
WHAT’S THE MATTER
WITH CANADA

The Dominion of Canada covers a 
vast extent of territory, a very large 
portion of which is exceedingly pro­
lific in natural resources. Millions 
of acres are rich with agricultural pos­
sibilities, other millions are eminent­
ly suitable for fruit-raising, while vast 
stretches of land are available for 
glazing purposes. The timber re­
sources of the country would, under 
anything like proper management, be 
practically inexhaustible. The hills 
and mountains are plentifully stored 
with all kinds of minerals, the coal 
:,epoBits are almost beyond computa­
tion and the waters of lake, river and 
ocean are teeming with food fish of 
almost every variety. With all of 
this vast domain so replete with na­
tural resources and with a popula­
tion of but little more than 7,000,000, 
the entire land from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific appears as though stricken 
with a plague. Industrial depression 
is everywhere in evidence. Idle men 
tramp the highways and byways in 
the vain search for employment. Fac­
tories and shops are closed or work­
ing on short time. Miles upon miles 
of sidetrack have been filled with loco­
motives and cars that have not turned 
a wheel for many months. Towns 
are in many cases half deserted and 
a general feeling prevails that the 
near future holds in store experience 
even more bitter than that which has 
cursed the land for the past twelve 
months.

During the summer season just 
passed approximately one-quarter of 
the working force of the Dominion has 
been out of employment. Thousands 
of workmen will face the rigors of the 
coming winter without having earn­
ed a dollar during the summer season. 
Right in the great wheat country of 
the middle and western provinces the 
charity soup kettle had to be requisi­
tioned to keep unemployed workers 
from starving, and that, too, right 
in the midst of the harvest season. 
Thousands of workmen were induced 
to come to the wheat districts with

the expectation of finding employ­
ment, only to meet with bitter dis­
appointment. The number on hand 
to <?o the work w:is greatly in excess 
of the number required.

Cn railway construction work in the 
northwest it is an open secret that 
the wages have been brought so low 
because of tho huge army of idle 
men pressing for employment, that 
tho workmen employed have practical­
ly e ten working all summer for their 
bare food.

Ip the agricultural region good 
crops have been harvested, but the 
prix s obtained rule very low, and 
aft r the crops have been disposed of 
anr the farmer ha$ settled his season's 
bil£-, he, like tho wage earners of 
the city, will be indeed fortunate h 
he comes out eve«, as a result of the 
year's work.

The city authorities of more than 
one Canadian city are even now ser­
iously considering what steps to take 
in order to cope with the unemployed 
problem during the coming winter, a 
problem that is continually assum­
ing greater magnitude and becoming 
more impossible of solution under the 
rule of capital.

Many industries that have been 
running during the present season to 
at least some extent, will be forced 
to close before many weeks elapse. 
This will still further aggravate the 
situation and deepen the gloom that 
now hangs like a pall over the land. 
It is safe to assert that the coming 
winter will be as much worse than 
last as that was worse than the pre­
vious one.

If there is an ignoramous who 
stands head and shoulders above all 
other disciples of ignorance, it is the 
average capitalist politician. He 
knows nothing. In fact any knowl­
edge of human society, its growth and 
development and the economic basis 
upon which social and industrial in­
stitutions rest, would be an unneces­
sary part of his equipment as p capi­
talist politician. It would be as super-
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fluoua as a knov ledge of Greek and 
Latin to an Irish tod-carrier. So long 
as he is sufficiently loquacious to be 
able to disguise his lack of knowledge 
in a flow of words and strictly obey 
the orders given by the interests re­
sponsible for his politics, he is amply 
qualified to perform the service re­
quired by his masters.

As these political worthies just at 
this particular season will be appeal­
ing for support at the polls in order 
that they may secure those points of 
vantage from whence the interests 
they represent may be conserved and 
protected, they should be questioned 
closely in regard to existing condi­
tions and compelled either to render 
a satisfactory explanation or to con­
fess their ignorance. Their silly 
prattle in regard to “better terms," 
"our splendid resources,” "our des­
tiny," "our immigration policy" and 
the graft and corruption of the other 
gang should not be allowed to pass 
for argument. All such stuff is balder­
dash and has no .bearing upon 'the 
cause from which the evils of uijpm- 
ployment, industrial depression and 
general social stagnation spring. If 
these political spokesmen of the Cap­
italist Class can give no valid reason 
for the unsatisfactory conditions now 
existing and can offer no remedy there­
for, they should be retired to private 
life instanter. They should be elected 
to stay at home forever. It is a fore­
gone conclusion that they can give 
no satisfactory explanation nor offer 
a remedy. And besides they would 
not if they could. They would lose 
their jobs if they did.
The Cause of Industrial Depression.

The conditions existing in Canada 
to-day, and which give excellent prom­
ise of being still further aggravated 
and emphasized in the near future, are 
due to the fact that the country is 
afflicted with the same curse that 
rests upon every country under the 
sun and that curse is Capital. The 
resources of the earth and the ma­
chinery of production is held as the 
property of the Capitalist Class. Its 
ownership is determined and defend­
ed by the power of the state, i.e., gov­
ernment. By virtue of its ownership 
of the means of production the Cap­
italist Class stands absolute owner 
of the working class. It is in a posi­

tion to at all times command the 
services of the workers in the pro­
duction of wealth and it is also abso­
lute owner of the wealth brought forth 
by their labor. Under such circum­
stances the means of production be­
come the title deeds to the human 
chattels who are forced to depend 
upon their labor for their sustenance.

The Working Class is the only 
wealth producing factor in human so­
ciety. It, therefore, becomes from a 
profit-making standpoint, the only 
property worth owning. It is the 
only sort of property that can produce 
a profit. The wealth and power of 
a ruling class can only come from the 
toil of the slaves which it possesses.

Under the rule of capital, industry 
can only be carried on when a profit 
can be realized from it. The princi­
pal part of the market for goods pro-* 
duced is furnished by the workers 
themselves. The volume of goods 
consumed is measured by the wages 
of workers. Under no circumstances 
is the slave entitled to anything over 
and above his keep and the standard 
of his living is largely determined by 
his masters. The workingman of to­
day, whether farmer or wage earner, 
is a slave. He has to do all that a 
slave was ever required to do, i.e., 
work for his master. The wage earn­
er has to surrender his power tb 
labor directly into the hands of his 
capitalist masters. The farmer, 
working upon what he considers his 
own farm, first coins his labor power 
into products, as wheat, corn, beef, 
etc., and is then compelled to sur­
render the products into the hands 
of the same class to which the wmge 
earner surrenders his labor power. 
Neither has any voice in determin­
ing the price he shall receive. The 
wage earner must accept the price 
fixed by the market for his labor 
power. The farmer must accept the 
market price for his products. When 
either of them purchase goods in the 
market they are also compelled to 
pay a price determined by some 
power beyond their control. When­
ever the wage earner and farmer fig­
ure up at the end of the year they 
consider themselves lucky if they 
come out square with the world. In 
the majority of cases they come out 
ii the hole. That is a fate reserved 
for the modern slave. The chattel
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slave was always square with the 
world. This goes to show that chat­
tel slavery was superior to the pres­
ent form In one respect nt least.

The average wage Is equal to the 
average cost of keeping a working­
man while in employment. When out 
of employment he is not even entitled 
to any keep at all. The more perfect 
the tools of production become, the 
greater becomes the productive power 
of labor. As the worker is entitled 
to a wage equivalent to the cost of his 
labor power, i.e., to his keep, the 
more the productive power of labor 
is increased the wider the margin be­
tween the wage and the value of the 
product brought forth by the worker, 
therefore the larger the surplus left 
upon the market after the worker has 
spent his wages. This surplus must 
be disposed of or production must be 
curtailed, or even completely stopped. 
Outside of the amount consumed by 
the Capitalists themselves and their 
retainers and menials, there is but 
one way to dispose of this surplus. It 
must be converted into new or addi-, 
tional capital. This is what is meant 
by new markets, the extension of 
“our foreign trade," etc. When the, 
opportunity for the investment of new 
or additional capital is no ’onger at 
hand, when no more new or expand­
ing markets are available, production 
must be curtailed, stagnation and iff 
dustrial depression sets in, armies oi 
idle workmen tramp the country and 
the curse of capitalist rule is felt in. 
every corner of the land. That U- 
what ails Canada now. That is wha 
is the matter with every land over 
which flies the pirate flags of capital­
ist rule. That is what has turned 
England, Germany, France, th-î 
United States and even Canada lot > 
lands where unemployment, poverty, 
misery, distress and degradation wale, 
hand in hand with ample natural re­
sources and the most powerful tools 
of production the world has evtv 
known.

In the face of these awful conditiof s 
the present ruling class and its apol > 
gists and defenders stand like a lot 
of gibbering idiots unable to evi n 
suggest anything beyond soup lious.s 
and repression. In the face of the- e 
conditions the political tools of the 
ruling class will have the effronté y 
to appeal to the workers for support

at the polls in spite of the faci that 
they possess no knowledge of the 
prpblem to be solved and no disposi- 
t on to solve it even if they under­
stood It.

Workingmen of Canada.

It is up to you to solve the problem 
that presses ever more insistently for 
solution. It is up to you to wrest 
from the hands of your capitalist mas­
ters that control of industry which 
they now use so mercilessly against 
you. It is up to you to stand as men 
ip solid phalanx against your exploit­
ers and strip from their hands the 
powers of government, the sole means 
whereby they are enabled to enforce 
the enslavement and ownership of 
your class. You have the numbers. 
You have the franchise. Use your 
numerical strength and your fran­
chise along the line of your class In­
terests and the curse that resis upon 
this land today will be removed and 
Canada become the home of a free 

«people. A people no longer ruled 
and robbed In order to swell the 

rcoffers of a p.*npered and vulgar rul­
ing class.

The control of the resources of the 
earth and the instruments of labor 
must be stripped from the bands of 
the Capitalist Class and these means 
of production dedicated to the serv­
ice of the whole beople under the ad­
ministration and control of those 
who, by doing the world’s work, make 
any sort of civilization possible. You 
workers of the world constitute the 
only useful part of human society. 
You have long fed, clothed and shel­
tered your masters In comfort and 
luxury while ekeing out a narrow, 
mean and slavish existence your­
selves. The time has now come to 
stand erect like men and act like 
men, to the end that you may throw 
off your shackles and live like men.

The Socialist party of Canada is the 
political expression of the Interests of 
the working class. It Is made up of 
workingmen, Its candidates are work­
ingmen and they have been nomin­
ated by workingmen. Whether elect­
ed or defeated It will be at Mie hands 
of workingmen.
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PLATFORM
Socialist Party of Canada

We, the Socialist Party of Canada, in convention assembled, 
affirm our allegiance to, and support of the principles and pro­
gramme of the revolutionary working class.

Labor produces all wealth, and to the producers it should be­
long. The present economic system is based upon capitalist own­
ership of the means of production, consequently all the products of 
labor belong to the capitalist class. The capitalist is therefore 
master; the worker a slave.

So long as the capitalist class remains in possession of the 
reins of government all the powers of the State will be used to 
protect and defend their property rights in the means of wealth 
production and their control of the product of labor.

The capitalist system gives to the capitalist an ever-swelling 
stream of profits, and to the worker an ever increasing measure 
of misery and degradation. '

The interest of the working ojass lies in the direction of setting 
itself free from capitalist exploitation by the abolition of the wage 
system, under which is cloaked the robbery of the working-class 
at the point of production. To accomplish this necessitates the 
transformation of capitalist property in the means of wealth pro­
duction into collective or working-class property.

The irrepressible conflict of interests between the capitalist 
and the worker Is rapidly culminating in a struggle for possession 
of the power of government—the capitalist to hold, the worker to 
secure it by political action. This is the class struggle.

Therefore, we call upon all workers to organize under the 
banner of the Socialist Party of Canada with the object of con­
quering the public powers for the purpose of setting up and en­
forcing the economic programme of the working class, as fol-

1. The transformation, as rapidly as possible, of capitalist 
property in the means of wealth production (natural resources, 
factories, mills, railroads etc.,) into the collective property of the 
working class.

2. The democratic organization and management of industry 
by the workers.

3. The establishment, as speedily as possible, of production for 
use Instead of production for profit.

The Socialist Party, when in office, shall always and every­
where until the present system is abolished, make the answer to 
this question its guiding rule of conduct; Will this legislation ad­
vance the interests of the working class and aid the workers in 
their class struggle against capitalism? If it will the Socialist 
Party is for it; if it will not, the Socialist Party is absolutely 
opposed to it.

In accordance with this principle the Socialist Party pledges 
Itself to conduct all the public affairs placed in its hands in such 
a manner as to promote the interests of the working class alone.

F. H. SHERMAN—Socialist Candidate in Calgary


