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NATURAL IIISTORY.

TIIE SALAMANDER.

Thoughtheancients havedescribed a hizard
Bnd by fire, and existing 1n flares, the
pdorns huve discovered thatit wasa fabu-
Mo assertion, and that they have merely the
Bispring of a heated bram,
he salamunder, which was once sup-
jsed to live upon that element which must
vitably prove the destruction of lfe,
wembles 2 frog in the form of us body,
though, like every spectes ot the hzard, 1t
2 3 long tail : hike thatanmmal its snout 1s
n%ed, and its eyes placed 1 the back of
head; the claws of 1ty toesare short and
hle 3 anil it is covered with a rough skin,
k. Net only the salamander, butevery one
¥l the lizard species are supposed to be of &
N snoaus king ; butitappears to be the ef-
Rect of prejudice or miscanception, for they
s destitute of fangs like the viper, and
Pavevery small teeth; as to thesaliva:which
is been supposed poisonous, no effects of
st noture have ever been produced,

" “The salamander, which is best known in
BHurope, is generallyffrom eight to eleven
Ricches in lensth 3 wley taken in the hands
8itipparts a chilling sensation, and appears

incapable of supporting heat, asit al-
angkes choice of @ cool 1ewreat.  Like
e frog, itscem tnbe a torpid ammal, and

€3¢

Biznd kind, as the gencrality of them are
intinually in motion, if we except the win-
fiiei munths, which are chiefly devoted to

sleep : during that period the water lizacd
¥ changes its skin every fortnight; butin the
J summer twice or thricein that space.

FLOWERS.

Flowers ar - undoubtedly among the most
&xquisite pieccs of nature’s workmanship,—
¥hat beautiful tints do they display 7—
What lively colours dq they unfold 7—
What variegated tediilies do they discover ?
—aud, what delightful perfumes do they
emit?  In view of these well might the poet
exclaim :

Who canpaint
Like Nataro ! Can Lwagination banst

Awid its gay creation, hues like hers ?

Or canit niix them with that matehless skill

Aud looss them in eachother, as appears

In every Lugd that blows ?

But the skill of the architect is no less
¢onspicuous in the general contrivance and
delicate structure of therr several parts, and
begutiful harmony of the whole, than in the
layiuz on of the colours by which they are
taibellished. -

- The divessity of shape, and form, and
complexion, in ‘those of different kinds is not

- - -

*

i that instance differs fror the rest of the ;

|

aore remurkable than that no iwe are to de 1

Jound exact.y alike, even of the same specics |

and growing on the same stalk or knot.

Nor should the aromatic fragrance which
those beautiful suns and daughters of natare
send forth, more excite our gratitude, than
that well ordered succession, by which, the
pleasures we receive from these trausitory
visitants are lengthened out ond protracte’l
almost all the year ronnd,

Before winter with his clondy front has
taken his departure, the carly Snow drop
boldy steps forth in his pure w hite robe,—
the Crocus next, with an air of timidity
peeps out, gnd asif afraid to venture, heeps
close to “the earth —then comes the Violef
with her varied beauties, accompanied by
the sparkling Polyauthus, and splendid
Auricula—afterwards groves of Tulips dis-
play their rich and gaudy attire, followed
by the Anemone in her spreading vobe,
Now the Ranunculus expands the richness
of his foliage—the Sun flower shoots forth
his golden rays and the beautiful Carnation
with a numerous train bring up the rear,
and close the procession, —3% ho can reflect
upon this passing,yet protracted scene,with-
out being forcibly struck with the wisdom
and goeduess of God maufested in it?

DAW

N OF GEN1ES.

KING ALVRED. .
ore justly surnamed the Great
psedecessors was Lurn in an
Pt profound ignorance, when
learning was considered rather as a reproach
than an honour wa prince. e was not
taught to know one letter from another till

¢ was about twelve years of age, whea a
book was put into his hands, more by acci-
dent then by previous design. The queen,
his mother, one day being present with her
foursons, of whom Alfred was the youngest,
and having a book of Saxon poems in ber
hand, beautifully wrtten aud embellishetl,
observed that the royal youths were charmed
with its external appearance ; upon tis sfic
said, ¢ I will make a present of this book
to him who shall first learn to read 1t.”
Alfred immediately took fire, and applied
his mind with such ardour, that iua very
little time he Loth read aud repeated the
peem to the queen and recetved it for his
reward. From that moment le felt anin-
satiable thirst for knowledue ; and reading
and study became his chief delight. Such
was lus proficiency that he compo-ed vanuas
poems, and aptstories ;3 and transleted from
the Greek the fables of Lsop. He also
gave Saxon translations of Gregory on the
Pastoral Oflice, of the histories of Orasius
and Bede, and of the Cossvlativn ot Plulo.
sophy by Boethius. The last literny work
in which he engaged, was & translation of

. - a—
the Tsalms of David into Auglo-Saxunm
which however he did not live to fimish,

Alfied came to the crewn young, but
found affaits o that state that be was obligud
to sceh refuge, in disguise, i the cottage of
one of his hadsmen, whose wife iguorant
of the quality of lier guest, and vhserving
him one day by the fiteside, employed in
trimming his bows and arr s, she desired
him to tahe care of sume cakes which were
toasting, while she was employed in other
domestic  aftuirs,  But Alfred, whors
thoughts were otherwise engaged, neglected
this injunctivn; aud the goud Wowman, un
her return, finding her cakes burnt, rated tire
unknown hing very severcly . and upbraided
him, that he was alw aysready esvugh to cat
her warn cakes, though he was su negligent
i1 toastinr them.

EMINENT EARLY RISERS.

Dr Adan, the celebrated rector, of the
high school of Edinburgh, whose lung lite,
to 1ts very cluse,was spent in an unremtting
course of labuur for the public good, wys
an early riser. 1t was his constant practice,
fur the whole summer, torise at the hour of
five and not unfrequently, when excited by
any particular object, or ayy formiduble
duficulty, even at four in théz vraing, Asa
proof how favourable the afrming hours are
tor study, it may be mengioned that Dr.

Adam frequently felt hispatience worn out
by the herasmng exertions he made in the
cumpletton ot s work on Roman Antigui-
ties, and wouid nse from us desk, m e
after pait ot the day, half deterunned to re-
linquish ins task ; yet notwithstanding these
salties, hie would nise with the sun the next
tiutning, to prosecute his tash with lenewed
vigour, . .

A volume might, indeed, be filled with
notices of early nsers, Bishop Jewel rol¢ -
regularly at four ; Dr. Franklin was an
catly niser ; Priestly was an early riser ; the
greatand learned lawyer and prous Chus-
tian, Sir Matthew Hale, studied sixteenr
hours a day, and was an early riser ; Pr.
Parkhurst, the plilologist, rose regularly
at five in the summer and six n the winter,
and in the latter season always made tus
own fire.—It isto the hours gained by early
tising that the world is imndebied for the ny-
merous volumes wiuch, within a few years,
huve ssued from the pén of Sir Walter
Scott.  Among the aucients, the names of
£ amer, Horace, Virgal, aud of sumerous
ou.er juets may be inscribed upon the listof
early risers.

WANTTD;
At the Twn Plate Worney Businzss,.

a smart active Boy, of about the age ‘of
14 years. Noonneed appl 1 but xuck as can e

pa i

well recommended,  En puire o .
} January 8y W, FSFAYNER
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The followin'g Yerses wero wrilten on an wncidont
vluch hupponed duringthe laat campaignin Egypt,

THE DYING SOLDIER.

“Phe tumult of battle had ceas’d—high in ar
o standard of Britain triwnphantly wav'd ;
And the remnant of fues hud all fled 1 des uIr,
Whom night, inuervemug,from slaughter had savid;

When & veteran avag seen, by the light of his Ianp,
‘ *Slow.pncing the bounds of the carciss-strewn plain;
Not base Ius intent,—for he quitted hig camp;

"T'o cowfort the dying—uot plunder the slain.

“Though dauntlesa in wur, at a story of woe
down his agesfurrow °d choeks the warmtoars oftei

tan
’Mik&proud,’to canquer, or sparo a brave o,
dde fought like a horo—ss e felt Hke aman 1

Ase counted the siain, “‘Oh, Conquest 1"* he cried,
“Thou art glorious indeed, but how dearly thou'st
won I N
“ Too dearly, alay 1

a voice faintly replied—
Tt thrill*d through by

heart, *twas the voice of bus Son!

He listen'd nghast soall waa silent agnin §
He seareh’d by the beams which his lamp feebly
. she
Aud found I;Li brave Bon, amid hundreds of slain,
“Tho corse of n comrade supporting lus head !
* My Hanry t"*the sorrowful parent exclaim’d,
¢ {fng.fate rudely wither'd thy faurels so soon
Tha youth opid Risnves, as ho beard bimself nanrd,
Andawoke Torarwliile from Ius death-bodug swoon.

He gaz’d on his Father, who knelt by his side,
And seizing his hangd, press’dit closo to his heart ;
“ Thank Heaven, thou ust here, my dear Father?
ha cried ;
*¢ For soon ! alt, too soon we foravar must part !
* Thongh death eatly calls me from all that 1 lovo,
From glory, from the, yet perhaps “twill bo gwven
To meet thee again in yon rezifins above '**
‘His eyes beanyd with hope, %he fix’d them on
heaven, _
“ Then—Jot notthy hosom with vam sorrow swells
Al ! check, ero it Tises, the heart-rending exgh !
© Timglit for my King, for my country ! [ fell
In defence of their rights ;" and T glory to dic 1

VARIETIES,

A good character.—A good character
is to the young man
%o the artist,who proposes to erecta building

~onit; he can build with safety, and all whe
beholditwill have
4 helpinghand willneverbewanted —butlet
- & single part of this bedefective and you go
a hazan%, amid doubting and distrust, and
ten to -one it will tumble
mingle all that was built on it ruin,
Yithout a good chasacter, poverty is a curse
—withit, itis scarcely an evil, Happi-
liess canuot exist wheroa good character is
=ot. Aflthatis bright in the kope of yuuth,
all that is calm and bhssful 1 the suber
scenes of life,

C,

of years, centres in, and is derived from g
good charactet,---Tharefore acquire this as
the first und most valuable good.

Thegreat artof acquiring wealth consists
in suving, and in sucrificing some present
enjoyment for the sake of future euSe.--n
Wasteful and exiravagant people sometimes

get rich, but the examples of success of such
are the mere exceptions to a general rule,---

Ve are not the advocates of & mean and
parsimonious system of expenditure, There
13 one species of econom{ which no one
should cver lose sight of, whether he be ricl
or poor, or in moderate circumstances, It
is thut nothing shall be wanted that can be
applied touse. The late Stephen Girard
was eminently remarkable for his uttention
to small matters. At bis farm below the
city which he used to visit every day in
summer, not in a coach and four, but iy an
old shabby chaise with a rustic looking
horse, all'his arrangements were conducted
with the strictest regard to economy, We
are told that in the fajl season, when he
used to kill his cattle for meaking the beef
with which he provisioned his ships, not a
particle of the animal was lost, Aftersalt-
Ing the wmeat, and selling the hides to the
tanners, the horns to the combmakery’, the
hoofs and the paunch to the vendersof cow-
heels and tripe, be sold the blood to the
sugar refiners.  Many a gentleman farmer
would have thought attention to such small

matters beneath lus notice, Just as many a
female housekeeper thinks "1t beneath her

notice to see that hir servan not put
m?;‘(;e woed on the fi.e than § ary to
produce the degree or heat, tb¥%'1s required,

lanyself; and 1 dare say that you are also :
: Now tien for my prescriptions.
!

whata firm foundation s |

confidence in its solidity, ,

down at last, and )

or throw into the street meat, vegetables
| and bread, as is donein some families almost
| every day, enoiigh to feed a small family.---
Plilad. Gazette.
—_—
OLD HUMPHREY ON FITS.

Though no dector, I have by me some
I excellent prescriptions, and as [ shall
| charge yau nothing for them, you caunot
‘grumble at the price.-—-We are most of us
subject to fifs; 1 am visited with them

Fora fit of passion, walk out in the opeq

ar : you may

speak your gniad to the
| winds, without

burting auy one, or pro-
felaiming yourself to be a simpleton.
£or a fit of idleness, count the tichings
tof aclock. “Do this for one hour, and you
*will be glad to pull off your coat the next,
''and work like a negro.
For a fit of extracagazce and fully, o to
t the work-house, or speak with e ragged
| and wretched inmates of the Jal, aud you
will be convineed :
Who makes his' bed of brior and thom,
Must be content to he forlorn,
Forau Jit of ambiticit, go into the church-

wll that 13 soothing in the vale yard, and 1ead the gtavesatones. They will j

tell you the
will seon beo

your pillow,
the worm your mother
For d fit of repining,
blind, and visit
afflicted, and
You ashamed

halt and

aftlictions,

For fits of Desponden
good things which God b

this world, a

to his followers in the next.

end of ambiuon, Tpe grave
your bedchamber, the earth

corruption your father, ayy
and your sister,
louk about for the
the bed-ridden and
deranged, and they will maje

of complaining of Your lighter

cy, look on the
48 given yoy i
nd those which he has protuised
He who goe

in ais garden to look for cobwebsand spiders,

110 doubt will iud them 3
‘fora flower,

while he who fookg

muy return into. his house wig

one blooming in his bosom,

For all fits of doubt,
whether tiiey respect the bod
whether they are u lond
head or the heart,

cure which

from the great Physician : ¢ ¢

den on the L

perplezity and feay,
¥ or the ming
to the shoulders, the
the following is & radieg]
may be relied on, for I hiag it
ast thy bur.
and he will sustain the,

ord,

OLD HUMPHREY’S SHORT WAY wiTh,

¢ In movi

and then full
ot only declared their disbehef of

INFIDELS,
g among mankind, I have. noy ¢
en in with infidels, who have
the Bible,

but endeavoured, also, to destroy the fuith

of others in t
Which they }
is tohigglea

point of litde i

hat blessed book. ‘I'he way in
12ve always begun their attack,
1d wriggle about some disputed
mportance, with as much

confidence us if they were on the very point

of overturniy

by their silly “prattle,
2 poor blind mole tear

1g the whole truth of scripture
Just as soon would

up from the ground

an oak of a hundred years growth, by bur.
rowing under one of the least of its roots,

fever yo

ufall in with any of these un.

happy beings, don’t be drawnin tocavil with

them about ¢

opinion, leaving them to wrangle, ifthey

rifles, but boldly declare {our

ike,

by themselves.

Tell them
and pure, a

that if there be any thing good
nd holy, and heavenly 1n the

world, the Bible exhorts us to practice it;

and if there

base, and 11}

mands us to
Tell them

be any thing that is evil, and
ein the world, the Bible coms
avoidit. That will he a poser.
that the Bible contamns mole

knowledge and wisdom than all the other
books that were ever printed: put together ;
aud that those who believe its promises, aud
obey its commandments, have peace, and

hope,

and joy in the cares of life, aud the
trying hour ofdeath. Thatwill
Tell them that the Bible

ser {oo,
een bes

bea

has

lieved in by the wisest and best of men frony

generation to

liviug God,

sinner the only

merits and

That will be
And, they

book _to piec

getieration, as the word of the
and that it makes known tos
way of salvation through the
death of e crucified Redesmer,
another poser. :

» 23k them beforo thay publthe
8 any more, to produce ons
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fat hus déne o thousandth part as much |

d in moking men happy on earth, and in
gulding thenr in the way to heaven, and that
vill be the gren‘est poserof all to them,

Depend upon it this course ‘will be bet-
térthon wrangling and jangling about sticks
ind straws, losing your temper, and feeling

 yourself_outwitted into the bargain by the
! Eon'owed couceits of silly coxcombs, whose
* bearts and whose head are cqually empty.”

¥

My MoTuER.—With reverential awe
—with devout and holy affections, with feel-
ings bordering onidolatry do X approach the
inage of my mother. 1’remember her kind
Mentions, her fostering care over me, her ex-
treme anxiety for niy welfare. How often
itthe close of a day when tired of the world
andallits illusive charms have I approached
herand reposed my weary head upon her
ksom ! what an unbounded influence did
the huve over my actions, 1 dared nat dis
cbey herjust commands, 1feltas if Heaven
would afflict me if 1 went contrary to
her wishes. My mother, thereis music in
| thevery word ; she it was who taught me to
 bend my Jittle knees in devotion and repeat
! the Saviour’s prayer.; Her smiles called in-
to existence the first affections that sprung
upin my youthful .heart. She it was who
watched over me like some guardian angel
through all my helpless years, and now,
though her body has “mouldered to dust and
ler spirit is revelling in the joys and bliss
ofeternity,-she lives in me-~blesses me and
governs me by the influence of her precepts,
her examples, and her soothing matchless
tloquence, What constitutes the centre of
every home? Z%e mother. Whither do
vurthoughts turn, when our feet are weary
vith- wandering and our hearts sick with
disappointment ? To the mother. She is
the sun of the domestic system, around
%hich lesser planets of the domestic circle
fevolve and borrow their ligh. and heat from

ber, - Ifthece be a tribunal where the sins |

and follies of a froward child may hope for
pardon and forgiveness, this side of heaven,
that tribtnal is the heart ofa fond and de-
‘oted"mother, [Ch. Intel,

INTEGRITY.-—Integrity is a great and
| ommendable virtue. A man of integrity
| Watrue man,abold man,and a steady man,
“heis to be trusted and relied upon. No
- bribes can eorrupt him, no fear daunt him ;

his word is slow in coming, but sure. He
shines brightest in the fire, and his friend
hears of hin most, when he most needs him.

is courage grows with danger, and con-
fuers opposition by constancy. Ashe can-
not be flattered or frightened into that he
dislikes, so he hates flattery and temporis-
iirin others. He runs ith truth and not
the times-—vwith right, and not with might,

Controversy.~~A man who is fond of dis-

puting, will in time, have few friénds to dis-
pﬂte Wiﬂl. . .

_Specifics,—1It is said that a dry bean will
extract the poison from a wound made by a
rusty nail. “The beun must be split, and one
half, the flower side applied to the wound,
lotting it remnin until itdrops off, when the
poison will be extracted. Rubbing a wart
with a green bean is snid to be a certain cure
for these ugly excrescences. The Newark
Mecssengeravers that in both instances, the
beau is much more potent than witcheraft,
which we do ot doubt.

Sireagth of Human Muscles.---Robert
Francais Damiens, who utten:pted the assas-
sination of Louis XV. in 1767, after suf-
fering the most unheard of tortures, was sen-
tenced to be drawn_in quarters by four
horses. Batalthough they exerted their en-
tire strength, by drawing'in four directions
upon his Ti

imbs, for fifty minutes, the mus-
cles were not torn from their attuchmnents ;
and bewg still alive, the executioners were
obliged to cut the tendous with a knife, i
order to answer the law, which was that the
criminal’s body shuuld be drawn in quarters.
Precisely the same course wasresoried to in
the case of Ravaillac,who assussinated Heury
the IV, the horses being unable to dismem-
ber the criminal’s body.

e ——————
PROSPECTUS.
THE CHRISTIAN GLEANER,
NEW SERIES,

Is intended like the furmer serics, to be
an independent religious periodical, having
for itschiefobject m itsselections—To mves.
tigate and entorce the truths of revelation as
the Bible itself reveals them—and to dis-
criminate and disentangle them from the
speculations, and m :taphysical subtletses of
system makers of Theology, with which
theyaresooften coafounded and disfigured—
To expose the cvils of sectarianism—and
to promote in its stead the union of all
Christians upon a Scriptural foundation,—
Toincite to the knowledge, behef, and prae-
tice of the Apostles’ doctrine-—~The resto-
ration of primitive christianity.

Among the variety of appeals on almost
every subject of importance now continual-
ly teeming from the Press on both sides of

the Atlantic, so stnbingly marking the
signs of the times, and the enquiring spirit of
the age, few diave been urged with more
weight than  have been many on the
j topics above alluded to—nor have any with
Juster pretensions,
motives, claimed from any class of men
an impartial hearing, than do some of those
from Christians—whether we regard the
superior importance of their subjects, or the
number, scriptural knowledge, and acknow-
ledged talents, and piety, of those engaged in
theirinvestigation— Party prejudice insome,
indifference in others, unhappily concur
with other causes to make these writings to
be neglected by, or inaccessible fo meny in

athil .country—aad. their sentiments and

TR

or with more mmposing f

merits liable to be misunderstood, or
misrepresented, and their failings real or
ihagined to be magnified.

The design of this Miscellany as far as
possible, exempts its conductors from any
wish or temptation to prejudge or discouns
tenance any inquiry as te what 1s truth,

The Gleaner theiefore, seleeting its ma-
| terials irrespective of party creeds, or sty
motives, equally from any sowrce—~und re-
ferring 1ts selections to the test—not of the
systemnatic theology of any  schoel, but
to the Neniptures alone, to e approvel, or
“condemned, adopted, or rejected tecording
to 1ts wnenting decision—wil cishody in ane
volume nruch diversifiedinformution'on sut, .
Jects of ull others the most important ana ig-
| teresting to men—and ata cheap and zecess
i sible rate, enable any (who o not beheve
j that ignorance 1s the muiher of devotion,
and thut 1o g1ow 30 grace 1s unconnvetsd
with growing 1w knowledge of the divine
will ;) to give these subjects unpathal
consideration —and m reference o these, uu-
derstandiogly and justly to comply witn
the divine mjunction contamed 1n 143 niottom—

“Proveall things— hotd G that whieh is goed.?

The Christian Gleaner, new serics—uwill
be published in monthly numbers each con-
taung 24 pages, on good paper and of this
type— twelve numbers to constitutea volume
—The price of a volume will be Five Shil-
liugs payable at any time before the delivery
uof the sccond number, or s, if payment
be delayed beyond that peripd,

Balifax, 10th Dec, K "

U Subscriptions wi
Drug Store of Mn Mg nylor, at the
Stationary Store of Megsre, A. & W. Mac.
Linlay, and at the Prigiting Office of H, .
Blackadar. v

sived at the

The ship John Porter arsived last evening
i 30 days from Liverpool, bringing Lon-
don Papers tu the sth and Liverpool to the. _
: Gth December.—She has made the passage
i;rom hence to Liverpool and back in 67
¢ ays. .
The French Papers continue to speeit-
late at considerubie length, on the possibility
of a general war, as q consequence of the
differences with the U. States. Some of
them persist in the belicf that « treaty of
' political alliance between Russia and the
‘ U. States is on the eve of being signed, and
they already caleulafe fhe gmount of mara-
‘ time force wkich the two Powers may put
orth against France, This Jorce they
gonceive, is likely to be_increased dy some
ships of war that the King of Sardinmiu s
smd to huve put in commission wn the portef
Genoa, and elsewchere, taking it Jor granted
that Jis Sardian Majesty will be prevailed
upon to join in the ~ommercial crusade
against France. The King of Holland, it
is supposed, could hardly resist the tempio~
tion of suck a league.
Tke packet Siar, Binney, sasled Jren
| Falmouth 7tk Nov. Jor this  pord, ;
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