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Technical arid Bibliographic Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the bast

original copy available for filming. Features of this

copy which may be bibliographically unique,

which may altar any of the images in the

reproduction, or which may significantly change

the usual method of filming, are checked below.
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Coloured covers/
Couverture ds coulaur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagde

Covers restored and/or laminated/

Couverture restaur^e et/ou pelllculAe

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes g^ographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black!/

Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

pn Coloured plates and/or illustrations/

Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/

RellA avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion

along interior margin/
La re liure serrie peut causer de I'ombre ou de la

distorsion le long de is margrt int^rieure

Blank leaves addad during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from filming/

II se peut que certaines pages blanches ajouties

lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,

mais, lorsque cela itait possible, ces pages n'ont

pas iti filmies.

L'Institut a microfilm^ le meilleur exemplaire
qu'ii lui a iti possible de se procurer. Les details

de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-dtre uniques du
point de vua bibliographique, qui pouvent modifier
une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la mAthode normale de filmage

sont indiquAs ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagdos

r~~| Pages restored and/or laminated/

D

Pages restauries et/ou pelliculdes

Pages discoloured, stained or foxei

Pages ddcolories, tacheties ou piquees

Pages detached/
Pages ditachees

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of prir

Qualiti indgale de {'impression

Includes supplementary materia

Comprend du materiel 9uppl^mentaire

Only edition available/

Seuls idition disponible

I I

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/

I I

Pages detached/

I I

Showthrough/

[~~| Quality of print varies/

|~~| Includes supplementary material/

I—I Only edition available/

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata

slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to

ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partieilement

obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une pelure,

etc., ont ^tik filmies d nouveau de facon d

obtenir la meiileure image possible.

E Additional comments:/
Commentaires suppldmentaires;

This copy is a photoreproduction.

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmi au taux de reduction indiqui ci-dessous.
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Th« copy filmed hera has bean raproducad thanks
to tha ganarosity of:

D. B. Weldon Library

University of Western Ontario

(Regional History Room)

Tha imagaa appearing hare are the beat quality

possible considering the condition and legibility

of the original copy and in Icaeping with the

filming contract spacificationa.

L'axemplaira filmA fut reproduit grAce i la

gin4rositA de:

D. B. Wetdon Library

University of Western Ontario

(Regional History Room)

Lee imagaa suivantea ont iti raproduitea avac la

plua grand soin, compta tenu de la condition ct

de la netteti de I'exemplaira filmA, at an
conformity avac lea conditions du contrat da
fiimage.

Original copiea in printed paper covers are filmed

beginning with the front cover and ending on
the last page with a printed or illustrated impres-

sion, or the bacic cover when appropriate. All

other original copies are filmed beginning on the

first page with a printed or illustrated imprea-

sion. and ending on the last page with a printed

or illustrated impression.

Lea axamplairaa originaux dont la couverture an
papier eat imprimte sont film^s an commandant
par la premier plat at an tarminant soit par la

dernlAra page qui comporte una empreinte
d'Impreeaion ou d'illuatration, soit par la second
plat, salon ie caa. Toua lea autraa axampiairas
originau: sont fiim^s an commandant par la

premiere page qui comporte une empreinte
d'Impreeaion ou d'illuatration at an tarminant par
la darni^re page qui comporte une telle

empreinte.

The laat recorded frame on each microfiche

shall contain the symbol ^^^(meening "CON-
TINUED '), or the symbol V (meening "END"),
whichever appliaa.

Un dee symboia^ suivants apparaitra sur la

damlAre image de cheque microfiche, selon Ie

caa: la symbols —^ signifie "A SUIVRE ", Ie

symboie y signifie "FIN".

Mapa. platee. charts, etc., mey be filmed at

different reduction ratioa. Thoae too large to be
entirely included in one exposure are fUmed
beginning in the upper left hand comer, left to

right and top to bottom, as many framea aa

required. The follcwing diagrama illustrate the
method:

Lee cartes, planchea. tableaux, etc., pauvent dtra

filmte d dee taux de rMuction diffirents.

Lorsque Ie document est trop grand pour dtre

reproduit en un seul clichA, il eat filmi A partir

de Tangle supirieur gauche, de gauche d droite,

et de haut an baa, an pranant la nombre
d'Imagea nteassaire. Lea diagrammas suivants

iilustrent la methods.
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To the Honourable the Legislative Assembly of Canada, in Provincial Parliament
assembled:

The Petition of tho unJersii>iied Riite-puyers of the Municipality of the City of Huniilton,

HiiMiu.Y Shewetii,—

That by the Resolutions adopted by the Railway Conmiittee of your Honorable House, in 1849, the
principle of "one Grand Trunk Line" from the Eiistern to the Western extremities of the Province, with requisite
subsidiary Branches, was rccoi;nised as tiie '• Railway system of the Province."

That of this system it was provided by the Act 14 and 15 Victoria, Cap. 73, Sections 4 t^lG, that tho
proposed Great Western Railway, from Burlington Bay to the Detroit River, should form the portion or continu:
tion West from Lake Ontario.

a-

That, under this belief, the citizens of Hamilton Ci.tercd heartily into tho efforts which resulted in its con-
struction, and were the first in the Province successfully to take up and introduce Railway enterprise.

That in subseijuent legislation this principle was deviated from by the granting of Charters for parallel

and competing Lines, and every inducement was given to Municipalities to enter into their construction.

That whilst the effect of the construction of competing Lines was felt directly on the traffic of these Lines,
the diversion of Trade from Towns and 3Lirkets !:lreacly established operated most injuriously on the enterprises

then in progress, and the business already in existence, and to which the Province was in a great measure indebted
for its prosperous condition.

That in endeavouring io counteract this prejudical effect, and to retain the Trade and Commerce which had
found a centre or outlet at the head waters of Lake Ontario, this Municipality, with others similarly situated,

was compelled to engage in the construction of further lines, as connecting links, and this at a time when, through
the general inflation of prices nil over the continent, the cost of these undertakings was much enhanced.

That the City of Hamilton received no assistance from the Municipal Loan Fund Act, bu*^ issued its own
Debentures, in furtheranca of such enterprises, to a large amount, as well as for local improvements of a very extensive

nature.

That whilst the construction of the Grand Trunk Line Westward from Lake Ontario created a competition

destructive of the investment of this City in the Line, till then supposed to be a part of the General Provincial

scheme, the city of Hamilton, and other ^Nlunicipalities along the Line, have had to bear their share of the Pro-

vincial burden created by that Grand Trunk Line, thus being compelled to assist in making good the losses sus-

tained by a competition of the most injurious character.

That the JMunicipalities which have not borrowed from the Municipal Loan Fund for the furtherance of

their, enterprises, have now to bear their share of the burden which that fund has created, and which is now virtually

assumed by the Province.

Your Petitioners are therefore constniiiieJ, most reluctantly, to bring under the consideration of y
orable House the injurious effect which the large indebtedness incurred by Municipalities for Railway e

has upon the best interests of the country.

our Hon-
enterprises

That inasmuch aa a continuance of the evils which your Petitioners deplore must most seriously affect the

revenue of the Province, your Petitioners would impress on your Honorable Hou.se tho expediency and equity of

enacting a measure of relief in the emergency, believing that a proceeding of that nature will have the effect of

infusin" a decree of life and energy into public and private enterprise which wovdd soon be felt throughout the

country, and amply reimburse the Provincial Treasury in the improvement of tlie revenue.

ssibkPetitioners, therefore, pray your Honorable House to pass, as early as possible, an effectual measure

ilation to the present indebtedness of the City of Hamilton, and of such other Municipalities as have
'

'
' " "

'
' ^M\n Fund, and thus also aid in bringing to completion the enterprises

irred.

Your
of relief in relation to tiie pre

not been already assisted by tho Municipal L , - ... ^...„^ ^

remaining in an unfinislii;d state, that tlic country may reap tho benefit of the expenditure already incurred.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.





Hamilton, 14th March, 1860.

Sib,—

/ am requested by an influential Committee of thr

Inhabitants of this Cit\j to transmit, for the information of

the Ratepayers of your Municipality, the accompanyini/

Petition, and to respectfully invite their co-operation, (by Pe-

tition to the Legislature) should they desire relief in their

Debt for Railway purposes.

You will observe, tJiat the Petition, while stating its own

grievance, refers to, and prays relief to all of the Municipa-

lities interested.

I have also to intimate that if is most desirable .that

Petitions should be transmitted to Quebec with the least

2y>ssible delay.

I have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your most ohcd't serv't,

To

^^j5%^ j^^n^c^te^^^




