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EE ':\LK CAY, SEFTEMEIR 27, i415.
AN » ~ - o .
L . CALENRINR. ,waved, the cheering was1enewced, and a general
3

- A - lround was fired.  The Bi ut
T, 2[-Se eaday—{ Teast of the Holy Name of the Tiiecsed Vir- el slmp came out, C\prcsscd

. gin Mary. this thanks, and imparted his benediction, wien the
- ug:r{":’('ﬂ:“:]g’ft;f;i'z’(’, of St Mickacl the Arclangel o 1itude separated for the night.

;" 1_’_’_.‘13;:;:1;‘?_:;3“”&"’;:;"3ngck Guardian. On Wednesday morning. at an carly hour, Mass
:“':“Z:f:xti{l::-fskflf?:-:'c:s of Sacivium, lv. as offered up by the Right Rev. Dr. Walsh,
2o iassisted by Rev. Edwmond Doyle, and Rev. Mr.
£ KETCH HARBOUR. ;E’hd:m. After Mass, at which a great number of

‘g’n Aucsd:z), 16th instant, the Bishop, accon.pa-:‘!’e faithful received the Hoiy Commanion, the
+d by, Rev. Mr. Doyle, went to Ketch llarbour 'Bishop delivered a discourse on the Gospel of the
r.the purpose of administering the Sacrament of, Day, which was the- Feast of the Stigmars of St.
afirmation. At Portrgal Cove the whole popu-, .Francis, and also cxplained the Gospel of Ember
fion camec out to meet them with flags and; ‘Wednesday and the institution of the Ember
ntiers.  An immense bonfire was lighted, and; :Weceks.

e arms were discharged. 1When tle Bishop; Abcut eleven o’clock the Visitation commenced,
i:o_\(-’,mgh the people kaelt at cach side of the.and the Bisbop spoke on various topics connected
iad;«in silence, bearing green boughs, and flags, with the state of religion in the disirict, which
Freceire his blessing. It was a lovely cwcmn.‘ ,'v cre broughi under his notiee by the elagy. ile
1d tremulous light’ of the meon danced over the'afterwards prececded to instruct these who were
l:arcxd waters of the Atlantic, and all nature W\s!abcu' to be confirmed, and administered the Sacra-
usbcd in profouad stillness. 1t was delightful lo;meut of Confirmation to sixty persons. When
hhold the influence of religion exhibited in the:this interesting vite was over, and some religious
iwerential be:mm; and-lowly posture with which; [’murcs, Aedals, &c., were disinibuted amongst
osetchildren of faith sought the benediction of! zhcnc\vi) conf xrmed the Bishop and Clergy, vested
¥veh ~at the hands ?fx auom'cd minister, in black, procecded to tie Comelery to pronounce
kJmllar demonsirations took place at Ketch the . absolution of the faithful .deparied. The
'xgp'pu‘t,. .All the colours in tho acigbhourhoodiGross, .the Sign of Salvation, was borae first, the
te displayed, there was much hearty - theering,lwhole congregation folloved, two and twoy in
&. continued - discharges of musketry.  Thelsolemn silence, and the service of the dead was
idest prasbytery was'surronaded; the ilags ivcre‘pcrformcd in the midst of the Burial Ground
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according to the rite in the Roman Pontifical.
'This being over, the Procession returned (o the
Church in the same order, the Bishop and Clergy
reciting the 50t Psalm, * Have mercy on me, O
God, according to thy great mercy, &c.” The
concluding prayers were read at the Altar.

Next followed a ceremony of the deepest inte-
vest. Two adult converts presented themselves
for admission within the pale of the One True
Church. Their appearance bespoke the sincere
earnestness with which they had made this long-
considered resolve. The Bishop explained to
them for some time the dispositions which are
required in adults in order te receive worthily the
Sacrament of Baptism, together with the precious
graces which are conferred in that Sacrament. e
then baptized them conditionally, reading sevesal
portions of this beautiful service in English as well
a3 Latin, for the edification of the faithful.

To crown the happiness of this auspicious day
for the good people of Ketch llarbour, the Bishop
placed the Chusch and district under the invoca-
tion of St. Peter, the Prince of the Apostles, who
was himself a Fisherman when he was called by
Christ. He also promised to send to the Church
a painting of St. Peter, and a portion of his relics
which he brought from Rome.

CATECHISTICAL SOCIETY.

A meeting of this uscful body was held on
last evening, at 7 o’clock, to complete the
arrangements for a classification of the children
who attend Catechism on Sundays, and to appoint
suitable teachers.

CONVERSION OF MR. WARD.
The following is the letter which we promised
to publish last week:
(From the Dublin Evening Post.]
TO THE EDITOR OF THE OXFORD HERALD.

Sic—It has always appeared to me that a person
who publishes a theological work incurs thereby
a certain obligation, in case any pait of his knowp
-conduct bear the appearance of contradiction to
any opinion he may have advocated in that work—
he is bound, I think, to make, whether his retrac-
traction of the opinion, or his explanation of the
apparent inconsisteney, as public as he made the
original watk itself. [t is for this reason, and not
from any desire to imtrude myself on general
notice, that, being mow on the poiot of formally

submitting myself to what I believe to be the one
Catbolic Church, 1 beg of you the favour to make
public the enclosed letter to a friend, copies of
which | have circulated among my acguaintance
for the last week or two. 1 shall also, with your
permission, append some notice ef various objec-
tions which 1 have heard made against my pro.
posed step—not as if 1 were writing a treatise, but
merely so far 48 to mark the general impression
which those objectivns have made on my mind.
¢ Rose-hill, Oxford, August 13.

“ My DEAR § proceed to exccute the desigo
{ mentioned to you in my last, ot putcing on paper
the considerations which have induced me to
resolve on seeking admission to the communion of
the Roman Catholic Church, notwithstanding some
passages in the ‘¢ Ideal” which seem to express
strongly an opposite intention. Any one who wii
take the trouble to read caiefully what I have saud
on the subject, especially in the last chapter of my
work, will see plainly .bat 1 have grounded the
(alleged) duty of remaining in the English Church
on two principal circumstances :-—1st, that tuere is
nothing to hinder any one in our church who nay
please from holding all Roman doctrine ; and 2nd,
that all those! without exception, who, being n
doubt of the English Ghurch’s claims, have
resolved on living a stricter life in her communion,
have found an ever-increasing confidence in thei
position. (See especially-from p. 547 to p. 570,

“ Now, it is plain that both these circumstance
have ceased to exist. That the latter has ceased
to exist, no one, of course, who knows what is &
generally known at preseat, will question. Fbs
the former, also, has ceased to exist is no less cer
tain. 1 the bishops, speaking authoritatively,
cathedra, be the otlicial exponeats of the mind «
the Church of England, the poiat bas been rule
against the ** Romanizers” long ago ; if (as I wmysel
have always thought) the Iecclesiastical Court
hold that function, the doctrines 1 hold have bees
equally condemned. Not to lay stress here on the
decision in Mr. Oakley’s case (though 1 must fu
myself consider that decision final, notwithstanuin;
the abseace of defence on Mr. Oakley’s part, if wo
one takes up the gauntlet, and challenges a fresh
decision, with the intention of making a formil
defence ; but not to lay siress on this decision), iv
the ¢stone altar’ case, a case most energeticallf
argued on both sides, and most deliberately decr
ded, the doctrine of the mass was expressly con-
demned ; and if that doctcine be not a most esser
tial amd vital part of Roman doctrine, what can b
s0 considered ? '

¢ it will be urged in reply, that laymen are no
ordinarily obliged to sign the Articles-; and that,
taking these decisions at their worst, they inn

way. interferc with a person holding all Roma
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doctrine in our church’s communion, so only he
hold no preferment or ecclesiastical station.

« The utter futility, however, of this reply will
be made obvious, by reciting the grounds on
which it appeared to me so impotant that the

bolding of Roman doctrine should be permitted in!

our church ; and that my grounds were such as |
shall proceed to mention will be very evident on a
perusal of my work.

«“ ]t appeared to me, on the one hand, that all
the arguments which, so far as I know, were
adduced in disproof of Roman doctrine, proceeded
on an assumption which, if valil at all, is equally
valid in disproof of Theism itself. (See,e.g. p.p.
482—508.) On the other hand, I had been
placed by God in our own communion, and in that
communion bhad received instruction in great
Cbristian principles; as, first of all through the
agency of Dr. Arnold, so afterwards in a very far
greater degree, and with a very far less admixture
of error on the one side and perplexity on the
ofber, from Mr. Newman. 1 knew nowhere of
the recoguition of a higher idea of Christian sanc-
tity than I found recognised in our own church ;
and all those whom I so deeply revered, so far as
I then knew, found, as I just now observed, our
crdinances the more trustworthy in proportion as
they led a stricter life. On such grounds as these,
to remain in our communion seemed the plain,
unmistakeable dictate of modesty and sobriety ;
while, on the other hand, [ should have been so
absolutely puzzled at being called upon to view
the Roman church as authoritatively teaching
error, that had I obliged myself to do 8o, it would
have be necesary by mwain force to divert my wind
from speculating on theological subjects at all.

“In such circumstances it was natural, or rather
inevitable, to fall back on the sort of theory con-
tsined in my work. I was led, I say, naturally to
such consideratiohs as the following :—* The pro-
gress from error to truth cannot be made in one
leap ; persons cannot, on the mere word of an
external authority, embrace at ance a whole class
of new doctrines, foreign, and at first even repug-
naat to their moral nature.” The docttines, again,
to which 1 allude are but accessories to the central
verities of the Gospel—not those verilies them-
selves ; and will follow in due time, in proportion
as those verities are rightly believed, heartily
embraced, and fed on by prayer and contemplation.
The English church, then, at present,® witnessing
as it does, those truths in its formularies, but silent,
tu say the least, on these accessories, does scem a
providential ordinance, adapted to prepare minds
by degrees for the doctrine arnd communion of
Rome.” Almost every psge of my wark, I might
ny ,dwill show that this is the view I there advo-
cated,

¢ ‘That such a course of ponduet, if avowed, was
a course consistent with perfett honesty and inte-
grity, cannot, I conceive, be questioned. As to
subscription to the articles, I have no wish to enter
again into a worn-out controversy ; butl believe
as firmly as ever that no consistent person, of
whatever opinions, can subseribe all our formula-
rics without offering the greatest vivlence to the
natural meaning of language ; and considering that
the existing chureh, in some shape or other, is
necessarily the ¢imponens, however grievous a
burden such formularies must be to any communi-
ty, I do not think any one need scruple in offering
ihat violence, whether with the view of reconcil-
ing the articles to Roman, or the Prayer-book to
Lutheran opinions, so long as he says plainly, in
the face of day, what sense he does attach to the
words, and remains without interference f{rom
constituted authorities. But in my case my opi-
nions were now only avowed, they were most
conspicuously (many say even an wvstentatious
parade) put forward. 1 called on ¢ high Church-
men’ of various grades to combine in the object of
impressing more deeply on the minds of our people
the great truths to which I just alluded, and which
they all profess; and willingly staked the truth of
my own further opinions upon the result. 1 was
and am wos: undoubtedly confident that nothing
more is necessary to dispose pevple fully for the
reception of all Roman doctrine, when brought
before them, than a hearty, unsuspicious, and labo-
rious appropriation of that portion of truth® plainly
witnessed by our church. 1 might here, then,
allude to the additional reason for giving up the
hopes 1 entertained when I wrote my wotk, which
arises from the undeniable fact that ¢ Anti-Roman
bigh Churchmen’ have shown no sort of willingness
(quite the reverse) to unite with what are called
‘ extreme’ persons on any such terms. Butmy
present purpose is merely to point out how com-
pletely the decision of the ceclesiastical courts has
destroyed whatever there might otherwise have
been of plausibilily in the theory I maintained as
to the office of our church.

‘“} say, then, that however plausible such a
theory might have anpeared, so long as the holding
of ali Roman Joctrine was allowed to be an open
question among our clergy, not a word more need
be said to prove how utterly extravagant it be-
came, from the moment that all the instructots of
our people were dound to renounce some part of
that doctrine. }t requires, certainly, a very
enthusiastic hoper to imagine that our church
could really be made extensively available for the
object supposed, when every one who entered on-
ther ministry, or received a degree st cither univer-
sity, was called upon to renounce that object, as
inconsistent with the elaims of religious truth.
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“1 have made it, I trust, sufficiently plain, that|tanity of expressing to me his disapprobation of
supposing me still to agree in every sentiment I|that theory. Observe distinetly; that I am no
axpressed in wy work, nothing which | have said{speaking of those v:ho (like myself, indeed) are
constitutes any defence for remaining in my pre-{unable to recognise any defivite teaching whatever
sent position My defence was grounded on twoin the ginglish Church, but who (unfike myselr)
main suppoiis: beth these supports have given!find in the Roman doetrines, as apprehended by
way. {them, things which (1 do not say merely eall fur
“But, I am bound to add, that most firm,'an enlarged measure of faith, but which) ofler
unmoved, and (as 1 belicve) immoveable, as inlactual und serious viclenee to their moral nature :
my convictior, of the main priuciples advocated injwhat is theiv’duty is a matier altosether distiner,
the Jdeul, there is ane incidental upinion, of consi- | Much less am { saying a werd in disparagement of
derable {inportance to the present question, onjthe piinciple I have so earnestly advocated
‘\;;l:ich!my 'vie\\ls have und!ergope :changle'. To throughout my workl, vix.,l that it is'xhc.dutly of ;!;
show that this chanzae {2 rather in the application|persons to aczept hearuly, conscientiously, au
of principles than in principles, allow me to quote|practically, in the first nstance, the religious sys-
a passage from the last chapter in my work : — tem they are taught. But [ say, in my own case,

“ ¢ }ie who 1s thas disciplined, who feels deeply that I think I was called upon either to look upon
his execeding blindness, helplessness, and igno- the Church of England as my tea?her, or (o unie
1ance, and the csistence without him of an!myself to the communiot of the Church of Rome ;
enlinown and unspeskably precious reality, will and not to devise theories under \vh‘xch 1 might
eageriy believe and appropriate whatever is placed 1001_‘ on one c}{urch as my teacher while I remaw-
bcfase him in the course of nature, professing t(;ged‘:rkcommtl!rz_lson with ;z:sq!dher.b!e e since M
be « veice from, o1 an cconomical representation o ow, 1l 15 some considera R L
that r::ziii:,'. Aeain, he witl have I;’uuy learned, Newman’s writing and teaching (however edifying
Y om all this it wi ; ima-' I found it in all other respects) altogether failed to
&eo L L. From all this it will follow, as a prima p g
v oaxiom. that should his parents have ! commend itself to me as being in the least expe-
L ooulM him ity ennnenion with somebody pro-!nential of any teaching of the Knglish Chureb.
Faee fa oach Twith authority, so long as he is:lndccd, during lh.ntllime, I might have seen Fhatll
e o0 1 nase uaehanged enonfidence in that body,' Was deceiving myseif 1o thinking that I did simply
it is that »ory oracle fur the conveyance to him of . follow his teaching ; for, whereas he strenuously
eternal truths before which daty requires him to'dnisa'\o“e‘d any authon‘t) except as interpretative
baw. Should the case he otherwise, in a heazhcu’o‘ the English Church—whea 1 was uuablcl to
enaatry, “he will be ahlz to discriminate with pre- laccord to him thet claim, ?.‘Yab “03:)!9 to follow
cision betv.cen the 1izht and the wrong in tradi- f ln.:} teaching in that very particutar which he hum-
tionary superstitions, and il thus clieit confirma- (el represented as coustituting his only 1ight to
tion of bis faith,” and accessions to it ¢ even out of|teach.
corruptions of the truth.” But rather would he; <1 should add, too, that additional thought and
anticspate that there is some home in whichexperience bas much inereised my sense (which
this moral reality ayv have a sccure rest and {betorc indeed was very great) of the extreme
ledgment, thuat it way be dispensed to men!importance of a living and energizing dogmatic
according to their needs ; or, at least, he would be Is_ystem. Ilihe claims of such a system long remain
drawn with a most cazes and sporianeous longing unrceognized among us, I hardly know how to
towards any body which would profess to be that express, without appearing to exaggerate, how
Bhome.  And those matks, in any society, weuld great are my [ears as to the miserable érrors into
cspecially attract s view which appear to be which even very well-intentioned and right-mind-
mest kindred in their natures and crigin to elernal‘ed persons may be led in the c!:)urse of mqmryg:;;l
truth jiseif; for instance, G+ use ecclesiastical lan- 'speculation. Nor need I say how serious an addi-
guage, winity in doctrine threughout all 2gec—|tion this constitutes to the many other grave phe-
sanetity—~Catholicity, its preclaiiming one and the'nomena which secem clamorously to enfores on us
some  messages in all lands—Apostolicity, itslall the duty of reviewing very carefuily, and
referring back to some signal interlerence with the !weighing very accuratcly,.t!‘lc reasons adducible’in
visible caurse of things from the world beyorddeience of our present position. ‘
the veil.? ?—{p.p. 510~511.) e l\{othmg, indeed, can be more pregnant with
_ “The principles here expressed, if sufficiently Z"scme{ tha.n any 5‘;“9 r‘}*’“f; 3‘“{1? 1‘8““_5’ underta-
considered, would have prevented me, I think, len’ ::0‘,‘3“3" 802 n :;SZ . OVO;“) 0‘;"“_ Pﬂs’l"
from support’ng mreellin the English Church onjthough my present.convictions are not consciously
owing to any sudden external impulse, but are tha

the theory which I Lave been draing out ; and | .
should add, that Mr. Nowman'tock an carly oppor- | natural results of my own thought and observation,

v
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it seems nevertheless a duty to make plain to
others as well as to myself that they are stable and
genuine convictions by refruining from any irrevo-
esble step until there may be time for my inten-
tions to become known wherever they would be
really cared for, and for any arguments or reinon-
rances (0 be duly weighed., At the same time, |
hou!t be hypoeritical if 1 affected to think it!
tkely that my determination will be altered byi
wngthing 1 shall Lear said against it.—1 remain, my
Jear , most since:ely yours,
“W. G. WARD.”

In the present copy of this letter 1 have made
“eng or two verbal alteratious ; and have, moreover,
~marked with an asterisk two passages which 1 find
1 have been misunderstood in more than one

yuartery, and whieh were, in fact, inaccurately

- spressed.  In order to explain these passages, 1
\ will state briefly (for in a letier such as this there
s no room for amplification) what now appears to
me the subjeet which L regard myself as having
treated erroreously in my work,

In proportion as any one realises the extreme
importance, sacredness, and necessary mysterious-
ness of religious truth, his own exceeding blind-
ress and heiplessness, and the awfully serious
errors into which undontrolled or misdirected spe-
culation may lead hiw, he will be unwilling, 1 con-
ceive, to follow, as an ultimate guide on matters of
doctrine, any authotity which is not directly
entrusted by Gud with the office of dispensing
refigious truth.  No teacher, then, who-does not
pussess a direct divine authority, much less one
who distinetly disclaims it, will ever exercise des-
potic influence over Lis besief ; and if providence
has subjected him to some religious body which
does claim divine authority to teach, from the
woment that he is deliberately unable to recognise
that authority, he will consider himself fully justi-
Led, or with some other body to whose communion
e may attach himseld, and to whose teaching he
may submit himscl!f,

What will be the duty of such an one in case he
should discern no authority which presents to his
conscience tokens of a Divine commission, | am
eot considering ; but merely what is his duty il Le
discern such an one. In that case, I say he is
bound, when he is suficiently sure of himself that
% is a real matter of conviction, to sudpit him-
elf to that auihority without resecrve ; and I retract
the contrary opinion, which is contained in my
vork, aus savouring of latitudinarianism, .and of
ndifference to religious truth. I think that one
special dispensation, by means of which God
eads humble souls to his true church, is the cir-
umstance that other religious budies, the more
rustingly they are believed and obeyed, the more
ruelly pieree him who leans. qn -them ; but that.

His chdrch conveys to her children an ever-
increasing sense of her Divine authority, wn pro-
portion as they humbly trust her and lovingly obey
her.

Those who czre ‘o kaow my reasons for thinking
that the Inglish Chureh, whether her voice be
listened for ber in Ler formularies or in her pracii-
cal teaching, is no trustworthy guide (and I may
add, for thinkingz, that the Bible nor antiquiiy,
mterrupted by private judgment, are any trustwor-
thy guides either), | must refer to my {arge work,
and to my * Address to Members of Convocation,’
where they will find those questions treated of at
fength.

An objection has been lately made to me.in
private against what has just been said, as fol-
lows :—It hag been objected that the Englisa
Chure¢h does teach with divine authority the
erceds ; because, so far a5 they aie coneeraed, she
speaks, * not as the Eaglish Church, but as con-
veying to us the faith of the Catholic  Church,
such as it was from the beginning.” But let me
ask—how do we know that these creeds contain
the faith of the Cathclic Church such asit was from
the beginning > If by our own private researches
into antiquity, then our rule of f{aith is not the
English Church, but antiquity, interpreted by pri-
vate judgment, which is altogether a different
matter. The objector, indeed, to whom ] refer,
aitogether disclaims such a view as this, in his own .
name and in that of ¢ high Churchmen® in gene-«
ral. Taking then the other alternative, let any
onc consider the passages so commonly quoted in
controversy from the ante-Niccne fothers (passa-
ges, at first sight, so directly in contradiction with
important portions of the creed,) and let him say
if he is able to distrust the English Church on so
difficult and historieally doubtful a matter as the
question whetber the creeds really express the
chureh’s faith from the first, in what must he not
trust the English Chureh? In a word (speaking
of external authority only,) if we reccive this facet
(of the apostclicity of the creeds) on the authority
of the English Church, so far as we do not believe
the English Chuich to be infallibly directed,
exactly so far we¢ do not believe the creeds to be .
tnfallibly true.

‘Fhe way is now clear to explain the passages in
my letter which are marked with an asterisk. 1
have been supposed to acknowledge, in those pas-
sages, that the English Church witnesses these
doctrines in the same sense in which the Roman
Catholic Church witnesses them ; that is;’ that she
furnishes her members with good reasons for tho-
roughly receiving them. Nothing, it will be seen,
was further {roma my intention, than sv to speak ; I
meant mcrely to say that whereas the. English:

€

Church professes belief in these creeds; there was.
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a very good ground afforded me for calling on
English Churchmen to aim at realising and appro-
priating the verities contained in them. But 1 did
nct conceal my belicf, that in proportion as they
did not conceal my belief, that in proportion as
they did so, they would learn to be dissatisfied
with their chareh’s formularies as a whole, and
distrustiul of her authority. Ner should it be for-
gotten, that I snaintained in my woik that the tue
docirine on ¢ justication’ i3 one sense more at the
foundation of orthodoxy than any other whatever;
and, moreover, that the most furmally dogmatic
statement on that subject put forth by the Eunglish
Church, unless under a very * non-natural” inter-
pretation, asserts the contradictory of that doctrine.

In thus disparaging the authority of the Eunglish
Church, I am not at all forgetting that in a rightly disci-
plined mind thera will be un inward response, which
teads more and more, if exercised, to afford conviction
on certain doctrines, irrespective of the authority on
which they were originally received ; and a Christian
wonld be pursuing a inad course, if he were to allow lus
faith in these doctrines to waver, even though for a time
(from whatever cause) he were unable 10 see his way to
bow before some external authority. But it would be
foreigu to my purpose to pursue this subject further.

But by far the most prevailing argument of which I
have heard in opposition to the views maintained in my
letter, is grounded on the notes of life and sanctity within
the Enghsh Church. « We who are in that chureh,” it
is said, ** have the plainest proof before us that the sudden
revival of strictuess and orthodoxy has bees {tom within,
net by the influence of an external body ; and the com-
munion wherein God so visibly works must be a home of
His in which it is safe for us to abide.” Nay many seem
to have thought that I myself advocated this view in the
st Ideal,” and that iny own arguments might be employed
against myself.

I trust that in what 1 have already said I have shown
mysclf to be not unwilling to retract any opinion, merely
because I have once expressed it. But 1 really have
never myself seen the sufficiency of this argument.
Surely it is quite conceivable that God should sur, from
within, a schismatical body, in order to reinforce His
church; He may work mightily in such a body, not in
order to establish it, but in order gradually to dissolve it.
And whether of these two be ITis will must be gathered
from further considerations.

The arguments on which I formeriy besed the (sup-
posed) duty of adhesion to the English Church (argu-
ments, as I have said, which U do not now think valid
were as follows :—We cannot doabt of the vivality of the
Boglish Church, not only when we observe the sancuity
which has been the witnessed fruit of her ordinances,
but also when we think of the remarkable manner in
which doctrine, handed down for two or three hundred
yeazs, has now germinated, and is so abundanily germi-
nating, into *“ the whole cycle of Roman doctrine.”
First, so long as we are allowed free scope in our church
50 to develope the doctrines we have learned fror that
church, she is surely our national and legitimate home;
the doctrines which might be considered a causs for

leaving ber arc the offspring of what wa bave learned.

from herself, and are permitted without autheritative
check within her pale ; and second, in proportion as thosg
who ure molested with doubts have lived a stricter life,
aud rested a greater weight on the ordinances of their
church, their confidence in their position has been
increased. Now, as I say, in my letter, both these rea-
sons for remaining in the LEuglish Church have uow
ceased to exist; first, the free spread of Roman doctrine
in vur church has been authoritativelr checked; and
second, it is no longer true, asitis nov very gencrally
known, that a stricter life in our communion has lesscu-
ed doubts in the quarter where doubts have been most
acut-ly felt. 'T'hose, then, who thought the arguments
adduced in my work in defence of our position satisfac-
tory (as 1 now do not think them) cannot any longer rest
upon them—for whatever force they once had is come 10
an cnd.

My present intention, then, implies no denial, nor
could I honestly attempt any denial, of the undoubted
fact, that there has been of late years a remarkable gush
of life frem within the Enghish Church. Nor, indeed,
consideriyg the great benefit I humbly hope to have
derived ‘rom agencies at work within her, conld I briug
myself .0 separate from her communion without careful
thougit and deliberation. But such thought and delibe-
ration have not, I hope, been wanting. Even now I
trust I may never forget how much 1 owe of those very
convictions which have caused my present resolution to
teaching admimstered in the name of the English
Church ; and I most earnestly hoge 1o see the time when
I may again be united in the same communion witk, and
be enabled again to profit by, the closer example of those
many admirable persons whom I am quite unable to follow
in regarding the English Church as a safe home for the
Catholic-mivded Christian.—I remain, Sir, yonr faithful
servant, W. G. WARD.

Rose-hi'l, Cxford, Aug. 28,

LITERATURE.

LETTERS FROM BELGIUM.
Continued.
LETTER V.
Belgium, ——-——, 1842.
My dear Madam,

1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your very
polite letter, and to apologize for not having sooner
replied to a request which can only give me plea-
sure. I shall be very happy indeed to give you

)|every information possible, regarding the Roman

Catholic religion, in this wholly Catholic land ; ard
by addressing my letters to you, instead of to my
good old Thomas, and other neighbours, they will,
as you say, have them read to them, and you will
also have the power of reading them to any other:
friend or neighbour you may choose. There isno.
need for you to fear you are ¢ presuming on our very
sligiit acquaintance’ made a few years since, during
your long summer visit to our mutual friends. I
can only be a gratification to a Roman Cathelic to
find any one awpkened tc inquire copcerning owt
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most holy religion, and so great a satisfaction is it
to me, that I willingly lay aside other very impor-
tant duties for the plensure of acceding to your
request, and beg you to consider in future, thatl am
the obliged person in this correspondence. ‘The
only condition on my part shall be, that you allow
me still to address myself to my dear old villagers,
and to write about the poor, as it was my ornginal
intention to do: leaving it to your judgment, 10 omit
reading to them any thing which seems addressed
solely to you, and which may be, therefore, above
their comprehension, or about which they could not
be interested.

In my last letter to Thomas, I had reached the
Offertory in my description of the Muss; and I
remember [ left in despair of ever finding language
to convey the feehngs of o Roman Catholic, as he
approaches, even in thought, the solemn moments
of the consecration.

You say you canuot all at once realise to your
mind, the 1dea of offering sacrifice, but that it seems
very beautiful to do so, and that you think there
must be something ¢ very consoling and satisfactory,
i rendering a service to God in which there is
reality.’ lt1s precisely this ¢ reality’ which makes
our religion so certamn to us. How often do we go
into the church with feelings so cold and languid,
tat when it is only to pray, we returs home without
having given God any service ! But when we go to
hear Mass—that is, to offer sacrifice by the hands of
wur Priest—by umiting our intention with his, we
perform a reul service, we have somethiag certuin
and fixed, upon which we can look back with satis-
faction. But you will understand this better, as you
have the Mass more fully explawed to you.

It is so long since I wrote my last letter, that I
fear to forget what I have therein explained, or
whether [ said enough to give you a clear notion of
the Muss as a sacrifice. You know what it isas a
sacrament, by your own rite of what your church
calls, <The Supper of the Lord.” Butitis both a
Sacrament and a Sacrifice. It is for want of
understanding it in this two-fold sense, that there is
so much confusion in the minds of even very tearned
men i England. Our clergy are often astonishea at
the mistakes they thus muke in speaking of the
Mass. Having in view only the idea of a sucrament,
they do not allow us to use it as a sacrifice, at least
they do not comprehend how we do so. I could
pomt out to you many passages in the Oxford
‘Fracts aud other recent writings, which our httle
catechism children would smile at. And cur clergy
are at aloss to understond how a doctring which
15 to us so very natural and simple, should be so
completely hidden from men of their high iatellect.
I think 1t better to draw your attention at present
solely to the Mas3 as a sacrifice, and in a fature
lettery to-speak of it as a sacrament. As a sacrifice
1t 1s available for all who are present at its oblatiun,
or for whom, though absent, 1t is offered by the
Pricst or people. As a sacrament it is ounly availa-

ble to those who partake of 'it—that is, communi-
cate. ‘I'hus to the Priest it is always both a sacnfice
and a sacrament, becuuse he both ofters and con-
sumes it—or in other words, he offers and cotninu-
nicates. ‘T'o the people it is always a sacrifice, but
only a sscrament when they communicate. The
prayer called the Offertory being said, and which is
a rort of introduction to the offening of the bread
and wine--the Priest having the pottion of bread
which he intends to consecrate placed on a small
salver called a Patena, elevates it a little, and
repeats the words: ¢ Accept, O Holy TFather,
almighty and eteraal God, this unspotted Host,” &c.
You will observe that these words and all others
which are used, sigmfying that the bread and
wine are Jesus Christ, are used so i anticipation of
wheir beeoming so. No change whatever takes place
in them before the words of consecration.  Christ
offers himself only to God at the instant the Priest
consecrates ; but as all cannot be explained at that
moment, it 1s explained by anticipation. The peo-
ple rencw their attention at this moment, and offer
private prayers, to ‘be preserved from all distraction
from this tme, and that they mnay assist with the
attention, respeet, and awe, due to such august mys-
teries Also it is usual to recal the special intention
for which one intends to offer this Mass by the
hands of the Priest.

Wine and water have been placed ready at the
side of the altar, and the child who serves the Mass
now approaches with these, holding the wine in
a vessel in his right hand, and the water in another
vessel in bis left.  The Priest pours a small portion
uf the wine, about a dessert spoonful, into the con-
s2crated chalice, and with a litle spoon takes a drop
of water, which he mixes with this wine. It is his
duty to ascertain that no mistoke has been made,
and that it is really wine he uses, as the Sacred Pre-
sence is promised only to the elemeuts of wine and
bread. No prepared liquor may be used, only the pure
juice of the grapes. 1 believe it is doubted whether
the tent wine used by your Church, has the requisite
purity for consceration. I forgot to suy too, that the
church uses unleavened bread, as Jesus Christ used
sach. It is made of the finest wheaten flour, and is
prepared by Nuns or other pious persons, who are
chosen to prepare it, to insure its being genuine.
Perhaps you already know that it is made in the
form of a wafer, and is white like pearl. Those
consumed by the Priests are about two inches in
diameter, those for the people half the size.

While the Priest is putting the water and wine into
the chalice, he repeats the prayer, ¢ O God, who in
creating,’ &e. He then turns to the altar, and
glevating the cup a little, offers it to God, using the
prayer, ¢ We offer unto thee, O Lord, the chalice of
salvation,” &c.—stiil anticipatorf—and signifying
the cup that is about to be the chalicé of sajvation.

Having replaced the chalice on the aitar, and the
bread on the linen: before it, he repeats the prayer,

}‘ Accept us, O Lord,” &c,



- (89%)-

The child now azain approaches with a salver and
a smull vessel of water, the Priest places hig hands
over the salver, and the clnld pours water over thera ;)
this ablutwon is appowted in revercnce to the sacr-
fice, and sigmficant of the purity that must accom-:
pany such an offering in the soul and budy of hun’
who offers it.  The priest buwing before the altar,
recites the prayer, * Receive, O holy "Frinity, &c.—-—i
Aud then turmng to the congregation, reimunds them
to g1ay, that therr sacnfice and lus may be accept |
able to God.” ‘To wlicn they mentally reply. ¢ Mayi
the Losd reccive the sacrifice from thy hanas, to the:
praise and glory of his own aume, aud to our hcneﬁlf
(recoltzening ins vwi intention or ntentions iv offer-
ing thus saenfice) and that of all his holy Chureh |

The prayers cailed ¢seciets,” (so called beeanse
they are siiently ofiered,) follow, and arc a second.
collcet, in the same intention us the {rst.
these i:ave been retained by your church, but we
have many others whicii would be quite new to you.!
They arc most beautiful prayers, and it collected,
would form a treasure of devotion, being varied to
all eircumstances and conditions ; the samce asthe sa
crifice. ,

The short senten :es which precede the preface,
are the same as those teiained in your praycr-book.
¢ Lift up your hearts,’ &e. The prefaces vary ac-
cording 10 the Mass, and are most digmfied and rou-
sing. That for the festival of Trinny Sunday, and
winch is used on other Sundays throughout the year,
is amongst the finest compostions oi our church. At
the close of the preface, the solemn address to Jeho-
vah is used : ¢ Holy, toly, Holy Lord God of liosts
Heavenand earth are full of the majesty of thy glory.
Hoswanah 1 the highest. Blessed 15 he that cometh
in the name of the Lord. Iosannan in the iigh-
est.! A bell is distinetly rung, and the cougregation
thus warned, kneel devoutly down on the ground,
thouah weuk persons, or thase who canngt kneel
long, may remain sitting till the bell is again rung
just before the consecration.  But the words ¢ Bless-
ed is ¢ that cometh’ have warned the worshippers
tiat the Lord of glory is about to come before them,
and their best feelings are arvused to receive Huw;
coming now~—now in these very toments that are
passing,~-from His seat on the right-hand of God,
from among cherubim aud seraphim, angels and
archangels, who have taken up our loud aml ador-
ing shout of welcome. It has reached the gate of
heaven, it is echoed on to the merey-seat, the Lamb
has replied:” Loy, come ! Andthe ancients fall
down and ¢ cast their crowns at his feet’ as he pass-
ed. And the © thousands of thousands’ of angles
that are round about the throne, strike their golden
harps, and say, ° Worthy the Lamb that was slain to
receive power, and divinity, and wisdon, and strength
and honour, and glory, and benedicticn.”  And cve-
ry creature whicli'is in heaven, the saints with their
golden vials full of odours, are’uniting with us on
carth, in the saine hosanaa of benediction—IIssanna
in the highest. The Lamb that was slain from the

Some of:

foundation of the world,—~still to be slain tiil tune
shall be no longer,~-our Pricst for cver after the
arder of Melchisedech, our Victim, to be cur whole
burnt-ofiering, ¢ a perpetual offering,’--comes dowy
now {rom heaven, to offer himseif to cach heart here
prescatewho has invoked Hun,

' To be continved.

PULPIT ELOQUENCE. !

A French preacher,® in his sermon on the feast
of St. Mary Magdalen, enlarged greatly updn hey
former infamous life, and sard many fine tl)ing’f
respecting lier conversion.  ‘Vhen apostrophising
the ladies, ** There are amongst you,” says he,!
“many who come here rather for amusement tnaal

instruction ; and among the mimber who now hear|

qne, | know not whether one could be found, who'

ts desitous of repenting like the Magdalen.  Did
[ say like the Magdaten ?—1 might have said she
feels not the least semorse for her sins.  There is

jone amongst you, who is not worthy to be associa-

ted with honest women.  She is the most aban.
doned and most impudent of women. She has
every year for a long time promised to rcform and
lead a good life, nesertheless she still continues to
live on in the same wicked way. As she hath
hitherto sinned unblushingly, it is necessary we
should expose her. It is said in scripture, ¢if
thy brother cemmit sin, reprehend him the first
and the second time; but il he do not correct, the
third time tell it to the chureh.?

“Since so many cxhortations bave proved inef
cient to the reclaiming of this hardened sinner, it
is necessary we should nox eover her with confu-
sion, by publiely proclaiming her infamy, and
naming her, before the whole assembly.  Yes, ny
brethien, T am going to name her; it is .
Sheli I rame her ?—I ougit—Dbut nevertheless——
no, I ought noti—but why net >—this salutary
shame might reclaim her fiom her evil ways. |
will name her then—it is no, that pame is so
infamous, it would be a sacrilege to pronounce it
within these saered walls.  But it is necessary she
should be krown. There she is in front, looking
innocent and dJemure.—] am going to throw my
book at her—mind whow it hits *>—Then raising
his arm, and feigning to throw his seripture, all the
women who were befoie him instantly stooped
down their heads.—* O tempora ! O mores ¥
cried the preacher; I thought there had been
only one unrepenting sinnérjubut with grief 1
hehold there.are amongst you many.” s

. .

® Perc Ia Petit Aade . . .
1 O the umes! O the manners! of.cur da
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