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BVIDRNCES oF RRVRALED RELIGION, BY A NUMBER OF
THE MINISTERS OF GLASGOW.
- LECTURE 1
THE NECESEITY FOR A DIVINE REVELATION, AND TIE ODLI-
.GATION AND RESPONSICILITY OF EXAMINING ITS CLAMMS,
By the Rev. John G. Lorimer, Minister of St.
David's Church, Glasgow.

Since the days of Grotivs to our own, many
powerful minds have been engaged in explaining
and illustrating the evidences of revealed religion.
Some pious people considening that infidelity can
be conquered only by the direct exhibition of di-
vine truth to the understanding and the heart, have
thought that an undur attention has been bestow-
ed on this department of theolozy. We, howev-
er, are far from thinking that this has beenthe case.
It is readily granted that the manifestation of the
character of God which hasbeen made inthe gos
Pe), can alone convertand save the soul; yet, nev-
ertheless, the stud¥ of the evidences of the truth
of the Gospel is directly fitted to bring infidels to
attend to it, and acknowledge it as a message from
God, 1Itis well fitted, also, to enable the young
to vesiat those teptations to infidelity with which

they may be beset from the conversation or wri-
tings of corrupt men,

But, though in our estimation, too many writers
have not been employed on the evidences, weare
vet free to acknowledge our conviction, that
these have often been exhibited in a very imperfect
way.

The subject is exccedingly vast ; it embraces
all the relations and harmonies which subsist be-
tween the plan of redemption 1n itself; 1ts gradual
publication and its perinanent records and nstitu-
tions on the one hand ; and the inoral nature and
history of man on the other. Now, one defect in
wany treaties on the envidences of revelation, as
we humbly think, is—not that they do not discuss
the whole body of the evidence, but that while
tley take up some part of ity such as that which
authenticates tiic onginal publication of christiani-
ty—miracles and prophecy, they treat of these as
though they constututed the whole or the prncipal
part of the evideuce wluch is far from being the
case.

1t may be suflicient in the trial of a criminal in
a court of law, to select one out of the many

charges which lie against him and o substantinie
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that by such direct testimony as may be immedi-
ately available ; but, surely, it is fit that the court
and the world should know that his criminality in
other churges also admitted of proof.

Now, the folly and guilt of infidelity is virtually
proved hy every exposition of the evidences for
revealed religion ; and it is proper and just that
that folly and guilt should be made to stand prom-
nently out, by a copious illustration of the varied
attestations which God has given to the reality of
those revelations which he has made of himself to
our fallen world, And if one writer chooses to
dwell on the historica) argutnents for the funda-
mental facta on which christianity rests, he should
not disparage the evidence drawn from the antece-
dent dispensation, from the adaptation of the Gos-
pel to the moral necessities of individuals and of
the world, from the harmony existing between na-
tural und revealed religion, and from the history of
the latter.

Bishop Butler gives a masterly summary of the
evidences in his celebrated treatise on the Analo-
gy.* And,if it were not presumptuous in us, to
say that even his sketch is not complete, it would
yet be unreasonable to do so: for he thus prefaces
his ¢ account of the genecral argument for the
truth of christianity consisting both of the drect
and circumstantial evidence considered as making
up one argument:”-—¢To state and examine this
argument fully, would be a work much beyond the
compass of this whole treatise : nor is so much as
a proper abridgment of it to be expected kere.”

1f christisnity consisted of certain doctrines and
external rites which had no influence on the charac-
ter of its followers, we can readily conceive
that the argument for its truth should have been
sought mainly in the evidence for its first intro-
ductioninto the world. But, seeing that it pro-
fesses to convey a divine and spiritual energy to
the minds of all in every age who submit toit,
then must it, like all the other works of God, have
an attestation to his sgency concurrent with it
self, According as it is felt in its power and act-
ed outin the lives of cliristians, so shall its hea-
venly origin be demonstrated. 1In this respect
alone, then, apart from the fulfilment of prophecy,
and the increasing confirmation which the records
of revelation ate continually recewing, the argu-
ment for christianity is as it has been called, “an
accumulating argument.”

Asccond defect in not a few treatises on the evi-
dences of revealed religion is thie, that the ques-

* See Part 11. chap. vii.
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tion is discussed with the infidel as though it as
hittle addressed itself to the conscience asany con-
troversy in literature or history. Surely the en-
lightened christian advocate should never forget
that according to the express language of the New
Testament, eternal ife and eternal death are sus-
pended on the reception or rejection of the gospel,
and that the snme authority declares, what a2}l ob.
servation confirms, that infidelity originates in
moral perversity, and is in nu case attributable to
the inedequacy of the proof of christiunity, It
18 & false charity, then, to presume on the candour
of infidels as some writers have done; and charity
and truth are alike injured when the advocate for
christiunity does not feel and evince that his argu-
ment goes to convict the infidel, not merely of
weaknessas a disputant, but of criminality as a
subject of the divine government, in rejecting the
light which lie has made to shine forth for the sal-
vation of men, and in calling that light darkness.

To this defect in many booke on the evidences of
christianity their inefficicucy may be referred; and
so also the dislike which many well meaning
christians entertain to this department of theolo-
gical literature.

Tue LECTURES ox THE EvioRncRs or Revear-
Ep Rivtatos which we are now about to introduce
to our readers are not chargeable with the defects
to which we bave adverted. They take compre-
hensive views of the relations which revelation
sustaing towards man and the world, as willbe
seen from the subjects of them, which we shall,
by and bye notice, and having been spoken ad-
dresses, and spoken by men who felt the vast 1m-
portance of the truth to their hearers, they address
themselves to the conscience. They were preach-
cd on week-days, we believe, by so many different
ministers. And it must be taken asa most favoura-
ble indication of the ministry of our church in the
City of Glasguw that, out of its 2y minmsters
fousteen—and these, young men, should be found
capable of producing so many able and powerful
appeals for the truth of christianity against the
subtleties and perversions of infidels. Glasgow,
we trust, isin the way, according to her ancient
motto, of FLOURISHING BY THRE PREACHING OF THB
Worp,

The first lecture discnsses the necessity for a
Diving ReveraTion a- d the obligation and respons
sibility of examining its claims.

As rovelation professedly unfolds a remedial
dispensation, the exposition of the moral condi-
tion of the world 18 a proper introduction to the
direct evidence for the truth of revelation, If




RVIDENCE® OF REVEALED RELIGION,

man's moral nature eatablished no indications of
ruin or disorder, there would have been a presump-
tion against revelation. God does nothing in vain;;
and were it 3o that men were found loving and
serving hm_l' anght, and 1n the enjoyment of the
happinets which is inseparable fioma conformity
to his will, then, who could have believed, thut
the Bible came from God, or was intended for our
world? But, since it admuts of such ready proof,
thaty men are living in a condition of moral disor-
der and of wreicueducss, thcre is a prestmption
from what is known of the Church of God, and of
his procedure in other departments of his govern-
meat that lie may have provided a remedy-—and
this is just a presumption in favour of christi-
anity.

e, Lorimer gives & very comprehensive and
full illustration of the spiritual ignorance, depravi-
ty and wretchedness of men unvisited with reve-
lation. Heisevidentlya manwhokuows well where
facts suitable to his purpose are to be found,
and can turn such to good account. He under-
takes to shew that the light of nature is entirely
insufficient to afford men “such large, certain and
abiding discoveries of God, of duty, and an here-
after, as shall lead them, in the great bull of cases,
to act suitably to their rational and i:mortal na-
ture;” and that it cannot provide for menas sin-
ners, “any scheme of pardon and restoration
at once consistent with the character of God and
conducive to the welfare of the offender.” p, 8 9,
The following are the topics which he illustrates:
1. The views of God entertained by the pliloso-
phers and the sages of the ancient world, and by
the heathen of our ownday. 1I. The morality
of the heathen world.  And here he shews, that,
itg very religion leads first, to absurd, degrading,
crucl and immoral practices; and secondly, to un
bounded licentioustiees and pollution. Ticse, Le
shews, to be constituent parts of heathen wor
ship.

Under the third hrad, he illustrates * the moral
character which results from, and wtich 1s produ-
ced by the rehgion of the heatien.”

Our autlor's illustrst'on of these heals arc bet-
ter than his statement of them, for we cannot much
commend it for lugical precision, Heathenism, he
shews, is characterized 1st, by a dreadful want of
trath ; 2d, by the degradation of the female rex ;
3d, by the want of compassion fur the afllicted;
4il, by the grossest cruelty, often amounting to
murder; 5th,y the cruelty of its amusements, such

L9

as the ancient gladiatorial games;® 8th, its bloody
wors 3 7L, its system of slavery ; gth, its assas-
sinutions, such as the dreadful Romdn practices of
cutting men off’ by poson ;" 9th, the amnouut of in.
dividual wretchedness wdicated by tie prevalence
of suicide.

Our author anticipates the cavils of objectors by
shewing that the prevaience of vice and crime in
christendom arises from influences counteracting
christianity ; while, those in Pagan countrics,
are the disect result of Paganiam, or to speak more
correctly, they are the fruits of the natural mind
when it 18 unblessed with the salutary influences of
christiamty. And Mr. Lorimer here adduccsa
testinony in favour of christianity from the char-
acter of infidels and the diretu! resulta which have
followed when a community hag embraced their
principles.

As a specimen of the practical characters of
this lecture, we quote the fullowing passages which
are fuund towards the conclusion of it:

‘ Seeing thatthe necessity for divine revelation has
been made out so pluinly, and that the pretensions ot
modern intidels, nsicad of weakeniug, have given
fresh confirmation to the proof, let me exhort all to
feel the obligation and responsibihty of exawmining
ssclams. I trast and believe that many ot you have
(elt that obligation, aud have ¢xamined the daims of
Revelationto purpuse. Let those who have not done
so,or done so carelessly, though they may bear the
name of Christian, be prevasled upun now w iry the
character of Revelation for themselves, and let un-
believers, if there beany such present, be induced w
tollow thewe exanple, A revelaton trom heaven isa
setous tung.  Iis the Almighy God speaking 1o
m.a 1 opresupposesthatve are in a wietchad state
of éarkness and guilt, unable to help ourselves and

j bopeless of dehiverance from oihiers; and howurgent

then tne cai to isien 10 and cxammne b clanna?
Tais is the 1ore ne essary that many inpos.urs avail-
ing themselves of the jelt necessitics of man, have
put {urth pretensions o be considered divine. Hence,
wihoutstricl and peucat gy, there 1s denger we
shallbe deceived.  Whatis the e of the reasun and
gu-.wrs of application which God kas given us it it

© 10T 10 CXAULUE N Lital 1ALSRE WOICH Prolesses
o come from Himself, snd which wears ol the oute
ward aspects of a heavenly origin?  Surely the least
thine we can do with a_professed Revelation is care-
sy wingaue uto andwsiand prove st Wedo uot
say it is tobe swmmarily reecited.  Christianity does
not ask this. 1t disclaims all unenquiring despatisin,
It caits for and encoursges the puliest examinativn,
This is ail it demands; and shall we withhold what
is reasonuble T Letus thiuk of the solemnity of the
hoa whea v e shallmect with Goe. Moatwith him
we st Whatever may b2 the names under which
we pass, whatever ihe states of tauh or ot uebehief in
waich we live, whatevet the mworal wharzewr which
we wear, we must aff see God face 10 face: and what

* In the discourse, a< it i< printed, we have two sub
divisions, cach marked “ 5th.”  Asthe work hasbeen
stercoiyped, we have marvelled at this and severat
oher instancesof carelessness.
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vhall we say for ouiselves if we have never £o much
asserjously and prayerfully examined the claims ol
aword which professes to he his own, if we have
treated them with indifference, or taken them for
granted as & mater of course, or daringly rejecied
them? Isthis respectful to ourselves? Isthis hon-
ouring to God? s it rational? Isit safe? Surely
in very proportion to the insufliciency ot nature, jas
according to the wide-spread darkness and woc o!
heathenism, is the urgency of the call to scrutinize
the pretensions of Revelatiun, and sec that the foun-
dation on which they rest beindeed sound and zood.
‘We owe this to ourselves; we owet to our famihies;
we owe itto sociely ; we owe 1t to mankind; weowe
it 1o posterity. ‘Themere chance of error or of fail-
ure ina matter so momentous should be enough to
rouse all our diligence and care. Shall God conde-
scend to speak—shall we not be forward te hear?

* With regard more particularly to the feeling and
conduct which Chnistians should exercise toward In-
fidelity, let me press upon fou the importance of fa-
miliarly knowing and zealously adhersing to all the

reat peculiar doctrines of Revelation, and of exhib.
iting a corresponding walk and conversation. Itisto
be feared thatihe unbetief of not a few 1s quickened,
if not provuked, by the irreligion and inconsisicncies
of the professed friends of ghristianity. At Jeust it
cannot be doubted that the most efiective cvidence of
the truth of the gospel is the renovated tempers, dis-
positiops, and sivesof Christians, Especially let me
remind you of the importance of Christians shunning
unnecessary divisions, and living as much as po-sible
united both in semimentand affection. However un-
reasonable the plea, itis well known that infidels have
made great use ot the discords and dissensions of
Christians, and have urged thes¢ as an argument
against embracing their faith. High authorily has
assured us that until Christians are on the world will
not believe in the divine mission of their Master.
How indispensable then is union! Let me also re-
mind you of the importance of discountenzncing all
infide{ principles wherever they may appear and how-
ever disguised, whether in the education or politics
or literature ot the day; and, while full of pity and
commiseration even for iufidels, the propriety at the
same time of boldly assailing their consciences, and
chargingthem withaggravated guiltinthesightof Gud.
- In your efforisto gainthe intidel, letme counsel you a-
gainst pleadingthe popular delusion, that governments
and nations as such have nothingto do with rehigion,
and thattherefore no public distinciion should be made
among men whetherthey believe or r¢ject Revelatiors
This liberality may promise to win the se=ptic, but it
will not really do so. He will naturally say, if relizion
be not so important as to be carred into 2il the rela.
tions of life, public as well as private, why should 1t
be introduced into any ? and if it be ot sodifficult as-
certainwent that natonal legislatures with all their
means and resources, cannot find the iruth, what
probability is there that I, or any private individual,
will be more successtul?  Insicad of urging recom.
mendations based on principles so irreligions and in-
fide), let it be our care to persuade the unbeliever that
religion is all-important and <hould bz 2H-pervading
~that instead of having nothing to do with politicsor
governmeat or educauon, it hus 10 do with every
thing—with men in all relations of life, public as well
as private—and thus shall we make Christianity mneh
more altractive and impressive in his cye.

« And, as uneof the best protections against the in-
roads of infidelity—and, to a considerzble extent, &
cure for it where itexists—lei me exhart parents and
teachers and masteis and persons in public stations of
society to be faithiul in the uischargeof their duty to
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those classes over whom they have respectively the
largestinfluence. Let them not only discountenance
infidelity in all its forms—in its half concealed princ:.
ples as well as in its avowed publications, but let them
Jifiuse the truth through the varied channels of sound
principle, personal character and example, social .
tercourse, public authority, the Scriptural schoul, and
the Chnistian press, In s?norl, letthem nicet infidehty
in allthe ways 1n which 1t seeks to spread itselt—use
the same zeal and perseverance, avail themselves of
“he same oppertunities, make similar sacrifices, 1m.
pregnate the knowledge and education—the science
and literature and politics of the day, so far as thee
are within their reach, as thoroughly and more thor.
oughly with Christianity than the infidel pany have
been ableto do with unbelief: letthem not trust inthe
maxim thet “truth is great and will prevail,” without
using corresponding exertjons; but let them give
truth all the advantages enjoyed by scepticism and
error, and, fallen world as this may be and strongl
prone to congenial unbelief, they will, under the di-
vine blessing, at once preserve their country {rom re.
turning to aught that *avours of Paganism and Infi.
delity, and establish on a broader and firmer basis the
great prnciples on which rehigiwus hope, sound
morality,and individua), social, and national happi-
ness depend.”

We may resume the notice of these Lectures on
some other occasion; meanwhile, we quote the
subjects and the names of their authors,

Lecrvre 11.—The Genuineness and Authenticity of
the Writings of the Old and New Testaments,—~By
the Rev. Patrick FarpairN.

111.—The Inspiration of the Books of Scripture.—
Bythe Rev. Axprew Kivg, A. M.

IV.~The argument from Miracles, and its appli-
cauon to the Miracles of the Oid and New Testa-
ments. Answer to JJume’s Objection.  Leslie’s Cn-
teria.—By the Rev. RoserT BucHaNaN.

V.—Evidence from Prophecy.—By the Rev. Wit
piay Duxa,

VI —The Jews Witnesses for Ged.—By the Rev
Perer Narer.

VIiI.—Evidence from the character of Christ—By
the Rev. WaLter M'GiLvRay.

VIIL.—Evidence fromthe Resurrection of Christ —
By the Rev. James Henpersos, D. D.

1X —Evidence from the character, labours, and
sufferings of the Apostles—the hurmony of therr tes-
timony—and the conversion of Paul—By the Rev J
C. Foweer.

X.—Internal Evidence of Christianity: purity of
precepts—spirituality and sublimity of doctrines— har-
mony and consistency of its principles, &c.~—exalts
the Flory ot every divine perfechon—adaptation to

urnfy and elevate the nature of man.—By tbe Rev.
onn Swti, D. D.

X1.—The necessity of Divine influence to prepare
the heart for recciving the truths of Revelation.—Ar-
gument from Experience.~The state of man, as rep-
resented in Scri&gmc, accordant with the testimony of
canscivusness. ‘The power of Truth in Conversion.—
By the Rev. Avexanper ‘Turser.
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X11.—The Harmony of Scripture, and srue Philo-
sophy or Science.—The reception of Revelation by
the most gifted minds.—Refutation of objections from
Astronomy, Geology, and other sources.— By the Rev
Joux Forpes, D. D.

XIIL—Argument from Analogy.—The Conso-
nance of Revelation and Providence — Answer to
Objections.— By the Rev. Natuanier Patensox, D. D.

X1V.—TheEvidence arising irum the past progress
of Christianity.—-Answer to Gulbbun's Sccondary
Causes.—Guilt and danger of resisting the Gospel.—
Moral Responsibality of Man for his Behef.—By the
Rev. James Gissox, A, M. R

A

OBITUARY NOTICE OF MRS WILSON.+

From the Presbylerian Revicw.

4 SERMON PREACIHED AT BOMBAY ON THE TTHL OF MaY,
1835, ON THE OCCASION OF THE DEATI OF MRS. MAR-
GARET WILSON, OF THE SCOTTISH MISSION.—~BY THE
REV. JOHN WILSOM.

Mr. Whlson 1s one of the most faithful, diligent,
and devoted of the Scotush missionaries employed 1n
the east, and is already favourably known to our rea
ders. as the author of two exceident controversial tracts
m refutation of Hinduism. Nowhere has supersti-
tion erected her iron rule on so firm and stable a basis
as1n the fertile region of Finduostan, and fur ages
us wretched inhabutants have buwed down without a
murmur to its crucl and delasing tyranny. But at
length some prospect of deliverance from this horrid
yoke has opened up to vur castern subjects.  Mission-
ancs of high tolent and ardent zeal have lately been
sent 10 lubour in that extensive field ; and though far
too few for a harvest so plenteous, they are yet begin-
ning to exhibit graufying waces of thesr spinitual ope-
rations.  Mr. Duff has already done wonders 1n the
east of India, and should L:¢ valuable life be spured,
ke may soon return to Beagal, and fully realize all ot
which he has given so fair a promise.  Mr. Wilson's
exertions in the west of India have been equally cre-
ditable to his piety and zeal.  His healh docs not
appear te have suffered materially from the sun's
scorching rays; and as his heart is in his work, we
may well anticipate the most successful result to his
missionary labours, Like Mr. Duff, he is able not
only to speak from the pulpit, but to call the press to
his aid; and being thus deubly armed, he will fight
with more cffect against the enem:cs of truth, and suc-
ceed in bringing home to the Captain of Salvation a
larger number of captives—the only captives who can
—

* Mrs. Wilson was a daughler of the late Rev

Kenneth Bain, of Greenock, and sister of the Rev.
JoLn Bain, now minister of Gali, U. C.
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be saud not to lose, but to gain immensely from their
captivaty.

Mr, Wilson was blessed with a most valuable as-
sistant in his interesting duties—his own wife! but
that exeellent and accomplished woman 1s no more,
Her constitution scems to have suffered from the influ.
ence of climate, and as her zeal knew no bounds, she
mcicased the evil by uawcuried, excessive exertien,
Strange to say, if any pact of her conduct was
blameable, aud supplied yust cause for censure, it was
her dving too rauch!  She herself, indeed, must have
been an infinite gainer by her happy change; but
alas! her husband and the missionary cause have
su tained a heavy loss.  She sccmed more anxious to
get to heaven than to live on earth, and the Lord has
been pleased to give her the translation for which she
so carnestly longed.  And let us hope that the inter-
esting record of her labours which Mr. Wlison has
s0 scasonably and affectionately furnished, will com-
pensate in some degree for her premature demise ; and
that, though dead, she wall yet speak for the spiritual
benefit of those whom she was so anxious, while liv-
ing, to instruet, to guide, and to save,

M;r. Wilson has sclected for the text of his funeral
scrmon that portion of Scripture, in which the pro-
phet Ezekial narrates the sudden death of his beloved
wife, (chap. xxi1v. verse 15—~20 ), and it would have
been hardly possible for him to nave found in the whole
of the Bible onc more happily suited to his purpose,
He treats the passage in a calim, sensible, and judi-
cious manner, There is no affectation of extreme
pathos, nor any unscusonable attempts at oratory or
fine wriung. He discusses his subject briefly, though
he omits nothing worthy of being mentioned ; and
by this exercise of good taste, he leaves ample room
for a detailed exhibition of the merits and services of
one, who may justly be said to hold the first place in
the class of female missioi...ies. How admirably
was she fitted by her various qualifications for the pe-
culiar functions which it was her delight to exercise !
But we shall allow her bereaved husband, who wasso
ntimately acquainted with her mind and character to
speak to us of her realizing faith, her ardent picty, her
unquenchable zeal, her indefatigable labours, her chris-
tian graces, her dumestic virtues, and her literary ac-
comphishments. The following cxtract, though long,
will not, we are sure, be felt as tedious by our rea-
ders.

It was the desire of her heart, when a union was
forned between us, to cheer and encourage me, to take
part with me according to her ability and the grace
which God might give to her, in the great work of.
evangelizing the heathen, to which I'had looked for-
ward; and with a view to accomplish these objects,
she presented herself as aliving sacrifice on the altar
of God, vowing in his sacred presence that she would
devoteto his cause, her person, her acquirements, her
time, her strength and her substance. 'With a heart
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burning with zeal for the glory of God, aud melting
with compassion for the souls of men, she crossed
with me the stormy ocean, and came to this country,
which she did not view like many, as a pluce of tem-
porary and reluctant exile, but which she adopted as
her home, in which she wished to live, and labour, and
die. With the greatest ardour she entered on the
study of the native languages, and prrsevered in it
amidst every distraction, till her acquirements in the
two most important of those spoken in this quarter,
enabled her with case and effeet to communicate in-
struction respecting the true God and Jesus Christ
whom he has sent.  The difficultics avising from su-
perstitious custom and corrupted feeling, whick are in
the way of female education, she found to be numerous
and formidable; but she resolved, in scliance on the
promises and assurances of God, to encounter them.
She instituted and organized no fewer than sie fomale
schools, containing at an average between 150 and 200
scholars,  She traincd the teachers, making the least
respectable of that class, the only persons who could
be engaged for the work, the most efficient in the mis-
sion. Principally at her own expense, and with a
great expenditure of strength, she visited the scholars
and their parents at their homes, and sought toengage
their affections, and thus secure their attendance.  She
not only superintended the schools, Lut cven in her
weakest state she daily spent several hours in them,
particularly after she was successfulin bringingmostof
them to the mission premises, hearirg the children re-
peat their tasks, examining them, pressing home di-
vine truth to their understandings and hearts, and
praying with them.  Several adult females she her-
self taught to read, and communicated to them a know-
ledge of the first prineiples of the oracles of Gud.
The only two females whom I have baptized, and the
wives and children and female relalives of the converts
and servants, and two females who areat present candi-
dates for admissioninto the church, are under the great-
est obligationsto lier for athousand kindnesses and ser-
vices; and the day of the Lord may skew that to her
instromentality they owe their conversion and Cliris-
tian progress.  T'o the poor’s asylums she frequently
repaired with the view of instructing their destitute in-
mates. For a long period she held a regular weekly
mecting with the wives and children of European pen-
sioners and  their descendants, both in the neighbour-
hood of the mission-house nnd Kolabe, Ier servi-
ces, when requested for the Bombay Sabbath schools,
were not withlield.  During the long journeys which
Tundertook with a view of proclaiming the glad ti-
dings of salvation throughout the country, she man-
aged with much fidelity and prudence the general con-
cerns of the mission, and she always frced me from

——

* Marathi and Hindustani. She studied Gujarathi
with me for 2 considesable time, but she afterwards
abandoned it forthe Portuguese, connected with which
she had greater prospects of usefuluess, and which
from its resemblance to other European languazes
with which she was acquainted, she found hde dusi-
eulty in acquiring.

OF MRS, WILSOXN,

wmnny sccular cares connected with its business,  She
was a principal attraction to many of my native vis.
itors, and  particularly to those distinguished among
their countrynten for their education and intelligence,
and with much ingenuity and tact did she seek their
improvement and promote their welfure.  She wrote
severnl striking papers in native periodicals, caleula.
ted to advance the cause of the Redeemer; and
her pen the Oriental Christian Spectator s indebted
(or its Lrightest pages.s At atime when the selig.
gious discussions in which I have been engnged re-
quired the use of some volumes which I could not de.
tain for a sufficient length of tune, she spent many
hours in copying large extracts from them; and cven
the whole of the Vendidad Sade, which few would
read fur hire, she translated from French into Enghsh
for the use of some Parsis, and for the facshtating fu-
ture rference, when @ comparison with the original
and Gujarcthi translation nught be attempted.  She
has lef. Marathi translations and compositions, pre.
pared during the last year and a half, and almost afl
in a state ready for the press, in a quantity almost as
great, if we except translations from the sacred Scnp-
turcs, as any published by any nussionary who has
yet come to the west of Indio.  Amudst all these per-
sonal exertions, she ever communicated to me the
most valuable counsel and the most exciting encour-
agement in my woik and the many triuls connected
with its duties, and ever proved to me as it were a
sccond soul. Most fauhfully and tenderly did she
discharze her duties as a wife and a mother ; and
wost affectionntely and disinterestedly dad she prove
herself & Chrstian  fuend to those with whom she
was acquainted.  The Spinit of the Saviour toa rare
degree animated hier an all her exertions; and the
graces of the Chnstian character were conspicuous in
her whole deporunent,  Her prayers for the nourish-
ment of the divine life within her own soul, and for
success in the propagation of the Gospel, prevented
the rising sun, and they formed the engagement of
many of her midnight hours. The records of her
devotions, never intended to meet the eye of man, re-
veal an intimacy of communion with God, a humility
of spirit, and an intensity and agony of desire for
the advancement of the divine glory, which may well
shame many thousands of the Lord’s most devoted
servants.  In her vemoval from the scene of her la-
bours and her arduous work, a loss has thus been
sustained of which weall must be sensible.”

These doubtless were exertions of which any man
in the prime of hfe, and in the vigour of heslth, might
be proud of having made; certaunly no female, asfar
as we know, has cver extubited any that can be com-

s Her reviews of Mrs. Hudson’s Life, Douglas on
Errors in Religion, Dods on the Incarnation, Mm.
Simpson’s Diary, Siebhing's Church History, and
Chazlmers’ Bridgewater Treatise, have been much ad-
mired; and some of them have been prioted in other
periodicals.




ORDINATION CHARGR,

poted to them ; and we may be apt to suppose, that
there would be no room in the minds of such a zea.
jous and devoted labourer for the excrcise of the
milder and more amiable virtues. But Mrs. Wilson
was cqually qualified for the humbler duties of home,
and her heart, which scemud exclusively fixed on the
conversion of he heathen, had yet alarge corner in it
1o spare for domestic sympathy and aficetion,  Tlhis
will Le clearly apparent fiom the simple aud affecting
narrative given by Mr. Wilson of her last illness—u
narrative which it ts dillicult 0 read without tears .—

% Her prayers for hor dear children were frequen
and fervent beyond conception.  ‘T'o use lier own ex-
pression, she ¢ ngonized with God for their sancufi a-
tion,” and their being set apart for the Lurd’s ministy
among the Gentiles «n India. ¢ Do let me sec the dew
babes,’ she would tay, ¢they do not pull me back to
this world. Ob, no! the sight of them only quick-
ensmy prayers on their belial. 1 have devoted thuw
to God, and 1 know that he will care for them. I w
happy am I to havethem to leave with you!"  When
told of the birth-day of our dear little boy in Scoi-
land, she prayed that the God of Abrahaw, Isaac,
and Jacob, might bless him. In the most solemin
circumstances, and in the presence of several Chris
tian friends, she dictated rerbatim the following
fetter:—

Bombay, 8tk April, 1835,

“My pet.ovep Anprew,—This is the last letter
that your dearest mamna willever writc to you. In
a few hours I hope to be with Jesus, and wath all the
glorious company of the redecemed. I am transported
at the prospect of what awaits me. I have ofien
commendcd you to Jesus, and I do so in more sol-
emn circumstances than ever, with nothing but eterni-
ty before me. I have prayed God to inspire you with
zealto become & missionary to the heathen in this
land. No work at present appears to me so impor-
tant and glorious as the woik of a missionary. But
my prayers will be of no asail, if the divine Spirnt
does not put it into your heart. Pray then, my dear
children, that the Loid may put it into your heart to
follow the footsteps of your beloved father. What 1
say to you I say to my beloved Johnny. Tell your
precious aunts and uncle how much mamma loved
them. She wishes to write to them, but cannot hold
the pen.  Never forget the inestimable obligations you
are under to them, nor cease 10 cherish towards them
the tenderest affection. If your aunts accompa-
ny your beloved uncle to Canada, I wish Mary Isu.
bella to Le placed under their charge ; and O lct then
feel their decp responsibility in having her, a litleim
mortal, to train for heaven. I commit you to God.
Your own devoted mother.

ManGarer WiLson.

“She wrote the words, your own devoted mother
Margarct Wilson, with her own hand, and she laid
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down the pen never more to take 1t up, and said,
*Now Iam ready to die.’ 1 was overpowered with
grattude, and cvery person was most deeply aflected
at this consecration of her oflsprng to the cause of
the Redeemer among the heathen.  ‘Two days before
hee deadds she agaun referred to the letter as embodying
her last wishes on their behalf,  Iview it as a legacy
to wmy dear cluldren nmnensely more precious thun
thut ot silver or gold, houses and lands,”

We caanot conclude this notice without expressing
the high satisfuction we feel at the evident progress
Chrisuan principle and fecling are making among the
Buisi oflicers ciaployed 1n the civil and mituary de-
parinans in Idia,  Various nouces of this appear
10 tue sonnon befure us; and we have met with swme
lar siatemients clsewhere.  Tlus 13 an auspieious
omea for the future.  Our councction witlt that ex-
tensave and populous region will prove the greatest of
all Llessings not only to the natives but to ourselves,
if we bew inmind thatour prumary duty to Hindos-
tan is to chnsiiamize us pagan and Mahommedan -
habiiants, It is cinefly for this grand puipose that
provideuce has given to us tlus unmense empire; and
if we are sufficiemly alive (o the magnificent grandeur
of the task, we shall subordinate all cur schemes of
wealth and ambition to this glorious and infinnely im-
portant object. The word of prophecy has clearly
shewn that the descendants of Japhet were at some
future period 1o dwell in the tents of the posterity of
Shem.  So the Biiush nation has been awarded the
chicfglory of fulfilling it; but how much more splen-
did will be our glory,if in retum for their fleeting
temporary possessions, we shall convert our subjects
in the East to the faith of the gospel, and enrich them
with that more precious inheritance © which is incor-
ruptible, uudefiled, and that fadeth not away.'

CI\RGE TO THE REV. VILLIAM RITCHIE, A. M., AT HIS IN-
DUCTION TO THE SCOTCH CHURCH, NEWMARKET, ON
TRE 9tH May, 1838, BY THE REV. JOHN TAWSE,
A. M., MINISTER OF KING.

Rcverend Brother and Sir,

By the solemn act of
the Presbytery you have now, in the name and by
the authonty of Christ, and in accordance with that
form which is of divine appointinent, and, we trust,
with the approbation of Christ, been admitted as
pastor of this congregation. The connection
which has thus been formed between you and the
people of this place and congregation, is of ihe
most interesting, important and responsible nature;
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aud its consequences, both iu regard to yourself
and to thom, will be very solenm and of ecternal
duration, You have publicly aud solemnly un-
dertaken the most arduous duty of watching for
their souls, ar: onethat must giveanaccount, They
have received you and have had you sct over them
as their watchman, To use their own words, they
have ¢ invited, called and entreated you to assume
the office of a pustor among them, and undertake
the chazge of their souls.” [Iow greatis the
charge !—how precious the trust !  These souls
of which you havebeen called to take the charge,
are exposed to the most awful danger of bemg for
ever ruined by their great encmy. You have been
appointed, and have undertaken to blow the trump-
et and to warn this people of their denger. The
blood of those who hear the sound of the trumpet
and take not warning, shull be upon their own
heads, and they shall die in their imquity., Butif
youblow not the trumpet, and the people be not
warned, they shall be t~ken away in their imquity,
but their blood will God requireat your haud.
How carefully, then, ought you to watch, and how
faithfully ought you to warn !

Knowing then, as you well do, that I do not
now speak to you in my own name, nor by my
own suthority, but in the name and by the author-
ity of the brethren of this Presbytery, permit me,
in compliance with the injunction of our church,
briefly to addressyou in regard to the grand ob-
jects which you ought continually to keep in view,
and the means by which they may be inost suc-
cessfully pursued. The high and holy objects
which you are ever to keep in view are, the show-
ing forth of the glory of God, the advancing of
the Redeemer's kingdom, and the salvation of
soule. If happily, by the divine blessing upon
your labours and mimstratious in this place, youn
shall be the honoured mstrument of winmng souls
unto Christ, you will at the same time, and by this
very means, glorify God and advance the kingdom
of Christ. This is a combination of the most glo-
rious ends conceivable—to be the means of pro-
moting them, is the highest honour which can be
enjoyed ; and to be ordained and appointed for this
purpose, is the most awfully responsible office with
which a human being can be invested. Some of
the principal means of accomplishing these ends,
are the following ;—

1. The minister of Christ must carefully and
constantly set before his people an examplecbecom
ing the gospel and his sacred profession, This is
an important part of a minister’s duty, ang the ex-
emplification of it hasa very powerful tendency
to render his services both acceptable and useful.
You know how common the saying is, that exam-
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ple has more influence than precept. This truthin

deed has passed into & proverb owing to its import.
ances  All unclerical deportment on the pact of
ministers of the gospe), has a most injurious infly.
cnce on the minds, hearts and jives of' the profes-
sors of religion, and ought therefore to be sedn.
lously avoided. By inconsistencies in the wal)
and conversation of the ministers of religion, the
real disciples of Chlirist will be offended, and they
edification impeded ; and the euemies of religioa
arc cagle-eyed in detecting, and unwearied in ex.
posing suchinconsistencies; and they will be ex.
pert and also successful in turning them inty
powerful weapous for opposing the cause and the
spread of the truth, ‘There should therefore be 2
tigh degree, and an uninterrupted course, of con.
formity between a minister’s preaching and his
practice ; for unless this be the case, he cannat
reasonably nor warrantably expect that his preach.
g will be much blessed, even though it should be
frea fram error as far as doctrine is concerned,
A bishop must be blameless, that is, & person
against whom no evil can be proved—one whose
good name i3 invulnerable. He must be sober,
prudent, of a sound mind—havinz a good under.
standing and complete governmeut of his passions,
1le must be of good behaviour, orderly and correct
in appearance, external monners and conduct.
Moreover he must have a good report of them whe
are without ; that is, his character in civil society
must be unblameable—he must have a good testi-
mony even from unbelievers ; lest he fell into re.
proach and the snare of the devil,and give the ad-
versary occasion to reproach him for hisinconsist
encies, and thus prevent his usefulness; which
circumstance the devil way render a snare to d:aw
him into greater sins by tempting him totally to
disregard the opinion of tien who vilify his char-
acter.

2. Prayer with and for his people, is another
very important part of a minister’s duty ; and he
who frequently,fervently, and believingly approach-
es the throne of gruce in prayer for the salvation of
his hearers, may rest assured, that in his own good
time and way, God will answer his supplications,
and crown his labours with success, in the convic-
tion and conversion of sinners, andin the spiritual
improvement of saints, The examples of prayer
for others, the commands to pray fur others, the
answers to prayer for others, and the benefits of
prayer for others, contzined in scripture, are num-
erous. For encouragement to imitate these ex-
amples, for being persuaded of the indispensable
obligation of compliance with these commands,
in order to receive these answers and experience

these benefits, let usadvert to a few of them. lo
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Luke xxii. 82, we have the cxample of Christ!try. Such, however, is not the case, This topic
praying for Peter. Tn various parts of Johu's goe Jis not usaally introduced on occasions like the
pely we have instances of Christ praying for his[present; but the very low state of religion in this
disciples ¢ let his example bie imitated by you. ln'cuumry and the mixed character, in almost cvery
i. Samuel, vii. 5, we find Samuel praying for alllcongregation, of its inhabitants, have suggested
Israel ¢ let this example also be followed by you.|it now, [However sinall a minister's congregn-
In Jeremish ¥xix. and xlii, taken together, may [ tion may bey itis very probable that in it are per-
be found an example of o command to pray for sons from different parts of the world; and thus
others, of a gracious answer to prayver for others, it becomes dificult for lum, at least fora time, to
andalso of some—indeed, many—of the beuefits acquire an adequate knowledge of their sentiments
to be expected from prayer for uthers.  Of the im  and characters.  owever conscientious and de-
portance and efficacy of intercessory prayerwe have  sirous to be fathfuly he may, and very likely will
examples from the earliest periods of the history ( by impused upon and induced to admimster the or-
of the human race. A remarkable one is record-, dmances to which we refer, to some who are un-
edin the xx. chepter of Genesis. But it is nnne- worthy to receive them.  This ditficulty may ex-
cessary, we hopey to multiply proofs of the neces- ist under the most favourable circumstances, but
sity, importance and efficacy of intercessory prayer. , it the present state of religion in this country, a
The minister who cither neglects this duty, or but minister is peculiarly exposed to it ; and in order
formally engages in it, cannot prosper in tie di.jto save himself from being a partakerin guilt with
vine life himself; nor has he rcason to hope that, those who may unwarrautably ask and recewe the
his Jabours will be blessed for the goud of others. | sacraments, hie will not unfrequently be under the
But he who with regulanity, siucerity and faith, per- | pumtul necessity of withholding them from s h
forms this duty, will bring downheasvenly blessings | 2 apply for them, but give no evidence of beng
upon himself, and also upon the souls of which he entitled to them. How few, for instance, have
has the care. that degree of scripturalknowledge, and possess
3. Another important part of 2 minister's duty that degree of christian character, which can watr-
is pastoral visitation, 1Lis Jubours are not to be 74! & minister to admit them to the Lord's supper !
confined tothe pulpit and the sabbath,  As far as Andin acase where neither father nor mother is a
time for due and caretul preparation for the public mewmber of the church, noratall fit for being re-
preaching of the gospel will permit, when n sea ceived as such, the children are not entitled to bap-
sonable opportumty oflurs, and when the case of tism. To baptize their children, would be to en-
any of his flock peculiarly calls for it, he will profit | conrage such parents tolive onin their carcless-
both himself and his people by going from house|ness and irreligion, and to be the oceasion of add-
to house, and instructing them, reading the scrip- ing to all their other sing, the great guilt of receiv-
tures to them, and praying with them privately. ing, or rather profaning a holy ordinance never
On such occasions he will be best able to find out | intended for them in their present condition.  Ifow
the particular wants of his licarers, and so be able | eCessaTY, therefure, is it in a minister to he strict
to accornmodate his instructions to their under- ' and conscientious in thi« matter ; for to be so is
standings, aud to bring them home to their hearts the best, because the scripture way of promoting
and conscicnces with greater closeness of applica-j the &7ext object of the pastoral ofiice.
tion than he could do in public. ~ And farther, by| 9. Theonly other topic on which I would ad-
thus visiting and conversing with his people he|dress you, is the preaching of the word—the gos-
will come to know better how to address them i pel of the grace of God—the glad tidmge of salva-
public. In the discharge of this part of your|tionto guilty, lost aud helpless sinners, through
ministerial duty, the condition of the aged, the|the incamation and bumiliation, the vbedience and
sick and the dying, will have astrong claun upon  Sufleriugs, the death and resurrection, and the
yourattention. Persons in such circumstances | A<cension and intercessiun of the eternal Son of
stand pecularly in need of those consolations and Gud, and the regenerating influence of the Holy
supports which the gospel of peace alone can of- | Spirit. This duty of your office I have designedly
ford ; and it will be your duty to munister to thew reserved fur the last —nut a8 being the Jeast, but
necessities. ag heing the greatest—the most importunt—the
4. The next part of a minister's duty, which 1 prmclpal duty \\'hihch 1 mi‘mater of.' Christ has to
would briefly noticc, is the dispensing of the ords- dx:c:hurgc_. 0'! this part of the subject let me sug-
nances of the gospel—baptistnand the Lord’s sup- | 8¢5 the following things.
per.  Perhaps by some it inay be thuught umie | The word ought to be preached with much
cessary to advert to this part ol the gospel minis. | plednness. Itis to befeared that ministers not
2F
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unfrequently estiinate too highly the degree of
knowledge aitained by their hearers, and therefore
are not sufliciently simple and clear in their preach
ing. Inevery congregation there are those who,
cunsidering the years at which they have arrived,
and the time during which they have sat under
the ministry of the gospel, mightbe qualified to
teach others 3 but who, nevertheless, hove need to
be taught the first princaples of the oracles of God.,
With the consciences of stimers there must be
close dealing, and trequent recurrence to those aw-
ful representations of their guilt and danger with
which the scriptures ubound.  Those who are
sleeping the deep sleep of spiritual death, are not
casily awakened. ‘I'he carcless and irreligious
are rarely impressed with any thing that is not of
an alarming nawre.  To the ignorant, therefore,
it is necessary that you speak plinly ; to the
carcless and sccure you must frequently cause the
trumpet to send forth the loudest and most pierc-
ing sound which you are capable of producing.
Allow not sinners to walk on in the broud road
that Jeadeth to destruction, without hearing your
warning voice calling themto retumn. You must
set before them life and death, the blessing and the
the curse, heaven and hell, in the strongest terms.
Without plainness of preaching sinners cannot be
converted, nor saints edified,

The word must be preached fuithfully. You

must declare the whole counsel of God whether
men will ear or whether they will forbear.  You
are to keep back no part, but declare the whole
without reserve.  You must not, for fear of offend-
ng any of your hearers, hesitate to assert and
mumtan any scrptural doctrine which may be of-
{ensive to thar prejudices, or to mculeate any duty
in the discharge of which they are glaringly de-
ficicnt, or to denounceany sin of which they are
notoriously guilty.  You must remember that if
you were to attempt, or cven to wish, to please
men, you will no longer be the servant of Christ ;
that therefore you must so speak, not as pleasing
wen but Gud who trieth your heart.

The word ought to be preached solemaly.
And surely if the deepest solemnity is on any oc-
casion becoming, it is when in Christ's stead you
are besceching sinuers to bereconciled to Gud—
when you are setting before them the infinitely
important realitics of death, and judgment, and
ciernity—when you are discoursing to them of
heaven in all its transcendant glories, or of hell
in all its unuticrable horrors.  How fervemtly
ought you to pray, that ou all oceasions you may
hic cnabled 10 preach the word with @ solemmty m
¥ouie degrce becoming the grandeur of the sub-
jecisof which you treat—a solemmnity caleulated
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to awethe thoughtless, and to make them fee)
that religion is indeed a serious thung—the most
serious of all things, and that to be indifferent about
it is folly and smadness which no languageis stroug
enough to describe,

But the word ought also to be preached affec-
tionately.  You must endeavour to convinee your
hearers that you love them with tender affection,
and are most anxious to promote their best inter-
ests.  You must study to address them with the
kindly fecling, the earnest tone and the winning
manmer of a parent counselling, warning and rebuk.
ing, comforting and encouraging his beloved
children, accordiny to their various circumstances
and necessities.  Even when you speak to them of
the worm that never dies, of the fire that is not
quenched, and of the wretchedness of those who
go away into cverlasting punishment, it will be
with a trembling concern lest any of them should
be subjected to so appaling a doom. The whale
of your ministrations ought to be the offspring of
love and affection ; and with the tenderness of
christiun compassion you ought to beseech them to
be reconciled to God, and to flee from the wrath
to come.

In conclusion, then, and in the language of the
apostle, “I charge you before God and the Lord
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the
dead at Ins appeanng and kingdowm, preach the
word ; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and
doctrine.” May you prove vourself a workwan
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth. May you so preach, and may
vour people so hear, that the word inay be to you
and to them the savour of life unto hfe, and the
power of God unto salvation.—ANESN.

REPLECTINONG ON THE NIW YEAR.

Uroin Feazmente, frmn the Sty of a Pactar, By Gardaer
Fpring, 1'astor of e brick Preshiyterian Church in the
Cuy of New-York
Can it be that another year bas fied?  With all

itsjoys and trials, all its sins and duties, all its in-

structions and privileges,—is it fed3  Yes, it is
conc. It has tenminated the lives of willions, and
hkean irresistible cursent, has borue than on to the
grave and the judgment.  Ithas gone.  Like adream

of the mght, it has gone!
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Amid the rapids of time, there are few oljects
a man observes with less care and distiuctaess than
himself.  To one standing on the snure, the current
appears to pass by with inconceivable swiftness, but
to one who is himself ghding down the stream, the
face of this vast extent of waters is unruffled, and all
around him is a dead calm. 1t is only by louking
towards the shore, by discerning here and there a
distant landmark, by casting his e¢yc back upon the
scenery that is retiring from his view, that he secs he
is going forward. And lhow fast! The tall pine
that stands alone on the mountain’s brow, casts its
shade fardown the valley; whilethe huge promonto-
ry throws its shadow alinest mmmeasurably on the
plain bLelow. It is but a few years, and 1 was
greeting lif’s opening day.  But yesterday, 1
thought mysclf approaching its mendian.  To-day
1 look for those mieridian splendors, and they are ci-
ther wholly vanished, or just descending behind
the evening cloud. I cannot expect to weather
out thestorms of this tempestuous clime much longer
A few more bitlows on these dangerous scas, perhaps
a few days of fuir weather, is the most Ican look for,
beforc Lam cither shipwrecked, or seach my desired
haven.

Why fly these years so rapidly 3 Itis in anticipa~
tion ratlier than retraspect, that men put tvo lugh an
estimate upon carthly things. 1 have been wander-
ing to-day in the grave-yard. I have trodiden sofily
on the place of my fathers' sepulchres.  I'have been
playing with the willow and the cypress that weep
over their dust.  ‘The gencrations of nen dicell hare.
Yes, here they are.  Those whom I Liave loved, and
still love, and hape to love, are here.  T%c faskion of
this world passctk awcay. The fur fabsic of carthly
good is built upon the samd. It rocks and fulls un-
der the first stroke of the tempest.  Man, at ks best
estale is allugether vanidy. Itis well thatit is so.
Were it otherwise, we should put far off the evil day,
and live as if wc flattered vursclves with immortalty
on the carth. When the Duke of Venmice shewed
Charles the Fifth the treasury of St. Murk, and the
glory of his princely palace, instead of admiring than,
he remarked, * These are the things that make men so
loath t0 dic.”

On what rapid wings has this last year sped its
course! IJow surcand centain an approximation to
the close of tlus canthly existence!  Every year adds
to what is past and leates less to come.  WRat s yoar
bfcT I asceen as a capaur thatl appearclh for a lil-
Ue time, and then vanisketk arcay.  What is it, when
compared with the amount of labour to be accom-
plished, and  the magnitude of the interests at stake ?
What is it, compared wita the facility with which
wmay be interrupted, and thic ten thousand causes of
deeay and dissolution 1t is destined 1o cncounter?
What is it, when compared with the cver enduring
existence to which it is an introduction 7 How fu.
gitive? how fril ! landly has the weary traveller
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laid himself down to rest, when he is suminoned
away to pursue his journey, or alld tw lus ever
lasting hume.  We spead our yeass as a tale that is
tald.  The flying cloud, the cvanescent vapuur, the
arrow just propdid fiom the stang, the withering
the fluwer whose beauty scarcdy bLluems
ere it is faddd, and  whose fragrauce s scarcely jer-
ceptible ere it is gone, are apt similitudes of the 1 fe
of man,

Qrass,

1 am hut a wanderer, a pilgrim, a snjourncr on the
cartii.  Though cvery thing is cheerful about me, I
feel to-day exiled and alone. A thousand recollee-
tions crowd upon my mind to remind me ofthe past,
to premonish me of the future, and to lead me 1o some
just conceptions of the present.  ‘Fhis world is not
wy home. L have made it my restine place too long.
I hear a voice to-day, in accents sweet as angels use,
whispering to my lonely heart, Arisc, and depart
hence, for this is not yonur rest! 1 am away frem
my Father's house. I have felt vexations and trials,
I have cxperienced disappointments and lusses. [
have known the alienation of canthly fricnds. 1 am
not astranger to dejected hopes. 1 know something
of conflicts within. But now and then I have =
glimpse of the distant and promised inheritance,
which more than compensates me fur all, It is o
gricf of hieart 10 1 that T have no ceduring pouivn
beneath the sun. Tam but a passing traveller hieve.
Iwould fuin feel like one who is jassing from pl.c:
to place, and goang from object to ol ject, with his ve
fiad on sone long-wislud for wbude beyond, while
every suceessive scene brings ine muarcr to the cid of
my course, and all thase cantliy vicissizales codear o
me the hopes of that final rest. To live hiere, o -
aver happaily, howaver usefully, hawever well, st
not bomy wltimate olject. 1 was Lom for cterniiy.
Nay, Lam the tenant of cteanity cven now.  Taaie
Ielongs to cternity. It is a sort of ix%hmus, or rathe
or a dinde gulpk, with given demareations, sat off and
Lounded by lincs of ignorance; but it mingles with
the Loundless feod—it belongs to cternity sl
A great change indeed awnits us. We must drop
this tabernacle and zo into a world of spirits.  But
we shall bz in the swac duraton. I anust Jive for
cternity.

In entering on another year, T know not from what
unexpected quarter, or a2 what an unguarded hour,
difiicultics and  dangers may come. O that I could
cngoy mere of the fovenr of Gud, more of the jrescice
of the Saviour, more of the scaling of the cver blisse
ol Spirit! O for wore of a calm, approving con-
scienee, and miore of the delightful influence of iz
peace-speabing Wowd of Jesus Chirist!  From same
cause or athier, L begin this year with o teembling
heart. I fear T any lose my way. U am afraid lest
I should turn aside from the stenight path; Test §
wmay repose in the bower of indolence and ease; Iest
L may sleep on enchanted ground; lest T should he

cnsnared, if ot destroyed by an unhallowed curiosi-
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ty; lest I should be betrayed by my own presumption
and self-confidence. I cun vemember zome who hanve
forsaken the way and fallen into swares; and the
sad memorials of their foily are strewed along my
path.  Why should 1 hope to puss unwatched or un-
molested?  The enemy is not asteep.  Many a time
have I been Lafled by lns artfices.  Rest where ]
will, and risc when 1 may, he is always at my side.
And shall {dream of peace? Shall I not watch and
pray?  Will nat presumption and sloth cost medear?
Blessed God ! hold thou me up, and 1 shall be safe!
Pity thy erring creature.  Forgive thy wandering
child, Keep, and with the bounties of thy grace,
bless thy poor suppliant.  Preserve him another
year. Let him not be conformed to this world.  Give
him & warm and humble heart.  Let nothing inter-
rupt, or retard his progress toward the Zion above !

1 would live another year, if it be my heavenly
Father's will.  And yet I would not hive to su, and
fall, and reprouch wy Saviowr and lus blessad cause.
Better die than live to no geod purpose! 1 would
livetillmy work is dose—cheerful when it is most ar-
duous, uud grateful for sirength accordmng to my day.
Buat 1 would not beafraid to die.  Shalt the etald de-
airc 10 be away from his Fathers house 7 Shall the
traveller, alrecady weary, chouse to have lus sty inthe
wilderness prolonged 7 It were a sad sight to sce o
Christian die with regret—to sce him go home, as if
he were going to a prisou! O et me think much
and often of my heavenly home!

 Jerusalem, my happy home!
Name everdear to me!

TWhen shall my labours iave an end,
I joy and peace in thee?

Jerusalem, my happy home!
My soul suill pants for thee;
Then shall my labours have an end,
When I thy joys shall see.”

Let me then often climb the mount of contempla.
tion, and prayer, and praise, and there try to catch a
glimpse of the glory Lo be revealed, and ger my cold
heant affected with a view of its yet distant cidear-
ments. Love to God—communion with Gad—devo-
tedness to God, thesc are the forctastes of heaven. It
through the cares and duties of sccular hife, U cannat
preserve an invariable tendency of mind toward that
Lioly world,—lct it be a more hubitual and ficquan
tendency ! I fecd the sorrows of dus gwity msenst
Dility, this languor of sparnal affection, and long for
thosc hallowed moments when the meltings of contri-
tion, the fervours of desire, the vividness of’ fuih, and
the hope full of immortality shall shed  ther sacred
fragraucc over any spirs, and make nte pant for hea-
ven. Nor let it be & transient cmotion, kindled by
somc wmomanary excitement, or awakawd by some
impulsc of the imagination,, but marked by alt the
ardour of passion and all the constaney of punaple.
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Spivit of the Redeemer! shed abroad thine own love
in tlus poor heart of mine, and thus seal it to the day
of vternal vedemption,  Letme great every truth, eve.
ry providence, cvery meditation that shall invite me
1o more intmate mtercourse with heaven,  Let me
dwell upont the communications sent down from that
blessed world to chieer my faiuting spivit and revive
my courage by the way. Let me welcomethose mes.
sages of divine providence that are designed and
udapted to intercept my constant view of earth, and
bring the realities of cternity near. Lect me grieve
at nothing that makes me familiar with heaven.  Let
me never mourn when some litde stream of comfort
and joy is dried up, aud 1 am driven more directly to
the Fountain,  Let me take a fresh departure: for the
land of promise from the beginning of this New
Year. Twould fam ook upward with a more stead-
fast eye, and mavch onward with a firmer step. Nor
wanld 1 lnse sight of the cloud by day, and the pu-
lur of firc by night, but go where it goes, and rest
where it rests.

And who, ko will remain behind 2 "Who will be
content 1o have lus hopes bounded Ly the narrow
scenes of earth? - Go up, feliow travellor to cternie
1y, g0 up to some sclected eminence of thought, where
the splendours of the Iloly Cuy shalt Lreak upon
your view. Tlus world 1s not your home, any more
than mine. It cannot comfort yar, more than it has
comforted me.  You may be called away from all its
scenes as soon as L. Yeur journey to the grave may
be shorter cven than aine.  Nay, this year, thou
mayest die.

A CATECHISY OX TNHF GOVERNMENT AND DISCIPLINE
OF TUX PRESUYTERIAN CHURCIE,

CHAVTER 11,
The Cunslitution and Jurisdiction of Church Courls.

T Wi is the natute and extent of that authoris
v which Chri~thas given tothe rulersof the Chureh?

liis mciely wnmscerial and subordanate. 2 Cor. 1
24 Nt tos thatwe have domunon over your fat -
butare belpers of your joy.'

11 What is meant by Ministensa) authority 2

It is awthority, as Ministers or servants of Chrig,
to proclaim, apply, and execute his laws for promo
ting the order and spiriuat edatication of the Church.

I What is meam by sabordinate authority ?

His the subjection of the infernior to the supetior
Court of the Jard's louse,—as of Sessionto Prees
Lytery, and of Preshytery to Synod, and of all &
Christ.

1V, tow is this rulc or authoruy exercised

Byihe Preshyions of Blders assembled in Sessior,

Preshytery, Syuwd, or general Assembly.  Acts xv.
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G. ' Andthe Apostles and Elderscame together for to
cousider of’ this matter,?

V. Whatis a Church Session ?

It is the ruling Elders of any patticular congrega-
tion met asa Church Court. W inay be called & cun-
gregational Presbytery. 1 Cor. v. 4, 13 *In the
name of the Lord Jesus, when yonare gathered to-

gether  ‘ Put away from among yourselves that
iols 3 M
wicked person.

VI In what manner should the business of the
Session be conducted ?

‘The meeting should be constituted by prayer, inthe
name of Christ, each member called on by the mode-
rator 1o give his opinion on the subject under consid-
eration, and the question afterwards decided by a ma-
Jority ol votes. Its decision may be appealddfromto
the Presbytery.

V1l How are matters brought before the Sessiun
for judgment 2

By any Elder, asan averseer of the Church; o1 by
any other person preferring acomplaint, or preseniing
i memorial,

VUI. Who are subject tothe authurity of Session ?

All the members of the Church of which it has the
oversight.

IX. "What is the duty of cach Church towards the
Session ?

To respect and upliold thatauthurity whick is given

are a,|)plicd in government, withall the necessary and
expedient details, to particular congregations, by the
Session ;10 the Churchesof a convenent district, by
ibe Presbytery ; and w the whole Church, by Synod
ur General Assembly. * Thas s the Law of the house.?
Eret xliii 12, ¢ Let ali things be cone decently, and
morder.? 1 Cor.xiv. 40.

CHAPTER 111,
Discipline of the Church.

I Wit is the Seniptaral character of a Christian
Church?

L. lvis asocicty of persoas separated from the rest
ol mankind, John X301 16, *They are not of the
Wulld!  Aets xix. 9. When divers were hardened,
he departed from them, and separated the disciples.’—

2. Professing 1o behieve m Chnist, Acts viii. 37. ¢ He
atiswered and said, I believe that Jesus Chnist is the
Sun ol Gud'—T'0 be sanciificd by s Spint. 1 Cor.

itby Christ; torender a cheerful obedience t its des i-2 ¢ Unto the Chureh of Gad which is at Corinth;?
cisions, in the Lord; aud cordially co-gperaie in the v them that are sanctified.— And to observe his ordi-
plans of usefuliess which it recvinmends. 1T hess. platives, 1 Cut. X0, 2, :.:\ml keep the ordinances as
¥ 12,13 C And we baseech you, bucibien, to huow (@ ddlivereddem o yon”  Ma. xxvin, 26 * Teach-
them which abour among you, aud are over youtn g ingthem to vbserve ali things whatsuever 1 have com-

the Lord, and admonish vou, Andio estcemn then
very highly in love, forthéir work's sake.  And be at
peace ;unony yourselves.?

X Of whatdoes 2 Presbytery consist 2

Of the Ministers of a convenient district, with a
suling Elder from each congregation,

XL What is the extent of its jurisdiction?

Ii extends 1o its own members, and 1o the several
Sessions and congregations belonging to it Itisa
Courtof’ Appeal frem Sessions, snd has the generzi
oversight of the congregations under jts care. An
ap(c:ll licsfrom its decision tothe Synod.

Al Of what does a Synod consist ?

It consists of the Ministers of several Preshyterics,
with a ruling Elder from each Session, luthe Pres.
byterian Churches of Ircland, it _is the Supreme
Courtof jurisdiction andappeal. But in ather more
numerous and extended Churches there is also a
Gencral Assembly, composed of a spuaific number of
Ministersand ruling Eklcm, appoiuted by the Presby -
terics.

XHI Docs the New Testament furnisk any mo-
del of Presbyterian Government by such Church
Courts 1

It does, in the I5th chapter of the Acts,

XIV How does the 15th chapier of Acts cslablish
that formn of Church government ?

tmanded yon.?

dll. Ly what means is this character to be preserv-
cd!?

By the faiihful exercise of a Scriptural discipline.
1 Cor.v. 7. *Purge ont, therelore, the old leaven,
that ye may be 2 new lump.!  (Sce context.)

1. What shoulq be the conduct of 2 Chuteh Court
in exercising discipline ?

It should be, 1st orderly. 1 Cor. xiv. 40. *Let
allibings be done decently, and in order.’  2d. Meek.
Gal. vi. 1. ‘Restore sach an one in the spirit off
weekness’ 3d. Solemn. 1 Pete iv. 11 YIf any
man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God??
$he Impartivd.  1°Tin. v, 21, *Doiug nothing by
pariinlisy.’

IV, In admitting to membcershipin the Church, are
the Rulers bound to receive those enly whe are really
saints?

‘That any man is really a saint, can beknown only
toGud. It wounld, thereture, be absurd to wake what
st be a seeret to men, the ground of their forming
ajudgment. (See Deut. xxix. 29.) Our Lord and
his Aposiles have tanght vy, thatthe seeret state of the
soulis notto be the subject of our judzmnent, when
persuny apply for wembenhip in the visible Church.
Claisent fuiih Judas, an dufidel and traitor, as a
preachier, admitied him 10 his fellowship, and perhaps

“The facts therein recorded furour example, farnish [iv pariahe ot his supper, (see Luke xxi. 19,20, 91,)
fis outline or general principles. In the Church atyuid did ot cut him oit 0l hie had proved Ins hypoc-
Antioch a question. was_ disputed, affccung the fuith j1isy v an eeertact, Sodid wspited Apustles 1o Si-

and practice of 2l the Churches of Christ. Ver. 1,
2. ltwas referred, forseilement, 1o an assembly to
be convened at Jelusalem, Ver. 2. ‘The Assembly
consisted of the Rulers of the Citareh, but was apen
wthepeople.  Ver.6,12. Itacted in a deliberatine
caparity  Ver 7,12,13  Itdecided, notby dircct in-
spirtion but by discussion and_ consideration, undee
the ordinary guidance of the Holy Ghest. Ver. 7,
22,23 Onemember of the Assembly proposed a re-
selution, which was wiasimasly edopled s its dects.
iononthe question. Ver. 19,92, The deerec thus
enacted was authoritative, and extended o ati the
Churches Ver, 295 and el xvil § These

~y

principles ithnt

mua Magnus,  (See Acts viii. 13, 93, sce also Mau.
xxve1,4.)
V. What, then, cniitles an individualto the com-
tunton of the Chureh 1
His giving a eredidls profession of faith in Christ.
Adsxix. 180 “And many that believed came ang
cuntessed, and shewed their deeds,  (Acts viii. 12,
Jul the infants of bedievers are also to be regard-
ed as members, and as having atile to baptism. Gen:
Xuid T 1 will esiubish imy covenane between me
and thee, and thy seed altes the, to be a God unto
thee, 2ad tothy seed afterthee”  Ver. 12, *Aund he

is eight davs old shall be circumeised ;* compar-
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ed with Acts ii. 33, ¢ Repent and be baptized,” ‘ for the

romise is unto you and to your children.’ See, also,
}I)\/Iatt. xix. 14. ‘Suffer little children, and forbid them
not, to come unto me, for of such is the kingdom ot
heaven.” 1Cor. vii. 14. “The unbelieving husband
is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is
sanctified by the busband: else were your children
unclean; but now are they holy.’ Acts xvi. 15. ¢ She
was baptized and her household. 1 Cor.i. 16. ‘I
bapiized also the household of Stephanas.” Acts xvi.
33. ¢ Washbaptized, he and all his, straightway.’

VI. When is a person to be regarded as making a
eredible profession ?

That man is tobe viewed as makinga credible pro-
fession of religion, who manifests an acquaintance
with the leading doctrines of the Gospel, who de-
clares himself a believer in these doctrines, who pro-
fesses that his heart has been renewed by the Spirit of
God, and who maintains a conduct and conversation
becoming the Gospel. Rom. x.10. ¢ With the heart
man believeth unto righteousness ; and with the mouth
confession is made unio salvation’ Acts xvi. 33.
¢ And he took them the same hour of the night, and
washed their stripes; and was baptized.’ Luke iii.
8. ¢Bring forth, therefore, fruits worthy of repen-
tance.’

VIL But did not the Apostles receive persons unto
the Church by baptism, without waiting for any evi-
dence of the eredibility of their profession ?

All who then joined the Church, did soat the risk
of liberty, property, and life ; and this of itself wasa
most satisfactory evidence of their sincerity in making
such profession.

VIII. Do the members of the Church, after their
admission, continue subject to the authority of the
Rulers?

Yes. Such authority on the one part, and obedience
on the other, are most plainly sanctioned by the law
of Christ. 1Cor.v.12,13. ‘Do not ye judge them
that are within? ¢ But them that are without, God
judgeth.’ Heb. xiii. 17. ‘Obey them that have the
rule over yau.’

IX. For whatoffences are members liable to trial,
and Church censure ?

It would be wrongto subject a member to Church
«censure, or even trial, for every misdemeanour; but
they are to bg so subjected, for—

1. Errorsin doctrine. Rom. xvi. 17. ¢ Mark them
which cause divisions and offences, contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them.’
Tit. iii. 10. ‘A man thatis an heretic, after the first
and second admonition, reject.’

2. Immorality in practice. 2 Chron. xxiii. 19. ‘He
set the porters at the gates of the house of the Lord,
that none which was unclean in any thing should en-
terin’ Eph, v.11. ‘Haveno fellowship with the
unfrujtful works of darkness, but rather reprove
them.! See, also, Rev. ii. 20.

3. Despising the authorily, or order, or ordinances,

of the Church, 1Cor. xi.2. *Now I praise you,
brethren, that you remember me in all things, and
keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you.’ 2
Thes. iii. 6. ¢ Now we command you, brethren, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw your-
selves from every brother that walketh disorderly,
anc! not after the tradition which he received of
us,
4. Neglecting the public, domestic, or secret duties
of religion. Heb. x. 25. ¢ Not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together, as the manner of some
is.” Jer. x.25. ‘Pour out thy fury upon the heathen
that know thee not, and upon the families that call not
on thy name. Matt. vi. 6. ‘But thou, when thou
prayest, enter intothy closet; and when thou hasshut
thy door, pray tothy Father which is- in secret.’
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X. Do all offences subject the person to the sameé
censure ? .
No. Forasthe degrees of guilt are different, S0
should be the punishment. (See Matt. v. xxii.) Hence
some are to be rebuked. 'Tit.i.13. * Rebuke the®
sharply, that they may be sound in the faith.’ Others
suspended {rom the privileges of the Church, 2 Thes-
iii. 14,15, ‘If any man ohey not our word by thiS
episile, ncte that man, and have no company with
him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count )l;im not a5
an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.’ Other’
‘cut off’ from connection with the Church.” 1 Cor.¥;
13. ‘Put away from among yourselves that wicked
person.’ Gal v.12. ‘Iwould they were even cuf ”f
which trouble you.’
X1. Does not Scripture attach
to the censures of the Church?
_Yes. Forthe sentence, when pronounced acco¥
ding to Christ’s law, is ratified in heaven; and if th®
individual be wholly * cut off’ from the Churech, he 5
delivered up to Satan, the god of this world, as asu?
Jectof his visible kingdom.” Matt. xviii. 18, ¢ Ver¥®
ly, I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on eafdﬁ
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye sha
‘loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven.’ 1 Cor. V-5
: To deliver such an one unto Satan.’ 1 Tim.i. i
Of whom js Hymeneus and Alexander, whom
have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not
blasgheme,’ .
_ XII. What is the duty .of those who have bee®
Judged worthy of censure? )
Tohumble themselves under it,—to submit to it
to repent, and do their first works. 1 Pet.v.6. ¢ H“n‘;
ble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand &
God, that he may exalt you in due time.’ ¥Ieb. ziik
17. " Submit yourselves” Rev.ii. 5. ‘Regembe”
therefore, from whence thou art fallen, an l'ePen"
and do the first works.’ L,
XIIL Is it lawful ever to restore to the comﬂ‘“r
nl(zn %g'?the Church one who has been suspended:
cut o p
Yes, itis. Whenever sufficient evidence has be‘bg
afforded of repentance and reformation, he may >
restored. Gal. vi. 1. ‘Brethren,if a man be over®
ken in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore suc
one, in the spiritof meekness.” John xx.23 * WE‘O“
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them.
XIV. Are any censures to he made public? _, B
Yes, such as are occasioned by offences Wmcﬂ;
from their magnitude and publicity, are calculate -
bring scandal on the Church. ¢ Cor.ji.6. ‘SU°
cientto such a man is this punishment, which wasi%
flicted of many’ 1 Tim.v.20. *Them thatsi® *
buke before all, that others also may fear.’ an
. XV. Does any sentence of the Church exclude
individual from hearing the Gospel preached? cor
_No. Ttisto be preached to the guiltiest, (see 1 “2
Xiv. 25.); and it is especially the duty of such t0
tend on'the ministraticns of the Word. he
X VI Isinjury done to the people of God, by ¢
neglect of discipline in the Churcﬁ 7

a solemn importanc®

Yes. When the Church is not kept pure, goill’
persons will be deterred from joining it. 1Cor- ¥V .

‘But now I have written unto you not to keep et
pany; if any man that is ca]]edya brother be 3f(:, Iy
cator, or covetous, or an idolator, or a railer, pot
drunkard, or an extortioner, with such an oné 2% 1
to eat’ 1 Cor. x.20. ‘Iwould not that ye .shothe
have fellowship with devils’ And those 1%
Church who are, or may become, pious, Wle out
obliged tn separate from it. Rev. xviii. 4. ‘C Omsins,
of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of be¥

and that ye receive not of her plagues.’

XVIL Is ipjury done to the sinner

by such nef’
lect ? -
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Yes. By it he willhe confirmed iun his careless-
zess, self-deception, and sm. Ez. xni. 10,22, * They
pave seduced my people, saying, Pcace and there was
o peace; and oue budlt up & wall, and, lo, vthers
Jaubed it with untempered mortar.’ * Wh lies ye
pave made the heart of the righicous sud, whom 1
pave not made sad; and strengthenad the hands of
e wicked, that he should nut return trom sis wicked
way, by promising him lite.’ Andasihe last means
appointed by Christ v lead lum (v repentance is neg-
lected, he is in great danger of finally penishing. 1
Cor. v. 5. ‘To deliver such an une unte Satan fur the
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may he saved
n the day ot the Lord Jesus.

XVIHI Isinjury done to the Church by this neg-
lect?

Yes. Ist. By this countenancing of sin, the Chureh
of Christ is made to appear as unholy as the Kingdum
of Satan.  Jer. vii. 11, ¢ Is ttus house, which 1s call-
ol by my name, hecome & den of robbers in your
ges? 1 Cor. xi. 21,22, *One is hungry, and an-
dherisdrunken. What! have ye not houses to cat
anddrink in? or despise ye the Church of God ' 2d.
Sacted ordinances are prosututed.  Ezek. xxii. 26.
*Her priests have violatc& my law, and have protaned
mine holy things : they have putnoditierence between
the holy and profane, neither havethey shewed difler-
ence between the unctean and the clean.’ 3d. The
head of the Church 1s dishvnoured. 2 Sam. xn, 4.
By this deed, thou hast given great occasion Lo the
«emies ot the Lord to blaspheme.  Rom, i 24.
+Phe name of God is blasphemed amung the Gentiles,
wrough you.' 4ih. ‘The Holy Spint » gneved, and

rovoked to withdraw, Eph. 1v.30. - Grieve not the

oly Spirit.’  Gen. vi. 3. *My spirit shall not al-
waysstrive with man’  Rev.an 5. ¢ I will come un-
to thee quickly, and will remove thy candlesuck om
of his place, except thou repent.”  5th. The wrath of
God 1s brought on the Church. Joshua xxui. 20. ¢ Did
ot Achan commit atrespassim the aceursed thing, and
wrath fell on al the congiegatim ot Isracl ¥ and that
man perished not aloncin his nuquity.’ 1 Chron. xv.
13. ¢ The Lord our God made a breach upon us, for
that we sought him not after the due order.’ 1 Cor.
1i.30. ‘For this cause many are weak and sickly
among you, and many sleep.’

XI1X. May not a Charch so far apostatize by the
negleet of discapline, as w cease 1o be a Church of
Christ, and become asynagoguc of Satan?

Yes. This has sometuues happened. Rev.n. 9.
'I know the blasphemy of them which say they are
Jews, and are nut, but are the synagugue of Saran.'
Rev.i1i. 9. ¢ Them of the synagugue of Saan, which
say theyare Jews.!  16th verse,—* Because thou art
lokewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spuc thee
outof my mouth.’

XX. What tenefits may anse to the offender from
the exercisc of discipline?

By this he sees sin to beevil and shameful. 2
Thess. iii. 14. *If any man_cbey not our word by
ihis cpistle, note that man, and have nocompany \\'il?l
him, that he may be ashamed.” And if he seecive
the censure in & proper spitit, it has a powerlul ten-
dency to huinble, reclaim, and edity bim. 2 Cor. x.
8. Our authority which the Lord hath given us for
cdification.’

XX1. What benefits arise to the Church from the
faithfu exercise of discipline ?

1. Hercby sinners are discouraged from hypo-
tritically joining the Church, and the leaven \\‘?ucll
mightinfect the whole lump is purged omt. 1. Cor. v.
7 *Purge out, theretore, the old leaven, that ye may
be anew lumnp.’

2. The nnmgcr of her true converts incrcased. Acts
awi.4,5. ¢ Asthey went throngh the cities, they de-
livered them the decrees for t keep, that were vrdain.

an

ed of the Apostles and Elders, which were at Jerusa-
lem; and so were the Churches established in the
taith, and inereased in number dailv* Actsv. 11,13,
14, * And great tear came upon allthe Chureh, and
upon as many as heard these things!  * And of the
1est, durst no man join himselt 10 them; but the
peaple magmfied them.  And believers were the more
ml«{c(( 1o the Lord, muttitudes both of men and wo-
men.’ 3. Her holness mamiested.  John i 16
*Tahe these things henee s make not my Father's
house an house ot merchandize’  4th. The honour
of her Hlead vindicated.  Ez. xxxvi. 23, *The hea-
then shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord
God, when I shall be sanctificd in you, beforc their
eyer.' Sih. And God's gracious presence and blessing
secured 2 Cor vi. 17,18 * Come out from among
thew, and be ve separate, saith the Lord, andtouchnot
the onelean thing; and I will reccive you, and be a
Father unto you, and ve shall be my sons and daugh-
ters, sand the Lord Atamghiy.” Rev. iii 10, * Be-
cau~ethou hast kept the word of my patience, Ialso
will keep thee fram the hour of temptation.”

XXII' Butmay notthe offender, by the exercise of
discipline, be led 1o forsahe the preaching of the Gos-
pel,and thus become more hardened

A~ disciphne 1s an crdinance of God, we must ex-
pect the neglect, rather than the exerciseof itto harden
the <inner; but if, in his pride and vbstinacy, he disre-
gard the advantages which flow from it, when receiv-
ed ina right <pirit, the rulers of the Church are not
to be deterred from their duty, any more than than the
Minwter of the Gospel from preaching, because many
arc hardened by i1, and have their guilt and dangers
mereased. @ Cor. ii. 16. *"T'o the one we are thesa-
vaurof death unto death ; and tothe other, the savour
of hife unto lite. Jude v 19. ¢ Thece be they who
separate themselves, sensual, having not the spirit.

XXIHI Arethe rulersof the Chureh deeply respon-
sible forthe right exercice of diseipline ?

‘I'hey who hold oflice by appointient, from Christ,
whose faithiulness will be I{Hlowcd by so many and
areat blessinas —whose negligence must be the source
of such deep and lasting injuriesto the Church, dis-
honour to Christ, and evil o <inners,—should feel
themselves under 2 most solemn responsibility, in this
maner, and must expeet 1o be called toa most striet ac-
count at the day of judgment, for the part which they
act, in relation 10 it. 1 Pet. v. 4. ¢ And when the
Chicf Shepherd <hall appear, ye shall receivea crown
of zlory that fadeth notaway > Heb xiii 17 ¢ Obey
them that bave the rule over you, and submit your-
selves; for they watch for your souls, as they that
must give accmint ; that they may do it with joy, and
not with gricf?

(To be concluded in our next.)

THE GOSPEL, MESSENGER.
How high the bonour is to hear the scal
OFf an zbassador of Gud to men,
Deliverng tas luzh behests to them,
And guiding them to their cternal weal !
0 ¢ what a baly fiame of living el
Should burn upon the altar of hia soul,
To snatch the ruined from the fell controul
Of the destroy er, who doth basely steal
The creature fram the Creator, and betray
The immortal from the statutes of bis God,
Tnto the broad and cver dawaward way
Cuonducting 10 the dark and drear abode,
Where anzeast souls consume in heliish pains

A long and howling night in red cternal chinins,
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THE REV. DR, COOR’S CLOSING ADDRESS TO THE SYNOD.

We subjoin a short extract from the Mopura-
Ton's Aporess, (The Rev. Dr, Cook, of Quebee) de-
livered at the close of the late Mecting of Synod m
Montreal. After stating that past experience of
God'sgreat and gracious interpositions in behalf of
his Church and people furnishes ground of expecta~
tion, and a plea to be urged in prayer for further
manifestations of Ilis favour, and that by consider-
ing such interpositions, the scrvantsof God had
often comforted and encouraged themselves, he
proceeded :~—

¢ Thus it was, that the prophet did, when in the
loftiest strains of inspired cloguence, ke uttered the
sublime expostulation, ¢ Awake, awake, put on
strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the an-
cient days, in the gencrations of old.  Art thou nat
it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon?
Art thou not it which hath dried the sca, the waters
of the great deep ; that hath made the depths of the
sea o way forthe ransomed to pass over?  Therefore
the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with
singing unto Zion; and cverlasting joy shall be up-
on their head; they shall obtain gladness aud joy ;
and sorrow and mwou ning shall flee away.”  He was
looking forward in prophetic anticipation to the sud
scason of the captivity at Babylon, when the Jewish
church and nation suffered under calawtics greater
than had ever befallen them at any former peniud ot
their history. Then Zion was a wilderness, and Je-
rusalem a desolation, and their holy and beautiful
house, where their fathers praised the Lord, was bumn-
ed up with fire. The gates of Zion were sunk into
the ground ; her king and  her princes were among
the Gentiles. The law was no more, and her pro-
phets found no vision of the Lord. The ways of
Zion did mourn, because none came to the solemn
feasts. Al her gates were desolate; her priests sigh-
ed; her virgins were afilicted, and she was in bitter-
ness.  Her adversaries were the chief; her enemies
prospered; and from the daughter of Zion all her
beauty was departed. It was a season of calamay
sufficient almost to have justified despondency in the
mind of a Jew. Every objcat of national reverence
and attachment was destroyed.  The sword of the
oppressor was triumphant.  Every fanmly was in-
volved in the sweeping desolation, and the children of’
the promise were driven into ignominious captitity,
from that good land to which their fathers had been
brought by the high hand and the outstretched arm of
Jechovah. Itseemicd, indeed, as if the Lord had for-
saken his peaple—as if their sins Lad provuked himto
cast them off’ forever, and he had at last forgotien to
be gracious.  Bug, strong in faith, the prophet Jooked
not alone to what was alarming and distressing in the
condition of hiscountry. e cast hiscye back on thy
marvellous history of his nation, and on Gud's deal-
ings with them in the ages that were past. And frum
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former days, hie drew the assurance that the like would
yutbe vouchsafed.  Splendid, indeed, was the long
record of lus country's dehiverances by the hand of
Jeiovah,  He could not be unmindful of the recent
interposition of God in behalf of Judah, when e
angel of the Lord went forth into the camp of the As.
syrians, and smote the thousands of Sennacherib, and
throughout the whole history of his nation, there were
the like proofs of Jehovah's interference in their favour,
But his mind, like the minds of all his countrymen of
wll ages, turned most readily to that dehiverance from
Egyptan bondage which the Lord had wrougiit for their
fathers ; and well, indeed, might he dwellon the glo.
viesof that eventful period.  Then it was, that God
cut Rakab and wounded the dragon; smote ther Egyp.
tian task-masters, amd tamed the pride of the fieres
tyrant who oppressed his people.  Then had Israq
left in safety the land of his captivity, winle from the
very fanuly of the Egypuians, there was hieard the
cry of mourning for the first born.  Then it was that
the anm of the Lord made the depths ofthe sea a way
for them to pass over, while the countless hosts of
Pharach sank Likelead i the maghty waters.  Then
did Ged guide them through the wilderness—daly
spreading lus cloud above them, and myghily lighting
up his piilar of fire to direct their path, and tell them
ot his presence.  Then had maama futlen from hiea-
ven, and water gushed forth from the flinty rock, to
satsfy then wamts,  Then had the warhke nations of
Canaan fld ULefore the wanderers of the desert; the
sun stayed his course that their victory ymght be com-
plete; Jordan was dviven back that the people mught
enter on thur inheiitance; the walls of the enemy
fell at the suund of thew trumpets; and the land that
flowed with mitk and honey was won for the chosen
of the Lord.  Oh. as he thought of thesc marvellous
doings of God for his church and  his people, was 1t
uot most natural for the prophct to entreat that smular
wterposition mght agam be vouchsafed 1« Anwnke,
awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake,
as in the ancient days, in the generations of old.”
And was it not natural for kim to expect, that as God
had done such great things m tme past, he would wot
he slow to save in the time to come ? that as he had
burst the chains of Egypuan bondage, so he would yet
turn the capuvity of Zion 3 that as he had of old,
nade the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed of
the Loid to pass over, therefore the redeemed of the
Lord should return from their long captivity and come
to Zion with singing, and the sorrows of scventy
years be forgotten mn the restored prosperity of thow
nation. And the event has tanght the church in similae
circmnstances to mutate lis example. s prayer
was huard.  Hus expectations were answered.  The
ann of the Lord dud awake.  The princes of the hea-
then were muved 1o send back the childeen of the
capiivaty anto thess own laud.  The cnval and ccclest
asucal polity of the Jewssh nation was aguin cstab-
lished,  Jerusalem rose i new splondour from s

the contemplation of the gracious intuiyositions in fruins, and a waiple was built, of which 1t was pre
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dicted, that the glory of it should excecd the glory of
the former. Then were the children of Zion like
those that dreamed. Their mouth was filled with
laughter, and their tongue with singing. It was said
among the heathen, the Lord hath dane great things
for them, and verily, they were glad because it was
80, and because though they had sown in tears, they
had now a reaping time of joy.

Need I say, brethren, that it is our duty and privi-
lege to follow the prophet’s example in the fervency of
our prayers, and to cherish the prophet's confidence
founded on the experience of God's former dealings
with his people.

‘Wemay have cause to mourn over the low and ap-
parently descrted condition of the church. But, if
from looking back upon the past, the prophet gathered
hope for the future, how much more may we? For
we have many a glorious scason of deliverance and
revival to remember in the ages which have elapsed,
since the prophet was gathercd to his fathers——sea-
sons in whichthe churchk was brought as low, as in
Egypt or in Babylon, but in which, also, the arm of
the Lord did as signally awake and put on strength,
as when leading Isracl from the house of bondage into
the Jand of promise, or the children of the captivity
from the stzcams of Babel to the hill of Zion.

Can we not look back, for instance, to the time of
the advent of the Messiah? How mclancholy and
hopeless seemed then the state of the Church and peo-
pleof God. The Jewish nation was groaning under
aforcign yoke. The spirit of picty and faith seemed
almost wholly to have forsaken the land.  The true
meaning of the sacred writings was perverted by the
traditions and the glosses of men. The spiritual
import of the splendid ritual of the temple worship
was forgotten.  Some were the victims of an austere
and melancholy fanaticism ; many were open unbe-
Jievers; and almostall were satisfied with the outward
form of godlinessalone. But there were a few even
inthat scason of darkness and decay, who waited
with devout expectation for the fulfilment of the prophe-
cies, and longed and prayed for the coming of Him
who was to prove the consolation of Isracl. And
was their expectation disappointed ; their prayer un-
answered? Ohno. Thearm of the Lord awoke.
The Desire of all nations came to Lis temple.  Af-
ter the long intervalof four hundced years, a new sea-
son of miracles and prophecy commienced.  Angels
elebrated with songs of praise the birth of a Saviour.
A star guided the sages of the East to worship at his
feet, A voice from heaven declared him the beloved
Son of the Father. The winds and waves were
hushed to rest at his biddiag. The devils trembled
at his word. The counsclsof the Father's love were
revealed.  Life and immortality were brought to
light. The promises, which for four thousand years
had gladdened the heans of the people of God, were
fulfilled ; and a new day of prosperity and glory
dawned upon the Church.

G
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Can we not also look back to the morning of the
resurrection, as another season when the mighty
power of God was specially put forth in a time of
doubt, and alarm, and misgiving to the scattered and
dispirited members of the Church? It scemed tothe
cnemies of Christ that a final triumph over him had at
length heen gained, and that all his lofty pretensions
were for cver laid to rest. It seemed as if the powers
ofhell were at length triumphant; as if the purposes of
God’slove were to be frustrated, and the race of man
lefe to perish without a remedy. Even the confiding
followers of Jesus could not understand how the Re-
deemer of Isracl should perish on a cross, and were
ready to bury every hope they had formed in that
lonely sepulchre, where the body of the Lord was
laid.  But in the hour of darkness and dismay, the
arm of the Lord awoke. Angels were sent to watch
at the Saviour’s tomb. An earthquake rolled away
the stone from the door of the sepulchre, and the Re-
deemer came forth travelling in the greatness of his
strength, mighty 10 save.  Then was the redemption
of mancompleted. Then the seal of the divine ap-
probation was affixed to the sacrifice of the cross.
Then was a way opened up for sinners, even the ho-
liest of all.  Death was robbed of 1ts sting, and the
giave of its vietory. find he who amidst sighs and
tears, and blood and death had avouched himself the
fiend and brother of our race, sat down on the
throne of the universe—Head over all things to the
Church.

Can we not also look back to the early triumphs of
christianity over Jewish bigotry and Heathen super-
stition, as another instance, when * the arm of the Lord,
did signally awake, and put on strength for the sup-
port and the advancement of the Church? Feeble,
indecd, seemed the means provided by the wisdom of
God, for carrying the gospel into a dark and unbe-
lieving world.  But the spirit of the Lord accompa-
nied them, and gave them a mighty and resistless effi-
cucy. Before the unlettered fishermen of Galilee, the
wisdom of the wise was confounded. The sword of ruth-
less and bloody persccution failed of its purpose. The
alars of Pagun superstition crumbled into dust. Soon
their lessons reached cven tothe throne of the Cxsars.
The symbol of the faith shone resplendent on the
banners of the Roman empire, and every where the
cross of Christ, which had been to the Jews a stum-
bling block, and to the Grecks foolishness, was ac-
knowledged to be the power of God and the wisdom
of God.

Can we not look back also to the glorious era of
the rcformation from Popish superstition and i1dolatry,
to a time when almost the whole visible Chrisuan
Church was nvolved in thickest darkness, when anti-
christ reigned, when the man of sin was revealed ait-
ting in the temple of God, and exalung hunself above
all thatis called God, and the few genuine followers
of Jesus were persecuted to the death, evenin their
last retreats, among the rocks and the secluded valleys
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of the Alps. Dark, indeed, werc then the prospects
of the Church, But soon a brighter day dawned:
the arm of the Lord awake. In the very bosom of
the Papacy itself, there sprung up the mighty champi-
on whosc resistless power of truth and eloquence shook
the bulwarks of anti-christ to their very foundations.
In one generation o large portion of the natioas of
christendom were set free from Popish tyranny and
suncrstition.  The word of God so long shut up from
the people had free course and was glorified.  The
hearts of innumerable mulutudes were sanctified and
saved by its truths, Though thousands of blessed mar.
tyrs perished at the stuke, the cavse of God and truth
prevaiked ; and that bight arese wiich never has been,
aund we trust, never shall be quenched, but shall shine
on with lustre yet brighter and more pure, till lost
and hidden in the light of heaven itself.

Yea, even in the lustory of the land of our fathers,
can we not look back to such a scason of special n-
terpusition on the part of God 1n behalf of lns church
end peopic 7 Was there not a time dear and hallow-
ed w1 the recallections of every Scottish busum, when
amidst the rocks and the wi.d mountains of our land,
God's faithful servants were diawn furth to seck an
uncertain shelter, when the wrm, alas, of Protestant
intolerance and of Popish cruelty were alternately
lified up to shed the blood of the steadfast and the
faithful; when a tyrannical government threatened to
destroy at once the civil and religious liberties of the
people, and to restore the reign of a fierce despotism
and a fallen superstition. Dark, surcly, were the
prospects of the church, when treachery and cruclty
sat 1 our lugh places, and only amudst the wild heath
of the desert could the faithful assemble to sing the
songs of Zion, to histen_to the word of hife, or spread
the table of the Lord. But then the arm of the Lord
awoke, a deliveser was brought under the special provi-
denceof God unto our shores. A perjured race of kings,
red with the blood of God's saints, was sent forth to
wander as fugitives upon the earth, and a period coni-
menced of national peace and prosperity, of religious
privileges and advaniages greater and longer continu-
ed, than God hath ever vouchsafed to any nation un-
der heaven.

Who does not feel that in these recollections there
is ground for the believer to stay hamself upon the
Lord,and & plea to urge in his petitions, amid:t all
the calamities with which thechurch may be threatened,
whether from the violence and injustice of her cnemics,
or the ignorance, the worldliness, the nkewarmness.of
her pretended friends?  Now, which of us feels not
that in our own particular circumstances, such a pica
and such a confidence is necded ¥ ———

HONOUR AND COXFIDENCE DUE TO TUE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

THE DUTY OF A CHRISTIAN PHOPLE IN RELATION
TO A CHRISTIAN MINISTRY,

1. Those who labour among a christian peoplein
the work of the ministry are worthy of konour,
« Know them,” says an apostle, “submit to them,
reverence and respect them, and esteem them very
highlyin love for their work’ssake.” The estimation
due to inen 1 society dependsin a great measure on
the relative utility and importance of those particu-
iar duties which tLey are called upon to discharge
forthe public guod.  Ifthe office of the ministry be
tried by tlus rule, esteem and reverence will not be
denied to those who exeraise wfaithfully.  Whatss
the object proposed by it ? It is inpressively stat-
ed by an apostle, ¢ Now then we are ambassadors
for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us:
we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to
God.” And again, % He gave some apostles, and
some prophets, and sowe evangelists, and some
pastorsand teachers ; for the peifecting of the
sunlsy for the work of the mumstry, for the edify-
ing of-the budy of Christ ; till we all come 1n the
umty of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God untoa perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Chust.” Itism-
sututed for, and aums at nothing less than the resto-
ration of a world morally ruined to the favour and
image of God,to diffuse among men the knowledge
of those truths which belong to their eternal peace,
and to raise them to the highest perfection and fe-
licity of their being.

The relation, then, in which the faithful Christ-
ian mumster stands to lus flock, 15 that of a man
appointed by the Head of the church, to la-
bour among them ag lus ambassador, to preach to
them the glad tidings of great joy; and, on this
ground, the apostle enjoins the brethren to honour
the ambassador for lus sake that sent lam, and for
thenfimtely momentous proclamation he is com-
misstoned to make on the part of a merciful God
toIns rebellious subjects.  For the words that
were originelly applied to the Saviour-King, may
be applied to lis truc messengers :—¢ The spir-
it of the Lord is upon me, because he hath
anvinted me to preach the gospel to the poor;
he hathsent me to heal the broken hearted, to
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovery of
sight to the blind, to setat liberty them that are
bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the
Lord.” Inthe most pre-eminent sense,therefore,
they are angels of wercy, commissioned to go
cevery where in search of the wandering and mis-
erable, to bear the tidings of hope to minds op-
pressed by the consciousness of guilt, to encour-
age the rcturning penitent with assurance of & Fa-

ther's love, to elevate the.thoughts and desires of
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men to the regions of immortal existence, and to
form them to a chatacter prepared for their ever-
lasting possession. Justly then, may they inimi-
itation of an apostle, magnify their office.

The respect and esteem which the spostles re-
quire for such as hold tlus sacred office, is of & pe.
culiar nature.—Esteem them veryhighly in love for
their work ssuke. 'There may bereason to doso on
other grounds, They may be men of deep and
varied learning, of extensive knowledge, of enter-
taining conversation, of amiable manuers, of im-
pressive eloquence. But these qualities however
estimable, the possession of themn is in a large de-
gree only accidental to the ministerial character ;
and they are not the qualities on which the re-
spect of a christian people ought mainly to
rest. In selecting his instruments for the conver-
sion of men, God has often chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound the wise; and
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to
confound the things whichare mighty, and basc
things of the world, and things which are despised,
hath God chosen, yea and things which are not to
bring to nought things that are. that no flesh
should glory in his presence.” And as if to hum-
ble the pride of man, ever prone to rest too much
on his own power, and attainments, and to teach
that successis from God alone, it has often been
observed that men of the finest talents and acquire-
ments and most distinguished reputation, have la-
boured without any visible success—without any
addition to their churches, and have gone down
to the grave without leaving a vestige of their
usefulness behind them ; while others in the same

. neighbourhood, of far meaner abilities, and little
esteemecd by the curious and the critical, have
been honoured in bringing multitudes into Christ’s
fold—in giving a harmony and permanence to the
congregations which they formed ; and long after
they have ceased from their labours, the trees of
righteousness which they had been instrumental
in planting, blossomed and bore fruit for the Mas.
ter of the vineyard, and for the refreshment of the
world, Letit not then be supposed that the es-
teem here claimed from a christian people for the
sacred function, is founded on that nental supe
riority which many invested with it unquestionably
possess. It rests upon a higher, a purer, and less
disputable fouudation—simply on this, thatin the
providence of God thevisible chuich, by the sanc
tion of its divine Mead. hath solemnly sct them
apart, and ordained them among men for the waork
of the ministry. By virine of this solemin investi
ture they become co-workers together with God,
in the achievement of man's redemption, What.
soever they do in their official capacity, being con
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nected with the souls of men, must be gonsidered
a work destined for immortality—they build up-
on the sure foundation an imperishable struc-
ture, “and they that be wise shall ‘shine as the
brightuess of the firmament, aud they that turn
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and
ever.”

Connected even with the interests of a present
world, there is something in the ministeriol func-
tion which will naturally command the esteem of
all who value the excellencies of the mind and
heart as the noblest possession, and the improve-
meat of society in knowledge and virtue us the
most patriotic enterprise ; and for the promotion of
these alone has the christianministry been ordained.
Uuhappily the recards of the past teach that a
priesthood calling itsell christian, may be only &
combination of men leagued together for the ag-
grandizement of their order, and for enchain-
ing mankind in spiritual bondage; and arising
fromthis melancholy fact, therc is a prevalent sus-
picion of selfishuess and ambition resting upon
priestly confederations,  Buat with whatever jus-
tice these suspiciuns may srmetimnes have been
catertained, they kuow little of the spirit and de-
sign of the New P'estament who imagine that it
favours selfishuess or ambition in those who are
its teachers. It constantly iuculcates that its
kingdom and rewards are not of this worll.  The
divine Author of our faith and his immediate fol-
lowers neither claimed nor possessed any secular
distinctions, and the uniform tenor both of precept
and example in the sacred writings entirely dis-
countenances inthe followers of the apostles, all
grasping afier temporal gains and preferments.
These indeed have sometimes fallen incidentally
and unsought fur upon men whoemPaul and Paul’s
Master would not liave rejected as fellow-labour-
ers; because even when they obtained them, ‘hey
were able tosay with Paul, «I have coveted no
man's silver or gold or apparel; T have fed the
flock of God, taking the oversight thercof, not by
coastraint bat willingly, not for filthy lncre but of
a ready mind.,” The only aim—the all-absorbing
desire of a cliristian minister should be that those
over whoimn the Lord has made him the overscer,
may be fed with the bread of life, and be made
wise unto salvation, This is the true type and
wmodel of his sacred office as held forth in the gog-
pel.  Wheresoever and whensnever it is realiznd,
it will present a socicty of men conscerated to the
-noral and intellectual improvement of their fellow
creatures—-men wha, imbued themselves with the
fear and love of Gad, and raised to competent
qualifications by protracted culture and discipline
“or that special end, have renounced the paths of
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worldly riches and honour, to preach the unsearch-
able riches of Christ, and to advance the cause
of pure and undefiled religion. Itis most evident,
therefore, that the peace and welfare andrefinement
of society, are identified with the success of
the ministers of the gospel.  In proportion a8
they diffuse the truths and principles and experimen-
tal knowledge of true christianity among men of ev-
ery rank, integrity, benevolence and public spirit in
its noblest sense, will prevail, the civil institu-
tions of nations will approach nearer to perfection,
the miseries which arise from anarchy and dissen-
sion will be dimisished, and the pence intended for
man in God's dispensation of mercy, shall bless
the world. Therefore of the humblest instruments
ordained to promote such amelioration, may it not
be eaid, “esteem them very highly in love for
their work’s sake ?

2. It is the duty of a christian people to repose
confidence in those that labour among them. This
confidence will naturally spring from affectionate
esteem, and must referto the particular quah-
ties possessed, and the particular objects for which
a clristian ministry is instituted, In requirmng
that thie affectionate confidence should be reposed
in those who hold the pastoral office, we ask no
unreasonable sacrifice of private judgment ; wein-
sist upon no implicit and unconditional reception
of any opinions not founded upon the word of God;
we demand no credit for a siugle personel excel-
lence which does not manifestly appear, or of which
candour ought not to presume the existence. We
simply ask that that confidence be cordially and sin-
cerely given on the part of the people of which the
existence of the pastoral relation implies the obli.
gation,and whichmust be yleldedbefore the proper
benefit can be derived from its ministrations.
Essentially, it amounts to no more than what is
yielded in every case where we call in & guide or
counsellor.  Whenin sickness we call ina physic-
jan, it implies our confidence in his skill, and our
readiness to abide by his prescriptions ; when we
appeal to a legal tribunal, and call in the aid of
counsel, it implies our confidence in his learning
and integrity ; when we resort to the hail of sci:
ence, itimpliesa belief in the competence and ta-
lents of the philosopher who fills the chair. And
with a similer confidence should a christian people
connect themselves with that pastor who in the
providence of God is called to labour among them
in spiritual things, There will often be occasion
to exercise it ; for although concerning the broad
and palpable outhines of gospel truth, the majority
of a well instrueted people will be competent
jndges, and when these are propnsed to them na-
kedly and unencumbered with inferential truths,

TO THBR CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

they will discover their agreement ; yet in & prop
er course of christian instruction—in & continued
expogition of the sacred volume for unfolding the
whole will of God, many things must nccessanly be
touched upon more remote from the customary tracks
of know'edge—requiring some research and cniti-
cal skill to ascertain and verify ; and wluch com-
paratively few in & christian assembly may huve
leisure or means of doing for themselves. Now
it is one of the important branches of the pastoral
office to meditate on God's law, to search the scrip-
tures, comparing spiritual things with spintaal, that
there may be brought out of this sacred treasury
what is there deposited fur the edification of the
church., By the entire separation of ministers
from secular business, they are more able, and it 18
incumbent on them, to comply with Paul’s exhort.
ation to Timothy, ¢ Give attendance to reading, to
exhortation to doctrine,” ¢ Study to show thy-
self approved unto God, & workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dJividing the word of
truth,” How necessary is it, therefore, for a
christian church to have a satisfactory confidence
in the learning, discrimination and ability of him
who from his sacred relation to them, must exert
a considerable influence in the formation of their
religious sentiments ! How important to be as-
sured that, so far as human infirmity usually
admits, he is ardently devoted to the causeof
truth, and has frequented the paths that lead to
her retired shrines——that. in his heart there dwells
such & holy reverence of the Gud of knowledge,
and such anawful sense of the tribunal to which
heis accountable, that he would not consciously
misrepresent or keep back what was profitable,
evento gain all that man could offer him! How
happy the christian ambassador who can declare
with an apostle, 4 Seeing we have this ministry, as
we have received mercy we faint not; but have
renvunced the hidden things of dishonesty, not
walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of
God deceitfully ; but by manifestation of the truth
commending ourselves to every man’s conscience
inthe sight of God”! How happy the people
whose hearts—whose spiritual improvement ac-
knowledges the declaration to be just!

There is one other qualification in regard to
which it is of great importance that a christian
people should be able to repose confidence in their
pastor ; and thatis, that he possess a keen and ac-
curate discrimination of human character. Some
might be inclined to dispense with this, and to
shrink from it a8 froma power repulsive and in-
convenient ; butitis an accomplishment quite a8
essential to the pastoral office as a knowledge of
the bible. For how can he readily apply the
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truths, the warnings, the rebukes, the encourage- ference on spiritual things, in all cases where this is

ments of the sacred Book, until he has ascertamed
what is suitable to the characters of thuse over
whom he is appointed thespintual overseer ? For
be .t ubserved, the preaching of the gospelin the full
eruse of the christian munstry, 1s not simply a de-
claration of the truths which it contains, It con-
sista 10 a fit selection and adaptatiun and enforce-
ment of these truths, so as to come home to the
conscience and heart of those who hear them,
And as the moral constitution of man, like his bo-
dily, 18 different in dufferent ndividuals, and 1s af-
fected by accidental circumstances of age and coun-
try ; so the moral physician, if he would hope for
success, must, while he ” llows the grand principles
of his art, modify his treatment, and accomodate
itto every varelty of circumstance and malauy
with which he may be called to contend. And
there is this pecubiar difficulty with which he is
encumbered at every step, that he 1s called to treat
multitudes who secretly persuade themsclves that
they are labouring under no spintual disease—
Ro pains, no fears, admoish them of danger—they
sre whole and have no need of a physician!  And
if at any timea discourse or remark lay bare to the
eye of their conscience some plague that lurks
within—some tranegression secretly mdulged—
some vice by wlich they have brought scandal on
the christian name ; itis odds if they do not retire
with heavier complaints eguinst the preacher than
agamst themselves ! Oh! how necessary 1t 18 for
a christian people to have confidence in the man
whose duties must often be panful to those for
whose benefit they are performed ; and who nev-
ertheless, if he would not endanger their eternal
welfare and his own, must obey this solemn injunc-
tion, ¢1I charge thee before God and the Lord Je-
sus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead
at his appearing and his kingdom ; preach. the
word ; be instant in seascn, out of season; re-
prove, rebuke, exhort, with all long suffering and
doctrine,” How necessary is it to have confi-
dence in the sound judgment and honest intention
and kindly regard, of one in whom it would bea
fatal dercliction of duty, were he failing to lift up
his voice against prevaling iniquity—no matter
by whom sanctioned ; or were he to be silent on
bis watch-tower, when he perceives even the
threatenings of danger upon the humblest of those
for whose guardianship he has been appointed a
station there ! :

There is one other duty pertaining to the pas-
toral office which ought not to be omitted in enu-
merating those wiich cannot be performed unless
anaffectionate confidence be reposed in lim who
discharges it ; namely, that of holding private con-

desired or deemed necessary, Were the christian
minister viewed asa father and a friend-and sure-
ly his spiritual relation ought not to be less inti-
mate and dear than this—the promptings of esteem
and natural dependnnce would often lead those
utited to him by a spinitual selationship for direc-
tion in the way of truthand goodness. Are there
not some perplexed with doubts which his experi-
ence might enable lnm to remove ? Are there not
some walking in darkness upon whose mind he
might direct ihe ray of light and hope? Are
there not some enduring a trial which is counsel
might strengthen them to sustan, or burdened
with a sorrow which his sympathy might roothe ?
Are there none whom disease or age has brought to
the verge of eternity whom his discourse and devo-
tions might aid in shaking off the incumbrances of
time, and in preparing for a tribunal before which
all must appear? But it cannot be that in such
cases his counsel will be sought, unless there be a
cherished confidence in his discretion and sympa.-
thy—unless there be a persuasion that, like the Di-
vine Master above, he is touched with a fellow-
feeling of our infirmities, and would rejoice to do
usgood. Oh! were such the mutual confidence
of minister and people ; were the counsel of the
one as anxiously sought and as carefully followed,
as by the other it ought to be freely and wisely
given, the entreaty of the apostle would meet
with a cheerful, a grateful compliance—* Esteem
them very highly in love for their work's sake.”

N. M.

ESTIMATR OF PRESBYTERIANISM AT THE HORSE
GUARDS~—1 IRELAND—AND IN CANADA,

We are happy at having it in our power to pre-
sent our readers with the following able exposure
of that heartless and unprincipled system of reli-
gious intolerance which has so long prevailed in
the British army., We have no doubt that the
Lords Spiritual are at the bottom of it, and it
would seem that they find willing tools to promote
their ends, both in the civil administration and in
the army. Presbyterian ministers stationed in the
vicimty of, mulitary posts in Canada are not stran-
gers to the indignity which the Rev. Mr. Dill com.
plams of as having been inflicted on him in the
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garrison of the city of Dublin. We, too, have
seen the poor Presbyterian soldier treated as if he
had no knowledge, no conscience, no regasd ior
the foris of faithand worship in which he hadbeen
educated, but could lay them down and assume
another, very fureign to lis early association,
without any msgivings, at the word of command,
We, too, have seen thut absolute authority with
which the officer 18 invested, employed even n a
Scottish regiment, for the mean and unhallowed
purpose of deterring the private soldier from turn-
ing out to attend divine worship in the church to
which hebelonged ; and our own ears have heard
an officer with little sense and less religion ex-
clum, “Iam of the religion of my King," as if
that werea reason strong enovgh to prevent any
conacience, especinlly that of a private soldier,
from demurring to enter within Episcopal walls !
My Lord Howick aleo seems to be entirely of this
opinion, for he sées “ no reason why Presbyterian
soldiers showld not attend the worship of the Church
of England ; and that if ever they arc permitted to
attend the services of their owen Churchy when out of
Scotland, it is to be viewed us a thing of grace and
Javour—in fuct, an exercise of toleration”! Wil
the Presbyterian subjects and soldiers of Her Ma-
jesty, we wonder, never succeed in convincing her
advisers, that they are attached to their religion,
and have an inalienable right to enjoy it, whether
they happen to residé in Ireland, or in Indis, in
Canada, or Australia, and that they can never part
with its scriptural doctrines and forms without sus-
taining injury ? Although the majority who enter
the army may not have very tender consciences i
matters of religion, yet the attempt to detach them
by a mereact of abused power, from those services
by which they are most likely to be improved, is
beth foolieh and wicked. It is the worst species
of tyranny on the part of the military satraps who
command it ; and it is a very obnoxious usurpa-
tion of the clergymen who obtrude their services
on men who do not receive them but with relue-
tance. We are persuaded, however, that the Right
Reverends and Reverends will not be induced to
relinquish their spiritual authority without a strug-
gle. Their ambitious dreams have long clustered
around it as one of the ¢vested rights of the
Church ;” and it may require a shock greater than
any they have yet received to dissipate them.
There is power enough to do it. But its posses-
gors are calmly waiting to see whether the mere
apprehensions of self-interest will not loosen the
grasp of unholy domination, ére insulted freedom
arige, perhaps, inmight, rather than in majesty, to
crush it, and, pérhaps, to destroy something clse
that good men would wish to seé preserved.

RSTIMATR OF PRESBYTERIANISM AT THR HORSE GUARDS.

GENERAL SYNOD OF ULSTER.

TREATMENT OF PRESBYTERIAN SOLDIERS IN THE ARMY.

M. R, Dill (Dublin) said that on account of the
shortness of the time he would for the present omu
reading a lengtheuned  sricopondence which he had
last winter with the authoatius, ansing out of hus ex.
clusion from the wilitary gurrison, in which were
Piwsbyterian soldiers, whom he wished to visit as a
mnister.  Nearly onc-fitth of the British army (said
Mz, Dill) is Presbyteriun by profession. 1 arrive at
this result by two modes of calculation.  1st—=There
are fourtcen Scottish regunents,  But, besides these,
there are several, such as the 25th, 1st Royals, &e. in
which the great majority arv Presbyterians; and in
almost all the other regiments in the service, & con.
siderable number of Presbyterians are to be found.
Iuis well known that nearly one-half of the Artillery
Lelong to that Church,  Agaun, there are in Scotland,
Ireland, and England, above 4,000,000 Presbyterians,
or nearly one-fifth of the entire population of the three
countries; 8o that, if the Presbyterians contnibuted o
the ranks of the army only in the ratio of their num-
bers, they must contribute to nearly one-fifth of it;
but itis well known that Scotland furnishes far be.
yond that proportion. Now, what is the religious in.
struction which the State provides for this large body
of men, enlisted in her service, and belonging to one of
the two Established Churches which she is pledged w©
support 7 In “the King's reguiations and order for
the army,” a book of 520 pages, published in 1837,
and which is the latest and highest authority on all
matiers of military regulation, there is not the remo-
test reference to the Presbyterian or Scottish Church.
I is directed; “that chaplains shall examine the chi-
dren of the regimental schools in the Church Cate-
chism;” and officers are dirccted to ¢ communicate
with the chaplain-general, respecting the supply of
Books of Common Prayer, and to furnish him with
an anmual return of the supply of such in each regi-
ment.”  Officers are also therein declared to be  re.
sponsible for the attendance of the men at the parish
churches nearest their quarters.” An exception, i
deed, is made in favour of Roman Catholics.  Tolera-
tion is granted to them, Commanding officers are
directed to be ¢ particularly attentive, that no soldiers,
professing the Roman Catholic religion, shall be con
pelled to attend the divine worship of the Church of
England,” but as no such exception is made in fa-
vour of any others, it is clearly implied, that a.. oth-
crs shall be compelled. In a pamphlet published in
1838, and entitled “ Explanatory directions for the
mformation and guidance 6f paymasters and others,”
it is directed that, * wherever it is practicable, the
wroops should, in all cases, in England and Ireland,
attend divine service in church with the parishioners,’
“ that in Scotland, when the service 1s for any of the
following Scottish regiments, viz., the Scotch Greys,
2lst, 26th, 424, T1st, 724, 73d, T4th, 78th, T9th, 0k,
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9lst, 934, and 934, the allowance will be given to a
minister of the Kirk of Scotland ; and when it is for
any other regiment, it will be given to a clergyman
of the Church of England.” So that, even in Scot

land, therc are many regiments, such as the 25th and
fst Royals, where the large majority are Presbyteri-

ans, which must attend lhc services of the Dpiscopul
Church and have an Ejiscopal clergyman paid fo
ministering unto them,  Such are the regulations of

the army in reference to religious mstruution. To
show how these are understood By those who hav.

been appointed to intcrpret and exccute them, 1 may
mention what occurred when in London in December
last. I waited, in company with your latec Moderator
and Mr. Gibson, on the Secretary at War, to lay be-
fore him the grievances which the Presbyterian sol-
dier 1aboured under, as regarded religious instruction.
1 will say nothing of the manner in which Lord
Howick received *'s. My veneration for his noble fa-
ther, and my respect and gratitude towards his gal-
lant and truly honourable bruther, Colonel Grey, pre-
vent me from giving expression to the feelings of in-
dngnauon w}nch that interview excited ; but thisImay
relate, as a mere matter of fact, lmpormnt to the case
under consideration. Onthat occasion Lord Howick
stated that he saw no reason why Presbyterian sol-
diers should not attend the worship of the Church of
Eagland ; and that if ever they were permitted to at-
tend the services of their own Church, when out of
Scotland, it was to be viewed as a thung of grace and
favour—in fact, anexercise of toleration. An ave-
rage of ncarly 1000 Presbyterian soldiers had beer.
lining . London in utter destitution of the ordinances
of their Church.  Since my going to Dublin iu 1835,
there has heen constantly at least one Scottish regiment
there. For a considerable portion of that time there
have been two. At this moment there are three, be-
sides a large number of Presbyterian soldicrs in the
other regiments of the garrison and the Attillery; so
that at this moment very nearly onc-half of the catire
garrison is Presbyterian; but this half is thought by
Lord Howick unworthy the appointment of one Pres-
byterian chaplain, whlst four Episcopalian and two
Roman Catholic chaplains have been appointed for
the other half. In what terms should such a state of|
things be designated 7 But thus is not all.  If Pres-
byterian ministérs 1n Dublin had liberty to pecform,
even gratuitously, to the Prcsbytenan soldicr those
~trvices which the priest is paid for performing tothe
siomar. Catholic soldier, there would not be so much
ground of complaint; but whilst the priest is paid for
visiting every hospital in the garrison, one of your
ministers walks above a mile through snow, gratui-
tously, to visit sick Presbyterian soldiers. 'When he
arrives at - the hospital he is shut out by order of the
Episcopal chaplain. He dares to complain; and in:
santly the arm of military authénty is raised to
crush him, and if he escapes, he owes it solely to the
impotence of his assailant, One of your munisters
33ain visits the school of a Scottish regiment quarter-
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¢d in Dublin, He finds almost every child in the school
Presbyterian by profession, yet he finds every one of
them learning the Church of England Catechism. He
remonstrates—but in vain, e has no means of re-
dress, and must subit. He endeavours again to get
these children to attend the Presbyterian Church,
Hure bie is equally uasuccessful — They ave marched
by authority to the Episcopal service.  The influence,
1o, which contruls the children secms able to con-
teol their fathers, although nineteen-twenticths of
them are Scotsmen, yet not one fourth attend the Scot-
tish Church.  The influence of their commander out-
weighs every other.  Under the present system, he
has been enabled to succced in proselytizing three-
fourthsof his regiment. Itis truly a brave exploit—
a most gallant achicvment-—one that must adorn a
soldicr’s brow with unfading laurcls. Everywhere
through the British empire, and everywhere except in
Scotland, I find the Presbyterian soldier deprived of
the ordinances of his Church, and even there, the pri-
vilege is extended only to fourteen regiments, and, as
not more than one of these can be in Scotland at &
time, it follows that, for one reziment alone, out of all
the Presbyterians in the arny, the services of the
Presbyterian Church are provided by the State.  As
to the occasional services allowed to Scottish regiments,
when in the north of Ireland, they are not deserving
to be mentioned, as they depend upon the will of the
Secretary at War, and in opposition to the established
regulations of the army. It is surely full time to ask
why such a state of things should exist? Why
should the Episcopalian soldier have the services of
lis Church everywhere provided him, and the Presby-
terian soldier the services of his everywhere denied
him, except in Scotland, and not even there, unless he
Lelonged to one of the fourteen privileged regiments.
In what respéct is hie Jess deserving than his comrade
of the other national establishment? 1Is he not as
brave in war3—as. well conducted in peace? Has
not his blood refreshed the oak of Britain, and his
triumphs brightened the star of her glory'! ‘Why,
then, should he be denied that which isextended to
the most blood-stained criminal, the rites of his
Church? Why take him from his home, his coun-
try, his Church——drag him over perilous seas, and in-
to more perilous climes? Why spend his life and
shed his blood, and not allow him even the consolations
of his religion? Where is the charity, where is the
justice, where is the humanity of such a state of
things? What wand of enchantment has lulled our
Church into such insensibility on a matter of such
vastimportance 7 Is there not everything calculated
to rouse us from our indifference on this matter? I
need not remind you, that to Presbyterian troops we
ate mainly indebted, under God, for the very existence
of Presbyterinnism in this island, Had it not been
for them, instead of holding, as we now indubitably
do, in our hands the destinies of Ircland, and the in-
tegrity of the empire, we should, probably, have nei-
ther had a name nor a place within the land ; and
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who can tell when similar circumstances may again
occur?  But, even though there should be no revolu-
tions, how much are we gradually losing by the gra-
dual decay of Pueshyterianism in the army?  Is it
not, under the presert system, a large and perpetual
drain upon our ranks? and are there not circumstan-
ces sufficient without this to lessen our numbers? s
not enigration sweeping away, with every tide, thou-
sands from ourshores? Is not fashion enticing mul-
titudes from our humble and simple worship; and
must we also submit to have the British army
-made a means of proselytizing our people, under the
high patronageof the Commandcr of the IMorces, and
thc Secrctary-al-War? How many thousands arc
Jost to us every year, in this way, who, perhaps, sctile
in other lands, or return to their native country, alien-
ated from the worship of their forefathers, to propa-
gate, perhaps, infidelity or dissent in the neighbour.
hood that gave them licth?  'We should requure, 1st,
That every Presbytenan, on enlisting, should be cn.
tered on the books of his regiment as a Presbyterian;
2d, we sheuld require, that Presbyterian suldicrs
should be marched 10 a Presbyterian Chuich, when
convenient, in the same way as Episcopalian soldiers
are marched to the Episcopal Church, and Roman
Catholic soldicrs to the Roman Catholic, 3d, We
should require that the children of Presbytenian
soldiers, shall be educated in the principles of the
Presbyterian Church, and placed under the superin.
tendence of the Presbyterian chaplain of the place
where they are quartered ; lastly, we should require
that one Presbyterian chaplain, at least, should be ap.
pointed 1o each of the large garrisons throughout the
empire. Let us only be energtic, wnanimous, and
persevering, and success is certam.  Let us endeav-
our 10 arousc the General Assembly of Scotland 10 a
sense of her duty in this mauwer. Let us endeavour
to enlist on our side the members of Parliament for
Scotland and Ulster, and all others whom wecean in-
flucnce.  Let us employ that mighty engine, the press.
Above all, let us scek the aid of Him who has the
hearts of princes in his hand, and, who will assuredly
bless and prosper X causce so righteous.

The subject of Mr. Dirt’s proposal was fully dis.
<ussed by the Synod, after which the following gen-
tlemen were appointed 10 act as a commiitlee, and 1o
report to the Synod in relation to it:—Dr. Cooke,
Dr. Stewart, Mr. Carlisle, Mr, J. Brown, Me. 11
.Dobbin, Mr. R. Dill, (Dublin) Mr. H. M. Moly-
neux.

Twesday, July 3.
PRCSEYTERIAN SOLMERS.
The Rev. Richard Dill (Dublin) laid before the
Amy Committec the following deaft of x Memorial,

which wasapproved, and ordercd to be presented for
the sanction of the Synod :=—

“Tothe Right Ilonourable General Lord Hill,

]
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Commander in Chief of Her Majesty’s Forces, the
Memorial of the General Synod of Ulster,

« Suewer—That in the ¢ King's Regulauons and
Qgders forthe Acmy,' published in 1837, no veference
whatsoever is made to the Preshyterian Church, nor
any provision allowed for the Presbyterian soldier to
receive the ordinances of their own religion, whilst
it is therein directed “that Chaplains shall examiine the
children of the several regiments in the Church Cate.
chisw’—(page 259)~* That officers shall commun;.
cate with the Chaplin-General respecting the supply
of books of Cowmmon Prayer—(page 241)—and,
¢that Commanding Officers are to be particularly at.
tentive that no soldicr professing the Roman Catholic
religion shall be compelled to attend the Divine Wor.
ship of the Church of England’—(page 239)—abvi-
ously implying that all othiers shall be compelled.

“ That in ¢ Explanatory directions for the informa-
tion and guidance of paymastcrs and olhcrs,' pub
lished in 1833, it is directed that, ¢ wherever it is prac.
ticable, the troops should, in all casesin England- and
Ireland, attend divine service in church wn]: Ahe pa
rishioners’ (p. 77) ; and that, even in Se&lwd the
allowance for divine scrvice shall be given to a cler.

syman of the Church of England, except in the
instance of fourteen regimcms which are specified
as cntitled to receive the services of a minister of the
Kirk of Scotland (p. 79); and as this privilege is
only cxtended to these wlicn in Scotland, and as not
morc than one of them at a time, on an average, is
qunrtercd there, it Sllows that for one Presbyterian
regiment alone, out of alt the Presbyterians in thear-
wy, which meworialisis confidently reckon 1o consty |
tute nearly onc-fifth of it, do the Government provide
constantly the ordinances of the Presbyterian Church;
all other Preslyterians in the service, if the law be
carried into efiect, must attend upon the worship,of +
the Church of England, and have their children ede- !
cated inthe principles of that religion.

* That in point of fact, whilst the Church of Eng
land soldicr has the ordinances of his Church cvery-
where provided him by the State, there is not a single
Presbyterian Chaplain appointed to minister to Pres.
byterian troops out of Scotland.  That in London,
Chathiam, Gibraltar, Malta, and all the other large
gacrisons throughout the empire, the Presbyterian sol-
diery are utterly destitute of the rites of theic veligion,
exceptin Dublin, and cven there, there is 1o regular
Preshyterian Chaplain, although there are several
Church of England and Roman Catholic chaplains—
although there most be an average of nearly 1000
Presbytcrian soldiers quartered there—although there
arethe Genéra! Military Infirmary and Royat Hospi-
tal, where sick and infirm Presbyterian soldiers arcal-
waysio be found, and although very nearly one-hall
of the entire garrison is at this moment Preshyterian
by profcssion.  Mcemorialists fecl persuaded that your
Londships cannot approve of such a siate of thingy.
It cannot be desired 1o treat the Presbyterian Church
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with indignity, or to inflict an injury on a denomi-
nation which contributes Jargely to the revenues
of the Stafe, whilst it costs it as litde, in propar.
tion ta its numbers, us any otherin the empire.  Nei-
ther can it be designed to interfere with that fibenty of
counscicuce which the British constitution recognizes ns
the birthright of every individual; nor to strip the
Presbyteriun  soldier of oune of the dearest-Lought
privileges of his country, from the moment he offers
himself to fight that country's battles.  Memorialists
would ascribe the present systen more o oversight
than inteation, and they confidently anticipate thut
your Lordships, on reviewing it, will perceive the pro-
priety of having the dignity and rights of the Preshy-
terian Church praperly recognized and respected mthe
Government of the army—of affording to the Presby-
terian soldier the consolations of his religion whilst in
ihe service of his country, and of plucing him on the
same footing as 1o rcligious instruction with his com-
-rade of the other National Establishnent.

¢« Memorialists, fur this purpese, respecifully, but
estly, réqucest that every Presbytersan, on entering
the army? shall be enrolicd on the boaks of hus regi-
ment as 2 Presbyterian—that he shall be marched to
the Preshyterian Church when convement, i the same
way as Episcopalian and Roman Cathiolic soldiess are
marched 10 thar respective Churches—thiat lus clile
dren shall Le educated in the priuciples of Insown re-
ligion, and placed under the superintendence of the
Preshyterian minister of the place wheer he is quar.
tered, and that one Presbytersan chaplaun, at least,
shall be appointed 10 cach of the large garnsons
throughout the empire.
¢ And Memorialists shail ever,” &e.

& This manorial was unanimously adopied by the
‘SBynod, and ordzrad to be presented by their Modara-
tor, Clerk, and Agent, who arc to proceed innnediate-
lyto London. It was farther ordered that the same
memorial be forwarded 10 Lords Mclbourne, Howick,
and Morpeth, and that a communication Le addressed
w0 the Moderator of the General Assembly, sohicuing
the co-operation of the Church of Scotland in further-
ing its prayer. It was also moved, aud unani
mously agreed to, that petitions to Parhiament on the
subject be prepared and forwanded i€ necessacy.

TO A NIGHTINGALR,
TY WILLIARM DRUMMOND, OF HAWTIORNDEN.
Swert Med, that sing'st away the catly hours
Of wintcrs pest, o rasaing, void of care,
Well pdeaned with delights whicl presen® aree,
Fait seasons, mdding spravs, sweel.smelling flawers ;
“To rocks. 1n speings, 10 tiifs, Ccom tealy tow'ss
Then thy Creatie’s gamines< dost declate,
And what dear gifia on thee he did um spare,
A 1ain 10 human senee in sin that lon're,
WWhat snul can b s sick, Which by the sange,
ANid in swentnees, sWectly 14 untdeiven .
Quite tn farert carth's tuemndls, spides cud weonge,
And 1life % reverend e3¢ and thatiziht 1o heaven?
Bwret artless sanzeter, that my mind daet rajeg
Fn ies of 2phcrcs, 363, Twd 1o angels’ lays-
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HCCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

. —— M

From the Halifuxr Guardian.
SYNOD OF NUVA-SCOTIA.

Many of our seaaers, we have no doubt, feel desi-
rous 1o~ learn something of the procecdings of this
Ecelesiastical Court, during its preseut secting in
Halfax. But from the crowded stiste of our colungs,
and the lengihiened dewil which we have this day
aiven o the funmation of the AuNiutauy Conostat
Missoxany Socery, we are compelled to be as brief
as possible in our statements.  “The Synod met as al-
ready mentioned, on Wednesday the &h of this
titouth, and was opened by a \'cr’y excellem and ap-
propriate discourse from the Moderator, the Rev,
Joux McRar, of the East River of Picton, from Ro-
mansi. 16, “ For  am not ashamed of the Gospel of
Chriat.,”

When the Clerk had completed the roll, the Synod
proceeded 1o the election of & Mudertor furthe ensune
inz yeur, when the Rtev Grouce: Sravruees, of Cerne
wallis, was unanimously calied 10 the chair. We
cannot at present fugnish an abndgment ot the vaned
and imporiant subjects which uccupned the attention of
the Count, during the ensuing five days ; <ome of them
relating to educiation, and oihers to religion. We
have never at any former period watnessed sucha jull
aitendance of Clergymen, these bemg not tewer than
fitieen Ministers and scveral Elders present on ihis
occasion.  “The wreatet hanmony and christiau feel-
g scemed to pervade the minds and conduct ot
thuse who had assembled 1rom the ditterent and dis-
tant pans of the Coluny, to advance the glory of
Gad, and the interests of Religion amongs: the Pres-
byterian population in Nova-Scotia. And ufter bring-
sz almost all the business submitied to thewt toa s
tndactory  tetmusation, and smahing such vegulinions
and appoinunents as the arcumstances of the Church
and the necessitivs of the people seaned to requise,
the Syaoed clused itssittingson Monday afiermoon, by
appointing e next annuisl meeting 10 be beld w New
Glasgow, un the turd Wednesday an the month of
July, 1539,

*I'here were varions important decisions respecting
a Union ainong Prosbyierian Churches, the present
state of Education, and the destitation of the means
of grace which we had intended to have inscried ia
this wumb 1. Quy readers will feel less dasappomied
at the omissien of these anticles, when we infoun
thew that we intend to sdvert 1o severa) of ese -
poniant stliects wanch at breseut deeply mnerest thie
pubilic mind, un wu carly day.

——————

MISSIONARY MEETING.

The day hasnow dawned on us when it is no lon-
e necessary 1o defend the canse of missions, and we
hail it as an “auspicious period in the hisiory of our
tace, bacause itis pregnant with blessingsto thepoor
who have the promise that to than the gospel will be
preached.

The most imperiant mission that cver appeated in
our world consisted only of twelve persons, atthe head
ol which, itdecd, stomlithe Great Head of the Church,
who lefi A connmission with then, when leaving the
carth, 1o gaand preach the gospel 1o every creature,
without diginction of mnk, scx or age.  In obedicnce
iothe injunciion o heaven, the heralds of the crms
procecded W deliver the message which hias cheered

thousands and tehs of thousands of our race during
CLirtransicR © candy ~ud painted owt w them
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a haven of clernal rest bevond death and the grave.
And we rejoice to be able to give proof this day that
the nussionary spirit has not beeume extinet.  Foron
Monday evening, the Uhth inst, the Synod of Nova-
Scotia, afier closing their sederunts resotved to hold
ameeting in St. Andrew’s Chureh for the purpose of
forming a Missivnary Suciety to be undcrt“cnr.supcr-
intendunce, and we are glad tu he atle to state, that
the meeting was noat respectably attended, that the
spirit manitested by all present was such as ives us
reason to hope the best forthe future progress and suce-
cess of the Suciety.  We have seldum b:en more de-
lighted with the appearance of any meeting than that
presented on the present occasion.  Laymen and
Clergymen seemed to be actuated by one spirit, and
from the tone and temper of the speeches delivered
we augur that the slumbes of the wilderness will
be disturbed—that inroads will bs made on the hrood-
ing ignorance which prevails in the forest—that
yourZz and old of all creeds and denominations
among us will be able to hear the lessons and demons
strations of the gospel both by preaching and teaching
in a higher degree than has'yet heen their privilege
to enjay.

But it must be remembered, that God has made the
treasures of carth subservient to the acquisition of
heaven, that the means wherevsth he has blessed us
here bave not been Lesiowed for purposes of vanity
and sell’ indulzence; and that if we arcio promote
the purposes of’ heaven we must be willingto lend to
the Lord so as to be found fellow workers wiih him.
In what mote glorious work can rational, intelligent,
and immortalercatures be_employed than in gather.
ing sons and danghters to God, from among the ont-
casts of our vace; and though we arenat all calledon
tosound the trumpet of the gospel by preacting, those
amung us who have come under 1is mfluence wallnot
beat a loss how toact when such a call as the present
comer 1o be addressed to them. 1€ they find a ehan.
nel in which to throw the carthly treasure, it mast
gladden their hearts to know that in thischannel may
Tun the streams of salvation 1o many a thirsty soul,
that the drop they add to the stream will be watted
with undeviating certain'y to accomplish the designs
o hitn who wiclds the clements of naiure and of grace
alikc 0 etfect hisown purpases, sa that he whao gives
hat 2 cup of cold water to it diseiple in the name of &
disciple will not lose a disciple’s reward.

We may addace an instance in corroboration of
these remarks which came under our observation at
this mecting. James. Munroe, a private in the 93d
regt. 2long with five of his companiousin arms,came
forwarn! at the close of the incaiing and paid down
the handsome sum of two pounds seven shitlings, as
their subseription to the socicty. These men must
have been actuated by the best, the purest of all mo.-
tives, and we have reason to conclude that the bless-
ingof’ heaven wiil descend on their donation,

The meeting was tavoured with the presence of a
cemsidendble arambluge of Jadics, who, if we could
judae Trom their counicnances, seemsd dehghied at
theopporiimity which Providence hod upened up to
them for bastowing a little of their means on their he-
nighted felowecreatutey in this Provinee, and though
they were deprived ol the opportunity of collecting at
thetinre, we trust fram the smile of glistening jov
that scemed 10 beam on thcir cauntenances, their
love will not cunl even when the stern appearance of
winter shall compel them to fursake the promenade

Withewr <cving any thing further a1 present, than
stating thar ke sum of about L£30, w.'s sulncribed
Atthe cloee al the wneetieye, we <ho'l subjoin the Re-

PCCLRSIASTICAL AND MUISSIONARY INTBLLIGEXCE.

The proccedings of the Society commenced, by
calling the Rev. Grorge Strrrurns of Cornwallis,
the Muderator of the Synod, to accupy the chair,
who opened the meeting with a very beautiful and ap-
propriate prayer.

11 —Moved by WLt Youne, Esq. and seconded
by the Rev Dovap A. Fiasen—That a Society 1n
connexion with the Church of Scotland, be now
tormed in this Provinee, for the purpose of supplying
the destitute Preshyterian Settlements with Religious
Instriiction, by means of preaching and teaching.

24 — Moved by the Rev. Joun Ross, seconded by
Janis F.Gray, Evg.—That the following regulations
be adopted as the Constitation of the Society, subject
to such modifications as circumstances may require,

1. ‘That a Society shall be now formed in Halifaz,
in connection with the Established Church of Scot-
land, and in c¢o-operation with the Glasgow Colonial
Socicty, to be denominated the Nova-Scotia Avxitia-
ry Cotostat, Sociery.

2. That the object of this Society shall be to pro-
mote the means of Religious Instraction for the nu-
merous destitute  Prestyterian settlements throughout
this coluny, and that the funds raised by the Society
shall be expended in supponting missionaries, cate
chisis, and teachers, in the most neglected stations,

under the direction and controlof the Synod ‘of Nova.
Scotia: =

3. That every person subscribingten shillings an-
nually, shallbea member of the Society, and every
person making a donation of five pounds at one time,
shall be 2 member for hife.

4. That the business of the Saciety shall bé con.
ducted by a Committee, consisting of a President,
Treasurer, Sceretary, and ten members, to be chosen
trom the subscribers, five of whom shall be a quorum.

5. That all the Ministers of the Synod of Nova-
Scatia, and all the members of the Legislature con.
neeted with the Presbyterian Church, who shall be-
come subscribiers, shall be ex-officio Members of the
Cammitiee, and be entitled to deliberate and voteat
its Meetings.

6. That the Commitiec shall meet quarterly, or of-
tener as business may require, and that all meetings
of the Committee shall be smmmoned by the Secreta.
ty, under the authority of the President, and be begun
andended with prayer.

7. That an annual Meeting shall be held in Hali-
fax, during the Session of 1the Legislature, when a
Report of the proceedings of the Saciety for ihe past
year, shall be presented hy the Secretary, when the

reasurer’s accountshall be andited, and a new Com-
gwiuec appointcd to promote the general objects of the

ocicty.

8. That it he recommended 10 the differem congre-
zauons  connexion with the Church of Scotland as
well as the inhabitants of the destitwte seitlements to
form themscives cither into sub-committees ot into
disuinct associauions, as they may think proper for the
promotion of the same important designs.

9. That as the abject of this Svoiety is nat only 1o
raise funds, butto collect information and awaken a
Missionary spiritamong the members of the Church,
acorrespundence shall be opened immediately with
intluential individuals in the different Prexbyterian
sciilements now desiitute of religions ordinances;
shat an exact accotut shall be obtained of the natare
and extent of their destitation, o be embodicd in the

sotwriane which were propased aud adopred this eve.
sy

Anaual Reports of the Sociesy; and cvery informa-

- iom and assisance shall be afturded to shem in séck.
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ng to procire either an oce ivnal or stated rupply of
the means of grace,

10. That ths Society shall maintain a regular corl
respondence with the General Assembly’s Colonia
Conmittee, aud the Comumitice of the Glasgow Colo
nial Society, and shall co-operate with these cxeel
lent Insiitations fur the fartherance of religion
among the neglecied Presbyterians throughout ‘this
Culony.

3rd.—Mozed by the Rev. Jous Svewart, seconded
by Avexaxocr e, Esg—That this meeiing view
with great satsfuction the exertions which the Parent
Church is now making, in aid of the Presbyterian
population of this Colony, as well as the exertions al-
ready made, boih by the Glasgow Coluninl Seciety, in
reference tothis Province in gencral, and by the Ed-
stourgh Ladies Association, in rclation totiie lsland
of Cape Breton in panticular.

4th.—Moved by the Rev. Jons Nannis, seconded
by Mujor Mathesun, 23d. Regt.—That the folluwing
geutlemen be the Office Bearers of the Society for the
ensuing yeuar:—

President, The Rev. The Mangrator of the Synod.

Vice Presidents, Ciavtes W. Wainicr, Bsq. and
the Rev. DoxaLo A Frisee, of Lunenbury,

Tyeasurer, Jases Luisuatay, Esq.

Secretaries, The Rev. Jamés Morrison, Lawrence
Town, The Rev. Juun Stewanr, New Glasgow.

Sth.—Mouved by the Rev. Dovci.n McKicuay, se-
conded by the Rev. Jonx Ross,=That this Mccing
‘feel thanklul to God, for the measure of suceesaw hich
has already autendced the labours of our Missiotanies
in this Province, and in commencing a nevs underta-
king in this country, desire to Jook up 1o the Gieat
Head of the Chureh, tor his continued directicn atd
blessing.

It was moved by the Rev. Jonx Stewaur, and se-
conded by the Rev. Dovaup A. Frasen,thatthe thanks
of the meeting be given to the Chaivman, which pass-
.od unanimou.ﬁy. A suitable prayer was then oftered
up by the Rev. J. MclsTosu, and the meeting conclu-
ded with praise and the Agostolic benediction.

SYNOD OF TNFE SCOTCH FRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 1N CANADA.

The following Address from the Synod of the
Chnreh of Scotland assembled at Monireal, was pre-
sented on the J0th Auxust, to His Exccilency the
Governor General, by the Rev. Dr. Caule, Modera-
torof the Axseably, un bohall of the  yuud.

To HisExcellency the Right Honourable John George
Earl of Durham, Viscount Lambon, &e. &c.,
Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honourabie Mih-
1ary Order of the Bath, one of Her Mijemy's
Most Honourable Privy Cuouncil, and Guvemor
Generatl, Vice Admiral and Captain General of alt
Her Majesty's Provinces within and adjacent to the
Continent of Nurth Awmcrica, &e. &c. &c.

Muvir ruesse Your Excentexcy—

We, Ier Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the
Ministers and Eiders of the Presbyterian Church of
Canada, in connection withthe Chuieh of Scuiland,
inSynud assembled, beg leave to congratulate your
Exccllency on your arrival in this Province, and w
assure yoit that we entertain a gratcful sense ol the fa-
vour of Her Mujesty, in appoiniing to the North
American Provinces, anobleman whose great experi-

‘ence in public affairs and perfeet frecdom from local

(]

influences, gives auspiciuns promize of the future

peace and tranquillity of these Provinces and of their
ermanent comnection with the Kingdom of Great
ritain and Irek: nd.

We have fudther o express our prayer and hope,
that Your Excellency wnthe pecfonmance o the duties
with which Ber Maesy bis enuusied you, sy be
duceted nall your measures by the counsel of Gud,
that youmay be protecied by his Progidence, thet you
may receive fur your goud endeavours, the thanhs of
the British Nution; and that when colled to a higher
sate of existenee, you tnay receive the rewand of lue
wortality.

Ia name and by awhority. of the Synod.

Joun Coox, D. D,

Moderator.
At Montreal, Gth August, 1838,

His Excellency was pleased to make the following
feply i—

I request you to accept my sincere thanks for your
Kind congratuntations.

‘These triendly assurances cannat failtalighten the
buithen of that mduous othee to which you allude. I
undertook it with feelings of the deepest relucience,
and nothing conld have induced me to sceept it, but
the hope that 1 might usciully serve iy Sovereign
and my country, and advance the imerests of all
classesin the Norith American Provinees.

Iam now dz2voling the must unremitting atiention
and labuur to the preparation of such measuics as
will, Tirust, under Divine Providenee, eflect these «b-
Jects. My endeavaurs must be inatenially assisied hy
the co-uperation of aniddhizent aud prous men like
yourselves, and L tlictcdote graetully accept voutdees
lzratjons of c¢steem and confidence.

Castle of St, Lewis,

Quebec, 30th August, 1828,

CABINET OF THEOLOGY.

InsurricieNey or Tuf Liaut e Narure—~ The light
of nature ispever able to find out any way of vhiain-
ing the reward of biiss, bat by petfurming exactly the
dwiczand works of vightconsness, From salvation,
therefore, and life, all flesh being excluded this way,
behold hiow the wisdom of God hath revealed a.way
mystical and sapernatural, 2 vy dircciing aino the
<ame cnd ot life by a ¢ourse which greundeth iselt
upon the guiltiness of <in, and ihirough sin desent of
condemnation and death. For in this way the fint
thing is the tender compassion of God respecting us
drowned and swallowed up in miserys the next is
sedemption ont of the same by the precious death of |
a mizhty Saviour, which hath winessed of humselr,
<aying I am the way—ihe way that Jeadeth us from
misery unto bliss.  This supernatural way Ged had
m hunselt’ prepared bedore all worlds.  The way of
supernatural duiy which 1o us he hath presenibed, our
Saviour inthe Gusgel of St. Johin duth naie, teiming
ithy an exccllency the work of Ged: * This is the
work of Ged that ye Uclieve in kimwhoia ke hath
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sent” Not that God doth require nothing unto hap-

piness at the hands ol men saving only a naked heliet
bor hope and eharity we may nut exclude) but that
without beliet’ all other things are dsnothunyg, and i
the ground of those other divine vistnes.  Concern-
ing taith, the principa! object wiereof is that eternal
verity which hath discovered the treasures of hidden
wisdom in Christ; concerning hope, the highest oh-
ject whereol, 4s the everlasting goodness which in
Chirist doth quicken the dead; concerning charity,
the final object whereot” is that incomprehensible
beanty which shineth in the countenance of Chrivt
the Scn of the living God ; concerning these virtues,
the first of which beginning here with a weak appre-
hension of things not seen, endeth with the intuitive
vision of God in the world to come; the second be-
ginning here with a trembling expectation of things
tar removed and as yet but only heard ol endeth with
realand actial froition of that which no tongue can
express; the third beginning here with a weak ineli-
nation of, hearttowards hins unto whom we are ot
able 1o approach, endeth with endless union, the mys.
tery whercot'is higher than the reach of the thoughts
of'men; concerning that faith, hope and charity with-
out which there can be no salvation; was there cver
any mention made saving only m that law which God
himsell’ hath from heaven revealed? Thereis notin
‘the world a syllable mutiered with certain truth con-
cerning any of these three, more than hath been su-
pernawrally reccived from the mouth of the eternal
God.  Laws, therelure, concerning these things are
supernatural, both in respect of the manner of deliv-
enngthemn which is divine, and also in regard of . the
things delivered which are such as have not in na-
ure any cause from which they flow, but were by
the voluntary appointment of God ordained besides
the course of nature,to rectify nature’s cbliguity
withal.—Hoovker.

Propiiecy.—It seemsto me, that one great design
of prophecies is to leave our thuughts uuder some ob-
seurity abowt their precise meaning and time of ac-
complishunent, till events cxl-l:xiu them ; lesta cer-
tain knowledge beforchand of the things pointed 1o,
and ofthe times in which they were to lake place,
should give umbrage to some reigning power on earth
and should disconcert the ordinary course of human
atiuirs, and put some men upon meacures, which
they otherwise would never have thought of, to fulfil
the predictions; and thereupon the accomplishment
of the praphecies, in their seison, should be aseribed
tothe cratl and management of men, rather than to
the wisdomand power of God. But has bringing them
about, one after another, in their proper tuneand or-
der, without any design in the insiruments of them to
fultil divine predictions, as was the case of Joscph's
brethren, in selling him into Egypt, and of the Jews
and Romnans in cotcurnng tu crucuy out blessed Lord,
reserves the chtire glory of the wholeto his own over-
ruling conduct, and is an undeniable testimony to his
infinite unerring torcknowledge of the iree actions of
men, and o his allygoveming providence an whatso-
evet comes to pass. and as tast as any ol the prophe-
ciesol thisbook are mumifesdy fultiled, they are a
further confirmation of the truth of Christiamty, and
of'taie faith and hope of the church with respecttoall
that remains to be still performed, and ace a rich en-
couragement to their patience under all their troubles,
whichin every period are foretold astoissue in bright
scenes of prosperity and glory.  And when the whole
schéme suall be fiuished, every part will appear m its
proper place and onder, and a divine beauty wall he
scen to <pread conspicuoisly through it all.—Guise.

»

CAMINBT OF THEOLOGY,

‘Wicktterr's Orintoxs—This remarkuol. person
was born about the year 1324, and educated as a com-
moner of Queen's College, afterwards fellow, and
professor of divanity in Merton College.  He wrote
upwards of a hundred volumes; but they having
been destroyed, we are indebied to his enemies for any
account ot the doctrines he tanght. According to
them, he asserted, that the Pope was Amichrist, and
his clection by the cardinals & device of Satan ;—that
James was preferred betore Peter, who had no more
power than any other of the apostles;—that the doe-
trine of the intalliblity of the Church of Rome in
matters of faith, was the greatest blasphemy of Auti-
christ;—and that the imperial and kingly awthority
was superior to the papal power; that the prelates,
from their unholy conduct, their brawling in the sen-
ate, and thejr silence in the church, seemed lile bet-
ter than devils incarnate;—that, in the time of the
apostles, there were only two orders, priests and dea-
cons, and thata priest and a bishop were synonymous
terins,—it was lawful for them to marry;—that fine
buildings; improperly called churches, savouring of
ostentation and hypocrisy, and large endowments, be-
ing an abuse first introduced by Constantine the Great,
it was no sacrilegeto take them away ;—that tythes
were pure alis, not to be paid to fricsls of dissolute
life, nor collected by force ;—that the Seriptures con-
tained the only perfect rule of faith and conduct, and
that all writers, since a. ». 1000, were heretics ;—that
purchased prayers were of no benefit, and to restrain
men toa'prescribed form was contraty to the liberty
granted them by God ;~—thatthe sacrament of baptism
is only a sign of regeneration and confers no grace;
andin the sacrament of the altar, the substance of
bread and wine remains, and whoever adores the
host is an idolater; that the other sacramenis, espe-
cially cunfession and extreme unction, were devices
10 know theseerets and obtain the wealth- of others;
that praying to saints was idolatry, and the mira-
cles said to be wrought at their shrines delusions
of the devil,

These propositions, which sofar outstrippedthe times
in which he hved, and which leave many, in this self-
styled enlightened age, yet far behind, were collected
and sent to_Rome, where they were solemnly con-
demned by Pope Gregory XI. in a consistory of twen °
wy-three cardinals, a, 0. 1378, They had, however,
been silently spreading in the land ; and the Universi-
ty of’ Oxford was at this time crowded with sudents
who imbibed greedily the new opinions.~—4ikman.

Farrn—O0 faith, faith ! thou blessed companion of
the children of God' Thy wondrous power deprives
the wilderness of its horrors, and the deepest solitude
ceases to be solitary under thy guidance! All that
carth and heaven possess of beauty is thine, and with
the treasures of heights and of depths thou entichest
thy pessessors! That which is distant is brought
uear by thee; thou developest hidden things, and awa-
Kenest past events to new life. Thow merges the
gloomn of the present into the bliss ot the future, and
paintest the_sky of many a departing sun with the
dawning radiance of a better world. Iu the midst of
sublunary changes, thou anticipatest a peaceful para-
dise. Thou pco;lvlm‘luur bereaved family circles with
holy and heavenly company ; thou dost associate both
worlds in cluse connexion, and unitest things past,
present, and to come,  In thy light the sacred narra-
tives scem acted over again, and our own personal
history becomes a saercd record of Providence.
‘Thau hast the power of vealizing the dead as if they

were alive; the patriarchs are our contemporaries,
although their ashes repose it the sepulchre of near
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sixthousand years. By thy voice they still converse
with us, although to human cars they speak no more;
pv thy realizing aid they visit us n our darkness
with kindness and consolation; by thy light we see a
coud of them as witnesses encamped around us; and
whatever grace they expericnced 1s, through thee,ap-
propriated to ourselves. Thon nourishest us with
the promises made to Abraham, sustainestus wita the
drong consolation of the ua}h divinely sworn unto
fsaac; thou givest us the stadl of Jd’cob to supputt vur
deps; thou enablest us with Moses’ rod to divide the
se3,and with David to leap over the wall and ram-

! O faith, faith! thou doorkeeper ot every
sanctuary, thou master over all the treasures of God!
way He'who is thine Author draw near unto us ; and
Hewho is thy Finsher beud down himself towards
us'—Krummacher,

CABINET OF SCIENCE.

TAE PROPERTIES OF LIGRT WITH REGARD TO VEGE-
7T10N.~The illuminating power of hght will come
onder our consideration hereafter. Its agency, with
regard to organic life, is too important notte be no-
ticed, though this must be done bricfly. Light ap-
pears to be as necessary to the health of plants as air
or moisture. A plant may, indeed, grow without it,
butit does not appear that a species could be so con-
tinued.  Under such a privation, the parts which are
usually green, assume a white colour, as is the case
with vegetables grown in a ccllar, or protected by a
wsering for the sake of producing thus very cffect;
tlus, celery, is in this manner blanched, or ctwlated.

The part of the process of vegetable life for which
light is especially essential, appears to be the functions
of the leaves; these are affected by this agent in a
very remarkablemanner.  The moisture wiich plants
imbibe is, by their vital encrgics, carried to their
leaves; and is then brought in contact with the at
mosphere, which, Lesides other ingredients, contains,
in gencral, a portion of carbonme acid. So long as
Dight is present, the leaf decomposes the carbonie acid,
appropriates the carbon to the formation of its own
proper juices, and returns the disengaged oxygen into
the atmosphere; thus restoring the atmospheric air to
2 condition in which it is more fitted than it was be-
fare for the support of animal life. The plant thus
prepares the support of life for other creatures at the
same time that at absorbs its own.  The greenness of
those members which affect that colour, and the disen-
grganent of oxygen, are the indications that its vital
powers age in healthful action: as soon as we remove
¢ light from the plant, these indicaions ccase: it has no
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longer power to imbibe carbon and disengage oxygen,
but on the contrary, it gives back some of the carbon
alrendy obtained, and robs the atmosphgre of oxy-

gen fur the purpose of ie-converting this nto carbo-
nte acid.

It cannot be well conceived that such offects of light
on vegetables, as we have deseribed, should oceur, if
that agent, of whatever nature it 1s, and those organs,
had not been adupted to each other.— Wheiecll,

Tue StaniLiTy ofF THE Sotar SysteM.—There jsa
consequence resulting from the actual structure of the
solar system, which has been brought to light by the
investigation of mathematicians concerning the cause
and laws of its motions, and which has an important
bearing on our argument. It appears that the ay-
rangement which at present obtains is precisely that
which is necessary to secure the siadility of the sys-
tent,  Tlus point we must endeavour to explain.

If cach planct were to revolve rouud the sun without
being affected by the other plancts, there would be 3
certain degree of vegularity in its motion; and this
regularity would continue for ever. But it appears,
by the discovery of the law of universal gravitation,
that the planets do not exccute their movements in this
insulated and indcpendent manner.  Each of them is
acted on by the attraction of all the rest.  The earth
is constantly drawn by Venus, by Mars, by Jupiter,
bodies of various magnitudes, perpetaally changing
therr distances and positions with regard to the earth;
the Earth in return s perpetually drawing these bLo-
dics. 'What, in thecourse of time, wall be the result
of this mutual attraction ?

Al the planets arc very small compared with the
sun, and therefore the derangement which they pro-
duce in the motion of one of their number will be very
smalt in the coursc of one revolution. But this gives
us no sccurity that the derangement may not become
very large in the course of many revolutions. The
cause acts perpetually, and it has the whole extent of
time to work in. Isit not casily conceivable then that
in the lapse of ages the derangements of the motions of
the plancts may accwmmnulate, the orbits may change
their form, their mutual distances may be much in-
creased or much diminished ? s it nat possible that
these changes may go on without limit, and end in the
complete subversion and ruin of the system ?

If, for instance, the result of this mutual gravitation
should be to increase considerably the eccentricity of
the carth’s orbut, that is tomake it a longer and longer
oval; or to make the moon approach perpetually near-
er and nearer the carth every revolution; it iseasy tosee
that in the one case our year would changeits character
1 the other, our satellite might fiually fall to the earth,
which must of course bring about, 2 dreadful catas:
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trophe. Ifthe positions of the planetary orbits, with
respeat to that of the earth, wete to change muel, th
ilancts might som times come very near us, and thu
exitzgarae the effects of theie attraction heyond calen
tahle fimits,  Under sueh circnmst-aces, w- iz
nave fy ars of uneqetd length, and seusons of eapui-
cinus temperature, planets und maoons of portentous
size and aspeet, claving and disappraring at uacertann
intervals;® tides like deluges, sweeping over whole
continents; and, perhaps, the eollision of two of the
planets, and the consequent destruction ol all organi
zation on both of them.

Noris it, ona comon cxamination of the history
of the solar systens, at all clear that there is no ten-
dency to indefinite derangement.  The fact really is,
that changes are taking place in the motions of the
heavenly bodies, which have gone on progressively
from the first dawn of science. The eccentricity of
the eartl's orbit has been diminishing from the ear-
licst observations to our times. ‘T'he moon has been
moving quicker from the time of the first recorded
eclipses, and is now in advance, by about four times
het own breadth, of what her place would have been
if it had not been aflected by this accelesation, The
obliquity of the ecliptic also is in a state of diminu-
tion, and is now about two-fifihs of u degree less than
it was in the time of Aristotle. Will these ehanges
g0 on without limit or reaction? If so, we tend by
natural causes to a termination of the prescnt system
of things: If not, by what adjustment or combina-
tion are we secured fiom such a tendency 7 Isthe
system slable, and if so, what is the condition on
which its stability depends?

. To answer these questions is fur from casy.. The
mechanical problem which they involve i3 no less
than this;—Having given the divections and veloci-
ties with which about thirty bLodics are moving ut
one time, to find their places and motions afler any
number of ages; each of the bodies, all the while,
attracting all the others, and being attracted by them
all.

It may readily be imagined that this is a problem
of extreme complexity, when it is considered that
every new configuration or urrangement of the bodies
will give rise to a new amount of action on each,
and every new action to a new configuration.  Accor-
dingly, the mathematical investigation of such ques-
tions as the above was too difficult 10 be attempted in
the earlier periods of the progress of Physical As-
tronomy. Newton did not undertake to demonstrate
either the stability or the instability of the systew,
The decision of - this point required a great number of|
preparatory steps and simplifications, and such pro-
gress in the invention and improvement of mathemati-
cal methods, as occupied the best mathematicians of]
Europe for the greater part of last century.  But to=
wards the eid of that time, it was shown by Lagrange
and Laplace that the arrangements of the solar sys-
tem are stable: that in the long run, the orbits and
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mations remain unchanged ; and that the changes in
Ve orouts, wihich tnke place in shorter periods, never
vansgress cortatn very nloderate himits.  Edch orby
wdergoes deviations on this side and on that of ns
worage state; but those deviations are never very
seeaty, and it finaily veeovers fron t.em, so that the
werage is preserved.  FPhe plunets produce perpetual
gerturbations in each other's motions, but these per.
twrbutions are not indefinitely  progressive, they are
periodical : they reach a mezimum value aud thend,
minish  The periods which this restorationr requires
are, for the most part, enorraous ; not less than thoy.
sands, and, in some instances, millions of yeuars; and
hence it is, that some of these apparent derangements
have been going on in the same direction since the
beginning of the history of the world.  But the reste-
ration is in the sequel as complete as the derungement;
and in the meantime the disturbance never attauns o
sufficient amount seriously to alter the adapiations of
the systemn.

The same examination of the subject by which this
is proved, points out also the conditions on which thiy
slabilixy depends. *1 have succevded in demonstra.
ting,” says Laplace, “ that whatever be the masses of
the plauels, in consequence of the fact that they all
move in the same direction, 1 objects of small ceeen.
tricity, and sligltly inclined t0 each other their secu-
lar incqualities are periodical and included within nar-
row limits; 80 thatthe planetary system will only os
cillate about a mean state, and will never deviate from
it except by a very small quantity. The ellipsesof
the planets have heen, and always will be, nearly cir.
cular.  The ecliptic will never coincide with the eque
tor, and the entire extent of the variation in its incii-
nation cannot exceed three degrees.”

There exists, therefore, it appears, in the solar sy
tem, a provision for the permanent regularity of its
motions; and this provision is found in the fact tha
the orbits of the plancts are nearly circular, and near-
ly in the same plane, and the motions of all in the
same direction, namely, from west 10 east.

Now is it probable that the occurrence of these
conditions of stability in the disposiuon of the solar
system is the work of chance?  Such a supposiion
appears to Le quite madnussible.  Any one of the oz
bits might have had any ecccentricwy. In that of
Mercury, where it ismuch the greatest, 1t 1s only onc-
fith, How came it to pass that the orbits were not
morcelonga ed? A little morcor a little less velociy
in their original metions would have made them so.
They might have had any jnchnation to the echpue
from mo degrees to 90 degrees. . Mercury, which

again deviates iost widely, is inclined 73 degrees,
Venus 33, Sawrn 23, Jupiter 14, Mars 2. How
canc it that ther inotions are thus contained within
such a narrow sirip of the sky? One, or any num-
ber of them, might have moved from east to west.
none of them docs so. And these circumstances,
which appear to be, each in particular, requisite for
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the stability of the system and the smallness of its
disturbances, ave all found in co vbination.  Does unor
is imply both clear purpose and profound skill ?

Tt is difficult to convey an adequate nation of the
atreme complexity of the task thus executed. A num-
terof bodies, all attractmg each ather, are to be pro-
jeted in such a manner that their revolutions shall
tepermanent and stable, their mutual perturbations
dways small.  If we return to the bhasin with its
olling balls, by which we beforc represented the
plar system; we must complicate with new condi-
tions the trial of skill which we supposed. The
problem must now be to project at once seven such
balls, all connected by strings which influence theiv
movements, so that ench may bit its respective mark.
And we must further suppose, that the marks are to
be hit after many thousand revolutions of the balls
Yo one will imagine that this could be done by acci-
dent.

In fact it is allowed by all those who have consid-
ered this subject, that such a coincidence of the exist
ing state with the mechanical requisites of perma-
sency cannot  be accidental, Laplace has attempted
to calculate the probability that it is not the result of
accident.  He takes into account, in addition to the
motions which we-have mentioned, the revolutions of
the satellites about their primaries, and of the sun and
planets about their axes: and he finds that there is a
probabality, far higher than that which we have for
the greater part of undoubted historical eveuts, that
these appearances are not the effect of chance. ¢ We
ought, therefore,” he says, ¢ to belicve, with at least
the same confidence, that a primitive cause has di-
rected the planctary motions.”

The solar system is thus, by the confession of all
sides, completely different from any thing which we
wight anticipate from the casual operation of its known
laws. The lnws of motion are no less obeyed to the
ltter in the most irregular than in the most regular
motions; no less in the varied circuit of the ball
which flics round a tennis court, than in the going of
aclock ; no less in the fantastical jets and leaps which
breakers make whea they burst in a corner of a rocky
shore, than in the steady swell of the open sea, The
laws of motion alone will not produce the regularity
which we admire in the motions of the heavenly bo-
dies. There must be an original adjustment of the
system on which these laws are 10 act; a selection of
the arbitrary quantities which they are to involve; a
primitive cause which shall dispose the clements in
due relation to each other, in order that regular recur-
rence may accompany constant change; that perpetual
motion may be combined with perpetual stability ;
that derangements  which go or: increasing for thou-
-sands and for millions of years may finally cure them
wlves; and that the same laws which lead the planets
slightly aside from theic paths, may narrowly limit
their deviations, and bring them back from their al-
most imperceptible wanderings.
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I a man does not deny that any possihls peculinri-
v inthe dispesiuon of die planets s it egad 1o tie
sun conld atfnd evidene of a . ounollingand od -ping
jurposs, it sevins difiienlt to in gine ow @ eonld ook
tor evidence stronger Can that which tier wetaally is
Of all the wmnuweralle passible cas's of systws,
soverned by the existing laws of fagee and  motion,
that one is selected which alone produces such « stead-
fast periodicity, such a constavt average of circum-
stances, as are, so fur as we can conceive, necessary
conditions for the existence of organic and semient
life.  And this sclection is so far from being an obvi-
ous or easily discovered means to this end, that the
most profound and attentive consid-ration of the pro-
perties of space and number, with all the appliances
and aids we can obtain, are barely sufficient to enable
us to sce that the end is thus secured, and that it can
be sccured in no other way. Surely the obvious im-
pression which arises from this view of the subject is,
that the solar system, with its adjustments, is the
work of an intelligence, who perceives, as self-evident,
those truthis, to which we attain pamfully and slowly,
and after all imperfectly; who has employed in every
part of creation refined contrivances, which we can
only with effort understand ; and who in innumera-
ble instances, exhibits to us what we should look upon
as remarkable difficulies remarkably overcome, of it
were not that, through the perfection of the pro-
vision, the trace of the difficulty is almost oblitera-
ted.~— Whewell.

Tue Usiverse.—~Welook upon the universe, its im-
measurable spaces, and itsinnumerablespheres, as a ful-
ly expressed symbol of Power, but as a partially ex-
pressed symbol of Wispoy;—=we say partially, be-
cause 1t is hardly at allby the eye, and only in degree
by the inferences of seience, that the construction of
this swpendous work is at present cognizable. But
we do not forget that it i3 by accommodationto our
own modes of thinking that we speak of the power
and wisdom of God dusienctively, and that, in truth,
these auributes are velations only of the one undavi-
ded and undistinguished Infinite Nature.  This same
celestial  structure, therefore, could we examine it
throughout, would be found to exhibit every other at-
tribute, in act, with an equal gr proportionate intensity.
The power has not gone further than the wisdom; nor
these furthier than the goodness, or the rectitude; and
the universe is doubtless as great in every sense, as it
1s great in mere dunension, and in number of . parts.
ltis as if, upon the palace wall of the Supreme, a
hand were scen  waiting ;—=alrcady it has written, in
our view=* Power,’ and parlly Wisdom; but know-
ing whose name it is, of which this writing is the ini-
ual portion, we well know that the entire inscription
must run on much further.—Physical Theory of
Anotier Life,
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POETRY. Then in a momentto my view,
The stranger darted from disguise;
P Thetokens in bis hands T knew;
My Savioun stoad before mine eyes!
THE STRANGER AND HIS FRIEND. 1Ie spake, and my jowor name he named—

“Of me thou hast not been ashamed ;
These deeds shall thy memorial be;
Fear not, thou didst them untome.”

BY JAMES MONTGOMERY.
Matthew xxv, 25—~40.
A poor wayfaring man of griet’
Hath often crossed e on my way,
‘Who sued so humbly for relief

That I could never answer nay; From tlic Chnreh of England .\lmfnzlne.

1had not powertoask his name, THE H!?AVENLY JERUSALEM.

‘Whither he went, or whence he came, Bright city of the living God!

Yet there was something in his eye Our hearts ascend tothee;

That wen my love—1 know not why. By angels’steps thy streetsare trod,

Aud there our own would be.

Once, when my scanty meal was spread. Brilliant and fair thy social s:ceuc i

He entered—not a word he spake— But dreary all the space between,

Just perishing frem want of bread;

I gave himall—be blessed it, brake,
And ate, but gave me partagain. In thousand and ten thousand rills,
Mine was an angel’s portion then; To our Yone World below,

And while I fed with eager haste, " To heal our earth, and speed delight
The crust was manna to my taste. From lowly vale to mountain height.

Bursting from the eternal hills,
Thy living waters flow,

it - Mansions of light, not made with ha
1 spied him where a fountain burst In m(::chless:r;:gcur rca:mh nds,

Clear frum the rock, his strength was gone; L o, 1
The heedles ked his thi Their summitso’er the heavenly lands,

e heedless water mocked his thirst, . N
. . : And cast their shadows heve;

 He heard it saw it burrying on, Telling vain man, those distant, dim
Iran and raised the sufierer up; Abo de:of bliss re’m'nin & ! hi 4
‘Thrice from the stream he drained my cup, N 155 or .
Dipt, and returned it running o'er

Andthereare thrones of glory set
1drank, and never thirsted more,

~And saints ascend thereon;
The pilgrim and the stranger yet,

*Twas night, the floods were out, it blew And crowds in ages gone 3
A winter hurricane aloof; The poor, the slave, the outcast, share

T heard his voice abroad, and flew, The kingdom of the Father there.
To bid him welcome to my roof’; . . ;

I warmed, I clothed, I cheered my ’guest, Bright city of the}ﬂcst a)nd frec!

1 Yaid him on my couch torest, T{‘& n]gc\sln'n]d h:‘) chn 'h

Then made the earth ny bed, and seemed ¢ fonely long to visit thee,

In Eden's garden while I dreamed. Not toreturn again,

Till the new heavens and eavth shall rise

8tript, wounded, beaten nigh todeath, Alllight, and love, and Paradise.

Ifound himby the highway side;

I roused his pulse, brought back his breath,
Revived bis spirit, and supplied

‘Wine, oil, refreshment; he was healed.

T had, myself, a wound concealed,

But from that hour forgot the smart,

And peacebound up my broken hcart.

SIC VITA.
BY DR. HENRY KING, CHAPLAIN TO XING HENRY I
Life tothe falling of astar,
Orasthe flight of ecaglesare;
Or like the fresh spring’s gaudy hue,
Or silver draps of morning dew;
In prison Isaw him next condemned Or like a wind that chafes the flood,
Tomeet atraitor's doom at morn; Or bubbles which on waters stood :
Thetide of lying tongues I'stemmed, Even such is man, whose horrow’d light
Andhenoured him midst shame andscorn, Is straight called in, and paidto-night.
My friendship’s utmost zeal to1ry, The wind blows out, the bubhle dies;
He asked if Ifor hin would die? The spring entomb'd in autumn lies;
Fhe flesh was weak, my blood ran cbill, Thedew drics up, the star is shot
But the free spirit cried, “ I will ¥ The 2'ht is past—and man forgot.




