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AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFER !

From this date till the 1st of January next, we shall
mail THE PRESBYTERIAN, postage prepaid, to any
one not already on our list, on receipt of TWENTY-FIVE
CENTS. Send this amount in postage stamps or Do-
minion currency and the paper will at once be for-
warded. If our readers know any neighbours who do
not subscribe for a religious paper they will do good
service by DIRECTING ATTENTION TO THE ABOVE OF-
FER. Or if they send us names on a postal card we
will mail copies as specimens for examination.

ToTES oF THE XJEEK.

IT is with pleasure we announce that Rev. Dr.
Cochrane has received £ 100 sterling from the Pres-
byterian Church in Ireland, in aid of the Home
Mission Fund of our Church.

WE are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of $2
for Children’s Cot in Toronto General Hospital from
Hugo, Mary, Willie G., Robert, Henry and Willie—
a class of little children in Galt, Ont.

WE much regret to state that on account of ill
Health, the Rev. D. Ross has been obliged to resign
his appointment to Prince Albert. Heand his family
had gone as far west as Selkirk, when compelled to
desist any further prosecution of the journey. The
Home Mission Committee have accepted his resigna-
tion.

WE regret unintentionally doing injustice to the
Rev. E. D. McLaren in our issue of the 3rd inst. Mr.
McLaren accepted the call to Lancaster; but the
Presbytery topk the matter into its own hands and
agreed to translate him from Cheltenham to Bramp-
ton. Itisto be hoped the friends at Lancaster may
soon find a pastor who shall go in and out among
them, ministering to them in holy things.

THE Young People’s Association in connection with
the Presbyterian congregation of Orillia held a meet-
ing on Friday evening, 3rd inst., when the following
officers were elected : President, Dr. Beaton ; Vice-
Presidents, Miss Emily Armstrong and Mr. T. J. Deca-
tur ; Secretary-Treasurer, J. A. Moore. Directors—
John Perry, J. B. Tudhope, E. F. Cooke, T. H. World,”
Miss Tudhope, Miss World and Miss Parkhill.

ON Thursday, the 2nd inst., the ladies of the Pres-
byterian congregation at Selkirk, Manitoba, held a
successful bazaar, The numerous useful and orna-
mental articles which they had provided were all
advantageously disposed of ; and the dinner was very
generally patronized. The social held in the evening
was well attended. The chair was occupied by the
Hon. J. W. Sifton. Addresses, to all appearance

.

highly appreciated by the audience, were¥givenfby
Rev. Messrs.'Casson, Matheson and Rossfand§Mr.
James Angus. The proceeds, to be applied to the
building fund, amounted to the handsome sum of $150.

THE Central Church, Hamilton, was re-opened last
Sabbath, when the Rev. S. Lyle preached twice to large
congregations. The interior of the church has been
entirely redecorated, and presents a most attractive
appearance. The ceiling is tinted gray, striped with
red, and the ribs decorated in delicate colours. The
walls are tinted a shade darker than the ceiling, and
the plaster enrichments are picked out with heavy
gold. All the woodwork is grained ash and
picked out with walnut. The church is shortly to be
entirely newly upholstered. The heating apparatus
has been thoroughly overhauled and everything put in
order for the coming winter.

WE direct attention to the Rev. Principal Macvicar’s
lecture on “ Hindrances and Helps to Presbyterian-
ism,” which forms part of the contents of this issue.
Our readers will find it well worthy of an attentive
perusal. The Principal has performed with faithful-
ness the task for which his powers of observation, his
extensive experience, and his unflagging interest in
the prosperity of the Church, have so well qualified
him. He has fearlessly pointed out the “ hindrances,”
and that of itself is an important step towards their
removal. Among the “helps” we would reckon the
preparation and delivery of such a lecture as this;
and a further help would be to have it circulated
throughout the congregations and families of the Pres-
byterian-Church in Canada.

AN interesting meeting took place in the -Northern
Congregational Church, Toronto, on Monday evening,

| when the Rev. John Burton, B.A, late of John street

Presbyterian Church, Belleville, was warmly welcomed
by the people of his new charge, as well as by many
friends from sister churches. The chair was filled by
Mr. George Hague. Very earnest and appropriate
addresses were delivered by Rev. H. D. Powis and Rev.
J. F. Stevenson—the former directing his remarks
to the minister and the latter to the congregation.
Addresses to the minister were read from the church,
from the Young People’s Association, and from the
Sabbath school, all breathing a very hearty greeting
to the minister. The paper read by Deacon Clarke
contained a concise statement of the principles upon
which a Congregational church is founded ; and to
this Mr. Burton responded, giving his adhesion to the
views enunciated and accepting the call to the pastor-
ate of the church. Rev. Prof. Gregg, in a short speech,
spoke of his long and intimate acquaintance with Mr.
Burton, his high estimate of his ability and Christian
character. Rev. Mr. Mitchell followed, making several
humorous allusions and wishing pastor and people a
long and happy union. The pronouncing of the bene-
diction by Mr. Burton brought to a termination a
most enjoyable evening’s proceedings.

THE funeral of the late Rev. Alexander Topp, D.D,,
took place on Wednesday, the 8th inst. The cortege,
an unusually large one, left the deceased gentleman’s
late residence at two o’clock in the afternoon, a short
service having been previously conducted there by
the Rev. Principal Caven, D.D. A large number of
ministers, many of them from distant parts of the
country, attended—amongst whom were noticed Rev.
Drs. Reid, Gregg, Castle, Potts and Givens, Rev.

Dean Grasett, Rev. Prof. McLaren, and Rev. Messrs.
King, Mitchell, Milligan, Carmichael (King), Farries
(Ottawa), Middlemiss (Elora), Wallace, Broughall
and Fenwick. There was also noticed a number of
distinguished laymen, amongst whom were Hon. D.
L. Macpherson, Hon. George Brown, Hon. Mr. Mc-
Master, Hon. Alex. Mackenzie, Hon. Mr. McMurrich,
Hon. Alex. Morris, and others. The pall bearers
were, from the residence to Knox Church: Hon. John
McMurrich, Messrs. James Knowles, Robert Ander-
son, W, B. McMurrich, Wm. Thompson, Geo. Suth- . ~
erland, R. Merryfield, and Alex. Rattray; from the
church to the cemetery: Messrs. J. L. Blaikie, Geo.
F. Burns, Donald McKay, A. F. Crombie, John Kerr
(Jarvis street), John Kerr (Church street). The
mournful procession moved along Peter and Queen
streets to Knox Church, where services were held,
Rev. Prof. McLaren officiating. The church, which
was draped in mourning, was literally packed to the .
doors, and a large number of people were unable to . *

.obtain admission. In singing the fifteenth Paraphrase,

the congregation was visibly affected, and many were
unable to restrain their tears. After the conclusion
of the Rev. Professor’s appropriate and affecting ad- ..
dress the cortege re-formed and proceeded to Mount
Pleasant Cemetery, where were deposited the remains ¢
of one who had well merited the respect and appreci- . .
ation so largely manifested in his funeral obsequies. :

Rev. Dr. Reid, Moderator of the General Assembly, -
conducted the closing service at the grave, and on the -
following Sabbath preached the Funeral Sermon in
Knox Church. His text was Zephaniah iii. 17. From
the published report of the sermon we extract a few .
sentences, to show what was thought of Dr. Topp by
one who knew him intimately and was well qualified -
to form a correct estimate. Dr. Reid said: “Ithas
been my privilege to know your late pastor for a .-
longer period perhaps than any of you. A full half

century has passed since I first met him. In the -
beginning of October, 1829, I proceeded when still
almost a boy to King’s College, Aberdeen. Your -
pastor had entered two years before. My acquaint- -
ance with him was comparatively slight during the

first years of college life, but I became more inti- -

mately acquainted with him at the Divinity Hall, and -
still more intimately when he began his labours in
Elgin, at which time I succeeded him in a position
which he had previously held. During the first two
years of his labours in Elgin, I frequently heard him
in the large parish church of that town. :
called at a very early age to assume part of the work
in that collegiate charge. The position was not with-
out difficulties, but the acceptable character of his
ministrations combined with his rare prudence and =
his conciliatory spirit, soon gained him the confidence .
and affection of the congregation and the high respect
of the community at large. His earnest evangelical ~
preaching, such as was not very common in that part
of Scotland at the time, attracted crowds to the .
church, and no doubt many were led to a saving .
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. The strength -
of the attachment of the flock to the faithful pastor
was shewn by the large numbers that followed him
when in 1843 he left the Establishment andidentified
himself with the Free Church. From Eligin he was
translated, in 1852, to Roxburgh Church, Edinburgh.
During the years of his ministry there, the congrega-
tion was largely increased and consolidated.” The
evening service was conducted by Rev. Prof. Gregg, :
D.D., who preached from Rev. i. 17, 18, :

He was
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ANDOM APPEALS T0 SCRIPTURE.

This is a practice that is becoming too comumon,
not only by Christians but by muntsters. The more
startling or strange the apphication of the admomtion
or the pronusc the stronger the desire to give 1t pub.
licity. In determining duty v the dividual Chnst
fan life great stress 1s lad upon the rasual presemta-
tion of passages of Scrpture.  Their seasonable
occurrence to the eye or the mind s commonly sup-
poscd to prove that « 1s immmediately from God, and
without hesitation the man deternines as to the state
of his soul or the path of duty. Then great pubheity
Is given to the {act and how the passage operated to
the removal of lus distress or the solution of lus doubt.

Yet, it must be confessed the practice 1s penilous
All Senipture 1s no doubt true 1 wself, but many parts
may be erruncons m their application to the present
state of the indinidual.  Jonah probably was encour-
aged when he came to the seaside to und a stup just
ready to satl, and perhaps judas was strengthencd in
his purpose 10 betray tus Master by the command,
“\Vhat thou doest do quickly.” The angel of the
Lord comnussioned (ndeon to go and delwer Israel
as he was threshing wheat. A man engaged n the
same work fecls an inchination to go forth and preach,
but has some doubt as 10 lus suffiviency and success,
when lo, these words come to his mund, “Anse, for
the Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour,” and
his doubts are scattered like chaff before the wind,

We have heard of 4 prous woman who had received
proposals of marriage from an ehgible suitor but had
some conflict between indination and duty because
he was not a Christian; Lut her mund was detersmined
and sct at ease by vpening the Bible, and casung her
eye on the admonition, “ Anise, therefore, and get thee
down, and go with the men, doubung nothing; for |
have sent them.” We have read of a good old man
who used to eahoit people to live by the Ten com-
mandmnents, and not by impulses, and he used to tell
how he got frec from the delusion lumself.  When he
was a lad he was poor and pious, and thought that all
suggestions an Scnptural style came irom heaven.
Walking one day by a neighbour's hedge, and in ns
need wishing some of 1t to burn, instanily the word
came, “In all this Job sinned not, and i fanth of thius
he began to make free with lus neighbours wood.
Happly the command, * Thou shalt not steal,” reme-
died the application of the teat and revealed hus error,
or, as the ingenuous relator remarks, the Word of
God might have led him out of the churchanto the jaul.

But all this 1s noticing the danger on only onc side,
though it is by far the most common side. The Word
of God has its threatenings and denunciations, and
there are persons of melancholy temperament and
given to dejection. They are prone to look on the
dark side, what wander, then, when a threatening of
Scripture strikes the mind in such a case, :f the man,
viewng 1t as a divinc mtimation, 1s plunged nto dis-
traction or despair.

We cannot love the Word of (;od too much or
consult it too often.  But we are to **searc/ the Scrp-
tures,” and 1t 1s “10 dwell 1n us nchly m all wisdom.”
It is true also that it is the only infallible rule of
practice as well as of futh; that it was intended not
only to make us “wisc unto salvation,” but to furnish
us thoroughly “unto all good works.” But we are not
to turn 1t mnto a kind of a lottery, or to use it as a
spell, or a charm. Ve are to “understand what we
rcad.” \Ve are not to take 1t scparately but connect.
edly; and if we would be directed by 1t as to our duty,
or satisfied by it as to our state, we are to peruse it
with diligence, humility, and prayer; to observe the
passages that refer to persons of our character and
condition, that deseribe the temptations to which we
are cxposed, or the tnals under which we labour.
Thus, and thus only, will we find it *a lamp unto our
feet, and « light unto our path,” lending us the most
appropriate assistance under all circumstances and
subscrving “all things that pertain to life and godh.
ness.'—Christian Weekly

PINCHBECK WWARES.

A lady correspondent, says the London “\Weekly
Review,” favours us with the follow:ng. “ On Sunday
morning 1 went to hear the celevrated *A. k. H. B.;
who is considercd, I suppose, and no doubt ~onsiders

himself, one of the ornaments of the Scotch Church.
\We went accordingly to St. Mary’s church, where he
was to preach in the moraing. [ had no doubt | was
in the right place until a voluntary was begun, when
I thought perhaps we had come to the wrong church,
I was further confirmed in this idea when a gentleman
came into the pulpit, not certainly in a surplice, but
with what I suppose is the doctor's hood over his
gown, followed Ly a young man, in a chasuble o
something of that kind, who went imto the precentor’s
desk. I was reassured when 1 heard a hymn given
out; but the whole service was as nealy approaching
the English Church service as it was possible to be
without using the Prayer Book. The forty-first and
forty-sceond prose 1'salms were chanted, the first four
verses of the sixticth chapter of Isaiah were chanted,
the young man in the desk read the lessons from the
Old Testament and from the New. 1z Boyd intoned
the pravers as much as he could, and preached a
sermon of twenty nunutes from the text 2 Thes. m. 2,
*That we may be delivered from unseasonable inen,’ If
I am not an unreasonahle man, [ have little doubt but
that I’r Doyd woukld consider me a very unreasunable
woman if | were to say that I prefer English Church
ism, pure and simple, to a poor unitation, which must
disgust all true Presbyterians who love and aduure
the punity and simpheity of Presbyterian worship,
while i1 must excite contempt in the minds of the
Enghsh Church people who sce such an apeng after
their ntual”

A SERMON FROM A PAIR OF BOOTS.

Tlhere hived fosty years ago, in Berhin, a shoemaker
whn bad a habit of speaking harshly of all lus neigh-
bours who did not feel exactly as he did about reli,ion.
The old pastor of the panish 1in which th~ -hoemaker
hved heard of this, wnd felt that he must give him a
lesson

He did it in this way. He sent for the shoemaker
one moriung, and when he came he said to i,

*Master, take mny measure for a par of boots.”

“Wnh pleasure, your reverence,” answered the
shoemaker, “ please take off your boot.”

The cleryryman did so, and the shoemaker measured
s foot from tue to heel and over the nstep, noted
i down 1 lus pocket-baok, and then prepared to
leave the room.

Iiut as he was putting up the measures the pastor
sad to lum

* Master, my son also reqquires a par of boots.”

1 wiil make them with pleasure, your reverence.
Can I take the young man's measure?”

-1t 1s not necessary,” satd the pastor ; “the lad s
fourtcen, but you can make my boots and tus from the
same Jast.”

“ Your reverence, that will never du,” saud the shoe-
maker, with a smile of surpnse.

“1 tell you, sir, to make my son's on the same last.”

“No your reverence, I cannot do it.”

“ 1t must be - on the same last.”

“ But, your reverence, 1t 1s not possible, if the boots
are to fit,” smud the shoemaker, thinking to hamself
that the old pastor’s wits were leaving hun,

“ Ah, then, master shoemaker,” said the clenyman,
“every pair of boots must be made on their own last,
if they are to fit; and yet you think that God is to
form all Chnstians exactly according to your owa last,
Jf the same measure and growth in religion as your-
self, That will not do, cither.”

The shocinakher was abashed.  Then he said.

* I thank your reverence for this sermon, and I will
try to remember it, and to judge my neighbours less
harshly in the future.”

DR, CHALMERS.

Chalmers was Principal of the Umiversity and Pro-
fessor of Theology and Divinity proper.  He was also
royal chaplam for Scotland, and subject to the urder
of the Qucen to preach at any time or place that the
royal will might determine. He was the Jupiter
Tonans of Scotland at that time, and the Magnus
Apollo of the cvangelical party for over a quarter of a
century. He at once moulded and led the best minds
of Scotland. The country was ripe for such a move-
ment as the Disruption of 1843, and that condition of
public sentiment in the nation and in the Churchi of
John Knox was the direct result of-Chalmers’ teach-
g, ahike in the rostrum and the pulpit. When he
preached he preached like an angel from heaven.
When he lectured to his students he always spoke as

aman who was groping his way into the hearts as
well as the heads of his hearers,  His views had so
thoroughly permieated the whole country that the
Honourable Fox Maule (afterwant Lord Panmure) in
the House of Commons, warned the nobles of Eng-
land against a measure which might result in the dis-
ruplion of the National Church of Scotland, using
these words: “1 tell England, and I tell the civilized
world, that if this Parliament shall hazard a disruption
in our natonat Kirk, ninc-tenths of the intelligence
and prety will go out of the Church, simply because it
is the movement of Thomas Chalmers ;” and Lord
Panmure's prediction was verified by the Disruption
of 1843.

In the rostrum, as in the pulpit, Chalmers read
closely. His manner was rather awkward, his dialect
very broad Fifeshire, and his voice by no means
sweet or well toned, yet not harsh nor dlsagrccnb!c.‘
His eyc was mcllow, yet the very symbol of carncst-
ness, putity and sincersty. \When he became intensely
interested 1n lus topic or theme, his eye was the most
cxpressive and overpowering organ of lus whole head.
1t looked as though tus brain was on fire, and his scul

lus whole soul aglow. As he swungsback and
forward in the rostrum, and the big thoughts rolled
out of his great soul, the one hundred and thirty-four
students who sat at his feet, and fity or sixty amateur
students in the gallery, were at times clectrified. Old
hoary-headed scholars and sages would look down
from the gallery, and the embryo divines of Scotland
and lrelend would look up—while both would feel
hiterally spellbound by some of lis magic sentences.
The pens of the students would unconsciously fall on
their note books, and afier one of Chalmers® avalanches
of thought, there would be a momeat’s pause,n stil,
breathless silence in the class room, then an audible
utterance almost unconscious, but always earnest and
unaflected, of approbation.—Dr. R, frvine, in Sunday
Magazine,

SPIRIT OF CHINESE CONVERTS.

Many who have some knowledge of missionary
statistics have, doubtless, often wondered what sort of
Christians the figures for communicants represent.
Are Christians won from hecathenism earnest, faithful,
spiritual Christians, such as are found in the churches
at home? At the London Conference on Missions
the Rev, W, Fleming Stevenson answered this ques-
tion, so far as China is concerned, from observations
made by himself. He first showed how little China.
men can gain by becoming Chnstians. At best, if
they become helpers, they can only receive a very
small salary, hardly sufficient to keep them alive;
while, on the other hand, they lose the companion.
ship of their fricnds and become outcasts, and have
difficultics in their business which they never had be-
fore. In a worldly point of view they are losers,
rather than gainers, in becoming Christians, But,
says Mr. Stevenson, they take all this joyfully, and
freely hazard their lives for the Gospel. “They can
cut off our heads,” remarked some Chinese Christians
to Mr. Stevenson; “but they cannot behead Christ.”
There are many noble women among the converts.
One who went o a missionary hospital became 2 con-
vert while an inmate. \When she left, she found her
husband’s home clozed to her. For some years she
was shut out; but she did not despair nor give up her
rcligion.  Finally she induced her husband to accept
the gospel, then her son, and others of her relatives,
until cleven in all were converted. In conclusion,
Mr. Stevenson says:

* I have found nowlere in Christian lands men and
women of a higher type than I met in China—of a
finer spiritual experience, of a higher spiritual tone, or
of nobler spiritual life. Where missions show such
fruit, they are beyond the impeachment of producing
shallow and trazsitory impressions; and I came away
with the conviction that there are in the native
churches in China not only the elements of stability
but of that steadfast and irresistible revolution that
will carry over the whole empire to the new faith.,”

\WE sec that R. W. Dale of Birmingham has been
preaching lately a serics of Suaday evening sermons
on “ Morality,” Probably the Carr’s Lane people do
not nced such addresses any mare than the members
of other congregations, We fancy that it would dono
church harm to hear something pretty often of honesty,
purity, truthfulness and so on. There is always a
pretty strong tendency to diverce religion from life.

e AL T
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HINDRANCES AND NELPS TO Ttk SPREAD
OF PRESRYTERIANISM.
A LRCTURK DELIVERRD BY RRV. T:I.NCIML SACTH AR, (LD, AT THR

OPRNING UP THR FRASAVTRERIAN COLLKUR, MaN ' AbAL, uN
WADNRIDAY, 13T OCTONER, 1870,

Presbyterianism means a form of chureh government, but
it te seldom thought of aphst from the docttinal system, the
creed, with which it hay ‘»ccn assaciated for centuties.

In the present inquiry it will not be necessary to dwell
upon dogma, although we cannot overlook (s value, and the
vast importance of sound scholanthip and bigh theological
attalnments, as well as of vital godliness and practical Christ-
{an activity.

In venturing to indicate some of the hindrances and helps
to the spread of Presbyterianism 1 am deeply «wnsible of the
delicacy of the subject and the danger of being misunder-
stowd and even inisrepresented, but I have unlimited confie
dence (n truth of any sort, and a stronp conviction that the
time has come when the truth on this sulject should be
spoken out. 1 wish it to bie distinctly understnnd, hawever,
at the outsct that in dealing with Presbyteriamsm, whether
in the form of comnicndation or criticism, 1t Is no part of iny

lan to depreciate other forms under which the ¢ hurch of
sod exists.  We chicerfully accord them all a proper measure
of respect, hut claim the libesty to prefer aur own and to
cling to it Lecause, after full investigation, we believe it to
cmbody more truth, and to be instrumental 1n the dissemina.
tion of more truth, than any other system. If any one thinks
otherwise hie is bound in conscience to leave our communion
—and the sooncr hie does so the better for himsell and for
the Church~and 10 join the body which he honestly thinks
sscs these qualitics,

Onc other preluninaty semark.  What is advancal i tius
address {s not intended to be of mcrcl( local application
The hindsances discussed exist, it is believed, sulneet of
course to vatious modifications, throughout tlus liomimon,
and it may be to some extent in Great Brtainand the U nited
States, but I have chiclly in view aur own country

What are these hindrances?

1. Ignorance of the fundamental principles of Preshyter.
lanism. Ths ignorance exius amung vurselves and beyond
oursclves.

It is only jus! to recognize the fact at ance that there are
very many intelligent and scholarly persons beyond the Pres.
byterian Church who know tts lustory and candudly appre-
clate us senptural foundatun as well as its noble and suicess.
ful cfTorts in defence of the truth and of humun ficedam §
but there are also vast and increasing multitwles in this and
in every other country whoe have never made our doctrines
and polity a special study, who have neither read nor heard
discussions of ovur prinaples and are satisfied to scly apen
vague and inaccurate hcam\{ virtual'y amounting to tradi-
tional slandet as to what we held and teach.

They have read in some cheap story book, or popular work
of fiction, or they have been told, and they have taken no
trouble to inquire into the truth of the tale, what P'resbytes-
ians believe.  Hence, to not a few the sum and substance of
Presbyterianism is teally a gross travesty upon a few of the
doctrines of the Church, They have thus been lad to think,
for example, that we hold o doctnne of Predestination,
cquivalent to fatalism and which makes God a cruel, heast.
less despot 3 that we helieve in a doctrine of reprobating
which represents God as creating countless millions of men
for the very purpose of dooming them to eternal torments ;
that we sincetely behieve in the everlasting perditin of in.
numerable mynads of infants who dic Liefore they are alle to
decern the right hand from the 1eft 5 that we delight to limit
the gospel call, the offer of mercy, and the opcrations of

race exclusively to the clect, and actually teach that these
avouted few ate nfallibly destined to unexding glory no
matter how they behave themselves in this world 5 that we
ignore the necessity of vegeneration and conversion, and
openly deny man's fice agency, and thus annihilate lus sc.
sponsibility and the very basis of all human morality.

Such notions as these, such grass perversions of what con-
stitutes our belief are Jamentably prevalent, to be met with
in the workshop, in the street, in the thoroughfares of buss-
ness, alinost cverywhere, and it is not surprising that persons
cherishing such opimuns shiould shun, or cven vigorously op-
pose and denounce what they call Preshyterianism.

Others again know Presbyterianism nnlj- through distorted

representations of certam features of our discipline and wor.
ship.
{thy have heard of austere and Puritanic views in favour
.« a sort of Jewish obsesvance of the Sabbath and apainst
innocent social customs and indulgences being ngid f en.
forced—personal liberty being rudely and uuwarrantably in.
vaded and crushed in the sacred name of religion —manly
sports and virtucs being discouraged and canting hypoerisy
being upheld and cultivated, and inquisitorial scrutiny being
made by Kirk Scssions, Preshyteries, and Assemblics inte
what is In no sense their business, into the beliefs, the opin-
ions and practices of men for which they are sesponsible to
God alone,  They have read garbled reports of lmir-scliling
discussions, angry debates and tyrannical decisions by cc-
clesiastics, and these they take to be the bone and sinew of
T'resbyterianism.

Then as to worship, as to matters under the head of the
qus liturgum, they take us to be a people strongly addicted
to Psalm-singing in a way of our own, to the exclusion of
nearly all C?nristi:m hymns, and these Psalms readered in
rupged and unfinished verse scarcely distinguishable from ifl-
written prose and set to barharous music rendered in a most,
discordant maancr ; a people of inexhaustible patience and
boundless capacity for Yislcning to long, dull, doctrinal ser-
mons, and withal stubbornly opposed to culture and the fine
arts cspecially in the house of Ged, and yet not pre-eminently
deveut inasmuch as we are said to be oot a little given to
gazing in all dircctions while the minister is anguing out
some theological (uestion in his disorderly extemporancous
prayer.  These, and such Jike items, constitute to their
minds Presbyterianism,

Now it would Le folly to claim for our Church infalli-
bility on all the points thus caricatured, or to saythat we are
in no measure responsible for such- perverted conceptions,

that we have done nnthing to give occasion for them, and
that those who entettain lﬁcm ate wholly to blame ¢ it might
be unsale and unjust to assume this posdtion, hut it is per
fectly safe to say of such persons that they are, from what-
cver cause, profoundly tgznorant of the st prnciples of our
Church and of the sipritual life and activity of our people,
and, of cnurse. such Ignorance i a formidable hindrance to
the spread of I'reshyterianism,

But Ict us look at home, among our own ranks; here the
same evil prevails toa very consitderable extent And we neerd
not be sunprised if peaple shnuld geent heartless in upholding
and dilatory in cxlcml‘n;: o system which they do not under.
staml,  Led us nnt fear to ook cach other i the face and
{rankly ask the question, du out people as a whole know and
appreciate our priaciples?  1e there not a large number who
are 'reshyterians by force of hahit, by the accident of birth
or circumstances, rather than by conviction and intelligeny
tnvestigation 2 Their attachinent to the Cliurch 18 traditional
and even superstitious to A great extent.  The matter is casily
testel,  Ow !\nnrlplcs are arcurately and admiably formue
latesd in certain books, in * The Westminsier Canfeasion of
Faith ” and Latechisms, but are these works understood and
mastered by the rank and fife of Fresbytenans?  flow many
househulds possess a copy of them ? N ery many 1 grant do.
hut very mnay do not xro they in the hands ofall aurelders
anid deacansand Sabbath school teachersand heads of famitics
who mould the character and opunions of the nsing genera.
twon and are suppused in lorally to theit own convictiuns, to
their historic past, and to the truth of God to teach the doc.
trines and the polity of the Church?  ‘The hooks, with per-
haps the exception of the Shoster Catechism, have a very

| {united circulation.  No Canadian publishing house, so far

as known to me, has issucd an cdition of them. There is a
growing feeling which is already strong and dominant in
many instances that these books are too dull, and hard, and
antiquated for cur progresuve age and that il they ate to be
looked at at all they os‘f\ould be relegated to the hbmnes of
winisters and colleges  Some go cven the length of pionsl?'
deploring the very existence and the dissemination of such
works. | read not very lonp ago in a rehgious paper which
1s not Presbytenian but largely patronized ﬁ)' them anexpires-
siva of gufuund segret that our ¢* Confessinn of Faith * nad
bieen rendered acoeseible to the Chinese, beeause it had ale
ready sufficiently listurhed and distracted the religious world,
Are there not wany who sccreily and very hearuly sy
pattize with such absund and ignurant notivns, and even with
cpen attacks and ropraaches <o frecly directed of late agalnst
aur standards?  They have not read them, they have no
time or patience to do so ; but they know that they are bad
and deserve to pensh,  Others again are greatly in love with
the thought of bemng Bible students.  They have quilc out-
grewn the nisdom of the Westmineter divines  They are
sure that it is infinitely better to go direct to the fouptain-head
than to strecams polluted by human touch. Our principles,
they say, arcallin the wond of God, and we ignore and despise
mere human vention  we are free to determine our own
biclief«  we are bent upon propress and refuse 1o hie ruled
and fettered by any hm‘; made by a set of ceclesiastics two
centurics ago.

Precisely so, we answer. Down with mere ccclesiasticism.
Pensh every dogmaand every book which onntroverts the
Book of God, Let the Bible be supreme and let us search
it through and through.  But do the persons thus carried
away with the peand thought of onginal Bhilical snvestiga.
tion attend to 1t 2 They strongly asseni their independence
of all helps and of al} amiquit{ and frecly dennunce formu.
lated crecds ; but after that what do they produce? 1f they
determine their own principles with suﬂ'!c:cnt accuracy to
deserve to be recorded what are they doing but preparing
another man-made book perhaps far inferior to those they
discasd At any mte, my observation is to the eficer that
those who on the score of liberty and projress keep them.
sclves intentionally ignorant of the small manuals now with.
in their reach are the very persons, however much they may
clamnous for direct appeals to the Bible, who make very in-
different and unsuccessful students of God's Book: 1 donot
say that we have many within our pale of the class now re.
ferred to, and ! have no wish 10 press the charge of ignor-
ance unduly. The ‘)coplc of other denominations often
generously volunteer the apinion that we are better read in
Divine things than they are themselves, and perhapsatis
unwise 1n us to cast suspicion upon what s thusso S:racmusly
asserted,  We have certamly a sort of traditional glory fn
this respect which it would be well to vindicate by couvine.
ing all of our ion of solid attainments; and I should
be delighted to think that ail our people, young and old,
could pass a scarching cxamination in the fundamental

rinciples and even the minute detauls of our scriptural polity 3

ut T cannot ventue to believe that they possess any such
knmwledge. My fear is that proper scrutiny into the matter
by ministers and elders would disclose lamentable ignorance
on the part of vast numbers as to the doctrines, the constitu.
tion, and U ¢ discipline of the Church, constituting, as is
self-evident, a most formidable hindrance to the spread of
P'resbyterianism,

11." A szcond hindtance arises from the failure of our elders
to come up to the scriptural ideal of their office, and heace
comparative inactivity among their ranks.

Probably we all fail-~both ministers and people—~to take
in the full sigmficance of the fact that ours is a Presbyterian
Church, and apostolic in this respect—a church instructed,
cdified, and ruled, under Jesus Christ, by Preshyters or
elders.  Let us try to understand for 2 moment the status of
our clders according to Scripture and the practice of our
Church, that wemay see wherein .-m{ of them scem to come
short of it. Our clders are not mere laymen but ccclesiastics,
as truly so as was the Apostle Peter, who said *the clders
that arc among you I exhort who am also an elder.”  They
arc clected by the voice of the people, according to apostolic
practice, and solemnly ordained not to a secular but to a
sacted office—an office which we are accustomed to desig.
nate the highest in the New Testament Church, It is well
known, accordingly, that in seeking to check the pretentions
of prelacy we triumphantly establish the identity of Bishops
nn& Elders. We do s0, as you are aware, upon several valid

. grounds.  We show that the terms ¢piscopos and presduteros

are {n the New Testament used Imcrchan§eal\ly. used to
designate the same persons, and therefore Scriptural Bishops
and elders are the same—a position which s now l’mnk‘y
conceded by candid and sc ml:nlr p wnl;all:\m, such as
Dean Alford, 1r, ;ncob. Bishop Filicott' anl others.

We show that the duties and functions of bishops and
clders, according to the apostles, are the same, or, in other
words, that the elder 1s officially qualificd] to do everything
which ULelongs to the lishop, and, therefore, we have not
two onders of cerleriastics but one.  Hence the purity, the
dfficial equality of all Presbyters, and the unscriptural char.
acter of “nc practice of allowtng nn{ one of them to lord it
over the rest by claiming authoritatlve jurisdiction, ar uswep.
h;]g the sole right to ordain or set apast others to the sacred
oiice.

We go further in this argument.  We show that in aposs
tulic churches, whose rmclicc we are bound to follow, there
were a plurality of elders or bishops - -a single conpregation
having had not_onc, bul possibly a dozen bishops, all hold.
ing the same oflice and rank and exercising the same author.
ity within that congregation.  Hence the New Testament
Chutch, in the days of the aposiles, knew nothing of Diocesan
fopiscopacy  This again is granted by candid Episcopal
wiiters who plead for diocesan jusisdiction merely on the
greund of expedicncy and human convenience, and who do
not presume to deny the lustoric fact that in hundreds of in.
stances, as in the case of the I'uritans in England and the
founders nf EpiscopncY in Scotland, their ownchurch most
uncquivocally acknowledged the validity of Presbyterial or-
dination.

Thus in argument, at least, we virdicate very fully the
Seriptural rights and functions of clders; and practfeally
we go a preat length in the same direction.  Our clderscen.
stitute the loeal or congregational Presbytery commonly
known as the Kuk Scssion, The{' sit in cqual numbers
with ministers, or lc:\chmf: clders, in all our other courts.
They are appointed commissioners to the General Assembly,
or Su&ncmc Coust of aur Church; and there no distinction
is made between them and ministers except that by long
established custum they are excluded from the Moderator's
chair, and are scldom called upon to lead the devotions of
the house. They speak, to be sure, nat so much as clerical
members, they move and sccond resolutions, they vote, they
act on Committees, they present reports—do everything that
munisters can do.  Thus it is in mectings of the Assembly,
cliers bieing in no sense denuded of the functions of their
oftice, Pres {tcn‘a! purity being most fully recognized, the
Moderator himself being only pramus snter pares.

It 18 cvident, therefore, that the difference between the
teaching clder and the ruling clder is not as great as is often
supposed. It amournts just to this much. ‘The ruling elder
is usually ordained by the Kitk Session without the imposi.
tion of hands ; but tlus mode has been called in question
and 1t has been urged that in strict conformity to apostolic
practice all elders should be ordained by pm{cr and the lay.
ing on of the hands of the Presbytery. Be thisas it may. I
cnter not upon the discussion of the subject here, but venture
to think that the ordination of the ruling and the teaching
clder as now conducted is virtually identical. In the one
case we have the congregational Presbytery, or Kirk Ses.
sion, composed of a company of clders residing in one place,
belonging to one church, in the other case we have the dis.
trict ’resbytery composed of a company of elders drawn
frum a wider area {rom several churches conferring the office.
‘The ordaining body in bath cases is made up of Presbyters
and the office they confer, whatever form they follow, is that
of the cldership. ~ 1t appears to me therefore that the only
thing really clauned as sxclusively belonging to the teaching
clder is the formal act of dispensing the sacraments.

And cven in this act he does not exercisc arbitrary power
and is not strictly alone or left to his own wil), for accord.
g to the seemly usa;ic of the whole Presbyterian Church
teaching and ruling elders act together and upon terms of
ofiicial equality in determining who are worthy to receive
the sacraments; and in the dispensatinn of the Lord’s supper
the teaching clder is assisted by his co-elders and it K:s
always been understood that his presiding in this service im-
thies no usurpation whatever of sacendotal office and power,

t is true that the work of public instruction on the Lord's
day falls chiefly upon the teaching elder, and it is right that
it should e so, becausc this is hus vocation to which he de-
votes hus life and energy and for which he is supposed to be
preeminently qualified by grace and natural ability and edu.
cation. Iut he is hy no means to have a perfect mono’goly
in this respect, or in the exercise of this function of his office.
He is the r ized teacher, but not the enly teacher, of
the flock—all the elders should be, and were in the days of
the apostles—'*apt to teach,” and it is greatly to the edifi
cation of the church when they heartily engage'in this work,
if not from the pulpat certainly in the class-room, the prayer.
meeting, and from house to house. Dut is this Scriptural
distribution of authority and work always cantied out prac-
tically ? Have we not in many instances a sort of autocracy,
a1 onc-man-powcet, in congregations? The minister, accord-
ing to his own wish it may be, is expected and allowed todo
cverything and to be the sole ruler of the flock.  Is there a0
clerical assumption—yes, and youthful presumption on the

att of Sunday school boys and teachers and others who
ignore the very existence of the bench of Presbyters insome
churches? It may be said that clders in such cases have
themselves to blame.  That they are persons fit only to be
superannuated, destitute of culture and religious activity and
the elasticity of youth, behind the age in all respects, chosen
only on the ground of their peculiar quictness and sup
&c(ll) I am not going to discuss this point: I leaveit to
ccided by every one for himself. It may be that suffi
cicnt care is not always taken to draw the youthful talent and
sanctificd business power of the Church into the eldership ;
and it is certain, at any rate, that in very many congregma.
tions eldersarc not distinguished for activity—~they have no
special work in hand—therc are no districts allotted them
which they are expected to visit and in which they are to
conduct praycr-mectings, catechetical services, and classes
for the instruction of the young—they do not even believe
that it belongs to their oftice to be thus ¢h with the
care of souls, and hence many of the baptised children of the
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Church and even members in full communion with the
Church are utterly unknown to them. This is surely not
feeding the flock of God over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made them bishops ; and the result is that their work
is allowed to fall with crushing weight upon the teaching
elder, which inevitably impairs his power in the pulpit be-
cause he has not the requisite time to make his sermons what
they should be, impairs his health and usefulness, for he can-
not with impunity perform the duties of several men, breeds
discontentment with minister and people, leads to short and
unsatisfactory pastorates, stunts the intellectual and spiritual
growth of young ministers, and generally inflicts weakness
upon our Presbyterianism. Is it Presbyterianism at all when
the majority of Presbyters simply hold office and do little or
nothing? I utter no censure. I merely state facts,

Then as to the higher courts of our Church, have they not
through the supineness and absence of ruling elders, through
some cause or other, virtually become clerical? This is a
great weakness. It is well known that Presbyteries often it
without a single ruling elder. And the attendance of such
in Synods and General Assemblies is comparatively small.
"Of the ruling elders appointed commissioners to our last
General Assembly sixty-five failed to attend, and usually
many of those who do put in an appearance remain only a
few days. How is this? Who are to blame? Ministers,
or elders, or both?

Elders say that they are not familiar with our technical
forms of business, and, therefore, feel little interest in it.
Let them master these simple forms. They are based on
common sense and Scripture, and are printed and accessible
to all. Let Sessions and Presbyteries see to it that all their
members possess and stady the little volume just issued by
our General Assembly known as ** Rules and Forms of Pro-
cedure,” and this difficulty will speedily disappear.

Elders sometimes whisper, if they do not frankly speak it
out, that they cannot endure the domineering spirit, and
wordy debates of the clerical members of these courts, and
hence their absence. 'Well, it seems a pity that they should
be so timid. They are not always so in other walks of life.
But without defending or condemning the discussions and

the verbiage of ecclesiastics, I may be allowed to say that.

these good brethren have the remedy in their own hands.
Let them rise in sufficient force and put down this domineer-
ing spirit at the same time showing themselves patterns of
meekness, and let them speak and move with so much clear-
ness and point as to make transparently manifest the folly of
wordy disputations.
But elders sometimes say they have no time to attend ec-
clesiastical Courts. This may be true in the case of poor
men and of those who are not their own masters and who
live far from the place of meeting ; but all our elders are not
in this condition, there must be a large number of them
neither poor nor servants, but thoroughly free and able were
they so disposed to give all the time that is required. But
whatever may be the cause, and whoever may be to blame,
what I venture to allege is that in so far as there is failure to
appreciate the spiritual functions of the eldership and to
render a full measure of service by those who hold the office
this is a serious departure from our fundamental conception
of the constitution of the Church—a decided weakness and
great hindrance to the spread of Presbyterianism. ’
ITI. A third hindrance is the imperfect exercise of discip-
line. Imperfect in two ways, by excess and by defect. We
have sometimes too much Episcopal supervision by the con-
gregational and the district Presbyteries, and sometimes too
little. Discipline is defined in our Book of Procedure as
‘‘an exercise of that spiritual authority which the Lord Jesus
Christ has appointed in His Church. Its object is three-
fold ; the glory of God, the purity of the Church, and the
spiritual good of the offender.” I do not think that discip-
line should be limited to offenders, and it should certainly
aim at the edification of the Church, its guidance and growth
as well as its purity, But this in passing.

It is obvious that Sessions and Presbyteries in the exercise
of discipline may go beyond their province, may *‘intermeddle
with matters which are purely civil,” or show *an undue
solicitude to pry into the private conduct or family concerns
of individuals,” and an unwise readiness ** to interfere offi-
cially in personal quarrels, or to engage in the investigation
of secret wickedness.”

It is possible, moreover, that these courts may exhibit a

disposition to ignore the well-defined rights of the people.
There is grave danger in any such tendency in the present
day. Respect and veneration for authority of this sort has
passed away, and it is well that it should be so, whatever
ecclesiastics may think about it, becduse it was only a re-
ligious superstition which held sway as the Church was
ignorant, inactive, and corrupt. The truth is, that in the
Apostolic Church the people exercised their power not only
in the election of all office-bearers, but also, under certain
restrictions, in maintaining discipline, in seeking the edifica-
tion of the Church, and in determining doctrinal matters.
It was to the people, and not to ecclesiastics, to the whole
¢¢ Church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and in the
Lord Jesus Christ ”’ that the Apostle Paul wrote : ** Where-
fore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even
as also ye do” (1 Thess. v. 11). As if he had said, I have
entrusted to you the delicate offices of mutual spiritual con-
solation, and the arduous task of edifying or building up
one another in your most holy faith, and you have success-
fully performed them both.

It was also to the people, to the church at Rome, that he
wrote :  ‘‘ Now, I beseech you, brethren, mark them who
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine ye have
learned, and avoid them ” (Rom. xvi. 17). You are com-
petent to understand and to judge touching my doctrine,
and you are to cut off those who practically set it at naught
by avoiding them, by shunning tgem, by refusing to have
any fellowship with them, And still more directly he says
to the people, the church at Corinth: ¢ Therefore put
away from among yourselves that wicked person” (1 Cor.
v. 13). ‘¢ Sufficient to such a man is this punishment which
was nflicted of many” (2 Cor. ii, 6), Passages which make
it plain enough that while Presbyters, or Bishops, are the
executive in the exercise of discipline, yet the people are
not to be ignored, their aid is to be invoked in an orderly

way for the practical enforcement of discipline, and it can
only be effective when their intelligence and spiritual life are
sufficiently high to carry out with vigour the decisionsof the
Presbyters. Not only so, but you recollect how in grave
doctrinal matters the people were associated with the apostles
and elders. The decision touching the case from Antioch
before the Synod of Jerusalem is formulated in these words :
““Then pleased it the apostles and elders with the whole
Church, to send chosen men of their own company to Anti-
och with Paul and Barnabas” (Acts xv. 22); the utmost
care being taken to guard against the slightest semblance of
anything looking in the direction of an Hierarchy, and to
bring out the idea that the Church of Christ is not so mucha
potestas as a libertas in which the rights of all the li)eople and
even the feeblest member are most fully secured. This is
the true Presbyterian, and, as we believe, apostolic, concep-
tion of the Church ; and hence Presbyterianism rightly ad-
ministered secures all the freedom, and popular rights, and
spiritual puwrity of communion which can be claimed for

ongregationalism without its facilities for disintegration,
its incapacity to deal with heresy and ministerial aberrations,
and its practical denial of the visible and organic unity and
true catgolicity of the Church.

But has Presbyterianism been always administered in this
liberal spirit, or has not mere ecclesiasticism been sometimes
unduly magnified ? Have we sufficiently emphasised this
conception of the church as a /iber¢as—a living spiritual body
in which every member has his own functions and inalien-
able rights? We may be sure of this, that all unwarrantable
ecclesiastical meddlings with the Scriptural rights and
powers of the people are grave hindrances to the growth of
our system, especially among intelligent, educated and inde-
pendent people.

I do not forget, however, that failure in discipline may
occur through defect, through laxness, as well as through
the excessive exercise of power ; and probably there is not
so much uncomfortable fidelity in our day as indefensible
remissness. The tares are allowed to grow among the wheat
pretty freely and rankly in certain portions of the field.
Some sins, indeed, are deemed disgraceful but others pass
muster as very reputable. While drunkenness and flagrant
immorality are openly denounced, meanness, covetousness,
secret dishonesties which lead to public disasters, extortion,
extravagance, worldliness, and wily defrauding of the Lord’s
treasury are not often dealt with as sins of special heinous-
ness. I do not mean to say that these are easily laid hold of
as matters of discipline or even as subjects of reprobation
from the pulpit. They are so respectable and so closely
wedded to religious matlers in many communities as to be
unpopular themes of discourse. And I do not say that we
can suspend a man from church membership on the mere
suspicion of his being secretly addicted to any one of them.
We cannot cut him off because we know that he has hundreds
of thousands in precarious bank stocks and such like, and
yet pleads instant and helpless poverty the moment he is
appealed to for the Lord’s work ; but we may try to teach
him common trathfulness and honesty and get him to cease
saying that he is poor and helpless when he is only close and
mean. I do not say that discipline can make the Church
immaculate. It argues supreme conceit and self-righteous-
ness in any church to say that she can get wholly rid of cant.
ing hypocrites and subtle religious frauds, or of men who at
heart love the world better than Christ and *prize a comedy
or a tragedy more than a prayer-meeting, We cannot dis-
cipline men for faults of heart—invisible sins—and we can-
not expel impalpable devils. But we can denounce their
works in scripture terms ; and we can by acts of discipline,
too, make it understood that the Church of God is not a
shelter, a refuge, a hiding place for respectable impenitent
sinners, We can give it out with peculiar emphasis that
the Church and the world are not one, that spirituality of
heart and life, honest cross-bearing and cheerful submission
to the law of Christ are the conditions upon which men can
retain their status in His kingdom ; and we can make it just
as hard for the disorderly, insubordinate, excommunicated
man of broad acres and high social standing to pass from one
congregation to another as it is for the rejected penniless
man. We can show with all kindness but with all firmness
that just as God is no respector of persons, so sin and ungod-
lessness when indulged in wholesale and in high places find
no more tolerance or approval with the Church than when
clad in rags. And we may be sure again, that in so far as
discipline breaks down in this direction, through partial,
feeble, time-serving laxness the spiritual life of the Church is
impaired and ber real progress hindred as thoroughly, and it
may be more so, than by the excessive exercise of ecclesias-
tical power.

And is it too much to hint that Presbyterial supervision
of ministers and congregations is seldom excessive? To put
the matter mildly and cautiously, are there not cases in which
the people feel keenly that ministers are continued in charges
as well as on the Probationer’s roll long * after their useful-
nessisgone?” And cases in which ministers justly complain
that the people are allowed with impunity to repudiate their
righteous obligations and to resort to the starving-out pro-
eess which is by no means unheard of in Canada and the
United States? And in the distribution of congregations are

‘there not anomalies thoroughly indefensible on any sound

principle of business or common sense resulting in enormous
waste of money and of intellectual and spiritual power? Do
we not all know villages and towns, for example, with am-
bitious looking church edifices struggling under intolerable
burdens of debt, feebly supporting, or thoroughly starving
two or three ministers—perhaps not all Presbyterian—where
one could do the work much better than three, and in a
sweeter and more Christian temper of mind? How much
better in such cases that men should be scattered abroad and
go to the heathen, or to aid honoured brethren in the rough
figlds of Canada where one man is sometimes left to struggle
amid the duties of five or six? Now, all these things are
theoretically under Presbyterial jurigdiction, and, without
insisting upon them further, it seems to me that imperfect
discipline in the forms indicated, and in others that might
be mentioned, is no small hindrance to the spread of Presby-
terianism.

IV. Inotice, fourthly, hindrances which spring out of cer-

tain erroneous notions respecting the ministerial office.
There are two opposite errors in this connection which
damage our cause, viz., making too much of the office and
making too little of it. .

Both ministers and people sometimes think that official
dignity is the main thing. This comes natural and easy to
the pride of man’s heart. Who does not like to be dressed
up in a little official dignity, be it as a magistrate, an alder-
man, an editor, or a divine ? Besides, mere official elevation
readily fits into the natural indolence of man. It is far easier
to put on airs than to hold a position by honest service and
downright hard work. And we must not forget that this
sort of thing is proinoted by the prodigious influence of the
Latin Church, by State Churchism, and by Sacerdotalism, all
of which exercise an untold moulding power in this direction.
They set the fashion in ecclesiastical matters, and determine
the general style of our churches and all their appointments.
They settle the form and meaning of all the little extras in
posture and dress that make public devotional services aris.
tocratic. They see great beauty and religious significance,
for example, in the absence of the ordinary collar from the
minister’s coat, and in his bandaging his throat in a special
manner, and making a clean sweep of his beard, and wearing

certain variegated habiliments in the house of God. And -

people like to have clergymen clothed in seemly robes of
office and adorned with goodly sounding titles that they may
look up to them with special reverence. We have nearly
everywhere a few aspiring persons who have a secret craving
after this sort of thing ; and it is not surprising that plain
Presbyters, compassed with human infirmities like other
men, seeing this kind of thing is demanded, and is so easily
supplied, requires so little brains and education—I say it is
not surprising that they should be tempted to yield to it, and

ow into the idea that they are not simply ‘‘your servants
or Jesus’ sake,”” but ¢‘lords over God’s heritage.”

But it is a mistake on our part. It is neither Christ-like
nor apostolic. It widens the gulf of separation already exist-
ing between ministers and the masses and disgusts vigor-
ous thinking minds from whose ranks Presbyterianism must
grow. Besides, we cannot go far enough to meet the wishes
of the unthinking ones who take this direction, and hence
when they ascend to a sufficient height in fashion and in the
social scale, and descend a sufficient depth in ignorance and
forgetfulness of God’s truth they take leave of us altogether
in order to gratify their longings to the full,

Here is one extreme, certainly alien to our system and in-
jurious to our progress, the attempt to make too much of our
office. But the opposite extreme is equally hurtful, the ten-
dency to depreciate and degrade the office. It is plain, for
example, that it is a degradation of the pulpit to turn it into
a stage. In this case there is neither gospel instruction nor
successful sport. The comedy and tragedy furnished in the
pulpit in response to the desire manifested for such in cer-
tain quarters is of an inferior order. Theatre-goers are not
to be attracted or converted by chaff. They know very well
that they can get something far better and more to their
mind from professional artists who are supplied with the
appropriate music and scenery to set off their plays.

It is also a lowering of the sacred office for ministers to
undertake the work of the daily press, to discuss science, and
politics, and literature, and secular themes generally instead
of proclaiming God’s saving grace.

And why cannot congregations see that it is a ruinous waste
of a minister’s time and a degradation of his office to be
obliged to attend all the paltry meetings some eccentric
people may wish to have in his parish? Deacons and com-
mittees of management should certainly know that he is not
solemnly ordained by the laying on of the hands of the Pres-
bytery to attend countless tea-meetings, and make funny
speeches, and be the patron of petty shows, small imitations,
under a religious name, of the big travelling shows of the
country.

Is it not a degradation of the office to have a minister hired,
paid as much as he is worth, as it was lately expressed in a
religious paper, to be virtually the manager of a commercial
concern under the name of a congregation of the saints, and to
be esteemed very highly for his work’s sake so long as he can
secure a good dividend to the shareholders in the form of
pew-rents, or show himself able to hold the mastery of the
mortgages on the church in spite of the hard times; but
failing this, to be dismissed—reduced to the rank of
‘“stated supply” in the United States and in Canada to the
¢ Probationers’ list ?

Is not the office degraded by the people when, with the
utmost comfort, and competency, and, in many instances
luxuriance; in their own homes, they compel the minister to
live among them in circumstances which would be quite ap-
propriate were he in the heart of paganism? For no one
can deény that we are all, laymen as well as ministers, free to
go to the heathen and to live among them as tent-makers or
corn-growers, clad in sheep-skins and goat-skins, dyelling in
caves and dens of the earth, and counted off-scourings of all the
things, while we seek to save their souls. These things may
be inevitable and pre-eminently meritorious among savages.
But they are not the style of things for highly favoured Christ-
ian lands. I cannot think that it is E&ted to promote the
success of the work at home or to induce you or your sons
to enter it, that it is a fair interpretation of the Lord’s mind,
a correct exegesis of His words, ‘‘that they who preach the
gospel should live of the gospel,” “‘that the labourer is
worthy of his hire,” to have ministers settled in parishes with
great solemnity, and ‘‘ under very promising circumstances,”
as it is usually expressed in the papers on such occasions,
and then to receive as the united offerings from their flocks
something less than the income of clerks and carters. Bat
without pressing the matter further, what is to be done in the
premises? How are we to check this tendency to official
assumption on the one hand and degradation on the other?
Very many things may be necessary for this purpose, but one
especially. By our own conduct—those of us in office or
seeking the office~we must give the people the true idea of
the minister of Christ. We must show them that he is a
man, every inch of him, not dependent on dress and sur-
roundings—a man of God to the core—consecrated soul and
body to the Lord ; ordained to speak the truth before God
in Christ; licensed to preach the gospel, not licensed to serve
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tables, or to put on airs, or to be a dandy and a puppet in the
pulpit and the drawing-room ; at the same time a Christian
gentleman, with the culture, the attainments and the Self-
respect of a gentleman ; a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ
and of the Church for His sake, and therefore clothed with
humility ; a steward of the riches of divine truth, full of faith
and of the Holy Ghost ; and therefore, neither emi)ty-headed
nor cold-hearted ; a manof intellectual and spiritual resources,
not needing to multiply appearances because the substance
is not; a master in Israel, a master of theology, the queen
of the sciences. And thus able by natural force of charac-
ter as well as by depth and breadth of attainments to save
himself and his office from reproach and degradation, Given
an army of men of this sort and hindrances springing out of
erroneous notions of the ministry would soon disappear.
Hence the next hindrance I mention.

V. The lack of a sufficient number of true ministers of
Christ. .

This is at once apparent if we take into account the home
and foreign fields. It is sometimes said that all the learned
professions are over-crowded, and that there are hundreds of
unemployed ministers in Britain and the United States ; and
evenin Canada, eligible charges ready for pastoral setttlements
and affording * good livings,” as it is sometimes expressed,
are not very numerous, so that the supply of ministers seems
to be equal, or more than equal, to the demand. This may
be true of a certain sort men—men who are looking for
“¢livings ” rather than for souls—willing to enter upon other
men’s labours, but destitute of faith and courage and manli-
nelss to subdue moral wildernesses and make room for them-
selves.

The Church—every branch of the Church—has always
men to spare of the class who have no spirit of enterprise,
and see nothing to do beyond their own parish and the sup-
ply of their personal wants, and who desire to be tenderly
cared for, nursed, and ministered unto, but who are not
ready to “endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ.”
And one of the dangers, the hindrances, our Church must
guard against with firmer purpose than heretofore is the in-
flux of such persons from other bodies. But the Church has
never had too many, or anything approaching a sufficient
number of such men as Duff, and W. C. Burns, and our own
missionary to Formosa, men who catch the spirit of the
Master’s command, ‘‘go ye into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature.”

Why is this? How is it that the supply of the right sort
of men is so utterly inadequate? How is it, we are some-
times asked, that the sons of the wealthy are not found press-
ing into the ministry? Do they think the office beneath their
dignity? If so they are mistaken. God’s Sonled off in this
work and he has been followed by an army of men whose
talents, and culture, and purity of life and elevation of char-
acter would shed lustre upon the highest ranks of nobility.
Is it beneath the dignity of any man—God pity the man who
thinks that it is—to be commissioned by the King of Glory
to be the co-worker with His own Son in saving souls? Are
they deterred through fear of being ordained to perpetual
poverty and hard work? Are they attracted-—drawn away
by the fascinations of business and of social elevation? Are
they less devout and spiritual than those who enter the min-
istry from humbler ranks? Would the brain-power and the
heart-power of the sacred office be materially changed and
improved by the poor being all kept in the pews and the
rich taking possession of the pulpit? I am not prepared to
say yes or no. And I have no quarrel with either class. I
claim near kinship through Adam to both rich and poor, nor
do I think it desirable that the ministry should be drawn
largely or exclusively from any one class, but rather from
them all, that there may be no semblance of caste coun-
tenanced, and that there may be broad and true sympathy
with humanity and knowledge of its wants in all its multitu-
dinous diversifications and circumstances.

The vital question is, why this totally inadequate supply of
ministers? While we have doctors, and lawyers, and poli-
ticians to excess, why has this holy office to go a begging for
occupants of the right sort? Is it owing to the general treat-
ment which ministers receive? Not exclusively by any
means, for after all that has been written and said about the
shady side of ministerial experience, taken all in all it is
happier and better than that of any other class of men, and
hence their average life is longer.

Is it due to the low spiritual life of the Church, to her
awful want of confidence in Christ’s great enterprise of sav-
ing the world ? Yes, this is the chief cause. Through this un-
belief men are not willing to spend much or risk much in send-
ing the gospel to others, As their faith loses its definiteness,
its clearness, and spirituality, they become marvellously gen-
ous in a cheap way—so generous and credulous that they be-
lieve that countless millions may be saved without the gospel,
and they persuade themselves that they are quite right in
leaving the heathen to the sovereign mercy of God.

But when, in answer to prayer, the power of Divine grace
rests upon the Church, and real revival is experienced, and
the Holy Ghost arrests the worldliness of God’s people, then
there is no lack of volunteers for the work of the ministry.
But while we thus fully recognize the Divine call to the work
we are bound to say that there is one form of spiritual dead-
ness, of practical unbelief which has kept back multitudes
from the Lord’s service, and that is the unguarded and mis-
chievous tone of conversation in Christian homes.

‘Young persons even with the grace of God in their hearts,

t their impressions and convictions and determinations for

ife settled very much by their surroundings, by what they
see and hear, That which is esteemed high and noble and
sacred by parents is usually viewed in the same way by their
children’; and that which is ignored and despised secretly or
openly by parents is pretty certain to be treated in the same
spirit by their offspring. It is here, in the household, often
in the Christian drawing-room, that the mischief is done,
and here precisely we must seek the remedy for the hindrance
now dealt with. .

Let us get Christian homes cﬁunﬁed of the poison that in-
fects them and acts with such deadly fatality against the
Lord’s work—let us get Christian fathers and mothers to do
their duty, to follow the exa.mple of Hannah, and Zacharias,
and the parents of young Timothy ; and we shall soon hear

the end of empty lamentations over the lack of talent laid
upon the Lord’s altar and the insufficiency of the intellect of
this country for the work of its pulpit, for this isuntrue. Dr,
Schaff, of New York, says in the last number of the Prince-
ton Review,” ‘‘ From long experience as a putlic teacher in
Europe and America, I may venture the assertion that the
theological students of America, as regards ability, gentle-
manly bearing, and Christian character, are equal to any in
the world.” . We claim nothing less for the students of Can-
ada. And what we need, and wish to see, is hundreds and
thousands of them throwing themselves with spiritual power
into the work at home and into the great heathen world,

VI. Hindrances in the form of defective and unscriptural
financial management. These, let me assure you, are most
formidable.

Several methods are followed in raising money for the
Lord’s work which are thoroughly injurious. I have 'not
time to discuss them, but will mention a few of them. Some
congregations may be said without exaggeration to have no
proper system of finance. Passing over such we may notice
the following :

First, The Subscription List. In many country churches
when a minister is called his stipend is provided for in the

form of a subscription list exhibiting the amount which each’

person promises to pay. By and by the minister in his zeal
for common morality, gives utterance to some plain and un-
palatable truth against intemperance, or lying, or swindling,
or worldliness, and similar sins. This offends one or two of
the large subscribers. They sulk, they absent themselves
from the church, they talk of the imprudence and impertin-
ence of the minister, they give it out that they are not going
to pay for suck greaching. Others, not noted for liberality
or godliness, and who had to be coaxed and urged in the first
instance to subscribe, sympathise with them and quietly de-
plore their pastor’s unnecessary fidelity and waunt of tact,
Presently they form an influential, although numerically small,
party in the church. The ecclesiastical year closes with a
financial deficiency not in the treasury, but in the minister's
pockets, for the treasurer’s business is simply to hand over to
him in driblets what he receives, and now he is minus the big
subscriptions, the price of his outspokenness and temerity,
and he has been forced to live partly on credit, and to coun-
tenance that abominable curse in business, the credit system,

But what is to be done with the balance due to him at theend
of the year? Members who have honestly implemented their
engagements refuse to pay what they deem due from others.
The Session cannot deal with the repudiators for that would
be meddling with temporalities and going beyond their spirit-
ual functions. The treasurer is helpless. He cannot col-
lect the subscriptions, or advance the money, and, perhaps,
secretly approves of the repudiation. For peace’ sake, there-
fore, the balance is allowed to lie over for another year. But
this year is no better but a little worse than its predecessor.
And thus it goes on for- a few years, during which the sub-
scription list becomes more and more unreliable, until the
minister resigns—the thing the repudiating subscribers wished
and foretold. A Presbyterial visitation takes place. The
large subscribers make speeches, and explain to the Court
that it is impossible to go on as they have done for several
years. They are constrained to say so as men of business.
The pastoral tie is severed with appropriate resolutions
touching all concerned ; and the minister is commended to
the Church and sent out to look for another charge. Thisis
no fancy sketch, but something which has actually occurred
more than once through that pernicious instrument of evil—
the subscription list. I have not spoken of it strongly
enough. Itis an instrument of disintegration and tyranny.
A thing which in its practical working ignores the unity of
life and spirit and obli%lation which belongs to the
Church of God—a thing which fosters the vulgar pride and
vanity of not a few whose names it exhibits, which stereo-
types their liberality, or rather their meanness, and which
enables them to play the part of little despots in many a
Christian circle—surely a thing to be abolished in connec-
tion with the Lord’s business.

A second method of church finance is by pew rents. This
is usually less objectionable than the method just disposed of ;
but the abuses to which it has given rise are well known
specially in large cities.

It has proved injurious to the poor. Insome placesit has
virtually excluded them from the house of God. Throxh
honest industry and frugality many of them manage to.make
themselves respectable everywhere except in the sanctuary ;
but there extravagant pew rents force them to take rank vir-
tually with paupers, and in order to escape this they absent
themselves altogether. If this evil is not largely experienced
in Canada it is certainly keenly felt elsewhere.

Again, the system of pew rents is_injurious to the rich.
The price of a wealthy man’s pew, Wh}ch is the same as that
of a comparatively poor man who sits next to him, often
fixes the extent of his giving. Ido nof say that it is always
so, but the tendency is strongly in this direction. And what
is far worse, the system brings a secular and purely :com-
mercial spirit into the church. A man buys up so much
sanctuary room and pays for it as for a site on which to build
a warehouse and the transaction is closed and dismissed
from his thoughts. .

How much better the Divine rule, that rich and poor
should give on the first day of the week, according as the
Lord hath prospered them. This would oblige them to
reckon with the Lord in this matter frequently, and to recog-
nize their dependence upon Him, to see God’s hand in busi-
ness, and to remember that the gold and the silver are His—
that the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, and what
a blessing this might prove to their own souls.

There is a 24érd method of church finance which I mention
only in a sentence or two, viz., that which depends upon
soirees, tea-meetings, bazaars, fairs and even raffles, These,
1 believe, should have no place in the working of God’s
Church as means of securing support for the gospel. But,
having said this, I do not wish to be understood as dispar-
aging the efforts of women and children and virtually exclud-
ing them from the Church. No, by all means et theh bring
the products of their skill and industry and sell them at right

rices and in right places for the advancement of Christ’s
Eingdom. Nay more. Let the work of women be properly

o;gunized,v 4nd let those of them who are qualified for the
o

ce regain their ancient and rightful position as Deacon-
esses that their invaluable services may become. available in
many directions. And so of children and young men. Thold
that the Church of God is bound to make room for them all,
and not to oblige, or allow, if possible, any of them to go
outside of her organization and discipline in seeking scope
for the exercise of their religious energies. When this prin-
ciple is not acted upon, the grossest and most scandalous
abuses sometimes occur, such as having persons who have
been justly excommunicated from the Church and never
restored to her fellowship put themselves forward as leaders
of public devotion to the unspeakable detriment of religion
and the disgust of all honest men,

But with respect to the methods of securing income just
named, there can be no doubt that they are often simply the
means of bringing reproach, and penury, and disgrace upon
the cause of God and His servants. 1 have spoken of the
dignity of the ministerial office and have no hesitation in
adding that the support of those who hold the sacred office by
means of fairs and raffles is a degradation to which merchants,
lawyers, and bankers would never submit. Let a raffle or
bazaar be started in aid of some respectable merchants and
see if they do not resent it as an insult, And why should
the ambassadors of Jesus Christ be subjected to such humili-
ation? Sooner a thousand times let them resort to the
apostolic method of working with their own hands to secure
their daily bread.

But what is to be done with this great question of religious
finance, and with all the other hindrances which have been
mentioned ? What helps do we propose ?

I should say, in one word, abandon every unscriptural .

method. Come back to the simple teachings of God’s Word.
Instead of all the shifts resorted to let the Scriptural office of
the deacon be brought into full activity and by its ministry
let the solemn duty and privilege of giving, in which the
Church is yet so lamentably backward, be plainly and con-
stantly laid upon every man’s conscience before God. Let
no one be omitted, and let the offerings of all, rich and
poor, be so managed, so administered, as in the great and
successful Sustentation Fund of the Free Church of Scotland,
as io bring out the living and practical unity of the Church
and the 2§mial equality and independence of all Presbyters
whatever position they may occupy. This is the remedy for
a multitude of cases which now occupy the time of Presby-
teries, and an end of the reign of little financial despots up
and down the country .who manage to make the lives o
ministers miserable, to impair their usefulness and the purity
and discipline of the Church. But I cannot elaborate this,

Then as to inactivity among the elders, let us try to
quicken their spiritual pulse by the addition of youth aad
piety to theirranks, let us try to take every hindrance out of
their way, to enlist their sympathies, to induce them to un-
derstand and honour their high vocation and to rouse them
to holy enthusiasm as leaders in the Lord’s army, ~ _

As to discipline, the ministerial office, and the lack of
labourers in the field—Home and Foreign—I have already
said all that time permits,

And as to the ignorance depicted. Let us remove it by .

diligent Scriptural and historical instrvction delivered vive
voce and through the press, an instrument of power which
we have not half used for the propagation of the truth. Let
us show our people what has been accomplished in the past
and fill their souls with the vast possibilities of the future in
this great Dominion and throughout the whole world ; let
them become acquainted with the vicissitudes, the weakness,
the strength, the failures, and the triumphs of our Church.
And let us not fail to shut out from her worship, her discip-

line, and doctrine all that is narrow, superstitious, popish,

vulgar, unnatural and unscriptural ; and let us not fear to
cut off excrescences that may have been growing upon our
system for centuries or that may try to fasten themselves
upon it now, and let us show the world that our Church is
not simply Scottish, or Canadian, but catholic and progres-
sive. Theology, in order to be progressive, must revise its
old arguments, and readjust its old defences that they may
fit into exsiting errors and destroy them. We must meet in-
differentism, and latitudinarianism, and sacerdotalism, and
scepticism, and worldliness, and the cry for fewer sermons
and shorter sermons, not with hard names and frantic de-
nunciations, but with living faith, and honest lives, and
solid arguments, and sermons that are a consuming fire, a
rushing mighty wind laden with Divine truth touching man’s
sin, Christ’s sacrifice, God’s justice and mercy and love,

Sermons that impart a luminous knowledge of the way of
life, and are full of Divine power and passion for saving

souls.
In this high sense we must

Make knowledge circle with the winds ;
But let her herald, Reverence, fly
Before her to whatever sky

Bear seed of men and growth of minds.

LORD CHANCELLOR CAIRNS has been preaching to
large audiences in Scotland. And some of the clergy
are terribly chagrined thereat.
clergyman talks about some judgment that will come

One Irish Episcopal |

upon the Chancellor if he does not desist from touch-

ing sacred things.
not ordered by the priesthood.

THE Bishop of Manchester, Dr. Fraser, is always
doing something characteristic. Preaching recently at
a harvest festival in Preston, Lacashire, he remarked
that he understood that a portion of the collection was
for the completing of the baptistry and the tiling of
the chancel floor. He asked the vicar if there was
pressing poverty in Preston,not to undertake that work
then. He spoke very severely of the strife for gain
and the heaping up of luxuries which prevails in the

What a pity that all the world is

land. Thebishop is an out-spoken, practical preacher,
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»ﬁooxs AND {¥EACAZINES,

The Canadan Methodist Magazine,
Torontos \W. Briggs
‘The members and adherents of the Mcthodist body
in Cancda necd not tamper with dangerously attrac-
tive hterature wiile they have at hand such a beauti-
fully illustrated and well conducted periodical as the
“Canadian Methodist Magazine,”

Vick's Hlustrated Monthly Magazine,
Rochiester, N.Y.t James Vick,

The October number of # Vick's Monthly Magazine”
has for frontispicce a gorgeous group of tulips. ‘The
main body of the number is replete with information
and instruction in horticultural matters, and not the
least noticeable among the articles is one on * Gar.
dening in the Family,” especially adapted for the
young people.

Rose-Belford's Canadian dMonihly.
Toronto: Rose-Belford Publishing Co.

Mr. G, AL Mackenzie opens the October number of
the “Canadian Monthly” with an article on “ The
Scene of ¢ Evangeline.' The story does not lose very
much by bLeing subjected to historical criticism.  In
romance there was only one Evangeline ; in real life
there were several, *“The Emigrant’s Farewell,” an
original poem, was, we suppose, admitted into the
columns of the “Canadian Monthly” meis on ihe
merits of the subject than on the merits of the piece.
1t is crude, commonplace and devoid of point. The
article on “The Canadian Pacific Railway?” is cvi-
dently written by a person acquainted with the sub.
ject not only in its more general aspect but in its
minute d=tails, and is on that account worthy of atten-
tion, The orthodoxy of Fide/is has boen most unmis-
takeably manifested on various occasions, and on that
account we all the more admire the eagerness with
which that writer endeavours to bring Eckennan and
Goethe within the pale. The remaining articles in
the present number of the * Monthly” are all interest.
ing and more or less instructive. :

Eyesight and How to Care for It.
Philadelphias Lindsay & Blakiston.

Ve have already taken favourable notice of several
of the “American Health Primers.” The one now
before us is the fourth of the series. The first was on
“Hearing and How to Keep it;"” the second on “Long
Life and How to Reach it;” and the third on “The
Summer and its Diseases” Connected with the
human physical system there is no subject that can
be of greater importance than the subject of the pre-
sent volume., The care that is taken of the eye forms
the substance of many a proverb both ancient and
modermn. We cannot say that the little book now be-
fore us exhausts the subject; it would take several
bulky volumes to do so; but we can say that it fully
carries out all that is indicated in its title -that it
conveys to the reader a truthful description of the
mechanism of the cyc, and that it gives him most
valuable directions as to the care of it. The axiom
has never been questioned that prevention is prefer-
able to cure; and on that ground we would like to
see, in all our Canadian homes, the *“Health Primers”
substituted for Dr, Chase's Receipt Book.

The Preacher and Homiletic Monthly.
New Yotk : The Rehigious Newspaper AAgency.

The ““Preacher” for October opens in this rough
fashion:

 Can you discover a man’s character more accurately by
his public, extraurdinary acts, than by lus ordinary, every-
day conduct and spirit? Which is the true Marlborough—
the general in the ficld winnin{;:l brilliant victories, or the
peculator in his chamber manipulating papers for defrauding
the public treasury 2 Which is the real man—Lord Bacon
on the bench, or Lord Bacon with open paltn behind his
back feeling for bribes?  Which s the truc woman—the lady
in the parlour courtcously receiving her guests, or the terma-
gant rendering home wiciched by every-day exactions and
scoldings.”

‘The extract given above 1s from a sermon entitled
“Litile Things Tests of Character,” by J. L. Burrows,
D.D., of Louiswville, Kentucky. His text 1s Luke xvi.
10: “ He that is faithful in that which is least is faith-
ful also in much ; and he that is unjust in the least is
unjust also in much.” The terse, inaisive style of our
first extract is pretty well kept up throughout, as for
example towards the end :

*The same principles govern the little as well as the
grest, It is the state of the heart toward God which 1s in-
volved. Your will has not been brought into subjection to
the will of God, You argue with Him. You set up your

*

judgment agalnst His  You presume to dechle what God
oupht to requite.  ‘This is not obedience, it is tebellion, It
is [ohllnE sell into God's thione. It Is saying to Je.
hovah, 1 know better than Thou what T oupht to do.  Such
a q'!ltll does not Indicate that you have been * transfoimed
by the renewing of the mind, that you may prove what isthat
‘:oo‘l and acceptable and perfect will of Codl” O my friend !
el us examine our own spieit and sce if it is in teuth in con.
formity to the will of God, after which we are striving—a
confornuty that reganls the little things that have the sance
tion of His authority, as of great fmportance in testing our
submission and heatt-obedience as the greatest we could
have.”

Immediately following the above we have a quota.
tion from Spusgeon; and, although it is an extract
within an extract, it is too good to leave out.

Much of the Leauty of holiness lies in little lhln?s.
Microscopic holiness s the perfectlun of excellence. 1fa
life will bear examination in every hour of it, it is pusc fn.
deed.  Those who are not carcful about their words and even
about their thoughts, will soon grow carcless about more
notable actions. "1Those who tolerate sin in what they think
to be little things, will soon indulge it In greater matters.
To live by the day, and to watch each step, is the true pile
gtimage method,” More lies in the careful notiog of cvery
single act than careless minds can well imagine.’”

As of all the manter that finds a place in the
“ Preacher” we can say of what appears in the present
number, that the discriminating reader will find it
interesting and instructive.

For the Prestylerian.)
AUTUMN TN CANADA.
Hail Autumn? wmantled in thy mellowed glory,
Queen of the year;

Thy Lenedictions come as earth grows hoary,
Aund change is near,

\Who robed thee in thy splendour and thy grace—
By whose command?
Hung ;io d and ctimson garlands on thy face—
Vhat skilful hand?

As ifan angel, come with silent wing
'Neath glittering sky,

11ad breathed new beauty on each wondrous thing
As he passed by.

Fhe great sun stoups to kiss thy crowned brow
With proud delight;

‘The chrystal moonbeams clasp cach leaf and Lough
In mystic light.

With all the glad year'’s opulence and gifts
‘I'by lap o'erflows;

From penury and care thy bounty hifts
The hand that sows,

And in thy dreamy haze we feel at rest,
Qur toi} is o'cr;

So let us, when our life-work's done, be blest
For evermore.

Almighty Power  ‘tis Thy benignity hath made
Al scasons goad 3

Seedtime and harvest I will Llcss, Ho said—
His word hath stood.

Out, 4th, 1879,

A BLESSED COMMUNION.

Dr. R L. Stanton, in a letter to the “Herald and
Presbyter” from Basle, Switzerland, where the World's
Evangelical Alliance kas recently adjourned, after a
session of eight days, says:

Qutside of the more formal work of the Conference
there were many entertaining things. DBasleis rich in
associations of thc Reformation. The old cathedral,
which contains the bones of Erasmus, reccived us,
with hundreds more, i the service of the Lord’s Sup-
per. It was an event in onc's life to be permitted to
go to the Lord's table with Christians from so many
churches and nations, speaking so many languages,
‘The fashion in the Zwinglian churches is to receive
the bread and wine standing, a procession, four
abreast, walking up, and, after receiving the elements,
two abreast turning to the right, and two to the left,
and resuming their seats, Thetime for this occupied
an hour and a half. The women went up first by
themsclves, and then the men, My companion hap-
pened to be a Nornvegian minister. An American
and a Norwegian thus brought together proved to be
a mutual gratification. We received the bread from
the hand of a Zwinglian minister, and the wine from
the hand of a Moravian. On that occasion Germans,
Swiss, Frenchmen, Italians, Spaniards, Portuguese,
Danes, Swedes, Norwegians, Austrians, Belgians,
Hollanders, Englishmen, Americans, and men from
Turkey, Egypt, Palestine—well, pretty much men of
all nations, many of whom could not understand a
word of any Janguage but their own, joined in the
Lord's Supper; but the Supper itself spoke the same
language to every heart, and all could understand it
alike, Such occasions are rare on earth!

C.C.A. F.

SUNDA Y SCHOOL NOTKES.

AGE may sometimes take a lesson {rom youth, A
little feilow asked his parents to take him to church
with thew,  They sald he must wait till he was older.
“\Well,? was his response, “you'd better take me
now ; for when 1 get olgger I may not want to go.”

Tur *Congregationalist” mentions as amdng the
standing rules in the manual of the church at Rutland,
Vt., that the superintendent of the Sabbath schuol and
his assistant shall be put down as one of the officers
of the church, the same as the treasurer or the dea.
cons. Certainly that Is a very proper rule—unlcss
the Sabbath school is to Le reganded as an institution
entirely separate from the church,

Dr, VINCENT, on the notion that church is for
grown people and ihie Sunday scheol for children says:
“1f a little five-ycars-old can atiend only one service,
let it be the preaching service. Even if he don't under-
stand the sermion, the whole service is an object lesson
to teach reverence and worship, It is a good thingi
for the cluld to sit with his parents and hear the min.
Ister IR up the standards of righteousness.”

ANviupy will do to teach an infant class—and so
the infant classes are taught almost anyhow, Itis
about tume this grave smstake was correcigd. None
but the best teachers should have charge of the little
ones. An English dean's view of the case is otirs pre-
cisely, that the man who thinks that though he could
not manage an elder class he could easily get along
with the infants, is like the medical student who mod-
cstly remarked that “he had not got far in his pro-
{cssion, but he conld cure children

MR. MooDY combats the favourite idea that, “if
you get the lambs, you will be surc to get the sheep.”
He says that his experience is just the reverse of this.
If he got the parents, he was sure to get the children,
and “if the father and mother were all the week pulle
ing right against the instruction you give the childten
ot the Sabbath, there isn’t much power to do them
good,” Granting this to be so, there still is truth in
the other view. Perhaps the better way of stating it
would be: Get the mother, and you will be sure to
get the lamb; get the lamb, and you will be pretty
likely to get the mother.

REV. DR. JouNy HALL emphasizes the importance of
having parents co-operate with the teachers of their
children. ‘That they should look to it that the lessons
are learned at home, and that the children are punc-
tual and well-behaved, he properly regards as one of
their duties in the case, He would also have parents
cordially invite teachers to their homes and indentify
themselves with the interests of the Sunday school in
every way possible.  The converse of all this, any one
can see, might work most unfortunately, for if the
children once become convinced that their parents
care little for their Sunday instruction, it will not take
long for them to be equally indifferent to it.

REv. DR, OrMiIsTON adds lus strong voice upon
the necessity of furnishing the infant clagses with
the very best of teachers.  Primary-school teaching,”
he says, as a great many others are as ready to say,
“1s far more difficult than the work of college profes.
sors, [ know this by experience. \When a boy, 1
amused mysclf, as 1s common in Scotland, 1n hunting
birds’nests. In order to feed the callow young birds
it was necessary to chirp to them like the old bird to
get them to open their mouths to receive the food. I
found that chirping right was very difficult. So you
infant-class teachers wili find it difficult to ‘chirp
right.'” He adds that God gives the little ones to
mothers to train, and notto infant-class teachers, from
which we are to infer that ho would have none but
mothers, or at least none but motherly individuals,
take charge of these classes.

As to teaching children to cultivate the spirit of giv-
ing, Mr. Ralph Wells urges it at every opportunity,
%#\We must teach them,” he says, “not always to ask
mother or father for what they give, but to giye what
cost themselves something. ¢ Would I take pennies
saved from lunch-money from poor children?’ Cer-
tainly. Does any one suppose that Christ, who noted
the widow’s two mites, will not return manifold what
they give?” He does like to encourage such dona-
tions, however, as came front a liuleﬁmy once who
brought cggs for the contribution-box ; the objection
being not against the eggs, but against the ragged

youngster’s theory of giving out of his own earnings,
\When asked how he came by the offering, he confessed

to having tiedup a neiﬁﬁour’s hen t5 his bed-post,—
“and,” said he, triumphantly, *them eggs is mune, for
sbe laid 'em in my straw.bed.”

e e B bR LR




Scientific and Maeinl,

HICKORY-NUT CAKE.—TWwo cups sugar,
one of milk, two-thirds cup butter, three of
flour, three eggs, two teaspoons baking-
powder, a cup nut-kernels cut fine,

SueT PupDING.—Four cups flour, one cup
chopped raisins, one cup milk, one cup chop-
ped beef suet, one cup molasses, one tea-
spoonful soda ; steam three hours. Eat with
sauce.

MARBLE CAKE—White cake—Half cup of
butter, one and a half cups of white sugar,
two and a half cups flour, quarter of a cup of
sweet milk, quarter of a teaspoonful of soda
and whites of four eggs. Flavour with lemon.

A DEeLICIOUS Sour.—Make a stock of
chicken soup. When strained, and just
before it is served, add a beaten egg and a
half pint of cream to a quart of the soup.
Let it boil one minute, and pour into the
tureen, This will be found most delicate in
flavour. !

THE POPULATION OF THE EARTH,—The
fifth publication of Behm and Wagner’s well
known “Population of the Earth,”” makes the
number of the earth’shumaninhabitants for the

.current year 1,439,145,300, an increase of fif-
teenmillionsover the estimate of last year. The
increase is attributed partly to natural growth,
partly to exacter knowledge due to recent
censuses. The distribution of the popula-
tion among the grand geographical divisions
is as follows : Europe, 312,398,480 ; Asia,
831,000,000 ; Africa, 205,219,500; Austra-
lia and Polynesia 4,411,300 ; America, 86,-
116,000.

BREAD PANCAKES.—Soak the bread—
about a quart—in as little sweet milk as will
thoroughly moisten it ; then mash the bread
until it is a smooth paste ; then add a teacup-

ful of séur milk, half a teaspoonful of soda

perfectly dissolved in tepid water, and stir in
carefully sufficient flour to make a batter just
stiff enough to make the cakes light without
being thick and hard. (In other words,
make them just as thin as they can be baked
without sticking or tearing). Try a cake or
two on the hot buttered griddle, if you have
any doubt about it. Eggs are not necessary to
make light, wholesome pancakes of this kind,
but if plenty, or not too expensive they add
greatly to their delicacy. Two, three, or
four eggs, as you can spare them.

Tue Foop TO MAKE FLESH.—Sugar,
syrup, fresh cheese, wheaten grits, hominy,
and juicy meats. Almost any woman will
get plump on brown bread and wheaten grits
or oatmeal twice a day, with meat and vege-
tables in plenty at breakfast and dinner, and
a supper of brown biscuit, with sweetmeats,
cheese and cream, or coffee drank with plenty
of sugar and milk. It is not necessary to eat
largely if the appetite does not call for it, but
the food must be tempting, and if hunger is
keen, one who would be plump and spirited
must not be afraid toindulge it. Unrelishing,
distasteful food, though it may be considered
healthy, will not nourish and stimulate like
what is piquant and savory, and changed in
variety day by day.—Cor. Zvledo Blade.

Usk oF LiME.—Prof. Caldwell reasons in
this way in the New York **Tribune” :
¢t Hence, the first and one of 'the most im-

ortant rules to be observed in the use of
ime is that it should be applied in these
large doses only to soils comparatively rich
in humus, or strong clay soils rich in finely
divided silicates, It has been proved by ex-
periment that lime will convert plant-food
from insoluble to soluble forms in either case.
We find the proverb current in France and
Germany, as well as in our own language,
that ¢ lime without manure makes the father
rich, but the children poor ;? which means,
plainly enough, that not only should we start
with good soil in using lime, but should
maintain its good condition by the liberal use
of manure. And we find that whenever, in
this country or elsewhere, lime is used intel-
ligently manure is used freely.”

POISONING BY PEACH STONES.—A fatal
case of poisoning by peach stones, which is
noted in the French papers as having re-
cently occurred in Paris, .should serve as a
warning to families in which children are al-
lowed ta look after themselves for hours at a
time. Probably very few adults themselves
know how poisonous peach stones are. The
victim of the recent accident in Paris secreted
the stones of 2 number of peaches, and, ob-
taining » hammer, when left alone broke
them open industriously and ate them ; the
result being that he was fatally ponsoned by
hydrocyanic (prussic) acid. ‘Writers on to_xi-
cology state that one ounce of kernels contains
about one grain of pure prussic acid, and
this quamity, it is well known, is sufficient to
kill any adult person. Even two-thirds of a
grain has very often proved fatal, and indeed
may well be regarded as a fatal dose for any
child.—Selected.

MANUAL OF THE -
Reformed Church in Ameriea,

BY THE
REV. EDWARD CORWIN, D.D.,

_Containing : A General History of the Reformed
Church ; A History of the Literary and Theologic al
Institutes; A History of the Benevolent Boards of
the Church; The Ministry, embracing the names of
all who ever officiated in the Reformed Church dur-
ing the first two hundred and fifty years. Also
eighteen Steel Plate Engravings of many of the
ministers of the Reformed Church, including the
late Rev. David Inglis, D.D., formerly of Knox
College, Toronto. One vol., cloth, $3. Sent post
free on receipt of price.

JAMES BAIN & SON, BOOKSELLERS, &c.,
TORONTO.

NOW PUBLISHED,
CONSTITUTION and PROCEDURE

OF THE

Presbyterian Church
CANADA.

Published under the Authority of the
General Assembly.

- This is the first ‘* Book of Forms and Procedure”
that has been compiled since the Uniou, and is the
only authorized

BOOK OF REFERENCE

FOR THE
USE OF MINISTERS AND ELDERS
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada.

Price, Paper Covers, - -  35cents.
“«  Clothy - = = = 50 “
“  French Morocco, .75 ¢
HART & RAWLINSON,
PUBLISHERS,
5 KING ST. WEST,
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“ From Egypt to Palestine through Sinai and
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maps and illustrations

¢ Last Scenes in the Life of our Lord,” by Rev.
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¢ Recollections of Alexander Duff, D.D.,” by
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¢ Memorials of the late Hugh Mair, D.D. (Ser-
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&4 pp. Price 10 Cents.
DOCTRINES OF THE

PLYMOUTH BRETHREN,

By Rev. Professor Croskery, M.A., Magee College,
Londonderry.

A comprehensive and very. complete exposition in
short space of the Errors of Plymouthism.

Mailed to any address, postage prepaid, on receipt
of price.

Wherever Plymouthism is trying to get a foot-hold
within the bounds of Pgesbélenan _congregations,
p%ll‘ties would do well to circulate copies of this pam-
phlet.

In quaatities, $8 per 100-
C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
Ferdax Styeet, Toronio. Publisker.
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RELIANCE MUTUALLIFE

Assurance Society of London, England.
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CHURCH FURNITURE MADE TO ORDER
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Cook’s Friend Baking Powder.
PURE, HEALTHY, RELIABLE.
Manufactured only by
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ONTARIO STEAM DYE
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for finishing Silks, Ribbons, Dress Goods &e,

Silks and Ribbons a Specialty.
GAS FIXTURES.
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Gas Fittings, Brass Railings,
and Metal Ornaments.

D. S. KEITH & CO,,
109 KING ST. WEST, TORONTO.

D. S. KEITH.

HARDWARE,
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Aikenhead & Crombie's.

ESTABLISHED 1830.

J. B. FITZSIMONS.

JAMES AIKENHEAD. A. T. CROMBIE.

THE OLD CORNER; KING & YONGE STS:

RANITE MONUMENTS

and Headstones, Red or Grey,unequalled for

beauty and durability. Elegant Monuments always
on hand. .

We do not employ Agents, therefore purchasers
will save their commission by ordering direct from

Fred. B, Gullett, Sculptor,

office and works corner of Church and Lombard Sts.
Toronto.

TORONTO SAFE WORKS.
SECOND-HAND

BANK SAFES

SEVERAL FOR SALE VERY CHEAP.

Various sizes. Suitable for local bankers and dry-
goods merchants for silks and laces. To be seen at
the Factory, 117 and 119 Front St East, Toronto.

J. & J. TAYLOR.
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Coal Shippers,
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TORONTO, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1879,

It affords us unmixed pleasure to be able
to announce that the Rev. Wm. Inglis, for
many years one of the leading writers on the
“@lobe ” newspaper, has accepted the editor-
ship of the CANADA PRESBYTERIAN, and will
assume the duties pertaining to the position
on the 1st proximo.

HOME MISSION FUND—A SERIOUS
CRISIS.

N recent issues we pointed out the import-
ance of congregations forwarding their
Home Mission contributions to the Treasurer
of the fund prior to the meeting of the Com-
. mittee in Toronto last week. We deeply re-
gret to learn that very few responded, and
that when the Committee met they were so
embarrassed for want of money that no course
was open but to discontinue all grants, from
‘the 1st October, to the supplemented congre-
gations and mission stations of the Church.
The actual facts of the case are, we believe,

" as follows: The debt on 1st May last was
$9,500. The liabilities of the Committee for
services rendered during the half year ending
30th September, were $18,500, making a
total of $28,000. The salaries of the mission-
aries in Manitoba and British Columbia being

" fixed by the General Assembly, and their en-
gagement being for a term of years, the Com-
mittee are responsible for these for the ensuing
gix months. These salaries together with
printing and other necessary expenses to the
1st of May next will amount to $9,000, mak-

~ ing a total expenditure for which the Com-
mittee are liable to the close of the ecclesias-
tical year of $37,000. The total receipts of
last year were under $30,000. Presuming
that the income of the current year will ex-
ceed that of last by 37,000 the Committee
have already expended or are responsible for
the full amount likely to be obtained up to

~ the first of May next. With these facts be-
fore them, and with instructions from last As-

~ sembly to equalize the revenue and expendi-
ture of the year, the Committee had no alterna-

tive but to decline makfng grants for the
ensuing six months. All the applications from
Presbyteries for aid to supplemented congre-

gations and mission stations were therefore_

laid on the table, and after instructing the
Treasurer to pay the claims of last half year
as soon as funds were forthcoming, the Com-
mittee adjourned for six months, authorizing
the Convener to call a meeting earlier, should
the state of the fund warrant him in so doing.

The gravity of the crisis can scarcely be
over-estimated. All mission work in Ontario
and Quebec must at once be suspended, and
many of the ministers of supplemented charges
compelled to resign, unless Presbyteries are
prepared themselves to assume the responsi-
bility of making good the grants necessary to
maintain the work. To increase the contribu-
tions to the Home Mission Fund at the expense
of any of the other schemes cannot for a mo-
ment be thought of. Indeed all the other
schemes themselves need increased revenues
so that the remedy is not to be sought in this
direction.

The “ deadlock ” is attributed to two causes,
first to the rapid growth of the work in re-
cent years—for which there is abundant room
for gratitude—and second to the lack of liber-
ality on the part of many of our congregations
and people—for which there is sufficient cause
for humiliation.
 Last year no less than 110 congregations
and 100 mission stations in the western section
of the Church failed to contribute anything
to the Home Mission Fund, while the amounts
sent by many others were disgracefully small
in proportion to their membership and wealth.
The remedy lies largely in the hands of min-
isters and Sessions. There must be increased
liberality all along the line, not simply on the
part of a few of the richer members of churches
but on the part of all. The amount required
per member to wipe off old debts and to en-
able the Committee to carry on the work as
usual, including the grants asked for the cur-
rent six months, is only 58 cents. We do not
believe that there are half a dozen congrega-
tions in the Church unable to reach thisaver-
age contribution per member; we do not be-
lieve that there are half a dozen congregations
but will reach this average if ministers and
Sessions do their duty. The Assembly in-
structed the Moderator to issue an appeal
anent Home Missions and enjoined every min-
ister to read it to his congregations on some
Lord’s day prior to the end of September.

We have heard of ministers who in utter dis-
.regard of the Assembly’s injunctions failed to

read the appeal to their congregations at all,
and of others who read it, not on a Sabbath,

but on a week evening, when scarcely a tithe |

of their people were present. This is simply
intolerable and calls for severe censure. We
know of members of some of these churches
who are pained and grieved at the action of
their minister in this matter and at this we
are not surprised. We have heard the excuse
given by one minister “ my congregation has
a Missionary Society to which all my people
regularly contribute and from the funds of
which contributions are sent to all the schemes
so that there was no need of my reading the
appeal.” This excuse is the veriest trifling.

The Assembly enjoined every minister to read
the appeal and every loyal minister will obey
the injunction of Assembly. Yes, and many
a loyal member of the Church will think less
of his minister if he fail to do so.

Moreover, our people want information as
to the Church’s work and wants, and many of
them will cheerfully add to what they contri-
bute through their own congregation’s Mis-
sionary Society when they know that funds
are so much needed to carry on the Lord’s
work. The reading of this appeal, coming as
it did by authority of the Assembly, has to
our knowledge led to special contributions
for the Home Mission Fund in a congregation
having one of the best organized Missionary
Societies in the whole Church, and a similar
result it might have had in the congregation
of the minister above referred to, had he read
it to his people and explained the circum-
stances in connection therewith.

We earnestly trust that all our ministers
and Sessions and people will at once wake up
to the serious nature of the crisis now reached
and take such action as -will without de-
lay place sufficient funds in the hands of Dr.
Reid to warrant the Convener calling together
the Home Mission Committee early in No-
vember to make appropriations for the ensu-
ing half year. Otherwise we fear the result
will be most disastrous to our Home Mission
Scheme and to the future of our Presbyterian
Church.

PROVINCIAL SABBATH SCHGOL CON-
VENTION.

HZE Provincial Convention of those inter-
ested in Sabbath School work held its
annual meeting in this city during last week.
The fact that these were convened in several
churches of various denominations shews
the unsectarian nature of this gathering. In
presence of the Sabbath School, Christians for-
get their differences. There were upwards of
six hundred delegates, and these were supple-
mented by a number of Sabbath School work-
ers from the United States. All the meetings
were well attended by the commissioners and
by interested spectators. The exercises, from
the beginning to the close, were lively and in-
structive. The interest, during the sessions of
three successive days, never flagged; and it was
observed that the finishing meeting was, if
possible, more largely attended, and more
enthusiastic, than any of its predecessors.
The chief portion of the time was occupied
with & great variety of topics which were
more or less closely related to Sabbath School
work. Representative men read or delivered
carefully prepared addresses upon themes
which had been previously allotted to them.
Such subjects as the Infant School, Normal
Classes, the duty of teachers, blackboard exer-
cises, the relation of instruction to conver-
sion, the teacher before the class, the Bible
Class, teachers’ meetings, music and hymns,
were discussed with much zest and animation.
The very mention of these few out of the
many matters which received the most care-
ful attention, shows how the Sabbath School
work has developed during the past ten or
fifteen years. Had such a Convention been
possible some twenty years ago, its attention



would have been confined to the Bible and the
Shorter Catechism. The many topies which
arise in this day would have been considered
foreign to its objects. Were those who first
organized Sabbath Schools to rise from their
graves, how astonished would they be at the
multifarious agencies that are now at work!
It would of course have been a question with
them whether genuine improvement has been
made upon the old plans and ideas which
marked the commencement of the Sabbath
School work.

On the one hand, we cannot but acknow-
ledge that a wonderful progress has been
made. At first the Sabbath School was re-
garded as an expedient to meet the wants of
the young who were unfortunately outside the
pale of the Christian Church. Such an em-
phasis was placed on Family Instruction that
the Sabbath School of to-day would have been
considered an interference with parental duty.
The work was commenced and for many years
carried on in the interests of those who were
receiving no form of Biblical instruction. But
now the MissionSchoolis growing less common,
or it is regarded as the proper nucleus for a
new church and congregation, and the work of
Sabbath Schools is viewed as a necessary
branch of every church organization. It is
the children of Christian parents who are for
the most part taught in them. So marked is
this the case that few congregations are con-
tented with their place of worship as suitable
for the Sabbath School. They are every-
where erecting beautiful and commodious
buildings for this work, which are furnished
with a variety of rooms appropriate to the
various classes from that of the Infants to the
Bible Class. In these we find pictures, maps,
blackboards, with one organ in the main room,
and perhaps another in the Infant Class room.
The exercises are without doubt interesting,
as they command the enthusiastic attention of
the scholars, and the application of the teach-
ers is a subject which calls for the warmest
admiration.

But on the other hand, the question arises,
is the Sabbath School answering its proper
purpose ? Some hold that its grand object is
the conversion of the children. It is to bring
them to Christ. It isto make them Christians.
No one will hardly dispute this. But is this
end to be gained simply by interesting and
animated scrvices? Will good singing ac-
complish this? Will personal dealing with
children lead to this result? Will a lively
time, as it called, bring about the desired re-
sults? Will a sort of diluted preaching that
relies upon sentimental stories do this 2 Now,
while we do not say that this characterizes all
the schools of the day, or even a majority of
them, we fear that this is' the case with too
many. In the United States especially, it is
common to occupy the session of the school
with singing hymns and telling stories. The
Shorter Catechism is ignored, and instead of
searching the Scriptures, the leaves of the
International Lessons are carelessly perused,
and there is anend of the matter. They have
had a live time, but have they had anything
more than this?

It gives us sincere pleasure to observe that
the speakers at the present Convention more

or less emphasised the use of the Catechism
and a careful study of the Bible. Without
this we cannot conceive that the Sabbath
School will accomplish any great purpose.
The Shorter Catechism as a compend of reli-
gious knowledge is an invaluable instrument
in the training of the youthful mind. Its
logical structure is such that it gives stamina
to the intellect. No one can learn it without
becoming a good logician and having & mas-
tery of argument. It is like a chain complete
in every link, and by its use the Scriptures
assume an orderly shape in the mind of the
pupil. While we allow that many things are
in it which a child, nay a profound intellect,
cannot grasp, yet when it is thoroughly learned
in youth it becomes an invaluable possession
in after years. Now, we protest against the
growing tendency to let the Catechism alone,
or relegate it to a few moments of the time
devoted to instruction. We trust that strenu-
ous efforts will be made to have it thoroughly
taught in the schools. Especially is this
needed in this country where it is banished
from the public schools. Indeed, something
more is required, for parents should make it a
daily recitation in their families.

Then, the very excellency of the system of
International Lessons points to a danger with
regard to the Word of God itself. Isolated
passages are being brought before the atten-
tion of the scholars, without any attempt being
made to master the Old and New Testament
history, to follow the books of the Bible in
detail, to grasp the reasoning of a Paul. Our
fear is that too hurried an attempt is being
made to get over the Bible in a certain limited
period. In saying this we have not a word
against the present International plan, for we
think it has answered many valuable pur-
poses. It has given unity to the Sabbath
School work throughout the world. It is an
interesting thought that the same lesson is be-
ing taught in China, India and Japan, and in
America and Great Britain, on one and the
same day, if not at the precise moment. The
International Series has given rise to a noble
and enterprising literature which is doing
much to stem the tides of infidelity and scep-
ticism. Still we are not having the Bible
mastered, and we look for some development,
after the present plan has been completed,
that will lead to & more thorough and com-
prehensive study of the Scriptures them-
selves. "

It is a growing belief in which we share
that the Sabbath School is gradually reaching
a higher ideal. The time is not far distant
when it will assume the form of a congrega-
tion, from its children to its oldest members,
studying the Scriptures together. For the
question presses, why should this mode of in-
struction be confined to children and young
persons ? Were a certain portion of the Sab-
bath devoted to a meeting of all the people for
the thorough study of the Bible, it would lead
to many valuable results. It would consoli-
date the congregation. It would make the
young and old sympathise with one another.
It would lead to conversion on a large scale,
and to spirituality amongst the members.
The people, having their attention turned to
the Bible, would have little time to spend in

gossip and quarrelling, and they would make
a demand for the highest order of preaching.
What a stimulus to a minister, if he went to
the pulpit with the feeling that his congrega-
tion was composed of earnest and praying
Bible students.

We congratulate this Convention upon the
success of its present sessions, and we pray
that much good may flow from it to all the
schools throughout the land.

PRESBYTERY OF BARRIE.—At the meeting of this
Presbytery on 3oth September and 1st October,
among other transactions were the following: A call
from Burns’ and Dunn’s churches to Mr. S. Acheson,
of First Essa congregation, was sustained. These
three congregations were united at former meeting of
Presbytery, and this call unites them under one pas-
torate. Mr. Acheson accepted the call, and the Pres-
bytery agreed to meet at Burns’ church, on Wednes-
day, 15th instant, at two p.m., for his induction, and
appointed Mr. McKee to preside and address the
minister, Mr. Cochrane to preach, and Mr. Burnett to
address the congregation. A call from the congrega-
tion of Mulmur and Tossorontio to Mr. Wm. Ander-
son was also sustained. It was signed by eighty-five
members and sixty-two adherents, and promised
stipend of $600 with manse. Arrangements were
made for his settlement should Mr, Anderson accept
the call. The Presbytery granted the petition of a
number of the members of Central Church, Craigvale
and Lefroy, to be organized into a separate congrega-
tion in Innisfil, and appointed Mr. J. Gray to meet
with them on Tuesday, Oct. 14th, at half-past one
o’clock, at Church Hill, for the purpose of completing
their organization. The supply of ordinances for the
newly formed congregation was entrusted to the
Presbytery’s Home Mission Committee, and the con-
gregation was directed to report at next meeting where
they purpose to worship. The matter of separating
Honeywood congregation from the other portion of
the charge .of Mr. Millard for the purpose of being
united to Horning’s Mills in the Presbytery of To-
ronto, has for some months engaged the attention of
Presbytery. It was at length agreed at the meet-
ing now reported to take these steps: To seek the
sanction of the Synod of Toronto and Kingston for
the transfer of the congregation, and to request the
Presbytery of Toronto to secure payment of arrears
ot stipend due by congregation of Honeywood. A
Presbyterial visitation of the congregations of First
and Second Tecumseth and Adjala was appointed to -
be held within First Tecumseth Church, on Tuesday,
14th inst.,, at eleven am. The village of Duntroon
was sanctioned as a site for a church proposed to be
built by a portion of the congregation of West Notta-
wasaga. The Home Mission busihess, although care-
fully prepared for Presbytery, took up the greater
part of the sederunt on Wednesday between nine
a.m. and two p.m. Reports were received from the
deputations to supplemented congregations and aid
receiving stations, appointed in compliance with the
tenth resolution of the Assembly on the report of the
Home Mission Committee. Claims for labour in the
mission field for the last six months were agreed on,
also the grants to be applied for for the next year. A
number of rules for the guidance of missionaries and
mission stations drawn up by the Home Mission
Committee were sanctioned. It was agreed to call
the Rev. Hugh Thompson, now residing in Paris, to
labour in the Maganetawan district, and to employ
Mr. W, Clark, East River, Muskoka, as catechist for
six months on probation. Mr. McKay of Parry
Sound was appointed to visit McKellar, King, Dun-
church and Manitowan during winter, inquiring into
their condition and readiness to receive supply next
year. Mr. Rodgers was requested to visit Byng Inlet
before the close of the season to inquire how the in-
terests of the Church may be prosecuted there. The
supply of the pulpit of Bond Head was handed over
to the Home Mission Committee. Congregations
were assessed at eight cents per member for Presby-
tery and Synod expenses, besides five cents for the
General Assembly. Fourteen students from Mon-
treal, Kingston and Toronto labouring in the bounds
during summer were certified to their respective col-
leges.—ROBERT MOODIE, Pres. Clerk.
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&HoI6E JEITERATURE,

A KNIGHT OF THE XIX. CFNTURY.

BY REV. 2. 2 ROM. AUTHOR OF ' PROM 1UST TO BARNRST.”

CHAFTRR L= Continucd.

The mament Haldane finished reading the note, he left
the roow, and s mother heard him at the hat-rack in the
hall, prepanng to go out.  She, supposing that he was again
about to seck some of his evil haunts, remonstrated sharply,
but, without paying the slightest attention to her words, he
departed, and within less than half an hour rang the Lell at
the parsonage,

Dr, Marks could scarcely believe his eyes as the young
man was shown into lus study, but he welcomed him ¢
::l(lmh:\llyas though nothung unpfcmnl had occuried between

em.

After a moment of hesitation and embarrassment Haldane
began,

** When I read your note this evening I had not the slight.
est doubt that I was the one to apologise, and 1 sincerely ask
your pardon.*

. The old gentleman’s eyes grew moist, and he blew his nose
in a rather unusual manner. But he said prompily,

* Thank you, my young friend, thank you. 1 appreciate
this. Iut no mutter about me. Hoaw about my Master ?
Won't you become reconciled to Him 2"

. !’ suppose by that you mean—\Won't you be a Christ-

fan?

**That 15 just what I mean, and most desire. I should be
willing to nsk broken bones any day to accomplish that.”

Haldane simled, shook his head, and after 2 moment said,

**1 must confess I have not the slightest wish to beconie a
Christian,”’

The old gentleman’s eager and interested expression
changed iestantly to one of the deepest sorrow and commis-
eration. Al the same time he appeared bewildered and per-
plexed, but murmured, more in soliloquy than as an address
to the young man,

**Q Ephram ! how shall I give thee up ?*

Haldane was touched by the vencrable man’s tone and
manzer, more than he would have thought possible, and feel-
ing that he could not trust humself any longer, determined to
make his escape as socn as possible. ~ But as he rose to take
hus lcave he said, a httle impulsively,

**1 feel sure, sir, that if you had spoken and looked yes-
terday as you do this cvening, 1 would not have—1 could
pot have—"

** 1 uaderstand, my youag friend ; I now feel sure that |
Wwas more to blame than yoursclf, and your part is already
forgx'v:'cn and forgotten. I am now only solicitous about
you.

“ You are very kind to feel so after what has happened,
and 1 will say this much—if I ever do wish to become a
Chnstian theie 1s no one hving to whom 1 will come for
~ounscl more quickly than yourself, (ood night, sir.”

¢ Give me your hanc before you go.”

Itwas a slron‘i;, warm, lingering grasp that the old man
gave, and in the dark days of temptation 2nd sin that follow-
d, Haldanc often felt that it had a helping and sustaining
influence.

**1 wish I could hold on 10 you,” said the doctor huskily ;
“1 wish 1 could lead you by loving force inta the paths of
pleasantness and peace. DBut what 1 cant do, God can.
Good-bye, and God bless you."”

Haldane fled 1ather preapitately. for he felt that he was
becoming constrained by a loving violence that was as mys-
terious as 1t was powerful.  Before hie had passed through the

maun street of the town, however, a reckless companion
placed an arm 1 his, and led him 10 onc of their haunts,
where he drank deeper than usual, that he might get 1id of
the compuncuions which the recent iaterview had occasioned.

s mother war almost in despair when he retumed.  le
had, indeed, become to her aternble and perplexing prohlem.
As she considered the legiimate resvits of her own weak in-
dulgence, she would sigh again and again:

* Never was there a darker and more mysterious provi-
dence. 1 feet that I can aesther understard it nos submit.”

A sense of helplessacss in dealing with «hts stubborn and
perverse will overwhelmed her, and while fecling that some-
thing must be done, she was at a loss what todo. ler
spintual adviser having faled to meet the case, she next
summoned her legal counsellor, who managed her propesty.
a Iic was a man of few words, and an adept in worldly wis

om.

*Your soa should have employment,” he said.

“ ‘§:u.m finds sume mischief sull
For idle hands to do,’

is a good bLusincss maxim, if not first-class poetry. 1f Mz,
Armot, the hushand of your old fricnd, 1s willing 10 take him,
you cannos do better than place your son in his charge, for
he is one of the most methodical and succrssful business men
of my acguarntance.”

Mrs. Armot, 1n response to her fnend's letter, induced her
husband 1o make a position n his counting-house for young
Haldane, who, from a natural desite 1o «ec more of the
wortld, catezed 1nto the armangement very wathingly.

CIPAPTER 11.—CIAINED TO AN ICERERG,

Hillat »a, the suburban c¢ity in which the Armots sesided,
was ao° very distant from New Yorh, and diew much of its

rosperity from its relations with the metropolis. It prided
1tself much on teing a university town, but more because
many old familics of extremcly bluc Llood and larpe wealth
gave tonc and onlour to its society. It is true that this hugh-
cst sncial cirele was very exclusive, and formed but a small
fracton of the populatien ; tut the people in general had
come to speak of **our socety ™ as being, ** unusually good,”
just as they commended to strangers the architectate of
. x<;:u college Uuildings,™ though they had litile to do with
cither.,

M. Amot's blood, however, was as bloc as that of the

most ancient and aristocratic of her neighbours, while in
Jhasacter and cultute she had few equals,  But with the ma-
jority of those most cerulean in thelr vital fluid, the fact that
she possessed lamze wealth in her own name, and was the
wife of 2 man engaged in a colossal business, weighed more
than all her graces and ancestral honours,

Young Haldane's employer, Mr. Arnot, was indeed aman
of Lustness and methud, fur the one absorbed his very soul,
and the uther divided his life into cub_s and right angles of
manner and habit. It could scare ly Le said that he had
scttlad duwn into ruts, for thus woula presuppose the passive.
ness of a nature controlled largely by circumstances,  People
who travel in mts more often drop into those made by others
than such as are worn by themselves. Mr. Amot moved
rather in his own well-defined grooves, which he had delib.
erately furrowed out with his own steely will.  In these he
went through the day with the same suonf. relentless pres
asion which charactensed the machinery in his several manue.
factuning establishments,

e, tov, was a man who had always had his own way,
and, as 15 usually trae n sach instances, the furces of lus hife
had becume wholly centripetal.

The wsmus of liu: sellish man or wuman ss practically this

Myself the centre of the universe, and all things else arc
near us remote, of value or otherwise, in accurdance with
their value and interest to me.

Measuring by this scale of distances (which was the only
correct une in the case of M. Amot), the wife of his bosom
was quite 3 remote olject.  She furmed no part of his busi-
ness, and he, in his bhard, narrow wotldliness, could not
even understand the principles and motives of ber action.
She was a true and dutiful wife, and presided over his house.
hold with elegance and refinement ; but he regarded all this
as a matter of course.  1e could not conceive of anything
clsoin his wife.  All Ins “ subordinates ™ in their several
spheres **must ™ petform thets duties with becoming propri
cty. Everything ““must” be regular and systematic in his
huuse, as truly as in s factorics and counting-room.

Mis. Aznot esdeavoured to conform to his peculiarities in
this respect, and kept open the dumestic grooves in which it
was necessary 1o his peace that he should move regularly
and methadically.  He had his meals at the hout he chose,
tv thu mumernt, and when he retired to his library —or, rather,
the business Jffice at hus house - not the throne zoom of King
Ahasuerts was mure sacred from intrusion ; and seldom to
his wife, even, was the sceptre of favour and welcome held
vat, should she venture to enter.

For a tung tume she had tried to be an affectionate as well
as a fathful wife, for she had married this man from love.
She had mistaken his cool self-poisc €.r the calmness and
steadiness of strength ; and women are captivated by strength
and somectimes by its semblance. He was strong ; but so
also are the driving wheels of an engine.

‘There is an undefined, half-rccognised foree in nature
which leads many to seck to balance themselves by marry-
ing their opposites 1n temperament.  While the general
working of this tendency is, no doubt, beneficent, it not un.
frequently brings together those who are so radically different
that they cannot supplement cach other, but must ever re-
man two distinct, unblended lives, that are in duty bound to
obey the letter of the law of marriage, but who cannot fultil
its spint.

For years Mrs. Arnot had sought with all a woman’s tact
to consummate their marriage so that the mystizal words
of God, ** And they twain shall be one flesh,” should describe
thesr union ; but as ume passed she had seen her task grow
more and more hopeless.  The controlling principles of cach
life were uttesly Jiﬂ'crcnt. He was hardening into stone,
while the dross and materiality of her nature were being
daily refined away. A strong but wholly sclfish character
cannot blend by giving and taking, and thus becomning modi-
fied intu something Jdifferent and better. It can only absoib,
and thus drag down to its own condition. DBefore there can
be unity, the weaker one must give up and yield personal
will and independence to such a degree t” at it is almost
equivalent to being devoured and assimilated.

But Mz. Amot seemed to grow too narrow and self-suffi-
cient in hius natuse for such spiritual cannibalism, even had
his wifc been a weak, ncutral character, with no decided and
persistent :ndividuality of her own.  He was not slow in ex-
acting outward and mechanical service, but he had no time
to **bother" with her thoughts, feelings, and opinions ;
nor did he think it worth while, 10 any extent, to lead her
to reflect only his feelings and opinions. Neither: she nor
anyone else was very cssential to him. 1lis busincss was
necessary, and he valued it even more than the wealth which
resulted friomat.  1le grew somewhat hke tus muchnery,
which nceded attention, but which cherished no sentiments
towards. those who wauted on 1t during its hours of motion.

Thus, though not deliberately intending 1t, his manner to-
wards his wife had come to be more and more the cquivalent
of a steady black frost, and she at last feared that the man
had congealed o1 petrifiett 1o his very heant's coze.

While the only love in Mr. Amot’s heant was sclf-love,
cven in this there exisied no trace of weak sndulgence and
teadermess.  His hife wonsisted tn makang his vast and com-
plicated business go forward steadily, systematically, and suc-
cossfully ; and hic would nut permit that entity known as
Thomas Amot to thwart him any more than he could brook
oppositich er ncglect in his office boy. All things, cven
himsclf, must bead to the furtherance of his cherished ob-
ects.

! But, whatever elsc was lacking, Mr. Amot had a profound
respoet for lus wife,  Farst and chiefly, she was wealthy,
and he, hanng contiol of her pruperty, made it subservient
to his business. He had chafed at first against what he
tenned her **sentimental ways of doing good,” and her
“ ndiculuas theones ;™ but in these matters he had ever
found het as gentle as a woman, but as unyiclding as granite.
She told him plainly that hes reliions hife and its expression
were matters between herself and God—that it was a pro-
wince 1ato which lus cast-iron system and matenal philosophy
could not eater.  He grumbled at her large chanues, and
declared that she **tumed their dwelling into 2 club-house
for young wmen 3" bat she followed her own coascience with

for interference. The money she gave away was her own,
and, fortunately, the house to which it was her delight to
draw young men from questionable and disreputable places
of resort had been left to her by her father.  ‘Though she did
not continually remind her husband of these facts, as an un.
detbred woman might have done, her mnanner was so assured
and unhesitating that he was compelled to recognisé her
rights, and to sec that she was fully aware of l%cm also.
Since she yielded so gracefully and considerately all, and
mure than he could justly claun, he finally cuncluded to 1g-
nore what he regarded as her ¢ peculiarities.”  As for him-
self, hie had no peculiarities, He was a ' practical, sensible
man, with no nonsense about him,"

Mis. Haldane had been in such sore straits and perplexity
about her son, that she oversame hier habitual reserve upon
family and peisonal matters, and wrote to her friend a long
and confidential letter, in which she fully described the
** mysterious providence,” which was clouding her life.

Mrs. Amot had long been aware of her fnend's infirmity,
and more than once had sought with delicacy and yet with
faithfulness to open her cyes to the consequences of her in-
dulgence. But }\Im. Haldane, unfortunately, was incapable
of taking a broad, and therefure correct, vicw of anything.
She was guverned fat more by her prejudices and feelings
than by reason ur expenence, and the emotion or prejudice
uppennost absorbed her mind so completely asto exclude :Lg
other considerations. Her friendship for Mrs. Amot ha
commenced at school, but the two ladies had developed so
differently, that the relation had become more a cherished
memory of the happy past than a congenial intimacy of their
maturer life,

The *“mysterious providence” of which Mrs. Haldane
wrote was to Mrs. Arnot 2 legitimate and almest incvitable
tesult.  But, now that the mischief had been accomplished,
she was the last one n the world to say to her friend, “I
told you so.” To her mind the providential feature in the
matter was the chance that had come to her of counteracting
the evil which the mother had unconsciously developed.
Tlus opportunity was in the line of her most cherished plan
and hope of usefulness, as will be hereafier seen, and she
had lost no time in persuading her husband to give Haldane
cmployment in his counting-rvom. She also secured his
consent that the youth should become a member of the
family, for a time at least. Mr. Arnot yielded these points
reluctantly, foz it was a part of his policy to have no more
personalrelationswith his employees than with his machinery.
He wished them to feel that they were mesely a past of his
system, and that the moment anyone did not work regularly
and accurately he must be cast aside as certainly as a broken
or defective wheel.  But as his wife's wealth made her prac.
tically a silent partner in his vast business, he yielded—
though with rather ill grace, and with a prediction that it
“would not work well,

1aldane was aware that his mother had written 2 lo
letter to Mrs. Arnot, and he supposed that his employer an
tus wife had thus become acquainted with all his misdeeds.
He thereforc rather dreaded to meet those who must, from
the first, segard him as a graceless and difficult subject,
that could not be managed at home. But, with the charac.
tenistic recklessness of young men who have wealth to fall
back upon, he had fortified himself with thoughts like the
following :

*If they do not treat me well, or try to put me into a
strait jacket, or if 1 find the counting-house too dull, I can
bid them good-moming whenever I choose.”

But Mrs. Amot’s frank and cordial reception was an
agrecable surprise. He arrived quite late in the cvening,
and she had a delightful little lunch brought to him in her
Exi\me parlour. By the time it was caten her graceful tact

ad banished all stiffness and sense of strangeness, and he
found himself warming into fricndliness towards one whom
he had especially dreaded as a ¢ remackably pious lady “—
for thus lis mother had always spoken of her.

It was scarccly strange that he should be rapidly disarmed
Ly this lady, who cannot be described in a paragraph.
Though her face was rather plain, it was so expressive of her-
sclf that it selidom failed to fascinate.  Nature can do much
to render & countenance attmctive, but character accom
lishes far more.  The beauty which is of feature merely
catches the carcless, wandering eye.  The beauty which is
the reflex of character hiolds the cye, and cventually holds the
heart.  Those who knew Mrs, Arnot best declared that in-
stead of growing old and homcly, she was growing moze
lovely cvery year. Ier dark hair had turned gray carly,
and was fast becoming snowy white. For some years after
her marriage she had grown old very fast.  She had dwelt,
as it were, on the northem side of an iceberg, and 1n her vain
attempt to melt and humanise it, had almost perished herself.
As the carthly streams and rills that fed her life congezled,
she was led tuaceept of the love of G, and the long arctic
winter of her despair passed gradually away.  She was now
growing young again. A faint bloom was dawning in her
cheeks, and her form was gaining that fulness which is asso-
aated with the matunty of middle age. Her bright black
eyes were the most attractive and cfgtcssivc feature which
she possessed, and they often scemed gfted with peculiar

wers.

As they beamed upon the young man they had much the
sarac cflect as the anthraate coals wlhich glowed in the grate,
and he began 2o be conscious of some disposition to give her
his confidence.

Having dismissed the servant with the lunch tmy, she
caused him to draw his chait sociably up to the fire, and said,
without any circumlocution ¢

+* Mz. Haldane, pethaps this 1s the best ime for us to have
a frank talk tn regasd to the futare.”

The young man thought that this was the preface for some
dcadccg criticism of the past, and his facc became a little
hard and defiant.  Butin this he was mistaken, for the lady
made no reference to hus faults, of which she had been in-
formed by s mother.  She spoke in a kindly bat almost
busincss-hike way of his duties in the counting-room, and of
domestic rules of the houschold, to which he would be ex-
pected-to conform.  She also spoke plainly of her husband’s
nexorable requirement of system, regularity, and order, and

such a quiet, unanswering dignity that he found 8o pretext
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dc::lmnd, and that it was the busincss-like and manly thing
to do,

““This'is your first venture out into the world, I undee-
stand,” she said, nsing to in*imate that theis interview was
over, **and I greatly wish that it may lead towards'a useful
and successful carcer. [ have spoken planly, because I
wishied you to realise just what you have undertaken, and
thus meet with no unpleasant surprises or unexpected ex-
pericnces.  When one enters upon a cowse with lus cyes
open, he, in a certain sense, pledges himself to do the best
he can in that Jine of duty, and vur acysamtanee, lhuu};h
so bricf, has convinced me that you <an do very well .
deed.”

¢ 1 was under the impression,”” said the young man, col-
ouringly decply, * that my mother's letter had led you to
suppose—to expect just the contrary.”

“Mr, 1laldane,” said Mrs. Aot gi\'ing him her hand
with graceful tact, “I shall form my olpimon of you solely
on the ground of your own actiun, and I wish yuu tu think
of me as a fricnd who takes a genuine interest in your suce
cess. Good night.”

He went 10 his room n quate a heroie and virtuous moud.

¢* She does not treat me a bit ke *a bad buy," as I sup-
posed she would,” he thought, * but appears 1o tanc fur
granted that 1 shall be a genticinan in this aice house, and a
sensible fetlow tn her husband's othice.  Biow aug, of T dise
appoint her."”

or did he for several weeks,  Even Mi Ainut was cum.
pelled to admat that st did ** work sathes bedtar ihan he ox-
pected,” and that he < suppused the yuuny fiiow dd as
well as he could.”

As the novelty of Haldane's new relations wore off, huw.
ever, and as tus dutics became su fumiliar as to Le chicfly a
matter of routine, the grave defects of his chiaracter and train.
ing began to show themselves.  The rustraint of the count.
ing.room grew ithksome. Associations were furmed 1 the
city which tended towands his ald evil habits.  As a puece of
Mr. Arnot’s machinery he did not move with the inceasing
precision that his employer reyuired and especied un his be-
coming better acquanted with his duties.

Mrs. Amot had expected this, and knew that hiet husband
would tolerate carclessacss and friction only up tv a certam
pomt.  She had gained more mnfluence vver the young man
than anyone clse had cver possessed, and by means of u
kept lim witlnn bounds fur sume tme 3 but she san from
her husband's manner that tlungs were fast approaching a
crisis.

Onc eveming she kindly, Lut frankly, tuld am of the dan.
ger in which he stood uf an abrupt, sien dismissal.

e was more angry than alarmed, and dunng the fullow-
1og day about cuncluded that hie wouid save lumsclf any
such mortitication by leaving of hus vwn aveurd.  He yaite
ersuaded himself that he had a soul abuve pludding

usiness, and that, after enjoying himsclf at home for a time,
he could eater upon some other carver that promised more
congeniality and renown.

In order that his cmployer aught not anticipate hum, he
petformed his duties very accurately that day, but left the
otfice with the expectation of never returning.

11e had very decided compunctions 1n thus requiting Mis.
Amot’s kindness, but muttered secklessly :

“I'm tired of this humdrum, treadmill life, and behieve
I'm destined to better things. If I could only get a good

sition in the army or navy, the world would hear from me.
They say money opens every door, and mother must open
some good wide door for me.”

Regardless now of hus employer's good or bad opimon, he
came down late to supper, but, mstead of vbserving with
careless defiance the frown which he knew lowered towards
lum, his eyes were dawn to a fur yuung face un the oppo-
site side of the table.

Mrs. Amot, n her pleasant, curdial voice, which made
the simplest thing she saud sec real and hearty, rathes than
conventional, introduced him :

s+ Mr. Haldane, my awcce, Miss Lauia Romeyn.  Laura,
no doubt, can du far mure than an ol lady tv make your
cvemngs pass baghtly.”

After a second glance of scruting, Haldane was s un-
gratefully forgetful of all Mrs. Amot’s kindness as to be in-
clined to agree with her remark.

(20 be contsnzed.)

WHEN TO SELL.

Every one who is engaged in any department of agricul
ture or manufacture s supposcd to have from time to time
something to sell or cxchange. On the disposition of this
surplus depends the supply of all articles that the person
does not raise, cmbracing all sunplemeats and improvements
of every kind that 1equire 2n outlay.  Hence it is a malter
of moment that the salc of those things be made at the time
that the best price, all considered, will be obtained. Is it
possible to be certain of thistime? 1In generl, no.  There
are certain articles that constitute exceptions. Those that
cannot be conveniently preserved must, of course, be thrown
on the market at once.  Others that are in demand ia ces-
tain sowsons only will be governed by the scason trade.  But
the most common and valuable products of homan industry
are always in market, and yct arc subject to frequent
fluctuations in price. Such are the leading products of the
farm and most of the uscful manufactures.  As to these no
fixed Tule can be given, but the following suggestions will
commernd themselves to the prudeat.

One should keep himself informed of the state of the mar-
ket, espeaally an places accessible to him, and as far as prac:
ticable in piac‘:s whose trade affects directly bis local
market. The best way to secure this is to take and read
good papers, that gmve notonly th. tabalar narke? state-
ments, but also intelligent and impartial comments and
counsels. When necessity compels onc 10 sell, he can only
submit, rdless of prices ; but in all other cases hc_qu&f
to \'cmmul( consistently by reasonable probabilitic
Unless in the face of 2 comparative certainty that there will
be no advance, economy prinly forbids the disposal of 2
commodity a1 & price that is not more than its cost to the

producer. Business cannot live on losses. A certain farmer,
who always prospered, made it a rule to sell everything he
could spaic as soon as it was in marketable condition. ~ He
never made much at one time 3 but he avoided all risks of
togues and fires, all injuries by vermin and weather, all the
troable and expense of protracted storaje, all the n:duplion
of shrinkage and mciJcmal waste, and he was recciviug
money now and then through the year,

It 1s safe advice to say thatevery une should be content to
sell at a reasunable profit.  To wait for very large prices is
dangeruus pulicy anid espsecially as tu the necessarics of life,
very bad morals. What man mwst have his fellow-man
should be willing to furnish at_rates that are not exorbitant
ot uppressive.  Business should never violate the principles
of magnanimity and true charity, — Rural New Yorker.

SCEPTICISAM AND CRIME IN CERMANY.

Germany is teaping the harvest of advanced thought or
sceptictsn 3 crime has increased duning the last six yearsin
Prussia from fifty to two or three hundred per cent., the
impusonments 10 Prussia, Hanover, and the Rhine Pro-
vinces alone (the statstics from the Southern States, as Ba.
vana, Wurtemberg and Baden, not baing yet published),
have nisen frum 102,077 1n 1872 W 133,734 10 1876, and the
number to-day 1s seekuned at 15v,000.  The prisons are all
full, and patriotic men are wging the formation of a penal
culuny on sume island of the Pacifiv or section of Western
Afnca. A few months agu the chaplain of the Imperial
fanuly, Mr. Bauer, 1n a sermon preached before the Em-
peror and Princess, said 1 “* Affection, faith, and obedience
to the Word of Gud are unknown in this country, in thisour
great German Fatherland, which formerly was justly called
the home of the faith.  Oa the cortrary it really scems as if
r were the father of all lies who is now worshipped in
Prussia.  What formerly was considered generous and
noble 15 now looked upon with contempt; and theft and
swindling are called by the cuphonic name *business.’
Marnages are concluded without the blessing of the
Charch, concluded *ontnal,’” to be broken, if not found
to answer.  We still have a Sunday, but it 1s only a Sunday
i name, as the people work during church hours, and spend
the afternoon and cvening 1n avting in the pubiic huusesand
music halls ; while the upper classes rush to the races, pre-
fernog to hear the panting of the turtured horses to hearing
the Word of Gud, which is ridiculed in the press and tumed
nto blasphemy in the popular assemblies; the servants of
Gud are snsulted daiy.”” The Betlin correspondents of the
English jouttals add. ¢ The German dlerical newspapers,
Potestant as well as Catholic, ate writing in a like strain.”
Berhin, wath a pupulation of a million, hasonly onc hundred
and ten nunisters of religion, Loth Protestant and Catholic,
and the average attendance at cach place of worship is below
onc hundred.  1louse to house inquiries show that in the
same city “*in less than one house out of cight is there any
regulat use or cver pussession of the Bible,” The state of
religion and muoralsin the country is a cause of the greatest
gnef and anxiety to many of the best citizens. This social
deterivtativn and increasc of crime does not comec from
ignorance. Nor does the prevalence of immorality arise
from alack of artistic and .esthetic culture.  Nos is intem-
perance the cause.  The one chief reason for the degenera-
tion of a once noble people is the substitution of scepticism
for faith in the Scriptures.

DR, CHALMERS ON PREDESTINATION.,

It was dunng the winter of 1Soy that Dr. Chalmers de-
hvered fus four celebrated lectures in the University of Edin-
burgh on I’redestination, and wound up lus senes by a fifth
on the pulpt treatment of the subject.  In thus lecture, he
warned his students most faithfuily against the dange: into
which they might Le tempted n deahing with such a sublime
mystery. e sad, *“ Gentlemen, we have entered on this
great mystety with regret, and we leave it without a sigh.
The subject which we have been treaung professionally from
the rostrum you will be called upon to treat ministerially
from the pulpit, but remember that the provinces are wide
apart.

lwc are deahing with the heads of our alumni ; you have
to deal with hearts of sinners.  Give me a band of men who
never walked, as you have done, the halls of a University,
whose only hibrary is the inspited oracles of God, whose only
tutor 1s the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, aud let them
loose on some wild moml terntory, and they will do more,
1ca to cne, than our college-trained clergy, who must utter
cvery truth and shape cvery gospel cnunciation according to
the rule and square of a rigid orthodoxy.

JUST PUBLISHED~—~SENT FREE.

Complete History of Wall Street Finance, containing
valuable information for investors. Address Baxter & Co.,
YPublishers, 17 Wall Street, New York.

Hats for gentlemen at populat prices.  Current styles
ready. Fine silk hats $3.25.  Coxwell, hatter, 146 Yonge
street, fout doots north of Temperance strect.

THERE are now $S34 Young Men's Christians Assceiations
in the Unitad Stales.

WigN you are reading a book'in a dark room, and come
10 a dutficult part, you take 1t to a window toget more light.
So take yout Bibles to Christ.—3f" Cigyne

Tk Young Men's Christian Associations »f the izated
States now number 854,  Of these, &fty-six have buiidings of
their own, valued at $1,924.770.  Building Funds to the
amoun! of $234,182 have been collected by forty-two associa.
tions, and will be expended hereafter upon assuciation baild-
ings. The value of property ofall kinds belonging tothe as-
sociations amounls.to.Sz,:gs.Gou Reading rooms are sug

by 340 associations, and 468 expend $316,240 annual
CRITEDL CXpEnMS. - '

Lnrrisn axp Foreiey <Frews,

S1aM proclaums religious hiterty.
SWITZERLAND had $,400,000 visitors *his scason.

Tty Jews of the world are said to nuu"»cr now between six
and seven millions.

TWELA E mssivnanies sailud last week for the American
Presbytcrian misslon in India.

Narvweos L, Mapuleun 111, and the late rince Imperial,
all weote therr walls un Loghsh sul.

Canada has been visited recently by George Jacob Holy-
oake, the English freethinker and pulitician,

THE Amencan Episcopal Church s to hold a Congress
iln Albany, N.Y., on the 2tst of October and following

ays.

Joserit Coor's twenty lectures in Boston the coming
seasun will be held inthe Old South Church beginning No-
vember 3.

DaAN SIANLEY in a recent sermon said that in the fifteen
{::u's in which he had been Dean of Westminster there had

en but fuurteen interments in the Abbey.

S1atsiies collected by the staff of the * Glagow Daily
Mail " show that there ate at least 30,000 fewer people at
wotk in that city than there were two years ago.

Tue Free Church of Scotland propuses 1o vbserve his
year as a Misstonary Jubilee, as 1t 1s fifty years since Dr.
Dutt was ordained the first Scotch nussionary to India.

Rev, T. DE Wity TaLMace has returned from his visit
to Great Britain.  He is in good health and spints, and will
probably continue to be as eccentric as heretofore.

Joux Bricur presented a petition to Parliament threes
fourths of a mile long from 100,000 Primitive Methodists in
%in;';‘laud, asking for the closing of the liquor-shops on Sabs
hath.

A MEMORIAL to Sir Rowland Hill is proposed in Great
Britain, to take the form of almshouses for postmen, the
amount 1o be raised Ly the contribution of penny postage
stamps.

Ex1ens1vE rehigivus revivals are vccurring in Virginia and
North Carulina. A despatch states that from seventy-five to
one hundred persuns have confessed conversion at a single
meeting.

Rev. W. G. BLAuRIE, DD, of Edinburgh, is writi
what will be the biography of Dr, Livingstune.  The latter’s
f:nm{y are co-operating with D, B. in the preparation of the
work.

THE Prince of VWales' two eldest sons Albert Victor and
George, who are destined for the navy, have sailed for a six
months’ cruise, where they wall take their lut with the other
boys of the same class.

THE matter whether a railroad train could make a mile in
a minute was lately tested on the Pennsylvania Railroad: In
running three miles the first was made 5.1 seconds, the second
in 52, and the thitd in 30!

Tut death is announced of the Rev. Thomas Hislop, Free
Chugch minister of Dounc, in the goth year of his age and
the 63rd of his ministry.  1lis entire ministry had been spent
at Doune and he was one of the oldest ministers of the Free
Church.

AT Aberdeen in Scotland at the opening of the Circuit
Court in September there was no case for trial, and the judge
was presented with a pair of white gloves in consequence.
In many of the Scotch courts the criminal calenders were
very light.

Tue Belgian bishops excommunicate Catholic children
who attend the public schools. Iere in Yonkers, says the
New Yotk “Chostian Weekly,™ the “‘sisters” have excluded
a lutle girl frum the Sabbath school of her Church for the
same crime ! This is not Belgium,

A JOINT-s1uLK company has been formed in England with
a proposed capital of $35,000,000 in shares of $5 for the
avowcd object of diminishing intemperance. It is intended
that temperance hotels shalt be opened in all parts of the
Kingdom. Inthe grospcctus the name of the Archbishop of
Canterbury heads the list.

THERE has been an unparalleled diminution in the receipls
of British customs. The mlf}urly report shows a falling off
from the receipts of the preceding six months of five million
dollars. This heavy decrease s attnbuted to the extreme
dulness of the times, and the consequent diminished demand
for forcign luxurics, .

FroM the 56th annual report of the Berlin Socicty for the
promotion of Christianity among the Jews it appears that'

the total number of the Hcbrew race is between 6,000,000,
1,500,000

and 7,000,000. OFf these §,000,000 are in Euro
in America, 200.000 in Asia, and $0,000 in Africa. Of the
Asiatic Jews 20,000 are assigned to India and 25,000 to
Palestine.

REV. DR, SHELDON JACKSON, inaletter to the New York | -

“Qbserver,” states the surprising fact that though Sitka in
Alaskaisabuut fiftcen degrees north of Boston and three south
of Greenland, through the infiuence of the warm Japan cur-
rent in the Pacific Oczan its mean annual winter tempera-

ture is that of Georgia, and its summer temperature that of

Minncsota.
THE old King's Bench Prison in London having been de-

molished, it is proposed to turn its sitc into 2t play-ground for - S

the children of the densely populated neighbouthood. The
¢ Christian Wurld " says, **1t has often echoed with the
sighs and ns of despairing debtors.  Let it by all means
have its evil memories exorciscd by the 1aughter of happy boys
and girls.,”

MEssrs. Moony and Sankey held an all day series of
meetings in Cooper Institute last Tucsday. Large andiences,.
mostly of men, attended, and were moved and melted asin
former days by the carnzst, impassioned appezls of the res
vivalists, They arc aboat to labour for a month in Cleve-

land, Obic, from which aty they go to St. Lowis for their
inler campaigu.
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N INISTERS AND € HURGHES.

Keve K. | Latvuaw of Hanulton, recently delivered
an address on * The use of the Hible in our Schools,”
before the Halton County Teachers' Association.

REv. Joux LaING of Dundas, taok part in the
opening of the new Presbyterian church at Minesing,
Simcoe County, on Sabbath last. He also preached
in Barrie.

THE Rev. 1. Tait was ordained and inducted to
the pastorate of St. Andrew’s Church, Berlin, on the
Gth inst. Rev. Mr. Hamilton of Winterbourne
preached, Rev. Dr. Wardrope presided and addressed
the minister, and Rev. J. K. Smith addressed the
people.

TuE Rev. J. Carmichacl, of Columbus, moderated
ina call at Oshawa on Monday, the 6th inst. The
vote was given by a very large majority in favour of
Mr. Eastman who is a promising young man ready
for ordination, and a medalist of Toronto University.
By a subsequent vote the call was made unanimous.

Last Friday evening a very pleasant entertainment
took place at St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Hamil-
ton, under the presidency of the Rev. Thomas Gold-
smith, the esteemed pastor. The atiendance was
pretty good but not such as the quality of the pro-
gramme deserved, owing, no doubt, to the state of the
weather.

THE Orillia Presbyterian church is undergoing ex-
tensive alterations and improvements. It is to be re-
opened on November gth, when the Rev. G. M. Milli-
gan, M.A., of Old St. Andrew’s Church, Toronto, will
conduct the services. On the following evening he
will lecture.  The sacrament of the Lord's Supper will
be dispensed on the 16th, when the Rev. J. M. King,
M.A,, of Toronto, will assist the pastor.

THE Rev. Stuart Acheson has been called by the
congregations of Burns' church and Daunn's, now
forming with ¢ ust Essa one pastoral charge.  The su-
pend promised by his newly formed charge is $850
and a free manse. Mr. Acheson has accepted the
call,and the indr_icn is to take place on the 135th,
Mr. Cochrane o. Thornton to preach, Mr. McKee of
Angus .to preside and address the mnister, and Mr.
Bume1t of Alliston to address the people.

Ox the evening of Thursday, the 2nd inst., a social
was held in the Seaforth Presbytenan Chuich in cele-
bration of the union recently effected between the
congregations of Seaforth and Harpurhey. The chair
was occupied by the pastor, Rev. A. D. McDonald,
and addresses were given by Rev. Messis. Stewart of
Clinton, Musgrave of McKillop, Graham of Seaforth,
Thomson of Brucefield, and others. One utem in the
programme was the presentation of an address and
$230 to the Rev. Mr. Barr by the members of his late
congregation.

ON WWednesday evening the Rev. John Dunbar,
Iate of Glenmorns, lectured 1n Free St. John's, \Walk-
erton, on * Man, his True Place and Power.” The lec-
turc was onc of marked ability in thought and 1n com-
position. On Sabbath last the same congregation raised
$55 for the Home Mission Fund—centainly a very
good collection, considering the many special claims
already mcet during theyear.  Although collection day,
the large new church was full.  The senmon was upon
Rahab’s Faith, the four points made, that it was
thoroughly onginal, thoroughly fearicss, thoroughly
practical, and thoroughly cfiectual. Une special fea-
turc of this church is the “athath morning prayer
mecting, led by Mr. Moffat. It has been continued
about threz years and is well attended by old and
young.—Co.

PRESUBVTERY OF KINGSTON.—The quarterly wneet-
ing of this Presbytery was held at Kingston, on the
3oth uit. and tstanst. There were present twenty-four
minmisters and seven clders. The Moderator was in-
structed to write to the Rev. Mr. Young, and express
the deep sympathy with him of his brethren in the
sore bereavement recently sustained by him through
the drowning of his eldest son. Arrangements were
made for moderauon in a call at Napance on the
13th.  Mr. Burton tabled his resignation of the charge
of the John strect Presbytenan Church, Belleville, for
the purpose of removing to another field of Christian
uscfulness.  The resignation was accepted, and ar-
rangements made for declaring the charge vacant on
the 12thanst.  The following resolution was adopted
in relation to Mr. Burton: “The Presbytery desires,

in parting with Mr. Burton as a member of this Court,
to put on record its sense of his valuable services 1n
the past, of his fraternal bearing to the brethren, and
of lus faithful discharge of all the duties that devolved
on hum as pastor of a congregation and as a member
of this Presbytery.” The following were appointed a
connittee to prescribe to Mr. Millar a special course
of study, namely : Messes. Wishart (Convener), Gray
and Kelso. The financial report was presented by
Mr. Macalister, Treasurer. Thanks were tendered to
him for his diligence, and arrangements made to
secure payment to the Presbytery fund from default-
g congregatiens.  The reports of the several depu-
tations appointed to visit the supplemented congrega.
tions and mission stations in the interest of the Home
Mission Fund were heard, and after a ca.sful consid-
eration of each case the amounts of supplement, and
grants in aid to be recommended iwere decided on.
These are the same as formerly. ‘The Home Mission
report was rcceived. A proposal to supply certamn
stations monthly during the winter by settled pastors
was adopted. Therc were presented petitions as fol-
lows: From Morton, asking to have Delta associated
with them; from Consecon, to be re-united to Tren-
ton; from Mul Haven, to be supplied during the
winter by Mr. Kellock; and from Thanet and the
Ridge, to have the services of Mr. Miller. Rev.
Robert Stevenson is to be employed as ordained mis-
sionary in Camden and Sheffield duning the ensuing
eix months. Arrangements were made for the hold-
ing of missionary meetings, and deputations appointed
to carry them into effect. The following motion
anent horse-racing was adopted. “The Presbytery
having assembled in the City of Kingston at a time
when horse-racing is going on in the neighbourhood,
avail themselves of the opportumity of resolving that
n their opinion such a practice is an abuse of one of
God’s best gifts to man, and attended invariably with
many hemnous sins and sad evils; that they would
affectionately and carnestly dissuade all connected
with the congregations under their care to refrain
from in any way encouraging or countenancing this
great and growing ewvil in our country.” The follow-
ing anent Mr. Nicholson was adopted: “In releasing
the Rev. A. B. Nicholson from the pastoral charge of
the congregations of Lansdowne and Fairfax, the
Presbytery of Kingston desire to place on record
the regret felt by all the brethren on his removal, their
sincere regard for him as a co-Presbyter, and their
cordal wish for his welfare and success in his new
sphere of Iabour. They regard with great satisfaction
his acuvity and success in maintaining the cause of
our Church at Lansdowne, and the high estcem and
affection entertamned towards hima not only by the
members of his congregation, but also by the general
community of all classes and creeds.  Regretting that
he should feel 1t to be his duty to leave the active
duties of the mimistry for which his energy of charac-
ter, genial spirit and Christian devotedness so well
qualify him, to engage in the work of a secular calling,
the Presbytery wish him Godspeed, and carnestly
commend and commit hun to the care and keeping of
our covenant God, and to the guidance and grace of
the Great King and Head of the Church.’—THOMAS
S. CHAMBERS, Pres. Clerk,

PRESRVTERY OF BRUCE.~ This Court held its regu-
lar meeung at Paisley, on the 23rd and 24th ult.
There were seventeen mumisters and seven clders in
attendance. On application from Hanover and North
Normanby the Rev. R. C, Moffat was empowered to
moderate 1n a call to 2 minister before the next mect-
ing of Presbytery. Mr. Tolmic submitted the Home
Mission quarterly report, which was received, and for
which he reccived the thanks of the Court. There
was rcad a very full and satisfactory report frum the
Rev. H. McKay of his mission labours on Manitoulin
Island. Said report contained a financial statement
showing that he had received S1oo from the people of
the mission field for the first year, $130 for the second
year, and from the Home Mission Fund up to Scp-
tember inst. $330, leaving a balance due him from the
Home Mission Fund of $S20. It was resolved to
forward this report to the Assembly’s Home Mission
Committce. There was read an application from
Gore Bay and Kagawang Lake asking that Mr. Mec-
Kay's services be confined to thesc stations, and pro-
mising to pay $300 per annum towards his €upport,
On motion of Mr. McClung, seconded by Mr, Straith,
it was resolved : That the application of these con-
gregations be granted, with the understanding that
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Mr. McKay occasionally exchange with the labourers
on the other parts of the Island, with the view of tak-
ing a general supervision of the whole field ; also that
Mr. Jones at hlanitowaning be engaged as a catechist
on the Island during the winter months, The Pres-
bytery guarantee, on behalf of the mission field, Mr.
Jones $100 as part of his salary ; these arrangements
being subject to the sanction of the Assembly’s Hone
Mission Committee. There was read a schedule
from the Rev. ]. R. McLeod, of Sault Ste. Marie, con-
taining the following figures, viz.: The number of
families in connection with the congregation is 22;
communicants, 30 ; amount contributed per Sabbath,
$.1.80}9, or $250 per annum. On motion of Mr,
Straith it was resolved: “ To recommend the Home
Mission Committee to continue the grant to Sault
Ste. Marie, especially in view of the effort now made
to wipe out the debt on the church edifice there, and
with the hope that the congregation will be able
henceforth to increase their proportion of the mission-
ary salary. It was agreed that it be left with thel
Convener of the Home Mission Committee of the
Presbytery to correspond with Riversdale and Ennis-
killen, with the view of making arrangements with
them as to the manner in which they are to be sup-
plied for the next three months.” It was lgft with the
Session of Salem congregation the supply of their
pulpit for the next three months.  Mr. Blair reported
that he had preached and moderated in a call at
Chesley on the 18th ult, and that the call came out
unanimously in favour of the Rev. John Ferguson,
probationer. The salary promised is $800, to be paid
quarterly. The call was susiained and forwarded to
Mr. Ferguson. There was read a petition from Mr.
Joseph Whytock complaining of the Session of West-
minster Church, Teeswater, for declining to give him
a certificate of membership. Owing to an irregularity
in the manner of presenting the petition it was not
considered, but Mr. Whytock was instructed as to 3hé
proper mode of procedure in the matter. Mr. Mc-
Lennan, Convener of the committee appointed to
prepare a deliverance anent the Sabbath School
Convention held at Paisley in July last, read a very
able and excellent deliverance, for which the commit-
tee and especially the Convener was thanked. The
deliverance was ordered to be inserted in the local
papers. Mr. Straith (Convener), Mr. Tolmie and Mr.
Gourlay, ministers, and Mr. McBride, elder, were
appointed a committee on statistics, to report there-
anent at next meeting of Presbytery. It was agreed
to instruct all the congregations of the bounds to
hold missionary meetings, each Session to be allowed
to make arrangements for their own meetings. Tt was
resolved to consider the remits of General Assem-
bly at the next mecting and at the first sederunt of
the second day. Messrs. Anderson, McLennan and
Forbes were appointed 2 committee to prepare ques-
tions for Presbyterial visitation of the congregations
of the bounds, to be submitted at next meeting. The
next mecting of Presbytery is to be held at Port Elgin,
on the 16th December, at two o'clock p.m.—A. G.
FORBES, Pres, Clerk.

HOME MISSION FUND.

MR. Ep1TOR,—The following resolution was adopted
at the megting of the Home Mission Committee held
Lust week in Toronto :

\Vhereas, the indcbtedness of the Fund at this date is the
sum of $23,000, and there are claims upon the Fund which
the Committee are, by the instructions of the Genemal As-
scmbly, required to pay as preferential claims, which, with
the present indebtedness, will exhaust the entire income ex-
pected by the Committee for the year, the Committee re-
solve not to proceed in making any appropriations for the

*next six months, the claims for which, as sent Ly Preshy-
terics, amount to albout $12,000; but to adjourn until the
Iast week in March ncxt, and then to meet to distribute
among the various Presbyterics of the Church, in respect of
mission work and supplements wuring the six months then
past, such moncys as the liberahiy of the Church may by that
date have placed at the disposal of the Committec ; provided
alivays, that the Committee may meet at an carlier date, if
the Convener see cause.

Copies of this resolution will be sent to every min-
ister of our Church in Ontario and Quebec, and to
the Clerks of Presbyteries, for such action as they
deem best. Meanwhile let me say that we have
reached a very grave crisis in our mission work, and
unless the funds arc replenished forthwith, our cause
must be-abandoned in many hopeful districts. In
face of the Assembly’s instructions, that the receipts
and expenditures must be equalized, there seemed to
the Committee no other alternative than the above.

WL, COCHRANE,
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MEETING OF H. M. COMMITTEE.

At Toronto, and within the Deacons’ Court Room of Knox
Church there, on Tuesday, the 7th day of October, 1879, at
two o’clock in the afternoon, the Home Mission Committee
(Western Section) of the Presbyterian Church in Canada,
met and was constituted with prayer. Rev. W. Cochrane,
D.D., Convener, in the chair. Every member of the Com-
mittee was present.

The minutes of the meeting of the Conmittee held in Ot-
tawa on I9th June last were read and sustained,

CLAIMS FOR .THE PAST HALF-YEAR.

The claims of the respective Presbyteries in Quebec and
Ontario, for services rendered in supplemented congrega-
tions and mission stations during the past six months were
considered, and the following sums ordered to be paid as
soon as funds are forthcoming to enable the Treasurer to do
S0 :

Pres. of Quebec....cu..u.. $610 00 | Pres. of Saugeen........ $231 0o
* ontreal ........ 1073 00 « Guelph .. ....... 47 85
‘¢ Glengarry.... ... 200 oo “ Hamilton....,.. 622 oo
“  Ouawa .......... 813 50 “  Paris...... 128 00
“  Lanark &Renfrew 814 oo “  London. 1095 ©o
‘“ Brockville, o« Chatham 324 0O
o %ingsbton . N « ]S{tmtford 25 0o
«“ eterboroug| 399 30 “ uron.. . 204 8,
¢« Whitby...... 7? go ‘“  Maitland.. lg; 540
“ Lindsay... o Bruce ..iovieans 757 oo
“  Toronto....eces.. 649 oo ——————e
‘“  Barrie..,.,...... 1528 55 Total........$12239 39
« Owen Sound..... 313 25 ——

It appearing that several of the supplemented congrega-
tions and mission stations have neglected to contribute to the
Schemes of the Church, the Committee resolved that none
of the claims made for the past six months for supplemented
congregations that are not contributing to the Schemes be
paid until the Treasurer receives from such congregations a
contribution to the Home Mission Fund. The Committee
further resolved, that the attention of Presbyteries be directed
to the injunction of the Assembly requiring mission stations to
contribute to the Home Mission Fund.

MANITOBA.

A letter was read from Rev. D. Ross, dated Selkirk, Mani-
toba, 27th September, stating that he and his family had
reached that point on their way to Prince Albert, but, that
owing to ill-health and other causes he had been unable to
proceed farther, and forwarding medical certificates from
Doctors Young, Agnew and Henderson.

The Committee resolved to express their deep sympathy
with Mr. Ross in the painful circumstances in which, in the
Providence of God, he is placed, and in relieving him from
his appointment as missionary to Prince Albert, do so in the
hope that ere long his health may be fully restored, and that
another sphere of usefulness may be opened up for him in the
Master’s vineyard.

The following were appointed a Committee to arrange the
financial matters connected with Mr. Ross’ mission: Hon.
A. Morris, Convener ; Rev. G. Bruce and Mr. T. W. Taylor.

REPORT OF PRESBYTERY AND RECOMMENDATION,

Mr. D. C. Johnston, lately of Prince Albert, and Mr. A.
Bell of Portage la Prairie, being present, addressed the Com-
mittee as to the present condition and future prospects of the
work in Manitoba. ’

There was laid on the table and read a report from the
Home Mission Committee, of the Presbytery of Manitoba,
containing a number of recommendations adopted by that
Presbytery. These were considered seriazim by the Com-
mittee with the following result :

1. It was agreed to empower the Presbytery of Manitoba
to re-engage Messrs. J. S. Stewart, J. Scott, H. J. Borth-
wick, S. Donaldson, S. Polson, and J. Duncan for six months
from 1st October, 1879.

2, Owing to the state of the Fund the Committee regret
their inability at present to entertain the application to ap-
point Mr. Johnston to Nelsonville.

3. For the same reason the Committee are unable to ap-
point missionaries for Beautiful Plains and Upper Little
Saskatchewan districts.

4. It was agreed to sanction the temporary appointment of
‘Mr. Duncan to Prince Albert, and to pay him while labour-
ing in this field at the rate of $600 per annum from the funds
of the Committee, the balance of his salary to be made up by
the people in the field.

5. The Committee agreed to grant Little Britain and Sel-
kirk $300 per annum for a settled minister, provided the
balance of his salary is contributed by the people.

6. The Committee express their gratification that the
. Presbytery have been able to secure the services of Rev. G.
Roddick at Great Valley, Assiniboine; Rev. D. McRae at
West Pembina Mountains, and Mr. Copeland, Catechist, at
Shoal Lake, N.W.T., without expense to the Home Mission
Fund.

7. That in regard to the claim made for a balance due
Mr. Straith, the Committee delay action as the amount of
the claim is not specified nor any particulars given in regard
thereto. - .

8. It was agreed to refund Messrs. Robertson, Hart, and
Bryce the sum of $123, advanced by them to Mr, J. S,
Stewart, for mission services rendered about three years

0. .
a.gg. The Committee decline to sanction the payment by the
Presbytery of $250 out of the money collected by Rev. D.
Ross, to Mr, Duncan.for repairs on the school-house at
Prince Albert, the money not being collected for this pur-

po:;' The application for a second missionary, unmarried,
for the Canada Pacific Railway Line, whose™ entire salary
($1,000) is to be paid by the people was referred to the sub-
committee.

11. The Committee declined to entertain the claim of the
Presbytery for $100, arrears due Mr. J. Scott of Emerson,
etc.

12. The Presbytery in their last draft having included
sums for mission services rendered by Messrs. McGregor and
Grant, it was agreed to decline payment of these claims
on the ground that the Committee has never sanctioned the

-appointment of these labourers and assumed no responsibility
in connection therewith. It was further agreed to instruct
the Treasurer to deduct the amounts asked for these gentle-
men from the claims of the Manitoba Presbytery.

The following were appointed a Committee to consider
the whole subject of the working of the mission field in Mani-
toba, and the salaries of missionaries who may be hereafter
appointed to that Presbytery, to report at the March meeting
of the Committee : Messrs, King (Convener), Bruce, Taylor
and McRae.

THE LATE DR. TOPP,

On motion of Mr. J. M. King, seconded Mr. D. J. Mac-

donnell, the following resolution was adopted : The Com-
mittee agrees to suspend its sitting from twelve to four
o’clock on Wednesday afternoon, to enable its members to
attend the funeral of the Rev. Dr, Topp, and in doing so it
desires to record its deep sense of the great loss sustained by
the Presbyterian Church in Canada by the removal of one so
wise in council, so indefatigable in labour, so consistent in
life; and to tender its sympathy to the bereaved family.

SUB-COMMITTEE.

The following is the sub-committee to attend to all mat-
ters requiring action prior to the next meeting of the Com-
mittee : Dr. Cochrane, Messts. King, Macdonnell, Warden
and Taylor.

STATE OF THE FUND,

The Convener reported the state of the fund at this date
as follows :

Bxpenditure from 1st May to 1st October, 1879, including
balance against the Fund at 1st May................. $

Claims of Quebec and Ontario Presbyteries for past six
months, passed at this meeting......... PR vese e

16,000 00

12,240 00O

Total expenditure and liabilities to 1st October, 187

a . 28,240 00
Receipts from 1st May to 7th October, 1879....

5,310 0o

Balance against the Fund 7th October, 1879..4000 10000000 ..$22,930 0O

The Committee adjourned at half-past ten o’clock on the
evening of Wednesday, 8th October, and the meeting was
closed with the benediction.

SABBATH S6HOOL 3 EAGHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. -
LESSON XLIIL

Oct. 26,

James ii.
1879.

14-26.

GOLDEN TEXT.—‘For as the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”—
James ii. 26.

FAITH AND WORKS.

HOME STUDIES.

M. Gen. xv. 1-21........ The faith of Abraham,
T. Josh.ii. 1-24.........Rahab and the spies.
W. Rev.iv. 1-25........ Abraham justified.

Th., Gal. iii. 1-29......... Justification by faith.
F. Ps.xv. I-§........ .. The citizen of Zion.
S. Jas.i. 16-26..,......Pure religion,

S. Jas.ii.14-26......... Faith and works.

HELPS TO STUDY.

It is not known with perfect certainty which James it was
that wrote the epistle which contains our lesson.

James the brother of John has by some been regarded
as the author, but it is now generally agreed that the fact of
his early death, recorded in Acts xii, 2, renders it impossible
that he could have written this epistle as it contains allusions
to matters belonging to a later period in the history of the
Church. .

James the son of Alpheus is by most critics considered
to have been the writer. He was one of the apostles, was
the leading man in the church at Jerusalem after the death
of James the brother of John, and is supposed to have been
identical with that James whom Paul (Gal. i. 19) calls “the
Lord’s brother.” ’

The epistle was written to Jewish Christians scattered
throughout the Roman Empire, and not to any particular
church, and on that account it is headed *‘The General
Epistle of James,” Its chief object is to correct the error of
those who were resting confidently in the fact of possessing
the law without realizing the necessity of a holy life, and to
insist on the doctrine that where living faith is there will
also be good works; and it is this doctrine that is especially
taught in our present lesson. )

It may be taught under the following heads: (r) Zke
Uselessness of an Empty Profession, (2) The Proof of Fasth,
(3) Fustification.

1. THE USELESSNESS OF AN EMPTY PROFESSION. —vers,
14-17.

It is an emphatic negative that the inspired writer places
before us in verse 14: What doth it profit, my breth-
ren, though a man say he bath faith and have not
works ? It profits nothing—it is useless. We are not told
here that true faith can exist without good works, neither are
we taught that a person can do good works without having
faith. The word ‘‘say” in this verse is an important one
and should not be overlooked. If a person says that he has
faith, and has nothing to shew for it, then the sort of faith
which that person has is a useless faith, Further on in the
lesson it is spoken of as a ““dead ” faith, that is no faith at
all.
Can faith save him? Another strong negative. It is
not real faith, however, that is condemned here, but the
thing that the false professor calls by that name and claims
to have. Such faith cannot save.

The apostle then proceeds to shew by a very apt illustra-
tion that saying will not do instead of dofmg—that however
good words may be in their own place, they will never do in
the place of deeds. The profession of those whose faith has
not led to obedience is as hollow and vain as the words de-
part in peace, be ye warmed and filled would be if ad-

dressed to the destitute by way of supplying their wants.
The one, as well as the other, is mockery.

II. THE PROOF OF FAITH.—Vers, 18-20,

James does not teach in verse 18 that it is possible for one
petson to have faith without works and for another to have
works without faith., What he teaches is that the person
who says he has faith, but has no works whereby to shew
that faith, is in reality destitute of faith ; whereas he who
has works—he who renders a willing obedience to God’s
commandments—does not need to proclaim his faith by
words, for his deeds shew it. Shew me thy faith without
thy works ; you cannot do it; there is no other way of
shewing it ; you have not got any faith although you say you
have.

The person who is represented as saying “I have
works ” must have had faith, for he is afterwards repre-
sented as saying ‘“ I will shew thee my faith by my
works.”

Saving faith is something more than mere belief in the ex-
istence of God and of Christ. Regarding verse 19 the
““ Westminster Teachgr” says: ¢ Thou, iz, the man
whose faith is without works. It is not now some supposed
person who addresses this man, but the apostle himself.
Believest, .., theoretically, with the head. That there
is one God.—The apostle is addressing a professedly Jew-
ish Christian, or convert from Judaism to Christianity, and
Jews and Christians alike held to monotheism or belief in
one God. Thou doest well, i.c., so far.

falls short of true Christian faith, is terribly manifest by what
follows. The devils.-—Better and literally, *‘ demons,”
evil spirits. There is but one Devil, the prince and leader
of these demons. DBelieve and tremble.—Their belief does
nothing for them. Yea, rather, it is their very belief that
intensifies their misery. Their condition is the worse for the
very faith they have without works. There is intense signi-
ficance in the Greek word here rendered tremble. It means,
literally, to be rough with bristling points, and is applied to
a field with ears of grain, to an army with spears. When
spoken of persons, it indicates a horror, with the hairs stand-
ing on end. Where true faith is it will produce love and
service ; a cheerful obedience to God's commands; a strict
attention to all Christian duty ; and earnest effort for the ad.
vancement of Christ’s kingdom.

III. JUSTIFICATION.

There is an apparent difference—to some even a contra-
diction—between James’ statement of justification and the
Pauline doctrine of justification by faith ; but there is no con-
tradiction, and even the difference is only on the surface. '

James, throughout the passage which forms our lesson, ad~ ..}

mits faith as the only possible basis and root of good works ;
Paul insists on good works as the fruit and test of faith quite
as firmly as James does: When everything is taken that
both apostles wrote on the subject it will be found that they
agree. The doctrine of justification by faith is not peculiar
to Paul although it is called Pauline. It is taught through-
out the scriptures ; and James neither denies it nor teachesa
different Gospel. .

But James distinctly says that Abraham was justified by

works. Well if he was he had whereof to glory, but not
“before God. It was before men that he was justified by .:
works. ’

Our works—our character and conduct—are all that we .
have to prove to ourselves or to our fellow-men that we are

justified. It is God alone that knoweth the heart. Faithis
invisible to the human eye, and works are but the visible em-
bodiment ofit. There is nothing for it but to repeat James’
triumphant question, ** Shew me thy faith without thy works
and I will shew thee my faith by my works,” N

THE Secretary of the Central Evangelical Society -
of Paris says that, if that Society had the means, it
could establish a new Protestant church in France
every week. It is a pity that more interest is not dis-
played in the work of evangelizing France. Every-
thing is favourable to success in such an effort now ;
and the opportunity may be lost because of neglig-
ence.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY.

WHITBY.—In St. Paul’s, Bowmanville, on the third
Tuesday of October, at 11 o’clock a.m.

OTTAWA.—Or Tuesday, Nov, 4th, at three p.m.

LonpoN.—In First Presbyterian Church, London, on Tues-
day, November 18th, at two p.m. : .

BARRIE.—At Barrie, Tuesday, 25th November, at g1 .}
o’clock a.m. ;

TorONTO.—On the first Tuesday of November, at 1
o’clock a.m.

SAUGEEN.—In St. Andrew’s .Church, Mount Forest, on
the 16th December, at eleven a.m. -

MAITLAND,.—At Brussels, on Tuesday, Oct. 28th,
eleven a.m.

Births, Bawringes and Deaths,

NOT EXOEEDING FOUR LINES 256 OENTS,

BIRTHS. : .

In Bowmanville, on Sabbath, Oct. 5th, the wife of Mr. M.
A. James, publisher of *‘The Canadian Statesman,” of a son.

MARRIED.

At the residence of the bride’s father, Perth, Ont:, on Oct.
1st, by the Rev. W. Burns, Thomas Irving of Montreal, to
Alma Hall, eldest daughter of Mr. J, G. Campbell.

DIED.

At Pakenham, on Sabbath morning, 28th ult., Elizabeth,
daughter of Mr. James Dunnet. :

At Vaughan, Ont., Aug. 25th, in her 82nd year, Isabella
Archer, widow of the late Wm. Scott, formerly of Ingersoll,:
*¢ Fallen asleep in Christ,” :

at

This is good as
-far as it goes,.for it is necessary. But how lamentablyit -
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. feelings, and you will sometimes incur morti- | elasses, who could afford the expense, wero in
] g, yo s it y
@UB QOUNG EOLKS‘ fying vofusals. It is usually much better to | tho same habit.

LITTLE,

TlasT thou little? Bo contont;
1t is moro than many have;

Joy in littlo makes it much,
Aund will help thy soul ta savo.

Canst do littla?  It's enough;
Do it well aud let it bo,

It will count as much a8 moro,
Wlhen thy Judge requires it theo.

Littlo talont well finproved,
Little servico rightly dono—
Bo 1t all thy Mastor asks,
Brings tflo victor's paln and crown.

Hopoful, gladsome, humble, too,
In thy teiling find thy rest,
And tho httle toilg of o
Shall forever mako theoe blest,

WORDS T0 YOUNG PEOPLE.
COURTESY.
ITTLE girls, do you ever think about
the meaning of words?  This word now,
cowrtesy, has something about it, which girls
and women ought to care for very much in-
deed. You know that hundreds of years ago
Jdn Europe, and in many heathen countries
now, women are not much better than slaves.
In China, for instance, when company comes
to a house, the parents present the boys very
proudly, but they send the girls out of sight
as fast as possible. They don’t want anybody
to know that they have little daughters in
their home.

Gradually, in the Middle Ages, woman came
up from a state of bLarbarism, and the clergy
and the poets together helped her to win her
proper place.  The Jady of the castle kept the
keys and presided at the feasts, wore heauti-
ful robes of stuffs called samite and camelot,
and gave medicine to the sick. She learned
surgery too, and when the soldiers and knights
came home from battle wounded and faint, she
knew how to set the broken bones and bind
up the bruised parts.  So everybody treated
her politely, and the soit of manners which
then came to be popular in place of the old
roughness and rudeness took the general name
of courfesy.

The Bible bids us to be courtcous. Do you
want to know the highest and loveliest style
of courtesy, which you can practise at home,
at school, and in the street ? It isall wrapped
up in one golden phrase, “In honour prefer-
ring one another.” Suppose you try to live
with those words for your mottn, say, for a
whole week to come.

BORROWING.

Have your own things  Accustom your-
selves to being careful to keep on hand your
own stock of writing-paper, pens, pencils and
India-rubber. Do not depend on mamma's
work-basket for a thimble or necedles, nor on
her burcau-drawer fur uflles and handker-
chiefs. Do not consider that you have a right
to borrow papa’s knife, nur to make a foray
on Brother Tom’s ronm for strings and wrap-
ping-paper.  Everybody should be indepen-
dent of the home world, so far as some per-
sonal belongings are concerned.  If you allow
yourselves to form the habit of going here
and there with ¢ Please lend me this,” and
“Do oblige me with that,” you will often
_annoy people who are too polite to show their

do without thoe usc of an article, than to bor-
row it. This is espesially true of things to
wear. There are gitls who put on their sis-
ters' hats and aprons quite indiseriminately.
There are boys who never have a collav in
their box, nor a tie that isn’t a perfeet string,
-and not fit to be seen.

Remember that a very wise man has told
you, “The Lorrower is servant to the lender.”
This has many meanings, or, rather, the mean.
ing of it makes itsclf plain in many ways, as
you go on in life.  You will have a truer self-
respeet if you decide that you will, so far as
you can, stand on your own feet, and not hor-
row you neighbour’s crutches—Margarel I
Sanygster.

HARVEST.

HE grain harvest is over,and everywhere

may be heard the sound of the threshing-
mill.  The quantity and the quality of the
grain is the general topic; all “guessing” on
that subject gives place to the hard matter of
fact; "tis certainty now; the grain winnowed
and fit for the market is so many bushels to the
acre, and no more. An abundant harvest fills
the heart with gladness, the mouth with laugh-
ter, and tae tongue with singing.

Another harvest is coming, in which we are
all deeply concerned. The whole world is the
ficld to be reaped, its inhabitants the grain.
The Proprietor has arranged to cmploy the
angels as His reapery and binders, and has al-
ready arranged the order in which the binding
shall be done.  First the tares are to be bound
in bundles for the burning. The tares grow
with the wheat, but the wheat must not be
bound with the taves. Second, the wheat will
be gathered into the barn.

Now, seeing every one of you would like to
be wheat, you had better bestir yourselves,
consider your ways, repent of your sins, accept
the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, and conse-
crate yourselves to Him. “This is the day
of salvation.” “He that Lelieveth shall be
saved.” What a glorious harvest the sAvED
shall know. *Angels shall shout The arvest
Home.”

NO!?

MANY years ago, a young man whose
name has since rung through the land,

was sitting at table, in what was counted
“first society.” It wasalnost his entrance into
the charmed circle ; for he was poor, of obscure
birth, & shoemaker by trade, the son of a dissi-
pated, degraded man; and without education,
except so far as his own earnest, persevering
cffort had obtained it. But he was rich in
integrity, courage, and reliance on God; and
with the strength that is only given through
right principles of life, he had made his way
amidst difficulties such as you who read this
can hardly dream, and sct out on a carcer of
true, noble manhood.

At that time, it was a universal custom to
put wine on the dinner-table when guests were
invited ; it was regarded as only comu.on cour-
tesy to offer it even to callers. Ministers
drank it; the most respectablo people of all
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The host himself asked tho young man to
take wino with him. It was counted a rude-
ness to refuse,

Was it an casy thing, think you, for him,
then and there, to say No?

But he bad temporance principles. Xe had
seen, yes, bitterly felt, in his childhood’s home
and his opening manliood, the ovil of intem-
perance; aud he knew that it was the une
glass at dinner that began the downward ten-
dency; that without the beginning, the torrible
conclusion would never be reached; and be-
lieving in total abstinence as the only suroe
safeguard for others and himself, he would not
sanction by his act, however {rivial it might
scem, the violation of that principle. Cost
little or much, cost favour or fecling, he would
be true. ) <
. “No,” he said courteously, quictly, but
firmly, I never take wine.”

Bravely, resolutely, has he maintained his
ground through after-years, up to this time.
That victory made every subsequent one easier.
On the side of temperance, humanity, right,
and God Himself, Henry Wilson firmly stands.
Like him, boys, learn to say, NO!

KNOWN BY LIS WALK.

S two gentlemen were entering a railway
station one day, they met a stranger
just leaving it. After passing him, one re-
marked, “That man has been a soldier, I know
by his walk” “Well,” said the other, “I
thought he must have been from his politeness.
Did you notice how gracefully he saluted us
as we looked at him?” “That is just as it
should be,” returned the first gentleman; “a
soldier in plain clothes should be the same as
though he were in uniform. His behaviour
should ever identify him as 2 true soldier,
wherever he is.”

The above remarks are worth remembering,
heeause they point out a great truth ; one that
is applicable to all, even the children. None
are so young but their walk may unmistake-
ably point out as soldiers of the Lord Jesus
Christ. In the service of the Master there ave
burdens and crosses for every one.

These should be borne in such a manner as
to show without doubt of whom we learned to
bear them.

God's Word tells us that “ Even a child is
known by his doings.” How true this is,and
how easy it is to point out the truc saldier
among the “little folks,” by his doings. See
those boys. How differently they treat that
old gentleman whom they meet.  One, rudely
hallooing, jostles by without appearing to no-
tice him, while the other bows very pleasantly
as he passes. At home, also, it is readily scen
which is the good boy and the truc soldier;
the one whois kind to his brothers and sisters,
and courteous to his parents.

By his behaviour toward all, the last boy
wins & place in- their aflections, and grows up
a good man, worthy of the confidence of every
onc; while the first is shunned by all good
people on account of his rudeness, and he
grows up a rough man, uncultivated in his
manners, and disorderly in his walk. Let cach

strive to live so that his walk may prove him
to be & good soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Words of ihie IWise,

THE credit got by a lic lasts only till the
truth comes out,

Tiy fricnd has a fricnd, and thy friend’s
friend has a friend 5 be discreet,

I# you turn away from worthy men because
they are humbly clad, they cAn boast that you
cut their coat and pantaloons.

PRAYVER, also, is no place for compliment,
as ** We thank thee, O Lond, for the wondls
of thy distinguished servant.” —2Dr, Smith.

Furlir said very beautifully, ¢ He that
spends all his life in sport is Jike one who
wears nothing but fringes and eats nothing
but sauces.”

He who sports comphments, unless he
knows how to make a good aim, may miss
hismark and be wounded by the recoil of
his own gun.

THsRE can be no excuse offered —or none
admitted if offered—for the use of slang and
slovenly expressions in the house and service
of Gudi—Standani,

Tugkre are parents who give more inter-
ested attention and oversight to the grooming
of their horses than to the schooling of their
children.—Reliyious Herald,

CuURISTIAN faith is a grand cathedral with
divinely pictured windows. Standing with-
out, you sce no glory or beauty, nor can
possibly imagine any. But standing within,
every ray of light reveals a harmony of
unspeakable beauty and spleadors.— uw-
thorsne.

WILLIE, aged ten, and Jemmy, aged six,
were playing together.  One of them was
minutely examining a fiy.  ““I wonder how
God made him!" he exclrimed. ¢ God
don’t make flics as carpenters make things,”
observed the other boy. ¢ God says, Let
there be flics, and there is flics,”

1 HAvE found nothing yet which requires
more courage and independence than to rise
even a little but decidedly above the par of
the religious world avound us. Surely, the
way in which we commonly go on is not the
way of self-denialand sacrifice and cross-bear-
ing which the New Testament tatks of.—0»r.
F W Alexander.

IT is a high, solemn, almost awful thought
for every individual 1nan, that his canihly in-
flzence, which has a commencement, wall
never, through all ages, have an end! The
life of every man is as the wellspring of a
stream, whose small beginnings arc indeed
plain to all, but whose course and destina-
tion, as it winds through the expanses of in-
finite years, only the Omniscient can discern.
—Carlyle.

How hard it is to fecl that the power of
life is to be found inside, not outside ; in the
heart and thoughts, not in the visible actions
and show ; in the living seed, not in the plant
which has not root! How often do men
cultivate the garden of their souls just the
other way 2 EHow often do we try and per.
severe in trying to make a neat show of outer
good qualities, without anything within to
correspond, just like children who plant blos-
soms without any root in the ground to make
a pretty show for the hour! We find fault
in our lives and we cut off the weed, but we
do not root it up; we find something want.
ing in ourselves, and we supply it not by sow-
ing the Divine sced of a heavenly principle,
but by copying the deeds that the principle
ought to produce.—Zemple.

1 HAVE no patience with a certain class of
Chrilians now-a-days who will hear anybody
preach so long as they can say, ** Heis very
clever—a fine preacher, a man of genius, a
born orator1” Is cleverness to make false
doctrine palatable?  Why, sirs, to me the
ability of a man who preaches error is my
corrow rather than my admiration. I can-
not endure false doctrine, however neatly it
may be put before me.  Would you haveme
cat poisuned meat because the dish is of the
choicest ware? It makes me indignant when
1 hear_“*another gospel ™ put before the peo-
ple with “cntiang words,” by men who
would fain make merchandize of souls, and I
marvel at those who have soft wotds for such
deccivers, ** That is your bigotry,” says
one. Call it so, if you like, but it is the
bigotry of the lovicg John, who wrote, ¢ 1f
theré come any unto you and bring not this
doctrine, receive him nat into your house,
neither bid him God speed ; lor he thal bid:
deth him God speed is partaker of hi; evil
decds.”” 1 would to God we had all more of
such decision, for the lack of it is depriving
our religious life of its backbone, and substi-
tuting for honest manliness 2 mass of the
tremulous jelly of mutual flattery.  Ile who
does not hate the false does not love the true,
and he to whom it is all the same, whether it
be God's word or masn's, is himself unrenewed
at heart,—Spurgeon.

C HEAP FARMS FOR SALE,

2,100,000 Acres of Land

for sale, in the best Wheat growing conntry in the
world, along the line of the

A teheson, Topoka

AND

Santa Fe Railvoad,
Prices from $2 to $10 per Acre,

Eleven, Six, and.'l‘wo Years Credit,
AND

88} per Cent. Discount for Cash.

St wresting with stump- and «tnes Fur 3 miver
able support { Goto the ARKANSAS VALLEY and by
a fari, at the cheap rates and un the casy lerms of
tered by the A, 1 & S, Fe R, R. Lo, and m a few
vears at farthest. with the same «ffort and economy
cmployed s Lanada, you may possess thic title to a
1oy al {arm, in fee stmple, wuﬁ every home comfert,
and an eaviable idependence with nioney to let.

Far Circulars, Mapes of Kaueas. full information as
to nhets and freighe rates, apply to

BELFORDS, CLAKRYE & CO.,
General Agents for Ontario,
6o YORK S5, TORONTO.

J J. BORRIE & CO.,

Comumission  Merchants

AXRD

GENERAL AGENTS,
MONTREAL.

.

Associate House in Liverpool, En

J. H. Borrie & Co.

[+
(=12 ]

To Millers aud Dealers in

FARM AND DAIRY PRODUCE
we offer special selling advantages.

Agencies and Correspondence respect-
fully solicited.

Samples of out IMPORTED TEAS furnished on
application,

S, R WARREN & SON,
) CHURCH
ORGAN BUILDERS,

(LATE CF MONTREAL)
Builders of the Organs in St Andrews and the
Erskine Churches, Montreal, St Andrews® (new and

old), Toronto: The ** Mectropolitan®™ and St. James'
Cathedml, Toronto, and all the largest Instruments
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Theur premises are the most complete and exten-
sive to %c found on his Continent, and having
abundant fa. thues as well as an ~xperience extend.
ing over forty years, they are in a position to warrant
the highest attainable standard of excellence, and
can offer the lowest range of prnices aud most favours
able terme

Churches requinng Ormans are respectfully re-
quested to correspond with us.

FACTORY AND WAREROOMS,
Corner Ontario and Wellesicy Styeets,
TORONTO, ONT.

cSHANE BELL FOUN-
d

ry facturc those cclebrated Bells for
Cuuncu:s{ ACADRMIES, etc. Price List and Circu.
lars sent free. Hxxxvy McShaxe & Co,, Balti-

mere, Md,

THE

English & Scottish Investment Co.

OF CANADA (LiMiTED).
Capital £500,000 8tg. Head Office, Edinburgh,

Offices:=The Queen Cily Insurance Co's Buildings,
24 Churck Street, Toronto.

The transaction of the Company’s business in
Canada is entrusted to an Advising Beard and a
General Manager.  The Board consists of

The Hon. THOS, N. GIBRS, M,P., Chairman.
WM. H. HOWLAND, Esqg. (W.P. Ho_wland&Co.)
FRED'K WYLD, Esq.,(\Wyld & Darling Bros.)
General Manager. - Hon. JAS, PATTON, Q.C.
THE UNION BANKOF SCOTLAE\'D.
Bankers] THE HALIFAX & HUDDERSFIELD
ankersl? “UNION BANKING CO.
THESTANDARD BANK or CANADA.

Solicitors - - Messrs. EWART & DAVIDSON.

The Company Loan on Improved Farms,and Pro-
ductive Propertyin Cities and Towns, and in 2 few
Incorporated Villages: also on Church pmpmg.

Loans are for periods of Five, Six_and Seven
Years, (renetvadle, at trifling expense, when Interest
p2id punctually), with privileges as to payment of
Interest half-yearly or yearly, and the principal
eitherat the end of the ‘term or by yearly Instal
ments, or iu sumns of $200 and upwards, in even hun-
dreds, o on giving notice to pay off the whole at any
time—the rate of interest rangiog from 8 to 8% and
9 per cent., according to the privileges granted, and
as required by other Companies affording similar
facilities. .

HBorrowers have the option of selecting any one of

he tive following modes of payment, viz .~

A.) Loansfors ycars at 8 percent.

(2) Interest payable halfeyearly on 1st June and
December. aAfter 3 years, payment of prine
cipal on any st December, on 6 months
notice.

B.)-Loans for 6 years at 8% per cent.

(2) Interest haif-yearly on 15t June and December.
Mter 3 years, P’rincipal on any 1st Juncand
December, on 3 months® notice; or

(3) Interest kalf-yearly as above, or yearly on st
December, and lerincipal by G annualinstal-
ments.

C.)—Loans for 7 years at g per cent. M

(4) Interest kalf-yearly as above, or yearly on 15t
December. ~ Aflter 3 years, principal payable
af any time, or 1n sums of $200 and up-
wards i even hundreds, on one moath’s no-
tice: or

Interest haif-ycarly as above, or yearly on 1st
December, with Principal in 7 annual in-
stalments, and privilege of paying off the
swhele, on any st December, on 1 month’s
notice.

. The Company purchase first-class Mortgages, pro-
vided they afford the proper margin of secunity; atso
Govermnment, Municipal, and other Debentutes,

The Legal Charges and Valuation Feet arein

accordance with a fixed and reasonable Tanifl.

PROFESSOR VERNOY'S

ELECTRO-THERAPEUTIC

Iuststution, at 197 Yarvis Street, Teronto,

has the Iatest scientific mode ¢f applying Electricity
with newly invented appliances for the radical cure
of uervous diseases.

Scxual and Spinal Weakness, Chronic and various
Diseases not cured by other treatment or by other
E. lectricians receive our special attention.  Over ten
years’ expericnce according to this new system has
enabled us to make very important improvements
most favourable to pauents. The best of city and
country references given

Dr, L. Oliver is one of the Consultingg Physicians
of ability and experience.  Consultation {ree.

Office hours from eight a.m. to mne p.m.

N NERVOUSNESS,

Dr. Cularier’s Specific, or Frenck Remedy,
for Nervous Debility, cte.,

Attended with any of the following symptomsi—~
Deranged Digestion; Loss of Appetite. Inflam.
mation of the Kidneys ; Failure of Voice ; Affections
of the Eye«: Lost of Memory,, Snddcl! Flushings
of Heat and Blushings : Aversioa to Socicty.
Clergymen, Physiciang, Lawyers, Students, and
persons whoee pursuits involve great MaNTas Ac-
TIViTY, will find this preparation most valuable.
Jrice $1; Six Packets for $5.  Address,

JOS. DAVIDS & CO., Chemists, Toronto.

(Sole Agents for the above preparation.)

THE BELL ORG.YN.

THE BEST \N THE WORLL,
LARGEST ORGAN MANUFACTORY IN

«
gucten o,
CRIANS
% svonev.nsw

Recesved Siuver Medaland Dipic wa by vane "al, 1871,
" ot " Leutcnmal, 1876,
* Internat’nal * *  Sydney, Aus., 1878,
" Silver Mcdal and Diploimna, ‘Totonto, 1838,

OVER ALL THE LEADING CANADIAN AND
AMERICAN MAKERS,

For Catalogues, address

W. BELL & Co,,

Guelph, Ontario.

HEAP SERIES OF LEC-
TURES.

JUST PUBLISHED

FIVE LECTURES BY

REV. JOS. ((00K.

48 pp., PRICE 20 CENTS.

Being the first five of the current course of Monday
Lectures, now being delivered in Tremont T'zmple,
Boston, as follows..

I.—UNEXPLORED
CONSCIENCE.
11.—-SOLAR SELF CULTURE.

HI—-PHYSICAL TANGIBLENESSOF THE
MORAL LAW,

IV.—-MATTHEW ARNOLD'S VIEWS OF
CONSCIENCE.

V.—ORGANIC INSTINCTS IN CON-
SCIENCE.

REMAINDERS IN

Copics mailed to any address on receipt of price.

SECOND FIVE LECTURES,

48 pp., PRICE z20c

VIL—-THE FIRST CAUSE AS PERouNAL
VI11.—1S CONSCIENCE INFALLIBLE?

IX.—CONSCIENCE AS THE FOUNDA-
TION OF THE RELIGION OF
SCIENCE.

X.—THE LAUGHTER OF THE SOUL AT
I'TSELF.

X1.—SHAKESPEARE ON CONSCIENCE.
Xll.—l\lggDSl.EY ON HEREDITARY DE-

HhY

Copies mailed 10 any address on receipt of price.

THIRD FIVE LECTURES,
43 pp., PRICE 20c.
.\'ll.-—-!\!%UDSLEY ON HEREDITARY DE-

CENT.—Contirued.

XIII.--NECESSARY BELIEFS INHERENT
IN THE PLAN OF THE SOUL.

XIV.—DARWIN'S THEORY OF PANGE-
ls‘lé.é\zs_i‘ OR HEREDITARY DE.

XV.—DARWIN ON THE QRIGIN OF CON-
SCIENCE.

XVIL—HERBERT SPENCER ON HEREDIT
ARY DESCENT.

XVIL~MARRIAGE ANDHEREDITARY DE-
SCENT.—.

XVIIL—MARRIAGE ANDHEREDITARY DE-
SCENT.—2.
Copics mailed to any address onreceipt of price.

——

48 The three pamphlets containing the above
most mtcrcsh!sg lccturqs—:#g pp—will le mailed,
postage prepaid, on receipt of Fifty Cents,

C.BLACKRTT ROBINSON, .
' Yordan Street, Toronte,
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Market RBeports,

TORONTO, Oct. 15.

STRERT PRICES.—Wheat, fall, per bush., gx 4@
$1 15.—Wheat, spring, per bush, $1 10 @ $1 13.—
Barley, per bush, s6c @ $o 63—Oats, per bush,35c @
36c.—Peas, per bush, 6oc @ 64c.—Rye, per bush,
50c @ 58¢c. —Dressed Hogs, per 100 1bs, $6 0o @ $6 25.
—Beef, hind quarters, $0 oo @ $o 0o.—Beef, fore
quarter, $0 oo @ $o oo.-—Mutton, per 100 Ibs, $o oo
@ $o oo.—Chickens, per pair, 25c @ 50c.—Ducks,
er brace, 45¢i@6oc.—Geese, each, 4oc @ 70c.—Tur-
Eeys, 75¢ @ $1 70.—Butter, B rolls, 18¢ @ 20c.-
Butter, large rolls, 1xc @ 12c.—Butter, tub dairy, 15¢
@ 16c.—Eggs. fresh, per dozen, 14c @ 15c.—Kgsgs,
packed, 1x @ t2c.—Apples, per brl, $o 75 @ $1 5o.
—Potatoes, per brl, $0.g0 @ $1.00—Onions, per brl,,
$1 s0 to $2 co.—Hay, $7 oo to $ro oo —Straw,
$6 ocoto $6 s0. 3
WHOLESALE PrIcES,—Flour, f.0.c, Superior Extra,
$5 25 to $5 30 Extra, $5 10 to $5 20; Fancy $5 10
to $5 20; Spring Wheat, extra, $5 oo to $5 10; No
Superfine, $o 0o to $o oo.—Oatmeal, $4 o5 to $4 20.
—&e)rnmeal, small lots, $o oo to $3 co. - Cheese, in
lots, sc to 7c: Cheese, in small lots, 6c to 8c,—
Pork, mess, per brl, $12 50to $13 oo; Extra prime,
per brl, oo t0 $00 0o.—Bacon, long clear, 6%4c to
7¢;  Bacon, Cumberland cut, 634c to 7c; Bacon,
smoked, 7%c to 8c; Bacon, spiced roH. gc to 1oc,—

CURED OF CONSUMPTION.
Lovelaceville, Ballard Co., Ky.

Messrs. Craddock & Co.:

Gentlemen,—Please send me twelve bottles of Casn-
nabis Indica, one each of Pills and Ointment, for a
friend of mine who is not expected to live ; and as
your medicines cured me of Consumption some
three years ago, I want him to try them. I gained
fifteen pounds while taking the first three bottles.

Respectfully, 5 J. V. Hu_lL

N.B.—This remedy speaks for itself. A single
bottle will satisfy the most sceptical. We know that
it positively cures Consumption, and will break up a
fresh cold in twenty-four hours. $2.5e per bottle or
three bottles for $6.50. Pills and Ointment, $r.25
each. Address, i .

Crappock & Co., 1032 Race st., Philadelphia,

HE
CATHOLICITY

OF THE

Presbyterian Church,

By Rev. Professor Campbell, M. A., Presbyterian
College, Montreal.

* * It is well reasoned throughout, contains pas-
sages of great eloquence, and proves its author to be
a master in Ecclesiastical History. Itis in the form
of a neat little Pamphlet of thirty-two pages, being
the first of a serfes of ‘‘Tracts on Presbyterian
Topics” which the Publisher intends giving to the
world ; and we must say that he has made a good
beginning.—CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

Price 10 cents, or $1 per dozen, Mailed to any ad-
dress, postage prepaid, on receipt of price.
C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
Fordan Street, Toronto. Publisher.

H OMESTEAD.

For sale, on most favourable terms,

A FINE FARM OF g8 ACRES.

The property is pleasantly situated on the Grand
River between three and four miles from Galt. The
soil is good, the buildings are in fair condition, and
the land is nearly all under cultivation.

For terms, which will be found exceedingly liberal,
apply to

ROBINSON & KENT, Barristers, Toronto;
or to
C. BLACKETT ROBINSON, Toronto.

Toronto, Oct. 3rd, 1879.

AURALINE

Deafness often creeps on so grad-
ually and insensibly that sudden-
FOR ly we find ourselves deprived of
DE AFN ESS hearing before we are aware of

‘ it. There are causes which in
many cases, if not all, can be removed. Auraline
will do it. A few drops in the ear occasionally is all
that is required. Solgsby all druggists at 50¢. per
bottle. #F Send for Circulars. J. F. AVERY,
PO, Drawer 16, Halifax N.S, BROWN & WEBB,
Wholesale Agents, Halifax.

CARPETS.

Intending purchasers of carpets should examine

JOHN KAY'S STOCK

‘Where they will find the

LARGEST VARIETY

Of patterns in the city,  Over two hundred patterns
of Brussels and Tapestry to select from.

Being the largest importer of first-
class carpets in the Dominion, he can
offer them at prices which defy competi-
tion. A large lot of best quality Brus-
sels at 81.14and $1.23 cash. Oilcloths,
Linoleum, Stair Rods, Lace Curtains,
&c.

JOHN KAY.

e

FREE GIFT!

LIEBERT'’S

PRESERVED
German Compressed

Prepared under Baron

YEAST.

Von Licbert’'s Process.

GUARANTEED PURE AND STRONG.

0

THE ADVANTAGES of LigserT’s GERMAN ComyREsseD YEAST over all other Yeasts are as

follows :—

1.—1t never can turn sour.
2.—1t is not dependent upon the weather.
3—4t lasts a long time fresh and strong.

g.—1t can be used for lomg sea voyages and in kot climates.
5. —DBitterness, acidily, ropiness and keaviness in the bread are unknown toits users.
b6.—1t is indispensable for making fine bread, suck as Vienna Bread, Biscuit, Cakes, &c.

7.—1dce is not requived to preserve it

The Manufacturers guarantee it absolutely free from all harmful ingredients.

Wm. Johnson & Co., 77 St. James St., Montreal,
' "SOLE AGENTS.

PENING OF THE
COLLEGES.

Students attending College or Uni-
versity here will find it to their ad-
vantage to reserve their orders for
their Winter Outfit of Clothing or
Furnishing until they have visited
our establishment. OQur stock is
now complete, and as usual is com-
posed og fashionable and reliable
goods. Students will receive the
same liberal discount as in past
years.

R. ¥. HUNTER,

Merchant Tailor and Outfitter,

Cor. King and Church Sts.,
TORONTC.

BRODIE & HARVIE'S

Seif-raising Flour,
Self-raising Graham Flour,
Self-raising Buckwheat Flour,
Self-raising Cornmeal.

Requiring no yeast, baking powder, or salt, and is
always ready for use when wet. Manufactured by

ANDERSON & CO.,,

91 CHURCH S7., TORONTO.
P.O.Box 1,122,

who suffer
with  CON.-
SUMPTION, ASTHMA, SORE THROAT,
BRONCHITIS, or NASALCATARRH, 1 will
send of a copy of ‘MEDICAL COMMON SENSE,
free of charge. It is elegantly printed and illustrated ;
144 pages, 12mo., 1879. It has been the means, inthe
providence of God, of saving many valuable lives.
The book is invaluable to persons suffering with any
disease of the Nose, Throat or Lungs, Send
name, with P.O. Address and six cents to pay cost of
mailing to Dr. N. B. WOLFE, Cincinnati, Ghio.

BALDNESS,

Neither gasoline, vas-
oline, Carboline, or Al-
“len’s, Ayer’s, or Hall’s
A hair restorers have pro-
duced luxuriant hair on
bald heads. Thatgreat
] discovery is due to Mr.
1 Wintercorbyn, 144 King
 St. West, Toronto, as
. can be testified by Aun-
dreds of living it
nesses in_this city and
the Province. He chal-
lenges all the so-called
restorers to produce a
like result.

The Restorative is put up in bottles at $1 per bot~
tle, or six for $5. For further information, address

. CHARLES MAITLAND WINTERCORBYN,
144 King Street West, Toronto.

Elegant Chromo Cards, with name, post-paid,
1o cents. L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y.

ENEELY & KIMBERLY
BELL FOUNDERS, TROY, N.Y.

Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. Special
attention given to CHURCH BELLS,

Catalogue sent free to parties needing Bells.

ENEELY & COMPANY,

BELL FOUNDERS, WEST TROY, N.V.
Fifty years established. Church Bells and Chimes.
Academy, Factory Bells, etc. Improved Patent
Mountings. es free. No agencies.

PRESBYTERIAN

PRINTING

AND

PUBLISHING HOUSE,

5 JORPAN STREET,

TORONTO, ONT.

NEW TYPES

AND

NEW PRESSES.

Attention is invited tothe superior facili-
ties possessed by the undersigned for the
expeditious filling of orders for

BOOK

PAMPHLET
& MUSIC

PRINTING

AT FAIR PRICES,

~

and in the

Best Style of the Art.

Call on, or address,

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON.

A Minister's Waich !

No one needs an accurate time-keeper
more than a Minister. A failure to ful-
Jil a preaching appointment has often re-
sulted from an unreliable watch. The
extensive use of so-called HUNTING
walches of late years has also been on in-
convenience to Ministers. What is really
wanted is a medium sized open-dial
watchk of a reliable guality, and at a
moderate price.

By special arrangements we are en-
abled to offer a very superior American
Watch of this descviption, in steviing sil-
ver case, for TWENTY DOLLARS,
and for sixty dollars, in Eighteen Carat
Gold Case. In each instance the price
to be net cash. A special five years
guaraniee to accompany eackh walch.

These watcheswill only be sold through
specially appointed agents, who can find
Particulars by application.

ROBERT WILKES,
Wholesale Watch Agent,
Toronto and Montreal.

Ministers or Commiitees in whose lo-
cality there is no agent appointed, can
remut Bank or Pos!l-Office order to the
House, and the watch will be sent to any
part of the Dominion, carriage paid.

TE0 PATTERN BAZAAR

IMMENSE REDUCTION TO CLUBS.

2 Copies 1 year for 81.50.— Only 75 cents each.
& Copies 1 year for $3.00.— Only 80 cents each.
10 Copies 1 year for $5.00.— Only 50 cents each.
Getters’-up of Clubs get one copy for a year freee
Sample Copy to show, maile‘f ¥or 38 stamps.

LUNISYIAO ..dNOY¥ILING,,

§ B 0o 3
This Overskirt is one of the few designs which
always has a graceful and stylish appearance, either
in the rich or inexpensiye material. he soft dra-

ping of the front is sure to find favor with the ma-

Jority of ladies.—Pattern, with cloth model of
it, mailed FREE on receipt of address and 3 stamps
(or 10cts,) See our Styles and test our Patterns.

A, Buordette Smith .
16 K. 14th St., NEW YORK CITY.

Send one stamp fgl"_liur Large Catalogue.
PILES gareazrompity ana

the MEDICAL PILE RE-
MEDY. Price$l, Sentbdy
mail te any part of the Do~
minion. HUGH MILLER
& CO., Toronto.

rove it or forfeit $500. $4 Outfit free,

355166 G. RIDEOUT & CO., 218 FultonSt.N. ¥

AGENTS For the Pictorial Bible Commentator.
:jr.OIB Pages, 475 Illustrationsand Maps.
wA"TED he most complete and comprehensive
Commentary on the entire Scriptures (in
EEPmeRsroREone vol.) ever published.  Price, 83.7%-
BuADLEY, GARRETSON & Co., Brantford, Ontario.

ORGAN BEATTY PIANO

RWOURBGANS 138 Stops, 3 set Golden Tongue Recdn, 8,
Knee Bwells, Walnut Case, warnt'd @ years, Stool & Book 898
New Planos, 8tool, Cover & Book, 8143 to $®GE. Before
youbuy begureto write me. lllustrated Newspaper sent Frecs

Address DANL, F, BEATTY, Washinoton, New Jersey.

On the Kansas Pacifie
Riilwsy. 3,000,000
Acres for Bale 10 the

“BUTTERCUP"” OVERSKIRT.

Agents Profit ger Week. Will

QOLDEN BELT.

$8to er acre. 11
ears gr’et&. Whens
2010 50 bushels ; Cornm
40 t0100 bush. per scre,
NoNMnanure neoded.
Good climate, pure water,
fine schools, churches,
and good society. Railroad and market facilities e;;:el-

lent. Mape and full information E. 088

'-GILiOBE. Land Commissioner, 8alina, Kansas
Perfumed Chromo &c. cards,

60 Mix:d cards & fine Pocket ngg "I]\lﬂ:gfnu::

Albmn, ticely bound in cloth, with fine designs of birds &, tic.

Gamwe Authors, 15c, 85 Jun & Escorting cards 10c. 20 Gold and

Silver Chromo &c. Imitation Russing Leath
Govos 6. Pack Age o'dn, 100, Clinton Bross Chiaten e to




