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SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

HALIFAX INFANTS HOME.

FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST DECEMBER, 1880,

At the close of 1879 there were forty-one babes in the Home.
During the year there were forty-four admitted. The deaths numbered
nineteen. Adoptions fifteen. We have had under our care during some
portion of the year, eighty-five. In May no fewer than fifty two were in
the Home—a number far in excess of onr capacity to accommodate
properly ; and the number ranged from forty-five to fifty all summer.
In Autumn whooping cough visited the Home, and by strenuous efforts
the number of babes was kept for some time as low as thirty. At the
close of the year there were thirty-seven in the Home. Since the Home
was opened we have cared for 310 babes for longer or shorter periods.

It will be seen at a glance that the death rate is miuch higher than it
was in 1879. Indeed, last year it was marvellously low—-only 12 per
cent. This year it is, we regret to say, over 22 per cent. Epidemics
have been unusually severe and very fatal. An unusual proportion
of the children were extremely delicate when admitted. But making
every allowance for such facts as these it cannot but be felt that the
accommodation is totally inadequate to the derands upon it. We ought
to have fuily double our present house-room. The death rate thus far
has been: first year, 33 per cent.; second year, 21 ; third year, 19 ;
fourth year, 18; fifth year, 12; sixth year, 22 per cent.

We turn with unmingled satisfaction to the record of adoptions during
the year. These numbered fifteen. We can state that without exception
these fifteen have gone into good and eligible homes, and that they have
before them the prospect of such training as will fit them for lives of
honest usefulness. Total adoptions to date: sixty-five (65). If the
Infants’ Home had no other fact to lay before the public to justify its
continued existence than the rescue of these sixrTy-rive babes, its claim
for support would be irrefragably strong.

But it has other claims hardly less strong,  Even the babes that have
died there have had their sufferings lessened and their wants tenderly
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attended to; and scores have heen there for a few weeks or months and
then taken full charge of by their parcnts or other relatives.

The mothers too bave been in many instances permanently benefited.
Some have gone out of our Home to homes of their own, and we hear
good tidings of them and from them. Most of them have proved, by
practical demonstration-—by their steady industry and continuance in
well doing—that they have received lessons not to be forgotten.

Destitute mothers with their babes have in many instances been
sheltered and aided by the Home,—the only limit to this sort of charity
being the size and accommodation of the building. The deserted wife
of the soldier, the widowed wife of the sailor—we have done for them
what we could. We have careid for lales hoth of whose pirents are
dead. and babes both of whose parents are worse than dead.  We have
snatched not a few from the yery verge of destruction. Children are
to-day bright and happy in Christian homes who when brought into our
institution were in a condition unspeakably pitiable,

It is to us a subject of grief an'l hearthreak that we have a building
80 utterly, so deplorably inadequate. We must again and again throw
ourselves upon the mercy of God and the charity of those to- whom God
has given the power and the will to help us,

His Lordship Bishop Binney has not only in the handsomest manner
assisted us with a yearly subscription, but also put down his name for
$200 for a Building Fund. Mrs, Black’s name we have for $1000,
Yrincipal Grant, D. D., though no longer a citizen of Halifax, has given
us $50. W, J. Stairs, Esq., has subscribed $200,and Adam Burns, Esq.
$100. Other minor sums have been snhseribed, and paid ; and we trust
that ere long enough may be col'ected to warrant procee ling with a
building on the site so generously Jeeded to us by Alex. MeLead, Esy).

We have expended during the year the sum of $2,467.93, and
received including a balance of $74 at the beginning of the year,
$2,489.45, It will be observed that we received $487 for board This
item could easily be increased if we had ampler and better accomodation,

Our most cordial thanks are due to the forty and more congregations,
some in New Brunswick, some in Cape Breton, that have sent us their
timely and most welcome contributions taken principally on Thanksgiving
Day. It is truly Christ-like work to help the *little ones,” to save them
from death and from degradation worse than death ; and it is most
becoming in Christian Churches thus to be fellow-workers with us in our
benevolent enterprise.

In like manner we are under great obligations to friends in City and
country for contributions, not of money only, but of clothing for women
and children, and materials for clothing, &c. Gifts of this kind have
reached us from different sectior s of Nova Scotia and Cape Breton. and the
donors, individually and collecti ely, have our warmesi thenks. E«pecially
touching and beantiful is the aid given us from time to time hy chiliren,
lambs of the fold, whose tender hearts are stirred with pity for little ones
in peril of death and destruction,
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To all who have in any way aided us during the past six years of our
work we say—God bless you for your pr.yers and good wishes and kindly
deeds.  You have helped to snatch more th i three score helpless infants
from the jaws of death and to place them in the hasom of respectable,
virtuous, Christian families.  You have saved untold suffering to more
than three hundred children who received temporary shelter in our Home.
You have helped to save scores of young women from the road to shame
and perdition in this life and the life to come. You have helped to
check the horrinle crime ot infanticide in this community, and have
stamped with increased odium the crime of parental desertion of children.
You have helped to quicken the public conscience as to the preciousness
of infant life.  You have helped to stamp with merited infamy the
cruclties unspeakable to which infants of a certain class have too often
heen exposed. We thank you; in His name who took the infunts in
His arms, we thank you for the past, and we ask your co-operation in
the future.

It is not necessary now-adays to answer any objections to such a
Home as ours on the score of morality. It has been ovur earnest endeavor
from the first to make it disciplinary to the mothers as well as beneficent
to the children ; and in this we have largely succeeded. ‘

But while our efforts have been unquestionably successful in proportion
to the means at our disposal, we must frankly own, nay, we wish to
proclaim the fact with all the emphasis we can lay upon it,—that we
have not overtaken all the work to be done. Far, far from it! It is
for you men and women of Halifax, and of the country at largs, to say
whether our efforts are to be multiplied two fold—whether every deserted,
distressed, persecuted, or hungry and destitute habe is to have a chance
of life and happiness. It is for you to say if Baby Farming with all its
hideous concomitants is to be wiped out of this community. It is for
you to decide whether we can offer a place of comparative comfort and
safety to the widow and orphan babe of the sailor, or the soldier,

We have shewn during six successive years what can be done to save
infant life, to check crime and promote public morality. The expense
has been moderate ; but the work has been arduons, The most stringent
economy has been practised. We have proved by actual and repeated
experiment what can be done. It remains that the public should fur-
nish us with the means of doing the work effectively.

We are in debt for a year's rent. The premises which we oceupy
were built for a private residence, and are far too limited to accommodate
with safety (not to speak of comfort) the numbers that press for shelter
under our roof. 'We must again raise our cry to the charitable to furnish
us with a Building, as well as with means to pay our abligations. Our
ourrent expenses cannot fairly be placed at less than $250 a month ; and
we have not one dollar of an endowment.

Our thanks are due to the Provincial Govenment for a grant of $300 ;
to the Civic Government for a grant of $200; to' Dr. T. R. Alnon for
his assiduous attention to the health of the institution. To him espe-
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cially the year just closed must, with its epidemics and other diseases,
have been specinlly trying.

Valuable services were rendered tc the canse of humanity once and
again by the active and energetic Secretary and Agent of the S. P. C. A
to whom accordingly our thanks are due.

The Matron, Mrs. Chase, continues to discharge her onerous duties
in a manner to win the confidence and affection of all,

We have to thank the press of the city and the country for frequent
and very serviceable notices,

All which is respectfully submitted.

. 4

PHYSICIAN’S REPORT.

Janvary 29, 1881,
Ladies :

In presenting my Medical Report of the Infants' Home for the year
ending December 31st, 1880, I regret that I can not congratulate you
upon as small a death rate as last year. This year the mortality reached
22 per cent., which, with the exception of the first year of the founding
of the institution, shows the largest mortality. In 1879, by reference to
the Annual Report for that year, you will find the death rate was only
12 per cent.

At the same time I must remind you that even 22 per cant. is a small
death-rate for an institution of this kind, especially when we consider the
state of health of some of the infants whea admitted, and who, properly
speaking, should be sent to a children’s hospital, if we only had such an
institution, which is certainly much wanted, and would be the means of
saving many lives among children of the poor, who have not the means
of properly nursing their sick children. In the event of contagious or
infectious diseases, such as scarlet fever, measles and diphtheria, every
physician knows the impossibility of separating the sick from the well,
and the too often fatal consequences that follow from the inability to
carry out a strict quarantine in these diseases.

I would here impress upon the heads of families the great danger
accruing to others in sending their children to school immediately upon
recovery from diseases such as I have mentioned. Many in Halifax have
suffered loss in thieir families from diphtheria contracted in both public

and private schools from the fatal consequences of not following this
obvious precaution.

N
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The deaths during the year were nineteen and the causes will be
found in the lists annexed. The one marked Appendix A shows the
diseases and also the months in which the deaths occurred, and Appendix
B the number of deaths caused by each disease.
| I have no further remarks to make upon the increased mortality,
| except to call to your attention the urgent necessity for procuring a suitable
1 building as soon as possible, and we may then hope to have always as

favorable results as I had the pleasure to lay before you in my last report.

| The thanks of your Committee this year as last are due to the Matron, -

Mrs. Chase, for the energetic and able manner in which she has fulfilled
her duties the past year.

I am your obedient servant,
T. R. Auxox, M. D,,
Physician Infants Home.
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The Committee meet ox the first Monday of every month, at 3 o’clock.

Wednesday is Visiting Day,~—from 3 P, M., to 5 P. M.

Applications for babes to be adopted are respectfuily and earnestly
solicited.




SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING.

The Sixth Annual Meeting of the Halifax Infants’ Home was held on
Thursday, Feb. 3, 1881, in the Class Room of the Y. M. C. A. The
Chair was taken by Rev. R. F. Burns, D. 1), at 4 o’clock.  After prayer
and reading appropriate portions of Scripture, the Chairman called upon
the Secretary, Rev. Robert Murray, to read the Sixth Annual Report,
Mr. Murray also read extracts from letters received from young women
who had been nurses in the Home and who had been greatly benefited
by their residence their. He also read letters—some of them extremely
touching—from ladies who had adopted children from the Home.

The Chairman commented briefly on the Report and the letters, and
commended in the warmest terms the objects and methods of the
Committee,

Rev. Thomas Duncan moved the following resolution :

“That the Report be received and adopted, and that the cordial thanks of the
meeting be tendered to the Committee and to Dr. T. R. Almon, for their faithful
and successful discharge of their duties.”

Mr. Duncan spoke briefly of the valuable service rendered to the
Community at large as well as to individuals by the Home. He could
testify, from personal observation, to the good done. The resolution was
seconded by Mr. Kuhn and adopted.

Rev. J. B. Uniacke moved the following resolution :

“That this meeting express gratitude to God for the good work accomplished by
the Infants’ Home in saving so many precious lives, in preventing the cruelties of

baby farming and the horrors of infant:cide, and in securing comfor:able, permanent
homes for the children.”

He spoke of the horrors of baby farming which he himself had
witnessed, and also of the fearful experiment made in this city years ago,
in getting up an “ Infants’ Home” where the rate of mortality was just
as high as it could possibly be, and he regarded it as just cause for
gratitude that the present Home had been able to show such admirable
results.—Rev. E. M. Saunders seconded the resolution, testifying to the
good done. The resolution was adopted.
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Rev. J. F. Avery moved the following resolution :

“ That we gratefully acknowledge the aid given during the past year by Charches,
Societies and individuals thronghout the country as well as the city,—and withount
which onr home would have been much embarrassed and its power for good greatly
impaired,—and that we most respectfully solicit the continuance of such substantial

sympathy.”

He emphasised the duty of showing substantial sympathy, and dwelt
also on the great importance of saving infant life. Rev. R. Laing seconded
the motion, and stated that his own experience as a Pastor had brought
him into painful contact with baby farming, and had constrained him
to form a high estimate of the value of the Infants’ Home. Adopted.

Hou. Dr. Parker meved the following resolution which was seconded
by Rev. C. B. Pitblado and adopted unanimously :

“ Realizing the urgent need for a suitable building as testified by the Physician
and the Committee, we unite in appealing to the charitable public for the needed
funds; and appoint Revs I'. Duncan, and E. M. Saunders, and W. C. Silver, John
Burton, J. C. Mackintosh and W. H. Harringtou, Esqs., (with power to add to their
number) to form with the Advisory Committee a Building Committee to take all
necessary steps to build without undue delay.”

Dr. Parker remarked that after what he had seen and heard, he would
regard the community as having hearts of “stone if they could resist the
appeals of the Committee for a proper building. He had himself, in his
practice, seen with the keenest pain, the terribly sufferings to which little
children had been subjected, and it was an unspeakable blessing that
there was now a place where such children were properly treated.
Remember, each life saved is worth one thousand dollars to this country !

On motion of Rev. A. Simpson the Committee was reappointed with
additions (see another page.)

William Ackhurst, lsq., testified to the stringest economy exercised
in the management of the Infants’ Home,—he having audited all bills,
monthly from the first.

The meeting then closed.
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Honeyman, Mrs.., ... ... 0 50
Hollings. Harry ...... ... 0 50
BRI eint e o 010
LR R 300
Lockhart, Mrs... .. ... ... 0 50
e R R 1 50
e N U 025
Logan, Mrs A AR Usatads 025
McDonald & Co... ... . 5 00
McQueen, Mrs ... ... 025
McQueen, Miss ... ... wive 98

( Collected by Mrs, R. Tremaine. )

ey o AR GRS 2 L 20 00
Mrs John Ritchie, Belmont...... 300
O ONS...... . ... tad 100
Mrs Geo Starr  ..... ... 10 00
o R 20 00
Mrs R. Tremain ...... ... 100

(From Congregations—Tha nksgiving

Coilections. )
Sherbrook Presbyterian Church... ... 425
Chalmers Church ...... ... 36 00
St James’ Church, Dartmouth ...... 9 00
Bedford, (Mrs. Stokes) ... 100
Baddeck Preshyterian Church ...... 200
Redbank, N.B. * W1l 118
Lunenburg ' b AT B 7 60
Whycocomah * ' b 75

United Church, N. G., Pres. Church 5 00
Sharon Church, Stellarton, *¢ 875

Moir, Mys...... SHRIARAER e 0 24 | St. Andrew’s Church, Little River,
O MO ..o v s 0 50 Musquodoboit, Presby. Church 2 05
Muniford, Mrs WA '8 0 10 | St. Andvew’s Ch., Hx., el 15 42
Morrow, James, Mrs ...... .. 10 00 | St. John's i o 25 00
MoKay, Mrs © ... i 0 50 | Folly Village Chureh, 4 10 00
McPherson, Mrs... ... .. 0 50 [ North Sydney * i 9 00
McIntosh, Mrs ... oo 0 50 [ St. Andrew’s “ N.G. *¢ 10 35
L T R A T 0 50 | Elmsdale Presbyterian Church winee B0
LR e i T 1 00 | Middle Musquodoboit ** 3 60
SRR T e s 1 00 | Acadia Mines, Londonderry, Presby-
FRevan, Mo ... L 0 50 terian Church ...... ..., 4 00
Ray, M:s ARG LA e 1 00 | Malagawatch, C. B, Ireshy, Church 1 00
Richey, Mrvs M. H..... .. 1 00 [ Rev A. Stirling, Scotsburn iz L G D
Rosborough, Mrs... ... ... 1 00 | Brunswick Street Methodist Church 18 39
Roche, Mrs Charles ... ... 1 00 | Liverpool it - 5 95
Simpson, Rev A... ... senie 2 00 | Granville Ferry " - 4 00
Ly R T 1 00 | Kaye Street e " 200
e R TR S 1 00 | Selma e » 1 60
Schwartz, Mrs ... ... 0 50 | Aylesford o o 105
L AR SRR 0 50 | Petite Riviere ...... bodonh . asaenh 100
R W 0 50 | Canning Methodist Church...... 4 00
LT T e e e 0 35 | Great Village ...... avRas  edlis 2 50
Unincke, Mrs J, B...... ... 8 00 [ Charles Street Methodist Church 4 58
LTI R 1 00 | Mid. Musquodoboit ** > we 108
Woodill, Mes ... Shiode 0 40 | Amherst " " 4 00
Woodill, Mrs James ...... ... 2 00 | Bridgetown 4 e s "B
o I 2 00 | Windsor » " 700
C T TR R R AR L 0 50 | Ritey's Cove o it w 38
West, MesN. ... 1 00 | Wentworth i o 145
Milton, Queens ... Eevis weseo 18D
( Collected by Mrs. Saunders. ) Granville Street, Halifax, Baptist
Chureh .. AEeav -1\ Toseend 13 00
Chipman, Mrs J.B.  ...... ... 1 00 | Hebron, Yarmouth, Baptist Church 2 78
BN B, el L BB T T AR A e D 7 44
Friends, Two in Cornwallis ... S Mivor Hibors ... ... 418
Graham, Mrs W, ..... ... 1 00 | Yarmouth (Congregation) ... b 45
Lithgow. Maggie, from Buazaar ...... S0P BN .. e 02
Morse, Mes J, ., Digby ..., 1 00 | Stewiacke Centenary ...... ... 14 76
Pineo, A. A., Eiq, Cornwallis ...... 1 50 | Friend, Sydney ...... 10 00
Smith, Mrs Wilie ...... ... 10 00 | Granite Village, S, S. Coll., Mrs. S,
e, M 100 o N S G D 100
Whidden, C. B., Esq, Cornwallis 400

—_e

—




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS,

Mrs. Burns, parcel clothing ; Mrs, T. R. Almon, 2 bottles codliver cream ; Mrs®
Ronne, 1bottle codliver cream, 12 pairs stockings ; Mrs. Frank Doull, 1 parcel clothing !
A Friend, parcel clothing; Mrs. Brown, parcel clothing; Mrs. Farquhar, parce,
clothing ; A Friend, 5 cans Gerber's Milk Food, flour, arrowroot, oatmenl and sugar *
Mrs. Wiley Smith, canned oysters, damsons, peaches, &c. ; Mrs, Jas. Cowan, clothing ’
Mrs. George Smith, clothing ; Mrs. McArthur, Dartmouth, clothing ; Forsyth, Sutcliffe
L & Co., 6 cans Gerber's Food ; Miss Hamilton, clothing; box of clothing from Mrs,
Musgrave, contributed to by Mrs. Eaton, Mrs. Rutherford, Mrs. Jacques ; Mr.,
Johnstone, 1 barrel lime ; Mrs, William Robinson, Woodville, clothing ; Mrs. Nelson,
parcel clothing ; Miss Burton, clothing; Mr. Wood, dry goods; A Merchant, dry
goods ; Miss Whidden, 6 pairs stocking ; Miss Willis, 6 yards princ ; Mrs. Chandler,
Dorchester, N, B., large parcel clothing; Mis. Adam Kurns, clothing ; Mrs. Wiley
Smith, clothing; A Lady, clothing; Mrs. Abbot, clothing and box of socks; Mrs.
Murphy, Antigonish, 9 yards flannel ; Mrs. McKenzie, hearth rug and peck plums;
Mrs. Gunn, 6 pairs stockings ; Mrs. Grant, dress goods ; Mrs. F. G. Tupper, quilt, &e.;
Mrs. Wm. H. Tupper, barrel apples; Friend, bushel apples; Mrs. Adam Burns,
J clothing ; Friend, clothing ; Mr. Mott, box broma; Mr. Marsters, per Mrs. Saunders,

baxrel apples ; Mrs. William Black, clothing ; Mrs. J. Archibald, 5 hens ; Mrs. McBean,
clothing, 2 quilts ; Mrs. Murphy, 12 yards flannel ; Mr. Eagar, 2 bottles cod liver oil ;
Mus. Motton, Window blinds ; Mrs. George Starr, 2 quarters lamb, 1 goose, beets, cakes,
tarts; Mrs. T. R. Almon, cakes, apples, sweets; Mrs. Moir, cake ; Mys. Wm. Black,
75 1hs. Beef ; Mrs. Parker, 5 chickens, goose, turkey, beef and pork; Miss Nordbeck,
cakes and 6 pies; Mrs. Dashwood, cake; Mrs. James Mackintosh, turkey and ham ;
Mrs. Hesslein, 2 fruit cakes, 2 plain cakes; Mrs. Burton, cakes and pies; Mr. Moir,

- N

. box hiscuits ; from South Rawdon, per Mrs. Creed, quilt and socks ; Miss Cochran,
‘ Windsor, 12 pairs stockings ; Box from Grand River, Cape Breton, per Mrs. McQuarrie,
) contributed by Mrs. John Murchison, Miss Christie Finlayson, Miss Mary D. McAulay,
! _’ Annie McKay ; Mrs. Ronne, 9 pairs stockings ; Mrs. J. Stairs, 13 night gowns; Mrs.
r Ronne, cod liver oil ; Package clothing from Halfway Brook Sewing Circle, Middle

Stewincke ; Miss Cochran, 12 pairs stockings; Mrs. Cochran, crib quilt ; Patkage of
clothing valued at $7.50, from ladies of Otter Brook sewing cirele, of Rev. E. Grant's
congregation ; Mrs, G. Smith, 6 packages corn starch ; Mra. Dimmock, Ashdalg, quilt,
clothing, &c. ; Mr. Mackenzie, 15 lbs. sugar; Valuable box of clothing from Mrs. Nélson
Package of clothing, Mrs. McArthur, Dartmouth ; Mrs. Farquhar, package of Clothing ;
Mrs. G. Smith, clothing, dry goods, 6 lbs. corn starch ; Mrs. Dimmock, Ashdale, quilt
and clothing ; Mrs. A. C. McDonald, Pictou, clothing ; Clothing from South Rawdon ;
Mrs. Donald, Pictou, clothing; Mrs. Jumes Cowan, clothing; Mrs. Payne, sugar;
Forsyth & Sutcliffe, 6 cans Geber's food; Miss Hamilton, Dertmouth, clothing ;
Mrs. William Robinson, Woodville, clothing; Boxes of clothing from Mrs,
Heartz, contributed by Mrs, Charles Troop, Mrs. Robert Mills, Mrs. Lawrence Willett ;
Friends in Yarmouth; 8. L. Shannon, Annapolis; Also, Mrs. Valentine Troop, Mrs,
Robert Parker, Mrs, Greatorix, Mrs. Weatherspoon, Mrs. T. Reed, Mrs. H. Troin, Mrs.
R. Delap, Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Walter Willett, Mrs. Wm. McCormack, Messrs. Farnsworth
& Amberman ; J. O. Pineo, Wolfville, 2 barrels upples ; Mr. Lyons, 1 barrel apples;
Mrs. Hesslein, large bed quilt, one for crib, and valuable clothing ; Mrs. Brown, clothing ;
Mr. W. Lawson. barrel fish ; Collected hy Mrs. Saunders : Mrs. Fisher, Cornwallis, brl,
ples ; A friend, barrel apples, Dr. Masters, Bei wick, barrel apples, Mr. Ward Baker,
| apples; Large web flannel and 32 pairs children’s stockings from friends in
watch, C. B.; Parcel ** from Bertha Henderson, a little girl of 12 years who has
ering fiom the effects of diphtheria since last August and is now only able to

the house. She is very much interested in the Infants’ Home and wanted
to send all sli bad to them.”




