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!
which hBd considered the nubject ; and nothing rcmaing, as
a recouipeiiBe for tlie outlay and the purohaBCd territory of
the I'litcrpriHiug diecoverers and of those who sent them out,

i but tlie empty honor which this Iteport and other similar
piiperH secure to them.

AiiiouK those who most earnestly supported the lust claimg
for rennuieratioii of those who thus memorialized the Con-

]

Hii'KH wan the diatinKi'ished President of the Massachusetts
;

Uistorial Society, Hon. Kobort C.Wiuthrop.—Editou Histob-
ICAL Maoazink.

1

Mr. Felcli made tlie following Eeport, (to
accompany bill S. No. 526.—The Committee to
whojn was referred the Memorial of George
Bmrell and H. V. S. Wilder, in behalf of them-
selves and other heirs of the owners of the
ship Cohivibia and sloop Vasfdnytoit, and the
heirs of Captain John Kendrick, and Martha
Gray, widow of Captain Robert Gray, praying
the confirmation of their title to certain lands
purchased of the Indian tribes, in 1791, on the
Northwest coast of America ; or such compen-
sation as Congress shall deem just and proper
for their explorations and discoveries in those
regions, have had the same under considera-
tion and make the following Report:

III—EXPLORATIONS 01 THi: NORTH-
WEST COAST OF THE
UNITED STATES.

REPORT ON THE CLAIMS OF TUK IIKIliS OF CM'-
TAINS KEXDRK'K AN/) (IHAV.

[The history of the earliest explorations, discoveries, and
purchases of the Indian titles on the Xorth-west coast of
North America is most concisely given in the following Ke-
port, presented to the Senate of the United States by a Senator
from Michigan, ex-Governor Felch, in the First SoHsi(m of
the Thirty-second Congress. Kefcrenccs are therein made to

other Keports, made at other Sessions, which are printed in
the volumes of Senate Documents.
The heirs of the enterprising merchants of Boston who

projected those early voyages of discovery and commerce,
and the widow of Captain Gray, who discovered and entered
the mouth of the Cobimbia-rivcr, have repeatedly petitioned
tlongresB for some remuneration for the heavy expenditures
and losses incurred in those voyages which brought so much
honor to the country and such large acquisitions of valuable
territory. The several Committees, to whom these Memorials
were referred, brought in their favorable Reports, accom-
panied with Bills, none of which have progressed to their

passage before the adjournment of the several Congresses

The memoriahsts represent, that, in the year
1787, a voyage of discovery and mercantile ad-
venture was planned and undertaken by Joseph
Barrell, Samuel Brown, Charles Bulfinch, John
Derby, Crowell Hatch and John M. Pintard,
who fitted out and desjiatched two vessels from
the port of Boston, Massachusetts, to the
Northwest coast of America—the one a ship,
called the Columbia, commanded by Captain
John Kendrick, and the other a sloop , called
the Washington, commanded by Captain Robert
Griiy—which was the first voyage ever under-
taken by citizens of the United States to
the Northwest portion of this Continent; that
so remarkable was the expedition considered, at
thiit day, that medals, both of silver and copper,
were Ht'-uck, bearing on one side the represen-
ta.'ion of the vessels, encircled by their names,
and,on the other, the names of the owners,with
the date; that these vessels sailed from Boston
on the first of October, 1787, and arrived at
Xootka-sound, in the month of September,
1788; that they continued on the coast until
the Summer of 1789, when Captain Gray
re-discovered the Straits of St. Juan de
Fuca, which he penetrated and explored
before any English vessel had ever sailed
upon its waters; that, on the third of July, 1789,
they exchanged masters—Captain Gray, taking
command of the Columbia, returned|home; that,
on the twenty-seventh of September, 1790, he
sailed on a second voyage and cniised upon
the Northwest coast till September, 1791, when
he returned to Clyoqu_t, for winter-quarters;
when in the village of Clicksclocutsee, twelve
miles from the sea, he built a fort, and called
it " Fort Defiance, " which he mounted with
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four cMiinon, supplyiiifj; it with other iimuitioas
(if war, iiuct j)iHt'iu(4' it iiiidcr th(! comnmiKl of ii

Mr. Hiiswoll; thiit lie tlicrc Imilt u vessel of

forty tons, culled the Ailri-uhircr; tluit.iu Maruli,

17!(2. (^iti»tiiiii txriiy left C'lyo(inot, to <;xj)lorethe

const, soiithwurJ, iiiul.oii th' eleventh day of

May, in the same year, In; discovi-red aiul en-
tered the mouth of a large river, which, to this

day, bears the name of thi: ship Vulnmhid, wliich

Krst ascended its waters, and thus per|Ktuutes
the memory of the original disiMtvery; tiiatt'aii-

tain (jray sailed fourteen miles up tliis livi'r.

and, witli tlie <>tiicer« und inarineM nf tli*-, H]!ip«,

iuuded on its 5;.in-tlierly bi.uk, raisfd iIm.' Amm-
ciiu Hag, rtU(.f t.iok j)uss<'hsiiin of tlie cmHitiy, i'l

the nana' of the United States; tluit ho contin-
ued in this i'i\er nnlil tlic twenty-first of ^lay,
ex])l(jring its cliannels and trading with tlie

natives; and that.ln! named tln^ two capes, at the
entrance of ti .> river, "Hancock" ami
"Adams." The memorialists further rei)reseiit

that Captain Kendrick reiuaiiu'd on the coast,

with the sloop Wos/niK/tmi, and, ii' tin' Winter of

1781), he erected " Fort Washington " at :Ma;i-

riana, in Nootka-sound ; that, in 1711(1, he ex-

plored the whole extent of the Straits of De
Fiica; that, in the Summer of 1791, he jiur-

chased of the nativo Chiefs, for tlie benefit of

the owners, extensive tracts of land, and took
formal posse.s.sion of them,having obtained deedK
for the same, embracing all tlie lands, rivers,

creeks, islands, etc., with all tlie minerals, etc.,

from tile C!hief of the native tribe, who duly ex-

ecuted the same, attested by thirteen witnesses;

and that copies of several of thes;> di>eds, with
;

II full explanation of the transaction, in a letter
'

from Captain J. Kendrick, addressed to the i

Hon. Thomas Jert'erson, Secretary of State, are ;

in the Department of State, and the affidavits

of S(!veral early navigators, in fnrther evidence
of said purchases, are upon the files of the
lionorable House of Representives.

The memorialists urge that, from these dis-

:

coveries, explorations, jjiirchases, and taking
;

possession, with a cliiim of title Avhicli was

;

re-Mignizfil by Spain aud by .'arly linglish

'.Liithoi-ities, tht- Uniteil State.'- (iovcrriirii'iit

foundtsd their claim U> bf «lido\Ved with tlie

strongest rights tii the possession of the territo-

ries on the Noi'iliwfst I'Oast; and that imin''ii-<-

k> 'a"tlls hriv»- rvsuilV'il therefrom, iOld in in>

(iiilbuns of acii-.i bei'ii uddod to oui- lialion.tl

domain. They further re|ircsent, that, fioiii

t he unforeseen disasters att<'nding so n«'W .iiid re-

mote an cnterpri.se, the prt)jectt)r!s were subjected

to great cxpcnBesandan entire loss of their in-

vestments. Captain Kendrick lost his life in an
,

accidental discharge of a salute; the vessel and
:

cargo of furs were subseipiently loKt on the
i

coast of Cliiuii; the origiual owners lia\e now
j

all deceased; and their numerous heirs aud
representatives are disjierscd throughout the
States, and .some of them, in advanced age,

without adetpiate means of support; that sev-

eral similar applications liave been heretofore
made, but, until the settlement of tlie (jnestion

of division and boundary, with Great Britain,

every application has been fruitless. They ask,

in behalf of the heirs of the owners, the heirs of

Caj)taiu John Kendrick, and the widow of ('a]!-

tain Robert ( rray,that tlii-ir title to the lands pur-
chased on the Northwest coast, in 171)1, may be
confirtncd, :uid f'''< -'"e- " '.s.irip.blc reniunera-

I

tio)i.,iij laad'.oi'jiioo' y.Jcr tli< 'l•e.uetlts•^UiohhIlV•-

! .-usiiid itt till. I'lfibil ,*ii II. ^. rV'Wr}. ih-ir I iife.f

pricic- . nd discos eiie,-..

I
Accompanying the Menioi'ial, and iii pi '?f ot

;
tiie facts therein set forth, are several oriiiinn/

books, iiia|n, letters ;pid other documents,
which furnish the most conclusive proof of the
foregoing facts. Copies of some of them, with
extractM from others, yoiii' (Committee appemi
hereunto, and make part of this Rejjort.

Yvou) t]n' Ilisliirioil iiud fdliliad Mf.inoir on
'

Ihi! yartlnri'iil CiMntl (if Ainfvlcit, by Robert Greiai-
how,Translatoi'aialliibr;irian to the Department
of State, j)ublished as Senate Document, No. 174,
Twenty-sixth Ci>ngre.ss, i'irst Session, itapp(>ars

that,the S[)aniards were the first di.scoverers of
that coast; that, previous to 1774, they had ex-

amined thecoast, as far North as the forty-third

<legree of Latitude, and the Russians, sailing
eastward, ac-ross the I'acific, from their domin-
i(ms in Asia, liad discovered land southerly as far

as the fifty-lifth degre<> of Latitude-. In 1774,
the Spaniards attempted to explore from the
forty-third to the sixtieth degree; buttheSi)an-
ish Government car(!fully concealed all infor-

mation resi)eeting these explorations, till ISOii,

when a meagre; account of them was printed, in

an introductory (;ssay to the narrative of the
vovage of the sclioimers .S'«^// and MccicKim, at
Ma.irid.

Jn 1775, the Viceroy of Mexico ordered that
another expeilitiou should be sent out, for the
p\ir])os.' of examining the coast; aud tlie ftnuti-

'i()(i and the Sii/iiir<i were sent forth. The
.fourual of Maurelle, the Pilot of the hitter, wu.->

]iubli,shed in London, in 1782. On the four-
t-jith of August, 177.'), Heceta, the commimdei'
ot tht >'.;//i./r/o, while, sailing iJong the coiust,

ili.si o\, i\'d li promontory, called by him, C/ipc
<ii,> ItiKjHt;. and, immediately South r)f it, in

Latitude 4()" ICp
, an opening in the land which

ap))eared to be a harbor.
This opening, Greenhow thinks to have been

the month of the Columbia-river, thus first be-
held by the native of a eiWlized country. In
March, 1778, Captaiu Cook, the English navi-
gator arrived ou the coast, wlio passed the
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lunutli of tlio Cohimhiji, tmiiotiooil, nml fir.«t saw
liind a little boyoiid tlio forty-ciRlitli parallel,

to wliieb he fj;ave tlie naiun of Cajie I'liittery.

The coast was carefully examined, in searc^h of
the Strait throiip;h which the Cinn-k pilot, Juan
(le I'pxca, was said to have .sailed from tlie Pacific
to the Atlantic, in ir)92; and Cook declared
that no such passafj;e existed. I'assinft' the
Strait, iiniioticod, he sailed alon^ the shore of the
island, which he snj)))osed to be the Continent,
as fa" as Latitude -Id" '-ilV where h(> found a bay,
in V inch he •mchored, calling it King (ieorge's-

sound, but afterwards Nootka-souud, Mhich In^

belie\-ed tobe its Indian d(>siuatiou.—(See Kerr's
('ii"rciiaii iif V(/)/iii/i's, Cook, Clark and (rove,

\'ol. xvi. Chap. iii. , Sec. 115, et seq.)

In 1785, a small English brig crossed from
Canton to Nootka-souud, from which she re-

turned with a valuable cargo of furs; and, in
17H(1 and the the following yi'ars, vessels wer(>

ajso sent, direct from England, by an associa-

tion of merchants, eallod the King flcorgo's-

souiid Comi)any. and also by the P(jrtuguese
and llussians, for the i)urpose of engaging in

the fur-trade.

The report of tht^ success of the (>arly voyages,
in pursuit of furs, excited that .spirit of enter-

ju'ise .so characteristic of the American mer-
chants; and we find that, early in the year 1787,
Joseph IJari'eJl, an ent(>rprising niei'chant of

]>oston. planned a voynge of discovery and
mercantile adventur»> to this, then unknown,
jiortion of the American Continent. The origi-

nal plan of this voyage is in the hands of your
Committee. It is in a manuserij>t book enti-

tled AiDKiliilioiis on Jiiisim'ss, //// ./. JSurrt'//.

It contains a minutti detail and estimate of the
anticipated exp(>dition: iho probable profits to

be made; the plans to be adopted; and the
stejis taken to ensure success.

'I'o show that the projectors of tJiis ^re

terprise had nobler o1)jects in view than
private gains, we have oidy to (piote tiu

chiding paragraph of th(>se pro])osals:

"the preceding* statements, it must a])pear ob-
" vious how very favorable such a trade would
" be to the United States of .Viiierica, as W(>11 as
" to individuals, for, in case of success, a very
" valnalde property would be brought into the
" country from a trifling advance, and in .i

" short time establish a trade superior to any
'•the country enjoys at present; and tlw idea

"may, Ar ill propriety , be extemled to an estab

"lishnicat in that countiy at least e(|ual to
" what Hudaou's-bay is to Great Britain."

That a voyage of discovery was likewise in-

tended, is apparent from another paragrajjli,

wliich we quote: " Hnt, incase the fur-trade
" doeR not answer, at Notooka, then to proce(>d

"along the coaet, to the northward, cxamiuiug

t en-
mere
COU-

]''rom

"the .same, in the most attentive manner, for
" bays, rivtn-s, or harbors, suitable for trade, be-
" tween Notooka and Princi; William's-soiind,iu

"Latitude (id lil N(n-th, Longitude 2i;r 7'

"East, IIS hi'liri'i'ii tl/iisr iirii jiliiri's ll/i' ciiiist iriis

" )ii)f i:r/iliirril III/ (.'iqilnin Ciink or iiiii/ /oriin'r
" iiiivii/ii/or.''

In the fulttJment of tl.i.s design, the .ship

Ciihimhlii, of over two hundred tons burden,
and the .sloo]) WasJiini/loii, of about ninety
tons, were procured, the former in command
of Ca))tain John Kendrick, and the latter

under Ca])tain Itobert Gray.
Your Committee find in this manuscript book

of Mr. IJarrell, wlio was the originator and
masti'r-s])irit of this entei'prise, tlie original

letter of instructions, entitled, On/i'is i/iri'n

('iijildiii Jiiliii Kriiilrirk,<if Ihi' ,s7///; Colnmbia,
fin- II rifiimji'. In Ihr I'lirifir iiiviiii,, which are re-

ferred to as I'xhibiting the designs and pur-

l>oses of the projectors of the voyage; and
extracts therefrom are appended to this Re-
port. (A.)

Tlie ledger of the owners, which is also before

your (Committee, givi's their names, and shows
the it<'ms and value of the invoice. These ves-

sels, thusititted out, sailed from Boston, in Oc-
tober, 17x7, to accomplish their destiny and to

carry the American flag to 11 .sea over which it

had, then, never swtq)t, and the American name
to a land wheri; it had not , then , bei'ii heard.

That sea is now white with tlu^ sails that Hoat
in security, under that flag; and that country,
thus discovered and first visited by theses

daring adventurers, is now a part of the Ameri-
can Ihiion ; solicits the protection of (mr ("on-

stitution and our Laws; is ri'presented, by its

Delegate, upon the floor of our Congress and
will, certainly, before long, seek admission as

a sovereign State of tliis Republic.
Tlie memoralists statt> tiiat the .sloo]) M'u.ih-

iiiijliiii entered and exjilored the Straits of l)e

Fiica. This is admitted by the Engli.sh uaviga-
t,(M', Meares, in whose book of voyage to the
Northwest coast, "published in London, 17!MI,

" are several maps having dotted lines n)nnd
" the island now called Vanconver's, rein-esent-
" iiig a sketch of the sujqiosed track of the
" AuKU'ican sloop Wnnhini/lini. in th<> Autumn
" of I7S!)." The Commissioners of the British

.\<lmiralty, in their Orders and Instructions fn

Captain Yanecmver, dated the twentieth of Au-
gust, 17iM, give additional testimony to the fact:

(See A'oyage, i. (i2), " You are therefore hereby
" reipiired and directed to pay jiartieular at-
" tention to till' examination of the .suj)posid
" straits of Juan de Fuca, .said to be situated
" betwe.'U 4H and IIF North Latitude, and to lend
" to an opening through which the sloop Wuxli-
" iiiijton m reported to have passed, in 1789."
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The memoralists fnrthor represent that Cap-
tain Kendrick, in the year 17i)l, while on the
coast, purchased s<iverul extensive tracts of
land, of the native Chiefs, for the benefit of the
owners of the Wdshinr/toii; that he took in'oi)er

deed.s for the same, duly executed and attested
;

an(''
' at copies of some of these deeds, with the

lettei enclosing them, addressed by Captain
Kendrick to the honorable the Secretary of
State, are on file in the State Department. Cer-
tified copies of the papers referred to, are here-
unto appended. (B.

)

The affidavits of several early navigators, in
further evidence of these purchases, are also

appended. (C.

)

We have alieady refen*ed to the orders given
to Captain Kendrick by the owners. By them,
he was instructed to be sure to piircJnisc the snil

of the natives,ill case he made any improvements,
and that it would not be amiss, if he purchased
some advantageous tract of land, in the mime of
the owners; and that the instrument of convey-
ance should bear evei-y authentic mark the cir-

cumstance would admit of. It was under tiiis

authority,that Kendrick, from the stores of the
Washington, as fitted out by the owners, paid
these Chiefs, in articles of merchandise of which
they were in need, and which were then of
great value to them, as is expressed in the con-
sideration-clause of some of the deeds.

Several original letters are filed with the
Memorial. Cajjtain Kendrick writes to J. Bar-
rell, dated Macao, the twenty-eighth of

March, 1792 : "In my last voyage, I pur-
" chased of the natives, five tracts of land; and
'

' copies of the deeds which were signed shall
" be sent you the first opportunity."
To this, Mr. Barrell replies, under date of

Boston, the second of January, 1793: "The
"copies of the deeds of the lands you have
" pui-chased are not yet at hand. I hope to
" receive them by next conveyance from you.
" At present, they appear to be of little vahie;
"but, in some future time,they may possibly be
'

' worth possessing.
'

'

In the dispute, in 1792, between Quadra,
the Siianish Governor, and dptain Vancouver,
respecting the possession of the building and
spot of land said to belong to a British subject,

Quadra applied to Captains Ingralmm and
Gray for a statement of the transactions on tlie

Northwest coast. Their written reply bears
date Nootka-sound, the third of August, 1792,
and they say: "As to the land Mr. Mearcs
" said he purchased of Maquinnah or any other
" Chief, we cannot say further than that we
" never heard of any, although we remained
" among these people nine months and could
" converse with them perfectly well; besides
" this, we have asked Maquinnah and other

" Chiefs, since our late arrival, if Captain
'
' Meares ever purchased any land in Nootka-
"souiul; they answered 'Mi, that Captain Kcn-
" ' ilrick irax llic onli/ man to whom they had ercr

" 'sold ail 1/ land.'"'

This is the testimony of two respectable men,
with no interest in the purchases and no mo-
tive to falsify the truth, given within one year

after the purehiiHi's.--(See Vancouver's Voy-

aijc, xxi., ;}-t5, Hid; (ireenhow's Memoir, 2\4l.)

For an account of tlie dispute between Great
Britain and Spain, relating to Nootka-sound,
see Wheaton's Elnnenls of International Law,
Part ii. Chapter 4; also, Twiss on the Ore<jon

question, London, IHKi.

In this controversy, both the British and
SiJanish nations recognized the right which an
individual had, at that time, to purchase the

hinds of the Indian * Chiefs. It was claimed

that the purchase of Meares, an Englishman,
conferred upon the British Government the^

right of soveri\ignty. The fact of any purchase*

being made by Mi'ares was contested ; and it

was fully proved that the Chiefs never sold any
lands to ^leares or .'o any other person than
Captain Kendrick, Avhomthey acknowledged to

be the proprietor.

Mr. llobert Duftie, the Supercargo of a Por-

tuguese vessel, being requested by Vancouver
to give his testimony respecting the Nootka-
sound difficulties, between England and Spain,

says: " That, in July, 1789, he found the tents
" and houses of some of the people belonging
" to the tW((w/;(\<, commanded by Mr. John
'

' Kendrick, under the flag and protection of
" the United States of America."—(See Van-
couver's Vo;/a(/e, i. , 405.)

In the Department of State, are foiir manu-
script volumes of the Journal of Captain Joseph
Ingraham, of his voyage, in the brig //b^je, from
Boston to the Northwest coast, in 1790. These
were purchased by the late Mr. Adams, when
Secretary of State, for preservation iu this

Department. This is the same Ingraham men-
tioned by Vancouver as uniting with Captain

Gray in a Wiitten statement to the Spanish

Senor Quadra, in which they stated that the

Indians denied that they ever sold lands to any
person except Captain Kendrick. Their cor-

resi:)ondence is inserted in Ingraham's Journal,

iv., 185.

Again, on page 199, Ingraham writes, uiuler

date September, 1792: "Since the business
'

' between Senor Quadra and Captain Van-
"conver terminated, Maquinna has executed
" to the Spaniards a deed of gift, accompanied
"by a declaration that he never sold any land

"whatever to Mr. Meares or any other person

"except Captain Kendrick, whom he acknowl-
'
' edges to be the proprietor of lauds round
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" Mahwiiina ; Captain Magie and Mr. Howard
" wituesKod tliia deed and declaration."
This corroborates Captain Kendrick's letter

to Mr. Jefferson, then Secretary of State, enclo-
sing the 3oi)ies of the five deeds, that his lands
were expressly excepted in a conveyance made
of the lands adjacent to and surrounding
Nootka-Hound, in September, to Senor Quadra;
and that the Spanish crown, by accepting the
conveyance with this reservation, allowed his
to be a prior and valid purchase.
On Page 188, Volume iv., speaking of Ma-

!

(|uinna and other Chiefs, Ingraham says :

"Every one of them inquires after Caiituin i

'

' Kendrick. saying they had plenty of skins for •

" him; and they would not sell them to any one
'

'• else. This they told us, in Kyaquot, Latitude
"fifty degrees North. Indeed, they all seemed

:

" very fond of Captain Kendrick, for he had i

" treated them with great kindness."
|

The witness,John Cruft,whose affidavit is filed

with the Memorial and appended hereunto, is I

mentioned by Captain Ingraham,Volume i. Page
40, whei'eho speaks of "Mr. Cruft, my first ofli- '

" cer;" and also in Volume ii,Pnge80, "the cove '

" Inamed 'Cruft's-cove,' after my chief ofiicer."
,

The witness, John Young, is indentified by
j

Ingraham, Volume iv. Page 208. See also Irv-

'

ing's Astoria, Volume i, Chapter vi. Page 71

;

Jurvis's Sandwich Islands, Chapter vli. Van-
couver studiously avoids any further mention
of the purchases, and the Indian deeds to

Kendrick, and his possession, lest the United
States Government should be thereby reminded
of its paramount right of jurisdiction over the
soil which England, through him, was endea-
voring to wrest from Spain. Ingrahiim, in ^'ol-

ume iii. Page 152, says, under date of the
seventh of December, 17i)l: "In the evening,
" arrived the brig Wimhinfitou, Captain John
" Kendrick, from the Northwest coast of Amer-
"ica." This was written at Lark's-bny. He
adds, " he had been into Nootka-sound, where
" the Spaniards had still possession."
Your Committee submit,with entire contidence,

tliat no reasonable doubt can be entertained
that several purchases of tracts of land were made
by Kendrick, who paid a vahiable consid(>ration

for each of them ; and that he made those in-

vestments in pursuance of the orders given him,
and for the benefit of the owners of the sloop
Wiishinglmi. The inquiry then arises, wlmt
was the extent of those purchases? In answei-
ing this question, there is some difficulty, arising

from the imperfect knowledge of the country
jiossessed, at the time of the execution of these
( Iran ts,and the necessarily imperfect description
of the lands intended to be conveyed. W(> liave,

it is true, some knowledge of the names of the
native Chiefs (which correspond to those in the

deeds) from the voyages of the English naviga-

tors Mi'ares and Vancouver, and likewise a gen-

eral account of the many villages under their

authority, liut the difficulty is further enhanced
by the fact, which is most ai)parent, that the

deed for the larger tract purchased by Kendrick
never reached tins country, nor any copies of

it. The copies sent to the Department of

State are of lands the most southerly limit of

which was the southerly part of Quadra, or Van-
couver's, Island, which is a little South of Lati-

tude forty-nine degrees. They are believed to

be entirely ol' lands on the island of Quadra, or

Vancouver, and cover nearly its entire extent.

The missing deed of another tract is claimed by
the Memorialists to extend as far South as the

river C'healitz or ( 'liekilis—the forty-seventh

parallel.

By the letters of J. Howell, the Clerk, who
attested the copies sent to the Secretary of

State, addressed to Mr. Barrell, after the death
of ('aptain Kendrick, we ascertain that the

deeds of the lauds purchased on the Northwest
coast were in his possession, in Canton, on the

eleventh of May, 17i)5; that the originals were
transmitted from IMacao, on the twenty-third of

December, 17i)(): that the letter was miscarried

and the deeds out of his possession, on the sixth

of December, 1797; that he was in daily expect-

ation of receiving the deeds, at Manilla, on the

twenty-eighth of May, 1798; and should certain-

ly have them transmitted.—(Doc. No. 43, H.
ofEeps., 2l)th Congress, 1st Session.) Those
papers wer(> never received in this country, nor
could they be traced out, in the Eist Indies, al-

though efforts were made by the owners, through
a jieriod of twenty years, to find them.
There is some evidence, however, which tends

to establish the extent of their purchases to be
to the forty-seventh parallel.

On the first of December, 1794, Mr. Joseph
Barrell writes to Colburn Barrell, of London

:

'

' If you wish for large employ, I can give you
" commission to sell upwards of six millions of
'

' acres on the Northwest coast of America,better
"land and better climate than Kentucky." In
his letter of the eighteenth of June, 1795, \\v

writes that the dc^eds are in China and contain

all the aiithenticity that could be given, for

four degrees of Latitude, or two hundred and
forty miles square. (D.)

Mr. Wardstrom, in his work on True Col-

(wizatioii, published at London, 1795, Page
3()3, expresses full confidence in the extensive

iwrehase of land on the North-west coast of

America; and likewise gives in his work impress-
ions of the nu'chds.* A Circular was also issued in

* Tho Modal. proHonted by the Owners to CaptainKendrick

,

was preseutcd l>y his widow, through Mr. Hall J. Kelly, In
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London, on tin- thirty-rtr.Ht of Atignst, 1705, at

'

the very threshold of rarliiinu'nt, printed in foiir

dift'ercut hmgniiRes, iind extensively einndiited,

whieh wii.s addressed to the inhidiitantH of

Europe, and ehiimed that the purchase, made
by ('aptaiu Kendriek, for the owners, was " ii

.

" tract of delightful country, comi)rehendinB
" four degrees of Latitude, or two hundred and '

" forty miles s<piare." (E.)

Mr. Colburn Barrell writes to J. Barrell from
London, on the twenty-tifth of .''eptond»er, 17',)'),

that Mr. Hoskius, who had just returned to

France, (and who was the Ch'rkof the Coliiinliin,) '.

had "pnmiised to recollect to us, in ah'tter, all

" he knows on tlu! subject; adding sonit! ae-

"connt of another tract, purchased by (!ai)tain
'• Kendriek, and also of a tract which lu; took
•'formal possession of, in the mime of the
" United States."

McPhcrson, in his Ammls i>f Citmmm'ce,

London, 1805, Vohune iv. Page 208, says: " (!ap-
" tain Kendriek, apjiarently with a view to

"estaldish a permanent settlement, purclia,scd
" a tract of laud two hundred and forty miles
"scpiare, from tlie natives."

Mr. Baylie's lleport. No. '2i:j, H. of Keps.,
lilth Congress, 1st Session, on the North- wi.-st

coast of America, luvscnted on the fifteenth t>f

May, 182G, p[). ll{ and 14, as.serts that the
American title is strengthened by the purchases
of the natives of a tract of land on these coasts,

by prior discovery of the river Columbia, and l)y

its exploration from some of its sources in the ;

Koeky mountains to the ocean. !

Till'. Xorlh Aini'ric'iii Jierien; Vol. ii, March,

ims, ti) Hou. Judge Thornton, of Ori'gon. Tlii^ Editor of thn
I'licific AdciiCiUr, in till' l''ull of IS.W, ikwcribiuy bm vinit to tbr
piiturcmiuu rcsidciii-t! of .Judgi' TUorutou, at " fiiirniount
" JjiKc," lauu-couuty, wiys: •• We spent a very iiloamint hour
" lit the hoBpitablo dwoUniK of tho Jmlyc, iiuil .U'urneil from
'• liMii uiiiuy lUtercKtiny cvcntw comicotnd witli thn larly Iiik-

" tiiry of thtt rimutry. On^'on ih fjrpally imlehti'd to the
".liidfV, for thu UHfful wrviri' lir has rrndind licr,

" both a« an historian and in his judicial and rfproHiutivo
" rharactcr.
" Anion!; till- iiliaHant iniiilnnts of our brii.'f Htay with the

"Jiidi,"', wan till' Hij;ht of tin; idi:ntiral Hilvor nirdnl jircKfutiiil

"to Cai'tain .1. Krndrirk. Thn history of th<' nirdnl if thix:
" It was struck by thi' perHOUH who wrc tln' iiroprii'tors of tho
" ('///Hni/)i'i 'and the ]iro.ii'ct(U'H of thr voya(,'i' which nsiiltcil
" ill the discovery of that uoblo river. The medal was Kiveii bv
"th'- widow of Optain Kendriek to Mr. Hull J. Kelly, a ),'en-

" tlenian of liberal education, wlio, at an early day, had largely
"interested liiniself in the development of thin coast, and
" who silent several years here. Thi^ gift was accompanied
" with the ri'iinest that Mr. Kelly would make an appropriate
" disposition of the medal. When, in ISM, Judge Thornton
" was at Washington, on behalf of Oregon, Mr. Kelly gave it

" to him. At a suitable moment, the .Iiulge intends todeposit
"it. somewhere, for safe keeiiiiig, asa valuable historical relic,

" The mi'Ual ia somctliing larger than a dollar, bearing, on one
"side, the inscriiitiou, 'Fitted, at Uoston, N. .Vmerica. for the
" ' Pai itlc Oi-eau; Bv J. Barrell, S. lirown, C. llultinch, J. flar-
" • ly. C. Hatch. J. M. PiutaAl, 17S7.' On the other side, are
" an ocean scene, and two shipF with the uiargiUtil iuscrip-
" tion, • Colvmbia and Washwijlun, commanded by J,
"• Kendriek.'"

Iftlfi, p. JKH, mentions this purclntse of a large

tract of country, near tho Cohiml>ia-river, ami
says, that the (feed was supposed to be in the
pos.se,s,sion of some merchant interestetl in the

expedition.

The testimony of Mr. Ebenezer Dorr, who
was the Supercargo of the brig Iloin; com-
manded by Captain Ingraham, is, that, in 17!>2,

he wius intimate with Captain Kendriek, and
fretiuently on boaril his vessel, tho Wnslihii/loii;

that he saw, read, and e.vamined, several deeds
executed by the Indians on tho Northwest coast,

to Kendriek; that he recollects a conversation
resj)ecting a certain deed of a tract of lantl be-

ing in a Htpiare, taken of the Indians, by Ken-
driek ,for the owners of the vessels, Colnmhin and
ir</.<////////"«; that apilc of stones were rai,sed

and ti'ces marked, near the head of navigation
of a river; and that the|s(pnire, bounded on one
side by a river, extended eight days journey on
each side. This may have been the extent of
country over which the tribe who sold the laud
were sui)posed to roam, and was inserted, by
their suggestion to th(! (Captain, Avho had no
personal knowledge of the interior of the
coast.

Mr. Greenhow, the laborous investigator of
all matters connected with the Ncnth-west coast,

after citing the accnmalativt! evidence of tho
purchas*! of four degi-ees, says, in his Memoir,
Senate Doe. No. 174, 2()th Congress, 1st Ses-
sion, J). 121: "the whole island in Avhieh th(wo
"teiTitories arc situated extends idong two and
"a hidt'ldegrees of Latitude, so that other lands
" must have been purchased by Kendriek;"
Pagt! 122 : "that the transactions here described

,

" between Kendriek anil the savage Chiefs,
"dill really take place, there is no reason to
"doubt."
Tho Journals of the ships show that they

tr uled Avith the natives South of the straits ft)

the river they called Chealitz, which pours in-

te Gray's, or Bulliuch, harbor.
I'lom the forty-seventh parallel to the lifty-

lirst,beyond the northern limit of the purchases,
is idxmt four ilegi'ees of Latitude, and is, in tho
opinion of your Conimittt>e, undcmbtedly tho
h)cati(m of the tract x>urcliased of the Indiana
and claimed by the owners, with the iulmissiun
of the British navigators and authors.
The memorialists represent that Captain

Robert (iray sailed from Boston, «)n his second
voyage, in September, 1790, in the ship ' 'tilmu-

hi<i, for tho North-west coast.

Your Committee append hereunto (F) copies
of—

1. The lettin-s gi-anted by the President of

the United States, dated at the city of N<;w
York, on the sixteenth day of vSeptem'ber, 17!K»,

under the seal of *he United States, signed by
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('ii'()rp;(' WasliiiiKtoii mid by Tlioiiii.'i .7i'n'i'rs<]ii.

then Secretary of State.

2. Tile sea-letter of the Coninioliwejiith o!

Mussaelinseits, ilatrd tin twiiity-inurili liiiy ol'

Hepteinhcr, IT'.Ht, .signed liy Jolai liiiiuMH'lv,

then (loveiimr, and ifoliii Avei'y, tir,, th.ii Sec-
retary of State.

;{. The eertitieate of thr eai^'o of tiie said
ship ('(ihniihid, dated the t welity-llitli o|' Sep-
tember, I7!MI, under tlie ol'lieial .•-(•id. sipiicil

by Jjeiijaniin Liiienhi, then ( 'nlli<'l(«r. and .iaino.

Lovell, theiiNavalOllieer, at tlie iniitof 15i)^tuii.

Tlie mi luoriidists rr])rcseiit that tin ir luiei's-

tors expended hirjic sums of iiKim y in liltinj;

out this as Avell as the };ri(ir voyage u!' liic <'i)l-

innhiii; that they uiacU', thrnijjli ihiir IMaster,

Hubert (iriiy, iiii])ortai!t discoveries (jii tiit

Nortinvest coast, which rt (loiinch il to tlic gh)r\
of tlieir country; tliat, as the resiiit tiiereol, oiii

Government has siistaiii"d, suctjesst'uily, it.--

claims to millions of acres of ii'iids \vliic]i bor-
der on the I'aeilie oeeai ; and tiiat their invest-
ments resulted in a iiiiuous loss to tlnj.si

who en.t-af^'ed in tIieenter])i.'se.--(.SeeIn.i4iaiuim's

Journal, Vol. i, Vn\n- '1, N'oi iv, I'ajve IMO,

)

It has already been stated that the Spanish
Hcceta, in 1775, saw an entrance, in JjalitudelO'-
10', South of the i)rouiciit..ry h(> called St.

Roqne, and snpiiosed there might be a ri\er oi

harbor. In 17.S.S. John Jteares, in the Felia;,

from Macao, made an attempt to discover it, as '

will api)ear from the acco>;nt of his voyage,
Pagel(j7, L(mdoii, J7!'i). He says :

" After wi
" had rounded tin' iirominitery, a large bay, as

"wo had imagined, op.ned to our \iew,'tli;it
" bore a very piomising appearance, and inti.
" which wo steered with i.wvy\ eiicimragin^ '

" expectation. As we steered in, the watn
" shoaled to nine, eight, and seven fiithoms,
'

' when breakers were seen, Irom th(> deck, rigln
|

'

' al e id, and, from the masthead, tluy were ob-
" suiVed to exti'iid across tl.e bay

; \\v therel'on
" hauled out, anddiricted oiireoiir.-e to t'.ie op-
"positc shore, to see, if there was any channel,
" or if we could dist'over any jiort. The uanu
" of Cap(!Disai)pointnient \v;ls given to the pnj-
" inoutory; and the bay obtained the title ol
" Decei)ti(in-bay. By an iudtl ivnt meridian
" observation, i't lies "in the Latitude of •IG'-' ]()'

" North, and in the computi-d Longitude of 2:55'

" 34' East. We can now, with .-;afety, assert that
" tliere is nosuch riveras tliat of Saint lioe ex-
" ists, OS Liid down in the Spanish ejiarts."

Vancouver, in 17'.r_', April 27, examined this

part of tho coast, with Meare's disciiption be-
fore him, but so formidaiile were the bri akers
and shoal-waters that he, iiat cmir.i'kriuq /lis

opnninf/ irnr/hi/ nf more allenHni), continued his
pursuit to the 2sorthwist. On the afterno(ju of

Hist. Mac, VIII., 11.

tlie twenty-ninth, tin \t day. but on(>, he met
i!i" .\iiieric;in slii|) ''e/"//;A/i/.commanded by Mr.
I'libei't (iray. beloiigin;^ to lioston, whciKM' she
mid been aii.^eid nineteen months. HerC'ap-
tain, (ii'iiy, informed him e/' hix hnrioii lifm uj]

' l//f mil)'/// if II , i -rr, in tlie Latitude of 4(i l(j .

I

where the oiitsi tor reilux was so strong as to pre-

: viMithis entering for nine days. ••'Ibis wasprob-
;
'•ably,'" adds N'aiicoiiver, in his Journal. " the
"opening pa-sed by lis on the forenoon of the
• t'.venty-^eveiitii; " and, as if determined tojnit

! on I'l cord his eoiitldeiiee in his own superior sii-

' '.racity, and his discredit of the observations of

I
tiic Aniei'iciiu Cajitain, he says: "It must be
" consider! d as a V( ry singular circumstance,
" that, in ^.o great an exti lit of seaeoast, w.-
" should not, until now, havi^ s(>en the ai)i)eai

-

" ance of any opening in its slnu'cs which jirc -

'• seiited any certain prosiiect of aHonlin'/
'
" shelter, the whole coast fo'niing oiio com •

' pact, solid, and iiearlv straight barrier ngiiins

"the sea."

JJuttlieinterview with the I'ritish commander
served not to discourage, but to arouse, the
•iiergyaiid sjiirit of thi> Ainericiin Cajitain, who
retiiriie.l to the dangei-oiis o|iening, resolved to
enter it and brave its perils. Tlie annals o"'

eoii.m 'i-eecin showl lit f w instances of similai'

[) 'rseveranee and daring on the
i
art of a mer-

'hant Captain. It reqi;ired n;ore than common
i r solnti( n to be th" fuvt to 1 n 'ard life and proii-
erty in that unknown, solitary wilderness of
hreaki rs, reefs, and shoals, not for tho sake of
iiecuniaiy rewanl, but to d soever and make
luiown to till' eiv.li/.i (1 w( rid the exist 'nc(> of n
'iiiglity liv r, vihieh liiid. for ag( s, rolled in nn-

' disturl^ed solitude through an unknown pcrtion
:

'if the ,!;lobe.

Captain V.'ilkes, in his vnlunblo narrative,Vol-
!
une iv.. Page 'jl!5, says: " ^[ere descri]ition can
" give litll ' idea of the torrnrs of the bar of the
Columbia. All who have sicn it have spoken

" of th.' wildne.ss of tho scone, tho incessant
'• roar of the wat rs, rei'resenting it as one of
" the most fearful sichts that can possibly meet
" the (.ye o!" tie si'ilor."

From tlielog-lifHil'. of tho ship Culinnhin, it np-
oofirs that Ci:])t-..iii Gray st< od in for the shore,
on tho seventli of May. 1792. and boat about
imoug th" brcikers, it:\, till al out noon of
the eleventh: when avo wtne ov{ r the bai-, we
found this to be a river of fresh water, up which
we sto'red. j-'.xlracts from this log-book are
i.-blishcd in Hons(> Ri port. Xo. 213, IPth
Congre.s-:, 1st Sossii n, p. 7; also le port, No. 101,
2.">t!i Coiigr( ss. 3d Session, p. 47-H-0,and Senate
Decument T74.2i'tli Coegress.lst Session, p. 125,
from which, it appears tliat Captain Gray sailed
up this river about fourteen miles, nnd
remained in it nntil the morning of the
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IC.'i II I S ro l; I ( A I, >I A (i A V, I N E. [Sfptombor,

twfiitv-lir.st of IVfiiy. Ill' iKDiii'il it ('oi.imiiia,

II It IT the iiiillic of I lis n1 lip. 'I'lii' Nnrtli side c 'I tin

I'litriiiR'o, wiiicii Mi'iircNcallril CniM' l>i-;ii)|i(iiiit-

linlit, lie Uiivc tile liiiluc <il' Cape llancdck ; the

Siiiitli, Adams I'oiiit. Ju the i(i^;-lMuili, iuhIit

(late ()[ ••Tuesday, .^Fay 15," we nad :
•• At III

" ii. 111., uniiioiin <l and dnippi'd down witii tlio

" tide to 11 bi'ltiT iiMi'lioi'iiin piai'f. Siuitlis itiid

•' other tnideHliiell collstaiit ly elllliloyed. Ill tlii^

"iil'teniooii, C'liptiiiii (liay and >Ir. Unskiiis, in

" the jolly-bout went on sliure to take a short
" view of the foiiutry. " A\'e liiid upon tlie North
siih' of thiM'iver, (Iniy's IJay and (Iniy's Point

laid down ill oiir (iovei'iiim ul Surveys. In the

correspoiidLMU'e siilmiitti'd, we have the declara-

tions of the oHieer of the (''ihnnlihi who first

liilided, that he recollects hoistili;,' the Aliieri-

caii tla<; and planting;' some New i'hif;liind pine-

tree shilIiiiH>t iiiidiT a tree.

Your CJoiiimittee liiivc had before tlieiii the
,

original day-book in which entries were <laily

maile of the article.s of tratlic disposed of, ii'ider

tlie dati's of the transactions, and the points
toiu-hi'd at by the shi|). These entries are

found to corrol)orat(! the io;.,-1)ook and the liis-

tory of that discovery. The merit of this dis-

covery cannot lie disputed. The j^eonraphcrs
of the world have adoi>te(i the nanie which
(ri'iiy f,'ave to it. Vancouver, at last, (p. :iSS

;5'.I3) I'lilly lubnitti'l the discovery, and lubnits

that he is iiiilebted to Captain (li'ay fiU' cliait

of this Latitude.
Your Co'nmittei' have also had siilimitteil to

them an ... i;;inal map of the Northwest co;i.|.

by ilohii 1-foskins, SuperearK" of the shi]> ',/-

Iniiiliiii. bearing;- date IT'.H and IT'.I'J, iiikui which
the coast and rivc^rarc laid down, as will as the

island of Vancouver and the straits, with :i

strikiiif;' decree of accuracy, for t hat early (teriod.

and proviiiL^. ineontestibly, that this ri\(r,whicli

is found on no previous ma]) or chart, was then
explored and mapped. 'I'he Spanish (rovern-
ment, in bS(rj, printed at Madrid, by royal

order, ii work entitled Viaiji' dfl Sniil .)/<.,;.

ruiiii. )'iil7',t2. which says. (p. 157:) '• S,'/i/r,„/„,
•'4. 17U2—We found the shajie of the laiul. in
•' si^ht, toconlorm with that of a }ilat of survey
'

' miide by the act ive American navit;ator,(iray.
" of the river which hecalled Columbia. after the
'• name of the ship which he commanded." In-

grahtuii inserted a chart of the coast in his jour-

nal, (Vol. iv.,l'aKe 2()(i,) nnder dale October, J 7! tU,

iind says—" Every part of the coast S(Uith of
" Cape l-'lattery and rintardo-sound, are fnun
"Captain (bay's information." The (Johimbia-
rivcr is laid (hiwn. for several miles t'r<iin its

mouth. There is abundant evidence that these
jmrehases, desi-rued to establish permanent .set-

tlements ni)on the lands thus discovered, ex-
plored, ami ))urcli;ised, were taken possession

of, in the imme of the United Htutes. Mr. Bar-

rell, in his Ih'st proposition, (,'onceived the ideii

of 11 valuaide acquisition to the countrv, and, at

the same time, of a trading cstabliMimeiit of

ureat importance. As soon as he learned, from
Caiitaiu Keiidrick, that these piirehiises had
been llliide, he ojniied ii corres|ioiidence with ii

prominent liousi' in Jjondon, through whom he

endeavored to procure eminrniits from all the

iiatiiMis of Europe, rather than to draw iipiui

the more sparse population of this then infant

Uepnblic.
Captain Kendriek, in his letter to Hon.

Thomas Jell'erson, Set'retary of State, onclos-

iiiK' the deeds and seeking the protection of

( iovernmeiit for the security of the ri<,dits there-

by aciiuiri'd, makes allusion to some futur»(

settlement, and to tlu' beiulits resulting to the
rnioii, from possessions on the coast. But the
iiccideiitaldi'iitLof Cajitain Kendrick— (see Jar-

vis's IlisUifii i>f Smidirivli hliiiiils, p. 155)—by
till' iiremature discliiirKc of a national salute,

ami the entire loss of the vessel, with her cargo,

while under the coniniand of his Clerk, struck a

ileathblow to these hojies. The iirojectors of

this during enteriu'ise lieheld others availing

tlieiiiselves of the results of the e.xjiloration

uumIc by their cai)itul and at the risk of their

li\es. and, aided by the example they had been
the lirst to set, reaping rich returns; while they,

themselves, lost all they had invi'sted (save tlie.se

piirclmses of lands, then of unknown value.

ami were disajipointed in their long-indulged
prospects of success.

C,i|itain Itobert (rray died soon after, leaving
lis widow and four danghti'rs, who have snp-
|Hiited themselves by their own exertions. The
orij^iiiator of tlu^ enterprise and the jirincipal

owners are believed to have died, insolvent.

'I'he ilisastrons result of the Astoria settle-

imnt, npon tlie C!olunibia-river, a few years after,

so all'ected the commercial world that no in-

ducement could I'licourage the survivors of the
owners or the heirs of the deceased to niigrat*'

: thither; but they have never ceased to iniplon'

the (Iovernmeiit to extend its protection to their

\
claims. Among the lette.rs, submitted to your

!
(Committee, is one from Charles Bultinch, wlu)

;
was the last survivor of the oi'iginal owners,
addressed to his sons, on tlie nineteenth of
{'ebriiary, LSoO, in wliich lie says that he has
llatt •red himself that, if a settlement or colony
wasestalilished on Columbia-river, Government
would make a grunt of land in consideration
of their being the fh'st discovtu'crs, and having
oix'iied to the country a very lucrutive com
nierce,of which they liud not profited ; that, upon
consultation with <uie of tlii^ sons of Josepli Bar-
rell. they agreed to go. together, to Mr. Rush,
who hu(l just returned honi(>, and, not being in

!?^.*lL/ii*4
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the iidniiiiivtrntinii, (•luiiil nivr |\i ;ii im unlii-

ii-i'd ii|)iiiiiiii; tliiil All'. Iiiisli Wiis III' cijiiiiion

tliat any body of adxtiitiircis hi lony who
should siltic nu till' Niii'th lianl; ol' lliat I'ivrr

WoMJd III' dl'lvi'll nil. Ill' lir i 'lilii_,'r(l 1,) .suliliijt

to till' jill'isdicliiiii lit J'lii,ulaliil; fji.it, after

Iiuicll colisjdil'atiiill. Ill' siifff;'('stid tliat tlie lirst

(•liaiii';'(if iilitiiiiiiig any ad\aiitai,'i' fiuiii the
claim wiiiilil li", that ( 'luivfrcss nIioiiIiI I'lUiditioii

that, ill any Treaty of bnimdary, the I'i'^lit-i of

ori.'jilial jail'i'liusel's slimild be 1 englii/.ed ; and
that, fi'imi the general liberality of the lil'itisji

(biverniiient, lie iM'esiliileil tliry wiiiilil do so.

Till' elaiiiiaiits Inive, fi'inii time to time, j)eti-

tiolled (!iiligress fori! l'('('(i;.;iiiUiili of their ri;^hts,

and for some reward for their saeritiees in ,

making these diseovi ries. .^ bill was reported
in the House, diiri'i-/ the 'J'liirtiitli CongresH,
granting ten sections of land, in the territory of

Oregon, to the widiiw iif KdIi rt (iray.npnn her
se|)arate applicalioii; lait it never became a law.

CMr, ib'oadliead's l!.'|.nit. No. 'o-\ lillth Con-
gress, 1st Srssion.

)

The services uf ('a|itaill Unbelt ( iray, how-
ever meritiii'ioiis, e.uild never have biieii ren- [

dered to tin' country had it not been for the
ri'inarkiible sagacity, bold entei(irise, iiiid i

large invcNtments of .fiiscpli i>arrell and hi.s

associates.

The (JoverniOti'iit ni' the I'nited States always
claimed titl' to the coast, from the forty-second
degree to ut 40' North parallel, i nibracing the
vast and valuable terrirMi'v drained and watered
by the river and its branches. Jt held, in the
Department of State, the copies of the deeds
from the native Cliiefv. and the letter which
enclosed them, from Captain jiiendriek, who
desired t" secrurc the ])roi)erty in the lands to

his owners, through himself, and the jurisdic'-

tion thereof to the I'nited States. During the I

administi'ation of President JeH'erson, an e.xpc-
'

dition was fitted out. by the Executive, under
Jjcwis and Clark'. to exjilore the section of conn-

'

try which these claimants had ]iri'viously dis-
'

covered, and a portion of which they claimed
to have purchased and taken into f'U'mal

possession.

The annual ^lessages of our Presidents, Mon-
roe and Adams, recommended Congress to turn
their att;'ntion to "our coasts along many de-
" grees of Latitude iqion the shore of the I'acific

"ocean." IMr. Adams, in his ^[essage to the

Ninetetmth Congress, says : "The river of the
" West, first fully discovered and navigated by
" a countryman of our own, still beai's the name
" of the sliip in which lie :iscended its waters,
" and claims the protection of our flag at its

" mouth."
A private corn'spondence between the (tov-

ernment and the sui'viving owners, in IHK; and

1H17, was tiled with the .Memorial. ((}.)

I'lie ])epaitiiient of Slate has likewise had
pos.scssion of the Journals I if ('a[)ta in Ingraham,
who Was iipiiu the coast duiing the years tlie.se

events todU place, and who cuntinin their his-

tory. Scarcely hilM there been held a Hcssinii

of Congress, since that period, but in it some
{{ejiort has been made wliii'h referi'ei!, for our
title, to this discovery and claim. Messrs. (l;il-

latin and Uusli most tirmly maintained this, at

the Cniiit of St. James, in IMS, (Aiwriiini

Sliili' /'(ijii /:i, \'ol. iv.—]''oreign llilations, WA.
iv., p. "iHl; ) and again, in \S2') '•'. (see British

and Foreign State I'apeis, iip. 10;i. ."lOlt; Wlnnt-
<iii'k FJfini'iits uf liilrriKtHuiiid J, air, Part ii.,

Chai). 1.)

By the Treaty of lHl(i, the (bivernmentof the
United States, t'or the sake of peace and to

avoid a War iiiMilving an exiicnditnre of mil-

lions of money and the sacritice of the lives of

thousands of its citi/.eiis, ri'lini|uislu'd, to(ireat

Uritain, the jurisdiction and the soil of sdine

three hundred miles of territory claimed by the

former on the Pacific coast.

In concluding this Treaty it was, of course.

never supposed that the rights of any American
citizen claiming an interest in the territory

thus yielded to the Ib'itish Crown, were put in

jeopardy. While the Treaty, however, con-
tinued to Ib'itish subjects residing on that por-
tion of the territory which wa", confirmed to the

LTnited States, their ])osses>.()ry rights to their

lands, no such jirovision vas made in favor of

American citizens claimin <; rights North of the
divisional line established ly the Treaty. .-Vs to

the ])iirtion of country lying North of ihc forty-

ninth parallel of Latitude, and embracing also

the whole of Vancouver's-island, the jurisdic-

tion and title has passed to (treat Britain; and
whatever might be the views of this (Iovern-

ment, in regard to a recognition of tln^ claim-
ants' interest, either legal or equitable, to the
land therein covered by the Indian deeds, there
remains no power in this Govcrnnu'nt to con-
tirm the title. But, within the jiortion of coun-
try retained by and confirmed to the United
States, by the Treaty, there I'cmains about two
degrei'sof Latitude by four of Longitude covered
by those ])urchases, as claimed in the j\Iemorial , to

have been made of the native Chiefs, in ]7i)l, and
as ainiears to have been sustained by affidavits

ros])ecting the deeds Avhich are lost, admitted by
the ]'3nglish !iavigators and authors of that
ea.rly day. and reiieatedly referred to in the
public documents and Eejiorts toCfingress. The
nienini'ialists ask to have the title to this tract

of la ml confirmed to them.
The ]iurcliase of lands of the Indians, by in-

dividuals, was. at an earl.y day, prohibited by
the authorities nf the British natiiui, within the

I



I
' n

164 HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. [Spptember,

w

h

region claimed tobesuhjot-t to her jurisiliflioii.

In 1783,a Procliimiitiou was issued by tlic Aiucri-

can Congress, proliiVjitlng all sucli piacliascs nl'

Ian'', without the limits or juriMiictidii of any
particular State, ^nthout the expiess untliDi-ily

of Congress, and dechiriiiji' every such inuiu-

thorized purchase, void. This iiroliibitinu evi-

dently had relation to purchases iu the Imlian
country, lying within the Ixnnularies of the

United States, but beyond the limits of orf.rai!-

ized States. The region of tlie I'aeil'ie eoasi

could not, at that time, have been witliii' tlie

contemplation of Congress, in tin's i'roelaniin ion.

It was then, iu effect, a I'oreis'ii us well :is an

unexplored country. It is ti ne, that some ni tlie

original Grants of hnul, made by tireat jiritain,

on the Atlantic side of tlie ccnitiuent. were
specified to run, wcstwardly, to the ' 'great South
"sea; " yet these grantors had neitlnn' jni'isdie-

tiou nor knowledge of the imniensi' eonntr\

between the Mississippi and Paeilic coast: and.

at the time of its first exjiloration, Spain hail

jurisdiction andposst\ssion, admitted by idl y:\v-

tie-i, of the extensive valley of tli(> ^Mississippi.

sti'etching from the Gulf of Mexico to the Lati-

tude of the northern laices. This broad extent

of country, long held, in unintiMTUpted posses-

sion, by Spain, etieetuully divided tiie juris(li(>-

tionnl limits of the United States froiu lliil

unknown territory, beyond. It was not nnlii

after the discoveries of the coast, on the Paeilu

side of the contini>nt, and the ineijiieut i'<tali-

lishment of stations for the fur-trade and tlie

CPS.sion of tlie dividiiif^' region of Ijfinisiana to

the United States, that exjilorations w<ie
ordered, the right to tlie country elaiined, and
jurisdiction asserted and maintained,by our own
Governmeiit.

It may Avell be doulitcd, then, whether the

Proclamation of Congress, prohibiting ]>urchases
of the Indians, can be regarded, in any sense, as

applying to purchases made on th(> PaeiCic

coast, at the time of the visit of the ('ofinii/>i,/ and
the W(isliin<jl(m to that region. It would si-ein

more in accordance with the truth, to retri^rd

that country as new, and unexplored, and un-

appropriated by civilized man. App)"i>aeiied

only by the ocean, it should ho regarded, like

the islands of the Pacific, subject to discovery

and possession by the newcomers, whose I'ights,

a.s between different claimants and in riji^avd to

the uncivilized native inhabitants, should be
those which pertain to the recognized laws of

newly-discovered lands.

The principles relative to such new discover-

ies, it is believed, are well-settl<>d in the code
of civilized nations. The citizen of any coun-
try first t^aking possession, does so in the name
of his nation; and the jurisdiction of the conn-
try, with tlie exclusive right to the soil, subject

to the ])ossessory right of the natives, vests

in the (ioverninent of him who first asserts and
maintains possession. The rijiht to extinguish

the possessory title of the nativivs does not rest

in the individual discoverer, but in his Govern-
ment; and a purchase thus made by him, of the

natives, would, it is conceived, give ao title as

against his Governnient, unless made with the
jn-i'vious eonsent of the latter, or subseiinently

eoiifiriiie<l by the proj)er iintliorities of his na-

tion.

If this view of the sniiject be I'orrect. it fol-

lows, thiit the owners of the two vessels acquireii

no title in the land by their ]mreluise of tin

Indian Chiefs. It does not follow, howeve'r.

that they are thf less entitled to the considera-

tion of their Government, IVu' the benefit b(

stowed on the hitter by the negotiatitai and piu-
chase. On the eoiitrary, such services, iitteiuleil

with such benetic'ul results, at the instance aiii

cost of the individual i ilizeii, wcaild seem t^'

[iresent a strong claim, in his Ix^hidf, to the eon
sideratiou of his Oo\ eminent.
The mere discovery of a country inhabited onl;

by savages, is not, alone, sv.lKeiiuit to seenre ai

.•ip])i'opriatioii of it byllu> mitiiui in whose nann
the discovery is niadi'. If no actual possession i

taken, or a men' nominal possession, lollowed b;

;in immediate aliandonmeiit. i.s all that can b.

claimed, other nations may take possession, by
settlement and actual continued occiii>aiicy: and.

by eiiloni/.atioii, they may become the right-

ful owners. In deciding on the strength oi

the cliiini of a civiliz(>d uatiiui, in such a case,

every cireuinstance which relates to the discov-

ery, the possession, the settlement, and the
(•ontinued claim of right, is regarded as im
|.ortant. .Vnd the relations established with
the native Chiefs and inhabitants of the coun-
try, es()ecially Mhere the consent oi' the latter

to the establishment of colonies, the proffer oi'

amicable and exclusive rights of tratlle. and
the Gnint of lands, ibr purpose of settlement,

cannot be disregarded. It is diflicnlt to con

-

cei\e of n stronger circumstance, in establishing

our national right to the country, than that

which is exhibited by the facts connected with
this purchase and the oft-rejieated admonition
of tlie natives, to the adventurers of other na-

tions, declaring the rights of the American
navigators, by solemn compact and Grant, to the
territory and the kind relations established be-

tween them and the Chiefs.

t
The value of Mie discoveries, made by tla^se

vessels, to the American people must not be
overlooked nor lightly esteemed.
The intri>pid and noble mariners who first

left our ports and doubled the Cap(s in corapli-

aT)c.'> with their instructions from the merchant-
owners, not to stop at any port of the western
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const, known to the Eiiropt-un world, unices
driven there, by some unavoidable aceiihut,
ii^erit the highe.st tribiiti? of respui't which I'au

hn iJiiid to their memories. Whilst other na-
tions were fitting out tlu'ir royal ships, i-om-

niiinded by ollieers of hijih naval rank, eom-
mi.ssi(jned by Lords of Aihuiralty.and siistaiiii'd,

at homo, by the royal treasury, we lii'hold tiie.sc

humble men. inspireil by the ambitinu \\liich

burned iu tin.' Amerieau breast, in tin' infancy
of our Uepublic, sailingfortli. in ships uaiiu'din
lu.inor of the discoverer of our Continent and of

the father of our liliertii .-. ami bcajiiig. for

their sea-letter, George Wasiiiiij^ton's renuest to

the Kmjierors and potentates oi tlie world, that
th 'v would receive them with kindncs.-; and in a

liccoming manner, and thereliy he \\' ,ld con-
sider himself under much obligatiuu.

Ca])tains ,lohn Kendrick ami I'ubert (nay
each found an early gravt: and tluir children

and widow now a))pcal to our sym|)atliies. fur

some testimonial of their servicer. The ledger
of the owners shows the items of the original
invoice, lO the amount of upwards of .t:7,l)(K).

Let, to this, be added the cost of the vessels and
outfit, with interest—which also ])rovedt:>be a

total loss to the owners—tlu' iiggregate would
be the pecuniai'v :imouiit e.Kpendrd by Ihe
claimants.

I'he Committee do not lOlget that, ill the
diicussions wliicli have heretofore been Jiad, on
tiie subject of tile American tith' to ihe Ort'gon
c'luntry, the right has n.it been rested, e.vclu-

: iv"ly, on di.seovery and ])ossession by Ameri-
cans. The early Spanish navigators- -the fii'.st

to sjiil ahjiig thi> eoa? r and to plant the cross

and the stanihird of thi ir country, on its shores,

111 the name of their Sovereign— were als(> hi-

volvcd. us witnesses of the right of Sjiain to the '"l

t.'vritory, which ri.:chts were, 'oy the Treaty, of

1HI!I, transferred to this nation. But. iu all

tlcse discussions, reliance h;;s not been placed
exclusively on this ground. The liistnrical in-

cidents, to which i-(ference is made in the Ke-
port. have also, uniformly, although not lo their

full extent, been adduced, in proof of the title of

our nation to the country on the western por-

tion of this Continent, i'lu^ discoviM'v of Cap-
tain CTiay. followed, as it was, in a reasonable
time, with the exjilorations of Lewis and Clark,

in 1.Sfl3. upon the reeomnieiidation of President
.Tefl'crsfui, and by the settlements, on the bunks
of the river, in IML called Fort Ge(n'ge. ov

Astoria, which, haviug been talien by the
Hurnoii, during the War with Great Bi'ituin.

was. subsciiuently. on the sixth day of October,
ISlS. restored, iu conformity with the first

Article of the Treaty of Ghent, as a territory,

place, and posscssiiui taken from us. is, at least,

us strong a title to the Oregon country us that

by wiiich distant territories are usually held by
civilized nations. If, to these, the character and
ol)jects of the American navigators are added ;

the aniicutjle relations between them and the
acknowledged Chiefs of the country; the Grants,
to them, of lands of large extent; and their oc-

eui)ation of it, it may well be doubted whether
even .Spain herself could exhibit a better
claim, founded on her intercourse with the
region, than that which is made out, under the
jirinciples of international law, by the acts of

thesi' enterprising American explorers. From
a careful review of the history of these discov-

erii's and po.sses.sions, scattered, us it is, in de-
tached portions, through volumes relating only,

incidently, to the subject, iu the journals of
the navigators of other countries, and iu man-
uscripts to which the reading public have no
access, we can scarcely refrain from the excla-

mation that the value (jf the services of these
men has never yet been duly appreciated by
tlieir country. They have done enough to se-

I'ure to the nation the extensive and rich region
wasiied by the Oregon, and looking out on the
Pacific, now just beginning to be whitened by
the sails of all commercial nations on the globe.

i''ame has scarcely deigned to notice their

noble enterprise ; and pecuniary ecunpensution
has i'( wardi'd neither them nor tlieir children.

I'lie toil, the hazard, the lo.ss, was theirs: the
iriiit of all was not for the toilers—it was thrown
into tile lap of their country. The appeal of

tlieir surviving representatives is made to that
country for a recognition—small, though it may
be—for a recognition of their services and their

merits.

The Committee could not, of course, in any
oi'dinary case, reeinnmend a comiiensation " to

)e givi'U ior st'rvice.s in connection with the
"'early explorations or settlement of the newer
"jiortiiuiof our wide-extended domain." The
services in the case under consideration are,

however, of so peculiar a character that they
believe the Government owes it to the merits of
these men and their services, to depart from
the geneial rule and to make them some com-
pensation, in laud, in the region where their
services were performed and where the pur-
chases were madt^ of the native Chiefs. They,
therefore, hei'owith, report a Bill giving to the
widow of Cajitain Gray, and to the children of

Captain Kendri<'k, and to each of the owners of
the two exploring vessels, five sections of land.

This small Grant, although insignificant in
]iecuniary value, may yet aft'ord a solace, in the
declining years of some of the petitioners,

while it Avill ]u'ove, to them all, that time has
not obliterated from the memory of their coun-
try the worth and the services of their departed
relatives.
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APPENDIX.
A.

ORDERS illVKS CAI'TAIX JOIIX KEXDRIVK, OF TUK
Sill I' COLCilBlA, FOR A VOVAOE TO THE PACIFIC

OCEAN.

Sir: The ship CV;/«?«i/aainJ slooi) Washbiy-
t »i being completely eqiii2)ped for a voj ago to

the Paeifie-oct an and CJiina, we place such con-
liileuce in yon as to give yon the entire C(jin-

mand of this enterprise. It would be impossible,
upon a voy:ige of this nature, to give, with
propriety, very binding instructions; and, such is

our reliance on your honor, integrity,and good
conduct, that it would be needless, at any time.
You will be on the spot, and, as circumstiinces
turnup, you must improve them; but we cannot
forbear to impress on your mind our wish and
expectation that the most inviolable harmony
and friendsliip may be cultivated between you
and the natives, and that no advantage may be
taken of them, in trading, but thatyou endeavor,
by honest conduct, to impress uijon their minds
a friendship for Americans.

If you make any fort or improvement of land,
upon tlie coast, be sure you purchase the soil of

the natives; and it would not bo amiss if you
purchased .some advantageous tract of hind, in
the name of the owners, if you should let the
instrument of conveyance bear every authentic
mark the eireumstances will admit of. * * *

You will constantly bear in mind that no trade
is to bo allowi'd, on the coast, on any in-etence
whatever, but for the benefit of the owners.
* * * You are .strictly enjoined not to touch
at any part of the Spanish dominions on the west-
ern continent of America, unless driven there
by some unavoidabh' accident, in which case
you will stay no longer than is absolutely neces-
sary; and, while thin-e, be careful to give no
ort'ence to any of tlie subjects of his Catholic
Majesty; and, if you meet with any subjects of
;iuy European prince, you are to treat them
witli friendship and civility.

The certificate you have from tlie French nnd
Dutch (Consuls you will make use of, if you meet
with any .ships of those nations; and you will

pay them every respect that is due to tliem.

The si;a-letters from Congn'ss and this State
you will also show, on every propcu' occasion

;

and, although we expect you will treat all na-
tions with respect and civility, yet we depend
you will sutVer insult and injury from none,
without sliowir.g that s})irit whicli will (>ver

become a free ak» indei'EXdent American.

B.
[PAPERS FROM THE STATE IlKPARrMEXT.]

uxrri'.ij scAi'Ks or ajikrica.

l)ErAKT:MENT OF STATE.
To all t(j whom thes(< presents shiill come,

greeting:

[SE.VL.
I

Done

Icerti y, that the papers hereunto attached are

true coj)i(s of jjaptrs on tik' in this dt^partment.

In testimony whereof, I, James Buchanan,
Secretary of State of the United
States, have hereunto subscribed

my name, and caused the seal of

the I)ei)artment to be affixed.

it tlu! city of ^Vashington, this Dth day
of February, A. J).. IK-li), and of the indepen-
dence of the I'nited States of Au)ericu, the

seventy-third.
.TA^rLS Buchanan.

[I.

—

Letter FROM Cai'tain Kexdrick to the
Secretary OF Stati;. in nEn.u,FOF the Span-
LSH Governor of Jian Fernakdez.J

On Board the Shif Lady Washington,
H.\ER()R OF Maw-win-na, St. Claiis's Island,

North-west coast oe America.

Sir : I have the honor to address you on a

subject wliich I conceive the honor of the Gov-
ernment of the United States to be interested

in, and the following reJ.ition of which I re-

quest you to lay before! the President, hoping
that, in his humanity, the oppre.'-sed will find ii

protector, and, by the representations he, in

his wisdom, may direct to be made to the Court
of Madrid, the unf(U'tunat(> may be relieved.

In the year 17X7, an expi'diti(m under my
command was fitted out from Bostt)n, for pro-

secuting tlie fur-triule, on the North-west coast

of America; and, after doul)ling Cape Horn, in

a very tempestuous season, my shiji, the Co-

Inmhiit, was considerably disabled, and I was in

gri^at want of 1 loth water and wood. ]\[y tender,

the ]Viis//iii>/l()i,, sloop, had parted company with
me, otrtlieCape, and I had no other alternative

than repairing to some of the Spanish settle-

ments in the Scuifh Pacitic-ocean, for the pur-

pose of relitting my vessel and procuring some
necessary supplies. 1 therefore bore away for

the ishin'd of Juan Fernandez; and arrived in

Cumberland-bay the twenty-fourth of May, 1788.

We were immediately visited by a Spanish boat,

witli two otlicers in it ; and, on their return, my
first ollieer, Mr. Iii^raluins was sent on shore,

to reipiest ])ermissi(,ii to anchor and continue

tlun-e. a lew dii\ ;, which the Governor, Don
Bias Gonzalez. ]\lajor in the Cavalry of his Ca-

tholic ]\f;ije,-.iy. very hunumely granted, making
sueb. stipulations, with respect to the term of

our continuance at the island iiiid the conduct
to be observed, during that period, as evinced

him to be a Citntious. vigilant, and prudent offi-

cer. Our comniuuication wiis through the

medium of the Fn-nch language, imperfectly

understood by both parties, until the twenty-

eighth, following, when a Spanish ship arrived

ofl' the bay to receive the Governor's despatches
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's despatchoa

for Chili, on lioard of whieli was a I'l. ncliniaii.

who was sent on shore, for the purpose of more
fully examiniuff our passports, etc. A coiiy of

my sea-lettei', from the Couf^ress of the ( iiitcil

States, and the oHicial letter of the Siiiir

I'Etcmibe, ('onsul of rranee for tlic Stiitcs of

Massachusetts, etc.. were j^ivcu the ( iovt rnor;

and, on the day of my intended dc[)arrure. J re-

ceived from him the letti r. of whicli the en-

closed is a <'o))y, three days after tlie dale of

which, beiufjf detained till' intermediate time l)y

a gale of wind, I jiroeeeded on my voyii'.vc to this

coast.

In conse((uenee of the aluisr of ))o\vi v ))y iiis

C'atiiolii- i\Iajesty's s(>rvnnts. in his Anicricin
Governments, <n* by an nntni(> and in:ili<-ious

statement of the facts, by soiii(> seei'ct ( le. luies.

Don Bias (rouzalez has been (h'))riv('d of his

enii)loyments and treateil witli coiisidoiiibli'

rigor and injustice; and tlic only eriiiie iiu-

])uted to liim is his humane eoiiduet towards
me and my crew, in 17S8 n conduct whieli did

honor to him as a man. and wa.'^, I ccniceive,

perfectly consistent with the amity and good
iindorstandins subsisting betwr'en the Court of

Madrid and the TInited States. Ihit tlie atl'air

will bo best explained in his own words, in a

letter to my son, who touched at Valparaiso, in

Chili, in th(^ ship Jfffcnton. ('aptnin IJoberts. of

Boston, in June, J 71)2. and wlio conimnniciited

the fiivst intelligence of it to inc.

[EXTKACT.]

'
' No se sabra N. Md. como desde (pie S(^ supo

•' en esta que yo havid dado liospitaledad a dho
" su padre, ae medesposif delgobieriio por esta
" Gapitania General por undeqnivocadaintelli-
" gencia que ge fornn) sobre a quel sueceso

;

" y que aunque el rey, mi senor, a])prov<) la

•' la conducta qu(> observe entonces, con toda
'• liaata, ahora estoi padecieudo las resultas, por
" hi .siinm distancia en que por mi desgracia,
• me tiene conatituido la suente de e.ste remoto
" destino ; no obstante de las diligenzasem-
• jjeiiosas 9o he practieada pd. vindiea, me
" arreglada conducta

; y de haver escrits li,

" Monsieur VEtombe, consul de Francia en
" Boston, y ^ dho su padre, jiaraque me favore-
" cieasen en lo quo buen.imente pudiesstMi ;

" ciiyaa reaultaa ignore, por no saben ai reci-
" bieron mis cartaa.
" Si N. Md. Gusta de Eacibirles asociado de

" su capstan, sobre este ])articiilar; y reeom-
" endarme pd. quo meprotexan, so lo eatimaria
" mucho : cncuyo caso pnedo N. Md. Eiitre-
" garlas Cartas al Cavallero DonManu(>l Porra-
" sia, necino de esse puerto, y piu'tade de este,

"que es amigo di> todo mi confiunza." (San-

tiago, de ChiU, 20 de Jiiuio. d.' 171*2.)

lu couBequence of the request made by Tlon

jihis Gonzalez, Captain Boberts and my son

wrote the owners of the Cohim/iiu and Jeffei'mn,

requesting them to niak(> such a I'epresentation

to tlie l'nit(.'il States as they pointed out. As
tluy appear to have mistaken the contents of

the letter from Don Bias. I havi^ done myself
the honor of otl'ering you tlie foregoing state-

ment of facts; and. as he doubtless rendered
me those services, for which, in the sea-letter,

tlie United States declare they shall "stand
'* willing indi^bted," I hojie the atl'air will have
])ro))er attention ])aid to it. I have now onlj'

to request, very earnestly, that any mode of

proceeding which may be adojited for tlm re-

lief of ])(in nias Gon/.alez, may be (>xecnted

with all convenient expedition. ( need not use
any iiersuasive arguments to interest thi'otheers

of the Govi'mnieiit of the I'liited States in be-

half of the unfortunate gentleman who has been
the subject of this letter; as the principles of

our excel liMitC'oiistitiition. as wi^ll as their native

humanity, mu.st remhn' them enemies of op-
pr(>ssioii.

I have the honor to be, Avith the utmost de-

ference and esteem, Honorable Sir, your most
o'oedient and most humble servant,

John Kendrick.

Hon. TiioMA.s JEiTi:nsf)N,

Secretary for the Department of State.

[IL-Lettei! or THE GovEuxon of Juan

Fernandez.]

Don Bias Cronzalez. Sargento IMayo de Caval-
leria de los exercitoa de su magestad, y govern

-

ado politico y militar de esta plaza e islas de
Juan Fernandez: Cin'titico, que haviendo
arribailo a este puerto el Cajiitan Juan Ken-
drick. d(> la nacion Bostoneza, en la fragata de
su mando nomljrada la Colinnhin, con tres ofici-

alea snbalternos, y trienta seiz hombres de
tripnlacion de la propria nacion, comicionado
por su re2)ul)lica a viajar por todo (d mundo, el

veinte y quatro de mayo proximo pasado, a
pcnlirme In liospitalidad, exponiendomc para
ello los por el Aermino de seis dias, de cuya
determinaeion di parte al Excellentissimo Seiior

Vir, rey <\o Pern, y a la capit.mia general del

reyno de Chili; havieiidose detenido quatro dias

mas de los coneedidos, por la razon de los

muchos Aquaeeros, que mediaron; sin dnr la

nienor nota, nssi los enuncinlos oticiales, como
la demas fripnlaeion, ni ilaltar a lomaaminimo
de quaiito estipularon con niigo, antes de per-
niitulesla entrada en este jiinn'to; j' jiara que
conste doi la pivscmte a pedinnnito do dieho
(!a])itan J. Kendrick. en esta isla de Juan Fer-
nandez, a tres dias del mes de Jniiio, de mil,

sotecieut(Js, ochenta y ocho anos.

BIjAS (tONZALEZ.
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Letter from Captaix Kkndkick to tjik

Secretary of Static, l:^; closing Dkf.us of

Lands purchaseu from thk Natives.]

Port Independence, on the Island of
hono kono,

Miu-cli 1, 1793.

Sir: I have the honor of ouelosiiig to you
the copies of several deeds, by which the tracts

of land, tliereiu described, situated on islands

oa the Northwest coast of America, liave been

uonvoyed'to me and my heirs, forever, by tlie

I'eaideiit Chiefs of those districts, who, I pre-

sume, were the only just proprit'tors tliereof.

I know not what measures iire necessary to be

taken, to secure the property of these purchases

to me and the Governnuat thereof to the

United States; but it cannot be amiss to trans-

mit them to you, to remain in the olliees of the

Department of State. My claim to those terri-

tories has been allowed by the Spanisii Crown;
for the purchases I m ide, at Nootlca, were

expressly excei)ted in a deed of conveyance of

the lauds adjacejit to and surrounding Xootlca-

sound, executed, in September last, to El Seiu)r

Don Juan Francisco de la Bodega y (Juadsa, in

behalf of his Catholic Majesty, by Maquinnali
and the other Cliiefs of liis tribe, to whom those

lauds belonged.
When I m.ide these purchases, I did it under

an impression that it would receive the sanction

of the United States, and that, should an Act of

the Legislature bo iu>cessary to secure them to

nie, I should find no dillieulty in obtaining it.

Tiie future commercial advantages which may
arise from the f.ir-trade, bi'sides many otlier

branches which are daily opening to tiu^ view
of those who visit the Northwest Ami>rican

oast, may, perhaps, render a setthunent, there,

worthy the attention of some associated com-
pany, under the protection of Govcu-iiment.

.Shoiild this be the case, the possessi(jn of lands,

previously and so fairly acquired, woidd much
assist in carrying thi^ plan intt) elVeet. ]\Iany

good purposes may be effected l)y the Union
having posse.ssions on that coast, which I siiall

not presume, Sir, to point out to you; and the
benefits which have accrued to individuals, by
similar purchases to those I have m ide, in our
own States, are too well known to need a
remark.
I have the honor to be, with tlie utmost

respect and esteem, Sir, your very humble
servant,

John Kendrick.
The Hon. Thojfas Jeffekson.

Secretarj' for the Department of State.

[Endorsed;] Kendrick, John—Hong Kong,
March 1, 1793—received October 21, covering
several Indian deeds.

[Indian Dei »s, enclosed in the above Letter.
]

To idl p. .'SOUS to whom these presents shall

come, I, Maccpiinnah, the Chief, and with my
other Chiefs, do send greeting: Know ye that

I, Macquinnah, of Nootka-.sound, on the North-

west co.ist of America, for and in consideration

of ten musket >, do grant and sell unto John
Kendrick, oi Boston, Commonwealth of Massa-

chusetts, in North America, a certain harbor, in

said Nootka-suuiul, called Chastacktoos, in

which the biigantine JMdi/ Wttsliiiujtou lay at

anchor, on tne twentidh day of July, 1791,

with all the land, rivers, i leek.s, harbors, is-

lands, etc., within nine miles North, East, West
and South of said harbor, with ail the produce

of both sea and land appertaining thereto—only

the said John Kendrick does grant and allow

the said Matpiinnah to live and lish (jn the said

territory, as usual—and by those presents, does

grunt and sell to the said John Kendrick, his

heirs, executors and administrators, all the

above mentiom d territory, known by the In-

dian name Chast.icktoos, but now by the name
of the Safe lletreat-harbor; and also does grant

and S(>11 to the said John Kondrick,his heirs.exec-

utors and administrators, a free passage through
all the rivt'i's and passages, with all the outlets

which load to and from tin; said Nootka-souiul,

of which, by the gning these presents, I have
delivered unto the said John Kendrick. Sign-

ed with my own hand and the other Chiefs', and
ii(>aring even date, to have and to hold the said

premises, etc., to liim, tiu^ .said John Ivtrndrick,

liis heirs, executors, and administrate as, from
hencoioith and forever, as his jDroporty, abso-

lutely, without any other consideration whatever.

In witness where(jf I have hereunto set my
l\and and the hands of my other Chiefs, this

twentieth day of July one thousand seven
Imndrt'd and ninety-o:u\

JMacquinnah, his x mark. [l.s.

Warceasiian, his x mark. l.s.

HA>Nory, his X mark. l.s.

Clot-iiananish, his x mark. [l.s.

TARTooi HTHEE.\TTicus,his X mark [l. s.

Clackoeener, his X mark. [I'-s.,

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence ot'-

JoHN Stoddard.
i

John IIkdman.
Tho.mas Foster.

I William Bowles.
i

John Mai:d, Jr.

i Florence McC^vrthy.
! John 1'orter.
i James Crawford.
! RoREltT GliEEN.
! John Barrer.
A true copy from the original deed.

Attest: J. Howelij.

I



[September, 1870.] lilSTORICAL MAGAZINE. 169

THE ABOVE LeTTEK.]
liese pi'L'seuts shull

(Jluef, and witli my
;ing: Kuow ye that
ioiuul, on the Xoi'th-
ind in oonsideriition

lid sell unto John
nonweulth of Massa-
a oertain hniboi, in

I Cliastacktoos, in
\y<ishin(j(oH lay at

day of July, 1791,
( leoks, hai-bors, is-

•s jS'ortli, East, West
vitli ail the produce
lining thereto—ouly
L's grant and allow
and fish on tlie said
these ijresc'uts, does
Fuhn Kendriek, his
nistrators, all the
liuown by the In-
it now b}- the name
and also does grant
drick.his heirs, exec-
ree passage through
with all the outlets
said Nootka-sound,
ese presents, I have
II Kendriek. Sign-
10 other Chiefs', and
nd to hold the said
id John Kendriek,
niiuistiatias, from
is propi'ity, abso-

dderation whatever.
hereunto set my
otlier Chiefs, this

thousand seven

irk.



170 HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. [September. 1870

.John Studdahu,
Thomas FosTi;i!.

John Bauiiku,
Jamrs Ukavforu,
CHAUIiUS jiVKN,

Florenok jMcCahthy.
William Bowles,
John Maud, Jii.

,

Rohkiit (tuekx.

A true copy trom tlu; origiuiil di-cil.

Attest

:

J. HowKLL.

. To all people to whom those presents sliiill

come: I, Tarassom, the Chief, with my other
Chiefs, do send gr"eting : Know ye that I,

Tnrassom, of Now Chatleck, on the Northwest
cortst of America, for and in consideration of

two muskets, a boat's sail, and a (juantity of

powder, by the free consent of my otlier (llii(!fs

concerned, do harg.iiu, gi'ant, and sell unto.loliii

Keudiink, of Boston, Commonwealth of [Mussa-

chnsetts, in North America, a certain harbor, in

said Now Chatleck, called by the natives Hoo,-
Hee-os3, but now ciUed Port Montgomery, in

which the brig Lndif Wa/tliiiuj/on lay at anchor
on the second d.ay of August, 17i)l, and is situ-

ated in Latitude 4!)" HV North, Longitude 127"'

02
' West, on the South side of the sound of

A basset, .and now called Massachusetts-sound,;
being a territorial distance of eighteen miles

;

srjiiare of which the harbor ,of Hoot-see-ess. !

alias Port Montgomery, is the centre, with all

the lands, mines, minerals, rivers, bays, sounds,
harliors creeks and i.slands, with all the pro-
duce of both sea and land, appertaining thereto;

and by these presents do grant and .sell to tlie

Kaid.TohnKendrick, his heirs, executors, admin-

;

istrators or assigns, all the above-mentioned ter-

1

ritory known by the names of Ne v Chatleck and ,'

Hoot S!>e-e.ss,now by the names of Massachusetts- i

siund and Port Montgomery, and also do grant
and sell to the said John Kendrick, his heirs, ex-
ecutors, administrators, or assigns, a free pass
through all the rivers and passages, with all the
o!itlets which lead to and from said territory, of

which the signing of these presents, I have deliv-

1

ered unto the said John Kendrick, signed with my
i

own name and the names of my otlier Chiefs, i

to have and to hold the said territoi'ios, provinc-
es, etc., to' him the said John Kendrick, his
eirs, ex ecutors, admiuistr.itors or assigns,from
lienceforth and forever, as his property, abso-
lutely, without any other emoluments or
considerations, whatevcu-.

In witness Avhereof, I have hereunto set my
hand and the hands of my other Chiefs this
fifth day of August, one thousand seven hun-
dred and ninety-one

Tauashom, his mark. [l. s.]

Wackhmmis, his mark. [l. s.]

Signed by Tauahsom, for his tirst .son. [li. s.J

QuANTEXo. his X mark. [l. h.]

('lakishvi'I'a, his x mark. [l. s.]

Signed by Tahassom, for Jiis second son. [l. s.
]

Signed sealed and delivered in ])resence of-

JoHN Williams.
John Redmax,
William Bowell.
.7x0. Stoddahu,
Thojlvs Fo.steh,

ROUEUT CrKEEX,
.Ia^IEH CUAWI'OUD,
FloIJEXCE McCAliTHY.
.foHx Matd, Jh.,

Williams 1$owles.

Cm miles Bvun.

(ipy of tlie original deed :

Attest : John Howkll.

A tre.i

To all )>eopl(> to whom thesi' presents sliall

come : I, Caarshucornook, the C'liief, and thf

under-(!lii(>fs. do send greeting: Know ye, that

I, ('aarshueornook, of the Tashees, at the head
of Nootka-sound, on the North-west coast of

America, for and in consideration of two mus-
kets and a ([uantity of powder, by the free con-

sent of the otlier Ciiiefs. do bargain, grant and
sell unto John Kendrick, of Boston, Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, in North America, the

head of Nootka-sound, called by the natives

Tashees, being a territorial distance, on an East

and West line, from the mouth of the straits

which lead to Ahasset-sonnd, now called Mas-
sachusetts-sound, with the land nine miles

round said Tashees, together with all mines,

minerals, rivers, bays, sounds, ci-eeks, harbors,

and all islands, with the produce of both sea

and land, appertaining thereto ; and by these

presents do grant and sell unto the said John
Kendrick, his heirs, execuLors, administrators,

and assigns, all the above-mentioned ti^ritory

Icnown by the Indian name Tashees ; and also

( ) grant and sell to the said John Kendrick,
his heirs, executors, administrators, or a.ssigns,

a free passage through all the passages and I'iv-

ers, -with all the outlets which lead to and frfuu

said Tashees, of which the signing these pre-

sents, I have delivered unto the snid John
Kendrick. Signed with my own hand and the

hands of my other Chiefs, to have and to hold

the said territorial distance, etc., to him, the

.said John Kendrick, his heirs, executors, ad-

ministrators or assigns, from henceforth and
forever, as his property, absolutely, withoutany
other emolument or consideration whatever.

In witness hereof I have hereunto set my
hand and the hands of my other Chiefs, this

SiL
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m henceforth and
Intely, withoutany
utiou whatever,

hereunto set my
other Chiefs, this

•ixth day of August, oms thousand seven hun-
dred iind ninety-one.

Caahshucoiinook, his x mark. [l. h.

H.\N.voi'Y, his X nmrk. ^ [l. s-

Signed, scidcd and delivered iii presence of-
JoiiN ^VIr,^,r\^lS,

John llKDiiAX,

William IJowell.
Jno. SxODDAni*,
TnO.'ilAS FOSTEK,
Jamiis CuAWT'onu,
John Maijd, Jij.,

IlOHEHT (ini'.EN,

William Bowles.
John IJAnnEn.

A true copy rrom the original deed.
Attest: J. Howell.

C.

In my second voyage, which was in tin; years
17'Jij and 17!)(), I w:is ut Macao; uud it was the
current report, ut that time, that an Englisli-

mau, by the name of Howell, after the accident-
al death of Captain John Kendrick, at th«
Sandwich Islands, took possession of the Ludi/
ir(/.''A/^/j//(>«, her papers, and cargo, and i)ru-

ceeded with them to Macao. The vessel wiiu

iilterwards cast away, in the Straits of Malacca,
whilst under the command of said Howell.
It is not known what disposition was made of
the cargo.

I reooUect Captain Kendrick's speaking to
mo of a certain deed of a tract of land, boino-

ill a square, taken of the Indians, by Kendrick
for the owners of the vessels, Coliimhin and
Wit^liinijloii ; and I recollect his telling me what
a lino tract it was; that a pile of stones was

' [A FFWA riTS OF F.i ItL Y SA VlilA TO/IS. RI:

CAI'TAIS KK.MJJilCKS J'VliCllAKKS
FtlOil TIIK .\ATiyKS.

; raised up and trees marked, near the head of
KLATIYETO navigati(Ui of a river; and that one side of saidOF

^'*'^'^'''' I
sijuare extended eight d.iys' journey from that

_ ^ T^ , . 1 i

Pf'int, down the river; and that tlie square wa.s
;

I.—Capt.ux Douh .s Affiuwit.] . hounded eight days' .journey, on each side, one
I, Ebonczer Dorr, of Boxbury, in the Com-

; side of whieli was a river. I c.inuot positively
nionwoalth of Ma.ssachusetts, aged seventy-six say, but believe I have seen this deed. It
years, on oath, depose and say, that, on the

; was gr-nerally understood, when I was at
seventeenth of SeptemVier, in the year 1700, ; Macao, the second voyage, that tliis and tha
I left Boston as Supercargo in the brig Ihpi',

\
other deeds were in the po.s.scssion of Howell.

conimanded by Captain Joseph Ingraham,
John Cruft being the chief ofFicer, and entiM-ed

('lyo(iuot-harbor, on the Northwest coast, on
the twenty-third of July, 1791, as appe.nrs by
my private journal. In the beginning of Sep-
t^'inber, in the year 171*1. we left the coast for

EiiKNKZF.n Donn.

Commonwealth of Massaciit-.sett.s, )

Norfolk County, )" ''''
•'

RoxBrnv, November 10, 1830.

Then personally ap])eared ]<:bi>ne/(-r Dorr
tUnna, and arrived at :\raeao, early in the year

;
rtbove-nuutioned, and made oatli to tlie tri'tli

]7!)2. The brif? /../»/'/ Il'/.s7///if//w), commanded of the i'oi'egoing statement by him si-'ned
by Captain Jolui Kendrick, was lying in Lark's- neeording to the best of his kiK.uK doo" and1,

bay, near ]Macao.

I had a pm-sonal and intimate acquaintance
with Captain Keniirii-k; and, while in Lark's-

bay, was frequently on board his vessel. In
sonif of my visits, I recilh^et to have seen, in-

spected, r.nd read. S'Vv-ral deeds executed by
Indians on tlie No'ihwest coast, to Captain

i
wi

I

belief, before me,
! John J. Ci.AiiicE.

j

Justice of the Peace.

I [II.—Captain Cruft's Affidavit.]

I, John Cruft, of Boston, in the Common-

'

, - X ..-alth of Ma.s.sachusetts, aged .seventy-one
John Kendrick. I beheve tliat tlie niunes of yearsonoath, depose and say that, inSepteraber
Maquinna and Wi<'kaninish were affixed to

,
of the year seventeen hundred and ninetv I

some of the deeds; and there were other names,
i sailed as chief-officer in the brig llnpr, coiii-

and there w(>re cros.ses.
!
maiuhd by Captain Jo.sei)h Ingraham, on a

I recollect that muskets and clotliing, .and I trading-voyage to the Nortliwest coast, where
that cop])er, and knives, and chisels, and many

I she arrived, in the latter jiart of June, A D
other articles, were named in the deeds as ' 1791; we k'ft the Northwest coast, in October or
having been paid as the con.sideration for said

,
November following, for the Sandwich Islands

deeds. I h(\u'd Kendrick remark that he had
j

Tiience, we sailed for Macao, wliere we ar'riv('d
<ni board one thousand prime otter-.skins; he i sometime in Januaiy, 171)2, to the best of my
told me that he had other furs, of difl'erent

j
knowledge, and found Cajjtain John Kendrick

(inalities, and also that lie had some beaver,
j

in the brig l.ailii irrt,s7/(/(y/,^;(, lying in Lark's-
I had considerablt! conversation with him. from bay, about five leagues from Macao. After be-
time to time, relative to the dispositic n of this ing about a month and a half in thebaj- I went
property, for the benelit of the owners; but I

;
aboard Ki'udrick's vessel, the Lmlii Washinrjton

dechned having anything to do with it.
j
as chief oflioer, where I continued ubout seven



r
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c Cliiol's who had givoi

Jno. Young.
of—
jstoii, U. S.

ioncd ill Stewmt's I'isi
r.

\lam, the Princess, witL
n compauidii. ilangliU'i

iwaii, the old.-st i'oivi«i,

etc."

dell's AFI'1da V IT.
J

X, October ;.5(). IS:\H.

V city .)i' Bi)stoii, in tli

safliu;sftts, iiL;cd sixty-

th . testify and declare,
jord one thoiisund scvti.

lie and one tlionsaii i

ty-two, I Was (Jii lioaiil

aiii Robert (iiay, in :

t coast. '\Miiii' at Cly-
tlie village \Vickaniii-

l that the Indian Chiei
Captain John Kendriei>

that said Kendrici;
iiish in gun.s, clothing.
1 the things I recol-

ised as jit'oresaid.

May, A.D. 17!i2, I wa.s

in the s]ii)> Cohan-
;hi]) entered tlie ( ol

S.vMricL Yendkll.
JH.UfLKS A. YlONDKLl,.

\(,HfSF.TTS, )

November 1, 1838.

[imue] Yen 'Tell, before

SewALL,
.Tnstico of the Pene^.

e'." Affidavit.]

0(!tober 30, 1838.

•ity of Boston, in thr
msetts, aged seventy
oath, testify and dr-

ir Lord one thousand
nine. I was on board
Benjamin Robinson,
in November of that

Northwest const d
Nootka-Bound, I saw

there the sloop Wushinr/lon, (iomnianded by
John Kendrick; and that I went on board t\u-

snid Wdnliiinitdii, and recollect that, while I was
on board, I saw, on the deck of said sloop, the In-

dian Chief Maijuinna, and otiur Iniliiin Chiefs,

making side of lands to the said Captain Jnlm
Kendrick. I likewi.se saw ^lacpiinna go nji in

tlie masthead and point to distant parts of (lie

territory, a])pareiitly with the intention of .'iiv-

itig possession ; and he did give possession.

The aforesaid sale of territory was made in tlie

irear of our Lord 17itl, as near as I can recol-

ect. Till' !-ipaniards had left Nootka-sound
about two niDiiths Ix-fore the sale. The fort

which the Siianiards had built had the apiieai-

aiicu of having mounted twenty guns, whieli a

seventy-fcair gun ship belonging to the Hjiaii-

iards carried away.
his

James x TREMEKJi.
Witness: 15. 15. TitE.MiutE. mark.

Co3lMONWi:ALTli OF MaSSACU[SETTS. (

Suildlk county, (

''''^'

Novi'iiiber 1, I8:js.

Sworn to by the said James Tremere befure

S. \L Hewall,

i
Justice of the Peace.

1
D.

JOSEl'll BAKRELL TO CUUWRN liARRELL.

• Jnne 18, 17115.

When I mentioned the large tract of country on
the North-west coast, I did not <!.\pect niucli

would have been said at present on that account

;

but I will .state to you what I know of the matti r.

and will write Mr. John Huskins, who is now
ia France, and who has been on the land, and
aim sure the accounts he will give of the climate
and produce of it mu.st be pleasing to any
seriously one that may wish to purchase. The
deeds of these lands are yet in China, where, I

ttnderstaud, they are registered in the office of

l^he Araci'ican Consul. They are from the Chief
of the country, and contain all the authenti-

city'ithat could be given of four degrees^of Lati-

tude, or two hundred and forty miles srjuare.

This tr.ict was purchased by Captain John Ken-
drick, for the owners of the shij) C'obnnhia and
vloop Wdnhinqton, the fir.st American vessels

that ever went ronnd the world. Of this con-
cern, I ow^ned something more th.an two-seventh
parts, and, of course, urn entitled totlint ])ropoi'-

tion of the land ; the deeds of this land have
been since recognised by the natives, upon tlu>

claim of Mr. Meares. Mr. Hoskins was tliere

On the spot, and heard the Chiefs declare they
]bad never sold anv of their lands but this tract

to Kendrick, which they declared they would
abidi' by. * * * 'fhe Congress of

tlie United States, nor any other power in the

wurid, tiiat I know of, claims any jurisdiction

over them; and I .suppo.se the title as good a»

can be given by uncivilized people.

CIRCVLAli OF HAURF.LL ASD iSEKVAyTES, I'UB-

LISIIKU /.V FOIR EIJIOI'EAX LASOCAaES, A.W
EA'TEySIVEiy VIRCLLATEU.

London, August 31, 1795.

Silt : We have tidceii tlie liberty to address

this Circular to ynur Excellency as a specimen
of one of our recent o])eratioiis. We are for-

warding the same to all pcrts of Europe; and,

as the great object tif our otUce and manifest

teiideiK y of ;dl (Mir proci"'iliii"s are to jiromote

the pro^peiily of the United States, we assure

I

ourselves they will meet \u\\v Excellency's ap-
' lirobation. and ari^ t..erefore encimraged to

solii'it the honor of you)' i-ouiiteiiaiu'e.

We are, witli tlii'" highest respect. Sir your
most obediiiK and humble servants,

BaKUKLL it SeKVANTES.

TO Tin: INHA'.VtrANlS OF EVIJOVE.

The era of reason is now dawning ujnni man-
kind; and the restraints on ni(>n's laudable en-

' dea vors to be useful will cease. The Agents for

the sale of American lands, thi>refore. take this

method of informing all classes of men, in

Europe, that, by application at their office. Noi
2-1: Threaihicedlc-street. L<mdon, they may
meet objects Avorthy of their .serious attenticm.

That such asAvish to liohl lands (though aliens)

ill America, nifiy purchase, to any amount,
on very low terms, and a iii-rfectly secure

t tenure. * *

That such as may be inclined to associate for
' settling a Commonwealth on their own (!ode of

i

Laws, on a spot of the globe nowhere surpaf-.sed

; in delightful situation, healthy climate,aud fer-

i

tile soil; claimed by no civilized nation; and

[

yiurchnsed under a sacred Treaty of Amity and
!
Commerce, and for a valuable con.sideration, of

the friendly natives, may have the best oppor-
' tunity of trying the result of such an enterprise. *

* In rouFequcncc of an expedition fitted out at Boston'
North America, in the year 17R7, Captain J. KcndricU, while

' iiroBeciitinR a voynce with the natives, for furs, purchased of
' tliem, for the owners, a trai-t of deliRhtful country, compre-
hendint; four decrees of Latitude, or two hundred and forty
mills square. The deeds are, at present, in China, and regis-

tered in the office of the American Consul ; and the Apents are

j
iiulhorized to treat with any pentleman, or asKociiition, for
the ptirchase of a tract of land, no where exceeded for fertility

I

and climate, and which may, by a prudent management of

I

some wise inBtltution, become of the utmost Importance.
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SEA-LETTERS A M) CEHTIFIiW TF. (iFCA liai).

[I.—SFA-LnTTEH (IF Til P. CoLrMIlIA, FllOM Tlir,

rKDf.llAIi ArTIIOltniKM.
I

'I'o nil l^iiiponirs, Kings, Siivcrri^fiis rriiici's,

Statos (intl ]?e;^iMits, mul to their ri'siicctivc

oJlii't'TH, civil ami lailitiiiy, and to allittlu.'rn

wiioiu it may eoiiceni:

I, (ii'iirgc WushiiiKtou, I'l'cwideiit of tlio

Uuitc'd States of Aim'rica, do make known, that
llol)eit (h'ay, Cai)taiti of the shij) called the
('iiltiiii^'i't, of tin' burden of ahont two hundred
and thirty tt>ns, is a citizen of thi' United
States ; and, as I wish tliit the said llohert

(h'ay may iiros[)er in his hiwfnl all'airs, I

do reijuest of all the before-mentioned, and
each of them, si'pnratelv, where the said Robert
Gi'ay shall arrive with his vessel and cars'o,

that they will be i)kased to receive him with
kindness, and treat him in a becoming manner;
])crmittiug him, on the usual toUs and expenses, !

in passing and repassing, to navigate, pass,

and fre(pxeut their ports, passes, and territories,

to the cud, that he may transact his business I

where, and in what niannei-, ho shall judge
|

proper; and, thereby, I shall consider myself:
obliged.

I

In testimony whereof, I have caused the

'

seal of the United States to be atlixed to thes(>

prt'sents, and have hereiuito set my hand, at

the city of New York, the sixteenth day of

Septembi'r, in the year of our Lord,
|i..s.] one thousand, seven hundred and

ninety.

G. WASIIINdTON.
By the President: Tii. Jkffekbox.

[II. -SeA-LeTTEH op the CoiiUMBIA, FBOM TUE
State Ai'THoiuriEs.

J

COMMOXWEAiyni of .M.v.SSAC'HU.SETT.S.

By His Excellency John Hancock, Esq., Gover-
nor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

To all who shall see these ])i'esent3, greeting:
It is hereby made.' known, that leave and

pevmissiou hasb(>en given, by the Naval officers,

to Captain Robert (iray, Master andCt.mmand-
er of the ship Cobimhui, now lying at Boston,
within this State, to dejiart from thence, and
proceed, with his ship and cargo, on a voyage to

the North-west coast of America ; and that th*^

said ship and cargo belong to Joseph Barrell,

Esquire, and others, g(>ntlein(>n of charactei- and
reputation, citizens of this Com inonwealth, being
one of the thirteen United States of Americn.
Now, in order that the said Master may

prosper in his lawful .'itlaii's. it is earni^stlyre-

<piested and reeomm^'uded to all who maysee
these presents, at whatever ])ortand iilace said

Master, with his vessel and ciirgo, may arriv(>,

that thi'v would }>leaseto reeeiv(> him, the snid

Mi.ler, with gnodniss; atVord him all such aiil

II nd iissisliinceas he m.iy need ;iind to treat him
in a bi^'iiining mminer, pennilting hin>, upon
paying tlu^ usual e\i).nseM in ])'iHsing and re-

pas.'^ing, to pass, navigate, and frecpuuit thr
ports, passes, and territories, wlier»>ver he may
be, to th(^ end that h(( niay transact his busi-

ness wluio, and in wliiit manner, h(! shall judgi'

l)roper, he keeping and causing to bo ki'i)t, bv
his crew, on board, the IMarine Grdinances .'uitl

Regulations of the place where he is trading,

(jiven under my hand and th(! seal of thr

Ct)mmon wealth aforesaid, this twi'utv-fourtli

day of Si'i)ti ud)er, A. D. 17U(), ami
[Ti.s.] in the lifteenth year of the inde-

pendenco of the United States ol

America.
John Hancoik,

By his Exe(.'llency's command:
John Avi:hv, Jr., Secretary.

[III.

—

Ceiitificate of Tin: Cauch) of the Co-
EV-MUIA.

I

VNITED STATES OE AJrEItK.'A.

District of Boston and C'liarlestown. in Ihe Com-
wealth of Massachusetts.

These certify all Avhoin it may concern, that

Robei't Gray, Master and Commandii' of the

ship Columhut, burden two hundred I'ud twelve
tons or thereabouts, navigated with thirtv

men, mounted with ten guns, has permission
to depart from this Pent with tlu' Tollc)Winf;

articles, viz: two thousand l)ricks, six chal-

drons sea-coal, one hnndreil and thirty-live

baiTola beef, sixty barrels pork, three hogs-
heads N. E. rum, two hog-ijieads AV. I. rum,
five liog.sheads molasses, tive barrels sugar,

ten boxes chocolate, two hundred and twen-
ty-eight pounds collee, seventy-two pounds
Bohea-tea, six casks rice, twcMity barrels

flour, twenty-seven thousand pounds bread,
six firkins butter, five huTuhvd pounds
cheese, thirty barrels tar, thirteen barrels

pitch, thirty packages of merchandise, six tons
bar-iron, twenty hundred bar-h-ad, fifteen

hundred pounds gunpowder, three hundred
l)ounds small, shot.

Given und"r our hands and seals, at Boston
aforesaid, the twenty-fifth clay of September,
in the year of our Lord one thousand Keven
hundred and ninety.

B. LiNf'oTiN, Collector.

Jasies Lovell, Naval Officer.

I;. S.l

Ij. s. I

—aiRRESn^ynKNCF. OF TUK aOVKRNMENT WITH
Tiir. (I wyF.iis OF THE siiii's.

Boston, Nov(>mber 28, 1816.

Silt: In considcjation of a desire expressed
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fHpptomb«r

'>n'('<'iyn him, tliRHni.l
"fiord Imn nil hii,.), „i,|

VMct(|;;iiiilt(itrt>iitliiiii

P^n'iiiiUiiif,' liim. ii|)i>i,

Miv^ 111 j)-i.ssin;r aiicl IV.

rU.', mill flV(lll0llt tile
ni'H, M-Ii(.n>v('r lie inav
"ay tmuHact ]iiM liiisi-

llalllKT, Iii;,sl,allj!l,l^r,.

iiiMU- to ho kept, l,v
laniu' (.)riliniiiif('.s :iii",l

wluTc ho i8 tnidiii.r
I :in(l tho soul of thr
I. tln>i twoutv-foiirtli
'Iht, a. D. 171)0, „i„|
ni your of tho indc
;l»c Uiiitod States 01

John Hancock,
iiiniiiid:

i:«v, Jr., Secrottiry.

IK Cauck) or tiil; Co.

Jl' AMERICA.

I'leHtinvu, iuihoCuiii-
iiiohiLsotts.

itmuy eoiiconi. tliut
I tDinmiiiidri' of tin,

' hmidrod i.nd twolv,.
vi^Jitod Mith thirty
.jniiM, has iiorniissioli
witli tlio Tollowiiiu

id hricL-s. six ohai-
drod and thirty-tivc
' 1'ork, tliroo iiofr.s-

!4;hoadM AV. I. nim,
livo harrols siifr.'U'

Imiidrod aud twon-
sevoiity-two pounds
<•'', twoiity harrols
i''iiid I'diiiids broad,

hniidrod pounds"
r, tliirtocn barrels
ifivhniidiso, six tons
1 har-lond, fiftef.,,

l<'v, tlirof Jinndro.l

'i'l ncals. at Boston
'hiy of Soptoinlior.
>no tiionsand s,.vo„

^"^-
[j'. s.l

'al Officer, [i,. g.
j

?f?Imi%'^'^^'^
ir/n/

^onll)or 28, IHlfi.

a desire expressed

liy tho Pre.sident, that Henrch Hhoiild he niiuh'

for proofH of Ciiptiiiii Kendriek having piir-

ehiiHod hinds of tlie Indiiins, on tlio North-west
eoiist of Aineriea, 1 have examined ^IrJJarroU'H
jmpers end niiuh' inquiry of sovorid persons
who liivve been on tho coast, all wliieh j)rov( s.

in tho most satisfactory manner , that Caiitain

Kendriek diil make .sevoial imrehasoH of tin

Indians, of lands, on tlii.t eoiist, for the owners
of tlu! ('(lilt mlj in and Wnxhiniildii, whose vessels

were under his command, ('aptain Kondriek's
letters and those of Mr, Howell, who was with
liini until he died, and took jitisses-siou of all

his papers, deeds, i tc, explicitly declare that
Ciiptuin Kendriek made scvend purehiisi's of

lands from the Indians about Nootkti-sound.
iintl for II distance of four degrees; and that
there were regular deeds drawn up, and signed
by a number of Indian Cliiefs, conveying those
hiuds to the owners of those vessels. These
facts are corroborated by the evidence of several
jiersons, now here, soineof whom wei'e present,
as they state, when jiosse.ssioii was given to
C!iiptiu"n Kendriek, by the Chiefs, and who saw

'

the deedH, and heard the Iiidiiins aeknowl*
edge that they had sold large tracts of lands to
Captain Kendriek, and afterwards say, that
they had never sold lands to any i)ther person.
The lands were taken i)oss(>sHion of with much
formality, the Ameriean flag hoisted, a bottle
sunk in the ground, t^te., and many Cliiefs
])resent at the ceremony.

From a varii'ty of circumstances, the deeds
for the above lands never reached tlii.s place.
Mr. Howell, who had them in his possi'ssion.
after the death of Captain Kendriek, writes from
Macao, in ITDIi, to Mr. Uarrcll, in reply to a
letter of Jlr. liarrell, in which hi' requests him to
send forward th«' deeds, .saying that he then hail
thedeeds; that they are recorded, there, by a
Notary-public, and triplicates made out; and
that tho originals shall be soiit forward. As
late us May, ITitH, Mr. Howell writes to Mr.
Barren, from Manilla, that " ho is in daily ex-

'

"pectation of his i)ai>ers, and among them :

"your deeds of the lands on tho North-west'
"coast: you shall eertainlv have them trans-
"mitted. " The officer of" tho sliij) Columbui,
who first landed and, by orders of ids C!om-
mandor, took i)ossesKion at t!oluiiibia-rivoi', is
now here, and recollects all tho cironnistitnoos
of hoisting the American flag and idaiitiiig
some New England pine-tree shillings under a
tree; naming the river after tho ship, and the
two capoH, one tlio Hancock, the other Adams;
etc. It is believed that tho deeds of this land
were registered in the Consulate, at Canton
as Colonel Torkins thinks ho saw them there'
in the hands of Mr. Kandall, Vice Consul.'
.Should the Government deem it jiroper to

make further inquiry into this business, much
evidence can be found hero, to sulistmitiate the
above statement; and the owners are taking means
to procure from ("hina, or from Bengal, where
lloweilis su]ij)oscd to have died, the original

deeds or authenticated eopios of them : they
;iri' desirous of giving all aid to the (lovern-

ment. I would, with due dillidonce, submit to

your consideration, whether the ht st way to

obtain well-authenticated ovidoiico, would not
bo to require Judge Davis of this District, who,
from Ims disiiosition to niako rosiarciies in such
things, is bettor qiialilied than perhaps any
person here, to make such inquiries as tiovorii-

ment may think roipiisite to bo made. I do
not iirojiose this to avoid trouble, feeling
myself bound to render any service in my
power. I shall gratefully receive your com-
mands, being, with very high respect, your
obedient servant,

B. Joy.
Hon. Jameh Monkoe, Esq.,

Secretary of State.

Washington , December 1 , 1«I7.

Dkak Silt: Ishall dL'cm it u particular favor
if you will have the gooilnoss to forward to

me, as soon as you eonveniently can. copies
of the paiiers refating to tho pureliase of lands
from the Indians, on the North-west coast of
America, and of the journal of the vessel, which
yon were good enough to lend me for my
])orusal when I had last tho pleasure of seeing
you at Boston.

I am with groat respect. Dear Sir, your very
obedient servant,

John Quincy Ai)Aiis.

('HAKiiES Biu^Li'iNCH, Esq., Boston.

I

J




