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THE OLD YEAR AND THE NEW.

We write at the close of the old year, and before our readers’ eyes shall
have rested on this page, we shall have entered on the year 1867. To
beirgs hasting to eternity, every moment is precious and important ; but
there is special solemnity connected with the thought, that another year
has passed with all its privileges, and blessings, and opportunities, with
all its events, its cares, its sorrows, its joys, its hopes and fears, and
that we are entering on another year, the cluse of which many of us may
never see. It becomes us to remember that our time is both short and
uncertain, and that whether our work is done or not, we mean the great
work for eternity, the time for doing it may very soon come to an end.
Meay we be all diligent, carnest, and devoted, working while it is called.
to day, always abounding in the work of the Lord.

We have many mercies to acknowledge at the close of the year 1866,
public and national mercies, family and personal mercies. The invasion
of our peaceful land by unreasonable and wicked men was repelled, although
at the cost of precious and valnable lives. The scourge of pestilence has
been kept from our borders, The fears of our farmers were happily dis-
appointed, and our Province has been blessed with a large measure of pros-
perity. We acknowledge God’s hand in all our mercies, and we earnestly
trust that, as He has been mindful of us in times past, He will bless us
for the time to come, :

Great and momentous events are in the future. We are on the eve
apparently of a great political change in these British North American
Provinces. May the guidance and the blessing of God be vouchsafed to
our rulers, both here and in the parent country, and may the change be
ever ruled for our growing advancement and consolidation, as a peaceful,
united, loyal, and God-fearing people.

Throughout the world, great events both in the religious and civil
departments are evidently impending. Some things look dark. While the
tewnporal power of the Pope seems to be almost gone, the spirit of Popery
is creeping into many quarters in Britain, where formerly it dared not show
itself. But there is one at the helm, who can turn aside every danger
that may threaten His church, and who will cause her to appear fair as the
morn, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with baunners. Let us
trust Him, and see that personally we are cleaving still more closely to Him ;
and then, whatever changes, or revolutions, or ccuflicts may be before us,
all shall be safe and well at last.
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“BRINGING.”

In our last number we published 2 circular from the Committee on the
augmentation of Ministers’ stipends. In connéction with this subject, we
earnestly ask our readers to give attention to the following article, which
we take from the Evangelical Witness and Presbyterian Review, a period-
ical publishied in Belfast. The writer after referring to the question
**How is the income of Ministers to be best collected,” and the various
modes adopted in different congregations for this purpore praceeds as fol-
lows :—¢* It is surely of importance to inquire whether the Secripture, the
only rule of faith aud practice, says or hints anything on this subject.
Ever since Goud has had a Church in the world, His people have hon-
oured Him with their substance, and this they have done specially in the
maintenance of those who have ministered about holy things. Means
have been wanted at all times for the carrying on of God's work, and
money has been demanded by Him from His people, and the simple ques-
tion is, ‘in what way has it been collected.’

*¢Those who have not examined the matter may be surprised to learn
that there is one way, and only one, of gathering for God's service. ap-
proved of in His Word, and that is, that the contributors should ‘bring’
whg ;hey have already dedicated, and present it asa free-will offering
to God.

¢ How interesting it is to open the fourth chapter of Genesis, and to
read at the third verse regarding the worship in the neighbourhood of
Eden! ¢In process of time '—that is, ‘at the end of days’—namely on the
Sabbath day, ¢ Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the
Lord.” There was an appointed fime, and an appointed place, and the
man himself was to appear there, and by certain acts declare his faith in
God, his submission to the Divine Sovereignty, and, at the same time, his
homage in the holding of property. ¢And Abel, he also brought of the
firstlings of his flock, and of the fat thereof.” Since that hour this way of
¢ collecting,” and this only, has received the approbation of Jehovah.

¢ Thus runs the record regarding another important institution of the
old dispensation—* The first of all the first fruits of thy land thou shalt
bring into the house of the Lord thy God,” Ex. xxiii. 10. In order to
¢bring’ them the offerer must come himself, and setting down his ¢ basket’
in the place which the Lord had chosen he was to say, ‘I have brought
away the hallowed things out of mine house,” &ec., Deut. xxvi, 13. -Ob-
serve, the things were already °hallowed.” They had been dedicated to
God privately, and now they are carried by the worshipper and presented
to Him in the place of publio assembly. Thus men confessed that time
and person and property were all the Lord’s.

¢ Look at another scene. The record will be found in Ex. xxxv. and
xxxvi. A tabernacle was to be built in the wilderness. 'Who ecollected
the materials ? The command went out from Jehovah—*Teke ye from
among you an offering unto the Lord ; whosoever is of a willing heart let
him bring it." And they came and ¢ brought,’ and the women *brought,’
and the rulers likewise, and Bezalee] and Aholiab, and all the wise men
worked, and they came to Moses saying, ‘The peopls bring much mors
than enough,’ &c., and Moses had to have it proclaimed that ne more
work should be made. ‘So the people were restrained from bringing.’
Ten times and more is that word ‘bring’ used in this passage to describe
the mode in which the offerings of God's people were collected on that
interesting occasion,,

“Places for the worship of God are needed now. Is the wilderness
mode of ¢ collecting’ for their erection never to be resumed ? Has any-
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thing more simple, cheerful, effective than God’s plan been devised by the
ingenuity of man ¢

Pass to another era in Israel’s history. It was in the days of Joash, the
King. The House of God wasto be ¢xrepaired,’ see 2 Chron. xxiv. ; ‘and
at the King’s commandment they made a chest, and set it without.at the
gate of the House of the Lord, and they made a proclamation throngh Ju-
dah and Jerusalem to bring in to the Lord the collection,” &c., ‘and all
the people rejuiced and brought in,” and ¢the workmen wrought and the
work was perfected by themn.” Had tbe people of the Christian Church
been irained in such a way as this, would debts for repairs have pressed as
they do now on many a society of God’s people ?

¢“ Once more in Hezekiah’s day (2 Chron. 31st chap.), when religion was
revived and the worship of God re-orgauized, means were wanted for the
support of God’s ministers, ‘and as soun as the commandment came
abroad the children of Israel drouyh? in abundance,” and ‘heaps’ were
piled up, and when Hezekiah and the princes saw them, and in astonish-
ment ‘questivned concerning them,’ the answer was, ‘Since the peopls
began to bring the offerings into the House of the Lord we have had
envugh tv eat and have left plexty.”” Would that every minister of Christin
these lands could say the same thing regarding himself and his family !
They shall be able to do so, when God’s plan is universally taken,

¢ And is not this what we sing of so frequently in the grand old psalms
furnished fo us in the Book of God ? ¢ Give unto the Lord the glory due
unto His name ; bring an offering and cume into His courts.” The werd
in the original describes the meat-yffering, a portion of a veconciled man’s
property brought by hiwm, and dedicated to Jehovah. Are we to continue
singing these lines without practising the duty prescribed in them ; and
are the rich among us to continue to insult the Almighty by offerings, each
Lord's day, such as they would hasdly present to the pourest pauper that
ight ask of them an alms ?  Ses the abundance of blessing, temporal and
spiritual, associated with the practice of this duty, or rather the use of
this privilege (Mal. iii. 10). ¢ Bring ye all the tithes into the storehuuse
that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour
you out a blessing that there shall not be rvom enough to receive it.’
There is a challenge. “WVhen will the churches take it up ?

¢‘ But these commands and examples are all taken from the Old Testa-
ment. Well and what of that? ¢ Whatsoever things were written afore-
time were written for our learning.” But come down to the New Testa-
ment. How is money now to be ‘collected’ for God's cause? The day
of Pentecost comes, and thousands are cunverted. The grace of liberality
produced and largely manifested furnished evidence of the reality of ‘the
revival,” and ‘as many as were possessors of houses and lands sold them,
and brought the prices of the things that were suld, and laid them down at
the apostles’ feet.” And when Ananias and Sapphira wanted to get credit
for religion, though they kept back part of the price, they ®brought a
certain part and laid it down like the rest* (Acts v. and vi.). The Church
under both dispensations is one, but here, as we would expect, there is a
large increase of self-denying cheerful liberality towards God’s cause,
. “ And the spirit contivued and spread. When in after years the great
Apostle was urging the Curinthians to deeds of generosity, he quuted the
example of the:r Macedonian brethren. ¢ To their power I bear record,’
he says, ‘Yea and beyond their power they were willing of themselves,
praying us with much entreaty that we would reccive the gift,” implying
that it had been ¢ brought’ and presented to him for acceptance. And he
gives ‘ourder’ to these Corinthians, as he said he did to the churches ¢}
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Galatia, that they should every one lay by him in store on the first day of
the weck, makmng deposits in a conmmon treasury, that there might be no
¢ gatberings” when he would come,  Is not this ‘order’ on the subject of
Christian finance as binding on believers as the command, ‘Do this in re-
membrance of me 7’ The question is put to induce to serious and prayer-
ful consideration,

* But would 1t be right to cullect pew-rents on God's day ? The sooner
that naweis given up and the system which it represents, the better, if the
retaining of it generates and perpetuates the idea that the giving of money
to waintain GGod’s ordinances is not one of the most sacred duties we have
to perform, and one pecaliarly appropriate to the day of the Lord. We
¢ bring’ money to support missivnaries on the Sabbath, and why not min-
isters ¢ If they are true to their calling, and worthy to be maintained at
all, they ouyht to be missionaries, and God’s people should estcem it one
of their greatest privileges to maintain them in comfort and independence.

¢ How could the thing be done, asks some one. Well, the writer be-
lieves that we are not yet up to that point as a Church where we could
trust everything to a weekly offering.  'We are ouly in the ¢ Infant school?
of finance. Lessons in a lugher class would not suit the mass of our peo-
ple at present. The training should go on as fast as possible.  But what
meanwhile, is to hinder a proclamation to be made, that on the first orlast
Sabbath of every quarter each seat-holder or communicant should ¢ bring’
in an envelope or other paper containing his nae and address, the sum he
gives for that quarter for the support of the ministry, and lay it down on
the plate in God’s House as a willing offering for His service? If neces-
sary, the deacons or committee could forward immediately a receipt for
the amount, and thus a world of trouble would be saved, If any would
refuse to ‘bring’ they cuuld be pursued in the usual way, but if kindly
and plainly dealt with, the majerity would fall in with the plan at once.

A plan that works well in many places in England, and, as far as it has
been tred 1n Ireland, is a splendid success—a plan so simple—the only
Seriptural plan—should not be discarded without very sufficient reasons,
and these, 1t is imapossible in-the circumstances, to produce. More cheer-
ful as well as larger liberality to God’s cause, especially in the department
of ministerial support, 1s greatly needed. Giving to the cause of missions
has greatly increased of late years ; giving for this other object remains
much where it was, And till ‘bringing ’ i3 the rule, and not the exception
we shall not have that voluntary, ready, free-wili, hearty offering so much
to be desired, and which ¢ God loveth.” Are many of the offerings at
present wrung by collectors out of reluctant hands, acceptable ‘to Him?
See that woman 1n the city (Luke vii. 37), who, when she knew that Jesus
sat at weat in the Phari-ee’s house, *bruught’ the alabaster box of oint-
ment and stood at His feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash Ris
feot with tears, and to wipe them with the hairs of her head, and to kiss
them. The proud Pharisee was displeased. How beautifully did the
Saviour teach him that ¢his woman had been forgiven much, and loved
much, and the precious ointment ¢brought’ and poured upon His body
was the evidence of her love ; ‘and he said unto her thy sins are forgiven.’

++ How sadly would that glerious picture be changed if the "record ran
something after this manner—That that morning two collectors called on
this woman demanding the box ; that at first she utterly refused, butafter
much higghng and pressing she reluctantly brought it out and gavea small
portion of it, to be carried by those men and poured on the feet of the
Redeemer ! Oh ! in such a case her record had never been on high as it is,
and the story of her faith anu love had never been told in God’s Book, or
comforted and encouraged last sinners as it has done,
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¥t Reader ! wilt thou go and do likewise ? Dispense with collectors as
Jeras you are concaorned.  For every object hamediately connected with
the IHouse of the Lord ‘bring an offering,” and beg the blessing he has
promisged.

¢ We collect and pay faxes. 'We gather by collectors when we have no
common place to which to bring inoney. What is given to God ought to
Le preseuted as an act of worship in His House. God may use what is
given in another way for His glory ; the times of our ignorance he may
wink at ; but it will not bring the blessing it otherwise would to the donor.
We believe He now commandeth zll His people everywhere, and every one
of them, on the first day of the week, to lay by him in store as God has
prospered him, that there may be no ‘cullectings’ such as have been
deseribed.” .

THE MISSIONARY ENTERP ISE.

Tue ExtExT oF THE Firun.—The population of the world is now es-
timated at 1,263,574,860, viz: Asia, 872,456,200 ; Africa, 51,875,000 ;
Europe, 274,697,660 ; America, 60,556,000 ; Oceanica, 3,990,000.

As to the religious state of the world, the following sammary is given,
Asia.—Christians, 6,700,000; Jews, 1,500,000; Mohammedans, 76,
000,600 ; Heathens, 788,256,200. Africa, —Christinns 3,101,000 ; Jews,
1,250,000 ; dichammedaus, 25,000,000 ; Heathens, 22,624,000. Europe.
—Christians, 266,427,960 ; Jews, 3,431,700 ; Mohammedans, 4,688,000.
Amwmerica.—Christians, 57,644,000 ; Jews, 30,000; Heathens, 3,000,000.
Oceanica,—Christians, 1,000,000 ; Jews, 5,000; Heathens, 2,985,000, .
The totals are, Christians, 334,754,000 ; Jews, 6,216,700 ; Mohammedans,
105,688,000 ; Heathens, 816,915,200, the number of nominal Christians
being scarcely more than one-fourth of the whole.

THE LaBoURERS AT WORK.—At the close of the year 1863, there were
sixty-two Protestant Missionary Societies engaged 1n the great work of
the world’s evangelization. Of these there were English Sccieties 16,
Scoteh 7, Irish 1, French 1, German and Swiss 11, Dutch 2, Norwegian
and Swedish 3, Danish 1, American 17, British North American 2, and
West Indian 2. These sucieties had altogether 15616 Mission Stations, and
maintained 1591 places of worship. The number of Missivnaries employ-
ed in preaching the gospel was 7372, of which number 3868 were ordained
ministers, the rest being Catechists, Teachers, aud vther Lay Agents,

Tae REsULts oF THEIR LaBours.—It must be borne in mind that
modern missions have been little more than half a century in operation,
many of them a much shorter time. Ther, were at first many difficulties
to be encountered, chiefly from the fact that many of the languages and
dialects of the heathen had to be learned and reduced to system, and the
Scriptures translated into them. This wo.k has now been largely accomn-
plished. Iu addition to this it is estimated that at the end of the year
1363 there were connected with the Missionary sucietics above referred to,
468,845 church members, 541,072 persons hearing the gospel preached
with more or less regularity ; 4,346 schools attended by 232,363 scholars.
During the last ten years, the progress has been much more rapid than in
previous years. As a specimen we may refer to India. In the year 1852
the proportion receiving Christian instruction was one in every 1,567 of
the entire population ; while in 1862 the propo.tion was oune in every
666.

There i8 no ground for boasting or exultation. The results might have
been greater, had the faith and energy and self-denial of the Church of
Christ been greater. But there is cause of thanksgiving to God for the

(SR
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results. Thero is ground of hope for the future. Thero is success enotteft
to lead us with firmer faith to contemplate the promises of the word of
God, and with increasing energy and persevering prayer to spread abroad
the glad tidings of great joy.

Biissionary Pntelligence,

LETTER FROM REV. D. DUFF.—THE LATE MR. McMICKING.

My Dear Mr. Burns,—It is under the influence of deep regret that X
now feel called upon to furnish you some particulars relating to the late
lamented Mr. Thomas McMicking. Tho deceased was in connection with
the Presbyterian Cungregation in New Westminister, from the time of his
arrival in the Culony in the fall of 1862, You will remember something
of the largu party of Canadians from Turonto, Queenstown, &e. who made
the journey vverland to British Columbia during the swmmner of that year.
An accvunt of his journey was given from the pen of Mr.McMicking, and
was lurgely circulated here and in Canada ; a perusal of which, along with
a more intimate acyuaintauce with the author himself concur to show his
eminent fitness for this post of lender of the party which devolved by
unenimous agreement upon him, I have been struck, in reading through
that able and admirable description of travel, scenery, accident and incident,
with vhe christian sentimont that pervades it, its just regard for the Sabbath,
1ts Seriptural views of an overruling Providence, and the animusting sense
of dependence and obligation which colours the whole. Mr, McMicking
was 0 native of Canada; one of his parents still lives in Stamford, County
of Welland, where the subject of this notice was born and brought up.
Receiving a liberal education he for several years was employed as a school
teacher 1n the village of Queenstown. Here he was married, united to
the Church, aud at length urdained to the Eldership under the Pastorate
of the Rev. Mr. Goodwillie who has since I believe removed to the States.
And to be as brief as the uceasion will allow, T got acquainted with him
on my arrival in this Colony through Mr. Jamieson who could refer with
pleasure to the presence and support of one who was at once a mos* worthy
office-bearer and an active and zealous member of the Church. Most
keenly do Inow feel the value of the work, yea rather of the worker thus
suddenly terminated in our midst, and do earnestly Jesire and pray that
from Canada or elsewhere we might have such another acquisition.

On Saturday morning 25th August, he with Mr. McMicking and family
of four boys and one girl left home on a visit to a friend ten miles down
the river. Their destination was reached in a small boat which was moor-
ed near to the house. A quarter of an hour only had elapsed, when
William Francis a promising boy of six years while playing with others in
the bout fell into the river. The father rushed to the scene, plunged in
after his struggling child, and, as he could not swim, both soon sank to rise
no More.

The mother and other members of the family witnessed the sad event,
which resulted in the loss of a husband and father. As soon as the tidings
reached this, the Government Steam Yacht was immediately sent down to
bring up the heart-torn wife and weeping children, who reached home about
11 o’clock P.M. I canuot describe the intense feeling of sadness that like
a sickening cloud of gloom settled on the entire community for a time.
The body of Mr McMicking wasrecovered in a few hours, and was brought
in early cn Sabbath morniug to the house so lately the sbode of vivacity
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aud cheerfulness. No such day of irrepressible sorrow have I ever passed ;
nv such uuconquerable incapacity for the solannities of the Sabbath have
I vver experisuced.  God grant that I may read avight this trying dispen-
sation. The body of the child has not been found thouwgh every diligence
has been used in searching for it. The funeral was held on the Tuusday
following, and included in procession Councilmen, to whom he was clork,
ivemen, to whom he belonged, and Volunteers, of which he was Lioute-
uant, and is believed to have been the largest ever winessed in New West-
nminister. On the Sabbath after I took for my text Psalm, 37. 37. and
was graciously sustained in an earnest eudenvour to improve the solemn
event, in the presence of one of the largest assemblages ever convened in our
‘Church in this place. A few days after a meoting of the congregation was
held, when the following vesolution was drawn up, and with sincerest un-
animity adopted.

Regolved, —That the members and adherents of this congregation put
on record their deep and heartfelt sorrow for the loss of their respected
brother and esteemed Elder Mr., Thomnas McMicking, whose strong paren-
tal affection as well as christian hervisin impelled him to venture his own
dife for the rescue, if possible, from drowning of his third child William Fran-
cis, when both father and son found a watery grave. That at all times we
adore the suvereign wisdom and gooduess of Gud, and that it is our Juty as
it is our privilege, in view of this svlemn event, to pray that He who can
so do, may overrule this teying bereavement for the good of all, and espe-
cially for the sanctification and comfort of the afllictsd wife and family. —
That we hereby unite in an expression of our deepest sympathy with the
bereaved family at their and our great and sudden loss, and earnestly de-
sire that upon them may descend the Spirit of comfort in gracious effusion
of the oil uf joy for mourning. That we record our humble but grateful
testimony to the many amiable traits of our departed brother—our estitaa-
tion of his person, our appreciation of his domestic and social worth, and
valuable services rendered as a free-will offering to this Church : and trust
that under the divine guidance, by this sulemn visitation we may each one,
minister and people, be stirred up to a more just recognition of our duty
aud privilege, that the work of God may be furthered in us and by us, to
whom be the glory through Christ Jesus. Amen.

I add nothing more in this communication. But remain, very sincerely,

D. DUFF.

LETTER FROM REV. A. MATHESON.
Rep RIvER SETTLEMENT,
November 17th, 1866.

Rev. R. F. Bourns,

My Dear Brother,—Your very welcome letter came to hand by the lasé
mail. I need scarcely say that we feel thankful for your deep sympathy
with usin our time of trouble. To be Jeprived of our whole family by
one stroke was a deep afiliction, but it was the doing of our Father in
heaven who does all things well. Our feeble sense and fallible reason are
$o0 apt to say, ¢* All these things ave against us,” butif weare the children
of God by adoption and grace, our afflictions shall work out for us an
eternal weight of glory. May the Lord sanctify to our souls the sad
bereavement which we have suffered. Mrs. Matheson has not yet recover-
ed from the shock eccasioned by vur deep trial. If it iz consistent with
his Divine will, I hope the Lord will spare and recover her to health. Mr.
Black would, no doubt, have told you that we removed down to Little
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Britain about the end of August. The house in which we are is old, aud
can not be made comfortable. I hope the people will got a Manse built
as soon a8 possible. It would also e very desirable to have a Church
buill. here as speedily as possible. The house used a$ present as a place of
worship is too small, and far srom being in a central position. Had we
only a Church built on the lot of Jand given us by the H. B. Company,
1 have very litile doubt our Congregation would soon increase in number.
But how can we accomplish this | Evidently not by our own means, The
few families that are here can not build & Manse and Church. Indeed I
scarcely think they can bunild the Manse unaided. 1 hope some of our
liberal, warm-hearted friendsin Canada and Scotland will give us assist-
ance. Wo shall do what we carn ourselves. Without aid our canse must
stand still here. And surely this would be & cause of regret. My opinion
is that we ought to get as specdily as pus-ible a good footing in this pa=t
of the settlement ; for if the country is soon to be thrown open for colo-
nization the Lower Fort, for several reasons, may yet be the Thief Depot
in this region, and I suppose yon are aware that the Church ground is only
three quarters of a mile from the Lower Fort.

Our attendance on Sablath, and at the Wednesday meeting, is so far
encouraging. The Sabbath School is not yet as large as I cov’d wish. I
teach o Bible-class myself. I intend also, if spared, to begin very soon to
do something with the view of improving our singing. The Kildonan
Congregation does well in thisrespect. I preach at Kildonan every Sabbath
aftornoon at 3 p.m.—distance about 15 miles, :

Avex. MaTHESON.

REV. JAMES NISBET.

Since our last issue, more reeent letters have been received from Mr.
Nisbet, in the Far West. We are glad to say that he and his party are
woll, and that everything looks auspicivus for the prosperity of the mis-
sion. We had an interview, a short time ago, with a gentleman who was
with Mr. Nisbet, at his station, on the banks of the Saskatchewan, a few
weeks previously. He reports very favourably of the situation, and of
the prospects of the mission. .

We have a letter before us dated Carleton House, Saskatchewan, Sep.
10th, 1866. We subjoin sume paragraphs :—

¢ My Dear BroTneR.~I came here, on Saturday, to sec Mr. Christie,
before he goes west ; and, more particularly, to give a Sabbath’s services
at the fort. 1 also expect two bouxes from Red River, by the company’s
carts that are expected here this evening, which I mean to take down
with me. I left our party all well, still living in tents, as we found it
necessary to make hay sufficient for wintering the cattle, &c., before
going to other work. We have got that completed now—having 60 loads
of good hay secured. Nemly all the timber is on the ground for two
houses, 24 feet by 18 feet, and I had the foundation of one of them pre-
pared on Friday, before 1 left, so that there is work for the men till I
return.

This visit is at o very good time, as there are more of the company’s
officers here just now, waiting for the supplies for their distant trading
posts, than are collected at any other periud of the year. We had morn-
ing and evening service yesterday, when all attended-—oflicers and ser-
vants. It is seldom, indeed, that our friends enjoy such seasons ; and L
trust that the exercises were to some—if not all—of them, as reireshing
streams in the wilderness. As I brought Mr. Flett with me, we had a
meeting, in the afternoon, with the few Indians who are camped about
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the fort—chiefly old people and children—who were very quiet and atten-
tive while I told them of the mission of the Son of God to our world, and
their own need of an interest in Him,

The more that I sce of the place where we have pitched our camp, the
more am I satisfied of the excelleaco of the locality for a settlement.
The soil seems of the very best quality ; there is abundance of hay
ground, and the cattle are feeding in pasture with grass in some places as
tall as themselves, and of the richest kinds. If the seasons prove favour-
able it will be & most excellent place for farming and stock raising. My
idea is that If we remain there we shall do the most good to the Indians,
ultimately, by endeavouring to collect as many children as possible, and
have industrial schools for them—teaching them the ordinary branches of
a common and christian education, but also training them to farming,
cattle-keeping, carpenter work, and whatever other braunches of industry
may be found convenient. The girls would be taught house work, needle
work, &¢. I would bring children from any quarter, who may be willing
to come to us  The expense of keeping and clothing them would not be
great if once farming operations were fully established. 1 think there
would be no difliculty in producing patatoes and milk enough, at all
cvents ; and, an occasional trip to the plains might furnish flesh meat till
stock increases. The boys I would clothe in moose leather, and canvas
garments, and the givls in print frocks. We should take them at as early
an age as possible—orphans, and such children as have none to care for
them, should be sought after, as we may be more certain of their being
allowed to remain than others. We shall do all we can to induce and en-
courage Indian fomilies to settle around us ; but it is up-hill vork—they
are so wedded to their roving mode of life.

Since writing the above, I have had a long conversation with Mr,
Christie, on the subject of a missionary for Edmonton. We are both
agreed that if you were to send a missionary, giving him £100 sterling a
year, fromn your missien funds, the remainder of his salary could be pro-
cured on the spot, provided the council of the company make such a
grant as I have alluded to.

That I may be able to write you more definitely on the subject, I have
resolved—though at a great sacrifice to our company, as we have so much
to do before winter sets in—to proceed on 2 visit to Edmonton, at once ;
that, from personal observation and interconrse with the people, I may
form a more correct judgment than in present circumstances.”

The Convener of the Foreign Mission Committee has received another
letter from Mr. Nisbet, written at Carleton House, on his way home
from Edwmonton. Txtracts from this letter will appear in next number.

BRUCE AND WELLINGTON MINES.
To the Editor of the Record.

DEeAr Sir,—As gou have been favoured with communications from
former visitants to the mines, I cheerfully comply with your request, to
send you a short account of the visit I paid them, by appointment of the
Presbytery of Grey, on the second and third Sabbaths of August last,
Those who have perused the interesting letters of Dr. Thornton and Mr.
Bauld, in the Octuber number of the Record for 1862, and the November
number for 1863, will not expect my letter to possess the interest of nov-
elty, for there is not much change in the general condition of things in

hat place. The Bruce mines have fallen into the hands of the company
hat owns the Wellington. They have not been, of late, much wrought ;
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the company having reasons for concentrating its efforts on the latter ; and
to these, accordingly, the mest of the miners have heen transferred.
Since this, however, there is amnong them a smaller proportion of Scotch-
men. From Dr. Thornton’s figures, I should judge Scutchmen have
decreased by a third, giving place to Cornishmen, of whom the mining
population for the miest part consists. The state of society, I think, must
of late have somewhat impreved. I never saw a yuicter Canadian village.
1 should judge the people to be industrious and sober in a high degree ;
many excellent, intelligent, manly fellows are to be found amungsi themn
aud, go far as my intercourse with them went, I by no means considered
them as a body characterized by a careless, irreligious spirit. The man-
agers of the company deserve all praise for their policy, which has been to
foster the settlement of worthy men, and gradually rid the place of the
lawless and debauched. With these exceptions, the statements of the gen-
tlemen named apply pretty accurately at the preent time.

I was instructed by the Presbytery, should 1 see fit, to organize a con-
gregation, and dispense the Lord’s Supper. In the vxercise of the diseretion
allowed me, { was not long in resolving that it would not be proper to
propose such steps, till such time as we shall have taken a better hold of
the station, and have, by our acts, given the peopls some guarantes that
they may count on regular safety in connection with our charch. I was
nol met among them by the severe expressions of dissatisfaction I had
calculated un, but, as before my visit they had uut seen the face of one of
our winisters or preachers for fwo years, they had, in truth, some ground
for suppusing they were neglected. 1 was sble to show them that earnest
efforts had been made to provide for them, and that the failure of the
Presbytery to send them snch supply as they required, arvse wholly from
its inability to do so with the limited resources at itscommand. A specia}
appointment for the whole summer should be made for the mines. All
efiorts to effect this through the Committee, or more privatoly, have failed,
it is to be regretted, thesec two years. Not having the eurrespondence
with the Committee in my pnssession, which teok place at the time the
station was placed under our charge, I am unable %o state cxactly o what
extent we were warranted in entertaining the impressivn that the Com-
mittee would give particular attention to its claius ; Lut, should it remain
under our charge, I hope we shall succeed in obtaining a special appoint-
ment for it herveafter. It is most desirable that a suitable settlement
should be brought about as soon as possible, in such an exceptional field ;
and that in the meaniime we should refain it by suitable attention. It
will be hard deing this with the ordinary supply of labourers placed at the
disposal of the Presbytery.

The mining region is developing very slowly on the Canadian side,
though on the other & larze population is gathering, and 2 large traffic is
already supporting a considerable fleet of trading vessels ; sv that any day
the tourist can calculate on meeting, in the St. Mary River, with a pro-
peller on its way to Dotroit. The canses of this difference are to a grest
extent iuexplicable, and it is enough to make any oue who bas the honear
of his government and the welfare of his country at heart, to blush, as he
hearkons to ap intelligent recital of theso causes; for they are zeither
summed up in want of capital nor want of enterprise. It is to be hoped

- the incabus now resting on the Canadian shore will soon be shaken off it
when 1t will make rapid strides in prosperity.

The miners being for the most part Cornish, the denominations which
find most favour with them are the various classes uf Methodists. Both
the Prinutive and Wesleyau branches have considerable congregations with
ministers, in the place ; and most of the Scotchmen, I am suixy to :ay
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" ot all, avail themselves of ordinances at their hands. The English church
bas a few adherents.  Till lately all denominations used the same building,
for the cost of which they were assessed by the Company according to their
relative strength. The Primitives have erected 2 neat and commodious
chapel for themselves. The Wesleyans too would like to have one of their
own. These regularly occupy the Union Chapel at present, and little in-
convenience has been felt hitherto ; though, certainly, it will not be small
whenever the other Ludics receive anything like regular supply. In the
meantime the Wesleyans cheerfully give place to any visitant for a short
period, and gratify him by largs audiences, but at the cost of making him
unable to determine how many have an interest in his mission.

I made my upward trip in the Waubuno, the owners of which charge
ministers travelling on duty only half fare ; a kindne.s which deserves
grateful acknowledgement. I had a deliciuns sail through svme of the
finest scenery in Cauada, the abtractions of which, if auything, increase for
the fifty miles between the mines and the Sault Ste. Marie, which [ was
engbled, on a most favourable day, to visit by the following week’s trip of
the Waubuno. The weather, however was just beginning to break. On
the first Sabbath, rain poured all day in torrevts, and the andiences were
not large. The same cause seriously affected attendance at weck-day ser-
vices. Next Sabbath the morning was fair, and the large Union Church
wag crowded, but by the evening the deluge again commenced. I had
intimated that though I was appointed for only two Sabbaths, it seemed
likely I would have to remain with them a third Sabbath, as by neither of
the two steamers on the route could I get home in time; which, though
by no means very couvenient for me, seemed gratifying to the people. On
Monday evening, huwever, one of my people, Capt. McNab, arrived from
St. Mary River on his way home with his trim little Schooner the Stanley
and I at once arranged to set out with him. It wasa venture ; we might
have been long enough tossed about, like many befure us. 'We had a fair
wind, however, the whole way, though a littlc too strong; which, after
vigorously shaking us in rough atirition with everything round, and
giving U full experience of the varied sensations connected with a vessel
sailing for the most part on its side, landed us in Owen Sound, in thirty-
six hours ; with the satisfaction of knowing that the steamer could not
hiave done it more quickly.

Yours, &e.,
THOMAS STEVENSON.

MISSIONS OF FREE CHURCH.

The Free Church Record for December contains much interesting in-
telligence as to the progress of the gospel in India and Africa. Dr. Wil-
son of Bombay gives an account of the baptism of two young Parsis.
Both of them appear to bo earnest and devoted christians, and one of them
has his heart sreatly set on becoming a missionary to his fellow country-
men. Dr. Wilson states that the Parsis are daily becoming more liberal
in sentiment, and is of the opinicn that they will be the first of the tribes
of Western: India to receive christianity as a budy, and the foremost too
in its propagation.

The Rev. N. Sheshadri gives an account of one of the evangelistic
tours which he and his fellow labourers are in the habit of making, carry-
ing with them the good seed of the kingdom.

An interesting communication appears from a native connected with
the Howrale mission station, in the immediate vicinity of Calentta, giving
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an account of the conversion of the last member of the family. His nar- -
rative is simple and interesting and shows how highly he prizes the bless-
ings of the Gospel. We subjoin part of his narrative.

“Rejoice with me, for I have found that which was lost. Behold the
truth and the fulfilment of the word of our Lovd, *This day is salvation
come to this house?’ is literally fullilled and verifted.

¢ Oh, had I been a good seholar, I could picture out my rejoicing and
thankful heart to show forth the mercy of God our Father on sinners, the
work of the Holy Ghost in the ears of sinuers, and the love of our
loving Jesus for sinners, and fully to express the causes ¢f my asking you
to rejoice with me. However, I shall try to give a short sketch of the
causes of my rejoicing.  On the 17Tth August, 1862, I was baptised ; my
wife on the 4th Jannary, 1863 ; and then my youngest brother, Jodu
Nath Das. on the 6th December, 1863 ; and my neighhour, Lucky Monie
Mittra, (widow) on the 23rd July, 1865. These were the ninety and nine,
and the one was my younger brother, Baikanta Nath Das, that was left
behind, gone astray, and who was wasting the things that had fallen to his
share. He has returned, and I have found bim safe on the 15th July,
1866, the Sabliath of our Lord.

¢ From the day after my baptism he was living with my uncles, and

through their instructions he acted cruelly, and afterwards divided the
little property with me, taling his share. & few months ago, on an even-
ing, having an opportunity to speak, I told him of the Lord, and asked
him how he was feeling, and to join us to serve the Lord Jesus : but the
answer was not very favourable. * He that is not against us is for us.”
Observe the instrumentality of the Father to change the heart of sinners.
Two Hindu Babus—namely, Ram Chandra Cowar and Beni DMadhab
Cowar—clerks of the ¥ust Indian Railway Company, who were students
of the Free Church Institution, helped wuch in exhorting Baikanta Nath,
and asking him to join us.
* ¢ Last Monday evening, the 9th July, when we were sitting together,
he came and bLroke out saying, *brother, what shall I doif I be put in
areat difficulty after I have joined you, for I aw not cducated I’ 1 ans-
wered, ¢ Yon have learned a wrade, and can earn for yourseli ; we must
not expect to be always happy in this world. We haveto sutier patiently ;
for it is hetter to suffer with the people of God than to be happy with
devils.” He answered that it is through sin vuly I am put into all these
troubles, and have lost my peace of svul.  On the following morning he
returned with the remains of his share of the pruperty, and his wife with
bim, who is only a girl of eight years. She was made & seducing plot of
my uncles, and the devil’s device to prevent my Wiother from joining us.
I speak not of my uncles only. It is a commron practice among most of
the Hindus to divert their sons from embracing christianity.  Such per-
sons are happy to see them with evil company, rather than see them speak-
ing with or even looking at a disciple of Christ.

“On the following Sabbath, Bukauta Nath with his wife joined us
in family worship, humbly knecling by our sides at the footstool of our
Lord our God. Oh, how happy we were ! And any oue would have been
happy thus to assemble tosether a hittle band of believers to offer up prayers
thanks, and praises to the Almighty Creator of Heaven and earth, under
the roof that had been once the stronghold of Satan. Indeed, it was a
joyful sight ! The three brothers, with the wives of the first and second,
our neighbour Lucky Monic Mittra, and two of her native Christian com-
p:miltl)r:’s spending their holidays with us, and a country waid—eight
in all.

From Kaffraria the Rev. Mr. Ross writes, giviug an account of some of
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his itinerant labours, which, after a season of suffering he has been able to
resuine.

The Rev. Dr. Koenig, Jewish Missionary at Pesth, mentions several in-
teresting incidents, shuwing how, in various ways, the truth is working
its way. He refers to the ravages of cholera which were very severe.  The
Mission had been visited by the Rev. Mr. Hammond, who is well known
as an evangelist, both in America and in Scotluud, as well as Ly other
Churistian friends.

MISSIONS OF IRISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

The Foreign Missions of the Trish Presby terfan church continue to pros:
per. At Almedabad a school is to be established, Christian fricuds there
having provided funds for a suitable building. At Rajkote, the christian
education of the young, the hope of India, as will be scen by the following
communication, is progressing favourably.

" RagroTE, Sept. 18, 1866.

A few weeks ago, I held a public examination of the children of the
Missiou Schools conuected with the Rajkote station. I have held several
examinations of the whole assembled children, at the Mission House, and
visit the schools frequently, but this was the first exhibition of the children
in public in my time. Ason a former occasion, when Mr. M'Kee was
here, Mrs. Keatinge, a friend of educational and every other guod enter-
prise, invited the children to the Residency. Invitations were also sent to
the ladies and gentlemen of the station, and I am glad to be able to re-
port that they were well represented on this occasion, almost all having
come. The children were delighted when they heard they were to be per-
mitted to asseinble on grounds attached to the Residency. Half an hour
previous to the announced time they came in full force to the Mission
House with cleaned and shining faces, and adurned in the bright-colonred
and gandy garments and turbaus that so please the Eastern fancy, and
even to Buropeans seem bucoming here. There are at present three
schools, having an addition of one lately, under my supermtendence, and
the united children amounted to a baud of 210. It was a graud sight for
the Missionary to contemplate these young aspirants to earthly fame, and
candidates for eternity, as they marched frum his bungalow to the place of
examination. And though the education of so many imwmortal svuls en-
tails a tremendous responsibility, it was not without some feeling of pride
I accompanied them.

The childreu were soun scated in rows on the grass, and when a consid-
erable number of Sahib Lok (English) had assembled, the examination was
proceeded with. The knowledge of the buys of the first classes was tested
in all the customary rudiments of cdueation, besides which they repeated
a chapter of John’s Gospel, were questioned ou Old and New Testament
and Catechisw, and recited several hymns, in native neasures : the pieces
of poetry from the Govermment books of instruction. Some of the gen-
tlemen present on my invitation, yuestioned the hoys through the medium
of Hindustani on Geugraphy and the Bible. The volumes of the Old
Testament Scriptures in Gujarati type are so large and massive as to be
unsuited to the purposes of a school, for which reason the children’s know-
ledge of their facts, acquired frum the incidental refereunces of their in-
structor, is rather limited. There is much need of a hand-book of the
Old Testameut history, adapted for children. Mr. Montgomery, whose
work on the New Testument is much appreciated, was, I understand, en-
gaged in the preparation of such a volume previous to his departure
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for Europe, and it is to be hoped he may now obtain the leisure and op-
portunity necessary for the completion of his undertaking,

The children of the second classes read very satisfactorily, and repeated
a portion of the 16th chapter of Acts, while the smaller boys of the lower
classes, as day-timo had almost expired, played a most conspicuvus part in
what forwed the sequel to the examination—the distribution of sweet-meats.
Not only was a liboral sapply of sweets provided for the children, by the
kindnuss of the lady who had invited them to her bunglow, but each was
presented with a small silver coin. The gentlemen were pleased with the
appearauce and deportment of the little ones, and the children were evi-
dently dolighted with their fare.

Since then I have written a report of the schools, which, in the time of
Mr., M’Kee, the ladies of the station undertook to support. It has been
circulated, with a sabscription list, by Mrs, Keatinge, not only among En-
ropeans, but, as formerly, amongst the native community, and with a most
gratifying pecuniary success. DMore than 30U rupees have been subscribed
and wade over to me for educational purposes, of which sum 100 rapees is
the dovation of a Mahomedaun chief.

A most pleasing, and I wmight say anomalous, feature of one of our
schools is, that though nominally a boys’ school, it is attended by five
young girls. This is a strong proof of a real desire on the part of some
parents that their daughters as well as their sons should have imparted to
them the benefits of education.

———

MISSION IN FORMOSA.

The English Presbyterian Church has at last succeeded in establishing a
mission in the Island of Formosa. Mr. Douglas accompanied Dr. Max-
well there last year, and attempted to settle in Taiwanfoo, the capital,
which has a population equal to Edinburgh. The opposition to open an
hospital was so great—partly arising from the doctors who, it may be,
thought their craft in danger—that they were glad to escape from the
town i. safety, and establish themselves in the small seaport of Takao.
Several foreign merchunts reside there, and the place is rapidly increasing
in sizo and importance. It is also visited in large numbers by the Chinese
from Tokein, and Dr. Maswell has numerous aundiences of sailors from the
sea-coast near Chinchew, who listen eagerly and patiently to the reading
of the Scriptures and exposition of the gospel message. With the help of
native assistants, the prospects are very encouraging ; but it is essential
that an ordained missionary be added to the staff without delay.

The beunefits of the medical work are already widely appreciated, and
in June last new mission-premises were opened in the very heart of the
town.

There are several men of whom there is hope that their hearts are
touohed, and that they are sincerely striving to walk in the way of life.
The keeping of the Sabbath is found there to be the great test of men
emerying from Chiuese heathenism, and oftentimes a very hard test to
poor working men—the tomptations to the violation of it on the side of
foreigucers being nearly as great as on the side of their Chinese mastars.
Dr. Maxwell, in a letter lately received by & friend in Edinburgh, writes
thas :—

*¢ We are now in possession of & comfortable chapel and a comfortable
residence in Takao. There have been for months past several applicants
for baptism, whose claims await the cousideration of wr. Swanson or the
brother who may be expected shortly to pay & visit to the mission in For-
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mosa, a clerico-episcopal visit. Within the last two weeks two new men,
new in a sense of distinct and well marked desire to confess Christ's name,
Liave associated themselves with us; so that there are in all at present
suven men who may be looked upon as applicants for admission to the
church in Formosa. How many of these, however, may be deemed wor-
thy of receiving baptism, will depend on the testimony they shall have
borne, and be found bearing when the Amoy pastor arrives. We are
longing much for such a visit, and it is only delayusd, 1 believe, by the
dangerous state of the weather at this time of the year. The Formosa
Channel is at ull times an awkward place, and in the typhoon season is a
name to inspire dread. Just a fortnight ago, it engulphed, in one of those
sudden sweeping storms or cyclones, a vessel and all its living freight,
which had left us here two or three days before.”

MISSIONS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE LOWER
PROVINCES.

Lerrer FroM REev. J. GEDDIE.—The December nuusber of the Home
and Foreign Record, of the Peesbyterian Church of the Lower Provinces,
contains a letter from Rev. J. Geddie, dated ¢ Sydney N. S. W., 16th
August.” Mr. Geddie mentions that great interest was excited in Austra-
lia in behalf of the New Hebrides, and that the Churches there are likely
to become emiuently missionary Churches. There were no less thau eleven
missionaries in Syduney for a few weeks. Mr. Geddie was to sail, early
after the date of this letter, in the ¢ John Williams?”

Lerrer FroM Rev. W, McCurrace.—The Rev. W. McCullagh writes
under date 27th August. He states that during the two preceding months
an epideniic had visited Aneiteum, which had carried off atleast 200 of the
population. The Islands had been visited by ¢ The Brisk,” one of Her
Majerty's Steamers. All was peaceable. In company with the com-
mander and ofticers of the steamer, Mr. McCullagh had visited the volcano
in the Island of Tanna.

———

SOUTH SEA MIiSSIONS—SAMOA.

In the December number of the Missionary Magezine of the London
Missionary Socicty, we have several cheering tokens of the progress of the
Gospel in Samoa. The missionary collections of several of tke churches
are given, and they might put to the blush many far richer churches in
more forward lands. It is proposed to send cight more Samoan teachers to
extend the newly opened mission to the N.N.W.  This mission field is be-
coming the parent of many other missions, viz. : the Luyalty Islunds, the
New Hebrides, Savage Island, Tokelan, and now the ¢ Ellice,” and
¢¢ Marshall > groups.

Genevnt Betigions  Pntliigenes.

RITUALISM AND POPERY IN THE ENGLISH CHURCH.

It is sad and painful to hear of the extent to which ritualism and po-
pery are spreading in the English Church. It is stated that there are
now in England many churches in which public worship is conducted in
such & way that & spectator could scarcely tell whether the worship was
popish or not. A letter has lately been sddressed to the Bishop of Lon-
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don, by an earnest member of the Church of England, on the worship as
conducted in the Church of St. Albans, Holborn, London. After descri-
bing tho worship, which appears to be thoroughly popish, and the preach-
ing, whick was of ti.c same character, the preacher declaring ** In a few
moments you will be brought into the presence of the Lord, in the holy
sacrament of the Eucharst; you will see Him in His own flesh and
blood,”—the writer says to the Bishop, ‘‘ At present, my lord, he would
be a reckless man who should venture to assert that the Church of Eng-
land is, in any intelligible sense of the term, the bulwark of Protestan-
tism. It is the nursery of Romanism, and it has supplied that apostate
system with some of its noblest sous, both clerical and lay. Of no other
church in Britain can this be said. I have written this letter in sorrow,
not in anger, knowing well that I am but giving utterance to the convie-
tions of thousands who have loved the services of the Church of England,
who received its baptism and confirmation, who were married within its
pale, and bad hoped to be its steadfast and loving adherents.”

THE LATE WAR IN GERMANY.

The Rev. Dr. Cairns, of Berwick, Seotland, in touching on the religious bear-
inge of the late war, at a missionary meeting, said—* The religious results to
Germany are likely to be immense and incaleulable.  For the fitst titme since the
Reformation, its publie policy falls into Protesiznt hands. It is not desirable
that Protestantism should be supported by the sword; but it is an incaleulable
blessing that the sword should prutect perfect religious equality ; and this great
result under Prussian ascendancy in Germany is secured, vot only in the Prussian
terrvitories and those confederated with them, amounting to twenty-eight millions,
but also more than ever among the eight millions of (he Southern Confederation,
and by u natural consequence the nine millions of Germans left under Austrin,
as well as the non-German Aastrian peoples,  Austria must now develop re-
ligious liberty among her awn subjects; and the result of the war has thus been
to consecrate religions freedom from the Adriatic to the Baltie, and from the
confines of Switzerland to those of Turkev. The last bulwark of intulerance and
Papal despotiem in central Burope has fallen.  The might and mastery of Roman-
3s8m a8 a cuercive tyranvieal system, long anchored by the iron or leaden gripe of
Anustrin, is at last unmoored, and fluats down the Danube a mighty wreek into the
Baltie Sea.  What Gustavus Advlphus and Bernard of Saxe- Weimar could not
achieve in the seventeenth century, is gaived in the nineteenth, and the work is
not less divine that a Frederick the Great and the two Napoleons have been em-
ployed to prepare it and help it forward. One feels as if a great iceberg had
been suddenly dissolved, or the Apacalyptic mull-stone cast into the sea. To the
upholders of anti Christian thraldom, it is aimost the hour of supieme anguish;
to its countless martyrs and vietims, that of triumph and of hope. Annther
grent result of the war is the close alliance likely to atice between Italy and Pro-
testant Germany. It is a wonderful providence that God ehould first employ a
Papal and then a Protestant Power to accomplish the liberation of Italy from the
Papal yoke. The fact that the Protestant Power comes last, with the generous
and cordial style of its support, is eminently fitted to throw the future of Italy
into his hands, and to nlievate that country more and more from Papal connec-
tions. The reaction of [talian literation on the German party in this alliance I
cannot but hope will be favourable; and vet, more of the German side on the
Ttelian.  With all the drawbacks of its rationalism in too many quarters, German
Protestantism is a mighty and asalutary power, and it may now unite with
England and America in conferring upon Italy a nobler freedom than has been
won for her by the aword of Guibaldi, or the world-shaking victories on the
Elbe. I will not touch on the bearing of the war on the ultimate religious unity
of Germany, though T expect this, eo far ae Protestant Germany s concerned
ere loug to follow its political consolidation, but will only add a word ou its ve.
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sults upon the evangelieation of Ttaly. The temporal power of the Papacy, as
if by just retribution, struck at decisively by Italian hands, is evidently doomed.
Not even France can save it; and how vast the effect will be on its spititual pre-
tensions no one cap tell. Some may have thought it possible to separate the twoe,
and regarded the adherents of the Papacy as blind to their own interests in not
attempting it. But after all they may be wiser in their generation, and therefore
we may regard the blow now dealt as all the more charged with fatal issues. No
doubt it may be long before the spirvitual Popedom expire; but it beevmes vir-
tually a new religivn; and the old bloud may not run in the new veins with
copiousness eunough to keep it very long alive. If it lose any of its old territory
—such as Italy, or France, or Austria (aud this amungst the collisions and jea-
lousies of these Powers is quite possible)—its preteusions to Catholicity will
beconie more and more untenable; and any great spiritual apustasy, foltowing on
its temporal losses, would give a shuck to its credit not easy to be 1epaired. For
this reason, as for others, we lave the mightiest arguments to eary forward the
work of evangelisation in Ituly, now so gloriously free; and in a time of great
and fundamental shaking, we may expect God to pour vut Bis Sphit mure wide-
Iy than ever before.”

ITEMS OF GENERAL RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Bisnopr CoLexso.—A decision has been given in regard to the payment
of the salary of Dr. Colenso, in favour of the Bishop. The decisiun is re-
garded by many as proceeding on grounds opposed to the views of the
Privy Council.

Tre UnioN QuestioN.—This subject still continues to engross a large
share of the time and attention of the Presbyterivs of Scotland and in
England. It is evident that by far the most of the members are in favour
of union, but different points are coming up which may occasion discussion
and delay. In England the principal question is as to the extent of the
union,—whether the united church shall be for Britain, or for Scotlund
and England separately, the United Presbyterian Church being, in general,
opposed to a separation from their brethren in Scotland, while the Euglish
Presbyterian Church and the Free Church are generally in favour of nnion
in Scotland and England separately. A large meeting of the ministers
and elders of the two churches was recently held in London, for the pur-
pose of exchanging sentiments on the subject of union.

Secessions To Roxe.—During the last three months no less than five
clergymen in full Anglic.. orders, and all belonging to the ultra High
Church School, have been formally received unto the Rumish Church.

Dr. LEE ox CoNFEssioxNs oF Faira.—In his opening lecture at Edin-
burgh, Dr. Lee delivered a characteristic 2ddress on theolugical education,
strongly condemnatory of articles and formulas, and urging their abulition.
Until this is dune, the Professor holds that ““%he christian minister must
continue to hold a false subordinate, and in a great degree, an unfluential
position.”

Tae Pore.—It is stated that there is an understanding with the King
of Italy as to the retention of Rome by the Pope. It is, however, very
doubtful whether the Romans themselves will be satisfied to be still under
the tewmpural power of the Pope, while the rest of Italy is under Victor
Emmanuel.

DrowxixNg oF THE BisHoP oF CaLcuTra.—Dr. Cotton, Bishop of Cal-
cutta, was accidentally drowned il the Ganges, while proceeding on board
a steamer at Kooshtea. Dr. Cotton was highly esteemed uot only by
those of his own church, but by others.

Case or Rev. WarTer SMiTE oF Grasgow.—For some time past the
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case of the Rev. W. Smith has been before the Preshytery of Glasgow,
He is charged with having, in certain sermons, set forth views opposed to
thuse of the Confession of Faith, on the subject of the decalogue, and the
authority of the Old Testament. The Presbytery of Glasgow, by a ma-
Jority, adopted a report, which specifies and condemns the views referred
to. Against this finding & number of members, including some of the
Theological Professurs, have appealed to the Synod. The case may likely
come before the Supreme Court.

THE SoUvTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES,.~The
General Asscmbly of the Southern Church in the United States met a short
time ago at Mewmphis. Various measures were adopted for the carrying
on o' their ecclesinstical work. A number of resolutions were adupted with
reference to the coloured population, which however deprecate the idea
of separation between the white and coloured population in regard to
church organization, and make no arrangements for ehurches for the freed-
men. The Preshyferian has an article condemnatory of the course of the
Assembly, which, it observes, has been guilty of a notable blunder.

Home Beclesiastical Intelligence.

—

MonTrEAL, ST. JosepH STREET.—The Rev. A. Young, of English
River, has accepted the call of the congregation of St. Joseph Street
Church, Montreal.

Faunnam, C. E —The Rev. W. Scott, has declined the call of the
congregation of Farnham.

Canis.—The congregation of Berlin, have united in a call to the Rev.
Mr. Cummings ; The congregation of Mitchell, to the Rev. J. W. Mitchell ;
the congregation of 4llan Settlement, Madoe, to Rev. W. Reeve.

Prsuiner Bast.—The Rev. K. McDongld of East Puslinch was lately
waited upon by a deputation of his congregation, who presented him with
an address expressive of their appreciation of his services, and a purse
containing about £140.

CrintoN.-—The people of Clinton during the past summer having pur-
chased a suitable site, built a commodivus manse, which the Pastor and
his family entered on the last day of November. On the following evening
2 mumber of the congregation and other friends visited the manse, bringing
with them a laree number of useful and vuluable articles for the family.
The cougregation of Clinton have always been distinguished for their lib-
erality and punctuality in the matter of stipend.

NAPANEE.—On the evening of the last Wednesday in November a pleas-
ant soiree was held at Napanee. Dr. Holden occupied the chair, and the
principal speakers wore Prof. Mowat of Queen’s college ; Rev. A, Wilson,
Kingston ; and the Rev.J. McMechan, Picton. The speeches were ap-
propriate and interesting, and the proceedings, including the music, were
of & very pleasing kind.

In the course of the evening it was mentioned that there was, on the
Presbyterian Church, & debt of sixteen hundred dolars not provided for,
and it was suggested by one of the speakers that this would be agood time
o try to pay iboff. A subscription was started, and we are happy to say
that in a short time nine hundred and twenty-three dollars were subseribed,
aud since that evening two hundred and seventy-three dollars were added.
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The sale of tickets amounted to about sixty-seven dollars, so the financial
proceeds may be stated at twelve hundred and sixty-three dollars,

We heartily congratulate Mr. Scott and our friends at Napanee on the
success thus realized.

WALKERTON AND THE MISSIONARY ScHEMES oF THE CHURCH.—As it
may be interesting to our backwucd congregations to know what others
are doing, we give the results of the above church, under the Rev, R. C.
Moffat, for the last four years. During these years an excellent manse has
been built, the church debt has been paid off, and now the payment of an
addition is in progress. The following plans have boen vried during the
past nine years: First, collections on Sabbath according to Synod’s ap-
pointments, but this plan depends on too many coutingencies to be grently
successful ; second, quarterly gatherings by collectors, but this involves
too much labour in widely scattered fields; third, a Mission box placed
monthly at the church door, but this was sometimes forgotten ; fourth,
envelopes placed on the first Sabbath of each month in the pews. By the
envelopes every man has the option of giving monthly, quarterly or yearly.

The collection for 1866 would have been considerably more, but it was
resolved that the February one should be given instead of & soiree, and a
very vespectable one was the result.

1863 By Missionary Box ...... PPN 420 54
1864 By Envelopes....... crereresieatererareee Creveneree 85 83
1865 do ... re e ieeeieesietieatesre e 64 13

1866 do eesersresnerenrees rreeeernans oo eeres T4 66

But while our people increase in liberality, let them increasingly re-
member the divine word, *‘ My son give me thine heart.”

WALLACEBURGH.—ADN appeal has recently been made to the congrega-
tions in the bounds of the Presbytery of London in behalf of the Church
at Wallaceburgh, Wallaceburgh is one of the oldest settlements of the
West, but, from a variety of causes, Presbyterianism has not made the
progress that might have been expected. A church was built some years
ago, but it was burdened with debt, for which two members of the con-
gregation were held responsible. The appeal, which is from the pen of
the Rev, F. Kemp, sets forth strongly all the facts of the case. We trust
that a Learty response will be the result, and that a fresh impulse will be
given to the cause in Wallaceburgh,

St. Marys.—Rev. R. Hall. —The congregation of St. Mary’s, in con-
sideration of their high vespect for the Rev. R. Hall, and of the many im-
portant services rendered by him to the congregation, particularly during
their vacancy, recently presented him with a pocket-book containing $113
The gift was accompanied with an address, to which Mr. Hall made an
appropriate reply.

Bay Srreer, Torownro.-—The annual soiree of the congregation was
held on the evening of Wednesday, 19th inst, Dr. Jennings presided, and
was surrounded by most of the ministers of the city, and other brethren.
All were delighted to see the pastor so much improved in health since his
return from Europe. Inthe course of the evening, Mr. W. Burns, stu-
dent who had officiated for Dr. Jennings in hisabsence, was presented with
a valuable gold watch and chain, as a token of the feclings of atiection and
respect entertained for him by the congregation.

Cooxe’s CHUROE, TomronTo.—This Church, after being painted and
renovated, was re-opened for public worship on Sabbath 9th ult., when
sermons were preached by the Rev. Dr. Ormiston and Rev. Dr. R. F.
Burns. The collectiuns on the Sabbath, with the proceeds of a soiree on
the Monday evening amounted to nearly $300. The alterations and im-
provements in the church amounted to nearly $1000.
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Roucky Savuern.—The Iadies of the congregation at Rocky Saugeen
have presented the cougregation with a set of communion vessels and
tokens, also with pulpit Bibles, Gaelic and English.

Prespyrony or GuutpH—GurMANY MisstoN.—We rejoice to hear of
the success of the work undertaken by the Presbytery of Guelph among
the German population. The Rev. H. Leutzinger has been invited to
minister to a large and respectable congregation in Berlin, and is to be
ordamed by the Presbytery, that he may be the better fitted for labouring
efliciently and suceessfully in his interesting field.

ST. AxN’s, GAINSBORO.—A pleasant social meeting of the congregation
was held at the manse at St. Ann's, on the 22nd wlt., for the purpose of
manifesting respect to the excellent minister, Rev. J. Malcolm, and
giving some substantial expressions of their respect and attachment, in the
shape of money and various articles to add to the comfort of the new and
commodions manse. The Rev. Dr. Burus, of St. Catharines, Squire
Secord, Caplain Upper and the pastor of the congregation, delivered
appropriate addresses. The evening was spent 1n a very pleasant manner,
and the whole proceedings showed the happy feelings existing between
pastor and people.

PrMBroKE.—~—On the Tth ult. a soiree was held in the Presbyterian
church, Pembroke, for the purpose of raising funds to assist in defraying
the necessary expenses connected with the enlargement of the church,
The Rev. W. Aitken, of Smith’s Falls, the pastor of the congregation,
the Rev. J. McEwen, with some friends of other churches, delivered
appropriate addresses,  The sum of upwards of §60 was realized.

Pirri.—We noticed in our last number the ordination of the Rev.
W. M. Roger, as Pastor of the congregation in"Perth. The Rev. Messrs.
Moore, of Ottawa, Aitken, of Smith’s Falls, McKenzie, of Almoute, Fraser,
of White Lake, with Rev. J. M. Roger, of Peterboro, father of the young
pastor, aud Rev. W. Bain, of St. Audvew’s Church, Perth, were preseut,
and took part in the proceedings. A social meeting of the congregation
touk pluce in the evening, the proceedings of which were highly interest-
ing. My, Roger euters ou lus work with the best wishes of his congrega-
tion.

THE STATE OF RELIGION.
To the Editor of the Record :

Sir.—Allow me to avail myself of your pages to intimate that a copy
of the following circular, addressed to each Minister of the Church, whose
name stands upon the last Synod roll, was mailed in Guelph on Ist.
December last.  Should any of these fail to reach its destination, the Con-
vener of the Comnittee on the State of Religion would respectfully request
either that use be made of this reprint, or that he be applied to for a fresh
copy. He would feel obliged to Clerks of Presbyteries if they would fur-
nish him with the address of an Elder, in each vacant congregation, as he
pussesses no means of knowing this, and the Committee are desirous that the
replies should be as full as possible,—thas not a singlecongregation should be
omitted. May he repeat the request that these replies be forwarded by
1st February next, and suggest to Presbytery Clerks that they call the at-
tention to it at some meeting of Presbytery, either shortly before or shortly
after the date named ?

I am, dear Sir,
Yours truly,
ROBERT TORRANCE.
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Rev. Dear Sik :—The Committee on the State of Religion, appointed
by the Synud of the Canada Fresbyterian Clurch, at their mecting in June
last, have instructed me to send you the fulluwing questions, with the re-
quest that you submit them to your Kirk Session at an early day, ang »e-
turn me their answers to the same by 1st Feb., 1867, signed by yourself
as Moderator, and by your Sessicn Clerk.

1. Do the members and adherents of the congregation regularly at-
tend the stated ordinances of Divine Worship ?

2. Have you anything interesting to report regarding the gathering
in of the careless, and the edification of believers, during the past year?

3. Are there any hopeful indications in commection with Prayer
Meetings, Bible Class, and Sabbath School in your congregation ?

4. Isyour congregation divided into districts for the convenience of
the Elders in visiting, and are the Elders fauithful in discharging this de-
partment of their duty ?

5. What is the state of Family Religion, as ascertained throuzh the
official labours of the Pastor and Elders ?

6. Arc there any forms of vice specially apparent and prevaleut in the
neighbourhood ?

7. Have you any remarks to offer on the state of religion generally in
your locality.

Iremain, Rev. dear Sir,
Yours truly,
ROBERT TO?RANCE.

Guzeres, December, 1866

PROCEEDINGS OF PRESBYTERIES.

'

PrespyTERY OF Strarrorn.—This 'resbytery met at Stratford on the 27th
November. A call from the congregation of Biddulph and Fish Creek, signed
by 99 members and 62 adhevents, to Mr Allan Findlay, was sustained and pre-
sented to Mr. Findlay and accepted by him.

Mr. David Beattie's resigoation of the pastoral charge of the congiegation of
Morniugton was accepted, and Mr. James Boyd was appointed Mod: rator al in-
terim of the Church Session, wnd to preach tu the congregation on the 2nd inst,
and declare the church vacant.  The congregation of Kunox's Cliureh. Mitehell,
having petitioned for the moderation of a call to u minister, Mr. John Fothe:-
ingham was appointed to preach at Mitchell on the 11th December and to Mod-
erate in a call Mr. Thomas Lowry accepted a call from the congregation of
Wellington Street. Brantford, the Presbytery agreed to his translation and ap-
pointed Moderator ad interim of the Church Session.
pointed Mr. Robert Renwick to preach at West’s Corners and Gambie settlement
and to declare the chureh vacant ou the 23rd inst. Mr Renwick was also ap-

The Presbytery adjourned to meet at Stratford on the third Tuesday of January,
at 11 o'clock, a.m.

WiLLrax Doax, Preskytery Clerk.,

THE LATE REV. JAMES BAIKIE.

We have to record the removal, since our last issue, of a young
labourer in the Lord’s vineyard, who, after scarcely a ycar’s work, has
Leen called to his rest and his reward.  We refer to the Rev. James Bai-
kie, minister of the West Chureh, Toronto. Mr. Baikie was a native of
Wick, in the north of Scutland, but came with his family to this country,
while still at an early age. His mind was early stored with religious
truth, and his heart appears to have been early impressed with a love of
the truth, and of Him who is pre-eminently t1ie TrRutn. He, at a com-
paratively early age, contemplated entering the ministry, but for some
years the state of his health forbade his giving himself to study. He was
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ongaged as a teacher in soveral places—for some time at Preston, and after-
warda at Galt, where he held tge honourable and useful position of Head
Master of the Central School. As a teacher, Mr. Baikie was very highly
esteemed both by pupils and_their parents. = His own mind was well cul-
tivated, and he was methodical, industrious, and energetic. While at
Gult, ho enjoyed the privilege of attending the ministry of the late Dr.
Bayme, a privilege which he highly valued, and which no doubt was the
means of confirming and maturing his religious and spiritual character.

His health having improved, he resolved to carry out his early-formed
purpose of studying for the ministry, and accordingly entered Knox Col-
lege in October, 1862. Having passed through the Theological curricu-
lum, with credit to himself and satisfaction to his Professors, he was
licensed by the Presbytery of Toronto to preach the gospel in the summer
of 1865, and shortly afterwards received and accepted a very cordial call
from the congregation of Wost Church, Teronto. He was sottled as the
firet minister of that congregation on the 12th September, 1865. Imme-
diately after bis induction he began to cultivate, with the conscientious-
ness and assiduity characteristic of him, the new field committed to his
care ; and ib soon became apparent that his labours were fot in vain,
The congregation, somewhat discouraged by disappointments previously
experienced, soon inereased, families were visited, a bible-class formed,
and not a few were added to the membership of the church. Everything
pointed to a long ministry of usefulness and happiness. He was highly
csteemed as o Preacher. The people were contemplating the enlargement
of the church., All the arrangements were made for a social meeting of
the congregation, to celebrate the anniversary of his settlement among
them. But God was pleased to cut short the work of his servant, and to
break the tie between minister and people. In the month of September,
shortly after returning frow a visit to friends at Galt, and elsewhere, he
began to suffer from dropsy. Everything was done that skill and kind-
ness could do ; but, although he was for most of the time cheerful and
hopeful, there was no decided alleviation of his disease. He occasionally
suffored severely, but was enabled patiently and believingly to look to the
Saviour. He died on the evening of Sabbath, 9th Dec., and on the fol-
lowing Wednesday his remains were removed to Galt for burial, followed
to the Railway station by the brethren in Toronto, the professors of Knox
College, the students, and a large number of the congregation, and other
friends. Appropriate sermons were preached on the following Sabbath,
in the West Church, by Rev. Dr. Burns, and Rev. J. M. King. M.
Baikie, who died at the early age of 37, left a widow (danghter of M. C.
Lutz, Bsquire, Galt) and oune young daughter, who have lost in him a
most affectionate husband and father. May God’s promises be fulfilled
in regard to them. May He be a husband to the widow, and a father to
the fatherless.

Our brother’s death speaks loudly to us all—~to the old and to the
young. ‘“The judye standoth at the door.” At such an hour as we
think not, the Son of Man may come. Before we have well begun to
carry out our plans, the call may come, *“Give an account of thy stew-
ardship.” DMay we be all found earnestly and devotedly serving God in
our day and generation.

‘We deeply sympathize with the congregation deprived so unexpectadly
of an able, active, aud affoctionate pastor. We trust that thoy may expe-
rience the special care and oversight of the Chief Shepherd, and that, in
His good time, they ere long be blessed with another faithful servant of
God, to break unto them the bread of life,
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Gorrespondencs.

THINGS TO BE CONSIDERED.

Mr. EpiTor.—Bear with me for a little in drawing the attention of
the Church to the three followiug subjects greatly aftecting its welfare :(—

1. Whilst the late Sabbath School Convention, held at Moutreal,
pleased me in sowe respects, I felt that the resultant religious training
would be of a frothy description. It then occurred to me that one held
by our Church, oceasionally, would be very beneficial. Or, were a day
set apart by the Synod, aunnally, for discussing subjects affecting the re-
ligious training of our young people, it would, perhaps, produce more
abundant fruit than any other for the welfare of the Church and the glory
of God. Would not this be carrying out, in its highest sense, our Lord’s
command and reproof : ¢ Sutfer little children to come unto Me, and for-
bid them not, for such is tho Kingdom of Heaven ?”

2. The practice of clerica  begging, over the country, for church-build-
ing, or wiping debt away, [ lcok upon as tending to diminish the giving
power of our people. 1t is detrimental to the liberality of the congrega-
tions thewmselves ; it destroys the sense of duty to aid the weak, in the
willing and the wealthy beyond them. 1 cauno® understand how anyone
can bring himself down to do it. I have often worked with my own
hands—and I reckon that no disgrace—but T would never put wmyself in
the power of anyoue, to give me the cold shonlder, or hand over a smail
sum as a charity, or as an apology to gut rid of au unweicome visitor,
Let the Synod discourage this as much as pussible.  On the other haud,
when any desecving case oceurs, let it place its imprimatur thereon, and
the struggling congregation would be casily and instantly velicved.  Were
the wealth of our church properly farmed, it would yicld a harvest sufti-
cient to build all the churches and manses reguired, as the cuses arose ;
and our beloved Zion wouid soon cast its shadows athwart the whole of
this extensive land.

3. Our chuich ought to be, and is not sufficiently, aggressive. Tt is los-
ing ground, yearly, in new fields, hecause it does nat follow up its people
with suflicient enerey. It wants both the men and the means to do so ;
but I am sure these would be forthcoming were it fully alive to 1his duty.
Some other churches often succeed where they have scaredly a foot-hold
to cummence on, and ours hangs back when the people are not sufficiently
numerous or wealthy to support the gospel amoug themselves.  Let me
draw your attention to my own wide field, in which I take the deepest in-
terest. 1t calls loudly on the church, *“ Come in and help us;” and T
believe it is not an exceptional case. I would kecep eternal silence on the
subject could I travel on angel’s wings—did I possess a kind of ubiquity—
or had I suflficient means o send in labourers to reap down the harvest.
By God’s blessing, in little more than nine years, ina ficld nearly lost to the
charch, the Sabbath scholars have increased from mnine to 300 ; church
mewmbership has been more than tripled, 4 churches have been built, one
of them now being enlarged for the third time, and last spring I handed
over to the Preshytery a portion of my charge, w th a church free of debt,
to form a second congregation, with the prowise of assisting it to support
a minister for 3 years. I asked and obtained, from time to time, 5 stu-
dents and preachers, in whose favour I remitted, annually, $160 of my
salary. 1 have yearly called on my people to coutribute for building pur-
poses, and as regularly cancclled their indebtedness to me ou this ac-
count. I give one tenth of my income from all sources for the cause of
Christ ; and, were I to reckon the deficit, it would amount to one third,
Had I been strict in demanding my own salary in full, no second charge
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would ever have been formed, or perhaps church built ; but, by doing so,
the number of families and the giving power of the people have been
doubled to the church. The churches are not finished, one not even plas-
tered yet, and the sufferings through which I have passed, from long
journies, wretched places of worship, and heat and cold, fow can form any
conception of.  But I would socner endure than beg.

Besides my charge proper, I formed a station oun the borders of Hun-
gerford, that the Kirk has appropriated, becauge we could not get supply
for it ; 2 in Huntingdon, ten miles south, representing 30 families, and 3
in Marmora, 20 miles west, representing about the same number. My
Elder and Catechist, Mr. Campbell, has laboured very acceptably in these
stations for years, and his labours have not been sufliciently appreciated
or remunerated. The giving power of this field is from §80 to §100
yearly. On the Hastings Road, 30:niles north; there are 2 stations, re-
presenting over 20 families, and their giving power is $100 yearly. 20
miles north of these, there might be other 2 stations formed, as there are
over 30 Presbyterian families in that region. At our last meeting of
Presbytery, I presented a petition from Flinton, 22 north-east, praying
for the preaching of the gospel, with 25 names appended to it. My regu-
lar pastoral visitations necessitate my traveliing 500 miles; and, when I
go out to preach amony vur neglected brethren, it is no uncommon thing
to travel 250 wiles, over the roughest roads, in a fortnighs, preach 6 or 8
times, and do my regular work hesides, including every duty from the
minister to the beadle ; and all this has been done without fee or reward
of any kind. My health has greatly suffered from such unremitting
teials. I ask no sympathy, 1 ask uo remuneration, but I ask the church
tostep in and take possession. The Allan settlement needs a pastor ;
Hastings Ruad ai ordained missionary ; Marmora Road a catechist ; and
Kaladar Road the sune, that the work may be anything like overtaken.
The people are impoverished and degraded, and can do little for the sup-
port of the gospel fur years. The country i< not well suited for agricul-
ture. Educated men, well acquainted with the Bible, and capable of
grappling with hydra-headed error and vice, are required. Now, could
not some of our wealthier churches, or merchants, take up the matter?
Here is ample scope for their liberality, and where it could be bestowed

.to permanent advantage. The churel’s cords would be greatly lengih-
ened, and her stukes strengthened by this means; and its numbers and
giving puwer greatly augmented. And I might yet rejoice in seeing a
new Preshytery embracing these baek regions. ¢ The Lord hasten it in
his time.”

D. WisHART.

In a subsequent letter received from Mr. Wishart he refers to the gold
discovery in Aladoc, and the rush of population likely to take place.
Most of the gold seckers may be non-churchgoers, still the gospel ought
to be offered to them. Mv. Wishart says : ¢“ There can be no doubt that
gold will be fuuud in the Marmora Road, west of us, and in the Kaladar
Road, east of us. There should, therefore, at least be a catechist for
Marmora, and Mr. Campbell would do there, another would be necessary
for the Kaladwr Road. And an ordained missionary for the Hastings
Road, because the last will have the principal rush. The two last the
church would reguire to provide, and the last would need to be a man of
some force of character. St. Paul’s church in Madoc, 6 miles N. W,
is in the centre of the present discovery. I may require to confine ory
attention wholly to the village next summer. In that case I would form
another charge at ouce of St. Paul’s.  So you see both money and men
will be needed for this region.
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A FEW PLAIN WORDS ON PLAIN PREACHING.

The writer of the following communication has been known to us for
considerably more than a quarter of a century.  We believe him to be as
devoted a member and office-bearer, as we have within the bounds of the
cliwrch. The following reasons induce us to publish his commuunication.
(1) We believe him to be actuated by no personal w tive, but by a sincere
desire to do good : (2) It is right that ministers shonld semetitmes hear
tlie honest thoughts and feelinzss of heavers : (3) The views of the writer,
although somewhat quaintly and perhaps strongly expressed, are worthy
of being pondered by all who are called upon to preach the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ.—EbI1ToR.

To the Editor of the Record :

I wish to address a word to the Presbyterian ministers of Canada, not
to the whole of themy, fur fruom i, but to all those that malke a boast of
their multiplicity of words and speak so fast, that it is hard to understand
what they say. This is very uunprofitable, and unedifying to pour souls
on our way to eternity, and not knowing low soun we must enter.
Sometimes they speak tov high, and sometimes too low, so that we can
make nothing of it, but only hear the sound, and you know if the pipe or
harp make no distiuction in the sounds, how shall it be known what is
piped or harped. You know, also, that the people’s preparation for war
depeuds upon the sound of the trumpet, for if the trumpet give an uncer-
tain sound, who shall prepare himself for the battle ! So likewise you,
except you utter by the tungue words easy to be understood, how shall it
be known what is spoken ? for ye shall speak unto the air.  Therefore, if
I know not the meauning of the voice, I shall be unto tum that speaketh a
barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.  Paul had
rather speak five words in order to teach others, than ten thousund words
in an unknown tongue, Ist Cor. xiv. 6. You cannot blame us for not
dancing to your piping, when we do not understand the tune, Mat. xi. 7.

I wish I may be wrong in what I am going to say, but I fear that some
do not care whether we understand or not. If they will repeat a certain
asmount of words, and that tluently, they will be called smart preachers.
In that case they have their reward, only from some, bit aot from the
most serious, for they are not nourished, nor edified ; and very few
brought to light through such teaching. Some too, I am sorry to say,
do only run on the surface of the ground, instead of digging deep, which
is more likely to mect the precious metal, and that is what this poor and
sleepy generation stand in ueed of, to find the hungry, and rouse up the
carcless and unconverted, to fall in love with the prize, the one thing
needful.

I compare some preachers to a foolish, ignorant, and carecless hunter,
that goes out to the field with his gun, and begins to fire away, and
fire away without ceasing, paying no regard to the result, or whether
he killed any game or not, but making 2 boast of the numnber of shots he
has discharged in such a short time. Whereas, on the other hand, the
good and wise hunter considers his ammunition too precious to lavish
1t away so carelessly as that. Ho looks anxiously after every shot for the
fruit of his labour, and is sorry for every shot that will be fired in vain.
Then the consequence will be, he will come home, bringing his weighty
spoils with him, when the other is coming home empty. May the Lord
graut to fit and prepare labourers for his own harvest, and enable them,
as He did his apostles of old, to preach the gospel tu every creature. We
Lave great need of such men in our day, to let us know our lost and
miserable state by nature and practice,—how we lost the image and
favour of God in the first Adam, and then direct and recommend us to
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the second Adam, who is able and willing to save to the ntiermast, ail
those (not the righteous, but the lost) that will come to God through
him ; that is, in through the gate at the head of the way, not by any
by-path, nor any green, or crocked lane of our own choosing, for we can
uever enter the celestial city that way. That it may please the Lord to
pour down the spirit of grace and supplication, on both ministers and
hearers, to cuable them to perform their respective duties to the elory of
God, and the good of poor souls, and to be the means in the hand of the
Spirit, to bring sinners from darvkness unto light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, is the prayer of your unworthy servant.
JOHN MUNRO.

Grafton, 20th November, 1866.

P.S.—Any one that will take this to himself, is the very one I address.
But, I may be wrong in this, for it is often the case that the most guilty
is the most stubborn to believe and see his fault and error. But the
object of thisis to insist that the preachers of the Gospel endeavour to
make their discourses as plain as possible, short and fruitful, for we are by
nature deaf as an adder, blind as a mole, and our understanding as dark
as pitch ; therefore, it would be well that you would stir up the gift that
is in you, and look to Him for the blessing, and make yourselves (like
Paul) all things to all men in order to be the means of saving some.

THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATICN AT PHILADELPHIA.

To the Editor of the Record.

Dear Sir,—With your kind leave I wish again to call attention to these
valuable publ.cations, which, besides all their otber merits, are specially fitted
to give Presbyterians an abundant acquaintance with the Gospel truths which
they profess, and concerning which they should be able to Hffer good reasous
for their belief. An examination of the Catalogue, particularty the descriptive
series, a volume of 82 pages, will fully show this. The books are arranged in
three divisions; ist. The Ministerial Library, books highly useful to Ministers,
80 volumes, besides a good many serviceable to Ministers. The 2nd division, or
Congregational Library, books very suitable for a Library which should be in
every Gougregation, of these there are 800 volumes. 3rd. The Sabbath School
Library, of which there are 420 vols, all select books, marked by chaste com-
position, interesting narrative, and decided religious teaching. From these
purchases can be made, from & few to the whole. There is a varicty of other
requisites for Sabbath Schooie. Cateclrisms, Question books, hymnug, music, &c;
and the Ssbbath School Visitor, & manthly paper, not surpassed by any thing of
the kind. The terms for supplying it will be found on the cover of the Record.

On the whole there are 800 volumes, besides 282 valuable tracts, many of
them treatises, which fill twelve volumes. An eminent minister of Scotland
to whom I had seat & catalogue of the publications, in writing to me lately,
gays, ¢ it were much to be desired that we had such a rich collection of Pres-
byterian literature.” We in Canada have it in our own power, ou liberal terms,
to avail ourselves of this collection. I can testify that the Board at Philadelphia
bas acted very generously towards us as Christian brethren, and they are well
entitled to some substantial return from us At any rate our ministers, con-
gregations, and Sabbath Schools should patronize their publications, and in
doing so the real gain is on our side.

I may beg to add that according to the present prices of books, those of the
Board will be found to be cumpsaratively cheap, v-hen reduced, as is done, from
American prices to Canadian value, without leaving any margin for profit, and,
moreover, all the necessary expenses of colportage are sunk. The great object
is to diffuse that scriptural knowledge, without which it is not well with the
soul. To ministers in purchasing for themselves and their families, the books
are cheap indeed, 83 a discount of 20 per cent. is taken off, thas making the
cost of them not far from one balf of the catalogue prices, Whatever orders
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nity come to me I will be bappy to fill as speedily as possible. Catalogues will
be cheerfully sent to all applying for them, and the descriptive catalogue in &
volume will be mailed to any minister, on remiiting to me 14 cents for the
postage  Also single books can be transmitted through the Post office, postage
1 cent per 0z.

The above statement is respectfully submitted to ministers, Sabbath School
Superintendents, Teachers, &e.

Lonvoy, C.W. AxDREVW KENNEDT,
December 1st, 1866. Agent for the Bourd in Canadua.

Gortier for the Youny,

A TRUE STORY OF NEW ZEAL.AND.

The following story was related by a scaman to the Rev. Jobr S. C. Abbotts
of America i—

Many years ago, when New Zealand was a land of uninterrupted heathenism,
the ship in which I was a common sailor dropped anchor at a cautious distance
from the shore, in one of the harbours of th:t island. We had been months upon
the ocean without seeing any land. And swhen the sublime mountains and
luxuriant valleys of that magnificent isle rose from the wide waste of waters
before us, it was difficult tu realize that we were not approacking some region
of fairy enchantment. We soon, however, found that we were still in this world
of sin and woe, for it so bappened that there was a terrible fight between two
war parties of the natives raging at the very hour in which we entered the lovely
bay. From the deck of our ship we witnessed with awe the whole revolting
scene—the fierce assault, the bloody carnage, the infuriated shricks, the demoniac
attitudes of those maddencd savages, as they fell upon each other with o degree
of fury which seemed worse than human. Often we saw the Leavy club of the
New Zealand savage fall upon the head of his antagonist, and as he fell lifeless
to the ground, his head was beaten by reiterated blows till exhaustion satiated
fury. This awful scene of savage life, as beheld {rom the deck of our ship, im-
pressed even us unthinking sailors with emotiuns of deepest melancholy.

In consequence of the war, or some other cause, nc canoe from the shore ap-
proached our ship. As we were entirely destitute of wood, the captain sent a
hoat's crew, with many cautions as to safety, to the opposite side of the barl.our
to collect some fuel. I was sent with this party. We landed upon a beautiful
beach, upon which a beary surf was rolling. The savage sceme we had just
witnessed so filled us with terror, that we were ever: moment apprehens.ve that
a party of cannibals would fall upon us and destroy us. After gathering wood
for some time we returned to the boat, and found to cur dismay that the surf
rolling in upon the bheach had so increased, that it was impossible to launch the
toat. The sun was just setting behind angry clouds which betokened a rising
storm  The crested waves were rolling in more and more heavily from the
veean. A dark night was coming on ; and savage warriurs, their hands actually
dripping with blood, were everywhere around. We were all silent. No one
was willing to speak of bis fears, and yet no one could conceal them.

Before we left the ship, the captain bad informed us that an English mission-
ary had erected his hut about two miles from the place where we were to land.
The captain had visited him about two years before in his solitary home, and it
was then very uncertain whether he would be able to continue in his post of
danger. We immediately resolved to endeavour to find the missivnary, and to
seek such protection as he could afford us for the night.

Increasing masses of clouds rolled up and spread over the sky; and as we
groped our way through the deep and tangled forest, darkness, like that of
Egypt, enveloped us. After wandering about, we hardly kuew where, for some
time, we heard the loud shouts of savages either in conflict or revelry. Cau-
tiously we approached the sounds, till we beheld a large party gathered around
their fires, with the hidcous trophies of their recent battle, and exulting over
their recent victory. We thoughtdt wiso to keep ag far from them as possible,
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and again turned from the light of their fire into the dark forest, where we conld
hardly see an arm’s length before us. We at fength came upon & little path,
and slowly fullowing 1t, stambling in the darkness over rocks and roots of trees,
we came in view of the twinkling light of a jamp I, with another one of the
party, was sent forward to reconnoitre.  We soou found that the light proceeded
from a hut, but whether from the night-fire of a savage New Zealander, or from
the light of the Christian missionary, we knew not; and few can imagine the
anxiety with which we cantiously moved along to ascertain how the fact might
be. Our hopes were greatly revived by the sight of a glazed window. And
when theough that window we saw & man in the garb of civilised life, with hig
wife and onc child. kneeling in t *eir evening prayers, our joy knew no bounds.
Waiting a few moments till the p.ayer was closed. we entered the door, and
though the surprise of the inmates was very great in secing two white sailors
enler their dwelling we were most hospitably received. The missionary imme-
diately lighted his lantern, and proceeding with us, led the rest of our party to
his humble abode, We all slept upon his floor for the night  Weary, howerver,
us I was, [ found but little rest. I thonght of my quiet New England home,
from which I had been absent but a: w months. [ thought of my mother, and
ber anxiety for her sailor-boy in this his first voyage. The scene was indeed
novel one to me  The swelling winds of the tempestuous night, the wild scenes
of man and nature all around us, the vivid image of the bloody conflict, with
the remembrance of its hideous and fiend-like outeries, all united so to impress
my spliit. that I found but little repose. My companions, however, perbaps
-more accustomed to danger, and perhaps less addicted to thought, were soon
soundly asleep.

Early in the morning a party of warriors came to the missionary’s hut in
search of us, having <omehow ascertrined that a boat's crew were on the shore.
The missionery and his wife, both in countenance and manner, manifested the
deepest anxiety for our safety. The savages were imperious and rude, and it
seemed to me then, that nothing but the restraining power of God preserved
this family uninjured, in the midst of such cruel and treacherous men. While
they had been somewhat subdued in gpirit by the kindness. the meckness, and
the utter helplessness of the missionary's famly, they considered us sailors fair
game for plunder and abuse. By the most earnest solicitations on the part of
the misslvnary they were induced to spare us. The missionary accompanied us
to our buat, and we had for our retinue a troop of rioting and carousing savages,
brandishing their heavy war clubs over our heads to convince us that we were
in their power. A walk of two miles conducted us to the beach. 1t was a fear-
ful walk, and the watchful anxiety of our friend proved that he considered our
danger to be great  When we arrived at the beach, some of the natives maai-
fested great reluctance to let us go. Some took hold of our boat to draw it
farther wpon the land, while they seemed to be earnestly arguing with the rest
upon the fully of permitting our escape. At length, however. they yielded to
the remonstrances of the missionary, and aided us in launching our boat through
the now subsiding surf.

As we rowed from the shore, and I looked back upon that devoted man stand-
ing upon the beach in the midst of these rude savages, and thought of his retorn
to his solitary home, and of the days, weeks, and months be must there pass in
thankless Iabours, I thought that his lot was, in & worldly point of view, one of
the hardest [ had ever known ; and I wondered that any man could be so hard-
hearted as to speak in terms of reproach, and point the finger of scorn towards
the Christiszn missionary.

In my last voyage, about two years ago, I again entered this same barbour.
It is now called the Bay of Islands, and is one of the most beauntiful places in
natural scenery on the surface of the globe. I could hardly credit my eyes as I
laoked out upon & handsome and thrifty town, with many dwellings indicative
of wealth and elegance. There were churches of tasteful architecture, and
school children with their slates and books. And there werz to be seen New
Zealand families dwelling in cheerful parlours, sanctified by morning prayers
and eveping bymns. The untiring labours of the missionary had, through God's
blessing, created a new world ; and the emotions of deep compassion with which
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T had regarded him, when we left him on the beach alone with the savages were
transformed into sentiments of admiration, and almust envy, in view of his
achievements. All other labours seemed trivial compared with his.  And then
I felt, and still feel that if any man can lie down with juy upon a dying bed. it
is he who can look back upon a life successfully devoted to raising & savage
people to the comforts, refinements, and virtues of a Chiistian life.—T'ruct
Magazine.

Notices of Publications.

The Church of Rome the Enemy of the Holy Virgin and of Jesis Christ.
Stratford. 1366.

This is a translation from the French, of a pamphlet, by the Rev. Mr. Chiniquy,
of St. Anue, Illinois, published in Chicago in 1863

The translation, which is by Miss McPherson, of Stratford, seems to be well
and carefully executed, and to respect very faitbfully the obligations which we
are accustomred to impose upon translators. We trust that Miss McPherson
will be encouraged by her success in the present case, in any greater and more
protracted literary labours in which she may be called to engage.

The object of Mr. Chiniquy's pamplilet is to shew that the Church of Rome,
and not the Protestant Church, is the real enemy of the “ Holy Virgin,” as well
ag of the Saviour himself. The Church of Rome not ounly wishes to give the
Virgin a position which she would decline to teke, but from which she would
have shrunk back with horror—a posttion which she could not take without
the greatest impiety.

Mr. Chiniquy, in a very interesting and lively exposition of certain sectiong
of Scripture, shews the Romanist that the Saviour Himself possessed, in an
infinite degree, those qualities of tenderness and compassion which the Virgin
has been made to represent, and on account of which ler in ercession bas been
so gre tly valued. Convince the Romanist of this and the roots of his bad
and seductive system, as Mr. C. believes, are entirely cut. This argument—
the principle of which will be found in Robertson, of Brighton, though we
believe Mr. C. is not indebted to any one fur it—is earnestly aud very beauti-
fully developed.

The pamphlet concludes by giving specimens from & buok much read by
Roman Catholics—* The glories of Mary "—of the ¢ fearful blasphemies of the
Church of Rome in regard to the Holy Virgin and Jesus Christ.” It is worse
than chaff on which the poor Romanist i3 asked to feed—it is poison.

How devoutly thankful should we be for the glorious reformation from
popery ; how faithfully should we, as the children of the reformation, maintain
the principles wkich have been vindicated for us and given us to preserve; and
how earnestly should we seck to deliver those who are still in darkness and in
servitude, from a system which must fall hefore the gospel of Christ can have
achieved its complete trivmph.

Critical and Experimental Commentary. Vol.IIl. Job—Isaisk By Rev. .9, R.
Fausset, A. M.

Glasgow : W. Collins, Sons & Co., Hamilton : D. McLellan.

Aftera considerable interval we have received another volume of this excellent
Commentary, which is in course of publication by Rev. R. Jamieson, D.D. Glasgow,
Rev. A. R. Fausset, A M. York, and Rev. D. Brown, D.D. Aberdeen. I'rom a care-
ful examination of it, it appears tobe quite equal to the other volumes pullished.
Ope great aim of the writer is to make the Word of God its own interpreter.
At the same time he has freely availed himself of all helps within his reach.
The volume on the Pentateuch is the next in the series that will be issued, and
the publisher states that it will be ready for delivery in a short time. We
believe, that when completed, this Commentary will be one of the must useful
which the English reader can possess.
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The Biblical Repertory and Princeton Review, Edited by the Rev. C. Hodge,
D.D., for October 1866.

The Qctober number of this admirable Review containg & number of able and
excellent articles. The following are their titles: 1. The Preaching for the
Times; 2 The Trinity or Redemption ; 3. The Monophysite Churches of the East;
4 Forsyw's Life of Cicero; 5 The Missionary Enterprize, in its bearing on the
cause of science and learning; 6 Ecce Homo; 7. Dr. Williams’ New Transla-
tion of the Hebrew Prophets.

The articles are all gcod We observe that the writer of the article does not
take such a fuvourable view as some have done of the work reviewed—Ecce
Homo. He speaks of it, and we think truly, as *“one more of the multiform
attempts of sceptical ingenuity to make out a Christ, without any ‘doctrine of
Christ;’ a Christianity without any doctrine of Christianity.”

Discourse on the Devil, by the Rev. David Black.—Montreal, Jokn C. Becket.

The esistence and agency of the great enemy of souls is perbaps less thought
of by christians of the present than of former times, Thej certainly engage less
attention thanare given to them in the Sacred Scriptures, We therefore weleome
the appearance of this well written and eshaustive discourse, in which are coi-
lected from Seripture the leading facts concerning the devil, and names applied
to him, his works, his wiles, the destruction of his works by Christ, and his final
doom. The practical uses of the whole doctrine respecting Satan are set forth
1 the concluding portion of the discourse, which we cordially commend to our
veaders.

We have received from Mr. McLellan, Bookseller, Hamilton. & number of pab-
lications by Messes. Carter & Bros., New York and the Publication Board of the
Presbyterian Churcli, O. S, Philadelphia. These shall reccive attention in our
next issue,
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all, §2 76; H.F, W.F,, Dundee; Rev. R. H., St. Georwe, §3 50; A, M., Mil'bank;
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Angus...eeeevesecincnnceres. 2 68 Weston, Sab. 8.............. . 400
Carluke ...oevveviieoenaann.. 1 84 |Lakeshore oo (L., 800
Burng’ Church.e....evuune.... 2 04)Ioverness......... secesaniess 16 35
SAMIR. ererearsenaaneeeaenr., 12 00|St Helen’s.coooooini i, ceree 59

Egmondville.o.vevrnnnnsna... 17 50| Lachute, Heory’s Church....... 15 0o
Beamsville..........ccovii.. 3 09
FOREIGR HMISSION, Clinton.......... PR I 7'
Streetsville ... cov0iieni.en. . $24 90| Muir Settlement .............. 2 29
Chatham, Mr. McColl’s ........ 856 00{Rev. J, Murray...cueuvu....., 2 00
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WIDOWS' FUND,

Manilla........ts seeene R
Camnington . .... P |
Vicomanton ... Cesereersssaan 0
West Branb,oovieeieeinreees 2
Tuverness ....iviiiiiinniiians 9
Warrensville.o.oooviuae... ceee 11
King .ooiivnnnn.. P
St. II(leus .................. n

. 12
w |ck ......................
Greenbank,......

Alma

Camnaock vvvviiiiinan.. PR
Melrose and Lonsdale «........
Medonte, &e. vvvivee el .o
Chatham, Wellington Street. ...
Lyn... ..... cesesesen R
St Euctache....oovvvenn..

Orand Freniere.. o..oovuean.
Denation (A. and L M. Fund)..

St. Catharines ...........
Prescott ....ou....
Spencerville.

W OO TDRW I ROWTIHTTWOTNOS W OO

44
36
o
30
3
00
40
00
00
00
70
00
00
0v
60
00
00
00
00
00
28
00
50

Ayr, Knex's, .19 32
Woodstock, Drskme Chul ch.... 00
Wardsville......cvvues P 02
Dumblane ...oiiiiieanianinns 20
Brucefield coviviiiaiiananins 25
Kenyon ........ Ceeeeeiiiaaae 00
Meaford . 64
Gnuwllle S tesacsranecannas 16
Thornbury ... Cevereaaaen . 30
Dunnville, coveeennns [ 65
N, Cayugite coeeenn. vennnnn . 100
Elora (Mr. Duff’s)......... ceee T 00
Caledon ovviienannns, sieenes 800
N. Easthope (less (hs.) ...... ve. 13 44
Angus..... tesersstcass veeees D43
Carluke cvounnne. eressnsenes 300
Burny' Church . .vovvvvees.., .. 1380
COXNT
The Old Year and the New ....,. 65
“Bringing” L..iiieiiin i, . 66
The )Ixsuomry Enter prise ... ... 69
MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.
Letter from Rev.D. Duff......... 70
Letter from Rev. A. Matheson.... 471
Rev. James Nisbet. .....ovvueees T2

Bruce and Wellington Mines. .

Missions of Free Chureb
Missions of Irish Presbytervian Ch..
Miscions in Formosa ............
Missions of the Presbyterian Church
of the Lower Provinces......
South Sea Missiong—Samoa .....

GENERAL RELIGIOUS INTELLIQRNOE,
Ritualism and Popery in the En-
ghish Chureh....iioviiannns

cree

(L]
15
7
78

79
79
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ISANIR. cevrenaesasrsnsnesnrss 28 62

Mt. Pleasant. ..oveevenceceees 8 80
Hibbert ... 7 48
Storrington. 2 16
Pittsburgh ... .ooiviiiiiiaene, 0 59

Thbames Rond nnd Klrhton e <. 16 00

Eamondville . ....vva.a... eees T B0
Thamesford . ... .. ceseessensas 1100
N. Gower and Gloucester ...... 4 00
St. Andrew's.....c..n.. veree. T CO
Tndinon,.oviioeeeiiiiieneens 4 00
TFullavton (A, and . M. Fund).. 6 50
Avorbank (A and I M. Fund).. 8 50
Belleville ......... covecsseess 26 25
Thorold. ..oo..... vetirereess. B 00
Quebee..oviviieiinannnn veees BO 00
Porey covennnnn.. cesrsinenses T 00
Aucaster Village.............. 6 45
Auecnster East... ....000e0.. 465
Aucaster Wesr............... 8 16
Fergus, Melville Chureh ....... 20 00
Fergus (A. and L M. Fund)..... 20 00
Bowmanton . .... Cetesisaisees 300
Alnwick .oouiaviiiiiii., 5 00
Walkerton (A. and I. M. l‘und) 8 00
Walkerton c..ouvvee.. ceeans.. 10 00

With rates from 1—

Rev. W, MeWilliamns, Rev. D. McKen-
zie, Rev. J. Diek, Rev. R. Bonie, Rev.
Dr. Ormiston, Rev. J. Lees, Rev. R.
Hamilton, Rev. R. Wallace, Rev W.R.
Sutherland, Rev. J. Morrison, Rev. J.
Thom, Rev. J. Gauld, Rev. T.
Alexander, Rev, H. Campbell, Rev. D.
Paterson, Rev.J. Whyte, Rev. J. Scott
(Loundon), Rev. J. Logie, Rev. J. Adams,
Rev. R. Leask, Rev. H. Gordon, Rev. T.
Wightman, Rev. J. Endie, Dr. Bovd, Rev.
A. Allan, Rev. R. F, Burns, D.D,, Rev.
R. Scott, Rev.J. Morrison (Proton), Rev.
A. W. Waddell,
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