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LIFE SONGS

By Gordon V. Thompson

Ten new and popular sacred numbers,
which are meeting with great success.
Canadian Edition will reach 200,000.
Very useful for Sunday School or Church.
All are arranged for solo or chorus sing-
ing. Samples of music sent free. Special
rates to choirs. Agents wanted.

s |-00 the Set Gorpbon V.Tnou?oou

Write us regarding our latest Anniversary Music

THOMPSON PUBLISHING COMPANY

37 Richmond West, Toronto Medicine Hat

Get Our New Catalogue

Just ready, our new Library Catalogue, best of its kind
ever published in Canada. Eighty-four pages, graded
and classified, fully illustrated, nearly every book fully
described, makes a splendid guide for any one purchas.

ing books.
LW SEND FOR A COPY TO-DAY

McCLELLANL & GOODCHILD

Experts in Sabbath School Library Needs.
42 ADELAIDE STREET WEST TORONTO, CANADA
L Telephone MAIN 7696

Please mention Tux Tracuzrs MowtaLY when writing to advertisers
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The Pocket Testament League

a movement for reading and carrying God’s Word, which has spread throughout
the world in a wonderful manner. Over 100,000 members in three years. The
Sunday School Times says, ‘The narrative is one of the most remarkable
evidences since the days of Pentecost, of the eager desire and unswerving purpose
of the Holy Spirit to use the Word of God in evangelizing the world.”

For a description of the League read

THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE
AROUND THE WORLD

By GEO. T. B. DAVIS
Paper, Illustrated, 25 cents

As recommended by the Chapman-Alexander Mission
This book gives a graphic account of the origin and launching of the move-

ment, and of the wonderful results which have been obtained through the
transforming power of the Word ; also, full instructions as to the starting of a

League.
LEAGUE PICTORIAL TESTAMENT
A beautiful pocket edition containing 33 illustrations—17 in color and 16
in black and white. Size 3 inches x 4% incixes x 4 inch. The pictures are made by
Harper and Clark, who spent months in the Holy Land. arper taught Queen
Alexandra painting, and when the books first came out in a slightly different
form the Queen bought 100 copies for her friends. The Testaments are bound

in cloth, with a colored picture on the cover.
Price 20¢. each, po: t paid, or $15.00 per 100. Carriage extra.

LEAGUE LEATHER TESTAMENT

Just issued for Pocket Testament League. A wonderful achievement in
Testament making. Large, clear type in a little book that fits the vest pocket,
and can be carried in a lady’s purse. Soft, flexible leather binding in brown,
green and purple, with colored frontispiece. Price 35¢. each post paid.

While any kind of a Testament may be used by those who join the League,
the above have been specially prepared, and contain the membership pledge

printed on the inside cover.

LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP CARDS
Containing the membership pledge, and giving suggestions for members.
50 cents per hundred.

Publisher and

Wi“iam Bl'iggS, Bookseller

29-37 RICHMOND ST. WEST  :: 8 it TORONTO

Please mention Taw Teaceers MonTeLY when writing to advertisers
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Opportunities for, service often come to us
like princes who travel incognito; their
greatness is concealed. But the loving
heart will make the eye keen to see and the
hand quick to do the helpful deed that the
moment requires, leaving the results in
God's keeping.

Nature is crammed with proofs of God's
power and wisdom, of His majesty and might.
But only the revelation that culminates in
Jesus Christ can give us the certainty that
God loves, and loves all mankind. Those
who know God in Christ can, with unskaken
confidence, proclaim His love to people of
every race and clime.

Full of suggestion is the use in the Bible of
fire, that purest and most ethereal element,
as a symbol of God. It points to the divine
energy, always active, now in creation, now
in the ordering and controlling of the physical
universe, and most wonderfully in the redeem-
ing of the world ; to His irresistible might,
the security and confidence of all who trust
Him ; to His ineffable holiness, with its
twofold aspect of love towards good and
hatred towards evil.

b
“Scholars of Heavenly Grace”

Two of the early Moravian missionaries to
the West Indies were the physically frail
Saxon tailor, Gottlieb Israel, and his com-
panion Feder. Nearing St. Thomas, the ship
that carried them was wrecked, and the
faithless crew immediately abandoned it in
the only lifeboat. With some negroes, the
two missionaries sought to save themselves
on the rocks against which the vessel had
been shattered, hoping from there to reach
the land. At last, Feder tried to pass over
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the stones between the reef and the shore ;

but he fell into the water, and was thrown

with the full force of the surge against the
rocks.

“ And what didst thou then ? ” Israel was
afterwards asked. ‘ Then,” he replied, ‘1
sang the verse :

‘ Where are ye, ye scholars of heavenly grace,
Companions of the cross of our Lord ?
Your hallowed pathway where may we trace,
Be it at home or abroad ?

Ye breakers of strongholds, where are ye

found ?

Rocks and dens, and the wild waste ground,

The isles of the heathen, the furious waves,—
These are from of old your appointed graves’.”

Ours may not be the lot of the missionary
or the martyr. But if we are * scholars of
heavenly grace”, we shall cultivate the spirit
that makes missionaries and martyrs. In our
humbler place we shall be imitators of their
devotion and self-sacrifice.

Y
Stand Still
By Rev. J. E. Thompson, B.A.

There are few things more difficult than
to stand still. Tt is easier to train men to
march in order, than to stand in line. When
a photograph is being taken, many find it
difficult to stand or even sit still. Standing
orders are always less welcome than marching
orders. At Waterloo, Wellington ordered
certain regiments to form and wait, and they
waited all day. It was while they stood that
their triumph was won.

Though it is hard to stand still, circum-
stances arise when nothing else can be done.
It was so with Israel at the Red Sea. They
were not able to effect their deliverance, yet
they were delivered. All they did was to
stand still, at God’s command, and see it
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done. And there are times in life when,
pressed by foes behind and threatened by
dangers ahead, we know not what to do.
Every year finds the most of us in a number
of seemingly impossible situations. Yet our
experience has been that there is always a
way of escape, often an unexpected way.
When we are helpless, help is given ; when we
stand still, breathless with fear, the way opens

There is a saying that those who think
twice often fail to act once ; and that may be
nothing to their discredit. It is possible to
be over-prudent, to have resolution stifled by
reflection. Few are guilty of that. Rather
do we rush forward without first standing
still, without considering the end from the
beginning. ‘“ Our indiseretion sometimes
serves us well ” ; but many times it serves us
ill. Before undertaking any enterprise, the
Romans were wont to consult their oracles
to learn heaven's will. Their practice has
its lesson for those who own a better creed.

At the beginning of the Christian life,
many are obliged to stand still before going
forward. There is a way opened, the way of
the cross. No deliverance is so marvelons
as the loosing of a soul from its fetters ; and
those who have shared it take no credit to
themselves. They do not save themselves ;
they are saved. Salvation, whether from
foes external or internal, belongs to the Lord.

But the Christian life, once begun, must
be nurtured “ till Christ be formed " in us.
How ? *“*Work out your own salvation”,
says Paul, which, of course, is necessary.
But it is not everything ; for God it is who
“ worketh in you”. It is He who sanctifies,
making it necessary to wait as well as strive.
When the day’s ministry was done, Jesus
was wont to retire to the Mount of Olives ;
and “ it is enough for the disciple that he be
as his Master.”

There are times when the lot of many is
hard and their cup of trouble full ; when their
days are nights and their nights are without a
star, obliging them to stand still, helpless in
themselves. But not for long. There is a
way opened, a way of life. God is “a very
present help in trouble.” Therefore, will not
we fear. Whatever comes, there will be a
way of escape. ‘‘I will make darkness light
before them and crooked things straight.”
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And this confidence in God, confirmed by
countless deliverances, should banish all fear,
even of death itself. The God who has been
our Guide will not fail us at the end. “1I
will fear no evil, for Thou art with me.” The
way out will be the way home.

Cheltenham, Ont.

b

The Right Way
By Rev. P. M. MacDonald, M.A.

In one of the stateliest of the Psalms, the
theme is the redemption of the Israelites from
Egypt. The singer says that God * led them
forth by the right way.” Subsequent history
amply justifies this statement.

God's way is always right. It is not always
the shortest, nor the straightest, nor the sun-
niest way ; but it is always * the right way"".
This is the supreme concern. What good is
there to be had by walking on a sunny and
straight road that takes you far from home
and friend and peace ? It is the end of a
way that proves the way. Whither does it
bring you? Let it be dark and steep and
rough ; let the winds rage upon it and the
storms beat there ; let it wind and twist, it
matters not, if it leads to the heart’s true
home.

The way from Egypt to Canaan by which
Israel went was tortuous and torturing.
What might have been accomplished in a few
hours took years. Famine and foe ravaged
the ranks of the people that were being led to
the “ land of milk and honey . For forty
yearning years these weary pilgrims traveled
the desert road before they came to their
haven. Knowing all their varying and pain-
ful experiences, this word of the Psalmist
seems strange. How was it possible that such
a way was the right way ? Well, ‘“ Heaven
doth with us as men with candles do,—not
light them for themselves.” By these liber-
ated people, God was going to found a nation
to do a great work for Him. They were not
freed to rush into idle ease in a fat land, but
to serve the high purposes of God in finally
carrying blessing to all nations of the earth.
The tyranny of Pharoah had crushed the
spirit of these toilers. God needed a brave
and independent people for His work in the
land of promise, and so the right way tc take
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them to that land was the roundabout and
rough one He chose. The long march
welded them into a compact and compelling
force. It brought out sterling qualities that
told mightily in the later days of conquest,
when they entered upon their inheritance.
It taught them to fall back upon God in times
of difficulty and danger. Surely it was the
right way by which He led them home.
Sometimes we come upon a life that has
heavy burdens to bear. Disappointment,
grief and pain in a measure far beyond the
usual are assigned to this one. The years go
slowly on, and the burdens are bravely borne.
One by one they presently begin to drop away,
and the bowed head is lifted in days of comfort.
Then the tried and sorrow-taught one begins
to teach his fellow men. From the full store
he has gathered on the hard way he trod, he
brings forth to his hearers and they are helped.
The right way is the way that makes life
hetter for others.
Toronto

Y

Sin's Remedy
By Rev. John H. MacVicar, D.D.

Sin is an appalling fact. We cannot afford
to be satisfied with make-believe remedies
for it. R. L. Stevenson, in his Fable of the
Yellow Paint, pictures a man who allowed
himself to be daubed all over with a myster-
ious pigment under the delusion that it would
make him sin-proof, only to find that in spite
of it he had violated the most serious require-
ments of the Decalogue. That his paint
remained uncracked through it all did not
ward off punishment.

Without justice, the moral fabric of the
universe would collapse. Hence, the hardest
part of the problem to provide sin’s remedy
rests with God. In the full exercise of His
wisdom and power and love He supplies a
remedy that enables Him to be at once just
and mereiful : for in the atonement He finds
away of satisfying fully the strictest demands
of justice, and at the same time of exhibiting
His love.

The infinite pain God feels at sin expresses
itself in the voluntary offering of Christ.
" The dark line in God’s face”, caused by His
abhorrence of sin, disappears in the face of
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Jesus Christ, of whom it is said, “ He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement
of our peace was upon Him ; and with His
stripes we are healed.”

The question arises : How has Christ
wrought out the remedy of sin ? The simplest
answer is, by dying. “ He died for our sins,
according to the scriptures.” The sense in
which that is to be understood is perhaps best
found in the statement that “ all sinless as
He was, God’s condemnation of our sin came
upon Him.” Christ's death stands by itself.
There is nothing like it in the universe. It is
the case, as Dr. Denney puts it, of “ a sinless
One submitting to the doom of sin ”, not on
His own account, but on ours.

Yet, if Christ, in fulfilment of the purpose
of the Father, supplies the remedy of sin by
dying for us, we on our part, can only use
the remedy hy living in Him. “ Ye know ”,
writes the apostle, “ that He was manifested
to take away our sins.” Then he adds that
any one who abides in Him ‘ cannot sin,
because he is born of God”. To abide in
Christ is to live the victorious life that gains
dominion over sin.

The atonement, then, has its real power and
efficacy as a remedy for sin through the
operation of the subtle principle embodied
in an old catechism which says, * Christ is
not another Person from His people pro-
perly.” Identify yourself with Him, by vital
union, and you move in the heart of the truth
and power of the atonement. You may not
understand it—you may even misunderstand
it—but after all it is not ybur understanding
of the atonement that makes it effective as
sin’s remedy ; it is your union with Christ.

New Glasgow, N.S.

)

The Teacher’s Language

The English language contains upwards
of a hundred thousand words. A teacher of
fair intelligence may understand ten thou-
sand. A child under fifteen years, is accre-
dited with the meaning of fifteen hundred,
and to this narrow range a teacher must
confine himself, if he would cause the learner
to know perfectly. Not only must the
teacher of the Primary Department remem-

R s I T . o

e R S ST B

B

e

PR P Sy B
> - P P A T W N L

e e b b

- R A




158

ber this, but teachers of adults must bear in
mind that the great mass of people go to
school, only till they reach the age for work,
and that their language is limited to a few
thousand words ; and the teacher must ge'
on a level with his class if he would truly
teach. An olu preacher used to say, * Place
the food in reack of the lambs ", and if you
have a college graduate in your class and the
rest have had only a public school education,
use language suited to -the latter and the
former will also be served.

A teacher should only use words the mean-
ing of which is understood, but all words
used should be distinetly spoken in order to
be correctly understood by the learner. The
child who memorized that *‘ manchefand
was to glorify God " knew as little as the one
who never saw the fitst question of the
Catechism.

A teacher to be successful must constantly
and carefully study the language of the class,
to become acquainted with the meaning the
class attaches to the words it uses. This he
can best accomplish by having the class ask
questions freely, and by having them give
the substance of the les:on in their own
language. If words are used incorrectly,
let the teacher kindly and earefully point out
the defect and help the child to gain a clear
idea, and at the same time add a word to his
vocabulary.

Again, a teacher should use only short,
simple sentences. If what has been said
is not clearly understood, repeat in simpler
language if possible, making the point per-
fectly clear before taking up another. ‘“ Make
haste slowly " is a good maxim for the Sunday
School cluss.—Exchange

)

The Making of a Sabbath School Teacher
By Principal William Scott, B.A.
II. BisLE StUDY

Good teachers are the one essential require-
ment of every Sunday School. They arouse
interest, secure attention, preserve order,
prevent trouble, and lead their pupils directly
to the feet of their Lord. In the making of
a good teacher, second only to the right kind
of personality which is to be fashioned into a
teacher, is knowledge of the subject he is to
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teach ; for no one can teach what “e does
not know.

Thorough and accurate knowledge pro-
duces a wonderful effect in the class room.
It wins esteem, awakens interest, secures
diligence, holds attention, and w.rouses effort.
The pupils have confidence in the teacher
whose mind iz enriched with a broad, genervus
grasp of the subject he is to teach, and so
obedience and order follow as a matter of
course.

First hand knowledge enables the teacher
of religious truth to speak with suthority,
It causes him to believe because he cannot do
otherwise, and the belief of tire teacher infects
the pupil. Thus he arouses the inner voice
in the dept! s of the child’s own soul, and helps
him to find the truth. This teacher courts
questions, because he feels he can help the
inquiring mind.

For these reasons the Sabbath School
teacher should be a constant student of the
Bible. The words of the Bible can only
speak to us when they speak in us, when they
awaken us to receive the truths therein re-
vealed. This can only happen when, through
study, meditation, self-examination and
prayer, our minds are prepared to receive
the good seed. Without such preparation
and careful application of Bible truth to life,
its truths are meaningless.

The teacher of first hand knowledge has no
difficulty in impressing his scholars with the
idea that he speaks what he knows and wit-
nesses of the things which he has seen ; and
when this is the case, he will never lack for
an audience. If he is to teach the things he
knows and feels and understands, then he
must study the Book that contains these
truths. He must study the Bible itself for
himself, that he may be able to bear witness
of the things he has seen. Hence the com-
mentators and Helps should be secondary to
the study of the Book itself.

If there is a story to be told, as that of
Elisha and Naaman, then the teacher must
put himself in the place of the actors. To do
this, the story must have become part of his
own being, as it were, so that he, and through
him his pupils, may realize the importance
of attention to seeming trifles, the value of
obedience to proper authority, and the result
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loes ing reward, the magnanimity of Elisha, the such incident which led to the eonversion of a !
oupidity of his servant, the justice of his young Englishman. I had done my best in i
pro- punishment. Thus the whole story illus- preparing for the evening service, but while o
Jom. tratcs the connection between csuse and preaching and recalling the line of thought TP
ures effect. The teacher can accomplish this only previously planned and thought out, there 3
fort. when he is familiar with the life of Elisha flashed before my mind the picture of a young S
cher and has read and re-read the story and medi- man leaving his home in the old land and ; q
Tous tated upon it, so that every incident, however parting with his mother. I described the . ‘; i
d so trivial, is known, and its bearing upon the scene, the mother with the tears in her eyes, ] g §.
w of truth to be taught clearly understood. A and in her voice, her arms around the lad’s ) : !
continuous reading of the Bible, that is, a neck, while her wet.cheek was pressed against ‘g :
\cher reading from the beginning to the end, is the his, as she pleaded with him to promise her 5 N
yrity. best means of obtaining a clear understanding  that he would aeither drink nor gamble, that ¥y p
ot do of its truths. This can almost be accom- he would never degrade, but always honor, .,.;i: ]
\fects plished in a year by reading three chapters of womanhood, and that he would write to her _{f"v
voice the Old Testament each working diy and five often. I described her watching through l% 1
helps chapters of the New Testament eal: Sunday. her tears, until the conveyance v hich bore a' ¢
ourts Our work makes us. Every duty, tully, him aws— was out of sight. Then I asked bt 3 4
p the freely and earnestly done, fits us for larger, the young men if this fitted into any of their '!
nobler duties. Whoever undertakes a noble lives, and, if so, had they kept the vows. i §
ichool enterprise and works earnestly for its accom- A few days later, a young Englishman ‘ i
»f the plishment, grows towards its greatness. The came to see me, and told me his story. He i:s.}
only Sabbath School teacher who puts his whole had lost all through drink and gambling, lost g
1 they heart and conscience into his endeavor, will his position and was almost destitute of It
in re- mold himself into a larger, nobler nature, clothing. On the night referred to another i §
\rough and be more benefited than any one else. young man had asked him to com2 to the 31
Fo: this there must be earnest, persistent church, as it was more comfortable than the
eceive Bible Study. How else is the teacher to boarding-house. He came, and was shown j
iration obtain that spiritual grace, that fragrance into the front seat of the gallery opposite the it
to life, of manner, that inspiring personality which pulpit. He told me that as I described the 3 '

impresses those with whom he has to deal, parting scene, the cold chills ran through him,
has 0o that he js a “man of God " ? for the picture was true in its details. He
ith the Normal School, Toronto could see his mother's sad face, he could feel
Wd wit- e the'pres;l\:lm l;)i' ll:ex' ?{and, l;;]t(;dhthe ll:ot; bez.u's
against his cheek. e co ear her voice
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ack for b above that of the preacher. Yes, he was the
ings he By Rev. William Patterson, D.D. man, the breaker of vows and the disregarder
hen he General Assembly’s Evangelist of promises, the false son of a true mother,
3 these IV. Give TaE Spirit THE RiGHT OF WAY and yet he was sure that the preacher was
self for In winning souls, I think it is essential that ignorant of his existence, and had never heard
witness the Spirit of God should have the right of way. of the sacred parting scene in dear old
e com- [ It certainly is the duty of every teacher and England.
dary to preacher to do his very best in preparing for Surely it was the voice of God to him. He
the class room or pulpit, by reading, study hearkened, he thought on his way, he turned
that of and prayer. But after we have done our to the God of his mother. The next morning
or must best we must leave room for the Holy Spirit he sought a position and found one, and some
To do who will, on some occasions, cause us to one sent him clothing. He united with the
tt of his forget passages which we considered good Y.P.S.C.E., and many a time I heard him
through and will lead us to say things we had not speak to the edification of the Society, though
portance before thought of. he often put the H’s in where they did not
value of I have often had experiences such as I have belong, and left them out where they should

e result referred to. To illustrate, I will narrate one have been in. Every fall he brought a load
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of stuff, flour and such like, to be distributed
among the poor. When I last heard of him,
he was still growing in grace and letting his
light shine, so that others might find the way
to his mother’s God and his God.

Surely the Spirit will guide us and show
us what to do and say in the critical hour,
if we give Him the right of way.

London, Ont.

b Y

What the Superintendent Can Do for the
Sabbath School
By Rev. J. W. McIntosh, M .A.

The facetious person may suggest that the
best thing many a superintendent can do is
to resign. We note the suggestion only to
introduce the remark that the sufficient
apology for holding this, or any other, office
is not the length of time one has already
served, much less the opportunity it affords
for sclf-display, but the simple fact that no
one better qualified can be secured. The
superintendent who survives this test can
do a fourfold work for his School :

1. He can make it a live School. In Sab-
bath School work dulness is fatal. It in-
evitably breeds inattention, disorder, indif-
ference and alienation. The superintendent
sets the pace, and must “step lively”. Note-
worthy factors in creating and maintaining
interest are inflexible punctuality, both in
opening and closing the service ; brevity and
variety in the desk exercises ; massing the
scholars for <inging and reading, and the
selection f bright and familiar hymns.

2. He can direct its energies wisely. ‘‘ We
never reach a goal from which we do not first
set out.” The superint~ndent must appre-
ciate the functions of the Sabbath School and
impress these on all his associaties. He can
quicken or confirm the conviction in officers
and scholars that they are organized to aid
the home in its work of nurture, to secure
and train enthusiastic recruits for the church,
and to render effective service in making
Christ known to all mankind. It will be the
fault of the superintendent if the School is not
regarded as an aid to the home, a tributary of
the church, and a generator of missionary zeal.

3. He can so modify conditions as to obtain
the best possible results from the energies of his
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executive staff. It is his privilege to arrange
the classes in the most satisfactory way ;
to introduce such grading as suits the condi-
tions of his School ; to provide every class
with Supplemental Leaflets, at the same time
explaining and supervising the prosecution of
this fundamental work. He can also give
due publicity to achievements in memorizing,
as for instance by making the presentation
of the Assembly’s Certificates and Diplomas
an annual feature of one of the regular ser-
vices of the church. In short, the superin-
tendent may know and introduce every
method thet experience and wisdom com-
mend.

4. He can pave the way for increased effi-
ciency. Every wise superintendent knows
that the suecess of his School depends chiefly
upon the quality of his teachers. At the
outset he must be content with the best that
are available, but he should forthwith proceed
to create a type that conforms to his ideal.
With a host of far-seeing superintendents and
the unequaled Standard Courses provided by
our Assembly, it is not too much to expect
that we shall soon have at least one Teacher
Training Class in every up-to-date School.

Thus, by their contributions of life, aim,
methods and foresight, our superintendents
can render a service, the value of which only
eternity can unfold.

Mitchell, Ont.

.

The Supplemental Hymn
By Rev. John Somerville, D.D.

Horatius Bonar, the author of “I heard
the voice of Jesus say "', Hymn 138, Book of
Praise, the Supplemental Hymn for the
Quarter, was born in Edinburgh in 1808
From the Edinburgh High School he entered
the University, and after graduating, he
entered the divinity classes under Dr. Chal-
mers. From him he got an impulse to pro-
claim a free and full salvation in simplicity.
Edward Irving directed him into the study of
prophecy which he continued all his life.

His first charge was Kelso. Its beauty
awoke and nurtured his poetic faculty.
His work allowed him time for study and the
cultivation of his literary and poetic gifts.
In 1866 he was called to Chalmers’ Memorial
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(‘hurch, Edinburgh, where he ministered till
his death in 1889. He was profoundly
evangelical, dwelling in the deep things of
scripture and religious experience. Daily he
watcbed and longed for his Lord’s return. He
wrote many hymns, tco many in fact. Some
of them are among the finest and most widely
used in the English language. Sixteen have
a place in the Presbyterian Book of Praise.
Of the twenty-eight best hymn books in use
among all denominations, twenty-seven of
them contain the hymn we are considering.

This hymn sets forth the soul’s crying need,
and how the need is met in Christ when a full
surrender is made. Three aspects of the
need are depicted. There is revealed also the
poet’s deeply spiritual nature. He appears
as one listening for his Lord. He combines
in himself all the weary, worn and sad ones,
that they, with himself, may hear the voice
of Jesus tell how every variety of need is met
“in Him"”. The key of the hymn is the
expression ‘‘ in Him"”. The poet gathers into
the compass of a single stanza great breadths
of seripture reference and suggestion. Jesus
calls the weary and when in complete sur-
render, just as they are, they come, they find
rest and gladness ‘“ in Him".

Again, he gathers into himself all parched
souls that thirst for God, and bids them
listen with him for the voice. How skilfully
in a few lines he gives the very essence of
psalm, evangelical prophet, story of the
woman of Samaria, and the scene of the last
great day of the feast in the Gospel of John.
When the soul yields it is revived, and full
satisfaction is found ““in Him”.

Once more, in the darkness of the night of
sin the ery goes up for light. As he turns his
face to Jesus, he finds ““ in Him " his Morning
Star of the dawning, and his Sun of Right-
eousness of the high neon of religious experi-
ence and satisfaction.

This hymn is not prayer and not praise in
the penerally accepted meaning of these
teems. It is rather, like the 103rd Psalm,
the expression of a saved soul leaning on the
bosom of Jesus, and there breathing out the
love and gladness and perfect satisfaction it
finds in Him. This is highest praise and
deepest prayer.

Toronto

The Sunday School and Missions
By Rev. William A. Brown
Missionary Superintendent, International
Sunday School Association

The Missionary Department is a regularly
organized Department of the International
Sunday School Association, with a Com-
mittee composed of ten members, and a
Superintendent. In less than a year, Mis-
sionary Superintendents have been appointed
in more than one-half of the United States
and the Provinces of Canada. Similarly
Superintendents are to be appointed in all
County and Township or District Sunday
School Associations. These will seek to
secure a representative Missionary Committee
or Department in each Sunday School, whose
duty it shall be to conserve the awakening
missionary interest and to encourage a larger
missionary response, by carrying out the fol-
lowing suggested policy :

1. Adequate Missionary Instruction, of
such nature as shall not only acquaint the
gmwing generation with the message we

ave for the world and the obligation that
rests upon us to give that message to all
people, but also create the atmosphere in
which missionary devotion and enthusiasm
may live and grow.

2. Definite Missionary Prayer, which shall
train the church that is to be to the holy
ministry of intercession and discover anew
the forgotten secret of power and of peace.
For prayer is not a form but a force ; and
the spiritual soon fades out of the life of
the man who does not pray.

3. Systematic Missionary Giving, liftiniu
a compelling note of stewardship which shall
find the full measure of Christian giving
to be the measure of sacrifice. All giving
that is genuinely Christian is with propor-
tion, progression and perspective. * This
racealso "’ is vi*al to Christian character,
or we only really grow as we give, and live
as we love.

4. Practical Missionary Activities. 1t will
always be true that we learn to do by
doing. And the Sunday Schools of to-day
rightly used will become the greatest mis-
sionary force in the Christianization of
North America and of the world. The
Sunday School now presents the easiest
Christian approach to the foreign speaking
citizens.

5. Enlisting Missionary Recruits. Doubt-
less few young people haﬁpily environed
by a warm appreciative Christian atmos-
8 ere and well trained in the high ideals of
hristian living, leave the teen age with-
out seriously facing the call to the ministry
or missionary service. And to cultivate the
spirit of consecration for personal service
would alone justify the work of a strong

Missionary Committee in every Sunday
School.
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In the beginning of the modern missionary
enterprise, the students came from the famous
Haystack Prayer Meeting for the Christian
conquest of the world with the cry, “ We can
do it if we will.” The Student Volunteers of
a later generation, with equal devotion to
their Master, exclaim, “ The evangelization
of the world in this generation.” And now
the men of the Church, inspired by the chal-
lenge of these young men and women from
the colleges, say, *‘ We can do it and we will.”

The Teachers Monthly
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Yet the Christless multitudes still await Him
whose coming shall make all things new. For
the world will only be evangelized in that
generation in which the teachers of its youth
determine that it shall be done ! So largely
into the hands of Sunday School leaders has
God given the gracious privilege of speeding
the dawn of His high and holy day, when
“ the earth shall be full of the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”
Chicago

HOW THE WORK GOES ON

There are in the United Kingdom 7,000,000
Sunday School scholars and 700,000 teachers.

The Thirteenth International Sunday
Schoo! Convention at San Francisco, June
22-26. The total number of delegates pro-
vided for is 2,214.

There are 30,000 Suriday Schools on the
continent of Europe as a result of missionary
work begun by the English Sunday School
Union fifty years ago.

The centenary of the death of Robert
Raikes, the founder of modern Sunday
Schools, falls on April 5 of this year. In
July, 1780, he opened in Gloucester, England,
the first school on Sunday for the instruction
of children.

Iceland is one of the most thoroughly
Christian lands on earch. Instruetion in the
Bible is general and thorough. Yet the first
Sunday School was organized there only last
summer. It is anticipated, however, that
there will soon be one in every community.

A Presbyterian Summer School wili be held,
during the week August 21 to 28 next, at
Geneva Park on Lake Couchiching, near
Orillia, Ont. Classes will be conducted for
the study of the Bible and of the various de-
partments of the church’s work. Sunday
School Problems, Teacher Training and Mis-
sions in th2 Sunday School are among the
subjects on the programme.

In the year 1897, Rev. J. E. Watts-Ditch-
field became vicar of the poor East-end par-
ish of London, St. James the Less. At that
time about 50 worshipers attended the ser-
vices in the church. Now, mainly as a result
of the labors of the devoted vicar, there is
an attendance of 2,000, and a Sunday School
of 1,400, with 117 teachers.

A conference recently held in London,
England, of denominational representatives
interested in Sunday School work recom-
mended the formation of a National Teacher
Training Board, with a view of co-ordinating
the various systems of teacher training now
being conducted throughout that country
by the different denominations.

St. Paul’s Church Sunday School, Frederic-
ton, N.B., has three scholars who aftended
every Sabbath during the year 1910, one who
has made a continuous record for two con-
secutive years, four for three years, four for
four years, and one for five years. These
were awarded the Robert Raikes Diploma
with appropriate seals. Can any other
School or Schools furnish a parallel ? Let
us hear.

285,000 Sunday Schools in the world to-
day. 28,000,000 persons in the Sunday
School. 800 Sunday School members join the
church for every day of the 365 days of the
year. In the past three years, a gain of
30,000 Sunday Schools, and 3,000,000 mem-
bers. In other words, a gain of a million
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members a year, or 20,000 members every
Sunday. From two and a half to three mil-
lion men and young men in the Sunday School
of North America.

The Sunday School Council of Evangelical
Denominations of the United States and
(Canada has recommended the following
standard of excellence for Sunday Schools :

1. Cradle Roll.

2. Home Department.

. Organized Adult Bible Class,

. Teacher Training.

. Graded Instruction.

. Missionary Instruction and Offering.

. Definite Decision for Christ Urged.

. Offering for Denominational Sunday
School Work.

“ See Double U, DoubleSee | C, W.C.C.”
stands for Church Workers' Correspondence
Courses. Four such courses are being plan-
ned in the Presbyterian Church in the United
States (South), namely : Elementary Course
for Sunday School Teachers, leading to a
certificate ; Advanced Course for Sunday
School Teachers, leading to a diploma ; For
Sunday School Superintendents ; and For
Leaders of Young People’s Societies, *‘ Text-
books will be furnished and lessons assigned.
Written work by students will be strictly
examined and graded. Individual sugges-
tions will be made, and a spirit of inquiry
encouraged at every step.”

A letter enclosing a cheque of eight dollars,
being a contribution from the pupils of the

Lesson Calendar
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Round Lake Indian Mission School, for the
Children’s Day Fund, says: “ Th: children
have earned their mite, some by extra sewing,
mending, scrubbing, others by gardening,
helping in the harvest field, picking berries,
sawing wood. It has taken some time before
they were able to send the amount they
wished to. The pupils of our School are
much interested in Children’s Day, and long
before the day arrives, learn to repeat the
scripture passages correctly, and to sing
the hymns. Maay of these little Indian
children have accepted Jesus as their Saviour,
and are becoming witnesses to their own
people.”

A congregation in Iowa, in preparing to
build a new church, has decided to make
the Sunday School the central point of the
whole structure. The following instructions
have been given to the architects of the build-
ing :—

“QOur church building enterprise centres
on the need of better caring for our young
people, both in the Bible School arrange-
ments and in the social features designed to
hold them to the church. Our ambition is,
first of all, to provide an ideal arrangement
of the rooms for our Bible School. We be-
lieve a transition era has come in churc)
architecture. Protestant churches are a-
waking to the fact that eighty per cent. of their
accessions are from the Sunday School, and
the conviction has come that the department
yielding so large a percentage of return must
in the future have the very best equipment
and care that the church can furnish.”

Lesson Calendar: Second Quarter

2 Kings 5: 1-14,
Elisha’s Heavenly Defenders. 2 Kings 6 : 8-17.
Joash, the Boy King, Crowned in Judah. 2 Kings 11 : 9-20.
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Elisha Heals Naaman the Syrian.

Joash Repairs the Temple.
God’s Pity for the Heathen. Jonah 3:5 to 4: 11,
Uszziah, King cf Judah, Humbled. 2 Chronicles 26 : 8-21.
Isaiah’s Vision and Call to Service. Isaiah ch. 6.

Song of the Vineyard—Temperance Lesson.
Micah's Picture of Universal Peace.

2 Kings 12 : 4-15.

Isaiah 5 : 1-12,
Micah 4 : 1-8.

Israel’s Penitence and God’s Pardon. Hosea ch. 14.

Hezekiah's Great Passover.

2 Chronicles 30 : 13-27.

The Downfall of Samaria. 2 Kings 17 : 1-14.

Review.
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* AN ORDER OF SERVICE : Second Quarter

Opening Exercises

I. SILENCE.

II. Sincing. Hymn 138, Book of Praise.
(It is expected that this hymn from the
Supplemental Lessons will be memorized
during the Quarter.)

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“ Come unto Me and rest ;

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down,
Thy head upon My breast !

I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad ;

I found in Him a resting-place,
And He has made me glad.

III. ResponsivE SENTENCES. Isaiah 55 :
6, 7.

Superintendent. Seek ye the Lord while
He may be found,

School. Call ye upon Him while He is near:

Superintendent. Let the wicked forsake
his way,

School. And the unrighteous man his
thoughts :

Superintendent. And let him return unto
theYLord,

School. And He will have merey upon
him ;

Superintendent. And to our God,

All. For He will abundantly pardon.

IV. SiNeGiNG.

Spirit Divine ! attend our prayers,
And make this house Thy home ;
Descend with all Thy gracious powers ;
O come, great Spirit, come !
—Hymn 105, Book of Praise

V. Praver. Closing with the Lord’s
Prayer repeated in concert.

VI. BisLe Work. From the Supple-
mental Lessons.

VII. SinciNg. Psalm or Hymn selected.

VIII. ReaviNG oF LEssoN PASsAGE.

IX. Reap 1IN CoNceErr. See SPECIAL
ScripruRe ReapING in Tue TEACHERS
MoNTHLY, in connection with each Lesson.

X. Sincing. Psalm or Hymn selected.
(This selection may usually be that marked,
“ From the PRIMARY QUARTERLY ".)

Class Work

_Ll,e(‘thin be entirely undisturbed by Secretary’s or
Librarian’s distribution or otherwiue.f

| RoLL CaLy, by teacher, or, in the
older classes, the Class Secretary.

II.  OrreriNG ; which may be taken in
a class envelope, or class and report envelope.
The Class Treasurer may collect and count
the money.

III. RecitatioN. 1. Seripture Memory
Passages from the Supplemental Lessons, or
Memory Verses in Lesson Helps. 2. Cate-
chism. 3. The Question on Missions from
the Supplemental Lessons.

IV. Lgesson Stupy.

Closing Exercises
SiNgINGg. Psalm or Hymn selected.
II.  PrAYER.

III. REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S
Desk ; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one or more of the fol-
lowing items : Recitation in concert of
Verses Memorized, Catechism, Question on
Missions, Lesson Title, Golden Text and
Heads of Lesson Plan. (Do not overload
the Review : it should be pointed, brief and
bright.)

IV. Respronsive SENTENCEsS. Psalm 139:
23, 24.

Superintendent. Search me, O God, and
know my heart :

School. Try me, and know my thoughts :

Superintendent. See if there be any wicked
way in me,

School. Lead me in the way everlasting.

V. SiNeING.

Now may He who from the dead
Brought the Shepherd of the sheep,

Jesus Christ, our King and Head,
All our souls in safety keep.

May He teach us to fulfil
What is pleasing in His sight,
Perfect us in all His will,
And preserve us day and night.
—Hymn 599, Book of Praise

VI. BexepictioN or CLoSING PRAYER.

* Copies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheet may be b .d at soc. a hundred
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Lesson 1.

ELISHA HEALS NAAMAN THE SYRIAN

April 2, 1911

2 Kings 5: 1-14. Study 2 Kings, ch. 5. Read 2 Kings chs.3-5. *Commit to memory vs. 13, 14.
GOLDEN TEXT—Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for ] am God, there is none else.

~~Isaiah

1 Now Na’aman, captain of the host of the king of
Syr’ia, was a grea'. man with his master, and honour-
able, because by him the Lorp had given ! deliverance
unto Syr‘ia : he was also a mighty man 2in valour,
but he was a ‘eper. .

2 And the wyrians had gone out ¥ y companies,
and had brought away captive out o1 the land of
Is'rael & little maid ; and she waited on Na’aman's
wife.

3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my
lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria ! ¢for
he would recover him of his lepmsfr.

4 And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus
and thus said the maid that is of the land of [s’rael.

5 And the king of Sy’ria said, Go to, go, and I will
gsend a letter unto the king ~f Is‘rael. And he
departed, and took with him ten talents of silver,
and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of
raiment.

6 And he brought the letter to the king of Is’rael,
saying, ® Now when this letter is come unto thee,
behold, I have 8 therewith sent Na’aman my servant
to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.

7 And it came to pass, when the king of Is’rael
had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said,
Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man
doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy ?
? wherefore consider, l pray you, and see how he
seeketh a quarrel against me.

45: 22.

8 And it was so, when Eli’sha the man of God
fhad heard that the king of Is’rael had rent his
clothes, that he sent to the kinﬁ. saying, Wherefore
hast thou rent thv clothes ? let him come now to me,
and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.

9 So Na’aman came with his horses and with his
9 chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Eli’sha.

10 And Eli’sha sent a messenger unto him, saying,
Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy fles!
shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

11 But Na’aman was wroth, and went away, and
said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to
me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lorp his
God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover
the leper.

12 Are not M Ab’ana and Phar'par, 2rivers of
Damas’cus, better than all the waters of Is’rael ?
may I noc wash in them, and be clean ? So he turned
and went away in a rage.

13 And his servants came near, and spake unto
him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee
do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it ?
how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash,
and be clean ?

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven
times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man
of God : and his flesh came again like unto the flesh
of a little chiid, and he was clean.

Revised Version—! victory ; 2of valour; ?in bands; ¢ 'hen would he recover ; ¢ And now ; ®Omit

therewith ; 7 but consider ; 8 Omit had ; ¥ chariots ;
LESSON PLAN
1. A Cure Suggested, 1-8.
II. A Cure Promised, 9-12.
II1. A Cure Effected, 13, 14.

DAILY READINGS
(By courzsy of I. B. R. Association)

M.—Elisha heals Naaman the Syrian, 2 Kgs.

1-14. T.—Elisha heals Naaman the Syrian,
. 5:156-27. W.—Jesus heals ten lepers, Luke
11-19. Th.—Jesus touches a leper, Mark 1 :
p . F.—Prompt obedience, John 9: 1-11.
S.—All have sinned, Rom. 3 : 10-26. 8.—Healing
from sin, John 3 : 9-21.

Shorter Catechism-—Ques. 88. What are the out-
ward means whereby Christ communicateth to us the
benefits of redemption # A. The outward and ordin-
ary means whereby Christ communicateth to us
the benefits of redemption, are his ordinances,
especially the word, sacraments, and prayer; all
which are made effectual to the elect for salvation.

The Question on Missions—(CaNapiaN Pros-
LEMS : ril, The Problem of Immigration : Asiat-
ies.)—1. How many Chinese are there in Canada ?

— o e

S
]

i
9.,

-
=

0 wave ; ! Abanah ; 12 the.

Nearly 25,000, mostly on the West coast, but many
also in Eastern towns and cities. In the East, they
are chiefly in the laundry business ; but, in the West,
they are employed in many kinds of work. The
Dominion Government requires a tax of $500 from
every Chinaman coming into the country.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 138 (Supple-
mental Lesson); 129 ; 148; 23 (Ps, Sel.); 594 (from
PriMmary QUARTERLY); 126.

Special Scripture Beading—Luke 18: 11-18. (To
be read responsively or in concert by the whole
School.) It is expected that each scholar will have
his or her Bible, and so Le prepared to take part in
this reading, which may form part of the opening
exercises of the School.

Lantern Slides—For Lesson, B. 394, Naaman's
Wife and the Little Captive Maid ; B. 1073 (see v.9);
B. 1074 (see v. 13). For Question on Missions, C.
172, A Group of Toronto Chinese.

ﬂuwnlph—l’nr Lesson, Baptizing in the Jor-
dan (Underwood & Underwood, Dept. D., 62 Adelaide
Street East, Toronto), set ol 12 stereographs for
(iluarter's Lessons, $2.00: five for April, 83c. ; less
than three in one order, 20¢c. each ; stereoscopes, 85¢.,
(postage paid in all cases). In ordering please men-
tion Tae Teacuers MonTHLY,

EXPOSITION
By Rev. Professor Richard Davidson, Ph.D., Knox College, Toronto

Time and Place—Reign of Joram or Je-
horam of Israel (about B. C. 852-842), and of
Ben-hadad of Damascus; Damascus, Sa-
maria, Jordan,

Connecting Links—The event of the
chapter belongs about the middle of the ninth
century B.C., the period of the Hundred
Year's War between Israel and Damascus.
In that long struggle there were many lulls :

*The Scripture Memor,

there was evidently peace at the time of our
incident. Peace was sometimes made on
equal terms ; more often Israel had to cede
territory to Damascus or pay tribute.

I. A Cure Suggested, 1-8.

V. 1. Naaman. He was a Syrian, that is,
an Aramegan of Damascus. The Aramsans
included Israel, who had returned to Pales-
tine from Egypt, and also Moab, Ammon and

tal Leaflets ;;:ec;mmanded as a subet.i‘tut‘effor t.ho;e

of the 8
here given Sabbath by Snbguth. Their recitation leads to the obtaining of a beautiful Certificate or Diploma.
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Edom. After each had settled in its territory,
a main feature of their life for centuries was
rivalry with one another. Captain of the
host ; commander-in-chief of the army.
King of Syria ; Ben-hadad II., mentioned in
Lesson XIT., First Quarter, 1 Kgs. 20 : 12-21.
Honourable ; high in the court of Ben-hadad.
By him the Lord ; whom the writer of Kings
here regards not as the God of the Jews alone,
but as caring also for Gentiles and helping
them, though they knew Him not. Vieclory ;
(Rev. Ver.) ; literally “ deliverance " ; the
Hebrews had no word for * victory " proper.
They conceived the matter in a personal way :
a man did not win a vietory, but God ““ de-
livered " hira from his enemies. The deliver-
ance in this case may have been from Assyria.
Mighty man in valour ; a brave soldier. But
..a leper. As Naaman retained his military
command the disease cannot have reached a
very advanced stage. It is not likely, how-
ever, that the Syrians observed the same rules
of separation as the Jews (see Lev. 13 : 45,
46).

Vs. 2, 3. Syrians. .in bands (Rev. Ver.)
Officially there was peace between the two
countries, but that did not prevent raids
being made by the men of the border. A
little maid. 1. ancient warfare, even when
men were put to the sword, women were com-
Would God ; an
Prophet. .in

monly carried off alive.
expression of earnest desire.
Samaria ; Elisha : whether or not this was
his usual place of abode is not known (see
v. 9 and compare ch. 6 : 32). Recover him ;
because to the prophet was given divine power
which alone could cure leprosy.

Vs. 4-6. One (Rev. Ver. Margin, ‘* he ") ;
possibly Naaman himself. Lord ; master,—
king. Geoto,go. *“ Lose no time, go at once.”
King of Israel ; now a vassal of Ben-hadad.
Took with him. One might not go empty-
handed, and the gift must be worthy of the
giver, worthy of the receiver and worthy of the
benefit. Ten talents of silver ; each worth
about $2,000. Siz thousand pieces of gold ;
that is, gold shekels, worth about $10 each.
Ten changes of raiment ; splendid garments,
suitable to the oceasion, such as great men
are wont to give and receive in the East to-
day. I have sent Naaman, etc. (Rev. Ver.)
No doubt the letter opened with much court-
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liness, but the import was a peremptory de-
mand.

Vs. 7, 8. Rent his clothes ; like on: whom
grief had overwhelmed. He is at his wit's
end. This is Joram's interpretation : Ben-
hadad is asking an impossibility merely as a
pretext to make war once more on Israel.
“he man of God ; a common title of Israel's
prophets. Wherefore. .rent thy clothes ¢ The
thing is not impossible. The man of God
moves ever in a land of wonder ; with him
nothing is impossible. Know that there 1s a
prophet. The story illustrates the power and
dignity of the man of God ; he stands above
even kings.

Il. A Cure Promised, 9-12

Vs. 9-12. Naaman. .at the door of . . Elisha.
The Syrian general in all his pomp at the
prophet’s door ! Sent a messenger ; instead
of coming himself, thus rebuking Naaman's
self-importance and fixing Naaman’s thoughts
on God, not the prophet, as the Healer.
Wash in Jordan ; more than thirty miles
away. Seven times. Seven was a sacred
number. Naaman was wroth. Elisha had
not treated him, he thought, with sufficient
deference. He had expected different treat-
ment. Naaman goes on to describe the
process of charming away disease common
in that day. Abana and Pharpar ; rivers
flowing through the city of Damascus. To
the east of the city both rivers lose themsel es
in great marshes. Better. The water in
these rivers was bright and clear, while that
of the Jordan was turbid and muddy. Ina
rage ; ready to sacrifice his hope of a cure
to his passion.

Il. A Cure Effected, 13, 14.

Vs. 13, 14. His servants persuade Naaman
to obey the prophet, and, as he bathes in the
Jordan, the scaly, leprous scurf falls off, leav-
ing his flesh . .like unto the flesh of a little chald

The prophet refuses the proffered reward,
Naaman undertakes to worship the God of
Israel in his native land, and Gehazi is pun-
ished for his covetousness. Vs. 15-24.

Light from the East
By Rev. James Ross, D.D., London, Ont.
TeN TavLents—Christmas and wedding
presents are sometimes a burden and a bore
here, but the tyranny of our customs is mild
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when compared with usage in the Orient.
To ask a favor without a gift is unpardonable
rudeness. Every traveler who desires an
audience with the chief man of a village is
expected to send a present to make room for
himself. When a reconciliation is sought
with an ancient enemy, the sincerity of the
suppliant is judged by the value of his pre-
liminary offering. Judges are =upposed to
be incapable of rendering a favorable decision
without a present in proportion to the im-
portance of the case. When an employee
receives his stipulated wages, he must have
a free will offering over and above to seal his
employer’s satisfaction with his services.

Even a drink of water from a woman’s pitcher
on her way from the well demands some
financial recognition. When you stumble
over a child rolling in the dust, before he
thinks of erying, and also between his sobs,
he roars, *“ Bakshish, Bakshish "’ ; and the
tiny babe in his mother’s arms, who eannot
frame a syllable, or even see out of his swollen
and fly-covered eyes, opens and closes his
little fist to show his need. The value of
Naaman's gift was about $80,000, besides the
festal robes ; but it was only in proportion
to the rank of the petitioner and the value
of the boon eraved.

APPLICATION
By Rev. John W. Little, B.D., Elgin, Man.

But, v. 1. Like a double hinge on which a
door swings backward and forward, is the
“but " in the vivid picture of Naaman's life.
He a victorious general, a
favorite courtier, the idol of his
nation, but—he was a ““ leper ",
and that embittered every joy, threw a dark
shadow over all the sunshine of his life.
That is what we see when the hinge turns in
one direction. Turn it in the other direction,
and a different view meets us. ““ He was a
leper—but”, notwithstanding his terrible af-
fliction, he went cheerfully about his daily
duties, serving his king and his country as
diligently and faithfully as ever. He did
his best in spite of hindering handicaps.

He was a leper, v. 1. Some years ago, when
Dr. Alexander Vhyte was addressing a men’s
meeting in Edinburgh, he said to those pre-

sent, “If you make your bed
Life's Best Gift in hell, you will have to lie upon

it.”  He went away ; and as
he was turning one of the wind-swept corners
of Princess Street, amidst the sleet and black-
ness of the night, a cloaked figure came to
him, and a hand was laid upon his shoulder,
and a voice said,—the voice of a young man,
—“1 have made my bed in hell” ; and he
vanished into the darkness. Where the evil
thought or the unholy desire is cherished
in the heart, it will spread, like the deadly
virus of Naaman's leprosy, through the whole
nature, corrupting and destroying all it
touches. And when the accusing conscience

In Spite of
Handicaps

speaks, refusing to be silenced, the peace and
joy of life are gone. Early should we give
our lives into the keeping of Jesus, that
we may preserve them in moral health and
beauty. All other good gifts in life avail noth-
ing apart from a clean heart.

A little maid, v. 2. Every one has heard of
mighty Niagara. Travelers delight to tell of
its roar, its rainbows, its majestic fall of

waters. It has been celebrated
;‘“ Common ;i noem and painting.  Yet,

ound sa 2

after all, it is the thousand
little streams that go softly in the grass that
make the earth fruitful and keep the landscape
green. The happiness of the world, the sweet-
ness and strength of life, depend more upon
the quiet fidelity, the simple trust, th'e honest
toil of common, everyday people, like the
little maid from Israel who bore brave witness
to her Lord among strangers, than upon the
great. All who live their lives well, and are
loyal to their parents’ God, though they work
in hidden corners, are changing the world.

Naaman was wroth, v. 11. Dr. James S.
Gale tells us that one of the great hindrances
at the first, to the reception of Christianity
in Korea, was, that it made the
condition of salvation the same
for all. Butchers, and well-dig-
gers, and coolies, and shopkeepers were all ad-
mitted into the church on the same terms as
people of rank. The highest had to come in the
same manner as the lowest. Sometimes we
grow tired of hearing the same old story of sal-

The Same
Old Story
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vation through faith in Christ alone, and are
disappointed when we are called to come in
just the same way that thousands have come
before, and turn back, alas ! when, instead
of some swift miracle, we hear only some
plain command we have often heard before,
and, instead of some great deed, there is
required of us only commonplace faithfulness,

Be clean, v. 13. When coal miners go
down into the mine at the beginning of their
““ ghifts”’, their hands and faces are as clean
as they can be made; but
when they come up, it would
be difficult to tell whether they
are naturally black or white. But the ball
of the eye is as clean when they leave as
when they enter the mine; for the little
tear gland keeps working all the time, wash-

How to he
Clean

ing away the least speck that touches the
eye. We live in a world full of impurities ;
but if God’s blessed Spirit dwells in our
heart, we shall be kept perfectly clean.

He was clean, v. 14. A sculptor in London
who built tombs for other people, at last
built one for himself, and put the following

inseription on it : “ What I was
::;:::’s;hli"n"' as an artist seemed of some im-

portance while I lived ; but
what I really was as a believer in Jesus Christ
is the only thing of importance to me now.”
Sooner or later we must all face and settle the
question of sin. It is a grim fact that we can-
not always ignore. We must overcome it,
or it will overcome us. The greatest thing
any one of us can do is to bring his life to
Jesus and let Him make and keep it clean.

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the School.

For Teachers of Bible Classes
By Rev. W. H. Smith, Ph.D., Fredericton, N.B

Bring out the setting of the story, noting
especially Elisha’s intimacy with the court
and his wonderful works among the people.
The Lesson is a very graphic picture of the
omnipotence and supremacy of God among
the nations. There are two main points :

1. The appeal of the king of Syria to the
king of Israel, vs. 1-7. Emphasize : (a) The
condition of Naaman, his official position, his
personal merit in the eyes of his king ; his
serious handicap. What was leprosy ? Of
what was it typical ? Discuss some other
handicaps to human success ? (b) The med-
ium of information,—a little maid. Bring
out the light this incident sheds on the home
life of the Israelites,—the little maid was well
trained in the religion of her people, and knew
God and His power in Israel. Though a slave,
she. was much interested in her master and
sought his good. What advice did Paul give
tho slaves of hisday ? (Eph. 6 :5.) Ask for
various ways God can use to spread His knowl-
edge among the nations. (¢) The request
made of Israel’s king, and Naaman's journey
for help. Compare the visit of the queen of
Sheba to Solomon (1 Kgs., ch. 10), and of the
Wise Men who heard of a great One, Matt.
2:1-12. (d) The attitude of the king of

Israel. Discuss his view as to the intention
of the Syrian king. Throughout, there is
marked emphasis upon the desire of Naaman
for healing, and on the ignorance of the king
of Israel,

2. Elisha’s directions and Naaman's heal-
ing, vs. 8-14. There is much instruction here.
Call attention to: (a) Elisha's directions.
View the attitude of the waiting sufferer.
Why Elisha's stand ? Was it to humble
Naaman or to exalt God ? Or both? (b)
Naaman's disappointment. Why ?  First,
the prophet had ignored him or slighted him.
Analyze his remark (see Exposition). Then,
Elisha’s orders were a slight upon his country,
which had superior rivers. Show how pride
leads him to forget he was a leper and to rage
against the prophet. (c) The wise advice.
Bring out how a little “~ommon sense saved a
very awkward situation. (d) The complete
healing when Naaman obeyed.

The Golden Text has a universal note, the
breaking down of Israel’s exclusiveness and
the blessing to the Gentiles (Luke 4 :27)
The main teaching is an illustration of God'’s
way of life. There is a striking contrast be-
tween God’s way and man’s way. Teach that
Naaman’s pride, desire for honor and flattery,
his unwillingness to use the means, his re-
bellion, are typical of the sinner. Press the
truth that Elisha’s indifference to position,
his demand for the use of means as an aid to
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faith, his demand for obedience, all indicate
the fact that God is no respecter of persons,
and we are saved by faith.

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars
By Rev. A.Wylie Mahon, B.D.,8t, Andrews, N.B.

Begin the Lesson with a talk about Naaman
—who he was, what he had done,—a victor-
ious general, beloved by his royal master,
and holding a high place in the court of his
native land. What is there to indicate that
he was greatly beloved in his own home ?
(V. 3.) In what way was this great general
handicapped ? (V. 1.) Talk about how
General Wolfe, who captured Quebee in 1759,
was handicapped by sickness. Any good
Canadian history will give particulars.

1. Naaman's pilgrimage in search of a cure,
vs. 3-6. Why did he go on this pilgrimage ?
(Vs. 3-5.) It was the effort of a little Welsh
girl to obtain a Bible that led to the formation
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. A
chance remark of a peasant girl in an obscure
farming district of England, attracted the
attention of Dr. Jenner, and led to the won-
derful discovery of vaccination.

Question as to the part of the king of Syria
in the cure, —how he encouraged Naaman,
fitting him out royally, and giving him a letter
of introduetion to the king of Israel. Did
Naaman feel at times, as he went on his long
journey, that he was going on a fool’s errand ?

2. The success of the pilgrimage, vs. 7-14.
The points to bring out here are : (1) The
discouragement met with at first, v. 7. The
king of Israel was suspicious of his brother of
Syria, even when sending letters of introduc-
tion. (2) Eliska’s suggestion, v. 8. It is a
fortunate king who has so wise a counselor.
(3) Elisha's preseription, vs. 9, 10. No
drugs, no dieting. A simple prescription
easily taken., (4) Naaman’s anger, vs. 11,
12, His pride was wounded. He thought he
knew how the prophet should have acted
under such circumstances. But the prophet
did not carry out his programme. The pre-
scription was too simple. (5) The servants’
mild, deferential remonstrance (v. 13),
which brought the proud general to his
senses and led to his cure.

In closing deal with the Lesson as a parable
of redemption, of salvation from sin, of God’s

method of curing human souls from the foul
leprosy of sin. There is a sublime simplicity
about God's method. (See Matt. 7:7, 8;
11 :28-30 ; Acts 16 : 31.)

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls
By Rev. J. M. Duncan, D.D.
Naaman’s Need and Naaman's Cure,—the
teaching of the Lesson, with its wonderful
story, may be gathered under these two heads.

I. Naaman's NEep

1. Who was Naaman ? Get the scholars to
tell (v. 1) about this commander-in-chief of
the Syrian army, the high favor in which he
stood with his king, the victories he had won.
Could any one have been more fortunate
than Naaman ? Was there any cloud on his
bright sky ? Ah, look at the “ but” in v. 1.

2. What disease had Naaman ? * He was a
leper ”',—this was the dreadful ‘““but” in
Naaman’s life. Talk a little about this fear-
ful malady,—loathsome, incurable, save by
divine power, driving its victim (amongst the
Jews, at least) away from his home and
friends (see Lev. 13 :45, 46). Speak of
leprosy as a picture of sin, of which all need
healing.

II. Naaman’s CURE

1. Who first suggested the cure ? Have the
story (vs. 2, 3) told of the little maid from
Israel, torn from her home by some slave-
raiding band to be sold into Naaman'’s house-
hold, and there to wait on the great general’s
wife, of her love, though a slave, to her mas-
ter and mistress, and her anxiety that Naa-
man should go for healing to Israel's great
prophet, Elisha,

2. What had the kings of Israel and Syria to
do with the cure ? How the words of the little
slave maiden were carried to Ban-hadad, how
he immediately ordered that Naaman should
go with a letter from himself and rich presents
to Jehoram, the king of Israel, requesting him
to have this great officer healed,—for, of
course, Ben-hadad thought that Jehoram as
king would have the prophet’s service at his
command,—all this the scholars will be eager
to tell (vs. 5, 6) ; and also (v. 7) how Jehoram,
when he had read Ben-hadad’s letter, publicly
rent his clothes in dismay at being asked by
his powerful neighbor to do what God alone
could do, seeing, as he thought, in the un-
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reasonable request, a pretext for a quarrel.

3. What was Elisha’s part in the cure?
Discuss Elisha’s message (v. 8) to the king.
Why was the prophet so confident ? It is a
very vivid picture to be brought out,—that
of Naaman and his splendid cavaleade driving
up to the door of the prophet’s house (v. 9).
Question about the prophet’s strange conduct
v. 10) and the instructions he gave. Have
Naaman's anger (v. 11) accounted for, and

The Teachers Monthly

the way described in which his servants per-
suaded him to obey Elisha's directions.
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4. How did washing in the Jordan cure

Naaman ? Make it clear that the waters of

the river had no healing powers in themselves :
the power was of God, and Naaman was
healed because he obeyed God.

Use this story of a leper’s cure as a picture
of our healing from sin through Christ’s
blood shed for us.

of the Jordan, they

Find on the spec-

14 and look south-
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found no bridge.
I Naaman was not a

Jew, but a foreign-
er; he probably
knew nothing about
the associations of
this stream with
Joshua and Elijah.
To him is was mere-
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ly a disagreeable,
muddy current that
caused him a good
deal of inconven-
ience. And he was
quite right when
he thought the
rivers of Damascus
were more beautiful

of Israel. As you
stand on the river
bank to-day, you find at your feet a strip of
bare earth, bordered at the water's edge by
fragments of old tree roots and pieces of dead
bushes that have floated down the stream.
When Naaman and his men rode to the bank

In this section will be found further as-
sistance under various headings.
Lesson Points
By Rev. J. M. Dunean, D.D.
With God’s help every handicap may be
transformed into a help. v. 1.
They are the best servants of earthly mas-
ters who, first of all, serve God. v. 3.
Disease and death are subject to no king
save the king of heaven. v. 6.
The Giver of life has power to preserve it
and even to restore it. v. 7.
We can never boast too little of ourselves

- e e
MAP PATENT No. 656,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOON
PAT'D IN GREAT RRITAIN

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

and inviting than
the river of Israel.

To see for yourself the stream which Naa-
man despised, but which brought him the
health he longed for, use the stereograph en-
titled, Baptizing in the Jordan.

or too much of God’s power and grace. v. 8.

For all men in all ages the way of salva-
tion is the way of obedience. v. 10.

Magic is the counterfeit of true miracle. v.
11.

Human machinery ean never accomplish
spiritual results unless it is driven by heaven's
might. v. 12.

If we would be saved, we must be content
to do nothing, that Christ may do everything
v. 12,

In Christ the worst sinner may find a suffi-
cient Saviour. v. 14,
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Something to Look Up

[From the INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY AND LEArLET]

1. Read in Matthew's Gospel alout the
Roman officer who was so humble and full of
faith that he would not trouble Jesus to come
to his house, saying a mere word from Him
would cure his servant.

2. Jesus said, “ With God all things are
possible.””  Find the saying.

ANSWERS, Lesson XII., First Quarter—
(1) Belshazzar ; Darius (Dan., ch. 5). (2)
Prov. 23 : 32.

For Discussion
(From the HoMe STUpY QUARTERLY AND LEAFLET]
1. Leprosy a picture of sin.
2. How we are cleansed from sin.

Prove from Scripture
That salvation is offered to all.

The Catechism

Ques. 88. The outward means of salvation.
From Questions 86 and 87, we have learned
that we must believe and repent if we are to
be saved. Faith and repentance may be
called “ inward " means of salvation, because
they are within us. But God has appointed
certain means to help us to believe and re-
pent. These are called “ outward " means of
salvation. A list of them is given here, and
in the following Questions we are told how
they are to be of use to us. *“ The benefits

of redemption " are all the blessings which
Christ purchased for His people by His life
and death. The “outward means” are
‘“made effectual for salvation’, that is,
they actually bring salvation about, And
they do this in the case of “the elect”,
that is, those whom God chooses for His
people.

The Question on Missions

Ques. 1. Chinese labor is employed in the
West mainly on account of its cheapness,
though it is true that the general sobriety, im-
menseindustry and submissiveness of the Chin-
ese give them an advantage over some of their
white competitors. Their inexpensive mode
of living makes it possible for them to accept
a lesser wage than white laborers. The head
tax of $500, which practically prohibits
further immigration from China, is defended
on the ground that the Chinese do not become
assimilated with the rest of Canada’s popula-
tion and would, therefore, if allowed to enter
the country unchecked, prove a danger to the
public welfare. But the Chinese should not be
under-estimated. They earn their own liv-
ing ; there are no Chinese tramps in Canada.
They are intelligent and ingenious ; upright,
as a rule, in their business dealings; and
remarkable for filial affection and reverence.
They are deserving of the protecton of our
laws, and worthy of respect.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
By Mrs. Jessie Munro Johnston

Subject for the Quarter—God's learaers.

Golden Text for the Quarter—What doth God require of thee, ete., Micah 6 : 8.

Lesson Subject—God’s people

ELISHA’
4% Nouse

\XOSP'TAL

learning that God has wonderful
power.

Introduction—The boys will
be pleased to know that our
Lessonlis about a great soldier,
and the girls will like to hear

A about a little maid who lived
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in the great soldier's home and
waited upon his wife. Suppose
you all stand and show me how
straight soldiers must stand.
Show me how the soldiers march
(Mark time). Now you may be
seated again, and we'll talk about

this great soldier who was cap-
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tain of all the soldiers of the army of the
king of Syria : his name is Naaman (Print).
He was a great man and much honored by
the king, but sad to say he had a dreadful
disease. He was a leper (Explain).

Lesson—The Syrian soldiers had brought
home with them some captives, and among
them was a little maid, who was sold as a
slave to Naaman. She lived in his home and
waited upon his wife. I think they must have
been kind to her, and the little girl loved
Naaman and his wife, and she was sorry for
her master. She told her mistress about the
good prophet Elisha in her country (who
had brought to life the little boy : recall).
“ Oh, I wish my master were with the prophet,
for he would cure him of his leprosy ",
she said. Naaman was told what the little
maid said. ( Continue the story.)

Naaman at Llisha’s House—See | here is
the great Naaman with his horses and chariots
and servants, standing at the door of Elisha’s
house ! Word is taken to Elisha, but he
does not go out to see Naaman. He just
sends a message, v. 10. Naaman is angry,
v. 11. He would have been willing to do
some great thing, but was not willing to do
this. simple thing. Explain v. 12. His
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servants beg Naaman to do as the prophet
tells him, v. 13. Picture Naaman obeying
Elisha’'s order (v. 14), and the wonderful
cure that followed.

Golden Text—Repeat Golden Text.

A Powerful God—Now Naaman knows that
there is no God like the God of Israel.—the
true God ; and he promises to worship and
serve Him, and goes back to his home re-
joicing. We can imagine how pleased the
little maid was that she had told the great
soldier about the prophet of God. You also,
like the little maid, can tell the sick ones about
the power of God to heal sickness. You all
know about the hospitals for the sick children,
Perhaps you have visited some hospital and
have seen the rows of little white beds with
the sick ones lying there. You can visit them
perhaps, and you can all pray to God to cure
these sick ones, or to do whatever is best for
them.

Jesus heard the little boy in a hospital ward
who was too weak and sick to make a prayer,
but just held up his weak, little hands so that
Jesus would know he wanted to speak to Him.

Something to Think About—I1 should pray
for sick ones.

FROM THE PLATFORM

By Rev. J. M.

Duncan, D.D.

“Bul he was a [e/acn”

Write on the blackboard, *“ But he whs a leper.”
Bring out all the advantages of his position, as a great general,

words are used in the Lesson.

the king's friend. living in wealth and comfort, honored by his country for his services.
Set over against all his advantages, his affliction

emphasize the “ but ” in Naaman’s fortune.

Question about Naaman, of whom these

Next

with the dreadful disease of leprosy,—painful, loathsome and incurable by human power.

Run over the details of Naaman's going to Israel and coming at last to Elisha.
talk about Elisha’s treatment of the visitor, follow the procession to Jordan.

After a little
Now question

about the power that healed Naaman, leading the scholars to see that it was God's power.

Remind the scholars that leprosy is a picture of sin.

Press home the truth that no power

but God’s can save from sin, and urge every scholar to fall in with God’s way of saving, namely

through our trusting in Christ.
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Lesson II. ELISHA'S HEAVENLY DEFENDERS

2 Kings 6: 8-17.  Study 2 Kings 6 : 8-23.

April 9, 1911

Read 2 Kings, chs. 6,7. Commit to memory

vs. 15-17.
GOLDEN TEXT—For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. —Psalm or: 11,

8 ! Then the king of Syr'ia warred against Is’rael,
and 2 took counse! vith his servants, saying, In such
and such a place saall be my camp. X

9 And the man of God sent unto the king of Is’rael,
saving, Beware that thou pass not such a place ;
for thither the Syr’ians are ! come down, .

10 And the king of Is’rael sent to the place which
the man of God told him and warned him of, and
2saved himself there, not once nor twice.

11 4 Therefore the heart of the king of Syr'ia was
sore troubled for this thing ; and he called his ser-
vants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which
of us is for the king of Is'rael ?

12 And one of his servants said, * None, mi' lord,
O king : but Eli’sha, the prophet that is in Is’rael,
telleth the king of Is’rael the words that thou speakest
in thy bedchamber. .

13 And he said, Go and ®spy where he s, thatI

Revised Version—! Now the; 2he; %coming;
chariots was round about the city.
LESSON PLAN
1. Elisha Predicting, 8-12.
II. Elisha Pursued, 13-15.
111. Elisha Protected, 16, 17.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)

M.—Elisha's heavenly defenders, 2 Kgs. 6 : 8-23,
T.—God, our Helper, 2 Chron. 32 : 1-8. W.—The
circling arms, Ps. 125. Th.—God our Refuge, Ps.
46. F.—Confidence in God, Rom. 8 : 31-39. S.—
Safe trust, Ps. 118 : 1-14, 8.—Not afraid ! Ps. 91.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 89. How is the word
made effectual to salvation? A. The Spirit of God
maketh the reading, but especially the preaching of
the word, an effectual means of convincing and con-
verting sinners, and of building them up in holiness

may send and fetch him. And it was told him, say-
ing, Behold, he is in Do’than. '

14 Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots,
and a great host : and they came by night, and com-
passed the city about,

15 And when the servant of the man of God was
risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host 7 com-
K' the city both with horses and chariots. And

is servant said unto him, Alas, my master | how
shall we do ?

16 And he answered, Fear not : for they that be
with us are more than they that be with them.

17 And El'sha prayed, and said, Lorp, I pray
thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lorp
opened the eyes of the young man ; and he saw :
and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and
chariots of fire round about Eli’sha.

¢And the; ®Nay, my; ®see; 7with horses and

and comfort, through faith, unto salvation.

he Question on Missions—2. How many
Jupanese are there in Canada ? About 18,000,
chiefly in British Columbia. By mutual consent,
between the Canadian and Japanese Governments,
not more than 600 emigrants are allowed to leave
Japan for Canada in any one Pzenr. )

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 138 (Supple-
mental Lesson); 583; 272; 26 (Ps, Sel.); 314 (from
PRiMARY QUARTERLY); 273.

l?ocm Scripture Reading—Ps. 34. (To be
read responsively or in concert by the whole School.)

tern Slides—For Lesson. B. 1075, * Behold
an host compassed the city ”’; B. 1076, “And the Lord
opened the eyes of the young man.” .i-‘or Question on
Missions, Japanese Workmen in British Columbia.

Stereograph—For Lesson, Pla” of Dothan,
Where Joseph Was Sold to the Ishmaelites (Under-
wood & Underwood, see page 165).

EXDPOSITION

Time and Place—Reign of Joram or
Jehoram of Israel (about B. C. 853-842), and
of Ben-hadad of Damascus ; hill country of
Samaria, Dothan, a plain and town north of
Samaria.

Connecting Links—The main feature of
Israel’s life in the ninth century was the
long-drawn-out war with Damascus. Our
Lesson forms an episode in that war.

I. Elisha Predicting, 8-12."

V. 8. King of Syria ; the same Ben-hadad
who was Naaman's king. Warred against
Israel. The war took the form of campaigns
on a smaller or larger scale, repeated year by
vear or after an interval of years. As episodes
there seem often to have been raida by small
bands of men. It is probably such a raid that
the writer has here in view (compare ch. 5 :
2). In such and such a place..my camp.
The story requires us to think of some stra-
tegic move that was fitted to bring disaster
on the Israelites, of some move, too, that
would escape the notice of the Hebrew spies.

We must remember that the Syrians were in
Israel's territory and in a well populated
district. This is all plainer, if we accept a
different reading of Ben-hadad’s words, v. 8,
—“In such and such a place let us set our
ambush.”

Vs. 9, 10. The man of God. Elisha figures
continually as helper of king and people.
The king of Israel ; Joram, Ahab’s son. Pass
not such a place. The writer has no idea of
the prophet’s playing the part of a spy and
coming by his knowledge of the enemy’s plan
by natural means : it is a miracle of knowl-
edge. For thither the Syrians are coming
down (Rev. Ver.) A better translation is,
‘““ for there the Syrians are concealed.” The
king of Israel sent to the place ; a single mes-
senger, to find out whether the prophet’s
warning were true.

Vs. 11, 12. The king of Syria. .sore troubled;
because his strategy was foiled and his plans
known to his enemy. Which of us is for the
king of Israel ? That was the simplest ex-
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planation : some one of his followers had
betrayed him to Joram. One. said..Elisha,
the prophet. There is another explanation,
the servant affirms. He has heard of the
man of wonderful deeds and of wonderful
knowledge ; the fame of such a man was
bound to spread in a hundred ways. We
need think only of some one who accompanied
Naaman. Telleth. .the words that thou speak-
est in thy bedchamber (the innermost and striet-
ly private portion of the king’s palace) ; an
uncanny person to have on the side of the foe.
Il. Elisha Pursued, 13-15:

Vs. 13-15. Go and see (Rev. Ver.). .that I
may send and fetch him. Elisha is to be given
another chances of frustrating the Syrian
plans. He is in Dothan. Dothan is an open
plain, ten miles north of Samaria, across
which runs the earavan road from Egypt to
Damascus. The town lay on a hill in the
plain. Sent and a
great host ; to seize the town and therefore
be sure of the arch-enemy. By night. .com-
passed the city about ; to surprise it at dawn.
The servant of the man of God ; the successor
of Gehazi, now a wealthy leper, ch. 5 : 20-27.
Behold, an hoat. . Alas, my master ! how shall
we do ? The servant’s terror aid dismay are
vividly deseribed, in order that Elisha's
confidence stand out the more clearly.

I11. Elisha Protected, 16, 17.

Vs. 16, 17. Fear not. The prophet, by his
own fearlessness, would beget fearlessness in
his attendant. They. .with us are more than
they . .with them. Elisha speaks as a man
absolutely sure of God’s protection. Lord. .
open his eyes. With the ordinary eye one
could not see such things : it was a special
grace granted to the servant that he should
look on the heavenly host. Mountain. full

horses, and chariots,
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of horses and chariots of fire ; the same heaven-
ly host that formed the escort of Elijah.
(See 2 Kgs., ch. 2.) The writer thinks of the
high hills around the plain of Dothan.

The following verses (18-23) relate that the
Syrians were smitten with blindness, and
Elisha was able to deceive them and deliver
them up as captives in Samaria. After this
act of kindness the Syrians withdrew, and the
raid was over.

Light from the East

CHArior—Was a light two-wheeled vehicle
drawn by two horses and used in battle, in
hunting, in public processions, and for racing
in games. It was open behind, and the sides
sloped upward to make a semicircular front.
It rested without springs of any kind on an
axle that was set well back, and the wheels
were about three feet in diameter and had four,
six or eight spokes. The floor, which was just
large enough for the driver and one fighter,
was sometimes of woven leather thongs for
elasticity ; the rest of it was of wood,
strengthened by mountings of bronze or iron.
The pole was attached to the centre of the
axle and the other end was fastened to the
voke, which had two small saddles that rested
on the withers of the horses and were fastened
by broad bands round their chests. Each
horse was guided by a bridle and a pair of
reins much the same as we use, which passed
through rings attached to the collar bands,
and were long enough to be tied round the
waist of the driver when he took a hand in the
battle. The chariot was not much used in
Israel owing to the roughness of the country
and for religious reasons, yet it was aiways
used in Hebrew speech as a symbol of warlike
armament,

APPLICATION

The man of God, v. 9. There is a story told
in the Life of Garibaldi of an Italian town
manned by soldiers to resist the patriots.
They waited long for the ex-
pected attack, but it did not
come. Then one evening a
carriage drove right up to the walls of the
town under the very muzzles of the guns, and
in it Garibaldi stood alone and unprotected.
They could not fire on a man like that. In-

One Man's
Power

stead, they flung down their weapons and
went forth to welcome him. The royalty of
the man, so fearless and unselfish in his de-
votion to the good of Italy, stormed their
hearts. The call is loud in Canada to-day for
men of this stamp, keen to detect the foes
that threaten our national honor and war
against our higher interests,—the gambling
craze, political corruption, the liquor traffic,
Sabbath desecration,—wise to plan and brave
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to fight for the overthrow of these national
evils. Mighty is the power of one good man,
whose motives are unselfish, and who refuses
to accept defeat. How quickly the foes of
righteousness would fall, if from every Sunday
School there should go forth many such men.

He saved himself there (Rev. Ver.), v. 10.
The king did not despise the warning of the
man of God, and was saved. On every hand
warning signals are flashing, and
our safety depends on giving
heed to them. Years ago a
noted chemist in Paris, who was devoted to
the study of poisons, one day while experi-
menting fell a vietim to his devotion. Be-
side his dead body, when found, was a bit of
paper on which he had hastily written with
stiffening fingers, “Such a substance is
poisonous, and the proof of it is that I am
dying.” That experiment ought to satisfy
all men to let that poison alone. But every
drunkard is as equally ‘forceful example
against touching a glass of liquor. Every
murderer is an argument against cherishing
hatred in the heart. The confessed bitterness
and discontent of the worldling at the last,
is a danger signal for us against entering upon
his course.

Elisha, the prophet. .telleth, v. 12. On the
summit of Arnish Rock, Stornoway Bay,
separated from the Island of Lewis by a
channel 500 feet wide, a mirror
is fixed in a lantern. From a
lighthouse on the island, a
stream of light is projected on the mirror,
and the reflected light is seen by fishermen
many miles away. Our knowledge of God
and His will is given us that, from us, it
may shine on the pathway of others.

Warning
Signals

A Lighthouse
Without a
Lamp

A great host, v. 14. No amount of clever
planning can secure success for the man who
has taken sides against God. Yet how confi-
dent are many, as they trifle
with this evil and that, and
) show no fear ! How they laugh
at the anxiety of their friends. They deceive
themselves into thinking that they can avoid
coming into collision with God’s law and
God’s might. But every one who identifies
himself with sin will awaken some day to
the fact that he is fighting against the Al-
mighty. All the forces in the universe are
under God’s control, and set against evil.
Nothing is more certain than that these forces
will one day erush those who sin with a high
hand. What folly to set ourselves in opposi-
tion to God, when it is possible, by submit~
ting ourselves to Him, to have His power on
our side.

The mountain was full of horses and chariots
of fire, v. 17. At the close of the terrible
mutiny of 1857 in India, the wife of Sir John
Lawrence was called home to
England. She had to leave
her husband behind, worn to
exhaustion with the anxiety and labor he
had passed through, and surrounded by the
smouldering embers of revolt, which might
at any moment burst into flame. She
tells of the comfort she got the morning
of her departure from the Twenty-seventh
Psalm, which they read together : ‘‘ Though
an host should encamp against me, my heart
shall not fear..He shall hide me secretly in
His pavilion.” How surely, if only we trust
God and do His will, shall we find it true that
He will be at once our Comfort and our De-
fence in every time of trouble !

Agrinst God

The Secret
of Fearlessness

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the School.

For Teachers of Bible Classes

Trace the narrative as illustrating the grad-
ually unfolding power of Elisha. The Lesson
is a unique illustration of his power as a seer
and defender of Israel.

1. Elisha's power as a seer, vs. 8-12. Bring
out his knowledge of how the king of Syria
was planning his tactics, which would enable
the king of Israel to defend himself. Discuss

the temptations of Jesus as a sample of the
devil's tactics (see Matt. 4 : 1-11). Is there
any way in which we may discern the danger
and so escape from it ? Emphasize the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit as a great reality,
leading from temptation’s power to a strong
Refuge. Consider the indignation of the
king of Syria and his suspicion concerning
spies. Question what the sending of an army
for Elisha shows as to the popular idea con-
cerning him.




sl

e

S L e

13

A e

176

2. Elisha's miraculous capture of the Syrian
army vs. 13-19., Discuss the servant's
fright and Elisha’s method and vision. The
two points are : (a) Elisha’s confidence in
prayer (see also Ps. 3:6; Ps. 27:3; Rom.
8 :31) ; (b) The army captured through be-
ing struck with blindness. Refer to John
9 : 39 as showing that spiritual blindness is
the doom of all God’s enemies.

3. His magnanimous treatment of his cap-
tives, and the results, vs. 20-23. The Golden
Text is the heart of this Lesson and shows
one way God can defend His people. Em-
phasize three facts of great value in life :
First, that God supernaturally imparts in-
formation of saving value to His people. This
is a matter of testimony and experience. Vol-
umes could be written with evidence of this
fact. Second, that God provides supernatural
defenders for His people. This also is beyond
question, and results defy any other explana-
tion. Third, that God supernaturally in-
terferes with the judgment of the workers of
iniquity, so that they are unable to carry out
their plans. God may use natural means in
carrying out His purpose, but His mind gov-
erns the situation.

This suggests the question whether thought
can be communicated apart from or independ-
ent of human or material means. Exper-
ience alone can determine this, and our
Christianity is built upon the platform, that
God can reveal His will to us and we can hear
and follow the purpose of God. In this
our hope and comfort is found.

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars

Have a talk with the class about what
Elisha had done for the Syrians in curing
Naaman. This should have awakened a
friendly feeling for the Israelites on the part
of the Syrians. What should be is not
always what is. The king of Syria soon for-
got the kindness of Elisha, and began anew
his cunning devices, his predatory incursions.

1. The king of Syria bewildered, vs. 8-12.
Bring out the following points : (1) All his
ambuscades were in some mysterious way
revealed to the Israelites. (2) He suspected
a traitor in the camp. (3) One of his men
gave the true explanation of this mystery.
How did this Syrian soldier come into posses-
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ion of this information ? Since the cure of
Naaman, wonderful stories must have been
told in Syria about what Elisha could do.

2. The king of Syria decides to arrest
Elisha, vs. 13, 14. How does he go about it ?
It ought to be a very easy matter to arrest
a humble prophet. The king realizes that it
may not be so easy a job to arrest a man like
Elisha, who can do such wonderful things.
To make sure work of it he sends a great host,
his heavy brigades. Sometimes it is no easy
matter for a whole nation to defeat one man
who has God on his side, who is on God's side
in thefight. Illustrateby references toSaul and
David, the Roman Catholic world and Luther.

3. The complete failure of the attempt, vs.
15-20. Picture the scene about Dothan
when Elisha’s young man went out early one
morning. What effect did this have on the
young man? How did Elisha dispel the
young man’s fears ? The vision of the Un-
seen restored his courage. There is some-
thing of mystery here, but this world is full of
mystery. Science is unveiling an unseen
world by means of the microscope and the
telescope. Education is opening the eye to
see many things, footprints of the Creator

everywhere. The soul of man is capable
of being endowed with a {rculty which enables
him to see the Invisible, Heb. 11 :27. It is
a poor soul that cannot see God. We must
cultivate this faculty.

Dwell upon how kindly Elisha treated his
enemies, this brings to an end the war. Vs.
18-23.

Emphasize the truth, that with God on his
side, Elisha had nothing to fear. If we keep
on God’s side, we need never be dismayed.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Tell the class that the Lesson to-day is
about two armies,—the Syrian army and the
Lord’s army, and then question as follows
about these two armies :

1. The Syrian Army.—Vs. 8-10. What
king made war against Israel ? Give this
king's name. (Ben-hadad, as in last Lesson.)
Who was king of Israel at this time ? What
plan did Ben-hadad arrange with his officers ?
Who was the man of God (v. 10) ? What
warning did he send to Jehoram ? How did Je-
horam act? What was the result of hisso doing?
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vs. 11, 12. How did Ben-hadad feel ?
Whom did he summon to himself 7 What
did he say to them ? What did they deny ?
Of what prophet did they speak ? How
completely did they say he knew Ben-hadad’s
purposes ? To whom did he make these
known ? How had Ben-hadad's officers
learned of Elisha’s actions ?

Vs. 13, 14. What order did Ben-hadad
give? Would Elisha be likely to know of
this order ? In what city was Elisha at this
time ? Tell all you ean about Dothan and
what had happened there ? What did Ben-
hadad send to Dothan ? At what time did
the army arrive there ? How completely did
they surround the eity ?

V. 15. Who was with Elijah ? When did
he discover the Syrian army ? How did he
feel at the sight ? Was there gnod reason
for his fear ? To whom did he go with the
news ?  What did he say to Elisha ?

2. The Lord's Army.—V. 16. What did
Elisha answer ? What did this show about
his own feelings ? Why was he not afraid ?

Whom did he mean by ‘ they that be with
us” ? Who was the Leader of these defend-
ers ? Refer to some passages which speak
of God as our Helper. (See, for example, 2
Chron. 32 :8; Rom. 8:31.)

V. 17. What did Elisha do for the young
man with him ? What did he ask in his
prayer ? How was the prayer answered ?
What did the young man then see ? Had
Elisha seen these heavenly defenders with his
bodily eyes ? How then did he know they
were there ? In what Psalm is the angel of
the Lord said to encamp round about His
people ? (Ps. 34 : 7.) Where are the angels
called ““ ministering spirits " ?  (Heb. 1 : 14.)

Vs. 18-23 contain interesting material for
questions as to Elisha’s further dealings with
the Syrian army, resulting in its withdrawal
from Israel.

Enforce the Lesson of the Golden Text,—
the quiet confidence which may be enjoyed
by those who have the Lord as their Protec-
tor and Guide,

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Find on the spee- ;
ial map the number .
15, in  Northern ol
Samaria. If you
stand to-day at the
spot marked 15 and
look nearly straight
north, you find
vourself on a hill-
side covered with
olive trees. You
can see over the big,
soft masses of sil-
very-green foliage
down to some open
fields on a low,
rounding hill, with
ronds marking o
whitish lines around *~<
and between them, -
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hazy sky. It was
near where you now
see the open fields,
that the little town
of Dothan stood in
Elisha’s time. The
Syriansoldierscame
in the dark of the
night and formed a
line all around the
town, so that they
might be sure to
seize the prophet,
by whatever road
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Then beyond those
fields, you see the
land sloping upward again into rather bare-
looking pastures. Beyond and above the
pastures, mountains stand in long, irregular
ridges (parts of the Carmel Range), one be-
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so strange a way to a good man in dire peril,
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In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Something to Look Up

1. “ Though an host should encamp against
me, my heart shall not fear.” Find these
words in one of the Psalms.

2. Once when one of the apostles was shut
up in prison, an angel of the Lord opened the
doors and let him out into the street. Which
apostle was it ?  Find the passage.

ANSWERS, Lesson I.—(1) Matt. 8 : 8. (2)
Matt. 19 : 26 ; Mark 10 : 27.

For Discussion

1. God the All-seeing.
2. Angel defenders.

Prove from Scripture
That angels are subject to Christ.

The Catechism

Ques. 89. How the Word of God saves.
One of the ““ outward means" of salvation,
we learned in the last Question, is ‘‘ the
Word ” of God. Now we are told how the
Word saves. This it does in two ways.
First, it * convinceth” and *‘ converteth ”
the sinner. That is, the reading and preach-
ing of God’s Word shows the sinner that he
has been doing wrong, and so changes his
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heart that he begins to love and seek after
what is good. Then, by its teaching it guides
him and helps him to do right day by day, as
one stone of a building is laid upon another,
till the whole is complete. In this way we
become all that God would have us be. And
it is the Holy Spirit that gives the Word
power to do all this.

The Question on Missions

Ques. 2. The Japanese are more aggres-
sive than the Chinese. They are not content
to be employed in manual labor alone, but
push themselves into every kind of business.
For example, they largely control the exten-
sive fishing industry of British Columbia.
They are prouder, and therefore less open to
Christian influences, than the Chinese. Since
Japan is an allay of Great Britain, it is not
possible for the Dominion Government to
exclude the Japanese as it excludes the
Chinese, by a prohibitive head tax. After
conference, however, between representatives
of the Canadian and Japanese Governments,
it was agreed that not more than 600 would
be allowed to leave Japan for Canada in any
one year, a large reduction from the several
thousands who came in 1907. It was also
agreed that Canada might refuse to admit
Japanese immigrants who came from any
other place than Japan itself.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—God's people learning that God is a Protector.
Introduction—Refer to the approaching coronation of our King George V.

How we
should like to see the grand pro-
cession as the king and "queen

( << _
i o %
)’

I,‘ drive to Westminster Abbey to
‘ be erowned ! You would see a
| guard of soldiers before and be-
l hind and beside the royal car-
| riage. Guards stand at the
|

doors, guards here, guards every-

\:,/ 4
s 7 A | where, to keep any one from
OD S NGEI S { harming the greatest people in
| the land,—the king and queen.

Our Lesson tells us about won-

him more safely than our king
is guarded.

UARD E derful guards that kept close
] to a good man of God, guarding
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Lesson—The king of Syria has come to
make war again with Elisha's people. “ Let
us make our camp in this place” (Outline
hills and tents), says Ben-hadad. “ We'll
surprise them here.” Elisha knows what
they are doing. He sends a message to his
own king of Israel,—* Do not pass that place,
for the enemy is there.” His warnings helped
to save the king of Israel many times. Who
can be telling their hiding-place ? There
must be some traitor among the soldiers.
Ben-hadad calls them together, v. 11. It is
Elisha, the man of God, who is helping to
keep the king of Israel safe (see v. 12).

Review—Recall the story of Naaman.

A Heavenly Guard—LElisha and his servant
are at Dothan up among the hills (Outline).
One morning his servant sees a sight that fills
him with fear. The Syrian soldiers are al-
most at their door ! Tell of Elisha's faith
(v. 16). In answer to Elisha's prayer the
Lord allowed Elisha's servant to see the
guard of angels (Deseribe), v. 17.

Elisha Protected—Tell of the blindness sent
upon the Syrian soldiers, and Elisha’s leading
them away to another part of the country,
v. 20. Then Elisha asks the Lord to open
their eyes, and they find themselves right in
the midst of the army of Israel. “ Shall T kill

them ” ? asks the king of Israel, “ No”,

answers Elisha, “ that would not be fair.
They are now like captives. Treat them
kindly and give them food ", vs. 22, 23. And
they went away and came no more into the
land of Israel. You see God took care of
Elisha and kept him from all harm.
Sing (Hymn 570, Book of Praise)—
“While Thou art near,
I need not fear
The gloom of midnight hour ;
Blest Jesus, still
From every ili
Defend me by Thy power.”
Golden Text—God’s angels guard and help
all who love God. Repeat Golden Text.
Angels Guarding—* I am not afraid to go
to sleep in a dark room, mother. Just look
out of the window, and up in the sky you'll
see the angels’ lanterns are all lit. So I know
they are keeping watch over me”, said dear
little Freddie, as he snuggled down under the
covers.
Jesus' Loving Care—
‘“ Every little flower that grows,
Every little grassy blade,
Every little dewdrop shows
Jesus cares for all He made.
Jesus loves and Jesus knows,
So we need not be afraid.”
Something to Think About—God's angels
are guarding

FROM THE PLATFORM

They That Be Tdlith Us
THEY THAT BE WITH THEM

Begin by telling the School that Elisha, in the Lesson, speaks of two armies. A little
questioning will bring out that he describes the two respectively as They That 1Be With Ws
(Print) and Tuey Trar Be Wita Tuem (Print). Question about the second army,—who
they were, how they came to be in Israel, how Elisha had foiled their plans, in what city they
had the prophet and the young man, his attendant, shut up, and the terror of the young man. -
Next question about the first army. Who were they ? In what way was the young man
enabled to see them ? Now ask which of the two armies did Elisha say was the more power-
ful. Why was this army stronger than the other ? The scholars will readily see the reason,
—namely, that God was with the first army. The point of application is, that when God is
on our side we have nothing to fear ; there is no enemy that can really injure us ; He will
overrule all their efforts against us for our good.
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Lesson I11.  JOASH, THE BOY KING, CROWNED IN JUDAH April 16, 1911

2 Kings 11 : 9-20. Study 2 Kings 11 : 1-20.

Read 2 Kings, chs. 8-11. Commit to memory v. 12.

GOLDEN TEXT - Blessed are they that keep hislleclimonies. and that seek him with the whole heart.—
salm 119: 2.

9 And the captains over ! the hundreds did accord-
ing to all 2#hings that Jehoi’ada the priest commanded:
and they took every man his men ?that were to
come in on the sabbath, with  them that should go
out on the sabbath, and came to Jehoi’ada the priest.

10 And *to the captains over hundreds ® did the
priest give king Da’vid's spears and shields, that were
in the ¢ temple of the Lorbp.

11 And the guard stood, every man with his
weapons in his hand 7 round sbout the king, from
the right corner of the ® tempie to the left ® corner
of the ¢ temple, along by the altar and the * temple.

12 19 And he brought ' forth the king's son, and
put the crown upon him, and gave him the testimony;
and they made him king, and umlmul him ; nul
they clapped their hands, and said, God save the
king
13 And when Athali’ah heard the noise of the
guard and of the people, she came to the people into
the ¢ temple of the Lorp

14 And '? when she looked, behold, the king stood
by ¥ a pillar, as the manner was, and the ' princes
and the ¥ trumpeters by the king, and all the people

of the land rejoiced, and blew with trumpets : % and
Athaliah rent her clothes, and ecried, Treason,
lr< ason,

15 17 But Jehoi’ada the priest commanded the
Revised Version—' Omit the ;2

spears and shields that had been king David's, which were ; ® house ; 7 from the right side of
s U nm 2 she looked, and, behold ; 3 the ; ' captains ; ' trumpets ;

by the king round about ; 1 Then he ;
16 Then Athaliah ; 7 And Jehoiads
2t Omat had ; 2 So they made way for her ;
27 So all ; 250mit in ; 2%at the.
LESSON PLAN
1. Joash Crowned, 9-12.
II. Athaliah Slain, 13-16.
III. Joash Ruling, 17-20.

DAILY READINGS

(By courtesy of 1. B. R. Association)

M.—Joash, the boy king, crowned in Judah, 2
Kgs. 1i: 1-12. T.—Joash the boy king crowned
in Judah, -20 -* God save the

Th.—David's charge to

Destruction of idol
God's law the king's
A child and the scrip-

his son, 1 Chron.
altars, l)a-nt l"
guide, Deut.
tures, 2 Tim. f’. y
Shorter Catechism—Ques. 90. How is the word
to be read and heard, that it may become effectual to
salvation #  A. That the word may become effectual
to salvation, we must attend thereunto with diligence,

captains of '8 the hundreds, the officers of the host,
and said unto them, Hu e her forth !9 without the
ranges : and him that followeth her 20 kill with the
sword. For the priest 2 had said, Let her not be
slain in the house of the Lorp.

16 # And they laid hands on her ; and she went
by the way # by the which the horses came into the
kmgﬂ house : and there was she slain,

And Jehoi’ada made a covenant between the
Lunn and the king and the people, that they should
be the Lorp’s people ; between the king also and the
people.

18 And all the people of the land went ! into the
house of Ba’al, and brake it down ; his ¢ /tars and
his images brake they in pieces thoroughly, and slew
Mat’tan the priest of Ba’al before the altars. And
|’ln- priest appointed officers over the house of the

ORD,

19 And he took the " rulers over hundreds, and
the % ecaptains, and the guard, and all the people of
the land ; and they brought down the king from the
house of ﬂu- Lorp, and came by the way of the gate
of the guard 26 to the king's house. And he sat on
the throne of the kings.

20 %7 And all the pmmlc of the land rejoiced, and
the city was 2%in quiet : and they slew Athali’ah
with the sword 2° beside the king's house.

2 Omit things ; # those that were to go out ; ! the priest delivered to ; 5 the

; %side ; ?house,

18 hundreds that were set over the hmt 19 between the ranks ; 2slay ;
2 of the horses' entry to the king's house ; ¥to; ¥ Carites ; 2 unto;

preparation, and prayer; receive it with faith and
}{x\‘~- lay it up in our hearts, and practise it in our
1ves

The Question on Missions -3. How many East
Indians are there in Canada ? There are 2,500 in
British Columbia. These are from the northern part
of India, called the Punjab. In religion they are
Sikhs, claiming not to be idolaters. They worship
through a book ealled, The Grunth

Lesson Hymns —Book of Praise, 138 (Supple
mental Lesson) ; 22: 19; 12 (Ps. Sel.) ; 545 (from
PriMARY QUARTERLY); 91

Special cnpture Reading - 45. (To be read
responsively or in concert by lh<- “hnlv- School.)

Lantern Slides —For Lesson, B. 33, The Boy Joash
Proclaimed King. For Question on .\li«inns. H. M.
486, Hindu Laborers in British Columbia,

Stereograph —For Easter Lesson, The Tomb of
Our Lord, New Calvary Outside Jerusalem (Under-
wood & Underwood, see page 165)

EXPOSITION

Ti.ae and Place—At the aeccession of
Joash, who ruled about B.C. 836-797 ; Jer-
usalem.

Connecting Links—The friendship be-
tween Ahab and Jehoshaphat (1 Kgs. 22 : 2-
4) was cemented by marriage : Jehoram, the
crown prince at Jerusalem, married Athaliah,
daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, ch. 8 :18.
Jehoram came in due time to the throne of
David, and Athaliah used her opportunities
as queen to introduce into Judah the heathen-
ism and profligacy of Ahab's house. After
Jehoram’s death, his son Ahaziah ruled Judah
or a year or two; but he came to an un-

timely end, for he was slain by Jehu, at the
same time with his cousin, Joram of Israel
(Read ¢l . 6 : 24 to 10 : 36.)

On the death of Ahaziah, Athaliah usurped
the throne, and to secure her position, put to
death the surviving members of the royal
family ; but Joash, the infant son of Ahaziah,
was rescued by his aunt Jehosheba and her
husband Jehoiada, the high priest, and kept
in safety in the temple. At the end of six
years Jehoiada brought forth Joash to be
crowned. Vs, 1-8.

I. Joash Crowned, 9-12.

V. 9. Captains ; five of them (see 2 Chron.
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23 :1). Over the hundreds ; of the royal body-
guard (see Deut. 1:15; 1 Sam. 22:7; 2
Sam. 18 :1). These officers Jehoiada had
taken into his confidence. The time had come
when Athaliah must be tolerated no longer.
Jehoiada planned her removal in this way
(though many details are not clear) : The
guard was divided into three companies.
Two of these were on duty at the palace on
week days, and one at the temple. On the
Sabbath the order was reversed, one com-
pany sufficing for police duty at the palace,
whereas at the temple two companies kept
guard. On the Sabbath, then, it was possible
to have the whole bodyguard at the temple.
By detaining the company that went off
guard after the arrival of the two companies
that were going on, Jehoiada could have all
the main body present at the boy king's
coronation. (For a somewhat different ex-
planation see Home StUupY QUARTERLY.)
Every man his men ; every captain the men
under him. Came in; enter on their duty.
Go out ; go off duty. On the Sabbath ; the
day appointed for the proclamation of the
voung king. Came to Jehoiada the priest;
who was at the head of the revolt.

Vs. 10, 11. King David's spears and shields ;
those taken by David from his enemies,
which had been stored as spoils of war in the
temple (see 1 Sam. 21:9; 2 Sam. 8:7).
The guard stood, ete.  As the temple faced the
east and the altar stood out in the open air
to the east of the entrance, we can imagine
the lines of soldiers encompassing the altar
on three sides, north, east and south, and
reaching close to the northeast and southeast
corners of the building. By the king round
about (Rev. Ver.) ; that is, round about the
place where the king was to take his stand.

V. 12. He brought forth the king's son.
Joash had been kept during the six years of
Athaliah’s reign in the priests’ quarters,
where Jehoiada lived with his wife. Put the
crown upon him ; a formal sign to the soldiers
to salute him as king. And. .the testimony.
Omit “ gave him.” Perhaps the meaning is

that the ““ testimony ", that is, a roll contain-
ing the Law was lightly laid for a moment on
the crown, to indicate that the king, as well as
the people, owed obedience to God. Made
him king ; saluted him as king. Clapped

their hands ; in joyful approval. God save
the king. Compare 1 Sam. 10 :24; 2 Sam.
16:16 ; 1 Kgs. 1:25, 39.

I, Athaliah Slain, 13-16.

Vs. 13-16. Athaliah ; in the royal palace
immediately to the south of the temple area
but on a lower level. Heard the noise ; the
soldiers’ acclamations. She looked, and,
behold, the king (Rev. Ver.) Evidently she
knew all, when she saw a boy standing in the
place where the king always stood, by the
pillar, one of those called Jachin and Boaz
at the entrance to the temple (compare 1 Kgs.
7:21; ch. 23:3). Rent her clothes; in
grief and dismay. T'reason. From her point
of view she was right, but the reproach
touched no man’s conscience. Have her forth
between the ranks (Rev. Ver.) Surrcund her,
and led her away. Laid hands on her; a
better translation than “ made way for
her” (Rev. Ver.) The horses’ entry (Rev.
Ver.) ; probably the gate leading from the
temple area to the barracks and royal stables.
There was she slain ; as she had slain the
seed royal.

III. Joash Ruling, 17-20.

Vs. 17-20. Jehoiada made a covenant; a
double covenant,—one between Jehovah and
Judah by which the Baal worship was abol-
ished, the other between king and people by
which the latter solemnly accepted Joash
as their master. House of Baal..brake..
thoroughly ; Athaliah’s worship was cut off
root and branch. Thus the first covenant
was carried into effect. Brought down the
king. .unto the king's house (Rev. Ver.) ;
thus carrying out the obligation of the second
covenant,

Light from the East

Araauian—Was the daughter of Ahab and
Jezebel, and had all the swift, remorseless
force of her mother, the same attachment to
the Tyrian idolatry, and the same cruel
recklessness. She was married to Jehoram,
the son of Jehoshaphat, and he was only a
pliant tool in her hands. When he died she
had still the important influence of the king's
mother. When King Ahaziah was slain by
Jehu, all the ferocious instinets and am-
bitions of her nature awoke and she deter-

i S TR,

o

e

o S T S T SO P WRSESES

e,

P P e TR TTNRTC NN e T R R g

R, A R G e ORGP P 5% 3




BRI £ -

t -

e

T T ey 3

=

e

LY

mined to reign herself and murdered all

182 The Teachers Monthly

her own grandchildren except Joash. The
strength and energy of her character appear,
when we remember that no queen had reigned
in Judah or Israel, and yet for six years the
iron hand of the half-Phenician idolatress
kept the kingdom in subjection and promoted
the worship of Baal.

(‘rowN—The placing of a crown on the

Brought forth the king's son, v. 12. The
traveler, in an African jungle, when night
falls, surrounds his encampment with a little

chain of fires, and then lies
A Wall of Fire down to sleep in peaceful

security from the wild beasts
that prowl in the night. They will not dare,
he knows, to venture within that fire-ringed
enclosure. Not so safe is that traveler as is
the man whom God loves. Round him the
Lord makes Himself, to use Zechariah’s
magnificent figure, a very “ wall of fire”,
through which no foe can break and no evil
find its way.

Gave him the test'mony, v. 12, Stanley, the
famous African explorer, who found Living-
stone, and whose discoveries remade the
map of the Dark Continent,
was placed as a boy in a work-
house in England, where he
suffered the most cruel and brutal treatment.
At last he ran away, and shipped as a cabin
boy in a vessel bound for New Orleans. On
this vessel he again had to endure shameful
abuse. Recalling the days of his boyhood,
he could remember scarcely a happy hour.
But he tells how he was always glad that in
those workhouse years, he had been com-
pelled to memorize many passages in the
Bible. These portions of God’s Word had
gone with him all through life, and had made
him a stronger and better man.

God save the king, v. 12. When our King
George V., was so suddenly called to his great
honor and task, he said in his address to his

) people : “ I am deeply sensible
g:zhl:::'o“a' of the very heavy responsibili-
ties which have fallen upon me.

T know that I can rely upon Parliament and
upon the people of these Islands and of my
Dominions beyond the Seas for their prayers

Stanley and
the Bible

APPLICATION

April 16

head of the monarch at the beginning of his
reign is very ancient, and there is scarcely
any country in which it has not been followed
in some form. It has always constituted the
formal recognition of him as king by all his
officers and subjects, and also by surrounding
nations. The anointing at the time is signifi-
cant of consecration to the service of God
and endowment by the Spirit for it.

that God will grant me strength and guid-
ance.”” When at the close of our public
gatherings, we sing our National Anthem,
the act is something more than a form of
mere courtesy. It is a prayer from the
hearts of his loyal subjects that the King of
kings may bless our sovereign lord with all
needed grace, that he may in his life worthily
represent his divine Master, and in his rule
promote righteousness and peace among his
subjects. With what depth of feeling, and
sincerity of purpose, we ought to sing the
familiar words !

Made a covenant, v. 17. When a soldier first
entered the Roman army, an oath was ad-
ministered to him with every circumstance of

solemnity. He promised never
il to desert his standard, to sub-
Sacramentum . . .
mit his own will to the com-
mands of his leaders, and to sacrifice his life,
if need should be, for the safety of the em-
peror and the empire. On the first of Janu-
ary, the oath of service ar! fidelity to the
emperor was annually renewed by the sold-
iers. This oath was called the “ sacrament-
um "’ or sacrament, and the name has been
carried over to the Lord’s Supper, in which
the followers of Jesus pledge their loyalty and
devotion to Him. No soldiers of an earthly
leader shduld be suffered to outdo in fidelity
those who fight under the King of heaven.
The Lord’s people, v. 17. The beautiful
garden rose of to-day was once the common
brier. Time was when the apple-tree was
full of spines and its fruit disagreeable to the
taste. What a transformation has been
wrought by the loving care of man ! Greater
and more glorious has been the transform:-
tion wrought by the grace of God amorg
those nations that have made Him their Loxd
For where God reigns in the hearts of a pople
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temperance, meekness, kindness, purity,
loyalty, sympathy, justice, and all the fruits
of enlightenment and love, flourish, How
carnestly we should work and pray that Can-
ada may be wholly won and held for God !
His images brake they in pieces thoroughly,
v. 18.  An old Greek story tells of Proleus,
4 monster which was able to change itself
from one shape to another.
The hero Ulysses was forewarn-
ed, that it would be of no use
to kill it only in its first form, because it
would appear again and again in ever vary-

Ulysses and
Proleus

ing guise, now as a seal, now as a lion, now
as a bear. It must be killed in whatever
way it presented itself, if it was to be con-
quered in the end. The ancient story has
its lesson for us in our fight with sin. If we
would be victors in this conflict, we must be
quick to discern the evil in sin, however it
may come to us, and ready every time to
deal it a death blow. And every time we
overcome sin, we make it easier to win the
next battle and bring nearer the day of com-
plete victory.

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the School.

For Teachers of Bible Classes

Trace the history of Judah since the reign
of Jehoshaphat. Have well in hand 2 Kgs.
8:25-20; 9:27, 28 and 2 Chron. 22 : 10 to
23 : 21, with the story especially of the fearful
revenge which fell on the worshipers of Baal.
The Lesson illustrates the unseen, and largely
unrecognized, control of Providence over
human events. The following outline may
suffice to guide the discussion :

1. The seizure of the throne by Athaliah,
vs. 1-3. Emphasize the treachery of the
queen, and her ambition to be supreme. Use
her conduet as an illustration of the harden-
ing power of sin and rebellion against God.
Bring out two points as especially note-
worthy in their teachings : (a) The myster-
ious manner in which God works for the over-
throw of evil. The saving of Joash was re-
markable, especially by a daughter of wicked
Joram. Have the hiding place of the young
prince noted. (See Ps. 27:5.) (b) The
results of the sinful alliance of Judah's royal
house with that of Ahab, reaching far beyond
the thought of those who first formed it.
Discuss the power of evil association.

2. The conspiracy of Jehoiada, vs. 4-8. The
high priest was the head of the nation before
there were kings (see Deut. 17 :12). Je-
hoiada was, therefore, a natural leader for the
present revolt. Show the value of a well
thought out plan, carefulness in details, the
power of sentiment and patriotic symbols in
any movement (David’s spears and shields).

Is there any suggestion in the Lesson for our
social and temperance movements ?

3. The proclamation of the king, vs. 9-12.
Joash was only a secondary figure in the re-
volution, and was important as representing
the royal line. Point out the religious em-
phasis in the programme, and study Deut.
17 : 18, 19 as the ideal of Israel's govern-
ment.

4. The death of Athaliah, vs. 13-16. Bring
out briefly the helplessness. loneliness and
horror of the queen. Though reigning, she
must have been much hated. Is there ever
any real confidence or strength, in sin ?

5. The covenant with God, ve.17,18. Em-
phasize : (a) The terms of the covenant.
This is fundamental in religion. (b) The re-
moval of the symbolism of the false worship.
This shows a clear insight into the demands
of God for an upright reign and authority.

This Lesson has many practical applica-
tions. Teach the power unseen on the side
of truth, the value of loyalty to the throne,
the power of democracy, the hope of righteous-
ness against tyranny, the religious basis
of government. Press home the truths that
godliness is its own reward, vice is its own
enemy, mere foree is not security or authority,
the only lasting institutions are those built
upon the laws of truth, obeyed by the people.

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars
Who were the three leading, characters in
the history of Judah, when Joash, the boy
king, was crowned ? (1) Athaliah, the
daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, who was as
bad as her mother. (2) Jehosheba the wife,
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of the high priest. For what is she remem-
bered ? (3) Jehoiada, the high priest, who
secured the crown for the bey prince whom
his wife had saved from Athaliah’s massacre.

1. Tee RevorutioN, vs. 9-12. By whom
was it brought about ? How long did it take
Jehoiada to perfect his plans? He waited
till Joash was seven years old. No doubt
by that time Athaliah had made herself most
unpopular by the shameless life she lived.
Everything in the story indicates this. It
seemed an easy matter for Jehoiada to gain
over to his party the leading men. Have
the coronation described. Emphasize the
part “ the testimony ", the Bible, plays in
the coronation. Compare the presentation
of the Bible to British sovereigns at their
coronation. What was the Hebrew national
anthem ?  When did they first use “ God save
the king” ? (See 1 Sam. 10 :24.) Discuss
the meaning of our national anthem ?

II. Tue FAteE oF ATHALIAH, vs. 13-16.
Aroused by the shouts of the people, Atha-
liah hastened to the temple to see what it all
meant. What a fearful surprise awaited
her ! Describe what she witnessed. How
did she express herself ? It was an awful
death she came to. God's judgments very
often fall in this life. Can a sinner esecape
punishment in this world ? Is it true that
every sin carries its own punishment wrapped
up in it ?

III. Tae NarioNaL CoveENANT, vs. 17-20.
Who were the parties to this covenant and
what were the terms ?  What a grand nation-
al ideal ! Show how we have an ideal like
this expressed in our beautiful national
hymn, “ From ocean unto ocean”, Hymn
506, Book of Praise.

In order to be loyal to this old covenant,
it was necessary to destroy idolatry in the
land. Discuss some of many things of the
Baal kind in our own land, on which it is
necessary to wage war, if we would be faithful
to our covenant, such as intemperance, im-
purity, infidelity, ete.

The covenant proved a great blessing to
the people, v. 20. Dwell on the importance
for a country or an individual of being loyal

to God, and the immense gain in this life, as
well as in the next, of doing what is right, of
living for Christ.

April 16
For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Get before the class, in briefest outline, by
questioning, with telling where necessary, the
events between the Lessons,—how Elisha
caused Jehu to be anointed king of Israel,
and how Jehu slew Jehoram, the king in
whose reign most of Elisha's miracles were
wrought, his mother Jezebel and all her
children, and made himself king. (See chs
6 :24 to 10 : 36.)

To-day’s Lesson takes us to the kingdom
of Judah. Including the unprinted verses
it tells of two events : first, the saving of a
prinee’s life, and, secondly, the erowning of a
prince.

1. The saving of a prince’s life, vs. 1-8
Bring out by questioning the story of Aha-
ziah’s death, the seizing of the throne by his
mother Athaliah, the wicked daughter of
Ahab and Jezebel, and her slaying of the dead
king's children, h.i own grandchildren, that
she might be secure in the kingdom. Touch
lightly on all these dreadful events, and
dwell on the courage and kindness of Jehos-
heba, Ahaziah’s sister and aunt of Joash, in
saving that prince, only a baby as he was,

from the slaughter ordered by the eruel queen.

Picture the six years which Joash spent in the

temple, learning to love God and His house.

Talk about Jehoiada the high priest’s (from

2 Chron. 22 :11, we learn that he was the

husband of Jehosheba) showing Joash, when

he was seven years old, to the officers of the
army, and taking a pledge of them that they
would help to make him king. This will
bring the class to the second event in the

Lesson.

2. The crowning of a prince, vs. 9-20.
Bring out the vivid details of this story,—
the officers of the army bringing their men
and arranging them in the temple court:
the arming of the officers with the weapons
taken by David from his enemies and stored
up in the temple; the guard of soldiers
standing round the king in the temple court ;
the placing on the king’s head of the crown
and the book containing God’s law, which the
king, as well as his people, were to obey;
the sudden appearance of Athaliah and her
doom ; the covenant that the king and
people should be loyal to God and to each

other ; the destruction of the temple of Baal
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tls and the enthronement of the young king. Golden Text, that the way to enjoy true

, by Press home, in closing, the lesson of the blessedness is to obey God’s commands.

-.:::; ‘ ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

rael In this section will be found further assist-  that is think about it, ponder over it. (4)
z in ance under various headings. We must “ practise” the Word. This is
were most important of all. For it is the ‘“ doer

her Something to Look Up of the work” who shall “be blessed ”,
chs. 1. Find God's promise to David that his James 1 : 25.

kingdom should be established forever. The Qu”tion on Missions
idom 2. Luke says of Jesus that there shall be

rsee, no end of His kingdom. Find the passage. Ques. 1 The East ?ndmns who) h.uve

of & ANSWERS, Lesson II.—(1) Ps. 27:3. °¢ome to Canada, are natives of the Punjab,

ok s ,); {’ ;ﬂ_ ’ Ac’ts 12 : 510 a district in the northern part of Inda.

i W P i ' They began to come to this ecountry in the
Yy

year 1903. For some time the number was

small. There was, however, one man among

. 1-8.

) Prove from Scripture
Ald-

That the young should serve God.

w his them who was clever enough to see that
i . Canada would be likely to prove a veritable
,(:h.:\fl The Catech‘m Canaan to the hunger-bitten, struggling

that Ques. 90. How we should read and hear millions of Hindustan. This man’s name
Touch God's Word. Question 89 tells us that the was Debichand, and he claimed to be a doctor.

and Holy Spirit gives the Word read and preached He wrote a good many letters setting forth
:Jvhus- power to save us. But there are some things  the beauty, wealth, and opportunities of the
wsh, in we must do for ourselves: (1) We must land which he had foun!. The stream once

2 WoS, “attend” to the Word, that is, give our started soon became rapid and swollen. It is
queen. minds toit. And in our attention there must  estimated that there are at least 2,500 of
in the be “ diligence ”, earnest seeking for God's these in this country. In religion, the greater
house. blessing on what we read and hear. (2) We number of them are Sikhs ; they claim not

| (from | must “‘ receive ” the Word, trusting with all to be idolaters. Their sacred book, the
ras the our heart in the God who gave it (““with  Grunth, is full of ethical and moral teachings.
. when * faith '), and delighting in it ( “ with love ”). A few of these immigrants are Hindus or
;’m‘ the (3) We must “lay it up in our hearts”, Mohammedans.

at they ' FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

ais will Lesson Subject—God’s people learning that God blesses the obedient.

in the Introduction—Here is a crown (of gilt paper), or an outline in yellow chalk). Speak

again of the coronation of our

king. What boy in the class is

seven years old ? Bring one
forward and place the crown

] 0 1/ upon his head. We are going to

weapons —— hear.‘about a boy king, Joash,
d s!n'rvd TH E Boy X'Ne 9 sever, years old, being crowned
soldiers JaA QB O king of Judah.

e court ; 3 H EYED S A Wicked Woman—We all
nc'cro“‘“ love our grandmothers so much,
thich the we can hardly believe there could
o obey

and her SHOUI-D QBsy AWS be a cruel, wicked grandmether.

5. 9-20.

story,—

eir men
court |

(Tell the story of Athaliah.)
ding and The Rightful King—A loving
| to each aunt had taken the baby Joash
e of Baal (one year old) and hidden him in
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the temple. (Continue the story.)

A Surprise—The high priest has a surprise
for the people. One day he sends for all
the rulers and great men, and makes them
solemnly promise to keep a secret. Then
he brings before them the young prince
Joash (now seven years old). How pleased
they are that even one son of the royal family
should have been kept alive ! Tell of the
plans to guard the young prince.

The Boy King Joash—Tell of the corona-
tion. The crown is put upon his head, and
the Bible (the ‘ testimony ) laid on the
crown. A copy of the Bible is also given to
our king when he is erowned, and he makes
the same promise that the young King Joash
made. He is anointed. The people clap
their hands (All clap) and shout, “ God save

The Teachers Monthly
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the king ", just as the people do when our
kings are crowned in England.

The Wicked Woman Punished—" Listen ! "
says Athaliah. “ What can the noise mean ?"
and she hurries to the temple to see. She
sees the young king with the crown upon
his head. She is very angry, but her anger
does her no good. The soldiers are ordered
to take her out and put her to death.

A Covenant—A promise is made by the
king and the people that they will be God's
people and obey His laws.

Golden Text—Repeat Golden Text. Out-
line a Bible beside the crown. Can little
ones obey God's law ? Here is a beautiful
law of Jesus which you ecan all obey,—
“Little children, love one another” (Explain).

To Think About—I should obey God.

FROM THE PLATFORM

WINNING CROWNS

What king was crowned in the Lesson ?
coronation ?
WinNiNng Crowns (Print.)
of vietory over temptation.

that she was to be Queen of England, ““ I will be good.”

Over what people ?
After a few such questions, announce to the School that the talk will be about
Quote James 1 : 12, and bring out that it speaks about a erown
Tell the story of the girl Victoria, who said, when she was told

Who brought about his

Next quote Rev. 2 : 10. The scholars

will readily see that the crown referred to here is that which comes as the reward of duty

faithfully done.

Illustrate by Nelson’s last words, as he died on his ship in the midst of battle,

“ Thank God, I have done my duty.” Finally, remind the scholars that this Easter day com-
memorates the resurrection of Jesus, and that the risen Saviour has now been crowned (Rev.

19 : 16) ; and recall 2 Tim. 4 : 8.

Seek to kindle in every heart a resolve to win these erowns.

EASTER LESSON-—An Alternative Lesson

John 20 : 1-18,

Commit to memory vs. 15, 16.

GOLDEN TEXT-—The Lord is risen indeed.—Luke 24 : 34.

Time AND Prace—Passover, early in
April, A.D. 30; at the tomb in a garden
outside the north wall of Jerusalem.

Vs. 1-3. Mary Magdalene ; that is, of
Magdala, a fishing village north of Tiberias
on the Sea of Galilee. Mark (ch 16 :9) des-
cribes her as having had seven demons cast
out of her ; hence her loyal attachment to

the Master. She came now with spices, ete.,
to embalm the body, and she did not come
alone (Mark 16 :1). FEarly; before day-
break, for she could not see what Peter and
John saw a little later. The stone taken
away. So much she could not miss even in the
dim, early morning light. Runneth . .to Simon
Peter ; excited and breathless, to those most
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interested, likely to Peter's house. Other
disciple ; John. They have taken away the
Lord. She has no idea of a resurrection :
the open sepulchre means to her that the grave
has been robbed by friend or enemy.

Ve. 4-10. They ran both together ; both
eager, but the younger outstripped the elder.
Looking in. linen clothes lying ; strips of
linen used to wrap the dead. Went he not
in; from feelings of delicacy or reverence.
Simon  Peter. .entered ; older and bolder.
Linen cloths. .the napkin. .rolled up..by it-
self (Rev. Ver.) Clearly the body had not
been snatched away in haste. Other disciple

came . .saw. .believed. The truth opened
up to him ; the fold:d napkin meant that
Jesus Himself had risen and Himself laid
these things aside. Then he believed in the
risen Christ. Belief is the be-all and erd-all
of John's Gospel (see ch. 20:31). The
seripture, that he must rise again from the dead.
The empty grave and folded napkin were the
first evidence, scripture came second. Went
away . . home ; to the house where they were
staying, whence Mary had fetched them (v.
2).

Vs. 11-18. Mary. .standing . .weeping (Rev.

Ver.) She had followed the men to the tomb,
and now when they went off, she remained
behind,—the instinet of woman’s love.
Stooped and looked into the tomb (Rev. Ver.)
She could not believe that her Lord was gone.
Two angels in white. .why weepest thou ?
Knowing well that the best comfort was to
let her speak her sorrow. Turned. .saw Jesus
standing, and knew mnot that it was Jesus.
Arrested by a sound behind her, she turned
from the angels, but Jesus she did not recog-
nize through her tears. She did not expect
Him, and He was changed in appearance
(see Mark 16 :12). Woman. .weepest. .seek-
est. She was evidently seeking some one.
Supposing him to be the gardener. None but
the gardener was likely to be there at that
early hour and to address her so ; naturally,
she thought, he would know what had become
of the body. Mary..Rabboni. * Surprise,
recognition, relief and joy utter themselves
in her exclamation.” Touch me not. She
had evidently moved to fall at His feet and
embrace His knees ; but He had a task be-
fore Him, and she one before her : they must
be gone. [ have seen the Lord (Rev. Ver.) ;
the triumph of loyalty.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—The resurrection of Jesus.

Introduction—Have some cut flowers or
flowering plants or bulbs befere your class as
you greet them on this Easter Sunday.
Speak of the returning springtime. Have
they been looking at their garden beds to see
the little green heads popping out of the
ground after their sleep under the snow
blankets ? Listen to the birds singing and
getting ready for their nest building ! All is
joy. Everything is waking up and getting
ready to begin life again.

Easter—I¢t is nice that Easter comes in the
springtime. The flowers coming back to
new life, and all the joy and brightness, make
us think of the new life that Jesus has promis-
ed to us all after we have lived here and died.
We shall live again in a beautiful world of
brightness and joy.

Jesus' Life—Jesus lived in our world, and
worked and preached and healed and helped,
and suffered sorrow and pain and death.

Jesus" Death—Recall the death and burial

of Jesus (Outline the tomb with flowers
around it).

Jesus' Resurrection—Jesus did not stay
dead. He came back to life again, never to
die any more ; and He says, because He lives
we shall live again also. (Print, Fripay,
SATURDAY, Sunpay, and beside each print
the happening of the day.)

Good Friday—Tell of the care taken lest
the body of Jesus might be taken from the
tomb.

Saturday—Jesus’ body remained in the
tomb. His friends went to the temple. Tt
was the Jews’ Sabbath day.

Sunday—Tell the Easter story vividly.

Golden Texrt—Print over the open tomb,
Tue Lorp 18 Risen INpEED (Repeat). We
should r joice and tell. We can pray to Him,
love Him, work for Him and go to live with
Him when we die.

Easter Hymn—Sing vs. 5, 6, 7, Hymn 550,
Book of Praise.

Something to Think About—Jesus lives now.
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JOASH REPAIRS

Lesson IV.

2 Kings 12: 4-15. Study 2 Kings 11: 21 to 12: 15.

April 23

THE TEMPLE April 23, 1911
Read 2 Kings, chs. 12, 17. Commit

to memory v. 11.
GOLDEN TEXT —Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly.—1 Chronicles 29: 9.

4 And Jeho'ash said to the priests, All the money
of the ! dedicated things that is brought into the
house of the Lorp, ? even the money of every one that
passeth the account, the money that every man is set
at, and all the money that ? cometh into any man's
heart to bring into the house of the Lorb,

5 Let the priests take it to them, every man ¢of
his acquaintance : and ® let them repair the breaches
of the house, wheresoever any breach shall be found.

6 But it was so, that in the three and twentieth
year of king Jeho'ash the priests had not repaired
the breaches of the house.

7 Then king Jeho'ash called for Jehoi’ada the

riest, and ‘l{‘ne other priests, and said unto them,

'hy repair ye not the breaches of the house ? now
therefore 7 receive no more money * of your acquaint-
ance, but deliver it for the breaches of the house.

8 And the priests consented ®to receive no more
money ‘of the people, neither ? to repair the breaches
of the house.

9 But Jehoi’ada the priest took a chest, and bored
a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside the altar, on
the right side as one cometh into the house of the
Lorp : and the priests that kept the door put therein
all the money that was brought into the house of the

Revised Version—! hallowed ;

rated, and all ; %it; *from ; ®they shall repair; *for;

Lorp.
10 And it was so, when they saw that there was

much money in the chest, that the king's scribe and
the high priest came up, and they put up in bags,
and told the money that was found in the house of
the Lorp.

11 And they gave the money !9 being told, into
the hands of them that did the work, that had the
oversight of the house of the Lorp : and they ™ laid
it out to the carpenters and 2 builders, that wrought
upon the house of the Lorbp,

12 And to ¥ masons, and 2 hewers of stone, and
¥ to buy timber and ' hewed stone to repair the
breaches of the house of the Lorp, and for all that
was laid out for the house to repair i,

13 1 Howbeit there were not made for the house
of the Lorp '*bowls of silver, snuffers, basons,
trumpets, any vessels of gold, or vessels of silver,
xl.f the money that was brought into the house of the

JORD :

14 % But they gave that to 7 the workmen, and re-
paired therewith the house of the Lord.

15 Moreover they reckoned not with the men,
into whose hand they delivered the money to 18be
bestowed on workmen : for they dealt faithfully,

2in current money, the money of the persons for whom each man is

7 take ; ®that they should take no; °Omit to;

10 that was weighed out into ; " paid ; 2 the ; " for buying ; " hewn ; ¥ But there ; ¢ cups ; 7 them that

did the work ; ‘% give to thera that did the work.
LESSON PLAN
1. The People’s Gifts, 4, 5.
II. The Priests’ Neglect, 6-8.
II1. The King's Plan, 0 10.
1V. The Workers’ Faithfulness, 11-15.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of 1. B. R. Association)

M.—Joash repeirs the temple, 2 Kgs. 11 : 21
2: 8. T.—Joash repairs the temple, 2 Kgs. 1
9-16. W.—Another account, 2 Chron. 24 : 4-
Th.—The ransom money, Ex. 30: 11-16. F
Willing gifts, 1 Chron. 20 : 1-9, S.—Building with
joy, Ezra 3 : 8-13. 8.—Joy in God’s house, Ps. 122,

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 91. How do the sacra-
ments become effectual means of salvation ? A. The
sacraments become effectual means of salvation, not
from any virtue in them, or in him that doth adminis-

to
14.

ter them ; but only by the blessing of Christ, and the
w"]nrking of his Spirit in them that by faith receive
them.

The Questions on Missions—4. How should the
Oriental immigrants be treated ? In a Christian
spirit. They should be trained in religion and edu
cation, so that they shall become good Christians and
good Canadians.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Prai
mental Lesson); 387 ; 383 ; 08 (Ps. 8
PriMARY QUARTERLY); 389,

Special Scripture Reading—Ps. 122, (To be
read responsively or in concert by the whole School.)

Lantern Slides—For Lesson, B. 1077, Joash Re
pairs the Temple. For Question on Missions, C. 436,
A Group of Chinese School Girls,

Stereograph —For Lesson, Solomor’s Temple, Re
production of the Famous Schick Moc .el (Underwood
& Underwood, see page 165).

138 (Supple-
1.); 426 (from

EXPOSITION

Time and Place—About B.C. 814, the
twenty-third year of Joash, who ruled about
B. C. 836-767 ; Jerusalem.

Connecting Links—The temple was, in a
sense, the chapel royal : it was royal property
and its priests were servants of the king.
Its treasures were the king's : he eould use
them as he would. On the other hand,
whenever repairs were needed, from the time
of Solomon on, the expense of them had to be
defrayed by the king. The proposal of Joash
is that the temple shall be self-supporting ;
the people’s offerings should be used for the
purpose.

Beginning to reign at seven years of age,
Joash ruled well so long as he had Jehoiada

as his counselor ; but he permitted his people
to offer sacrifices elsewhere than at the
temple. Ch. 11 :21to 12:3.
I. The People’s Gifts, 4, 5.

V. 4. Jehoash ; a fuller form of Joash.
It was in Joash's twenty-third year (he would
then be thirty) that he finally had the re-
pairs made, v.6, and probably not long be-
fore that time, that he undertook the work.
The money of the hallowed things (Rev. Ver.) ;
gifts to the sanctuary, holy offerings. They
were of two sorts: (1) assessments; (2)
free gifts. Current money (Rev. Ver.). It
is better to read, with a Greek version, ‘‘the
money for which each man was assessed ",
for example, the half shekel required of every
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man of twenty-one in Israel, Ex. 30 :12.
Money . .each man is rated (Rev. Ver.); a
legal form of speech, which means the same
as the words preceding,—assessment money.
All. .that cometh into any man's heart to
bring. These are free-will offerings, to
signify thanksgiving. Out of the money
gathered from these two sources, the costs of
repair should be defrayed.

V. 5. Let the priests take, ete. This was the
king's first proposal. The priests were to
administer the money for repairs. Every
man of his acquaintance. The collection was
to be made in all the cities of Judah, and not
in Jerusalem alone (see 2 Chron. 24 : 5), and
naturally each priest would gather his share
from the people of the place to which he him-
self belonged.

Repair ; make good any damage to the
walls or other parts of the temple building.
Evidently it had been much neglected through
the years when Athaliah was crown princess,
when she was the king's wife, and when she
reigned as queen,

I1. The Priests’ Neglect, 6-8.

Vs. 6-8. Three and twenticth year (see v. 4)
..priests had not repaired. The reason of the
priests’ failure is not given. Probably, with
the neglect of the temple, the offerings had
decreased ; and the priests had perhaps
found difficulty in bringing up the contribu-
tions to the necessary amount and also in
apportioning the sums received between their
own maintenance and the repairs. The king's
first plan had failed. Jehoash called for
Jehoiada ; as the leader of the other priests.
Why repair ye not..? Frankly and openly
the king inquires into the reason for the delay

of the repairs, so that, wherever the blame
rests, effective arrangements may be made
for the doing of the work. A verse like
this v. 7 lets us see clearly how the king in
those days was master of the sanctuary (see

Connecting Links). The priests consented,
etc. Money and repairs had to go together.
No repairs, no money. The king would now
see to the whole matter by means of a homely
device.
lIl. The King's Plan, 9, 10.

V. 9. Jehoiada, the priest; following in-
structions from the king, 2 Chron. 24:8.
A chest. .beside the altar ; the brazen altar

Joash Repairs the Temple
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of burnt offering in the temple court opposite
the porch. Priests that kept the door. These
would seem to be the guards stationed at the
doorway to prevent any one from going in
who was not qualified to enter. Money..
brought ; in response to the royal proclama-
tion made throughout the land, 2 Chron.
24 :9. They had to see that all the offerings
mentioned in v. 4 were deposited in the chest
in full sight of the givers.

V.10. The king's scribe; or secretary,
who would be a check on the high priest in
reckoning the money. Told the money ;
determined its value by weighing it. This
was done in “the king's office ”’, 2 Chron.
24 :11. The account in Chronicles tells us
further that the chest was repeatedly emptied
and put back in its place.

IV. The Workers' Faithfulness, 11-15.

Vs. 11-15. Them that did the .work, ete. ;
that had the oversight of the house. The
money seems te have been paid directly to
overseers (contractors without contracts),
who in turn paid it to the workmen. Masons,
and hewers of stone. The need of repair is
seen in the fact that even the walls had to be
rebuilt or strengthened. Not made. .cups
(Rev. Ver.). .snuffers, ete. So much had to
be spent in the repair of the building that
nothing was left for the furnishings. These
were provided afterwards, 2 Chron. 24 : 14.
They dealt faithfully. A splendid tribute to
the reputation of these contractors or over-
seers. They were known to be men of such
integrity, that no account was demanded of
them for their expenditure of the money given
to them.

V. 16 tells of the provision made for the
priests under the new arrangement.

Light from the East

Breacues—This is a striking picture of
things in the East to-day. Many of the oldest
and most sacred mosques are piles of ruins.
The rock in the Mosque of Omar, reputed
so holy that no one is allowed to touch it,
is covered with dust and dirt apparently an
inch deep. No road will be repaired, or fence
built, or cemetery protected, unless the Arab
is forced by some superior authority to do so.
If you urge him to hurry, his reply is, ‘“There
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will be another day.” You may plead, and
sculd, and denounce, and threaten, but it will
not move him much. He is content to bask
in the sun in the rags and dirt, and he blames
the government for his condition, but it is his
nature. Every village is one vast manure
heap, vet no one thinks of putting it on the
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land ; it is allowed to waste away, generation
after generation. Then they are all very
skilful in the science of graft. No public
work can be done there without a part of the
money handled finding its way into private
hands, and in the Turkish empire this is
expected, and is caleulated in the estimates.

APPLICATION

Jehoash did that which was right, v. 2. 1t is
told of Dannecker, the German sculptor, that
he occupied eight years upon a marble statue
of Christ. When he had labored
two years upon it, he called into
his studio a little girl, and di-
recting her attention to the statue, asked her,
“ Who is that ?””  He saw he had failed, so he
began anew. Some time afterwards he called
the child into his studio and repeated his
question. After looking silently at it for
some time, she said in quiet tones, ‘“ Suffer
little children to come unto Me.” The
" sculptor had succeeded. But he had to
gaze long upon the Christ before he could
work out a true image of Him. To live the
Christ-life is a still more difficult task, and
we must live in the presence of the Master,
to succeed. What a blessing it is, then, that
we have grown up in the house of God, from
the first, living in a Christian atmosphere,
coming under the spell of the Bible stories,
and being on intimate terms with the Father !
It is thus that we come to know God well,
and out in the hard discipline of responsible
life find it possible to do that which is right
in His sight. With those early years wasted,
the vision of God ean never be so clear, or the
life so strong and pure.

The money that cometh into any man'’s heart
to bring, v. 4. Henry Ward Beecher says :
“There are some men who zive as springs give;
whether you go to them or not,
they are always full, and your
part is only to put your dish
under the everflowing stream. Others give
just as a pump does when the w¢ll is dry and
the pump leaks.” Another puts it : “ Some
men give according to their means, others
according to their meanness’” Only that
giving is worthy of God into which we put our
heart, which has something of the abandon
of love in it, which measures well up to our

The Sculptor’s
Test

How to Give

ability, which demands some sacrifice on our
part. As God has bestowed His most price-
less gifts on us freely, so we should give to
His cause in the same willing, liberal spirit.

Set it beside the altar, v. 9. Giving is not
something apart from our worship of God,
but an element in it. The chest and the
altar belong together. Dr.
Robert E. Speer tells that,
while he was dressing one morn-
ing, his little boy was in the room, and was
counting his money. ‘ What are you going
to do with all that money ?" asked his father.
“Spend it at the fair”, he replied. “I
think if I were you ", the father replied, “ I
would put some of that money in my mission-
ary bank before going to the fair.” But
the boy was unwilling. “ Very well ”, ob-
served the father, ‘““ but let us kneel down
and say our prayers before we go down to
breakfast.” They knelt down as usual, but
the father noticed that his son omitted the
customary petition for God’s blessing on the
missionaries ; and he said so. ‘“But father,
I need all that money”, the boy indignantly
replied. “T didn’t say anything about your
money "', the father said, ‘“ but only about
your prayers.” For a moment the boy
struggled with his conscience, and then
prayed as he was wont to pray. When he
had finished, he remarked quietly, “ I guess
I had better put some of that money in the
missionary bank.” He saw that he could not
ask God to bless the missionaries unless he
himself was making some sacrifice for them.
Our response to the wonderful love of God
for us is incomplete, if we do not lay upon His
altar our possessions as well as our lives.
And our prayers for the prosperity of His
church are insincere, if we do not give for its
work as well as pray for its success. * Bring
an offering, and come into His courts.”

Chest and
Altar
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TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the School,

For Teachers of Bible Classes

The repairing of the temple was the chief
event in Joash's reign. Point out several
reasons why the temple needed repairing,
such as the natural wear which was showing
in the walls (v. 5), and the work of the
idolaters who had sought to ruin the building
(see 2 Chron. 24 : 7).

As a preliminary study, take v, 2, which
states that the king did right as long as the
priest Jehoiada instrueted him. Use this to
illustrate the power of wise guidance. Talk
of our debt to parents, ministers, Sunday
School teachers. Apply to leaders amongst
young people, and all who, in virtue of their
position or influence, have power over others.

1. The failure of the priests, vs. 4-6. Make
clear the sources from which funds were to be
provided (see Exposition), and then discuss
the reasons of the failure. ( See Exposition.)

2. The king’s new plan for raising money,
vs. 7-10. The priests were given the trespass
and sin offerings as by law (see v. 16, and
compare Lev. 5 : 15, 16), and the king took
the providing of money for the temple repairs
into his own hands. Bring out the details
of the new financial plans : (a) The people
throughout the land were asked for contri-
butions by a royal proclamation, 2 Chron.
24:9; (b) Provision was made for receiving
the money ; there was a public chest. (c)
A competent finance committee was appoint-
ed in which the royal secretary and the high
priest acted together. (d) The results were
satisfactory. So cheerfully and with such
liberality did the people give, that there was
money in abundance for the work to be done.
Emphasize the duty of Christian liberality,
and the necessity for adequate business meth-
ods in the church.

3. The success of faithful service, vs, 11-15.
Discuss the actual carrying out of the work.
It was placed in the hands of experts, and the
necessary things (not ornamentation) were
done first (see 2 Chron. 24: 14 for the way the
surplus was used). Bring out the reputation
for integrity enjoyed by the overseers or
contractors ; as evidenced by the fact that

no account was demanded from them of the
money placed in their hands. Dwell on the
successful completion of the work.

The main lesson is the spirit and method
of Christian giving. Discuss modern condi-
tions. Trace poor giving to its cause, either
in an illiberal spirit in church members or to
bad or insuficient methods. Deal with the
remedy. First, set forth the highest and
most powerful motives for giving, such as love
to Christ, the claims of mankind, ete.; then
diffuse information as to the church’s work
and its needs ; then put in operation good
business methods.

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars

Question the class about the temple—how
old a building it was at that time (nearly 150
years), why it had got out of repair. Elicit
such reasons, as neglect during the reigns of
wicked rulers before Joash, and, perhaps the
removal of portions of its walls to furnish
stone for the temple of Baal. Why do
church buildings get into a dilapidated con-
dition like this ? It is the same in every age.
If we get away from God, we get away from
God’s house : if we are interested in every-
thing that is good, we must be interested in
God's house. Is it true that we can judge of
the spirituality of a church by looking at the
house in which the congregation worships ?

1. Joash plans repairs, vs. 4, 5. Why was
Joash so deeply interested in the temple ?
He loved it because it had been the home
of his childhood. His first seven years
had been spent there. It is a great bless-
ing to learn to love God's house in child-
hood. Very few other associations exercise
so lasting an influence upon character. Joash
was religiously disposed during the early part
of his reign, and must have grieved over the
dilapidated condition of the temple. Follow
out the details as to the sources from which
the needed funds were to be obtained (see
Exposition).

2. The work delayed, vs. 6-8. Why was this?
It is not easy to explain the long delay.
Perhaps the priests, finding that the money
that came in was not more than sufficient
for their own support, used it for that purpose
instead of expending it on the repairs. Ques-
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tion as to the change of plan by which the
king took both the work of raising money
and that of superintending the repairs out of
the priests’ hands and made entirely new
arrangements.

3. The work accomplished, vs. 9-15. Ques-
tion out the details of raising and taking care
of money for the repairs now adopted by the
king,—the public proclamation, the placing
of the chest beside the altar and the arrange-
ments for reckoning the amount of money
putintoit. Next discuss the spending of the
money, dwelling on the thoroughiness and
faithfulhess of those put in charge of the work.

Have a little talk about the principles and
methods of Christian giving. Put in the
forefront the spirit of glad willingness with
which we should give to the cause of Christ
who gave Himself for us. Emphasize, also,
the importance of system in giving.

For Teachers of the Boys aud Girls

The unprinted verses of the Lesson (1-3)
give us the name of Joash's mother, the name
of the good priest who was the young king's
instructor, and also tell about the idol wor-
ship that still went on in the land. Question
out this information, and after asking for the
Lesson Title, follow some such line as the
following :

1. Why did the temple need repairs ? Get
from the scholars, or give to them, the ex-
planation, that during the reigns of the wick-
ed rulers before Joash, God’s house had been
neglected, and, perhaps, some of its walls
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broken down to furnish stone for the temple
of Baal.

2. Why was it natural that Joash should
wish to repair the temple? With a little
suggestion, the scholars will explain how he
had lived in the temple for six years, when
he was a little boy, and would therefore love it
and its services. Now that he was a man and
king, it can easily be understood how anxious
he would be to make good all damage which
the holy building had suffered.

3. What was Joash’s first plan, and how did
it turn out? Question about the directions
which the king gave to the priests. See
Exposition for the various sources from which
money was to be got. Why did this plan
fail? Did the priests use for their own sup-
port the money that should have been spent
on the temple ?

4. What was the king's second plan and how
did ot succeed? The placing of the chest,
with the hole in the lid, beside the altar,
so that the priests could put into it the money
brought, in full sight of the givers, the ar-
rangements for the emptying of the chest
and the weighing of the money by the king's
secretary and the high priest together, the
plan for the payment of the workers, the
faithfulness of the overseers and the labor-
ers,—all these details should be brought out
by well directed questions.

Apply the teaching of the Lesson to our
giving for God’s work. Emphasize, in partic-
ular, two marks of right giving, that it should
be willing and that it should be systematic.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

The Temple of Jerusalem, which King
Joash found in sad need of repairs, is not
standing now ; but in the Semitic Musenm
of Harvard University at Cambridge, Mass.,
is a model of it, made according to the most
careful study of its original construction in
Solomon’s time. We can study this famous
model by using a stereograph made from
it (see page 188).

As you look at the model through the
stereoscope, you see nearest you a hillside,
partly sloping and partly cut or built up into
terraces, with a larger level space above it
on the top of the hill. Long, low buildings
extend all around that larger, oblong space,

enclosing it like a wall, with great doors or
gates here and there by which worshipers
could enter. Within that enclosure ( the
Court of the Gentiles) is a smaller oblong
enclosure which also has buildings ( higher
than the others ) completely surrounding it.
That was more holy ground than the outer
enclosure, and no Gentile was ever allowed
to enter it, but you can see where gates ad-
mitted priests and devout Jews. Inside the
smaller enclosure, you see the Holy Place
shaped like a church, its sacredness still more
marked by having a division wall set between
its entrance and the front court where the
altar stood,
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ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

[n this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Something to Look Up

1. Where is it said that “ God loveth a
cheerful giver "’ ?

2. Find, in Luke’s Gospel, the “tory of a
poor widow of whom Jesus said that she had
given more than the rich people who were
bringing their gifts to the temple.

ANSWERS, Lesson III.—(1) 2 Sam. 7:
16. (2) Luke 1 :33.

For Discussion
1. The sin of neglect.
2. Our duties to our own church.

Prove from Scripture
That we should give ourselves to God.

The Catechism

Ques. 91.  The sacraments — their value.
This is the first of seven questions that have
to do with the sacraments. There are two
mistakes about the sacraments against which
we are here warned. The one is to suppose
that there is in the water of Baptism, or in the
bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper, any
inherent power to save. The other is to
think that the person who administers the
sacrament is able, as a priest, to save. The
blessing received in the sacraments comes

from Christ alone. And it comes through the
Holy Spirit, who helps us to believe in Christ.
We are to put our trust not in any form or in
any man, but only and wholly in the Saviour
who is made known to us in the gospel.

The Question on Missions

Ques. 4. most of the East Indians who
have come to Canada, in their own country
were small farmers or laborers. Few of
them have very much education. Probably
not more than one-third of them can either
read or write. There are, of course, notable
exceptions. One may meet with men among
them who are as well informed as many of our
own high school or college graduates. These
educated ones are very keen and sharp, and
have their eyes open. ‘A good many people
seem to think that these people are all bad,
but most of them are quiet, polite and law-
respecting. Some of them would hold their
own in any company as gentlemen. They
have built two temples in British Colzmbia—
one at Vancouver, and the other at Millside.
Services are held fortnightly, The sacred
book of the Sikhs is ecalled, The Grunth.
This book is full of ethical and moral teach.
ings. The East Indians, and the Chinese as
well, »espond to kind treatment and to efforts
to bring them under the influence of the
gospel.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—God’s people learning that God asks for their gifts.
Introduction—Baby Clare, two years old, went to church for the first time. She lis-

tened to the singing and was a

[
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very good little girl ; but when
the collection plate was passed,
‘“she thought the man meant
her to take off a bit of the shiny
money "’. She reached out her
chubby fingers and grasped a
bright quarter, and said softly,
“Thank you.” Of course every-
body around smiled, just as you
are doing now, for youall know
that is not the way to do. We
must put our bits of money on
the plate for God’'s work, not
take the money off to keep it

for ourselves ; and Clare, too,
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soon learned to save her pennies for the col-
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lection plate.

Lesson—Sad to say, idol worship had not all
been stopped in Jerusalem. The temple was
robbed and the precious golden dishes taken
to the idol’s temple, and the walls were broken
down. Joash ordered the priests to take
charge of all the collections at the temple,
also to ask friends for money to repair the
temple and set workmen at it. Year after
year passed. Money was collected, but the
walls remained broken down. Joash called
the priests and asked why the work was not
done. They could give no reason, so Joash
told them they were not to collect any more
money, nor to take the collection money.

Review—Recall the boy king, Joash. The
little ones will delight to tell over again the
story of the baby prince who was saved
from the cruel queen and hidden in the
temple and who, when he was seven years
old was brought forth by the priest, Jehoiada,
and made king.

A Money Boxr—Have you a money box ?
Joash told the priests to make a wooden
money box with a hole in the lid (Outline),
and to put it beside the altar, and whatever
the people gave willingly to repair the temple
should be put into this box by the priests.

The box was carried to the king’s house, the

April 23

money weighed, put into bags, and given to
the men who were overseeing the work of
repairing the temple. They paid n to car-
penters and builders and masons and hewers
of stone, and to buy timber and stone.

Golden Tert—Repeat the Golden Text.
When churches need to be built or repaired,
we should give willingly and lovingly all we
can. God wants our gifts (Recall the story
of the widow's mite). Our little gifts, if
given willingly, are valued by Jesus.

A Good Plan—One day a gentleman gave
his little nephew a gold coin. “ Now you
must keep it", he said. ‘“ No", answered
the child, with a shake of his curly head,
“it is not all mine. I always go halves with
God.”

My Verse—

‘“ Here's my penny, Saviour dear,
Given as an offering here,
In remembrance of Thy love
Shining on us from above.
Lovingly I give to Thee,
Thou hast done so much for me.
May we help to send Thy Word,
Where the gospel is not heard.”

Something to Think About—1I should give
lovingly.

FROM THE PLATFORM

FOR WHAT NEEDED

HOW GOT
M N HOW ACCOUNTED FOR
HOW PAID OUT .

FOR WHAT NOT SPENT

Say to them that you want them to answer five questions about the Money (Print) spoken

of in the Lesson. Print these questions, one by one, on the blackboard. First, For WaHaAT
Neepep ? The answer will readily come, For the repairing of the temple walls. Second,
How Gor? Have the scholars deseribe the two plans for getting the money required,—
through collections by the priests and by means of the box placed in the temple court. Third,
How Accountep For ? See v. 10 ; emphasize the fact that the two officials went together,
so that one was a check on the other. Fourth, How Parp Our ? Vs. 11, 12 tell how the
money was given to the overseers and expended by them on labor and materials. Fifth,
For WaAT NoT SPENT? See v. 13 ; nothing was spent on mere ornaments; all was used for the
solid repair of the building. Call for the Golden Text, and lay stress on the true spirit of giving

for God’s work,—willingly and out of love to Him.
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Lesson V.
Jonah 3:4to4: 11.

God'’s Pity for the Heathen 195
*GOD’S PITY FOR THE HEATHEN

Study Jonah 3: 1to4: 11.

April 30, 1911

Read Jonah. Commit to memory

ch.4: 10, 12,
GOLDEN TEXT Go ye therefore, and teach all nations.— Matthew 28: 19.

5 ! S0 the people of Nin’eveh believed God, and
2 proclaimed & fast, and put on sackeloth, from the
greatest of them even to the least of them.

" 6 * For word came unto the king of Nin’cveh, and
he arose from his throne, and * he laid his robe from
him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in
ashes,

5 7 And he ®caused it to be proclaimed and pub-
lished through Nin’eveh by the decree of the king
and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast,
herd nor flock, taste any thing : let them not feed,
nor drink water : .

8 But let ®man and beast be covered with sack-
cloth, and cry mightily unto God : yea, let them
turn every one from his evil wa:, and from the
violence that is in their hands.

9 Who 7 can tell if. God will turn and repent, and
turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not ?

10 And God saw their works, that they turned
from their evil way ; and God repented of the evil,
8 that he had said that he would do unto them ; and
he did i not. i

Ch. 4: 1 But it displeased Jo’nah exceedingly,
and he was Y very angry.

2 And he prayed unto the Lorp, and said, I pray
thee, O Lorp, was not this my saying, when I was
vet in my country 7 Therefore I 10 fled before unto
Tar'shish : for I knew that thou art a gracious God,
and " merciful, slow to anger, and 2 of great kind-
ness, and repentest thee of the evil.

3 Therefore now, O Lorp, take, I beseech thee,

my life from me ; for it is better tor me to die than
to live,

4 ¥ Then said the Lorp, Doest thou well to be
angry ?

5 W So Jo'nah went out of the city, and sat on the
east side of the city, and there mudeiim a booth, and
sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what
would become of the city.

6 And the Lorp God prepared a gourd, and m: le
it to come up over Jon’ah, that it might be a shadow
over his head, to deliver him from his 1 grief. So
Jo’nah was exceeding glad ‘¢ of the gourd.

7 But God prepared a worm when the morning
rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it
withered.

8 And it came to pass, when the sun 7 did arise
that God prepared a 18 vehement east wind ; nnd
the sun beat upon the head of Jo'nah, that he fainted,
and !9 wished in himself 29to die, and said, It is
better for me to die than to live.

9 And God said to Jo'nah, Doe.t thou well to be
angry for the gourd ? And he said, I do well to be
angry, even unto death,

10 1 Then said the Lorp, Thou hast had pity on
the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured,
neither madest it grow; which came up in a night,
and perished in a night :

11 And should not I # spare Nin’eveh, that great
great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand
persons that cannot discern between their right hand
and their left hand ; and also much cattle ?

Revised Version—! And the ; 2 theg ; ¥ And the tidings reached the king ; * Omit he ; ® made procla-

mation ; ®them he covered with sackelot!

both man and beast, and let them cry ; 7 knoweth whether God

will not turn ; ® which he said he ; ® Omaut very ; 10hasted to flee unto ; ' full of compassion ; 2 plenteous
in merey ; ¥ And the Lord eaid ; 4 Then Jonah ; ¥ evil case ; !¢ becavse , 17 arose ; '8sultry ; !9 requested

for himself ; 2° that he might die ; ? have pity on.
LESSON PLAN

1. Jonah’s Obedience, s5-10.

II. Jonah's Disappointment, ch. 4 : 1-3.

111, The Lord’s Rebuke, 4-11.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of 1. 2. l&. Association)

M.—God’s pity for the heathen, Jonah 3 : 1-10.
T. ~God's pity for the heathen, Jonah 4 : 1-11.
W.—~The watchman's message, Ezek. 33 : 1-11.
Th.—A greater than Jonah, Luke 11 : 20-36, F.—
“Rich in merey ", Eph. 2 : 1-18. 8.—Look, and
be saved | Isa. 45 : 18-25. 8.—The harvest waiting,
Matt. 9 : 32-38. . .

Shorter Catechism-—Review Questions 88-91.

The Question on Missions—5. What is our
church doing to educate and evangelize these immi-

grants ? It employs missionaries among the Chinese

in British Columbia and in Montreal and Toronto.
In other places also, the Chinese are taught in Sunday
Schools. Some work has been done :unun.ﬁl the
KEast Indians, especially some time ago, by Dr.
Nugent, one of our missionaries to India home on
furlough. It has now been arranged to open a school
for them

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 138 (Supple-
mental Lesson); 457 ; 454 ; 27 (Ps. Sel.); 562 (from
PRIMARY UARTERLYH 240,

Special Scripture Reading—Ps. 72. (To be read
responsively or in concert by the whole School.)

f:nurn Slides—For Lesson, B. 1078, Jonah Cast
into the Sea; B. 1041, (see ch. 3: 4), For Question
on Missions, C. 222, Interior of a Chinese Merchant’s
House, Victoria, B.C. .

ltonoml?h—l"or Lesson, Human-headed Lion,
Cast from a Panel in the Royal Palace at Assyrian
Nineveh (Underwood & Underwood, see page 165).

EXPOSITION

Time and Place —Jonah, the son of Amit-
tai, lived and prophesied (2 ¥Kgs. 14: 25) in
the reign of Jeroboam, the son of Joash, in
Israel (about B.C. 781-741); Nineveh, the
most famous of all the great cities of Assyria.

Connecting Links—The story is that
Jonah was commanded of God to go and
announce the doom of Nineveh. But he had
a presentiment that the Ninevites might
repent and that Jehovah might even pardon
them, They were the foes and tyrants of

Israel, and though the Jews thought that
Jehovah was the God of the whole earth, they

could not bear to see Him show kindness to

their enemies. So Jonah fled to Tarshish in
Spain, because he grudged Nineveh the
chance of being forgiven.
foiled, chs. 1, 2.

A second time he was commanded to go to
Nineveh. To Nineveh, therefore, he went,

and proclaimed his word of doom,—‘ Yet
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.’

*This Lesson has been selected to be treated as a

pecial foreign y Lesson for the Quarter.

But his plan was

- 'ﬁ’&:-ltm.’i“i"" A

L

s . s I AT

o

o AL

SR IO AT SR R SN T

-4

=

o S R TR R T

i

=

-



d
1
é«

PN SR

X s e
— i I v

B

196 The Teachers Monthly April 30

Ch. 3 : 1-4, This is the message of the Book
of Jonah : “ Then hath God also to the Gentiles
granted repentance unto life ,”” Aets 17 : 18,
I. Jonah'’s Obedience, 5-10.

V. 5. People of Nineveh. See Light from
the East and Geography Lesson. Believed
God. They accepted as true what He had
said by His prophet, and believed in His
power to carry out Hin threat, and also in
His merey and willingness to forgive the
penitent. Proclaimed a fast; an act of
humiliation before God, of confession of sin,
and of supplication. Put on sackcloth ; a
sack-like garment made of a coarse, dark
goat's hair cloth, irritating to the skin : worn
in the East as & sign of abasement before God,
and of mourning. Greatest. .least ; all classes
alike.

Vs. 6-8. The tidings reached the king (Rev.
Ver.); of the great movement among his
people and its cause. Covered him with sack-
cloth ; like his subjects. Sat in ashes; a
symbol of extreme mourning (see Job 2 : 8).
To leave his throne for an ash heap was a sign
of humility wonderful in a sovereign noted
for his splendor and power. He made pro-
clamation (Rev. Ver.). Neither man nor
beast . .taste any thing. The fast was formally
approved by the king. It was an utter fast :
even the beasts must share the heavy and
weary load of human suffering. To the old
Hebrew, the beasts shared man’s life and
fortunes (compare Isa. 11: 6-9). Cry
mightily unto God (Rev. Ver.). The ecry
would be that God would forgive and spare
Nineveh. Twurn..from. .evil. It wasalways
assumed in the prophetic message, that doom
might be averted by repentance.

Vs. 9, 10. Who knoweth, ete. (Rev. Ver.).
The doubt is not whether God will forgive
those who truly repent, but whether repent-
ance is genuine and sincere. God repented. .
did it not. God does not change His mind.
The very purpose of His threatening the
Ninevites was to bring *hem to repentance,
that He might forgive them and withdraw
His decree of doom. (Compare Jer. 18 :7-10.)
Il. Jonah'’s Disappointment, ch. 4: 1-3.

Vs. 1-3. Displeased Jonah exceedingly. He
was angry at the divine forbearance towards
the enemies and oppressors of Israel. Was
not this my saying . . ¥ A confession of the true

ground of his flight to the West. Thou art a
gracious God, etc.; one of the supreme words
of religion. Therefore. .take. .my life. Elijah,
also, weary of living, had prayed to die. But
Elijah was discouraged when he was very
jealous for Jehovah ; Jonah was disappointed
because he was jealous of Jehovah.

I1l. The Lord’s Rebuke, 4-11.

Vs. 4-11. Doest thou well to be angry ? A
gentle rebuke ; God does not judge Jonah,
but asks him to judge himself. A booth ; a
hut of branches and twigs, like those used at
the Feast of Tabernacles (see Lev. 23 : 42;
Neh. 8 : 14-16). Sat ; as if doggedly looking
for his words to be fulfilled. The Lord God
prepared a gourd. See Light from the East
Jonah was exceeding glad ; delighted with the
shade that the quick-growing, broad-leaved
plant afforded. A worm ; which ate at the
heart of the gourd, so that it withered. A
sultry east wind (Rev. Ver.); a quiet, swel-
tering wind, the words mean. When the
gourd withered away, Jonah was left un-
sheltered, and he jfainted from the heat.
Requested . .might die (Rev. Ver.); overcome
and disgusted. Thou. pity on the gourd.
It had meant shade to nim, and he was dis-
appointed at its death. Should not I have
pity on Nineveh ? (Rev. Ver.); which Jehovah
Lad preserved for centuries, and which was
full of penitent men and innocent children
Surely the Father’s mercy is the court of
final appeal.

Light from the East

NiNeveHn—Was the capital of Assyria,
and stood on the eastern bank of the Tigris,
opposite the modern town of Mosul. The
walls were seven and a half miles in circum-
ference and enclosed a rectangular area of
about 1,800 acres. The lower part of the
wall was stone, and the upper part crude
brick. It was protected on the western
side by the river, and on the east by a
double earthwork, between which and the
wall there was a deep ditch, 145 feet wide,
filled with water. From 1900 to 607 B.C.
it was the centre of one of the most
powerful kingdoms of the world, but its
site was so completely deserted in Zeno-
phon’s time that all recollection of it had
disappeared.
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Gouro—The narrative represents Jonah
as making himself a booth of green branches
to shelter himself from the sun, but the
leaves soon withered and left him exposed.
The gourd which sprang up so suddenly was
a running vine, no doubt the bottle gourd of
the Arabs, which is planted beside every

booth, and trained by them over all their
trellises. It grows very rapidly, and soon
covers any space with a mass of broad leaves,
which form a cool and pleasant shade. It
dies just as quickly when any accident befalls
it, and its leaves shrivel up into such small
bulk as to be scarcely noticed.

APPLICATION

Anse, go unto Nineveh, v. 2. Blessed of
God beyond Israel’s richest measure, with
how much more emphasis does the missionary
call come to us! As one
writes : “ Of every two infants
in the world, one first sees the
light among idolaters in Eastern Asia. Of
every two brides, one offers her vows there.
Of every two widows, one is lamenting there.
Of every two orphan girls, one is wandering
there. Of every two wounded consciences,
one is trembling there. Of every two men
that die, one is departing there. The Christ
who died for all, through His free gospel, has
blessed our infants, cherished our brides,
cheered our family circles, comforted widows,
cared for orphans, healed wounded con-
sciences, and placed heaven before the gaze
of the dying.” The very fulness of God’s
goodness to us lays upon us a mighty obliga-
tion to carry the gospel of His love to the
famishing multitudes beyond.

The people of Nineveh believed God, v. 5.
Charles Darwin gave it as his conviction, after
visiting Terra del Fuego, that ‘“nothing can
be done by mission work ; all
the pains bestowed on the
natives will be thrown away.”
But after some years of labor there, such a
change was wrought in the people that Dar-
win candidly confessed he was wrong, and
said, “ The lesson of the missionary is the
magician’s wand.” So Alfred Russel Wal-
lace wrote of the Celebes : * The missionaries
have much to be proud of in this country.
Forty years ago it was a wilderness, the
people naked savages, furnishing their rude
homes with human heads. Now it is a
garden !” The church has yet to find a
nation that will not respond to the gospel
when faithfully presented, and that does not
grow purer, juster, and more humane through
te influence.

The Gospel of
Passing On

The Magic of
Missions

Turn every one from his evil way, v. 8. Said
a Chinese mandarin to a missionary who went
to a new field of labor : “I have not yet
heard your teachings, but I
have seen them, for I have a
servant who was a very devil,
but since he has been following your teach-
ings, he has become another man. I am giad
to have you come and teach my people.”
When we think of the ignorance, degradation
and misery of most heathen nations, and of
the certain power of the gospel to lift them
up, turn them from their evil courses, we
cannot draw back from making some sacri-
fices for the missionary enterprise.

It displeased Jonah, ch. 4 : 1. A penniless
and starving beggar woman came to a minis-
ter and asked him to pray with her. Down
on their knees they went, and
he began, “Our Father'’. She
laid her hand on his arm.
“Stop ", said she. “Is He my Father as
well as yours?” ‘“Oh, assuredly”, he
replied. ““Then”, answered the woman,
‘““ we are brother and sister, and I shall wait
my dinner.” We cannot call God “ our
Father " without admitting our duty to serve
all men.

Thou hast had pity on the gourd, v. 10. Yet
Jonah had none for the Ninevites. We are
indignant when a man steps up to our rose-

bush, pulls a bud off the stem,
3’1‘00::"""’ crumples and crushes it, and

drops it to the ground. Yet
we look on with indifference when the fair
young lives around us lose their innocence
and grow into evil habits that taint and cor-
rupt their natures forever. Our compassion
is stirred to action when we pass a man on the
street who is perishing for want of food, and
we give him to eat in abundance. Yet the
ory of multitudes famishing for the bread of
life rings in our ears unheeded.

“ By Their
Fruits "

Our Father and
Our Brethren
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TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the School.

For Teachers of Bible Classes

Bring out, in the Book of Jonah :

1. Its wonderful picture of God's love for the
heathen.

Refer : (a) To the occasion of 1ts expres-
gion, (chs. 1: 2; 3:2; 4: 11; (b) the
defence God makes of His love (ch. 4 : 11);
(e) To the scope of it, ch. 4 : 11.

2. God's readiness to pardon and save, when
men repent (see Acts 11 : 8). Mring out the
teaching as to God’s pity for the heathen,
from the incident of the gourd. Compare
Jesus' method of teaching in parables.

In this way a basis may be laid for a mis-
sionary lesson. Point out that the Book of
Jonah is a protest against Jewish exclusive-
ness. The missionary ideas 1t contains are :
(a) The foreshadowing of the gospel invita-
tion to the Gentiles. (b) God’s care for the
heathen, even when His own people refused
to go to their help. (c) The ability of the
heathen to respond to God's call and their
acceptance by God. Each of these points
should be studied in the light of the New
Testament, and interpreted as an appeal to
us. Bring out the universality of Jesus’
saving purpose. Refer to the Golden Text
as an illustration. Set forth the message of
the apostles in their missionary work. They
askad men to surrender to Jesus, because they
beleaged to Him in virtue of His atoning work
on Calvary. The heart of our missionary
appeal must not be mere human pity or
sympathy, but the conviction that every man
is in definite relationship to God, in virtue of
his manhood, and should therefore yield him-
self to God’s authority. The Lesson pre-
sents as the motive, the love of God. It
makes clear that men, through faith and
obedience, can find acceptance with God and
enter on the highest possible life.

Why did Jonah refuse to go on God’s
errand ? Why do people refuse now ? Why
do people refuse to send the gospel to the
heathen ? Get at the bottom of it, and there
is found human pride, conceit and selfishness.
They lack the universal view, and do not fully
appreciate God's lovefor themselvesand others.

The response should be studied. Nineveh
did repent. Show that nations are still
repenting when the gospel is preached to
them. Cite instances from the history of
missions.

For Teachers of the Senior Scholars

The title of this Lesson suggests the
thought that God always cared for the
heathen, in Old Testament as well as in New
Testament times. Show that God's plans
for men’s salvation were always world-wide.
(See G 2. 12:3.) God’s people were always
intended to be a missionary people ; but it
was hard for the Jews to realize this. We are
now coming to look upon the world more as
God looks upon it.

1. The first mission to the heathen, vs. 1-4.
Picture the first foreign mission field, a great
wicked city. Talk about the first mission
field of our Canadian church,—the New
Hebrides, to which our pioneer missionary,
Dr. Geddie, went over sixty years ago.

2. The success of this massion, vs. 5-10.
How can we account for this ? What a won-
der the people of Nineveh did not fall upon
this stranger, who went up and down their
streets with his mournful wail of doom, and
put him to death! Instead of enraging
them, the missionary’s words awakened in
them a fearful sense of impending danger.
The alarm spread till the whole city was
aroused. It was not Jonah: it was God.
Talk about the wonderful eagerness of the
people to hear, in some mission fields to-day,
in Korea, for example.

3. A strange missionary, ch. 4 : 1-3. We
have heard of many missionaries getting dis-
couraged because the people among whom
they labored did not repent ; but Jonah is
the only one we know of who got discouraged
because the people repented. How can we
account for this ? Jonah hated the people
to whom God sent him, because he looked
upon them as enemies of his own country.

3. What God did for the missionary, vs. 4-11.
How good God is! “The love of God is
broader than the measure of man’s mind.”
We would soon cut short the career of a mis-
sionary who acted as Jonah did. Show how
differently God dealt with him. Dwell upco
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the beautifully suggestive symbolism of the
gourd, the acted parable. What did it
mean ? (Vs. 10, 11.)

Make a personal application of the parable.
Have we not had pity on many objects of
less value than human souls, while we have
done little to bring others to Christ ?

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

There can hardly be a better way than to
take this short Book of Jonah chapter by
chapter, bringing out by questions the details
of the narrative.

Cuaprer I. “The Storm Chapter.” The
Lord's command to Jonah, that he should go
and prophecy against Nineveh ; the pro-
phet's flight to Joppa and his taking ship
for Tarshish (use map for these places); the
great storm and the fear of the sailors, while
Jonah lay sleeping until he was awakened by
the ship’s captain and told to pray to his
God ; the casting of lots to find out on whose
account the storm had been sent, and the
falling of the lot on Jonah ; his request that
he should be thrown overboard, and the
sailors’ refusal until compelled to cast him
overboard in order to save their own lives ;
the sudden calm that followed ; and the
swallowing of Jonah by the great fish,—
every step of the thrilling tale will be followed
with keenest interest.

199

Cuarter I1. “ The Prayer Chapter.” This
chapter, with its prayer of Jonah and its
answer in his being brought safely to dry
land, need not occupy much time.

Cuaprer III. “The Sa..cloth Chapter.”
With this chapter begins the special Lesson
for the day. These are the points to bring
out by questioning : The repetition of God’s
command and Jonah'’s obedience, now prompt
and unquestioning ; his walking through the
great city for three days uttering his message
of woe; the faith and repentance of the
Ninevites and the king's decree ; and the
result of all this in God’s withdrawal of the
threatened doom.

Caaprer IV. “The Gourd Chapter.”
Question about Jonah's displeasure and its
cause (see Exposition). Dwell on the beauti-
ful description of God's character in his
prayer, and on his request that he might die
(see again Exposition). Next comes the

lesson which God taught Jonah from the
gourd. Picture the prophet sitting outside
the city under his roof of branches, and the
gourd growing up to shade him, and then
withering away ; his disappointment and
anger, and God's declaration of His com-
passion on the tens of thousands of helpless,
innocent children, and even on the animals.
Make the missionary application.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

As you look at the stereograph for to-day,
you see a very queer thing, partly like a man
and partly like an animal, carved on the sur-
face of a stone slab. The body is like a lion,
with tremendously strong legs and terrible
claws, striding forward and lashing its long
tail as a cat does when excited and angry.
Where the creature’s head should be, the
animal turns into a man, the waist of the
man growing in place of a lion’s thick neck.
The face, carved in profile, does not have
as much expression as the muscular arms and
legs. A long beard covers the cheeks and

chin, and a helmet or crown of some sort
covers all the upper part of the head. We
do not know precisely what this figure meant
to the Ninevites who admired it more than
2,500 years ago. Possibly it meant their
king, like a lion for energy and power. Or
it may have been a symbol of the Assyrian
kingdom as a whole.

To see for yourself the curious bit of Nine-
vite magnificence which has been described,
use the stereograph entitled, Human-headed
Lion, Cast from a Panel in Royal Palace at
Assyrian Nineveh.

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Something to Look Up

1. Find the verse in which Jesus pro-

nounced woes on two cities, saying that if
His mighty works had been done in Tyre
and Sidon, the would have repented.

2. Paul, the first great foreign missionary,
once declared, ‘“ Woe is unto me, if I preach
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not the gospel !”
found ?

ANSWERS, Lesson 1V.—(1) 2 Cor. 9 : 7.
(2)‘Luke 21: 14,

Where is the saying

For Discussion

1. The purpose of divine threatenings.
2. God’s love to all mankind.

Prove from Scripture
That God loves all mankind.

The Catechism

Ques. 88-91 (Review). Fix attention in
to-day's review (as in last Lesson) upon the
manner in which we should hear God’s Word.
‘“ Attend thereunto.” And that means,
literally, to stretch toward it, seeking eagerly
to know its meaning, that we may obey its
bidding. It was in this way that Lydia
“ attended unto the things which were spoker
of Paul ”’, Acts 16 : 14. “ With diligence.”
Diligence comes from a Latin word meaning
to:love something, to be fond of it. We must
put our hearts into the study of the Word,
if it is to profit us. * Preparation and
prayer.” We must get ready beforehand,
and the best way of doing this is by prayer.
“Take heed .. how ye hear”, says Jesus,
Luke 8 : 18. ““ Receive it ", etc., as some-
thirg sweet and precious (see Ps. 119 : 103).
“ Lay it up ",—lest it slip out of our hearts
and memories. * Practice it",—for we
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learn best by doing, and that we may do,—
is the sum and end of all learning. Recall
briefly Ques. 91.

The Question on Missions

Ques. 5. Two of the ministers of our
church had spent some years in foreign
mission work among East Indians. From
the first these have been doing their best to
reach the strangers with the message of the
gospel. They found it necessary to “get up”
a dialect with which they were not familiar.
The language spoken almost universally
among the East Indians here is Punjabi.
These ministers had some knowledge of
Hindi and Urdu. They set to work to master
the new dialect, and were so far successful
that they have been able to read to the immi-
grants from the scriptures, to distribute
Christian literature amongst them, and to
gtand between them and those who might
wish to take advantage of them. Dr. Nugent,
of our India staff of missionaries, spent up-
wards of six months among these people, and
did splendid work. Lately a movement has
been set on foot for their education, uplift,
and Christianizing. An organization has
been formed, a room has been secured, and a
missionary has been appointed to carry on the
work. See Question on Missions, p. 195,
for an account of work being done among the
Chinese.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
Lesson Subject—God’s people learning that God loves everybody.

Introduction—Show a globe or map, What is the name of our country ?

Print, CANADA.
Have you seen anybody from

another country ? Who ? The
world is big. Name some other
countries (Locate). There are
many kinds of people, different
in customs, language and religion.

Lesson—God sent the prophet

Gop Loves
ALL

To TEACH
ALL

NATIoNS NATIONS

Jonah from Palestine to another
country, to tell the people of
Nineveh that He was angry at
their great wickedness, and would
destroy their city.

Nineveh's Repentance—When
the king of Nineveh heard
Jonah’swords, he put off his roysl
robes, put on mourning, ordered
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the people to fast and mourn, and to pray to spare all people from punishment who turn
God and to turn from their evil ways, that to Him for forgiveness.
God might yet forgive them. He did forgive Golden Text—Jesus longed to save all
them, and spared their city. nations, but it was not God’s plan that Jesus
Selfish Jonah—Jonah is angry. He thinks should go Himself to all nations, so before
the people of Nineveh should be punished. His death He said to His disciples (Repeat
Here he is, outside Nineveh, in a hut of boughs  and print Golden Text).
waiting to see what will become of the city. Obeying the Command of Jesus—We, too,
Giod caused a gourd vine to grow up and shade are Jesus’ disciples. We are trying to obey
Jonah from the heat of the sun. Jonah was His command by sending missionaries to
rejoiced, but next morning, behold ! the every nation. Tell some interesting bits of
gourd is withered and dead. God had caused missionary news. We'll make a picture of a
a worm to destroy the root, so that Jonah's ship carrying some of our missionaries to
shelter was taken away ; and a strong east heathen lands across the seas.
wind blew, and the sun beat upon his head. Messengers—*“ Did you take my message
How he longed for the shelter of the gourd ! to Mr. B ?” said Frank’s teacher. ‘It was
He even wished he might die. a most important one.” “1I am sorry, sir,
God Teaching Jonah a Lesson—‘ Ah! that I could not take it myself. I was not
Jonah, you wanted the gourd spared for able to go; but I paid John's street-car fare,
shelter for yourself, and it grew up without and he took the message.” “ That is all
any labor of yours ; and yet you want to see right, Frank, so long as Mr. B. got the message
Me destroy the homes of Nineveh, which have in good time. You did your best to get it to
caused the people of Nineveh much labor to  him.” If we cannot go ourselves, we can help
build. It would leave so many people home- to pay somebody’s fare, who will take Jesus’
less, and among them thonsands of little message to the heathen nations, and Jesus
children.” So God taught Jonah that He will know that we are trying to obey Him.
loves the heathen people, and rejoices to To Think About—I should help in missions

FROM THE PLATFORM

G0.. TEAGH ALL NATIONS

Question somewhat as follows : To what city was Jonah sent ? With what message 7
How did he try to escape ? How did God prevent this? In what way was Jonah
saved from drowning ? Whither did he go when he came out of the fish ? What did
he say to the people of Nineveh ?  What did they do when they heard his message ? How
did God then treat them ? Why was Jonah angry at this? Whither did he go ? What
did God cause to grow up and shelter him? How was the gourd destroyed ? What was
Jonah'’s feeling at this? What feeling had God toward the people of Nineveh ? By
what gift has God shown that He loves the whole world? (See John 3: 16.) How
many people are there in the world who do not know about Jesus? Mention some of
the countries in which they dwell. ~What command of Jesus is given in the Golden
Text? (Print Go..Teacn AL Nations.) Speak, in closing, of some ways in which we
can obey this command.
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BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR SECOND
QUARTER, 1911
{For additional information in regard to certain of
the places, see Geography Lessons.]

Aa’-ron. The elder brother of Moses
and the first high priest of Israel.

Ab’-a-na. The moreimportant of the two
rivers of Damascus mentioned by Naaman.

A’-haz. One of the kings of Judah.

Am’-mon-ites. A people whose terri-
tory lay east of the Jordan.

Assh’-ur. The same as Assyria.

As-syr'-i-a. A country on the Tigris.
For 700 years after B.C. 1300 it was the
leading power in the East.

Ath-a-li"-ah. The wife of Joram, king
of Judah, a daughter of Ahab.

Az-a-ri'-ah. The priest who resisted
Uzziah when he entered the temple to burn
incense contrary to the law.

Ba’-al. Meaning ‘“‘ owner” or “lord ”,
a general title for wvarious Canaanitish
deities, for example, Melkart, the Baal of
Tyre, whose worship Ahab brought in Israel
under the influence of his wife Jezebel.

Da-mas’-cus. A very ancient city in
Syria. It has always been a great trade
centre, and is famous in Bible history.

Da’-vid. Son of Jesse, and second king
of Israel.

Do’~than. The town 10 miles north of
Samaria in which Elisha was besieged by
the Syrians and defended by the heavenlyhost.

E’-gypt. The famous country in the Nile
valley where the Israelites were in bondage.

E’-lah. Father of Hoshea, the last king
of Israel.

E-li'-sha. The famous prophet of Israel
who succeeded Elijah.

E’-phra-im. The chief tribe of the
Northern kingdom, descended from Joseph’s
second son. Its name is sometimes given
to the whole kingdom.

Go'-zan. A city and province in Meso-
potamia.

Ha'-bor. A city between the Tigris and
Euphrates.

Ha'-lah. A district on the Euphrates in
northern Mesopotamia.

Han-a-ni'-ah. One of Uzziah’s generals.

Hez-e-ki'-ah. A king of Judah, son of
Ahaz.

Ho-she’-a. The last king of the Northern
kingdom.

Is’-ra-el. The name given to all the
descendants of Jacob, and afterwards to the
ten tribes who formed the Northern kingdom.

Is’-sa-char. Son of Jacob and Leah.

Je-ho'-ash or Jo’-ash. A king of Judah.
See under Jehoiada.

Je-hoi’-a—da. The high priest who
planned and successfully executed the revolt
against Athaliah which placed Joash on the
throne at the early age of seven years.

Je-i'-el. A scribe in the reign of Uzziah,

Jo’-nah. The prophet at whose preaching
the people of Nineveh repented.

Jor'-dan. The well-known river flowing
from the north of Palestine to the Dead Sea.

Jo’-tham. One of the four kings of Judah
under whom Isaiah prophesied.

Ju’-dah. At first the name of the tribe
descended from Jacob’s fourth son; then
the kingdom formed by the two tribes,
Judah and Benjamin, which remained loyal
to Rehoboam.

Ke'-dron. The valley to the east of Jeru-
salem, separating it from the Mount of Olives.

Leb’-a-non. From a word meaning “ to
be white ”’, a range of snow-covered moun-
tains in northern Palestine.

Le'-vites. The descendants of Levi, son
of Jacob. They were charged with the care
of the temple. ’

Ma-a-sei’-ah. An officerin Uzziah’s reign.

Ma-nas’-seh. The tribe of Israel des-
cended from Joseph’s elder son.

Mat’-tan. A priest of the temple of Baal
in Jerusalem during the reign of Athaliah.

Medes. The inhabitants of Media, a
country southwest of the Caspian Sea.

Mo’-ses. The great leader and law-
giver of Israel.

Na'-a-man. The Syrian general who was
cured of leprosy by Elisha.

Nin’-e-veh. The ancient capital of As-
syria on the eastern bank of the river Tigris.

Phar’-aoh. A general title for the sover-
eigns of Egypt.

Phir’-par. The less important of the
two rivers of Damascus. See Abana.

Sa-mar’-i-a. A city built for his capiial
by Omri, king of Israel.

Shal-man-¢’-ser. The king of Assyria
who began the siege of Samaria in the reign
of Hoshea. He died while the s. ;¢ was in
progress, and was succeeded by Sargon.

So. An Egyptian king to whom Hoshea
sent for help against Shalmaneser, the king
of Assyria.

Sol'-o-mon. The sonof David and third
king of Israel, famed for his wisdom and the
splendor of his court. !

Syr'-i-a. A country along the east coast
of the Mediterranean, extending far inland.

Tar’-shish. Usually identified with Tar-
tessus in Spain, but some think it was the
same place as Tarsus, the birthplace of Paul
in Asia Minor.

Uz-zi'-ah. The king of Judah who
was smitten with Ieprosi,' for presuming to
offer incense in the tem

Ze-bu'~-lun. The tribe descended from
Jacob’s tenth son. Their territory was on
the seacoast.

Zi'-on. One of the hills on which Jeru-
salem was built, but often used as a name
for the whole city.
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The man that hath no music in himself,

Nor is not moved by concourse of sweet sounds,
Is fit for treasons, stratagems and spoils ;

The motions of his spirit are dull as night,

And his afiections dark as erebus ;

Let no such man be trusted.—Shakespeare,

Many people have music within themselves, but have not acquired the power to
express it. To all such the

Gourlay~-Angelus

PLAYER-PIANO

offers a perfect substitute for musical ability. It is so simple in action, so accurate
in phrasing, so adaptable to temperament that anyone can encompass the
interpretation of the great masters. It is as easy to play a Gourlay-Angelus as to

read a book. Gourlay-Angelus Pianos may also be played by hand in the
usual way,

Demonstrations of this wonderful instrument at our warerooms. Catalogues

and prices mailed free upon request. A liberal allowance for old pianos in
exchange.

GOURLAY, WINTER & LEEMING

188 YONGE STREET, TORONTO

Please mention Tue TeacuErs MonTHLY when writing to advertisers




204

THE BOOK PAGE

Only three religions, it is pointed out in, The
Final Faith, by Dr. W, Douglas Mackenzie, Presi-
dent of Hartford Theological Seminary (Andrew
Melrose, London, U. C. Tract Society, Toronto, 243
pages, $2,00), have arisen in the history of the world,
which can be called missionary,—Buddhism, Mo-
hammedanism and Christianity. An impartial and
luminous view of the two great rivals of the Christian
system, is followed by a statement of the elements in
that system which constitute it * the final faith ",
The body of the book is a fresh exposition of Christian-
ity as the world’s true religion. Every page of the
discussion throbs with vitality. From start to finish,
the reader is kept in touch with modern thought and
problems of to-day,—and especially the problems
raised by the missionary propaganda. Dr. Mac-
kenzie wrote his book to meet the crisis that mission-
aries and other Christian leaders believe is upon us,
demanding a new and reasoned assertion of the uni-
versal authority of the Christian revelation. It
would be hard to find a book better fitted to produce
and strengthen the conviction that Christianity is
not only “ a better religion than any other, but that
it is the absolute religion, the one final way in which
God Himself is concerned with the saving and per-
fecting of mankind,” and to set the soul aflame with
the desire to bring the whole world under the sway
of this religior

The Pllgrim Ship, by Rev. James Black, M.A.,
dder & Stoughton, London and Toronto, 359
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pages, $1.50), describes under the form of an allegory,
the enterprise on which Prince Immanuel set out for
the redemption of the world. With consummate
skill, the story of the fortunes that befell the Prince
and the followers who joined him, and the varied
reception met with as they went on their inissions,
are made the medium for instruction in spiritual
facts and experiences. The same publishers issue
in book form, under the title, Pictures of the
Apostolic Church, (367 pages, $1.50), the articles
written by Sir William M. Ramsay for the Sunday
School Times on the International Sunday School
Lessons of 1909.

The Root of Evil, by Thomas Dixon (Doubleday,
Page & Company, New York ; The Musson Book
Company, Toronto, 407 pages, $1.20, postage 12c.),
is a strong story of modern social life. Over against
the tragedy that ended the schemes of a financier,
who had left truth and honor far behind in his striv
ing after the power that enormous wealth gives, and
the wretchedness that came at last to the woman
who had linked her destiny with his, only to discover
too late that love is worth more than riches, stands
the happiness that crowned, though long delayed,
tiie man whom money could not buy, and with him
the girl who loved him for his own sake. A tale, this,
to hearten the fighters in life’s battle for the right and
the true. The Trail »f a Tenderfoot, by Stephen
Chalmers, (Musson, 234 pages, $1.25 net), is a coll
lection of hunting and fishing stories that will cal-
up pleasant memories of mountain and forest and
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THE FINAL FAITH

A statement of the nature and
authority of christianity as the religion
of the world. By W. Dovaras Lﬂc-
kensie, MAA,D.D........... $2.00

GOD’S FULL-ORBED GOSPEL
Sixteen soul-ﬂuickening sermons,
preached at the Metropolitan Taberna-
cle, by Rev. ArcuisaLp G. Brown.
With a biographical sketch by Rev.
JAR S BRI e s v cas s 5 dwe $1.25

EARLY IDEALS OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS

Hebrew, Greek and Roman. By
Pror. R. H. Kennerr, B.D.,, Mgs.
ApaM, M.A,, and Pror. H. M, Gwar-
2 D0 i i vt :

SHALL ROME RECONQUER
ENGLAND

Containing chapters on ‘“ Why did
England become a Protestant Nation,”
“ Why Romanism Ruins a Country,”
“Rome’s Prospects of Success,” ete.
By R. F. HorroN, M.A., and Joskrn
Hockina. Paper, net.. . .. 3 5c¢.

THROUGH THE HEART OF
CANADA

A series of pen-pictures of Canada
and its people, covering the outstand-
ing features of the Dominion from
ocean to ocean. Handsomely printed
and bound, with 32 fine half-tone
illustrations. By Frank Yeian $2.00

QUIET TALKS ABOUT THE
TEMPTER

Containing chapters on ‘' Tempta-
tion,” *“The Tempter,” * Typical
Temptations,” ete. By Rev, 8. D.
GorboN. Net. ...... ¢ 7 Sc.

THE ROUND OF THE CLOCK
“The story of our lives from yecar

to year.” By W. RosermsoN NicoLn

D PRSPPI | < |

IN THE CLOUDY AND
DARK DAY

God’s messages of peace to the
weary, the sorrow-laden, the troubled
and the tried. By the Rev, G. H.
Kxiaur. Author of “ In the Secret of
His Presence ”. ... ...

PICTURES OF THE APOSTOLIC
CHURCH

Its life and teaching. By Pror.
SiR W. M. RAMBAY. . ........ $1.50

COMFORT

Containing chapters on ““ The Gos-
Pel of Comfort, “ Trial as Discipline,”
‘ Sorrow and Insight,” ete. By Huan
Brack

ALCOHOL AND THE HUMAN
BODY

An introduction to the study of the
subject, and a contribution to national
health. By Sir Vicror HorsLey, and
Mary D. Sturge, M.D.......

THE WORLD AND ITS GOD
By Pumie Mauro. Paper.  20c.

LETTERS OF SAMUEL
RUTHERFORD X

With a sketch of his life and bio-
graphical notices of his correspondents.
By Rev. Anxprew A. Bonag, D.D.

THE SCHOOL OF CALVARY
Dealing with “ The School of Cal-
vary,” “ Lose to Find,” “ Neglected
Cup,” “ The Supper of the Lord,” ete.
By Rev. J. H. Jowerr, M.A. Net
.................... T2k g,

THE LIFE OF CHRIST
In Bible Class Primer series. By
PriN. SaLmonp, D.D. Paper. 20c.

THE HISTORY OF THE
ENGLISH BIBLE

And how it has come down to us.
In Bible Class Primer series. By Rev.
W. Burner Tuomson, M.A.  Paper

THE OLD TESTAMENT AND
ITS CONTENTS

In Guild Text-book series. By
Pror. Jas. Rosertson, D.D. Paper

THE BIBLE
A Revelation from God. By Rev.
(ieorge Henberson, B.D. Paper

MY LIFE AND SACRED SONGS
306 pages ; illustrated. By Ira
D. SANKEY. a0 s by 3 5c.

UPPER CANADA TRACT SOCIET

JAMES M., ROBERTSON, DEPOSITARY
2 RICHMOND STREET EAST, TORONTO
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A RESIDENTIAL AND DAY SCHOOL FOR BOYS

UPPER AND LOWER SCHOOLS

Boys prepared for the Uni- Excellent Staff Careful oversight in the
versities Complete Equipment classroom and on the
The Royal Military College, Large Athletic Fields Athletic Field
and Business Summer Term Commences April 19th, 1911,
Calendar sent Rev. D. BRUCE MACDONALD, M.A,, LL.D.
on application. 2518 Headmaster

St. Margaret’s
College, Toronto

A Residential and Day School for Girls

Founded by the late George Dickson, M, A., former Principal of Upper Canada
College, and Mrs. Dickson.

MRS. GEORGE DICKSON, President.
MISS J. E. MACDONALD, B.A., Principal.

University matriculation a specialty. Classes limited in numbers, Resident
mistresses of French and German. Music, Art, Domestic Science, Physical
Education, Tennis, Cricket, Basket Ball, Hockey, Tobogganing. Rink, Swim-
ming Bath, 9§ Write for illustrated 7 rospectus.
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stream, and anticipations of delightful days to come
in nature's retreats, far from human business and
bustle.

The Great Texts of the Bible, Edited by Rev.
James Hastings, D.D., (T. & T. Clark, Edinburgh ;
U. C. Tract Society, Toronto, $3.00 per volume, $2.00
each, if ordered in sets of four volumes), is not a book
of ready-made sermons nor sermon skeletons. But
it supplies the preacher with materials for the con-
struction of his own sermons. The plan of the editor
is to choose outstanding texts from each book of the
Bible, show the circumstances of its utterance and
the context, give a full exposition of the contents of
the text, with pointed illustrations and an occasional
suggestion for practical application. The volumes
on Isaiah and Mark have been published, and those
on Genesis to Numbers and probably Romans are
promised soon. It is proposed to cover the whole
Bible in five years, issuing four vol lly.

Before Dr. Devid Smith became Professor of
Theology in Magee College, Londonderry, he was
minister in Blairgowrie, Scotland. In that parish
were produced the sermons mow published in the
volume, Man's Need of God (Hodder & Stoughton,
London, U. C. Tract Society, Toronto, 287 pages,
$1.50 net). Marked as these sermons are by deep
spiritual insight and unusual felicity of expression,
they will be read with pleasure and profit by the
wider audience to whom they are now offered.

“ The Universal Baptism " is the suggestive head-
ing of the opening chapter in Rev. G. H. Knight's,

The Book Page (continued)
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In the Cloudy and Dark Day (Hodder & Stough*
ton, London, U. C. Tract Society, Toronto, 181
pages, $1.00). Does it need to be said, that the bap-
tism which none can escape is that of sorrow ? This
book, then, as its sub-title tells us, brings God's
Messages of Peace to the Weary, the Sorrow-Laden,
the Troubled and the Tried. The reader will here
find many a window opened, through which heaven's
sunshine of joy and peace may stream unhindered .

A recent issue in the excellent series of the Guild
Text-Books, published for the Church of Scotland, is
Romanism and Protestantism, by Rev. Robert W,
Weir, D.D., (A. & C. Black, London ; R. & R. Clark,
Edinburgh ; U. C. Tract Society, Toronto, 143 pages,
20e¢.), containing a wonderfully full and clear state-
ment of essential Protestant doctrines, and a con-
vincing refutation of the errors of the Roman
Catholic Church.

Heroic Deeds on the Mission Field, by Aanie
S. Strachan (J. W. Butcher, London, 240 pages,
50¢.) includes accounts of the lives of a number of
famous missionaries. In addition, less known heroes
of missions are described, young men of high caste
in India, Chinese schoolboys, and others, who for
Christ's sake have bravely faced difficulty and
danger. The same writer and publisher have brought
out, Famous Women in Scottish History, a
substantial book of 232 pages, with several full-
page illustrations (price 60¢.), which tells, in brief
form, the life stories of thirteen among the brave
women in Scotland's troubled history.

£ DUTCH STUDIO

G. B. C. VAN DER FEEN, Proprictor
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following
offer .o t.he
t.eachers—
who will patronize
our phot.o

gallery

VERY ONE placing an order
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OUR GARD SYSTEM
FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIAN

SIMPLEST, HANDIEST, CHEAPEST

Our NEW LIBRARIAN’S CARD, offers the simplest, and
at the same time most effective method of keeping track of books
lent. It does away with the need of bulky Records, as it contains,
in itself, all necessary information.

On the face side it has a blank date for each Sunday in the

year. On the reverse side a list of numbers from 1 to 400.

One card is used for each person who borrows books from the
Library, the name and Class number beiug filled in, in the space
provided for that purpose.

The method of using is simplicity itself :—When a book is
given out,
(1) An X is marked opposite the date when it is given out.

(2) A line is drawn through the number on the back of the

card, corresponding to the number of the book given out.
(3) The Card is put in place of book on shelf till the book is

returned.
In this way, with the minimum of labor, an absolutely com-
plete record is kept of books read and the various dates at which

they have been lent.

The PRICE of the LIBRARIAN’S CARD is $1.00 per 100.
A Sample Card Sent Free On Application. :

R. DOUGLAS FRASER

Preshyterian Publications
60 Bond Street, Toronto

Please mention Tue Teacazrs MonTHLY when writing to advertisers




