, all such tenures were to

be in soccago. To prevent any the like di.>ipute us that whiuh

separated the thirteen states from the mother country, it was pro-

vided that the British Parliament should im]M)se no tuxes but suoh

as mi^ht bo necessary for the regulation of trade and conimeroo
j

and, to guard against the abuse of this power, all imitosts were to

be levied and disposed of by the legislature of each division."

Such were the memorable words by which the British premier

aDDounced to tho Canadians, in the name of his country, that

their nationality, conformably to the rights of nations, would bo

respected ; and that, for their greater assurance, Canada was to

be divided into two provinces ; so that the inhabitants of each

might enjoy in peace their several laws und institutions, withia

separate jurisdictions.

After introducing tho bill thus announced by Mr. Pitt, tho

British petitioners who had demanded a Constitutional govern-

ment, and who counted on deceiving all others in the matter

—

the ministry, tho British people, and the French Canadians aliko

—were astounded at tho conditions laid down in the act, especi-

ally those which gave equal electoral rights to the men of the two

races. They now threw aside the mask, became perfectly furious,

and charged their agent in London to protest with all his might

against the principle of the measure. Several merchants of Lon-

don joined in tho same clamour. Adum Lymburner had already

transmitted to Lord CJrenville a plan of representation for Cana-

da, but it was founded on considerations so extravagant (outre) that

it was at once rejected. The opponents of Pitt's bill were heard

in opposition to its several enactments at the bar . of the house of

Commons. Their chief general argument was, that British

interests in the colony were sacrificed by them : and tlicy enlarged
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on tho ovils that would huvo to bo onduri'd by l{rill»li jncrcliuiitfl

and rcsidojitH, if le^^iHlaiion wen; put in tiio bands of (lallo-Cuiio-

dians, (obstiiiutely) uttuclicd, u8 tbey wcro, to Frt'ucb hiWH.*

Tb'iH party, tiver hostilo to tb< Froncb Canadians, and wbicb bad,

in ^774, tried to picvont thoir buinjj; rcprcsontcd in any way,

undor prcioxt tbat, an catbolics, tiicy wure nut ont'ninebi^uble;

thcao men were j^Iad, after tbo American rcvobition terminated, to

guiu our concurrence in deniundin;^ tbo conceHsion of a legiHlativo

assembly from tho bomo govcnunent, tbey well knowintr 'liat it

would never bave been accorded at tbeir instance. During two

years did tbey draw up witb tbo men of our ruco, to obtain their

signatures to a demand maoi. i:) common. Tbey now sot about

aoting on British Hymp-ithios in tho mother country, in order to

regain such a preponderance in times comitig us tbey bud always

enjoyed till the propr)sed bill bcc;ime law. When the party learn-

ed, therefore, that Canada was to be divided into two ]>rovinccH,

its loading members recognized, when too late, that they bud

uissod tbeir aim ; that tbeir days of domination weru numbered,

for their supremacy would never again bo so complete us it bad

been ; and that, in fine, their long dissimulation bad become boot-

less in helping them to gain thoir sinister ends. " This law,"

said Mr. Powys, their advocate, " will not satisfy those who asked

for a change, as it does not fulfil the conditions wo bad in view

in soliciting it," Tho Canadian conservatives took occasion, at

this turn, to banter the constitutionalists on their ulliancc with

the eomuion enemies of both. The latter contented themselves

with observing, that if too much trust bad been put in men whoso

good faith was problematical, honest credulity was not answer-

able for the double dealing of its associates ; and that, in any ease,

a desirable project was now realized
;
partly too, by tbo alliance of

those who had rather tbat it miscarried.

Before tho bill passed its third reading in the commons' house,

Lord Sheffield presented a new obstructive application ugainst it

* There was presented, at the same time, a request on tho part of sev-

eral merchants of Quebec, praying tbat tbo parliament would reject

the new constitution ; because, after passing a government bill ea-

francliiziug the Ounadians, they feared that an iaiiuily of difficulties

would arwe, to the great detriment of trade, -i n .^' !- •" 'i rf "•>

!'
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fVom Tiytnliunu'i", who |)ut liiiiiHi'll' I'urwurtl iih o nwnvlitcd a out

nf nil tliiMtniir«litiilioiiiiliHtH id' (!iinii<lti; ii Hi^;ii ' oxiMiipliir nf (hn

i1iiii^;i>f iitltMiilii {\w pi'i'tiiittiii^ liny tiinii to diko <i|ioii liitii tlio

<liHi^liiirfji;o of II politinil itiinpiioii, in iiiiiii)< of (MniHtitiKMilH wIioho

vii'WM iird not in pt>t'ii<ct iioiMtntnniMi willi liin own. Al! f'nrllior

oppoMition to llio ini<tiHiin\ liowi>vor, loll to tli<* ground. Al'li'i' a

It'w iitiMMi<lni<MitN w<>ro (Jim'iinm'd iinil iliHpoHiMJ of, incliiiling

Kinon^ (lioMo iiiloptiMJ on«< I'or iniTiMiHin^; tlin niitnhor of rrprcNiMi*

(iilivoH, l.lio liiil piir«H<<«l, wiilioiit ii iliviHion, in lioMi Itoiim'N of l'iir«

liiiin«>n(,

'rii(> int'tiNiiro rt>iM>iv<><l llu^ HpoiMiil Hiipport of iJio illiiNli-ioiin

KiIiiimihI lliii'ko. " Kor iih (o iittnnpt," oIihoi'VimI tliiH Hliilt'Niniin,

" lo aiiittl^iinitit*^ two popiiliitioiiN 4V)in|MiNo<| of i'ikm'n of ni(*n (livci'Hn

in iiin^iiii^o, liiWH, iiiul linliilinlcH, in a <ioiiipli>t<> iilmiiniity. L<<b

tho propoNoil I'oiiNliiiHion lio fontKlcil on nuin'H natiirr, tho only

Nolid liiiMiH for an (>n*liii'in^ ^;ov«>rnni(<iit."

(Miarl*<N •laiiifH Kox, an a tnciiilM'r of \\w wW\f.r purty, or nionoy-

c*l an<l roinincirial Noolion of HritiKli Ic^iHliitotH, olijcctcd to tlin

(liviNioii of tho provi'uM* into two i^ovi^rnincMtM ; Init liin ^rciifc

uiiiid, Ntill (loniiiitit4'<i iiy principlcM wliicli intliioniiiuill ol(<viit<><l iin*l

^on«>rouH natiircM, propomMi that th«> IrgiHlativo ooiiikmI nIiouIiI ho

cicotivo, liooaMMt^ thoro worn no nobhv, or at loiiHt no (iIuhn whioli

ooulti h(> fairly aivMtiiiittMi nohic, in TaiuKia ; and hn iiIho proponed

that lilt' roprt'm'ntativ«> aHsvinhly (in Lower! !anadii ) hIioiiIiI have 1 (M)

nienilKM-H. " It In important," he further ohHervcd, " that thiH

colony, HO worthy of lilnTty, and HUneeptibKi of pr«>^reHH, hIiomIiI

Hei^ nothing to envy in itn neighhoiu'N. (/anathi ought to remain

attaehed to Oreiit liritnin through the good will of the OiinailiatiH

alone ; it will be impoHNible for uh to retain it under any other

OonditiouH: but in order to thin, they iniiHt feel that their nitua-
'

tioii nhall he an favourable an that of tho people of thu neigh-

bouring States."

It wiiH during these debaten that the digresnionH of Uiirke, on

tho n^volutionary prineiploa then in aetion among {\n-. Kreiieh |h!o<

plo, Itid to one of thoHO unfortunato (iiiVerenceH whieh Honietimeg

pait ol<i friendH for ever. Uurke and Fox had long been |H>rHonally

iutiinat.0. Their gn>at oratorical ()<)werH, thoir vaHt intelligence, had

not Hurvod to luuko them jealous of ouoh other) but political and
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il und

pliiloHopliiotil Hviupnlliy Ht^!n^th<JlM»l ilio tioH of nircclion wlii'-h

IxMttul thoia to^otlMT. Hilt lliirko iiMiornid tlio |iriii<;i{*loH arid

pri)OU(i(liti;{H oi' tlid Kruiiuh niVdlutidtiiHt^ ; wliilo l\>x, ort tlio cori-

triivy, uiiibruuud t\u'\r uiiuhd witli nrdour. On tlio (Stli of Mhj,

!7!M, whilo (liHOUHHii^' 'lit* oliiuriim of tlio (JiuiiDliaii Aot, til oii<; of

lli()H«) Hliurp turiiiii^H nmiitl ii uuriicr which HotiKtliiiiim oftciir in poll

tical iir^uiiuiiitatioMH, Kox unwittingly lut drivu it^uit•Hl Kurkt; hy

Hiitldoniy (|K)rhiipH hluntly) mittin^ him ri^ht on a point of ordctr,

when tho latUir ininicdiatuly nswtntod th(! inloHoriMUM) with unconi-

nion hittctrnuHH. Not contont witli donif/ ho, h<; hiun<;)i<.:d n-proachcH

at Kox, ro^ardiii^ (an imaginary) coolnc!HH Iw had m-ru in him for

a li'iigtli of tiiiiu paHl, and tliiiH conrludod Imh (iindt'Httrvfd j dia

trilaj :
" To rutuin to Ihti )H)int in hand— it iH a rpirHtion not of

routino, but of prinoiphi. it in Hiniply IhiH, upon what haniH iH

thlH now govurnntont for (Canada Ut Ih; formitd / It in, p<;rhapH,

an indiHcrotion, at nty advuncod yuurH, to p/ovoko uncmicH
; hut I

will rink all that, and with my hint wordu <;X(daim, Hhiin all

l<'ri!n(!h (tonHtitutiunaliHni I" Kox anxiourtly whiMpiTrd acroHH thu

tablu of Ihu houHu, " Thuru Ih no Iokh of l<-icndNhip bi>tw)!<;n uh <o

fuUuw tliiH, Kit mc! hopu y" " Voh," r<!pliud liurko aloud; " thcr*;

in u luHH o\' friundHhip. I kniiW the prico uf thu courHu J Khali

hunoufortli tak«i : I havu donu my duty at thu liacrilicu of tht; par-

tiality fur ntu of him 1 havu long lovud. Our friond^l>ip iH ut an

end! I <piit thu (ruvolutionary) camp." Ho Hayin; iio (juitUid

IiIh Ncat, and paHHud to unu <d' the op]H)Hitu bonchcH. Kox, who

had acutu HunHibilitioH, w:h moved tij tcarH, and wiiH fain t^o (^onct^al

tluti>> with hiH handn. Thu bruauh thuH htranguiy oponu'l wan

uuvur uloHud. Thu act wax aluu vigorouHly aHHailud in thu Iiouho of

puui'H,bv putitiunurH ugaiuutHuudry of itH provinionH; and two burriH-

turu wuru hired by thu upixmitioniHU tu gci, uxuluHionizing principluM

nlid into it ; but thuHu utlompUt at itti Hophintieation wuru uvun Iuhh

hcudod than othuru thu like had buun in thu houw; of commonn.

" The att'iuhmunt of thu Canadiuns to thuir olden way.s," Hiiid

Lord (irunvillu, " Idih buun truatud aw cauHud by purblind [iru-

judicu against KngliHh law and practicu. I think that thuir

attauhmunt to Fruuch jurinprudoncu and traditiouH dtwirvuH

auothur numu than prujudiuu : fur, in my iduu, it ih founded ou

Vol. lU—tf
.. ., . ^ .

• « i

»

I
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the very nature of thinga, or rather, I should say, on the noblest

sentiments in the human breast."

The king himself, who of all born Britons showed the most

sympathy foi' the Frerich-Canadii.ns, thanked the two houses, in

his prorogation speech, for according them a constitution.

When the new law came into operation, Canada passed under

the rule of the fourth government set over her during the past 31

years. Martial law it had to endure from 1760 till 1763 ; mili-

tary sway from 1763 till 1774 ; civil absolutism from 1774 till

1791 ; finally, a third-part elective system, to commence in 1792.

Under the three first dominations the people had merely as many

varieties of virtual despotism to live under. As to the fourth, it

was necessary to have experience of its working before men could

form any proper judgement of its nature ; for that alone would

bring into view its advantages or evils ; as much must necessarily

depend, not on its theoretical value, but on the practical way in

which the home and colonial administrations would see it carried

out.

After dividing Canada into t vo provinces, and apportioning

the laws and regulations which were to prevail in each, the new

oonstituticn provided, that all public functionaries, beginning

with the governor-general, should be nominated by the crown, and

be removable -it the royal pleasure ; that the free exercise of the

catholic religion, with the conservation of its rights, including the

power of customary tithing should be guaranteed permanently

;

that the protestant laity should also become bound to support their

clergy ; that the king should have the right to set apart, for the

use of the Anglican Church establishment in the colony, a seventh

part of all uncleared crown lands ; reserving to himself in exchange,

the right of appointing incumbents to vacant benefices. It was

also enacted, that the right of bequeathing property, real and

personal, should bo absolute and unrestricted for all testators and

testatrices. English criminal jurisprudence to be that of Canada

likewise. In each province there were to be instituted,—1. A
legislative council : that of Lower Canada to be composed of 15

members : the Upper Canadian council, to be seven strong only.

2. A Legislative Assembly of at least 50 members, in Lower

Canada ; in the assembly of the upper province 16 to suffice for



THE LEOI8LATIVJ COUNCIL.
»

the time. The members for botli to be elected by owners of real

property of the annual value of £2 sterling, in the rural districts

;

and those having holdings worth £5 a year, in the towns. Or
else, by tenants in urban localities, paying a yearly rent of £10.

All powers of legislation for the colony to reside in the assembly

and legislative council conjointly, the king or his chief represen-

tative having, the former a veto, the latter a powe • of delaying as

to any acts they should disapprove of. The duration of each par-

liament thus constituted, not to exceed four years ; and the two

houses (chamhres) to be convoked in session once at least in every

year. All questions in debate to be decided by a simple majority

of votes.

A (select) executive council, the members to be of royal nomi-

nation, to advise the governor, was institated
; with the powers of

a court of appeal in civil matters.

Such was the constitution of 1791. Maugrc its numerous im-

perfections, some of which were fundamental defects, it endowed

the colony with a government in which the people could make

their voice heard in reprobation of state abuses, even if it might

not force or induce the executive to abate or abolish them.

Upper Canada, finding itself thenceforth separated from the

lower province, we continue its history no further
;

the object of

this work being to trace that of the French-Canadian people,

w^ose annals expand or contract according as the limits of their

territory are extended or abridged by the polity of the home

government.*

At the epoch of the introduction of constitutional government,

the local population of Canada might amount to nearly 135,000

souls ; of whom 10,000 were located, at wide intervals, in the upper

province ; the whole number of people of British race, was scarcely

15,000. Therj^ was 1,570,000 acres (arpenta) of land under cul-

tivation. In 17t'5, the whites in the colony were about 69,000 in

all ; and at thai time there were a few more than 7,000 savages

within its bounds. There were then 955,754 acres of tilled land,

..V . I.

1 «

*
. . . . " peuple cauadion-franfnis, dont lea annalcs s'^tendcnt ou go

restreignent, Bclon que lea limitus do son tcrritoire sont reculdea ou

r^aaerrdos par la politique m<)tropoUtaiae."-—Vol. III. p. 75
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ia 110 parishes, outside (outre) the towns.* Tb 'Julio Oaiia-

diaa population had doubled every thirty years, r- jkcuiL'^j' from

A. D. 1679. It was, at the latter date, 9,100 sou? 3; 24,400 in

1720 ; and 37,200 in 1734. It did not double betwet>n 1734

and 1VG5, on account of the waste of life incurred through wars

which filled up much of that tract of time, and the emigration

to France which ensued upon the conquest. After ITGIi, the

peopling of Hxe colony resumed its progression. *,

The trade of Canada had couunensuratoly increased. It was

in 1790, that the ancient division of the province into three dis-

tricts or department;? took place. The* blind hatred for all things

of French origin, had prompted the othci'wise causeless abolition

of the government of Trois-Rivi^res ; it was now rc-constitated

under the designation of a " district," by an ordinance of the

legislative council, for territorial divisions often levy their own

rates.f .

^

The granting (octroi) of a free constitution was commemorated

by a great public entertainment (banquet). An sissociation was

formed, taking the name, in accordance with a custom of the

time, of "the Constitutional Club," the principni aim of which

was to spread political knowledge throughout the country. Its

members met every week, for the discussion of political, commer-

cial, scientific, and literary questions, A manual of the constitu-

tion was published under the club's auspices, witli explanatory notes

appended, to make its nature better understood by the people.

Public education ; slio^ild there be an hereditary noblesse ? the ame-

lioration of agricalmK; the necessary <qualities in a representative

of the people,—these and other questions became subjects of dis-

cussion, which cxcittid great temporary interest; and volunteer

teachers came forward oflfering to educate the children of the people

gratuitously. But this ardour cooled by degrees, and imparted

• Letter of Gcaeral Murray to tbe lords-commissiouers of the Board

of Trade and Plantations : " Inhabited houses, 9,722 ; bullocks, 12,546

;

cows, 22,724; calves, &^., ]5,03i) ; eheep, 27,064; pigs, 28,976;

horsei-, 12,757.'' In 17(31, iue total population of t.'ie colony was only

60,000 souls, according to the estimate made of it by that general.

f".. carles divisions territorialcs s'imposent scuvent ellea-nieiuea.')
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no quickening in.^'ulso to the cvtcrers of news fo? *}).o ^^iblic

prints, who fHU maintained their wonted «ilcnco on political ques-

tions. Hardly did they publish the morit colourless opinions in

their anonymous correspondence. It was thus that the Gazette

de Montreal of Mesplet reported that a banquet had taken place,

but without venturing to indicate the locality it was holden in, or

naming those Montreal citizens present, at which the new consti-

tution had been hailed as a boon by the younger townsmen.

Among the toasts reported as havinj^ been drunk, after the king's

health waa duly honoured, we find the following

:

Abolition of feudal tenure.

Civil and religious freedom.

Liberty of the press.

Freedom and integrity of jurymen.

The French Revolution.

The Polish Revolution.

Revocation of the militia ordinance.

Revocation of all existing ordinances detrimental to personal

freedom.

Abolition of the system of investigations ; because it leads to

abuses, is hurtful, and gives rise to enmity and personal hatred.

From these demonstrations we may form some notion of the

spirit whitih animated Canadian citizens at that epoch of our

history,
.

Hv ' e we pause, in our narration, to cast a retrospective look for

a moment. Wo have now arrived near the close of the 18th

century, and at the epoch of the introduction of representative

government to Canada. Ever since the year 1755, we h:iN o seen

that every kind of calamity affli* tive to a people, conjoined to

crush the Canadians. War, famine, devastations alien subjuga-

tion {conquUe)^ eivil and military despotisms, deprivation of poli-

tical rights, abolition of their institutions and ancient laws—every

form of suffering, in a word, weighed, simultaneously or in turn,

on our country during the space of half a century. One would

expect that the Gallo-Canadian race, so few in number and so

much hara8.scd, would totally disappear amid those prolonged

and terrible tempests raised by the great nations of Europe and

America; even as a skiff is swallowed up by the raging waves and

j4---jfc^
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leaves no traoo of ita exlnkmrn. Deijerted, almost forgotten by

the motbor country, in whose revived memory our name has now

bceonie a Bubjcot for remorse ; scarcely known to other nations,

whos»3 powerful sympathies it could never excite, we have resisted

umaided, uncheered, all the attemptfl ^Th3ch have been made to

absorb us; and our separate entity we hmve succesafully maia-

twned, to the Hurprise (and confuBion) of our baffled and dis-

couraged oppreasors. Our people, aduurablo alike for their per-

ueveranoe, courage, and resljruatJon, ha^'e never for a , moment

ceased to hope for the best, Faithful to the religion of our

fathers, revering the laws they Iwqueathed lU) us, and cherishing

the language whose harmony chairacdonr infantile ears,—that lan-

guage preferentially adopted, in our own day, by the greatest

foreign pbilosophcrs and leading diplonmtiata,—not one French-

Canadian, of unmixed blood {dt pere et de m?.re), has yet, in this

lower province, disowned his regard for these three great -.ymbols

of hiH nationality ; namely, one language, luws, and religion.

The change of goveruraent at the Conquest, led to a radical

change in iha i>er8<mnd of meiri in place. Trade passed bodily

into the hands of the victors. The Britiuh merchants and func-

tionaries, isolated amidst the Canadians, clung to each other for

mutual supp<irt. Together they plotted the annihilation of the

language,, laws, and customs <of our people, as the promptest and

surest means of -dominating and making their mark i of them.

They thought this would be all the more eaaily done as the Cana-

dians wcui, if only through being catholics, excluded from the

j.ale of the British constitutioa. The proclamati'u of 1763

iteemed, at fir^f bluish, to favour such views; but when, in confor-

mity to one of the clauses in that document, a representative

aasembly had to bo convoked ; and when it was seen that the

ultra-protcstant party would insist on the rigorous application of

English disqualifying laws, which ruled that catholics could neither

e-ect nor be elected,—the governor shrank from investing with

ij'iolutc power of legislation from 200 to 300 adventurers ; men
mo. 'ly of equivocal character, too. The functionaries submitted

in iilenoe; but the commercialist«, less dependent on authority,

murmured against what they regarded as feebleness. From this

time, the tie uniting the functionaries to their compatnote was
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loosened. The former, conforming themselves to the inspirations

of the home government, became, in appearance at least, more

moderate than before ; the latter sought, by violent opposition,

to extort the concurrence of the ministry in their suggestions,

being sure of the influence, in their favour, of London trading

houses. The American revolution, however, removed further

from their reach the goal they strove to arrive at.

The law of 1774, passed in view of attaching Canada to iU?

dominatriz, restored the French laws ; and put our people, as to

their political rights, on an equal level with the British-born : the

latter, in consequence, set themselves earnestly to opposo it. Tl e

functionaries found (as they worked it) the new constitution

quite admirable : it, in fact, put all power into their hands, for

most of the members of the legislative council were placemen. As

such they were opposed to change in every form, but most of all

to the establishment of an elective assembly, which (they foresaw)

would limit their authority, lessen their privileges, and reduce

their exorbitant patronage. The merchants, become antagonistic

to them,—and who were all the more jealous of the legislative

council, that several Canadians had recently obtained seats at the

board, and were therefore able to protect Cunadiau interests,

—

loudly demanded that a free constitution should be accorded by

their mother country. Long were they self-deluded with the con-

viction that men of catholic faith, stopped at the threshold of enfran-

chisement by the operation of the Test Act, as in Britain, would

not be allowed to take their seats in a legislative assembly. It was

only after being formally assured of the intents of the ministry in

this regard, that they abandoned their exclusive pretensions, and

acquiesced, first murmuringly and then sullenly, in the constitution

of 1791, as a measure it were vain to oppose for the time. But

their resistance te it was not yet over ; for, returning to the charge,

as soon as the ministerial bill came under discussion in parliament,

they tried te have the disqualifying provisions of the Test Act

extended to Candida ; they endeavoured, also, at the abolition of

the French laws in the colony, and that its catholic clergy should

l>e shorn of their privileges : finally, unfairly striving to extract

party advantages even out of defeat, tlioy strove to have the elec-

toral franchise so arranj^ed as to ensure the return of a majority of
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protoHtnnt nHScnibly-mon
;

junt a^ thoy nlruady had obtained a

nuiuoricul prupondcriutoo in tho logiHlativo council I)y tho more

direct moans of royal nomination. Driven out (,f thifl ponition

also, thoy wore fain to quit the field, and perforce let the Cana-

dian constitution of 1791, almost unmodified, become the law of

tlio land.

Tliut colonial charter, whilo ensuring a constant majority of

Canadians in tho representative chamber of the legislature,

throuji^h tho numerical superiority of their constiiuentd, caused a

renewal of the partisan alliance between tho chief sections of the

British population; or rather l)etwcen tho govmment funotion-

ario« and tho meroantilo class, whoso interenta and sentiment.9

were onco nioro in \ orfect accordance.

The parties thus conjoined formed a real faction, whose ranks

luul lately been recruited by tlio arrival of immigrant American

royalists, with minds corroded by tho chagrin attendant on con-

strained expatriation. These lent the energy of political passions and

personal hatreds to tho malcontent Briiisk ; all the parties, principals

and auxiliaries, brooding over tho loos of prescriptive domination

over thoir fellows. This triple faction and its accessories attempted

(osa) to compass tho proscription of tho French language in the

halls of legislation, by means oven of majorities, mostly composed

of men who spoke no other tonguo ; and tho same party suc-

ceeded in procurins^ for itaelf the power of suspending the habeas

corpus act ; and in authorizing tho executive councillors, or any

three of them, to i.ssue a warrant to imprison any citizen for a (real

or alleged) political offence. Tho (royalist) party had likewise

influence enough with the home authorities to bring about the

rejection of the law of 1799, which aaaured to tho people the

power of taxing thnnselveH, and controlling tho levying and em-

ployment of money for public uses. / •'

The same faction set up a ory of Treason / when the assembly

pasi^od a law charging the colonial budget with the whole allow-

ance for tho civil list, a portion of which expenditure had thitherto

been paid by the mother country : and wo shall have occasion to

learn, by and by, how the party made use of the suspension ob-

tuiucd of habeas corpus to intimidate the assembly, by imprison-
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ing Hundry of its momburs, and generally arrugating to itself an

authority which tho lawH did not sanotion.

FroKi tho tirao that constitutional govcmmont came into opera-

tion, partisannhip, in its several varieties, manifofltod its animus

and tendencies in a far more rampart manner than ever before.

The British party, unwillingly made sensible of its Helf-dccei>-

tions, now attached iteolf to tho executive branch of the govern-

ment with a kind of desperation (d6pit). It was still, however,

in good plight, having nothing to complain of as to its share of

political power ; for its leadi rn were lords of the ascendant in the

legislative and privy councils, and had tho chiof direction of tho

administration. Tlio Canadian or country party was paramount

in the assembly alone; and, as was natural under tho niroum-

stanccH, soon got into opintsition with the two other branches of

government, as well as into personal collision with the (principal)

public functionaries, the latter, at tho very outset, detesting tho

representatives (as finding them inconvenient censors of their

acts). Hence tho prolonged contentions (tUmSlh) which will bo

found to signalize our annuls, despite tho (supposed healing) in-

trodu«tion of the elective principle ; an exposilion cf which mis-

understandings serves to show tho Canadian cb«i;nicter under a

new aspect. Intrepid and persevering in fields of battle whilo

under French domination, we are about to seo our countrymen,

bccomo subject to British governance, manifest equal spirit and

constancy in struggles of another character, and distinguish

themselves by energy and talents thitherto undeveloped.

The two athletes about to catch tlie eye as foremost in the parlia-

mentary arena, will be Messrs. Bodard and Papineau ; whom tra-

dition represents to us as patriots of rare talent and uncommon

oratoric:il powers. Both were the firmest defenders of our coun-

try's rights, yet tho most faithful and disinterested of advocates

for the supremacy of Britain ; for the royal cause the latter show-

ing hiuwelf most zealous, during tho American revolutionary

period.* Neither of the twain was of superior birth ; but both

* A Canadian officer, M. Lamuthc, had brimglit into Canada some

dos|iatcliC3, from Lord Howe, meant for General Cnrlcton, but addressed

to tlie Semiuarists of Montreal. M. Papineau, then a young man, ac-

companied M. Lamothe iu conveying tbum to Quebec. Secreting the

^i
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had reoeived a liberal education in tho coll<^e of Quebec. M.
Papineau soon became the most notable orator in both legislatorial

halls. Majestic of stature, imposing in mien, having a strong and

Monorous yoioe, gifted with vehement eloquence and great argu-

mentative powers, ho could not but excrtaso a commanding influ-

ence over his hearers. His patriotism was of the purest ; and as

its quality was never called in question, he preserved, to tho latest

day of his life, the confidence of his fellow-citizens ; all of w'.om

were proud to manifest a pnecial respect, during the concluding

years of his career, for that fine bust, tnd those grey hairs crowning

the venerable head and intelligent countenance of him whom they

loved to look upon.

M. Bedard waa far from possessing the like personal advan-

tages. With a visage, the strongly marked features in which

were hard and irregular, his movements were ungraceful, and he

had a slovenly outer man. Whimsical and regardless by nature, ho

took little interest in most of tho business transacted in assembly

;

and he spoke, generally, with heedlessness : but when any subject

much attracted his attention, or greatly excited his sympathies,

his wonted (or seeming) indifference was exchanged for an almost

feverish earnestness. Perceiving at a glance every aspect of the

question debated, he addrobsed himself to its consideration expan-

sively, but not at first without some embarrassment. His exor

dium was laboriously and hesitatingly delivered ; but as the sub-

ject warmed him, his expi jssive oountonanoe became animated,

his voice firm and commanding ; thenceforth the stream of his

oratory flowed on strong, clear, and deep. He combated antagon-

istic speakers with iiresistible potency of logic: his courage

quailed before no opposition, nor could any consideration

prevent his adhering to well-considered convictions. Hence,

we shall see him contend, in the first instance, against the

missives in hollow walking-sticks, they took the road along the right

banlc of the St. Lawrence, avoiding the revoiutionory soldiery and their

Canadian sympathisers—passing on, from parsonage to parsonage (prei-

ty/*re), till they reached Quebec, on the 11th of March; and, having

delivered the despaches, they entered as volunteers in Captain Marcoui'

company, taking part in the defence of Quebec, till the siege waa

raised. ^
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extravagant oonolusionH of tho Britiflh oligarchy, and aflorwnrds op-

pose the tyrannic tondenoies of Sir James CVaig, whoso despotic

power he set at defiance, his mind rising superior to the general

fear that personage had inspired ; in which fearless courso he had

more admirers than iraitatora.

Such wore tho two men whom we are to accept as our parlia-

mentary champions during the earlier years of ooDstitutional gov-

ernment in Canada.

•i. ' I H I
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CONSTITUTION OP 179 1.

1792-1800.

Establishment of Representative Government.—Convocation of the two

legislative chambers by Sir Alured Clarke.—The British party

attempts to supersede the use ofFrench in parliamentary proceedings :

warm discussions occasioned thereby, ending in the anglifiers being

out-voted.—Hot debates on the same subject nevertheless occur when
the rules of the assembly are under consideration ; the British party

finally obliged to give up its attempt.—Labours of the session

:

projected poor law, bills regarding public education and highways in

the colony.—Disposal of the Jesuits' estates.—Subsidies granted.

—

Administration of justice.—Prorogation of the legislature.—Lord

Dorchester convokes the two chambers.—Organization of the militia.

Public accompta.—Colonial judicature.—Suspension of the habeas

corpus act.—Associations to support the government.—Third ^es-

eion : public income and expenditure.—The currency.—Lord Dor-

chester replaced by General Prescott.—Session of 1797 : Defection of

Messrs. de Bonne and De Lotbiniere.—Treaty of commerce with the

United States.—French emissaries.—Executive sway becomes abso-

lute : reign of teror.—Execution of McLean.—Sessions of 1798 and

1799.—Amelioration of the prison systeLj.—Imposts
;
public revenue.

—Disputes between the governor and the council regarding the

crown lands.—Prescott and judge Osgood recalled.—Sir Robert

Pbore Milnes convokes the chambers in 1800.—Renewed allusion to

French revolutionary principles : motive for that policy.—Proposal

to expel a person named Bouc from the assembly.—The government

enters upon possession of the Jesuits' estates. ,

The epooli of the introduction of representative government is

one of the most remarkable which our history presents. Not that

the constitution of 1791, as it was at first followed out, became

an equitable system of governmental rule ; but because the extent
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of freedom that it did confer upon our fathers, vested them with a

power at least, to make known their wishes and their wants. Pub-

lic suffering, the complaints of which had hitherto been forcibly

repressed, became solaced in knowing that its voice would find

utterance, and assuredly reach the ears of men in place at the

central seat of power. . ;

.

•
.,

Nevertheless, the first Canadian constitution was far from

realizing, in operation, all the expectations its advent gave rise to.

The King, or rather the chiefs of the colonial-oflSce in London,

who alone were cognizant ofwhat was passing in Canada, embodied

royal supremacy, or the first of three branches of the legislature

;

the legislative council was the second, but as this body was made

up of crown nominees, it followed that these persons would cer-

tainly be obedient to the wishes of the execitive, in all things :

and thus there was, of necessity, a sentiment of unity in aspiration

and action between two of the parties in the state triad, which

made the twain an overmatch for the third, or popular branch. Thus

one of the inherent vices of the constitution was the (virtually)

subordinating viceroyalty, and its selected councillors, to the head

of a special department of the British home government ; for by

this means the colonial administration in the metropolis of the

empire really shaped the proceedings of two branches of our legis-

lation, while nominally it was only the director of one. This

capital defect in the new system, had been foreseen by only

a few persons of experience in public affairs ; and these foreshowed

a renunciation of the experiment at a time more or less near, but

not far distant. The masses, not so quick of perception, neither

distrustful of appearances, believed in the promises of Pitt, that,

the legislation of Lower Canada, so far as it was possible to make

it compatible with British supremacy, would be founded on their

interests, and, as it were, became the embodied expression of their

wishes and sentiments. The division of Canada into two provinces, in

view ofensuring to its ancient inhabitants the maintenance of their

laws, customs, and nationality, in accordance with Pitt's (declared)

intentions, failed in giving the French-Canadians any real pre-

ponderance.

The number of representatives they had in either council were

always ridiculously few, except at the outset, when they were as

.;«

• »•

» •
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4 to 8. But it was soon found that only the most supple coun-

cillors could retain their places ; and, by the year 1799, out of 21

members in conncil, only 6 were Canadians.

Lord Dorchester having obtained leave to revisit England, left

accordingly, transferring his functions, for the time, to Major

General Alured Clarke. Shortly after his lordship's departure,

Clarke fixed the time of elections for the assembly to be in June,

1792, and the first meeting of the conjoint legislature to take

place in December ensuing.

After the manifold attempts which the British party had made,

over since the year 1764, to obtain measures of proscription against

the Canadians, it will be readily imagined that they generally re-

fused their votes to men known to belong to that section of the com-

munity. Yet such a result did not follow, to the astonishment of

many. Two reasons may be assigned in explanation of this fact

:

firstly, people in general knew but in part the lengths to which

British intriguing had been carried, because these had either taken

place in the dark, or been glossed over by fallacious explanations—

a

thing not difficult to effect at a time when the newspapers con-

tained no political essays or any discussion on local passing events

;

secondly, most people judged, and not unreasonably, that those can-

didates who had been bred in a country long used to free institu,

tions, would be most likely to possess the proper experience for

turning them to account ; so the qualified Canadians gave their

votes to British aspirants, wherever they presented themselves,

without exacting from them any other guarantee than their prom-

ises.* Out of the 50 members selected there were 15 English-

* Our faith in the public spirit and private disinterestedness of the

Canadians, whether past or present, not being so robust as M. Oar-

neau's, we incline to suspect that their inveterate antipathies must have

been temporarily overcome, in such C"°e8, by something more cogent

than what is called <* the word of a gentleman." We are all the more

likely to be right, if it were true, as the author asservs, that the earlier

British immigration was of a character discreditable to the mother

country. Unfortunately, the fixed belief of too many electors in that day

as in the present, that a vote is of no manner of use to a man unless he

can sell it (and get what is thought a fair price for the same), is not

confined to the Canadian race. But looking merely at the probabilities-
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men ;
whereas not one would have obtained a seat, had the elec.

tors manifested the same spirit of exclusiveness as the petitioners

of 1773. The people of Canada ran a great risk in thus confid-

ing their interests to their bitterest foes ; but the French gover-

nors of the olden time did not leave a distrustful or vindictive

people behind them. (!) The votes which the British members gave

against using the French language at the opening of the session,

alone could excite suspicion in the Canadian breast, naturally

so honest and confiding, and showed the people the danger of

being so thoughtlessly generous.

The assembly-men and legislative councillors met Dec. 17, in sepa-

rate halls of the episcopal palace, a building which had been turned

to secular uses over since the Conquest, the bishop now lodging

with the Seminarists. Wnen the members of each body had taken

the required oaths, the Governor, seated on a throne and surroun-

ded by his staff officers, &c., desired the assembly-men to choose

a president, and present the president-elect for his approbation.

The choice made would be necessarily indicative of the political

temper of the chamber. The British members proposed the

abolition of the French language in the minuted proceedings

(^procSs-verbaux Ugislati/s), and nominated a gentleman of their

own nation as president. The election was adjourned till next

day, after a debate and division, which were entered upon {pro-

voquds) by the two parties, in order to test their relative strength,

which proved to be as two to one.

On the 830ond day, M. Duni^re proposed Mr. J. A. Panet,

as s fit and proper person to fill the chair. The British parly

presented, in succession, Messrs. Grant, M'Gill; and Jordan;

of the subjbo^ we started with, we think that the disproportionate num-

ber of Britons returned as members for the first assembly, was attribu-

table to two potent causes,—one positive, the other negative, but nei-

ther of them that assigned in the text. The successful British candidates,

in soliciting Gallo-Ganadian votes, paid high for them ; while Canadian

applicants, either never said " money" at all, or could not bring up their

patriotic (penurious ?) minds high enough. In one sense (but not M. Qar-

neau's), "I'exp^rience utile des institutions libres" possessed and put in

practice by the first British-born M. P.a of Canada, doubtless stood them

in great stead upon the occasion mentioned.—£.

:.\
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none of whom were distinguished except for their successftil trad-

ing speculations. The party hoped by their perseverance to in-

timidate their adversaries, unused as these were to parliamentary

tactics ; at the same time, accusing the Canadian party of being

factious. The debates, very animated and much prolonged, fore-

showed a stormy session. M'Gill, who proposed Grant, and was

himself proposed by another member, gave as his reason for oppo-

sing Mr. Panet, that it was needful the president should be con-

versant with the two colonial languages, English more especially.

It was replied that the gentleman thus objected to knew suflScient

of both to conduct the ordinary business of the chamber. Another

(British) member, Mr. Richardson, alleged that the French-

Canadians were bound, by every motive of interest and gratitude,

to adopt the language of the step-mother country (la mdtropole')]

and sustained his opinion so plausibly, that he brought Mr. P. L.

Panet himself to adopt the same sentiment, " Is not this coun-

try a British possession ? " demanded the latter. " Is not the En-

glish language that of the sovereign and the British legislature ?

Ought we not, then, to speak English in British legislatorial halls,

whether located in London or Quebec ? " This reasoning, which

had more servility than logic in it, convinced none of his compa-

triots. The discussion of such a proposal was in itself fitted to

excite the most hateful passions :
" Is it because Canada forms

part of th' TSritibh empire," demanded M. Papineau (whose past

fidelity to British interests weighted his words), "that Canadians,

who speak not the language in use on the banks of the Thames,

are to be deprived of their natural rights ? " This apostrophe,

followed by a forcible and logical discourse, disconcerted the oppo-

sition
J
and other speeches, of like import, from Messrs. Bedard,

De Bonne, and J. A. Panet, occasioned its total discomfiture.

The latter admonished the assembly, that '' in the British Chan-

nel-Islands, Jersey, Guernsey, &c., French is commonly spoken,

although these isles had formed part of Britain ever since the

Norman Conquest ; and in no part of the Britannic empire is

there a more loyal population." He might have added, that

during three centuries following that of the Norman Conquest, at

the royal court, in the church, in the courts of law, among the

nobility, French was spoken in England ; that it was the maternal
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language of Richard Coeur-de-Lion, of the Black Prince, and even

of Henry V ; that those illuatrious personages were intensely

English, notwithstanding; through the prowess of their cross-

bowmen of Brittany, and their cavaliers from Guyenne, they

exalted the glory of England to a pitch which the kings of Anglo-

Saxondom never could attain ; * in fine, that the origin of the

grandeur of the British nation was due to those heroes and to

the Norman barons who signed Magna Charta,f and whose

opinions J had always preserved their influence in the country.

§

The discusssion terminated in the election of M. Panet ; but

not one British member voted in h>s favour, while two of his

own compatriots voted against him. The majority was 28 ; mi-

nority 18.

The British element, despite its numerical weakness, ever

sought to dominate the country party through the ^resfiye of me-

tropolitan potency. The president chosi a, though not a man of

superior talent, was experienced in business, being the best em-

ployed barrister (a^ocat) in the colony. He had a cultivated

mind, easy manners, and the polish of good society : he was also

a fluent speaker.

December 20th, the governor approved the choice the assem-

bly had made ; and, at the same time, delivered an address to the

members of council and assembly, in which he recommended a

unity of sentiment (I'hai'monie). " On a day like this," thus

spoke the governor, " signalized by the commencement, in this

country, of that form of government which has raised the king-

• We know that two-thirds of the army of the Black Prince, at the

battle of Poitiers, were Frenchmen.

t Say rather extorted the signature of the base and cowardly king.

A few months afterwards (Aug. 1215), pope Innocent III annulled (so

far as he could) the said charter ; which was not the real palladium of

English liberty, but an illusory document virtually sanctioning the un-

restricted predominance of the Anglo-Norman feudalry.

—

B.

t What were these ? Reverting to the contentment of the Channel

Islanders, which still exists, it proves that they have the sense to know
they are well ofiF. This is more than can be rightly said of all other

French-derived sections of the British people.

—

B.

§ The spirit of " Nationaliti," it seems, was deficient among the Gal-

lic race in those days I B. . .^ .
; k .7. ,1 .",., t. ,; .^
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dom to which it is subordinate, to the highest elevation, it is

impossible not to feel emotions difficult to be expressed. To give

an opportunity for your loyal and grateful acknowledgements to His

Majesty, is one of ray motives for (specially) calling you together;

and that debt discharged, your councils will, doubtless, be next

employed for enacting the laws necessary to confirm and augment

the prosperity of your country." *

The reply of the president, in name of the assembly, was simple

and respectful ; but that of the legislative council anathematized the

French Revolution, and expressed gratitude to Providence for hav-

ing saved Canada from the domination of a country wherein deeds

were doing befitting a horde of barbarians. Such reflections, just

enough perhaps in themselves, could hardly be agreeable to the

Canadians ; who ever cherished feelings of respect for the people

of the country of their own forefathers. Accordingly, the dis-

paraging allusions thus made, were regarded by the people as a fling

at themselves by the councillors, who thus seized the opportunity

to give vent to their anti-gallican bile.

The two chambers afterwards voted an address to the king,

thanking him for according to the country a new constitution ; and

then set themselves earnestly to expedite parliamentary business.

In the settlement of forms for conducting it, the assembly was

guided by those of the house of commons, but which had to be

modified to adapt them properly to somewhat differing needs.

This part of the work, as soon as begun, gave rise to the discus-

sion of a very thorny question.

As it was proposed to draw up the minutes (procis-verlavx) in

both languages, Mr. Grant moved, in amendment, that they should

be couched in English only, with liberty to make a French trans-

lation of them (wholly or in part) for such members as should

desire it. After a violent contestation, his amendment was re-

jected. Discussion, of a I'indred nature, was revived, when the

report of the committee was presented. Grant renewed his pro-

posal, in order, he urged, to preserve that unity of legal language,

* The portion of the governor's address given bj M. Garneau tallies

pretty nearlj with the above ; but we have preferred to give the exact

words, as reported hy Mr. Christie.— B. ""^
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whicli no subordinato iegislaturo, according to him, had a right to

change. . i

M. do Lotbiniiire observed, in reply :
" The greater number of

our constituents being in an exceptional position, we are constrained

to depart, iu this regard, from ordinary rules, and to reclaim the

use of a language which is not the common speech of the people

of the British empire ; but being aa equitably inclined towards

others' wishes, as, we trust, they would be indulgent to ours, wo

desire not that our language should exclude that of the generality

of British subjects, in this chamber ; we therefore demand that both

theirs and ours should be brought into play ; iu a word, let the

minutes, ' orders of tho house,' &c. (proces-verbaux), be drawn

up in the two languages." M. de Rocheblave spoke in his turn

;

saying, " Why, then, do our British brethren ever cry out against

the decision we have come to, of retaining our eustoms, laws, and

mother tongue,—the only means left us fur defending our proper-

ties ? Because being masters, without any competitors, of the trade

of the country, the produce of which passes through their hands en-

tirely, would they not be the greatest losers if the colony were

upset by the convulsion (bouleversement) which their injustice (if

continued) will infallibly provoke? And are we not rendering

the greatest of services to them (as well as to ourselves) to oppose

them in this matter ?"* - , ;' * ^ : ^ . j^

These discussions made a strong sensation among the people of

Canada. " The renunciation of c ne's maternal language it is not

in the nature of man to do," says a learned author jf
" it lives with

him as long as he exists, eyon if it do not outlive him." Ac-

cordingly, all the credit resul ting from the discussion remained

with tho^e who opposed the oj pression attempted to be inflicted

;

and, on the second as upon th \ first occasion, Grant's amendment

had the effect of ranging all th ; British members on one side, and

the Canadians (always with the exception of M. Panet) on the

other. Several other amendments, of the like sort, were again

proposed by Messrs. Lees, Richardson, and other notables of the

British party, but they were all rejected after discussions which

lasted three days. The definitive resolution was, that the minutes,

• Gazette de Montrial, Feb. 14, 1793.

t Letter On the Origin of the Sciences^ by Baijly. ; j >

•.«•
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Ac. (
pmrh-verhmix) of tho two chambers should bo written in

the two liiiij^uiigoH, but that tho laws passed were to bo drawn up

cither in French or Enj^lish, according as they had retercnco to

Frcncli or to British laws in force for Canada.

In ros|)oct to this important (jucstion, it was seen that those Brit-

ish members elected by Canadians betrayed, without hesitation,

tho trust reposed in them by compromising the interests and out-

raging the feelings of their constituents. Their conduct on the

occasion plainly showed that tho parties* evil animus had under-

gone no change since tho days of 17G4; and that they were still

the agents of faction (orgnuvs du juirti) which cherished so in-

tense a dislike for everything French and catholic : a blind hatred,

which impelled one of their partisans (Mr. Fleming) to pen tho

following lines: "Tho law of 1774 was imprudently liberal to

tho clergy and higher classes, and that of 1791 to tho whole Ca-

nadian people. The latter confirmed French civil procedure, gua-

ranteed the free exercise of the catholic religion, and sanctioned

the payment of tithes. It modified the oath of fealty so that

catholics could subscribe to it, ensured to Canadian Romanists tho

rights of property, also their laws and customs, preserved their lan-

guage and land tenures, and gave them representation based on

« population ; and all without making any reservation in favour of

tho British or their language. The passing of that law is the

greatest fault that the government of Great Britain ever connuitted,

as it affected the destinies of a people (^pidsquil s'agissait d'un

' pexiple) differing in habitudes, laws, and religion from the British

nation.

After disposing of a question so difficult, the assembly could

; address itself calmly to the consideration of numerous* legislative

» measures submitted to it. One bill was brought in for the estab-

lishment of parish schools; two others, for the abolition of slavery

and tolerating the profession of quakerism : only the latter passed.

That regarding slavery was shelved
;
probably because the force

' of public opinion, which then began to take bold of the subject,

' appeared to be sufficient, without any formal enactments, to cause

'the abolition of an institution which never throve on the banks of

tbe St. Lawrence. The first census in which evidence is given of

there being slaves in the country at all, is that of 1804. The
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total nuuibor of blacks of tho two hoxcm, returned as being in the

colony, WII8 then 304; namely, 212 in Moutreal district, 4 in

that of Troi.s-Ilivi«NreH, and 88 in Quclico diHtrict: whcncowc may

ooncludo that at tho (lonqtiewt oimjcIi, some forty years l)eforo,

there were nono of the raeu in Canada. A portion of the slaves

resident in our territory, at tho b(;ginning of tho present century,

belonged to merchants, and nearly a moiety of tliem (142) were

located in Montreal itself—a city more in direct communication

than Quebec with tho American slave statos and southern regionB,

wherein slaves constituted a great part of tho population. It is

to the honour of tho Canadian government and clergy, that they

have always been adverse to tho introduction of tho blacks. Tho

firmament of Canada is not favourable to bondage. Slavery can-

not flourish in its free air (^prosperer a saclarW). Far from that,

it ended in spontaneous extinction, without being terminated by

a positive law ; and, many years ago, the few slaves imported dis-

appeared from our soil.

Public education was one of the earliest questions discussed in

assembly after that regarding the two languages. We have seen

that the Jesuits' college was arbitrarily suppressed by the govern-

ment, without form or process; and that the Canadian people had

reclaimed, ever since the year 1787, its right to tho copfiscated

estates of the order, to devote the revenue accruing from them to

their primitive destination. In 1793, tho inhabitants of Quebec

and its environs addressed a second* petition to the legislature, in

which they replied to the memorials of Lord Amherst and the

opinions (comultallous) of the crown lawyers on the subject.

They represented that the nature of the titles and conditions at-

tending the foundation of tho Jesuits' college in Quebec had been

falsified (jUguisic) in Europe; that Canada had been deprived of

public schools ever since the Conquest ; and that the evil (rnalheur)

might fairly be attributed to the efforts of certain individuals, who

coveted the possession of the estates of the Jesuits. A majority

of the assembly agreed in the conclusions of the petitioners ; and

M. de Rocheblave proposed that their requisition should bo re-

ferred to a committee of nine members, who were to verify with

precision the allegations thus made regarding the titles to that

property. " : .

••Ji
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%

^ Mr, Grant oppowyi the motion, because it involved, According

to his notion, a tacit reoopnition of undue proprietary right ; and ho

proposed an amendment by which, while acknowledging the royal

power to diiipoee of the cstntoH at will, ho was solicited to make

thera available for educational purposes. The adoption of such an

amendment, on the other hand, viewed analogically, would have

put all other religiooB property at the mercy of metropolitan decrees.

The fears that got abroad were not all imaginary, for a rumour

ran, that the government was about to lay hold ou the RecoUets'

convent, and to appropriate it to protestant worship ; which, in

fact, did take place, after the buildings wore consumed in 179G. It

wa« not forgotten, cither, that another valuable ground-space, belong-

ing to the Ursulines, was taken without any compensation to that

flisterhood. After long debates, both the original motion and the

amendment upon it were let drop when the subject was formally

reported. The bill on education was left in abeyance, till it could

be discussed in a committee of the whole. It waa resolved, mean-

time, to present an address to the king, simply praying that he

would apply the revenues of the Jesuits' estates to the instruction

of youth, no mention being made of public right to the property.

Thus was the general school question indefinitely adjourned.

The assembly next turned its attention to finance. One of its

most important resolutions regarding it, was that in which a de-

claration was made, that the voting of subsidies was an unlimited

right inherent to itself alone ; and that no financial bill could, of

right, be amended by the legislative council in any way. The

assembly also |Mi5ged a law imposing customs duties on imported

strong drinks, in view of raising a revenue to meet legislatorial

expenses. This measure was necessary, to ensure the independence

of the assembly, for the home government had, previously, fur-

nished part of the Canadian budget. Finally, the assembly turn-

ed its attention to the administration of justice ; and the legislative

council communicated to it a bill on the composition of the tribu-

nals, a measure which was ordered to stand over till next ses-

eion.
'•"•-•'' ,.•:,,'''"...

? ,

Such were the chief subjects which engaged the attention of the

legislature in 1792. The debates entered upon had been advan-

tageous, in several ways. The discussion on the rules of assembly ness ur
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made the members ac(|uaintc(l with parliamentary routine ; while

the French politeness which the Canadiann olncrvetl at the sittings,

and manifested in the debutes, gave to tlio body an air of re8|)ectful

gravity, unknown to the British house of conimons, wherein tho

members sit wrapped in their mantles, with covered heads, and

cane or switch in hand—^just as if thoy were in a market-pluco

(/aire.)* •
.

The principal event of the session was the triumphal retention

of our language; a result which (itself) manifcstcid Canadian

aptitudes for carrying out the new form of government. The

subtle, litigious, and disputativo character, which many of the

members derived from Norman ancestors, found exercise in par-

liamentary controversies"; and the characteristic submission of

Canadians to the laws, was one of the essential conditions for fit-

ting them to enjoy free institutions.

The lei:;irtlature was prorogued on the 9th of May, after the

executive had sanctioned eight acts passed by the two chambers.

The governor, in a closing discourse addressed to both, expressed

great satisfaction at the loyalty shown to the king, and attachment

to the new constitution, at a time when the French Kevolution

forced the (conservative) nations of Europe to take part in a strug-

gle perilous to the stability of society itself. Ho expressed his

trustfulness, on this occasion, that, in the coming session, the

chambers would return to a consideration of two subjects, to

which he had already called their attention ; namely, the admin-

istration of justice, and (this business being yet more urgent, he

said, than all others), an organization of the militia, for defence

of the country in case of war. f • : i,

The progress of the French Revolution, which then attracted

the regards of the nations, and which, like a fiery meteor, threat-

ened to extend its own combustion to all Europe, stirred up the

feelings of the masses everywhere, and filled their rulers' minds

with profound terror. Great Britain, as a near witness of the

• Parts of this unflattering account of the habitudes of our British

commons will be news to those of our readers who have visited the house

when, the speaker biing in the chair, they found any important busi-

ness under discuss! a.

—

B.

• M
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fipoctnchi then in action, was especially moved with astonishment

and fear.

* Its suhjoetfl offered, its government denmndod, testimonialH of

fidelity to the king and attachment to established order : so much

fiufipieion, and so great a distrust, were prev.il 'nt, and such press-

ing need was there for mut\ial assurance and support, between

rulers and ruled. In Canada every one was rrsrrred in word and

act ; an<l, while reclaiming the use of their national language, it«

poople protested without ceasing, in the strongest terms, their at-

tachment to the throne. Tliat reserved ne,'<s in the tone of their

disccmrsc (langagc), and tlds firmness in their principles, insured,

for the moment, two advuntjiges to the country : interior tran-

quillity and the conservation of its rights. The British party re-

nounced it8 exorbitant pretensions ; whether for that it sjiw tho

bootlessner>8 of its effoiis, whether beca\ise it received from head-

quarters monitions to be prtulent ; whether, in fine, it elected to ro-

mnin stdl and I>i<le it« time : whatever way, while much of tho

Old World was inflamed, Canada api^eared to enjoy peace and

liberty alike, two benefits both new to the colony.

Such was the posture of matters when Lord Dorchester resumed

his governorship in 1 793. European troubles, which threatened to

extend to America, and the governor's popularity, were probably

the moving causes for tho British ministry's engaging his lordship

to take up the reins of the colonial government for the third time.

His renewed iircscnce was hailed by the ('Janadian popidation, but

ho was coldly received by the British seeti<ms ; who found after-

wards, in tho opening disot)urse which he gave before the two

clmmbers, expressions too favourable by far to Canadian representa-

tion in tho legislature I

lie came charged with novel and very ample instructions for

his guidance. They ruled (intei' alia) that all nominations to of-

fice should hold good only during the king's good pleasure ; that

crown lands should be conceded alone to those capable of turning

them to account, even then only after being divided into townships

(^ainions)
; and that the two st;minaries (of Quebi* and Montreal),

as well as the religious communities of women, should renin in iti

per|>t't»uty, being administered in accordance with the rules of

their foundation. The governor was further emp<jwercd to nomi-
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nftt« a now cxocutivfi council, oompoecd of rtino momlwrs, four of

whom to bo Canadians.

Wlu>n tlio chanibors rc-oponod in 1703, llio governor cnllcd their

attention to the orgnnizafion of the militia, and the administration

of justice ; intitnating, at tl same time, that the expenditure for

the colony still exceeded it i-evenuc.

The second session lastotl long<>r than the first ; for it endured

from the month of November till .1 une ensuing. Nevertheless, only

six acts were pas-sed; among the number, a l;vw authorizing tho

executive to suspend the op<>ration of the habeas t^orpus act, as

against aliens suspected of seditious conduct. This (exceptional)

law was afterwards annually an I continuously renewed up to the

year 1812.* The intrigues of RI. (" Citoyen ") Genet, ambassa-

dor from the French republic to the United St^»tefl,and his emissaries

in Can-xla neccssit^ited, it was said, these measures of pn;caution,tho

abuse of which, under the ('raig administration, was afterwards to

agitiite the country. Harntony reigned, meantime, throughout

the whole course of the session. M. Panet, appointed a judge in

the court of common pleas, was elected president of the assembly,

without a dissentient vote. The pacific spirit of the governor al-

ready influenced the oppositionists. ,-.,

It was during this session that the public aocomptfl were firsi

published for the infonnation of the tax-payers. In the message

accompanying th»Mr presentation to the legislature, Lflrd Dorches-

ter ree(unmended that fixed salaries should be paid to the publio

functionaries, and advised the abolition of all arbitrary and vary-

ing emolument*, as being liable to abuse ; ho also prepensed that

the amount and rates of taxation levied for state not'ds, should bo

made exactly known. The annual revenue, as then realized, did

• The measure tlins noted, was simply an extension of the Hritish

Alien Act passed the 8;uno yoHr (33 Geo. Ill c. 4) to Canada. That pre-

cautionary law (with the 31 (Jeo. Ill, c. 43, G7, and others), was passed

entirely from general niolivos of policy ; and its most stringent enact-

ments were inserted more inmnMliately on account of the groat, number of

foreigners who came to England in 1702-.1. Hut the exercise of the

royal prerogative, sanctioned by common law, needed not, in a common-
sense j>oint of view, to bo recognized by statutory enactment. ''Salua

poj)uH cut g«i)rewa lex,"
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not equal a third of the expenditure for the civil administration,

which amounted to £25,000. The deficit was made up hy the

home government. , mi ; ; f iq -;

The colonial receipts were derived from customs duties on wines,

liquors, and molasses ; from licenses paid by innkeepers ; from

fines and confiscations. In effect, it may be Sfiid, that taxation

was then unknown in Canada.

The governor, without demanding, in express terms, a subsidy

of sufficient amount to enable income and outlay to balance each

other, called the attention of the chamber to the propriety of find-

ing some means to increase revenue, and for providing regular

supplies (pourvoir au budget) : the assembly erred in neglecting

this intimation. Subsequently, when the members wished to

repair their default, in order to have a means in hand to control

the administration, their offer to defray all state costs was imputed

to them as a crime : so much do the interests and passions of men
put them in contradiction with themselves ! n;/n % ^n >v^;:jj;i

• While the legislature was thus employed, with passable unani-

mity, on financial business, revolutionary ideas were constantly

making headway, and the Canadian government did not appear

to feel quite assured of a continuance of the prevailing tranquil-

lity in the country. Lord Dorchester sometimes allowed his

equanimity to be overcome by vague apprehensions. His anxieties

manifested themselves upon the occasion of adjourning the houses

of legislature, when he recommended the members to concur in

maintaining established order. " I do not doubt," said he, " that

when you return to your several homes, you will zealously diffuse

among all ranks of people, those principles of justice, patriotism,

and loyalty, which have characterised your public labours during

the long session just closed ; and that you will use your best exer-

tions to find out and bring to justice those evil-disposed persons

who, by inflammatory discourses, or the spreading of seditious

writings, endeavoui to mislead the unwary and disturb the peace

and good order of society ; and that you will avail yoursolves of

every opportunity to convince your fellow-subjects that the blessings

they enjoy under a tmly free and happy constitution can be preser-

ved only by a due obttlience to the laws; [breaches of which are

all the more inexcusable, as the constitution itself has provided
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for the safe and easy repeal or modification of such as may be

found not to answer the good intentions of the (British) legis-

lature.]" *

The catholic clergy, on their part, strove to re-assure the govern-

ment (regarding its inquietudes), and to keep the people in an

obedient state. Thus did M. Plessis, parish-priest (curd) of Que-

bec express himself, in a funeral discourse, delivered in the cathe-

dral of that city, in honour of M. Briand, the deceased bishop.

" Our conquerors, regarded (at first) with a jealous eye and

lowering brow, inspired in us feelings only ofdetestation or aversion.

We could not be persuaded (for the time) that a race of men
strangers to our soil, to our language, to our laws, to our worship

—could ever be willing to render to Canada an equivalent for

what it lost by changing its masters. Generous nation ! which

has made us aware, by so many evidences, how ill-founded were

our prepossessions ; industrious nation ! which has developed the

earth's fecundity, and explored its hidden riches ; exemplary na-

tion ! that, in critical times, taught the attentive world wherein

consists that liberty which all n:?n aspire to obtain, but so few

know how to keep within proper bounds
;
pitying nation ! which

has just welcomed, with so much humanity, the most faithful yet

worst-used subjects of that realm to which ourselves once belong-

ed
; f beneficent nation ! which daily gives us, men of Canada,

fresh proofs of its liberality :—no, no ! your people are not ene-

mies of our people ; nor are ye despoilers of our property, which

rather do your laws protect ; nor are ye foes of our religion, to

which ye pay all due respect. Pardon us, then, for that our first

(and now past) distrustfulness of a foreign race, whose virtues,

being as yet unexperienced by us, we had not the happiness to

know ; and if, after being apprised of the overthrow of the mon-

archy and the abolition of the only right worship (le vrai culte)

• The important and significant member closing the above sentence, as

spoken by his lordship, is omitted from the citation in the author's text.

—B.

t Alluding to the succour extended by the king, legislature, and

people of Britain to the emigrant nobles, their families, and above all

to fugitive members of the Gallic priesthood, pursued by the atheistic

Terrorists, thirsting for their blood.
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in France, and after experiencing, for thirty-five years, the gentle-

ness of your domination, there remain still among us some natures

purblind enough, or of such an evil disposition, as to revive past

antipathies, or to awaken in the popular mind disloyal wishes

(disirs criminels) to revert to French supremacy,—let Britons be

assured, that such beings axe rare among us; and we beg that what

may be true of the malcontent few, will not be imputed to the

well-disposed many". . .M. Briand's maxim ever was, that true Chris-

tians and sincere catholics are (and must be) all obedient subjects

of their legitimate sovereign. He had learned, from Jesus Christ,,

that we must render to Cossar what belongs (of right) to Caesar

;

St. Paul had taught him, that every soul should be (voluntarily)

submissive to established authority ; that he who resists it is in

opposition to God himself, and thereby merits damnation ; he had

learned, from the chiefest of the apostles, that the magistrate (roi)

bears not the sword in vain ; inculcating, that we are to accredit

him by our obedience, as Grod's representative {propter Deum)
;

and to honour him, not only in his own person, but in the persons of

his lawful deputies (jive ducibus tanquam ah eo missis). " Such

are, my fellow-Christians, the principles of our holy religion in

that regard
;

principles which we cannot too often impress upon

your minds, or over frequently bring under your view ; for they

form an integral part of evangelical morality, upon which our

eternal salvation depends. And yet, sometimes, when we expound

(for your benefit) the obligations you are under in those particu-

lars, there are not wanting those who murmur at our words, making

bitter complaints against us, accusing us of being actuated by po-

litical or selfish motives ; such parties not forgetting, either, to

insinuate that we are going beyond the proper limits of our minis-

tering.— my (erring) brothers, how great is this your injustice
!"

The people of Britain could not have been addressed in terms

more re-assuring than the foregoing. The preacher, oblivious of all

things else (oubliant le reste), almost gave thanks to God for

having snatched (as it were " a brand from the burning") the

people of Canada from their dependence on an impious nation

which had overturned His altars.

The recommendations of the governor and the clergy were so

far seasonable, that plausible pretexts could be put forward to
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justify them. Some inhabitants of Montreal, galled by the dis-

courses and pretentions of the British ; some other persons, out of

sheer opposition, or to excite the apprehensions of men in place

;

indulged in (malcontent) observations which caused thorn to be

led before the tribunals and heavily fined. In Quebec, similar

things were done ; while three inhabitants of Charlesbourg were

accused of high-treason, and some others of seditious demonstra-

tions ; but the accusations against the parties proved so weak on

inquiry, that the governor dropped, in 1795, the prosecution

against them. He only wished (as it seemed) to awe the public

mind, and put the people on their guard against the incitements

of agitators.

In spring-time of that year, there was formed in the capital a

grand (loyal) association against revolutionary propagandism, and

in defence of the laws and government : soon others, of the like

kind, sprang up in all parts of the country. This spirit mani-

fested itself during several years. In every parliamentary session,

the governor asked and obtained fresh powers for organising a sub-

missive militia, for maintaining internal tranquillity, and for con-

tinuing the suspension of the habeas corpus act aa against aliens.

Perfect concord reigned between the different branches of the

legislature. Several of the leading Canadians, such as M. Panet

and M. de Bonne, received important charges. There was a

universal self-felicitation at the political calm which prevailed in

Canada.

In 1793, the king constituted a Protestant bishopric of Quebec;

thus ignoring, but without attempting to supersede, the catholic

prelacy of that name already existent. The ministry, at the

same time, charged Lord Dorchester to induct the new prelate to

a seat in the legislative council of the two Canadas. The governor

wrote immediately to the Duke of Portland that such a nomination

would excite dislike among the Canadians. The minister, in reply

to this intimation, advised that the king should be applied to for

authority to place the catholic bishop at the council-board also

;

which being assented to, Lord Dorchester brought forward M.

Hubert : bu+ the Duke of Portland changed his mind, and would

not allow him to be nominated as a councillor.

In spiritual matters as in politics, the home government always

•;*
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seemed to act from impulsions communicated to it. Sometimes

it appeared to will that the Canadians should enjoy their religious

and political rights, at other times it manifested a desire to subor-

dinate the catholics to the protestants ; and this latter disposition

(ordinarily) characterises Britain's whole political and religious

system in her colonies: a fact accounting for the oscillations

caused by the obstacles which such a tendency meets with in real-

ising anylijication and protestantism.

M. Hubert would not have long enjoyed a councillorship, as he

died in 1797. His successor as bishop of Quebec was M. Denaut,

who was I native of Montreal, and born in 1743. Nominated

bishop of Canathe in Palestine and coadjutor of Quebec, by Pope

Pius VI, in 1794, M. Denaut was consecrated at Montreal in

1795.

In the parliamentary session of 1795, which lasted four months,

the governor placed before the (lower) chamber a statement of the

revenue for the year, and particulars of part of the expenses of the

civil government. To cover the surplus expenditure, the chamber

passed two fiscal laws ; one of which augmented the customs dues

on foreign spirits, molasse&, syrups, sugar, coffee, tobacco, and

salt ; the other continued the annual taxed licenses on hawkers

and innkeepers. The increase thus made did not produce at first

the returns which were estimated to be sufficient for balancing re-

ceipts and outlay. Most of the acts passed during this session

maintained or prolonged pre-existing laws with modifications, for a

limited time only; the assembly having already adopted a rule

not to give permanency to its measures, thereby making the gov-

ernment less independent of the legislature.

An incidental question, pregnant with interest, occupied the

attention of the chamber momentarily. The seignorial exactions

and rate ofrent for landholdings conceded,were very moderate under

the olden system. After the Conquest, several British immigrants

who had purchased seigniories from Canadian landholders when

quitting the colony for France, raised those rates, and their ex-

ample was followed by some of the Canadian seigneurs. Soon

these abuses were carried to such a pitch, that the inhabitants

complained j the " custom of the country," in rural estimation,

being paramount to written law. The new landlords, who had been
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long seeking an opportunity to Bimplify their seigniorial tenures

in order to derive higher incomes from thr ir lands, endeavoured

to take advantage of temporary political inquietudes to bring

about their design. They feigned alarm at the propagation of re-

volutionary doctrines in America, and appeared to fear that an

abolition of feudal tenure would take place, without any indemnity

as in France. They accused the Canadians of being disposed to

rebel ; and interpreted their opposition to a highway act as being

a political revolt,—the accusers imagining, that amidst the perplex-

ity and fear such charges would create, they would succeed in

engaging the assembly, by way of softening the redoubtable en-

mity of the seignorial malcontents, to modify what they called a
" superannuated and oppressive tenure, which still existed in the

country, despite the progress of the age." The parties had al-

ready come to an understanding with some American immigrants

to whom concessions of land (in common soccage) were to be made

as soon as the seignorial system were abolished : the incomers

being preferred to Canadians, because they were willing to pay

higher rents for the lands. This notable plan, however, was ren-

dered abortive as soon as it was brought to light. The proposi-

tion, which tended to anything but a real and salutary reform of

landholding, was introduced to the lowerchamberbyM.de lioche-

blave, where it was discussed at several sittings ; and at length it

was abandoned, without any satisfaction either to those who sup-

ported or those who opposed it.

The suspended discussion on the highway act was then resumed.

That measure, important more especially for the rural districts, was

at first ill looked on, through the imprudence of certain persons

who cried out against the (alleged) burdensome taxes, and ex-

olaimed, above all, against the imposition of statute labour {cor-

vies), so detested by the people since Haldimand's time. It was
popularly believed, that the new highway bUl veiled an intent to

return to the system of that decried governor ; but, by degrees

the eyes of the country people were opened, and took a more
just view of the subject ; a calm followed, and the bill, after nume-

rous emendations, took the form pretty nearly of the still existing

law on that subject.

Another question, not less important, then agitated, was that

. .,. ,|i
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of tho colonlil currency. Coinad money in Canada, at this

time, was composed of every variety of pieces peculiar to all coun-

tries which tiadod with America. Part of the specie in circula-

tion was much reduced in weight by wear, and subject to largo

deduction if oiTered in exchange at its nominal value, llenco

resulted confusion and uncertainty, which at length became intol-

erable. Mr. Richardson, as a leading commcrcialist, took the

first step on the road of monetary reform ; and a bill was passed,

by which a standard of value was set up, founded on the average

intrinsic worth of the gold and silver coins of Portugal, Spain,

France, and the United States; while British sterling specie was

really, but not nominally, cop'muted into reduced Canadian cur-

rency. In all previous times, the currency of tho colony was in a

varying and vicious state, and it was ever diflScult to clear up the

public accounts. To the confusion prevailing in this matter was

traceable many of the abuses, much of the error and malversation,

of those who handled state moneys. Besides this reform in the

currency, all the valid laws, ordinances, &c. relating to public

imposts, were now incorporated into one act ; thereby simplifying

the duties of the fiscal officers, and diminishing the cost of collec-

tion. This law, which was to be in force for two years after

being passed, was held over till it should be submitted for royal

consideration. Through one of those anomalies of which we

had numerous examples afterwards, the act remained so long

in London before it received the king's assent, that when it reached

Canada thus sanctioned, the two ^ears during which it was to

operate had entirely lapsed.*

. The governor repassed to Europe during the summer. He
organised, or left orders to organise, a Canadian regiment, of two

• This would be an amusing instance (were the subject not too grave

a matter in itself) of " the way not to do it," at the colonial (alias " cir-

cumlocution") oflSce, in grimy Downing Street, London. The British

"know-nothing" (and do less) system, immemorially established there,

still survives, and probably ever will to a great if now slightly dimin-

ished extent. Many more of the Canadian (real) grievances than ia

generally imagined were not born of unkind intent, but caused by fre-

quent changes and transferences of cabinet ministers, with or through

of their sulpordi-the official iaeptitude| .ignorance, and .smuggle

nates.

—
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battalions—juat as Du Oalvethad suggested ; but this corps was dis-

banded afterwards, perhaps for political reasons, the home author-

ities judging that it was not prudent to train the colonists to

arms ; and recollecting that the men of the States had found that

a warlike apprenticeship, passed in hostilities against French Ca-

nada, inured them, when provincials, to service which eventuated

in their triumph.

Lord Dorchester, before leaving, also convoked the electoral

colleges for a general election of assembly-men. The enfranchised

made a more careful selection this time ; more than a moiety of

the former sitting members were thrown out : some of them for

having voted the p scription of the French language. General

Prescott, who replaced Lord Dorchester, called the legislature

together in the month of January ensuing. The election of a

president of assembly, as at the outset in the first prj-liament, led to

a distinct demarcation in partisanship : with this difference in the

present case, that the avowed mouth-pieces {organes) of the exe-

cutive overtly rallied under the governmental standard. The

voting upon the occasion also revealed several defections from the

country party, but in persons who had been suspected long before.

Judge de Bonne, for instance, and M. de Lanaudi^re, passed

into the antagonistic camp. The former was son of Captain De
Bonne de Miselle, and descended from the illustrious ducal family

Lesdigui^res. The father was attracted to Canada by the Marquis

de la Jonqui^re ; the (d^enerate) son, become a hostile partisan,

moved that Mr. Young should be president ; and when M. Panet

was proposed for re-election, he voted against him : the latter, how-

ever, was borne to the chair by a great majority. As at his pre-

vious election, every British member was in the minority ; the roll

of which was swelled with four Canadian names, besides those

of the native placemen : among the latter the solicitor-general,

who never once, now, gave an independent vote.* Henceforth

no one doubted of the (adverse) dispositions of the home govern-

ment ; which a treaty of amity and trading alliance, just co

)

eluded with the American Congress, had inspired with increased

reliance on (the oppressive) strength it could call into play.f

.;*

« i<
. ne Tota plus qne comme un hointne rendu."

t The above we take to be the real meaning, if not 30 expressed, of the

Vol. III.—
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Tho p;ovomor, after communicating a draught of that treaty, de-

manded, nevcrth<>1c8£, that tho colonial alien act should be renewed

;

'< in order (he ^ to neutralize tho efforts made without oeaeing

by emissaries, sei /erywhere from France to disturb the tran-

quillity of other cr.untries." This seemed to be a concerted lulling

of apprehensions on one side, and exciting them on the other,

without any proper cause ; for, as has been already said, Canada

was physically remote from tho French republic, and yet more dis-

tant from French republicanism in its mind. k v ii.

In no other respect waa this session so remarkable as for its

sanction of additional executive powers. The resistance (in the

rural districts) to the road bill seems to have alarmed the men in

place. Not content with the renewed alien act, the governor ob-

tained from the two chambers an agreement vesting the executive

council, or any three of its members, with the power of ordering

the arrest of parties accused, or even merely suspected, of treason

or seditious practices. The tenor of the habeas corpus act being

opposed to such arbitrariness, that law was suspended.

There is reason for believing that Prescott's mind had become

a prey to (groundless) inquietudes. Men who had been witnesses

of the American revolution and French anarchy, perhaps thought

that almost any kind of convulsion in Britain or her colonies might

follow upon two such events, the results of which had so comple-

tely belied their preconceptions. Accordingly, the govciTior has-

tened to send orders to the justices of the peace, and captains of

militia, to arrest all such persons as should endeavour, by seditious

discourse or disloyal plotting, to break the king's peace. He was

possessed with a belief, that the opponents of road l^islation were

incited by leaders whose views were not limited to opposition in

that matter, and who corresponded or plotted with foreign emis-

saries.

Attorney-general Sewell made a judicial visitation to Montreal

in summer 1796. He reported, that the city, island, and depen-

m II
I .

" . I. ^^ M III. -Mil ^^^M^.—

aatbors own words :
" On n'eut plus de doute des-lors, sur les dispo-

sitioDS du gourernement, auquel le traits d'amiti^ et de commerce qui

venait d'etre sigue avec lea Etats-Unis, allait permettre plus de har-

diesse." ' ' ':
'
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dent districtfl, were ill disposcMl to Britain ; that M. Adct, the

French ambassador to the T^iited States, had sent an address to

the Canadians, in which they were informed that the French repub-

licans, having vanquished Spain, Austria, and Italy, wore about

to attack the British empire also, and would begin with its colo-

nies; that M. Adet's address invited the colonists to repair to the

standard of invasion, and announced that France intended to raise

troops in Canada.*

An enthusiastic American, named M'Lane, mistaking for well-

founded the suspicions spread abroad as to Canadian loyalty, was

allured to Quebec by a ship-carpenter called Black, who had

gained public favour enough to get seated as an assembly-man in

the preceding year. As soon as he got M'Lane within his power,

he hastened to apprise the authorities, whom he had informed

against him in advance. M'Lane, under an accusation of high

treason, was tried and condemned to death. The choice of jurors,

the testimony brought forward, the judgment passed, were all of

an extraordinary character. He was executed, with a very great

parade of military force, on the glacis of Quebec fortifications, in

an elevated site, where what passed could be seen in all the sur.

rounding country. The body of the culprit, after having swung

for some time on the gibbet, was lowered to the platform ; and

the executioner, cutting off the head of the corpse, held it up by

the hair, saying, " Behold the head of a traitor !" The body was

then exenterated, the heart burnt, and incisions made in the mem-

bers to indicate, rather than effect, a concluding piece of barbarity

practised on traitors' remains called quartering. Never had the

like spectacle been seen in Canada. The aim of all this savagery

was to affect the popular mind with terror. The accusers and

crown witnesses in this affair obtained large land-grants in reward

of their denunciations or to pay for their attendance.f Black

received " blood-money," but it did him no good, as every one

who knew shunned him, as a traitor himself. Overcome by public

contempt, and his mechanical capabilities failing him, he fell into

extreme penury ; and might be seen some years afterwards, eaten

• Minutes (^prods-verbal) of the Executive Council,

t Gazette of Quebec.
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np with rennin, begging his brcnd on tho dtrccts of that city,

wherein he ercwhilc was recognized for a legislator.

Meanwhile, the proceedings in usscuibly were of a very cautious

character, for a spirit of revolt was supposed to inspire the mem*

bers whenever they showed any signs of being iridopondcnt. Al-

though the seats of the war then raging were far distant, the gov-

ernors of Canada always adverted to tho imminence of danger, as

if enemies were close to its frontiers, yea, rather in our midst.

This formed part of (tory) governing policy at home and abroad,

being intended to keep the people in fear of French republicanism.

The misaon of the Canadian legislature now appeared to be, sim-

ply to pass bills of supply, and acts to strengthen executive power.

But an agitation began to manifest itself in the council, where-

in nnbn^en harmony might have been most expected to reign.

The board (bureau) charged with the management of crown

lands, composed of a select number of councillors, had participated

in nomeroos abuses, and been guilty of shameful misappropriations

(^privarications)
;
judge Osgoode was its president. The mem-

bers, under divers pretexts and in borrowed names, were found to

have consigned for their own benefit, or in favour of connexions,

large parcels of the public's territorial property. At all times,

indeed, great abuses exbted in that department of state ; and mem-

bers of the old legislative council had come to an understanding with

the subalterns of the colonial-office in London, or others having ac-

oesB to the minister, in order to obtain for themselves large grants

of land about lake St. Francis, on the postal line between Quebec

and Halifax, and in other parts of Canada.^ The (unpunished)

abases of early times multiplied in the next. Those who profited

by them, made every effort, at the same time, to exclude Canadians

from the occupation of such (filched) territory, under pretext

thai it was not right to extend their language, usages, or religion,

in a direction newly opened up : motives for exclusion then con-

sidered sufficient indeed, being, if not overtly recognized, tacitly

acted opon. Those lands had been divided into '' townships,"

with British names to each,—a nomenclature seemingly indiflFerent

in sound, but not really so in sense ; for the names, general and

* MS. Correspondence of Oonncillor Finlay, &c.
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proper, adopted, tended to keep away Canadian cultivators, who

besides knew nothing from experience of English land-tuiiure, or

of the " quit-rents" forming a part of it. These factitious obstruc-

tions (cntraves artificidleni) had an unforeseen effect. Some Ca-

nadians, but more Americans, penetrated the forest lands, on the

right side of the St. Lawrence, near the frontiers of the United

States, and chose for themselves lioldings, upon which they settled

without any title. The governor, to whom they [?] complained

of the conduct of the Board, embraced their [?] cause with ardour,

and sent a despatch to London, in which they characterized {disa^)-

prouvait) the direction of the crown lands as a fiscal nullity, seeing

that it yielded no returns whatever.* Prescott received, in 1798,

very full instructions to remedy the evil ho denounced ; while the

step he had taken gave great umbrage to the board. Thence arose

the division which took place, first between the board itself and

the governor, and next between the governor and the executive

council, which was the soul of the reigning oligarchy. The coun-

cil (as a thing of course) felt bound to help the board at a pinch

;

and this the rather, that the latter was, aftci- all, a section of the

council itself, and in fact composed of its chief members. Unin-

formed, however, for a time, of the return dispatch sent to the gov-

ernor, the first oifence taken was at his silence: the members

then treated him coldly, next hotly ; for a determined opposition

against him followed, under the direction of the chairman, Mr.

Osgoode, who was said to be a natural son of George III. He
was a man of some talent, and (what was more important) had

powerful friends at court. Emboldened by his inspirations, the

council refused to publish the new instructions ; and sent two pe-

titions to the Duke of Portland, colonial minister ; one in 1798, the

other in 1799, in both complaining of Prescott's conduct.f To

evade the consequences of tho dissension, the ministry thought it

• " Dea Canadiens, surtout des Am^ricains, p6n6trerent, &c." " Le
gouverneur, sL qui ilg se plaignirent, &c." The nominative " ils," here

would seem to refer, neither to the last named Canadians, nor to the

Americans ; but rather to tho (grammatically) remote " Canadiens," who
had such a fear of English names I

—

B.

t These petitions were signed by W. Osgoode, J., Quebec, Hugh Fin-

lay, Francis Baby, Thomas Dunn, and John Young. [The second in

order of these names, we take to be that of the Anglican prelate.]

•
|i
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itfl duty to recall the governor. Judge Osgoodo nlso asked per-

misBion to renign liis charge, and the king granted his request.

Soon thereafter, he letY Canada. The quarrel mode no great

sensiUion, because the public knew neither its subject nor uiotives.

Besides, when the governor got .into trouble with the chief func-

tionaries, he sought not popular 8upport. On the contrary, ho

turned a hostile front to the inhabitants; and whether through the

unfavourable interpretation of his instructions, or for some other

reason, he gave a bad reception to the catholics, when they solicited

tlie erection of new parishes, wanted to keep pace with the increase

of their establishinents, which were forming, nearer and nearer, all

round the closely inhabited parts of the country. Neither the

demands of the clergy- nor those of the people, nor even the appli-

cations of the assembly, prevailed with him to re-consider the rofu-

m\ he had given on the subject,—a conduct unconformable to the

ordinance of 1791. The catholics had nothing for it but to recur

to the unsatisfactory substitute of mission stations, as in tlie ear-

liest times of the colony.

Our people, therefore, learned with pleasure the recal of governor

Prescott. Robert Shore Milnes, Esq., (shortly afterwards biuo-

neted,) came to Quebec in 1799, as lieutenant-governor. On open-

ing the legislative session, he thanked the (..'anadians for the tes-

timonies they had given of their loyalty ; and more especially for

the moneys they had subscribed to defray the cost of the war

iigainst the French revolutionists, and in support of tlie well-being

of all civilized nations.

The spirit of dissension, hitherto confined to the late governor

and his council, was about to extend to the chambers. The as-

sembly manifested, during the current session, less calmness and

unanimity than in tua preceding. The subject of the Jesuits,

and a question of parliamentary privileges, arising out of the case

of a deputy named Bouc, sentcnciKl, for swindling, to an infamous

punishment,* and whom the assembly expelled,—this exertion of

• The terra used by the author, ,/frf/rM«Mrc, Kuglished as nbove, ia

surely stronger than the occasion called for. The IDiotionary of the

French Academy thus defines its iuctiminatiTe and penal uikaning :

—

" Fi,<!TRi8ai;HK : Tache A la rt^putat'ou, d<^shonneur, note d'int'ainio ; la

iniirquo d'un ter chaud itupriniti par ordre de justice."—Now liouo hav
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pnrHamentAry privil^;^ led to hoi debAtoB. Bouo havinj* been re-

elootod twioo ail^erwards, ho was rondorcd ineligible by an exprcsei

law paAsod in 1802.

The qiioBtion about the dinposal of tho Jenuits' osttttcH was of fur

greater import. P^re Caeot, the loD^st-livcd uiomber of that sup-

pressed society, had just deceased.''* His death furnished a new

opportunity for reclaiming its property, so that it might bo ap-

plied to its original educational uses. When a member, M.

Plants, moved that such should be its future destination,

Mr. Young, an executive councillor, announced ho was charged

to intimate that tho governor had given the neooRsary orders to

take possession of it in the name of the crown. Tho proposition

of M. Plants was, however, carried (thus ignoring tho governor's

message) by a minority of 17 votes. Only one Canadian opposed

it,—solicitor-general Fouchor. Tho chamber demanded a copy of

the title-deeds of the property. The governor replied that he

ing been " taken in and done for" (In a Bmall way) by a tricksy habi-

tant named Drouin, frightened tlie latter to make a money composition

for committing what (lie was assured by liouc and others) would be

treated in tho English criminal courts as a c(.)iital offence. Finding

out that the parties bad misinforraod him as to the penalty his cheatery

would subject him to, " ho protended (says Mr. Christie) he had been

wri nged, and, being advised to seek rodrcss. Bono and his confederates

were tried for a conspiracy, and convicted. Bouo was sentenced to

throe months' imprisonment, to pay a fine of £20, and to enter into bonds

of good behaviour for three years, himself in £000, and two sureties in

JE200 each. Tlie others were fined Os. 8d. each, and imprisoned three

weeks each." The whole matter, which was discreditable both to the

accuser and accused, ought to have ended there. We do not think it

likely that the British commons would expel a peccant member who had

been bo smartly dealt with As was Gliarlos-Baptisto Bouc. Wo may add,

that very certainly they would not have persisted in e,xoludinp such a

one after ro-election. We cite the case of John Wilkes, to justify this

opinion.—B.

• =' The government dealt most liberally with thorn (the surviving

Jesuits) ; they were allowed to dio out before it took possession of their

estates, or interfered with them." finiiiHTiR.—The lucky Father Oasot

(rt/t(i» Caeeau), who was but a kind of college servitor rather than a

priest, thus enjoyed a priuci'ly fortune in hia latter years, just as if be

bad boei) the lougest-liveU cuutribMtur to a " luutiue " associnliuu.

—
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would furnish them (if insisted upon) ; adding, that he had acted

upon royal instructions ; but he first appealed to the sense of the

chamber, whether it were consistent with its accustomed respect

for the throne, to persist in its present course.

The protestant bishop solicited the governor to supply school-

masters for the Canadian towns and considerable villages, to teach

the children, gratuitously, the English tongue ; along with writ-

ing and arithmetic, at a moderate price. The proposal was re-

ferred to the council, by which it was adopted ; the governor also

lending his aid. In a despatch, dated April 5, 1800, Sir Robert

proposed that portions of the crown lands, and what remained

of the Jesuits' estates, should be set apart to defray the cost of

general education ; adding, that such a measure would not only

add to the popularity of the government, but be very advantage-

ous in moral and political respects, through the use of the English

tongue ; a knowledge of which, he said, was still so rare in the

colony, that hardly did one or two British assembly-men venture

to speak it in the chamber, the others being well aware that if

they did so, there was no chance of their being understood by the

great majority of their hearers.

His Grace approved of the plan, and asked the executive council

to have a return drawn up of the amount and value of lands or

revenues still disposable, that they might be appropriated to the

foundation of the schools for the purpose of spreading the use of

the English language in Canada.

^:
Supplement to Chapter I, Book XIII.

[As the author's account of the logomachy—in every sense of that

word—got up in 1T93, on the question of the parliamentary use of

French and English speech, is rather loose, and differs considerably

from Mr, Christie's report, which we take to be as authentic as it is

clearly expressed, we here subjoin the following extract from the his-

torical repertory of that exact compiler, which he calls a History of

Lower Canada, on pages 132-4, vol. i.—£.]

" It may here he observed that the busiaess of the bouse was carried

on, and the motions put by the speaker in English and French (the lat-

ter being his native tongue), and that the journals were ktpt iu hoik
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languages. It was made a standing rule of the house, ' that no motion

shall be debated or put unless the same be in writing and seconded

:

when a motion is seconded, it shall be read in English and French by

the speaker before debate.' It was, a few days after the adoption of

this rule, resolved to amend it, by adding after the word * speaker,' the

words ' if he is master of the two languages ; if not, the speaker shall

read, in either of the two languages most familiar to him, and the read-

ing in the other language shall be by the clerk or his deputy at the ta-

ble." .... "An immensity of discussion arose as to the language (Eng-

lish or French) in which bills should be introduced, and which was to

be deemed the language of the law. It was moved, to resolve tLat the

house shall keep its journal in two registers ; in one of which the pro-

ceedings of the hpuse and the motions shall be writen in the French lan-

guage, with a translation of the motions originally made in the English

language ; and in the other shall be entered the proceedings of the house

and the motions in the English language, with a translation of the mo-

tions originally made in the French language.

" To this, Mr. Richardson moved to add, in amendment, the following,

words :
' but although the journal shall be thus kept in English and in

French, and all bills that may be brought in, or laws that may be en-

acted, shall be translated from the one into the other language, at

such stage of their progress as may be determined upon
;
yet in order

to preserve that unity of legal language, indispensably necessary in the

empire, and touching any alteration in which a subordinate legislature

is not competent, the English shall be considered the legal text.' The

proposed amendment was negatived (yeas 13, nays 26), and the original

motion unanimously passed.

" In addition to this it was, a few days afterwards, resolved, ' That

such bills as are presented, shall be put into both languages ; that those

in English be put into French, aiii those presented in French be put

into English, by the clerk of the house or his assistants, according to

the directions they may receive, before they be jad the first time ; and

when so put, shall also be read each time in both languages. It is well

understood that each member has a right to bring in any bill in his own
language

; but that after the same shall be translated, the text shall

be considered to be that of the language of the law to which said bill

hath reference.' Thus this matter, which at one moment threatened to

disturb the equanimity of the house and kindle national animosities

among the members, was- compromised, and settled down in the resolu-

tions cited, which, being made a rule of the house, was ever afterwards

cheerfully observed, and worked to the satisfaction of all."

-t
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CHAPTER II.

ADMINISTRATION OP SIR JAMES CRAIG.

1801-1811.

Elections of 1800.—Royal Institution.—Principle of taxation.—First

publication of lie Canadien newspaper in Quebec.— Affair of the Chesa-

peake, American ship-of-war.—Condition of Britain's relations with

the United States.—First dissensions between the two countries.—

Arrival of Sir James Craig in Canada.—Political proclamation.—

Re-opening of the legislature.—Bill presented to prevent judges from

sitting in assembly.—M. Bedard and other militia officers cashiered.—

Responsible cabinet.—Parliament dissolved.—Craig's insulting ad-

dress to the members.—Ideas of Le Canadien writers on the colonial

constitntion and ministerial responsibility.—Parliamentary supplies.

—A Colonial agent in London.—The judges excluded from Assembly.

—Sudden dissolution of the Canadian parliament.—Seizure of the

printing-plant, See. of Le Canadien, and incarceration of Messrs. Be-

dard, Taschereau, and Blanchet.—Proclamation of the governor.—

Elections.—Craig recommends theBritish ministry either to abolish the

(Lower Canadian) constitution, or to incorporate the two provinces

in one.—He sends his secretary to London.—Reply of the minister.^

Re-opening of the chambers.—Release of Messrs. Bedard, Ac.—Spiri-

tual affairs : interviews between the governor and M. Plessis regard-

ing the catholic church establishment.—Governmental nomination of

the parisli clergy proposed.—Wind-up of Craig's administration.

The years 1800-1805 became a season of calm for Canada. The
elections of 1800 returned as members of assembly ten govern-

ment placemen (or a fifth of the entire number) ; namely, four

executive councillors, three judges, and three other state officials.

This fusion became a guarantee for the submission of all the rest

of the representative body. Thus, no sooner was the legislature

in session, than it hastened to renew the act for the security of es-

tablished government, and enacted one to sanction the foundation

ofa " Royal Institution ;
" intended to promote, as a chief purpose,

the anglijication of the country by means of a general system of

public instruction, through the medium of the English language.

The law passed on the occasion placed institutional education at



1 ,

ADMINISTRATION OF SIR JAMES CRAIQ. 123

the disposal of the executive. The governor nominated the di-

rectors and president, who were to regulate (subject to the

governor's veto), the administration
; it was he who had to des-

ignate the several parishes wherein schools were to be opened,

and appoint the teachers. The executive council obtained the

consent of the home government t andow with land-revenues the

colleges proposed to be established, in view of obtaining more

promptly thereby the full realization of the projoot. In 1803,

the king assented to the endowment of two of the collies ; one

for Quebec, the other for Montreal.

The protestant Hshop, himself the originator (as we have seen)

of the project, was called to preside over the new institution.

This nomination paralyzed it (Z'^tou/fa) at the outset, maugre the

subsidies which were voted, during several years, for its mainte-

nance. The Canadians, who inclined neither to renounce their

language, nor their faith (^ahjurer leurs auteW), unanimously

shunned the class-rooms of the Institution ; which itself, for a

quarter-century, merely barred the way against the initiation of an

educational system more in conformity with their wishes.

Despite the impulsion which the war, hotly raging between

France and Britain, in 1801, gave to trade and especially to ship-

building, (the latter then becoming an important branch of Cana-

dian industry), there were several subjects, of colonial interest,

which excited discussion among the ultras of the party. The

usurped possession of the Jesuits' estates, the obstacles inised

to land-granting, and the creation of new parishes by law,

the selection of councillors yet more than ever hostile to the

Canadians, systematic exclusion of the latter from public offices,

a desire (among British partisans) to tax the land and con-

sequently hurt agriculture,—all of these topics became subjects

of debate ; and, in measure of the amount of distrust or jealousy,

the extent of hope and fear, which prevailed, was that public

opinion aflFected, which began to take consistence, and was soon

to manifest itself in the legislature and throughout the country.

Sir Robert Shore Milnes (as the governor was now titled) had

himself no full reliance on the loyalty of the Canadians, and did

not care to conceal his distrust : in especial, complaining to the

Duke of Portland, secretary of state for the colonies, of the free-

\\

• '»..'«.
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dom of their habitants relative to the seigneurs, and emancipation

of the catholic clergy from state control. He also earnestly ad-

vised, that the colonial militia should be disbanded ; because it

was not proper to arm and train the people of a conquered pro-

vince, such as Canada. The Duke replied, in a despatch dated

Jan. 6, 1801, that the small power the Canadian feudalry had over

their tenants was a thing to be regretted
; but, as the defect was

due to the operation of special laws and local customs, the evil

was probably remediless. As for the perfect independence of the

catholic clergy complained of, his grace observed that he could not

conceive wherefore the following article in the Royal Instructions

had been practically ignored ; namely, " No one shall be invested

with holy orders, or be charged with a cure of souls, without the

sanction (permission) of the governor." Adverting to the sug-

gested disbanding of the militia, the Duke owned that the laws of

1794 and 1786 certainly were defective; but they might be so

amended as to give the government more complete control over

the militia corps.

While the executive was organizing a system of English scho-

lastics, it was, concurrently, occupied with a project for erecting

protestant parishes, in view of their ultimately superseding the

catholic parishes.* The governor and the Duke of Portland were

then in correspondence, and the attorney-general was charged to draw

up a report, on this subject. Mr. Ryland recommended, in 1804,

to allow no one to be inducted to a cure of souls (parochial charge)

without a license from tho governor ; he advised that the Royal

Instructions should be observed, so that regal supremacy should

be maintained, and papal authority (in that matter) might be

abolished. Now had such (a usurpation) been allowed, the country

were protestantized I Finally, Mr. Ryland wished the govern-

ment to take possession of the estates of tho Seminary, and those

of some other religious institutions ; also intimating that the king

* To account for this shadowy grievaace finding a place in the above

enumeration of Canadian " wrongs," the reader will please to remem-

ber, that catholic churchmen deny the right of seculars to create a paro-

chial jurisdiction at all : a parochia, paroisse, or parish, being (ab ori-

gine) a spiritual, and, above all, a titheable circumscription. " Hinc illse

lacbrymsB ! "--B.
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ought to nominate a superintendent and deputy-superintendent of

the Romish church. Such were the sentiments of one of the

most influential men in place.* Ryland, who acted as private

secretary for all the governors of Canada, from Lord Dorchester's

time to that of Sir George Prevost, and afterwards was secretary

to the executive council, and member of the legislative council,

came at an early age to Quebec. He was, till his latest hour

(^jusqiCh sa mort) an implacable foe of the Canadians and (all)

catholics.

At the expiry of the quadrennial term of the second parliament

in 1804, there was little mutation of parties resulting from the

election of that year ; and when the session opened, only oppor-

tunity was wanting to resuming struggles begun in that preced-

ing. The first vexed question, semingly of little import in itself,

arose as to building jails in the province. The chamber laid a

tax on merchandise to defray the cost of such constructions, de-

spite the opposition of a minority of members ; these chiefly mer-

chants, who wished that real property should be taxed for the

purpose. Those persons maintained that it would be detrimental

to the colonial trade, if it were burdened with the (whole) cost of

public works ; and that a different principle ought to be adopted,

if the revenues of the country were expected to be developed. It

was replied, that whatever system of taxing should be adopted,

the burden of it would (ultimately) fall on the consumer ; and

that to burden agriculture in a new country, wherein it ought to

be the most favoured of employments, is detrimental, not only to

the general well-being, but (finally) hurtful to commerce itself.

The parliamentary contention fairly begun, there was no lack

of subjects for keeping it going ; although a certain restraint was

temporarily observed. A refusal to increase the salary of the French

translator, deeply a^ieved (bleesa) the assembly ; which regard-

ed it as an evidence of the ill-will of the authorities to the lan-

guage of the Canadians ; for the amount of money asked, was not

* " We have been mad enough to allow a company of French rascals

to deprire us, for the moment, of accomplishing all this ; but one pru-

dent, decisive step might rectify the absurdity." Extract of a letter,

dated Dec. 22, 1804, respecting the church establishment in Lower
Canada, printed in Ohaibtib's History o/L. C.) vol. vi.
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considerable enough to put an end to the good understanding

which still prevailed. The assembly waa about to appoint a

committee to consider the question, when the parliament was pro-

rogued.

Sir R. S. Milnes left for Europe, leaving as his substitute the

oldest executive councillor, Mr. Dunn, who appointed the next

meeting of the chambers to take place early in 1806. The pique

(humeur) which the assembly-men had manifested towards the

close of the previous session, did not lessen during the recess.

They determined to call severely tc ccount the journalists who

had censured the voting of the majority on the jail-tax (inipdt),

and ordered the publisher of the Montreal Gazette to be arrested.

The publisher of the Qud)ec Mercury, a newspaper started the year

before, tried to defend himself, but was fain to make an apology

for his (imputed) offence, in order to avoid incarceration. The

(alleged) breach of privilege in neither case deserved the chastise-

ment they provoked j such an exercise of parliamentary potency

was itself an infraction of popular rights, and even detrimental

to the assembly's own independence,—both finding general sup*-

port in the liberty of the press. -'"^^
> „ .,/,»f -

Meanwhile the mercantile party, conscious of the great influence

it ever had at head-quarters in London, petitioned His Majesty

to veto the jail act. Whereupon, the assembly at once adopted a

motion, made by M. Bedard, praying the king to sanction it

;

transmitting, along with the petition, a memorial in justification

of the measure. " The assembly considered," urged the memo-

rialists, '' that no parallel can be drawn between the long establish-

ed realms of Europe and Canada, in regard of the propriety of

taxing the land. In the mother country, and in others where

agriculture has made most lands almost of equal value, a terri-

torial impost presses equally on all ; but in Canada, where tillage

is most irr^ular and unequal, to assess by the acre would be

inequitable indeed ; for thus he whose ground may not be worth

one penny (six deniers) an acre, would have to pay as much as

those who may have in their domains land worth £3 (60 Uvres)

an acre. A land-tax would therefore press heaviest of all on those

beginning to clear ground, than on those possessed of ground al-

ready cleured ; and thus new o(^onists would be loaded with most
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of the proposed burden, while they ought, in reason, rather to be

encouraged (at the beginning).

" A land-tax, on the other hand, baaed upon estimation of the

liabilities of every holding, is plainly impracticable : the cost of

valuation and tax-oollcoting would exceed the returns.

'' Moreover, a land-tax would be unjust, because the inhabitanta

of towns, whose wealth consists in movables, would be exempted

from its operation. The assembly considers generally, that an

impost upon commerce, and particularly upon such objects as those

that are taxed in the act, was the most just, the least felt, and its

repartition the most equal ; for it is the consumer who pays ulti-

mately. Though it lias been objected, that merchants labour under

more disadvantageous circumstances in this country than else-

where, because they cannot re-export their commodities to other

markets, this circumstance, instead of being a disadvantage to

them, works in their favour, for it gives them the power of regu-

lating the commerce of the country, and making the consumer

pay the duty ; seeing that they have no other competitors than

those who pay the same imposts."

In vain had the dissentient party, led by Mr. Richardson,

tried to nullify the proposal by an amendment : it was sanctioned

by a majority of more than two to one of assentients. Thus was

confirmed, after prolonged debates, the decision adopted previous-

ly on the grand principle in question, of levying taxes : a princi-

ple which has, ever since, served as a basis for the financial sys-

tem of this province. It was adopted in conformity with the

interest of all new countries, the primary desideratum for which

is, to transmute its forest lands into fertile and well-cultivated

grounds.—The law was sanctioned by the governor.

The agitation of the subject, however, increased prevailing

adverse feeling. Even the governor himself did not escape its

malign influences. The contestation was tinged, like otjiers, with

national jealousy. The mercantile party, not able to contain its

vexation at the check it had just received, raised its voice again

against the alien or^in ofits adversaries, and tried to shift (ramener)

the discussion to the ground of nationality. Thus did the Qu^ec

Mercury deliver itself on the subject :
" This province is far too

French for a British colony Whether we be in a state ofpeaoe

.*
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or war, it is absolutely neoeasary that we exert all our effort*, by

every avowable means, to oppose the increase (^accroistement) of the

French, and the augmentation of their influence After 47

years' poesession, it is now fitting that the province become (truly)

British." This cry, raised by the violent men of the party but

disavowed by the moderate, was more particularly due to a rumour

which got about, that the Canadians were about to establish a

newspaper, to bo printed in French, intended to proclaim their

political rights, and reclaim in their favour all constitutional ad-

vantages*

Despite every opposition, Le Canadim (No. 1) appeared in No-

vember, 1806. In its prospectus, the aim and principles of its

projectors were thus expounded :
—" Long before the present

time, many persons who love their country and (respect) its

government have felt regret that the priceless privilege with which

we are endowed by our constitution, liberty of the press,

should have remained so long a dead letter The right which

the British people possess (and exert), of freely expressing their

sentiments on all the public acts of their government, is in truth

the main-spring of their well-being It is the freedom of

printed speech which makes the British constitution so fit for

benefiting the populations coming under its protection. Every

species ofgovernment ought to have the good of the people for its

chief aim, and possibly each of them aspires, at least, to attain

that end ; but all have not the means for its realization. The
despot knows not his people's likeness but from the portrait

drawn of it by his courtiers ; he sees only with their eyes, and

hears through their ears alone. Under the constitution of Great

Britain, its immediate subjects have the right of making them-

selves known to authority through the medium of a public press

;

and by the free expression of sentiment in its journals, the whole

nation becomes, as it were, the confidential adviser of its execu-

tive.

" A despotic government, on the contrary, ever ill informed, is

unceasingly liable to damage the interests and shock the feeling

of the people, whom, in fact, it does not intimately know ; and

thus, without meaning it perhaps, does violences, and inflicts evils,

the effect of which it may not perceive till too late for remedy

:
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hence it is, that absolute governments are those most subject to

revolutions. Under the British constitution, nothing being done

in secret, and no constraint preventing the subject from freely ex-

pressing his thoughts, in a country where the individual man, so

to speak, thinks aloud,—it is impossible that the perils which dog

the heels of absolutism can exist ; and this it is which gives that

wondrous stability to British institutions which have left them

standing erect, while so many governmenta of Europe have been

iuccessively upset.

" The Canadians, as the newest subjects in the British empire,

have the greatest interest of all in being properly represented.

Yet they have lately seen themselves victimized by the dark insi-

nuations contained in a journal here, printed in English, without

possessing the proper means for replying to them. Our compar

triota have all an interest in seeing prejudices against them dissi-

pated ; also in the eflfacing of those evil impressions of us which

the disguised efforts of malignity may leave on the minds of the

people of Britain, yea even in the mind of royalty itself. It has

been imputed to us as a crime, that we adhere to the use of our

mother tongue to express our sentiments and to reclaim our rights

;

but undeserved accusations appal not the innocent. A sincere

avowal of proper feeling is not disloyal, in whatever language ex-

pressed."

The appearance of the new journal marks the era of the earliest

vindication of Gallo-Canadian liberty of the press. Before its

publication, no newspaper in the colony had ventured to discuss

political questions, as was done by the press of Britain. The po-

lemical department of Le Canadien, though at first entirely

composed of anonymous communications, yet gave a great impulse

to constitutional studies ; and, in this regard, the title of the

earliest French print that appeared in the colony, merits to be set

at the hCvad of our journalistic annals.*

• " The first number of Le Canadien, a newspaper entirely in French,

issued in November of the present year in Quebec, from a small presa

procured for the purpose, by the contributions of several Canadian

gentlemen, with the professed intention of vindicating the French-Cana-

dian character, frequently aspersed, as they deemed it, by a press of tht

Vol. ni.—
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The political rclationn of Britain with our neighbours of the

States, be{!an to driw the puhliu attention to nrhat wnn passing

bejond the frontiers of the oolony. The terrible wars in Europe,

afeising oat of the Frencli Revolution, excited a strong feeling,

among the American ropublioans, in favour of Franco. The
United States men had diHapprovingly seen one of the freest of

Earopean nations form allianoos with unmitigated despotisms,

against that liberty which, with no much difficulty, had come into

being and was spreading itself in the Old World ; but the govern-

ment of Washington exerted all its efforts to postpone, among the

citixens of the republic, the expression of hostile sentiments which

iroold have led to a war against Britain, and consefpiently a strug-

gle on the high seas, for which the American marine was not yet in

a proper state to engjige. These restraining efforts of the execu-

tive, always a weak power in the States, had small success. For

some time back, the relations between the two countries had lost

much of that cordiality which the American cabinet was still try-

ing to maintain, and which was about to disappear entirely along

with Whiff policy as that of the Union.

The French Revolution, and the wars in its train, eventuated in

the dcstroction of the navies of all the continental nations, who

found it impossible to hold their own on sea as on mnd. Britain,

left sole mistress of the former, was willing to profit by all the

resultant advantages. The United States, on the other hand, as a

neutral nation,claimed to trade freely with all the belligerent parties.

The British, making no account of this pretension of the Ameri-

otber langoage, in Quebec, and to repel the constant assaults' from it,

of which thej believed iaej had cause to complain ; and to iDStruct

their compatriots io their duties and rights as British subjects under the

eonstitation ; in themselves jast and commendable purposes. But it far

exceeded these, bj constantlj appealing to national prejudices,—subrer-

sire of the harmoaj which until then had prevailed between the two

races; and with it commenced the reign of agitation and discord which

afterwards uofaappilj distracted the province. It was, from the outset,

anti-execatire in politics, anti-commercial in its doctrines; and, indeed,

Miti-British in spirit ; treating as anti-Canadian everything British in

the colonr, and the British immigrants and population as ' llrangera et

inirm,'—strangen and intraders."-*RoBBRT Cbristii i Hittory &/ Lowtr

Canada, I. 251-2.—B. ' '- «"f':H .t>i
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oanH, in 180G proohkimcd tho lino of oontincntiil seaboard of Eu.

ropo, from Brost to tho Elbe, to be in a stato of permanent blook-

tde ; in enforcing which they captured a groat number of Amo>

rican vessels for breaking through it. Napoleon I, by way of re-

prisal, declared the British coasts themselves to be in a like state

of blookudo. Tho British government retorted, in tho year fol-

lowing, by prohibiting all oountritis from trading with Franco.

These extraordinary measures, violating as they did the laws of

nations and the rights of neutrals, occasioned great irritation in

tho United Stut^is ; and their uierohanta loudly demanded protec-

tion against them from their government. Concurrently, the

British claimed, as part of their maritime code, tho Right of Search

;

namely, the freedom to sock for, and seize when found, aboard

foreign vessols,all those British sailora who had taken service therein.

This (assumed) right was chiefly exercised in the case of Ameri-

can vessels, in which many British seamen were employed. A
British ship-of-war, following up this qr^st, attacked tho U. S.

frigate Chenapeake, killed and wounded several of the crew, boarded

her, and took by force four men said to bo British deserters,*

The United States government, in consequenoo, shut its ports

against all British vessels in American waters, till satisfaction should

be made for the above hostile act, and all future repetition of it

were renounced. These doings were followed, on one part, by tho

famous " orders in council," prohibiting all commerco with the

French or their allies ; and, on the other, by the " Milan decree,"

promulgated by Napoleon I, which forbade trade of any kind, by

any nation, with Britain or her colonies. The United States, in

view of self-protection, laid an embargo on tho shipping of all

nations ; but which was taken off during the following year, for

the American traders found that they were tho greatest sufferers

by its operation ; but commerce with France and Britain was in-

* The author chooses to ignore the fact, that the conduct of the cap-

tain of iha Leopard (British man-of-war) was diaavowed by his superiors,

and such reparation as it was possible to make freely granted. The
untoward incident took place, in June 1807, just outside the Capes of

the Chesapeake. Of the four seamen seized, one, named Jenkins Rat-

ford, a British deserter, was hanged. The other three (says Bancroft)

were men of colour, and American citizens.—.B.
'
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terdlcted, till the government of each should give satisfaction to

the American suflForers through their obstructive polity. At the

same time, the men of the States took measures for putting cheir

country into a defensible state, and prepared for war.

Such were the transactions which supervened between the Ame-

rican republic and the kingdom of Great Britain in the years

1806-9 inclusive ; and, forecasting a coming war, the attention of

the former was already turning towards Canada.

The conduct of the British party in that province was fitted to

increase rather than to lessen the hopefulness of the Americans.

All that it could do it did, to irritate the French population.

The bishop of Quebec, M. Denaut, dying in 1806, M. Plessis,

his coadjutor since 1797, and titular of Canatha in Palestine, was

chosen (in virtue of a bull issued by Pius VII, so far back as

A.D. 1800)* to succeed the deceased prelate. The colonial attorney-

general and Mr. Byland did their utmost to prevent Mr. Dunn,

governor-substitute, from recognizing M. Plessis as bishop, and

taking the oath of fealty to the king. Byland wrote, that he " de-

spised and hated the cath^^lic religion, for it degraded and embruted

human reason ; and became the curse of every country wherein

it existed." The obstructive attempts of the British party, in the

present case, were bootless, however : Dunn recognized the new

prelate, and received the required oath in full council,—to the

great discontent of the protestants.f

Some time thereafter, the protestant bishop being in London,

complained to the ministry that as the lately inducted catholic

prelate took the title of Bishop of Quebec, he;inclined to resign his

own charge. Lord Castlereagh reminded him, that M. Plessis

was no foreigner, that neither were the clergy of his diocese aliens

;

and that, in fine, both were entitled to enjoy all rights appertain-

ing to them as catholics.

For some time, the rumour ran, that the Canadians only waited

the mere appearance of the American flag among them, to rise in a

body and join the American confederation. This notion, widely

* He was consecrated, in Quebec, Jan. 25, 1801.

t Letters of Byland to the protestaut bishop of Quebec, dated Jan.

26, 27, and Feb. 3, 1806.
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spread, was first set afloat by their enemies, to excite the distrust

of the metropolitan country ; the resident British ever represent-

ing their fello\r-colonists of French origin as so many rebels.

The Americans, who wished to put an end to European dominsr

tion in all parts of this continent, eagerly propagated the above

report, through their numerous journals.

By way of contradicting it practically, Mr. Dunn caused a

grand military demonstration to be made. In summer 1807, ho

called up a fifth part of the colonial militia, ordaining the force to

be ready to march at the first signal. Concurrently, the bishop

(M. Plessis) addressed a pastoral letter to all his flock. The bal-

lotting for men, and their training afterwards, were cheerfully and

briskly carried on, to a degree which belied the insinuations thrown

out against the loyalty of the Canadians.

The fortifications of Quebec were augmented and remounted

under the supervision of Colonel Brock, then commandant of the

garrison. But war was not to break out yet a while. The people

of the States were not yet in a fit condition to encounter a nation

paramount on the seas, and possessed of a land-force, superior for

numbers and discipline, to that the republic could bring into the

field. Diplomatists tried (or affected) to settle the difl&culties be-

tween the two governments.

At this critical time. Sir James Craig arrived as new governor

for Canada. He was a military officer of some repute ; but as

an administrator, too narrow-minded and whimsical. He delighted

in military pomp ; and usually addressed civilians as if they had

been so many recruits liable to the quickening impulsion of a cat-o'-

nine-tails (soumiscs au martinet). In his " general order " of

Nov. 23, after expressing his satisfaction at the zeal manifested

by the militia for defence of the country, he added, that he had

seen with uneasiness acts of great insubordination committed in

the parish of Assomption ; and exhorted every one to be on his

guard against treasonable artifices, and the discourses of emissaries

prowling everywhere to seduce the people. " Those discourses,"

he owned, *' had little efff-ct among a fortunate people (such as

the Canadians were), who experienced, every day of their lives, the

protection and beneficence of their governiucnt ; nevertheless, to

prevent effectually the ill cff'ects which result (from evil inspira-
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^

tion, specially among the young and ignorant), I enjoin all the

militiamen to watch attentively the presence of aliens who come

amongst them; and whenever their conduct or words appear

suspectible, they are to be taken before a magistrate or gome

militia officer, to be dealt with accordingly."

This general order dwelt so very particularly on American intri-

guers and on plainly anticipated war defections, that the colonists

must have thought the country had a volcano under it, ready for

eruption. But there was really nothing impending which could

authorize the special solemnity of an appeal to the loyal feeling of

the people of Canada at this time. The troubles signalized by

the governor had no political colour, and were due either to causes

we have already pointed out, or to local disputes, which officious

agents of the executive represented as being very grave, in order

to exalt their own credit for reporting or repressing them. Never,

in fact, were the Canadians more attached to the government before

that time or anoe ; but Sir James Craig, having thrown himself

headlong, at the outset, into the arms of their most ardent foes,

he continued to misapprehend all things, presented to him as they

were through a partisan medium. He never doubted that the

Gallo-Canadians, their leaders more especially, were hostile to

British suzerainty (d leurs maitres) ; that they merely dissembled

their disloyalty ; and that they were to be distrusted in all things.

He chose Byland for his secretary ; who fell in love (political)

with his maater at first sight ; writing exultingly to the protes-

tant bishop, even before the new governor had taken the oaths,*

'*' Craig is just the man for this country !"

In opening parliament, January 29, 1808, Craig adverted to

the wars in Europe, and French ambition. He said, " It would

have been highly gratifying to me, if upon this occasion I could

be the bearer of any well-grounded annunciation of the restora-

tion of that peace, which, as the surest foundation of the welfare

and hap^, -ness of his people, is the constant object of his Majesty's

endeavours ; but while an implacable enemy is exerting every

resource of a power, hitherto unexampled in the world, and which

is controlled by no principle of justice or humanity in attempting

our ruin,—while that enemy, under the irritation of a disappointed

• This formality took place Oct. 24, 1807.



ADMINISTEATION OP SIE JAMES CEAIG. 135
n

ambition, which, boundless in its extent, aims at no less than the

subjugation of the world, regards with a malignant inveteracy,

which he does not attempt to conceal, the only nation now in

Europe, which, by the wisdom of its government, the resources of

its wealth, and the energy, virtue, and public spirit of its people,

has been able to resist him,—it must be with cautious diffidence,

and a reliance only on the blessings of Divine Providence, that we

can look forward to the wished-for cessation of the inconveniences

of war." ;m

. He spoke, afterwards, of what it more concerned the Canadians

to know. Making allusion to the relation between Britain and

the United States, he said that he had nothing to impart which

threw any light upon matters then in debate between the two

powers ; but expressed a hope that the wisdom embodied in the

cabinets of London and Washington would find means to avoid

the calamities likely to be attendant on a war between two nations

of kindred origin, usages, and language. He added, however,

that means for meeting adverse eventualities were not to be ne-

glected
J
and he had the firmest confidence that the co-operation

of the people in that respect would not be wanting ; while the

loyalty and zeal of the militia met his own warmest approbation.

All appearances gave promise that, if the colony were attacked, it

would be defended in such a manner as was to be expected of a

brave race, who fight for all that is dear to it.

This language regarding the spirit of the militia was at once

more politic and truthful than that in Craig's " general order."

—

The reply of the assembly was of a character which ought to have

persuaded Britons that they might reckon on the fidelity of the

Canadians, despite the prejudices and fears which late repeated

appeals to it betrayed.

The double question of the propriety of excluding judges and

Jews from the assembly, in imitation of British parliamentary

practice, filled up much of the session. The Jews were excluded

by a resolution. As for the judges, M. Bourdages presented a

bill which the chamber adopted, by a vote of 22 against 2 ; but

the council, to the great discontent of the public, rejected the

measure. The latter body, afterwards, secretly rejoiced that a

.
•«,
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hostile feeling arose between the governor and the assembly, to-

wards the close of the session.

For some time back, this alien feeling became more apparent

on the discussion of each new subject ; and the coterie [entourage)

of the governor, aided by functionaries now aware of their chief 's

character, set about exciting his passions with all that freedom

which his peculiar tastes permitted them to use. They applied

themselves to detect, in every strain of speech, and in every oc-

currence, evidences of Canadian plotting. By this means, they

took firm hold upon the irritable nature of Craig. The function-

aries well knew they could not hope to change the representative

system as established by law ; but, to destroy its influence before-

hand, they used their accustomed weapon, calumny. Craig's hos-

tility they directed especially on the president of the assembly, M.
Panet. They hated him none the less for being reputed as a share-

holder in Le Canadien newspaper. They got his name erased

from the roll of militia officers, along with those of Messrs. Be-

dard, Taschereau, Blanchet, and Borgia.*

Nearly at this time. Judge Allcock died ; a personage detested

• " M. Panet and some other gentlemen wei?, shortly after this, dis-

missed from their militia commissions. The following letter, addressed

to each of them, on the occasion, is explanatory :—' Castle of St. Lewis,

Quebec, I4th June, 1808. Sir,—I am directed, by his Excellency the

Governor-in-chief, to acquaint you, that he thinks it necessary for Hit

Majesty's service, to dismiss you from your situation as of the town

militia. His Excellency bids me add, that he is induced to adopt this

measure, because he can place no con&dence in the services of a person

whom he has good ground for considering as one of the proprietors of a

seditious and libellous publication, that is disseminated through the pro-

vince with great industry ; and which is expressly calculated to vilify

his Majesty's government, and to create a spirit of dissatisfaction and

discontent among his subjects, as well as of disunion and animosity

between the two parts of which they are composed.

I am, &c.,

H. W. RYLAND.'
*' The gentlemen to whom the above letter was addressed, according to

the Canadien, were Messrs. T. A. Panet, lieut.-colonel ; P. Bedard, cap-

tain; T. T. Taschereau, captain and aide-major; T. L.Borgia, Lieu-

tenant ; and F. Blanchet, surgeon." H. Christie : History of the late

Province of Lower Canada, vol. i, pp. 2V5-6, note.
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by Ryland, and probably by all the men of his (the British)

party. The government nominated attorney-general SeweU as his

successor, replacing the latter by a young barrister, Mr. Bowen

;

thus giving the " go-by " to solicitor-general Stuart : who lost the

governor's good graces, first, and 3aw his own functions next pass

into the hands of a barrister then new to the colony, Mr. Uniacke.

These strange promotions and displacings were prelusive of trou-

bles. Ryland, who was already the faithful mouth-piece of the

governor, wrote in 1808, that the assembly would soon become

" a focus of sedition, and an asylum for all the demagogic turbu-

lence of the province. To remedy the evil, much wisdom was

needful, united to a preponderating British influence in the two

councils."

When casting his eyes towards the legislative council, which

the governor wished to pit against the assembly, he perceived

that it was composed of twelve members only, though the consti-

tutive law ordained that t^ere should be fifteen. He hastened to

write to Lord Castlereagh, praying that he would complete the num-

ber, and thereby strengthen the ruling staff.

To the astonishment of all, however, the governor ratified the

re-election of M. Panet as president of the assembly, when par-

liament met in April, 1809, after the general election in 1808,

by which the complexion of the chamber was no ways changed.

In his opening address, he spoke of the relations then existing

between Britain and the States, and of the political intestine

stru^les. He said that what was known of the disposition of the

American government gave small hope of its adopting a peaceful

policy ; and that it was needful to be vigilant, and follow up the

precautionary measures already judged necessary. He hoped that

the chambers would renew the laws passed with those intents

during the late session.

In speaking afterwards of interior polity, he said that the mem-

bers, who came from all parts of the colony, must have perceived

how prosperous a people were, from belug subject to no other laws

than those passed by their own representatives. He added, that

if the harmony which prevailed between the different races com-

posing the population were impaired, the discord ensuing would

be the evil fruit of unjust suspicions, and ill-fouuded jealousies,

•
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on one or botli sides, and of baseless conjectures formed as to the

polity and intentions of the government.

M. de Bourdages moved, that the assembly, in its reply to the

address, should express clearly the members' opinions on the per-

nicious influences which perverted (circonvenaient) the executive.

In the debates which followed, the Canadian leaders, while they

let the full extent of their dissentiment be seen, did not insist

upon shaping it into overt oppositions. It was observed that M.

Bourdages, in the reasons of his motion, allowed that alien influ-

ences led him to act wrongly. Now this might very well be pre-

dicated of ext ntive acts in Britain, where a cabinet of responsible

ministers existed ; but in- the colony, where ministerial accounta-

bility there was none, the administration could not be openly cen-

sured. All the members agreed that there were no grounds for

directing at the ch,^mber insinuations of there being jealous feeling

in them against government ; the governor's discourse eontained

no pointed reflection, and the chamber might be content to rejJy

to any insinuations indirectly.

It was replied that, on the contrary, in the actual posture of

affitirb, the governor's address gave rise to serious reflections, for

it tended to originate an undue influence on the votes of the two

chambers. The genuine sentiments and real acts of both could

be known only by their votes. If the passage of the address in

question was not intended to influence the suffrag«>« nf the members,

then was it quite meaningless. The word ** government " therein

employed, might have an imposing sound in the ears of new mem-
h&K, perhaps ; but not in the apprehension of those to whom our

constitution had become familiar. When government acts execu-

tively, every one must needs yield obedience ; every act contrary

to such obedience, is that of a bad subject. But when the govern-

ment exercises l^islative power, it is then only one of thi*ee branches

of the l^islature, and the two others are independent of it. Far

from considering as illegal the opposition of one of these two

branches to the executive, their bounden duty it is to object frtely

whenever they judge it needful to do so. As for expression of

suspicions regarding the government, they cannot apply to any one

of the three powers, since themselves, collectively, form the govern-

ment. y
' .si" >1 : - •?!'
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M. Bedard, in discussing the question, founded his argiiment

upon first principles ; and while debating upon ministerial responsi-

bility showed that the element of ttecountableness was essential tu a

constitution. " The first duty of our chamber, this third branch

of the legislature," he urged, " is to maintain its own indepen-

dence, even against the attempts of the executive to abridge it.

By accepting the assurances of those who give out, that ' there is

no ministry in Canada, the chamber either abandons that first duty,

and renounces the maintenance of its own (substantive) existence

;

or else (overleaping all intermediate responsibility) has to point its

accusations directly against the king's chief officer among us, which

would be a constitutional monstrosity, because we ought to "ceoog-

nise in the governor of Canada the sacred personification of Ma-

jesty, and act in conformity to the maxim of regal immunity from

all blame." It appeared, therefore, that the desire for possessing

a ministry was not a vain aspiration, as some mistakenly supposed,

but the expression of a perception that the colonial constitution

lacked one of its essential parts. M. Bedard took occasion to ob-

serve, that, independently of all constitutional maxims, the gov-

ernor, who had been in the country but a short time, could learn

the disposition of its inhabitants only through information given

him by others ; that although there was no regularly constituted

or openly recognised ministry, yet a kind of cabinet there certainly

was, for surely the governor regularly resorted for advice to a

select number of functionaries set apart for that very purpose

;

that when occasion called for it, the chamber would find no difii-

culty in ascertaining who those parties were ; finally, that virtual

ministries always like to counsel in ihe dark, and that the coun-

sellings even of ministers in Britain had not always been made

patent to the public view as they now were."

In the remarkable speech, of which the above reasonings formed

a part, the orator expounded the nature of a really constitutional

system, such as that actually accorded to Canada forty years later

;

but, at the time of its utterance, he was regarded as the apostle of

revolutionary doctrines, and accused of propagating evil ideas,

which it was indispensable to repress, if open seditions were to be

avoided.

Judge de Bonne, the mouth-piece of the executive (jt'organe du

'.••
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chdteau) controverted the opinions of M. Bedard ; saying, " that

to admit them as political verities, would degrade royal authority,

and even bring the person of the sovereign into popular contempt.

Surely this is not a fit time," he added, " for agitating such ques-

tions as that now under discussion, when the attitude of the Ame-

ricans is so menacing to us I Signs of dissentiment, on points so

vital as those we have just heard mooted, are matters of perilous

import during the present crisis ; for they are apt to cause us to

be taken for a divided, and not what we substantially are, a united

people. Let us have a care lest we manifest, inopportunely, a

jealousy of all other branches of the legislature ; for wc should, by

indulging in such distrustfulness, justify all the apprehensions ex-

pressed in the governor's address, r^arding alien sowers of sedition,

yea give rise to an imputation that our own regard for establish-

ed authority is not unimpeachable." The judge herein but ex-

pressed sentiments which he inwardly felt the truth of. Himself

the scion of a noble and ancient family, he had inherited and

cherished the traditional opinions bequeathed to him: thus he

looked upon absolute royal authority as a right properly unassail-

able by popular representatives ; and the modifying influences of

an elective assembly on the executive as a thing of very doubtful

desirability.

The discussion of the question, as viewed from a new stand-

point by M. Bedard, certainly made a sensation ; but his proposal

of constituting distinct ministerial responsibility appeared (to the

greater number) too hardy to be then taken into formal consider-

ation ; and, as time went on, the chamber seemingly became obli-

vious of that great constitutional principle. Not to mention that the

majority willed not to begin the session with a wrangle, previously

to giving a form of expression to sentiments usually emitted in re-

ply to an inauguratory discourse by the governor. The assembly,

therefore, rejected the motion of M. Bourdages, also the paragraph

which M. Bedard wanted to embody in the reply to the house,

expressing its regret that the governor had thought it his duty to

recal to the attention of the members the circumstance of a mixed

nationality, or to intimate that there was or could be any suspi-

cions or jealousies among them of the governmfint ; that, never-

theless, the assembly-men were willing to believe, that so right-
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minded and bo generous-hearted a man as he, was not capable, had

ho been left to himself, of such ungracious conduct ; but that it

must have been entirely due to his misplaced confidence in persons

whose evil animus he was not aware of; parties who at no time

time counselled what was good either for the state or the people,

the care for whose well-being had been confided to his Excellency.

The allusion made, indirectly, by the governor, to angry discus-

sions (difficult^) in preceding sessions, did not prevent the cham-

ber from reverting to the question of unseating the judges, and

following the practice of the British legislature in that regard.

Those members whose opinions were the most decided, wished to

exclude them by a simple resolution, as it appeared that such had

been the mode employed {or purging the British parliament ; but a

great majority of the members of assembly always hoped to obtain

the consent of the two other branches of the legislature to the in-

tended expurgation. . > i;;-.'*'"' I-:- !• .1: -ti:

The governor, who had very different ideas of colonial repre-

sentation from those of the chamber, came to the conclusion, at

the outset, that no accordance was possible between him and ita

members in this regard, and persisted steadily to oppose what was

wanted ; so that matters came to this pass,—either he must give

way, or else a dissolution of the parliament would result. The

Utter issue, his character being taken into account, was all but

certain ; as he was already, on his castled height, chafing at the

audacity of the assembly-men 1 Taking advantage of the expul-

sion of Mr. Hart* for the second time, he resolved to prorogue the

chamber after a session of 36 days, previously to dissolving the

parliament. Repairing to the hall of the legislative council, with

a numerous suite, he demanded the attendance of the people's re-

presentatives. The preliminaries were so arranged, on this occa-

sion, that the members had no knowledge of what wus about to

ensue, till the arrival of the grenadiers of the guard before their

door.

Addressing the assembly-men present, the governor said :
" Gen-

..*

• . * ti

11

' ; *l

11

• Mr. Ezekiel Hart was a merchakit in Three-Rivers, a highly respect-

able inan, but of English birth and a Jew ; and being such, emiueutly

obnoxious, if only for bis double " nationality."

—

B.
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tlemen, when I met yoa at the commencement of the present Be»-

sion, I had no reason to doubt your moderation or your prudence,

and I therefore willingly relied upon both. Under the guidance

of thoflo principles I expected from you a manly sacrifice of all

personal animosities, and individual dissatisfaction,—a watchful

solicitude for the concerns of your country, and a steady persevo-

ance in the executing of your public duty, with leal and disp,itch.

I looked for earnest endeavours to promote the general harmony

of the province, aud a careful abstinence from whatsoever might

have a tendency to disturb it ; for due, and, therefore, indispen*

sable attention to the other branches of the legislature, and for

prompt and cheerful co-operation and assistance in whatever

might conduce to the happiness and welfare of the colony : all

this I had a right to expect, because such was your constitutional

duty ; because such a conduct would have been a lasting testi-

mony, as it was the only one sought for by his Migesty's govern-

ment, of that loyalty and affection which you have so warmly pro-

fessed, and which I believe you to possess ; and because it was

particularly called for by the political juncture of the times, and

especially by the precarious situation in which we then stood with

respect to the American States : now I am sorry to add, that I have

been disappointed in all these expectations, and in every hope on

which I relied. ,j j^

;

" You have wasted," continued he, " in fraitless debates, exci-

ted by private and personal animosity, or by frivolous contests upon

trivial matters of form, that time and those talents, to which,

within your walls, the public have an exclusive title. This abuse

of your functions you have preferred to the high and important

duties which you owe to your sovereign and to your constituents

:

and you have, thereby, been forced to neglect the consideration of

matters of moment and necessity which were before you ; while you

have, at the sometime, virtually prevented the introduction of such

others as may have been in contemplation. If any proof of this

misuse of your time were necessary, I have just presented it, in

having been called on, after a session of five weeks, to exercise his

Majesty's prerogative of assent to only the same number of bills,

three of which were the mere renewal of acts to which vou stood

pledged, and which required no discussion. So much of intern-
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pcratc heat has boen manifested in all your proceedings, and you

have shewn such a prolonged and disrespectful attention to mat-

ters submitted to your consideration, by the other branches of the

legislature, that whatever might be the moderation and forbearance

exercised on their parts, a general good understanding is scarcely

to be looked for without a new assembly."

After other reproachful observations, he expressed his entire

confidence in the discretion of the electors ; adding his persuasion

that they would very surely amend the call they had made on

improper parties to serve, which would prevent further troubles

and greatly advance public interests. He assured the assembly-

men that the task he had undertaken, in the present case, gave

him extreme pain to perform.—Then, turning towards the legis-

lative councillors, he expressed his great satisfaction and lively gra-

titude to them ; which, he said, they had well merited by the unani-

mity, zeal, and attention they always manifested. " If little

good has resulted to tho public from late sessional labours, the

fault does not lie at your door, at any rate," he added. Then re-

suming his address to tho a.ssembly-men, he thus wound up :

** To a considerable portion of the house of assembly, my thanks

are equally due. I trust they will believe, that I do them the

justice of a proper discrimination, in the sense I entertain of

their efforts, to avert that conduct of which I have so much rea-

son to complain. By this, gentlemen, you have truly manifested

your affection to his Majesty's government, and your just estima-

tion of the real and permanent interests of the province." *

Besides using a style of language insulting to a chamber of

deputies, the while pretending to invoke constitutional principles,

the governor here committed the yet more grave fault of manifesting

his partisanship, by singling out one portion of the chamber for

complimenting, in contrast to the other. The enemies of the

Canadians, none the less, loudly and joyously applauded the con-

duct of Craig ; to whom were presented felicitating addresses, at

Trois-Rivi^res, Montreal, ind St. John's, when he made a progress

through the country duriiig the summer ; the addressers promi-

sing to render him their support in keeping the government, as

* We caoDot doubt, to use the words of the ever-judicioua Christie
,

that " this unique speech turprised the members."—J9<

. «'

IM

;• ;-i^
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then constitntcd, intact ; and in maintaining tho paramountcy, in

his person, of exocuiivo power. Meantiiuo a writer in tho Quebec

Mercury, (semi-official journal), March 19, 1810, thus expressed

himwif upon the occasion :
" The conduct of a conquered people,

lifted (by their victors) from tho depths of misery to tho height

of prosperity, and to whom has been extended every species of

indalgenoe, is not such aa might have been expected at their

hands.

" HaTing regard to tho words of conciliation uttered by the

king's representative at the opening of the latest parliamentary

seflrion, we can see in the manner he has been recompensed in

them, no quality but that of tho most inveterate ingratitude.

There are, however, some people in this world, whoso nature is to

return insolencies in return for benefits."

Without resenting such contumeliousness, the writers ofXe Ca-

nadieity to justify the opinion of the chamber as to tho independence

of the judges, copiously cited the works of Rapin,* Blackstone,

Locke, and other British publicista, in proof of the powers of the

representative session oftho government, relatively to tho other two

branches. " The king's roprosontativo," thus wrote the editor of

that journal, " has power (by law) to dissolve the chamber when

he thinks fit to do so, but he has no right whatever to make abu-

sive remarks (rijlexions injurieuses) such as his harangue contain-

ed, upon the action of the legislature ; a body which is absolutely

independent of his authority. The respect due to this branch is

as sacred and as inviolable as that duo to his Excellency himself:

and those reiflections l>ecame him all the less, that upon tho gov-

ernor is the duty specially imposed of paying due respect to that

branch of the l^islature. as well as to all other parts of the gov-

ernment." f All constitutional questions were treated in the

game journal, according to the most accredited British principles,!

• M. Bapin de Thojras can scarcely be called " un publiciste an-

gles," tboagh be was the author of a solid and impartial Histoire de

PJtngleterre, Englished in his own day ; and which became the (too little

acknowledged) foundation of most of the succeeding histories of Great

BriUin.—B.

t Not good in law, logically bad, and poor in expression, are the poli-

tieal dogmata, comprised in the sentence cited above for approval.

—

B.

X This we deny, if such rigmarole were a fair sample of its usual

ftxtj polemics.

—

B.
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In order to shelter the personftlity of the governor, as much M
possible, from its own iittacks, tlie Cunadien feigned n belief,

like M. Bedurd, in the figment of an existent responsible admin-

istration ; to the (shadowy) members in which it attributed the

concoction of the last " discourse from the throne." Well

knowing, besides, the artfulness of this party [?], to which it v

a far more easy matter, than to thg Canadians, to obtain the at

tion of the liome authorities, the writers for Le Cimndim d

much and long {avec eoin) upon the particular motives the Cana-

dians had for persisting in their sentiments of attachment to Britain,

as upon her the surety of their own distinctive nationalities de-

pended.* Thus lustily did Le Cunadien, at one time vaunt, the

advantages of British government: "It is, perhaps, the only one

wherein the interests and rights of the diflFerent sections of society

arc so well cared for, so sagely balanced ; and though all are firmly

bound together by it, yet each has a species of substantive exis-

tence independent of the rest, while the whole derives a collective

strength from the struggling powers confided to the several parts."

The day before the journal was violently slopped, it thus express-

ed itself: " If any one disapproves of an act of the governor, it

ought to be do' respectfully, and only with such freedom as the

British constitution allows."

The new elections did not make the political complexion of

the chamber more courtly. In no part (of the British empire) was

parliamentary suffrage more independent or more pure than in

Canada ; where, in fact, most of the electors were landholders, and

bound in no way to give any but free votes. Members who had

manifested indecision or weakness, were now replaced by men of

tried firmness. The opposition representatives of the people,

new and old, took their places in the legislature imbued with th

ideas and convictions of those in the former assembly ; and with

• Being rather doubtful of the exact import of the author's coaclud-

ing words in the close of the involved sentence we have Englished aa

above, we append them as they stand in his text (vol. iii, p. 125) :

" .... pour persister dans leurs sentiments d'attachement d I'Angle-

terre, 4 qu'il [c.-a-d. Le Canadien] rattachait d leur conservation na-

tionale." The only possible nominative we could find in the previous

words, for the pos. pr. leur, is '* les Canadiens."—B.

Vol. III.—K.

;• rm

\v-
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a detemuDatioD, more confirmed than ever, to defend what had

been and what was yet to be done.

Meanwhile the British ministry made it a duty to repair some-

what the evil caused by the over-action (yivacitf) of its chief

agent. Instructions w^e sent to Sir James regarding the ineligi-

bility of the judges to at in assembly ; and directing him to sanc-

tion the law passed by the two chambers for excluding them

:

thus settling a vexed question, so long pending.

The parliament assembled late in January 1810. The diploma-

tic state relatioBS l^eiween Great Britain and the United States were

still ia an umA cii;led state. The governor declared, in his opening

discourse, that if hostilities supervened, a sufficient force of regu-

lars would be sent over, by means of which, with the aid of the

coloniid militia, the province would be rendered secure. With

ik^spect to the judges, he announced that their exclusion from the

? presentative chamber was assented to. The home authorities,

in truth, disapproved of the personal obstructiveness, so to speak,

of the governor; so far, so good : but the assembly determined to

prevent, in advance, a repetition, from his or any other lips, of

the censures he had bestowed on the former assembly, at its dis-

solution. Its earliest action therefore, was to declare, by a great

majority, that all expression of blame, on the part of the gover-

nor, or of the legislative council, wheth^ to censurethe chamber's

acts, to approve or disapprove what was done or left undone by

one or other of the parties Vtv which Uie assembly was divided,

wae a violation of parliamentary privil^e, and involved a breach

01 Canadian liberties. After this formal protest against the stric-

tttres, past or future, of the chief, tbey took in hand to deal

witii the subalterns of the government. For some time back, the

chambers aimed at bringing the public functionaries within its

influence. These persons looked upon themselves as being inde-

pendent of, or rather superior to, the members of assembly ; and

suocessive governors, destitute as they mostly were of political

e::perience, rllowed placemen's offensiveremarks against the people's

representatives to obtain currency, which rebounded occasionally

on the executive council itself. This evil, which has endured even

till our own day, and which was so much the greater as it was

caused by antipathy between races, has powerfully contributed to
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shape political eventualities. The assembly thought that the most

efficacious means to engage the public servitors to respect one of the

sources of their own potency, was to subject them to parliamentary

control by means of their salaries, in accordance with British

practice. With this end in view, the chamber declared, that the

colony was quite capable of paying all the cost of its civil govern-

ment ; and an intimation was addressed to the imperial parlia-

ment, that Canada was ready to be charged with the whole of

such expenditure in future ; returning thanks, at the same time,

to the British legislature, for defraying a part of it so long.

The fiinctionaries trembled at the prospect of coming under

the control of a body whose members they had so often insulted.

They made a great stir to avert such a measure as was thus pro-

posed, and communicated the spirit of opposition (leur zile) to

their friends, who, in turn, did their utmost to gain over the gov-

ernor to conjoin. The latter, surprised at the movement made

by the assembly, by which, he thought, a snare was laid for him-

self, could not disguise the embarrassment it occasioned him.

He replied, that the proposal made by the chamber, as aforesaid,

appeared to him to be so novel, that he must have time allowed

him, to reflect upon it; remarking, that according to British

parliamentary usages, applications for supplies were always made

first by the government, and granted or refused by the commons

;

adding, that there was no precedent, so far as he knew, of one

branch only of a colonial legislature, addressing a request to a

single branch of the imperial legislature. For these (and other)

reasons, he was of opinion that the address as proposed, was not

only unexampled, but informal also, being founded upon a mere

resolution, which was of none eflFect by itself until approved by

the l^slative council : the sum of all was, that as he could not

forward such a proposal to the ministry, he was still willing to

transmit it for the consideration of his Majesty, " in testimony of

the gratitude and generous dispositions of the Lower Canadians,

who willed to make known their capability of defraying the cost

of their own government."

The tenor of the governor's reply, which was very long-winded,

and mixed with praises and reproaches, plainly testified that the

subject perplexed him. But the unexpected offer made by the

• •
" • I

..ni-
• '4
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chamber could not fail of being well received in Britain ; and, at

the same time, it put to the rout all the evil forecastings of the

colonial oligarchy.

The chamber next demanded that n budget should bo presented

to it of all the estimated expenditure for the succeeding year;

and, adopting a motion made by M. Bedard, nominated a com-

mittee of seven members, to make an inquest as to the parlia-

mentary usages adverted to in Uie governor's reply to the late

address of assembly.

These measures denoted an intent to show that the rights

[les droits) and conjectures of the executive council had no

foundation. They might have been (rightly considered) frivo-

lous, under other circumstances; but the assembly's enemies

alone had at that time the confidence of the metropolitan gov-

ernment ; and, in the sequel, entire influence over the gover-

nors : who considered the latter ever more trustworthy than our

deputies, all unknown personally as these were ; the former

being the veriest aliens, in the eyes of the functionaries of the

colonial-office.

The chamber now willed to move another stage in political pro-

gression. For a long time, serious inconveniences had arisen from

the ignorunce Britain and Canada were in, regarding each other.

The British knew nothing of the Canadians, except through one-

sided representations, constantly tinctured by calumny: the Cana-

dians had no experience, hitherto, of the British character, except

from phases of it turned upon them by fortune-hunting adventu-

rers in their midst ; and who, ever clutching at the most lucrative

state employments, conducted themselves in a way to create public

disgust. It was highly desirable, therefore, to establish an intf/-

communicating agency between the king's immediate subjects and

the Gallo-Canadians under his rule, and make them favoural ly ac-

quainted with each other. The nomination of a colvuial agent,

resident in London, appeared to the assembly to be the readiest way

of attaining the good end in view ; and a bill was preparing to

effect it, when a cross incident suddenly arose, which led to an im-

mediate prorogation of the session. This was caused by a con-

flict of jurisdiction between the two houses in regard of the ex-

clusion of Judge de Bonne, by act of assembly. The legislative
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council choosing to amend tho said net, resistance was made to

such interference by three-fourths of the representatives. Tho j^ov-

ernor took part against them ; and he, hastening to the council-hall,

called the people's representatives before him, and addressed them

in the following terms ;
" I have came hither to prorogue this

parliament, after due deliberation on what has occurred ; namely,

the members of assembly having taken upon themselves, without

tho participation of other branches of the legislature, to pass a

vote, that a judge of his Majesty's court of King's Bench cannot

sit nor vote in their house. It is impossible for me to consider

what has been done in any other light, than as a direct violation

of an act of the imperial parliament,—of that parliament which

conferred on you the constitution to which you profess to owe your

present prosperity ; nor can I do otherwise than consider the

house of assembly as having unconstitutionally disfranchised a

large portion of his Majesty's subjects, and rendered ineligible, by

an authority which they do not possess, another not inconsider-

able class of the community. Such an assumption I should^ at

any rate, feel myself bound by every tie of duty to oppose

and I see no other course, than prorogation, for getting out of our

embarrassing position."

Craig's partisans forthwith sent him renewed addresses of con-

grf.tulation on the vigi^ur of his polity, with added assurances of

their confidence in him ; to which he replied, that he hoped ever

to merit the support of those who were capable of appreciating

the b'^nefits they derived from tho constitution ; and who rightly

estimated his own determination, which was to allow of no infrac-

tion whatever of its conditions.

The govern' >r (it was plain) had resolved to employ every means

at his disposal to conquer the opposition to his government in the

chamber ; or.e of his devices, for that end, being to neutralize the

influence r I* the country party : another was, to overawe the

electors, and frighten them into returning mombers of a character

more conformable to administrative convenionces. As a prelimi-

nary, he struck an indirect blow at the more forward assembly-

men through the side of their organ, Le Canadien ; intending to

follow it up by personal coercion.

The executive council held a conclave, and made a close esami-

'#
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It

nation of H filo of //« Citnif/ifM nowspiipor, in sonroh of nmtcrtnl

of an incriuiiniiting nnturo. Certain pnnnn^uH having boon cullod

out of vari«)U8 nuniborn of thn journal, and nnbniittod t« tho gnv-

vornoi's oonHidoration, ho itet«rniino<l to arrwt the printt-r. To

prove the publication of tho paper, two innkop|KjrH, named Htillinn

and Stiles, purehaftcd tho nuniborn which appeared on tho Itrd,

10th, and 14th of March
;

(affeeting to find treafwnnblo or «mII«

tiousi matter in thoin,) and made u de|M)8ition (to that efl'eci)

biifore ehief-juHtioo Sewell ; who, at night, iHsued an order to Btop

the printing and the further insuo of Le Gnuuliftt.

A file of BoldierB, Iwi by a magiHtrate wa* nont to tflke po«iwn-

sion of the typographical ;>/fr»»^ of it« pi" er, and hoIro hin per«on.

AlYor \indergoing a Hwret examination before the exiHnitive cour«

oil, the latter was taken t(t prison. The milit4iry guard of tho

city was, at tho name time, put on tho alert, tho sentinels at tho

different postH doubled, and patrols promenaded tho streets ; all

an if the townspeople wore alwiit in, rise in revolt I The ma'ls

were detained, in order (it was said) to got hold of tho threads of

the insurrectionary web supposed to be weaving, befi)ro tho news

of the vigtu-ous dash just made upon it^ (allegiul) contrivers c<mld

reach their outlying fellow-eonspiraU)rs.—Three days were passed

in Hcrutiniuing manuscript correspondence, leading articles, scraps of

"
<?'H\V

" '^' f^i"<l ii^ the editorial repositories of tlie (nttaifim.

When a selection was completed of jwooant mattor, n special coun-

cil Wiw held uptm it, at which attended the governor himself, along

with Judge Sewell, the proti^tant bishop, and Messrs. Dunn, IJaby,

Voung, Williams, and Irvine. Thereat was road the de|Misition of

M. liofratiytus, by this time incarcerated, on a charge of high

treason ; also the depositiojis of four other persons connected with

the printiug-offico of Le Can^uUett.

Throe articles which hud appeared in that journal served as a

pretext for this <'oup iVitat ; ej^jwcially »»ne, which was headed by

the whimsical title, " Take hold of your nose by the tip "
( pre-

He»-vo\u par k bout du nex).'^ It was a brief recapitulation of

• Perhaps tho Injunction vorhnliscd In tho above odd titio was a

sportive French equivalent, newly coined, for that almost as strango

locution in our vcruaoular, " Hold your tongM ! "—B.
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oertnin evonta thnt hrnl wmirtrt^ In the country wnoo ihn time of

itM oonqnoKt ; nnil cndml with ohrnirvatiunK r«nvonring only of nn

cxAf;K«rnt(Ml nppnn'intion of Uritinh oonntitutionniity. It mimhI

hnrdly bo nildnil, thnt thoro wan nothing in th.> printout or written

innttor found, which cotUd bo porwrtcd lnt« troniionftblnniiiw.

Novortholfinn, nl\or tho olork of oounoil had tnadn iin outry in the

niinutuM fi»r tho diiy «»f n copy of the nrtiolo iibovo-nnt<Ml, wnrrnntii

wcn^ imued for tlio tirroHt of MofwrH. Hediird, Tamjhoronu, and

Bliinohct.*

An order wiw nont, tho Hnnio diiy, t;0 Mnntrenl, for tho arrpHt of

Momni. Lnforoo, Pnpinonu (of (Jhambiy), nnd (Jorhoil (of th«

iHlo-tft^flun) ; and wnrrantft, nigncd or in blank, propann] ngiiinnt

M(>HrH. i).-B. Vigor, J. Mlanohot, and othor loading Montrnnlorfl;

but tho ox(*oution of whioli wan nunpondod for tho tinio.

Tho governor thou H<hlroM^od tho poopio in a long pmclnniation,

oot:oho<I in a ntylo of oxnggorntion, int^mdod t<» inipcwo only on th«

crcduloun and awnlcon tho fonrn of t|m timid : yot it ia probable

that Craig himsolf boliovod in what wart publinhod under hinnanio.

Tho prooarioun nUiic of him health, which got worno daily, made

him the victim of many vague apprehonaiond. In hia addroMH

to tho CanndiiuiH, dated March 21, he aaid that, na there had been

aprond abroad aundry aeditio'ia writinga filled with the gromoat

falsohooda, got up with an intent t^) fill the public mind with dia*

truat and joalonaios, and tliua alienate the people from their gov-

erning proteotora, it waa impoaaible for him to remain ailcnt con-

oenving prooticcH which t/Ciidod ao directly to upaet eatabliahed

order; and that, with tho advice of hia council, ho liad now t^iken

tho necenaary nieaaurea to put a oheok on auoh proeoedinga. IIo

enlarged, alao, on the good-will ho bore for the (/anudiana
;
put

them on their guard ngainat muohinationa of trnitora ; and recalled

to their mlnda the material progreaa tht? colon iat* had made, chiefly

owing, aa it waa, t« tho perfect freedom they enjoyed. Ho then

npoatrophixcd them thua :
*' During fl% yeara that you have

boon un<ler Britiah rule, hna one itot of oppreaaton, has one in-

stsinoo of arbitrary impriaonment, of violation of property, or tho

righta of oonacionoo, ever occurred ? How, then, ia it that con-

stant attompta are made t« rob our sovereign of the afTeotiona of n

'I .' •

•^ • .,
•

• Procds-vnbal o{ llic Kxecutivc Council, March 19, 1810.
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(nntumlly) brnvo nml loynl fuMipIo ? " IIp doniod the npflortlon nindo

lU^inRt him, thnt ho hnd dissolved tlio ohniiibtfr liociutHO it would

not sanotion n cnll mndr n|xin it to ot»|)owor the levying of 12,000

uicn; or that ho ever inennt to iin|H>pe, iirbitiarily, ft tax on land,

as had l)een nunoured. The tbllowing paasionate oiithurBt snewed-

cti to the fon'i^oing protestations :
" Base and daring inbrieators

of falseho«»d I on what part or what act of n>y life do you found suoh

Ru ansertion ? AVImt do you know of n»o or my intentions? Ca-

mdians, ask the heads of your church who have opportunities of

knowing nie ; thoee are men of honor and knowledge, these are

men from whom you ought to swk for information and ailvico :

the lenders of faction, the demagog»u»a of u party, associate not

with me ; tliey cannot know me. For what pnrjMtae should I op-

pivss you ? Is It to eer>'c the King? Is it for myself, then, that

I should opprew you ? Is it from ambition ? What can you give

me ? Is it for jxiwer ? Alas I my giwd frientls, with a life

ebbing now slowly to it<? jioriod, under the pressure of disease ac-

quireil in the serA'ice of my country, I Wk only to pass, wliat it

may please God to suflFcr to remain of it, in the comfort of retire

n\ont among my friends. I remain among you only in obedience

to the commands of my sovereign."

The governor's proclamation terminated with a rwjnest that

the parish clergy would use their influence to digcourngo seditious

tendencies ; superadding injunctions to all magistral and every

militia officer, to use duo diligence in di8Co>'ering the disloyal and

punishing them.

Accordingly, the document, at the governor's solicitation, was

publicly read, after sermon, in Quebec cathedral, and in several

other catholic churches of the colony. The bisliop, at the same

time, addressed an allocution to the faithful present on the occasion,

from the pulpit ; in whioh, after answering for the loyal feeling of

the generality of Canadians, ho recalled to the minds of bis audi

tory the obligation all were under to be sulxmissive to tho law.

and obcilicnt to constituted authority.

At the next opening of tho criminal oourt. Judge Sewell, one of

the instigators of tho system of intimidation, first read the procla

niation and thon delivered a charge to the grand jnry, commenting

on the |x;rnicious tendency of the principles pi"oclaimcd by agitu-
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torn. Tho m-nntl jury, which wiih pnrkod, nnd ohinfly mndo up of

])oliti(vil pnrtiwuiH,. proHPtitiul thnt (ho Lp Cnnniti'ni wiifl n jnnrtml

whoHo (MMitimind (>xiHt(Mui(> hnd boooino porihius to tho ntntc ;
thoy

nddod, howovor, thnt (its livnl) tho Qiirhrr i\fi'rniri/, iiIho HoiiiotliiicH

oontiilnod iiifliitninntory nrtlohw, cnloultitod to irritnto ntul whock

tho fboliiiirfl (»!' tho Fronoh-CnnndiiuiB. Tho liittor roiiinik wnc a

iiioro Huhtorfiigo, hnwovor, to frivo nn nir nf impnitiality to tho

provious dcrninointionfl of tho opposition nowppitpor writers. Tn

fino, ovcrything posnihlo wiih doiio to improufi n Rtron^ rccliiifj (»f'

npprohotiHioti on tho piihlio nniid. (louriorH woro dcfpntohcd, in »dl

dirootionn, to nproad copioB of th(! ^ovornor'n proohiniiition nnion^

tho stnrtlod inhnhitimtB, from wliich thoy no(mirc<l tho firHt kiiow-

lodgo thnt roMohod thoin, how a plot had been entered into to

uppot his ndtninlHtration by violent nuMUifl I

Men now wished to loarn what all this hubbub wnw to end In. Tt

WAR noedlnl that the exooutivi; sliotdd do smiothlnK to justify

what it had already done, evon wore it not abl<! to drag to liglit

and punish those unnnniod plotters alleged to have been tho (ui-

oonsoious) ineanR of oatising nuoh strong precautionary measures to

bo taken. Tho public, in short, was patiently waiting ff)r positive

inforniation on tho subject, wlioreon to found a roasonablc opiidon

regarding it ; but none waw vouohsafed. To baulked expectations,

conjectures Hucceodod on all sidos. A general qucfltion (never sa-

tisfactorily anflworod) was, ** What accusatinnH can the government

have in store against tho incriminated parties ?" The fact was, that

if tho laws were violated by any, it was moat so by tho cxcoutivo

council itself. Meantime, tho prisoners solicited to bo tried, and

tho oxocutivo hung back; tlioy then demanded their freedom, and

it was refused. Tho ill health of some of their number, indeed,

furnished a decent cover for setting all nt liberty, one by one, after

n lapse of time. M. Corbcil, liberated too lato, returned to die in

tho midst of his family, of a disease contracted in his cell.

As for M. Bcdard, chief of tho party, he refused to (juit his

prison till a public trial should either establish his innocence or

convict him legally of guilt. In this course ho pcrsistvd, protesting

always that his loyalty was unimpeachable. His inconvenient de-

termination to bring tho matter to that issue bccnmc extremely

ombaraHBing to tho executive council, which really wist not what to
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do. Craig, boweycr, was in a manner conHtrainod to acknowledge,

that he felt esteem for the firmness and independent bearing

of his victim.

The perplexed community at last began to see light breaking

through the cloud which thitherto veiled the object the govern-

ment had in view for troubling the public repose. Its sole aim,

(if a distinct aim it had at all) was to influence the coming elections,

so that the electors, awed by a demonstration of executive potency,

should return assembly-men of a more meek character than their

predecessors. It was doomed to be disappointed ; for nearly all

the latter were re-elected by strong majorities. M. de Bonne, the

primary cause of the difliculties, did not solicit re-election at all.

It is said that he was induced to forego his chance by a promise

of a seat at tho council-board ; but if that wee so, the promise was

not kept. Soon afterwards he threw up his judicial charge.

The governor had to render an account to Lord Liverpool, then

colonial minister, of the factitious troubles in Canada. Craig

caused Judge Sewell to address to himself a memorial on the con-

duct the government ought to follow with respect to the Canadians.

Sewell opined that the latter could not be anglified, or protestant-

ized, except by being swamped in an Ang'o-oolonial population

;

and that, to obtain most readily such increase, that people from the

United States should be attracted to Canada, ifno sufficient numbers

of immigrants came from Britain ; that the two provinces should

be fused into one, and many representatives be allowed for the

British-derived population; lastly, that the nomination of the

parish priests (curis) should be vested in the government, and

that the estates of the Montreal seminarists should be appropriar

ted by the executive, for the education of children of British

parentage.

Thus indoctrinated, Craig wrote to Lord Liverpool (March 24,

1810) that a numerous and violent democratic party was spread-

ing its pernicious principles in all parts of Canada, and exciting

French-Canadian animosity against their fellow-colonists of British

origin ; that its conduct in this regard had become so insuffera-

ble, that he was obliged to resort to strong measures of repression
;

that he had, in consequence, stopped the publication of the party's

chief expositor, the Canadien journal, but only after advising with

tho ei

so.

In

the IH

that,

was ho
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tho oxeoutive council, which concurred in the necessity of doing

00.

In a sucoeoding despatch ^ dated May 1, 1810, Craig said that

the French and British coloniats did not hold any intercoafso

;

that, among the Canadian commonalty, the name of Britain

was holdcn in contempt ; that the Canadian people were sunk in

gross ignorance ; that they were drunken, saucy to their betters,

and cowards in battle : and as for their religion, he observed that

in terms of the act 16 Geo. Ill, the catholic clergy ought to be

put under tho Anglican hierarchy. He intimated that the king

did not nominate their bishop, nor their parish priests—which was

a very imprudent thing indeed I for no trust could be safely placed

in the parties ; and their peculiar faith made them enemies of

Britain and friendly to France,—yea, even to Bonaparte himself,

since the adoption of the Concordat. Sir James then proceeded

to say, that tho legisl;^tive council was composed of the most re-

spectable personages in the province, of men who were animated

with the best impulses to serve the king and benefit the country
;

while, oontrarily, the assembly was made up of enemies of the

British name,—a set of lawyers, traders, and simple husbandmen,

all ignorant individuals, and incapable of discussing rationally a

question of any import. He added, that the party which took

the lead in assembly was composed of petty barristers (avocats)

and unprincipled notaries, who knew nothing of the British con-

stitution or the British legislature, although they professed to like

and copy both; that the anti-British party were becoming more auda-

cious in consequence of Napoleon's successes in Europe, and that its

members were doing all they could to bring about the loss of

Canada to Britain, and eventuate its re-conquest by the French.

After thus depicting the character and expounding the tenden-

cies of the Gallo-Canadians, Craig enlarged on the measures which

ought to be adopted for avoiding the catastrophe he feared, as im-

minent. He proposed to abolish their constitution, or else re-unit«

the two Canadas,—not approving, however, of such re-union, (but

only insinuating that it would be better to have that done, than

leave matters as they were). He would prefer, he wrote, to divide

the counties, in such a way as to admit of the British colonists

sending more representatives to assembly in Lower Canada, than

^

i'\
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their numbers warranted. By this plan, parties would bo more

evenly balanced ; and the device thus proposed, ho thouj^ht, could

bo more cpjiily called into pi ^ than that of effecting u re-union of

the' provinces.

Tho governor further sug^ vv,<l, that the property qualification

for a scat in tho assembly should be raised ; and that a stricter

curb {surveillance) than hithertofore should be kept upon parlia-

mentary proceeding's, by intimidation. Thus, in ruling that the

judges were ineligible as representatives, he said, that tho constitu-

tion had been manifestly violated. The imperial parliament, ho

urged, ought to pass a law, empowering the Canadian executive to

prevent tho chamber from proceeding further with parliamentary

business until it should rescind its excluding resolution. Before

concluding, tho writer reverted to the ecclesiastical branch of

liis subject. Ho opined that the king ought to nominate tho

parish priests (curis). The duty of exerting this power was, he

urged, of such vital import that, if neglected, the final loss of the

colony was certain : a crisis in its affairs (he said) had arrived, and

if that decisive measure were not at once employed, in twenty

years' time it would bo too late to think of it. Every one believed,

no less than he (Craig) did, that hidden influences were actively at

work in opposition to British interests. It would bo proper to

observe hecdfully tho movements of the French priests who had

immigrated, in great numbers, to Canada during the French revo-

lutionary troubles. The present bishop was rot a prolate of a

turbulent spirit, but he was a crafty and very ambitious man. It

would be well, he added, that the estates of the Montreal seminary

should revert to the crown.

Craig did not transmit these despatches in the accustomed mode,

but confided them to his secretary, Ryhmd, then about to embark

for Loudon ; with directions to deliver them personally, and corro-

borate their contents by his own reported experience of men and

tilings in the colony.

Ryland, accordingly, had several int(;rviews, at the oolonial-office,

with Lord Liverpool and Mr. (afterwards Sir Robert) Peel, Uien

under colonial-secretary. The latter thought that Craig had dis-

charged his trust with ability; nevertheless, as the Canadians

were a numerous people, he inclined rather to re-unite the two
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provinces, than to suspend the colonial constitution. In an inter-

view that Ryland hud with Lord Livcr{)Ool alone, August 10,

the latter observed, that the imperial pnrliuniont would certainly

refuse to suspend the constitution of Canada. lie thought that a

re-nnion, or a new division of Lower Canada into such electoral

districts as would ensure a larger return of British a.ssou>bly-nion,

would bo the easiest means of overcoming existing embarrassments.

His Lordship also spoke ofmaking Montreal the seat of government.

Some days thereafter, Ryland inclined to doubt the success of his

mission ; for he wrote to Craig, that he began to be apprehenbive that

the ministers then in office, whose position was becoming insecure,

would make no scruple, were they turned out, to oppose the very

measures Jhey were now recommending as advisable.

The ministry did, in fact, at the time, fear parliamentary op-

position to their Canadian polity. Mr. Peel and the attorney-

general (Sir Vicary Gibbs) recognized the impolicy of dividing

Canada into two provifices ; but they feared, that, if the legisla-

ture set about undoing the work of 1791, an opposition to the

change from Messi^. Whitbread and Tiernoy (chiefs of the whigs),

backed by their party, would cause the cabinet great perplexity.

Lord Liverpool doubted not that Lord Grenville, parliamentary

father of that measure, would rally his partisans (who also

were numerous) and set up a cry in favour of the Gallo-Canadians.

Moreover, the existing ministry could not deny the fact, that Craig

was not always a respecter of the laws of the land. Thus, Gibbs

owned to Ryland, that such an arbitrary arrest as that of M.
Bedard would not be tolerated in England ; and afterwards, when

consulted on the subject in his official capacity, he pronounced

that the paper he was accused of writing was indeed a seditious

libel, but not a treasonable production. *

• An English attorney-general was, in those days of rampant toryism,

really th^ diabolus regis, or " king's own devil," which that functionary is

irreverently said to be : and, of all attorneys-general, the most rodoubt-

able foe of the nascent freedom of the British press was Sir \ icnry Qibbs.

From the early time of the first French Revolution, down to that of the

realization of parliamentary reform, the people of Britain had it not in

their power to cause justice to be done to Colonials, for it was denied to

themselves. Their French-Canadian vituperators are either unaware of,

or choose to ignore that important fact.—£. -

'i
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Kjbnd van Mummoncd t4) nttond at n Cubinct Council, holdcn

Aug. 22. Ixird LiverpiMil plnciMl him at IiIh sido, and nHked him

which ooura^were boat to adopt,—n higli and trenchant lonu in

domlinK with the Canadiann, or to uho gontlo and conciliatory niuana.

RjUod replied, that the former would bo by fur tho more nuitiiblo

alternative. The miniHtur then nHkod, whether tho oppoHition

mcmbcra mi^eht not bu allured into tho adoption of better princi-

pla^ and be induced to take more reasonable views of uiattura, if

they had the proapoct of eniploymcntH nnd honoura opened up to

them. RyUnd replied, that publio oharf^a in Canada were too

few to make thaf. policy realisable.—AlnioHt all tho ininiHtora in-

terro^ted him in turn ; and thio a^unt of Craif^ wound up his

testimony by a declaration, that ho looked upon tho members of

assembly (collectively) us a band of oontomptiblo demagogues.

Orm^; himself wrote, nearly at the same time, that tho priests were

nang all their eflfbrts to ulionate tho mind of tho Canadian peo-

ple from Hritaia.

On the 11th September, Lord Liverpool showed Rylund a

draneht of the despatch which he meant to send to the governor

;

and in which were embodied the reasons that prevented the minis-

try from *abmitting, for the consideration of tho Imperial par-

liament, the contentious affairs of Canada. Ryland, who fully

expected thi« result,* now sought to bring tho influcnco of

British firms trading with America, to bear upon the cabinet, in

oixler to constrain the colonial minister to re-consider the subject.

He held many communings with such parties in that view, and

prevailed on sercral London commercialists to memorialize the co-

lonial-office, praying that its chiefs would approve of the governor's

polity, and recommend tho British legislature to change the con-

stitution of Canada.f Craig, on his part, wrote that the resident

British traders had demanded its suspension during the existent

* RjUnd preriooslj wrote to Craig, Sept. 2, that even if ministers

ahoold accord nothing, be would not return to Canada till spring fol-

lowing, so MS (bj the delay) to disguise his disappointment.

t The memorial was signed bj Inglis, Ellice k Co., Thomas Forsyth,

John Anldjo, Mr. McTarisb, Fraser & Co., Messrs. Mackenzie, Gillespie,

Parker, Ac
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war, mill for five yours aftcrwardH ; alleging, al«>, that they had

dotiian*l(!(l u rc-oMtabliHluiiont of thu govcrniiuMit of 1774. This

dciiiaii<i wax ondorHed by Craig
; who added, " it nocords perfectly

with my own vicwH."

All thcHu proposed infraotions of tho rights and nationality of

tho Canadians, would havo taken eflPect then, as they did (tmt

trioinphi) since, but for tho stern attitude, daily becoming nioro

hostile, of the United Stuttis.

The reasons for ubstinonoo from change imparted to Ryland,

wore not tho only motives of the British government for its

(cautious) }K)lity in the case. Britain was then engaged in a

ooalitiun against Napoleon : to havo an additional war on lior

handH, waged against the Americans, would strain her resources and

involve great sacrifices. Tho Canadians, whom she repudiated

in peaceful times, might become potent auxiliaries in her behalf,

if war supervened ; and her rulers wore wiso enough not to think

that assaults upon their institutions, and leaving thotusclvcs at

tho mercy of an alien race in their midst, were likely means to

engage the French population of the province to cbiwuse British

interests. Sho therefore halted on the road of her meditated

injustice (^cllc s'arrSta done dans Ui voU d'ajiitrestion oA die

aUait s'engagcr), and hastened to transmit new instructions to

her agents, ere it wore too late, and the attachment of the Cana-

dians ({uito forfeited.

The altered tones of tho instructions then sent to Craig, thus

signalized, sufficiently expkin tho conformable change observed,

immediately afterwards, in Craig's conduct.

The chambers were summoned for tho 10th day of December

;

and when they met the members were anxious to learn, from the

governor's own lips, in what light he would view past and passing

events. His inaugural address disappointed every body, for not

a word did it contain on matters in debate. Instead of reverting

to any vexed questions, as was fully expected, ho protested that

he had never doubted of the loyalty or zeal of the previous assem-

blies he had convoked ; and expressed a confident hope that like

principles and similar dispositions would characterize the present

:

assuring tho assembly-men present, that nothing would gratify

him so much as to find harmony prevailing among them ; and that,

^1-
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for himself, his constant rule would he to maintain an even halance

between the rights of every branch of the l^slature.*

This discourse sounded strangely to the hearers of it, after

what had passed ; it did not breathe a syllable, either, as to the

(alleged) perils the state had run, nor regarding any measures

the executive had been obliged to adopt to escape from them.

The chamber, in its reply, observed, " we shall earnestly con-

cur in all that is done tending to the maintenance of unbroken

tranquillity ; a state all the more difficult to preserve in this pro-

vince, as those who 'rJiabit it cherish a diversity of ideas, habitudes,

and prejudices, not easy to reconcile. It pains us much to note

the efforts now made to falsify the opinions and sentiments of

the (French-derived) inhabitants of this country."

It would noi be easy to determine whether Craig did or did

not expect to have so slight an allui'^on addressed to him on this

occasion as the preceding, r^rding recent acts of his. Be it as

it may, he thought himself obliged to say something in justifica-

tion of the violences which had been committed.

He said, that the fears expressed in the Assembly's reply &b to

the execution of the law for the conservation of the government,

were not justified by the advices he had received. Only those who

had too much reason to dread the law inclined to object to its

potency, and the united clamours of such might have deceived the

assembly as to their real number ; but the act (called in question)

had allayed public apprehensions since it came into operation

;

and why ? Because the commonalty, simple-minded and illiterate

as its members might be, naturally felt itself secure under a govern-

ment armed with needful power, not only to make itself respected,

but also able, if need were, to crush factious opposition and baffle

the attempts oftreason. Craig added, that his address had not been

properly comprehended in one point by the chamber; for the

"harmony " ho therein spoke of, was that which ought ever to

• The author makes use, indifferently, of the terms " legislature" and
" government," as if they were perfectly synonymous ; but this system has

not been followed, in aU instances. In fact, his acquaintanceship with

British political terminology, whether goTernmental or parliamentary, is

evidently very limited.—iB.
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exist between the executive and the two other branches of the

l^islature ;
" whereas," said he, "I perceive you have applied the

expression more generally, to the existence of principles in the com-

munity at large."

Meanwhile, M. Bedard was still incarcerated. The assembly

in consequence, presented an address, craving his liberation. M.
Papineau also went to the castle, and had a long conference on

the subject with Craig. The latter, thinking perhaps that the

prisoner's resolution was giving way, thus imparted to M. Papineau

his last word on the subject :
" For no consideration, whatever,

can I consent to set M. Bedard at liberty during the present

legislative session ; and I shall make no secret of my sole reason

for now retaining him in prison. It has come to my knowledge that

it is the common discourse of the assembly-men, that they intend

to oblige me to release M. Bedard. This idea, I understand, has

taken firm possession of people's minds throughout the province.

I think, therefore, that it is time the popular apprehension were set

right as to the rightful limits of the several powers in the state .

and that the chamber, while it represents, yet has no right to

(directly) govern the country."

The governor, who meant to force M. Bedard to own the fault

which, it was assumed, he had committed, and, at the same time,

indirectly justify the incarcerations of other persons, now released,

sent M. Foy, his secretary, to speak with the prisoner. Learning,

about the same time, that M. Bedard, parish priest of Charles-

bourg, was in town, he was asked U) attend at the castle, and hear

the reasons why the governor still retained his brother in captivity

;

being told, at the same time, that if the latter would but own he

had been in error, he should be released on parole. The pris-

oner replied respectfully, but firmly, that not being aware of any

fault he had committed, he would own to none.

Notwithstanding the decided language of the governor, M. Papi-

neau was able to learn that M. Bedard would be released, uncon-

ditionally, as soon as the session finished ; and that it would be

useless for the chamber to persist in demanding his release before

that time. It was agreed, therefore, after some discussion, to lot

the matter rest there.

The remainder of the session passed quietly enough. The fa-

voL. m-L
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luouH net excluding tho judgoK from tlio neflenibly, was ono of the

laws pjtsstxl, niul nt onoe rcocivod royal .nnotion. In proroguing

tho pHrliiiiiiont, tho gt)Vtirnor said :
" Among the nols to which I

hnvo ju.st declared hi» Majesty 'b awent, there is one which 1 have

soon with jwculinr satisfaction. I mean tho act for disqualitying

t\n\ jud;^es from holding a seat in the house of nssenihly. It is not

only that I think tho measure is right in itse'J', bu' that I consi-

der tho passing an act for the purpose, ns a oompleto renunciation

of an erronev)U8 principle, the acting upon which put me under

the necessity of dissolving the last parliament.''

The time was now near for ]Nf. Bednrd to be released; but tho

governor had rei»olved on retaining him in word till all the

uiondtors of aesembly left the city, le^t any should have it in their

|wwer to BJiy, that he was let out through their intervontion I

When the coast was clear, he went to the council, ar.d asked

whether it ntight not be expdicnt that M. Bedard's detention should

cease ? This demand was, of course, equivalent to an order. Tho

reason assigned for not allowing him to get out sooner, uuinifcstcd

*^e (arbitrary) nature of his administration, and is in it«olf con-

demnatory of his |H>licy. The extxiutive council, which persisted in

an u»\ju8t course, merely lest its willingness to return to a projwr

*n»th should bt» mistaken for a fear of parliametitary power of re-

divss, ignoreed the first principles of constitutional government.

After M. Beilanl's enlargement, when he met his assembled con-

stituents of Surrey county, be observed in addressing them :
" Tho

past ought not to di>scourage us, nor diminish our regard for the

oi>nstitution. All other forms of government are subject to such

abuses as ours permits, and to others yet worse. What is peculiar

to a represiMitative system is this, that it Iways contains within

itself a iH>wer of relieving itself from them, sooner or later. All

our conto8tatii)n8 with the executive have eventuated in develop-

ing those advantagvs, the constitution has vested as with. A uuifi-

ter-work is best known by its praotictU opcrutior . To enable us

to appreciate the utility of each of the springs m the state ma-

chine, we have but to be deprived of its use altogetlicr. It is,

besides, in the nature of things that great ndvuntagos should be

obtained by some sacrilioes,"

I Gmig sought, not only to domineer over the parlioment, but also
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would fain hivvo nubjooted tho clergy t-n his will. Whilo mipgentinp;

to tho Hrttinh tniniHtry to nuppciid the onnntittilinn of ('luiadH, lie

reoniiiinondod, as wo havo Hoini.thnt tlin king should bo tho piitron

of tho oiithollo ohuroh ofltnbliHhniont, bnvo tho tioiuiiuition of the

parish olor^, tho power (»f oonstituting now paroohiul juriHilic-

tions, ntid tiiko poMomioii of tho oNt4itoH of iho Je.suiti< ond of the

leniitiary of Montreal. Ho had throo intorviowR on the nubjoot,

in tho okMIo of St. Louin, with the biflhop, M. IMoMin, in I HI 1,

and might have boon oonvinood from what ho hoard, that tho pro-

lato would m flmdy dofond bin riglitn m mombort; of aHHombly had

maintainod iheirR.

We havo oxponod othor attcinptn hithorto made, at diflbront

timoH, flinoo the Oonquofft, to abatw our oatholio ohuroh, and put

protiORtantiHUi in itw plaoo. Wo havo shown, alw>, that tho advont

of revolution in tho old oolonioD booanio a moauH of disarming |)or-

seoution, which aftorwards ovnporat^id in nienaooH only. It muy bo

added, also, that tho dinporHion of tho olorgy of Franco, during

the roign of terror in 1798-4, oontribut(;d muoh to lewKin liritinh

projudicoH n^aiuHt oatholioity ; an.l that tho oonHO({uont rovulHion

of Iboling ocdaflionod tlioroby, wan strong enough to permit the

entry to Canada of rofugao priiwts, whoso aooenH to it would havo

been denied but a fow years before* But early in tho proHcnt

• " Tho French Revolution, bo dcplorablo In itH<3'.f," wrote tlio hipliop

of Quebec, M. Hubert, to tho bishop of L6on, hi Tiondon, •'ensures, at

thU mouicnt, three great ndvAtitnifeB to Onnndn : that of sholtoring illuo-

trious exiles ; that uf procuring Cor It uovv ooloniBts ; and that of an in>

crease for its orthodox (tiU) clergy.

« Tho French emigrantB have experienced, most oonsolingly, the na-

ture of Itrilisli generosity. Those of them wh(} shall come to Oaniida

are not liltoly to expect that great pecuniary aid will be extoudcd
; but

the two provinoes oflbr tbera resources on all sides.

** In respect of tho ooolesiastlcs, whop' immigration to this country,

it appears, the govorumont kindly wislies to favour, here is what I have

to represent to you, mousoigneur, for the present :—In the dioceso of

Quebec, there are about 140 priests in all. Thia number is ovfUently

too small for properly attending to tho spiritual wants of 150,000 oatlio-

Uos, tho present estimated population.

*' The olorgy of this dioooso will second m^ views In the matter, in

all ways that depend upon thuir agency; and wl\h respect to the dispo-

sitions of tho govDrumeut, I poroolro that thoy are most favourable..."
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vnthov, it nunrt^ nt f>ul>ovi1i«ntliip: tho nltnv to tho tlmnio, In ohIpi-

h> M^i t1\p txMmpr hv pI'^w tU'^iTOfl. \\\ IROn. it Mintlo knowtr to

thp l^ishnp nn intention to rroliitn, nt j1\o |in|>nl oonvt. thn pttvl-

^o)a:t> nrronlrd to t1n» VinpT^ of V't-rtnop, hy tl»r ('oncof(1ntP."< oi'noml

tiAtinp to tbo i^rtvoohinl ol>ni'p:r!9 in ti>o oi^li>ny. In rotnvn. tln» tnl

Mi!»tn- olfx^iiMl n n\oiv8oli(l optnMiplnnont to \\\f Msbop. nnd n ntotr

ootnj^loto iro(^nition of Wm* o^^isoo^^nl nnthoHt.v tl^nn liHimv

Tiio ^>\virtto truintoi^ tbo nioncnvot* |no|iosoii. \\\\\\A\ wonltl \\n\^

^\\hov\\\\\i\W\\ \\w Tnt.n iinn ol^nir^ to nn Anplionn pstnl>lif»lunot\t.[?]

v*5^onl(i tho Vinp pnw^'^i! to impow njion \W fovmoV nny tho Hko

i-inilimon. it wns vc-.-mU mI, t^nt |>tT^trf«tntionp npninst it p1<omI«1 he

m>t n|N hx ti>o Ai^yy^y n\\\\ Irtitv topvti^pv; nnd if tluMV lonintnnpp

\\-r\v fonn<i inot1\H»tn:«l, tl\o Holy f^<'o wn" to he hnil r<M'ouw» to

tVvt it«» intxM\MV<»it\on. A oiinnpv of niit^iftvy in Hvitnin miporvr«n

iWjff, howvN-rr^ t^o oonunrnrrn\onts of t1i" nifniv wvw tiot foUowcil

n|\ M. riosois. piTvioMfily, ^n»l long liiFonwBionw, on tlm pnhjppt,

\rith v^iv l^^i>ort Shon? Milnrs. nttovnpy^rniM-nl Powell. nn«l Mr.

l^-rtnt.

In isn. the g\>nMnov prtid to M. \Mo!««ifl: " Von ni-n In nn

nn^^lonpnnt wtnntion. nn\\ \ nhonld like to inipovp it. Yon me

not flblo to ktv|i n^^ tl\o ptnto wh'xiAx belongs to yo\iv vnnk, ,nul 1

ftW not nUoxvoi! to n»C(tgniso you l\>v M?>hoj> t>f Qn»'l>oo ; Intt it Hr-

pontes u\>i>n \-ii«iT«i»lf h> be 1\»Uy nnv^niRod, nnJ eontliMnoil in tlu'

exo^viso of ymtv epiwopnl t\tnotion». by n ootmnission {\-\)\\\ tln»

king." M. Vlo!»pi!« mrtintrtinoii, tbnt, nil ooUntlonn, the jnvlt»tlic

• Th* fin»t nr\A mmi twportun! of t)n> pn^int tonrontnts, n» tTfrnriint

Attjr. t^, 1M<?. tt »\n>«»r*Pito<t ftU \irr-oxiPtr«t " fivnumntlc nnMrtioni"

fftvovn-ing tho Mlirr1<r<> of tho tinlUrrtn cinnrh. Atioliirv frtmiMm ooM-

cr^nlnl, \vn!« ihnt boixvcon HonsuMwrr' (fiv^t ronsul) nml V\\\? V1l,nut\

tvc*n\p A 1a^ KfitW R, IMJ. It «•*« romiMrtHpd of i«ptr»ntpp« nrtlr\pi«. In

tpnmi' of Artirl«> , KApoloor. xms to nominntp, Wl\>rr thr pxpivv of tliirn

TnoT^thx, titnUi-s to hW iho Fivnrh ni^os thcr, vrtcrtnt, nmt, l\v nv». n, hp

trA« f-mpowowi^ to now\«At«» j>rrlAtcs to rtU ?cp« tl\iMU*p(\M th to lirronir

TUCAnt,—Mihjpct, howt?rer, to pafnl mtif^cntioM, Uy n prtvJonsntljnilrt-

tton (An. 2^ thf Ftrnch (ro\-i'niwnU ^». r. the fir,«t oonsnl), cotuMinrntly

trith t><i»t "if l^oro<>, VTAs xxrtvvAntptt to wftK« An »>«ii\ply npw pivvumBCtlii-

ik^ttof »U th« di*B dioc«s«« In I'Minw,—Dtif<, i«» Dii^m.—B.
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,lnti (tn!"<ot1 in hlin), nnd rttntuilcnl ln«Htitliim,nr tho power rItcmj

to n priost toijovern hl«flMt'lt In Jiilnpw Bplt-lttnil, fo prfM-lnltn Uod'

will to Mm poopln, to niliulolwloi' tho nnormtifntu to tlmni, tlint,

nil thoio (lnllo<« lonut ho dotlvntl ft-nto Hm> I'litm'h nltiiio ; Unit Im

tlin kiiiij wiirt vt'stivl III! tonipofnl hut »io ppltltiinl pownr. Add to

ptrrv otltfi- oppopinu nntiflidornfloo Mio Pu't, tlinf tlu« vrry pr'»p»»n(il

rtrmnklii!,' sii'di n olintitjo n« tlint pKipowd, xinn Piifllclptit to «ot the

wliolo pioviftni' on finnin.

Thn (Torornot* lint-n ohnoivod ;
" A pnmtn wlio known IIiIm cotiti-

try troll, niynri's nu» Mint ( vonr) rpll^itln U fion«>iltly dwuylnii in it."

1'lto Msliop innnodind'lv i-oplii-tl :
"

I linvo no licHifnfion In

niiyinir. n^onc knoninu: (pi-olinhly) Mic Cnnndlnn p«'op|«> holfrr •linn

ho, tlint thi'v rtro nttstt'licd lirtnly to flipir rpH^ictn, nod will not lionr

or nny I'hnnfjt' licitif? mivdo in dctcinirMit «)!' it« propont «'fltfdilif«li

ttietli. Thorn In no mm th^'u; tlicy will utiind up lor nn dofor

mini'dly nfl thiit." (!rni^; tlinM vi>joinf>d :

—

"It In n corJuin Ihnt,

liowt'ror. tlint np to <lio proMtMit liini', tlin nonntry linw liocn ^ovorn

pd in n spirit loroi^tn to tltiif of flic Mritisli ponsfitiiMon. Wo lot

innny fliinnq p-mn horo, wliioli would imt ho portnillod In ony othnr

pnrtol'tho Hritinh doinlnionn. Tho homo ^rovorntnont will ho ju«.

tilloil in onllin^ mo U\ nooount yot, fhr povoritl oonooHPionn. whinh

wrro mnd(» oontrnry to its instrnotion«. Ho lonjt n« Iho provinoo

wn» not !i th'pondonoy of mnoh oonaoipionno, nninll rofrtird vimt \m\i\

to unoh in-omihiritiof; hnt ninoo it hns hooonio lui Iniportnnt

colony, in roipoot ol' itn popnintion, its nntnrnl produotn, and Its

trndo. now nu^niontod in nn otiont nndroainod of in I'ortnor tiinoH,

BO pront nn oxtonnitm, in nil roMpocts, having hoon fiivon in fho

polnny, It is liino thnt its ^ovornniont worn orfrtinif,od on tho snmo

pinn ns tho othor portions of tho Hritnnnic onipirn Its ^^^^fost

glory is, tluit rtiyjil proroojnfivo rulos ovorywhorc in It.. An

ill soloeli'il olornymnn niijfht ,j»;r(>ntly otnhnrriiss thn oxoriifivo,"

Sir .Innios noxt tri<'d to oiitrnp tho bishop, hy npponlintj )o his

«oirint<Mo«t(Mlnoss nnd w^nldly nnihitioii. " 'I'ho pnrish olorjiy ojin-

not pnisoonto ijofiinltors whom thoy nro ontilhul t-<» titho ; and fw

for yoursolf, how sonnJy y<iur rovnnno is !"—" An iiicoino," r«»tnr«

nod M. IMossis, " is tln» Inst conHidpr;iUon im o(5closiR«ti« nn<;hfc to

b« ht'odlnlof; (ho itivtholio nli>rfiy hnvo oft/fn nmnllostod how rofidy

thfly woro to innko fliiorillo's of u poouninry nutiiro How-

i

'
'
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ever stinted and precarious may be my revenue, I had rather

that it were still more so, than that those under my episcopal

jurisdiction should be able to say that I made a bargain of my
chai^." The governor still persisting in his suggestions, the pre-

late thus responded :
" Religion is the work of God ; and I trust

that He will ever maintain it in this country J^our gov-

ernment allowed my predecessors, ever since the Conquest, to

sapci intend the diocese in all freedom ; this liberty became for

them an additional motive for manifesting a zealous attachment

to British interests ; and I have walked in their steps. For hav-

ing proclaimed this feeling, by spoken and written words alike, I

brouglit upon myself the animadversions of some of my compat-

riots. Surely, metropolitan pDtency m but another name for jus-

tice : if our bishops in this country are to be maltreated, I hope

thut the evil intent will not be first realized in my case "

M. Plessis afterwards observed :
" British prejudices against car

thoiicism are surely dying out. Your legislators have lately soft-

ened the penality their predecessors imposed on English and Irish

catholi<». How many things, forbidden by statutes passed under

Edward the Sixth's, Eliaabeth's, and following reigns, are now done

with perfect impunity 1 What liberal opinions were expressed,

during the sessiou of 1805, in both houses of parliament in favour

of the Irish catholics, when an attempt wa^ made to emancipate

them entirely! ....Think you that rach foreeftd pleas for the

rights of conscience would have been adventured in your l^isla-

tive halls this time a century ago ? As for the spiritual suprema-

cy which the English parliament once thought fit to bestow on the

monarch, and which the Imperial legislature still upholds, it is

ery certain that no member of any catholic community would

ever submit to such a domination."

" We do not recognize the catholic church," said the governor

in conclusion.—In his estimation, royal nomination to curacies

would insensibly operate in effectually undermining the people's

religious faith, and bring about, ultimately, a universal apostacy;

but the age we live in is not favourable to an undertaking of that

kind. Far from seeking to implant a new faith, governments have

enough ado to maintain the old ; not to mention that there are
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enough of other germs of revolution (in the bosom of society; to

command their constant attention. *

Not many days after the above reported colloquy took place, Sir

James Henry Craig set out for Europe. His bodily frame had

long been affected by a dropsy which proved mortal ; he was tapped

for it (the second time) shortly before he left. On his arrival in

England, he wrote to the colonial minister, to excuse himself for

returning home without leave. Lord Liverpool replied, that the

state of his health itself excused his uninvited presence in England.

He was informed, at the same time, that the Prince Regent warmly

approved of his conduct as Governor of Canada.

Our people, however, have qualified the time of his administra-

tion as "the Reign of Terror." In the strange discourse he pro-

nounced, in proroguing the chambers, after all that had passed, he

justified the assembly completely for its persistence in excluding the

judges ; and finished it with self-complacent phrases, as if he had

left all parties in a state of perfect concord and muttial esteem

:

the illusion of an imagination not controlled by sound judgment.

His foible was. to imitate a great conqueror who held an absolute

sceptre in another regiou of the world. Maugre the complimentary

addresses which his partisans presented to him before leaving, and

the demonstrations of the British population, which unharnessed

the horses of his carriage and drew it to the embarking-place,

he made bitter reflections on the falsities and ingratitude of

humankind, more of which, he said, he experienced in Canada

than anywhere else. Yet was he immeasurably belauded by sun-

dry, if not all, and, up to the latest moment of his stay in the

colony, was regaled with partisan approbation and felicitations of

the most unqualified character. •!

* Ifwe understand the text aright, this concluding reflection embodies

a senitment of M. Garneau himself on the subject.

—

B.

m
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CHAPTER I.

WAR OF 1812.

Sir George Provost ; liis politj.—Relations between Great liritaln and

the United States.—First hostilities on sea.—The American war-party

In the Jtic sndaut.—War declared.—British defensive system.—StrengtU

^; 'it \ ted States.—Organization for the defence of Canada.—Zeal

cf ' i« CiXi Mic clergy.—M. Plopsis trios to obtain tlic oflicial rccognl-

tioi. of OilM\ Man Catholicism by the British government.—Johu

Henry's secret mission to the United States, and its result.—First ag-

gressive nio>'Tment of he American land-forces.—General Hull in-

vades Canada, but soon retires from it.—Sundry combats and skir-

mishes.—General Brock captures Hull and his army.—Van Renseloer

invades Canada.—Battle of Queenston ; death of General Brook.—

Defeat of the enemy.—Renewed but abortive invasion of Canada, by

General Smyth.—General Dearborn makes a feigned attack on Canada,

and retires.—Hostilities on sea.—-Session of parliament.—The legie-

lature sanctions customs duties to defray war-charges.

Tho parliamentary discord which troubled Craig's adiuinistra-

tlon, and tho popular manifestations which took place under it,

emboldened the war-party in the United States, and raised its

hopes of making an easy ooncjuest of Canada. In Britain, the hos-

tile dispositions of the Americans caused tho colonial-ofBce to look

upon the Canadians with a favourable eye, and induced tlie min-

isterial functionaries to attempt bringing tho Canadian Icgislaturo

and its executive into more accord than had existed before.

Tho incapacity and intolerance of Sir J. H. Craig were the

chief causes of recent troubles. A diflferont system from his, it

might fairly bo expet^ttvd, would allay the irritation ho lcf\ behind

him. Tho governor of Nova Scotia, Sir George Prevost, a veteran

officer, of Swiss origin, who was appointed as Craig's successor,

deemed to bo a suitable party under tho oiroumstanoos. He was

a wise and moderate man, who possessed good sense, and used an
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impartiality in Iub doalingn with all, which had booomo raro lately

among niotropolitan functionarioa.

Obnorving on one Hide, the cnormouR power of Britain, nnd on

the other, the comparative weaknoss of the colony, British govern-

ing ogenta took for the bofliH of their conduct, the rofipective forces

of the two parties, and not the ref{uircmont« of the constitution.

They saw the mother country personified in themselves, and were

persuaded that nil obstructions made to their acts were malevolent

and factious oppositions directed against British supremacy.

This mode of excusing thentsclves for the faults which their igno-

rance or partiality caused them to commit, had the advantage of

sheltering tliom from responsibility, but it shifted the quarrel to

a ground perilous in time coming—to the ground of the connexion

{alliance) between the colony and the metropolitan country j to

the ground of rebellion or independence.*

On his arrival in Quebec, Sir George Provost sew ub at calming

public perturbation, and inducing oblivion of tl ani nosity that

reigned in men's hearts. He manifested perfect confidence in tho

loyalty of the Canadians ; ho strove to prove, upor all ocoaaions,

that the accusations of treasciiablcness brought ogainst them, had

made no impression on the British mind or I own. He nomi-

nated tho man whom his predecessor imprisoned aa a promoter of se-

dition (M. Bedard), to a judgeship at Trois-liivi6re8 ; he gave a co-

lonelcy of militia to M. Bourdages, an adversary no less ardent of

the Craig administration. Soon most lively sympathy sprang up

between tho governor and the people. Tho selection of such a

* The paragraph almost literally Englished as above, seeming to ut

not a little enigmatical, the author's text is reproduced here :
—" Yoyant

d'un c6i6, la puissauce &uonae de I'Angleterre, de I'autre, la faiblesso

do la colonie, ces agents prenaicnt pour base de ieur conduito les forces

respectives des deux partis, et non I'esprit de la constitution. lis yoj'

aient la m^tropole personn<fi^o en eux, ot se persuadaiont que toutes

les oppositions qu'dprouvait Ieur volont^, ^talent des oppositions mal<

eillantes et factieuses dirig^es contre la supr^matio anglaise. Ce moyeu
de I'excuser des fautes que Ieur partialitd ou Ieur ignorance Ieur faisait

commettre, avait bien I'avantage de mettro Ieur rosponsabilit^ d I'abri;

mais il transportait la querelle sur un terrain dangeroux pour I'avenir,

lur le terrain de ralliance cntre la colonie et la m^tropole, sur le terrain

de la rebellion et de rind^peudance."—£.
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man, and the royal instruotions he was to follow out, were (entirely)

due to the hostile attitude of Britain relatively to the United

States. War between the two oountries was now imminent. In

our lost chapter we assigned the causes of the misundcrHtandfng

which had arisen, and as it stood in the year 1809. At that time

Mr. Madison become president of the confederation in place of

Mr. Jefferson, the personal friend and disciple of Washington.

For a moment, reconciliation wiUi Britain was thought po^4^tible

by the new American cabinet ; for the British resident envoy an-

nounced that the orders in council which prohibited all intercourse

with the French and their allies, would be revoked, so fiir as the

American republic was concerned ; but the statement of the envoy

being disavowed by his superiors, the quarrel between the parties

became more envenomed than ever, and the position of Britain was

in nowise improved in American estimation when Napoleon re-

voked his Milan decree, in 1810, which had previously forbidden

all trading of his subjects and allies with Great Britain and her co-

lonies ; while the latter power, as noted just now, adhered to the

polity which France renounced. The war-ships of the two nations,

ever on the look out, made ocean traffic increasingly difficult for

all others. The American frigate President, commanded by com-

modore Rogers, captured the British sloopK)f-war Little Belt, cap-

tain Bingham, after a sanguinary fight Concurrently, the savages

of the West commenced hostilities agunst the Americans; but

General Harrison, who was sent with a force to protect the fron-

tiers, defeated them on the banks of the Wabash, Indiana. The

anti-British party in the States threw the blame of the frontier

troubles on British agents, and loudly demanded that war should

be declared.

The war-party in the States had long been labouring to obtain

predominance in the federal government, and the time was favor-

able to its aspirations. Britain was hotly engaged in the Spanish

war ; Napoleon was on his way to Russia, therein to win or lose

the sceptre of the world. Animated by these events, a bclliger-

efat ardour possessed the Americans, and the cry, " To arms !" re-

sounded throughout the republic. The Congress-men were com-

inoved ; the capital was beset by complainants against the mistress

of the seas. Vehement diaoourses were employed to urge the
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agrienltural end commeroial bodies, ever slow to engage in hoBtil>

ities, to join with othor ioterests in rosisting British pretensions

by force of arms. The hesitating were assured by bellicose ora-

tora and joornalists, that once war were fairly proclaimed, the

Americanfl had only to open their amis wide enough, and the

Canadians would rush into them ; that they were ever chafing under

thfl yoke Uid on them by the British, and all eager to shake it ofL

In the presidental message to Congress for the year 1811, Mr.

Madison said, " Notwithstanding the scrupulous justice and great

moderation, despite all the earnest efforts, of the federal govern-

ment, observed and made to maintain peaceful relations between

the two countries, we have seen the British cabinet {)er8ist, not

only in refusing satisfaction demanded for the wrongs we have

already suffered, but it is extending to our own waters that block-

ade which is beoome a virtual war against us through a stoppage

of our legitimate commerce. In presence of an evident and in-

flexible determination of the British, to trample on common rights

which no independent nation can safely forego, the Congress will

feel the urgent necessity which exists, of arming the people of

these United States, so that we may be prepared for all eventu-

alities, and justify the confidence they have reposed in us, the

representatives of the nation."

After laying an embargo on all British shipping then in Amer-

ican ports, the two houses of the federal legislature passed a bill

empowering the president to declare war against Great Britain.*

At this time almost all warlike preparations had to be made ; the

Americans had as yet, no regular army on foot, nor stored up

munitions of war, nor any leaders of tried and recognized mili-

tary talent. All means of defence and aggression had to be got

np in haste, not to say with precipitation.f Despite the seeming

* The war-bill was passed, Jane 18, IS 12 ; and, six days afterwards^

the news reached Quebec.

—

B.

t The war-party in the States, reckoning for little or nothing the

mobbish parts of the body-politic,—parts then only in the gristle,—was

numerically weak ; weaker still in possessing the " sinews of war,"

and for respectability in any form. Its only chance to " realize, " was

therefore to take by surprise a pencp-loving community, as a groat ma-

jority of the Americans then really were, and drag it over the preci-

It
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enthujiiMni of the houau. the AmorioanH had not then, any moro

than now, a lore of fighting, or a pniwion fur martial glory. Thoso

instincfak irtrrmg among tho European nations, aro all but absent

in the trmperamcnt of New World populations. [7] Tho latter did

not gain the lands they live on, by moans of brilliant viotorios

;

they iid not take their plaoo as con«|ucrors, in tho midst of a do-

generated or diMsayed civilization. Their traditions abound not

in con<|uc*tii, nor in oruHadings, nor in oastoUutions, nor in chiv-

Iry. All hemic impulses, all tho warlike and imagination—affeot*

ing pomp, which signalized the birth and attended tho growth of

the modem nations of Europe—every ono of these exalting char-

•etcristics i« unknown to Americn. Tho New World was discov-

ered, and began to bo colonized, at a time when forms of society un-

like thoae in the old, wero in a stuto of oommonoing transition
;

when the great mass of mankind, born to labour and to suffer,

—

in a word, the people,—wcro beginning to agitate for obtaining a

goremnient raited to public needs; and whoso moro aspiring

membera, stru^ing to raise their heads from the pool of penury,

were becoming a middle chies, destined soon to take a ruling placo

in conjunction with, or to tho displacement of, tho regality of tho

sword, sustained by a now subordinated aristocracy.

The ruling passion (if cold calculation can fitly bo so termed)

in moat communities, at this hour, is that of selfish interest ; among

the men of the States, it swallows up all others. And thus it was,

that the first ardent impulse past, a war waged against Britain in

her Canadian dependencies, appeared to be a hazardous speculation.

Accordingly when hostilities were in progress on that side, the

American leaders, fearing to advance too far, marched with groat

precaution; and the war of 1812 was made up of a series of

skirmishings, in which neither one of tho belligerent parties reaped

great advantage, or gained much credit. With her military re-

sources almost entirely absorbed in European wars, Britain was

constrained for the present to maintain a defensive attitude in

Amoica ; and her leaders there wero directed not to quit colonial

pice which the party bad led it up to. A common plunge once made,

there was no letuni for any, however much wished for it might be by

moat.

—

B.
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Hniitii till u prutnoditatcd tiniu fur aiiHuinin^ tho ofTutiHlvo Hhnuld

arrive. With mounn bo limited us tlioy hud in hutid, thrro wan,

in fuot, no other Hufu altcrnutivo. Tho vitat nwecp of tiiu iron-

tior lino, wuh then nil tho nii '*u difficult to defend, an, in addition

'^ tho icing up of i' ^ St. Luwrcnoc for nearly a nioiely of the

yoav, they were npproachable by enemies under covert of fnrcBtii,

since levelled by tlio axo. Tho courago of tho colonintH them-

sclvoH, with tho disciplined valour of tho Humll amount of regular

soldiery whiuh tho home authorities could sparo, formed !.o living

and almost solo barrici that was at first opposed to American in-

vonion.

Tho Congress, on it« pait, rtanctionod tho enlistment of 25,000

men, to constitute a regular army, to act in conjunction with

60,000 volunteers, who cnmo forward ; while 100,000 militia-mon

were called up to guard the Koabonrd, and defend the land fron-

tiers. General Dmrborn,* a revolutionary veteran, was nomi-

nated American generalissimo. Such a levy of bucklers had been

fonnidable enough, if mere numbers of armed men were sure of

carrying tho day ; but experience in war was wanting to them and

their leaders, and this defect became an efficient means for scour-

ing the possession of Canada to Britain. Nevertheless, ns there

were equipped at the outset 175,000 men,—an amount exceeding

that of the total male population of all British America ca-

pable of bearing arms,—had such an armed mass, properly led,

been thrown upon Canada, before further military forces could

arrive from Britain, there is scarcely a doubt that the colony

would have been lost to her forever.

Meanwhile the Canadians, of all races, were preparing for dcfon-

Bivo war with an activity and martial spirit which gave great prom-

ise of a successful issue. Sir George Provost made a progress of

obsen'ation through the district ofMontreal, and along the frontier

towards Lake Champlain. He also examined tho fortified posts,

and noted the military positions, on the right bank of the St.

Lawrence. Everywhere he found the colonial population ani-

mated by the best spirit. Not but that there was some adverse

loeling manifested, but it was exceptional, and almost confined to

Irreverently called " Granny Dearborn," in contemporary American

newspapers of fire-eating complexion.

—

B.
,,
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a few of the yotinger assembly-men, who \u. been disgusted by

the outrageous conduct of Craig. There wa >ven a secret con*

clave held at Quebec, in Mr. Lee's house, when L. J. Papineau,

Borgia, and sohic other members of assembly attended, to deliber-

ate on the question whether a neutral position should be taken by

the country party ; but M. Bedard and his friends opposed that

intent, and it was finally renounced.

The Canadian legislature was twice called together in 1812

;

the first session commencing Feb. 21, the second on the 16th of

July. The governor solicited the chambers to renew the (extra-

legal) acts formerly passed for the security of the government. A
compliance with this request involved a renewal of the odious law

against " suspected persons," which had been so much abused by

the preceding administration. The assembly replied, that the

matter would [not ?] be taken into consideration.* 8ir George

hastened, in rejoinder, to urge upon the attention of the assenably

that their assent to Uia proposal would be the most efficacious

manifestation of their regard for the public well-being, while it

ensured the tranquillity of the province. The members were con-

tent to rely upon the governors pledged word {parole),1[ but they

wished to put it out of the power of his successors to act as his

predecessors had done. The act was renewed, but not without

some amendni'jnts. It vested in the governor alone, but not the

executive council as before, the power of imprisoning parties sus-

pected of trca.^nable practices, and enacted that no member of

either chamber should be arrestable ; the former precaution showing

* The words interrogatively marked as above, are a fair translation of

those in M. Garncau's text: "La chambre r^pondit qu'cllc. s'en occu-

pcrail." t'orbiips it is a Canadian parliamentary phrase equivalent to

the Norman-French formula, " Le .oy (lo royne) s'en avisera," of our

monarchs, when they veto (a thing never done any time these hundred

years) a bill passed by the two bouses.

—

B.

t Sir George put them in mind, that " he could at all times, by virtue

of his commission, avail himself of the power of proclaiming martial law

to it« fullest extent ; and from the persuasion, which he trusted was en-

tertained by the house, that in seeking from them a partial exercise of

it, ho could liavo no other object in view than the preservation of the

tranquillity and welfare of the province, with the least possible injurjr

to the public convenience."

—

Christib, Hut. of L, C, U. H.—JB.
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plainly the discredit into which the councillors had fallen, since

the assembly preferred to place the country at the mercy of an in-

dividual, not a native, rather than to put personal freedom in the

keeping of the former.

The l^islative council refused to entertain the bill thus amend-

ed ; which was natural enough, as the measure censured, indirectly,

its past conduct ; and, though a conference took place in hopes of

surmounting this difficulty, the bill was let drop alt<^cther : a

result most satisfactory to the public. In proof that the law was

retained merely as an instrument of opprefesun, we may by anti-

cipation state the fact, that it disappeared from the statute-book

at the advent of a season of war ; the only time of such public

danger as could have justified its use.

The chamber afterwards passed a bill for ox^nising a system of

defence of the province, and for arming the militia. It authorized

the governor to levy and equip 2,000 men ; and, in case of invasion

or insurriodon, to arm the whole militia of the country. It voted

£12,000 to organise the militia called out; £20,000 to provide

for Uie security of the province ; and £30,000 more for general

purposes. It entered a protest, ut the Bame time, against the

imputations of disloyalty cast upon it by Craig ; and resolved, on

the motion of Mr. Lee, to constitute an inquest regarding the events

which took place under the sway of that goveruor ; so that the

king mif^ht be petitioned to save the country from II risk, in

future, of such conduct as his being repeated. The motion was

seoonded by Mr. L. J. Papineau, who already manifested like orato-

rical powers to those pos.se8sod by his father. The bill passed almost

unanimously ; only two members giving dissentient votes. Messrs.

Lee, Papineau (senior and junior), Bedard, and Vigor, were

nominated to form the inquest, having orders to conduct it with

closed doon> ; but no report was ever made of their proceedings.

During the second or summer session of 1812, the governor

recommended that an issue of aruiy-bills should be sanctioned, as

the executive had not money enough in hand to defray the addi-

tional expenditure occasioned by the war. The chamber voted

£15,000 per annum for five years, to pay the interest of such army

bills as should be issued ; authorized an emission of them to the

amount of £25,000 ^ and ordained that they should form oolouial

paper-money.
•
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When news arrived that war waa proclaimed in the United

States, the towns and villages of Canada already resounded with

the clang of arms ; and the militiamen were busily exercising, un-

der the direction of thoir oflBccrs. The Gallo-Canadians, true to the

instincts of their race, were everywhere girding their loins for the

toils of war.

The governor, anxious to stand well with the clergy, who, he

thought, might be somewhat malcontent through the imprudent

calling of their rights in question by Craig, had several (concilia-

tory) interviews with M. Plessis ; who profited by the occasion

to obtain a full recognition of the legal existence of Catholicism in

Canada. Sir George having expressed a desire to bo informed as

to what ought to bo the proper footing of catholic episcopacy in

Canada, M. Plessis handed to him a memorial, in the month of

May, 1812; in which ho reported the recognised standing of the

prelates of the see of Quebec before the Conquest, what it had been

since, and the status they ought to occupy then, and in all time

coming, to the material advantage of church and state.

" Before the conquest," we read in the memorial, " the Canadian

bishops governed their diocese in the same way as the bishops of

France ruled theirs ; namely, in accordance with the canons of

the Church and in conformity to royal ordinances. They had a

cathedral chapter, composed of five dignitjiries and twelve canons

;

an ecclesiastical corps this, over which they exercised full episcopal

jurisdiction, as well as ever the secular (parish) clergy, and thvi

communities of religicusea. They presided in synod, erected

parishes, nominated piieats to parochial charges and revoked those

nominations at discretion ; made visitations of churches, monas-

teries, and other consecrated localities ; they issued ordinances

regarding discipline and correct morals, which clergy and

huty alike were bound to regard ; they examined and audited

the accounts of the moneys expended in building, repairing, and

keeping up churches, &c. {Its fabrupics) ; they also regulated the

levying and outlay of the moneys provided for such purposes : in

fine, they had the absolute control of the whole ecclesiastical and

religious establishments of the colony ; and nothing could be done

in regard to the secular clergy, or to the material condition or

resources of the parish churches or monasteries, without their
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order or by their approbation. Iheir supervision extended even

to tho schools.

" Since the Conquest, the British g-^vcmment having refused to

recognize bishops for Oanada (coming) from Franco, the cliapter,

which was charged with the administration of the diocese v/hile the

see was vacant, considered itself as placed in a position like that

of cathedral chapters in times anterior to the concordats, when the

bishop was elected by tho clergy of his (cathedral) church
; whoso

ciioice was (usually) conflrmed by the metropolitan or by the

pope, and recognized by the sovereign. By a capitulary act,

A. D. 17G4, M. Brianil, a member of the chapter, and one of tho

vicars-general, was elected bishop of Quebec. Despite the recom-

mendations of Governor Murray, tho British ministry refused to

formally approve of this election ; but an intimation was given,

that no steps would be taken to call it in question. The court of

Rome having granted (sanctioning) bulls, M. Brtand was episco-

pally consecrated at Paris in 17G6. Returning to Canada, he

exercised his functions without lot or hindrance, upon taking the

oath of fealty to his Majesty.

" The cathedral chapter, constantly reduced in number by

deaths, and having no sufficient pecuniary maintenance, became

gradually extinct. Its last capitulary assembly took place Sept.

10, 1773 ; and the latest surviving canon died 179G. With the

consent of Sir Guy Carleton, one episcopal coadjutor had been

nominated in 1772, who was to replace the bishop in case he de-

ceased or resigned."

M. Plcssis, in continuation, observed that tho bishops (ever since

tho cession of the colony to Britain by France) had constantly

made, and himself still made, professions of the most scrupulous

loyalty; and had sought, on every occasion, to inculcate submission

to the government on tho minds both of clergy and laity. Aa it

was well known that the Canadian bishops never aimed atexorcis-

',ng any other tli:in spiritual authority ove^ the catholics within

their dioct\sc, this rightful jurisdiction had ncve» been contested by

the contemporary civil authorities, nor their episcopal titles disputed

till within a few recent years ; during which a few jealous persons,

covering hostile designs wifii the plausible pretext of a eeal lor

royal interests and prerogatives, had started debates as to tho

Vol. III.—

M
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legiility of a canonical and inoffensive autLcruy "'^rlx n i'.uii. }VMt

described. la 1806, a crown lawyer had dcfK»bjred i^ «ne o our

courts a requisition, calling in question the right o" juricv".i'^*ion

of any catholic prelate within a British dcpeirluncy ; 'Aud iu\ukin5>

against it the penal operation of certain English parliamentary

statutes,—the bitter evidences still extant of the religious aniniosi-

iits of the 16th century ; the effect of which, had they been called

into piuy, would have been to quite abolish catholic episcopacy in

Canada.

M. Plessis concluded by demanding, that he and his sucHJSSors

should bo formally recognized, by the civil power, for catholic

" bishops of Quebec " ; with collateral jurisdiction, in things

spiritual, over all the other catholic populations in every port of

British North America . at least, until an agreement were come

to, between the see of Home and the king of Britain, that additional

colonial episcopates for governing other catholic populations, should

be catablishcd. He stipulated, that episcopal rights should, in

future, be as extensive us before; that no new catholic parish

should be created without episcopal intervention ; that th« bishop's

right to nominate to vacant paroehiul charges and to i^tpply mis-

sionary priests, should bo maintained ; that the proprietary right of

the bishop to the episcopal palace should be confrmcd, and that

he should be authorized to enter upon posseission of it at a future

time {ct qu'il/iit autorisiii l'acqv6rira Vavenir). Finally, with-

out demanding an assignment of revenue (for liimfvU), he intimat-

ed tliat ii would be advantageous to the civil govern went, if such

were nocorded ; also that it would be equally beneficial, for all

parties, if ho were allowcr* 'j^ take liis seatt at each of the council

boards, ajis the reprcsentatiw of the catholic church of Canada.

Those demands, all the more favourably received because of the

loyal zeal M. Plessis constantly manifested and ever sought to com-

municate to the whole clerical body, were granted afterwards.

In tlie year 1813, Prevost suggested that £1000 a year should

be paid to the prekte of Canada; and the protestai t bishop in

vain asked that the jurisdiction and title of the catholic bishop

should be suppressed ; he observing, that nothing could bo more

au' n»alou« than to recognize two titulars for one dior;ese. Lord

Baihurst, to. whom the remoustrance was addressed, biew it aside
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with the simple but conclusive remark, tbnt t'.u prefl-^nt wa« not

a fitting time, whei' Canadian ('atholios were lighting i'.-kP- bailies

of Britain, to r\gitate such a question at all

The interests, even the necesHities of Great Britain, at that

time, required that she should lend a favorable ear to the just

requasts of the Canadians, for her foot-holding in America was

ever becoming more and more precarious, through the constant

strengthening of the United States, by increased population, riches,

and political consideration. The ocean which separates the Old

from the Now World is a more insuperable barrier than the land-

and-water line which limits Canada and the States on oursoutheni

and western frontiers.

TJie Hiitiouaiity o? the Canadians gives a moral reality to what

is almost an imaginar)' material circumscription ; and the detail

of warlike events, wc ai'c now about to enter upon, will themselves

corroborate what we have just expressed. An eipHjtive appeal was

made for their aid, by invoking their attachtnont to their laws and

religion
; and tliat appeal from the representative of British royalty

involved a debt of honour still due by the British people to ours,

whose martial ardour was excited by those means, viz. an implied

engagement over t<i respect those institutions and that religion, all

the more sacred for being contracted in a season of peril.

The Canadians flew to arms. What Sir George Prevost had

promised *o their representatives and to their clergy, was inter-

preted in the most liberal and generous sense. The people did

not hesitatingly inquire whether Britain might not, at some

future time, send another Cruig to abuse and despoil them : every

man of them was possessed by one desire, that of doing his duty
;

and the enemy might stand assured of the fact, that the dcfeciion

which WiUs predicted would not take place.

The governor directed hia regular troops toward th< frontiers,

and confided the guardianship of Quebec, the key of the colony

lo the city militia ; the men in whicli had been represented, not

long before, as animated by very dubious feelings,- -as rebellious,

in short. Bedard and several others ot' the citizens, accused ere-

while of meditated treason, were openly restored as offidcrs in tho

militia of the district, by special " order of the day." ,t • »»

In the month of March, Mr. Madison informed congress, that

4

•
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T7hile ihi' Anuiricans were at pence vvitli the Bfitish, tho govern-

ment of the latl^r liad cniplojotl an enisHsary to traverse the States

of the t'nioii severally, but more o?.pceially Mas8achu8<;tts, in

order to cxcile the people to revolt, M\d detach Bonie of the States,

if po8sih!e, from the confederation, The special inessnge thus sent

to the Ameriean It'^islatuie, made a great sensation in the country.

The {person employed on the occasion wiia jm Iiishtnan named John

Henry. He held a captain's eomnuHsion in the Amerieun aimy
;

and resided at Montr^nil, in 180'), where lie passed for being a

kw student ; and he had boon employed, since that time, in »omo

fcwet mission, which ho conducted to the satiflfaction of the

chief eoloiiial-office fuiiclionurieH in London; finally, Mr, Rylaud,

when private seireLiry to Oraig, solicited him, by letter, to enter

apoo a second confidential mission, the ecrrcspondcnce connected

with which wa« to be in cipljcr, Craig supplying the key therefor.

The mission tamed cut to be that tour ,>f e.'^pial exptosed by

vhe Amencan President, and it was undertaken to sound the ten-

dencies of eaeh douiinant party in every ntate of tho confederation
;

and in ease inclinations were manifested by any of them to become

m malc-ontent aw t-o lonsj for a separation, to put their leaders in

communication with the British nuthoritics. Craig gave to .Henry

his irtstrus^iiong, re**omni(;ading him to obtain the most exact in-

formation jK>.v<iblo of the dispr.^-hion of the men of Massachusetts

aion; e«pcciiJiy, os that state wm supposed to exert the greatest

inflneiK't' in the eastern parts of the Union : he was to insinuate

himaclf into the privity «.<f certain party leaders; and to let them

understiind, bat with great caution, i^hat if they would correspond

with the Itriti.sh cabinet throuah the CanjuJian executive, he was au-

tV. ri?<»'l 10 bi! their intorinediary ; he to show his letters of credit,

ifneed were. Jicury was ordered, also, to write often to Quebec,

but, ;o evade suspicion, to address his letters, some to Judge Scwell,

ciome to another citizen pointed out, and others, on rare occasions,

directly (to Ryland himself.

It was thought that the working of the embargo act parsed by

tl>" congress, being highly detrimental to the trading interests of

tfc^; Nfew England and central States, would cause thent to wish for

H sey ration from all the others, Henry, who repaired to the field

oi(iiLtri^e, wrote UcpUe of letters thenoe, ere ha returned to Mou-
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treal before the close of tlio year. His mission proved utterly

fruitless ; and, when ho demanded the reward ho '"as promised or

expected, it waw refused or delayed : no judge-a Ivocatoship or

consulship could Ilcnry get. In 1811, he applied to l/ird Liver-

pool for his remuneration, who replied, that Craij? did not cn.;a}^c

to pay it in Englaud. Finding himself thus baulked both at homo

and abroad, he exposed the whole plot to the government lie had

engaged to undermine. This affair, of which a great handle wiis

made in the States by the war-party, furnished an added proof

of the unsoundness of Craig's policy. As has been already said,

the plan of military operations for the defence of Canada w;»8

strictly defensive ; the tivsk of resistance was less difficult to per-

form too, than might be supposed, for the federal government set

about the conduct of the war with the clumsiness and timidity of

a knot of trained-band captains. The ctTorts of the Amcricau

leaders, during the land-war of 1812, never took the form of a

ranged battle, or a bold assault of any important post, but event-

uated in numerous petty encounters, along a frontier line above

a thousand miles in extont ; and it would bo iiurd to determine,

at this distance of time, what useful ofFect was expected to result

from this kind of peddling tactics.

When war broke out, General Hull, governor of Michigan Ter-

ritory, sot out from the banks of the Ohio for Detroit, with 2,000

men. He was directed to suppress Indian hostilities, thon haras-

sing the north-west frontier of the States, and strive to induce the

savages to side with the Amerieans in the contest begun. His

instructions also authorized him to invade Canada, if he could do

so without compromising the safety of the frontier posts ho was

instructed to guard. He crossed the Detroit river and encamped

at Sandwich, in Upper Caimda, with intent to take Fort Maldeo,

a few leagues distant. From his camp, ho addressed a proclama-

tion to the Canadians, in which ho said to them :
" Separated

by an inuucnse ocean, and an extensive wilderness from Great

Britain, you have no participation in her councils, nor interest

iu her conduct. You have felt her tyranny, you have seen her

injustice, but I do not ask you to avenge the one or redress the

, |(llMi*opThe United States are sufficiently powerful U} afford you

every security, consistent with their rights, and your expectations.

• •
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I tender you the iDvaluable blc^Hings of civil, politicul, and rolig-

iou» liberty... Tliat liberty which has raiHcd uatoan elevated rank

auiong the nations of the world, and which has afforded ua a

greater luoafluro of peace and security, of weultli and iuiproveniont,

than ever fell to the lot of any people Raise not your hands

agjiinst your brethren ; many of your fathers fought for the free-

dom and independence w«' now enjoy. Being children, therefore,

of the snino family with us, and heirs to the same heritage, the

arrival of an army of friends must needs bo hailed by you with a

cordial welcome." .

This address, which was composed with some ability, was not

backed by military operations of corresponding skilfulness. Gene-

ral Hull was not fit for his work. After remaining inactive for a

month, in his enemy's territory, he re-crossed k> his own. Several

of )m detachments had been defeated by parties of our soldiers

and bands of savages. LieuV Rolette, commanding the Hunter

armed brig, with six men only, boarded and took the packet

Cai/ahuffa, with troops on board, and freighted with baggage and

hospital stores for the American army. Capt. Tallon, detached

with a small party by Col. Procter, met, below Detroit, Major

Vanhorno, defeated his men, and captured important papers. In

other parts of the country, the enemy had the like ill fortune

while the campaign lasted. Captain Roberts, of St. Joseph, in a

little island of Lake Huron, captured Mackinac, without strik-

ing a blow, by means of 30 soldiers, M. Pothier, and some Cana-

dian voyageurs, supporting him : this wks one of the strongest of

the enemy's posts. The concjuest of that place made a great

sensation among the native tribes of the country, and attracted

nearly all tlieir warriors to the British standard ; it was also pre-

lusive of the total discomfiture of General Hull.

The governor {admin istrateur) of Upper Canada, General Brock,

crOiBing the St. Lawrence,* with about 1360 men, nearly half

being Indians, and very few of the remainder regulars, appeared

* This must be a mistake, unless the author gires hero an ubusual

extension to the terra. Sir Isaac crossed the river Detroit, at Springs-

wells, three miles beluw Detroit itself, early in the morninsr oi .\ug\ 16.

Go
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suddenly before Detroit, where Hull had ensconood hlmHelf. The

latter, thun taken by surpriflc, Hurrendcrcd with his whole force ; on

condition that the Ohio and Miohif^n volunteers should bo allowed

to go homo on parole, not to serve against the British while the

war lasted. The fort of Detroit, and considerable booty, thus fell

into the hands of the British, who also booauio masters in the whole

territory of Michigan for the time.

The American soldiers taken at Detroit wero transported to

Lower Canada. Brigadier Hull was exchanged, at Montreal, for

30 British, who had been taken by the Americana. No sooner

did the unfortunate general roach head-qunrters, than lie was

tried by a court-martial, on charges of treason and cowardiye. He
was absolved from the former, but convicted of thu latter offence,

and condemned to be shot. Mr. Madison pa>-du : d him, in con-

sideration of \m serviues during the war of IiKiopondenoe. The

annihilation of the American army of the West, dispelled, for a

season, tlie fears of the Upper Cuiuulians, who fully expected un

invasion of their country.

While the events above detailed were in progress at the head of

Lake Erie, the enemies' forces were assembling for o[>eration8

meditated on the side of Luke Ontario and that of lake Chum-

plain. One main corps wan to act on each of these sides with

detachments aii intervals between the two, intended to harass the

Canadian intermediate frontiers. The two bodies were called by

the names, respectively, "army of the centre," and "army of

the north." The central army, ooramanded by Van llenselaor,

was composed chiefly of the militiaa of New York State ; it was to

invade Canada, between Lakes Krio and Ontario. The northern

army, 10,000 strong, under General Dearborn, was to penetrate

the district of MontreiU.

Van llonsalaer's corps was ready for action early in the fall cf

1812. After mcnaciug (leneral Brock for some time in the posi-

tion the latter had taken up, the Americans succeeded, at daybreak

Oct. 13, in gaining a foothold on the heights of Queenstown in

the face of a bii.sk fire from the British artillery, and despite the

resistance of a part of the 40th regiment of foot, supported by

militia. General Brook, then at Niagara, hearing the cannonade,

hastened to the scene of action. £'inding the troops in a discooo

© o
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corted state, fVom tho frustratioii of their efforts to prevent the

enemies' lunding, he rallied them, and, placing himself ut the head

of the British f^renadier8,lcd ihem to the charge. He would probably

have succeeded in driving the Americans from the lieights, had life

been spared him ; early in the fight which ensued, he wrs struck in

tho breast by a ball and mortally wounded. His men, however,

continued the contest; but they did not succeed in dislodging tho

enemy, who were well protected by trees in front of their position,

nor could the British afterwards prevent the disembarkation of a

second corps of Americans. The former, therefore, had pe»"forCv

to wait the arrival of reinforcements, then on the way.

These soon came up, led by Major-genera! Sheaffe. Finding tho

turn of affairs rather critical, he decided on assuming the offensive

as the most hopeful if daring course of action. Leaving a lew of

his men to cover Queenhtown, he made a detour with the remain-

der, who sealed tho neighbouring heights, and got into the rear of

the Americans. Tho savages, being most active, •got up first and

began tho attack, but were repulsed : thereupon the British were

led to the charge, and pushed the Americans with such vigour that

they were fain to give way, their foes hotly pursuing them. In

attempting to gain their own side of the river, many of the enemy

perished in its waters. The whole American loss during the fight

and after it, dead, wounded, and taken, exceeded 1,000 in num-

ber, or fully two-fifths of all those who had as yet invaded Canada

on this side.

It appeared that Van Rcnsalaer, meanwhile, returned to Lewis-

town to expedite the passage of the river Niagara by the second

division of his army, and that the soldiers had refused to march

in spite of his solicitations and threats ; that, in his extremity, he

sent a dispatch to General Wadsworth, at Queenstown, leaving

him the ohoico of remaining or retreating, and offering liim the

use of bateaux should he accept the latter alternative. Most of the

Amorioan troops being militiamen, they assured Van Rensalaer that

tlicy wore ready to defend their country if it were attacked, but

had their scruples about invading British territory. Wo huvo

already scon that a numerous party in the republic was opposed

to the war altogether, and its sentiments in thi» regard .supplied

uiotivoa sincerely, or insincerel/ called in, to excuse the militiamcu

OO
©
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for bringing their londcis to a stand-8till. The diMomfituro of

thoHU euon)ic8 who foui^ht, and the; Hhortcoinin^H of thoM of thorn

who would not fight, wurc both well culculntcd to huurton tho de-

fenders of thiti intorlacunar frontier of Cunuda, ont of which itH

OHSuilantd were most sueccsHfuUy thrust, at not n tithe of the sacri-

fico of human life and lunb experienced by tho invudera.

Gen. Shcaffe coneludod an anniHticc with (Jon, Smyth, Bucce«»or

of Van Rennalaor. Smyth seemed to bo a leader of more pith

than the other, for ho made an appeal to tho love of glory in tho

young Americans which enabled him to increase his force, a body

now five thousand strong. When ready to act, he proclaimed that

the armiatino was over, and, early in tho morning of Nov. 28, put

his army in motion. His vanguard crossed tho river Niagara

and landed iMjtwecn Fort Erie and Chippewa, forcing a British

post at that point ; while, on tho other hand, Major Ornisby with a

few British, quitting Fort Erie, captured some Americans who

were descending tho stream by its left banks. Smyth's .second

division marched forward, its leader intending to diHcnibark it at

a point two miles above the upper end of Grand Island. But tho

British were on the alert on that side of tho Niagara river. Co-

lonel Bishop arriving with troops from Chippewa, formed :i junc-

tion with Major Ormsby's party, and had thus a corps of 1,K'0

regulars, militia and savages, wherewith, to confront the Americans

and oppose their landing. As soon as the latter came within gun-

range a hot tiro was maintained against them till they turned rud-

der and fled for it. Three days thereafter (Dec. 1) the enemy

made a demonstration as if about to renew tho attempt so lately

repulsed it. After tho Americans were embarked with that intent, a

counter-order arrived, and Smyth cantoned them in winter (juar-

ters. The checks they previously received discouraged th^m greatly
;

and they bitterly blamed thcii chief, who to csca|H3 their censures

gave up his command.

Thus ignobly terminated the operations of the " army of tho

west " and " the army of tho centre," sent forth by tho federal

government of the United St 'i3s. At no ptiint of attack along the

Canadian frontiers did tho tnKtps in cither strike a successful blow.

Those of the American " army of the north," led by General

Dearborn, and the most numerous corps of all (being 10,000

®
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strong) had no better luck than the others, as we shall have occar

feion to see presently.

This large body was stationed along the shores of Lake Cham-

plain. From his head-quarters at Albany, Dearborn moved to-

wards the frontier line, and took up a position menacing to Mon-

treal, and commanding the approach to that city by way of St.

John's and Odelltown. - u

The British commandant of this frontier ran a cordon of mili-

tary posts all along it, from Yamaska to St. Regis, where the

land limit separating the two countries terminates at the St.

Lawrence. A select corps of regulars and militia-men under Colo-

nel Young was stationed at Blairfindie (I'Acadie) ; and the road

leading to the frontier, by Burtonville and Odelltown, was cut up

and encumbered with felled trees to prevent a surprise, a piece of

heavy work executed with promptitude by the light infantry under

Major Salaberry. A band of voyageurs in the employ of the North-

West Fur Company, the men in which had been training for war

some time past as light infantry, formed, along with some other

French-Canadians, a battalion of rangers. ,. s ; a ,.;

Concurrently, the Americans, on this frontier of Lower as along

that of Upper Canada, showed great hesitation in their movements.

After a few petty encounters of outposts, Dearborn, seemingly

uncertain what it were best to do, yet at last pushed on a detach-

ment in the direction of a small corps, commanded by Major Sala-

berry, and entrenched on the banks of the river LacoUe. Early in

the morning of the 20th of November, some of the colonel's more

advanced men were assailed (before daylight) by 1400 American

infantry and a few horsemen, who crossed the river simultaneously

at two fording-places, coming in contact with a few of Salaberry's

mien, whom they made an attempt to surround and capture ; the

former slipped through their hands, when a confusion of persons

and a mistaken appreciation of relative positions taking place among

the assailants, one wing of them wheeled round and fired briskly

upon the other. Intelligence reaching Salaberry of the enemy's

approich, he ordered colonel Deschambault to cross the St. Law-

rence and march on the village of Acadie with the militia of

Point Claire, of Du Chdne river, of Vaudreuil, and of Long Point.

A portion of those of Montreal, horse and fjot, crossed the river at
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Longueuil and Laprairie ; in a ^ord, all the fencibles of the dis-

trict were hastening to the point of attack. Whether it were that

Dearborn was intimidated by those manoeuvres, or that he had

no view of penetrating further into Canada at that time, he drew

off his forces entirely, and cantoned them in or about Plattsburg

and Burlington, there to pass the commencing winter.

The Americans sustained better on the ocean than on land the

credit of their flag. The British concluded too fast that they had

nothing to fear on that element, where they had long been para-

mount, yet it was precisely thereon that their laurels were some-

what tarnished at this time. The American frigate Constitution,

of 44 guns, commanded by Captain Hull, captured the GuerrUre,

of 38 guns, after a combat of half-an-hour's duration, in which

a third of the British were killed or wounded. The Wasp, Ame-

rican sloop-of-war of 18 guns, captured a British brig of 22 guns,

after a struggle of 45 minutes' duration ; but the captor was itself

taken, and the brig re-taken the same day, by a British 74 gun-

ship.

Commodore Decatur, in the American frigate United States,

captured the British frigate Macedonian aft(;r a contest which

lasted nearly two hours ; and, some time after,vr'ls, the Consti-

tution captured, near San Salvador, on the Brazilian seaboard,

the British frigate Java, after 200 of the latter's crew were killed

or disabled. These naval successes helped to reconcile the public

mind in the United States to the mischances attending the war

on land, [The result of various single-ship fights, so advantageous

to the Americans, was owing not so much (if at all) to the su-

periority of the latter, in courage or skill to the British, as to

the heavy armament brought into play by the former. The build

too of the American frigates (a misnomer, as they were really first-

rate ships of the line) was deceptious to the eye, for they lay more

flush on the brine than the clumsily constructed British ships of

the last age ; and as the American war-ships had several cannon

of an unwonted range, the fate of most of the British ships

that were taken was decided before their crt^T could get a single

gun to bear against a distant enemy who was turning their decks

into a slaughter-house.*] ,.,.;.

See Mr. James's Naval History of Great Britain, where carefully au-
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These victories of the Americans, they had all the more reason

to be proud of, as they were due to their sagacity. Great Britain,

however, having her attention much taken up, along with that of

other European powers, in the war against Napoleon, heeded little

those captures of a few of her isolated war-ships of third or fourth

class ; content as her people were on finding that her colonists in

Canada had so well vindicated the supremacy of her flag. Having

despatched some further but stinted succour as before, her main

strength was strained to the utmost, in order to take a leading

part in the discomfiture of Napoleon.

The result of the campaign of 1812, in which the zeal and

spirit of the Gallo-Canadian population rivalled British courage

and loyalty, was a practical justification of the sage and concili-

atory policy of Sir George Prevost. This worthy governor as-

sembled the chambers on the 29th of December. He informed

them that, in virtue of the power entrusted to him, he had called

out the whole colonial militia ; and expressed his liveliest satis-

faction at the public spirit, orderliness, firmness, love of country,

and respect for religion and the laws, which had been manifested

by all ranks of the people. Such a conduct as theirs, he observed,

would make their country respected at home and redoubtable

abroad.

The discussions of the legislature, this session, were less stormy

than was usual of late years, although several questions were

agitated, in themselves exciting enough. Thus Mr. Stuart, who

had never digested the affront put upon him in the juridical muta-

tions through which he missed the attorney-generalship, and was

even deprived of the second charge as a crown law-officer,—ex-

Bolicitor-general Stuart moved that an inquiry should be made into

the evils occasioned by delays in the publication of the laws. In

a riot at Lachine, the troops fired upon the crowd ; he imputed

this untoward event to the ignorance of the people regarding the

thenticated data are given as to the tonnage, number of guns and crews,

weight of metal, &c., of every ship taken hy each party during the war.

The largest American frigates, nominally of 41 guns, would have been

a match, ia/air fight, for a British man-of-war of 98 guns.—For the par-

ticulars given in the text concerning the real disparity (much under-

stated by M. Garneau) the translator is answerable.

—

B. -, '
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iputed

new militia act, the stringent nature of which they could not be

aware of, as the law had not then been promulgated. Although,

probably, Mr, Stuart's aim was less to accuse the authors of the

bloodshed, than to embarrass the executive council, the complaint

he made was by no means a word out of season. He called also

for information why it was, that the judges made rules of court,

at their own discretion, for conducting judicial procedure ; and

which arbitary system had, for a long time, caused great discon-

tent among the clients who came before them. It was this juris-

consult who moved and got carried, after some rather animated

debating, a string of resolutions regarding the yet more grave

subject of martial law, against the operation of which the public

mind was determinedly opposed—the chamber now, at Mr, Stuart's

instance, declaring, that martial law could not in future be

legally proclaimed in the colony without the permission of its par-

liament, "v. ..'t.^ii,: - ', .' ' , ;...•. :

':--i ,<< :>:_ .:-,,!• .;-;

The changes demanded by the governor in the militia act were

entertained, but fell to the ground ultimately, through a disaccord

on the subject between the two chambers ; and a bill introduced

taxing the salaries of public functionaries for defraying part of

the additional state expenditure caused by the war, was thrown

out by the council. The legislature and the executive, neverthe-

less, worked harmoniously together throughout the entire session

;

and the assembly, on its part, sanctioned a war tax of 2^ per cent,

on goods imported by the colonial merchants, 5 per cent, to be

levied on merchandise imported by foreign traders. It likewise

authori' od an increase in the issue of army bills, raising the total

amount to £500,000, The assembly also voted a grant of £1 5,000

additional to yards the arming and equipment of the militiamen
;

supplying a :npplementary sum of £25,000 besides, for other

expenses occasioned by the war, ' ; ,' •- -^ .

-

/
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CHAPTER II.

1 1

CONTINUATION OF THE WAR.—PEACE OF 1815.

.•tfc-

<flt

1813-1814.

Campaign of 1813.—Operations on lakes Erie, Ontario, and Champlain.

—Combat of Frenchtown and of Fort Meigs.—Attack of Sandusky.

— Naval combat of Put-in-bay.—Battle of the Thames.—Destruction

of the Creek Indians.—Capture of Toronto.—Colonel Harvey sur-

prises the Americans at Burlington.—Black Rock burnt.—Battles of

Chrystler's Farm and Ch&teauguay.—Retreat of the Americans.

—

Surprise of Fort Niagara.—Lewiston and Manchester burnt.—Opera-

tions on sea.—Parliamentary proceedings at Quebec.—Judge Sewell,

put under accusation, goes to London to defend his conduct.—He sug-

gests a union of the two provinces.—Campaign of 1814.—Combats of

Lacolle, Chippawa, and Lundy's-Lane.—Attack of Fort Erie.—Defeat

of Drummond.—Expedition of Plattsburg.—Ravages of the American

Beaboard by the British.—Washington taken, and its Capitol burnt.

—

Battle of New Orleans.—Cessation of hostilities.—Treaty of Ghent.

—Sir George Prevost's conduct at Plattsburgh being called in ques-

tion, he repairs to England to justify it—and dies.—Vindication of

his memory. v , .

Notwithstanding +lie checks which the Americans received in their

first Canadian campaign, they did not despair of succeeding in

another, for which they made more extensive preparations than

last year, intending to act vigorously in the present ; but upon

another system than before. So far, the plan adopted was similar,

that three distinct corps were to act simultaneously. One, called

" the army of the west," under General Harrison, was charged to

operate in the region of Lake Erie ;
" the army of the centre,"

confided to Dearborn, was directed to assail the Canadian frontier

lines of Niagara and the Ontario lake-board ; General Hampton,

with an " army of the north," undertook to invade Lower Canada.

After Hull's disastrous expedition terminated, the American

militias hastened to their places of rendezvous for the defence of

the frontiers, which, it was apprehended, would be further invaded

by the Canadian forces ; and to force the latter to relinquish the



CONTINUATION OP THE WAR. 191

foothold they had obtained on Michigan territory. In that view,

Harrison asaembled his forces at the head of lake Eric, with the

intent to expel the British from Detroit, and attack Maiden, a little

lower down on the upper shore of Lake Erie (northern or Canadian

side). General Winchester set out, early in January 1813, with

800 men, for the Miamis river, whence he sent a party to French-

town, thirty miles further on. This detachment routed a few

British soldiers and savages, and took possession of the village.

Intelligence of this expedition reaching General Procter, then at

Maiden, he resolved to set out in pursuit of the Americans, hoping

to rout them before the main body of their force could come up,

which was then following, but at three or four days' distance.

Assembling 700 military and GOO Indians, he suddenly appeared

before Frenchtown, Jan. 22. Without giving the Americans

time to recover from their surprise, he assailed them, before day-

break, in the houses of the place, where they had barricaded them-

selves, determining to sell their lives dearly, as they apprehended

being victimised by the savages if they surrendered. Early in the

assault, Winchester himself was captured by the chief of the Wy-
andots, who turned him over to General Proctor. The American

general being advised that all further resistance was hopeless, and

that his soldiers would be burnt out of their fastnesses if they did

not yield on promise of obtaining quarter, he transmitted orders

to them to accept the terms offered j upon condition, however,

that they should bo protected from the savages. The safety of

all was not secured however ; as in truth, it was never easy to do

on such occasions. In spite of all the efforts of the British offi-

cers to prevent it, these wretches massacred many of the more

helpless wounded Americans, demanded heavy ransoms for some

of their other prisoners, and reserved others for torture. The

men of the States complained indignantly (as well they might
!)

at this violation of the terms of capitulation, stipulated for by

their unfortunate compatriots. The capture of the place was

effected with the loss of 500 men, killed or disabled ; the Ame-

ricans losing about two-fifths of their whole number, besides those

taken prisoner.*

* The author stated in a short sentence we overlooked in his account

of the battle of Queenatou (p. 184, ante), that several of the vanquished
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General Harrison, learning that Frcnclitown was re-taken by

the British, retrograded from his resting-place on the Mianua

river, fearing to be encountered by Procter ; but hearing, soon

thereafter, that the latter had returned to Maiden, he retraced his

steps, and, with a force 1,200 strong, constructed an entrenched

camp on the banks of the above-mentioned river ; to which camp

he gave the name of Fort Meigs, in honour of the governor of tho

state of Ohio. Here he intended to remain till reinforcements

which he knew or supposed were on the way should reach him ; while

Procter on the other hand, taking time by the forelock, suddenly

appeared before his lines, and invested them forthwith. May 5,

the American General Clay, who came up with 1,200 Kcntuckiaus,

possessed themselves of the British batteries erected on the west-

ern side of the river, the garrison of the fort simultaneously

making a sortie. But Clay, in venturing too far ia pursuit of

some retreating Indians, was, in returning, attacked by Procter
j

and, after an obstinate contest, 500 of his men surrendered to the

British.

Notwithstanding this success, the auxiliary savages of Procter's

corps, wearied of their inaction during the siege operations, de-

spite all the efforts of their famous chief, Tecumseh, to retain

them, left the scene of action ; and their departure constrained

Procter to leave also, for a time, and retire with his men to

Maiden.

Some time afterwards, however, he returned, with a force about

4,000 in number, but of which 3,500 were savages, led by Te-

cumseh. Harrison was then posted on the banks of the river

Sandusky, waiting the appearance of an expected flotilla, under

the coiAimand of Captain Perry, which was intended to second

his own offensive operations on the Canadian lakeboard. Mean-

while, Procter, on his arrival near Port Meigs, finding on trial

were similarly immolated upon that occasion ; but in no Americau ac-

count of the battle (Oct. 13, 1812) wilhia our immediate reach, do we
find mention of go saddening a circumstance, and therefore hop6 that it

is incapable of authentication. But it is a subject of eternal regret to

every True Briton, that those biped bloodhounds should have run

under the shadow of our standards so long and so late.

—

B.

^n-.---. 'H'v wi '.mvT-y<: i«;-,i ,^'
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that it had been so strengthened as not easily to be carried by

assault, renounced his resumed siege of the place, after a few dfvys'

waste of time and labour; and advanced against Sandusky, a

little lower down lake Erie. After breaching the wall of the fort

there, Procter formed an attacking column, 500 strong, and put

it in charge of Colonel Short, with orders to assault the works.

This was met, on its approach, by a murderous fire from the besieged,

which threw the forlorn hope into disorder for a few moments.

Recovering breath and spirit, the advanced ranks cloiired the ditch

and were mounting to the breach, when a cannon of large calibre,

(doubtless loaded to the muzzle with grape-shot) pointed so as to

enP.lade the whole force on that side of the fort, was suddenly

fired with the most sweeping effect. The mass of the advancing

column, staggered by this discharge, became indisposed to proceed,

left the more advanced men unsupported, and finally retired alto-

gether, leaving the latter (100 in number) to their fate. In con-

sequence of this repulse, General Procter, no longer able to cope

With Harrison should he come up in full force, judged it proper to

retreat.

The hostilities adventured, on either part this year, had as yet

led to no permanent results ; both parties waiting the construction

and equipment of armed vessels, wherewith to contend for supre-

macy on the Lakes. The British flotilla was the first of those

got ready for action; the home goveriment having sent out,

during the winter, a body of seamen and marines, of the royal na-

vy, with the proper officers. These, on their arrival at Halifax,

were despatched, overland, first to Q lebec, and thence to King-

ston. In spring, 500 more arrived, along with Sir James Yeo,

who was charged with the chief commj nd of the coming operations

on the lakes. The direction of the i otilla on lake Erie he con-

fided to Captain Barclay, who, with six vessels, carrying in all 63

guns, was despatched to attack or blockade Commodore Perry,

who with nine vessels, carrying 54 guns, was lying in the harbour

of Erie (Presqit'tle) ; from which the latter could not got out,

owing to the shallows of the locality, with the armament of his

vessels on board. Taking advantage, however, of a temporary

absence of the British flotilla, Perry contrived to surmount this

difficulty, and, ascending the lake, got between the British land-

VOL. III.—
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forco and the vessels that were acting as their store-ships. IIo

had now to encounter Captain Barchiy, iwnt to the rescue. A
dccinive enga2;enient took place, on the open lake, between San-

dusky and Maiden, on the 10th of September. At first, the wind

was very light ; and l*erry, advancing unsupported, his ship being

exposed to a heavy and disabling fire from the long guns of one

or more of the British vessels, she was crippled before others of the

American flotilla could come up, and he was obliged to abandon

her. A breeze springing up, favourably for the Americans, the

latter out-man(Buvred their adversaries, contrived to overpower the

British vessels in succession, and captured them all. The absolute

Buastery of Lake Erie, of course, now remained with the enemy.

General Procter, a leader of more courage than conduct, now

became aware of the error he committed in departing from the

rule which had been laid down, of making provincial war defen-

sive and not offensive, for a time at least. By invading the ene-

my's territories without a sufiicient force, it was certain that,

sooner or later, the safety of Upper Canada would be compromised •

for, whatever conquests could be made beyond our own frontiers,

would not be durable. As soon as Barclay's flotilla passed into

the enemy's hands, the retreat of the British land-force became

urgent. Accordingly, Procter abandoned, precipitately, Detroit,

Sandwich, and Amherstburgh ; thence he passed, by the river

Thames, towards Lake Ontario, when he was brought to a stand-

still there, by the appearance of an American force superior in

number.

After his victory, Commodore Perry, having taken on board his

vessels and prizes the land-force under Harrison, disembarked it at

Maiden ; ascending thence to Sandwich, the Americans reached the

latter place just as Procter was leaving it. Harrison, without losing

a moment, went in pursuit ; and, on the 4th of October, the Ameri-

can van attained the British rear-guard, which, not being strong

enough to protect the stores and warlike munitions of the second

division of the army, they fell into the enemy's hands.* Procter,
<

* It is said that Proctor manifested, ia these operations, no one quality

of an efiScient general. Major Richardson, then one of his subalterns,

accuses him (" Eight Years in Canada") of something like poltroonery •

and of his having more regard for the luggage of himself and the mess

i
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thus hard pressed, decided on fi(:;])ting, and to toko his chance of the

issue. Next day (Oct. 5) ho drew up liis forces in battalia, near

Moravian-towa, his right flank resting on the river Tlmmes, his

left on a morass, the faitliful Tecumseh placing liirasclf at his

side with his people.

Harrison disposed his men in two lines, and began the attack

with cavalry. The horsemen of Kentucky, occustomcd to wooded

and marshy country, charged Procter's soldiers with so much

vigour and effect, that they broke rank, and fell into complete

rout. Most of them afterwards laid down their arms. The

savages alone continued to fight, holding their ground long and

courageously, but at last had to flee before the enemy, after see-

ing their chief laid prostrate on the field of battle. The fidelity

of Tecumseh to British interests, his eloquence, his influence over

the tribes of the north-wost, all conjoined to make his name remem-

bered, as the hero of the campaign of the year 1813. According

to the official returns, there were killed, wounded, or missing in

the retreat and in the action of October 5th, 564 of the British,

including 28 officers. On the same authority we state, that the

wreck of Procter's corps, when asssemblcd at Aneaster, Oct. 17,

mustered 228 privates or non-coms, and 18 officers.

The disastrous battle of Moravian-Town broke the confedera-

tion of savages formed by Tecumseh against the Americans, put

the latter in repossession of Michigan territory, and ruined Proc-

ter's reputation as an officer. The present calamity brought other

evil effects in its train. The Creek Indians, taking up the war-

hatchet, made an irruption into the settlements of Alabama, and

slaughtered 300 men, women and children ; they were following

up this massacre by ravagings, when they were encountered by

General Jackson, with the militia of Tennessee, who surrounded

a band of their warriors, 200 strong, and cut them in pieces to

the last man. He afterwards defeated the whole armed strength

of their nation, in fight at Talladega, &c., and finished by coop-

ing up the remnants of their people, young and old, male and

impedimenta than for military glory, or the safety of hia men. Tecum-
seh, who fought like a lion against desperate odds, became the victim

of Procter's ineptitude.

—

B.



196 HISTORY OP CANADA.

femiilo, including children, to the number of about 1,000 souls.

Finding them entrenched on the river Tallapousa, at HorHe-Shoo-

Head, Jackson carried their stronghold by assault and killed

nearly all within it. The annihilation of the Creek race was the

last blood-shedding in the West.

While fighting was in progress on this side, it was also pro-

ceeding on the lakes, but with less determinate results. The

operations of the respective armies, on the frontier of Niagara,

and that of Lake Ontario, wore signalised by a series of isolated

combats, which it would be a waste of time and paper to particu-

larise ; this we say the rather, as they seem to have resulted from

no pre-arranged plan of campaigning on cither part : the contest

assuming the appearance of a partisan war, eventuating in nothing

more respectable than of repetitive and bootless slaying, wounding,

and ravaging.

General Prevost left Quebec in mid-February, 1814, for Upper

Canada. In passing to Prescott, he allowed Colonel Macdonell

to make an assault on Ogdensburg, then a large village, on the

opposite bank of the St. Lawrence. The attack was successful

;

the colonel capturing some artillery and small arms, and setting

fire to a number of craft, there laid up for the winter.

General Dearborn was then preparing, at Sackett's-Harbor, an

expedition against Toronto, at that time the capital of Upper

Canada, and the locality of the cluef magazines of the British

forces. April 25, 1,700 Americans embarked in Commodore

Chauncey's vessels, and were landed, two days afterwards, near

Toronto. General Sheaffe tried to prevent the entry of the ene-

my to the bay, but was driven back with much loss of his men.

A division of the Americans, led by General Pyke, using the

great guns of the flotilla, cannonade the work which protected the

town ; and, at the moment that Pyke's men were in the act of as-

saulting, the powder-magazine blew up, sending 200 of them,

with the general himself, into the air. This startling accident,

however, did not prevent the place being taken, in wliich the cap-

tors found considerable spoils of war.

Dearborn, willing to follow up his success, resolved to attempt

the capture, likewise, of Fort George, at the head of the lake.

He moved his forces to Niagara, sent the flotilla to Sackett's Har-
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bor to bo roinforcod, and, in concert with Chauncoy, boloaf^ucrcd

the fort by land and water. General Vincent, the commandant,

stood a three days' cannonade, and made a spirited sortie ; but

finding hia force diu)iniHhed by 400 men, killed, wounded, or

missing, ho judged the place no longer tenable; so, after dis-

mantling the defences, ho blow up his magazines and retreated to

"Qucenston. lie then drew to himself the soldiery stationed at

Chippewa and Fort Erie, destroyed the other British outposts still

remaining in that part of the country ; and, with his collective

force, took the road to Burlington heights, followed by a corps of

Americans.

Concurrently with these operations at the head of Lake Onta-

rio, General Provost and Sir James Yoo concerted an attack on

Sackett's Harbor, during the absence of the enemy's flotilla. One

thousand of a land-force were put on board Yeo's flotilla, which

reached ita destination on the 28th of November. That day, the

Britisli captured a convoy of barges, freighted with troops ; but,

injudiciously, the commanders waited till the next to assault the

place : this allowed the enemy time for obtaining reinforcements,

and barricading the approaches to the harbor. The assailants

were therefore repulsed in their attempts at landing ; but they

succeeded, afterwards, in disembarking at some distance from the

town, despite a heavy fire kept up against them by the Americans,

before they retired behind the abattis which they had ranged as

a line of defence.

The support of the armed vessels was indispensable to the land-

force in its operations, and it so happened that the flotilla was dis-

tant, there being little or no wind. Braving all risks, however,

the soldiers fixed bayonets, and set to clearing the woods of the

skirmishers they screened. They even reached the defences

which covered the enemy, composed of redoubts and bastions,

but which Prevost hesitated to confront without the help of the

artillery of the flotilla. In effect, an assault so unaided, even if

it succeeded, would have been too sanguinary, had the enemy

made the least resistance, posted as they were ; but the latter,

concluding all was lost, set fire to their magazines, hospitals,

barracks, &c., and left the whole place in a state of irredeem-

able conflagration. The victors returned to Canada empty-

uanded.
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Wo have just soon, that Ooncral Vincent took his way towards

Burlington hoights, with the Americans at his heels. When the

nttor arrived, tliey onoamped near the British position. One

of Vincent's officers, named Harvey, persuaded his chief to lot

him attack the enemy by surprise, 700 men bcii ; put at his dis-

position for the purpose. During the night of June 5-G, he fell

upon tlie American's camp suddenly ; drove them out of it, and

took several prisoners, including Generals Chandler and Winder.

This successful enterprise was executed with as much coolness as

ltd conception was daring, and redounded greatly to the credit of

its author.

The Americans had to endure some immediately succeeding

reverses. Thus before the nuiiith ended, the chief of one of their

battalions, thinking his men were surrounded by a superior force,

surrendered at discretion to lieutenant Fitzgibbon, posted with a

party a few miles from Queenston. Next month (July), Blaok-

Rock was surprised and burnt by the British, but cost his life to

Colonel Bishop, who headed that daring enterprise.

The strength of the respective flotillas on Lake Ontario being

nearly equal, their conunanders avoided a goncral action, each

watching au opportunity to gain an advantage over the other by

a chance capture of one or more vessels. After several isolated

attacks of this kind, the belligerents encountered each other, in

collective strength, on the 28th of September, before Toronto

;

when, after a corioat which lasted two hours, Sir James Yeo was

beaten by Commodore Chaunccy, and obliged to take shelter un-

der Burlington heights. Nearly about the same time, General

Vincent,—then investing Fort George, into which the Americans

surprised at Burlington by Harvey, had retj. itcd,—learning that

Procter had been routed at Moravian-Town, immediately drew off

his forces, and went to the relief of the scattered corps of

British. Ho afterward retired into the fortified lines of Burling-

ton, where the American generals, MoClure and Porter, did not

think fit to attack him.

The second year of the war was now drawing to a close ; and

pausing at this point of time, wo may inquire, what progress had

been made by either of the invading parties, beyond tho frontiers

of the other. After a multiplicity of combatings, tho number of
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each

nnd

which perplexes l nftrrator to detail, and the aims of which were

inscrutable, the result, as rej»;ardcd Upper Canada at least, wjvs

slightly favourable to the American cause, and that is all that

can be said. If the British flotilla was forced to renounce the su-

premacy of tlie lakes, if the A .'ricans did possess themselves of

the Niiigara frontier, their generals, finding their forces unecpial to

complete the task they undertook, had resigned their command.

The previous secretary of war at Washington was re])laced by

General Armstrong, without any amelioration of that department

of stute, while the success of the British armies in Lower Canada,

completely counterbalanced the checks which they had received

in the upper province ; and the invasive bands of the enemy were

thrust back upon their own territory, after sustaining serious lopr.

The American generalissimo, in pursuance of the plan he had

formed for operating against Lower Canada, resolved to combine

his army of the Centre with that of the North, then direct it on

Montreal, and next on Quebec. Gen. Wilkinson, wlio commanded

the central army, assembled his soldiers, about 9,000 in number,

at French Creek, 20 niiles below Sackett's Harbor, on the St.

Lawrence ; embarked them in barges, and made them descend that

flood under protection of a flotilla and a large detachment of troops

which followed by land, on the Canadian side, in order both to

support their comrades and clear the river banks.

Gon. Rottenburgh, who held command in this part of the country

for Britain, and who thought, at first, that the embarked Ameri-

cans intended to attack Kingston, caused Col. Morri.son to follow

them with 800 men and some gun-boats. Wilkinson landed, with

part of his force, above the Long-Sault rapids ; whence he contin-

ued his route by land, under protection of a ro.ir-guard, led by

Gen. Boyd. Reaching Chrystler's Farm, mid-way between King-

ston and Montreal, and finding Morrison pressing upon him, Wil-

kinson halted and offered battle, which was not refused by his

pursuers. The combat took place on the 11th of November, and

lasted two hours; the conclusion of which was, that Morrison's

men defeated 3,000 Americans, four times their own number, and

including a regiment of cavalry. This master-stroke reflected

much honour on tlie British soldiers and their leader, but did not

prevent the enemies from holding on their way. Next day, Wil-
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kinson's whole strength rendezvoused in Cornwall and St. Regis,

at the foot of Long-Sault, where they halted, upon learning the

result of the battle of Chfiteauguay and the retreat of Gen. Hamp-

ton, who was previously marching upon Montreal by way of Lake

Champlain.

The latter corps, or " army of the north," had remained inert

during most part of the summer.

In the month of July, the British colonel, Murray, had made

an irruption, with 1,000 men, into Hampton's neighbourhood.

Murray set out from the Isle-aux-Noix with a small flotilla, ascen-

ed Lake Champlain, burnt the barracks, arsenals, and public edi-

fices of Plattsburgh, Burlington, Champlain, Swanton, <fec. and

returned in safety, after spreading terror in every part of the

adjoining country,

September arrived, however, before Hampton decided upon a

course of action ; but he had scarcely moved towards the Canadian

frontier when his further progress in that direction was arrested

by Colonel Salaberry, charged to resist his entry to Blairfindie

(I'Acadie) with 600 men only. After several skirmishes, the

Americans, not oaring to venture a general engagement in the

woods, retired to Four-Corners, where Salaberry surprised their

camp in a reconnoisance which he made with 200 light infantry

{voltigeurs) and 150 savages, and threw the enemy into a state

of the utmost confusion.

But it was urgent that Hampton should bestir himself in order

to form a junction with Gen. Wilkinson, who was coming down.

The frontier road to the village of Aoadie had been made pur-

posely impracticable. To get over this difficulty, he took a round-

about way ; namely, by the head-waters of the river Chdteauguay,

so as to get near the corps he wished to join. The chances of

his taking that route, however, had been taken into account, and

provided for ; accordingly, he found his way barred by defensive

works, while General Provost was in position, with a force, at

Caughnawaga, strong enough to oppose the junction of the two

American corps.

As soon as intelligence arrived that the latter were in motion,

Prevost confided the comma d of the troops in Upper Canada, to

Gen. Rottenburgh, and descended to Montreal, to confront the
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enemy on that side. At his call a part of the militia of the dis-

trict joined him, and the rest got ready to repair to any threatened

point as soon as need were.

On the 21st October, Hampton's vanguard drove in the outposts

of the British on the Piper-road, thirty miles above the church of

Chateauguay. Forthwith Major Henry, in command of the Beau-

harnois militia, sent word to General Watteville, and ordered

captains L^vesque and Debartzch to march, with their companies

and 200 militiamen, from Beauharnois. These officers halted

about two leagues from the latter, at the entry of a wood not easily

penetrable, and of course useful as a place of covert. Next morn-

ing, they were joined by Colonel Salaberry, with his light infantry

and a militia company. The colonel, now taking chief command of

all the force, ascended the Chdteauguay as far as to the farther

end of the wood, where, he knew, was an excellent defensive posi-

tion, the territory being rugged, and intersected by deep ravines.

Taking up his ground, he there erected a triple-lined field-work,

the lines of abattis having each an interspace of 200 yards ; while

a fourth line was run across, half-a-mile in the rear, to defend a

ford the enemy was expected to take. A whole day was passed

by the men in forming these lines, the first of which had the form

of an obtuse angle, on the right side of the road, and following

the bondings of a rivine.

The position thus taken up and strengthened, forced the Ame-

ricans to pass through a desert country, and at a distance from their

supplies ; whereas the soldiers charged with its defence had theirs

at hand, and were well supported behind in other respects. "^
The right bank of the river was clothed with thick woods

;

therein a strong piquot was placed to command the ford above-

noted. Colonel Salaberry caused all the bridges, for a great space

in front of his position, to be broken down ; the trees, also,

growing between the river and a morass beyond the plain in front

of his position, he ordered to be felled : his aim being to prevent,

or obstruct at least, the passage of the artillery with which, he

knew, the enemy was provided. He had scarcely completed these

preparations, which were highly approved of afterwards by General

Watteville, when the Americans appeared, led by Hampton, and

7,000 strong ; while the whole force present to encoi^nter them,

'»
,

-
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was composed of 300, a few Highland soldiers, and some armed

Indians. But their leader was an officer of approved skill and

bravery. Colonel Salaberry, who entered the British army at

an early age, had served eleven years in the East Indies, and was

present at the siege of Fort Matilda by Gen. Prescott, where,

though at that time only 16 years old, he was charged to cover

the evacuation of the place. He distinguished himself, in com-

mand of a company of grenadiers in the expedition to Martinique,

in 1795. He served, likewise, as aide-de-camp to Gen. Rotten-

burgh in tlic Walcheren expedition, and held the post of honour

with the light brigade, during the siege and at the capture of

Flushing. Returning to Canada as a staflf-officer under Gen. Rot-

tenburgh, shortly before war broke out in North America, he was

chosen by Sir George Prevost to raise a regiment of light infantry

{voltigeurs) among the French-Canadian populations; a task

which he accomplished most successfully. That fine body of men,

organized and disciplined at short notice, became a corps distin-

guished ever afterwai Is for its constant successes in battle, and

served as a military exemplar for all other Canadian soldiery.

Hampton divided his army into two corps. The first of these,

composed of cavalry and infantry, and supported by 2,000 others,

at a small distance behind, was drawn up so as to confront the

position of the Canadians on the left bank of the river. The sec-

ond corps, 1,500 strong, led by Colonel Purdy, was directed to

operate on the left bank of the stream, so as to turn Salaberry's

flanks, as soon as a fording took place. Three companies of volti-

geurs, with some militiamen and savages, protected his front, in

advance of the abattis, one extremity of the line resting on the

river margin. Three more companies, with the Highlanders,

were distributed between the interspaces, behind the abattis.

Hampton pushed forward a strong column of infantry, at the

head of which was a tall officer, who hailed the men of our nearer

ranks, in French, calling out to them, " Brave Canadians ! sur-

render yourselves : we wish you no harm." The only reply was the

discharge of a musket levelled at him, followed by his fall ; which

became the signal for a well-sustained fire along the whole line.

The American general, finding that he could not reply to it continu-

ously but at a disadvantage, changed his tactics and endeavoured
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to force the defences of our troops by vigorous charges with sword

and bayonet. This plan failed, however, although it was tried

sometimes at one point, then at others ; and after incurring a

great loss of men, he thought fit to draw off his attacking col-

umn. :'.:.''- I

Meanwhile, the noise of the combat in progress attracted the

attention of Colonel Purdy and his men, who, while operating on

the other side of the river, had lost their way. So soon as the

Colonel had regained the right road, and found himself in front

of enemies, he attacked and drove them back, by the crushing su-

periority of numbers. It was at this crisis, when the firing of the

repulsed main body of the Americans had all but ceased, and

Hampton was in full retreat, that Salaberry seeing matters had

suddenly become serious, placed himself at the head of the troops

ranged enpotcnce along the river, and directed with his voice the

movements of those whom he had posted beyond. Purdy's men
still advancing, Salaberry's opened upon their flanks so murderous

a fire, that they were fairly staggered, next fell into disorder, and

then retreated precipitately. '-'

The combat lasted four hours in all. Hampton, imagining the

Canadians to be far more numerous than they really were,

concluded to give up contending with them : thus did a handful

of men, from 300 to 400 in number, discomfit an army of enemies

7,000 strong.

General Prevost, along with General Watteville, arrived on the

scene before the action was quite terminated. They praised the

Canadians for the courage they had manifested, and complimented

their commander for the judicious arrangements he had made.

So great was the ardour cf some of our men on the occasion, that

they swam across the river, during the firing, in order to* force

the Americans to surrender.

After his defeat, Hampton's army, harassed in its retreat by

the Canadians, retired first to Four-Corners, and finally to Platts-

burgh, where it took up winter-quarters. The victory of Chfi-

teauguay, without being a sanguinary defeat for the Americans,

the number of the victors being too small for such a result, had

in other regards the effect of a considerable battle gained over

the enemy.
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General Wilkinson (as we have already narrated) on hearing

the unwelcome news of Hampton's repulse and retreat, held a

council of war, to take counsel as to what ought to be done. His

troops at that time were stationed at Cornwall and St. Regis, on

the St, Lawrence upper river-board. The agreement come to was,

that the intended descent on Montreal should be abandoned ; and

the troops be borne across to the American side of the flood, and

there be cantoned for the winter. Thus did the fortunate resis-

tance of a few militia companies cause the retreat from our

country of an army over 15,000 strong, and rendered abortive

the best-concerted plan as yet formed, by the strategists of the

United States, for the conquest of Canada. Colonel Salaberry re-

ceived special thanks for his admirable conduct in the affair, from

the commander-in-chief, and from the two chambers in session

;

he was also decorated with knightly distinctions by the Prince

Regent of Great. Britain. The militiamen, too, had their merits

acknowledged by a presentation to them of new regimental

colours.

The invasion of Lower Canada having been thus far unsuccessful,

our soldiery in the Upper Province assumed the offensive as the

Americans were about to evacuate it. General Drummond, who

succeeded to Gen. Rottenburgh as commandant there, ascended

with a force to the head of Lake Ontario ; and at his approach,

the American General McClure evacuated Fort George (in Decem-

ber), burning the village of Newark when on the way to his own

country. Drummond resolved to avenge the colony for this un-

provoked act of barbarity. Colonel Murray, at the head of 5 or 6

hundred men, surprised Fort Niagara, took 300 prisoners, and

captured a large quantity of artillery, small arms, &c. General

Riall followed, in support of Murray's operations, with two regi-

ments and a band of western savages. Riall, by way of reprisal

for the conflagration of Newark, left the frontiers on the Ameri-

can side at the discretion of his Indians, who burnt Lewiston.

Manchester, and all the country around, were burnt or devastated.

Two small towns, Black Rock and Buffalo, were also, after a

combat for their possession, fired by incendiary hands. This

(savage) expcuition terminated the hostile operations of 1813
;

which were alike unfavourable to the Americans, in the aggr^ate,

on land and sea.
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Thus, on the ocean, after several trials ofprowess and skill between

ship and ship, the republicans, not having a sufficient force to cope

with a British fleet, saw several of their bravest captains laid low in

such naval-duels: thus did they lose, this year, the gallant Lawrence,

who was killed in the famous combat between the Chesapeake and

the Shannon, the former frigate being taken by boarders from the

latter, in full sight of the Bostonians. British squadrons, this

year too, ravaged parts of the American seaboard mercilessly, espe-

cially the shores of the Chesapeake, and extended these coasting

depredations as far as the shores of Virginia.

The armies which had been operating along the Canadian fron-

tier, being now in quarters for the winter on both sides, General

Prevost repaired to Quebec to meet the chambers, which had been

convoked for January 1814. Dissentiment between the assembly

and legislative council, which the excitement of actual war had

superseded for a time, now, that the safety of the colony was pretty

well assured, resumed its accustomed course by degrees, and at

length became more decided than during the preceding session,

despite the eflfbrts of the governor to reconcile contending parties.

The a8semi)iy-men, with whom the latter had much influence,

sanctioned, upon a confidential message being sent to them solicit-

ing supplementary supplies, an extension of the issue of army-bills

he before allowed, to a total of £1,500,000, in order to defray war

costs. The bill for excluding the judges was taken up and passed

by the assembly, but thrown out by the council, which also quashed

two other projects laid before them : one, which imposed a special

tax on government functionaries; and another, authorizing the

appointment of an agent for the colony, to reside in London and

defend its interests at head-quarters.

Mr. Stuart, from his place in the legislature, formally accused

Judge Sewell of having unconstitutionally usurped parliamentary

authority, by iriposing discretionary rules of procedure ; he also

charged him with having advised Craig to dissolve, arbitrarily,

the chambers in 1809, and to address an insulting discourse to

the people's representatives at the same time ; he likewise alleged,

that the judge had deprived him (Stuart) of his office as solicitor-

general, merely to give the place to his own brother, Mr. Stephen

Sewell. Further, he charged Judge Sewell with violating the
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privileges ol'tlio horso, and tfltnpcrod with tho frcodom of clcotiom,

by imprisiiniiig McwrH. Ikulnrd, Itlnnchct, TnHoliorcim, (nil thrco

iw8onil)ly-mon,) and M. Oorboil, undor a (tnunpod up) accusation

of high treason. Finally, Mr. Htuarl accused dudge Sewell of

having enmloyed an Irish adventurer (John Henry) as an emis-

sary, to nndonnino the Anjorioan Union, and i»»duco certain of

its States to form an alliance with Canada against thoir othor

coinpatriot»s.

Judge Monk, of Montreal, was also accused, at tho same time,

of divers malversations.

All these grave imputations, truthful for tho most part, wcro

entertained by tho chamber, and embodied in an address from tl»o

chamber to tho regency, being sanctioned by a groat majority of

votes. Mr. Stuart himself was nominated to tako the document

to London, and there sustain the accusations it contained. M,

Bedard was tho party first pitched on for this purpose ; but as ho

had judicial functions to discharge, the former jurisconsult under-

took to defend tho representations n\adc. Tho governor promised

to transmit the address himself; but he informed the assembly

that he could sas|>ond no judge from his functions at the re((uest

of one chamber only. A requisition, accompanied by an exposi-

tory memorial of grievances experienced at the hands of tho exe-

cutive,—a paper emanating from tho people,—was sent at tho same

time to tho Prince Regent.

Jiidgti Scwell went to London to defend himself; while Stuart

was prevented from going thither to confront him, because the

legislative council refused to sanction a grant of money, accorded

in assembly, to pay his expenses. The accusations against tho

two chief colonial judges, came to nothing. Sewcll, backed by

the personal influence of Prince Edward (father of her present

Majesty), gained the good graces of Lord Bathurst, to such an

extent, that not only were the explanations of his conduct accept-

ed, but he was oflicially and even earnestly recommended to tho

favor of Sir J. C. Sherbrookc, when the latter was made governor

of Lower Canada, two years afterwards.*

It must be allowed that Judge Scwell was a polite, grave, and

* Earl Bathurst to Sir John Coape Sherbrooke ; letter dated May 6,

1816.
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and

"lay G,

Hiipplc-bncikcd porHonnpo, and wiill filled to play tlio pnrt nnHlj^nod

to him by tlio iiiiniHtry of tlitit day. AUlioii'^h ho was (ho iiiont

dangorouHriiouiywhioh the (ilallo-CanadiaiiH luvd,lio waH always vory

ftffublo to thorn pornotudly. What tlio Tory oabiiiot, thon Kupn-mo,

watitod, was a man who should disguiso its ((U?spoti«) polity

while taking; the load in tho party ojiposod to the poopUi's r(^pro-

Bontntivcs. This party ho dirootod, iti both councils, till tho end

of his caroor. This iiilluonoo was ospocially stronj.' in tho loj^islativo

council, whoro his counscils caused Bovoral patriotic measuros, ori-

ginated in assembly, to misonrry.

While in Kn^land, Jud}i;o Sewoll found no means bettor fitted,

in his idea, to nvcngo u-m tlm Canadians the accusations nuido

ngainst himself, than to revive the proposals of Craig to annihi-

hito their nationality. Finding that these met with no accoptanco,

ho advised that an incorporating union of all tho North British

provinces, Lower and ll{)per Canada, &,c., should take i)laco, un-

der one governor, and with a legislature common to all. lie im-

pressed on Prince Edward the desirability of suoli a union, and

advised him to use his influence with the ministry to bring it

about. In the appendix to Lord Durham's Keport on Canadian

affairs, may be seen a letter from tho Prince to Howell, in which

ho engages to conynunicato to the cabinet the suggestions of tho

latter on the subject, as soon as opportunity would allow. Mewell

proposed to establish a chamber of thirty members for the five or

six provinces ; and, in the cover enclosing a memorial on tho

subject, transmitted to the prince for presentation, he enjoined tho

latter not to tell Lord Bathurst who was its author. When tlio

union of the two Cunadas did actually take place, the vongoanco

of Judge SewcU must have been satisfied ; though this satisfac-

tion did not come to console him till late in the day, for ho was

an aged man when the act was consummated : yet it must have been

gratifying to a mind like his, to have lived long enough to seo

the people, whom he hated so much, doomed to wither under the

supremacy of an alien race I

As soon as the session closed, the governor busied himself in

making preparations for the campaign of the year. While thus

engaged, a barbaric embassy, composed of chiefs of Indian tribes of

nine or ten of the western savage nations, arrived in Quebec.

r

\
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Sir George received them, with vice-regal state, in the castle of

St. Louis, These envoys demanded arms, on behalf of themselves

and their savage cons* ^nts, and vestments for the women and

children of the tribes il >d or inclined to the British inter-

est. " The Americans,' u,aid they, " every day arc disjxisscssing

us of our lands. They have no pity for us : they arc bent on

thrusting us into the fur regions of the setting sun." They were

exhorted to adhere to the British side ; the governor expressing,

at the same time, deplorations at the loss of Tecumseli and other

faithful chiefs who had died for Britain. Finally he dismissed

them, but not without a load of presents.

The defeat which the Americans sustained at Chdtcauguay, did

not extinguish their hopes of obtaining a footing in Lower Canada.

They made a renewed attempt, in that view, late in the winter-

time. General Macomb, with a detachment, left Plattsburgh,

crossed Lake Champlain on the ice, and advanced to St. Armand,

where he waited to be joined by troops under General Wilkinson,

intending to move upon Odelltown and the mill of Lacolle. Ac-

cordingly, after the union took place, the conjoint force advanced

to Odelltown, and too]< possession of it without resistance. March

30, the Americans advanced towards Lacolle mill, where were

posted some voltigeurs, fencibles, &c. These made so determined

a resistance, that after a cannonade of 2J hours' duration, the

assailants gave up their attempt, and returned to Plattsburg.

After this all but abortive expedition, the Americans modified

their plan of operating; and renouncing, for the present, any

further attempts on Lower Canada, they determined to direct

their hostilities against the upper province, which it was easier

for them to invade. But this plan, if it were more easy to

carry out, was also less fruitful of results. The enemy's enter-

prises had ended hitherto, either in repulses or in ephemeral suc-

cesses ; while the latter had been obtained with much bloodshed,

and been accompanied by ravagings severely avenged ;
all having

little or no influence in bringing about a decisive result for the

cause of either of the belligerents.

The American leaders having withdrawn their chief corps from

the frontier of Lake Champlain, they moved them towards Lake

Ontario, intending to bring the land-force into action as soon as
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tho flotilla laid up in Sackctt's Harbour oould operate therewith.

The stores of tho enemy being located at Oswego, General Druiu-

mond, British commandant in U)>i'<jr Canada, resolved to capture

or destroy them, if possible, and thus retard tho departure of the

hostile vessels. With that intent, he embarked a body of troopa

at Kingston ; and. May 6th, arriving before Oswego, he next

day attacked the place, and after a fight succeeded in burning the

fort and magazines. The Americans, however, saved most of their

naval stores, having found time to remove them some distance up

the river to a place of security ; the end of tho expedition, there-

fore, was but indifferently attained. ,.

Drummond now proceeded to tako command of the British

forces at the head of the lake. In his disposal of them afterwards

he committed tho fault of dispersing them in parties so fur apart,

that hours had to pass before any two or more of them could be

brought together, upon an emergency. The American generals,

Scott and Kipley, posted on the opposite shore, taking advantage of

this error, crossed the flood with 3,000 men, and took Fort Erie by

surprise. Next day, they marched to attack the entrenched

camp of general Riall at Chippawa, a short distance above the

Falls of Niagara. Tho British, although few in number, were led

out by their commander to fight the enemy in open field. The

combat that ensued was obstinate ; and Kiall, finding that he could

not maintain his ground, after losing many of his men, retired

within his lines for a short time, and finally retrograded towards

Burlington heights. The Americans followed liim as far a3

Queenston, and then took the road to Chippewa, liiall also began

retracing his steps ; but when the retiring Americans reached

Lundy's Lane, near the lately contested field, they turned round

and offered battle. Riall declined the offer and was about to re-

treat, when General Drummond came to him with 800 men, and

took the chief command. He determined to make a stand
; but

before he could put his troops, fatigued with their march, along

with Riall'smen, in proper order, he was attacked at a disadvantage

by the Americans, and his left forced to fall back, but not in dis-

order ; and the General coming up, ranged the men en potence

along the roadway, supported by the central corps, posted on an

eminence, upon which the British artillery was placed, and kept

Vol. III.—o
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up a deadly fire on the oncmy's masses ns they advanced. The

American leaders, seeing that they must perforce retreat if their ad-

vorHuries' guns played much longer, throw their whole strength

against this key of the British position, advanced determinedly,

and, after a desperate struggle, succeeded in silencing some of the

cannon ; the artillerymen keeping up their fire to the latest moment,

and getting bayoneted at the side of the pieces they had so eflFeot-

ively served. Nightfall now arrived, and a scene of great confu-

sion ensued, several strange mistakes occurring ; such as the par-

ties' exchanging pieces of artillery during the charges made, on one

and the other part, during succeeding hours of obscurity. At

nine P. M. the firing ceased for a short time ; and the rear-guard

of the Americans, which had not till then come up, now took its

place on the field. The British, also, almost at the same instant

wore joined by a reinforcement of 1,200 men ; when, by a kind of

tacit agreement, the combat was resumed with greater obstinacy

than before. About midnight, however, the Americans, despair-

ing of being able to maintain themselves on the height which it

had cost them so much to gain a temporary mastery of, gave up

the contest, after it had lasted six hours, and retreated to their

camp beyond the river Chippewa. * ...

In the darkness and disorder, General Riall, who had been

dangerously wounded, got among the enemy's cavalry, when

trying to get into the rear of his own army, and was taken pri-

soner.

Next day, the Americans threw into the Niagara a great part

of their baggage and stores, set fire to Street-Mills, destroyed Fort

Chippewa, and retrograded to Fort Erie. » •

The loss of men, on both sides, was considerable, and almost

equal ; say about 1,500 in all killed or wounded, Americans and

British. Greneral Drummond received a severe hurt in the neck

;

which, however, he concealed from his men, and fought on; Sev-

eral hundreds of Americans were taken prisoners, although the

British numbered but 2,800 in all, while their enemies numbered

5,000. The Upper Canadian militia manifested the most signal

bravery. " Nothing could be more terrible," says a reporter of

the action, " nor yet more solemn, than that nocturnal combat.

The desperate charges made by the troops were followed by a
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doath-liko Hilonco, broken only by the groanfi of the ilylng and

the monotonous noiso of the groat cataracts. Hardly could one

discern, by help of the fltful light of the moon, tholincfiof soldiery,

thoir arms gleaming faintly to tho oyo of the observer. Those

intervals of stillness, not unaccompanied by inriuietudo, were soon

broken by the rolling of musketry, and the measured trampling of

tho Americans in their renewed ohargings, which were yet more

firmly resisted than they were determinedly made."

As on tho British, so on tho American side, both chief generals

(Brown and Scott) were severely wounded in this desperate battle;

and tho chief command of the republicans devolved on General

Ripley, who, having made good his retreat, entrenched his men

around Fort Erie.

Drummond, following him up soon thereafter, invested the

place. First, he cannonaded the works, and, having made a prac-

ticable breach in them, during the night of Aug. 14 he formed

his troops into three attacking columns, with tho intent of assail-

ing tho enemy's defences simultaneously, on their whole front.

Colonel Fischer, who headed one column, advanced two hours be-

fore daylight next morning, and got possession of tho batteries

opposed to him. Immediately thereafter, the two other columns

advanced ; and after a sharp straggle, succeeded in penetrating

through the embrazures of a f^omi-bastion, into the fort itself,

which was in the centre of the American entrenched camp. The

defenders then took refuge in the stone building, and were playing

the cannon therein mounted against those of the bastion already

mentioned, well directed against them, when a powder-magazine

blew up, scattering friends and foes aKke who happened to be in

or near the fort.
' The British not yet in action were panic-stricken

by this accident, and fled from the scene, pursued by the Americans.

The assault of course failed, and caused a loss of 1,000 men to

the repulsed, in killed, wounded, and missing ; while the Ameri-

cans had not above 80 casualties in all.

After this disaster, Drummond converted the siege into a block-

ade. Sept. 17, the Americans made a sortie, upon hearing of the

victory gained by their flotilla on Lake Champlain and the retreat

of General Prevost. Taking advantage of a storm then raging,

they fell on the British suddenly, destroyed their advanced works,
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and took prisoner some hundreds of them ; but, the tide having

turned, the assailants were thrust back, losing about an equal

number of men, mostly taken captive. Shortly afterwards, illness

breaking out in the British camp, and General Izard being on the

way with reinforcements for the beleaguered from Plattsburgh,

Drummond drew off his forces, and rotured to Chippawa.

At this time, the unfortunate issue of the British expedition,

incidentally adverted to above, became a foundation for ac-

cusations, of a grave character, against Prevost. This governor,

whom the British-Canadian party detested, because he appeared to

have more regard for the French-Canadians than his predecessor,

was blamed as being the primary causer of all the misfortunes that

had lately attended the rciiitary operations of the year. The (fac-

tious) party, constrained to silence for a time by the din of war, and

not being able to gainsay the commendations rightly bestowed on

the Canadians for their loyalty and courage in action, eagerly

seized the occasion of the public being chagrined at what the gov-

ernor could not foresee, far less prevent, to raise a clamour against

an administrator ever obnoxious to them.

The fact was, that the ill-starred Plattsburgh expedition was

undertaken by order of the British ministry itself, after the first

abdication of Napoleon; when the general peace ensuing (for a time)

enabled the cabinet of London to send a larger number of soldiers

than before to America. In July and August, this year (1814),

a draught of 4,000 of Wellington's soldiers arrived at Quebec.

In a few days afterwards, they were transported, somo towards

Lake Champlain frontier, and others to different localities of Upper

Canada. The latter portion was commanded by General Kempt,

an officer who had gained much credit in the Peninsular War,

who had orders to attack the Americans at Sackett's Harbour,

should a favourable occasion prevent itself.

The command of the British flotilla in lake Champiain was given

to Captain Downie, transferred from that of Ontario. To com-

plete the crews of the former, many of the sailors were taken from

the ships of war lying at Quebec. The troops destined to act

against Plattsburgh were stationed between Laprairie and Cham-

bly.

f After his repulse at Lacolle, the American General Wilkinson
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was replaced by General Izard. The close of the war in Europe

having disengaged much of the military force there maintained by
Britain, as above said, the Americans were fain to change situations,

adopting the defensive for the offensive ; they began to see already,

therefore, that if they did not show dispositions for peace, they

would have to encounter the whole embattled strength of the Bri-

tish empire.

Izard set out in Aui^ust, with a corps 5,000 strong, to reinforce

the American army at Fort Erie, leaving only 1,500 men at Platts-

burgh : this became an invitat'^n to the British to hasten to their

attack, and Prevost accordingly caused his forces to advance. He
crossed the frontier at Odelltown, took possession of Chaaiplain

village, and occupied an entrenched camp, previously quitted by

the enemy, on the river Chuzy. Hence he marched his force, di-

vided in two columns, upon Plattsburgh, sweeping before him sev-

eral parties of militiamen who beset his path, and arrived at hia

destination on the 6th of September. Colonel Bayard, sent on

with some companies of Munro's regiment of British infantry,

drove the Americans out of that part of Plattsburgh situated to

the north of the river (Saranae), who were then about to oc-

cupy, on the opposite banks, some heights crowned with batteries,

redoubts, and other field-works, mounted with heavy ordnance.

The British artillery being brought up, commodore MacDonough,

in command of the American flotilla,—anchored in front of the

place, to keep his flag-ship out of gun-range of the British land,

force had to quit port and take to the open lake. The British

flotilla, under Captain Downie, followed, at some distance, the

movements of Prevost. A favourable wind for his purpose spring-

ing up, Downie was tempted to attack the enemy's vessels, in pight

of the army on shore. Unfortunately, the captain's own frigate

got too near the land, and thus was exposed to the fire, not only

of an American ship, but to that of two American batteries besides.

At the very outset, Downie and several of his officers were killed,

and the ship grounded; untoward circumstances, by which the

Americans profited, and made the forces on the British side, thence-

forward unequal to cope with that of the enemy. Captain Pring,

who now took the chief command of the flotilla, was obliged, after

a combat of two hours, to strike his flag, as did all the other cap-

\[
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tains theirs in succession, their vessels being overmatched. Of

the whole flotilla, only 7 or 8 gun- shallops escaped.

While the fight was in progress on the lake, the land-forces of

the respective parties were not idle. Prevost, having battered the

place for a short time, prepared to carry it, if possible, by escalade.

One attacking column was formed, with orders to force the town

bridge, and assail the defensive works in front; another, which

defiled behind the camp to prevent suspicion of its intent, was to

cross the Saranac, at a ford above the town, and, descending the

river banks, fall upon the rear of the defenders of the place while

engaged with the former column. The plan failed, for want of

proper concert, or rather through misadventures. When the first

column came within gun-range, a brisk fire was opened upon it

from the works, which the British stood still to return . Meanwhile,

the second column missed the proper road, and did not come up to

time. The Americans, too feebly assailed, were able to hold their

own ; and, when they perceived that the British had been beaten

on the lake, were naturally emboldened to make a stouter de-

fence. The cries of triumph from the place reaching the ear of

General Robinson, who was leading on the tardy second column,

he halted his men, and sent one of his aides to Prevost, to demand

what had happened, and whether he ought to advance further.

Sir George, on consideration that even were the conjoint assault

successful, the place could not long be retained now that the Ame-

ricans had the entire mastery of the lake, ordered Robinson to re-

trograde, and drew off the attacking parties. Further, he had not

a moment to lose if the British army were to reach Canada in

safety, of renouncing all further prosecution of the expedition.

General Macomb's force was constantly increasing by the arrival of

reinforcements from all sides ; and detachments from it could easily

be transported by Macdonough's vessels to any point of the lower

lake-board, while the homeward road for the discomfited British

was not only in a wretched state but part of its course within gun-

shot of the lake. It was reported, too, that the Vermont militia

were on the point of crossing the latter in a body, to prevent the

escape of the invaders. Upon the whole, it is pretty certain that

if Prevost had gone deeper into the enemy's country, he would

have experienced the fate of Burgoyne.
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Sir Greorge, therefore, after dismantling his batteries, commanded
an immediate retreat, sending the wounded homeward in the first

place. The first marching stage was effected in the night-time,

under a torrent of rain, the weather having been very foul for

some time previous. A retreat so precipitate could scarcely be

orderly, and accordingly great confusion took place among the

ranks, from which hundreds of the men straggled, or deserted and

were picked up by advanced parties of the enemy, sent in pursuit.

By degrees, most of the whole artillery, baggage, stores, and mili-

tary chest of the army were captured or left behind ; and thus the

enemy made a great booty, for the troops had been provided with

all necessaries for wintering in Plattsburgh.

' Such was the progress, such the ending of an expedition to

America, planned in London. The means provided for the end

in view were totally inadequate ; for Provost's land-force, if not

too small to invade the States and strike a possibly successful blow

there, was far too weak to maintain a foothold, should that be

gained. The lake flotilla, too, got up hastily to co-operate, was

also unequal to what its crews had to cope with. The signal fail-

ure of the expedition was the misfortune, not the fault, of Sir

George Prevost : unless, indeed, we lay to his charge, as a ground

for blame, his over readiness in obeying to the letter the rash

orders sent him from head-quarters.

While the British were thus mastered on and about lake Cham-

plain, their supremacy was vindicating itself on lake Ontario.

Having constructed a ship to carry 100 guns, Sir James Yeo

hoisted his pennant aboard of her at Kingston, nd ascended the

lake accompanied by a flotilla with a detachment of troops em-

barked. The American flotilla ensconced in Sackett's Harbour,

had perforce to allow the British full scope to invade their ene-

my's mid-lake frontier, at any point they chose. On the sea-board

side of the States, the descents and the depredations of the British

were of a nature to recal to the memory those of the Normands,

during the 9th and 10th centuries, on the shores and in the estu-

aries of France.*

So long as the war carried on by the British against Napoleon

• A gross exaggeration, as every one moderately acquainted with the

countries, times, and circumstances put in parallel, must admit.

—

B.

3U >
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Wi>8 of uncortnin issue, tlioy noted chiefly on tlio defensive in Amer-

ica, 80 as to furnish to the European ooalition ntnintained against

hini, as much aid as possible. The Duke of Wellinj^ton, whom
the ministry always consulted on the empire's niilitjiry attairs, np«

proved of this system. <'I am glad to hoar," ho wrote in 1813,

to Earl llathurst, " that you are about to send n reinforcement to

Sir Gooi-ge I'revost. I hop<? it may roach him in time, and that

he will not allow himself to be t<>mptod, by the appearance of petty

ndvant«in\<i to be gained by invasions, to abandon his plan of do-

fence. He may be very sure that what he gains in that way, ho

will not be able to retain. The atteujpt to do more than hold his

own will lead to losses, and these will assuredly embolden the

enemy, jxnhaps involve perilous results. Whereas, if ho stick to

the defensive system, he throws the difficulties and risks attending

aggression on the Americans, pi-obably to their ultimate discomli-

ture."f«

The cessation (and .supposed termination) of tho gonernl war,

early in 1814, gave a brtiathing-timo to Britain, during which she

was able to despatch reinfoivements U) Canada, and to send against

the seaward regions of the United States, scjuadixins with troops on

bo;»rd, who, making desc«M»ts on various points, obMgoil tlie Amer-

icans to rccal m(\st of tho land-forces they had setit towards the

Canadas, and to cjdl on their government to projwsc or listen to

t«rms of awommodation. By this timo tho whole American sea-

board lay almo.^t helplessly open to British ships of war, which,

with trooj>s on board, mvaged or blockaded its whole extent, from

Maine to Mexico. Two corps of land-tbroes, oommandtd by Gen-

erals lla«is and Pakenham, made inroads, tho first on Washington,

tlie second in the regioi\ below New Orleans, thus striking at the

heart and (then) western extremity of tho ropublioan territwies.

In August, 1814, General Boss, with 5,000 men, disembarked

at Benedict, and afioonded the Patuxent to Washington, the oapi-

t^^l of the Ignited States. At his approach, Commodore Barney

burnt his flotilla in tho river, and, along with the crews and some

militia-men, made a bold stand against Ross at Bladensbui^h; when

his men were defeated, and himself taken prisoner ; but he was let

• Colonel Qurwood : Wellit^ton't Despatchts, Vol. X, p. 109.
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go on parole by HIr onptom. No furihor roHiHtniioo boing offtirod,

tho Uritinli took iMmsiwsioii of WiiHli'mgton, burnt tho Capitol, with

other publio odifiooH
;

iind, aflor a very nhort Htny, retired to the

shipH wliioh brought tboin. Coucurrontly, part of* tbo invading

flquaihon repaired to Alexandria, on tbe Potonuio river. The in-

habitants hero, to save tho pbieo, yit.Jed up oh a ranpotn, their

shipping, gfH)dH, and naval Htores, with which the UritiMh de-

parted.

Next month, General Uohs diHombarked his Holdiors at North

Point, fourteen niiloH from Baltimore, in Maryland, and waH ad-

vaneing to that city, »^hen hia further progrcHH being o[)p()Hod

a fight took plaoo, in which ho wan killed. Colonel ]}rooko

taking bin place, tho American force, led l)y General Strieker,

was repulsed. The British soldiers continued thoir march, and

bivouack(^d in front of tho works erected for tho defence of tho

city, while thoir ships bombarded I'i'ort McHenry. Next day,

tho iiritish officers, judging thoir means of attack too small to

surmount the obstacles between them and Baltimore city,

returned to their ships. Meanwhile, other s<iuadrons blockaded

Now York, Boston, New London, kc, captured numerous vessels,

and inflicted great damage on American trade. u.

Tho Southern States, too, had their turn of such devastating

visitations, ha well as tho Central and Eastern. In August, tho

British, with consent of tho Spanish authorities, took possession of

tho forts of Pensacola, and equipped an cxpoditiop against Fort

Bowyer, which commands tho entry of tho bay and harbour of

Mobile. The American general, Jackson, after making bootless

complaints against tho Spanish governor's conduct on the occasion,

marched against Pensacola, took the place by assault, and forced

tho British to oyacuato Florida. On his return to Now Orleans,

finding that the city was threatened by the British, ho called up

tho militia of tho state, proclaimed martial law, and sot about

erecting defensive works.

The squadron which had on board tho army of General Pakon-

ham appointed to operate against Now Orleans, entered, Dec. 10,

Lake Borgno, wherein was a flotilla of gun-boats, which were all

takeu after a stout resistance. Pakonham's corps being disembark-

ed, a nocturnal combat took pluco between his vanguard and

• ii

• t
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"i '
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some Americans, Dec. 22, about nine miles distant from the city.

The British then advanced to a locality five miles higher up the

flood, which they had, perforce, to traverse before they could reach

their destination. Here the way was barred by entrenchments, faced

with cotton bales, which had been formed to protect the city ; and

behind them were posted 6,000 of the best marksmen in the state.

Pakenham, who had 12,000 soldiers under him (all regulars)

formed them into attacking columns, and ordered them to advance

to the assault. This they did with perfect regularity, in serried

ranks, the ground they moved over being very narrow. Arrived

within gun-range of the entrenched Americans, a deadly fire waa

opened upon them, by which, in a moment, the column heads of the

British were crushed. In vain did the men try to rally ; the dead

and dying lay in heaps, leaving no ground to re-form upon. The
advancing mass behind gave way ; from this time all was lost, and

the repulsed assailants fell into frightful confusion. Gen. Paken-

ham was killed, while trying to rally his men. Generals Gibb and

Keene were wounded, the former mortally. The soldiers would

not, latterly, obey their chiefs ; and the whole surviving soldiery

took to flight, leaving behind them piles of dead. General Lam-

bert, upon whom the chief command of the British devolved, hav-

ing gathered together the scattered parts of the beaten host, the

men by degrees recovered from their panic. The British lost in

this affiair 1,700 men, killed and wounded ; while of the Americans

there were only six or seven wounded, and none killed. This dis-

proportion, which is in itself a strong condemnation of Pakenham's

conduct, serves also to justify the backwardness of General Pre-

vost in risking a persistent assault on Plattsburgh.*

• The above account of the (so called) " battle of New Orleans," is

inexact in several particulars. The entire force landed at first did not

exceed, even if it reached, 8,000 men. From this number must be de-

ducted nearly 1,000, owing to casualties which resulted from prelimin-

ary encounters. So far from being " ^cras^s en un instant," when con-

fronting the cotton-bag heroes, the British stood the enemies' fire during

15 minutes. The reason why they were thus pinned to the spot so long,

(as we have have been personally assured by some of those present) was
because the ladders provided for bridging the ditch and scaling the re-

doubts were too short,—a shameful piece of neglect,—and other means
were waited for, but never arrived. Again : the Americans ovmed to an
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The battle of New Orleans, the result of which filled the Amer-

ican heart with 'oy, and some (petty) combats on sea, preceded but

a short time the termination of hostilities between the two countries.

The victories gained by the men of the States made the British

ministers less exacting in their terms, and allowed the American

envoys to negociate with more dignity ; the peace party in the

country, too, now being p,ble to raise its head, without wounding

the national self-love.

That party included almost all the Federalists, most of whom
were New Englanders ; namely, inhabitants of those states which

were the most revolutionary before, and prompted others to engage

in, the war of Independence. These olden provinces, at all times

jealous of the junior states, because the latter did not seem to

pay the former due regard, never ceased to complain of the losses

they were enduring through the war, into which they had been pre-

cipitated by those who had less to lose through its means than they.

Their leading men accused the federal government of giving the

eastern towns and property no effectual protection, yet throwing

upon these the heaviest burdens of war. The British cabinet,

aware of this discontent, purposely ravaged the eastern seaboard to

increase it, trusting that, the more detriment the malcontents

suffered, the sooner they would give in. Towards the close of the

year 1814, delegates nominated by the legislatures of Massachu-

setts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and certain representatives from

Vermont and New Hampshire, assembled at Hartford to take into

consideration the state of the country. The holding of this spe-

cies of congress was denounced as a usurpation of the functions of

the federal legislature, and likely to compromise the national in-

terests, at a time of crisis ; it certainly had a peace-impelling in-

fluence, which was really wanted just then, for various cogent

reasons.

In August, 1814, British and American envoys met at Ghent,

actual loss of 55 killed, and 185 wounded. They asserted, indeed, that

the British loss was 2,600; viz. TOO killed, 1,400 wounded, and 60O

taken. Round numbers are always to be doubted ; they are usually

" estimations," that is, were guesses. But the loss was deplorably great,

nevertheless.—See Frost's Hist. U. States, pp. 336-340 ; London edition

of 1838.—£ ---
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in tho Kinjydom of tho Tiow Ootrntrion, to oonfor on toniiB of unoi-

fientio»». Th(^ oonfoivnci'R linfi;on»<l fi^r sovcrnl mottthn ; btit. on

iho 22ml n\u\ 24th Docnnibor, two trontios wpro Bi|fH(Ml, tho fhst

contrtininu; oointnomnl, tho floooiul politionl HtipulivtionB; lM)lh of

which won? rutitJoii by tlio l*rinco Ho^out of (Jivnt Hritain, Dm.

27, iinti by tho Amorionn govorninont Voh. 17, 1H15. Tho poucoof

Ghoot was hnsoii on RtlpulationH provltUng that whatovor torrito-

rios, Sii\ had boon takon, by oithor ]«irty dnrinfi; tho war, fhonld

bo roMojYil. Tho subjoot of tho rightful li'nit^^ of l^nnada anil Now
Urnnswick, whioh had boon dobiilod durio;, tho nogooialitniB, was

rcforrod to a mixod commission, aOt rwardH to bo oonftitutod for \in

final 8ottlomont. Hy ono nrticlo, tho U. HtatoR envoys agreed that

tho American (Voanio slave trade shotild be alH>lishe«l, tho cruisers

of the two powers to conjoin in chasing slavers as piratical vessels.

The vexed (]uestions, of neutrals' iujumnitios in war-time, and

tho " right of seaixjh," woro quietly ignored.

This mode of eviuling a " difficulty " was by no means satisfac-

tory to the war-party in America, becauso (it« mombej's argued),

having gaitied nothing by the war, the assenting to stop it with-

out settling tho (|uestion8 for which it was begun, was it tacit no-

knowledgeuient that tho country w.w not strong enough to bring

hostilities to a triumphant ohvso. But tho Americans woro wrong

in not taking up arms .sooner ; th^iiy began hostilities at a time when

Napoleon's fortunes wei*e oil tho decline, through his invasion of

Russia ; and after events enabled Britain to gt>t ono ol' her hands at

least clear for dealing with the Americans. The French emperor was

constantly urging the men of tho Stjvtoa to take up arms against

Britain ; for he know that they coveted the possession of Mio ter-

ritory to the north of that of tho confederation, and which pressed

upon the Several States with a kind of dead-weight. The true

motive of the war they did so tardily commenoe, was tho conquest

of Canada ; its pret<5xt« were, repudiation of the right of search,

and maintonancc of the rule (spurned by tho British) that " tho

flag borne protects the merchandise carried."

These pretensions exist at this day. Britain was wrong in not

giving up the points in dispute that gave rise to them, for her

strength in America declines in proportion as that of the United

States increases. Two things contribute to realise this weakness :
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1. Tho nuinrriml inoqunllty nf Mio Hritinli N(»rtli Anrcrldnii |«ipn-

latioiin ; 2. Tlio rundiunotitiil vico inliorciiti in n coloiiiiil g(iv«trti-

iiHMit, the lumtl-(|UHrior« (point d'apfiui) of wluoli, m in llio

propirnt niiHo, iiru a thoiiPiind IfMignnn tifinrt, ntid, in ii vrnrd, tho

orgiiniNation, pnlitioni and Hooiid, of whioli in no oRmintinlly diHi<rt<nt.

IVoin thai of Atnorioa. Hir A. Alimin adniitK, Mini Uio \\vniy of

OluMit provided f(tr a long trnoo rnUicr than a linnl patrillRiition.

ThuH, tho quostion of tho bounchirioH (»f Maino long roniainod un-

Bettlnd
;
and when the time for doing no arrived, tho Aniorioann,

pnjflting by tho loavon of difloontont in tho Canadian mind,

rosnUing from tho ovonts of lH.'i7, obtainod ahnont all it ankud ihr

on tho oooaHion. Tho oontinuod anauniption of a right of Hoaroh

will, without doubt, bo a oau«o of ronowod diflionltioH; for itH al-

lowanco is inoompatiblo with tho dignity of a froo nation, one

hoving fluoh trading iutoroflta iw thoHo of tho United HtatoH,

The treaty whioh put an end to the war of 1812-14, wan

hailed with joy in Uppvr Oatmda, whore the h(»fltilitios oarriod on

had boon both nanguinary and coBtly. It waH not Iohh wolooino

to thoflo Htatos of tho Ainorioan confodoration most dopcndotit on

oonimcroo for their proHperity, Tho war had alinopt atiniliilatod

tho foreign trade of the republic while it hiHted, whioh had IxMjn

proviouHly very grdat. Thus while its oxportH, in tho lattor tiino

(1812) woro to tho value of 22 million pounds Htorling, its im-

ports 28 millions ditto ; tho former, in 1814, woro but £l,4t)0,()00

in v.'Uuo, the latter less than thruo millions. From two to three

thousand American vessels woro taken by tho British while tlio

war lasted; and the former, in regard to their war marine, could

not fail to bo ovormatohod, ospooially at tho outset, by tho immenso

superiority of the British navy, then equipped on tlm most gi-

gantic scale over known. As tho fodoral rovonuo rcoeiptH depend-

ed almost entirely on customs duties, its ordinary sources woro

all but dried up at once; and the central govornmont was obliged

to have recourse to direct 'mpoats and loans : tho anifnitit of tho

latter, in tho third year of tho war, reached a total of 22^ million

dollars,—an enormous sum for a nation whoso annual revenue,

in ordinary times, did not exceed 2.3 millions. Before hostilitios

ondod, two-third oftho Amorioan trading liouscs became insolvent

;

and the muloontont NeW'England StatoB alroady adverted to wero
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Hort(M> (or i«ll wi«« |m»oli«inuMl.

Tlu' (>iMnMu>n»(> ol' UrUuin i«nH\MV(l ^tronHy, liltowisc, l>v Mio wnr

ii^ninHt <l\(' Stn1(»^. Thoir |«>o))li«, juot |H>n»i«> i( hrnkc out, <onk

fjiHxln nml pn»(lu(V' I'i-oiu the HriJiBli U) Hui vnhio of hvolvo mll-

linitn itinuiiilly : nn n oon80i|U(>iuM*, ihn niiUMinu'tuiiitg clnnNon in

Hridun snH'cn'd K(>rio\i(»ly hy tho nno|nMii»ion of tfrtdn ItolAVonn tho

two oouotrioji. Tho iiucory wtnoug tlio UrHinh work pooplo At

tltut (into, fjrout nn it wrtn. w<Mtl<Mu»\M> hootMno lnR\t|)jior(tiM(> l»ut

for the >)i'Mori\l o|>oniuf3; up of Kun>pi>i\n lunrkolM Tor (hrir hHIcIob,

RO«>r tlu> <U«ni«lorH wf N«poU»ou t(>nuiiuU(Mj iu Inn Tnll. Hut, worn-

while, tl4« ««oos«(tio» ol' tlu> Autorionun, (»\tt oft' nn thoy woro,

fi>r \\w i'\\\\*\ fVoiu ivfjulur Buppli(»« of goods iVoni nliroml, oon-

utrniuod thorn to hcgiu nian»)lW<urit»g Tor th('nt(«olvrB ; mu\ tho

cstuhliRhuiouti^ thru TonndtMl to enpply lioiiio w;utl^, linvp, «omo

of lh«Mn, n»!UiH«iuo(l thomnolviv^ till this dsvy. whilo niuuy luoro

hrtvo h«H>n onti^l^linluMi sinoo : ho thnt (l»o AmorionnB nro bo-

conu\ iu sovoral rogardn, loruudaMo oonipoti<ors »m uu»uur«otu»*t;r«,

«« woll rti» trmlorn, to tl»o Itritish. Stioh wws <ho first nortunuout

i^ftvot of tho wnr. A wvoud r(\>»ult, not lo«(« iuijiorfiuU, wns thnt

tho northoru Sliitos, whioh wished for Hopnrfttiou iu 1H14, ivro

Ixvouio, »iuo<- thou, tho unfurnl rivrtlw of Hritiiiu, boortttno it iR

iu Now Mngl«U(i, u\ORtly, that AuuM-ionu umu\tfnoturii\g iiulnntry,

ou » liu-iio KOalo, if* hvatod ; i<« pi'oplo, thorof\>n>, Itoiug oouoornod

t<> ."oouro I'or thciufiolvos n ho;uo nuu'kot throughout tho Uuion,

»w uow tho lojwt likoly to 1uo^^> for bixmkiug up (ho ooi\fo(iortttiou.

AiXMniiugly, thofv is no ix>aso(» for it« ouotuiof lo oaloulato ou n

i«oi>nrali\>u of tho uorth-oasioru \\\^n\ (ho ooutrnl or i«ot»(h wostorti

S(<>to», (luxMvgh clashing oouiujoivinl i!\tor08t<< ; as, owry day, uow

tiiw nw ('onuiug to bind its (Mirtn tuoro closely togothor than

ewr.

On tho othor hand, it is not likoly that tho Aniorioans will

ftttonipt to a<>iuiro tho Canadas without tho consent of thoir inha-

bitau(«'<. In (hoir [?j oyos, colonial dojxMulonco is noithor a natural

nor d\p*ablo state fx>r a ptH>plo ; and tho nianifi\st tetxdoncios

{conduitf) of !«otn>{>olit<»n govonunonts tlunusolvos give a plain

cnotigh it\dic4>tion that thoy have a similar tWliug as to tho f\iturc,

Such an eventuality [independence ?] prc-ocoupics tho attention
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ol' tlio |MtlilitMiiiiH luul liiHtorlnHH <»!' Drhiiin ; h\ii lu'itlicr Iht IiIk-

toriniin nor \\vr Rti»l<'(«Mi««n (it, Ronnn) onn ritl Uirnmi'lvpn of Uu'ir

old woi'lil (ifH/iyfjfs) |ir«'Jn(liorn, no fl« to roriti iin lm|Mirti(il jinlg-

ninnt ol' wlii»< MU(r|it to bn doiio, in iirdcr to inniiitnin llio inlc^rify

of tlio Jiiiliflh ompiro. llmlrr vrluitovor n^poct wo vinw tliin

(jUoKtion, n solution of \i iipponrn «lifl1iMil(
;

i'or tli<> inollinr

country (I" mHropotr) onnnot tillow to colonintn tlio like fniifidl-

liii^r infliuMn'o ovor itn own iinn»r<Iinl(> ^;ovornnionf, tlint llio pfoplo

of tho TItroo Kin^tl«»ni« domiunl nndnxcrt; nor can nlio invito

the pi'opio of licr remote (lep«'nt|»'noi('fl to ncnd roprewntiitivefl to

tin* ini]M<rinl piirliiunnnt in proportion to tlio popnitiiion llioy con-

tnin : tor tlicro niuy (nnd proimlily will) ctmH' n time, when tlio

oolliH'livo populiitioii of tlio Ciinndiin. Now Urunwwick, Novti Moo-

tiR, iVc, will oxoocd tlmt of itisidiir Mritnin ; luxl tliuH niolropoll-

tan KUproninoy puBFiin^ out. of lior liiuidn, tlio I'nilod Kingdom

will Ixvonto ti dependency of n ffrrtttcr Hritnin, nnd (lerive tlionco

itH linid deHliniep. Tliis neeewiiry eonHeipu'noe hIiowb t,lio forco

of the olwtneleR wltieli eoloniid rule Ikih to encounter hh it Itecoinon

decrepit {A mritiirc t/u'il nVjV/iV), nnd popiihvtionfl nrino under

\{n Rway, Sepanition of tlio pnrtieft nt Innt nppenrH to ho inovlt-

nl)l«', httwever ndverRO one or other or luith (nt flrHt) nuiy ho

to itit taking plnco. All that polity cnn do in tho onnc, is

to pofltpone tho eoiiRunnnntion nn long nn poHRihle, nnd ninko

the di«junction with the lenRt detriment to both when the timo

for it nrrivcR. Hut fonwight, nlnioRt nlwnyp, is wnnting to tho

protecting party, when the protected hcoonie strong enough,

nn well ns inclined, to go their own wny». M(?nnwhile, nn fenr ro-

HtrniuH the contprewion ofthe governing, ho docs hopitntion Hignnlino

the resistnncc of a ninjority of tho governed ; while a younger or

more nrdcnt minority nmong tho Inttor, is over chafing nt the oon-

strnint '\\n beut is put under. ^ '

Nations ownit»g colonies nro often blind to tho real cnuses of

their revolts. For Hritnin to assure for herself the continued

possession of her North American colonies, says Alison, she ought,

above all things, to win tho attachment of their inhabitnnts, and

make sure of their support. " Although wo must deplore tho

ofioots of tho culpable acta and criminal ninbition of those revolu-

tionists of Canada, who alienated from us tho affectionB of a

'15
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siinplo and tnduBtrioua jHJoplo, fonnorly m loyal and «o dovotod,

tho uvil Ih not irronicdiiiblu : ii' it bo dealt with in a right Hpirit,

thoro may grow outoftt'inporary ovil, abidin;^ good. TIioho cvcntH,

attracting attention among uurHulvoM, have bcconiu nioanH i'or diH-

closing U) public viow many ubuBCH, which, but for tlnin, would

have ronuiinud in the ahado ; thuH have they shown \is the ncccs-

Bity there waH tor rufoi^ming them." But abuHo of power Ih tho

canker-worm at the root uf all colonial government. Those who,

in tlio mother country, Heem to be moHtiu'dent i'or reform at homo,

arc the very men who are the leant reserved opponents of colonial

reforms. The inMurrections which took place in the two Canadas in

18!i7, were but the uatunU consccjuence of the bad adminiHtration

of those provinces ; and of the obstinacy of tho depositaries of

power, who ever turned a deaf ear to tho oarnoat romoustrauccs

of the |)ooplo's representatives, during a long scries of years.

Pnijudieo is so difficult to remove, that the historian cited above,

while projjoding his remedy for the evils of those tiu»es, virtually

justifies the mitvors in tho Upper-Canadian revolts he denounces
;

but he merely meant to do so out of respect to malooDtents of British

birth or descent : whereas, in regard to tho Lower-Canadian outr

break, he takes tho freedom to stigmatize its leaders and promoters

OS rebels outright. The discrimination ho makes, in the I'usc, is

simply this : tho Upper Canadians were misled into resistjMico by

instigators of too activi tempers and over energetic minds, (signs

these of a superiority of race I) while tho unreasonably rebellious

conduct laid to tho charge of the Lower Canadians bo ascribes to

selfish ambition in their loaders, and ignorance in themselves : in

brief, what is denounced as a crime in a Gullo-Cauudiun, shall

pass for public virtue in a Britt-Canadian.

The campaign of 1814 having terminated, Sir George Provost

repaired to Quebec, and sunmioned the chambers to meet in Jan-

uary ensuing. M. Panot having been noiuinated a member of

the legislative council, M. Papiuoau, junior,—then scarcely 26

years of age,—was chosen president of assembly in his place. Of

a more ardont temperament than his father, thitherto the most

distinguished of our parliamentary champions, tho son was des-

tined to carry out opposition principles to a much greater extent

than the parent had done. ...
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After makini» otnondiitiniis of the militia liiw and ftuj»iiiontinj»

imiKwtH prcviouMly laid on divors conunoditioH an war-tux«>H, to

unduru ho lonj; as war-ncodH rc(|uiro,d, the clinnibur rovortcd to

u consideration of tlio (iviontion, wliothcr it woro dosirablo for tho

(jmiadiun lo<i;iHlature to huvo a resident agent in London. Tlio

proposal waH carried in the affirmative, but the council rejected it.

The homo government, on its part, ever opposed to a delegation

of this kind, doolanid that the governor was the solo medium

through which communications could pass, constitutionally, be-

tween tlio chambers antl the Mritish executive or legislature.

What more immediately induced the chamber to revive the con-

sideration of this matter, was a rumour then current, that tho

ministry had it in contemplation to conjoin all the Uritish North

American provinces under one colonial administration, as had

been proposed by Judge Sewell.—-The assembly now announced

that it persisted in following up the accusn* ;• ns it had already

made against that functionary, and others it had preferred before,

against Judge Monk. Mr. James Stuart was nominated, at the

eame time, to proceed to London, and sustain tho charges against

both, before tho English tribunals (^la mitropole). The assembly

was still engaged in the discussion of this business, when official

intelligence that peace between Britain and the States had been

concluded, wsis communicated to tho chambers. The assembly

forthwith passed a resolution, declaratory of its sentiments,

that Sir George Provost had (ever) distinguished himself by

his energy, skill, and sagacity, even under the most trying

circumstances ; adding, as a solid token of the good-will of tho

chamber towards him, a present of £5,000 sterling, for the pur-

chase of a table-service of plat<; : a vote which was disallowed,

next year, by tho council, when it took tho shape of a law
;

although the Prince Regent, intermediately, approved of the civil

administration and military conduct of his Majesty's representa-

tive.

When the parliament was prorogued, tho president of assembly,

in presenting the bills of sup])ly, thus addressed tlio governor :

—

*' The events of the late war have drawn closer the bonds which

connect Great Britain and the Canadas. Those provinces have

been preserved to her under circumstances of peculiar difficulty.

Vol. m—p

• «

m
I J

I
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At the epoch of the ilechiration of war, this country was ilefiiituto

))oth of troops and i' oncy, niui your excellency was at the

head of a jx^ople in whom it was protended that half a century of

repose had extiuf^uished all military spirit.

" SnjHirior to prejudices which had hut too generally prevailed,

yo\ir exeelloney ha? derived from the devotion of that brave and

\oyi\\, yet unjustly calumniated people, reaourooa suffioient for dis-

concertinu the plans of comiuest devised hy a foe at once nume-

rous and elate with conlidence. Reiftforcementfl were suhee-

ijucntly received ; and the Mood of the sons of Canada has flowed

mingled with that of the brave soldiers sent for its defence. Mul.

tipliod proofs of the efficacious and powerful protection of the

mother country, and of the inviolable loyalty of the people of this

province, strengthen their claims to the preservation and free

exercise of all the benefits which are secured to them by their

existing constitution and laws."
. ,

'

:

Sir (roorge listened t<i these encouraging words (and they were

needed, as well as deserved) with the liveliest satisfaction. lie

informed the chambers that he was about to set out for

England, his presence being wanted thei*e, as he had to i*eply to

certain accusations {\gainst him, proffered by commodore Yeo,

for his conduct of the expedition against Plattsburgh. Before he

departed, the inhabitants of Quebec and Montreal presented to

him very genial addresses of valediction. The French Canadians

took hi»n all the closer to their affecticms, as they knew that the

kind of disgrace into which he had fallen, was more due to the

unvarying kindness which he had manifested for them, than to his

impute*! demerits as a warrior or an administrator.

The unfortunate result of the Plattsburgh expedition furnished

e(">nvenient pretexts to his perstmal enemies to canoe their active

ar.tipathy to him without disguise. Thus a brother of Judge

8owell took occasion to insult him in libellous print ; while Sir

J, Yeo accused him of having cut out a triumph for the Americans.

These and others of his enemies colleagued and threw upon him,

likewise, the discredit of the failure at Sackett's Harbor—the aim

•if the accusers being to get him superseded as governor of Canada.

The authorities at the Horse Guards, London, transmitted to him

a copy of four charge? intended to be brought against him ; inti-
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liile Sir

n'icans.

11 him,

the aim

anada.

to him

; inti-

mating, at tho samo time, thnt lie would bo allowed the interme-

diate ppiiee, from tho day of date till Ja'iuary 12, 1816, to prepare

his del'ence. IIo did not live, however, U> meet hin enemieH face

to face ; for the winter having set in with rigour, his constitution,

never strong, wa« seriously airoctcd by the fatigues and exposure

attendiuit on his overland passage from Quebec, through a snow-

ob3tructod wilderness, to St. John, N. B,, where ho ombiuked

for Britain. He died Jan. 5, shortly allor his arrival in London.

The oourt-martial appointed to judge him never mot, such being

the rule in these oases. At the instance of Lady Prevost, and of

Colonel Provost, brother of her deceased husband, tho war-office

publicly acknowledged the distinguished sen'iccs which tho victim

(of malice and envy) had I'endorod to hie country j and, as a kind of

token of governmental contrition, the llogont accorded an liyuour-

able addition to the armorial bearings of the family.

As for tho military reputation of the dead warrior, it was cleared

of the stilln attempted to be cast upon it, through the miscarriage

at Sackett's Harbor and Plattsburgh, by those best qualified to

judge ; viz. the most distinguished members of his own profes-

sion. In especial, tho Duko of Wellington thus addressed the

Becretary-at-war on the subjccL :
" I approve highly, indeed I

go further, for I admire all that haa been done by the military in

America, so far as I understand it generally.—Whether Sir

George Prevost was right or wrong in his decision at Lake Cham-

plain, is more than I can tell ; though of this I am certain, that he

must equally have returned to Kingston," (Montreal,) " after

the fleet was beaten. I am inclined to think he was right : I have

told ministers repeatedly, that a naval superiority on the lakes

is a sine qua non of success in war on the frontiers of Canada,

oven if our object should be wholly defensive."*
'

'

•

' "

Several of tho naval officers, however, who misconducted thera-

solves at Plattsburgh, were tried by courts-martial and punished,

• QnuwooD, xiv, 244; Wellington to Sir G, Murray, Doc. 22, 1814.

,

'
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CHAPTER I.
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Ti ^.: QUESTION OP PARLIAMENTARY SUPPLIES. " ^

, 1816-1822. ,. ,,„.;., ., . ,

j..i»'j''>' J «,«;.., , 14 ''/'C--^

Discussions between the Assembly and Legislative Council renewed after

the war concludes.—Proposed Union of the British Colonies.—Gen.

Drummond.—Abuses in the Land and Postal departments.—Rejection

of the accusations against Judges Sewell and Monk.—Dissolution of

the Parliament.—Sir John Coape Sherbruoke appointed governor.

—

He transmits to London a memorial on the spirit of parties in Canada.

—Instructions he receives.—The Catholic clergy; M. Plessis.

—

Judge Sewell.—Messrs. Uniacke and Marshall.—State of the colonial

finances ; disorder therein.—Instructions of Lord Bathurst,—Right of

voting the supplies.—Judge Foucher put under accusation.—The

Duke of Richmond replaces Sherbrooke.—Resumption of the financial

question.—Civil list augmented, and a demand made that it should

be fixed for the whole reign of the king : the demand refused.—Judge

Bedard accused.—Sudden death of the Duke of Richmond.—Dissolu-

tion of Parliament.—Lord Dalhousie appointed Governor.—M. Ples-

sis, being in London, has interviews with Earl Bathurst.— Continua-

tion of debates on the colonial finances.—M. Papineau becomes an

executive councillor.—The assembly refuses supplies.—Dissentiments

in the executive council.— Customs revenues divided between Lower

and Upper Canada. ^^. ,^, . , . ;^^^_ . ^. ^ ^,^, ,^ .... .; . ^,,.

The war which was now terminated, had,while it lasted, a calming

effect upon the habitual discord between the executive and the

representative c. \mber. Peace having come again, and Prevost

being gone, the old dissensions began to re-appear.

General Drummond entered office, as a substitute pro tern, for a

regularly appointed governor. His first care was to fulfil the pro-

mises that had been made, of rewarding the soldiers and militia-

meu who had dietin<;uished themselves in the late war. He wish-
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ed to remunerate them with land grants ; and in order to find

means to do so, he was obliged to have recourse to the officials of

a department which would not bear looking into, so great were

the abuses that ever reigned within it. The instructions sent

from Britain, founded on the representations of General Prescott,

late in the previous century, far from putting a stop to dilapidations

seemed to have increased rather than lessened the evil, despite the

outcries raised on all sides against them. The distribution of

public lands among government favourites never ceased till little

more was left to give away. Drummond * informed the British

ministry, that there was no longer any disposable land, on the banks

or in the valley of the river St. Francis, for settling disbanded

soldiers or immigrants upon. Favouritism had appropriated to

itself the entire region. Between the years 1793 and 1811, more

than 3 million acres of this territory had been shared among a

couple of hundreds of lucky grantees. Some had secured their

60,000, others their 80,000 acres ; and Governor Milnes, for his

portion, appropriated 70,000 acres. None of the monopolists of

all this soil had the slightest intention of turning it to account by

proper cultivation. As it cost them nothing, or something the

nearest to nothing, the acquirers concluded to let it lie as it had

lain for countless ages, till minor acquisitionists should clear their

small soils (or spoils), open up roads, &c., and then the huge ex-

panses of corruptly appropriated wilderness would, of course,

become ** worth money " to parties unseen till then, who would

boldly come forward and peremptorily claim " their own." A
semblance of national polity was put forward, to screen such mani-

fest abuses : disposable frontiers, through this system of granting,

enabled proprietors (of the true British stamp) to re-grant, in favour

of " faithful subjects," parcels of land contiguous to each other;

thereby lining the frontier, aa it were, in one direction at least,

with living loyalty : and the small but numerous landholders,

putting shoulder to shoulder, would keep out most effectually any

French-Canadians from getting a foot-hold, and fraternising—one

of those days—with the " Bostonians." Reprehending such pallia-

tion of wrong-doing, Mr. Andrew Stuart exclaimed, from his

* In a despatch to Earl Batburst, dated June 16, 1815.

m

i
•*'

if
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place in assembly :
" What mad policy is this ! you fear the con-

tact of two races, alien in speech, unsympathetic in all things

;

and you propose to erect a barrier against what you most appre-

hend, built of homogeneous materials,—I mean, a community

composed of people of one origin, all speaking the same language-,

setting up a frontier-line of settlements inhabited by colonists of

the same blood, habitudes, and religion, as those of the enemy ?"

Drummond turned his special attention, likewise, to another

public establishment, the postal departement. So many abuses did

he find in it, that he demanded the dismissal of its director, Mr.

Heriot. These official probings of administrative corruptness,

engaged his attention till the opening of the parliament in 1816.

Nothing very remarkable had occurred in assembly until Mr.

Loring, the governor's secretary, informed the chamber that the

charges brought against judges Sewell and Monk were repelled
j

and a judgment had been pronounced, that, in the judicial bench

of the colony collectively, was vested the right of making rules of

procedure for the several tribunals. The governor added as a

pendant to these notifications, that " His R. H. the Prince

Regent is pained in "being apprised that the assembly has thought

fit to censure two men who have exercised long and well the high-

est judicial functions ; that such conduct was all the more to be

regretted, as it tended to depreciate, in the estimation of the light-

minded and ignorant, the merits and services of two judges so

admirable in every respect ; thus attempting (although vainly) to

diminish their future usefulness."

This (pretendedly royal) reproof became quite a triumph for

the accused, and their partisans. It served, also, to open the eyes

of those who had allowed themselves to be blinded so long as the

war endured, by the cajoleries (minagcments) of Sir George Pre-

vost, and banished from many minds all the hopes that his admi-

nistration had given birth to. A call of the house {appel nomi-

nal) was voted, and the assembly was in act of discussion of a

motion made to address the Regent upon the subject of his late

communication, when the chamber was dissolved by the governor,

in virtue of an order for that purpose sent from London ; Drum-

mond, in his closing address, not forgetting to load the members
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with reproaches.* The colonial-office, which thus thought to

put down opposition to its behests by having recourse to an ex-

treme measure, incurred a heavy future responsibility ; for there

was no likelihood of the constraint thus put upon this assembly

working a change in the minds of the people to its disadvantage,

amongst whom the interpocition of the metropolitan power was

more likely to re-excito the irritation so rife under the Craig ad-

ministration.

f [The old enemies of the Canadians resumed, by degrees, their

wonted empire
;

(one) Ryland came to Canada in 1812, with the

title of a member of the Legislative Council. During the two

years he passed in London, he let slip no <^ -asion presented

of exciting the hatred of Britain against the catholic and

French- descended people of Canada.J As his sentiments found

an echo in the hearts of the ministers, their minds being filled

with like prejudices to Rylf..rid's, they could not dismiss the ca-

* The provincial parliament first met, this session, Jan. 26, 1816, and

was, Feb. 26 ensuing, dissolved, "before any of the (resentful or ob-

structive) measures which had been resolved, were brought to maturity."

Christie.—That the reader may judge for himself of the real character

of the " discours remplis de reprochesj" pronounced on the occasion, atc

reproduce it here in full :

—

" Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and Gentlemen of the House

of Assembly,—Having indulged the hope, when I mot you in the pro-

vincial parliament, that your unanimous exertions would have been di-

ligently applied to those objects of public advantage which I recom-

mended to your particular attention, it has been with extreme concern

that I have found those, my reasonable expectations, disappointed.

" The House of Assembly has again entered on the discussion of the

subject, on which the decision of his Royal Highness the Prince Re-

gent, in the name and on the behalf of his Majesty, has already been

communicated to them ; and while I deeply regret that the Assembly

should have allowed any consideration to overbear the respect which his

Royal Highness's decision claimed, I feel it my duty to announce to

you my determination to prorogue the present parliament, and to resort

to the sense of the people by an immediate dissolution."

—

B.

t The two paragraphs inclosed between brackets [ ], are to be found

only in the third French edition of this work.

—

B.

t See Ryland's correspondence in vol. vi, pp. 123-294, of the " His-

tory of Lower Canada," by Mr. Christie.
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lumniator ; and although Prevost had not made him his private

secretary, the emoluments of the place were still paid to him.

The refusal of Prevost to make use of him had, notwithstanding,

given mortal oflTence to this agent of Craig. He complained of it

to Lord Liverpool j adding, at the same time, that his poverty

constrained him to accept sti'l the salary of an office he had filled,

for twenty years, under successive governors, beginning with Lord

Dorchester. In the following year, he wrote to Earl Spencer, that

Provost's ideas on the polity best suited for Canada were quite

opposed to his own ; and he deplored the renunciation of the system

adopted by Milnes i. ,d Craig. Till the year 1813, the govern-

ment recognised the catholic prelate only as " superintendent of

the Eomish Church." In 1813, amid the war against the United

States, Earl Bathurst, colonial minister, restored his proper de-

signation, as " catholic bishop of Quebec." Byland protested

against this titular change, but without effect.

The discredit of the latter lasted only during the war-time.

When peace was fairly in operation, the olden hostile spirit against

all that was catholic and French in nature revived once more

;

and to the ex-secretary remained the distinction alone, of being

the most inveterate of the numerous enemies who raised their

heads against our race at that time. It was precisely the influ-

ence of the party animated with his spirit which led Drummond,

and the colonial minister, to dissolve the provincial legislature, in

1816.]

When the new elections took place, nearly all the identical

members sent adrift were returned as assembly-men. During the

parliamentary recess, Drummond was superseded by the arrival

of Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, ex-governor of Nova Scotia.* A
more skilful and prudent administrator than Drummond, Sir John

began his official career among us, by an act of beneficence which

gained for him the good-will of the public. Severe frosts, which

took place earlier this year than usual, ruined the crops in the

lower parts of the district of Quebec ; and the people of several

of its parishes were reduced to a state of almost total want. The

* Lieuteaant-General Sir Gordon Drummond left for England, May

21, 1816 ; and Major^General Wilson officiated as governor pro tern, till

SherbrooKe arrived, July 21 ensuing.—

&
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governor hastened to send them means of subsistence ; drawing

some supplies from the king's stores, and purchasing more at his

own risk of repayment. This seemed to indicate that fSir John

had sympathy for our compatriots, and augured favorably for his

future acts.

He took into consideration the difficulty which led to the late

dissolution ; and, penning a memorial on the nature of public

opinion in the colony, he transmitted it to the home government,

and asked that instructions for his guidance on this and other

subjects debated in assembly, should be returned to him. He
informed ministers, that the dissolution which, it was hoped,

would be a means for returning an assembly of a more favourable

complexion than the last, had, on the contrary, increased the evil

it was intended to obviate, by exciting an intense irritation among

both the unseated members and their constituencies ; that nearly

all the former had been re-elected ; finally, that wherever changes

had been made, the persons returned were less moderate as oppo-

sitionists than those they replaced. '' 7 ''' ' '• -
.

The colonial-office was prepared to brave the resentment of the

Canadians at all risks ; and in order to provide for eventualities,

instructions were given to the governor to be prepared to do battle

with the chambers. Earl Bathurst replied to Sherbrooke, that he

approved of the dissolution of the former parliament ; and that if

the new one manifested the same spirit of resistance to the royal

authority as the last, he was empowered to dissolve it likewise.

Nevertheless, he was counselled to avoid this extremity, if gentle

means could be found for successfully resisting its oppositions.

" Till now," added the colonial minister, " the government has

found, upon ordinary occasions, a constant resource in the firmness

and good dispositions of the Legislative Council ; and we need l ot

doubt that it will still oppose a barrier to the rash and violent

acts of the representatives. It is desirable therefore, for every

reason, that you should make use of it to undo those measures

you have objections to, instead of bringing your authority or ours

into direct opposition to that of the assembly ; or to give its mem-

bers a pretext for refusing to the crown the needful supplies for

the service of the colony."

The governor transmitted a memorial to the minister, in which

I;--
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<a

he enlarged on the embarrassment he felt in carrying out the in-

structions sent to him, owing to the peculiar sta*o of the publio

mind. It was impossible, he said, to give his Lordship a proper

idea of the extreme unpopularity of Judge Sewell : all classes of

society, even the catholic clergy, were hostile to him ; his namo

stank in the nostrils of the people even in the remotest parts of

the country. Sir John expressed an opinion, that if the ministers

had heard both sides of the question regarding that functionary,

whatever had been their own opinion on the subject, they would

have thought it expedient, if only out of regard for public peace,

to deprive the party most hostile to him of all further cause for

complaint in regard to him ; and he dared aver, that such was the

motive that dictated the resolutions which were the cause of the

late dipsolution.

After recommending that Judge Sewell should be pensioned off,

he added that he. would still tender him that support prescribed

by the instructions ; that he would strive also to be on good terms

with the catholic bishop ; but that he should deceive the ministry

were he to hold but hopes of any change taking place in the sen-

timents of the clergy, or of the people, on the point in question.

He expressed his fears, at the same time, that coercion would only

embitter the prevailing dislikes. Moderate-minded and well-in-

formed men assured him, he said, that they expected to see a re-

volution in the country rather than a change in the present senti-

ments of its inhabitants.

After reviewing the disquieting state of things in the colony,

Sherbrooke pointed out what remedies he thought needful under

the circumstances. He observed, in the first place, that if the

chamber were allowed to have an accredited agent in London,

which a majority of the members had long wished for, and aa almost

all other chief colonies were or had been permitted to send thither,

it would be a great means for restoring concord. The Assembly

attributed the rejection by the legislative council, of its bill for

effecting this object, to the influence of Judge Sewell ; who in doing

so (it was alleged) had solely in view the prevention of accusations

against himself, by an agent of assembly at the metropolis. The
governor recommended, also, that Mr. Stuart should be detached

from the opposition party, of which he was a leader ; for, in that
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capacity, he became the author of the obnoxious resolutions passed

the year before. As it was rumoured that he might be gained by

being appointed attorney-general, this ought to be kept in view,

Sherbrooke thought; most men (of law) being purchaseable in

such cases. He also suggested, that M. Papineau ought to be

appointed an executive councillor, seeing that the country party

(^parti dominant) had no exponent of its views at the council

board. The greatest evil, the ever-open source of dissensions,

was the want of confidence in the government, or rather in the

executive council, the members of which were regarded as mere

agents of the governor himself ; consequently all that it did was

viewed with a jealousy which was detrimental to the state : so Sir

John thought, that if M. Papineau, then president of the assem-

bly, were made one of the council, popular distrust of that body

would abate or cease.

Such suggestions as those partially unveil for us hidden admi-

nistrative polity, and give us a glimpse of the usual wheels set in

motion to work a governmental machine. Sherbrooke proposed to

the minister to purchase, by favour or offices, the keys (clcfs)^

of the clergy and people. Stuart, the bold oppositionist (ce tri-

bune si audacieux) was strangely over-appreciated ; for the attorney-

generalsTiip was surely a charge too heavy for one of his small

legal calibre. The office was already (Sherbrooke asserted) poorly

filled ; for General Drummond had already assured Earl Bathurst

that Mr. Uniacke was an incompetent man ; to which intimation

his Lordship replied that temporary assistance should be granted

in the case, in view of his being ultimately superseded by a proper

functionary, to be selected from the English bar.

The real unsuitableness of the attorney-general for his work

was not his incapacity as a lawyer,but his honesty and independence

as a man. In 1805, Sewell, then attorney-general himself, wished,

as was well known, to abolish the catholic parishes, and substitute

for them parochial circumscriptions, on the protestant model. Pre-

tending that (anti-catholic) statutes passed in the reigns of Henry

VIII and Elizabeth were law still for all British subjects, he urged

that there was not, could not be, any catholic bishop in Canada.

Afterwards, Mr. Uniacke, and Mr. Vanfelson, king's advocate,

• Sic in orig. } but perhaps a misprint, meaning chefs.—B.
'

,1
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controverted that dogma of Sowell. This contradiction the latter

never could digest; and his partisans never ceased to tilt at (^er-

ticutcr) Mr. Uniacke from that time forward.—Sherbrooke, biassed

as he had been against his chief law officer, did not venture as yet

to supersede him
;
prudently concluding, that such an arbitrary act

would only add to his own embarrassments.

In pursuance of ministerial instructions, the governor used all

his efforts to gain over the catholic bishop. In 1814-15, the Prince

Regent sent orders to seat him at the executive council-board ; but

as a preliminary to instalment, certain conditions being demanded

which were judged to be incompatible with his functions as chief

of the church of Canada, his call to council fell into abeyance.

As a rumour got spread about, that Earl Bathurst intended to

withdraw the toleration which Catholicism then enjoyed, his Lord-

ship charged Sherbrooke to declare formally, that no change in the

tenor of the Royal Instructions of 1775 had ever been or would

be made or attempted. The governor was also enjoined to request

the present prelate to remove the false impressions which ignorance

or misrepresentation had made on the colonial mind in that regard

.

M. Plessis himself, the Earl added, seemed to have fallen into a

vital error ; for, " making a right interpretation of the 4th article

of the treaty of 1763, the Canadians were to be secured in the

enjoyment of their religion, only in accordance with the British

laws, and not according to those they lived under while French

domination subsisted." Now, as the laws of Great Britain, for-

bade (or ignored) the existence of a catholic hierarchy in any form

whatever, it surely was a very long stretch of " favourable interpre-

tation " of such laws, for the king's representative to recognize the

episcopal functions of the present bishop : still, the zeal and loyal-

ty of M. Plessis (it was admitted) had fairly merited that his re-

quest should be complied with, to take his place at the council-

board as the recognised exponent of the wants and wishes of his

co-religionaries. A condition was superadded, however, that the

conceded right of a catholic bishop sitting ex officio as a councillor

should not extend absolutely to his successors, who could only, in

each future ease, take a seat there in right of personal fitness or

approved merits.

The governor also recommended the minister to obtain royal
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sanction for the bishop of Quebec to nominate episcopal legates

(vicaires) for Upper Canada, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward's

Island; therefore this faculty was accorded in 1817, in spite of all

the protests of Judge SewoU against its allowance.

As soon as the British party learned that Messrs. Plcssis and

Papineau were certainly called to the council-board, a thousand

objections were made to their admission ; but all such opposition

was useless, as the ministerial iwlity at that time dictated the

measure. The nomination of M. Plcssis as a councillor was con^

firmed in 1818.

In a general way, Sherbrooke's prudent polity had by this time

greatly moderated the ardour of partisanship in the colony ; and

after the parliament met, Jan. 17, 1817, the assembly seemed

well disposed towards the executive. A mixed ** committeee of

conciliation " (bonne corrcspondancc) was constituted, to mediate

amicably with either of the two legislative chambers, when any

reconcileable difiFerences should arise between them.

Nevertheless, there was no immunity for peccant state func-

tionaries allowed by the members of assembly. Thus M. Cu-

villier accused M. Foucher, a judge of the court of king's bench

in Montreal, of giving admonitory counsel to certain favorite ad-

vocates in advance ; thus pre-judging causes which he had after-

wards to decide upon in his judicial capacity. He was also accused

of treating with insolence those parties for whom he had aversion.

These charges were referred to a committee of the chamber ; the

members of which, after due inquiry, addressed the Prince Regent

soliciting that Judge Foucher should be superseded and punished.

Meanwhile, till this request were accorded or refused, the assembly

applied to the governor to suspend Foucher from his functions as

a judge ; and this was done. Thereupon the legislative council

protested against the whole proceeding as irregular, as not having

been entered upon with its concurrence ; the councillors resolv-

ing to present a counter-address to the Prince Regent, praying

that no further steps should be feixen in the matter till it had been

brought under the consideration and subjected to the determina-

tion of the legislative council. The assembly, in reply to the

pretensions involved in these acts, denounced them as uncon-

stitutional, oppressive, and tending to favor arbitrary power.

r
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About the samo timo, another member of assembly, Mr. SLer-

wood, proHcnted a petition from the bereaved family of M. Cor-

bcil, who (lied from the effects of his incareeration during the des-

potism of Craig; and praying for justice from the assembly,

against several members of council then in office, especially Judge

Monk. In n separate petition, Sherwood accused that function-

ary of having dealt unjustly by him, in a prosecution of himself

(Sherwood) for an alleged libel. A pamphlet, reporting the par-

ticulars of accusation adduced by the assembly against Judges

Scwell and Monk, had been parodied ludicrously in a printed

squib, the authorship of which was imputed to Sherwood.

Governor Drummond ordered attorney-general Uniacke to prose-

cute the author; * and thus it was that Mr. Sherwood found

occasion for complaint against the conduct of Monk, as being a

partisan judge. Sherwood's personal petition went ti) a committee,

which made no report on the subject, and it was allowed to drop

altogether. The governor's influence did much, in fact, to calm all

irritating discussion upon such petty subjects. The assembly, on

its side, departed from the charges made against the judicial prac-

tice of Sewell and Monk,—to the great displeasure of Mr. Stuart,

who considered that his friends had betrayed him in the case

;

while the governor, on the other hand, exerted all his influence

to obtain a promise that the prosecution should be relinquished

entirely. Sir John also solicited the support of M. Plcssis in

council, as he had been directed to do by the ministry.

The executive then turned its attention to the question of the

colonial flnances, around which naturally grouped all others of

public import.

The perspicacity of Sir J. C. Sherbrooke, the most skilful of

all the governors yet set over us, enabled him to see at a glance

the innumerable difficulties already existing in this matter ; and

to forecast others, of like or worse nature, looming in the distance.

The agitations among the people, caused by the question of par-

liamentary supplies, every time it was mooted, plainly indicated

that a day was coming, and not very remote, when the constitu-

• Most probably the printer rather, if Sherwood did not father the

performance; or else, if it were his, he got betrayed.—JS.
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3 case

ooncica would demand " liberty of the purse," in its unabridged

entirety.

The governor, in a despatch addressed to Earl Bathurst, dated

March 18, 1817, gave a detailed account of the public revenue

and expenditure of the province. According to the data given in

which it appeared that, in 1815, the latter had exceeded, by a

sum of £19,000, the amount allowed therefor by the provinoial

l^islature. When a balance came to be struck with the colonial

treasury, the supplementary charges {les extraordinaires) of the

army had to be taken into account. For the year above

indicated, the government was indebted to the provincials £t)0,000,

payment of which was dcmandable at any moment.

There was to be added to these arrears a deficit for the finan-

cial year ending Jan. 5, 1817. The balance at the disposal of the

legislature amounted to £140,000 ; but the receiver-general had

a debit against the colony of £7,500 ; and it appeared tRat in

the foregoing balance were comprehended, also, three sums form-

ing collectively £35,000, not disposable in any proper sense, as they

were already appropriated, although not yet paid, to parties who

had claims upon th state. The four sums, just mentioned,

therefore, necessitated a deduction of £42,500 from the balance

in hand,* which had to be added to the deficit of 1817. Add
this amount to the excess over ordinary civil-list allowances for

the year ending in 1815, and that again to the extra £19,000

spent but not sanctioned in 1816, and we have a grand total of

£120,000 [sic], for which the government was indebted to the

colonial exchequer.

The governor showed, in his despatch, how the constitution was

violated. The voting of supplies by the people's representatives,

is held to be an imprescriptible and essential right in all countries

constitutionally governed. But for its exercise, a government

might resent with impunity the interference of a legislature with

the executive in any way whatever. Yet the latter, in the pres-

ent case, was used to bring within the distinct purview of the

former only a part of the expenses which had been incurred

without parliamentary sanction. There was a separate account,

at this time, made up chiefly of salaries to the clergy, and for pen-

* In the French text, the combined items are summed as £43,000.—£,
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sions, fonning a total of £6,000 ; which it was judged advisable

tx) withhold. The governor now asked the minister what were

fitting to be done, in order to square the public accounts. Was
ho to discharge the accumulated arrears of supplementary army

expenditure ; or was he to apply to the legislature for a grant of

the amount, so as at once to extinguish the debt ? In future, would

it be proper to fill up the annual deficit caused by the excess of

the usual xpenditure over the sums voted to defray it, by taking

the difference out of the army " extraordinaries " ? or, would it

be right to submit to tne legislature, at the beginning of each

session (as ia the otu'ir colonies) a statement of the anticipated

expenditure for the year, and demand votes of supply equal to

the expected amount of outlay ?

Earl Bathurst, in a responsive despatch, dated Aug. 31, 1817,

stated, that it were preferable the accounts between the home

and pt vincial governments should he regulated in an orderly man-

n rf ; but that, under the circumstances, it was above all things

important to be assured whether the silence of the assembly was

not a tacit approbation of the employment of that money. For

the use made of one portion of it at least, silence was, without

doubt, to be taken for consent. For the rest he did not see, either,

why silence should not be regarded as a tacit approbation both of

the accounts and the mode of their settlement. Eight days after-

wards, fearing he had made too large a concession, the minister

sent a second despatch with some >'' rictions thereupon. In case

the assembly, he wroie, should vote money to pay the stipends of

the catholic clergy, and none for those of the protestant ministers,

the governor was to employ every means in his power to get the

legislative council to reject so partial an allocation, and withhold

his sanction to the measure should it reach the council as a law.

On the other hand, if the assembly were to vote the pay of the

clergy in two specified sums, one for the catholic, the other for

the protestant clergy, then the governor was to be observant

of any partiality in the adjustment of the respective claims of

each body ; also to have a care that no money payment should be

sanctioned in council on behoof of the catholic establishment,

before the assembly voted pecuniary sustentation for the protes-

tant clergy. His lordship recommended, also, that the governor

he
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should be careful, generally, that the assembly should assume no

power to dispose of any of the public moneys without the con-

currence of the council. The assembly indeed (he added) had

claimed to act independently in this regard, but thitherto with-

out success ;
" and as," continued he, " the necessity of a concur^

rence of the whole legislature in a money-grant is the only tight

curb which can be put on the action of the assembly, you (Sir

J. C. S.) will agree with me in opinion, I doubt not, that it is

now needful, more than ever, it should not be relaxed or aban-

doned."

Thus the right of voting supplies, which belongs by constitu-

tional right to the people's representatives alone, was, according

to these ministerial instructions, to be shared, in our case, with the

members of a (so called) legislative council; a servile body (to use

terms more truly descriptive of its nature)composed ofmen nominat-

ed by the crown, and consequently creatures of executive power.

About the time we have arrived at, a report got currency that

the governor had received despatches from the colonial-office, in

which the minister concluded to refer the accusations against

Judge Foucher to the legislative council for consideration.* Such

a decision, if come to, were tantamount to a refusal to entertain

the subject at all. After some discussion, the councillors, willing

to ascertain the truth, addressed to the governor a request for in-

formation on the matter ; and, if a despatch regarding it had

been sent to him, he was solicited to communicate it to the coun-

cil wholly or in part. Sherbrooke replied, in a message address-

ed to both chambers, that the rumour was true, but that he

had received no instruction as to the manner of carrying into exe-

cution the decision (sentence) but that he had written to London

on the subject ; adding, that he would communicate the ministe-

rial reply as soon as received. This, however, was not sent j but

brought by the Duke of Richmond, in the year following, when

he came to Quebec, and handed it to the assembly. The re-

sponse modified the first instructions of Earl Bathurst to the

governor ; because the crown lawyers in Canada, Messrs. XJniacke,

* Despatch from Earl Bathurst, addressed to Sir John Coape Sher-

brook'^, dated July 5th, 1817.

Vol. Ill—q
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Marshal!,* and Pyke, declared that in the legialative council

lay not, like in the house of lords, the right ofjudging accusations

preferred by the people's representatives. In terms of the amend-

ed instructions now sent, the duty was laid upon the aesembly

of bringing forward proof, in writing, of the culpability of Judge

Foucher ; and it was ordered that a copy of the act of accusation,

with evidence appended, should be furnished to the accused, and

time granted to him to prepare hi^ defence ; that the defence, in

writing^ should be handed to the governor, who was to communi*

oate it to the assembly, which was to reply to it ; finally, all these

documents were to he transmitted to the colonial-office.

Now these formalities, to which the home authorities) subjected

the chamber, and which nevertheless seemed to be unavoidable,

inflicted a deep wouud on its dignity.

They believed that the ooloniul minister reserved to himself, in

violation of all constitutional rules^ the right of adjudication m
secret, and in a manner absolute and conclusive. Nothing was

better suited to impart vitality to the forms of discord which al-

ready existed.f

The remainder of the session was filled with debates on the

budget. The total annual expenditure was estimated at £76,000

;

and as a sum of £33,000 was always considered to be at the dis-

posal of the executive for each year, without any special voting,

a grant of £41,000 only had to be supplemented for the current

year. The laiger sum was therefbre conceded, in anticipation of a

civil list being adopted.

Sir J. C. Sherbrooke, who had demanded his recal on account

* Marshall had been sent out from England as solicitor-gtoeral, with

instructions to be helpful also to M. Uniacke, whose capacity was

(nretended to be) unequal to the discharge of his duties as a torn'-; -

^'^neral.

f The French-Canadian members of assembly on this oooasion, as on

some others before, seem to have had the most exaggerated notions as

to the right "constitutional" extent of the powers of a representative

body in a mixed monarchy. They evidently believed themselves to be, if

not quite omnipotent, multipotent at least ; assuming the privileges not

only of a British parliament,—commons and lord? combined,—but ar-

rogating also part jurisdictiou of the parUment of Paris, or chief of the

supreme courts of olden France.—£.
- li . /
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the

of his faiKng health, embarked for Europe shortly after the dose!

of the session. It is confidently asserted that he was disgusted

with the task he undertook to perform as governor of Canada. It

is not easy to say what was his real idea of thd goveminental

polity best fitted for the colony. It is probable that he was

disoonteatod With all the parties he found in it; and that he

redoubted, mote especially, the oligarchy—the tap-root [iottrce) of

discord. He was a man ofmuch good sense, and of elevated per-

ceptions, but who, aware of the influence which his priiloipal subor-

^nates had with thd colonial-office, did not venture to contend with

them—this the rather, because he did net approve Of several

opinions prevalent in the aBsembly. 'i*'»

He was succeeded by one of the greatest of British notables, the

Duke of Richmond, a personage who had governed Ireland

with more or less acceptance (Jant Men que mal), and who was

fain to pass, from one viceregal charge to another, to amend his

fortune, which had been much impaired by dissipation and extra-

vagance.* The high rank of this nobleman, the consequence that

lus name carried with it in Britain, inclined people to believe that

his administration would be signalised by some important refi^rms,

which might become a means for bringing to an end the divi^ons

which wer J beginning to dis*'"act the country, on the subject of

its finances. But his Irish governmental experience had corrupt-

ed him.f He arrived at Quebec in 1818, accompanied by his son-

in-law, Sir Peregrine Maitland, who had been selected as lientenant-

govornor, for Upper Canada, The chief citizens of the capital

hastened to oflfer their respects to his Majesty's distinguished re^-

presentative ; but thie homage soon became less ardent, for such

hopes of its object a 3 those indicated above quickly died away.

After an adjournment from Jan. 12 to Jan. 21 (1819) on ac-

oount of the death c t' the Queen-consort, the chambers re-assembled,

and Richmond pironounced an address to them on the state of the

finances, the tenor of which gave rise to hopes that a satisfectory

* His Grace waa a great « sporting" character, and much of a dupe

ou the turf.

—

B.

t The author adds, as a pendant to the above sentence : " Irlande, oic

le mal desseche toute jusqu'au sol." What these words may mean we

cannot divine ; Daviu, turn (Edipus cum.—B.
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solution would result of this irritating question. But when the

assembly was presented with the schedule {l'4tat) of the estimated

expenditure of the year, great was its surprise on perceiving an

augmentation to the amount of one-fifth of the largest provision

ever made for any previous year. If the government, thenceforth

obliged to c^/ntent itself with a fixation of the civil list for the ex-

isting reign only, chose the first example (^dpreuve) of popular

liberality to raise the royal allowances to a level with the height-

ened prosperity of the country, the assembly was not disposed to

entertain such a proposal on slight grounds. It had made stren-

uous efforts to vindicate its controlling po^.- over the budget,

mainly because great financial abuses existed, and the members

expected (had pledged themselves, in fact) to reduce rather than

increase public expenditure. The duke was not the right sort of

man to regulate such a matter, having himself squandered an im-

mense patrimony. He treated the subject with supreme disdain {il

prit la chose avec hauteur) ; while the assembly-men, on their part,

grew angry in the face of ducal resentfulness {Vaspect menaga.n,

du chateau). The estimates were referred to a special committee,

[the members of which made a long-winded and painfully detailed

report]. This body recommended energetically the most rigorous

economy, and the abolition of several sinecure ofl&ces.

As in a colonial dependency the control that a representative

body has over the executive is necessarily less real than one in the

mother country, where it is sustained by the public will ; and as,

in a colony, the government is, as it were, the embodiment of the

mother country itself, also being able to fall back upon home re-

sources, and, at a pinch, may become entirely self-sustaining,—it

follows that colonial representatives are obliged to be more precau-

tionary, at all times, than the deputies of the metropolitan people,

in dealing with their (subordinate) executive. Further, although

the imperial allowances are fixed, at the commencement of each

reign, for its entire duration, the sum appropriated is so small com-

pared with the whole amount of the yearly budget, that iis weight

is not sensibly felt by the tax-payers : while, if the general sup-

plies demanded were not all or nearly all allowed, the government

would be in a dead-lock. In Canada, the relative position of the

partiiv was quite different: a colonial civil list being once fixed
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for the sovereign's entire life, his viceroyalty conld subsist conve-

niently without the help of the legislature ; it might even dispense

with the attendance of its members every time ary dissidences

arose, and virtually annihilate representation by repeated proroga-

tions or periodical dissolutions.

Such cogent considerations as the foregoing determined the le-

gislative assembly to persist in its pretensions. Looking more to

substance than to forms, the chamber strove to obtain, through the

civil-list allowances, the greatest obtainable influence over executive

power. Therefore it was, that besides fixing their total amount

for each year only, a majority of assembly resolved to have a hand

in its distribution, that being liable to great abuse in the details.

But this novel pretension, though conformable to the rule of

right, met with opposition from some of the less exacting mem.

bers. The financial difficulty at length resolved itself into this

form : Shall the sura allowed for the civil list be granted in a

lump (en bloc) ? or shall it be accorded in divers sums, each for

its own special purpose, by separate votings ? The members least

hostile to the government repudiated the latter alternative ; be-

cause, they said, such a proceeding was without parliamentary

precedent, and, besides, involved a breach of the royal prerogative.

The greater number, on the other hand, asserted the unrestricted

right of the people's representatives to regulate the disposal of the

people's money ; observing, that, if the Bri.tisli commoners did not

exercise that right, their abstention was no renunciation thereof:

but be that as it might (the oppositionists added), in Canada at

leabt, the exercise of that right, said to be left in abeyance by the

British lower house, was of vital consequence, and must be main-

tained, as a check upon slu^ish or corrupt administrators and

their subordinates.

Holding a middle course between those two extremes, some

members inclined to vote the civil list allowances, not by distinct

items, but conjointly, under collective heridings (chapitres) ; or else

that a round sum should be allotted for each department, leaving

its distribution among the recipients at governmental discretion.

This modification was not assented to ; and the partisans of the

detail system outvoting all others, the subsidy bill, founded on that

basis being passed in assembly, was to be sent to the legislative

f
U

'•it

U

'*]
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oounoil. The salary of every officer was to be fixed bykw ; and when

the chamber set itself to direct the employment of the fands it had

already put at the 4isposal of the crown, it (purposely) omitted

all mention of several salaries hitherto given to useless placemen.

These thrifty arrangements, however, became a dead letter for

the time, as the legislative council scornfully rejected the bill

;

" the mode adopted in it for according a civil list being unconsti-

tutional, unparalleled, and incompatible with the rights, even in

direct violation of the prerogatives of the crown :" the councillors

adding, that " were such a law sanctioned, it would give to the

{^mbly-men, not only the privilege of giving or withholding sup-

plies, but the faculty of prescribing to the sovereign the number

and quality of his servants, and what exact wages he was to pay

to each : all which would eventuate in making his Majesty's

officers subservient to ihe electors, the latter being virtuaUy their

paymasters, and not his Majesty ; whom, nevertheless, they were

alone rightfully bound to honour and obey." <

:

This result took no one by surprise. While the assembly was

endeavouring to bring all public functionaries, in succession, un-

der its jurisdiction,—a power derided at the time by them, bat

which they soon found to be redoubtable,—Mr. Ogden, one of its

ipembers, made incriminating representations, of a grave nature,

against Judge Bedard, of Trois-Rivi^res—the cx-patriot of '
aig's

time. He was accused of neglecting his duties, of }m)stituting his

judicial auUiority to glut his personal vengeance, of violating in-

dividual liberty, and greatly lowering the dignity of his functions

generally.

It appeared that this judge, whose talents were worthy of a

better place than that which he held in the small town whither he

had been sent, during his declining years contracted intemperate

habits ; and, wl^en excited by strong potations, his temper became

very irritable. At such times, the pleaders in his court, taking

{advantage of his infirmity, were used to abuse their privilege of

free speech, and instigate the former champion of the people's

cause (le vieux tribun populaire) to compromise himself sadly,

by his own discourses from the bench, in the estimation of

the public. The gentleman who now came forward to accuse

him, he had imprisoned for 9 libel, and contempt of court The
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assembly referred tiie obarges now made to a special committee

for examination, vhioh reported t^t they had no solid founda-^

lion.

Such a continued war against the state functionaries as this,

was a sure indioatiun of the unquietness of the public mind. The

existent oppositions, distrusts, and hatreds arose out of the mode in

which the constitution was worked. It was evident that the

struggle would lead to results yet more grave, if the cause for it

were not removed. The constitution had accorded too little, and

yet too much power, in some respects, to the people. There was

no intermediate political body, independent of the colony, between

the assembly and the l^islative council, to prevent a clash of juris*

dictions ; the council depended upon the executive, and serving

as its screen merely, became itself an instrument of discord rather

than of harmony.

The inherent vices of the judicial organization were generally

complained of, but no plan was proposed to remedy them. This

was one of those difficult questions which the government found

it not easy to deal with. The governor called, but in vain, upon

the assembly to direct its attention to the subject: the latter was then

too much taken up with the question of the supplies, and cared

not to be turned aside from its consideration to a matter which

could be taken up at any time, and had in itself no direct bearing

upon the political rights of the colony. It n^lected, in the same

way, despite the messages of the governor, a project for the erec-

tion of a tribunal in the district of St. Francis, situated between

Three Rivers district and the States of Vermont and New Hamp-

shire. It nominated a committee of five members to draw up a

statement of tue crown revenues, and of the payments made by

the receiver-general, since the establishment of the constitution

;

with detailed returns of the sums voted by the legislature, and of

all payments on account made during the same space of time.

The committee was also to strike a balance, ascertain what funds

were in the colonial treasury, &c., and report progress to the cham-

ber, with all convenient speed. This proceeding, wise as it might

be in itself, had the appearance of casting suspicion upon the ad-

ministration ; it therefore was not entered upon, which was unfor-

tunate for all parties, for the tax-payers, for the executive council,
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and even for the functionary whom it most concerned, as there was

found afterwards to be a deficit of nearly £100,000 in his depart-

ment (caisse) alone.

Richmond, having been made to believe that the intent of the

assembly was merely to get up an opposition, was irritated at tho

hardihood (audaciU) it manifested by raising doubts of the faith-

fulness of the public functionaries ; and, on proroguing the parlia-

ment discoursed thus haughtily :
" I came hither to take in hand

the reins of government of the North American dominions of his

Majesty, with a sincere desire to realise the generous intentions, the

benevolent views, of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and to

promote in every way the well-being of the subjects of his Majesty.

I flattered myself that I should experience tho support of every

enlightened person capable of appreciating the motives which in-

duced me to accept my present charge. Full of confidence in

your zeal, in your loyalty, in your knowledge of public and pri-

vate interests, I have patiently attended to your deliberations

As for you, gentlemen of the l^islative council, I must say, you

have not disappointed my hopes, and I beg to return you my
thanks for the zeal and alacrity you have shown in all that more

^ immediately belongs to your body
;

(but) it is with much concern

I feel myself compelled to say, that I cannot express to you, gen-

tlemen of the assembly, the same satisfaction, nor my approbation

of the general result of your labours (at the expense of so much

valuable time), nor yet of the principles upon which they rest, as

recorded in your journals. You proceeded upon (sic) the documents

which I laid before you to vote a part of the sum required for the

expenses of the year 1819, but the bill of appropriation which you

passed, was founded upon such principles that it appears, from the

journals of the upper-house, to have been most constitutionally re-

jected : his Majesty's government has been thus left without the

necessary supplies for supporting the civil administration of the

province for the ensuing year, notwithstanding the voluntary offer

and pledge given to his Majesty, by the resolve of your house, of

the 13th February, 1810."

Just as Craig had done, the Duke complimented one ohamber, and

oBnsured the oiher. The freedom which he thns took, permissible

only during times of trouble and revolution in metropolitan coun-
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tries, may be repeated in colonies ; but if the (evil) consequences

thence resulting are slower to arrive in the latter, thej are none

the less sure.

His Grace did not live long enough to learn the effect of his

conduct
;
yet died in the conviction that public tranquillity had been

assured by his polity ! He wrote to Earl Bathurst that the people

were satisfied with their constitution ; and that perfect reliance

might be placed in their loyalty, should the United States men

ever invade the colony. After arriving at Quebec, he made a vi-

sitation in Upper Canada, and returned to it again after the ses-

sion closed, in view of examining attentively the different military

positionii which it might be proper to fortify : a subject which ever

occupied the attention of the home government. In 1816, its intent

was, to leave the territory between lake Champlain and Montreal

city in a state of nature, iia the intermediate forests might serve

for a barrier against the Americans ; and Earl Bathurst being wroth

(fdche) that settlements had been begun at Hemingford and in

its vicinity, orders were given to prevent the opening of roads

in that direction.

The governor-duke had reached, on his return, Richmond on

the Ottawa (since called after him), an hotel, where he was bitten,

as was said, by a fox : hydrophobia ensued, of which ho died,

after great suffering, in a few hours.* His remains were taken

to Quebec, and deposited, with much pomp, in the protestant ca

thedral there, Sept. 4. Thus deceased one whose domination

threatened the country with new troubles.

The colony was temporarily administered, first by the senior

councillor, Mr. Monk, and by Sir Peregrine Maitland, governor

of Upper Canada ; afterwards, the Earl of Dalhousie, governor of

Nova Scotia, came as governor-general.

The frequent visitations of our governors in the upper province

began to create suspicions in the French-Canadian mind, that a plot

was getting up in the dark against their race, the people of which

were always looked upon as aliens in the colony that their ances-

* The Duke died Aug. 28, 1819. Mr. Christie makes no mention of

Ujdrophobia, as his mdlrtal ailment ; merely reporting, that " he took ill

and died, after a few hoars' excruciating sufTering." Hist. L. Canada,

ii, 322.-5.

r
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tors had foanded (dana la maison paternelle). The arrogaD<^e and

high-toned language of the deflect*"' |s:overnor augnrod ill for their

future destiny. A diusolution of tb.^ uBsembly, ordered by Monk,

augmented {Mrevious inquietude am:""
-

' !\e people; for the executive

could gain nothing thereby, if all things were to proceed in their

aooustomed course, as the electors ware not at all likely to return

men more aooommodating than those just dismissed. Meanwhile,

Earl Bathurst gave a kind {excellente) reception to M. Plessis,

bishop of Quebec, who had gone to Europe, where he had business

to settle in relation to his diocese. As the project for a union of

the two Canadas was probably then under the consideration of the

colonial-office, the ministry was in a proper humour for granting

all the demands (concessions) of the clergy, in order to prevent

their making any objections to a legislative union, a measure which

they distrusted ; and in accordance with British polity ever since

the century began, the alliance of the church {autel ) was sought

for as ancillary to the executive in its struggle with the assembly.

At Rome, too, an enlai'gement of the British American church es-

tablishment was in contemplation, extending the hierarchical jo-

risdiotion already existent to all the provinces, the catholic popu-

lations in which had greatly 'ocreased in numbers. Early in

1816, the pope signed bulls constituting the see of Quebec as an

archbishopric. M. Plessis apprehending that this measure, matured

without the privity of the British governor, might give umbrage,

wrote to cardinal Fontana, president of the college de Propaganda^

to intimate, that he would rather decline the archiepiscopal title in

his own case. At the same time, he presented three memorials to

Earl Bathurst, who, he fancied, really had taken offence at the

li>ulls in question having been expedited. The first, of those me-

morials had reference to the division of the diocese of Quebec

;

the second, to the seminary of Montreal, u suggestion to seques-

trate the estates of which had been made to the British govem-

noient ; the third memorial regarded the colU^e of Nioolet.

He proposed to form the diocese of Quebec into a hierarchy

composed of a metropolitan and five or six suffragan bishops. The

minister raising objections to the introduction of foreign ecclesias-

tics, the bishop replied, " Preachers of all sorts have free access to

Canada—methodists, ' new lights,' anabaptists, and what not be-
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sides : not to mention that revolutionists, deserters, regicides, &fi.^

are thenoc excluded by no law that I know of. Why, then, shut

the door only against catholic eoclesiostios, coming from partus

abroad ; against young men carefully trained, strangers to politics,

and disposed, by the very nature of their education, to uphold

rather than to subvert lawful authority, and thus to become, as it

wore, a living dyke against democratic usurpation ?"

For a length of time, the colonial-offioe had adopted a precau-

tionary polity. The concessions it was disposed to make to the

catholics, were by no means yielded out of r^ard for abstract jus-

tice alone. The ministry comprehended that the most important

question it had to deal with in the colony was the religion of the

majority of its inhabitants, because that was a lever by which the

masses could be most effectually moved. The ecclesiastical diffi-

culty, therefore, was that whioh, the Qoloi»ial-offioe decided, should

be first regulated. '

Earl Bathurst invited M. Plessis to his seat near Cirencester,

called Oakley-grove, when much conference took place between

the twain, during the 24 hours they remained together. His

lordship raised many objections to the contents of Mem. 1, but it

seems as if he had given them up, from the tenor of his despatch of

Sept. 17 : as to Mem. 2, he at first tried to engage the bishop to

consent to a composition ; but at length agreed that, if the titles

of the Montreal Seminary to the estates in question were as clear

as was said, he could not deny that they ought to remain in the

present hands. There remained only, then, the question regard-

ing schools to be disposed of. The earl showed repugnance to

sanction the bill which the assembly had passed r^arding them, as

believing that its provisions had reference to the oatholio parishes

only.

Returning to Rome, M. Plessis presented to the pope a memo-

rial, similar to that given to Earl Bathurst, on the proposed divi-

sion of the diocese ; and he obtained the assent of Pius VII to

the arrangement proposed therein ; his holiness making a metro-

politan see of the diocese of Quebec. He conferred, at the same

time, the (honorary) title of archbishop on M. Plessis and his

successors ; but if any prelate of Quebec, afler M. Plessis, may have

taken the archiepiscopal title in his correspondence with the holy
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800, M. iSignoln'i was tho first to OHsumo it publicly (in 1844),

during tho Hiimc year that he received tho jmllium, and when tho

Bovorcign pontiff combined tho dioceses of Canada into an ccclo-

siasticnl province, under the jurisdiction of tho ** archbishop of

Quebec."

Although tho colonial minister manifested both sagacity and a

liberal spirit in his permissive polity for re-organising tlic catholic

church establishment in the provinces of British North America,*

he nevertheless refused to sanction tho educational bill, passed

in assembly, uncil certain other measures, long under discussion,

should have bacn adopted.f Tho bishop said, that tho catholic

clergy were opposed to tho " Royal Institution," also to the bill

of 1801 on schools, because that law put these under the charge

of a commission almost entirely protcstant. He blamed Monk, then

in other respects not popular, for dissolving the assembly in 1819.

But Monk did so, only the very day Sir P. Maitland left Quebec

for Upper Canada ; and as he staid but two days altogether in

the city, it is probable that tho order to dissolve emanated from

him. The dissolution did but augment the agitation already ex-

isting, while it weakened the influence of the executive council

;

it also became a means for censuring governmental action, by

proving, when the sense of the country was taken anew, that ita

spirit was at least as unconformable as ever to the wishes of the

executive. The civil list question became a touchstone for testing

the principles of members, most of those who gave courtly votes

being rejected by the constituencies ; and, from the outset, it was

foreseen that the government would have a more refractory chamber

to deal with generally.

As soon as the parliament met, the representatives elected their

president; and voted, that, as they had not yet received the

• It was on the application of Lord Castloreagh, that the papal court

nominated, in 1818, bishoprics in partibus to Messrs. McDonald and

McEachern ; and, with the consent of Earl Bathurst, Messrs. Lartigue

and Provcncher received the mitre. M. McDonald received tho title of

bishop of Rcgiopolis inpart. inf. as a suffragan prelate in Upper Canada;

and M. McEachern the title of bishop of Rosa, with a suffragan see com-

prising New Brunswick, Prince Edward's Island, and the Magdalen Isles.

t Despatches, dated May 20, 1820, and Sept. 10, 1821.
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returns of the election for Oaapd county, they wore not (conHtitu-

tionnlly) in number HufRoicnt to proceed to buaincHH. Muitliind,

who hud returned to Quebec, sent a nicsHage to the chamber, soli-

citing that certain laws, about to expire, should bo renewed. No
answer was returned to the application. A resolution was even

passed, to the purjwrt that, if the Oaspd election report did not

(at once) come to hand, the chamber could not sit at all during

the current year ; and that, as this default was one of the conso-

quences of the last dissolution, the chamber had a right to regard

that act as a violation of the constitution. This declaration being

communicated to the executive council, the latter treated it as based

on no proper foundation. The assembly, upon this censure of

its conduct, refused to have any further correspondence with the

council ; and it is hard to say how long so embarrassing a state of

things would have continued, but for the demise of George III ;•<«

an event which necessarily led to an immediate dissolution of tho

Canadian as well as British parliament.

The Earl of Dalhousio, nominated Governor of Canada, arrived

in election time, the day being June 18, 1820. In a few days,

ho repaired to the upper districts, which ho had already run over

along with the late Duke of Kichmond. The election return)

showed that the composition of the new assembly would be sub-

stantially the same as the last. Parliament met Dec. 14. The
governor made allusion to a multitude of subjects in his opening

address ; adding some observations which seemed to flow from the

heart of a man who ardently desired that good-will and harmony

should prevail. Tho colonial-oflRce had taken in hand to realise

the Union project, which now became tho one great end of British

policy in Canada. The governor was not warranted to make any

concession on the subject of finance ; it having been decided (at

head-quarters) to listen to nothing tending, ever so little, to com-

promise the rights of the crown ; and should a deadlock (crise)

ensue, advantage was to be taken of it to re-unite the two Canadas

• He died Jan. 29, 1820 ; in tho 82nd year of bis age, and GOth of his

(long nominal) reign. In terms of the late Regency Act, sittings of an

undissolved parliament do not now neceasarily cease on a demise, but

a new one must be called when the current session of that in existence

closes.

—
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(at onoo). Still the predominant power (fe» mitropoU) was net to

show itself as dircetly bringing about the desiderated result : the

rivalship of the chambers was to become the cause moving thereunto,

and rendering the measure, as it were, inevitable. All that was

needed, would be to back the council in its opposition to the as-

sembly ; to refuse every demand of the latter, and soon matters

would become so perplexed that ministers should be able to provo

to the Imperial parliatuent, that nothing but a union could euro

the evil.

If the plan we have jus* *racod was not, at the outset, literally

laid down in the colonial-office, it is indubitable that the idea of

it influenced, day by day becoming more definite, the ministe*

rial mind ; and at the point of time we have now reached, Mr.

Blllice had almost pt^^waded the cabinet of the urgency there was,

to propose the measure to the British l(^iHlature. This explains

wherefore to all tlic demands of the representative chamber, how

reasonable soever they might be, the council, under the inspi-

ration of Judge Sewcll, called out indignantly, that sedition was

brewing and treason hatching t

So as Lord Dalhousie might be taught in time, that no general

expressions of peaceful intents, or vague words of good-will, would

' lull th'J vigilance of the representatives of the people, the

reply to the address (which was drawn up in committee by Messrs.

Cuvillier, Tuschorcau, Neilson, Qucsncl, and A. Stuart) proclaimed,

in precise terms, the wishes and intents of the chamber in regard

to the great question of the time, the Budget.

In the annual estimates, which wore transmitted by the execu-

tive council, the civil expenditure was divided into categories,

each correnponding to the various classes of fVinotionaries and tho

nature of every outlay. The total sum of nil reached £45,000.

The assembly discussed the whole, article by article, making

sovenil rctnmchments ; and trying to reconcile tho council to

annual voting, adopted tho plan of disposing of tho parts of the

budget by chapters. Of its own moro motion, without waiting to

be invititd by Lord Dalhousie, the assembly voted a civil list of

£46,000. But by thus taking the initiative, it gave umbrage to

tho executive. Tho members of council, who judged that some

pitfall or other {cmhdche) lay under this unwontod financial volunti^
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ryism, hastened to signaliso the dofioiencies in the nupplies thus

proffered. A certain portion of the public revenue had alrendy

received n special and permanent destination in virtue of pre-ex-

isting laws; and yet the assembly, in their appreciations, had

taken it for granted that all might be done anew, and votod ac-

cordingly ; doubtless because of a determination to bring every

thing connected with expenditure and receipts under its own

direct control for the future. The council viewed tliis reso-

lution in the people's ropresontatives, as a usurpation of power

and intrusive ambition, which ought to be resisted and kept down

;

the council therefore rejected tho assembly's civil list, declaring

" that it (the council) had an incontestable right to conjoin in

voting the supplies ; that this right extended to the option of

accepting or rejecting the ways and means devised by tho assembly

and sent for tho consideration of the council ; that any grant of

money without tho council's concurrence was in itself utterly null

;

that tho council would entertain no enumeration of supplies till such

were first demanded by his Majesty's representative, nor if it were

divided into chapters and items, nor if the civil list were not fixed

for tho whole reign of the king. Finally, that Uic council would

pay no heed to any bill of supply initiated by the assembly, un-

less it were one relating to payments for its own maintenance

OS a constituted body, or else to meet some unforeseen and urgent

call made upon it."

The assembly^mon promptly replied, in sentiments expressed

by a great majority of thoir number, that the council was not en-

titled to prescribe and dictate to them tho mode of dealing with

the supplies, or with any other measure, and that any attempt,

on its part to do so was a breach of their privileges ; that the

asttorted right of initiating bills by tlie council, in that regard, was

contrary to parliamentary usage and to the constitution."

The council, paying nu regard to tho foregoing protest, and

persisting in its resolution, rejected the assembly's bill. In order

that the government should not be embarrassed thereby, tho

olxamber, by a special vote, put tho needful funds at its disposi-

tion ; but Lord Dalhousio intimated his opinion that, having m»-

turely considered tho subject, the assembly's grant, without

ooncurrenoe of tho council, would be illegal (intuffuiant), Tho

>

*
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matter stuck there, the council ruling that no scheme of supplies

should receive its sanction that did not grant the needful in a

lump, and with civil allowances fixed for the king's life ; the as-

sembly, on the other hand, persisting in its determination of

voting by chapters, and only for each year : this with the design

of controlling the executive by the omnipotent monev-power. Such

a control, moreover, was essential to the existence of the t. isembly

;

because, to use its own declaratory words, " the outlay for state

wants forms almost the entirety of our public expenditure." The

m'litnry force of the government left to it, besides, a preponder-

ance considerable enough to make itself respected. The assembly

willed, in brief, to assure to all its acts the most perfect independ-

ence; it would not allow others to censure or intimidate its members.

There is nothing, in fact, more humiliating to colonists, than

for their representatives to be exposed to insults heaped upon

them by some governor, a total stranger to theui, ignorant of their

affairs, and yet whom blind chance has placed at the head of the

executive for the time. The censures inflicted on the assembly,

by the Duke of Richmond, and the prefatory resolution passed

by the council, were brought under review by the assembly ; the

members voting, almost unanimously, on the motion of Mr. Neil-

son, that those acts were done in violation of their incontestible

rights and privileges, being an c'^'=<umption of power contrary to

the laws and to the constitution itself. In terms of another reso-

lution, the assembly re-assorted its right, in voting the supplies, to

adopt such a system, or follow such an order of things, as was com-

formable to its own ruling in the matter.

The importance of the financial question had obliged the cham-

ber to neglect several measures, but which it was resolved should

be taken up early in the ensuing session. Time was found,

however, for giving some consideration to the subject*} of the crown

lands, the public funds, &c., and the assembly no'^'nated Mr.

Stuart as its agent in London. In an address to the ^'overnor nu-

merous abuses were pointed out, and the abolition of several sine-

cures proposed. He was solicited, in particular, to withhold pay-

ment of the salaries accorded to a lieutenant-governor who had

never set foot in the country ; to a nominal but non-resident gov-

ernor of Gaspd ; and to Mr. Amyot, provincial secretary, for so
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long a time aa he fulfilled none of his functions. It was resolved

further, that the presence of a Lower-Canadian agent in London,

would be of manifest advantage to its inhabitants ; that no salaries

should be paid to non-resident councillors ; that the conjunction of

the charge of admiralty judge, with the functions of a judgeship

of the king's bench in one person, was improper ; and that the

combining a judgeship in the king's bench, with the functions of

a French translator, or with those of an auditor of the public ac-

counts, waa even more so. Lastly, the »asembly solicited the go-

vernor to apply a remedy to a yet more crying abuse, namely, a

custom obtaining in the admiralty court, where the suitors had to

pay fees to the judge although he received a salary from the state.

These irregularities were so grave, that Lord Dalhousie promised

to the chamber he would make the British ministry acquainted

with their existence. But when resorting to a (sudden) prorogation

of the legislature, he addressed the assembly in a way that left no

doubt in the minds of the assombly-men, that the polity of the colo-

nial-office was unchanged in their regard ; his lordship blaming them

for wasting time in an exposition of constitutionalism, all the while

leaving the executive destitute of supplies, and postponing legisla-

tive ameliorations.

Public approbation, however, ever backing the proceedings of

the chamber, it now became plain that if one of the contendin*'

parties did not yield, a crisis would soon ensue. As M. Papineau

was the most influential leader of the country party (les Cana-

diens), the colonial-office, at the instance of Mr. Sherwood, tried

to gain him over. Lord Dalhousie was ordered to receive him as

a member of the executive council ; but, as the popular nominee

knew well his single voice would find no echo at that board, he

never took his seat j and, as the expected advantage to be derived

from a supplementary councillorship was never likely to be realized

it was suppressed in the year 1823. Mr. Hale, already a member

of the legislative council, and colonel Keady, civil secretary, were

nominated members of the executive council, at the same time as

M. Papineau.

The governor visited Upper Canada in the o ..rse of the year,

under a pretext of examining the fortifiabie parts of the colony

;

but with the aim, in reality, of sounding public opinion, and re-

Vol. III.—R ....
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porting its several tendencies in both provinces, all in view of

bringing about their union. In winter ensuing (December 11,

1821) he met the l^islature, and advertised the members that it

was the desire of his Majesty they would vote the colonial civil

list allowance for the whole duration of his reign, such being the

r^^lar parliamentary practice. This new declaration would have

banished all hope of a reconciliation of dissidenoe on that (lite-

rally vital) point between the assembly and the ministry, had any

such existed. Still the reply of the chamber was reserved in its

tone, and carefully respectful r^arding the constitution. The go-

vernor, in rejoinder, intimatid his hopes that any discussion on

the matter would be calm and dispassionate ; but he declared, in

advance, that the according of a civil list, in the form prescribed

by royalty, would be a sine qud non ; adding, that if such were not

voted by a majority in assembly, no harmony need be expected

between the three branches of the gcvernme^t (la Ugidahire).

The representative chamber, however, was determined not to re-

linquish the exposition it had b^un of the faultiness (difauU)

ofthe government. When the budget was officially presented, Lord

Dalhousie was requested to furnich a detailed statement of the ex-

penses of the civil administration of the colony, such as they were

fixed by the royal instructions of the years 1792, 1797, 1810, and

1818. He replied, that he believed it would be a betrayal of his

duty were he to send, for the inspection of the chamber, the con-

fidential correspondence between the crown and its personal repre-

sentative in Canada.

The members proceeded to examine the estimates sent, as not

meaning to meet the domand made upon them by the governor

with a sudden and absolute refusal, but temporise rather, and with

that intent an adjournment was proposed ; whereupon, >!. Tasche-

reau (who had just been gained over) suddenly proposed to adopt

the financial rule laid down to the chamber, in order that no fur-

ther doubt should exist on the subject.* The colonial-office had

• The words in the French text (iii, 221) are, '•.... ponr faire dispa-

raltre les dontes," which, if we apprehend the author's meaning rightly,

intimate that M. Taschereau was set on to make a proposal which was

sare to be promptly rejected, perhaps with indignation ; and thns the

chamber be inadvertently surprised into a renunciation of its prerioas

caution, and committed to an extreme courne : (aed qu. ?).-^B.
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brought matters to saoh a pass, that prompt and decisive means

were wanted to attain its great end. Only five members voted

in favour of Tasohereau's motion. The mjgority, in negativing

it, however thought proper to explain the motives that impelled

the' members to this decision ; which arose, it was said, chiefly out

of such considerations as we have already developed, and were of

a nature not unconformable to the o£fer made to the executive in

1810, and accepted by the Regent in 1818. These explanations

having been embodied in an address to his Majesty, Lord Dalhousie

undertook to transmit it to London. Concurrently, the assembly

nominated Mr. Joseph Marryatt, M.F., as agent of the province,

in Britain ; accompanying the appointment with a paper of very

voluminous instructions for his guidance, when dealing with the

home authorities and while communicating with his Canadian em-

ployers.

The council, apprehensive of the effects likely to result from this

agency, hastened to declare that the assembly, in making such an

appointment without the consent of the other branches of the co-

lonial government {ligialature), had taken upon itself a perilous

authority ; that to make such an appointment, was a direct breach

of the royal prerogative, and an attempt to set aside the constitu-

tion. When Marryatt learned that a conflict of opinions had thus

followed upon his appointment, he refused to act ; under pretext

that it would be unconstitutional to do so, unless the charge were

sanctioned by the council, and the governor approved of the choice

made. The assembly, meantime, persisting in its own course, re-

fused, in despite of a special message from the governor, to vote

supplies, and even passed a resolution making the receiver-general

personally responsible for whatever moneys he might pay to gov-

ernment order, ifunsanctioned previously by the chamber. Matters

having come to this pass. Lord Dalhousie judged that the artful-

ness and reservations he had thitherto employed to gain his end the

better, were no longer useful, and therefore determined to commu-

nicate to the assembly-men the reply of the ministry to their de-

mands of the year preceding. That reply, if sent to them at the

opening of the session, would have occasioned an explosion.

*' The lieutenant-governor of Gasp^," thus wrote his lordship,

referring to a denounced sinecure, " is one of the least dispensable

I
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of our officials, and, instead of retrenching his salary, it ought to be

increased. As for the provincial-secretaryship, care would be taken

at the decease of the present holder of the place, to appoint a

resident functionary. The colonial agency again had ah-yays ex-

isted, and there was nothing that could be laid to the chaise of

the present agent to warrant his discharge." The consideration

of other matters complained of was, it would appear, postponed

by the executive.

There was a small minority in the council, the members of

which, inforned of certain menaces beginning to be thrown out

against the (French) Canadians, thought it would be advisable to

make a demonstration in the sense of the opinions of the chamber

on the civil list. Fearing the results of a too long struggle on

such a question, M. Debartzch proposed to revoke the resolutions

of the preceding session. The majority exclaimed against such a

retrogression. " How can we revoke our resolutions," demanded

Mr. Richsirdson, *' when a secret committee of a.ssembly is at this

time sitting, and deliberating perhaps at this very moment on the

nomination of a governor ? yes ! meditating the dismissal (rh'o-

cah'nn) of the one we now have, to be replaced by another of the

,a8sembly's own choosing ! A (permanent) committee of assembly-

men exists, unknown to several members of the chamber ; a thing

unexampled in British history since the times of Charles I. That

conclave is perhaps a second * committee of public safety.'
"

Thus did this credulous councillor intimate, that a majority of

the assembly had revolutionary designs. Several representatives

present at these council debates, took umbrage at such charges,

and imparted the sentiments inspired by them to their colleagues.

M. Quirouet was one who reported what he had heard himself. A
committee of five was forthwith constituted, the members of

which drew up a report tliat became provocative of discussions,

evincing the profound antipathy existing between the two legisla-

tive bodies. The report was adopted by a large majority of the as-

sembly ; the language of Mr. Richardson being denounced as false,

sfjandalous, and malicious, also as tending to destroy the confidence

of his Majesty in the loyalty of the people and their deputies.

It was declared that such imputations as were thrown out in coun-

cil, were a serious breach of the assembly's prlvilt^es ; and that the
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council itself should seriously visit with punishment, severe in pro-

portion to the crime, the wrong intended to be done by one of its

members : lastly, the assembly admonished the governor that his

duty was, to deprive the guilty party of the places of honour,

confidence, and emolument, he held of the crown.

Two addresses, conformable to the foregoing, were drawn up

and sent, one to the governor, the other to the council. The
former, in reply, said that the document contained matters of the

gravest character ; that the resolutions adopted by the chamber

appeared (to him) to be couched in language beneath the dignity

of a deliberative body ; that they violated the privileges of the

council and freedom of debate ; and, for these reasons, he begged

to decline acting as he was called upon to do in the address trans-

mitted to him. The council, on its part, declared that it would

not be compatible, either with its honour or its rights, to enter

upon the consideration of an alleged infraction of the liberties of

assembly, before that body should itself make reparation for the

violation it had just committed of the privileges of council, by

demanding the suspension of Mr. Richardson from his functions,

—presuming to subject a member of council to censure and pro-

posed punishment ! The chamber, returning to the charge, pro-

tested against attempts constantly making to destroy all confidence

in its honour and loyalty; and (thus) neutralizing its eflforts for ad-

vancing the public interests : finally, repeated its previous assertion

of the incontestible right it possessed, of repressing abuses by

every means that the constitution placed at its disposal.

This conflict still further augmented public irritation. The as-

sembly manifested too much susceptibility on the occasion. Good

policy would have dictated to its members a course directly the re-

verse of that it did adopt, as a proofof their own moderation. Mean-

while the governor, seeing that they were not to be shaken in their

resolution regarding the supplies, informed them that he intended

to defray the costs of the government out of the funds which laws

already passed had put at his disposal.

Concurrently with the agitation on parliamentary supplies, that

of the division of the customs receipts, between Lower and Upper

Canada, was debated. The trade of the latter province with Bri-

tain could only be carried on through the former. The rule to be
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observed in sharing the nett feturnn, had been made the sv.i'j >3t of

many difficulties and long discussions. In terms of the first con-

vention between the parties, concluded in 1817, Upi)er Canada

received a fifth of the customs duet* levied at Quebec. For some

time anterior to the present (1822), the Upper-Canadians had

been demanding a larger share, under pretext that their numbers

had largely increased. To settle the matter, each province ap-

pointed two commissioners, and the four had several conferences

at Montreal, but without being able to come to an arrangement.

The Upper-Canadians, instigated by our assembly's enemies, who
mustered strong in Montreal, put forward high pretensions, de-

mandir ' esidw an augmentation of the quota allowed them by

the treai 'It . , £20,000 of arrears, the alleged amount of un-

paid drawu -is; t. :. £10,000, a sum which, their commissioners

alleged, was due to ihem previously to the foregoing agreement

being come to. Our commissioners repelled the first-indicated

pretension ; and refused to enter into any consideration of the

two others, till further instructed. The Upper-Canadians then

appointed an agent to repair to their mother country and demand

an interposition of the home government in their behalf. Lord

J)alhousie did not make known to the l^slature till the follow-

ing session these difficulties, which might have furnished a new

reason for effecting a Union, towards which, people said, he was

secretly inclined. This delay in communicating what he knew on

the subject, was made a cause of reproach against him afterwards,

as a betrayer of the interests of the province the king had confided

to his care ; but he excused himself by alleging, that he had re-

ceived authentic news of the affair when too late.

The assembly, informed through the public prints of what was

going on, hastened to protest, just before the session closed, agtiinst

the claims of Upper Canada, in regard of the customs, imports, and

to declare, that it was ready to sanction all arrangements that

might bt> proposed for facilitating the transit of seaborne merchan-

dise, by way of Quebec. Two days thereafter, the governor pro-

rogued the parliament.

Messrs. Papineau, Neilson, and Cuvillier were the members of

assembly who led the chamber in its opposition, on the finance

question, to the colonial office \ whose beheste, again,, were supported
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by the governor and the council. Papineau and Noilson discussed

principally, Cuvillier vindicated them with figures {la comptabiliti).

The trio proved that they were not to be taken at a disadvantage

in matters of finance and taxing : but, if reason were on their side,

power was possessed by the other ; and it was used to dissolve suc-

cessive parliaments, with a view to intimidate (or weary out) the

people's representatives. Scarcely had one session been allowed to

exist its proper time, for a series of years past. It was needful

that so anomalous a condition of things should have an end ; for

public business was constantly in arrear, and the public mind be-

coming more and more unsettled. This embroilment of affairs

finally became the philo-unionists' wished for opportunity. The

dashing interests of the two provinces in regard of the customs re-

venue became, in their eyes, a sufficing reason, in itself, for real-

ising their favourite measure. Lower Canada, they al^Ted, was

opposed to it; but not, they averred, to the extent ( re 'sting

it by open revolt. Besides, if such a tendency manifested itaelf,

the all-powerful influence of the Catholic clergy might De reckoned

cpon (it was intimated) for keeping it within safe bounds. In a

word, the British ministry, ever pigod on by Mr. Ellice and his

friends, resolved at length to execute their grc* project, and

bring into the Imperial Parliament a bill for revoking the Cana-

dian Constitution of die year 1791, and re-constituting once more

the government of the cobny.

I
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FinST UNION PROJECT.
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1823-1827.

A Union of the two Canndns tlosiroil by tho HritlRh-dorlvcd in habitants of

Moudoiil.—Ooucorning their a|{ont,Kllicc.—This niorchiinl's history.—

Tlio Union project l)ro«|j;ht in clandoatinoly to (lie Imperial Parliament.

—Parker aountls tlie alarm.—Sir James Maoltintosti and Sir I'Vancis

Hnrdctt 'arrest the further progress of tl\o Union Hill in the commons.

Natun.> of its provisions.—The project adjourned.—Sensation its in-

troduction to parliament produced in tho two (Panadas.—Petitions

against it: Messrs. Papineitu and Neilsou sent to London.—Thoy

draw up an able metnorial on tho subject for prosenluiion to tho gov-

ernment.—The ministry abandon tho measure—Comnnniications be-

tween Messrs. Ellico and Papineau.—Estimation of tho former, by Sir

James Mackintosh.—Opinion of Sir Francis Burdott on tho Union.—

Interview of M. Papineau with Karl Bathurst.—Opinions of statesmen

as to the prol)able duration of the American federation.—Amount of

tho Caldwell deficit.—Ueligious aflfairs.—Lord Dalhousio visits Eng-
• land and returns.—Tho supplies refused.—Insulting discourse of tho

gOTcraor in proroguing the chambers.

At all times, a dosirc for tlio union of thcCanadas had been the

secret wish of the British party in Montreal, ita hoatility to tho

French-doseended inhabiUints daily increasing, proportionally to

its desire to domineer over the latter. Avarice, no less than am-

bition, nourished its hatred to our race ; that hatred finding an

answering sympathy in Britain itself through national and religi-

ous prejudices common to both, aided by calumnies against the

objects of their mutual dislike. The Anglo-Canadian party had

the exclusive sympathy of the British people ; the colonial minister

received all his inspiratiotis from ita members, and the governors

always threw themselves into its arms, in order to secure its sup-

port for themselves, and be assured of ita influence in London,

where the Gallo-Canadians had never ceased to be looked upon as

aliens.

It will have been pcrccivcJ that the governmental career of
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Dalhouflio, ovor nincn it bognn atnong uh, wiui of nii unvarying

ohiirttotcr, iii\(l Hooniingly ull trncml ont Ihtiurrhund. Ilo, in i'uut,

onunciuU>d IiIh ultimutuni {nnn dtnticr mot) in hiH iirnt diHOourm)

to the chuniborH. " No con(M>w4i()nn Hlinil \w iiiiulo ; and tho rcHO

lutions of tlio Ai»Monilily will bo troiiUMl nuiroly iw ho mimy dofon-

dunt'fl nuiiiiirialH, mukin^^ a Mliigo in tho progress of tho ^roat

procosH j^t'ttiii^ up ii^ainHt tho coloniiil dolihorativo body, to bo

triod boforo tho parlianiontary tribunal of IJritain, tho (antioi-

pat^'d) Hontonco to bo, abolition for tho fornior." Tiiiw pn-dctor-

mination it waH wliioh oooaHionud tho doadlock of IH212 ; including

the rofuHal ^ of r«upplioH by tho a^Montbly, and tho (piarrols bo-

twoon Lowor and ITppor Canada.

Froni two oontroB, and for divorso ronflonw, i«B«od tlio acoumi-

tions a^aiuHt that chanibor, whoroin woro roponitod llio public

spiritcdncss, tho nynipathioH, and tho intcroslw of tho Fronoh-

Canadian |KK)plo. Tho ultra Britinh party had always Ion^!;od for

a union, aH waH woll known, with tho intont of Hwaniping tho

latter ontinly. It waH with that end in viow that Lyniburnor

protoHtod, boforo tho houHO of conunonH, against tho divi^'lon of

tho province, in 1791. But in 18!i3, whon MoHHrH. Papincau

and NoilHon, knowing that his sontinionts had undergone ao hangc

during tho intervening yeare, sought an interview with him in Lon-

don, Iioping to ongagi^ him to aid them in forwarding fjowcr-

Canadian views, he observed, " I have now by mo several letters

from old friends in Canada, who have nmdo roferonco to our

mutual attempts, in days long past, to prevent tho colony from

being parted into two provinces : that division was an error in

itself, for an amalgamation of tho two races would have been

effected more speedily without than with such a separation. But

of

• Thus runs tho author's French text, in tho second paragraph of tho

present ohoptcr :
—" On a pu Toir depuis son arrlvde la marcho do Dal-

bousie a 6t6 rdgulairo ot conimo trac<So d'avauce. II a dit son dernior

mot dana son premier discours aux chambres. Aucune concesBion no

sera faito ; ct los rdsolutions do I'as8cmbl<So no sont rncurillics quo pour

servir do pieces dans lo grand procos qu'on so propose d'intcntor a co

corps ddlib^rant dovant los communes do I'Anglctcrro avant de le faire

disparattre. De Id hv situation dcs choses on 1822 ; refua do Bubsidos

et querelles aveo le Uaut-Canada." Ill, 220-7.

\
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it would bo nnjuHt, now-a-dnyfi, to undo what was dono ; for, sinoo

then, diHtinctive habitudeH havo taken root, Aoparatc inturcstH Imvo

grown up, and a now legislation ban boon founded. I, theroforo,

have advertised my friends aforesaid, that so fur from sustaining

the views they take of the matter at the present time, I Hlmll em-

ploy whntovcr influenco I possess over the minds of public men
here, to make the renewed enterprise miscarry ; for I do not wish

the imperial government to stultify itself, or become hateful

(^odieiix) in America." If Mr. Lymburncr were now one of the

anti-unionists, others had taken up (and were turning to account)

the opposite ideas he once maintained so stoutly. The North-

Wcst Company, too, which had much influence in London, had for

its resident directors in Canada, Messrs. Richardson and Mac-

Gill, two of the most enthusiastic members of the British party.

Mr EUioe, whose father became a leading trader in the colony,

after being a clerk to the Lotbini^res, had bought from that family

their seignory of Boauharnois. By a train of lucky chances,

Eliice junior had become a person of consetjuence in England.

From Canada he passed to the West-Indies, and there married a

daughter of Earl Grey, widow of a military officer. In after

years, his Lordship became the leader of the whig party ; and

Ellioo, though a man of no talent, through his family connexions

became an influential personage. Although passing for a (" true

bine ") whig in Britain, Eliice became the intermediary of the

Canadian tories with the tory cabinet in London, in order to undo

the work of Pitt ; and he it was who, in 1822, finally induced the

ministry to bring into the commons the union bill of that year.

The latter were on the point of adopting it, for all was going on

swimmingly towards that consummation, when an ex-trader of

Canada, named Parker, became aware of what was in progress.

This person, who had neither talent nor influence, was yet re-

doubtable through the mortal dislike he had for Eliice, whom he

had accused, in times past, of divers fVauds, in his speculations

with other traders. Parker lived retired in England, upon a

fortune he had made in Canada. As soon aa he found out that

the Union bill, then passing through its early stages in parlia-

ment, was the bantling (oeuvre) rather of Eliice than of the min-

istry, he hastened to the colonial-office, and denounced it for the
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sinotj work of a Kooundrel (fripmi) ; but no attention was thorc paid to hifl

represontfttionfl. Thoy found, however, more ncoeptanco with Sir

Jainc8 Maekintosh, Sir Franoirt Bordott, and Bonio other (distin-

guiflhcd) commoners. An oppoHition w ts got up af>ainst the bill,

and it wa^ thrr wn out. on the second reading. It was at thi«<

time were heard those strange expressions, emanating from Mr.

Wilmot, a member of the cabinet : * " I implore the house to

pass this bill at once. If it be postponed till next year, ho many

petitions against it will be poured in, that it will be all but imt)OH-

sible to carry it, however beneficial its provisions are, even for

those who will resist it, through ignorance or prejuuice. It is of

the greater consequence that it should become law, if only to solve

the difficulty which has arisen through the contestations of the

legislative council and provincial assembly of Lower Canada."

Despite this earnest official adjuration, Sir James Mackintosh and

his friends successfully persisted in their opposition to the mcft-

Bure, which thus got shelved, for a year at least in any ca ">.

The bill, thus disposed of for tlie time, much abridged colonial

freedom in general, and that of Lower Canada in particular. It

gave to the latter a far smaller modicum of representation than

to the upper province. It vested in the council—a body of

crown nominees—the privilege {droit) of taking a part in the dis-

cussions of the people's representatives. It abolished the use of

the French language (in the debates and public acts of the legis-

lature) ; and limited the religious liberty and rights of the ca-

tholic (Canadijkn) church. It restrained, too, the right of the

assembly touching the disposal of the imposts levied for state

uses. Briefly, the whole measure was drawn up with the most

hostile feeling to us, and with a decidedly retrogressive spirit

:

had it passed, it would have reduoed every French-Canadian almost

to the abased state of an Irish catholic.

Intelligence of the furtive introduction of such a measure as

that to the commons house of parliament, created a profound sen-

sation in Canada. A cry against the perfidy of its concoctors

«

* A mistake. Sir Eardley Wilmot could not be a member of the ca-

binet. He W..J at that time, wo believe, under-secretary of state for the

colonies.

—

B.
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forthwith arose :
'* There could bo no longer an^ loubt aa to the

nature of the ministerial resistance to the will ' the country

rej»arding the (voxel) question of the supplies. Ti aim of all

became too apparent I" Still, good-will for the British people was

not quite extinct in the Canadian breast. I'ublio meetings, how-

ever, were immediately convoked, in all parts of Canada, to enter

a prot^cst against the conduct of the home government on the oc-

casion ; and committees of remonstrance were organised to draw up

and tran.smit petitions, signed by or in name of the French-Cana-

dian jieople, for presentation to the imperial parliament, to stay

the progress of the measure then (supposed to be) under its con-

sideration. Montreal and Quebec set the example.* Un the

I4th of Octolmr, a ecmntcr-demonstration took place at Montreal,

at a meeting of tlie unionist partisans, Mr. Richardson acting as

chairman in this their first public meeting. Several of the per-

sons present on the occasion uttered discourses, in the course of

which they voiced, without restraint, to their antipathy against

the French Canadians ; some of them giving vent to a pentrup

hatred which they had long concealed. Of this species tliero was

a remarkable exemplar in the person of Mr. J. Stuart, the very

man who had been previously designated, so many times, by the

assembly as worthy of becoming its ageiit in Loudon ; but who

now discredited its choice by disclaiming sentiments which he once

professed to vindicate with the utmost ardour, " The reasonings

of the French-Canadians," he now said, " are founded either on

prejudices, which ought to be extirpated ; or on (petty) local

interests, which ought not to bo taken into account in the settle-

ment of the present question." As if the language, the laws>

the institutions, of a people (to use the words of the Spectator),

could be rightly chissed aa " prejudices "I A portion of the

British-deri'.'cd inhabitants, settled in the new townships (^can-

tons) of Three-llivers and Montreal, near the American north-

eastern frontiers, followed the example set them by their compa-

triots of Montreal. But in Upper Canada, a majority of the

* The Montreal meeting took place, Oct. 7, 1822 ; it was presided hj

Messrs. Quy [Uugy7Jaml Vigor. Tliat of Quebec was holden Oct. 14.

In both towns, committees were aominated by tbosc preseut.
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inhabitants pronounced against the projected union ; declaring

generally that thoy were well content with the constitution as it

then stoud, expressing a desire, at the same time, that it should bo

transmitted unimpaired to their posterity : remarking also, that

the Union bill then in parliament would abridge, in."- tc\d of ex-

tending, their rights and libcriics. This (unexpecto/i) ' pposi-

tion disconcerted the unionists, who began, in a short time, while

they were waiting the result, to despair of their cause.

Meanwhiio petitions, crowded with opposition signatures, were

getting up ; bearing the names of seigneurs, magistrates, ecclesi-

astics, officers of militia, farmers, traders, &c., to the number of

00,000 and upwards. In contradistinction to the petitions of

their adversaries, those of the remonstrants were couched in be-

fittingly moderate language, and solicited only that justice should be

done in the case. It sufficed them, that the truth had been stated

by their exponents with the calmness and gravity the occasion

called for ; their motives being good, their cause sacred, and the

prolTered reasou.swhy " the bill should not pass," likely to carry

conviction to th ^ mind of judg(!S called on to proscribe a people

without allowing them an opportunity to show cause against the

infliction. These petitions were tranyniitted to London, during

the recess of the provincial parliament ; the representative branch

of which, us soon us it should be allowed to meet, would, as a

matter of course, lift up its voice against the Union projec in

name of the whole country. They were conQdedto Messrs. ipi-

neau and Neilson, an were also those, drawn up in a kindred sense

transmitted from Upper Canada. Not waiting for whut might

ensue, the governor convoked the p;irliament for early January,

1823. M. I'apineau, president of the aasembly, being absont, a

substitute had to be found; and M. Valliires dc 8t. Ileal was, by

a majority of votes, elected to fill the chair, preferably to Messrs.

Bourdages, Vigor, and Tasehereau, proposed in succession by

tiseir respective IViends for the presidency.

The assembly immediately entered into a discussion on the

Union bill, and passed the most energetic resolutions in its denun-

ciation. Mr. Ogden, leader of the unionist party (Voppodtion),

proposed an amendment in its favour. •' The Canadians," said

he, " can have no hostile feeling against the subjects of their own

11
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sovereign, nor, by consequence, any repugnance to adopt the lan-

guage, the manners, or habitudes (caractire) of the great family

;

or to form, for the interest of all, one dependency out of the two

provinces. The union bei yc« n England and Scotland had the

happiest results. The interests of the people of the two Canadas

ought to bo the same. It is true that groundless prejudices were

given up, in order that harmony should prevail. It is unneces-

sary to explain what has occasioned the alarm taken at tlio mea-

sure submitted to the house of commons ; tuat, as the govern-

ment knows, has been caused by jealousy ; by distrust of the

honour, of the regard for justice, which really actuates the execu-

tive ; that evil is due alone to those who, with too much success,

awaken the apprehensions of the ignorant and inconsiderate. It

is, sometimes, Uie duty of legislators to benefit the many, even in

their own despite."*

Mr. Ogden's amendment was not entertained, as its tenor was

in direct opposition to that of the resolutions adopted just previ-

ously ; and only three other members adhered to its terms, when

the mover appealed to the assembly against the decision of the

president which ignored it.

• Ay ! 30 8ay8 every one now, as well aa did Mr. Ogden. Rut, this

time a century ago, opinions on the subject, in both of the " paired not

m(itched" British kingdoias coupled by the act of Union (or disunion) cor-

ruptly and Ireachorously consuitimated in 1707, were very much divided

indeed. Thirty yaars before 17C0, rs;ain, the Union with England still

stank so much in Scots nostrils, that there was not a true man in North

Britain who would not have parted with a finger from cither of his

bands, could the dear fatherland have been thereby disenthralled from

English oppressions and insolencies. Talk of Frenoh-Canadian or even

of Insh " wrongs," (except as regarded religion in the Intter case) :

they were justice itself, if put in comparison with the grievances and

humiliations the Scots had to ecdure for half a century posterior to the

Union epoch. Scotland, up till the close of the 18th century, made her-

self what she then was, and still is—one of the best-considered, if not

the most considerable nations of Europe—not by tha grace of England,

but in spite of her. The English people as a people (their rulers being

usually somewhat exceptional in spirit), ever did their beat—and worst

.^to keep their fellow-subjects of North Britain in the back-ground of

every field, but that of war.—B.
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10 exeou-

The logislativo oounoil itBolf, intimitii; .ed by the nil but uni-

versal public (iinnonstratLons agoiuBt the measure, declared, after

prolonged discussion, ngaiuHt the union of the two Canodas; (but

only) because, if effected, it might embarituk. tho administration.

As the assembly had done, it sent nddresseci on the subject, in that

sense, to Messrs. Papineau and Neilson, for transmission, one to

the king, and one of two otlters fur each house of parliament. These

were not voted, however, without some opposition; for the most

ardent unionists in the council, Messrs. Richardson, Hyland,

Grant, Irvine, McKenzie, anc Folton, protested j^ainst the reso

lution come to by the majority
.; the latter, for once, sotting them-

selves in direct opposition to the secret polity of the colonial-

office. The editors of the Canadian Times of Montreal, also, in

accord with the six protesting councillors, printed diatribes (ar-

ticles violents) against the majorities in tlio two chambers ; which

strictures provoked the assembly to order the writers or printers

of them to be arrested as libellers ; but their persons were (for-

tunately) out of the assembly's jurisdiction.

During the interval, the settlers in the Eostern Townships, im-

pelled by government agents, complained that their interests had

been neglected by the Lower-Canadian l^islaturo ; and demanded

that they should be represented t'rerein. Lord Dalhousie there-

upon recommended, that the Imperial Parliament should be ap-

plied to, to enable this to be done. The governor, in a despatch

dated April 6, 18'^5, to the colonial minister, approved also of the

oounoirs having rejected the bill passed for increasing the general

representation. The authorities knew not what step to take, in

order to neutralise the numerical preponderance of the Freich-

Canadians in the assembly, or how to augment the number of the

representatives of British origin : the members of the latter race

already iiuieh exceeding what the relative amount of the Anglo-

Canadian population of the lower province warranted. Never-

theless, the a-ssembly accorded the right of representation to the

Eastern Townships ; which were, for that purpose, detached from

the districts of Montreal and Three Rivers, and erected into the

electoral district of St. Francis : in< which, also, were established

courts of law, and judicial jurisdiction, having the village of Sher-

brooko for its central point (chef-lieu). At the solicitation of the

r
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govorntnent, the assembly likewise granted an ir oj\.!»8fl cf wliry

to S'v" Francis N. Burton, who liad just conic to the ^oud*.* an

lieuteiiant-govornor.

The chamber still wished to nomin. tc Mr. MnrryatT, a.; »gvut

for the province in London ; but as soon as this was proposed,

the council resisted as bcibre. The assembly sanctioned by it^

votes the unaccredited expenditure of the governor, during the sus-

pension of the supplies, and also accorded divers sums for public

and charitvblc uses ; such as £50,000 for the Chambly canal,

£12,000 for that of Lachino, £2,000 for the encouragement of

agriculture, £850 for Montreal general hospital, and £2,000 for

the Hotel Dieu of Quebec.

It was expected that the vexed question of the supplies would

now be taken up, with a repetition of the debates which had

troubled the country during so many years; but, contrary to the

cxiK'ctation of many persons, the difficulty received a teniiwrary

solution, through the government taking the precaution to separate,

in the estiniutcs Hont to the asseuibly, the civil-list allowances from

the other ilems of anticipated expenditure. This evasive device

((/t's^inc/tow) displeased both contending parties ; but, by Isriring

recourse to general terms, susceptible of double interprevution,

hostile pretensions were neutralised, and the supply bill wjis allowed

to pass the a*sc>Tjbly, which on its part sanctioned it also, probably

at the insUuicc uf the higher powers. That some uudevhand influ-

ence was exerted upon the members is presumable from the fact,

that the council intiuiated it gave way in ihia instance lor .«|XK;ial

reasons, bu'. which would not prevent it from rejecting such a

money bill in future.

The council, as a body, rec? ivii: a discrediting shock, about this

time, through the bankruptcy or one of its ehiels, reeeiver-genurai

Caldwell. For a long time, the assembly suspected that function-

ary of malversation ; for its members could not see how a person,

of capitid so limited as his, could engivge in trading speculations

to the extent lie did, without diverting public moneys from their

proper uses. One of the chief motives, in fact, for the assembly's

persisting in its mode of granting the supplies, was to constrain

the government to furnish a clear statement of the actuaJ condi-

tion of the colonial finances. The opposition, which knew thi«
try,
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Ikot, osod every effort to cause the nueeinbly's desire to Ik frus-

trated. The leaderB of orposition being intiiuafu fusncia m" the

receiver-general, attending at hit fevsis and sharing in his (Becm-

ing) opulence, were induci«i for these reasons, added to class sym-

pathies (^gympathie de aiste), to back his pretexts, and sustain

whatever reasons ho chowe to assign, for refusing (or delaying) to

furnish to the assembly the financial information they usually

demanded of him. But all things have an end ; and Caldwell

was obliged to announce, in 1822, that he had no more funds to

defray charges for part of the year yet to come. The chamber

declared that the receiver-general ought to have in hand, by esti-

mation, at least £100,000 ; and that it would sanction no further

reimbursement, to favour unoonetitutional operations. This re-

fusal, which on any other occasion would have led to a wrangle,

(une a-iae), was received almost without a word of complaint by

the execuiivo oouncil,which evidently wished to eschew(for the time)

a feud with the assembly, and even, contrary to custom, testified

its contentment with the sessional business that had been transact-

ed. The governor, on his part, upor proroguing the parliament,

said, " I have seen with satisfaction that the different subjects sub-

mitted for your consideration in the course of this session, have

been discussed with all that diligence and attention which the pecur

liar circumstances of the province so much required It only

remains for me to offer my warmest thanks for your assiduous and

laborious attCi^danoe. The hopes I lately expressed to you have

been fully realised ; and I think it must be gratifying to you to be

assured, that I esteem the result of the session to bo at once hon-

orable to yourselves and useful to your country." But, at the

same time, he deprived Mr. Neilson, jun, of the governmental

recognition of his newspaper as the officiiU Gazette, and bestowed

it on a new journal, which he caused to be establisiied in Quebec,

under the direction of Mr. Fisher, one of the editors of he New
York Albion. He thus punished the son for the opposition [can-

duite) of the father; and, at the same time, set up an organ

under his own patronage, upon which ho could always reckon for

inserting his communications, and defending his acts. In this

regard, he followed home precedents. But every British minis-

try, which has its hired journals to maintain cabinet opinions, is

Vol. III.—

s
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responaibltt to parliainent ior its acts ; so that, after all, minis-

terial newspapers aro but cxponeotn of the political party which ha8

a majority in the two houses, and lu in y)Ower iTor the time. In

Canada, on the contrary, (sudi) Kj«ponwbiliiy not existing, and

tiio govcrnnjcnt not being (necos^ari!;)/) suataincd by a majority,

the official journal, far IVora bec.omiu{; more influcatiul through the

direct countenance of (chd oxeoutive, i« likely to Icbc it m soon as

it begins to advocate unpopular do43trin«8; and tbia n^tulthuditot

long to be waited foi- in the prcwnt case. '

Messrs, Fnpineau and Neilwa had been reoeive<l in London

with diHtinguishcd conBidenation, The unanimity amonj; the Ca-

nadians (in repudiating the Union bill) at first stayed the action

ot the uiiiiidters, and they promised to withdraw the measure. At

ihi) first interview the two dolej^utes had with under-8e«retary

Wilmot, he said t*) theio, " Rest aflsured of the truth of what i

now say, bat you need not repent it : the government desircfi that

there bo no further discussion ([hrnii) in par)i»Dienton the IJniou

subject, and it will not be propftsed for 'his sesfsion." Tuey has-

tened, neverthelees, to conuuunicate thia aafiuranec to Sir James

MaekintciHli, whocongri&tulatcd theio on the turio affairs had taken;

.iiisuring them that they might rely on the cabinet pledge thus

j^iven.

They had already solicited the a'd of the party ealled " the

Saints," comjiosed of disse^iters,* They now, at the instance of

the coW>nial und- r-secretan., abstained from sending^ in petitiors

for preHcntation to the two houiies of parliament, and contented

themselves with reiiiittinp to the minister a 'oemorial detailinir the

reasons wliich tlie Canadians had for adhering to the constitu-

tion of 1 71^1.

' It was advanced, w this memorial, that nine-tenths of the in-

habitants, and all the a)n8titutional authorities of the colony, ro-

pudia'uid the ministeiial riioasure, because it was pregnai.: with

extreme danger. The memorialists enlarged on the fidelity of the

Oanadias? during the war of 1812-13
; upon the difference exist-

* Th'a ia ii mistake. There were no (avowLcl) diascuters iu the house

ofcomni J8, 1 1' the " Corporation and Teai Repeal Act" (9 Geo. 4, ch.

17) vrm piss a. William Wilbcrforce, the stoutest of Anglican l«j

chaiupious, was leader of " the Saints " at the time mentioned.

—

B.
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ing between British social relations and those o( Canada ; iUso on

the evils which would assuredly result if political changes were made

contrary to tlie declared wishes of the Canadian people. They

intimated their opinion, that it was beneficial to subordinate provin-

ces, having legislatures, for their frontiers not to be over-extend-

ed; they remarked, that the distance between the gulf of St.

Lawrence and the head-waters of Lake Huron was more than

500 lesiguea ; that tliere was great diversity of climate in this vast

range of territory, and con8C(|uently, tliat communications between

its several parts were both difficult and costly, especially during

winter-time; whilst, in the like stretch of country, on the Ameri-

can side, there were seven distinct states, each with independent

facilities for self-legislation and intercourse with their neigh-

bours.*

" But it is not alone an account of the distances of place, or

varieties of climate, or seasonal vicissitudes, that the measure

would be detrimentid to Canadian interests. It is an acknowled-

ged fact that not only are the lawd which affect property and civil

rights different in the two provinces ; but also their customs, habits,

religion, and even prejudices, materially differ. The people hold

firmly to whatever benefits they have been secured in the en-

joyment of, by Great Britain. The wi.se.st, the moat disinterested,

the most erudite legislator that ever was, would not be able to con-

bine their scattered liigism into one code, without unsettling the

property holdings they have acquired, under diverse laws (at dif-

fering times)." Messra. Ncilson and Papineau afterwards pjissed

in review the various articles of the Union bill : they protested

against that which gave to Upper Canada a representation in as-

sembly thrice greater than that allowed to Lower Canada, relatively

to the populff^ion of each ; also against the too high property qua-

lification demanded for membenship, and inerjuality of proposed

taxation. The article authorizing the governor to nominate

(hybrid) executive councillors, entitled to sit and debate but not

vote in assembly, was, in their estimation, a strange deviation from

British constitutionality ; and it was added, that the intent to

* This memorial, dr»wn up by Mr. Neilson with the aid of M. Papineau,

is one of our ablest stbto papers.



276 HIOTOKY OP CANADA.

proscribo tho French language in the cimmber had caused great

excitement of itself. " The speech of his race, of his paternal

household, the words he first learned to speak, are dear to every

man, in all lands," they urged ; adding, that diversity of language,

raising a moral barrier between invaders and invaded, had been one

great moanK for saving Canada to Britain at the American revo-

lutionary e]|X)ch. Our deputies also protested against the article

in the bill which aimed at a nomination of the parish priesta

(curh) by the governor and bishop conjointly, in revocation of all

ecolesia!<ticnl canons, and even of the rules of incumbency in the

Church of England (usage de Vifflise protestants). They con-

cluded their memorial by demanding, that were the measure ever

to i:>e taken up again, the governor should be enjoined to order a

census to be made of the Canadian populations ; and that a law

should be sanctioned for Lower Canada to nominate commissioners

charged to defend, in England, the integrity of tho provincial

constitution.

The home government was ever on the alert, as we have seen, to

encroach on ecclesiastical functions, by getting hold of nominations

to parish charges, and thus keeping the catholicfl dependent on the

'state authorities. But religion, ever stronger than temporal things,

yea even the most potent civil polity, set up insurmountable barriers

to the ambitious usurpation and (spiritual) prejudices prevailing

in the colonial-office. The reproduced attempt, mode in that di-

rection, nevertheless disclosed the source whence proceeded Craig's

antagonistic spiritings.

The minister, unable to encounter so strong and so general an

opposition to his measure, was fain to withdraw it. But our

agents did not feel warranted to implicitly rely on any appear-

ances, after what had passed. Despite ministerial assurances that

the bill would certainly not le re-introduced for the current session

at least, it was agreed between Messrs Papineauand Neilson, that

the former should remain in London till the time of prorogation,

to guard against a surprise.*

* It was about this time that M. Papincau, being seated at a friend's

table, with Mr. Ellice and Mr. Stuart (unionist agent), the conyersation

tttruiog on the affairs of Canada, Ellice thui addressed our agent ;
** You
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M. Papiaeau had two intorvlowa with Lord Bathuret liimsolf,

soorotary of state for the colonies. The carl expressed his satis-

faotioD at the prospect of a break-up of the American oonfedcr^

tion. His belief of that event being imminent, was shared by

Sir F. Burdott, Sir J. Mackintosh, and Mr. Hume, but they all,

on the other hand, expressed their regret thereat. With the experi-

ence of history as a guide, they opined that with so immense a

territory as theirs the United States could not permanently sub-

sist under one republican form of government.

The decision of the British oabinot tended to calm Canadian

inquietudes, and to restore temporary harmony to the colonial

legislature ; but in special things as no change had tak> n place, tho

causes of dissension still remaining, it was sure soon io reappear.

The defalcations of the receiver-general became the first handle for

the opposition to work with ; and occasion was thence taken to

condemn the whole administration of the pro\'inoial govcrment.

Thegovcrnor,fore8eeingthe effect which a Qnancial catastrophe would

seom quite easy on a certain subject ; and I have loaroed, from a reli-

able party, that the cabinet has indeed given you an assurance that the

bill is shelved, but it will bo Toproduced. If ministers leave the matter

there,! shall expose them (je le$ d6Bkonorerai),(or I hold their plsdge,f,iven

before witnebses, to go on with It." Messrs. Papineau and Neilsok>, uaeasy

at what the former had heard, waited on Sir James Mackintosh, and

communicated with him. He assured them that they need not fear :
" as

for Ellice," added the knight, '* ho is a braggadocio, of no weight or in-

fluence. IIo will not dare to put in act the foolish words he has spoken.

Through the medium of some friends, I shall find ways to cool his

courage. He is of no account among us, further than as the son-in-law

of Lord Grey."

At a later time, M. Papineau met Mr. Ellice at Sir. F. Burdett's. Mr.

P. (adverting to the Union bill) got the baronet to acknowledge, that

If the majority of Canadians were as hostile to the measure as ho was

assured, to persevere in the measure would bo to stultify wliig profes-

sions, so often repeated, of paying ull attention to the will of populations

as expressed in majorities ; and, therefore, that the Whigs must retire

their Union bill : whereupon Ellice assured Sir Francis, that, in the pres-

ent case, " the majority is ignorant, and made fanatical by the priests."

He also violently attacked the Montreal seminarists, denounced certaia

seignorial dues (lods et ventea)
; and assured Burdett, that. In consort

with Mr. Stuart, ho was preparing a bill to change feudal tenures, trust*

lag to turn to good account horeby his own soignory of Beauharnols. '^
i 1
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amurndly produce, had lifted only a corner of the curtain which

hid the particulnre, 8o nfl to deaden the first sensation. Thus,

during the session just closed, he intimated that there was soiue-

thin<^ wrong in the public aocompts. In the next session, begin-

ning Nov. 25, 182'J, ho informed the cliambers that Caldwell

(whom he suspended from the exercise of his functions only two

days before) was £90,000 sterling in arrear, a sum equal to

two entire years* revenue of the colony. This announcement

completely justified the worst fears, expressed or hinted in times

post, by the assembly, as to the disordered state of the provincial

finances, and gave its members a right to suspect the administration

of corrupt connivance with functionaries {criaturvsi) of its own

nomination. There was so much negligence in Caldwell's depart-

ment, that inquirers could not ascertain whether he liad provided

any personal securities for those who had trusted him to fall back

upon. Such were sought for in Canada, but none found. The

governor wrote to Earl Bathurst, asking to be informed whether

there were any such, and if so, to what amount, in the hands of

the Treasury officials, in London. It was said (connu) that Cald-

well had given security, in Britain, to the extent of £10,000, and

I)ad promised to find parties in Canada to answer for him to a like

amount; but, for retisons unknown to the public, ho was allowed

to be installed without realizing his promise. The receiver-gene-

ral, as well as the custom-house officials, were at the time of his

advent nominated directly by the lords of the treasury.

In the governor's discourse on opening the session, he expressed

his regret to be obliged, upon this as on the like occasions preced-

ing, to advert to financiid difficulties ; but as such really existed,

he felt that it would be his duty to bring them, in full detail uiider

the observation of the provincial legislature. Meantime, now that

Caldwell was ousted from office, such funds as he rendered up

had been placed under the control of a member of assembly and

a councillor, without whose privity no transaction would be sanc-

tioned.

Caldwell now offered to give up all his property and effects,

provided that they were accepted for a receipt in full of all demands

;

stipulating, however, that if such a composition took place, a

liiigD sum, still due to bio father for ttf.tc services, should be paid

18 a
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to him ! Tho aBsombly paid no regard to Huch a demand, utadc

by a public pooulator; and, adopting the BontimentH ex-

pro88ed in a report by a oomiuittco of the house, declared the

home government roHponsible to the colony for his malvcrsationd.

Further, in an addrosa, on the subject, to the king, it wan ex-

plained thai tho mischief had originated while the colonial finances

were under entire imperial direction, and, as all interference with

them had been resented or evaded, those who wished to stay the

evil could not although they really tried to do so : therefore, the

assembly confidently trusted to his Majesty for ordering justice to

be done in the case.

Concurrently, another fiscal agent, Mr. Perceval, collector of

customs in Quebec, was accused of exacting undue moneys from

traders. When the assembly asked for his suspension (till in-

quiry could be made) it was met with assurances that he was a

thoroughly honest, conscientious (^ititigre), and diligent officer,

one who conformed strictly to the laws and his instructions ; and

therefore, all that could be done in the case, was to transmit to

London a copy of the charges made against him in Canada. It

is a notable fact, that, at this very time, Perceval was defending

himself against personal actions then before the local courts, which

ended in his being cast in damages.

The governor had been trying to sow divisions among the country

party (/e parti Catiadien), hoping at least, to detach from it some

of the more influential members. Nov. 23, 1823, ho addressed

to M. Valli^res, president of assembly, a memorial on the financial

question, in which he exhorted it to let bygones be bygones, and

the future only be cared for. The chamber accused Dalhousie

of spending provincial moneys without legislatorial authority.

The charge was true ; but what if he did ? He could not help

himself otherwise ; for the chamber itself refused to furnish need-

ful supplies, and he was right not to take the i)erilou8 responsibi-

lity of stopping the state machine altogether. He had done no

more, in this regard, than Pitt (the younger) did in ^Britain

before. Such was his defence ; to t^hich he added a volunteer

observation, that the late defalcation <!erved to prove the necessity

there was for auditing tho public accounts annually.

Dalhousie invited M. Volli^res to come to the oastle every
-:il

i 1
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morning, and confer with him on public affairs; but nothing

could come of (familiar) conferences, if the governor did not

make real concessions to the assembly. M. Yalli^res' personal

influence was not great enough to cause his views to be

adopted as those of the majority, supposing they were effected by

the governor's inspirations. If the latter had used intentions

shaking the firmness of the people's representative, by flattering

his individual self-love, the president of the chamber could not

but be aware that his reputation would suffer were he to advance

a step in the road which he would be advised to take.

The discussion which took place on the Canadian trade bill,

passed by the Imperial parliament in 1822, which fixed the quota

of customs revenue assignable to each province, proved that Papi-

neau's party—opposed, on this point, to that of Valli^res'—was

stronger than the latter ; since a majority voted that the law

should remain as it was, wherever the Valli^res* party wished it to

be abrogated.

In the estimates placed before the chambers, a distinct line

was drawn between those expenses the payment of which was pro-

vided for by fixed allocations, and those for which the liquidation

of assentient voting was indispensable. The latter class of items

amounted, collectively, to a total of £34,000, which sum the gov-

ernment asked the chamber to provide. The debates, when the

particulars came to be discussed, were extremely violent. M. Pa-

pineau moved, that all supplies should be refused ; and declaimed

with great energy against the conduct of the governor. Without

going so far, the assembly did not vote the money for paying

the public functionaries, till an abatement was ma'^e in all

their salaries of 25 per cent. This reduction determined the

council, at once, to reject the settlement entirely. The assembly,

setting aside the estimates, in their original form, voted a civil

list of £43,000 in totality, which was to include payment of all the

salaries ; including those which the government considered as being

out of the assembly's control, as well as all the rest. The council,

after repudiating the whole transaction, voted a supplicatory ad-

dress to the king, praying that he would take into consideration the

evils which would inevitably result from the aotaal state of things

la the colonial legislature; and advising that the Imperial parlia-
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ment should adopt suoli measures as, it indicated, were proper for

bringing it to an end. '<
"^ ''"< !-•,'<'' h '> '

Dalhousie, meanwhile, applied to the assembly for a reimburse-

ment of the sums taken from the military fund (caiase) to defray

eivil expenditure in 1822 and 1823, amounting in all to about

jE60,000. The asfiembly chose to look upon the governor's hav-

ing recourse to Imperial moneys on those occasions as a personal

favour accorded to serve the convenience of the (defaulting) re-

eeiver-general, as that functionary had (meaning, ought to have

had) £90,000 of a surplus in hand. It was arguod, that if Cald-

well, in those circumstances, applied to the governor for aid, the

latter might have assured himself that the man vras insolvent

;

and had betrayed his duty by not cashiering him at once.

The assembly refused, also, to subscribe an address to the king,

drawn up by the council, against the right, claimed by the Ameri-

can congress, to the free navigation of the St. Lawrence. And
as the " Canada Trade Act " vested in the governor the power

of changing seigniorial tenures into landholding by " free and

common succage," the Assembly presented an address to Lord

Dalhousie, asking him, if he made any such changes, to leave out

the French-Canadians (les habitants) from such mutations, ..nd lot

them follow the beaten track.*

The rupture was now complete between the two chambers.

The governor, not being able to obtain anything he had asked for,

prorogued the parliament, March 9, 1824.

His lordship ne^.t tried to revive ecclesiastical disser.sions

;

and began by sending a memorial to the colonial minister, in

which he observed, that, ever since the Conquest, the catholic

bishop had exercised all the rights of church patronage, by nomi-

nating every one of his clergy (dans son clergi). He urged, that

it was time such an abuse were rectified, as it deprived the king of

a most important part of his influence, he being the head of that

' ' ' " .1 .1 - II — .M I I I a. I I II M . I ——....
I . ., I II. I I H

• Thus we interpret the original of the above passage ; but lest we
have misapprehended the author's meaning, we here subjoin his own
concluding words :

—" .... elle (la chambre) pr^senta une adresse d

L. D. pour le prier, s'il faisait ce changement, de laisser aux habitants le

droit d'avoir des terres moyennant les charges et redevances ordinaires."

Ill, 239.-5.

1
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church (the catholic) as he was (chef) of all others.* In another

despatch dated Dec. 19, 1824, he maintained that to the British

crown appertained, of right, all the prerogatives of the kings of

France, arising from the liberties of the Oallican Church; and he

solicited that the royal authority thus devolving should be extended

to him (the carl), to enable him to interpose between the bishop

and the Sulpicians, then at loggerheads. " The present catholic

bishop," he said, "arrogated to himself independent power;" but

his lordship intimated, that " it is not too late to take the reins of

absolute power out of his hands ; and a considerable number of

his clergy wish that the government would do so." The carl

likewise directed the attention of the colonial minister to a book,

the author of which was M. Chaboillez, in which certain passages

authorized a belief that the writer's sympathies were in favour of

the Sulpicians, and not of the bishop. .-" • •' * '
" <-vrr'*r^

Soon after the session closed, the governor left for Britain,

leaving Sir F. Burton in charge, as his locum tcnens. When the

elections took place, in summer-time ensuing, the opposition party

had its numerical strength increased ; but it was not inclined to

be hard upon the lieutenant-governor, for the assembly was aware

of Burton's good intentions generally. They knew that he did not

allow the councillors to persuade him to delay the convocation of

the chambers to the latest moment ; nor, at their instigation,

would he refuse when the time came to recognize M, Papineau as

president of the new assembly. Nor was any fault found

with him when, thereafter, he refused to communicate to the

chambers the despatch, relating to the finances, from the Prince

Regent to Governor Sherbrooke, sent over in 1817. Still later,

again, he was taken at his word, when he assured the assembly,

that he could not find the ministerial despatches of 1820 and 1821

,

upon which was founded what the governor had advanced on the

same subjeet.f In the estimates which he sent to the chamber, the

public expenses were not divided into variable and invariable cate-

• We cannot believe, for a moment, that the Earl wrote any such

nonsense ; the only wonder is, that the author could be induced to print

so absurd an assertion.

—

B.

t Letter from Sir F. Burton to Earl Bathnrst, dated March 23, 1823.
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goricB ; so that the whole supplies asked for could bo scanned, the

items sanctioned or rcfueed, and the total agreed upon, voted or

disallowed, according to circumstances. Every one began to have

hopes that the financial difficulty was now solved, as it were, in

advance ; and the lieut.-governor himself shared in the momentary

illusion. But there had been assigned to Burton, by the govern-

ment, only a short-lived discretionary power, until his chief could

resume his functions, and (fortifcd by more precise instructions)

strain to arrive at a goal which had been always kept in view.

The immediate motive for Dalhousie's visit to head-q'iarters was

to personally inquire of the British ministers how they meant to

act, now that their union project had miscarried for the time. It

was not possible, after what had passed, that any similar measure

could be successfully smuggled through the *wo houses, as the con-

coctors of the late bill hoped it would j therefore a roundabout

way for attaining tlie desired end had to be sought for. The

governor meanwhile returned to Quebec, and early next year, Jan.

21 (1826), having re-opened parliament, he addressed a long dis-

course to the members of assembly and council, which was, in its

general tone, of a nature to continue the illusion that Burton's short

administration was calculated to conjure up. He spoke of com-

ioerce, of the administration of justice, of land registration, of edu-

cation, and of charitable institutions. Tiie chamber replied in a

kindred spirit. The governor rejoined, with an expression of his

satisfaction that his sentiments and those of the assembly were

so much in accord ; and declared, that he expected the happiest

effects would thence result for the commonweal. At his sug-

gestion, the assembly voted an address to the king, soliciting the

revocation of the ordinancei. of the Imperial Government changing

the tenure of lands in Canuia, and for introducing to the province

the laws ofEngland. In this document it was observed, that the mo-

tives which led the conquerors (la mitropole) to give a legislature

to the province, ought to suffice for preventing the Imperial Gov-

ernment from intermeddling with local legislation ; that (if it did

not thus abstain) it might commit grave errors, and cause great

injustice; and that, in the exercise of supreme authority, it

ought to respect its own work, by allowing the colonists to inter-

pret, in their own way, the powers hich had been confided to

them.
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* At no time pn>vlouf»ly l<n<l nny oirpumBtnnoo pIiuiMl Lower

Onnnc^n nnil it^ ro|>rf«*(*(UAtiv<^i* in ft nioro hunuliniing wt\»»tiou.

Tlu> inf'nonoo of Mr. KIHoo wim» pntvnt. under tho veil of iirgnincn-

tntion of H»p ooloniftl-offio«>. Hut wt the very nioinont whon jHHipIo

U»ouo;ht thnt thow rotnnlno(l no otluT nubjeotof dolwte iM'iwcon the

colonial nnd the Ttnperial pivornntont tlmn the (piectiun of tenurtw,

that of the supplies s^irgtMl up n\on> niennoinjily tlmn <n'er Iwforo.

While henrkoninff to the peaooAU wonls which l>«lhousie prolumnl

ftf\or his return, those persons iH>t tw yet quite assured hy the mild

ftdministrntiou of Hurton, u]>on the oe^nision referred to hiui their

douht,H retnoved, nnd oiineluded thnt all further finnneinl difficul-

ties wotdd he definitively surinouut<>d. So fur tVom this being the

caw, Karl Bathurst persist*>d still in denying tho right of the as-

sembly to dispose of the entire revenue; as will bo manifest to

any one who peruses a desjwtoh from his Lordship, addressed to

Sir V. Rurton, dated June 4, 18125. The bill of supply, assented

to by the latter, being good only for one year, the minister did not

advi.Ho the king to withhold his ass^eiit to it; but ho dii^cctini the

governor not to gi\-e to any the like his sanction in ftiture. The as-

sembly, on its part, in an address to the king, n>iterut<!d it« pro-

tensions. About the same time M. Papineau, once more presi-

dent of assembly, wrote a long letter to Sir tTames IMackintosh,

entering into a detail of the abuses in tho administration of tho

colony. *' At the last sitting of the legislative council," said he,

*• eleven councillors, all but two being public functionaries, de-

cl»rt>d that the resolution of assembly making the ix»ceivcr-general

responsible for all |>ayments n^ade without legislative authority, is

an infVaction of legality ; and they proclaimed tho principle, that

this officer is K>utui to act in accordance with tho instructions

which he receives tVom the executive council, and not with any

orders laid uj>on him by either of the chambera."

The parliament was prorogued, March 20, 1826 ; «nd was con-

voked tl>r Jan. 23, 1827. The governor ooa\munioated to the

chambers the roBpoase cl' the lords of the treasury, which declared

• Tliorc! fa an abruptness, at (his turn of the author's narration, which
th« translator is of course not answerable for, as the text has been ex*

actly followed, and nothing omitt«d.~Ji.
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thftt ihoy Mroro not llublo to pivy for tlu) dofiilontions of Cnldwdl.

As A rumour >vnH rifo timt otlior doKfintolioH rogardiii^ tho HUppliup

hftd bwn received l»y Kurtou, nnd Hint DalhouHio would not o(»n«

form to thotn iKtouuNo tlioy wore favouraMo to tlio pruitMixiotiN of

tho nnwMnbly, a copy of thoin was drnmudcd by the lattor. Djil-

houHio replied, that ho would uoninnuiicato their HubHtunoe
; and

uddod, " I feel every diNpositioti to give the fuUent infoiniatiou

tu tho a8Hond)ly on niattern of public int«reflt, but niunt dooliiie to

Jay bof<uo the j)UbUo the oorfefpondenoo of bin Majenfy'R niiiiiBterB

"with tho oxooutive g«)Vornnient of t'lo province. 1 t,hink Huoh a

courne objeetionablo, In Koueral ; and in thin particular case, inex-

pedient." ThiB reply was very imprudent ; for it left on the

niituln of thoHo to whcmi it waH addroHHod, an inipreKsion tlint he

had not imparted all that it wan im|nirtant to kiuiw, which yet

tho doHpatehoH contained
;
and thlH feeling the aHf.enibly expressed,

by calling into (luestion the avernients of the govern(»r.

The annual Hupplies were diwuHned, and voted in the wmie form

ns in the prweding year ; but not, aP then, allowed to pass, for

they were flatly refused, t^ir Francis Burton, wlio was bhuned,

during the interregnum., as we have seen, for sanclioniiig a bill

not confortnable to the instructions passed from ISherbrooke to

Balhousie, and which was supposed to be in his hands i\)r his

guidance ; Sir Francis, we say, had written to Lord Hathurst that

ho was ignorant of their existence ; observing, at the same time,

that they wore not to bo found in the swretary's reiH)sitories. Tho

Rsaembly-men, on their part, doolured that they were willing to vote

tho supplies u\ tho same form as that eniploycd in tho year 1825,

but not in conformity to tho estimates just presented. This

declaration brought nutttcrs to a suddcJi issue. Tho refusal of

tho supplies was tho most solemn censure that tho co\intry could

pass against the administration. Lord Dalhousie so understood

it, for ho proJ*ogued the clunnbcrs the next day. Preparatory

thereto lie ascended to the council hall, with sword girt to his side,

and followed by n numeirtus staff, glowing in scarlet and gold.

** I have come," said he, " to bring to a close this session of tho

provincial parliament; being convinced that nothing likely to

promote tho public interest can be now expected from your delibo-

rations. To you, gentlemen of the legislative council, who have
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attonded to your duties in Uuh sosaion, I offer my thanks on the

part of his Majesty, as an acknowledgment of the regard which,

by your presence, you have shown to the welfare of your country,

and also of that proper respect which you have manifested for the

sovereign from whom your honours are derived. Gentlemen of

the assembly, it is painful to me that I cannot speak my senti-

ments to you in terms of approbation and thanks Many years

of continued discussion of forms and accounts have proved una-

vailing to clear up and set at rest a dispute, which moderation and

reason might have speedily terminated."—He afterwards addressed

a long scries of reproaches to the members of assembly present at

his call, too well calculated to irritate the public mind.

'; I' •'
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JUt^HW^" CHAPTER III.

CRISIS OF 1827.

1827-1828.

<*

Now Criflis.—Address of M. Papiiicnu, and of ii portion of tho mctnbors of

Assembly, in reply to tlio spcecli of tlio Governor wlien closiiin llie

session.—Public Meetings.—Diatnissftls of Milititi officers.—Tlie Cana-
dian press.—The Flections.—Meeting of Parliament.—The Governor

refuses to acknowledge M. Papineaii as president of assembly.—Par-

liament prorogu' d.—Address of Dalliousie's partisans to the King.

—

Public meetings convened everywhere.—Address to the King and

to the Imperial Parliament.—Mr. Walker, editor of the Siieclator,

arrested twice.—Messrs. Neilson, Vigor, and Cuvillier deputed to Lon-

don witli addresses from tho (French) Canadians.—Mr. Gale sent

thither also,with counter-addresses.—Canadian affairs discussed in tho

British legislature.—Speeches of Messrs.lluskisson, Laboucliere, Hume,

Wilmot, Stanley, and Sir James Mackintosh, in tho house of commons.

—Tho address and counter-addresses of the contending parties referred

to a committee ; the committee's report thereon.—Mr. lluskisson suc-

ceeded, as colonial minister, by Sir George Murray.—The Committee's

report entertained, but neither adopted nor rejected, by the house.

—

Sir Q. Murray announces to the Canadian deputies, that measures are

in coLt3mplation (by tho cabinet) for terminating the dissensions.

—

Sir James Kempt succeeds Lord Dalhousio as governor. ..,, ..;,,| , •

The violence of tho Anglo-Canadian newspapers, and tho high

tone of Lord Dalhousio in his proroguing speech, announced a

new crifis. Amid tho perturbations of the time the Quebec

Gazette, still directed by Mr. Neilson, preserved a n oderate tone,

and expounded matters of public import with a c \lmness that

extorted the respect even of iis adversaries. The principal assem-

bly-men of Montreal district thought it their duty to reply pub-

licly to the governor's late address, in the form of a letter to tlieir

constituents. This address, written with as much circumspection

as the occasion called for, was signed by Messrs. Papineau, Heney,

Cuvillier, Quesnel, &c. Tho aim of those who drew it up was to

explain the conduct of the majority of assembly in such a way, as

to throw all blame for paralysing legislation on the shoulders of

u
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i\w fi;<>wrn(<f nnd h'\n Vi\\u\o\\W<^. It toiuUMl to Inthico n roolcc-

iion of tho oxintinn tniyjoiity, \i)i(>n noominH; tUpHoliition tlint could

not 1)0 Hvoiilod. Tlio (liH'unnMit tniulo a jtii'nt wonpnlion uioinitiDti^,

nmi l^viuiio wolt iti^h n niitnitl lot- n inovoniiMtt nnioog tlio iiiaKnop.

Tho rnrnl poptilntion^ \\'u\, in lliot, bo^titt to npponiMo. Tlio ivro-

lutionn pnwod on nvioh o<vnBion», i«onH\tml l>\t< firm nt t,l\o ontnofc,

btvnmo violont, nnii nocnuHiory. A lu^w olomont ol' trouldouHiiow

ptvMOMll)' i^xoitod \\w popolnr mind to l\\ry : tlu« wnw n doolnrntion

by tbo ntt,orm\v-g<M»ornl, that n,H tho conHtitiitionnl militin \n\\H lutii

thon liipflod rtnd not boen r<?i\owod, tbo nncient. ovilinin»ooH lor

©nibodying tho colonial ('oiv.'h niwcwarily nnivod ; and Lord

l>ftlhonNio, tollowinp up tluR nnnonnoonicnt, wnw pnuroodinn to re-

{nsitnto tbo old »'o|onl«l sy^toni »>r nuUtnvy ddcniw.

Sticli a j"OVcrtinji; to nionsnwo employed in despotic tlmo!«, wnn

vtttorly inctMnpntiblo with exinUng iV»>o inftitntionR. Tbo oppopi

tion jonrnalN woiv on tho aU'rt ; th«y rniwd appri'licnKions that

the »Ytrrtgi>»»Mvonow of the fifitvornmont would bo rculifcd rigi^r

otwly, and that this |K>lity would inflnpncc the approaching clcc-

imyn. The po\wnn»ont> dcnlmg with tho ofli(Vr« of nulitia wnn

jnado a «nhj»\^t of animadversion. 1 n olfoct, an Pon\o of thoni roftmcd

to command, and othcrn to olxsy, not a few were dinnuRscd

nitijgi^tbor. Tluwo last wore consithnvd as political martyin by tho

peoplo. iStill, o great tin^jority of the nuUtiamon confoinjctl to

th« law, by attending at dvil!. 1>alhon»io. whow condnct would

have Ivcn consnivd in Britain Ivid disobodimw boon general un-

dor big pway, haatt^ncd t*) cxpm'w bis w«tislaction at the niilitia,

for the most part, answering to the call made upon them ; and bcIb-

eti the occasion to exprem his ex|>cct«ti«m, that, maugrc all the

artilioiw which had be«n ured to implant suspiciox'.s in the popular

mind, the ditfeivnt twneible covjw of the jnxivincc never ccaKcd to

manifest that rv\U, olwdienco. smd mil^Mdination, which had ever

dislingxiinhed Canadians in aims, lie also replied, with warmth,

to the fiymjwthising addresses pixMented to him by bis partisans, in

Qii«l)ec, MontixW, and tlw Kastcrn Townships.

Meanwhile, journalifstro |^)leniivw were of » very anient cliarac-

t«r ; whil« tbe diwouwieia, p^^^ken nt public meetings, ot\en bi-cath-

ed il\e most pawionate (nationul) bate. The governmentjournals,

which ov»ghl to have been juodf^jtiie in tone, if only for policy's sake,
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iIoxoimuI«m| |«r>plo ; n fimlt vrhioli Minnxponoiitfl oJ' tlin Inttor tuniuil

t«i nnoount, it\ proving thnt. (Iiorn wn« n riMitod nntipntliy to their

rnco imionp; Hio citlonlflM ol' lltiiiwh ilonoont.

Houirt Kr«niflh-('nnn(Unn« n'Ridin;? In IMattuhnrj?, N.Y., ffiA, tip n

nowBpupnr tlicro on\'\\h{\ f Ami dn l\'ii)tf*'^tt} imllonto (ilnllo (!(ui«-

(liiuiiBm. TlniB illd Un wrHorw niMrouR their oonipntrint*:

—

"(!ii-

nn»linn«l chninn nro Itirgln^ lor you: it now iipjionrB thnt you

nro (looniod to nnnihilnJion, or {n \w ruled with n weptro of*

Iron. Yonr llhertlen nre Invnded, yonr rif»ht« violnted, yniir pri-

vllt^w nhojifdied, your reeliunntlonn oontoiiMUMl, your politimil

oxistoneo threntened with utter ruin Now in tho time (oiniuii-

fiwt your Ptienyth (rfMf)«r«v«), to dinpiiiy your ener^ry; iind to

convinoo the niother-cotintry nnd the honio which, lor hiill' ii

wntury, hnn played the tyrant'B pnrt nuiongyour liouujHtoudfl, thiit

if ye be RubJGflt«<, y« nro not ulaven."

Tho iWHemhly, whieh durill^ tho intervnl had boon dinnolved,

gained n oonipioto victory in tho oleotions. 'J'ho country party

Qhirti (Mnndifv) wnn inoreaHcd in number by several new mem-
bers, doRpite an ojjpoHition ^;ot up in Heveral places. In diHtriotH

to tho westward ol" IMontroal, at Horel, at Ht. WuBtaohe, Rovorai

j>iwti«an riots took place, with some attoiulnnt disorders
; but

still tho Fronoh-Oanadians carried the day. " Tho elections uro

nearly over," thus did tho Canadian /Spectator eumment on what

was goin^; on
;

" tho tVicfids of our king, country, aiul constitu-

tion have aehieved a signal victory. Tho funotionarics of ]jord

Dalhousie, and his whole gt)vernn»ental system, have boon (prac-

tically) comlemnod gouorally aiul formally."—^This paper was

edited by Mr. Waller, eon of un Irish baronet, and a jourtuilist

of great talent.

Tho governor, whoso |H)Uoy was thus solemnly denounced by tho

people's voico in this genonvl election, grow only the more obsti-

nate in adhering thereto ; and looked upon the opposition ohiefs

only as so many (incipient) rebels. As such, he vilipended them

in ft general onlor vi'hioh ho issued.

Tho result of the elections, and tho promulgation of tlio above

general order, manifosted the resolution the several parties had

taken to persevere in tho course oacU had entered on. Tho oUam-

VOL. III.—
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bora mot on tlio 20th of Novombor. The iiKMnixTH of iiNM<>inbly

having bocMi Hummanod by an u«bor to tbo It'jriHlutivo ooum;il

(ihaiubtT, tbo governor Hiinounocd (but lio ^vouKl oxplain lo tbciu

wliv tbcy bad boon oallod togotlior (tbuH ourly) ho Hoon hh tboy

Hboulil liavi- oKvtod a jtroHi«K>nt. Tbo niun of their choice ho do-

»ired to bo |)niMontod to bini !ioxt(biy.

M. I'ajtineau was propoMod by M, liOtonrnoau, M. VallitM'CH do

8t. lU''al by Mr. C)gden. After mune disctisnion, tbo votxw were

fuki n ;
when !10 nuMnbors pronounood for Papinoau, und only 5

for Vallit^roH. Thin remdt proved that tlie govornnicnt party in

the obandter wa» abnowt null
;

f<tr hoiiio even of those who voted

i^^ainst I'apinoau, were no iViendH of the administration.

Next day tbo aHHcmbly-mon repaired t(t the eimncil-room with

their prosiilent-elect, who infornu'd the governor of the choieo

they liad junt made. The latter remained seated on the throne
;

while the president of the covmeil, in reply to the annonneement

made, informed the assoiiddy that bin Mxeellency, in bis Majesty h

name, disapproved of their eboiee ; enjoining them to elect some one

else, and pn\sent him for apprtibation on Friday ensuing. This

ilisapproval was not unexpected; but, none the less, did it su[>ply

added offensive means to the opposition; a great majority in which

determined to maintain the ground taken up. Meanwhile, how-

ever, tbo presidential chair reniained vacant. On the pro{K)sition

of M. Cuvillicr, a declaration was made, that *' the choice of a

president of assembly ought to be froi*, and not subject to the ap-

])robation or disapprobatit)n of the executive ; that M. Papineau

had been properly chosen ; that the law did not make the gov-

ernor's approbation indispensable ; and that the annunciation of it,

upon such an occasion, was a mere formality." M. Papineau Wiis

then led to the chair, and installed ; upon which tbo members of

the (scanty) minority present retired. A deputation was sent,

afterwards, to the governor, to inquire when bo would receive the

members in a body, as before. Ho replied, that ho could listen

neither to message nor address, until a new president were elect-

ed and approved of. In tho evening of the same day, his lordship

prorogued tho parliament : an act of firmness on his part which,

the government journalists assured kirn thereafter, had saved the

country from a revolution, ^i^siimmiemm^ fe! i

'k-^'-.ltl ,i.t
<"»"'?
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Thfl opponltlon \)rcm yrm noxt tnkon to innk. .Tii(ll«'tii1 n(i(iui«n-

tlonH wort" ^^(»t up iigiiinwt mm or inon* jounmlH. At Moiitrciil, one

jury would not (>til<>rtiiin tlio clmr^^ow iim(J«> ; hut nnollicr, more

pliant, (IcoliinMl tliiit tlioro wns illrj^ul iniittur to bo foutHl in the

Sprrtdtin- of that oity. Kiir from loworinj^ tho tono of tho oppo-

nition ])rintH, tlin action tliuH iak(>n only Horvod to inNjjirit their

witoni. The pooplo tht»ni.Ht'lv(>H hoj^an to j^ot, ngitat»Ml. I'nhlic

mootinfi;H woro liohlcn in town and roimtry
;
and <<onimitt(<(<H or-

pmiHod for tnovin^ rcnionHtrant. nwdutiouH, and votiii}^ iKldrcHHOii

to tho king and iniporial pinlianiont. Tho party whi(^h niipport-

od DalhouHio, niunt^rioally w<iak in Oanada but Htronj^ in Hritain

through itH inllucnoo with tho ooloninl olVioo, whlolv had givon the

oarl ov(Ty nioiuiH for carrying out IiIh oooroivo policy—a ]M)rlion

of tho DalhouHic party, ho toHpnak, mot in Montreal, for the pur-

pow of concocting an addrcHH (through nalhouHie'H nicdiurn) to

Britain—aountry now constantly hariwsod by tho iniportunaoy

of its intractable and restloHS coloniHtH. It thanked tho governor

for "tho noble energy ho liad nianifcHted for imbuing (-anada

with a Hritiwh charactAir, and for Htriving to put an end to the divi-

sionH which diHlracted tho colony." It expreswed a hope, that the

acta of the Canadian assembly would induce tho liritish people, at

length, to abolish a defective Hystem of (mixed) colonial govern-

ment, which experience condemned, and which the pretensions put

forward by itw rei)re.sentativo branch had made intolerable.

Tho Dalhousic partisans locat(»d in the Eastern Townships and

elsewhere, in imitation of Montreal, drew up like addressca. On
tho other hand, tho partisans of tho assembly continued to agitato

with ardour. A numerous meeting of thorn took place in Mont-

real, which was presided by M. Jules Qucsnel, a leading citizen.

Messrs. D.-B. Vigor and Cuvillier were tho chief speakers on the

occasion, llonowed addresses were adopted, for transmission to

tho king and imperial parliament, in which the various abuses of

his power, already imputed to tho governor, on many occasions,

were reproduced and denounced.

Irritated more and more by these attacks, Dalhousio thought to

intimidate tho opposition journalists by rc-arrosting Mr. Waller

editor of tho Spectator^ when he was on his way to the assembly.

But this act did not prevent oucrgotio -addresses being adopted,
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everywhere, with the same unanimity as at Montreal. Messrs.

Neilson, Viger, and Cuvillier were appointed as deputies, to repair

to London with these documents, to which 80,000 signatures were

attached at short notice. The police director of Montreal (Mr.

Gale,* as it would seem) was sent to London with the counter-

addresses, and despatches from Lord Dalhousie. A report obtain-

ed currency at this time, that a new division of the Canadas would

be asked for; by which the island of Montreal and the Eastern

Townships were to be annexed to Upper Canada. Gale was a

violent partisan of the executive. His hatred for the French-Ca-

nadians was notorious ; and it was also known that he had written

many articles for the Montreal Gazette, which had advocated the

Union project ; and the demand still made that such a measure

should be effected, taking into account the semi-official character

of the journ?! itself, caused a belief that the call had been made,

through its columns, by the governor himself. . . -

The departure of the Canadian i.gents with the addresses did

not suspend the holding of public meetings, nor calm the fermen-

tation prevailing in the country.

The governor, on his part, continued to deal rigorously with

magistrates, militia officers, and the opposition press. Several

magistrates were displaced. The Gazette of Quebec hereupon

remarked, " Let the country despise these new insults I It can

fearlessly leave its destinies in the hands of a British king and gov-

ernment." Although this journa.! was more moderate in its oppo-

sition than the others, it did not escape prosecution. Four actions

for libel were raised against its proprietor, because he had published

resolutions adopted at public meetings.

While Lower Canada was thus struggling against its ^^vern-

ment, the Upper province was disturbed by like agitations. The

concurrence in opposition, of two populations of diverse origin,

gave an adventitious weight to the complaints of each against the

misgovernment which affected both. Before the addresses expos-

ing it reached Britain, Mr. Hume had made allusion to the dis-

* The author designates Mr. Gale as " chef de la police de MoLtrdai"

;

Mr. Christie gives him his right title, which was "chairman of the qtiar*

ter 863iiion8 " of the diatrict of that &aiae.-~£.
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oord existing in the Canadas, upon occasion of the army estimates

being discussed in a committee of supply. " The question," said

he, " is this : How are those colonies governed ? Are they admi-

nistered in a proper spirit, wisely, rationally ? Or, rather, does not

tht! government take every means to irritate tl^ . inhabitants, and

drive them into excesses from despair of obtaining justice? Why
have we, at this moment, 6,000 soldiers in the colony, if there be

no need for an army to coerce a people, who at once hate and fear

the government which rules them? What should we, mem-

bers of this house, say if we were treated as the assembly-men of

Lower Canada now are ? How should we like to have the man

we all but unanimously chose for our speaker, to be openly discre-

dited the moment we presented him to our sovereign for his ap-

probation ? Turn your regards towards the United States : they

have not, for the protection of their immense frontier lines, as many

regulars as we have in Canada. The same faulty system obtains in

all our colon'es, indeed ; and the British people are little aware of

the arbitrary rule imposed upon them ; for all military administra-

tors are naturally despotic. They ought to be superseded by civil

governors." ;'- >''''
;
'

-

''! '':-^''''"''<'i *'-
'

-; r. ; Urn

Mr. Huskisson proposed that a committee of the house should

be nominated to inquire into the condition of the two Canadas,

call for evidence, and report on the subject. *' There may be,"

said the minister, " many defects in the colonial constitution ; but

this was inevitable at the epoch of its initiation. The country

itself, its resources, its interests, were then little known ; and it is

not at all to be wondered at, that imperfections should exist in

that constitution, although it was drawn up by the greatest contem-

porary statesmen of Britain ; who had to fulfil the engagments enter-

ed into with the French colonists, and, at the same time, try to in-

troduce the advantages attaching to the laws, judicial procedure,

and administrative system of Britain. But the bill of 1791 gave

the power of examining and amending all those deficiencies which,

Pitt foresaw, would have to be supplied afterwards.

" France ceded Canada to Britain in 1763, unconditionally,

without stipulating, in any way, how the colony was to be admi-

nistered, but in full sovereignty. Its population did not then

exceed 65,G00 souls. France had introduced therein the feudal
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system in all its strength, or rather in all its deformity. This

system, and co-existent French jurisprudence {la coutume de

Paris), set up a bar against all progress."

The minister then adverted to the intention which George II

had, after the Conquest, of sending British colonists to Canada,

under promise of giving them a representative government and

establishing the laws of England. " Every effort was made," he

said, ** to introduce British jurisprudence and make it paramount,

up to the year 1774. Judges were sent out to administer it

;

but no legislature was established, on account of the insurrections

which supervened, soon afterwards, in the adjoining provinces.

To conciliate the Canadians, the intended full substitution of

English legism was departed from, and English criminal law

only took place of that of France. The continued use of

French law and custom was confirmed ; the catholic religion was

recognized as the faith of the majority ; and, instead of the French

system of taxation, the far less onerous British mode was establishcl.

" The declaratory act of 1778 gave to the colonists the right of

taxing themselves ; and this right was confirmed by the constitu-

tion of 1791. All imposts were to be levied by consent of the

i^islature only ; while Upper Canada was separated from the lower

province, with the intent that the former should have the institu-

tions of a British-founded colony. But a fault was committed at

that time, in apportioning the electoral districts (colUges ilecto-

ratux), not in accordance with extent of territory, but in ratio of

the population ; which arrangement had the effect of giving to the

seigniories an undue proportion of representatives.

" There remains for conpideration another difficulty, of a yet

graver character : the control of the colonial legislature over the

public expenditure. The imposts which replaced French taxation

were applied, in terms of the act of 1774, to the payment of civil-

list allowances and to defray the cost of the judicial administra-

tion. Their avails amounted to £40,00C with fines and confis-

cations. Other taxes, imposed by the legislature, and left at its dis-

position, touch a total of about £100,000. The assembly claims the

control of the entire revenue ; and, also, the right to decide who

are the proper parties, iu public oflice, to b salaried out of the

£40,000 just adverted to. The crown does not admit of that pre-
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tension, which, in fact, is founded neither on law nor custom
;

and the assembly, on its part, refuses to grant the annual supplies

in view of forcing the executive to accord to the representative

body the absolute control of the whole public income. Such is

the question at issue between the two legislative chambers

England is the parent of many colonies, one of these is now

among the greatest and most flourishing empires in the world ; by

that and others, we have carried our language, our free institutions,

and our system of laws, to the most remote corners of the globe.

What we have thus planted is now taking root, and what we now
Foster as colonies will be, no doubt, one day or other, themselves

free nations, the communicators of freedom to other countries.

If I am told that for this we have made great sacrifices, I say, let

it be so, for, in spite of those sacrifices, England remains, for its ex-

tent, still the most powerful, the most happy nation that exists, or

ever has existed. I say, moreover, that we should be well paid

for all the sacrifices we may yet be called upon to make, if we are

to add to the rich harvest of glory we have already reaped, by being

the parent of countries in which the same happiness and prospe-

rity that has distinguished this country will, I trust, for many

ages to come, be enjoyed. That will be our reward for establish-

ing our superfluous population, not only in America, but in other

quarters of the world. What can be a prouder feeling for English-

men, than that England has done its duty to the World, by at--

tempting, and successfully too, to improve it ? Whether Canada is

to remain for ever dependent on England, or is to become an inde-

dent state,—not I trust, by hostile separation, but b} amicable ar-

rangement,—it is still the duty and intercsst of this country to im-

bue it with English feeling, and benefit it by means of English

laws and institutions."

This discourse was very adroit ; the minister dissimulating the

financial question in addressing the British commons, among

whom the unlimited voting of supplies is a sacred right ; and

then, as above, artfully dilated on the credit that would redound,

if Britain could but make Canada a country as English at heart

as it was in name. The whole policy of the colonial-office, indeed,

tended to that end
; and Huskisson, never distrusting its reason-

ableness any more than doubting its feasibility, naturally ap-

' 1 7
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probated the existing colonial administration ; also expressing bis

disapproval, in tbe strongest terms, of the agitation got up against

it among the inhabitants. Each governor, in succession, had in

fact done no more than follow orders from head-quarters ; and

the appointment of Lord Dalhousie, soon afterwards, to the gov-

ernor-generalship of India, sufficiently proved that his conduct in

Canada was not only approved there, but was thought worthy of

recompense. We need not wonder, therefore, that the colonial

minister raised his voice against the discontentment of those put

under the Dalhousie sway, for it was a grave (practical) censure

of the minister's own faults and those of his predecessors.

A distinguished commoner, of French descent, Mr. Labouchere,

stood up in defence, of the Canadians, and vindicated energeti-

cally the claims they put forward ; denouncing, at the same time,

the hostile prejudices against them of an alien race of fellow-

colonists. " I look upon the act of 1791," said he, " as the Magna

Charta of Canadian freedom. I am of opinion, that if the inten-

tions of Pitt and his coadjutors had heen better followed out by

those who came after him and them, Lower Canada would have

attained to that height of prosperity they destined for that pro-

vince ; and that it would, at this hour, be in tbe enjoyment of the

concord and tranquillity its connection with Britain must have

assured to the inhabitants. The intent of Pitt with regard to the

Canadian legislature was indeed to combine a legislative council

with a representative chamber j but not to compose that council

of men of British race only ; which race forms but a small portion

of the general population.... I am truly sorry that the name of

the colonial minister should be bound up as it is, with the (abor-

tive) union act of 1822, which has so much contributed to excite

prevailing discontents in the colony. People do not forget that

an important measure was introduced to this house late in June,

when there were not sixty members in attendance, abrogating the

constitution which Mr. Pitt gave to Canada. The season chosen,

the mode of introduction of a bill since proved to be so obnoxious,

prove sufficiently that its concootors hoped to steal a march on the

Canadians, and prevent them from expressing their dissent

against its provisions, or censuring the conduct of the governt

ment." ^^^,
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In the reported speech of Sir James Mackintosh, on the same

side, we find the following passages :
" Canada can be preserved

to Britain by governing that dependency on principles of justice.

These, ao far as I understand then in detail, are few and simple

:

namely, full and eflFective protection against alien influence ; com-

plete freedom to the colonists to conduct their own affairs, and to

regulate their own trading industry, internal and external : under

condition, however, that they pay a reasonable price for or towards

defraying the outlay of the Imperial government on their behalf.

Reverting to the observations we have heard relative to the

French code [la coutume de Paris), I beg the house to remember

that no change was made in it between the years ITC^O and 1789.

While allowing that the civil law of olden Frame was a faulty

system as regarded conveyances of real property a.^d its hypothe-

cation ; that it was a system both costly and tardy, and led to

prolonged litigation
;

yet I do not think that the Canadians,

while under that system, were so badly off as we have been told

;

especially, when I recollect that those laws were administered under

the auspices of the parliament ofParis—a body composed in part, of

some of the greatest legal geniuses known ; such, for instance as the

chancellor de I'Hopital and president Montesquieu."—Here the ora-

tor, giving free scope to his sarcastic humour, ran a kind of parallel

(in absurdity) between the old French and existing British laws.

With inimitable wit he exposed, in detail, all the complexities,

whimsicalities, and ridiculous observances, which have clung, ever

since early times, to English legal process. He had a wide field

to expatiate in ; it being well known to all, that conveyances of

real property, for instance, require as much documentary illustra-

tion—even the smallest bit of it requiring as many preliminary

precautions—as the negociation of a treaty between two nations.

Resuming his accustomed serious style. Sir James thus conti-

nued :
" My own opinion is, that the assembly was entirely war-

ranted in acting as it has done : it had an indisputable right to

regulate the employment of all the moneys accorded by its votes.

Every representative body, in fact, must of necessity exercise this

power ; and it was by its means that those who sat in this house,

during ages anterior to the present, secured for us (British com-

moners) the importance we now possess. Once abridge the Ca-

•: II
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nadian assembly of its vital privilege in this regard, and accoun-

tability to the people's representatives becomes a mere illusion.

—

In 1827, again, the assembly passed thirty-one bills ; the upper

chamber refused to pass any one of them 1 Who is answerable for

this ? it may be asked. ' The governor,* is my reply ; for the

council is but an instrument in his hands. A legislative council,

constituted like that of Canada, forms no constitutional barrier

between executive and representative power. Of the twenty-

seven councillors actually in place, all but ten are government

functionaries; the majority receiving, annually, £15,000 of the

public moneys : not a small sun this, for a country where £1000

a year is thought to be a considerable fortune. I do not include

among those functionaries the bishop, who may have govern-

mental leanings, but who is no partizan. I understand that

a council minority, virtually, is non-existent; for, wearied with

bootless struggles against the influence of the majority of placemen

at the board, the independent members have ceased to take part in

the deliberations of their paid colleagues.

" The colonial minister has appealed to the sympathies of this

house, not in favour of the petitioners, but only in regard of the

colonists of British descent in Canada ; for, in several parts of his

speech, he made special allusion to the latter. Now I ask, will

any one show me a law, passed by the Canadian assembly, tending

to the detriment of our compatriots, in either province? The

remedy, too, for a chimerical evil conjured up, is a re-distribution

of the electoral franchise, keeping in view the interests of 80,000

British-derived colonists, whose well-being is supposed to be com-

promised by the legislation of 400,000 French-Canadians ; the

latter being proprietors of nearly all the landed property in the

lower province. Now our colonial compatriots, with few excep-

tions, are congregated in the towns, and are, most of them, engaged

in trade. That they form an important class, is certain ; that as

a body, they are respectable, I do not doubt; but," added Sir

James, in terminating his discourse, " are we to have in Canada a

distinct body of British colonists, dissevered, as it were, from the

general population ? Abo^e all, is this body to be privileged, to

the disadvantage of the common population ? Is the far inferior

section (numerically) to have its interests exclusively cared for,
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or its religious sympathies fostered, so as to bring about Protes-

tant domination ? Shall we bequeath to the original people of that

great dependency six hundred years of calamity and suffering,

such as Ireland has had to endure ; merely because the Canadas

too, like the latter, contain a small population, of British birth or

descent, whose interests and belief are alone thought worthy of

protection and adoption ? In the name of Heaven I let not such a

scourge ever again fall upon any land under the sway of Britain.

Let our governing policy, in the outer regions of our empire, ever

be, to mete out equal justice to all parties, to men of every class

pursuing honest ends. Above all, let not the French-Cana-

dians suppose for a moment that their rights or aspirations are

less cared for by us, than those of their fellow adult colonists of our

own blood. The males of both races, being now British free-

men, and common subjects of one king, are entitled to be co-

equal with us in all things. It is not for this house in any

wise to sanction invidious distinctions between British and

French descended subjects of the empire. And if it be thought

an equitable arrangement to give a preponderance in legislation to the

majority in numbers, and to those possessed of the incomparably

greatest share of territorial wealth; what right has the (almost

landless) minority to compkin ? If civil liberty and political

power be not concomitants of numerical strength and the posses-

sion of real property, the people of no country can permanently

maintain their freedom : every privilege they have exists but

during the good pleasure of those who govern them. Finally, I

look upon a distinction in the treatment of races, and the division

of a population into distinct classes, as most perilous in everyway

and at all times."

Mr. Hume, also, forcibly sustained the complaints of the Cana-

dians, and severely censured the policy of the colonial-office. As
spokesman for Upper Canada, to bim had been consigned the pe-

titions of the complainants in that province. " If the colony of

Canada," said he, " were the only one of our possessions demanding

redress at our hands, it would be comparatively well; but it so hap-

pens, that, with the exception of Nova Scotia, there is not one of

them all that has not been making such applications for a length of

time, yet never have any beon attended to."

:,.rll
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Mr. Wilmot, in reply to Mr. L^bouohcro, said that the mother

country ought to reserve to Iiersolf tlie right of taxing the colonies,

and especially that of imposing ouctoms dues ; but that the revenue

arising from such taxation might be loft at the disposal of the colo-

nists. Mr. Stanley thought that the legislative council ought to

be abolished, because it merely served as a screen for the action

of the governor ; and because the council, naturally inimical to

popular rights, hold the place of an aristocratic body, without itfl

titles or consideration. As to the form of government adapted

for the Canadians, it ought to be so favourably composed, he added,

tliat they would have no wish to change it for a constitution like that

of any of the United States. Messrs. Warburton r.^'d Baring dis-

coursed in the same strain.—The house of commons, after a pro-

longed debate, referred the Canadian petitions to a special com-

mittee of its members.

The enemies of our cause, in London, noting the support given

to it in parliament, b^an to agitate against us anew. Two-score

traders to the colony got up a petition for a union of the two

Canada s, as a remedy for every wrong complained of. This

petition was, along with all the others, referred to the committee

on Canadian aflFairs. Before it were called Sir Francis Burton

and Mr. Grant, agents for the assembly, Mr. Ryerson, agent for

Upper Canada, Mr. Gale, Mr. Ellice, Mr. Wilmot, and some Anglo-

Canadian merchants. • .K . ui,

, The committee, after duo consideration, mado a long report to

the house, but the sentiments expressed in which were neither for-

mally adopted nor yet repudiated. It declared, that, in the present

stato of public opinion in the colony, a union of the two Canadas

could not be recommended ; that the provisions of the law re-

garding land-tenures, so for as grants in free and common soccagc

were concerned, should be allowed to remain as before—thus sanc-

tioning the special hypothecations and laws of alienation of Up-

per Canada ; and that an option should be given to the Lower-Ca-

nadians, if they ohose to abolish seigniorial tenure, and to establish

circuit courta in the Eastern Townships, for adjudicating causes

involving the interests of parties holding lands in soccago. The

committee expressed its opinion, that the French-Canadians should

be left in peaceable enjoyment of their religion, their laws, and
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privileges ; and thought that it would be of use to incroaHO the ex-

tent of representation in Lower Canada, re-founding it on the bases

of that of tiio upper province ; also, that the stiU unsettled lands

should revert to the crown domain, and be ro-sold ; that a light

tax might bo imposed on land-grants not entered upon ; that the

whole public income of Lower Canada should be put at the dispo-

sal of the assembly, except the hereditary and territorial revenue
;

finally, that to the crown should be reserved the t'lgixt of displac-

ing judges.

The committee regretted that the Imperial parliament had not

been informed of the use made of the revenues of Canada without

the consent of its representatives, and advised that precautions

should bo taken, in future, to prevent malversations by the ra-

oeiver-goncral and his subordinates (ahirifs). The estates of the

Jesuits, it was advised, should bo devoted to educational purposes.

The legislative council, it wns proposed, should be made indepen-

dent of the executive ; tlie committee adding, that the judges had

no right to take part in political discussions as councillors, while

they were best excluded altogether from the executive council.

Lastly, that no other organic change should be made in the consti-

tution of 1791, than to yield up all the interior regulation of the

lower province to its own legislature; the interposition of the

Imperial parliament to be called for only when absolutely neces-

sary.

With respect to the sharing Of the customs revenue between

the two provinces, the committee doubted not that the agents for

each would come to a satisfactory arrangement of that disputed

matter. Both ought to have, it was observed, a resident agent in

London. Radical defects there might be in the colonial constitu-

tion, the committee admitted ; but the difficulties which had come

under their review, it imputed entirely to mal-administration. As
for the conduct of Lord Dalhousie, which had been brought into

question, the committee expressed no opinion ; but it adjured the

government to institute a rigorous investigation thereinto, and do

such justice in the case as sound policy demanded.

This report hinted at tJie possibility of making many more <5on-

oessions than its authors plainly recommended. We see in it an

evident desire to please all parties :—but that was difficult, or rather

J '
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impoflfliblo. At tho bottom of all, too, there wnj> still a dcflirc to

preserve a preponderance for ilio British section of tho Canadian

population, although it was a com Mvoly Bmall part of the

whole ; t. «. if this could bo done, withe i absolute denial of the

just demands of tho Frcnch-dorivcd inhabitants. Few as those

conoossions wore, which tho conunittce distinctly domnnded in our

behalf, oven those were not accorded by the house. Tho new co-

lonial minister, Sir George Murray, who succeeded Mr. Iluskis-

son, promised indeed to att<nid to the committee's suggestions,

wherever they were practicable. Thus, although one branch of

the British legislature recognized tho validity of the rights its gov-

ernment withheld, tho latter was not bound down to remedy tho

wrongs inflicted on the Cunadiuns : the commons left that duty to

tho colonial-office, tho functionaries of which, under a smoothed

exterior indeed, became more hostile to us than over before.

During an interview which the colonial agents had, a few days

afterwards, with Sir George Murray, the latter expressed his re-

gret that Lord Dalhousie bad lost the confidence of the Canadians,

the people of a dependency whose poasession was so important to

Great Britain ; but ho took that opport unity, he said, to assure its

accredited agents, that he would use all the means in his power to

bring about a cessation of the causes of trouble which had agitated

the country for so long a time. In order to pave the way for a

better understanding between tho governing and ihc governed, he

announced that to the Earl had been sent an order of recal, as ho

had been appointed commandant of the forces of India. His

recal was all the more desirable, as his popularity was quite gone

;

and it was not recoverable, unless he were to follow a completely con-

trary course to that which he had already run : but if thereby he

might have escaped renewed hatred, he could not have missed

unwonted contempt.

Upon his return to England, he presented to Mr. Huskisson,

who was still in the ministry, a memorial in justification of his

conduct, in which he blamed the report of the commons' commit-

tee. He accused the members of having treated him unjustly

;

and declared, that, if the government adopted the opinions em-

bodied in their report, it would soon find itself involved in great

perplexities. The conolusioQ deducible from the whole tenor of

• *
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hiB memorial was, that the oppoeition policy and pretensions to a

recognition of ntitioiiulity of the Fronch-Cunudiiin-^, ought to bo

strenuously rcHisted.

Mr James Kempt, lioutcnunt governor of Nova Scotiu, replaced

Lord Dulhousio at Quebec, and the Ini{)criHl government left all

further care, as we have already said, of making reparation to the

Canadians for past and present abuses, to the very parties com-

plained of, namely, the chiefs of the colonial-office ; in other words,

matters were to follow the old train. As a natural consequence,

discontents continued and increased. Upon the whole, therefore,

it may bo said, that the ministry gained a triumph in the no-results

of the parliamentary inquest ; for it is pretty certain that had a

vote of censure upon government been proposed as a fitting sequel,

the section favourable to the Canadians would have been out-

voted. This consideration determined their agents not to press

for such a conclusion. They wisely preferred trusting to minis-

terial promises, however vague they might bo, than to expose their

cause to further detriment, by inopportune persistency. The first

discourse of Mr. IIusLisson forewarned them, that, if the ministers

were driven into a corner, they would make the question as-

sume the shape of a struggle of races and religions, in which

French-Canadian liberties would be sacrificed without present

hesitation or after remorse.

I
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BOOK SIXTEENTH.

CHAPTER I.

I. i

TUB NINETY-TWO RESOLUTIONS.

1829-1834.
'

f •

Deceptive hopes which the House of Commons' Report raised in Canada.

—Instructions to Sir James Kempt.—The Canadian press moderates

its tone.—Opening of the cbambors.—-Division in tiio ministry on the

question of the supplies.—The assembly's hopes dissipated.—Resolu-

tions adopted in assembly.—Renewed addresses to Britain got up.

—

Labours of the session.—Session of 1830.—Reply of the ministers to

the latest addresses.—Resolutions regarding the militia ordinances

and on the supplies.—Legislative and executive councils.—Opinion

of Sir James Kempt with respect to tliem.—Sensation produced there-

by.—Meeting at St. Charles.—Lord Aylmer replaces Kempt.—Attor-

ney-general Stuart suspended from his functions.—Concessions and

reforms proposed by Lord Goderich.—They are refused by the assem-

bly.—Fault of the assembly upon that occasion.—Judges Kerr and

Fletcher put under accusation.—The imperial parliament changes the

, constitutional act, for placing all the revenues of Canada under the

control of its '^gislature.—Session of 1831-2.—Fresh despatches from

Lord Goderich.—Independence of the judges.—Crown lands and

clergy reserves.—Post-ofiBce Close of the session of parliament.—

Regret of Lord Aylmer on finding the concessions of Lord Goderich

so ill-received.—Riot, May 21, at Montreal.—The cholera in Canada

;

its terrible ravages.—Meeting of French-Canadians at St, Charles,

and of British at Montreal.—Reply of the ministry respecting Judge

Kerr, and the independence of the judges The British ministry re-

sumes its retrograde policy.—Address to the king praying that he would

make councillorships elective.—Resolutions against a project for

annexing Montreal district to Upper Canada.—Attorney-general

Stuart and Judge Kerr displaced.—Address of the legislative council

to the king.—Double vote of its president.—Eastern Townships.

—

Session of 1834.—Despatches of Lord Stanley on different subjects.

—

General view of the condition of the province.—The Ninety-two Reso-

lutions.—Accusations against Lord Aylmer.—Address of the legisla-

tive council.—Prorogation.

The Report on Canadian Affairs, by a committee of the house

ofcommons, suggested many things but decided none ; and nothav-
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ing been (formally) adopted by the British parliament, abuses on

one side, and dissensions on the other, resumed their course. Many
persons flattered themselves that metropolitan polity was about to

undergo mutation, and become more impartial and more just in

its dealings with the French-descended colonists ; that administra-

tive abuses would bo abated : that, in fine, every means would be

taken to restore concord among the three branches of the colonitd

government. It turned out that they wore under a delusion. The
ministry intended to enter upon no reform, and determined to make

no real concession. The British minority were left in undisturbed

enjoyment of all the executive departments ; and, by means of their

pluoes in the two councils, exercised a legislative potency equal to

that of the French-Canadian majority, represented by the assem-

bly. Between the two rival bodies they counted upon exercising,

themselves, an authority to their own liking, through the medium

of the governor.

Sir James Kempt had received very exact directions how to

act. Ho was to play a one-sided part under the guise of the

most perfect impartiality : without letting down the council, how-

ever, which was still to be used as a barrier against the preten-

sions of the people's representatives. He performed the task ap-

pointed with great address, and disappeared from the scene at the

nick of time when vague professions would no longer serve his

masters' turn. When he assumed the reins of government, he

turned his regards upon the ministerial press, the licentiousness of

whose writers knew no bounds. He issued his orders, and their

tone forthwith became more moderate. He also stopped the poli-

tical prosecutions begun at the instance of his predecessor. The

liberal press, admonished by the deputies after their return from

London, and by the leaders of the assembly, followed the example

of the official organs.

- The country was in anxious expectation as to what might trans-

pire at the next assembling of the provincial parliament, as, till

then, no official account was expected of the result of the applica-

tion to the British legislature and government regarding colonial

questions which had occasioned so much inquietude. Some per-

sons expected that full justice would be done in the case ; others

that concessions would be made, if only nominal.—The legislature

Vol. IIL—u
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met near the close of 1828. The governor recognized M. Papi

neau, when presented to him, as president of assembly; arl ad-

dressed the chambers in a discourse, wherein he observed that he

would, by special message, communicate a despatch he had receiv_

ed, relative to the employment of the public revenue. He in-

formed them that the ministers had taken off his shoulders all

responsibility, and that the chambers would find in the views of

the home government a lively desire to retrench all abuses.

This discourse, which, it was said, was sent ready-made from

London, really contained very little worth remarking on. The

two chambers maintained a corresponding reserve in their replies

to it, The assembly-men, however, did make an exception to

this guardedness in one point, for they judged it proper to protest

thus early against tho act of the executive council, by which the

latter had, in the year preceding, disposed of public moneys with-

out their sanction. Nevertheless the chamber, in its reply, ex-

pressed great satisfaction at the nomination of Sir James Kempt

as governor, and promised him its cordial co-operation. A week

thereafter, the promised message was delivered ; it contained the

decision of the ministry on the question of the supplies, and upon

a few minor points in despute. After some general observations

on the loyalty of the Canadians and on the desirability of restor-

ing harmony in their country, the message announced that

recent discussions on the subject of employing the proceeds of the

public revenue had attracted the attention of the king, who had

looked into the subject with the intention to regulate the affair

in a way to reconcile what was due to his own prerogative, while

he manifested regard for his subjects' rights. So much of the reve-

nue to which the Imperial parliament had given an irrevocable

destination would not have been put at the disposal of the provin-

cial legislature, and therefore was now to remain under the charge

of the crown. This revenue, added to certain provincial supple-

ments (^subventions), and to the sum of £3000 to £4000 for casual

and territorial income, formed a grand total of £38,000, which was

to be annually placed at the disposition of the government. If

the chamber chose to pay the salaries of the governor and the

judges, the home government was willing to take into its keep the

rebt of the money until the assembly should make known its views

U-^-tJ-l-fc »aUT;
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as to the best mode of its employment. The ministers expressed

a hope that this proposal would find acceptance, but in any case

they had a project in hand for regulating the financial diflBculty

in a definitive manner. As for the insufficiency of the securities

given by the receiver-general and the sheriffs, the home govern-

ment would become responsible for the safety of all money paid to

the army commissary. Any arrangement made on an equitable

badis as to the sharing of the customs revenues by the two pro-

vinces would be cheerfully acquiesced in by the British ministry.

Finally, the ministers expressed a wish that unsettled lands (dis-

posed of) should be taxed, and registry offices established.

We have here given, as above, the sum and substance of the re-

forms accorded. The salaries of the governor and judges once

paid, the assembly might be consulted as to the mode of employ-

ing the public revenue put at the disposal of the executive council

under the authority of the home government, provided always

that the former should apply it to such purposes, and in such man-

ner, as not to impair the action of the latter. Now, in order not to

diminish that action a permanent vote was wanted, and it was

precisely to render the executive less independent in that regard,

that the people's representatives had striven to bring the whole

revenue under their own supervision by a yearly distribution of

it. The ministry had a financial project in hand, it was said, but

what could it be ? It was for those whom the tax-payers had

elected to look after their interests, to regulate the finances, and

not the colonial-office functionaries ; the latter being no ways re-

sponsible to the chamber for what they might do or leave undone

:

and they were besides, now more than ever inspired by sentiments

hostile to the French-Canadians. All explanation, every sugges-

tion, coming from that quarter must needs be illusory in the

present case. As a consequence, the assembly, after referring the

message to a special committee for further consideration, already

arrived at the conclusion that the compromise of the home govern-

ment would prove nugatory.

When the committee presented its reportj it was adopted almost

unanimously, after a call of the house. The decision arrived at

was, that in no case would the assembly recede from its determi-

nation to assume unlimited control over the entire financial re-

n

!;

.
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ceipts and publio expenditare; that the Imperial parliament,

wherein Canada had no representative, had no right to interpose

for the renovation of laws which the Canadians considered need'

ful for the maintenance of their rights ; and intimating that inter-

ference in the looal legislation of Canada in any w&y by Britiah

legislators could only aggravate existing evils. The chamber,

cm its part, willing to second the kind intentions expressed by the

ministry, agreed to take into consideration the estimates presented

to it ; and when a final arrangement should be come to, it would

make the salaries of the governor, of the judg^, and of the execu-

tive councillors, independent of annual voting. It announced, at

the same time, that a bill would be passed, sanctioning, after due

examination, the outlay already made ; that it had received no com-

plaint against the existing division of the customs dues between

the two provinces ; and that it would willingly co-operate in any

measure for behoof of the Eastern Townships. Lastly, the opinion

was enunciated, that, in order to establish peace and restore har-

mony in the province, the following points should be regulated

satisfactorily :

—

1. Independence of the judges, and their seclusion from the

political business of the province.

3. Responsibility and accountability of publio officers.

8. A greater independence of support from the public revenues,

and more intimate connection with colonial interests, in the com-

position of ike legislative council. .••;*

4. Application of the Jesuits' estates to educational purposes.

5. The removal of obstructions to land settlement.

6. A redress of grievances generally.

These resolutions were embodied in addresses to the Imperial

parliament ; which, at the instance of the assembly, the governor

transmitted to London.

The council, on its part (at Kempt's suggestion, doubtless), re.

soinded a resolution it bad passed in 1821, expressing a determi-

nation to take up no bill sent for its consideration, unless drawn

up in certain prescribed forms.

The ohiunber passed 79 bills this session, out of which but six,

reserved for the royal consideration, were unsanctioned by the

governor. Among the latter wa« one augmenting the number of
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c revenues,

Q the ooitt-

representatives to 84. The assembly had previonsly voted that

there should he 89 in all ; but the council retrenched one mem"
ber from several counties to which two members had been allotted,

And had given two to others that had but one : so that, with these

modifications, the resultant totality stood as above. The assem-

bly, not willing that the measure should miscarry, agreed to adopt

tiie council's emendations. Among the laws unsanctioned by the

governor there were several of great importance, whether from the

principles they established or confirmed, or by the impulsion they

gave to the progress of the country. Such were, for instance,

those which gave a legal status to Jews and Methodists ; those

which accorded large sums for improving the highways, for ex-

tending the navigation of the St. Lawrence, and for the encouR^&'

ment of literature and science. The funds voted for all pur-

poses this year, exceeded £200,000. The chamber also passed

ft vote of thanks to Sir James Mackintosh and to Mr. Labouchere,

its friends ia the house of commons ; also to its agents extraordi-

nary, Messrs. Neilaon, Viger, and Cuvillier.

When the following session was opened, Kempt hastened to

inform the two chambers that the trade and public revenue of the

colony were on the increase ; that schools had been everywhere

established, that the roads were improving ; and that the public

ftoeounts were getting into proper order. He suggested that, for

the advancement of the colony in its new career, the currency-

laws should be ameli(»'ated, and education still better cared for

;

that additional tribunals should be erected in the more populous

counties, that uncultured land-holdings should be taxed, and hy-

pothecations of property registered. As for the petit! is sent to

England, the governor said, that the British ministry had not been

able, up to that time, to submit the (provincial) supply question

to the imperial parliament, but they were in the way of doing so.

Meantime, the assembly was solicited to vote the civil list of the

preceding year,

th The chamber turned its attention during this session to the old

militia ordinances, of which Lord Balhousie had made such an

abuse ; and resolved, by a majority of 31 against 4, to send an

addr^s to the king, protesting against the revival of those laws

:

which were all the more dangerous for having been enacted at a
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time when the country was tinder despotic rule. " The cham-

ber," said Mr. Neilson, " has unanimously decided that they are

still in force." Whereupon M. Papineau observed, " if the cham-

ber yields to the desires of the inhabitants, then those ordinances

are abrogated ; for when all the people in any country unani-

mously repudiate a bad law, there is no possibility of executing

it : therefore, I say, the (obnoxious) laws in question are already

abrogated." Mr. A. Stuart here exclaimed, " This is rebellion 1"

As for the supplies demanded, the chamber, while granting

them, iivdmated that they were accorded provisionally only, and

in expectation, first, of a satisfactory arrangement being made as

to them at an early date ; on condition, secondly, that the griev-

ances admitted to exist, in the Commons' Report, should be re-

dressed ; thbdly, that the legislative council should be reformed

;

fourthly, that the judges should not intermeddle with partisan

politics, nor sit in the executive council ; lastly, on condition that

a tribunal should be established for judging incriminated state

functionaries.

The councillors, noting the inflexible opposition (achamement

implacable) of the assembly to them, would have fain rejected

the supply bill, without taking it into consideration at all ; but the

governor exerted his influence, and gained over some of the mem-

bers. When the bill was put to the vote, the members for and

against were 7 to 7. Old Judge Sewell, always ready at finding

an expedient, gave a double vote in its favour ; voting once as a

councillor, and again as president of council. The protestant

bishop, Mr. Stewart, attended at the board on this occasion, tor

the first time during the session, at the instance of Sewell,

merely to help the cause with his vote. The (nominal) minority

entered a protest against accepting the bill.

Kempt expressed his regret that the assembly had not voted the

whoi3 amount asked for, which included, besides the current ex-

pens< s, the arrears of certain salaries ; but, nevertheless, thankt \

the Taembers collectively for the liberal grants they had accorded

in the special allocations for the public benefit, already detailed.

Besides these, a handsome sum was accorded for constructing along

the harbour of Montreal, a magnificent revetment-wall of cut stone

;

for encouraging steam navigation between Quebec and Halifax ',
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for erecting a custom-house at Quebec, and lighthouses at various

points of the St. Lawrence shores; £12,000 were voted for con-

structing a prison at Montreal ; £12,000 for a mariner's hospital at

Quebec ; £38,000 for improving existing roadways, and opening up

new paths through the forrest territories, in order to facilitate the

formation of new settlements; finally, an e^' cational grant of

£8000. In a word, the chamber wished to prove that, if it desired to

exercise more influence upon the executive than hithertofore, it had

the public good alone in ultimate prospect ; that it was solely inspired

by a consciousness of the want there is, in every rapidly grow-

ing community, for its representatives to have an extended scope

wherein to develop and direct the expanding energies of the in-

habitants. The governor knew well that these desiderata must

needs be realized sooner or later ; he was also aware, that if rea-

sonable concessions were not promptly made, diflBculties of a yet

graver character than any thitherto experienced would follow, at

no remote time. It was only by using the greatest reserve in his

own dealings with the legislature, that he was able to avert the

risk, ever imminent, of troubles bursting forth even under his own

cautious guidance of the reins of state ; for the least untoward

accident, at any moment, might have abruptly brought to an ond

the good understanding which appeared to exist between him and

the representatives of the people.

The composition of the two councils, legislative and executive,

was engaging the attention of the home government. The colo-

nial minister wrote to inquire whether it would be proper to re-con-

stitute both councils ; and especially if it would be advisable to

introduce thereto more members not dependent on the ruling

power (meaning crown functionaries)
;

provided always, that

there were in the colony a class of men whence such persons might

be selected for the purpose. Kempt replied, that the legislative

council was composed of 23 members, 12 ofwhom were placemen

;

and that in respect of religious profession, 16 were protestants,

and 7 were catholics. He stated, that the executive councillors

were nine in all ; that only one of them could be said to be inde-

pendent of the government, and that all were protestants but one.

Sir James, after giving these details, expressed his opinion that no

organic ebange in the conetitution of the oounoils was desirable
j
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still he thought more independent members than those then in the

legislative council, might be gradually introduced ; he also advised

that only one member of the bench, namely the chief-justice,

should be allowed to occupy a seat at either of the council boards.

The governor assumed likewise, that it would be expedient to place

one or two of the most distinguished members of assembly in the

executive council, in order to engage the popular branch of the

legislature to put more confidence than it yet had in the government,

which would then be carried on partly by its personal participa-

tions ; and this result, were it attainable, he urged would be of th^

greatest moment for preserving the peace and assuring the con-

tinued material progress of the colony. With respect to the

inquiry made as to whether there were staple in the community

out of which to make councillors of either kind, he assured the

minister, that there was an abundance of persons of honourable

standing and good report to fill up every vacancy that might occur.

Kempt's return despatdi having been laid before the parliament,

no sooner was its purport known in Canada, than the chief inhabi-

tants of the counties of Bichelieu, Verch^res, St. Hyacinthe,

Bouville, and Chambly, met at St. Charles, under the presidency

ofM. Debartzch; and expressed an opinion, that, although the

previous conduct of the governor had been of a character to soothe

the irritation and lessen the hatred excited by the arbitrary and

extravagant policy of Lord Dalhousie, the despatch in question

had awakened serious apprehensions in the public mind. If the

two councils, the remonstrants added, were not to be reformed,

the most serious disorders might be expected tQ ensue ; boeause,

such not taking place, there was no hope remaining of seeing har>

mony restored between the different branQhes of the colonial

government {l^fiiiaiurej, .^jijj

Kempt, who previously fareaaw that a moment would come

when he must pronounce for or against the enteiing upon the

reforms called for on all sides, had solicited his own recal ; as not

oaring to confront the difficulties sure to lie in the path of a suo>

cesser. He was aware of the advanced state of adverse public

feeling, and that the oountr^ would not be content much longer

to accept general declarations of good intentions ; also that a for*

mal recognition, or a fiat refusal^ of what had been asked and waited
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for, would soon be demanded. Although he had replaced the

magistrates superseded by Dalhousie, had made a pui^tion of the

roll of justices of the p^ace, had begun a desired re-oi^nization of

the militia, and restored to their rank some officers who had been

cashiered for political unconformity,—despite all these considerar

tions, he must have seen, from the tenor of the resolutions passed

at St. Hyacinthe, that his past popularity as an administrator

would not survive his official term, however near it might be.

He was replaced by Lord Aylmer ; who arrived at Quebec,

Oct. 13, 1830. With the same programme furnished to him as

that of his predecessor, the new governor had yet greater opposi-

tion to encounter ; for there was an augmented antagonism in the

assembly to face, and consequently more difficult to satisfy. The

reforming party was, in fact, formidably strengthened. The

former assembly-men in opposition had been all re-elected by

great majorities. The re-constituted chamber of representatives

was composed of 60 French-Canadians, and only 24 members of

British birth or descent. Several of the latter, however, had

obtained their seats, by French-Canadian majorities ; a proof that

principles operated for or against rather than predilections of race

among the (mixed) constituencies : national prejudices, in fact,

were at this time far stronger mnong the government officials than

in the community. The antipathy of the colonial bureaucrats

was so intense against our race, that great repugnance had to be

overcome at head-quarters before any Canadian was allowed to be

nominated to a seat in either council. A sentiment of fear, in the

breasts of the exolusionists, of increased troubles arising, and the

Btrong recommendations of Kempt, were both wanted, to induce the

oolonial^office to sanction the appointment of the Canadian coun-

cillors at the time mentioned.

Lord Aylmer opened the session late in January 1831, and

adverted, in his speech on the occasion, to the demise of George

IV (June 26, 1830) ; also to the change of ministry consequent

thereon ; which had delayed, he said, the intended solution of the

Canadian financial question
; but he added, that the new cabinet

was about to take up the subject, and he trusted that coming in-

structions would enable him to put an end for ever to all diffe-

reaoes regarding it. The assembly, by way of testing the dispo-

««*

t V
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sition of the now executive, hastonod to pnfw a bill for prevent-

ing the judges fVom Kitting in either of the two councils ; which

measure was forthwith quashed, on presentation to the upper

chamber. Most of the members of assembly inferred, from this

prompt counteraction, that the British ministry would adhere to

the policy of their predecessors ; and the former resolved, on their

part, to persist in sustaining their own pretensions. They next

accused attorney-general Stuart of being guilty of fraudulent

dealing in his canvass at William-Henry (Sorel) ; of partiality

in the exercise of his functions ; of extortion, as \aving exacted

unauthorised fees for expediting renewed commissiotj. to the seve-

ral notaries public;* for having lent his ministry to the Hudson's

Bay Company against the administrator (locataire) of the King's

Posts, whose interests, as chief law-officer of the crown, he ought

to have maintained. The assembly referred these charges to a

select committee, which, having reported that they were well

founded, a demand was made on the governor to cashier Mr.

Stuart ; but he was only suspended in his functions for the time,

till he could be heard in his defence at head-quarters, whither ho

had to repair. M. Vigor was sent to London, to support the as-

sembly's accusations ; and, after two or three years' consideration,

the colonial-office displaced Stuart, and appointed his successor.

The governor, at length, received a despatch, containing the

particulars of the arrangement made by ministers regarding the

BuppUes. They gave up all control over the colonial revenues,

except the casual and territorial income ; on condition, however,

that a civil list, of £19,000 a year, were granted to his Majesty

for life. This reservation, far from being exorbitant, was really

very moderate ; for ita importance, in relative amount, was daily

diminishing, owing to the material progress of the country, and

the growth of its pecuniary means. Nevertheless, the assembly

refused to sanction the arrangement proposed : a great fault on its

piu't, committed however, inadvertently as it were, through the

pressure of other agitating questions, which distracted the attention

* Notarial commissions, it was ruled by the colonial law authorities,

lapsed through the recent demise of the crown.—J3.

t Namelj : the Jesuits' estates, the King's Posts, the Forges of St.

Maurice, the landing dues (quai du rot), the droits de quint, alienation
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of tho members from a proper oonnidoration of proprieties attending

the subject of the civil list. Tho gorornment, on its pnrt, was

wrong in not having sooner proposed such a solution of tho diffi-

culty as that now brought forword ; for, after so many intonno-

dinto differences between tho executive and representative powers,

men's pnsflions had been excited, and whnt would have been

readily accepted at a former time, was rejected now. Add to all,

that tho two councils had fallen so low in the esteem of the public

that few could bo made to believe in tho po«i8iblo existence of a

just and impartial administration, so long as those two discredited

bodies stood by, ever ready to counsel arbitrary acts or justify

them when consummotcd. Tho opposition party at last demand-

ed immediate reforms, and guarantees for more, to an amount

which scared the home government. Up to tho present time tho

executive, having the mastery of both councils, with tho army at its

disposition,—with, in short, the whole force of tho British empire

to back it,—had been able to restrain tho antagonistic action of

the representatives of a population of 400,000 souls within man-

ageable bounds ; but what might, or might not, the future bring

forth I

The colonial-offioo was well awaro that the rule of right was all

in favour of that body of people, numerically weak as yet [fragile

encore), which had founded Canada ; and that it would bo impos-

sible, much longer, to violate all proper principles in dealing with

them,—unless, indeed, it were intended to brave the censures

of all mankind : therefore it was, that the union project of 1 832

was privily concocted, with the intent once for all to put a cli-

max, when the time for operation came, with a single stroke,

—

one only more unjust because greater than all those that went

before,—on the thousand injustices which constantly disgraced

tho inflictors. The end in view was ever evident : it betrayed

itself by the refusal of all reforms fitted to restore harmony to

the country ; and therefore it was, that the assembly stood on

its guard. Its duty was to compromise nothing, but to profit by

fines (lods et rentes), the land fund, and the timber fund. The whole

amounted to nearly £7,000 a year. This collective revenue the govern-

ment reserved for its own use, because it formed no part of tho income

derived from taxation, but was derived from the crown domain.

•«
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prosont oironniitances, and, above all, the passing times, which wero

and aro raising up, in the American confederation, a rival pow-

er, against which Britain will soon be obliged to seek for allies, if

she would continue to guide the course of commerce and remain

paramount on the seas. Adopting firm and skilful polity, the

Canadians were in a condition to vanquish national antipathies,

and induce the dominant people to substitute for blind prejudices

a proper sense of their own interests. A nation like Great Britain

cannot regard invidiously the privileges (institutions) of a people

not a million in number, located in the far corners (I'extrinuti) of

America. Unfortunately, in a limited community, the passions

soon become inflamed ; and acts of injustice, felt too quickly, with

a stinging sense of the wrong done, are seldom endured with that

prudence needed to bide the time of eflficient reparation, which,

although tardy to arrive, is pretty sure to come at last. The sequel

of the events we are about to narrate, will prove the justice of the

observations we have just made. It was forgotten, too, by some

of the actors in the former, that, among the ministers who succes-

sively presided in the British colonial department, there might

have been some who really did not enter deeply into the design of

anglifying the French-Canadian race ; nor were committed to the

project of a union of ihe two Canadas. Lord Goderich, for example,

was not bent on realising the latter measure. Better informed

than his colleagues of our wants and wishes, through his inter-

course with M. Viger, he showed a greater desire than th^ to

maKe the concessions demanded from the ministry. It was he,

also, who originated the profier lately made, and just- rejected as we

have seen, regarding the annual supplies, which yielded almost all

that had been demanded by the chamber on this capital point.

Notwithstanding this, and making no allowance in his Lord-

ship's favour on account of the difficulty which he probably had to

bring his colleagues to concede so much, the assembly distrusted him

quite as much as any of his predecessors in office ; and, in place of

sanctioning the civil lift as he proposed it, demanded a copy of his

despatch containing it from Lord Aylmer. The latter replied, that

he was sorry he could not communicate it ; for, in accordance

with a general rule imposed on all colonial governors, they were

not to show any ministerial despatch without a special permission,



THE NINETY-TWO RESOLUTIONS. 317

in each case, from the Bocretary of state for the colonics.* Tho
assembly manifosted ita pique at this refusal ; and a onil of the

house was ordered, upon a motion mode and adopted, for taking

into consideration tho state of the province. This step might be

rightly construed into an indication of a design to extend its pro*

tensions. A message was sent to the executive council demanding

an account of the expenses incurred in forming the Chambly canal

;

all the details of the civil list ; a statement of the increase arising

from tho Jesuits' estates ; a statement of the revenue of publio

lands and forests, with explanations as to the proposed employment

of the proceeds thereof; lastly, an inquiry was made whether the

admiralty judge was paid by a salary or with fees. The governor

satisfied the assembly only in part as to these points. He an-

nounced to the members, however, that the ministers proposed to

bring abill into theimperial parliament, revoking that which chained

the lords of the treasury to fix the expenditure of the revenues

which the cabinet had agreed to put at the disposal of the cham<

bar.

The committee to which all these documents were referred, pre-

sented its first report the day before that appointed for a call of the

house. " As the chief recommendations made in the house of

commons report," said the committee-men, "have not been attended

to by the British government, although more than two years have

elapsed since they were made ; and as the demands now advanced

do not correspond with the committee's proposals regarding

the finances, nor even with the rider {annexe) appended to the

bill introduced to the Imperial parliament last session, by the colo-

nial minister,—taking these things into consideration, your com-

mittee is of opinion, that it would not be proper to accord perma-

nent grants to defray the expenses of the government." Next

day, M. Bourdages, seconded by M. Lafontaine, moved that the

supplies should be refused until the publio income, without ex-

cepting any part of it whatever, were put under the control of the

* When I was making researches for this work, Colonel Bruce, Lord
Elgin's secretary, showed iae this rule, printed in an official book con-

taining general directions for the guidance of all governors of tho British

dependencies.
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MmoinMy ;
till iho ju<lK(^n woro flnnlly oxnludod from tin) ooiinoilN

;

till tlio (MMinoilN MioiiiNolvoH W(*ro rt^torintMi in nil otlinr nw|HHitN

;

nor until |)lo<|^(^ woro ^ivon tliiit orown IiukIh hIiouIiI Im« ^nuitoii in

foo-rnrin or rWHHmf;« tomiro (r»» /miir, allfit rotuiirr), iiml put un-

dor (ho n-gulntion of Kronoli liiw. Thin Innt oonilition, judf^od to

bo proumturo, howovor, wiw rojootod by 50 disHontiout nKuiuHt \\)

juwontiont votoH.

Tho day lining tluit for a oull of tho hou«o, (ho dohnt^iH roj^nrd*

inn *^"^ Htuto of (iu> provinoo now ooinnionood. Tlioy liiH(od for

•ovoritl diiyH ; and torniiniitod hy tho adoption of now potitiouM (o

tho Uritish loginlatun^ to whioh, or to tho king in pormm, iippoaln

woro ooMH('l(>SHly making. It waH during tho ahovo diHouNMion that

Mr. lioo, Hoooiidod hy M. Morin, niado a propoHal, hoping that

oonoord would ho roHtorotl thorohy, to niako tho logislativo ocninoil

an olootivo body.* A romwod doniaml waH mado by (ho ohand)flr

on tho homo govornmont for munioipal iuHtitutionH, and to bo put

in po.«<so8Mion of tho tloHuitw' OHtntvH. It prot(>Htod against tho ad-

minisd'ation of (ho publio landM, and againnt tho trado ao(H, piiMHod

in TiOiuIon ; ngniuHt tho introduction of KngliHh lawn, and the

intorvonlion of tho judgos in colonial politioH; agaiiiHt tho non-

roHjHtnsibility of ntnto fuuotionnrioH, and tho intorpoHition of (ho

British parliamont in colonial nffair.s ; lastly, against tho partiality

nianifostod in choosing members of tho logislativo council. It

wa8 added, also, that tho abusis signalized by tho connnittec of

tho British eonunons still existed as before.

Lord Ayhner, who was a man of very sensitive temperament,

appeared to be much affected by these riMiowcd appeals to tho mo-

tnipolis. When tho assembly presented to him, for (ransmission,

tho jwtition to tho king, be observed to a deputation of members,

that perhaps there was more than mot tho oyo in tho memorial

itself; that possibly they had ulterior views in getting it up ; that,

for his part, ho did not object to tho abuses, enumerated in tho peti-

tion, being signalized and denounced ; but he assured those pro-

sent that scveriU of these grievances were in a fair way of being

* This proposal was set aside by a majority of 24 against 18 ; a dirt*

sloQ which indicated that there waa already a stroug party in favour of

the elective priuoiplc.
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obftiod, if nnt qtiito nulroMod. Ho would nflvortlinloNM, \\n Miiil,

\hi inuoli lictt^tr Miiti^lliMl it' ho ooulit iHirf«undo liiiiim^li' ilmt tlio do*

ouinotit ill hill hand ooiii|iriHod all thu HuhjuoUi lor ooiiiphiiiit tho

oliRiithor nioiitit to oxpoHo. Of thiH ho i'ult ({uito unoorluiti
; ho thoro

foro bo^^od tho inoitiboni to take biin 'm\o their uoiilidoiico and

liido nothing from him. On biH own part, ho pniloMttMl that ho

hiid niaiU) ovorythin^ uoininunioattul to him known to tliom, l(M>k*

in){ upon diHHimuhition and undorhand (htaiiiif; iih unworthy ol' tho

govornmont, and not doHorvoil by tho frank and loyal-hoartcd Ca-

nadian |HM»|)1(' ; ho truHtod, thorofom, that there would bo no un-

roiiHoiiablo diMlrunt on thrir Hidu. Jtriofly, bo domandod, Had tho

obambi^r Haid all it moant to Hay ? wore thoro not other uomplaintM

kept in n^Horve, to bu bnm^ht forward on a future oooaHion '{ Ho
iuiploriMl tho iiHrnMubly, in nanio of the Hovoroign, who wiim Hineeri-

ty ))erHonilied, to unveil tho whoh; truth, ho that the HritiHh peo-

ple nii^ht take a ooinprehenHive view of all tho eviln that tho (Ja-

nudiaiiH oumplained of. After thu uxpreHMion of Hueh HentimentH

OH thoHo, delivered with an niueh oarneHtneHH an ingenuouHiiOHri,

it would bu diifMult not to acknuwled^u thu Hinocrity oi' Jjord

Ayhnor at tho time, for it wo\ild be unfair to attribute to hypo-

uriuy Huoh an outpouriii;^ of feeling. But the hooiio wiiieli thuH

took plaO(^ between the! partioH, nerved to bring into play tho j^reat

divergenoe exinting between tho viowa of tho govoruor and thuHo

of tho pooijle's reprcBontativos."*

One member from the KaHtoru TownHhips, about tliiu time

joined tho majority of iiHHombly in opposition to tho dominant oli-

* " To tills eccentric answer, lni]>lyinf^. In Bomo sort, tho oxpoctallon

of an miiiromptu reply from the aaHombly, wholly out of tlio qtiustion

According to imrllatnontary rules and usages, without previous delibe-

ration of tho body, tho members listened with Attention and silence, but

no further notice was taken of it. Many out of doors applauded it as a

smart and seasonable rebuke, that might chock tho disposition of tho

assembly to hunt up grievances ; but by many also it was deemed ua-

becoming and injudicious in tho governor, so freely to interpose his ad-

monition to tho representatives of the people, while in the act of pre-

senting him A petition addressed to their sovereign, expressive of their

grievances, after mature deliberation, and the whole couched in dutiful

and respectful language." R. Curisti3 : Hittory of Lower Canada, ill,

336-7.—B.
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gtrchy. Tho latter party it was which had inspired the colonial

>

ofiice with the idea of passing tue Act of Tenures, in order to pre-

vent the French laws from being extended to these townships.

Mr. Peek, a barrister, rose in his place and moved that a petition

should bo addressed to his Majesty, praying that he would revoke

the law in question, and restore the old system. He declared that

the law of tenures had been passed against tho wish, and was de-

trimental to the interests, of the inhabitants ; another instance of

the evil influences which held sway in the colonial-office I Judge

Fletcher, an official from the Eastern Townships, being accused

of tyranny and irregularities (^d'abus), the chamber solicited the

governor to take order for the protection of the inhabitants against

his injustices. Judge Kerr also was accused of divers malversa-

tions. The public, scandalized at so many disorders being dragged

into light, grew more and more distrustful of the colonial authori-

ties ; and a time was evidently near when partial reforms would

no longer satisfy the general expectations of the country. In

1831, Lord Howick, under-secretary for the colonies, got a law

passed, despite protestations against it by Wellington, for amend-

ing the Canadian constitution in such a way as to allow the two

chambers to dispose of all the colonial revenues, in exchange for

a permanent civil list of £19,000. Reforms that have to be waited

for are always suggestive, intermediately, of many more; and

this truth became manifest in Canada, for the chamber already

demanded several new reforms before voting any civil list. In

proportion m it advanced in its career of opposition, it obtained

a clearer view of the true source whence the evils of the country

flowed.

Tho parliament re-assembled Nov. 16, 1831; when the repre-

sentatives received a copy of a long reply from Lord Goderich to

its addresses of the preceding session. It was referred to the

committees of public instruction, of commerce, of the administra-

tion of justice, of executive and judicial officers, and of audits,

which were each to note the several parts of it that concerned those

subjects severally. A more important despatch still followed the pre-

ceding. It invited the chambers to pass a law to make the judges in-

dependent of the crown, and irremovable during good conduct ; the

meaaure conditioQing that their aala^ies should be fixed j in fu-
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turo, no judge to be appointed a councillor, with the exception of

the chief-justice ; and he even to be debarred from taking part in

political debates. On presenting the resolution passed on this subject

by the Imperial Parliament, Lord Aylmer asked the assembly to vote

the remainder of the civil list. The members, evading the request,

formed thcmselvas into a committee of the whole house, to take

into consideration the composition of the two councils ; and, after

long debates, the question was adjourned. The bill relative to the

judges having been adopted by the chamber and passed in the

council, the governor prayed that the chamber would vote the pay-

ment of his own salary, along with the salaries of the provincial

secretary, of the attorney-general, and of the solicitor-gene-

ral. These salaries, with the pay of the judges, some other

payments, and small allowances, made up a total of £19,000.

His lordship's request was discussed in a general committee ; but the

house rose without coming to a vote, which was tantamount to a

rejection of the suit of the governor. Never, as has been often

said, did the assembly commit so serious a fault as this. But al-

ready a malign influence carried it beyond prudential limits. The

late elections had, in fact, changed the character of the body en-

tirely. A number of young men having persuaded the constitu-

encies to return them, they brought into the assembly their exag-

gerated ideas ; and pushed on the chief leaders of the debates, who

needed restraining influences after polemical heats, rather than

to be further impelled into a hazardous course. Messrs. de

Bleury, Lafontaine, Morin, Rodier, &c., opined that it were a

pity to stop (even for a moment) in mid-career. It was absolutely

necessary (it seemed to such as they) that the people should at

once enter into possession of all the rights, and of every privilege,

which devolved indubitably upon all the citizens of the New World;

that there was nothing to be risked by making unlimited demands,

for was not the American confederation standing by, ready to re-

ceive into its arms the Canadians, if they were worsted in a sacred

struggle with metropolitan impatronisation ? Such being the

humour of the majority, all proposals for adopting a ;aiddle term, or

for coming to any compromise, were of course resisted. The more

ardent members formed a group around M. Papineau ; they ex-

cited him into further opposition ; they promised him the firmest

Vol. III~w

1^



I .
>

'v:

322 HISTORY OP CANADA.

*

f ,

!

<"'

» '

^rapport in all things, on every occasion I Seeing lione of the ob-

stacles in the way of their headlong course, they imagined that they

could constrain the British nation to give way before the rush they

were making to the goal ; or to be led into whatever by-path they

chose to point out. They did not reflect that the British govern^

ment, more skilful than their leaders, would ultimately make use

of their divagations (in order to realize the very system they most

dreaded) : we mean that best described in the words of the Report of

Lord Dnrham, its reviver, if not originator,
—" The settlement, in

this province, of a British population having English laws and

usages ; and to confide its direction only to a legislature of a tho-

roughly British character."

Notwithstanding the warmth of sentiment breathed on all

occasions, outwardly, by Lord Aylmer, it was easy to perceive that

the repulses he received from the assembly had made him distrust-

ful of its intents. The communication which he had it in chaise to

make to the members respecting the clergy reserves, for want of

a better understanding between the parties became another cause

for contentions. The public lands appertained, of right, to all

the communities, without distinction of sects. The imperial gov-

ernment nevertheless set apart, without any proper reason or col-

ourable pretext, and at a time when religious prejudices were extra-

prevalent, a considerable part of that property for the support of

a Protestant clergy ; this, too, in a country where professors of

.inglioanism were as so many units among hundreds of its adver-

saries. Thus was Canada treated like Ireland, where catholics

and dissenters alike have to pay tithes to Church of England par-

Ojns,—^for between the fruits derived from the land, and the dis-

posal of the land itself, when either is reserved for special uses,

there is no material difference. Lord Goderich, aware of the

faultiness of such a misdirection of public property, invited the

assembly to regulate tb'^ clei^-reserves system in whatever mode

it thought would be most advantageous. Here was an equitable

and important concession. The chamber at once passed a (tren-

chant) bill for annulling that article in the colonial constitution

which recognized the validity of the clergy reserves. Sustained

by the members for the Easiiern Townships themselves, the assem-

bly got up another bill, for revoking the law which Ellice induced
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th: Imperial ParliameDt to pass, which authorized proprietors of

Ian ..: to sell them at whatever price they could get, and to intro-

duc3 the English system of tenure. We need hardly add, that

both these bills were quashed by the council ; whose spirit, at this

time, may be inferred from the fact, that it had imprisoned the

publishers oi the journals La Minerve and TAe Vindicator, for

over-free comments on its proceedings ; finding these newspaper cri-

ticisms none the more palatable for being accompanied with con-

trasting praises ox the assembly. With respect to the crown lands,

Lord Goderich inclined that, instead of making grants of parts

of them gratuitously to all applicants, they should be periodically

put up, in allotments, to sale by auction : he intimated, however

that if the assembly could think of any better system for the

public advantage, he was willing to sanction it. In regard to the

clergy reserves, his opinion was the same as that of the assembly

—

they ought to be abolished. " When any system adopted to raise

money for public purposes is found to be distasteful to the contri-

butors, its intended appropriation to the clerical uses of a minori-

ty of rival religionists makes it seem all the more odious in the

eyes of the majority." ,, i ; ;. i>,^

The assembly, having concluded it-* inquest respecting the

judges put under accusation, demanded that the governor should

suspend them from their functions. He refused to do so, under

the pretext that these functionaries were not in the same position

officially, as Mr. Stuart, they being independent of the executive

council ; but intimated to the members, at the same time, that if

the legislative councillors would back the present application he

would yield to it. Meantime new complaints having been made
against Judge Fletcher, they were referred to a committee of assem-

bly, which made a report upon the charges ; but an adjournment

of the chambers took place before any action could be taken in the

matter.

One of the latest resolutions of the assembly embodied a demand
that the post-office should be placed under l^islative control.

Aylmer, when he prorogued the chambers, expressed his regret

on finding that, after all the (fond) hopes which the votes and
resolutions of the assembly had given rise to, it should have met
the request of fiixing the civil list by an ignoramm. He in-

1
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formed the members, that, however inconvenient it might be, his

duty now was, pursuant to the orders given him, to submit the

bill for the annual supplies to the consideration [approbation) of

the king.

Despite all the concessions made by Lord Goderich, the excite-

ment in the country never slackened. The British party, on its

side, trembled with rage at the reforms proposed by that minister.

The French-Canadian party, on the other hand, firmly believed

that those reforms would have no good results, so long as there

were a majority of those men in the councils and executive

departments; that, in short, so long as the latter possessed a

preponderance in the government, the invidious distinctions

(demarcation insultante) between victors and vanquished would

for ever exist.

It was amidst these discords that an election of a member of

assembly for Montreal took place, and which lasted through three

weeks of an obstinate partisan struggle. Its course was accom-

panied by fitful riotings : on one of these occasions (May 21) the

troops in garrison being called to assist in quelling a disturbance,

fired upon the people ; three persons in the crowd were killed,

and two more wounded—a sad episode, which created a deep and

painful impression on the public mind. All the odium of this

transaction was laid on the executive council ;
" which knew so

well," it was said, " how to choose its victims." The governor

solicited M. Papineau to attend the inquest upon the bodies ; but

the latter declioed to do so, thinking that his presence would have

been ill looked upon by the British inhabitants, and might be mis-

interpreted as an inteference with the administration of justice in

the case.*—The (Asiatic) cholera, which burst out this year for

the first time in Canada, but of which malady there died in the

• The coroner issued his warrant for the arrest of Colonel Mackintosh

and Captain Temple, the two officers in command of tue soldiers when
they fired tapon the people. They were, however, let out on bail till

their trial should come on. The judges having declared that the pro>

cedure was illegal, a renewed sensation was got up against those officers .

but the grand jury threw out the bill of accusation drawn up in view of

their trial. The whole affair occasioned much trouble among the inha-

bitants of the city wherein the bloodshed took place.

—

B,
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space of five months, 3,300 persons in Quebec alone, terrible as

the visitation proved to be, had scarcely any calming effect on the

political perturbations of the time. Public meetings continued

to take place in divers parts of the province. The parish of St.

Charles, which seemed to be the recognized focus of agitation,

gave the example of a mode of treating public questions new to

the country. The malcontents acted, it was said, in imitation of

the Irish, under the leading of O'Connell ; but the leaders, in the

present case, found it impossible to stay the course of the move-

ment they now followed rather than counselled. In a meeting of

the chief inhabitants of the district of Chambly, it was declared

that Britain was responsible for the ravages of the ouolera ;
*

because the malady had been introduced to the country by a great

influx of emigrants, in whose bodies were the germs of the infec-

tion. True it was, indeed, that 52,000 emigrants were disem-

barked at Quebec in the course of or» year.f

At the public meeting referred io, besides mooting the cholera

grievance, protestations were made against the conduct of the

magistracy regarding the riot of May 21, and many other topics of

discontent were passed in review ; the greatest complaint of all

duly surging up,—namely, the (quasi) exclusion of French-Cana-

dians from public charges.

The British party also had its meetings contemporaneously, in

which counter-resolutions were passed, as a set oflF to those of St.

Charles. The attorney-general and solicitor-general of Upper

Canada convoked the citizens of Toronto, in view of petitioning

the king to annex the district of Montreal to that province.

Lord Aylmer, by this time, had quite broken with the members of

assembly, and was at issue with French-Canadianism generally. He
made a tour of the Eastern Townships and through the valley of

the Ottawa, whence he wrote to Lord Goderich that the former re-

gion could absorb 500,000 immigrants, the latter country 100,000

, {
'' Thus Irish agitation, in its turn, returned the compliment and paid

homage to Canadian absurdity, by making the British government and

Lord John Russell in particular, accountable for the " murders " result-

ing from the potato rot !

—

B.

t Not an unamusing example, this, of that peculiar kind of logic

which thus argues :
" Po$t hoc, ergo propter hoc."—-B.

r
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at least : adding that a stimulated peopling of these and otha
disposable parts of the Canadas from Ireland, was the best way of

settling the vexed question of the two races.

' Lord Goderich, meanwhile, was using his utmost efforts to

correct abuses. Eleven new members, eight ofwhom were French-

Canadians, were added to the executive council, by way of po-

pularising it in some d^ree. " For a length of time " says Mr.

Christie in his History of Lower Canada, " this body had been

falling in public esteem, and its reputation was now almost entirely

gone. There was nothing aristooratical in its composition ; and,

generally, the character and otatus of the members it was made

up of, were not of a nature to win for it the confidence or regard

of the community." But the reforms made were not effected so

rapidly as to content the public. The governor spoke with mo-

deration to the chambers, when he met them once more, in 1832;

he passed in review tb*^ subjects they were to take up, abstained

from all mention of the civil list, and gave well-deserved praise to

the courageous conduct and devoted attention of the clei^ and

medical men during the pestilence which had decimated the popu-

lation. The assembly, jealous of its privileges, now protested

against the censures which, it believed, had been made on its con-

duct, in the prorogation discourse of the previous session. Soon

afterwards, it received a message, containing the views of the

minister respecting the bill of supplies which had been laid before

the king. For the future, the governor was not to sanction any

money bill in which a distinct specification of each sum, and the

purpose for which it was granted, was not entered j and as the

ignoring of the question of supplies last session, was equivalent to

a rejection of them alt(^ther, the king would continue to defray

the public expenses with the funds which had been (otherwise)

put at his disposition. As for the bill making the judges inde-

pendent of the crown, it had not been sanctioned, because the

chamber had not fixed their salaries permanently, in accordance

with British practice ; a system all the more necessary to be

adopted in Canada, said his Lordship, as the population was divi-

sible into two classes, differing in origin, language, religion, and

habitudes ; and as the preponderance of one of the two in the

assembly excited the jealousy of the other.
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. . This resnmption by the colonial-offioe of a retrogressive or sta-

tionary policy, quickened the spirit of opposition In the assembly.

Its table groaned under a load of petitions against abuses s- i

claiming redress of grievances, from the district of Montreal,

of Two Mountains, of I'lslet, of Richelieu, of St. Hyacinthe, of

Rouville, of Chambly, of Verch^res, &o. The election riots at

Montreal and their untoward accompaniments becoming a special

topic in these petitions, the assembly constituted an inquest upon .

that subject. The governor refused to answer an interrogation

made by the chamber, whether he had recommended that an addi-

tion should be made to the members of the legislative council

;

nor did he assent to a demand made upon him, to gratify the as-

sembly's curiosity as to the names of the additional parties he

intended to nominate.—The assembly thereupon voted a call of the

whole house for the 10th of January. • ?> ' '
' ' • '

, It was finally resolved, after a deliberation which lasted one

month, ended by a division of 34 against 26, to present a

new address to the king, praying he would re-constitute the coun-

cil as an elective body. The chamber afterwards protested against

the proposed annexation of the island of Montreal to Upper

Canada; an insulated district, it was said, containing nearly

60,000 inhabitants, the greater part of whom were descended, it

was added, from those whose interests were secured by the capitu-

lations of 1760. ' To make such an excision of Itower Canada as

was then proposed, the chamber averred, would be a violation, not

only of those capitulations, but of the most solemn acts of the

Imperial parliament, and a breach of faith on the part of the en-

tire British nation.

The intelligence which arrived soon afterwards, that attorney-

general Stuart and Judge Kerr had been superseded, did Uttle to

allay the prevalent effervescence. The legislative council, losing

patience at the reiterated attacks of the assembly, and forced 1.

resent them by the party it represented in the country, in its

turn voted an address to the king, as a set off to that of the repre-

sentatives of the people. Therein it was stated, that the coun-

cillors, having taken into consideration the dangerous and uncon-

stitutional acts of the assembly, and the alarming state of the

province, prayed that his Majesty would have the goodness

11
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to take tho necessary measures for remedying such evils. They as-

serted, that Canada, erewhilo in a state of oulm and increauing

prosperity, was now falling into anarchy, and verging towards

totiil ruin ; that the greatest efforts had been made and were still

making to irritate the colonists of diverse race against each other

;

that the interests of trade and agricvsUure were sacrificed by cabal-

lers ; that the governor was falsely accused of partiality and in-

justice ; that the civil and military authorities were denounced as

forming a corrupt body, set up to oppress, not protect the people

—

their accusers' aim, in thus libelling them, being to discredit them,

and thu3 nullify their legitimate influence ; that the judges were de-

famed, yet to the council was denied tho power of examining

tho accusations brought against them ; and, to crown all, the as-

sembly had made a demand that the councillors themselves should

bo elected, not selected.

In other passages of the same document, it was urged that the

continued existence of the council, as then constituted, was essen-

tial to maintain the operation of tho royal prerogative in Lower

Canada, and no loss so for preserving the colony as a dependency of

Great Britain, as well as for tho security of the 150,000 subjects,

of British birth or descent, which it contained. His Majesty

was admonished, that an elective council, would be, in effect,

only a supplementary assembly; that if their body were thus

re-constituted, public charges would become elective also. But

the master evils of such a change as that proposed would bo, the

insecurity sure to be thence resultant for British colonists, both

in their persons and property ; that thereby all material progress

would be paralysed, and the flow of immigration interrupted
;

that it would loosen, if it did not even break, the ties which bound

them to their mother-country, bring about a collision between

the Canadas, and inundate both with fraternal blood, (for the

upper provincials would not look calmly on while a French repu-

blic were forming between Lower Canada and the United States)
;

and finally, the council presented the fact, for his Majesty's con-

sideration, that it had not sanctioned the mission of M. Yiger to

London.

The impulse which had dictated this address, carried those

who drew it up farther than was needful to attain rightful
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ends. The idea, that a preponderance ought to bo maintained by

the minority over the majority of the colonists, because the for-

mer was royalist while the latter was Qallican and republican in

its tendencies, was repudiated by the minister. " His Majesty,"

he wrote in reply, " received with satisfaction the expressions of

loyalty and attachment to the constitution contained in the ad-

dress He cannot but wish, however, that the council had

abstained from using, with r 'ference to the other branch of the

Canadian legislature, language less temperate in its tone than is

consistent with its own dignity, or calculated to maintain or restore

a good understanding between the two bodies. More especially

his Majesty laments the introduction of any words having the

appearance of a.scribing to a class of his subjects of one origin,

views at variance with their allegiance. On all classes alike his

Majesty relies for willing obedience to the law. To every class, in

return, he will always extend his paternal protection ; and the

legislative council may rest assured, that he will not fail to secure

to all, the constitutional rights and liberty they enjoy by their

participation in British institutions."—At the same time, the

minister gave it as his own opinion, that the president of council

had no right to a double vote on any question ; but it was for the

imperial parliament to decide the point, if again mooted, on any

future occasion.

The late formation of a Land Company in London, for colon-

izing the Eastern Townships, had for some time past engaged

the attention of the French-Canadian people. They believed

that the association had ends in view hostile to them ; that its

promoters wished to secure, in advance, large territorial grants,

with the intent to exclude the habitants afterwards, by high

prices for concessions, and putting other obstacles in the way
of French-Canadian settlers in those parts. This was indeed

the aim of some of the men associated in the enterprise, but not

of all. The assembly, having taken the matter into considera-

tion, petitioned the king, praying that he would not accord to

the company any lands, or a charter, or other privileges whatever.

The legislative council, on the other hand, prayed that he would

accord to the association all the benefits the assembly wished to

deny to it. Upon voting the supplies, the assembly disallowed
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or diminished certain items of oxpondituro ; and reduced tho

totality of tho sum asked for, from £54,000 to £47,000. The

council, when tho mo-aey bill waa presented, rejected it entirely

;

justifying their refusal by a series of explanatory resolutions.

After a session of nearly five months' duration, tho chambers

were prorogued on the 4th of April.

The interior government of tho colony was now in an exocp*

tional state. The cities of Quebec and Montreal had lately ob-

tained municipal institutions. The municipality of Quebec,

chiefly composed of Gullo-Canadians, passed regulations, in the

French language, end presented them to the tribunals, as tho

law prescribed, for confirmation. The judges refused to receive

them, for not being drawn up in English as well. This unex-

pected refusal, at a time when the public mind was so excited

otherwise, furnished new amis to the claimants of a radical reform.

The action of the judges in the case was denounced as a viola-

tion of the treaty of 1763. " Our representatives," urged the

opposition journalists, " ought to be called on to decide whether

the faith of two nations, plighted to maintain our rights, is to be

played with iu a such manner."

For some time past, Mr. Neilson, noting the railway speed

(entrainenunt) with which a majority of the representatives were

pursuing their oppopltion career, seceded from M. Papineau's

party. Several influential French-Canadians, such as Messrs.

Quesnel and Cuvillier, along with some others, had before done the

like. These enlightened men, whose experience and judgment

gave them great weight, acknowledged the justice of the demands

by the majority ; but they feared to lose, in a struggle for rights

not yet conceded, those that had already been latterly obtained.

Lord Goderich had made concessions and initiated reforms which

were not to be despised ; considering, too, that he had so acted in

presence of the rooted prejudices of the British people against

every thing French or catholic in its nature. In proportion as

progress was made in putting those prejudices to shame, our oppo-

sitionists rose in their demands for further reforms. M. Bedard,

senior, Mr. Neilson, and M. Papineau, were three of the most

eminent statesmen (constitutional) Canada had yet known ; and

the political separation of the two latter was a real misfortune for
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the oountry. Tho oloquenoe, the fervour of the one, was happily

tempered by the ooohieas, the oaloulating temperament of the otlier.

NeilBon, being of Soots origin, had not his innermost feelings affcot-

od, personally, by the state of inferiority in which his compatriots

wished to keep the French-Canadians. Both had been intimate,

almost from childhood upwards ; and both had thitherto fought,

side by side, for the common cause. Messrs. Cuvillier and Que»-

nol, again, wore liberals, but of a moderate stamp ; both lovers of

their oountry, and enjoying a reputation among their fellows

which reflected honour on all parties.

M. Papincau, in parting company with so many ofbis wisest com-

patriots, and running headlong into a contest with tho authorities

of the British empire, took upon himself a perilous responsibility.

When ho exchanged for a time tho presidential chair for the seclu-

sion of his mansion, but was still unrecovered from the heats of party

contention, he proceeded to pen an exposition of the grievances

which his compatriots had to lay to the charge of Britain. Unhappily

the list he had to make was long ; the revolving of them in his ar-

dent mind could not fail to excite it still more. When next session

opened, he submitted this exposition to his friends.

During the same interval, Mr. Stanley replaced Lord Goderich

as secretary of state for the colonies. The former had become in-

imical to the French-Canadians, and was a partisan oi anglification.

^e appvoved of the governor's conduct, and that of the legislative

council, on the financial question, in a despatch dated June 6,

1833, sent to Lord Aylmer.

The latter communicated this favourable testimonial of his own

imputed merits to Mr. Ryland, who, in turn, wrote a letter, dated

Aug. 14, to Aylmer, in which he expressed a wish that the new

minister would see the necessity of engaging the Imperial parlia-

ment to reflate vexed questions by statutory enactments j adding,

that if the absurd pretensions of the assembly-men were entertain-

ed, which aimed at prescribing by varying votes annually, the

precise salaries and duties of every office , few Britons would in-

cline to accept any public charge in the colony : but his comfort

was, that the expanding populousness of Upper Canada would soon

swamp the alien race of the lower provinces ; and that then (if not

before) an incorporation of the two, which he r^arded as being in

any case inevitable, would terminate all existing difficulties.

I'
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The house receiwd several niessnges fttun the governor. One,

Bcnt Jan. 13, related to the annual supplies; and another, refer-
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" in vii'Wiif dt'Biring llnit, lii« MiiJcHly would inUliorifon convention

of tlie people of fjower Cimmln to |j<( enlled, to wet, iinide llie le^|(!-
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my iluty to submit for tlio consiihiration of parliament Home modi-

fications of the cliarterR of the (Janadns— not, however, for iritro-
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ttiid coiue-.i their connexion with the mother country—adhering

ever to ihe spirit of tho llritlsli constitution ; confining, too, witliiti

tlioir legitimate bounds, the rights and privileges of all his Majes-

ty's subjects."

It needs not be said, what effect this decision had upon the

members, Tlie governor's messages to tlie chaml)er were referred

to spoeial committees; the latter refusing to advance to the eham-

ll>er the needful money to pay it« expenses, under a pretext that
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the rejection of his demand for supplies had alread oo 7r.-:.oh. in-

creased his pecuniary responsibilities. The assembly then de-

manded a copy of the royal instructions regarding the supply bill

of 1832. It next repudiated a bill adopted by the council, for

erecting a tribunal to judge public functionaries. The council, in

turn, rejected a bill passed by the assembly, for safeguarding the

dignity and independence of the two councils. Contrary to every

principle of the Liitish constitution, this project, which had been

regarded with little attention, mv^e the executive councillors in-

dependent of the control of either legislative chamber. It was

introduced by Mr. A. Stuart, and seemed to be conceived in an

ironical rather than a senious spirit.

Meanwhile, the day fixed for entering upon a consideration of

the state of the province arrived. It vk'as for this occasion that

Mr. Papineau Id prepared his statement of grievances already

adverted to, Aa soon as tlie chamber met, he showed the paper

to the members of his party. They met several times, at the house

of M. Bedard, deputy for Montmorenci county, to discuss the

changes judged to be necessary. M. Morin, another partisan, was

charged to embody each grievance in a resolution. During the

former session, M. Bedard and some of his friends manifested an

inclination to separate from M. Papineau's party. In order to

induce the former, or " Quebec party," to rejoin the latter, some

of the resolutions were modified ; and M. B*- Sard's self-love was

flattered, on the occasion, by his being solicited to propose them

in the house. The debates lasted several days. M. Papineau

made a speech, in which he imprudently gave the rein to an out-

burst of republican enthusiasm :
—

" Long have we uttered our

complaint," said he, " and we are all or' one mind regarding our

grievances ; there is no doubt as to the parties who inflict them

upon us ; the only difficulty is, how to find a remedy. It is time

now to set about obtaining it. There are. persons among us whose

minds, pre-occupi^d with the workings of European institutions,

would have us to adopt their ideas in this matter. But it is not

for us imperfectly informed as we are of the nature of such insti-

tutions, to judge of their merits or demerits. Let us inquire

rather into things that more nearly concern our own destiny, and

strive to build up our libertios as solidly and durably as possible.
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It is certain that, before long, the whole of America will be repu-

blioanised. If a change be necessary in our presetiw constitution,

is it to be undertaken in view of such a conjuncture as I have

just mentioned ? would it be a crime were I to demand that it

should ? The members of this house are all answerable to their

constituents for whatever decision they may come to in this regard

;

and even though thfe soldiery should slaughter them for it, they

ought not to hesitate, for one moment, to pronounce for any change

which they consider beneficial to their country. It needs not that

we inquire, what is our present, what was our past situation in Ame-

rica. Britain herself has founded mighty republics on this conti-

nent, wherein flourish liberty, public morals (Za morale), commerce,

and the arts. The French and Spanish American colonies, with

political institutions much less free, have been unfortunate, and

had to struggle against the inherent vices of their constitutions.

But British rule in the colonies, what has been its nature ? has

it been more aristocratic than dcmocratical ? And, in Britain

itself, is it purely aristocratic ? It in therefore a great mistake, on

the part of M. Stanley, to discourse to us of British monarchic

sway in this present year. Eighteen hundred and thirty-four. In

the days of the Stuarts, those who maintained that the monarchic

principle was paramount in Britain, lost their heads on the scaflbld.

Ever since that age, Britain has had a government called mixed,

and no other qualification can we rightly apply to it. Owing to

this, its true quality, is it that Mr. Stanley has got into place and

power ; the entry to which would have been barred against him,

if a vote of the house of coiiimons had not constrained royalty to

give up its own wishes. The king was told to yield, else he would

be discrowned I And yet this man, despised as he is by the Bri-

tish people, now enlarges, for our edification, on the monarchic go-

vernment of Britain ! we the while well knowing, that the British

people, so great for their commerce, for their institutions, ibr their

progress in civilization and the arts, and yet more for the liberty

which they have borne to the ends of the earth, are free at any

moment to upset the monarchy thus spoken ofwhenever they list
!"

Mr. Neilson proposed, as an amendment to the resolutions

Inoved by M. Bedard, " that as the despatch of the colonial min-

ister of date July 9, 1831, in reply to the address of the chamber

f
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of M«iX5h IG provlouB, contnincfl n formnl promise thnt \\w oolo-

niul-oflioo would oo-opornto with tho nwoinbly in roilrowiug tho

chief grioviuiocs coniplninod of, it now boeiuno tho ihity of the

ohiunber to labour, in conformity with tho npirit of thut tUwpntoh,

for tho itnpnivomont of tho colonial government, within tho limit«

of tho existing conHtitution
; and to endeavour to maintain tho

trnmiuillity of tlto country meanwhile. That, m the despatch from

the colonial-ortiee, dated 14th January last, confirmed the proniiso

already adverted to, the ehaniber on{^tt to undert«ko tho duty of

ameliorating tho condition of the pmvincc generally ; and that, in

especial, it ought to regulate lli(> occupancy of waste lands, amend

the laws atfiHjting property, secure j\idicial independence, improve

judicial pnrccdure, increase oflicial responsibility, bring into order

the public accounts, and abolish every uselowi oflico."

The hon. mowr of the above amendment, adverting to the reso-

lutions he was put forward to oppose, said that " they controvertcdl

the rightful existence of the legislative council,—a body lej^aliy

organiaod by the constitution of 1791 ; they called in question

he stintu.i of the king's n^presentative, ftn«)ther branoli of the con-

stitutional g<>vornmont of the colony ; they went tho length of

justitying n flat refumvl at any time, or at all times, of furnishing

the annual supplies absolutely needed for defraying the expense of

governing the province : a proceeding (insultingly) detrimental to

the British ]|>eople, one of whcvie executive it\stitutions the secmta-

riat of the colonies waa.—Having said this much," continued Mr,

Neilson, ** I neovl scarcely add, that I caiinot vote for those reso-

lutions as they now stiind. In Britain and the tiniled States

nlike, I would observe, (tho rather because tho example of tho

latter hjis boon just held up for our imitation,) that defenders of

popular intere«t« lalntunni to effect changes, not from a mere

craving fo- n^forms, but because their rulers were ever endeavour-

ing to violate twnstitutions already existing. The lino of demar-

cation is quite distinct, therefore, between our position and theira

in times past. It is this, that wlicreas the American nn'olut ionists

and the liritish lil)erals ciMubated for the maintenance of franchises

already ac«|uired ; we oppositionists arc reaching out our hands

(over eagerly extended) for freedom xro never yet possessed. Tho

result, in our oaso, must necessarily be differout. History is

"Vt



THK NINRTY-TWO 11B80LUTION8. 337

always tho nafost guide for our direction : it is a monitor wliioh

tolln UH, that oouRoquonocH arc always OMnformablo to prinoipicH."

Following, on tho wimo nido, M. Quonnol thus doliverod hlm-

Helf :
" I fear that any duniand we may nmko on Britain, at tho

proBont orisin, for a chnngo of our uonstitution, will not bo ad-

;nitt(n) ; and a rcf\iHnl, on demand formally mado, muy load to

oonHoiiuoncoR iliHuBtrouB for this country. In Britain itself tho

vices of our colonial government have never yet been generally

iTCognijied
;
what hope have any of you that they will be aoknow-

ledg-ed at tho present time ? For my part, I have none whatever.

Besides, I know not whither the resolutions just proposed wimld
lead us. Their first offeot, however, among ourselves, will bo
to aggravate Canadian troubles ; and, what is more, they may
load to a groat re-action ngninst our cause. Heaven knows I
wish not for either of those results : I only wish that my appre-

hensions, both ways, may prove to bo groundless. And although

I do not belong to tho party in majority here, if the chamber can
obtain, through adoption of the resolutions now under conside-

ration, real and substantial benefits for our common country I
shall rejoice at tho result, in conjunetion with the larger number
of my colleagues, who will thereby have praotically demonstrated

that they took a more eorrect view of vhat wore best to bo done
than I am inclined at present to take. It will be my turn then to

own my regret that I had not in me an energy equal to tho cir-

cu!r"»tancos of tho case ; that I was unfitted to brave tho dangers

I now think imminent. If, on the other hand, the chamber
enter into a struggle in which, as I fully expect, it will be mado
to succumb, I shall then, along with you all, have to endure tho

consoiiuent evils which will fall upon our country. My consola-

tion in such an extremity w.'.l bo, That a majority of the chamber
erred, indeed, but with tho cost intentions—and never shall any of
our enomicB have to say that over I imputed to our friends any
other ; muoh less shall I conjoin in any future attempts to tyran-

nise over us."

Mr. Neilson's amendment having been put to the vote, was re-

jtHJted by a majority of 60 against 24 ; Messrs. Cuvillier, Quos-
nol, and a few other French-Canadians voting with the minority.

Animated and prolonged debates succeeded : they eventuated in

Vol. III.—

X
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the adoption of the whole of what have aiace been known as the

Ninety-two Resolutions, by an overwhelming majority. The

following abstract of some of them, will give some notion of their

general tenor

:

"The provincial administrations trample under foot the rights

and sentiments dearest to the Canadians, who yet have hastened

to welcome as brothers all those emigrants from the British isles

who have come among them, without any distinction of origin, of

race, or of religious belief The greatest defect in the

constitution of Canada, is the right of nomination, by the crown,

of the legislative councillors. The constitution, or forr of gov-

ernment, best suited for this colony ought not to be sought for

alone in the institutions of Britain itself, where society is of a

very different nature from ours. It was not the possession of free

institutions which precipitated the revolution of the Anglo-Ameri-

can colonies ; for the province of New York, the most monarchic

in its constitution of all (in Mr. Stanley's sense of that epithet),

was the first to refuse submission to acts of parliament ; whilst

the provincials of Connecticut and Rhode Island, whose institu-

tions had a purely democratic character, were the last to enter into

the confederation of the United States Partiality in appoint-

ing persons to fill public office, has of late reached its climax ; for,

in a total population of 600,000 souls,—of which number 525,000

are of French descent,—there are but 47 functionaries of the latter

race ; and the places those men hold are of a subordinate character

and the lowest salaried ; while we find that there are installed in

place under the government, 157 functionaries of British origin

The assembly, and French-Canadians in general, ought to be strong

enough not to be insulted with impunity by anyone in any way; or,at

least, not be expected to put up tamely with insults ; and yet they

have read, in the despatches ofMr. Stanley, insulting language used

in regard to the people's representatives, such as would not be toler-

iited in any community even moderately frt-e .... The tone of such

documents is quite incompatible with the rights and privileges of

the assembly Since the origin and language of the French-

Canadians have become a pretext for vituperation, for exclusions, for

their meriting the stigma of political inferiority, for deprivation of

our rights, and ignoring popular interests—the chamber hereby en-
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le crown,

ters its protest against snch unjust assumptions ; and appeals against

them to the justice of the king and parliament of Great Britain,

likewise to the honourable feeling of the whole British people.

The numerical though not dominant majority of the inhabitants

of this colony are not themselves disposed to esteem lightly the

consideration which they inherit from being allied in blood to a

nation the equal at least of Britain in civilisation, and excelling

her in knowledge of the arts and sciences—a nation, too, now the

worthy rival of Britain for its free institutions."

After avowing its political confession offaith expounded as above,

the chamber followed up the series ofresolutions by a formal accu-

sation against Lord Aylmer, and prayed that the members of the

house of commons would impeach him in the house of lords for

mal-administration ; while sundry of the leaders of opposition in

the British parliament—among them, Messrs. O'Connell and

Hume—were personally called on to sustain the suit of the assem-

bly against the ministry. In the province itself, the liberals were

adjured to form committees everywhere, and open up a correspond-

ence with the above distinguished British commoners and with M.
Viger, resident Canadian agent in London ; also for the purpose

of communicating with the liberals in other British-American

colonies, the cause of one being the cause of all. Finally M,
Morin was despatched to London, charged to put into the hands

of M. Viger the petitions poured in from all quarters, based on

the resolutions passed by the assembly.

The legislative council, on the other hand, voted counter addres-

ses denouncing the sentiments advocated in the assembly, and pray-

ing the home government and legislature to preserve intact the con-

stitution of Canada. The British merchants ivi Quebec and Mont-

real, also signed petitions of like import ; adding, that the aasem-

bly-men had always been hostile to the leading interests of the

colony, and assuring his Majesty that the interposition of a legisla-

tive council, composed of crown nominees, was the best bulwark be-

tween representative institutions and the arbitrary tendencies natural

to an executive ; intimating, at the same time, that M. Viger's

mission was totally disallowed by the whole British-derived

people of the province. The subscribers, upon transmitting their

counter-petitions, enclosed them in a complimentary address to

V

»
»
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Lord Aylmer himaelf ; who, in a detailed reply explanatory of his

conduct, assured the petitioning parties that his hostility to the

French-Canadians was as strong as theirs could be.

The assembly had just exerted its authority in a way which had

^ven cause for chagrin to Lord Aylmer. The king's advocate, Mr.

Hamel, had emitted an official opinion regarding the Stanstead elec-

tion, vrhich induced the assembly to call that functionary to its

bar and reprimand him by the voice of the president for (as was

pretended) his having interfered with the freedom of election.

After voting funds for educational purposes, for the behoof of

sundry charitable institutions, for improving roadways, and affecting

other ameliorations, the representatives set aside the call made

upon them for the annual supplies, and b^n to wend their way

homewards.* Aylmer, finding that the members remaining were no

longer in number to make a house, prorogued the parliament - re<

marking, in his closing discourse, that as the two contending par-

ties in the country had severally appealed to the imperial parlia-

ment, he hoped both would abide by its arbitration between

them : adding an intimation of his opinion, meantime, that the

style of language in which the 92 resolutions had been expressed,

was unworthy ofthe assembly's usual urbanity, and manifested none

of the well-reputed moderation of the French-Canadian race ; that

those who were ignorant of facts might be led to believe from

their tenor that the country was in a fearful state of perturbation

through excitement at the grievances it was alleged to be suffering

under, whereas, outside of the assembly walls, public tranquillity

was unbroken. This assertion, even had it been true, was impru-

dent in itB expression. It provoked the assembly-men who voted

the 92 resolutions to give its author a practical denial forthwith, by

moving the masses to make a universal oppositionist demonstration,

which, become organized, was not slow to take the form of a (par-

tial) rebellion.

• That is, dispersed " without beat of drum ;" or rather (still speaking

proverbially), the assembly-men aad their president « took French

leave " of the govenior.—£.



CHAPTER II.

THE TROUBLES OF 1837.

1835-1837.

Effect of the 92 Resolutiona in Britain.—Part of the Eastern Townships

colonists side with the Assembly.—Committee appointed by the house

of commons on the aflfairs of Canada.—Debates in the British par-

liament on our affairs.—Ministerial changes.—District committees

formed in Canada.—Petitioning revived.—Letter of Mr. Roebuck.

—

Renewed discussions in the house ofcommons.—New Canadian parlia-

ment called.—Constitutional associations.—Alliance of Lower and Up-
per Canadian liberals.—Canadian parliament assembles.—New address

to Britain.—Another section of the majority of assembly secedes from

Papineau's party.—Lord Aberdeen's despatches.—Sir Robert Peel's

ministry—Three commissioners sent to Canada.—Lord Qosford re-

places Lord Aylmer.—House of lords' debates—Opening of the Cana-

dian parliament.—Discourse of Lord Gosford.—The assembly, persist-

ing in its course, grants supplies for six months only, which are

refused.—The parliament prorogued, and called together again.

—

Other British-American colonies renounce their opposition to the

home government, leaving the malcontent Canadians alone in the

struggle.—Report of the British commissioners : the conduct of the

ministry approved.—Meetings in Canada continued.—Language of

^he journalists.—Agitations in the rural districts.—Armed bands

appear.—M. Papiueau at Kamouraska.—Real sentiments of a majority

of the people.—New session of the provincial parliament, to no satis-

factory end.—Another address sent to the imperial parliament.

—

Several magistrates and militia officers discommissioned.—Secret

associations in arms formed in Quebec and Montreal districts.—De-

monstrations for the government.—Meeting of the Six Counties.

—

Mattdement of the bishop of Montreal.—The government prepares for

war.—Troubles at Montreal.—The troops beaten at St. Denis, but

successful at St. Charles.—Martial law proclaimed.—Several members

of assembly apply for a new parliament, but are refused.—Afifair of

St. Eustache.—The insurrection quelled.—Troubles in Upper Canada.

Resignation of Lord Qosford.—Debates in the house of commons.

—

The ministry undertakes to put down armed opposition by the public

force.

The adoption of the Ninety-two Resolutions in assembly, and

the abrupt prorogation of the chambers following thereupon, suf-
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fioiently proved that the tinios were critical. It was now for the

home autlioritics to decide what course they would take in the

existing poHturo of uffairs. Although much uncertainty prevailed

in the province itself as to that important point, there were ru*

mours current among the public, and hintfl thrown out in the

journals, which nourished the hopes of the liberal party, that the

British ntinistry would give way at the eleventh hour. The

newspapers published a despatch from Lord Oodorich to the gov-

ernor of Newfoundland, which served to justify the unfavourable

opinion of the assembly regarding legislative councils. " It cannot

be denied," wrote the minister, *' that in practice the existence of

these councils has been ittcndcd with serious disadvantages.

They have too often caused dissension among the several branches

of the legislature, have tended to lessen the responsibility of gover-

nors, anddeprivedthoasscmbliesof their most useful mciubers (hj

absorption), all this too without any compensatory benefit result-

ing. Colonial councils for legislation have not the status nor influ-

ence of the house of peers with us ; for their members have not the

like relative opulence, nor are they so independent of the govern-

ment, still less have they such consideration as attaches to ances-

, tral rank. Having regard to our experience of the working of

the system in the American colonies, I should incline to fuse the

material of two legislative chambers into one only, which would of

course bring the deputies of the colonists and his Majesty's repre-

sentatives into undivMed presence." These concluding words adum-

brated both the abolition of the legislative council and the intro-

duction of some system of vesponsibility.

About this time a number of the inhabitants of the Eastern

Townships assembled at Stanstead, and, presided by Mr. Moulton,

passed resolutions in approbation of the assembly's acts. Nearly all

counties, almost every parish, followed the example. The news-

papers' columns were full of the details of popular demonstrations

;

all of which encouraged the majority in assembly to run its course.

Delegates from the counties met in Montreal to organize a central

permanent committee, oharoed to keep up the agitation and sug-

gest the conduct to be followed "in certain circumstances." The

British party now spread a rejwrt, that the ministry had resolved

to unite the two Canadas. Agitation by thia time was as fer-
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vent in tho Upper as it wan in th« Lower province, and the liberal

party in the former seemed inelined to act with us.

But it was in London that our destinies had to bo decided.

Mr. Roebuck moved in the house of commons, April 15, 1834, that

a committee of the members should bo appointed for tho purpose

of seeking means to remedy the defects in tho governmont-i of the

two Canadas. In the debate upon this motion, tho hon. gentle-

man, with Messrs. O'Connell and Hume, took part with tho French-

Canadians. Mr. Stanley, colonial secretary, with Lord llowickand

Mr. P. Stewart, defended the polity of ministers in our regard.

Mr. Roebuck, while pleading the cause of Lower Canada, also sus-

tained the aspirations of the Upper-Canadian malcontents, who

had sent Mr. Mackenzie to London as their agent, but whose mis-

sion was disowned by a majority in tho Upper-Canadian legisla-

ture. Mr. Stanley, therefore, alleged that Upper Canada was per-

fectly satisfied with its constitution
;
declaring also that the people

of the lower province would be content with theirs too, well suited as

it was to protect their language, habitudes, and laws, but for the

discredit thrown upon the government by factious men who misled

them. He declared that the legislative council ought to be main-

tained just as it stood ; because, were it re-oonstituted by election

of the members, executive influence would become extinct in the

colonial legislature : while, with such an undesirable mutation, the

rights of the British minority in the province would assuredly be

sacrificed, fur the surety of which the legislative council had been

specially established. The assertion was admitted as true, that

out of 204 state functionaries in office, only 47 were French-Cana-

dians ; but as there was now small doubt that the two Canadas

would some day incorporate as one British dependency, although,

the minister added, he was not prepared to realize the project

;

but such a measure appeared to him to be the only effectual means

for giving stability to British principles in the colony, and taming

the rebellious assembly-men sitting in Quebec. Mr. Stanley after-

wards moved as an amendment to Mr. Roebuck's motion, that a

special committee should be nominated to enquire into and report

on the extent to which the rcoommcndations of tho Canadian con:-

mittee in 1828 had been attended to. The motion, as thus amen.

ded, was carried.

.
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O'Connell protested against the oomposition of the legislative

council, because it gave a double vote to the government ; and

declared that one of the chief abuses prevaiUn^: .1 the colony was

attributable entirely fo the council, because it uui^rmly took part

with aliens a^i^ainst the people of French race, the only rightful

inhabitants oi tlie eoujitry.

As soon as intelligonco of the above proceedings reached Mont-

real, the central committee passed votes of thanks to the British

parliamentary orators who had sustained the cause of the Cana-

dians
; it also expressed its approbation of the conduct of Messrs.

Bidwell, Mackenzie, and other reformers of Upper Canada.

The new Canadian committee of the commons decided, against

the wishes of Mr. Stanley, on extending its inquiries beyond those

prescribed for tho investigations of that of 1828. The members

of it demanded and obtained copies of the correspondence between

the colonial-oflBce and the successive governors of Canada during

recent years. Upon perusal of Lord Aylmer's despatches, there

were found in them offensive epithets applied to the leaders of

the country party (jmrti canadien) whioh Mr. Baring would fain

have effaced from the record. Among the witnesses called aud in-

^
terrogated by the committee were. Sir Jame? Kempt, Messrs. Viger,

Morin,* EUioe, J. Stuart, and Gillespie ; also captain McKennan.
Sir James Kempt naplicd, when interrogated on the subject, that

the only way for settling the financial dissensions would be for

the Imperial parliament to fix the salaries of the public function-

aries, and make provision for their payment ; that as to the exe-

cutive council, in his own case when govsrnor he had dispensed

with its services altogether. Mr. J. Stuart opined that the assem-

bly ought to be recognized, and in such manner as to secure a

majority of British members at all times ; or else he would advise

conjoining the two Canadas, and endowing the united province

with an executive council,—one having power, not only to renew

itself, but to renew the legislative council also.

It was while the Canadian question was pending in the house

• M. Morin had a conference, of an hour and a halfs duration, with

Mr. Stanley and Sir Jamea Graham ; when they together discussed th«

financial question, and that of an elective council.
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of commons, that a portion of the minifltry resigned,* owing to

some differences among its members regarding the affairs of Ireland.

Mr. Stanley, the retiring minister for the colonies, was succeeded

by Mr. Spring Rioo. This change, the news of which waa at first

exulted over in Canada,— wherein Mr. Stanley had lost that popu-

larity which his speeches in 1822 gained for him,—had very little

infludnce upon our destinies. The brief report presented by the com-

mittee on Canadian affairs was pointless ; and its small suggestions,

if attended to, would still have left matters pretty much as it found

them. It was drawn up in an ambiguous style : straining not to

offend any one, it of course pleased nobody ; and was least pala-

table of all to those whom it recommended to the merciful consid-

eration of the colonial-office. Not but that there had been some

spirited discussion of our affairs in the oommittee-room, which

ought to have eventuated otherwise. Even as it was, Mr. Roebuck

obtained the excision from the document of some paragraphs

inserted at the instance of Mr. Stanley, who, supported by Sir

James Graham and Mr. Robinson, strove to obtain a formal ap-

probation of his ministerial polity ; but which was resisted by Mr,

Roebuck, supported by Lord Howick and Mr. Labouchere. After

four hours' debate, Stanley's attempt was frustrated by a negativ-

ing majority of two.

Meanwhile the district committees of Canada continued their

sittings ; transmitting to London the people's petitions, which bore

collectively, at length, 60,000 signatures ; while they corresponded

at the same time with our agents, and passed resolution on reso-

lution to exoite the people to assume an imposing attitude. The

Montreal committee received a letter from Mr. Roebuck, with the

information that he had no hope for the cause so long as Mr.

Stanley was in office, but that he had better hopes of Mr. Rice,

M

• The words ia the author's text are, " une partie deg ministres resign-

drent sur la question des biens de I'lrlaade." What bient are meant, we
caauot imagine. There was indeed an Irish tithe bill in progress, which,

after being passed by the commons, was rejected hj the lords, May 11,

1834. But the moving cause which brought about the resignation of

Earl Grey (July 8) waa his failure in getting the Irish coercion bill re-

newed, which he thought was still needful to keep down perilous agita-

tion. The succeeding (Althorpe) administration was formed July 1 7.

—

B.
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who scorned to bo more tractable. The latter had already given

up the bill introduced by his predecessor regarding the civil list

;

and Mr. Roebuck suggested that a little time should bo allowed to

see if ho would do more : adding, " It were better to fight for the

privilege of self-government, than to yield up one's natural rights

without a struggle ; but all other moans ought assuredly to be tried

before having recourse to force of arms. The chamber may, if

the members think fit, as in Kompt's time, pass a temporary sup-

ply bill—under protest, however, with an expression of its right of

refusal ; and making known at tae same time, that, by its conced-

ing so far, it wished to show its own moderation, and enabled the

new colonial minister to show an inclination to redress giievanccs

without further solicitation." Mr. llocbuck afterwards advised that

the people should be stirred up {reveilli), and not depart one jot

from the principles that had been laid down ; finally, he intimated

that no good government could be had in the colony till popular

influence were extended by the abolition of the legislative council.

We shall see, in the sequel, whether those oouusols were of the

wisest,

On the 4th of August, there was some discussion of our affairs

in the house of commons, on occasion of a motion made by Mr.

Hume relative to the Ninety-two Resolutions. Mr. Rice at this

time severely censured Mr. Hume for writing a letter, published

in the newspapers, in which the Canadians were called on to resist

the baneful domination of the British government. " It does not

befit a man," said the minister, "sitting in security here among

us (and so far removed from the scene of action) to promulgi.te

counsels inciting others to do that which may call down so many ills

on Britain and Canada as ever attend on civil war. If a recourse

be had to arms ultimately, I hope that those who conspired to

bring it on will be signalized for conspirators, if not denounced as

rebels."

The Canadian parliament having attained its term, new elections

took place, with returns of members more unfavourable, collec-

tively, to the government than those in the former assembly. The

polling was accompanied by disorders in several places. At Mont-

real, the troubles were so great, that the elections had to be sus-

pended for a time. At Sorel, a French-Canadian was killed by
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a gun-ahot deliboratoly fired. The BritiBh pnrty, alon^ with some

CanadianB, Mcsars. Noilson and Walker at their head, formed at

Quebec, Three-llivcrs, and Montreal, " Constitutional Associa-

tions," antagonistic to the country party (partiatm de la

chamhre). These associators signed petitions to the King,

couched in similar terms to those which the British formerly

caused Lord Aylmcr to transmit to London on their behalf. In

the present case, the two loyalists above named were directed to

lay them, ni nerson, at his Majesty's feet. Many of the colonists

of British race, however, shared the sentiments of the majority of

French-Canadians ; and, by their votes and influence, six or seven

anti-government members were seated in the new assembly. The

Eastern Townships, peopled by men of British blood, were friendly

to reforms. At their invitation, M. Papineau repaired to Stan-

stead ; where he was received with " all the honours," by the com-

mittees formed in that section of Lower Canada. A great num-

ber of persons waited upon him, the day he arrived ; and The

Vindicator newspaper reported that more than 500 were present,

including several Americans from New Hampshire and Vermont,

among them (one) General Fletcher. In the evening, he was in

vited to a dinner of 200 covers.

These local demonstrations, along with (fiery) speeches at pub-

lic meetings everywhere, and the fervid lucubrations of journalists

—all announced a redoubling of violence and passionateness. M.

Papineau, in his address to the electors, counselled the people to

purchase no article from Britain, adjuring them to clothe themselves

in Canadian-manufactured stuffs, and drink home-made beverages

only ; as thereby they would at once encourage native industry,

and dry up those sources of public revenue which the government

made so bad a use of. As the banks of the colony, also, were in

the hands of parties hostile to the assembly, he urged the inhabij

tants to demand payment for their notes in specie. There was

even a project mooted for setting up a national (preferential) peo-

ple's bank.

At Toronto, a political association was formed, which established

relations with all the standing committees of Lower Canada, in order

to give added weight to its own discourses and resolutions. The

Canadian cause, indeed, now wanted all the native support it could

V«l,
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obtain ; for intelligence had arrived from Britain, that the liberal

ministry had resigned, and that the Tory party, headed by Sir

Kobert Peel, was in power, with the Earl of Aberdeen for colonial

minister. Into thehands of the latter fell, therefore, the recently got

up addresses from the British party, along with the new petition

(from the assembly and from a minority of the l^islative council)

in support of the 92 Resolutions. But the cabinet could not

transmit instructions to Lord Aylmer before the time of opening

the Canadian parliament.

The first proceeding of the representative chamber after being

opened, Feb. 21, 1835, was to enter a protest against the remarks

made by the governor at the last prorogation ; and to expunge the

report of his speech, made on that occasion, from the journals of

the house. This was a kind of proclamation of wai at the outset.

M. Morin ii'oved afterwards, that the chamber should form itself

into a committee of the whole for taking into consideration the

state of the province. M. Gugy, in opposing Morin's proposal,

observed that he would prefer to have an administration composed

of men born in the province to any other. " Now I ha^e no such

preference," replied M. Papinean :
" the government I long for

is one composed of friends of legality, liberty, and justice ; a gov-

ernment which would protect indiscriminately every proper interest,

and accord to all ranks, and to each race of the inhabitants, equal

rights and privileges. I love, I esteem all good men, as men
;

not preferentially because they are of this or that descent ; but I

detest those haughty dominators who come among us, and dispute

our right to enjoy our own laws, customs, and religion. If such

be not content to intermix with us, let them remain in their own

country. There is no lawful distinction between their status in

the province and ours; the same rights, and a like just claim for

protection, are common to us both. Assuredly I should prefer a

government composed of men such as I have indicated ; and as

certain is it, too, that my own countrymen have given proofs of a

capacity and the possession of such integrity as would en-

able them to become members of a most desirable govern-

ment. Those parties oven who daim exolusive governing

privileges, disapprove of them in their hearts; and if obtain-

ed, will theuiselves be victimized by them in the end. For,
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supposing that the exclusionists succeeded in making an Aoa-

dia of Canada, and could expel from it all its French-derived

people, they would soon fail out with each other. Did they find

means to constitute rotten-borough representation, it would quickly

be turned against its creators. It is natural to the mind of man
to abhor all exclusive privileges ; but passion and party spirit per-

vert the judgment of too many The call is made upon us,

' Let us be all as brothers.' I respond, So let us not be, if you,

who thus ac(jure us, keep a selfish grasp of all place, power, and

emolument, and refuse to share these with us. That is unjust,

and we cannot suffer such injustice. Briefly, we demand for

ourselves such political institutions as are in accordance with

those of the rest of the empire and of the age we live in."

If we may judge by the governor's opening speech this session,

that functionary had nothing particular to communicate to the two

chambers. In order to get through the public business early, the

assembly sat twice a day. The debates were but repetitive of

those that had gone before. Mr. Roebuck's services were further

called for, as colonial agent ; and another address was voted, afler

long discussion, which he was charged to present. It was upon

occasion of voting this address, that the majority in assembly

divided a second time. Several members wished to proceed with

public business, and abstain carefully from giving Lord Aylmer

the slightest pretext for interrupting its course. M. Bedard, who,

for two years back, had gone on unwillingly with the majority,

ventured (psa) to say, at length, that, as the address contained a

peremptory refusal of all that the governor had asked for, he could

not support it. " Know we not," forthwith replied M. Papineau,

" that in Britain it is the same hand which pens the king's

speech that traces the address in reply to it ? The force of cir-

cumstances impels us to set aside accustomed formalities, and to

express unrestrainedly what we deeply feel. It would be a libel

on Britain to assume that she may possibly pass a coercion bill

against us, and send ten regiments over to enforce it. If such

were the case, however, we ought to be prepared all the sooner

{au pWot) to rid ourselves of so tyrannical a domination. If

there is ground for apprehending such a struggle, we may say that

the danger exists at this hour j and that we have already gone

i '
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much further (in bringing it on) than the stride taker, by this ad-

dress."

M. Bodard proposed divors modifying omendments, which were

severally supported by a third of the members present. This

secession from the mfjority increased from day to day ; and was

r^arded at once, by the ultras of the country party, as a defection

.

M. Parent, proprietor {r6ila(^eHr) of Le Canadien newspaper,

a man intimate with all the members of the minority, came to their

Buocour in his paper, and sought to justify the course they adopt-

ed, by assigning as a reason for their giving dissentient votes, that

they had a regard for the material interests of the district of Que-

bec ; to which a suspension of l^slative labours was very detri-

mental, especially at a time when trade was terribly dull. But

the despatches of Lord Aberdeen, and the refusal of Lord Ayl-

mer to advance money for paying the expense attendant on keep-

in;^ the assembly open, till it bad first sanctioned the payments

already made out of funds extraordinary in default of former an-

nual supplies asked for—these circumstances precipitated a proro-

gation of the parliament.

Lord Aberdeen, it appeared, refused to take steps to ensure the

independence of the two councils and of the judges, so long as the

inquest on abuses should not have reached f* point at which there

might be hope of a final arrangement. He also refused to sanction

tlie educational law patssed, because it appeared to recognise, legal-

ly, the existence of !he Sulpioians and the Jesuits ; and s'v. ncd to

allow civil and exclusive privileges to catholics, detrimental to the

protestant minority. " Vigilant as that minority was believed to be,

with so much reason, to prevent the least encroachment on its reli-

gious freedom,it8 members might suspect that the retrogressive legis-

lation in question gave undue advantages to the catholic majority.

They might naturally object, also, to making French language i.nd

literature, and religious foundations of an alien faith, objects rt*

special l^islative r<^rd : they observed, likewise, that ecclesias-

tical establishments already existing were made preferential to

others which might be afterwards founded ; the reason being that

the former were under the direction of the catholic clergy, while

the second, namely those of protestant origination, could flourish

only in proportion with the increase of immigr ation, expansion
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of British provincial means, and the success of British colonial

undertakings."

All these niinistoriul reasons had the air ofsubterfuges. Lord Aber-

deen h'id made up his mind to give greater advantages to protostants

than to ciitholiuu, in any changes that might be made ; but as a frank

and formal annunciation of a principle as ui\just as it was odious

would hardly bo endured, he invented an hypothesis to make be-

lieve that if one section of religionists were enfranohisc.d, the other

must needs become enslaved. The religious question being thus

treated, people Ix^an to consider what was the real situation of

the catholics in Canada. The newspapers published the instruc-

tions of Sir George Prevost,* in which pretensions wore sustained

such OS wo have adverted to above, regarding the assuniod

supremacy of the Anglican church in Canada, By one article it

was directed, that in all settlements {villages) where the catholic

population were the smaller in numbers, there ahould be a parson

(ministre protestant), to teach Anglicanism and take tithes of the

people; that no church services of the catholic inliabitanta should

be allowed in the (one) consecrated church of the place {temple

saint) till the protcstants had had theirs ; that priesta {ks pr^tres)

should be permitted to marry, and that protestant missionaries

sliould gradually replace catholic missionaries among the savage

tribes. It was under the inspiration of these instructions, that

Lord Aberdeen rejected the bill of assembly making provision for

public education.

The minister also dissimulated his sectarian spirit in presence

of the Luperial parliament, upon a discussion taking place therein

upon the presentation of the conjoint petition of members of the

two chambers (in December) praying for reforms. The day bo-

fore, copies of a pamphlet, written by a philo-Canadian, were dis-

tributed among the members of the lower house ; in which the

vices of the colonial government, and the reforms demanded by

the people, were expounded with great force. The auUior passed

in review the abuses of the judicial system, and the executive, at the

head of which (it was remarked) military chiefs, unsuitod ^ rule a

free people, were habitually placed. The writer aignalised the

mal-administration of the colonial lands' department, the number
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of public places held by persons of the same family connexion,

the Caldwell deficit, and, above all, the want of proper control

everywhere, despite the frequent inte/position of the ii iperial par-

liament. The pamphleteer terminated his other suggestions by

enforcing the necessity of recalling Lord Aylmer.

About the same time, there appeared in Tatt'8 Edinburgh

Magazine, an article, attributed to Mr. Chapman, on the political

situation of Canada, written in a similar strain to that of the

foregoing publication.

In the house of commons, Mr. !.'^ oebuck repeated his accus-

tomed philippics (remarques ordinaire *i) on administrative abuses.

Mr. Spring Rice said, that before the retirement of the late min-

istry, he had prepared a detailed despatch expounding the views

of himself and his colleagues on Canadian affairs ; but that re-

cent changes had prevented its being sent to its address. He
mentioned that the nomination of Mr. Gkle to a judgeship had

not been confirmed, because he had committed himself too far as

a partisan ; and that as Judge Kerr had lost his place, as admiralty

judge, through his own malversations, he judged it befitting that

he should be displaced from the king's bench also. Mr. Stanley,

on his part, expressed his belief that the opposition party (of

Papir'^au) had not succeeded in proving one of its complaints,

as expressed in the ninety-two resolutions ; and that, as a conse-

quence, the ministry had gained a triumphant acquittal before

the parliamentary committee. Sir Robert Peel (then premier)

informed the house, he had charged Lord Aylmer to announce to

the Canadians that he was about to send out a government com-

missioner, of neutral colonial politics {itranger d la politique co-

loniale), and thoroughly conversant with the intentions of the

ministry ; onewho was charged to examine all the circumstances of

the case on the 8pot, and report to the home authorities whatever

it were needful they should know. This personage, however, was

to notify, in advance, that no organic change in the constitution

of Canada would be made (for the present) ; also, that if on

inquiry it became manifest that complaints as to details in its

working were unfounded, then measures would be taken to put

down {/aire cesstr) the prevalent agitation. As for the insurrec-

tionary menaces that had been thrown out, he would say to
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connexion. (intending) rebels :
" Our desire is to do justice; take hoed lest

your threats turn to your own (moral) disadvantage." The
British government was then on a good footing with that of the

United States
; but even though the latter inclined to make an

intervention on our behalf, they would certainly not have chosen

Mr. Roebuck for their mouth-piece {organe) in the house of

commons. Messrs. Stanley, Robinson, Hume, and Shell spoke,

in turn, during the discussion that followed.

The speech of the minister, despite its apparent moderation,

and his confirmation of Mr. Gale's promotion to the bench (which

haf' been disallowed by Mr. Spring Rice), sufficiently indicated

the course of polity the new cabinet meant to pursue. The only

modification of the sway of the metropolitan government over the

provincial, was to invest acts of authority, rigorous in nature, with

a diplomatic blandness in the manner of enrorcing them, new to

colonial rule ; in view of soothing the public mind into an acqui-

escence, at a future time, in any re-constituting measures which the

home authorities might adopt.

In the month of February, Lord Aberdeen wrote to Lord

Aylmer, that he approved of all he had done [sa conduite) ;

but that taking into consideration the perturbed state of the public

mind in Canada, and conceiving there was small hope of words

of peace and conciliation from his (Aylmer's) lips being favour-

ably listened to, that a confidential person would soon be sent

out, with the title of royal commissfoner.

Aylmer had already sent a long despatch to the ministry, re-

pelling the accusations made against him by the concocters of the

Ninety-two Resolutions. He alleged, that of 142 persons he had

appointed to places of emolument, no fewer than 80 were men of

French descent; that, of 580 others (not salaried) 295 were per-

sons of kindred origin ; while, among 330 petty justices (commis-

saires des petites causes) yihom he had put in commission, 151

were French-Canadians. He avowed, at the same time, that the

proper parties ought to be preferred to the less fit, without dis-

tinction of race. He stated also, that all ecclasiastioal charges in

the catholic colonial establishment, such as tlie parish curacies

(involving themselves a yearly income of £25,000), were in the

hands of French-Canadians ; and that the same rule extended

Vol. III.—y

r

|l'l|

II



•v: \
364 mSTORT or CANADA.

oven to t^o rural mhool-inMtera, whoHO collective stipends reached

• total of £18,000. But ^ho did not add that) partiality bad so

abounded btfore his time, and the abuHO of patronugo was so

deeply rooted, that if it wore true ho had tilled 80 places vrith

FfoneJli-CauadianR, who formed 3-4ths of the wholo population, he

had given to men of Britisli birth or doHCcnt, whoRo oompatriotn

mode up ttio remaining fourth port, ()2 borthn, while the offioiol

emoluments of the Kmaller exceeded in amount those of the

greater numl>er of thtrdosignated plaoes. In proof of this disurep-

Micy, we need but adduce the data to bo found in the civil list

fbr 1834 and in other such documents of the Ume : from which

wo learn, thai in the sum total of £71,770 shared by the public

fttQctionarioH then in office, French-Canadian officials received but

jC13,t)00; while men of British origin mu8t thoroforo have drawn

£68,170 of the amounU Frenoh-CaundiauH wore exoluded from

aU the departmentii of the executive [?] n» ^vcli as from tho board

of public Itinds, the customs and the posts ; while, of the cxpcQ-

diiure incurred by the judicial administration, amounting to

£36,000 annually, only £8,000 foil to the share of tltc Frcnoh-

Oanadiano.

During recent dtBcussious of Canadian alTairs in tho imperial

piurliaincni, niotropolitan journalism expounded its views of our

affairs as diventely as did senatorial oratory. ThuH the leading Lon-

don journals, such as Th« Time*, tho Morning Ch)vnide, and tho

Mom{n;f //rni/(/, were hoptile to tho French-Canadians ; while

ibe writers for the Aforwt«y Aiivertuter and The Globe (evening

p«pcr), took up our defenoe : but it was cosy to 8(<e, that amotig a

migority, not only of tho commons, but of the British people tliem-

Mlvee, there existed small symp&thy for the wrongs of our ntce.

A rumour obtained currency, at first, that Viscount Canter-

bury (better known as Sir Charles Manners Sutton, ex-speaker of

tho house of commons) was to be royal commissioner for the

affairs of Canada ; but it appt^arcd that he had declined to under-

take the onerous t«sk proposed to him, under pretext of illuotu in

his family circle. His reputation was favourable at tho time

;

and the uowiaation of auoh a man gave rise to flattering hopes.

Lord Amherst, chief of the lat^t embassy to China, was next

thought of, aa an eltgibl« party ; and Aberdeen even intimated to
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Aylincr, that hin appointment had boen mado out. But another

r«rty oUango of the minintry taking plaoo suddenly,* the Earl of

Gosford wnfl nominated by the Huccecding oubinot. The latter

won an Irish noblcninn, \rho had gained some repute in his own

country through Iwing (albeit a protcntant) an opponent of tho

Orange party. His firmness of eharaotor, and his liberal opinions

were much vaunted by his friends
; but there wore joined with him

in the commission, two poroons whose eharaotor waa almost un-

known : Sir Charles Groy, a tory of tho old school, and Sir James

Gippn.

One of tho ngontii of the British party, Mr. Walker, had

tho hardihood {nm) to essay gaining over O'Connoll to their side.

** flow then I
" exclaimed the groat orator ;

'* you wish alone to bo

represented Iweauso you form a minority ? That would be gross

injustice, could you effect it." On the 12th of June, Canadian

affairs came under review in the house of lords. One peer de-

clared ho knew not wherefore Britain might not accord liberal oon«

cessions to her North-American colonists ; he said that the mem-

bers of their assemblies ought not to bo treated as if they were so

many f\-0Marvi children, nil unfit to take care of themselves when

not in cxcoutivo leading string!" , and that it was expedient they

should be allowca all freedom not incompatible with metro]K)litan

sovereignty. As for the commiiwion then in progress : he thought

it would prove futilo, or something worse even than that ; a seo-

all but do-nothing commissioner was an absurd sort of personage

at tho best, for replacing an acting governor. A special commis-

sioner uught to have powers to act, and decide promptly too, in

such a critical time as tho present.

Lord Glcnelgf replied, that he and his eollo»\guos found thorn-

selves constrained to modify their predecessors' policy, and had

been induced to notniuato commissioners to enter upon an inquiry

in the colony itself.

* The author alludos to th« formation of the Melbourne minigtry,

which took place April 18, 1835 B,

t Previonalj, the Right Hon. Charles Grant, M.P. for Invemesa; but'

created Baron Glenelg a few days before, his presooce being want4>d ia

the house of peers. He was secretary of state for tb9 ^Qlonies, ia th«

newly formed Melbourne cabinet.
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The now instruotions sent out by tho British ministry brought

the political majority and minority in prosonce of each othor.

Those instruotions declared in advance, that there would ho no

change in the organization of the legislative council, and directed

tlio government commissioners to refuse formally to sanction tho

assembly's reference of that question to conventions of the people.

With regard to tho annual supplies, the crown revenue was not to

be given up, unless sufficient provibion were made by tho pro-

vincial legislature for a proper civil libt. Tho administration of tho

crown lands was to remain with the cxiicutivo council. Tho judges

put under accusation to bo tried before tho legislative council, from

tho award of w' '
' an appeal lay to his Majesty in council. Tho

commissioners tc art . the Canadian land-tenures, also regard-

ing the property Oi *ie Su' ^'nans, likewise on the sharing of tho

customs revenue between the upper and lower provinces. They

had power to examine witnesses on oa*h, and to call for whatever

papers they thought fit, to aid their inquiries. As their mission

however, (it was intimated) was of a conciliatory character, tho

oommi.ssioners were to avoid all appearance of exercising arbitrary

or unusual means to get at the truth. Complaints, from whatever

.
quarter arising, weix) to be received with attention and kindness

j

tJiey were to put themselves in familiar relation with all classes of

applicants, to hear what they had to say considerately, and to ex-

press their own opinions in reply with gentleness and prudence

;

to note the acts and discourses passing and spoken at public meet-

ings, to study social relations, examine opinions expressed in local

periodicals, make inquests in diflfcrcnt parts of tho country : in

short, to observe everything and listen to all men's sentiments

—

but carefully conceal their own for the time.

:, The commissioners arrived at Quebec lato in August. The

city council, which did not wait upon Lord Aylmer to present its

respects on New-year's day, 1834, and which, in turn, Aylmer re-

fused to receive on the return of tho day in 1835; the municipal-

ity of Quebec, we say, presented a congratulatory address to the

government commissioners on their safe arrival. Lord Gosford

held a reception for several days, and manifested much gracious-

ness for all those persons presented to him. But each party of the

colonists stood on its guard. Tho liberal members of assembly
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and council mot early in September, at Throo-Rivers, to decirlc ^hat

course to pursue in dcalin}^ with the commission ; the lihoruls of

Quebec district did not choose to attend on the occasion. The

dissidenccs between the latter and the former nugmonted daily.

Gosford tried every means to gain the good-will of the French-

Canadians. He invited Messrs. Papinonu and Vigor to his

house ; he visited the classes in the Seminary (priests' oollege),

and enchanttid every one by his politeness. lie gave a grand ball

on St. Catherine's day, a patronal festival in Canada; and his

marked attentions to Madame Bedard on the occasion testified to

his ability for playing one part of the task imposed on him. He
caused a new roll of justiceships of the peace to bo made out, put-

ting a great number of Canadians on the amended list, dated Sep-

tember 1, 18.'J6. Finally, the charge held by Judge Kerr (n'-'v

displaced) seemed to be kept for M. Bedard, the mover of the .''i

resolutions as we have seen. These soothing circumstances, nd

encouraging rumours attendant, raised public hopes ; which were

at the highest when the chambers opened, on the 27th of October.

The Quebec constitutional association, th** day before, presented

an address to the governor, praying he would not advar any

moneys without consent of the three branches of the legislature.

This was tantamount to asking him to pay nothing at the order

alone of the representatives. The governor replied, that as he

meant to announce to the legislature the course about to be follow-

ed by the executive, within the next 24 hours, ho did not see that

ho need pledge himself to particulars in the mean time.

Gosford made a long address to the chambers. After speaking

on a variety of subjects, he finished by the announcement, that

upon all great questions coming under the consideration of the

commission, its report would be reserved for communication, in the

first instance, to the ministry ; but that, in the mean time, the

French-Canadians might assure themselves their social institutions

would remain intact. This general intimation adumbrated a far-

ther postponement (of redress of grievances) ; but as the Earl

dwelt much on small reforms intended, and as his discourse, which

had been carefully prepared, breathed moderation and justice,

many still continued to hope. Appealing to all the colonists

conjointly, he said :
" To the Canadians, both of French and

[^
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British origin, I would say, consider the blessings you might enjoy

but for your diMcnsions. Offsprings as you are of the two foremost

nations of the eurtli, you hold a vast and beautiful country, having

a fertile soil, with a healthful climate ; while the noblest river io

tlie world makes ncaports of your most remote havens."

The terms proposed for the address in reply to the discourse

from the throne, became a subject of debate ; Mr. Clapham mov-

ing an amendment, but which was not adopted, that the assembly

should recognise iho validity of the commission. The reply of the

chamber, at length, took the form of a mere echo to the chief

commissioner's digcourso, so far as the latter was not in positive

disaccord with the 92 resolutions. Lord Gosford, faithful to the

iQrstem traced out for him, of seeking in all outward ways to

conciliate the Canadians, replied to the assembly-men Jirtt in

French and next in English. The Montreal Gazette censured

this bit of studied courtesy, and even denied the right of any

British governor to use, publicly, the language of the vanquished

at all ; remarking, that the innovation begun by the earl would

lead to the mother country's degradation ; and that the use of the

language of Fronoh Canada ought to have been proscribed at

^
once by its dominators.

The Montreal constitutional association now came forward, and

demanded to have the sentiments of its members heard by the

commission ; and was informed that the nature of the constitution it

professed to defend would not be changed,while all commercial inter-

ests would receive special protection. The association next resolved

to organises <^istriet committees in each quarter of that city, in case

union and force became needful. It raised a body of volunteer rifle-

men,with cries of " God save the King." The members wished their

armed organization to be sanctioned by the governor, who refused

the request when made ; and, afterwards, the corps was dissolved

at his request. The Orange party, also, b^an to raise its head

among the protestant population. As early as 1827, Sir Haroourt

Lees, its chief in Ireland, had recommended the formation of

Orange lodges in the two Canadas. Gore district, in the upper

province, however, offered its support to Lord Gosford, in dis-

countenancing such extreme partisanship {tentatives seditieuges).*

* There is notbiag innately " seditious " in Orangeism. Au coo-

traire." B.
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}8t rivor in

In Lower Oanada, OrangoiRm wa« held m of no account, except m
far as it had influence with the home goyornincnt.

Meanwhile, the aasembly was transacting legislative businoM.

An inquiry was proceeded with, respecting the conduct of two

more incriminated judges, vis. Mo8sr8. Thompson and Fletcher, of

Gm\\6 and St. Francis districts, respectively, against whom accusa-

tions had been brought during three or four years bypast. A
third judge, Bowon of Quebec, was accused, before the ohambor,

by a law-Htudont, named Hart. The committee charged with the

affair mudo u report unfavourable to the judge ; but it came too

late to allow of the ohambor soliciting his dismissal by the chief of

the government. Two members of the legislative council—name-

ly, Mr. Folton, commissioner of crown-lands ; and M. Ougy, sheriff

of Montreal—wero accused (and convicted ?) of malversation

;

both being deprived of their places. The assembly voted other

accusatory addresses against some more ftinotionarios, such as

Mr. Whitcher, sheriff of St. Francis district; M. Mondclet, coro-

ner of Montreal ; Mr. Chisholm, clerk (grejffier) of the peace at

Three Rivers ; Mr. Holland, jailor, Montreal ; and Dr. Arnoldi,

physician of the jail of that city. Some of ihe accused parties

were displaced. V k> >

The assembly protested anew against the anexation of Gaspd

county to the province of New Brunswick. It expressed its sense

of the impropriety of conjoining a plurality of public charges

—

with duties, Hoparately often incompatible, to perform—in one

permn ;* and the members, above all, denounced the habit of pay-

ing the public functionaries their allowances without the assembly's

sanction. Dr. Callaghan presented a report on the deliberations in

the Imperial parliament regarding the 92 resolutions ; in which he

exposed the inconsistencies and errors of the colonial-ofhce, ever

since the year 1828. Some days thereafter the chamber received,

from Upper Canada, a copy of parts of the instructions from Lord

Olenelg to the oommissioners, which Sir Francis Bond Head had

* Thus the governor's aide-de-camp was also chief inspector of roads.

Another individual was an executive councillor, member of the appeal

court, commissioner for managing the Jesuits' estates, a master of the

Trinity board, &c.

|i-'a
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boon indisoroet onou)i;h to ooinmunioato to tho roprcsontativos of

that provinoo. *' As wus furcHoen by Mr. McKonzio," thus ran

an urtiolu in tho Canadien journal, " tho publioution of tho iuHtruo-

tions has ooouMiouod great regret and disappointed public ex})eoU:-

tions generally. Very oortuinly, their tenor betrays dinpoKitions

and interests little suited to inspire oonfidunoe in ministerial libe-

rality, or reliance on tho soundness of official polity in respect to our

interests. Lord Glenolg evidently plays a dtmble part ; that of a

reformer in London, of a oonsorvative in Quebec." The journalist

thus continued :

—

'h
" Those instructions contain also, as did tho opening speech from

the (colonial) throne, an untoward enunciation which we have not

dwelt upon as yet ; namely, mortifying misestimation of tho oli-

garchic faction find the general population ; for, in speaking of

each, the same weight and worth are assigned to the opinions and

aspirations of both, with an e(iual claim to the consideration of the

Imperial government. This misappreoiation arises, questionless,

from the aristocratic training and usages in repute with denizens of

the Old World : it is there believed that the oligarchy ia the as-

cendant hero fills the same place, with us, as the British nobles and

gentry in the three kingdoms. This mistake, and the prejudices

attending it, if they be not corrected, and if moro sound apprecia-

tions of colonial circumstances, and a better knowledge of colo-

nial sooioty do not take their place,—thence the loss of one of the

brightest jewels in the British orown may result, at no distant

date. It is only witli (democratic) ideas, and principles of e({ual-

ity put in operation, that Americans can now bo governed. If

British statesmen bo not content to learn (their duty) through

respc itful representations, they will be taught it, ere long, in a

rougiier way ; for things move on rapidly in this Now World of

ours."

h Such was the language of local journalism, inclining as it did at

that time to quit Papineau's and adhere to the Quebec party ; with

a tendency superseded in favour of Gosford's propositions. And if

so plainly moderates spoke, in what unmeasured terms would not

the ultras deliver their sentiments in opposition to the executive

!

The members of the latter colour in the assembly moved for and

obtained a call of tlic house, as soon as the nature of the instruo*
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tions to tho oommisflionors roaohcd their Icnowlodj^o. The Quoboo

party, on thu other hand, pru|K)8od tliat they Mhould be if^nored,

(as not having been couununiouted to the usscnibly in an nuthon-

ticatod t<hap(t) ; but this propoMil was rcjootud, tor, it whh said, the

despatchcHweioti re ml Hpi.lc.i tor themselves. Far from doelin-

ing a combat, because the contents of the ministerial accustomed

preliminary forms before beginning it had not been nil cxactl) ob-

served, it was right that the renovated party opposition body

should openly, and at once, proclaim tho principles its meml)ors

meant to stand by. If the reforms which tho Canadiaps demanded

wore not accorded at their reiterated ro«jnc8t, would it be expe-

dient to exact them by force, (namely, by raising the standard of

insurrection ; or, ought any further attempt be made, to obtain them

by negoeiation ?) They* should then have measured their forces

with those and have calculated the chances of success. For, with

respect to tho (abstract) justice of their cause, they hnd a hundred

times more right to upset tho government than had the Uritons in

1G88, or tho Anglo-Americans in 1775 [to initiate a revolution]
;

because it was against [would be in favour of] their nationality

—

that possession tho most saerod that a people can have—against

which tho colonial-office ever directed all its blows. ^ ^ *^

But unhappily tho leader of the " Quebec party," as we shall

henceforth designate the new opposition body, was about to re-

ceive a judgeship at tho hands of Lord Gosford ; a oircumstancc

which seemed to bo tho entering wedge of a system of future

patronage for French-Canadian aspirants to official place and emo-

lument. What would havo been accepted, in another season, as a

welcome favour, was regarded, during tho prevailing agitation of

the public mind, as a bait to allure political prey, or as moans to

pervert the principles of recipients and expectants.

In the dcbutings of assembly, this parliamentary session, a mor

jority of the members were confirmed (cntrainh) in their opposition

by the eloquenoo of M. Fapineau. Tho nomination of M. (now

* In the aiitho ^ text, the above sentence thus begins : " lis auraient

ftlors compart leu, ; forces," Ac. To whom or to which or what the

pronoun Us refers, W( can only guess at ; so loosely has he constructed,

not only the sentence in question, but hundreds more, in other parts of

tiU volumes.

—

B.
mam

*
i !
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Judge) Bedard, officially announced, far from appeasing ti. "-eign-

ing exoitomcnt, increased it ; and it was certainly not alluyct ^oon

afterwards, by the announcofnent that the governor refus* tj

displi^ce Judge Galo, at the inquest of the assembly in a formal

addross (183(3). The legislative council, too, more hostile to the

latter than ever, rejected nearly every bill sent up for its sanction

;

which tended to confirm the ultra opposition in an opinion it had

already taken up, that the governor was acting a deceptions part,

and using the council as his instruuicnt. Of 106 bills passed

before the session closed, 61 (these being the most important of

all) were stifled or mutilated. Taking this result into account,

those who best knew the dependence of the upper chamber on

executive will, were convinced that the government was acting

with duplicity, and seeking, by secret and crooked ways, to pit

each chamber (continuously) against the other. The last stru^le

they had, was about the yearly supplies, the debute in assfmbly

regarding which lasted two days, most of the members taking

parik in it; M. Morin proposing to grant them for six months only.

M. Vanfelson moved in amendment, that they should be granted

for a year, along with payment of arrears. Messrs. Papineau, La-

Fontaine, Taschereau, Drolet, Rodier, and Bcrthelot spoke against

the amendment ; Messrs. Power, Caron, and de Bloury supported

it. /, .-. '..i:, ••.•-; :<.».,

' It was for M. Papineau to maintain the position which the

popular party had taken in passing the 92 Resolutions, of which

he was the author, although they but embodied an expression of

the claims advanced, and the doctrines maintained, by the opposi-

tion party in Lower Canada for many years past. The destiny

of the country, at that time, seemed to be entwined with his per-

sonal fortunes. A fervid and persevering orator, ho had pursued a

decided course, without any shadow of turning. He was endowed,

by nature, with a robust constitution, an imposing bodily pre-

sence and strong voice, a distinct utterance, und an inspiriting

altliough not chastened eloquence; but being of a masculine and

fervid character, it was perhaps all the better suited to affect the

minds of the masses. At the time we have reached, wherein he

uttered the following sentences, his popularity was at the highest

:

—" Wo have yet to learn if there be any new circumstances in
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the political sitnation of the country, which can justify the eon-

duct of those who now seem as if they would decort the oause of

their country ; or why they should now incline to separate themsolves

fVom that groat majority of their compatriots who adopt'^d in

spirit, nnd sanctioned in act, the votes deposited by their reire-

se^tutives in the electoral urn, for sustaining the ninoty-tw> reso-

lutions passed by this chamber. In treating the great question

which we are pledged to vindioate, it ir not Lord Gosfortl whom
we have to rc^ni, but the assertion and maintcuanoo of (right)

principles. We ore not struggling against any individual person-

ally, but a system of (vicious) colonial government ; which, av

now expounded by Lord Olenelg, contains in itself the essence

of corruption, the trerra of manifold disorders. Our task is not

light, indeed, for we arc called on to defend the rights of all British

colonial dependencies, as well as that we inhabit. The same evil

genius whose workings drove provincials of the neighbouring

states, in their own despite, into the paths of a righteous and glo-

rious resistance, presides over our affairs also. That malign

spirit it was, which i.ispired the Instructions given to the Commis-

sion now in our midst ; which puts us into a false positioii relatively

to the British legislature and nation, whiol* has annulled the title

which the government ought to have to the confidence of tlie repre-

sentatives of the Canadian people. Briefly, then, these commis-

sioners' instructions comprise a formal refusal, on the port of

those who drew them up, to listen heedfully to any ruprcscntation

of the many grievances which both Canadas have to complain of. ...

' Would it be possible to conceive a more idle imagination than

the device of sending among us three commissioners on such an

errand as the present.—no one of the three being known to or in

accord with the rest, and all having their secret correspondence with

other parties! Why what wisdom is therein, what good can result

from, a scheme so planned, and carried out in such a way as

this ? Its nullity, if only from its unworkablcness alone, was

manifest to the public eye, within a few hours, I may say, of

tl.a arrival of those appointed to carry it out. Ourselves and our

affairs were and are viewed from at least throe distinct stand-points,

by men who have not one political sentiment, one social estimation,

one religious apprehcnsionj in common. Yet is that hcteroclitc

i *

*i
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t

combination of personalities, made out by some to be a kind of

excellent thina; in itself, as proving the impartiality of those

who conjoined unlike with unlike ; while otiiers, again, fondly

expected that accord would result from 'lisaccordanoes. Was it not

rather more likely that those who wover yet could agrea about

what were needful to be done at home, would be at least as dissi-

dent in opinion as to what should be attempted abroad ? Or need

we wonder at the very result which has taken place, that as the

commissioners, individually, have thrown themselves into siocieties,

among communities, and amid associations of the most antagonistic

character, each committing himself by sanctioning with his pre-

sence, if not formally approving the expression of principles of the

most contrarious character to those which the ministry professes

to uphold : is there any thing surprising, I say, to find one set of

our colonial journalists abusing one envoy for being a friend to

radicals, while another opposes him for the same ? a second set

heaping praises on another for being a moderate liberal, while he

receives abuses for being a rank tory in disguise ! All this is

surely most inconsistent, nay pitiable. We wore promised, that

the course of this strange combination would be marked by a spirit

of unity, and the highest regard for just principles of polity.

After the experience we liave had of it already, can we put our

trust in it any longer, supposing we ever had such ? Some do

indeed incline (but I do not) to slumber confidingly on the brink

of a precipice, and pass the coming hours in pleasing but delu-

sive dreams of a happy future ; heedless oC the yawning gulf be-

low, into which an unlucky jerk, at any moment, may precipitate

the over-confiding sleeper."*

The amendment of Mr. Vanfelson waa rejected by a majority of

40 negative votes against 27. Eight British members in assem-

bly, some from the Eastern Townships, voted with the former

;

• Wo hope the author and our readers will excuse the freedom taken

with the original by the translator ; but the language of passion, cspe*

cially when imperfectly reportod, as M. Papineau'a discourse seems to

be, cannot be translated literally so as to bo readable. The samo ob-

servation ij applicable to many other passages honettly, thou^'i n<^*

literally, Engiiahod in tlieso volumes.

—

B.
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a yxoof in itself, of the justice of the assembly's pretensions.* The

legislative council, at sight, rejected the six months' civil list •

which act led, almost directly, to the prorogation of tho parlia>

ment. Lord Gosford, who was much hurt at the smallncss of tho

success attending his mission (of oonoiliation), observed that he

did not care to predict all tho (evil) consequences which might

result from the conduct of tlte opposition in assembly.

This abrupt closing of tho session effervesced in the public mind

to a high degree. Just before its termination, an approbatory

address, subscribed by 700 Quebec electors, was presented to M^
Papineau. Thus countenanced in his career, he was encouraged

to pursue it, though it led bira nearer and nearer to an abyss,f
For some time past also, the liberal party in each of the two Cana-

das had intercommunicated more frecjuently than before. A ma.

jority of members of the assembly of Upper Canada for a moment

sided with Mr. William Lyon Mackenzie's party, as well as the

executive council of Sir Francis Bond Head.| In London, Mr.

Roebuck laboured with untiring activity. Speechifying in tho com,

mons' house, writing in journals, periodicals (^London Jinncw, li-c.)

and pamphlets, he lost no occasion for pleading our cause with an

ardour which merited acknowledgment (attention) from the

Canadians.

Meanwhile the ministry, noting the (evil) effect of tho garbled

publication of the conuuissioners' instructions, charged Lord Gos-

ford, while acting in concert with Sir F. B. Head, to assemble tho

Lower-Canadian parliamenL again, for the purpose of presenting

the entire docuujent to its consideration. The assembly, after per

using it, liked it no bettor in the whole than it did th« purts pre.

viously publislied; and took occasion to express its great sorrow

that the legislative council was still maintained in its existing

shajHS, and that no admin istr:'*ive reform had been initiateil. After

this unsatisfactory reply, the house adjourned sine die.

Towards the close of the year 183G, M. Morin took up his resi^

* A large assumption .hat: "Soniu men are good," says Sterne, "at

rearing huge cilificcs on narrow foundations."

—

li.

t A real and not figiinvtire gulf sucli aa that so itci.ginativcly opened

up in his diacourae, reported as above.

(...." aiusi que lo cuusuil exeoutif," Sio. 8td qu ?«-B.

i.
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dence in Quebec, under pretext [^»ic] of practising theics ^a nt*.

advocate. I'orthwith M. Pnpineau's partisans thought they sa.t' hv

tiiis mov.. poui (unaokiiowleged political) design of his moat devoted

diboiplo. Upon this assumption, they gathered around the nt^w-

comer, and formed an organization in connexion with the liberals

of Montreal and of other localities ; in order to make head against

(pour rifuter) the Constitutional Association ; which, in name of

the whole British party, was petitioning the king to maintain

intact the legislative council, if only to keep a curb on the assem-

bly; his Majesty was also solicited to divide the counties in

such a way as to lessen the number of French-Canadian represcu*

tatives. The recal of Lord Gosford, also, was demanded ; and a

union of the two provinces was recommended by the assooiators

;

who, Jat the very time, were trying to get the Upper-Cana-

dians to declare hostilities against the Lower-Canada oppofiitioniats

themselves.

At this time, the situation of the French-Canadians was very

discouraging. After having flattered themselves with momentary

hopes of obtaining numerous new allies (in the upper province),

they were doomed to lose those they had previously obtained. Sir

F.B. Head had come out triumphani from the struggle at Toron-

to. He had dissolved the chamber which last met, and had

secured a majority in one elected since. Sure that it would be

submissive to his will, he expunged from the journals kept in the

preceding session the recorded 92 resolutions, a copy of which

had been sent by M. Papinoau to the president. At the same

time, Sir F. B. Heed communicated to his assembly the despatches

from London, approving of his own «'^n::^|uct. The policy of the

oolonialoffico then was, to dissever fbe dangerous alliance estab-

lishing between the people of the two Canadas, to threaten the

French population of the lower province, where Iho danger to

British interests? was the greatest, and to promote division between

all the North-American provinces. That policy, therefore, had

perfect success : New Brunswiok fell into the views of the home

government ; and the Nova-Scotians, who at first stood up firmly for

colonial rights, were induced to rescind the resolutions they hitd

passed against the executive : insomuch that the commissioners,

whoso labours were ueaiiy closed, became encouraged to reeou-
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aririil in,, -adoption by their cmployera of the most rigorous treat

;uent of the only representative body detcrniinedly <)ppo/»ed to

their will. Cominisflionor Grey fimbarkcd at Now York for Eng-

land late in November 183tJ ; and the other subordinate of Gob-

ford, Sir George Gipps, with his secretary Mr. Elliot, left in Feb-

niary following.

The report of the ootnmissioa was laid before the Imperial par-

liamcnt early iu its next session. It recommended expenditure

of the public income without the concurrence of the assembly ; and

if the latter refused to submit, that the UAembers should be coerced.

It justified the legislative council for refusing to sanction supplies

for six months only ; and suggest^od that means should be sought

for to ensure a majority of the British party being returned through

a recompositionofthe electoral franchise. It advised that the allow-

ance of a fixed civil list of £19,000 a year, either for each sovereign's

life, or for a term of seven years at the least, should be insisted

on; that no elective legislative council ought to bo tolerated; that

ministerial responsibility was inadmissable ; that the North Ameri-

can Land Company ought to bo maintained : finally, the com-

missioners considered a union of the two Canadas unadvisable.

Lord Gosford himself did not approve of all the foregoing sugges-

tions; he thought it would be well to liberalise the two councils,

and to find place in both for a fair proportion of members holding

the opinions of a majority of the assembly-men.

Lord John Russe moved, in the house of commons, a series

of resolutions of the most hostile charactor, which led to discus-

sions lasting for three days ; namely, the Cth. 8th, and 9th of

March 1837. Lord John llusscll himself, Mr. Stanley, Mr. Rob-

inson, Sir George Grey, Mr. Gladstone, and Lord Howiek were

the chief ministerial speakers—as well as Mr. Labouchere, who on

this occasion took part against our assembly. Messrs. Leader,

O'Connell, Roebuck, Sir Wm. Molcsworth, Colonel Thompsoa,

and Mr. Hume stood up in our defence. Several divisions took

place, after a debate on almost all the resolutions; but the minor-

ity was numerically small in every case. Thus, on a motion in

amendment by Mr. Leader, that the legislative couuril should be

made elective, the ayes were but 56, while the noes were 318

;

and, again, the general minority a^inst the ministerial resolutions

r

i
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(slightly mo<]ificd) fell to 1 6, when the wliole were voted collec-

tively.*

The minister failed not to turn to account the defection of the

other coloniefi. ''No other North-Awcricuifj dcpfndcncy of

Great Britain," «aid he, "advancew tuch pretensions aB doea

Lower Canada ; and everything, therefore, forebodes a satisfac-

tory arrangement betwwn the other colonies and ourg-eivei. An
elective amncil for ^^islation, and a rcHponsible exaiutivc council

combined with a repref^ntativc assembly, would be quite ineora-

• A3 11 jilain statmieat of th« " hdslile " p/oceciJinga of lite imptriol

parljameat on thia occasion, givfin by perhaj).» tho toost " liberal " of all

Hriiish hisu^rians, may bo ttcucptable to inipnrtial readers, w« Hubjom

the following summarjr of the whole trandaction, m wo liud it iu Waub's
Briiiak Chronolugif, p. 1020 :

—

" AiPAuta or Cahaoa.—March G, Lord John Russell submittetl to

parliamttu a series ufi^dulutions respecting Low?r Canada, rendered

necessary by the discontented and agitated state of the province, and
the refkisat of the colonial l^-gislaturfj to vote the Bupplies of money
r^qwisite to th« adrainistradon of jnsticc and tho carrying on of the

goTerniment. The njolutions stated in Bubjtauce, that no supplies had

been voted 8i«ic« October 31, 183:1 ; that the aupplies up to the current

year aDJ'<;ni€d to €l42,iG0; that the house of asncmbly dcinaaded an

elective legislatirc council, aud the icpenl of ».k act parsed hy the impe-

rial jiauirtmeul in favour of the North-AuuTicai Land Company; that

in the lutaent state of the province lijo gruntiug of theic demands is

inexpedient; that it is sidvisable to re}>eal certaiu acts affecting trade

and ten I'-es, provided tb<' colonial lek^islatuic would pass a law fur tlie

discharge of lands therein from feudal dues and services; that, for

defraying the arrears due ?.a('- Uie cu«to-33ary charges of he government,

the governor b« cuiuowered to apply to these objects the hereditary,

territorial, and caiU.il jc fenucs of the c-nwn ;
timt the crown revenues

be placed uu<U'r the control of ihe colonial logislatarc, after supplies

have been voied for defraying the charges of government; lastly, that

th* colonial legi'^latures of both the Canadas be empowered to remove

the obstacles ifhich impede the trade aud commercial intcrcours of

the two jrovinct's. Mr. Roebuck, aud some other members, opposed

the rtv )•. lions «s .»n infringement of the Canadian constitution, and a

coercjuj of ihe peajili^. But, the violent proceedings of the colonial

parlianii'i! caiiinj^for itrong measures, they met with the general sup-

port of poUtica!
J

irti ^ The debate was adjourned, and each rcsela-

tion separately
i
auil titc cniire seriea agreed to April 24."
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patible with the rightful iater-relutionslup of any ooloDy and the

mother-country."

It w;i8 evident thenooforth, that any British ininiatry might

undertake to woric its will on (contre) Lower Canada, and that

the imperial legislature was ready to sanction the same when

done. The government had made the matter a question of races;

and sot itself up as the patron and protector of that British

minority which, as O'ConnoU said, had been " the scourge {jUnu)

of Ireland." After all, it wa* but following out a principle well

known in the colonies; namely, making a minority paramount to

a majority. The debates in the house of lords were as fruitless

of results in our favour as those in the commons, when Lord
Brougham presented for the consideration of his fellow-peers the

petition of the assembly.

Nevertheless, the chiefs of the colonial-oflSco knew full well that

they wore violating one of the most sacred of constitutional prin-

ciples, by proposing to order the payment of their Canadian

functionaries' salaries without the sanction of our legislature •

and they consequently were somewhat inquieted lest mischief

might come of this matter. Accordingly Glenelg wrote to Got-

ford, in March, that although ho hoped that no commotion would

ensue, leading to an armed resistance, yet, as a measure of

precaution, two regiments should be sent out to him as soon as

possible. But, on seoond thoughts, and fearing such a demon-

stration might precipitate the crisis anticipated, Glenelg directed

Gosford to draught from Nova Scotia whatever troops he might

Btand in need of.* The commission-roll of justiceships of the

peace made up last year was annulled, and a new one made out in

which only the names of men in whom the executive could trust

were entered.

In presence of the resolutions passed by the imperial parlia-

ment, the local journals in the assembly's interest advised their

friends to bo firm and persevering. The writers expressed their

conviction, that the oppression and tyranny of Britain could not

long endure in America; that the United States government

would be obliged to intervene ; that, in fact, the people's des-

* Despatches from Lord Glenelg to the Earl of Qosford, dated Cth

and 16th March, l«3t.

Vol. hi.—

^
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tiny (avenir) was in its own power; that it was needful for

all to stand by enoh other, and to keep up agitation ; that all

trading connexion with Britain ought to cease ; that we ought

oarscilves to manufacture articles for our own use, and not import

them any longer, none buying anything charged with customs dues

:

in a word, to lot the colonial exchequer run itself dry, and thus

constrain the government to succumb to the people's reprepenta-

tives. The latter idea being taken up, public meetings were

holden in Montreal district, for recommending its realization

throughout the province.

At the meeting of Richelieu county, a general convention was

demanded. The Irish in Quebec, May 15, by way of favouring the

Canadian (wmso, passed resolutions approving of what O'Connell and

his compatriots had said lately ; namely, that the British party

hero wished to treat Canada now as Ireland had been treated be-

fore. A newspaper, called the " Friend of the People " (le Pojm-

lairc) was started in Montreal, to calm public perturbation ; while

another, The Liberal, came into exiatenoe iii Quebec, with the aim

of exciting the oppositionists to adopt extreme measures. A sin<

gular exchange of characters now seemed to take place betvreen

certain individuals : certain tories suddenly became violent radicals,

as if the prospect of coming troubles had raised their ambition

to profit by them ; while some once hot partisans of the assembly,

seeing no likelihood of its cause prospering, drew up with the mode-

rates of the opposition pprty.

Agitation was now assuming a serious aspect in many of the

conn ^s; so much so, indeed, that the governor became uneasy,

and published a proclamation in the month of June, putting the

people on their guard against the seductive tendency ofcertaiu writ-

ings and discourses addressed to them by agitatoi-s. Copies of this

document he caused to be read at the district militia meetings.

Not intimidated by such warnings, Messrs. Papineau, Morin, La-

fontaine, and Girouard made a public progi-ess (ilescentc) as far as

Kamouraska, the former speechifying at I'lslet and St. Thomas,

where Dr. Tachd, then a red-hot {exalt6) partisan, had influenced

Bomc minds (avait montds quelque tetea) among the cultivators.

At Missisquoi, Assomption, La Chenaic, Descbambault, Aoadie,

public protestations were made against the measures of the home
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government ; and the Daily Expreu newspaper of New York pub-

iiahod some Canadian correspondenoo in wliioh it was proposed to

obtain redress by armed force, the example of the suceessful revo-

lution in the United States being held up to imitation impru-

dently by an ostentatious reproduction of its historical details.

Some time thereafter, the governor was burnt in effigy, and bauds

of armed men prowled about (roderont) the county of Lake of

Two Mountains.

" Every one in the colony is malcontent," exclaimed M. do La-

fontaine: " we have demanded reforms and not obtained them. It

is time to be up and doing." *

A public meeting at Desohambault is convoked, said M. Morin.f
" for tlie purpose ofsolemnly protesting against certain resolutions

moved in the British parliament by Lord John Russell, in view

of passing laws to take our money from us without our consent.

This ministerial measure is a violation of our most « ujred rightp,

and will cause the spoliation of our substance : it is an act of the

greatest oppression and the most tyrannical character; it is a

measure which the Canadians ought never to suffer being carried

into operation ; one which they ought to resist with every kind of

power (iontea les forces), and by all means whait*)ver. Froxu

what has just passed in Britain, it is clear that the people there

have no sympathy for us, and that we must look for it elsewhere.

We are despised ; oppression is in store for us, and (even) anni-

hilation. It is intended to put us under the yoke of a degrading

{in/dme) oppressiveness. No more liberty for us I Slavery is

about to become our portion. But this state of things needs en-

dure no longer than while wo are unable to redress it (le re-

potisser^^).

Everywhere, in a word, agitation was going on for maintaining

the principles of the ninety-two resolutions, or in support of gov-

ernment ; the friends of whom, on their part, promised aid to

the authorities in confronting the opposition party {parti du
mouvcment). The constitutional associations of Quebec and Mont-

1

'

J-

• " II est temps d'ea veair d uao conclusioa," Le Canadien, Ang. 28,

1837.

fie Conodien, July 21, 1837.
'
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real held croF'lud public meetings; while many persons (of lib-

eral seiitiuitints) drew up with the aflsociatorH, booauso they wore

hopelcHS of their cause, in a contest with the mother country

;

opinions being su divided in the colony. The Montreal associa-

tion had published, the year preceding (1836), an address to the

people of all the North American dependencies of Britain, ap-

pealing to their common religious (protcstant) convic lions and

nationality. In the United States, the newspapers, when treating of

Canadian affairs, viewed them very diversely ; and it might be

taken for granted that the federal government would not interfere

till the cause of independence should gain the ascendant, and then

only to claim the fruits (^prix) of victory.

While matters were in the above state, news arrived that Lord

John Russell had declared (June 23) in the house of commons,

his willingness to leave in abeyanoo the bill founded uiH)n the

resolutions lately passed by the house, in hopes the (maleonient)

Canadians would lot themselves be convinced that their demands

were incompatible with their political status as colonists. This

intimation foretokened the calling up another assembly for the

lower province. Lord Gosford, although he felt constrained to

join with the other commissioners in a report unfavourable to us,

yet was averse to carrying out what it proposed ; and though he

expected no benefit to arise from a dissolution. [?] he hoped that

the re<5ompo9ition he meant to propose for the two councils, and

which the mlniawry was likely to sanction, would have a good re-

sult. Ho did not wish to believe, either, that serious outbreaks

would take place ; and he did not, till the eleventh hour, avail

himself of the permission sent him to order up soldiers from New

Brunswick. He thought that there was much exaggeration of

facts in the reports of what passed at meetings of M. Papineau's

partisans ; and believed that things would mend if the two coun-

cils were liberalized : in any case, he confidently thought that the

great body of the French-Canadians were not hostile, at heart, to

Britain.

Nor did the Earl deceive himself in this trustfulness, notwith-

standing that troubles, ending in a partial revolt, did arise. The

leading aspiration [premier vocii) of the Canadians was to preserve

their usages I'.ud nationality ; now these would have been at once
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jeoparded by the annexation of their country to the United

StatoH. A conviction tliat the British aimed at depriving thcin

of the cherished possossiona above indicated, was the tnovin<^ cause,

with many of tho malcontonte, to take up arms agiiinMt the govern-

ment. Lord Gosford felt the truth of this so strongly, that he re-

commended tho ad(Ution of seven French Canadians to the lugisla-

tive council, and nine more to the executive council.

The chambers were summoned to meet on tho 18th of August.

When they met, the governor recommended the assemblymen to

make dispositions themselves for the employment of tho revenue

;

intimating, thot, if they did not, the homo government would

order it to be done for them. This tentative message did not

succeed in shaking tho firmness of tho majority in the hoMse : the

members of which, with a fatal obstinacy, voted an address pro-

testing against the suggestions contained in tho report of the com-

missioners ; wliich being presented to the governor Aug. 26, he

immediately prorogued the parliament by proclamation ; a copy

of which M. Papincau found on his scat, on returning from the

hall of audience. Concurring circumstances now made Lord Gos-

ford believe that Papineau's partisans meant nothing less than to

get up a republic; and that they were turning to account the

odium excited by the violent and unjustifiable attacks of th'< min-

ority, by courting their suffrages for the ascendancy of the same

partisans when the change should be made.*

The enforced termination of the session just begun, Icf*. no further

hope that an amicable arrangement could possibly be effected. In

several loc.ditics of Montreal district the people were led away by

agitators. Oppottitiun discourses went on unceasingly, in town and

country. The authorities began to act with rigour agiiinst the par-

ties who indulged in them, by displacing a great number of magis-

trates and militia officers, including M. Papincau; who when

(civilly) asked if he had assisted at a meeting in St. Laurent, utade a

reply insolently evasive (^auec hauteur), addressed to the governor's

secretary. But these uncommissionings only furnished new arms

for partisanship to iiandle. The young met tf the movement party

were especially violent (emportin). The opposition clubs had rami-

* Despatch from the Karl of Gosford to Baron Qlenelg, dated Sept. 2,

1837.

!.
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fications among the TTorkmen, who were called on to sustain (physi-

cally) the majority in assembly against the executive. Great efforts

were made to engage the humbler class (generally) to join in a revolt;

and meetings of them were called in view of inducing them to do so

by exciting their passions. These attempts failed, mobbish cu-

riosity alone being aroused on such occasions. As for the French"

Canadian people (in the best sense of that collective term), as they

lived remote from the towns, much apart from British settlers, and

felt no governmental pressure (real or imagined), they continued

to pass their lives in habitual tranquillity. The expositions got up

of the unjust doings and tyrannical acts of the dominating aliens,

but slightly affected the rural imagination, and but temporarily

ruffled the even current of country life. The plain-witted Mhi-

tants, too, sluggish as their natures might be, had seen so many
noisy vindicators ofgeneral rights, and denouncers of public wrongs,

at last side with the alien perpetrators whenever emolument or

power for themselves was to be obtained from the (alleged) ene-

mies of the French race I

'-"".-; y ,^

There were exceptions tc^ this inertness of spirit, however, even

in some of the rural districts. The county of Two Mountains, in

particular, was sensibly perturbed. At St. Denis, and in several

other localities, entertainments were given to the displaced magis-

trates and militia officers ; secret associations also were formed, and

open resistance was spoken of. Already a banded party of young

men in Montreal, met r^ularly for military training, taking the

name of " Sons of Liberty."* The members of this band pub-

lished a threatening manifesto, against which the constitutional

association of the same city fulminated a counter-declaration.

Both parties had agencies in the country districts.

At Quebec, some young men of opposition principles, after vain-

ly trying to get up a combination like that of the Sons of Liberty,

received an intimation from those of Montreal that they were

about to enter upon action ; whereupon these Quebec youths de-

• A term originally invented by Colonel Barr^, applied by him ap-

provingly in the British parliament, to the malcontent provincials, ea-

gerly appropriated to them, and borrowed (to sorry purpose) by the

Canadian insurrectionists.

—

B.
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termined to imitate the example. M. Cazeau, one of the members,

relying on the aid of the workmen in the suburb of St. Eoch,

prepared for warlike use a quantity of bullets ; a perilous commo-

dity which the young gentleman took great pains to conceal there-

after, when the police made a domiliciary visit. M. Morin was

chief of the secretly armed club of which Cazeau was a member

;

but such hostile demonstrations found little acceptance with

the community. M. Morin complained of this, to his political

friends of the Two Mountains; writing to them, Oct. 25, in a

letter of thanks for the acknowledgment they had made of his

services in the great cause, that ** their common efforts in its behalf

would certainly have been crowned with success, but for intri-

guers, who had worked on the ignorance, or fears, or corrupt spirit of

many of the supposed well affected ;
" but adding, that " with

constancy and courage aiding, we shall overcome this temporary

obstruction in our path ; and while manifesting the baseness and

corruption of our enemies, we shall unmask the hypocrisy of our

pretended friends." • . ,
; ^ i, ; -

M. Morin, for all this bold strain, was a gentle, polite, and

studious man, with a sunvity of manner more suited to a divine,

than for one possessing the ardent temperament of a conspirator.

To play the latter part he was ill-fitted indeed ; a truth thus rec-

ognised in Le Canadien newspaper :
" It was in an evil hour that

he set himself up for a party-chief in this district. So long as he

had to act under the direction of firmer natures, of men used tc

command, he passed for a man of ready powers {homme habile)
;

but ever since he began to direct others in what it were needful

to do, his incapacity as a leader has become painfully manifest."

At St. Denis, St. Charles, St. Eustache, Berthier, and Acadie,

warlike preparations were in progress. The central and standing

committee of Montreal, comprising the chiefs of the movement,

sent an address to the Workmen's Association in London ; * a kind

• The evil designs, and the atrocious means by which they were to be

effected, of the truculent-minded yet despicable crew thus abusing the

name of honest Britons of the industrial class, are well exposed and

properly denounced in an instructive as well as interesting book, lately

published in this city, entitled " Gonservatire Science; or Somerville's

Diligent Life," &c. Montreal : J. Lovell, I860.—J5.

^

^ .j f!i

!
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of revolutionary club ; in the hope, questionless, of obtaining the

sympathy, at least, of a section of the British people. Some of the

hot-heads (tites exalties) of Montreal resolved to address the Ame-

rican congress, and demand free trade (commerce Ubre). By de-

grees the men of the movement-party became so daring as to dis-

quiet (incommoder) their more peaceable fellow-subjects : who were

finally induced to join in demonstrations antagonistic to theirs.

Col. Hertel, in command of a battalion of militia 1,500 strong, ia

the county of Two Mountains itself, then the centre of agitation,

wrote to the government that his soldiers were full of loyalty, and

ready to obey all orders from head-quarters. But most of his men
seeing as yet no real danger, were inclined to let the governor get

out of his difficulties as he best might ; this the rather because he

had brought them on himself by invidiously maintaining a system

full of injustice, and national preferences. Yet when they learn-

ed that open resistance to the authorities had been made, at St.

Denis and St. Charles, they renounced their neutralivy and pre-

pared to support the government ; while the French-Canadians at:

Quebec, Montreal, Berthier, Rivi^re-Ouelle, Kamouraska, Lotbi-

ni^re, Portneuf, Champlain, Three-Rivers, and in nearly all the

counties, sent on loyal addresses, and stood up for the govern-

ment.

Threats made by the disaflFected in diflferent localities, induced

the authorities to arm trustworthy civilians, to enable order to

be maintained. These precautionary measures, however, did not

prevent the partisans of the movement from holding an aggregate

meeting of inhabitants of the counties of Richelieu, St. Hyacinthe,

Rouville, Chambly, and Verch^res. Those of Acadie county con-

joining, a kind of political compact was formed, called the Confe-

deration of the Six Counties : which comprised a dozen members

of assembly and 100 militia-men, the latter marshalled by cashier-

ed officers of that force. Numerous banners, bearing all sorts of

inscriptions, were displayed on such occasions. For example

:

" Papineau and the elective system !
" " Honour to those who have

resigned their commissions, and been sent adrift [destitids) 1

"

*' Shame upon their successors !
" " Our friends of Upper Cana-

da !
" " Honour to the brave Canadians of 1813 : the country

awaits their services 1 " " In<fependence !
" The legislative
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oounoil wm^ pictorlally represented, on flags, by a death'a-head-and-

oross-bones 1

Dr. W. Nelson, of St. Denis, took'the chair (at the first meeting).

Messrs. Papineau, Wilson, L.-M. Viger, Lacoste,~T. S. Brown,

and Girod, spoke in turn. A kind of " declaration of the rights of

man " was subscribed. M. Papineau, who had begun to see that

matters were going farther than he intended, now made an oration

which disappointed his more ardent partisans. He recommended

that no appeal to the arbitrament of arms should be countenanced.

The only constitutional form of resistance to Britain, and the

best too, he said, was to buy nothing from her. Against this

(peddling) polity Dr. Nelson loudly protested ; adding, that the

time for armed action (not pocket inaction) was come. The re-

solutions passed at this time, served as bases for an " appeal to the

people
;

" copies of which having been profusely distributed

throughout the province, M. Lartigue, bishop of Montreal, was

induced, by way of counterbalance, to issue a pastoral letter

(mandement) to the Canadian catholics, enjoining them to be on

their guard against the evil counsels contained in said appeal ; re-

minding his flock, that obedience to the powers established, was a

cardinal rule of the Romish church. This warning voice from the

clergy, who have ever had a great influence over the French-Cana-

dians, made itself heard under every roof-tree, from the highest

to the lowest, in the entire country.

In 1837, the see of Quebec was filled by M. Signal, the suc-

cessor of M. Panet, who again was the successor of M. Plessis.

M. Signal now approved of the admonitory words addressed by

* Dr. O'Callaghan wrote to me from Albany, under date of July 17,

1852 : " If you are to blame for the movement, blame then those who
plotted and contrived it, and who are to be held In history responsible for

it. We, my friends, were the victims, not the conspirtctors ; and were I on

my death-bed, I could declare before Heaven that I ftad no more idea of

a movement of resistance, when I left Montreal and went to the Riche-

lieu river with M. Papineau, than I have now of being bishop of Quebec.

And I also know that M. Papineau and I secreted ourselves for some

time in a farmer's house in the parish of St. Marc, lest our presence

might alarm that country and be made a pretext for rashness .... I saw
as clearly as I now see, that the country waa not prepared."
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his episcopal auxiliary to those people who had been or might be

misled by agitators :
** For a length of time back, dear brethren,

we hear of nothing but agitation, yea even of revolt ; and this in

a country which has hitherto been distinguished by its loyalty, its

spirit of pea'je, its love for the religion of our fathers. On every

side we behold brothers rise up against their brothers, friends

against their friend,^, citizens against their fallow-citizens ; and

discord, from one extremity of this diocese to the other, seems to

have burst asunder the bonds of charity which united the mem-

bers of the same body, the children of the same church, the

children of that catholicity, which is a religion of unity. It is not

then our attention to give an opinion, as a citizen, on any purely

political question, between the different branches of government,

which is in the right, or which is in the wrong ; this is one of those

things which God has delivered to the consideration of seculars

:

(mundum tradldit disputationi eorum) ; but the moral question,

namely, what is the duty of a catholic towards the civil power estab-

lished and constituted in each state? this religious question

falling within our jurisdiction and competency, it is undoubtedly

the province of your bishop to give you all necessary instruction

-on that subject, and your province is to listen to him. Should

then any one wish to engage you in a revolt against the established

government, under the pretext that you form a part of the sove-

reign people, suffer not yourselves to be seduced. The too

famous National Convention of France, though obliged to admit

the principle of the sovereignty of the people, because it was to

this principle that it owed its existence, took good care to condemn

popular insurrections, by inserting in the Declaration of Rights

which heads the Constitution of 1795, that the sovereignty resides,

not in a part, nor even in the majority of the people, but in the

entire body of the citizens. Now who will dare to say that, in

this country, the totality of our citizens desire the overthrow of

the government ?
"

The pastoral letter had (as above observed) a great effect.

Concurrently, the Canadien renewed its earnest advices, on the

urgent necessity there was for pronouncing against the movement-

party in its armed resistance, for the sake of the national honour,

and even in the name of threatened Liberty herself j while the
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catholic clergy of Montreal put themselves in communication with

those of Quebec, to obtain the aid of the executive council in

getting up a conjoint application to the home authorities, for the

prompt concession of such reforms aa would satisfy a majority of

the Canadian people, and thus appease the troubles of the time.

The executive council took immediate measures to stifle the

insurrection, and cause the law to be respected. In the year pre-

ceding, General Colborne had yielded the reins of government to

Sir Francis Bond Head. It was said that some discord existing

between Lord Glenelg and the former, had caused him to resign.

However tha, may be, upon reaching Montreal, he was triumph-

antly welcomed by the British party in that city. Thence he

passed to New York, where he was to embark for Europe with his

family ; but before he could get away, he received a despatch

from Lord Glenelg, and a commission from Lord Hill, investing

him with supreme command, as lieutenant-general of the whole

military force in the two Canadas.

After visiting Washington and some places in the States, the

British generalissimo returned to Canada, and armed a part of

the male population of Montreal and Quebec, organizing volunteer

corps of infantry, cavalry, and artillery. He also armed almost all

the Irish colonists ; a great number of whom had made common

cause, thitherto, with the oppositionists of the most red-hot princi-

ples (les lioiravx les plui exaltis) : thus evincing a versatility of

nature, in the character of the Irish, which may serve to account

for the evil destinies of their country.* Six hundred volunteers

were armed and equipped in a few days' time. Colborne also

ordered up a reinforcement of regulars from New Brunswick.

The public excitement in several localities was too great to be

quickly allayed, or even to be appeased without an effusion of

blood, more or less copious according to circumstances, should

antagonistic parties in arms come into bodily presence unexpectedly.

Already some scuffles (troubles serieux) had taken place in Mont-

real city. Thus, Nov. 7, the volunteers of the " Doric Club "

,H

* We call the attention of all Hibernians, and men of " "West British "

descent now in Canada, to the pregnant import of the few words in the

aobve significant passage, made, as it were merely obiter, hy the author.

—B. r
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had como to blows with the " Sons of Liberty." The dwelling

of M. Papineau, and that of Dr. Robertson, were attacked ; the

printing-house of the Vindiaitor newspaper, too, was devastated.

Soldiers afterwards paraded the streets, with cannon following, to

scare the riotous of both parties.

Many warrants were now issued by the authorities against the

chiefs of the malcontent Canadians ; 26 of whom, including

Messrs. Papineau and Morin, Drs. O'Callaghan and Nelson, were

accused of high-treason. At Quebec as in Montreal, the prescrib-

ed arrests were made without any diflSculty ; but in one rural dis-

trict of the latter, successful resistance v/as made to the capture of

the accused, and the officers of justice were put to flight. Aitor-

wards the latter were escorted by the military ; these also were in

some places repulsed, but finally prevailed. Between Chambly

and Longueuil a detachment of cavalry was worsted, and some

prisoners under its charge were rescued.* A corps, composed of

five companies of regulars, with a few horsemen and a field-piece,

under the orders of Colonel Gore, which left Sorel for St. Denis

and St. Charles, was on the 22nd November brought to a stand by

Dr. Nelson, who, with some other insurgents, had barricaded him-

self in a large stone building. When the alarm-bell (tocsin) of

the place sounded, 800 men answered the call, and put themselves

at the doctor's disposition. Only 120 of them, I* wever, had

muskets, good or bad, and of ammunition there was little among

them; while the rest were armed with picks, pitchforks, and

cudgels. When a muster was made, only a part of the insurgents

took their places for fighting, and the others retired. A successful

resistance was thought so unlikely by this small band, that Dr. Nel-

son persuaded (engagea) M. Papineau Cafe the time we speak ofcon-

versing with Dr. O'Callaghan) to retire with the rest, so as not to

imperil his life, for if he staid he would also risk the perdition of the

oauje he \s 'S the head of; adding, "It is not here that you can be

most useful ; we shall want your presence at another time (tjou*

aurons besoin de vous plus tard)." Thus M. Papineau, who had

opposed an appeal to arms in the Six Counties' meeting, carried off

• This (so-called) detachment was composed of 18 mounted volun-

teers, led hy Lieut. Ermatinger.—£.
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hib feot (entratnd) by the torrent, braved the Bovero reproaches,

as ho obaorvcd hirasclf to Dr. Nelson, people might cast upon him,

if he wore to take himself off (yUcigner) at such a moment.*

The troops, on their arrival, took possession of the adjoining

houses. After Uiking up their position, they opened a double fire, of

small arms and from tho field-piece, on the ensconced insurgents.

Noting its small effect on the enemy, Col. Gore ordered Captain

Markham to assault a distillery building, defended by 15 Cana-

dians, which much inconvenienced the soldiers elsewhere ; but,

after several vain attempts to carry it, and the captain had been

severely wounded, the assailants were recalled.

Towards 2 o'clock, the insurgents received an increase, which

made the number of those who had arms about 206 in all : they

then determined to take the offensive on several points, and suc-

ceeded in dislodging a party which was firing on them from

behind a barn. The rest of the troops kept up the assault ; but

after a contest of two hours' duration. Colonel Gore, a veteran

who served at Waterloo, was fain to retire from the field, leaving

his cannon behind, also part of his ammunition, and some wounded

men. M. Ovide Perrault, membei- of the ussembly, was mortally

wounded in this aflFair.

While the insurgents were thus repulsing the British soldiers at

St. Denis, another column led by Col. Wethorall, 330 strong, with

two cannon and a few mounted volunteers, was on its way from

* See " Papineau et Nelson : Blanc et Noir," the title of a pamphlet,

with afficavits appended, published at Montreal in 1848, by the proprie-

tors oiVd'venir newspaper.—["Discretion," says Falstaff, "is the better

part of T ilour." Fire-breathing words seem fitted to inflame all but those

who uttei them. But the Canadian orator might plead the greatest of al^

exemplars 'n such cases : Demosthenes, it is said, was one of the first to

take leg-bail among the discomfited at Gherona; Cicero cut but a poor

figure as a man of action (he took Clodius and his gang by surprise, and

had besides the whole lawful force of the republic on his side) ; and be

died rather ignobly. M. Dupin, senior, the great mouth-piece of the

Liberal opposition in the French legislature under the last Bourbon, and

who did, perhaps, more than any man to provoke the revolution of 1830,

hid himself in the cellar of his mansion in Paris, after trying in vain to

get out of the city, (,a3 did also the present annotator !) all the while it

was going on.

—

Histoire des Dix Am, par Louis Blako.—B.

i! v!
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Ohambly to form a junction with Col. Goro. When coiubliud, tho

two parties wcro to nHflail tlio villiigo of St. Charles, where tho

onHur}^ents wcro intrenched. Wctherall's progress was very slow,

for tho bridges over tho streams ho had to cross had been broken

down. Although ho did not find Qoro at tho place of rendezvous,

he still went on ; and, nonr St. Charles, sovoral shots were fired

against him. Ho confronted tho insurgents' position, Nov. 25.

Their lino of defence was formed of felled trees, faced witli earth

and supported by tlio mansion of M. Debartzch, tho walls of

which had been loop-holed; the whole work forming alongs((uaro

between tho river and tho iXwt of a hillock, which commanded tho

roar of tho position. It was defended by a few hundred men,

most of them without arms, as at St. Denis ; and Mr. T. S. Brown,

who was to have commanded them, fled before tho attack began.

Thoy had, indeed, two cannon, but were able to fire them only

once or twice. Wothorall turned their position, posted his men

on tho potty ominenoo above noted, got his two guns into

place, and began to play on tho insurgents, who had now no other

way of issue than the river. The latter, notwithstanding, kept up a

brisk return fire ; one party also making a sortio, and, screened

J)y some trees on thoir right, galling Wctherall's flank so much

that a roar party had to bo brought up to dislodge them. The

firing was kept up for an hour, but more and more faintly on the

the part of the defenders ; the balls from the assailants field-pieces

having made great breaches in tho rude field-work, and its defenders

gettirg into confusion. The British advanced with fixed bayonets,

carried tho works at one stroke, and killed {7nassacrercnt) all those

who did not ask fbr quarter, only 30 surrendering. Moro than

100 perished, and 372 besides were wounded.

The combat finished, the camp was destroyed, all but the house

of M. Debartzch ; and tho British force returned to Montreal by

Chambly and St. John's ; dispersing, on tho route, at Point Olivier,

a party of insurgents who tried to stop their passage.

The whole district of Montreal was now put under martial law,

while the people began to meet in town and country to renounce.

* This is somewhat at variance with the particulars preluding the

author's accouut of the fighting there.—5. .% .,, .-- i. ^ .
- ..-^^.
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publicly all participation mi tho revolt. Mossra. La Fontaino

and Leslie, apprehending that they hud been too obstiniito, ropairod

to Quobco and solicited Lord Gosford to convoke the chambers, but

it was now too late for negociation : the opposition in the nHHouibly

having tried force and failed, were at tho n>ercy of their antago-

nists. This result ought to have been seen from the first : and tho

result now wiw, that the cause had to abide tho evil conHiMjuences

of an entire defeat, though its defenders had ventured upon mere

skirmishings with their antagonists in a few scattered localitica :

tho masses not having stirred, there was no revolution. As a natu-

ral consequence. Lord Goaford declined to parley.

Meanwhile some insurrectionary demonstrations near tho right

bank of the St. Lawrence, were mot and put down. A party

coming tardily into tho field from tho United States, was captured

or disixjrsod at Four Corners, near Lake Cham plain. There now

remained but one uffccted point to assail, on the left bank of the

flood, which was St. Eustacho, in Two 3Iountains County. Here

Dr. Cln5nier and Armury Giron (a Swiss settler) liad assumed the

load ofan insurgent body in their district. They appropriated a can-

non and some small arms in the hands of the people of the Indian

village : then ropairod to St. Eustacho, seized upon the convent

thoro and turned it into a block-house for their party. Tho parish

priest (M. Paquin), Mr. Scott (member of assembly), Mr.

Emery ¥6r6, and Mr. Dost^ros, vicar of the parish, (the latter of

whom read to tho rebels Colborne's proclamation,) succeeded in

persuading the peasants at Chdnier's heels to return to their

homes in peace, and only one young man was left in the convent

to represent an insurgent garrison. But others present, of rebellious

stamp, arriving on a sudden from Grand-Brdld or elsewhere, re-

placed the retiring defaulters, and, during several days, the coun-

try had to endure the presence and disorders of a varying number of

400 to 1500 rovers in bands, some regularly armed, but most not.

Before any force arrived to restore order, and, upon hearing the

news of the (blood-letting) affair at St. Charles, with tho disper-

sion of the rebels in tho south, M. Paquin, thinking tho occasion

opportune for bestowing salutary advice, invited Dr. Chdnier to

Ms parsonage, aud begged he would renounce an entcrpriso as hope-

less as it was perilous. The adviser's sonsible and kindly meant

il



884 HISTORY OP CANADA.

!!•

adjurfttionB wore ncoonduJ by other gentlometi proBont on the oo-

ouflioii, both (HSulusiaHtiuH and nc>cuhirH, but their uttumpt« to over-

come the obHtiinicy of unrouson in their umn proved bootless.

Ch«!inier would huvo it, that the intolli^ence from Ht. Churles was

false ; ho pretended he had juHt hoard, by eourier, that the south-

ern rebeiri were triumphin;; ; tiiially, that his determination wti», to

oon(|uor or die with arms in hand I But while his tongue sylla-

bled these words of resolution, his eyes betrayed the woaknoss of

his nature, for it was observcl that st)mo tears triekled down his

cheeks. Instead of follow iiij; the oounsols of the worthy chief

priest of the parish, Ch<$nier and hid men turned him out of his

dwelling, making a bleok-houHe of it, and also taking post in the

church of the place as a kind of citadel. Many families hud al-

ready sot out, or were getting ready to start, for Montreal from

the neighbouring parishes. Several alerts had taken place, owing

to the reported approach of the royal troops; and it was plain that

any attempt to resist them by the few rebels still in arms, would

prove futile.

At length Sir John Colborno arrived in person with 2,000 men,

eight lield -pieces, a rocket-mortar, and a train of ammunition-wag-

.gons, &c., the whole line covering fully two miles of roadway. At

the sight of this imposing array of war, most of the insurgent

troop at St. Charles took to flight, leaving Chdnier with from

200 to 250 men only to defend the convent, the parish church,

the parsonage and adjoining houses, in which they had taken post.

Several, even of those left, having no arms, applied for some to the

doctor, who replied, '' Be easy about that : there will be men killed

:

you can take their muskets."

When the British had fully invested the village, their artillery

began to play upon the fastnesses of the insni^ents. The latter re-

turned their fire spiritedly till araunition failed them, and even

•forced the artillerymen of one battery to recede. Afier a two

houi's' cannonade. Captain Leclorc's volunteers, the 32nd raiment,

and the Koyals were called up, and, after a terrible fire of musketry,

the order was given to assault. By this time the houses containing

the rebels were on fire. Driven by the flames, as they got head, to

abandon each of the burning buildings in succession, the defenders

at last joined their comrades posted in the church, which was pre-
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Hently invested by the BritiBh, and mcnnced with dc.c . :tion by

the progress of the conflnf?rution. Ch«5nicr nnd the rest tried to

inantniii the place for a time in Rpite of flitineH and bullotn ; but

finding tiie building no longer tenable, he, with a few of the more

enterprising, leaped the church windows, and tried to make hi«

way through the ansailantH, but was shot and died ere the church-

yard wall was reached. Not one of his njcn escaped in the carnage

which followed. The village itself was first plundered and then

burnt.

On searching the bodies of the dead, there were found in the

pouches of several of them, boys' nuirbles, intended for use as bul-

lets. Uirod, who absconded before the fight, but who was sought

for nevertheless, when on the point of being arrested shot himself.*

The combat of St. Eustache was the last attempted by the

rebels, and their defeat hero finished the insurrection at one blow.

The troops marched against St. Benoit, which place, although

iinresisting, met the fate of St. Eustache and St. Denis ; whither

nearly 1,100 men had been sent to destroy the village, in revenge

for the defeat of the 32nd. The revolters were now in despair

:

all their chiefs were taken or were in flight. M. Papiueau, and

several other compromised individuals of mark, had found their

way across the frontier and wcro safe in the States. The opposi-

• " nistorical Journal of the Events that happened at St. Eustache

during the Rebellion of the County of Two Mountains. By an Eye-

witness." Published in I'Ami du Peuple and le Canadien, A.D. 1838.

[" At St. Benoit, Sir John Colborne found upwards of 250 men drawn

up in line exhibiting white flags, and stating that they surrendered at

discretion. . . .lie dealt with much humanity, dismissing most of them "

Christib : Hist. L. Canada^ v. 9, 10.

•* Prior to my leaving Grand Brftld, almost every house in the town

was set fire to, as well as the church, priest's house, &c. No exertion on

my part was spared to save as much as possible ; but the irregular troops

employed were not to be controlled, ond were in every case, I believe,

the instruments of the infliction."

—

Major Townscnd to Col. Gore, Dec.

18, 1837.

*• Many of those who served as volunteers were persons who had

been exceedingly ill-treated and plundered by the patriots wliile ia the

ascendant, during a great part of the preceding summer."

—

Curistib :

V, ii.—B.]

Vol. III.—AA
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tion journals wcro under soizuro or silont ; the poople everywhere

submisMivo, and in ?unuy pliioes they signed addresses professing

thoir loyiilty. The VQioes of the elorgy wore hoard again amid

the political wreck, and the bishops of Quebec and Montroul be-

gan to return thanks to G I for the restoration oi^ peace to the

country.

" What misery, what desolation, have overspread many of the

fairest fields," said the bishop of Montreal, " since the demon of

war has been let loose upon our beautiful and till lately happy

country ; wherein abundance and content reigned erewhile with

order and security, until brigands and rebels, by moans of sophistry

and lies, misled a part of the people of this diocese. How now,

about the fine promises made (by the seditious) of the wonder-

ful things they would do for you? Was it the controlling

spirit of a numerical majority of the people of this country, who,

according to the insurgents, ought to liave sway in all things,

that diret^tod thoir military operations ? Did you find yourselves

in a condition of greater freedom than before, while exposed to

:ill sorts of vexations, threatened with fire-raisings, loss of goods,

deprivation eve-' of life itself, ifyou did not submit to the fright-

t'al despotism of those insurgents ; who, by violent not persuasive

means, caused more than a moiety of all the dupes they had to

take up arms against the victorious armies of our sovereign."

" For oui'selves," added the bishop of Quebec, "during the

disasters of which some parta of this province have been the

theatre, we have, in imitation of Moses, implored the Lord not to

abandon Ills people in their extremity ; and now we have the

happiness to see, as veil as yourselves, that God, in his loving-

kiudncss, listened to our humble supplications." >

But if calm were re-estabiishing in Lower Canada, the upper

province was tlureatened, in its turn, with similar troubles to those

which had taken place in Montreal district, &c. Mr. W. L.

IM'Kenzie raised the insurrectional standard in Navy-Island, two

miles above Niagara Falls ; where he had taken refuge with a

body of Canadian malcontents, and '* sympathisers " from the

neighbouring States. In London district, also, some rebels were

roving about the country. The insurgents, however, could not

long make head against the authorities : one party of them was

s.
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ptit to the rout in tho London district; another woa defeated, at

Amhorstbur}» ; and M'Kenzio's party was obliged to quite Navy

Island, after making a show of opposition for several days ; so that

Upper as well as Lower Canada was swept clear of insurgents.

Bv the borders, on both sides of the parting lino between the

two provinces and the north-caatern States, were still infested with

parties of Canadian revolters and intrusive Americans, directed

by M'Kenzie and Dr. Robert Nelson ; who even published a

" declaration of independence," dated March 1838. Witliin the

colony, all was quiet at this time ; while the federal government

sent an armed force, under Generals Scott and Brady, as a

corps of observation, which took post on the American frontier-

lino, in view of causing neutrality to be respected by all citizens

of the States. This movement was doubtless duo to bellicose

remonstrances, previously made at Washington by Mr. Fox, Brit-

ish envojf, against the little respect which the American authorities

had evinced for the laws of nations, while the Canadian revolt

lasted. But the governors of Vermont and New York, each in

a proclamation issued anteriorly, cautioned their people not to take

part in the struggle going on. '
V. ^

In other British North American dependencies, as New Bruns-

wick and Nova Scotia, no revolt took place : on the contrary, as

soon as news of the Canadian outbreaks arrived, the colonists o:

both those countries met in public assembly and assured tlie au

thorities of their firm support.

Before the insurrection broke out, the Queen, in her speech at

the opening of the Imperial legislature, called the attention of

the two houses of parliament to the troubled state of our aflfaiis.

Messrs. Hume and Loader had called upon the m-nisters to

inform the commons what course they meant to pursue after

driving, by their psiat policy, a moral, quiet, and religious peo-

ple to the very brink of revolution ; as also to explain how it was

that numbers of the Upper-Canadians made common cause with

the malcontent race aforesaid. In reply, Lord John Russell

defended the Canadian policy of the cabinet ; but declined to

enter into explanations as to what he or his coUeagi'.es meant to

do in the energenoy. This much he intimated, that the resignn-

tion of Lord Gosford, who had long been soliciting his recal, woe

li I'!
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noT7 accepted ; and that Sir John Colborne would fill the place of

governor temporarily.

When intelligence of the outbreaks in the province reached

London, several merchants of that city trading with the Canadas,

repaired in deputation, for themselves and others, to the colonial-

office, and, on inquiries made were assured by Lord Glenelg that

the interests ofevery loyal subject in the colony would be anxious-

ly cared for; also that the rebellion would very certainly be

soon be put down by force. The while, the members of the com-

mercialist classes of the province, especially he British merchants

in Quebec, but still more those of Montreal, began to clamour for

a union of the two Canadas. In view of communicating their

earnest wishes on this point, the former despatched Mr.

Stuart, to London ; the latter sending Messrs. Moffat and Badg-

ley on the same quest. They inclined not to let French

nationality raise its head again ; and by current rumours among

the British population, m lich reached fitfully Canadian ears, it

was easy for us to foresee, that, as soon as the British party were

not able to maintain a supremacy over the Canadian race, eVen

with the aid of the home government, yet the Upper-Canadian

pepulation becoming more considerable, the two provinces would

be combined in one, thus to terminate the quarrel between their

two races.
, .., , ,,

The Earl of Gosford received several valedictory addresses from

the inhabitants of the capital, and those of the neighbouring

parishes. He left Quebec, late in February 1838, vid the United

States ; visiting Philadelphia and Washington before embarking

for Europe. Sir F. B. Head, governor of Upper Canada, who

also had demanded a recal, was not long in following him. Several

British journals blamed the conduct of the cabinet ; but there was

no doubt that the ministers would be supported by the parliament

and a majority of the people. They might reckon on the appro-

bauon of the other British North American colonists, as discus-

sions which had lately taken place in the assembly of New Bruns-

wick sufficiently proved. The people of that province were even

ready to aid the home government to upset the whole social organi-

zation of the Lower-Canadians. " It is a second conquest that

ia wanted in that colony !
" exclaimed Mr. Wilmott, one of the
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chiefs of assembly in that province, inspired by sentiments ex-

pressed in the Gazette newspaper of Montreal. In Upper Canada,

where the Union question had been submitted for consideration

to the two chambers, the representatives consented to the prin-

ciple of it, provided that British preponderance should be ensured

in the compact ; also conditioning, in advance, that no use should

be made of the French language either in the legislature or before

the tribunals. ,.

Such were, everywhere, the sentiments of our fellow-subjects in

respect to us, and the interests of our race. Such was the result

of the insurrection of 1837 ; the minor movement of 1838 being

but its abortive counterpart. In no part of the country were the

people prepared (for a successful revolt). The only persons wh(»

were ready to move, were those who made a kind of trade of poli-

tics, agitators, partisans, &c.; who passed, in many cases, from

one camp to the other ; some really believing in a revolution as

ensuring a remedy for existing abuses, others only regarding it as

a means proper for advancing their personal interests or satisfying

their own ambitious aspirations. Each kept up the excitement

of his feiiows ; all gave the rein to their own and fostered their

neighbours' vain imaginations, till at length great things seemed

little, and little things looked great, both being diversely viewed

through a medium of " blear illusion." The very judgment

of some seemed to be perverted for the time. Presently those

whom self-love or interested motives impelled or induced to join

with form< r opponents, persuaded, not only others, but themselves

too, that they were the real patriots which they professed to be,

merely from frequenting the society of those who had a valid

claim to that distinction. But time, which tries all men's pre-

tensions, soon enabled us to discriminate the false from the true

:

words profess, but events show ; and no insincere man ever yet

endured nobly the worst consequences that might befal him

through holding the even tenor to the last of that which he takes

to be a rightful course.
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CHAPTER III.

UNION OF THE TWO CANADA S.

1838-1840.

Effect of the troulilcg of 1837 In Uritain, France, ftnd the United Slates.

—Policy of the Imperial Parliament.—Debates in both I onaes on

Canadian affairs.—Earl of Dnrhani nominated governor.—His arrival

at Quebec.—Uis proclamation to the people.—llo organiireo his conn-

cil.—Individuals under accusation for political offcnccH amnestied or

temporarily exiled,—Mr. WakcHeld sent secretly to M. Papinean and

other party chiefs.—Attitude of the several parties.—Lord Durham In

Upper Canada.—Ho secures a majority therein favourable to union.

—

Meeting, in Quebec, of the different governors of the Laurentian gulf

region.—Tlie half amnesty, by which several of the Incriminated par-

tif'S were arbitrarily exiled, denounced in the British legislature, and

disavowed by the home governraenl.—Lord Durham resigns in dis-

gust,—Addresses at leave-taking for Europe, and his replica thereto.

—Sir John Colborne again governor pro tern.—Renewed insurrection

. essayed In the Chambly district.—Colborne marches ihitlier, with t

or 8 thousand men, and ravages the country.—'Numorous arrests

follow.—Trials of the parties implicated.—Eighty-nine condemned to

die ; thirteen of whom are executed, and forty-seven banislied.—Lord

Durham's Report on Canadian affairs.—Bill for a Union of the Cana-

das brought into parliament, but its consideration delayed till next

year.—Mr. Poulett Thompson, nominated governor, arrives at Que-

bec—Tie repairs to Upper Canada, and convokes Us legislature.

—

Ho persuades the two chambers there to adopt the conditions prescrib-

ed for the projected Union.—That measure becomes a law In Britain,

despite the petitions presented against It by the Lower-Canadians, as

well as the opposition of the Duke of Wellington and Lord Gosford.

—The act of Union proclaimed in Canada.—General remarks.—Ca-

nadian people at the time of the Union.

—

Appendix : eupplemeutary

populatiocistlcs, &c.

What, then, was to bo tho result of an armed resistance so

quickly overcome ? An occasion presented itself, and was eagerly

taken after being long desired by the victorious party, of incorpor-

ating the two Canadaa, politicnJly, as one province. Although

tlio attempt to effect that object in 1822 had failed, tho dexterous
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find powlBtont policy of that party hnd boon cvor propnring tho

way for roaliaing tho project now about to bo offectc<l. The rash-

no8S of M. Piipinottu lind, quostlonlofw, nmcb procipitatcd tho

change ; but tho oolonial-offioo wnn always on tho look out for

finding moans to bring about tho desired consummation, and the

far-seoing among ourselves over expected that ministerial ten-

donoioB would cause a violent concussion (choc) soon or late.

Despite their language, British ministries knew well that what

they said would not bo litorally intorprotod
; and that tho Cana-

dians would stand up against tho real harm intended them, under

specious pretexts of good intended, and through moans of agencies

based on deooptious maxiujsof ultra-libcial character.

Up to tho time wo have arrived at, there had been no civil wars

in Canada'; consequently, tho contest just terminated attracted,

while it lasted, much attention in Britain, tho States, and France.

In tho United Kingdom, as soon as news arrived of tho first re-

volt, measures were taken for sending troops over to repress it

;

wiiilo, in tho United States, tho government had great diflioulty to

keep in loash "sympathising" citizens, hundreds of whom flocked

to tho standard of Mackenzie, to tho great disfjuiet of Upper Ca-

nada all tho winter through. In France, Canada had been so

completely forgotten, that people wore asking of one another where-

abouts it lay ; and had to be reminded that it was still the abiding-

place of certain descendants of their own race of other days, located

in parts beyond sea. Then tho Gallic mind was stirred in our

favour ; and a republican journal suggested tho formation of a vo-

lunteer legion of auxiliaries, to assist us in the struggle. Tho Go-

gctte de France, in a more thoughtful spirit, thus disserted on tho

affairs of Canada :
" There we find another Ireland re-produced

;

a country to be opprossed, to suffer under the arbitrary yoke of

its conquerors. It is coerced for its religious belief; and, though

its people are nominally pnt on a footing of equality, they are yet

separated from their fellow-oolonists by outrageous {choquante) po-

litical inferiority Conquerors thought that nationalities could be

made and unmade at tho flat of a diplomacy-" idofheart(«a7w cntrail-

les) ;
that the territory of a people might be out and shaped as if it

were a piece of cloth ; and that communities of men could be readily

broken up and allotted, some to one master, some to another, as

1
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easily as so many herds of oattle. Because an invasion and defeats

in resisting it, have made a people succumb to the conqueror, is he

to suppose that he has a right to make them his absolute property,

both body and soul, by imposing upon them his laws, his religion,

his habitudes, and his language ? Is he to be sanctioned in chang-

ing, by constraint, the very heart of a people by imposed educa-

tional institutions; or shall he be allowed, without reprobation, to

invade tlie most sacred part of man's moral constitution, the sanc-

tuary of conscience What are the rights now contended

for in Quebec and at Montreal ? Of directing the outlay of public

money by those who have furnished it (surely the right of all

men), and representation in the legislature, in accordance with

the principles of that nationality which emigrants [?] took with

them to America; even as Eneas is fabled to have ' taken with

him into Italy, the laws and customs of Ilion, as well as the pe-

nates of the exiles he led • „, .1 :

" And as if to give the world a bodily token of the real nature 0"

the Canadian movement, and of its conformity to right principles,

we find thit the two men at its head are, one of French the other

of Irish blood, namely, M. Papineau and Mr. O'Connell,—both

catholics, and each alike claiming for his fellow-suflferers and him-

self religious liberty, along with political freedom ; in fine, such

institutions and laws as those in the communities to which they

severally belong have founded and developed." ,,,<}. . i., . ,^-

Had the revolt been of a more serious character than it was, the

American government, and probably that of France afterwards,

would have been impelled (^cntraini) to intervene with an effect

sufficient to ensure the independence of the two Canadas. But as

the troubles which had burst out wore rather the result of a poli-

tical stru^le prolonged beyond endurance, than due to a formed

determination to shake off" British supremacy, the chiefs of the

movement did not yield to the desire of their followers to take up

arms till the eleventh hour; and even in the address from the

six counties' association, although menaces were thrown out, anti-

cipations of a hoped-for redress of grievances still formed a topic
:

80 true is this, that those wl^o subsoribed it had made no pre*

parations whatever for following up their menaces by war. And
in the physical resistances which followed, at St. Denis and St.
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Charles, not one man in four had a firelock ; while the attack

made upon the insurgents was made, not by regular corps de-

spatched to confront rebellion, but by parties of soldiers sent to aid

civil oflRcers in making captions. Nevertheless, as an example of

successful tumultuary resistance is ever perilous to a government,

it was inevitable that ours should act with rigour (jsioir) at the

outset, and put it down promptly by a display of superior force

;

for those who cannot repress a body of revolted colonists, will soon

have to deal with a nation of revolutionists. Aware of this (by

past American experience), the almost universal British mind was

all for war against the insurgents. As soon as the Imperial par-

liament assembled (Jan. 16), Lord John Russell explained what

measures for repression of the revolt had been determined on

;

and addresses to the Queen from both houses, were moved and

carried, assuring her Majesty of their support in the crisis. Next

day, his Lordship brought in a bill for suspending the constitution

of Lower Canada.

The provisions of this bill, as they were successively brought

forward, led to a discussion which continued for several days
;
yet

a part of the opposition made to each in turn was due, not to a wish

to defend French-Canadian interests, but to make a handle of our

complaints for assailing the existing cabinet. Whig-and-tory con-

testations between those party athletes Russell and Peel, such parti-

sans wrestlings were not likely to result in any favourable result for

oppressed colonists. Roebuck was heard, at great length, against

the bill, as agent for Lower Canada; making an exposition of co-

lonial wrongs, the detail of which lasted four hours. But his influ-

ence in the lower house had fallen off; and, besides, he had not always

acted prudently in our behalf. Thus he attended at a meeting holden

in London, presided by Mr. Hume, at which it was declared that

tlie possession of Canada was of no advantage to Britain, seeing

that it only supplied pretexts for maintaining a commercial mono-

poly ; and the people of Britain were advised to meet in every

part of the country, to petition parliament, and to induce the

ministry to renounce their coercion of the colonists. To raise up

such a question from such a motive, at the tin^e of an insurrec-

tionary movement, was giviuj, encouragement to the malcontents

to persevere, and, by consequence, raising in Britain feelings of

•1 . i--
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saspiciou agtiinst the Canadians. Novortholoss, Lord Brougham

and the Duke of Wellington in the houne of Lords, with Messrs.

Warburton, Hume, Leader, and Stanley in the commons, blamed

the conduct of ministers, and threw upon them the discredit of

the eventa that had taken place. Lord Brougham, in particular,

made a speech in which he recommended clemency for the insur-

gent*, and upheld their right to revolt ; saying, " We loudly cen-

;8ure the Canadians," urged he ; "but -which is the country, who
are the people, who gave them the example of insurrection ? You
exclaim against them for revolting : you, who have disposed of

their money without their consent
;
you, who have violated those

irights which you made a merit of having accorded to them. Then

you enumerate thjir other advantages; how that they have no

itaxes to pay, that they receive considerable aid from tliis country,

that they enjoy gratuitously precious trading privileges which it

,cost us dear to obtain, and then you wind up all with the (scornful)

observation :
* The whole dispute between us and them resolves

itself into the fact, that we have appropriated some £20,000

without the permission of their assembly-men
!

' Why, it was

for resisting the illegal exaction of a poor pound sterling, that

Hampden gained an undying name as an English patriot; a name

for which the Plantagenets and the Guelphs would have given all

the blood that flowed in their veins I If it be a crime to resist op-

pression, to rise up against a usurping power, and to defend public

freedom when it is assailed, which are the greatest criminals ?

Was it not ourselves who set the example to our American bre-

thren? Blame them not too harshly for following it Be-

sides, you propose to punish a whole province, because it contains

a few malcontent parishes ; thus, by your undiscriminating proscrip-

tions, you chastise those even who have helped you to stifle the in-

surrection!" ' /• ; * *H.ff* V

Yet the minority who voted against the ministerial project,

among the commons, was but 7 or 8 strong,—half of the members

being then absent.* Their opposition, nevertheless, obliged min-

• The numbers of a final majority and minority in either house of par-

liament, give no proper indication of the relative strength of either on

«ny contested subject. It is at the second reading of a bill, that its fate

is virtually determined. Voting afterwards, is usually little mure than
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isters to limit the powers first intended to bo vested in the gover-

nor and epeeial council, who were meant to rule absolute in Canada

while its constitution were in abeyance. Another inquest was or-

dered to be made on the spot, as to the state of the country. The
Earl of Durham was chosen for chief of this mission of inquiry.

When nominated to the office, in order to pre-disposc the Canadians

in his favour, his Lordship announced, in the house of lords, that

while ho would endeavour to make the supremacy of Britain be re-

spected in every part of the colony, he would patronize no section of

the population in especial, whether English, French, or Canadian

;

but that ho would administer justice to all, and extend to all an

equal protection. During the attendant discussion in parliament,

the ministers hid their secret aim with the greatest care, and to

the last manifested a reserve which imposed on many persons.

Lord John Russell announced, that the crown would avail itself of

the royal prerogative to authorize the earl, in its name, to select ten

individuals in Lower Canada, and as many in the upper province

(should he think fit), to form a council for assisting him with their

advice ; lest the government which was to supersede the Canadian

constitution for a time, should seem to be entirely that of the

ministers and their nominee. Lord Howick, in reply to Sir B.

Peel, affected to insist on the necessity of dealing justly by the

Canadians. Thus he observed, '' If I thought the great mass of

the people were hostile to Britain, I should say that what ought

to be done would be, to see how a final separation between them

and us could be effected without sacrificing British interests. But

I do not think that the Canadian people are opposed to British

domination ; for our alliance is yet more necessary to them, than

their connection is important for us. If it be only for their laws

and particular usages that they are struggling, surrounded as they

are by a people of differing races, they must bo aware that they

would be made to undergo, if they lost British protection, a much

more violent change than any which they ha^\; yt ^^>ad to endure;

one certainly greater and more general vl ' which we may

mean to prescribe for them."

formal. The commoners opposed to the Canadian coercion bill were

therefore far more numerous than the author would have his readers

believe.—B. ,-

.
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Ho added an cxprcflsion of his belief, that those colonists who

aspired to national independence wore few in number ; and that tho

implicuted parties had boon led on step by step to a crisis, booauso

lach man hoped to triumph over his adve.sary. lie said that

he did not despair of both tho oontcndina; parties beinj; satisfied
;

but still he thought that a system of unlimitod executive respon-

Btbility was irreconcilable with tho relations which ought to exist

botwoen a colony and tho metropolitan power. Lord Howick,

like every other speaker on tho ministerial sido, carefully avoided

all meution of any intended union of tho two Canadas, cither

on this occasion or any other while tho discussion lasted.

Sir William Molosworth, in opposition, disapprovod of the sus-

pension of the constitution ; but ho approved of tho choice of Lord

Durham to govern tho country ad interim, if its suspension must

take place. Mr. Groto said, ** If tho violation in part of tho con-

stitution determined tho Canadians to arm in dofonco of their

rights, if Lord Gosford precipitated a revolt merely by adopting

certain resolutions, how will they endure tho suspension of the

constitution entirely, and tho confiscation of popular freedom ?"

Mr. Warburton proposed to grant complete emancipation ; say-

ing, " Britain has aided the people of Greece, of Poland, of South

America, ofHanover, to achieve or to attempt gaining their freedom

:

why should wo wish to deny that benefit to tho Canadian people ?"

These extreme ideas (probably put forward tentatively) suc-

ceeded not in " drawing out " the ministers as to their final intents.

Mr. EUice, who was not always in their confidence although

their adherent, and who had not, as we know, their skilfulness,

lauded the nomination of Lord Durham ; adding a suggestion, that

he should govern Canada in the same way as Ireland was ruled.

In the house of peers, Lords Brougham, EUenborough, and Mans-

field protested against suspending the constitution ; because they

thought, now that the rebellion was quelled, there was no need for

Buch a measure. Lord EUenborough taunted the ministry for

designing to unite the two Canadas ; he exclaimed, that this was

the true and only reason for persisting in their present course.

Lord Glenelg, unmasked by this sudden apostrophe, loudly dis-

avowed harbouring any such intention ; and declared that the

cabinet wished only to modify the constitution : as for a union, he
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added, that could bo effected only by consent of tho people of the

two provinces themselves. Ministers thought they could impose

upon lliu world all tho more easily by holding this language, in that

they affected, during tho discu8!9ion, to speak of tho Canadians as

a race of ignorant simpletons easy to deceive : this, too, notwith-

standing the recent troubles ; which practically proved, if thoy did

no more, that they appreciated their rights, and keenly felt when

they were unjustly ignored.

After a number of petty contrarieties which the ministers had

to endure at the hands of opposition parties iii the two houses,—

chiefly due to the vague (mi/stdrieux) terms they used while in-

voking on the occasion the principles of liberty, justice, and con-

ciliation (always dwelling, too, on the inherent vices of tho Cana-

dian constitution),—the imperial parliament accorded to them all

the essential powers they had at first asked for ; and Lord Dur-

ham made immediate preparations for his passage to Canada.

The earl, a great radical though he were in his politics, was per-

sonally very fond of luxury and show.* Ho had represented his

sovereign, with surpassing pomp, as ambassador at St. Petersburgh

in 1833. Ho now aspired to eclipse, by a parade of vicc-rcgailiy,

all the splendour of preceding governors of Canada. The ship-of-

war which brought his Lordship to our honoured shores was richly

fitted up for his especial use. Its state-rooms and cabins were

resigned to tho use of his numerous suite and confidants ; to his

secretaries, his aides-de-camp, &o. A band of musicians on board,

made the time passed in voyaging seem short. Previously, a great

number of persons who were to play subordinate parts in the mis-

sion, had been sent on to await the arrival of its chief. Two
regiments of royal guards, with some hussars, were also embarked

for Quebec. In a word, all things betokened a display among us

of ambassadorial magnificence hitherto unknown to any region of

• An ostensibly democratic noble is ever the most deep-dyed of aris-

tocrats at heart. A flaming reformer is apolitical despot turned wrong-

side out. Double exemplars of this, among British earls of the last

age, were " citizen Charles Stanhope," and radical John George Lamb-

ton-Durham. But the "pure patriotism " ascribed to the latter waj

really born of a bilious temperament.—iB.
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Nrirth America. When the groftt mnn arrived in Quebec the

parliamontrhouHe was fittod up as a palace for him and his follow-

ing.

Monnwhile, as scoa as the imperial parliament by its bill had

Buspendcd the Canadian constitution, an order was sent to 8ir

John Colborno to form a special oounoil for dispatch of the more

pressing executive business. This body, 22 in number, a moiety

of all being Canadiuns, met in April. Public tranquillity now

seeming to be endured, the several volunteer corps assembled

daring the troubles were broken up. . ' '„f

When Lord Durham arrived before Quebec, the province was

in a state of perfect calm. Two days afterwards (May 29) he

landed, under a salute of artillery, from ships and citadel ; and,

with his suite, amid a double line of soldiers, ascending in state to

the castle of St. Louie, he there forthwith took the prescribed

oaths, with all accustomed formalities. He wished to signalize at

once his advent to power, by an act of grace in favour of parties

in durance for political offences ; but found this to be impracti-

cable just yet, no crown-officer being then in presence to aid him

with direction and advice in the matter. He failed not, however, to

address a long proclamation * to the people ; in which he employed

a strain of language which marked him for being a personage not

at all cognizant of what it were needful to say in addressing a

North-American population. For example, in one passage thus

did his lordship deliver himself: " The honest conscientious advo-

cates of reform, and of the amelioration of defective institutions,

will receive from me, without distinction of party, races, or politics,

that assistance and encouragem.ent which their patriotism has a

right to command

;

but all disturbers of the public peace, all

violators of the law, all enemies of the crown and of the British

empire, will find in me an uncompromising opponent." Again,

speaking of the re-establishment of the constitution, he observed,

* The author, as above, ascribes to the earl's proclamation the charac-

ter of lengthiuess, though it did not contain 600 words exclusive of the

subscribing paragraphs ; forgetting the myriad phrases ever in use bj

the Papineaus, Morius, &c. for giving expression to even the pettiest

of the political grievances afflicting their patriotic hearts.

—

B.
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" On yon, t!ie people of British Amcricfi, on your conduct, and the

extent of your oo-oporntion with nic, will inninly depend whothor

that event Hhiill bo delayed or innnedlate. I therefore invite from

you the nio!»t free, unreserved ooinnmnioationa. I beg you to con-

sider mo as a friend, and an arbitrator ready at all times to listen to

your wishes, complaints, and grievances ; for I am ftilly deter-

mined to act with the strictest impartiality."

Now this language smelt too much of the dcspotioal, it betrayed

too plainly the proud consciousness of power possessed, to please

every one. A right estimation of the man who used it had already

been taken, founded on the almost oriental pomp he chose to in-

dulge in. Wishing to persuade the people that upon him alone their

destiny depended, his first public act was to dismi ^ Colborno's

speoial councillors, although they had issued too many ordinances

more or less conformable to the (arbitrary) spirit of the time ; ho

also informed the executive councillors (the originators of all the

late troubles), that for the present he had no need of their ser-

vices either ; and he named pro forma an executive council along

with a new special council, composed of his secretary, Mr. Buller,

admiral Paget (then just arrived). Generals Clitherow and Mao-

donnell, colonel Charles Grey, and several other persons of his

suite. He added to them five judges, along with Mr. Daly, pro-

vincial secretary, and Mr. Routh, commissary-general, because he

had need of somo one having a knowledge of the country.

He afterwards organized divers commissions, to make inquiry

as to the administration of unsettled lands, also respecting immi-

gration, municipal institutions, and education. The seigniory of

Montreal, belonging to the Montreal seminarists, and the board of

mortgages, also engaged his lordship's attention. The British party

had, for a long time back, desired to confiscate the estates of the

Sulpicians, as those of the ReooUots and Jesuits had been already

;

but Durham, who knew how serviceable it would be to his pro-

jects not to excite the apprehensions of the clergy, seized the oc-

casion, now presented, to assure them of his favourable regard

;

and to prove it, accorded an incontrovertible title of possession to

the incorporated ecclesiastics of Montreal seminary.

A rock ahead in his lordship's course was the disposal of the

charges brought against sundry individuals for sedition and rebel-

I '\
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lion. TvinlH n^r pi»IIMcnl ofTcnooB nrc rntcly vlowcd wiMmtiy (\ivciMr

[ly \ho |>nhUc ; mA |>row>i'n1lnn ^ovovnMU'nH wldniM witMn nut of

hoiv jmlioinlrtontoRtP with itulividnnln witliont. lnH^n^n pint ofilirlr

pi^l^nlmHy, if o\i»n withimt. mmm dimlotiHon of tl)«'lv powiiv. In

ll\r pv(>!»ont o[\m\ Ijoiil Dnvhuni wi>ll knew tliiit \]w inctitiilnntinl

|M>vs(>r»f> \v«>nl<l t»(>t. ho hi-on^ht in ^nilfy nl' trciiHon, unlcMK l»y jury-

nion polootnl Woxw \\w vnnltH i^f ilioir oiu>«iitf«. I In tln'icrnrn pto-

fVrrod to prnrood by ft mntluxl of |»in own, wliich wotilil iivoitl tho

i-i«k nnd ooi^t of formnl Inw ptnoow^ nn<l shonM linvn iin nir of

nirttinnnirnity nbont It nt tho winu' tin>n. Tnkitifj; inlvnntnjfo of nn

nn!ipioioi\s portsoiv—tbn ilny ilxnd lor the norotintion of QniMnj

A'iotovirt (.Inno 28, 1HHH), ho HUiMcnly pitMOnitnod n ni«n(>rnl

nnuiosiy of nil political olVonoos fonunitti'il dnrinfr tho toonnt

tnn»Mo!» : mnkinjj; oxooption, howcvov, ol' the 0!»sofl of fourscore

{n(li\idunls; hut cv«n In thoir Vojrnnl, i\n Intitnntiou wn« nunlo in

tho pniohonnttou, that, n1\or undoj^a^oinfi; nn oxIU* f\>r tinrtpooillod

poviodfl, tho.y nvlght hopo to ho vostoroil to thoir omiutry lonl hot>u»H

j\8 poou np public Prtf»'ty wouhl p«>r»nit. There wow. l\«rtl»or ox

wptod \wm finnl pmdou. tho nmnh'vors of iv l^itisii H\il)nhorn

oflloov, who wi\P intoin'optod nud sli\iu whih' oarryinp; tlospatchos to

bis PtipoviotB, nt tho outhwak of tho h>te rox-oltfl. Of tho HO per-

sons dosiguntot! Ibr bnuiwhuuntt, sotuo wo»-o in prison, nt\(l tbo rest

\\(n\ flod nbn^nd. Tho Ibnnor wore to bo setvt to Honntxln, nnd

n^tninod m ci>uvicta nsunlly ni-c. Tho f3;»n\^rnnuMU, hn\ ing btit n

H|voulnt\vo powovowv the Intter olnss of nocusod parties, o»»uhl only

lx>rbid thoir ivturu to tho colony—unless by sp(>ciai perniissiou

—

wndev sovow ^vnaltios. This soouumI to bo si\j>:«> and h\in\ane ns

>wll ns an easy way of fiunnountinf> n givnt dilRcultyj b\it unhnp-

)r>ily, by onkinin^' tbo tA-nnsportntiou of nccusod i^rsons to penal

c<->)onios without tho nccustomod forms of jurisprudonoo, ho be-

oanio a violator of bis country's la<«-s, and, ns he had many onc-

wios in the Uritisb lo!>isiatuix\ the occasion was ei\ovrly soiled by

tbo latter to denox\noc him personally, and dama^ tho credit

of tbo cabinet under wbost> instructions bo acted.

Hy tbo Canadians, however, [the parties most concerned.] the

moa.suiv was fhwurably looked on ; and tbo onrrs n}}:i»utfl in the

wlonv wt»re vtaivt\»l to txwter their covUcntn\ent on tbo occasion.

In tb« jonrnftl intitul«Hl Thf C<r»(t<HiW, an article now npi>enred
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(Jiitin fl), wrltldfi hy Mr. DtirMsliirR, an nrnplnyt' of thn Riirrn,

In whinli ihc prnjoof (if ii iitiion of tho two provinmiM. liiioly (i»lvn-

oiittvl liy flin IIHUhIi jmirniilH nl' MonircMil, wmh nr^riifiKifitdfivoly

pntnlmicil, 'I'linfo wiiP inu«li nrt in thirt; for pnopln wor«? thonne

Iwl <o inCnv HijUp hoMi inuRtor imd nmn hnld tlin ntvnn fl(}nt.iinontfl

on MiIh vexed Hnlijt'(^t. TliUH Wiiw hin lordsliip'M popttlnrity nninni t/i

bn iniTPUHcil. nnd flit> coining indctimity luonmird liiivo flio \wiU<it

cliunco ol'Hndinp; nco'<pf unoti wH.li tlio Krono.li ('iinndiMMH, Not, only

Ho, biii pvnry oncnHion wns tiikon by the narl'fl d(»ufd(vd(inlirig

(»ir>)7f(^'«) nf^«Mitn, tiMlcnoniKU! tlio cryinir iihiianfl Indiilirod in Jiy

procodiiifj; rliid' iidtninifltraiorrt, iiiid to Honnil tlio pr!iis(!H of the

pcoplo'n rcpnwntntivt^M, for Riihmittin^ ho lonu; mid ho pnfic-ntly to

sttHi (>norniiti(<H I Onn (Mnissury ( Mr. Wiikclli^ld) wmh flCMit pfwrotly

liy thti onrl, to Hcck out. M. Papimum. Hnv(>ral tiinns provioiinly

did he ini'ct M. liiifontaino sit- Montreal, whom honontrht, to per*

»inndo of tho^ood intctitn tifhinlonlMhip
;
intimating that ho (VVuko-

lield) wiiH nbimt to havo nn interview with M. I*apinenn, in the

United Htatt^n, not nn nn envoy of the adniini,siratioii, hut an the

friend of Sir W»n. MoleHWorlli and Mr. Leader, in name of both of

whom he beiriifed M. liafontaine to frivehim a letter of introduction

to the " (janndian (yliii-f,'' an lie expected nnudi f:,-ood wotild resnit

tlierefVom. lie naid alpo to M, ('artier, in pasping t<» Miirlinpton

that the earl, and Messrs. Hnller and Turton, were irjont friends

of bis ((^irlier'B) conjpntrlots, AHer Wakeiieid's return, he np-

sisted at different interviews with Mr. Hnller and JM. Lafontaine

in which nuiohwaH said rep;ardinf» theeonHtitntionand theordinance

re^nrdin^ the excepted exiles. At n later period, and after the

ordinance bad been disavowed by the home government othei*

partisans «>f the discredited earl tried, hot without suceess, to en-

gnfre several (leadinfi) Canadians to get up public meetings for

ilell'ndlnfji; bis lordship's policy.*

All these manetuvres were had recourse too, ns much as poB-

ftible, out of the knowledge of the Hritish party ; for whom a quite

diifei'ent tone of language was adopted,

It would be bard to lind, in the history of any country, more

ii

• TiPtter of M. Ijftfonlftine to ttie editor of PJurore, Montreal, Jan. 17,

1839.
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Blianioful acts thnn thowc ctimmittod, at this time, by nritish po-

litical ngentfl, Unfortunately, being skiKtil intiij^uern, wnne of

those pevHon-* contrived to reach the innermost heart of Hoveral of

our political leaders ; and their huccosh in soundinj^ the lower

Canadian mind enconra^'d Lord Durlnun to strive toconstunniato

his great intent; which was, to kill French nationality among us.

Thus, after having passed nutny hours, nay entire duys, on

divers occiwions, in the society of some of our chief men,—giving
themselves out, the while, for our assured friends,—they published

0|>enly their opinion, in the liondon newspap«Ms,* that the British

public had been deceived and blinded, for the Canadians merited

no sympathy whatever; adding, that they (the writers) took this

public mode of making the British people aware of the impositions

lately put u|H>n by them by the apologists of an unworthy race,

In particular, M. Lafontaine, and others of cur eminent com-

patriots, wen^ represented as being men of limited capucity, un-

lettered, delicient in capacity, and slaves of the narrowest preju-

dices.

Conouri-ently, intimato relations were establishing between

Lord Durham and the British citiaens of Motitreal,—a body of

colonists who led all the rest of their compatriots among us at

that time. At first, indeed, the British party had its little dis-

trusts of his lordship ; but their leaders had now got hold of the

oarVs master -idea, and thus sustained him with all their nught,

The earl, in the course of a vice-regal progress through the pro-

vince, in passing to Montreal was there received " with all the

lionoura " as a thing of course ; he seizing theocoanion to indoctri-

nate the leaders of the party with the particulars of his plan for

an incorporating Union of the Canadas.

, The earl was right so tar, in thus hastily cropping laurels which

were soon destined to wither. An invincible dislike to the earl

personally, yet more than disapproval of the mission he was sent on,

pervaded the lords and con\m(U»s' houses aiYer his departure from the

British shores. The .secrecy with which the govornntent chose to

envelop its intents with regard to Canadian polity, seemed to provoke

• Letter signed, " Edward Gibbon Wakefield," iu The Spectator, Lou-

don weekly paper, Nov. 22, 1838.

nn lu ,.u.



tmiON OF* TttK TWO CANADAR. 403

tho iro flvon rnoro tlmn it piqued the ourionity of tlio mystified

le^ifllnturo. Tlio iiicrnbnrH (»f tlio oabiiiot, though of oourso per-

fectly aware of all tliat wan intended t« be done in the cane, wlien

inqniriii}:^ memberfl tried to pump tliem m to liow tlic enrl would

act in any given ease, ever Biuiulated an inipotcncy of answering

tho natural quention, " What will he do with it?" His lordship's

compeers of the upper house, in particular, were much chafed at

cabinet evasions ; and when the news arrived of the earl's arbitrary

disposal of the cases of the chief Canadian revoUors and their ao-

oomplioes, as also of his Ijordship's administrative metamorphoscB,

tho " outs " were in high dudgeon, not to say fiercely wroth, at

his off-hand way of dealing with nuui and things. Thus Lord

Lytidhurst declared in his place, that no such act of despotism as

that perpetrated by the Durham indemnity ordinance had over

beeti hajsarded \n any country at all regardful of legal forms.

The ministers, wisiiing to defend their envoy, were scarcely loss

warm in repelling those attacks, denouncing them as uncalled for

in tho highest degree; and said that it waH most unpatriolio thus

to proclaim a British administrator as a contonuier of law and a

despotic prefect of the very worst kind,—all this, too, from a spirit

of partisanship too, or, worse still, personal dislike. Lords Broug-

ham and Ellenborough, however, undaunted by such rebukes,

followed up the strictures of Lyndhurst by declaring, that the

council constituted by Karl Durham was anything but tho " spe-

cial oounoil "which tho British legislature had authorized him to em-

body. One of his most iu3oredited legal advisers, Mr. Turton, it

appeared, had sulf' • ihI such pecuniary penalties as English law

inttict* on adultoroi - for tho benefit of the finances of tho injured.

Mr. Wakefield,* likewise, had been tho hero of a scandalous pro-

flooution ; and though Lord Glenelg implored Ijord Durham not

to employ liim, yet was he now deep in his principal's confidence;

as wo have indeed just soon. Tho personal dincrodit attaching

• Tho pror^H dishonorant which the author alludes to was a prosecution

of E. G. W, ami his brother for tho abduction of ii Mi'"' Turnor,whom tiiey

Inveigled from a boarding-school, and ono of tho tu n married olandos-

tlncly ;
which marriage was never consummated, but had to bo annulled,

notwithstanding, by a special act of parliament. Tho Wakefields were

each sentenced to two years' imprisonment for the oiTeuco.

—
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t^^^niTX'trv «s rt Mvin. HHll. \x\\ni his limMlnlil|', l»i»tj tlnni' in H\i» wny

<>f «|V'firtl w\\tu'il mnVlMii y\\\ix\\i l«> ni^omloi^ ; pii \,\\\\\ \h^)\\a}\M\\

wir>rt!«niv loil to f^ovy «JrbrttO!«. ihivinp; Vrlnoh Oio Dnko of Wollinpion

th(» nii)>if»tvv O'MiM MO \\\\)ay'Y PtrtM*! «tt Urt.y. TKr |>»ieh»lpi' ^liotd

Mon>o\\»M^»0 1\rt«t Y»'H\m'»» tn <m«. thrtt hiw «»mvov hmi Bctoti ^rth-

tVttVy t<> h\W, 1\Vn\ \\\M \\[f* W\\\m \\\\\M MtHM^fl lie iUshIIowimI H»i olv

!««^vw«<, ^o\vr\-fv. thntho oomU< not hrlp Ibi'Un^r n\\t('li <lipi|«l»»tiMl rtt,

t1>o<nil HHvtf* liVtAy to irinlt A-oin w i-OMltwion thut tho limonuHoMfc

^!^i^ p>t ^t'5<'H' into rt t'nUo ^^o<Iition; 1\>v m\A\ n poll'ntnltiftrution

«^vi\<ontlv trniU^il to pnootutv^v ^vlvUion, thvoMjih tlu» Impunity

«ow liWly tt^ W oxtiMn^pil to thoso who 1\:\il «»nfXrtuiMl in ik^

1 ntvllisixnM'rt of tW ofl?oi;>1 i\i!»nvowT^l of t1\»> Onthum noUty n^

vi\v<\ in rnn:M?rt in^t i\i « timn \vlu'tt its nnthoi- [o\- ox»mmUov) wrtu

hoV<iinsi rt kin^i of ponrf. tl\o fhiof |><>m>n!v;ivs in which, rtlW him-

•plf. woiv *i\o tr<ntM-noi-? of ^nti <i(''pntio« t^iMu ovi^vy pH>vinop of

Pntish Vn^oviort. —rtU nsxomhlod rtt Q\io1>(H\ hy oviipi- or on invi-

tation, to (i!»Hi>ovrttT» with thi> Prtvl on volonijtl pon(Vvnn\?»nt^^ of

ot^t^p ih^!»i»vi^>tion. Rvil tipw»|, iromnMinipntoii nt, sui h a tittle,

W!\!< p!\loulrttx^\! txi vYi^nt^ i^'im to thp qniok* nml it \\u\ ,00. i'\nth-

trith ho liptiM-nunptl tt^ nMiouncp the t^tvthov |>ii\sppntioti of hi«

wiwion. ><o;>ntimp, hoxvionM\ ho iv>o«n<o P\«<i«ii>»Oy pluin spoken

!ip tx> whrtt ho hnd inton(io<i to (io in n^fini-il of tho t'unmiinns;

!«^vinl)•. infer alia, to tho npso^uhK^i mintinistr.Uors iVont {]\v nnd

nortv. that " ho Wrts \\\^\\ hoon^ on tho point of piiM\n»ljj,'?»tin^ lows^

vrhioh wonh^ ho o<^vtti;\lly pl^^t^vti^-^» of rtil thof»o vital ititovt^tfl of

1irit;iin. whioi\, wp to that timo. h.ni borM< w> i«ti«»vj>'oly no^lootoil.*'

At Qnohiv, at Tot»ttto. tho Uritish v^i(lont<» n\et, nnii votod mU
<^n>!«!s<^» oxpivusiw of ti\oiv n^mx^t tUv tho pivnmtttiv liisonaj^lotm of

Onnatii.in afVrtivs it> tho in»p<»vial piwUrtnvont. and of poiimw ior tho

dopnvtnw oi" \io\\\ l>\ivhrtnv ; witl nn adiioil oxprosaiot^ of thoir ivdmi-

Mtion of i^is trtlont*, and an o\pt"0!»^oi^ <"olianoo on tho oxpodioni'iy ot

tho Wt^a!tni>o^ xvhioh ho had dovi!«0\l (W tho honofit of tho oolouy^

tTis addvopsovs at Montival, fi>Mng a stop i\\vthov, advlnod a Union

rtf tho Canada*, Ono of tho \\\\M violont onondoB of tho (^>nadian,>»,

named Thv'vnt, and whvmi Loixl l)nvhan\ had at flrpt appoinlod t^
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kWti fihnvftPrt In H»« piMrl»»ot«, hut wliOtn ptihlli' nuiulnit ulili^oil hin

(mffoii hi h'ivn««n>f hi tlin Nnitli Wost wililiMMCBS, mlvtH'iifi'tl h cum

U»i1imhHm»i (if nil Hm mtlntiinrt, " liocfuiflp Humt wi>io hm uniny n'piib-

llii«H«» iti llp|it'r ('iitifltlii." Hnfc tbJH Hit«im'Rti(iii of liis wha rnfni

ilintod Tlti' K)iPtM«1i he umtln imnlr^iifil flip rcms nf flio wrifcrs

ftiv f*Ar r'n».ff/».»>t. 'IMiIfl jtMiiKnl, wliii'ji mipjiiirttMl flic niJiiiiiiiH'

hill inn, pHtn>Nni»il (•(ii-pripi> tti HihI lilt nplmlili'i- of ilin mivoj-imioiit

tli'i'liici'. Htiil ll\i' p)Mijt<i'ls mC Mini huilitim IimhIciI Io make ii truly

lltlllsli pittvino«» nf liowpf (liuuuln.

Hv *lii« iinus fliH Hilllflli (tnuiutinn pufly iti titiU'loii liinl met.

rtuti rm-wnviliMl lit »ilui«li'«N«iltlri»Hst'q»ppii»l»!iln,i'y mI" Imiil Miii-hnurfi

pnlitv ; tlio coliiuinl nflMiu'lnUim, on It^ p;nl, t"!pii'Mi>i| (m (Iio iMikn

of Wt>llit»ir»i»u iihtl Hit- llttl»t>rt IVt'l, IIm' f»lrnii|i>- w^wi. ni' tlip tiM>iii

liplfi lit the ph»t'n(MliH<>:« t(4!;iiiuf»t HiH null iu piU-liniiii'ltl. ; wliiln Uio

UiUiflli rnnnilinii uh'Ii'IiimiIp kC llto iiH'Irnpulh i-t'iirwivl J|i»>ir de-

Mtnud nr ft llhliui. OoiHMiii-i'uUy. tlm Hillifilt i** (^IiioImm' ntid

Monttf'nl Imiut, In pffltiy, liiutls nrnutrtimn, ( '

ik^I^;, mihI MpI-

hounm; xtliilti till' Kii'Ui'li (Idiinilitiiirt nl" (Jjuolmn iiint ninl pnrtoeil

H>floluiitni« tt'piiilinilhn flii'SP nutini»tiq, nml tlunikitiy; tjntil lli-nuf/

liniu nud Me. Jji'udi'f Or fhn pmt tlicy Inid lukeii in pHilininnnt

m dt'l'nndoifl of (!nnndi!in li^liln. Wvpiywiinin, linwevRi'. in !i«ni-

d>in. QupIumi, nnd Montimil. H wtw plnin, IVnni ilio niMvn-dnnoR "f

ponlinionl uninn^j; llin Uiitiph pmly, Intwpvyr wiiln npmt, flinl. tlip

Ihiihrtm pnllty wnnid bn piii-fiod mil, il' piwflildo ; In nMier words,

fhnf lumorOrtUiidiiin Intinvrth vimv ultunt Ut lin HiuniHood, llelitro

Iprtvin^ Uppnr (liumdii for l^ui'lion, l.ind Dnrlnvin nnnnunced

Kin vptiiTinpnt to the pcopin, in n limfj prnolnniiitiMn, 'j'lioroin,

whilp o»nisnrinf> tin* inystory wliioli hinl tliitliprto vnllntl tlio most

Important nrtniri" ol'thn noloninn, lio nnininittnd tlu»P(Unn f'unit liiui-

w\\\ by I'tuorully oouefldHnp: tln> niUuin of the iin'tmnrofl wliioh he

lueunt, to itHMnnniend t4i the home governinenti. Nnvei fhelrwi, heex-

ed himself c.n the prenent oeeuFiion, with Ippb reserve, om

points, thnn Wiis tnthitttnl to him : intinuttin^, timt he wished

mpress on liower t^^nninln nn entirely British stiunp; to neeord

t*i its peopli» H tree eonstitution, with reflpnnslhle Knverni;ienfci t4i

dri>wn all the fplRernhle jenlousies of petty proviuelnlism niid

odlouB Hlieniitions of rnoo, in r unlversid sentiment of enlnrged

i*(ithor than roBtrietod UtttiouRUty. This ttiinounoomcnt had no
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comfort in it for the French-Canadians ; for vihom the fine word*

about " liberty " and " a more noble and vast nationality," fore-

shadowed the coniinp annihilation of their lannungo, of their laws,

of the privileges or ininninitics accorded to their race : and they

could not but reinen»ber that the recent outbreak was entirely

due to the fact of those possessions, so dear to them, having been

superseded or vitiated by the home government, or at least by it«

agents resident antong them.

Lord Durham complained, in the next place, that his conduct

had been constantly carpeti at in parliament ; in such a way, too, as

manifested the complete ignorance, among his critics, of the real

state of the country he was charged to pacify. And i;o repeated, in

his reply, to the address of tl>e British residents of (Quebec in his

fiivour, what he had already intimated, in other words, by his

concluding proclamation.

" I return for these reasons, and these alone. The proceedings

in the House of Lords, acquiesced in by the ministry, hare de-

prived the government in this province of all moral power and

consideration. They have reduced it to a stiite of executive nul-

lity, and rendered it dependent on one branch of the Imperial le-

gislature for the immediate sanction of each separate measure. In

truth and in effect, the gt>vernment here is now administered by

two or three Peers from their seats in parliament

•* In this novel and anomalous state of things, it would neither

be for your advantage nor mine, that I should remain here. My
post is, where your interests are really decided upon. In pailio-

ment, I can defend your rights, declare your wants and wishes,

and expose the impolicy and cruelty of proceedings, which, whilst

they are too liable to the imputation of having originated in per-

sonal animosity and party feeling, are also fraught with imminent

danger to the welfare of these important colonies, to the permanence

of their connexion with the British empire." 'liij i ^^j^^^
The carl embarked for Europe, along with his family, on ^h^^|^|B

day of November ; leaving the direction of the affairs of the colohy'"^^

in the hands of Sir John Colborne. Just before leaving, an address^

was presented to him, in name of the British typiipraphers of Que*

bee ; in replying to which his Lordship said, among other things t*

" I lament that your patriotism has not served as an example to the
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(Pronoh-)Canadian printers. ... Engagod in the culpable tank of fo-

menting old ubuaen and ancient prejiidicos and of inflaming national

ennuties, they Hceni to overlook the illH and even ruin to which they

inevitably expoHe a peojjle naturally credulous, and ever disposed

to lend an ear to their perfidious counsels. Should thoy succeed

in bringing about so d(>[)lorable a result, upon thoin will rest its

terrible responsibility, and thoy will merit condign punishment

therefor." The better to evince such sentiments as he cherished

[against Canadian nationality and interests], he had, before laying

down the reins of power, appointed James Stuart chief-justice of

the province.

Whilst, by the above language and acts accordant, Lord Durham

was provoking our malcontentmentup to the latest moment, the re-

fugees from Canada in the U. States, and the armed Americans who

sympathised with them, turned the public discontents to account by

organizing an invasion, in connexion with a simultaneous rising of

the people of both Canadas. Parliamentary meetings of disaffect-

ed and " sympathisers " were holdon at Washington, Philadelphia,

&o., wherein appeared prominently, Dr. Robert Nelson, brother of

the insurgent chief of the fight at St. Denis, who solicited Ameri-

can as^istiuicu in the rcballion about to be renewed. Nelson, at

the same time, published a " Canadian declaration of indepen-

dence." Forthwith his partisans assembled, in arms, at New York,

Albany, also at some other towns, &o. on the frontiers ; and suc-

ceeded, by a tissue of lies, in attracting to their banner some Ca-

nadians from Montreal district. Shortly before Lord Durham's

departure, the government was informed that, in Montreal city

alone, more than 3,000 men had taken a secret oath to take up

arms at call :* this was a gross exaggeration, but not quite

unfounded ou fact ; for, early in November, several risings actu-

ally took place in several parts of Lower Canada, viz., about the

river Richelieu, at Beauharnois, Terrebonne, Chateauguay, Rou-

ville, Varennes, Contrecoeur, and in some other parishes ; while a

oorps of Americans and refugees, led by Dr. Nelson, enter3d Can-

ada and took possession of Napierville. Sir John Colborne, who

j^'f

.iU

* Letter from Sir John Colborne to the Marquis of Normanby, May 6,

1839. --.. . - - "-
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expected such an inroad to take place, immediately assembled the

council, proclaimed martial law, arrested all suspeoU^d persons with-

in his reach (after arming a body of volunteers who came for-

ward); and, with a force from 7,000 to 8,000 stronjj, composed of

r^ulars, militia, and savages, gathered together from every side,

threw himself upon the in\.'adod region ; but which was well-nigh

evacuated by its disturbers before his arrival.

' It now appeared that most of the men who were to take part in

the rising, having neither fire-arms nor ammunition, had equipped

themselves with ]. 'kes, bludgeons, &c. Many of them, with knap-

sacks only, repairea to assigned places of rendezvous, where, it

was promised, they would obtain arms and other requisites ; but

on their arrival at such places, finding no provision of the kind

made for them, they retired, some to their Canadian homes, others

to the conterminous American states. And thus it was, that

when Sir John Colborne came upon the scene, all bore the sem-

blance at least of perfect tranquillity.

. But although there was not even a show of resistance to him

anywhere in the devoted districts, he caused the torch of the in-

cendiary to make a circuit throughout the country, confounding

\he lands and property of the guilty and innocent in one common

ruin.

. In the upper province, some American " sympathisers," along

with returned refugees in arms, disembarked at Prescott and pos-

sessed themselves of a mill ; but whence they were expelled by a

large military force, soon afterwards. Other parties, of like char-

acter, disquieted the frontiers, all winter through; attacking

Windsor, and some other points along the colonial line; but

the assailants gained no important foothold anywhere. The

American authorities in the districts nearest to the seats

of these inroads, did all they could to prevent them. The

federal government had already established an armed force, on its

northern and north-western frontier, to repress violations of its

limits, commanded by Generals Scott and Worth. Their inter-

position, however, was not much wanted in the case ; for our re-

volters and their American allies, though the little encouragement

they received for the resident population, from their stinted supplies,

and want of accord among themselves, were able to efiect little, and
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gradually melted away as an offcotivo armed body, whether for

offensive or defensive purposes.

NevertheloHs, the reigning " oligarchy," the members of which

had become furious, the year before, at not having had an oppor-

tunity to shed rebel gore on the scaffold, were bent on having

their thirst for blood slaked now. Nothing loss would serve.

They wished, also, to make a strong impression, in Britain, re-

garding the profundity of Anglo-Canadian loyalty. The party

had meantime reinforced itself, by taking chief direction of the

police in the different cities and towns.

The oligarchy laid an embargo on the sale of arms at the stores

of those who dealt in these articles. The sanjo clique caused two

of the French-Canadian judges—one at Quebec, the other at Mont-

real—to be suspended from their functions, because they would

not consent to violate the law of Habeas Corpus ; and because

they ruled, that the order in special council putting in abeyance

that law was an illegal measure. Finally, the oligarchy erased the

names of a great number of Canadians in the commission of the

peace, from the magisterial rolls. " For a state of peace to be

maintained," thus argued the writers for the Herald newspaper,

" we must make a solitude : the French-Canadians must be swept

from the face of the earth On Sunday night, the whole coun-

try behind Laprairie presented a frightful spectacle, being one

sheet of livid flames; and it is said, that not one rebel's house has

been left standing. God knows what is to become of the Cana-

dians who have not perished, their wives or their families, during

the coming winter, seeing that they have nought in prospect but

the horrors of hunger and oold. It is sad," added the journalist,

" to reflect on the terrible consequences of rebellion I to think of

the utter ruin of so many human beings, let them be innocent or

guilty. Nevertheless, a necessity exists that the law's supremacy

be maintained, that the integrity of the empire be respected, and

that peace and prosperity be assured to the British race, even at

the cost of the entire French-Canadian people." *'

Sir John Colborne, his brief campaign ended, hastened to or-

ganize courts martial, and caused to be led before his military sub-

alterns for summary judgment, numbers of the prisoners with whom
the jails were crowded. Many of the most notable French-Canadi-

llil,!
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ans of Montroul and tho country ytarin, had boon iinpriHonod, soino on

a direct char<^e, others on suspicion, of bcinj; traitors, with or with-

out proper reason. At Quebec, at Throe-llivers, tho urre8t,H con-

tinued, though all was tranquil there. While this was goirifi; on,

tho military tribunals were executing their assigned I'unctions

briskly : in short space, they condemned to death 89 of the ac-

cused, and consigned to banishment as felons 47 more, whose des-

tinations of transport were the isles of Oceania ; and ordered the

confiscation of their goods for her Majesty's use. All this, to the

great dcclectation of the writers in the Herald:—" We have just

seen," thus they announced in their journal of Nov. 19, " the new

gallows,made by Mr. Bronsdon ; and we believe that it is to be set

up facing the prison, so that the (incarcerated) rebels may enjoy a

sight that, doubtless, will not fail to assure to them sound sleep

and agreeable dreams I Six or seven of them can be strung up at

once, without difficulty, on the new gibbet ; but a yet greater

number, at a pinch, would it accommodate."

Thirteen of the number of those condemned capitally, suffered

on tho scaffolds erected for them, amid the exultations [aux applau-

dissements) of their enemies, who eagerly repaired to a spectacle

which, in the eye of hate, had the aspect of a triumph. The un-

fortunates, on their part, endured their fate with firmness. We
cannot neruse, without emotion, those letters penned, in prospect of

death, by one of them (chevalier de Lorimier) to his wife, to his

relatives, and to his friends, in which he attested the sincerity of his

political faith. His supreme hour come, he signed, before mount-

ing the scaffold, a declaration of his principles, which at once mani-

fested the strength of his convictions and the danger attending

the propagation of opinions that, put into (premature) action, lead

to results so disastrous.

' When the gibbet had done its work in Lower Canada, as well as

in the upper province, and the vengeance of the conquerors was so

far appeased, public curiosity was directed to head-quarters, in

Britain itself, to note how passing events here would be regarded

at home, what reception awaited Lord Durham, and what accep-

tance would be given to his suggestions for the pacification of

the colony. By this time, Sir John Colborne, having been ap-

pointed governor-general of both Canadas, convoked his special
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council, in February 1839 ; which body sat two months, and issued

many governing ordinances.

Noverthcioss, the (Tory) Duke of Wellington had already ex-

pressed his opinion of the latest insurrectionary risings among us,

and censured, indirectly, the harshness with which they had been

suppressed. " The Canadian insurrection," he remarked, " has

been a petty affair in itself, and confined to a mere corner of tho

country ; but it has indeed been accompanied by (serious) inroads

and aggressions, along all the frontier line, against her Majesty's

colonial subjects, by the people of tho United States." Mr.

Roebuck, also, had published in the London newspapers several

letters censuring the conduct of Lord Durham in our regard
;

but the earl, being the accredited head of the radical party in

parliament, had no lack of defenders among the British journa-

lists. Personally, ho had been long begirt with a band of sala-

ried partisans, and expectant toadies {cr6rttnres), who ever loudly

trumpeted his alleged patriotism and the surpassingness of his

imputed talents. Those now earnestly set themselves to exalt the

energy he had displayed in his late issueless mission, and cried up

the merits of tho Report on Canadian Affairs which ho had just

presented to the ministry. '

This document, excessively verbose as it is, but drawn up with

much care and art, is yet a mere piece of special pleading in favour

of anglification ; although its tenor, in the main, goes to approbate

the chief principles defended by the majority in assembly.—Lord

Durham owned, that the sojourn he made among the Canadians

had quite rectified his preconceptions regarding the causes of the

then existing evils which obtained among them. He expected to

find a government at issue with a people ; whereas he found two

nationalities at war against each other in the bosom of one state

:

that was not a contest of principles, but a war of races : one race

being enlightened,active, enterprising; the other ignorant, inert, and

blindly submissive to chiefs themselves enslaved by the narrowest

prejudices ; among the latter, some partly tories in disguise, who

sought to hide their hostility to British immigration under the sem-

blance of a war of principles against the government ; others, again,

being true democrats, men really independent. ** Such is the de-

plorable state of things," added his lordship, " produced by that

^ i
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ooDfliot of raoofl which hoB long estranged tho populations of

Lower Canada, and which at length hu8 asMUiuud tho formidable

character I have just depicted."

After enlarging upon Canadian divisions, their causes and

cflfects, tho carl proceeded to treat of tho means whereby they

^ might bo reconciled
; as thus,—" There are two modes of treating

a conquered country. Tho first is, to rcHpect tho rights and tho na-

tionality of the holders of the soil ; to maintain tho existing laws

and established institutions
; to give no special encouragement to

immigrants from tho conquering country ; and, without under-

taking to change tho elements of society, merely to consolidate the

province under tho authority of a central government. The se-

cond is, to treat tho vanquished country as if it were permissible

for its conquerors to look upon tho inhabitants as subordinated

subjects merely, and to strive at assimilating, as rapidly as possi-

ble, their character and institutions to those of tho metropolitan

state." For an old-established community, tho first-indicated sys-

tem ought to be adopted ; but in one of recent foundation, tho

second were preferable. Unfortunately, the American revolution

had prevented the adoption of the latter in Canada, where the

nationality of the people had l>een preserved (if only) for main-

taining a barrier of alienism against our neighbours of the

States.* Now that matters were changed, and there was no fur-

ther need for us in that respect, it was possible to retrace the steps

taken in the direction thus indicated. Such was the reasoning,

but not so plainly expressed, of the British viceroy in tho report

regarding our affairs made to his sovereign.

As for the true cause of the dissensions between the government

and the house of assembly, the writer fully justified the latter, by

attributing its refusal of a civil list to the resolution it had adopted

of never renouncing the only means it had of subjecting the state

functionaries to public responsibility of some sort. " It is a mere il-

lusion," thus reads the Report, " to imagine that simple restrictions

on the constitution itself, or that an exclusive system of govern-

' ment, will cause an assembly of representatives, strong in the con-

* Despatch from Earl Bathurst to Sir J.-O. Sherbrooke, dated Jalj 1,

1816.
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««oinu8ncflfl that it is backed by a popular majority, to regard cer-

tain purtM uf the rovenuu us being out of itH control ; or to confine

its attributions to the mere function of biw-niuking, the mciubers

looking on tho while, as pnHhivo or indifferent (upectutors, while

their statutcH are executed or eluded, oh the cane inny be : still less

is it likely thut the uHseuibly will sanction the employment of men
to conduct tho affuirH of the country in whom, pi^rsonally, it has

no contidenco whatever. Tho representutivo chamber may pass

or reject laws, accord or refuse subHidics ; but it has no influence

in the nomination of any servant of tho crown. The executive

council, the judicial oflicers, all departmental chiefs, are appointed

without tho least regard to tho preferences of tho people or of their

deputies ; and examples arc not wanting even, where a mere hos-

tile feeling in tho aspirant to tho representative body, has helped

him into a place of honour and confidence, for which he was sig-

nally unfit." Thus it was, that tho governors came into collision

with our aasembly-mon, whom the councillors, on their part, ever

regarded as their sworn enemies. Moreover, the entire separation

of legislative action from executive power, is the natural error of

governments, which aim at freeing themselves from tho control of

representative bodies. " From first to last," reported Lord Dur-

ham, " I have discerned in tlioso dissensions which fill the parlia-

mentary history of Lower Canada, that tho assembly has always

been at war with tho council relative to powers which are essen-

tial to be possessed by the former, through the very nature of re-

presentative institutions." The earl could not have justified, in

stronger terms than tho foregoing, the conduct of the assembly
;

and yet he afterwards adverted to that very conduct as sustaining

him in recommending a union of the two Canadas ; because (for-

sooth) that measure was tho solo means fitted, first, to arrest dis-

affection ; and, in the sequel, to efface French-Canadianism, by

tbe agency of a majority of British loyalists.

The Earl inclined much for a union of all the British provinces

of North America ; but such a union would necessitate a system

of centralisation repugnant to the spirit of the New-World popu-

lations.

Besides, to give satisfa'ition to each colony, it would be need-

ful to continue the provincial assemblies, but with municipal

i^ii
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fill i
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powers only ; or, still better, asserabliea of districts or of the

smaller arrondis^ements. He would recommend, without hesita-

tion, the legislative union of all the provinces, should diflSculties

arise among those of the eastern regions of British America ; or

even time had allowed the people of the latter to come into such

a project before the conjunction of the two Canadaa were effected.

But if agitations arose among them in the sequel, their popula-

tions might be merged in the Canadian masses, among whom they

would become a subordinate minority. Meanwhile, his lordship re-

commended that our two provinces should be joined together,

under one government, giving to Lower and Upper Canada re-

spectively an equal number of representatives in assembly. He
proposed that the crown should give up all its revenues, except

those derived from land-sales, in exchange for a proper civil list

;

that all civil officers should be made responsible to the legislature,

the governor and his secretary always excepted ; that the indepen-

dence of the judges should be recognised ; and, further, that the

heads of ministerial departments should be bound to govern in

accordance with the wishes of majorities in the two chambers.

Such is the plan of provincial sway which Lord Durham fixed

upon, and which he submitted to the home government and legis-

lature, as the best of all those that had suggested themselves or

been proposed to him, for re-establishing order, harmony, and

peace among us. There were persons (of influence at head-quar-

ters) who wished to ostracise, in mass, the French-Canadians

;

and deprive them, as being of alien race, of the representative and

electoral franchise altogether. Others proposed a legislative

union of the two Canadas, or indeed, of all the provinces, with a

conjoint legislature for the whole of British America ; therein

reducing the French-Canadian members to a merely nominal

number. Others, again, suggested a federal union. Lord Dur-

ham, upon his (first) arrival at Quebec, inclined much to the

latter project ; and, in view of eftecting it, he entered into confe-

rences with the deputations from the outer provinces, along with

the public bodies and leading men of the Canadas, whom he called

around him at Quebec, on the feasibility of a measure which

would embrace all the colonies. He wished (at first) to conciliate

the French-Canadians, who (through his means) would have had
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the government of their own province, and retained their separate

Igeislature, the executive leaving the care of British interests in

charge of the general government ; but, after sojourning some

time in the country, and consulting the British party*leaders, his

opinions underwent a change, for he became convinced that under

such an arrangement as that just detailed gradual anglijication

would have been impossible to effect.

The union project, afterwards shaped by the British ministry,

gave, as we observed above, an equal number of representatives to

Lower Canada as to the upper province : nevertheless, by means

of an unequal division of the electoral colleges, the British race

among us were made sure of being able to elect two-thirds of the

whole number of representatives. By way of a temporary sola-

« tium for the French-Canadians, the king's ministers added a clause

to the other stipulations made in their act of constitution, that

the Canadian legislative chambers should not have power to

change the number of representatives without the consent of two-

thirds of their members. But one of the provincial ministers of

Upper Canada, Mr. IHncks, visiting London in 1854, took occa-

sion to get a law passed making members for our upper chamber

elective (merely), in order to get the restrictive clause, noted

above, annulled by the Imperial parliament.*

The recomendations of Lord Durham were adopted by the Brit-

ish ministry. Nevertheless che Colonial Association of London

was not satisfied, even by the sacrifice of the French-Canadians

which the earl's measure was calculated to effect. That body wished

to denude them of every political right by depriving them of their

votes as electors ; the company resisted, also, the system proposed

of ministerid responsibility. Yet his lordship, also the mem-

bers of the British cabinet, repelled such pretflnsious to interference

in the case, and Lord Melbourne presented to the Imperial parlia-

ment, May 4, 1830, a royal message recommending a legislative

union of the Canadas. An unexpected delay arose, however, in

following up the recomendation, through an adverse vote being

• M. Morin, the a a member of the Hinckg administration, assures me
rthat he was not made privy to such a mutation being in*euded by his col-

leagues
; nor did lie at all know about that change, so important in itself

to French-Canadians, till he was informed of it by the newspapers.

I

I
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passed against a ministerial measure regarding the aflFairs of Ja-

maica, which induced Lord Melbourne and most of his colleagues

to send in their resignations. The cabinet by this time having but

a feeble majority in parliament, was liable to constant untoward

accidents of that kind. When the ministry had been re-constituted,

Lord John Russell introduced the union bill to the commons in

June following, when it was read a first and second time after

some discussion ; Sir Robert Peel, leader of the conservative party,

and Mr. Joseph flume, chief of the radical section, alike giving

their general adhesion to the measure. This done, the bill was

ordered to lie over till next session in order to give time for its

further consideration, and to enable its promoters to obviate cer-

tain difficulties in the way of its further progress. Meanwhile the

existence ofthe " special council " was continued ; and Mr, Poulett

Thompson, M.P,—a man reputed to be a radical in politics, or ultra

parliamentary reformer,—was appointed governor-general ofthe two

provinces. This gentleman, ostensibly nominated in view of

bringing about a concurrence of all the Canadians in the views of

the home government regarding our aflFairs, arrived at Quebec in

October 1839, but set out thence almost immediately for Montreal

;

-where he summoned the members of the special council to meet

him in conference on the 11th day of November following. It

resulted from this convocation that the ministerial project was

accepted by all the members present but three.* In order to concili-

ate (rassurer) the catholic clergy, Mr. Thompson issued an ordi-

nance recognizing the Seminary of Montreal for a legal corporation,

and confirming previous titles ofthe seminarists and their successors,

to have and to hold in undisturbed possession the three Seigno-

ries of Montreal Island, of the Lake of Two Mountains, and of

St. Sulpitius. The conference over, and the foregoing concession

being made, the governor-general left for the Upper Province. On
the 3rd day of December ensuing, he opened in person at Toronto

the annual session of thd Legislature of Western Canada. Mr.

• The Special Council was composed of the following persons :

—

Chief-Justice Stuart, and Messrs. Cuthbert, (f) De L6ry, De Rocheblave,

Quesnel, (f) Tach6, Moflfat, M'Gill, Neilson, (f) Gerard, Christie, Walter,

Molson, Howard, Hale (of Sherbrooke), Wainwright, and Hale of Port

neuf. The names crossed as above indicate those of the three disseatisnt

members. •
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Thompson had it in charge more especially, from his employers,

to induce the representatives of Upper Canada to accept the terms

of union laid down in the Report of Earl Durham, which yet

to some extent were in disaccord with the resolutions in council and

assembly here, stipulating, one that the seat of government for

both the Canadas should be located in the Eastern Province ; and

iccommending, others, that the three lower counties of Quebec

should be annexed to New Brunswick ; that the deputies from

Lower should be fewer than those of Upper Canada ; that at the

close of the year 1845 and thenceforward counties parcelled into

seigniories should no longer be represented in the provincial par-

liament ; that the use of the French language should be superseded

in provincial legislation (aholie) ; and that the public debt of Up-
per Canada, which then exceeded one million in amount, should

be saddled on the two provinces conjointly, although ours at that

time owed nothing whatever to any public creditor. The governor-

general was instructed to declare, on the present occasion, that

the British ministry considered the existing times as opportune

for effecting a union on the terms allowed by its own bill ; and he

was ordered to dissolve the Upper-Canadian assembly, if the mem-

bers were not found conformable to ministerial wishes. He was

nlso vested with power, if need were, to appoint a committee of

leading notables of the colony, to settle the conditions upon which

a union of the provinces ought to be effected.*

Lord John Russell in a despatch sent at this time to Mr. Thom-

son, in the course of argumentation therein adverse to the prin-

ciple of a responsible system in the British Colonies, adverted to

several parliamentary claims which had been recorded in the pro-

ceedings of assembly in Lower Canada, arrogating the right to the

enjoyment of responsible government ; his Lordship taking occa-

sion, while making his strictures on such undue assumptions,

to represent not only M. Papineau, but a majority of the late

assembly-men, as so many rebels.

No sooner was the session opened of the Upper-Canadian legis-

lature, than the Union question was taken up for discussion.

•Despatch from Lord John Russell to the Right Hon. Charles P.

Thompson, of date Sep. 7, 1839.

Vol. Ill—cc
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Long were the debates thereupon ; but they terminated in an

acceptance of the project presented for the consideration of the

members, and almost in the literal form of the measure as intro-

duced. We need hardly say, on the other hand, how distasteful

the same project, thus almost unanimously approved of in the

upper, was to a great majority of the people (never consulted in

the case) in the lower province. Protests against it were drawn

up in the districts of Quebec and Trois-Rividres, all the clergy

joining therein. As for the special council, all its members being

crown nominees, it proved itself to be a creature of the govern-

ment (almost) entirely ; for, even out of the six French-Cana-

dians who formed part of that body, only two voted against the

ministerial measure.* Forty thousand signatures of the inhabi-

tants of the above two districts of the lower province were append

ed to petitions to the British legislature against the Union bill.

The governor-general (by way of neutralising the eflFect of this

cry of the country against impending wrong) assured Lord John

Russell that the number of protestors was not so great as had

been expected ; that the resolutions passed at a public meeting,

.holden concurrently, of the people in Quebec city (of British

birth or descent) really expressed the genuine sentiments of a

great majority of the Lower-Canadians,—at least ail those of

them who were loyal subjects of the metrop'^litan government

:

finally, that the clergy, in their opposition, had taken a wrong

view of the subject entirely, for its members (he allied) in their

hearts desired to maintain the special council in the exercise of

* The governor-general baring called Mr. Neilson to a visit private-

ly, as hti wished to consult him on provincial affairs in general, and on

the Union project in particular, that gentleman assured bis Excellency

that the latter measure would be distasteful to most of the inhabitants

of Lower Canada, and be agreeable to but a few others—seeing that it

tended to the oppression of the (French) Canadians. Proceeding to

justify the soundness of the opinion thus expressed, the gofernor cut

him short with the observation, interrogatingly put : "Oh I you are

inimical to the proposed Union ? " *' I am so," was the brief (but decid-

ed) reply. " Then," abruptly responded the jack-in-office (I'ageni pro-

i:onsulai7-e), "we shall never come to an understanding on the subject!'

For this account we are personally indebted to Mr, Neilson himaelfj
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The consent accorded as above to a Union by the assembly of

Upper Canada, and the approbation of it by *he special council

of the lower province, emboldened the British cabinet ministers

to proceed briskly with their incorporating bill. In the commons

house, it was read a third time and passed, almost without any

debating ; Mr. Hume voting for, Mr. O'Connell agains* it, upon

a division. The bill did not pass so easily in the cha -nber of

peers, as it did in the house of commons. The Duke of Wel-

lington, the Earl of (^?sford, and several others voted against the

measure. The Earl of EUenborough, too, was dissentient, " be-

cause the p 'oject was founded on a chimerical distrust of the

French-derived population of the lower province, and a blind con-

fidence in the people of British origin in both provinces ;" he dis-

sented from its provisions, further, " because they were unjust in

themselves, since their object was to further augment the already

existent disparity between the parliamentary representation, rela-

tively, of the British and French colonial races; because, in

eflFect, the operation of the measure would virtually deprive the

latter of their chartered legislative rights : which, were it desir-

able to annul, would be most honestly, if not less inexpediently,

eflFected by open nullification, than by refoundi'ig among them a

representative government which all the world would look upon as

a mockery ofan electoral system in their regr-rd." The Earl took

occasion at the same time to admonish his fellow-peers, that " it

was not in North America, provincials could have palmed upon them

the semblance of a representative government for its reality j or

that one section of them could count even for a minority (in

fiiirly balanced questions) when, in truth, they were virtually dis-

franchised. The proposed uniou of the two Canadian provinces,

(concludingly and cogently observed the earl) was imposed on one

of them out of uisbelief in the loyalty of a majority of its inhabi-

tants ; and accepted by the people of the other, though aware of

its injustice to their neighbours, and knowing that the consent of

the latter bad not been obtained, or even asked ; the Upper-Cana-

dians thereby expecting to obtain fiscal advantages and legislative

supremacy, to the detriment of a majority in the lower province."

' I

Ui

I



•;
.

450 mSTORT OP CANADA.

/'

w

'

Viscount Melbourne descanted on the necessity which existed of

appeasing the discontent that existed in the two Canadas ; observing

that it was to the prevalence of such discontent in the finest pro-

vinces of France, afterwards long possessed by the English, that she

lost them, in the year 1450. " And in the days ofour immediate

progenitors, what was it but unassuaged provincial discontent

(added his lordship) that lost to Britain the immense territories

now known as the United States ? The Duke of Wellington, in

reply to the viscount, recommended that further counsel should be

taken on the subject ; that there was no necessity for coming to

a conclusion till the irritation prevalent in the Canadas had sub-

sided ; nor was final legislation expedient in their regard, till it

were ascertained that there existed less disposition than parlia-

ment was as yet aware of, among the people of the United

States to prompt or foment rebellion in the Canadas. Matured

reflection was wanted, urged his Grace, before a composite legisla-

ture were formed, made up of representatives of three or four

races, and professing a dozen or more forms of religious belief.

The duke disapproved, also,the means which the government had re-

course to for obtaining the consent of the Upper-Canadian deputies

to the bill. For instance, the tory party in the colony was gained

over through the publication of a despatch from Lord John Kus-

sell, regarding the appointments to governmental places; while

the concurrence of the republican section of the inhabitants of

the upper province in the measure was tried to be ensured by the

* The author, in the words imputed to the British premier, makes his

lordship to be but iDdifferently versed in English history, if the latter

really adverted to " le beau territoire " England possessed in France

" et qu'elle tenait des princes Normands." Surely the Plantagenets did

not hold the provinces of Guyenne, Anjou, Aquitaine, Maine, the territory

of Tournai &c. merely in right of descent from 'William, first English

duke of Normandy. We know, indeed, (what his lordship probably ad-

verted to,) that, in 1451, the province of Guy ^ne fell under the domi-

nion of Charles YII, king of France, after being subject to the English

crown during about 300 years ; and that, thenceforth, all ho'd was lost

by England upon continental France, with the exception of the town of

Calais ; and even that was lost to the English, in 1558, being taken

Jan. T of the foregoing year by the duke de Guise, after they had

possessed it more than 200 years.

—

B,
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suppression of another of his lordships' despatches, which would

have been distasteful, if published, to the partisans of responsible

government. Lord Brougham, taking part in the discussion,

expressed his belief, that whenever Canada separated itself from

Britain,—an event sure to arrive, soon or late,—such consumma-

tion, desirable or the contrary, would full surely be not a little

hastened by an enforced conjunction, legislatively, of the people

of the two provinces : who, when the time of separation came,

each from the other respectively, would, through the uneasy expe-

rience of a union of populations, " paired not matched," part ns

enemies rather than friends,—a contingency certain and to be de-

plored, thanks to the ill-judged though well-meant attempts of

ministers to conciliate antipathies in themselves absolutely irre-

concilable.

The earl of Gosford was the next principal speaker in the de-

bate. His opinions had, or at least ought to have had, all the

more weight with the house of peers, as he was for some time

supreme administrator in the Canadas ; thereby gaining a know-

ledge, in the country itself, of the sentiments of the people and

the force of party feeling among them. "I r^ard," said he,

" this union bill as a dangerous experiment in legislation, and as a

measure both arbitrary and unjust in itself. If it be true, as I

think it is, that its promoters press it on because they are con-

vinced that the French population of Canada are in an organized

state of resistance to British domination, there never was a more

mistaken apprehension accepted for verity. For my own part, I

do not believe that in any of our colonial dependencies does her

Majesty rule over a people who, whether by inclination or from

a regard to their own interests have a greater desire than the

Canadians (collectively) to remain on a footing of alliance and

amity with Great Britain. I am not unaware, however, of the

false representations which have been actively spread about this

country, tending to prove the contrary ofwhat I have now said ; but

my averment in the matter is soothful, and can easily be proved

by confirmatory facts, which will speak for themselves. Much

have we heard about what has been denominated 'the recent

revolts.' These are high-sounding words, and well calculated to

serve the uses of those who find their account in giving them
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currency, but, although I am over dispoBcd to reprove every specios

of insurrectionary manifestation, in this case I think we ought to

recognize the propriety of looking closely into the true state of

things, before stigmatising the events which really have taken

j)lace, in such terms of undue severity as have been employed

against the malcontent Canadians so unjustly as injudiciously,

and in such a way as will bo sure to prejudice our case most la-

mentably in the estimation of the world. After all, the parts of

Lower Canada wherein troubles did break out openly, comprised

but a small section of the district of Montreal, or a narrow strip

of territory bordering the river Richelieu. Now, what was the

political state of this region anterior to the troubles therein?

The public mind was inflamed by violent contestations of a par-

tisan character,—not unconstitutional, however, for they were the

natural result of the exorcise of the electoral franchise,— carried on

with unwonted heat. The spirit of party it was chiefly, and

nothing worse, that, having exasperated the natures of those most

under its domination, led to the excesses which the country had

to endure and deplore. To justify this opinion cf mine, I need

only mention, that the sole locality anywhere north of the St.

Xawrence which had in it an insiurrectionary outbreak, was the

county of the Two Mountains : now here, as in the Richelieu

r^ion, were there previously electioneering struggles of an unu-

sually ardent character. Let it be remembered again, that those

located in sundry parts of the province, but more especially at

Montreal and in the environs of that city, are peoplo of the British

and Anglo-A merican races, to whom all the older Canadian and

liberal and independent inhabitants can be nothing less than ad-

versely inclined (hostiles) ; the former, in their conduct, generally

speaking, evincing a spirit of domination over the population of

French origin ; and even aspiring to monopolize the power and

patronage of the state. It is to the overweening pretensions of

this section of the general population, resisted as those naturally

are by the majority of the inhabitants, that we must chiefly at-

tribute the troubles which have lately vexed the land. In proof

of what I now state, I may make mention of one of the first

movements made by the leaders of the Brito-Canadian party, upon

my arrival in the province : In a meeting convoked by them, it was
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proposed to raise a corps of volunteers, tobe cal'.jd the ' British Rifle

Legion,' or some such distinctive (and of course invidious) appella-

tion ; and one of the resolutions came to wua, that the privates

should choose their own oflicors. I took the earliest occasion that

presented itself, to remonstrate against the formation of such a

body, but in a confidential and amicable way
;
yet all my efibrts

to prevent the project taking shape were useless. The result was,

I felt constrained to order the disbandment of the corps by a

formal proclamation, in name of the queen ; first taking care,

however, to assure myself, by an application to the provincial

crown-lawyers, that the existence of such an association as the

* British Rifle Legion ' was not only unconstitutional in spirit,

but in reality illegal altogether. Again, a self-interestod and

headstrong {violent) section of the Anglo-Canadian commercial-

ists has always laboured, by misrepresentation of facts and opin-

ions to their correspondents in the mother country, trading and

political, to cause their friends among us to forward their views, de-

fend their acts, and palliate the exorbitancies which have really

done much to provoke those of their fellow-colonists suffering

from them into a partial rebellion. So long as this section, or the

party of which it is the van, is allowed to ride rough-shod over

common rights, there will be distrust and discontent in the

country. I am happy to be able to say, however, that these re-

marks apply only to a small part of the British population, located

chiefly in the environs of Montreal, and to some partisans in

Quebec. Many of the Brito-Canadians have reprobated to me, in

the strongest terras too, the intemperateness of their fellow-

oolouists, just adverted to. It is also a curious fact, that when

the troubles broke out, the malcontent populace—for I may

almost designate as such the insurgents—who took part in them

were not led by French-Canadians. At St. Denis, they were

commanded by Wolfred Nelson ; at St. Charles, by one Brown,

an Anglo-American ; at St. Bennet, by a Swiss. The outbreak,

as I have already observed, took place only in a part of Montreal

district. Tn the other divisions of that jurisdiction, and in the

other four districts of Lower Canada, viz. Gaspd, St. Francis,

Quebec, and Three Rivers, all was peaceful, and the civil authori-

ties were unassailed. The troubles in the disturbed district were

ii

i f»
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complotoly appoasod in thrco weoks' timo, and meanwhile addresses

from all parts were sent to me, reproving the conduct of a few

misguided men led away by evil counsel ; the ropudiators of their

violence assuring mo of the determination of the Canadians, in

general, to supjwrt the government. In a word, the most perfect

tranquillity reigned throughout the lower province before I left the

country. But this state of things was no: agreeable to the party

which aimed at crushing the French-derived population.

" Convinced as I am of the exact verity of all I have now ad-

vanced, I cannot but regard the meditated union of the Canadas

as a most unjust and tyrannical measure, proposed in view of de-

priving the lower province of its constitution, under the pretext,

as a sufficing cause, that a handful of ill-intentioned men committed

culpable acts ; the sure oflfeot of the project being, to deliver into the

hands of a section of the community, the great majority of their fel-

low-colonists, the former being bitterly inimical to the latter 1 You
propose to give, in a word, to throe or four hundred thousand in-

habitants the same amount of parliamentary representation, as to

a population, of French descent, of at least 700,000 souls abid-

ing in Lower Canada ; and concurrently with this unequal distri-

bution of franchise rights, you are about to impose on the same

province, which has no public debt, or something next to none,

payment of the interest of the pecuniary obligations of the upper

Canadians, the capital of which, it is said, reaches one million.

Can there be anything imngined more arbitrary or less reasonable

than this ? In truth, the mere legality of such a proceeding, set-

ting all considerations of equitable dealing aside, may be very fairly

oalled in question ; for, I understand, no part of the debt contracted

in Upper Canada baa been sanctioned by the government of this

country. I ought to declare, once again, my conviction, that tho

unjust financial arrangement I now denounce, is due to a mercan-

tile intrigue.* As I have already remarked, the French-derivecl

population of the lower province wishes to live under British pro-

tection, and in alliance with us
;
yet a great majority of the inha-

bitants of the two Canadas is opposed to an (incorporating) union

• Alluding to the house of Baring, to which was due the greatest part

of that debt.
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I can never give my assent, therefore, to the unjuht measure,

as I oonsciontlouflly believe this to bo, now submitted for the con-

sideration of your lordships. I repeat, too, that I have called

your attention to the real facts of the case ; and in all I have

just said, I am sure that I shall be confirmed by the testimony of

every impartial resident in either province of Canada."

We have thus given, as above, a considerable portion of the

speech of one ox-govornor-general, because his discourse breathed,

from beginning to end, the accents of pure justice and of simple

truth ; aa well as that it became to us a test for appreciating the

secret motives of the British colon ial-ofBce, which ever proved

itself to be the most redoubtably inimical to the French-Canadians

of all the institutions of the metropolitan state.

A majority of the aristocracy in the legislature of Britain finally

voted for the measure, but yet unwillingly ; and only because the mer-

cantile party in parliament, which has always exerted great legisla-

tive influence in British colonial affairs, earnestly demanded the

passing of the bill. Upper Canada, too, owed a million to the

Barings, and found itself, just then, in an unfit state to discharge

its public obligations. Therefore it was that the potent house

thus indicated now (very naturally) made every effort to obtain the

consent of the parliament of Britain to the Canadian Union Act

;

for upon that measure becoming law, did provincial payments,

whether of capital or interest, greatly if not entirely depend. Be •

Bides the Barings, too, many other British merchants, capitalists,

and perhaps some M.P.'s besides, sitting in judgment on the bill,

had a common interest for the success of the project. Having so

many personal reasons in presence to contend with, added to in-

vincible national prejudices against the French-Canadian race, it

was too plain that our interests in the case must perforce go to

the wall ; and, in effect, they did so. Thus in the Union Act,

we find it expressly stipulated, that, after all costs of collection paid,

the preferential charge on the colonial revenues in future shall

bC: the payment of the interest of the (conjoint) provincial debt.

The salaries of the clergy, and and of the ministers on the civil

list, to be paid next, as soon as other public moneys are got in.

The Union law, thus adopted by the two British houses of parlia-

ment, so soon as it received the royal assent, nullified by its ope-
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ration tho act of 1791, passed for tho purpose of roUevinR (pour

touatraire) the French-Canadians from the petty domination of the

British population of tho upper province ; and thus, by the rovo-

oationary legislation of tho Imperial parliament of 1840, were our

race once more subjected to the ascendancy of tho above popula-

tion, but then become far more numerous than at the first-indicated

date.

During the epoch terminated by the consummation of a great

act of injustice, the population, commerce, agriculture, and indus-

try of the country had made immense progress. Our people,

whose total number we estimated at barely lii5,000 souls in 1791,

had quintupled in numerical amount during an interval of not

quite a century's duration. Tho political dissensions arising

among us, meanwhile, had not prevented individuals from playing

each his part as a useful member of general society. In America,

the constant movement of all things causes to halt behind its rapid

actualities, all theories as to its hoped-for or predicted course ; and

sets at nought every system for its guidance, whether planned in me-

tropolitan halls of legislation, or cabinet bureaux. Commonwealths,

on this continent, are seated on immense bases ; the outer limits of

which extend from sea to sea on many sides. In Europe, property

occupies the apex of the social pyramid ; in America, the possessor

of property is, or he ought to be for the benefit (honhcur) of the

other component parts of the edifice, at its lowest part {la hose).

In 1844, the year nearest to that of the Union wherein a census

took place, the population of Lower Canada was found to be

697,000 persons, out of which 524,000 were of French descent ; the

remaining 156,000 being of British or foreign blood: while,

among the general total, 578,000 were catholics.

Lastly, in 1840, our provincial revenue reached £184,000,

while the public expenditure was but £143,000. At thr present

time (1859) with the aid of some modifications in our fiscal

laws, the conjoint revenues of the two Canadas reach a total of

£1,500,000, while the expenditure is £1,600,000.

We are about to terminate this history. The Unionof the two pro-

vinces necessarily marks one of the great stages of Canadian annals.

The latest-occurring events we have recorded would have remained

without any very precise signification, without the reader's taking
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into oonsiderntion that anion act, the mannor of pnmin^ which at

onco oxplainH tlio nature of tliu measure itftelf, and the tondcn'Mcs of

metropolitan feeling in our regard. If, in retracing the foregoing

events, wo may have wounded the sustceptibilitioH of certain races,

or of Bome individual men coraposin" "'
^»n,—or should we have

excited the jealousies of any partisanf i\d-men, we shall merely

observe, adapting to our own use t? ral apology made to luB

readers by M. Thiers, in the prelude co his Ifistolre dc la Revo-

lution FraiiQaise, that " we have perfornied our task without ani-

mosity (haine)
; ever compassionating error, ever revering virtue,

and admiring true greatness, while constantly striving to fathom the

designs of Providence regarding the fate which it reserves for us,

and respecting providential purposes as soon as we think that we

have discerned their real nature." , .

CONCLUSION. ....(.

Our story is now told. We have initiated the foregoing work

by relating when and how it came to pass that a handful of French

emigrants fixed our people's place in the boreal regions of America.

Scattered far abroad, as so many leaves from a parent tree, those

emigrants found a homo of but fitful rest in territories overrun

rather than colonised by fur-traders ; in a land often ravaged by

barbarians ; and at last subjugated by an alien race, through the

decline of French royalty, which had lost the power (and almost the

will) to protect us. Lower Canada- -for it is of the earlier deni-

zens ofour own province (hat we have hud chief occasion, all along, to

speak—contained, when the disaster of conquest overtook us,

but a few tens of thousands of people of Gallic origin : it is

not for us, their descendants in the present day, to blame too

much the mother country of us all, for the desolation in which this

her greatest transmarine dependency was left, a century ago ; for the

loss to her of the heroic colony of Canada was one of the causes

of her first Revolution ; and all of humankind are aware how sig-

nally the proud and polished people of France avenged themselves

I
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and us therein, by the abasement of a debilitated dynasty, and by

the perdition of most of the statesmen who guided the helm of

state, or stood near by, while it was turned in an adverse direction

to Canadian interests, during the season of their extremest peril.

Notwithstanding all the troubles that French-Canada had to

endure, few of the hundreds of its original inhabitants—literally

hundreds, for long was it before they were hundred-hundreds in

number—the population of our Canada, we say, numbered at the

time ofconquest about 60,000 souls-a figure of insignificant amount

in European estimation, for a great tcrrritory. But now, scarcely

a century having elapsed since the epoch thus indicated, that tota-

lity has swelled into the respectable dimensions of nearly a million;*

and this extension has taken place entirely through the opera-

- tion of self-increase : our people, all the while, too, having pre-

served intact their own religious faith successfully, and vindicated

their distinctive nationality. Again : during a hundred and fifty

previous years, the Canadians had to struggle against the Anglo-

American colonies, containing populations thirty to forty times

more numerous than their own
;

yet the foregoing annals attest,

how well our forefathers acquitted themselves of yore in the wars

which they waged against their enemies.

Although the French-Canadians are not opulent as a people

;

albeit they were not (and are not) favoured children of the two

metropolitar states upon which they did and do still depend for pro-

tection, tiiey have sufficiently proved that they preserve in their

character a Jiving likeness to that of the illustrious nation to which

they owe their natural origin. Ever «jince the era of the Conquest,

lending little of their attention to declamations on the " rights of

man, ' or other the like theories (best propounded in great cities),

they have fashioned their politics by a regard for their own imme-

diate conservation ; the only foundation properly fit for a (minor)

people to build upon. They were never numerous enough to aim

at opening up a new way for society to move in, still less to take

the lead in any movement tending to transform the world of man.

On the contrary, content to cling to each other, as if all formed but

one family, they have ever feared to lose any time-honoured custom,

to renounce one prescriptive idea, yea even a prejudice if cherished

• The latest official census of the Canadas (that of 1851) returned the

Freaoh-derived populations as nunabering, in all, 695,946 persons.
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ly their ancestors ; this, too, in spite of the sarcasms of neighbours,

often launched at such persistency of habit. The result is, ho >vever,

that not only have they, in the present day, retained, without

mutation, their religion and their language ; but, in times past,

their spiritual and secular distinctiveness became ofHcient means

for preserving, in behoof of Britain, a firm Ibothold in North

America. This result, though seemingly an untoward circum-

stance for United States' interests, has not been so much so as

Americans might expect. The constant presence of the British

flag, waving over the citadel of Quebec, has constrained the states-

men of the great republic to adopt a prudent polity, and to " go

ahead " (^s'dever) by safer if shorter stages in the race of nations.

The consequence has been, as we think, that the United States

have become all the more surely, if a little less rapidly, the great

power which they now are.

At the present time, the French-Canadians are (mostly) a race of

cultivators in a \ast country, with a rough and even rigorous climate

to contend against. Such being their quality, and such their po-

sition, they may not have the elegant habitudes or ostentatious

deportment of southern populations ; but they have solidity of

character and a persevering spirit. The latter attribute has at-

tached to them ever since the race first set foot in America ; and

we are convinced that those who shall read this history in a

proper frame of mind, will own, that at no time did they show

themselves unworthy of being connected with the two mighty

nations on whose destinies their fate has been and is yet depen-

dent.

We could not, in fact, have acted an ignoble part, unless we

had been recreant to our own original nature. Were not our

forefathers French provincials, of Normandy, Brittany, Touraine,

Poitou; men descended from that noble race which marched

under the leadership of William the Conqueror ; men whose chief

families, taking root in Britain, have made that insular domain

become the core of one of the greatest empires in the world ? We, aa

the more direct descendants of such a race, derive from that Franco,

which has kept the lead in European civilisation ever since the fall

of the Roman empire, and which has, whether in good or

evil times, ever made herself respected ; that France which, under

its Charlemagnes and Napoleons, never yet feared to fight
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a giant's battle with one or more powers coalesced against her : we

are, in fine, more especially of one kin with those Vendeans, Nor-

mans, Bretons, men of Anjou, whom all mankind will ever respect

because of their boundless devotedaess to the objects of their loyal

and religious sympathies, and whose admirable courage covered

with abiding lustre the (lilied) flag which they bore aloft amid

the political tempests of the first French revolution.

Polite literature {lea lettres) has made great progress in (Lower)

Canada. Schools are to be found in operation everywhere under

the skilful direction of M. Meilleur, and of M. Chauveau. The
universities and colleges flourish in the hands ofour clargy. The
learned professions are illustrated by numbers of distinguished

men. The fine arts are cultivated successfully : M. Plamondon,

pupil of M. Paulin-Guerin Ccourt-painter to Charles X.), and M.

Hamel (who studied under M. Plamot'don, and afterwards in

Italy), have imparted to Canadt; a right appreciation (&o% go(Lt)

of the pictoral art.

Let the French-Canadians be true to themselves ; let them not

be seduced by the deceptious glare (le brillant) of social or poli-

tical novelties. They (being but a minor people) are not potent

enough to enter independently upon a career in such directions : it

is for the greater populations to adopt and test the value of new

theories ; the latter alone move in an orbit of " ample scope and

verge enough " to enable them to do so with due freedom. As

for U0, a portion of our force arises out of our tra'JliiouD , *rom

these let us not depart : at least if we do, let the ch^.nge be gradual.

We may find in the annals of our father-land in tUe history of Brit-

ain herself, good examples to follow. Altho^^h the latter is now

great, she has had terrible (politiv^-al) tcmpei^iiS to encounter, a con-

quest by aliens to recover from, ^eligi'^'-j wars to undergo, and

many other adversities (travaux) to endure. Without wishing

to set up for such a destiny as that of the British nation, sage con-

duct on our part, and a firm combination (union), will do much

to remove obstacles from the way before us : thereby too, shall we,

by exciting the interest of the nations in us, make our cause ap-

pear all the more sacred in the general estimation of mankind.

THE IND.
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Abridgbo Families Roll of thb Colony of New Fbanoe.

1666.

Quebec 555

Beaupr6 678

Beauport 172

Island of Orleans 471

Saint-Jean, Saint-Francois, and St. Michel 156

Sillery 217

Nctre Dame-des-Anges, and Riviere de St. Charles. 118

Odte de Lauzon 6

Montreal 684

Trois-Rividrea 461

Total. 3,418

Namber of males between the ages of 16 and 50

years, capable of bearing arms 1,344

There are doubtless some omissions in the above roll, but which will

be supplied in the coming winter, this year.

(Signed) Talon.

«r, a con-

Gbnebal Census of New Fbanci.

1734.

Churches 102

Parish Priests and Missionaries 83

Parsonages 76

Priests and Canons 32

Jesuits 18

Recollets 27

Religieusos of THotel-Dieu 97

Ursulines 80

Religieuscs of I'Hopital G^n^ral, and Freres Charrons 31

Soeurs de la Congregation 96

Grain-mills 118

Saw-mills 62

Number of families 6,422
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Married males aboye 50 years 1,718
'

„ under " 4,688

„ absent . 430

Wives and Widows, « 6,593

Bachelors above 15 jears, 3,806
«* under " 8,342

Spinsters above 16 years, 3,654
'« under " 8,122

Lands occupied and in tillage , 163,111

Prairies. 17,657

Qrain grown, minots 737,892

Maize 5,123

Peas 63,549

Oats 163,988

Barley 3,462

Tobacco, lbs 166,054

Flax, " 92,246

Hemp, " , 2,22]

Horses 5,056

Horned Cattlti 33,179

Sheep x9,8 15

Swine 23,646

Fire-arms 6,619

Swords , 784

N. B.—This census has been made with care, and, it is believed, is more

exact than any preceding one.

Statkment of Iufobts and Exports of Canada in 1754.

LIVRKS.

Imports, 5,147,621

Exports, 1,576,616

Difference, 3,571,005

SmppiNO Arrivals.—Vessels from France, 32
" " the Isles, 10

« Louisbourg and Acadia, 11

Total, 35

The total Agricultural produce amounted to 925,000 minots of wheat,

1,195,000 minots of barley; 333,000 minots of rye
; 7,239,000 minots of

oats; 1,219,000 minots of pease; 141,000 minots of maize; 375,000

minots of buck-wheat; 9,918,000 minots of potatoes. The maple-
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)elieved, Is more

orcliard^ produced 2,272,000 Ibj. of sugar. There a.e 7,898 bee-hives •,

470,000 head of oiitllc , 147,000 horses; 198,000 piga ; aud 603,000

shoe]), M^hose tiecces yielded 1,211,0 i lbs. of wool. The amount of

farming stock ought to be j)roportional to tillage ;
biit the relative

amount is smaller iu cold regions than in warm. The Canadian winters

will always present obstacles to breeding much stock, because the

animals must be stabled and fed during nearly six months of erery

year.

The coUoctivc looms of the colony turned out that year [?] 747,000 ells

of country cloth, 858,000 ells of linen and cotton stuffs, also 636,000

ells of Hannel and drugget. 2090 workmen, at Quebec alone, built in

the winter of 1840, thirty-three vessels, gauging together 18,000 tons

;

and 1,175 vessels of 884,000 tons in all, from Europe and elBewhere^

arrived during the year preceding, in the same busy port.

There were [then ?] in the colony, 422 flonr-raills, 153 for other

grain, 911 saw-mills, 14 for obtaining linseed-oil, 153 for fulling and

169 for carding, 409 for thrashing, 8 for paper-making, and 24 for

nail-making, &c. There were 69 foundries of various metals with 36

distilleries, 30 breweries, 540 potash-works, and 86 others for chemicals,

Ac. ; the machinery of all and sundry moved by wind, water, steam, or

animal power.

There were 64 colleges or superior schools, 1,569 elementary schools,

spreading enlightenment among 57,000 children.*

* In the original the paragraph begins thus :—" Maintenant au-dessos

de ces puissances physiques et raat6rielles, il y avalt 66 cuUeges," &c.

—

B.

I
IN 1754.

LIVRES.

15,147,621

1,576)616

|3,671,005

82

10

11

Vol. in.—DD

iTotal, 36

linots of wheat,

J9,000 minots of

[maize; 375,000

The maple-



'.
.

434 HISTORY OP CANADA.

nBodojna 9\\% at njoq snosjo^

•noiiat)Jix3 T(Bt

•^ijg JO BpnuBO nj njoq Buoaioj

•mSuo
qanajj jo Bpwn'BO °I "-"oq ijnosaod

•q-jaiq qsp^oogjo snosjaj

ipjiq qsui JO 81IO8J0

J

—I 09 m o cf)

(O C^ t- (O '-'

00 M —1

0»

CO

•qiflq qsjiSua JO enosiaj

*)a98qB

A*iu«Jodia9i EnosJdd jo J3qain|i{

'snoejod jo jsqnina {s^o^

00 o> m o 00
t- I- CO CO wN *- 00 --H to
Jt- <x> c^ •«»< *

e<i t- 00 CO *-
00 CO «0 CO »o
t»< O iM 00 "-H

(M Tf ^ CO M
i~- CO ^-
e<>_ i-H __

'l.O" •*' 00 '^l IM
«n c>» 00 >-< -<
CO <# PI 00 ift

OU >-( i-H

CO 1-" 00 t- oO O 00 T" *-
to CO «J Q CO
to e<l rH CO
Ci "-«

" aro"co »o "co"
e<» o CO 00 -H
OC O CO CO 00
CO CI e<i

o
too
00

o
CO

m
eo"
o>
CO
CO

>1
00

CO

oo

TT^Tt^To^T^
CO oo o «o e<i

O —
• -H CO CO

CO i-H i-H

o
CO
CO

'^ni'jOA JO %x{2xj qim siniBuaj,

'SJO^audojd aaqio

•—I »ci t" t- e^
»o CO i- e>j o>
CO * oo •* CO
00 N 00 »0 lO
CO Ol CO S> i-l

CO C<l

"cO rH CO'O
"-I PI o *-
CJ -( «1< •

C^ r-t •

in CO 05 CO CO
CO Oi CO CO »c
t- —< Tjl Tf cq
CO M e« CI

•a^wjsa iBai jo EJsnji^^

GQ

O
n

•3mpnna

CO lO CO CO o
05 CO i- aj •-•

lO CO O lO CO
00 CO 00 CO c^
CO PI

00

o
_CO
o~
r-1

00
CO

CO
if>o
oo
CO

to

CO CM 05 O to
.-t -^ i-t CO «*'

OO W T»< 1-H
w
CO

•p»jTq«quinQ

•pa^iq'Bqni

00 CO O CO CO
•-> O * CO -^
i- ^ •^ 00

Tf 00 r-l N •»!<

lO » CO t— CO
i- « » i-H to
00 lO O <-i PI
»0 t-1 CO

05

00o

I

-I * .fc

(a a g o) to
o 5 .a a «3

rH c^ CO '^ m

o
H



f

CONTENTS.

BOOK TWELFTH.

CHAPTER I.

Tub Ambrioan Aemy Bhfobb Qcebko, 1775-1776.

Desperate plight of the British cause in Oanada; Quebec alone

recognizes British domination.— Defensive preparations. —

A

change unfavorable for republicanism gradually takep place in the

Canadian mind.—Assault on Quebec, Dec. 31 ; General Montgom-

ery killed.—Succours sent from America; Congress again

addresses the Canadians; arrival of Franklin, Chase, and Carroll,

who invite them to join the confederation.—Conduct of the peo-
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York- town.—Britain recognizes the independence of the ITDited

8tate8.—Loss of territory for Canada.—General Fluldimafid remits

the reins of govcruinent to C'nrleton ( VlS'i).— Dii <.'alvet cites

the former Iwd'oro the British Hupreme courts.— .Notices of iJu

Galvet's book, ^ppel d la Justice de I' Ktat.—Agitation in Canada
;

public nieeting4.—Petitions for and against representative insti-

tutions.— In((iit'sts mailc at tlio ^jovernors instance, regarding the

administration of justice, the militia, agrioulture, commerce, edu-

caton, fic.—Attempt of Judge Smith to subsitituto British for

French jurisprudence.—New territorial divisions of Canada.—
Petitions transmitted to Britain.—Interposition of London mer-

chants in favour of the Anglo-Canadian party.—Intrigues.—

Division of the Canadians into constitutionalists and anti-consti-

tutionalists.—Project for a constitution, sent by Mr. Grenville to

Carleton, by thii time created Lord Dorchester, who repairs to

London in 1791.—Pitt introduces said project to parliaraeul.—

Debates thereupon, in which Messrs. Pitt, Burke, Fox, and Grea-

ville take pitrt.—The project is adopted, without a division, in

both bouses.—Arliclesof the new constitution ; by which Canada

is divided into two provinces.—Lieut.-governor Clark proclaimes

the coustitunc'Ti in the CanadaH ; ceremonial observances, and

rejoicings on its account, in Quebec and Montreal. 35

BOOK THIRTEENTH.

:; • >

CHAPTER I.

CONBTITtlTION OK 1791.—1792-1800.

Establishment of Representative Government.—Convocation of the

two legislative chambers by Sir Alared Clarke.—The British

party attempts to supersede the use of French in parliamentary

proceedings : warm discussions occasioned thereby, ending in

the aruflifiers being out-voted.—Hot debates on the same subject

nevertheless occur when the rules of the assembly are under con»

sideration : the British party finally obliged to give up its attempt.

—Labours of the session : projected poor law, hills regarding

public education and highways in the colony.—Disposal of the

Jesuits' estates.—Subsidies granted.—Administration of justice.

—Prorogation of the legislature.—Lord Dorchester convokes the

two chambers.—Organization of the militia.—Public accompts.

—Colonial judicature.—Suspen.sion of the habeas corpus act.—

AsBOcifttionii to support the government.—Third session : pub-

lic income and expenditure.—Tlw currency.—Lord Dorches-

ter replaced by General Proscott,—Session of 1797 ; Defection of



CONTENTS. 48T

ted

nita

ilea

Du
ida ;

i!»ti-

;
the

eda-

i for

la —
mor-

es.

—

)n3ti-

Ue to

IB to

!Ut.—

Oren-

on, in

anada

Laimes

8, and

35

)f the

iritish

eatary

ing in

uibject

;r con»

tempt,

irding

of the

ustice.

les the

omptfl.

act.

—

pub-

)rche8-

Ition of

Messrs. dc Bonne and THi Lotbinierc.—Troaiy of cninm«rc«^ with

the United Suilefl.—Frencli eraisiirtrie*.—Kxecutive 8wa> becomes

absolute : reign of terror.—Execution of McLenn.—Stjssions of

179S and 1799.— Amelioration of the prison system.—Imposts;

public revenue —Disputes between the governor and the council

regarding the crown lands.—Prescott and judge Osgood recalled.

—Sir Robert Shore Milnes convokes the cliamberH in 1800.—

Renewed allusion to French revolutionary principle* : motive for

that policy.—Proposal to expel a person named Hduc from the

assembly.—The government enters upon possession of the Jesuits'

estates 92

CHAPTER ir.

Administration or Sib Jamis Craio.—IBOl-lBll.

Elections of 1800.—Royal Institution.T—Principle of taxation.

—

First publication of Le Canadien newspaper in Quebec.— Affair

of the Chesapeake, American ship-of-war.—Condition of Brilnin's

relations with the United States.—First dissensions between tho

two countries.— Arrival of Sir James Craig in Canada.— Political

proclamation.—Ro-opening of the legislature.—Hill presented to

prevent judges from sitting in assembly.—M. Bedard and other

militia officers cashiered.—Responsible cabinet.—Parliament dis-

solved.—Craig's insultirjp address to the members.—Ideas of Le

Canadien writers on the colonial constitution and ministerial re-

sponsibility Parliamentary supplies.—A Colonial agent in Lon-

don.—The judges excluded from Assembly.—Sudden dissolution

of the Canadian parliament.—Seizure of tlie printing-plant, &c.

of Le Canadien, and incarceration of Messrs. Bedard, Tascher-

eau, and Blauchet.—Proclamation of the governor,—Elections.

—Craig recommends the British ministry either to abolish the

(Lower Canadian) constitution, or to incorporate tho two pro-

vinces in one.—He sends his secretary to London.—Reply of the

minister.—Re-opening of the chambers. -^Release of Messrs. Be-

dard, &c.—Spiritual affairs ; interviews between the governor

and M. Pless.i3 regarding the catholic church establishment.

—

Governmental nomination of the parish clergy proposed.—Wind-

up of Craig's administration 122

BOOK FOURTEENTH.
CHAPTER L

War or 1812.

Sir George PrcTOst ; his polity.— Relations between Great Britain

and the United States.—First^iostilities on sea.—The American

.



438 HISTORY OF CANADA.

»
•

If '

war-pnrty In the Mcendttnt,—War declared.—HrHish defongive

syitem.—Strength of the United States.—Organization for the

defence oi '
. aada.—Zeal of the catholic clergy.—M. Pleaiia trioi

to obtain t) ) official recognition of Canadian Catholicism by

tbo Britiba government.—John Henry's secret mission to the

United States, and its result.—First aggressira moveruent of tho

American land-forces.—General Hull invades Canada, but soon

retires from it.—Sundry combats and skirmishes.—(icneral i.rock

captures Hull and his army.—Van Uenselaer invades Canada.—
Kattle of Queenston ; death of General Brork.—Defeat of the

enemy.—Renewed but abortive invasion of Canada, by General

Smyth.—General Dearborn makes a feigned attack ou Canada, and

retires.—Hostilities on sea.—Session of parliament.—The legis-

lature sanctions customs duties to defray war-chargoB 108

CHAPTER n.

COMTIHPATION OF THB WaR.— 1 fll3-1814.—PbAOB OF 181B.

Campaign of 1813.—Operations on lakes Erie, Ontario, and Cham-

plaiu.—Combat of Frenchtown and of Fort Meigg.—Attack of

Sandusky.—Naval combat of Pnt-in-bay.—Battle of the Thames.

—Destruction of tho Creek Indians.-—Capture of Toronto.—

Colonel Harvey surprises the Americans at Burlington.—Black

Rock burnt.—Battles of Chrystler's Farm and Chftteauguay.

—

"
Retrc't of the Americans.—Surprise of Port Niagara.—Lewistun

and Manchester burnt.—Operation.? on sea.—Parliamentary pro-

ceedings at Quebec.—Judge Sewell, put under accusation, goea

to London to defend his conduct.—He suggests a union of tho two

provinces.—Campaign of 1814.—Combats of LacoUe, Chippawa,

and Lundy's-Lane.—Attiick of Fort Erie.—Defeat of Drummond.

-^-Expedition of Plattsburg,—Ravages of the American seaboard

by the British.—Washington taken, and its Capitol burnt.—

Battle of New Orleans.—Cessation of hostilities.—Treaty of

Ghent.—Sir George Prevosl/s conduct at Plattsburgh being cal-

led in question, be vspairs to England to justify it—and dies.—

•

Vindication of bir< memory 190

BOOK FIFTEENTH.

CHAPTER I.

QuBSTiON OF Parliamkntvby Suppliks.—181G-1822.

Dlscuasions between the Assembly and Legislative Council renewed

after the war concludes.—Proposed Union of the British Colonies.

—Gen. Drummond.—Abuses in the ]^and and Postal departments.



9lV6

tllP

.rina

by

the

the

soon

rock

la.—

f the

aeral

., and

legis-

108

815.

!ham-

,ck of

lanies.

nto.

—

-Black

uay.—
sviston

pro-

goes

two

)pawa,

inonfl.

iboatd

nt.—

y of

; cal-

ies.—

'

190

spewed

tlonicB.

menta.

CONTENTS. 439

•-Blij^otlnn of the KccnsAtionn nc^ainRt Jndp:«» Bewell nnd Monk.

—Dls9<^lution of till) P)irliam«Mit.—8ir John Ooape Hherbrouko

appointed governor.—He trpuHmila to London a memorial on tho

piril of parties in Canada.—Instructions he receiveB.—The

Catholic clerfry j M. Plossifi.—Judj^e Sewell.— M«)88rg. Tniacke

and Marnhall.—-State of the colonial Hnancea ; ilisordtr therein.—

Instructions of Lord Hathurst.—Itight of voting the supplies.

—

Judge Foucher put under accusation.—The Duk*- of Uichmond

replaces Hherbrooka.—Ropum])tion of the hnancial question.— -

Civil list augmented, and a demand made that it should be fixed

for the whole reign of the king : the demand refused.—Judge

Bedard accuHcd.—Sudden death of the Duke of Richmond.—Dis-

solution of l^arliaracnt.—Lord Dalhousio appointed (lovernor.—

M. I'lossis, being in London, has interviews with Earl Bathurst.

—Continuation of debates on the colonial financef.—M. i'apineau

becomes an executive councillor.—The assembly refn8v)8 supplies.

—Dissontimenta in the executive council.— Customs revenues

divided between Lower and I.'pper Canada 228

CHAPTER II.

F1B8T Union Projbot.—1823-1837.

A Union of the two Canadas desired by the British-derived inhabi-

tants of Montreal.—Concerning their agent, Ellico.—This mer-

chant's history.—The Union project brougiit in clandestinely to the

Imperial Parliament.—Parker sounds the al.-inn —Sir James

Mackintosh and Sir Francis Burdett arrest the further progress of

the Union Bill in the commons.—Nature of its provisions.—The

project adjourned.—Sensation its introduction to parliament pro-

duced in till, two Canadas.—Petitions against it ; Messrs. Papi-

nean and Neilsoii sent to London.—Theydraw up an afc'3 memorial

on the subject for presentation to tha government.—The ministry

abandon the measure.—Communications between Messrs. Ellice

and Pa]>ineau.—Estimation of the former, by Sir James Mackin-

tosh.—Opinion of Sif Francis Burdett on the Union.—Interview

of M. Papineau with Earl Bathurst.—Opinions of statesmen as to

the probable duration of the American federation.—Amount of

the Caldwell deficit,—Religious aflFairs.—Lord Dalhousie visits

England and return.s.—The supplies refused.—Insulting discourse

of the governor in proroguing the chambers 264

CHAPTER TIL

Crisis op 1827.—1827-1828.

New Crisis.—Address of M. Papineau, and of a portion of the mem-

bers of Assembly, in reply to the speech of the Governor when



440 IIIHTOBT OK CANADA.

clotioif tli« MCHion.—Public Meetinfirfl.—DUDiMi»lt of Militia offl<<

o«n.<~Th« Oaiiftdiau prcdt.—The Kluoliom.—Ueetiii^^ of Parlia-

ment.—The Uov«:iior rfltd^es tu acknowledKO M. Pfipiitonu aa

preflidont of asuenibiy.—-Parliament prorogued.—Addruis of Ual*

liuusie's parli8nns t^t the King.— Public mvetingM eonvuned

orerywhere.—Addrr^sa to llie King and to the IiupvriMl Parlianiont.

—Mr. Walker, editor of the Spectator, arresU-d twice.—MeHm.
NoiUon, Vigor, and Ouvillier deputed tu London with addresses

from the (Frenob) Canadians.—Mr. Galo tent thither liUo, with

couuter-addrettaes.—Canadian afTaira discussed in the British le^H-

laluro.—speeches of Messrs. Iluskissuu, Labouclierc, Hum«,

Wilmot, Stanley, and iSir James Mackintosh, in tlie house of coin-

tuoua.—The address and counter-addresses of the contoiding

parties referred to a committee ; the cunimittf<VH report thereon.

—.Mr IfitskissoD •cceedcd, as colonial minister, hy Hii George

Murray.—The Comraitt<'u's report entertained, but neither adopted

nor rejected, by the house.—8ir U. Murray announces to the Cana-

dian deputies, that measures are in contemplatioiv (by the cabinet)

for terminating the dissensions.—Sir James Kempt succeeds Lord

Dsdbousie as governor 287

BOOK SIXTEENTH.

i

CHAPTER I.

Tns NiMiTT-iwu UKrfOLDTiOHg.—1829-1834.

Deceptive hopes which the House of Commons' Report raised In

Canada.—Instructions to Sir James Kempt.—The Canadian press

moderates its tone.—Opening of the chambers.—Division in the

ministry on the question of the supplies.—The assembly's hopes

dis-sipatcd.—Resolutions adopted in a.'isembly.—Renewed addres-

ses to Britain got up.—Labonrs of the session.—Session of 1830.

—Reply of the ministers to the latest addresses.—Resolutions

regarding the militia ordinances and on the supplies.—Legislativo

and executive councils.—Opinion ofSir James Kempt with respect

to them.—Sensation produced thereby.—Meeting at St. Charles.

—Lord Aylmer replaces Kempt.—Attorney-general Stnart sus-

pended from his functions.—Concessions and reforms proposed

by Lord Goderich.—They are refused by the assembly.—Fault of

the assembly upon that occasion.—Judges Kerr and Fletcher put

under accusation.—The imperial parliament changes the con-

stitutional act, for placing all the rerenncs of Canada under the

control of its legislature.—Session of 1831-2.—Fresh despatches

from Lord Goderich.—Indepeodeaca of the judges.—Growu lands



C0NTKMT8. Ul

287

ult of

r put

con-

er the

atches

laada

and clflrfy roi«nr«4.<--PoRt-offlce.—CloM of the MMion of parlm*

ment.— lU'i^rot of Lord Ajltnor on fkniiinit th« coneatiiona of Lord

Oodorich so ill-received.—Riot, May 21, at Montreftl.—Tlio cholera

in Oanadft ; ita terrible raraget.—Meeliug of Krunch-Cantidianii

at 8t. CharlfH, and of liritiah at Montreal.—Reply of tho niini«try

respecting Judge Kerr, and the independence of the judgeti.

—

The liritiah miniatry refniraen its retrograde policy.—AddredK to th«

king praying that ho i^oald make councillorships eluctiyc.

—

UchoIu

tiona againpt a project for annoxiiig Montreal district to Upper

Canada.—Attorney-general 8tuart and Judge Kerr displaced.

—

Addrosa of thu logialative council to the kiug.—Double vote of itx

prcBid)>nt.—EftSlern Townshijjfl.—Heasion of 18.14.— neipiilchea

of Lord Stanley on diflFen'Ot subjectg.—Ocneral iew of the condi-

tion of the province.—The Ninety-two Rosolntiona.—AccuHationa

against Lord Aylmur.—Address of the legislative council.

—

Prorogation 303

CHAPTER II.

1835-1 837~TBoriiL«8 o» 1837.

Kffeot of the 92 Resolutions in Britain.—Part of the Eastern Town-
ships colonists side with the Asseiubly.—Gomrailtce appointed

hj the house of commons on the affairs o." Canada.—Debates in

the British parliament oi our affairs.—Ministerial changes.

—

District corawitlees formed in Canada.—Petit ioniug rovlved.

—

Letter of Mr. Roebuck.—Renewed diucustionsiD i\n: house ofconi-

moos,—New Canadian parlianicat called.- -Gon.'^titutional asHucia-

tlons.—Alliance of Lower and Upper Canadian liberals.—Cana-

dian parliament asscmblos.—Nuw address to Britain.—Arotlier

section of the majority of assembly secedes from Papineau's party.

—Lord Aberdeen's despatches.—Sir Hubert Peel's ministry.

—

Throe commissioners sent to Canada.—Lord Qosford replaces

Lord Aylmer.—Uouso of lords' debates—Opening of the Canadian

parliontent.—Discourse of Lord Goeford.—The asfe.jmbi;
,
j/crsist-

ing in its course, grants supplies for six months only, which

are r'ifused.—The parliament prorogued, and called together

again.—Other British-American colonies renounce their oppo-

sition to the homo governraent, leaving the malcontent Cana-

dians nlone in the struggle.—Report of the British commissioners ;

the conduct of the ministry approved.—Meetings in Canada con-

tinued.—Language of the journalitits.—Agitations in the rural

distriots.—Aimed bauds appoiu*.—M. Papinoau at Kamouraska.—
Real sentiments of a majority of the people.—New session of the

provincial parliament, to no satisfactory end.—Another address

sent to the imperial parliament.—Several magistrates and militia

VqL. m.—EE



. »

442 HISTORY OF CANADA.

.t.

officers discommissioned.—Secret associations in arms formed in

Quebec and Montreal districts.—Demonstrations for tlie govern-

ment.—Meeting of the Six Counties.

—

Mamltment of tlie bishop

of Montreal.—The government prepares for war.—Troubles at Mon-

treal.—The troops beaten at St. Denis, but successful at St.

Charles.—Martial law proclaimed.—Several members of assembly

apply for a new parliament, but are refused.—Aifair of St. Eus-

tache.—The insurrection quelled.—Troubles in Upper Canada.

—

Resignation of Lord Gosford.—Debates in the house of commons.

—The ministry undertakes to put down armed opposition by the

public force 34

1

CHAPTER III.

DmOM 0» THH TWO CaNJlDAS.—1838-1840.

Effect of the trc ubles of 18.^7 in Tritain, France, and the United

States.—Policy of the Imperial t arllament.—Debates in both

bouses on Canadian affairs.—Earl of Durham nominated governor.

—His arrival .it Quebec.—His proclamation to the people.—He
organizes his council.—Individuals under accusation for political

offences amnestied or temporarily exiled.—Mr. Wakefield sent

secretly to M. Papineau and other party chiefs.—Attitude of the

several parties.—Lord Durham in Upper Canada.—He secures a

majority therein favourable to union.—Meeting, in Quebec, of the

different governors of the Laurentian gulf region.—The half-am-

uesty, by which several of the incriminated parties were arbi-

trarily exiled, denounced in the British legislature, and disavowed

by the home governmeni.—Lord Durham v^aigns in disgust.-^

Addresses at leave-taking for Europe, and hu4 replies thereto.—

Sir John Colborne again governor pro tern.—Renewed insurrection

essayed in the Chambly district.—Colborne marches thither, with

7 or 8 thousand men, and ravages the country.—Numerous

arrests follow.—Trials of the parties implicattid.—Eighty-nine

condemned to die ; thirteen of whom are executed, and forty-

seven banished.—Lord Durham's Report on Canadian affairs.—

•

Bill for a Union of the Canadas brought into parliament, but ita

consideration delayed till next year.—Mr. Poulett Thompson,

nominated governor, arrives at Quebec.—He repairs to Upper

Canada, and convokes its legislature.—He persuades the two

chambers there to adopt the conditions proscribed for the project-

ed Union.—That measure becomes a law in Britain, despite the

petitions presented against it by the Lower-Canadians, as well as

the opposition of the Duke of Wellington and Lord Gosford.

—

The act of Union proclaimed in Canada.—General remarks.—Ca-

nadian people at the time of the Union.

—

Appendix : supple-

mentary populationistics, Jcc % • 390



irmed in

govern-

) bishop

latMou-

at St.

isaembly

St. Eu8-

mada.

—

iiumons.

1 by the

341

) United

in both

[overnor.

pie.—He
political

!leld Bent

ie of the

lecures a

ec, of the

half-am-

rere arbi-

isavowed

lisgust.

—

thereto.—

lurrection

tlier, with

Numerous

ghty-nine

nd forty

-

aflfair8.—

Lt, but its

'bompson,

to Upper

g the two

io project-

.ospito the

as well as

[Josford.—

irks.—Ca-

k: Bupple-

390




