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“1fany man 2peak, tet him speuk an the oracles of God **
S Thae e love, that we waik aiter lug cotnmandments.”

VOL. VIiL COBOURG, JANUARY. 1854, NO. 1

REW YEAR'S GIFT POR EIG:TEEN HUNDRED AXD FIFTY FOUR.
AVDRLSS TO EACH PROFESSOR IN CANADA.

Intelligent professor : are yon by religions profession a Presbyter-
fan?  Ave youn Baptist 2 Are you a Congregationalist 7 Are you
w Wesleyan or Bpiseopal Methodist? or do you choose to be ealled by
some other name 2 Whatever be your profession. will yeu allow a
triend. wich a {riendly design. to ask you four slart questions :

First. Duees vot the Lord our Savieur teae’s tiat all his friends
ghould be united ? When he prayed as no one ever ¢id cither before ov
since, which prayer is vecorded in John xvii, his w-ids were and are,
“ [ pray. . . for: ) whoshall believe on me . . thac they nfay all
be one ; as thou. Father. art in me and I in thee ” Pouder. dear
reasler, these neglectod but solemn words from the iips of the Anthor
ot Ktervai Life.

Second. Car you satisfy yourself that it is hononving to the Re-
decmer to be krown by a e or ta aceept of 4 nawme, not authorined
by his divine apnsles 2 Jesas 13 warthy of ~all honr 7 Paul, though
au apostle, would not permit any one to take evon Lis name and
make it o Christian bad e, Kxamive: erurteous reoling friend. the
first chapter of Jst. Coriuthians from the 10th to “he 13th. verse.
also chapter third. 4th verse. and then candidly dcelde wiether an
insnired ambassador of Christ w:il uphold you in reccixing or wsing
Four present religions title  Thg fourlness for the various names of
our times is a sure indieation of rehizions disease : becuuse if the
Lord’s teaching in all things was rece.ved. and therefore cvery one
was tangit by Christ, ail wonld eyativ fava to be eatled by that name
or those names which the Great Masicr has approved. TFheevil is
not so much in the pam:s themse ~2x. bat each name indieates some
doctrine or practice contrary to the wholasame authority of the Lord,
resulting in keeping up division aud efiortauliy preventing wnion.

" Third. What are you attemnting to do iniarder to discourage di-
vision and promote union? While it is trus that seme have very
great inflacnce. and are there®ive very iavgely resyonsible. it is never-
theless trne that every mar iv nersonally acecuntable to the Lord for
what influence he possesses., and hence, are vou. resvected siv. as a
professed triend of Jesus: actineg in behaif o7 a restoration of religious
whiot according to- the power that the Lerd has given you?  If the
whole world were divisionists, and i alt :nen beside yourself wero on
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the side of existing ills, your duty would still be the same, to combat
division and contend for tho * one body” of Christ in the “unity of
the Spirit.”

Fourth. Considering the present divided state of Protestants—con-
sidering the numerous and grievous cvils cngendered and perpetu-
ated by these divisions—considering the sacred sanctions of Christ
and his apostles to plead for union—and considering that Clristianity
is wounded nigh to death by batred where love should reign ; strife
where there shou!d be peace ; bitterness where the sweet joy of
heave.: should dwell—will you not from this moment arouse and lift
up your soul on this tpoic,and join with celestial spirits, holy apostles,
and hallowed saints to give Jesus his rightful honor—pleading and
working for the onencss of his doctrine, the onencss of his istitutions,
the oneness of his.people, and the onencss of his purpose by the
gospel ?

Thinking reader ! rcligion can never triumph over the werld,
neither can it be perfectly enjoyed by the professing commanity, until
division ceases and umion takes the place of disscusion. Division
is but another name for corruption. PLare men, with the pure word
and doctrine of Christ, never divided They never could divide—
Youmust corrupt men, or what is the same thing. aliezate them from
the pure teaching and sacred institutions of the Lord Jesus. before
you can disunite ordivide them : as long as they are Christlike, re-
ceiving in humble simplicity his soul-zaving models and commands
without addition or subtraction, they stand umted and harmonious, ns
clusters on one vine or as grapes on one cluster.  And can a divided,
impure, flesh-striving people persuade others to join the Lord and re-
ceive his pure doetrine ?

Reader ! division istherefore a sin—a grand crime before bigh
heaven—an insult to the Redeemer—a vital offence against the
Author and Lord of our holy religion ; a tranagression which he must
visit with his own rightcous indignation and divine displeasure —

counsel of a well-wisher in the name of the religion of Jesus @ for
just in proportion as you uphold or countenance division ameng the
professed adberents of the Great King. in the like ratio ars  you
thwarting his purpose to convert mankind and arresting the legit-
imate means he Las devised to build up his people, bless ti:em and
make them a blessing throughout the world.

Christisn Professor, let not a remnant of the sin of Jeroboam, who
made Israel to sin, rest upon you. The Holy One of lsrael curred
Jeroboam for making or keeping up a division among bis people;
and can you look for a blessing in giving the slightest countensuee to
a division among the people of Christ, whem he prays for that they
may all be one. ‘

There is one Iead, and one Lawgiver. snd one Sacrifice for sin, and
one Mediator,uud one Gospel, and cre Faith, and one Spirit, and one
Baptism, and one Life in Christ, and one Body or Chureh, and one
Hope,and one Salvation, which is Eternal Redemption ;—and_thero
is one Inspired Volume showing us the one will of the one Divine

ST OUTRIRTTL L T T T I

Master in refererce to this oneness in things Spiritual and Kterzal.

Iow much of thisevil rests with you ¢ Examine yourself! Ttisthe @
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- there are such divisionsas at present exist among men who say they
" are following Jesns the only Redeemer. For not only are the en-

" dition-leading strifes.  With one of the distinguished men of the last”

{
{
O reader! where are you? Can you blow the trumpet of discord ‘
and party triumph, or will you give the true and certain soupd for |
holy harmony and inspired union? | '

The world, it has been affirmed, will not and cannot be convérted |
to Jesus until there is union among his professed people. Hére 'dré i
some of the reasons : A

1. Brror is the root or source of division. Truth does not alien-

ate men. Division is henee an infallible symptom of carnality or |

corruption. Intclligent men of the world, infidels, and moralists see

be it.

2. While the Presbyterian is excluding tke Independent, and the

Baptist the Methodist, and the Episcopalian the whole of them, their-
force is wealiened against the world, so-called ; for iustead of direeting
their encrgies against the unconverted ccmmunity, they are hot at
work keepiug up their own metes and boundaries, and frequently at-
tempting to vise sbove each other a8 parties, every one fully intent
on makivg it most evidert that his party is the true church. . -
3. The Lord designed that the undivided harmony of his people
should be a marked testimony to all the world that he was Messiah,
the Son of God, the Saviour of men ; ard by the endless and confused
jangles of the curreut professions, this capital evidence in respect to
Jesus being the Christ is practically lest to the world. :

this ; and they are determined to stand aloof from religion if tlis I

=g

4 Whatever truth there is among religionists, is. by veason of dis- ;'

sension, neutralized by a spirit so different from the spirit of Christ, !’
that even when eiforts are made to convert men, there is toe much |

feebleness and too little epiritual vigor to make what is done ef |

fectual.

have to be overturned and the religion of the only Saviour introduced
in their places, before it could be affirmed in truth that the world was
turned to the Lord.

[t may thierefore be pronounced a shame as well as a sin that

Jovments and living fruits of christianity mutilatcd, minced, and
murdered among proiessors themselves, but the world is stereotyped
in unbelief by reason of these shameful, Christ-diskonouring, and per-

century let us thevefore say, © Would to God that all -party names, -
and unseripturai plivases 2ud forms, which.have divided the- christian
worid, were forgot | and that we might all agree o sit down together,
as humble. loving dieciples, at the feet of our common Master, to hear ®
his word, to imbibe bis spirit, and to-transcribe his life in ourown I”

which should find a ready admittance to every  heart, 3nd which, too,"
should have the practical effect of locsening party ties and begetting

the true desire and active resolution to unite upon the broad prineiples ‘
of biblical truth. - S S

b

1
5. Yetif all the world were even to yield to existing systems of I
" religion in what i3 called christendum,many of these systems would |

These words are no other than the wordsiof John: Wesley : words: {:

D. OnipHANT.

LTI T B -
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* Plaec, out he is more, much more. Be is the Word who was mads

o
'

PR

THE RELIGION OF JESUS, NO.L
FIRST PRINCIPLES, NO. 1.

No one knows the Lord Jesus but as he learns himn. No one loves
Jonaus, but as he knows him. Noone obeys Jesus. but-as he loves him.
W first learn—ther we love—then we obey. This is heaven's or,
dér. Jesus is taught and we learn him ; we thercby see his love, and’
henco love him ; and we discover bis authority in his love and shere~
fore obey him. Unsaved friend ! allow your understanding. your
heart, yourself in full, to be addressed on the subject of Jesus' Re-
ligion in its first or elementary principles.

The religion of the Lord being more hiuman, it needs move. than a
kuman teacher to teach it. TFhe lessons of heaven must be: taught
from heaven and with the authority of icaven. An Kuglish teacher
can teach the English language ; 2 Frenchman acquainted with his
own national tongue is capable of teaching Freneh ; a comumon seience
can be taught by any one who studies and understands it ; and in-
deed every subject, object. science, art, or system properly belonging
to the present world. can be taught by men whe are of the world.—
But to learn Divine lessons we necd a Divine teacler. A Luman
teacher for earthly things—a Divire teacher for heavenly things.

Jesus therefore teaches his ewn religion. ¢« He whom God hath sent
speaketh the words of God.” So tLe great reformer. Joln the Bap-
tist, tells us, as reported by John the apostle, chap. iii. A& masterin

Tsracl might therefore with great prepriety call the Lord Jesus#a .
taaohersent from God.” Even his rankest cppesers were ecrstiain

ed to testify, # Never did man speak like him.”  Tle “ words of God »

are the words he speaks. “ He that hears me,"” says the Messiah, ,
“hears him that sent me.” The religion of Jesus therefore is to be

learned from himself; and since no other teacher is comypetent. he

kindly condescends to become the Great Teael:er of the sons of Adam. :

What a thought !—Jesus a Teacher, and men his pupils !

But whoig Jesus ? “ Who do meu say that I, the son of man. am 2 |

is aquery full of divine pith which originated with the Lord himself.

Yos, 512 quastion urges itself in the weighc of s mightiness wupon us, -

Wh wnd what is Fesus?  True, indeed, he is the Teacher sent from
God. speaking the words of God, and declaring God ; but he is more,
He is the Father's Apostle to the world ; but he is more. He is the
Chriz, of God ; but be is more. He is the Sacrifice for ain, the Ran-
som f.v all; bt he ismore. He is the Mediator between God and man,
the Ii :h Priest who Fas passed into the heavenms, the true Holy

"

flesh. {runanuel, God with us ; but he-is more. ITe is the Congueror of
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Satan, and holds the keys of deuth and hades ; he is the Resurree-
tion and the Life; he is exalted a Prince—a Savjour; he is the
Judz2who has jurisdiction over livine and dead ; he is the Head of
the Church ; the Chief Shepherd and Bishop of souls; Lord of all lords
Heir of all things ; he Opens and no man shuts, he Shuts and no man
opens ; his sceptre enduvrer forever ; he controls all things by the
Word of his Power; by ilimand for fim were all things created,
in him all the fulness of tnc Godhead dwells; he is the First and
the Last ; he is the only Lawgiv rwho is able to save and to destroy;
he is the Lord of All, sharing the Throne at the right hand of the
Mzjesty on High, angels, authoritics, thrones, dominions, prineipali-
ties, powers being subicet to his Supreme Rule. Heis the Divine
Hero who goes forth conguering and to conquer.  ITeis the Lord of
Life ; he is the King of saints;and he i3 the DPropitiation for our,
sins, the Redeomer of sinful men.

Rejoice, O reader, be glad O sinner, the same Jusus whom we
speak of as Supreme Teacher. whose authority spans heaven and earth
and whose Majesty is worshipped by the ]mrhcb:, aud noblest in the cc
lestial realums, * is the Author of an eternal salvation to all who obey
Lim” for « in him is life,” and * through him is preached the forgive-
ness of sins.”

Tnough crovned Lord of lords. and King of kings, a Priest, a
Prince, a Saviour, 2 Lawgiver Supreme, he assumes the humble office
of Teacher of men.  We sit ot his fect aud hear him speak and teach.

{tis an inexpressible privilege. The Lord grants ana approves it J 4

In tones of heavenly syw pathy the iavitation graciously proceeds
from his own mouth, * Come”—* Lwrn of me Wiata call! 1t is
the voice of the Lord ! ¢ I am meck and lowly of heart” says the

Divine Speaker ; draw near,learn of me, I invite you. * I and my |

Fatlier are oue:” * QO righteous Father, the world hath not kuown
thee, but I bave known thee. . . . I have declared thy name, and
will declare it.? ¢ This is life eternal, to know thee the only . true
God, and Jesus Christ whom thon bast sent” What learning and
ko owl«,d"e there is therefore with Jesus | He teac'ies ue himself, and
in he wriny and learning him, we hicur and learr: the Father. And
mark the scope and purpose of this knowledge.  How boundless, how
blissfal | Itisin order to life eternal. He in w.om are ¢ all the
treasares of wisdom and knowledge,” becomes our Teacher to teach
us God and himself, to give us everlasting life. . It is therefore-
divinzly appointed that we obtain * all things pertaining to life and

]

ol

gndliness thrw'rh the knowledve of him” who tl.u s cal‘s us to by

- - = o - - - - et
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partakers of his glory. Hence God our Saviour wills € all men to
come to the knowledge of the truth,” because through it is the life, the

righteousness, the happiness he offers to man.
Truly then shall we not call this great knowledge, by a Great

Teacher, for a great object. When therefore tke Lord says, * Come,
learn of me,” who can or will say nay ? Rather, shall we not say
with a prompt pupil and disciple, “ Liord, to whom shall we go ?¥—thow
hast the words of eternal life”  Jno. vi. 63.

But is there no medium through which the religion of heaven may
be known, loved, and realized but by learning it? Must we have
lessons, hear them, acknowledge and own them ; and is there no other
way of realizing the religion of Christ and its blessings?  Whai, then,
shall we say of the sermons and sermonizers of the times that tell us
of the influences of heaven arnd the joys of religion in the heart with.
out teaching ? Paul doubtless answers this question, when, in spoak-
ing to Titus, be charitably says that “there are mauny vain talkers
and deceivers . . . teaching things they ought wnot.” Iivery popu-
lar teacher, indeed, expects his teaching to be honored, znd lovks for
full confidence in himself by what he affirms ; but, though asking and
expeeting this for his own teaching, he unaccountaliy throws the

darkest uncertainty upon the teaching of the Lord Jesus,and Leddiy

deeclares that the religion of Jesus is not fully taught by Jesus i—
There are many, alas ! too many, in the present year of grace, who are
thus * teaching things they ought not” as says Paal in kis epistie o
the evangelist in Urete. .

Paul's charity, as he thus spezks, is much needed in this generation.
The spiritual instructors of the nincteenth century Lave ncre as-
surance than those of oid, and rely move perfectly ou current tra-
ditions, when they zcalously affirm that the knowledge of the Lord
Jesuc comes from other sources tham frem himself  Avd hae it
should be said that the whole of the Christian 1clipicn cong'sis in
learning Jesus.  To know him is to know all.  And ne o2 c.udisown
Jesus more cffectually than to disown himas the Teacher of Lls cwn
religion. DBut the apcient doctors of the law rejecicd Jesus in one
way and the modern doctors reject him inanother. The first refused
to hear him as the Great Teacher, because they admitted not his
claims as Messizh ; their brethren in this age professedly acknowledge
hie to be the promised Chris!, but recognize him not as the sole and
all-sufficient Teacher to unfold to us his own religion.  Jusus, there
fore, was rejected and is rejected by the decters. who lad and who
have “ a zeal of God, but not according to knowizlg:”

& Hear him” says the voice of the Father as e spesks dircetly

- oo wa - c e dedes m——— - - —
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from heaven : “ this is my beloved Son ; hear him.” See Mat. xvii.
Yot Jesus is not heard. Who, . these traditionary times, hears him
as the Infallible Teacher ¢ The voice from the Excellent Glory dies

upon the ears of men, and the Lord Jesus speaks but his word is  dis- |

. regarded. The proclamation from the Eternal Throne says, ¢ Behold,

" Jesus is my Son, my Beloved ; he speaks all my will, h car him ’'—

Moses resigns his commission as heaven's only true teacher, and in

.. prophesy testifies, “ A Prophet like ut.to me shall the Lord your God :

raise up . . . him shall you niear in allthings :"—the ancient prophets,

one and all, gave their evidence, Peter says, that he is to be believed

{therefore HEARD) in order to salvation through his name :—the won-
ders and miraculous works he performed while in the flesh all witness
for him that he ought to be ncarp ; ¢ the same works that I do” says

. he ¢ bear witness of me:"—the living Spirit as it unveiled mysteries

- and opencd out and illustrated the whole message cf divine truth

lent the weight of its utterance and the energy of its power to make
good the capital announcement that Jesus is to benearp:— the apos-
tles spent their lives in-attesting that the ¢oice of Jesus1s THE vVoICE
oF Gop, and that to hear, learn, and bonor him is to hear, learn and
honor heaven’s whole will ;—and yet, though the Father thus declares
though Moses thus testifies, though all the prophets thus speak, though
Christ's own miracles thus evince, though the Spirit thus witnesses,

though the apostles thus plead, yet, notwithstanding all, Jesus the Sove- '

reign Lord is unheard and dishonored ; in other words he isnot heard,
heeded, and Lonored as the all-sufficient and alone sufficient Great
Teacher of the religion of this dispensation.

Why, respected reader, do we dwell on this theme ? Why insist on

; learning Jesus by hearing him, and hearing him as the Teacher who

came down from heaven, whose abode is heaven, aad the only Teacher
in universal realms who can teach us the way of life ? Because dog-
tor A. says, ¢ Hear Moses; and his brother doctor B. says, ¢ Hear
the prophets ;” and clergyman C. speaks up with a full voice, saying,
¢ Hear the wisdom of Solomon ;’ and minister D. devoutly exclaims,
¢ Hear the Psalmist David ; and preacher E. testifies and says,‘ Hear
God as he confers with Abrabam ;' no, says the ordained F. we must

; ¢ Hear the law at Sinai and the gospel too;” bishop G. draws down
. his brow and adds, ‘Hear also the canons of the Zpiscopal Church;’ at
. this the ¢ Reverends” I, I, J., K, L, and M. together with N

and O., speak all at once and say, each for himself, with loud voice,
‘Hear our creed ;' the zealous and lately converted P. says, ¢ Hear a

i voice in the field or in the woods ;’ brother Q. with as great emphasis
.8ays, ¢ Hear that dream ;' and says professor R., ¢ Hear that revival-

— SSITo LTI =
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ist ;’ and exhorter 8. adds, ‘Hear the Bible in general, the converting
vision, the revivalist, our discipline, ¥nd the experience of the good ;' no
interposes Mr. T. in a differente},* Hear Baron Swedenhourg

and says friend U. in a slow and respectful voice, ¢ Hear George Fox
and the Spirit ' never mind who you hear, says moralist V., ¢ Hear
the precepts of moral goodness wherever you find them ;' and adds W,
¢ Hear everybody, and have charity, and good feelings, and piety, and
heaven is sure ; but X, who is full sceond cousin to a skeptie, says,
: Hear the volume of nature as well a<revelation ;) but Me. Y., who is

b}

! an eut and out faskionabic ehristian. whispers,* Hear whateveris pop-

ular and travel to Caavan respeetably s’ you are all wrong. rejoins the
J = J

i ecclesiastical Z,¢ Ilear the fathers, and the Fatlier of fathersin

Rome,—hear our church and be saved”

Can Jesus be recognizad as 11 rracunz while christendom is thus
map’d, divided, and led?

Reader, amid this unsatislactory clashing and babelie rivaliy of anw
thority, wherein we find Paul's prej hesy fuifilling when he testified

- - B
' that “ the time shall’come wiicn they shall heap to themselves teach
i ers,” it devolves upon us to cnthiruue the Lord Jesus in our affections -

as Master supreme, and inok to him solely and only for lessons on
christianity. The Patriarchs, the Jewish lawgiver, and the Prophets
have their place, and wo may view and use them as our Great Teacher
authorizes ; but he is Lord of il aud it is our high privilege to hear
bim both as the auther and teacher of the new institution.

D. Ovienast.

Victory, N. Y., Dec. 25th.

— e
CHRISIIAN UNION.
( Concluzed from Nox., No., page 286.)

The next instance of crccd-making was in the reign of Heary
VIIL andhis immediate suecessors. This is said to have formed
the dawn of the Reformation. which haseventuated in the formation
of the Episcopal church in Fagland and in these United States, with
which also the Mecthodist Kpiscopal church is identified.

After having been marricd to Catharine of Arragon for a number of
yoars. Henry VIIL b:cam:attached to Anne Boleyn, 2nd petitioned
the Pope to divorce him from Catharine that he might marry Anne,

. which the Pope refused or delayed.  Ue then obtained a sentence

annulling his marriage from Bishop Cranmer. The Pope rescinded
Uranmer's sentenced and excommunicated the king. This induced
Henry and his parliament to pass an act abolishing the Pope’s power
in England, and by another act they declared the king supreme head
of the church, and all the authority of which the Pope was deprived
in England was vested in, and assumed by Henry.

e et e e e = e et
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Edward VI. the son of Jane Seymer, Miccecded his father, Henry
VIIL tothe throne, when nine yearsold. He wao a good little boy,
and friendly to the Protestants. He and his bishops did something
towards forming and improving the chureh of England. Mary, daugh-
ter of Catharine of Arragon, succeeded him, restored the suprem-
acy of the Pope of Rome, and beheaded Cranmer and others.  After
Mary, came to the throne Elizabeth. daughter of Anne Boleyn, who
restored the enclesiastical order appoivtcd by her father, and was the
first female Pope of Bugland ; for she © arrogated to herself that eccle
siastical supremacy over the faith and worship of her subjects which
before was supposed exelusively to beiong to the court of Rome.”
The bishops and cleray ware so far from having any hand in forming
the present established church of Eigland or in ordaining its rites
and articles of fuith, that it was done not only without them, bus in
actual opposition to them. The parliament und the queen alone
established her supremaey and the common prayer-book, in spite of
all opposition from the bishops in the House of Lords; and the conve-
cation then sitting wasso fur from having any thing to do. in those
claureh articles for reformation, that it presented to Parliament several
propositio 1s in behalf of the tenets of popery, directly coutrary to the
proceedings of parliament

Such is the pure spiritual origin, if I mav speak ironically, of the
Episcopal chureh of England and of these United States.  Arc there
not many of the marks of the Beast upon it ? Inthe church of Jhrist
he is the sole head, founder and lawgiver: all authority and juris-
diction are in him and flow {rom him ; but in the church of England
the king or queen is - supreme hoad. possessing all power to exercise
all manuer of ecelesiastical jurisdietion, and archbishops, bishops, and
archdeacons, anl other ecclesiastical persons bave no maunner of
jurisdiction ecclesiastical. but by and uunder the king’s majesty, whe
has full power and authority to hear all manuer of causes ecclesias-
tical, and to reform and corract all vice, sin, errors, leresies and
abuses whatever.” 23th Hearyviii ch. 1. 37th Henry viii ch, 17,
Ist Eliz. ch. 1. The bishopsfor these United States, after the Rev-
otution, could not be ordzined in England without the consent of his

. ecclesiastical supremnacy, George IIL and it was with dificulty that

the succession could be obtained on that account.

In consequence of this supremacy, the king or queen has power to
excommunicate froin, or re-admit into the church, independent of, yea,
in direet opposition to. all its bishops and clergy. They revoke, if
they please, any spiritual censuvre ; suspend or cxcommunicate any
bishop or other clerey ; and by proclumation. without repentance, can
restore the vilest offenders to the bosom of the church. They have
power to forbid all preaching for a time. as did Henry VIII. Edward
VI queens Mary and Elizabeth ; to limit, instruet, and prescribe to
the clergy what they shall and what they shall not preach, as did
Elizabeth, James I, Charles, and king William. Such is the channel
of legitimacy through which Episcopalians allege that the apostolic
succestion has been handed down to them, wbo, with the Roman
Catholics, assume the exclusive right to preach the word of God and

to administer the ordinances of the new Testaruent by virtue of this i;
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pure spiritual legitimacy, a ';’ shis, too, in these United $tates | Can
that be the church of Christ!Yvith such a head to it, which exalts
itself above all that is called God !

Ho who reads Jones’ History of the Church of Christ, the history
of that society of christians which we see deseribed in the Acts of the
Apostles andin the Apostolic Epistles, which has beer persecuted
since Constantine by such secular ecelesiastical establishment as that of

- she English episcopacy, will readily perceive that the church of Christ

is quite a different thing from such hierarchies, and that their creeds
and confessions have noclaim to divine authority, but are reprobated
by it. Tt will be scen that that which has been deseribed by Mosh.

- eunand Milner as the church of Clrist has been the beastly persecu-
* tor of his church.

The M:tholist Srizy and systera was first formed in 1723 by

“ the association of John and Charles Wesley and some other persons,

for religious excreises and their own improvement in reading the
seriptures. Their regularity and seriousness proeured for them the
name of Altho cists.  Mr. Wesley gives us the following acconnt of
Methodism :—+ The first rige of Methodism (s0 ealled) wasin Novem-

~ ber, 1729, when four of us met togetherat Oxford ; the sccond was at

Savaunal, in April, 1730. twenty or thirty persons met at my house;
the last was at London on this day. (viz. May 1, 1738.) when forty

. orfifty of us agreed to meet tozether every Wednesday cvening, in

. order toa free conversation, begun and ended with prayer” From

1760 to 1799, several persons of Mr. Wesley's society emigrated
from England and Iveland and settled in various parts of America.
During the war batween England and America 21l communication
between the two societies was cut off  This was very much felt by
the American Methodists. Mr Acbury, the senior minister. was im-

portuned to take proper measures that the socicties might enjoy the .

privileges of other churches, by the ordination of ministers. This he

. refused because of his attachment to the church of England. Oun this,

a majority of the preachers scparated from him and chose out of

-, themselves three senior breihren, who ordaired others by the imposi-

tion of hands. Mr. Asbury prevailed on them to return, and by a
vote at one of their conferences, the ordination was declared void.
Afier the war Mr Wesley drew up a plan of church government. &e.
for the American Methodists. and ordained Dr. Coke a joint supzr-
intendent with Mr. Asbury over the Methodist connexion in North
America. The reason Me. Wesley assigned for this measure was the
following, which he gave in answer to a question put to him by
William Jones, a chaplain of lord bishop Horn, in the following
words : “ Whether it was true that he (Wesley) had invested two

" gentlemen with the episcopal character, and had sent them in that

- charaeter to America 7 “ Assoon,” said Mr. Wesley in answer, “as !
Yy

we had made peace with America, and allowed them their indepen-
dence, all religious connexion between this ceuntry and the inde-

pendent colonies was at an end ; in consequence of which the secta- |

ries-fell to work to increase their several parties—and the Anabap-

" tists, in particular, were carrying all ‘befors them.—Something wae

thercfore to be done, without loss of time, for this poor people (aa he
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" Qeots. Their aid was offered on eondition that the Parliament and

. oathto be orthodox in doctrine agrecably to the word of Ged ; and in

" tions in Londor.” ¢ The name of baptist,” as is observed by Adams

. desien was to reform Episcopacy to the standard of former times.
" Bat the interests of parliamen$, in opposition to king Charles I,

ocalled them)in America ; and he had therefore taken the step in
question with a hope of preventing further disorders.” Thus Mr.
Wesley, who was only a presbyter, consecrated two bishops, which
was complained of by bishop Horn in his eharge to the clergy of Nor-
wich. Sce Jones' Life of Horn in Horn’s works, vol. i. q. 161. and
vol iv. q. 52.

I frankly confess that Mr. Wesley had as much of a divine right to
ordain bishops, to form a creed, to make a book of discipline, and to
ordain and establigh ritee and cercmonies in the church. as the pope
of Ram2 and all his cardinals had ; or as had Heunry VIIL. and pope
Flizabeth with their parliaments and bishops ; or as had parliament
with the Westmingter Assembly, who made the Presbyterian Con-
fession of Taith ; or as had the seven Baptist churches of London,
or the one hnndred churches who composed the Philadelphia Confes-
gion of Faith. In behalf of the Liord Jesus Christ, who is the one
laweiver. and head of the ahurch, however, I aver that all these powers
have heen exercised without right, and in opposition to his authority ;
and any man who submits to them as authoritative in religion, wor-
shins the imace of the Beist and bears his name. .

“The Westminster Confession of Faith was formed by the West-
minster Assembly. which was convened as an ceclesiastical council of
parliament in 1643 The ordinance which convened them stated that
they were ¢ to ho consulted with by parliament for settling the go-
vernment and liturgy of the Church of England.” Its professed

hecame so reduced that they were obliged to call in the aid of the

the Westminster Assembly would abandon Episcopacy, and attempt
the establishment of Presbyterianism, which at length they advane-
ed into jus divinum. or a divine institution, derived expressly from
Christ and the apostles.  On the 17th of August, 1643, the Solemn
Teaguce and Covenant, embracing these objects, was delivered into
the assembly by Dr. Henderson. It was adopted by parliament
and sent over the three kingdoms to be sworh to and signed. The
objects stated in the covenant wacre to “promote the extirpation of
popery, prelacy, heresy, schism, scepticism. and idolatry, and endeaver
a union betsween the kingdoms in one confession of faith. one form of
church government, and one directory of worship. They took an

discipline to do what they should conceive would be most to the glory
of God and the zood and peace of the church.” The Westminster
Confession of Faith was the result of this holy alliance. The General
Assembly of the Presbyterian church in these United 8tates. say, in
their minutes of 1824, in reference to the Westminster Assembly,
that © its members were full of the Holy Ghost" whea they produced
that Confession. ,

The Baptist Confession of Faith was published in Zondon in 1648,
not under the name of a baptist confession, but “ of seven congrega-

in his History of the Religious World, * isonly ef modern date and of
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looal application.” Anabaptists and anti-paido-baptists had been
the usual epithets by which christia-s who believed that the immer-
eion of believers was baptism, had been called by their opposers.

They professedly published the confession of faith for the information !
and satisfaction of those that did not understand what their principles |

were or had not entertained prejudices against them. and persecuted
them, on aceount of sentiments which they did not entertain.

In their confussion they say, # We confi-ss that we know but in part:
to show us from the word of God. that which we sec not, we shall have
cause to be thankful to God and to them. But if any man shall im-
pose upon us any thing that we sce not to be commanded by.our Lord
Jesus Christ, we should. in his strength vither embrace all reproaches
and tortures of men. and if it were nossible. to die a thousand deaths,
rather than do any thing against the truth of God. or against the
light of our own conscienees.”” They did not assnme or bear the nama
of baptists; but professed themselves to he baptisea congregations.

THE NEW ALTAR.
- A WesLeyay's Tesriiony Agamst 1r!
Athol, 12t% Dec., 1853,

To tae ProrLr wituin Pictoy Circuit :

RusrEcTED Friennps, ox~ axp ALL :=—Wheon on. the

beginning of last month, 1 adl.es «d a letter to friend McFadden, |
.it was to be expected in the natural course of things that my fieslk

ness in comparing the customs of men with therinstitutions of Jesus
would not be well received, at least by those who think it wise to
mix and intermix tlie couvnscls of earth with the counselsof heaven.

I am not therefore surprised that all the preachers on the Picton
circuit, both traveiling and local, as far as known to me are moare or
less engaged in the work of diverting the minds of their favorites from

the substance and sentiment of said letter, and zealously intent on

casting cdium on my name by reason of being its author and pub-
lisher. It sccmsthatit is thousht to be casier to ercate a hostile feel
ing towards the writer of the lctter than to review and answer what
1g written. It appears that it is morc convenient to call me by some
obrnoxious name thau to enlist the voice of seripture to uphold the
modern converting altar, It costs little, and is thought to be quite
religious, to say that Olipliant bas made an unchristian attack, bas
vrritten maliciously, is a speculator, and that every diseiple lives by
agitation and battle ; and it demands neither talent nor learning to
ridicule the principle of honoring the same cause now that Peter
and others honored some eighteen centuries ago ;—but it is a severe
tax upon the friends of the new altar, adopted within a few years, to
cite a word from either Old or New Covonant in its favor,or show in
any way that God basappointed or approves i.
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Yes, yes—it has long been considered & pious and speedy way of
disposing of a man who pleads the authority of the Lord against the aun-
thority of men, to call him a heretic and hence burn, stone, crucify,
or falsely accuse him. This, it must be confessed, is a shorter mode
of answering his arguments than to appeal to God’s law.  Stephen of
old, full of the Spirit, was replied to in this manner ; the stones that
shattered his body and sent him to a happicr world were the hard ar-
guments that his opponents gave him in return for what he spoke in
desus’ name. 1erod’s sword was hig only effectual argument againsg
James. And the reigning emygaror of Rome was more than a match
for Paul according to the same logic ; for the weapons of the apostolic

. champion were mighty ouly through God to the pulling down of the
! strong holds which could be taken and subdued by truth, but the Ro-

man Ruled had power to keep the apostle in chaing and finally award
him the martyr’sdoom. And the active citizens of the great Baby-
lon have always regarded Bible men as worthy of dungeons, prisons,
bars, ur well kindled fagzots, and so frec themselves of these trouble-

some members of the community. And as the lovers of traditions |
arc the most appropriate judges of whut will promote their interests, i

and know best what will preserve the wares in which they deal, why

e

\

should any man who loves the truth murmur at being buffeted because -

of it 2

But, courteous reader, whatever may be said in favor of Mr. McFad-
den or against D. Oliphant, remember that both these persons will
shortly pass off the stage of action and go to an unchanging reckoning
with the great Lord ; and forget not that youwiso*have a solemn-ac-
count to settle with the same Master. He who will examine and cast
up our account, rendering to  every man as his works shall be," has
been mercitully pleased to let us all know how he will reckon with
us. He will judge us by the gospel that Paul preached, as he intimates
in Rom. 4. 16; and hence the cardinal importance of every man being
acquainted with apostolic truth, not only in order to the prescnt
salvation, but also that salvation which is to be realized at the Lord’s
coming. The gospel as developed by the inspired Twelve is every
way safe-—authoritative—effectual ; for Jesus the Lord is its author.
If this be so, it needs no help from doctors who deal in newly-devised
bye-laws. If this be so, it needs nothing taken from it by regulars
who bleed and blister. The gospel therefore, as the medicinc{of the
soul, demsuds no addition and allows no subtraction. It isto be
taken at its par value, “the power of God”—the power of God for
what 2 Let the apostle auswer, “ the power of God unto ealvatien.”

What | is the gospel God's power to this.end ? Do you mean to say,

N ensmen
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P that the gospel is the divine mstrumentahty for the purpose of
S-. ng men who believe it 2—and what shen shall we do with the
anxious seat, the altar of Minister McFadden and others at Iast
Lake, Bloomfield, and Pieton? O, beloved apostle to the Gentiles,

will you not, in the Lord’s name, allow the protracted meeting altarin |

addition to the gospel ¢ Or otherwise will you not permit this altar
to be used in place of some portion or part of the gospel ?

Listen to Paul's answer as he begins with the inspired David's

words : “ Blessed is the man whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose ..

sins are covercd ;" and this blessedness, says the apostle, * is of faith” !

or of the gospel which is the subject of faith, and “to hi- that be-

lieveth on Him that justifies the ungodly his faith is counted for :

rightcousness,” and hence we are ** justified by faith” and “have access
by faith into this grace” of the Lord Jesus. Now faith Is convietion
ard confidence by thz word of the living God. Therefore Jesus being

preached as the Justifier—his justification being reccived through !

faith—this faith being the reception of him as Teacher, Sin-offering,
Mediator, Lord, Lawgiver—and hence this faith being only as long
and as broad as the divine testimony, the new altar is excluded : for
the divine testimeny does not include it: rather the apostle says in
terms clear and expressive * whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” TFor
these scriptures see Rom. iv. 5, 7, 16; v. 1, 2; xiv. 23.

- To make the foregoing still more plain, or at least to impress its

plainness, let us particularly consider Jesusin his sublime axtubutc l
of Teacher, the Great Teacher, the sole True Witness, as pertaining |

to spiritual and® eternal life. Truth and life—life and truth—are
equelly with him; and all truth—all truth which is life-giving, pro-
cceds from him. Qur hearts take hold of this truth by faith ; and our
faith, thus resting in his truth, stands no in the wisdom of men, but
in the power of God. OQur faith is in Jesus by his truth,and his truth
we havo seen comes only from himsclf as the Great Teacher. Butin
his truth there is nothing said about a converting altar ; therefore those
whe have faith in it or by it have not faith produced by Jesus’ truth,
and therefore not being produced by his truth it has nothing to do in
connecting us with him as the Redeemer. Yousee, reading friend, that
Christ is Teacher as well as Redeemer ; and henee anything he has
not taught is no pa.t of his will ; and therefore as the modern altar
has not been taught by him, faith in it is not faith in his truth or faith
in him by his truth.

The altar however is not simply worthless. It is a species of re-

buke to Jesus: for it virtually says that heis not an infallible
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T eacher and failed to say enough regarding the means to be employ-
ed to convert men.
A means so important to convert sinnersas the altar is considered,

ought not to be thought and canuot be thought o trifling affair.  Let .-
us look at this altar and its uses: lst. The Spirit is said to come :
down at thia altar ; 2nd. Professors are to pray with peculiar effect -

for the conversion of souls at this altar ; Srd. Whe struggles of in-
quirers are supposed to be more powerful and successful at this altar ;
and 4th. The anxious and the sin-distressed, in auswer to their own
prayers and the prayers of their teachers and Lelpers, obtain, it is
understood, the blessing of pardon at this altar.  This then, as will
be perceived, is no trifling altar; and assurcdly no man, whether

a friend ora foe, should be backiward in speaking of its claims and :

enquiring int> the grounds on which it rests. An aliar whero the

* Spirit descends—an altar where professors pray with greater efficacy

STIIT

for sinners—an altar where inguivers wrestle acceptably to God—an

altir where the sinner that mourraan.! praysfindsi i< guilt removed and ..
his sins remitted—is an importans place ; and not a man on the face

of the globe should be ignorant of suck aninstitution.

But how comes it to pass that the friends of thismeans to regerer- i

ate are so dumb when the authority of the Lord is asked forit? Nay,
why does Mr. Miller,a co-minister with Mr. MceTadden, testify against
the recent institution by intimating that there i3 no preceptforitin
the inspired Book 2 ¥riend Miller, in a public intcrview, both at
Cherry Valley and at a meeting cast of it, gave his witness strongly

against Mr. McFadden and the aliar by testifying that therc was the [

2o
saine divine authority for it as for a printing press.  This is a capital
admission on the part of a ministerini fricnd of this modern place of
conversion. The religion of Jesus Christ. in all its fulness and power
was developed to Jews and Gentiles, bond and free, tull fourtcen hun-
dred years beforea printing press was known ; and the last apostle
wrote his last letter at least thirteen bundred years befure the Ger-
mans erected a press to print it—abundant proof that there is neither
precept for, nor example of, using a printing press m the seriptures.
Mr. Miller, then, graciouly telly ug that Mr. McFadden foliowed the
apostles at the Kast Lake altar just as muel as the apostles printed !
That will do, fricnd Miller, thou hast said enough—pronounced sen-

tence against yourselfand Mr. McFadden too, and all who worship !

at the new altar. Thank you for your assistance in overthrowing
the altars which are not of divine appointment. See Deut. vil. I-5,
also Deut. xii. 1-3, and also Judges vi. 23-31.

Trom various quarters and by divers persons I hear of a comparison
being made between the press and the new altar. It is apparently
considered good sound argument and cxcellent divinity to eonvert men
by a way unknown to the apostles because we use the press, which they
used not. Let “ us condescend to men of low degree” and answer the
argument of these reasomers. A few sentences may suffice. The
religion of Jesus is fourteen hundred years older than printing presses,
A press therefore cannot be any part of that religion. No one, 30
far as known to me,regards a printing office as an institution of the
Christian church. Jesus would be found in every printing office were
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it an institution appointed by him ; for he is, authoritatively. in every
ordinance or institution lic has been pleased to appoint. The press,
like the telegraph. is a valuable human art, a mouth-picce of immense
power, employed sometimes for good but often for evil; but neither of
those arts is considered by any intelligent man as an institution of
the Lord. o convert men by telegraph !—to make saints by com-
position and press-work ! O ye wise men, tell it not in Picton, pub-
lish it not in Cobourg, lest the Philistines in Canada turn your wis-
dom into langhrer.

But the religion of the Lord Jesus, was established by his own inspir-
ed preachers. The apostles give a preeept for, orun example of. every
institution in order to the enjoyment ¢f Christ’s favour—every institu-
tion nceessary to the conversion of sinners and the uphuilding of saints.
Al who bow dowen to an dtar of modern anthority in off et deny that
the apostles delivered all precepts and all examples requusite 10 conver -
ston anlelificitire. Taey treat the appointments of tha everlasting
Lord as though they were not perfect when they came from him. and
as though they were like the arts and scicnees to be modelled and im-

tx)

; proved by mon !

Even in the #n0d work of writing the apnstles and evangelists of
inspired memory have laft us an example.  No I-sg thau cight of the
holy heralds of the Liord's truth employed the pen We arcall priv-
ileged to partake of the benefit of their labors. They wrote to the
world al larze. and they wrote to the congregations of the saints. The
truth coneerning Jesus given by Matthew in writing. first published
among the Jews, was. doabtless. asoffensive to many of them s a let-
ter of mine las been to numerous friends of a new altar. Did the
apostle attack the chief priests and the Jewish nation by his written
narrative 7 He must have done so, if some late logie be valid and re-
liable. Or did Paul attack the whole people of Athens when he spoke
pretty plainly respecting on altar he found among them ?

We will not, respected reader, forget the all-importint point, that
the protracted meeting aliar must stand or fall by divine sanction,
and this divine #anction is the will of Jesus as he hasexpressed it, and
this expressed will is through Peter and Paul. John and Jawes, and
and their apostolic brethren. These inspired men hold in their hands
& measuring ro-l to test all ¢hings claiming to be religious. The Holy
Spirit spoiie all truth by them, and they have sent all truth to us
that they wore intructed with.  The seripturces, then. are the measure
3f apostolic truth, and this apestolic truth is the whole truth asit is in

rsus.

Now, when we ask an honest Roman why he confesses to the priest,
ho frankly tells us that the Roman church has enforced it, and he
says,and he says like a man, that the sanction of his chureh is all-suf-
ficient. The chureh, he believes, is superior or at least equal to the
scriptures ; and hence he sincerely appeals to the authority of the
caurch. Well, then, he is safe, according to his own principle, with-
out the sanction of the seriptures. He asks not, Do the' scriptures
teach it? but he asks. Does the church appoint and sanction it  De-
voutly and sincercly he rests in his belief. But Protestantism has
.uooapted the Bible as a guide instead of the laws of the ecclesiastical
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fathers. And Mr. Wesley was a full-grown Protestant when he af-
firmed concerning the Boolk of divine truth, * Whatsocver is tiot found
therein, nor proved thereby, is not to be required of any man” I fe-
spond heartily to the sentiment, that nothing is to be required of any
man but what is either found in the Book in express terms or made
good by a comparison of different passages.

Butisit so that the Lord has ever acknowledsed on sltar which
was crected by a conjecture—an inference—a far-fetehed Jeduetion 2
Isso important a part of the mecans to convert snneps as the
anxious seat is sail $o Le —is such a* m.ans of grae.” 1Tt to by ascertaine
ed by a mere linking tog:ther of mantal ¢raclusiong?  Did not tne
Lord, for over four thousand years, invariably deserils in express
terms every altar he desived to be erected ? ag well as reveal how to
wor=hip thereat 2 Aud is light receding from us and darkFness taking
the place of light. 32 that it bacomes v, in thesedays ol th: chr's'ian ace
to find out one of God's altara by mere inference ? Witl a man ¥isk his
soal at an altar th‘at tuc ]:nrd, has not expressly eonmandsd 2 What
says the Tiord to tie Jewish ministers. the ~ Reverend” I etors and
Phavisces, when they complained of him not teaching Lis disciples
more reverence 1o the customs of the times?  Mear his reply as he
quotes cue of their own prephets, © In vain do they worship me [no-
tice, they did worship} teaching doctrines the commandments of men.”
Reader, this passage you will find in our orthodox Bibles!

Oue reason why iy lettor of last month gave such uneasineas to
some. 3. that they feel conscious that the seriptures afrd 1o evi-
dence in fivor of the new way of conversion. It iz hard tosay that
1615 10y bauglit in the Book of life when pruof is 8 vght-—ii is notpleas-
a7 to say to a Bible reader that it is a gnod institation although not
found among Leaven's vules—it is very distasteful tosuy with the
sincere friend of the new St. Peter that it is to be used because i i3
sugetioned by authority of the chureh—it is difiicult to show that it
has been revealed from heaven sinee the ehivistian relizion was insti-
tuted—it is distressing to yield so far as to clags 1t among traditions
——it is not safe to affirm that it is right because many have felt bappy
at it, for the disciple of Mahomet feels happy in his monjue  Verdy,
then. my letter is a very ungracious instrutaent ; for it testifies that
the altar, if of God, must have his authority ; and reflecting peonle
will see that there is nosuch sanction for it As Noal's dave found
oo rest for the sole of her feet while the earth was yet flonded, thera
being only one safe place—the ark, so the fricuds of i recently
made place for convert-making. find themselves at a Yoss for
to prove that they are not on the wing, as it respests God’s wuthority.
Still, the altar is loved, though unauthorized of heaven, aud hence I
nay turn to its ardens adherents and join Paul in usking, ~ Have I
become your enemy because I tell you the truth 7 .

Yet said epistle, it ought to be remembered. may be pressed into
the service of the altar, because it furnishes a favorable ground-work
forits defence and the realization of its elaims. Let the volume of
cternal truth be opencd ; and let the batteries of the Lord be brought

to bear upen my “ attack,” and let the altar, be resened from the hands
of the Philistines, if indeed Iam ihe Philistice and {ricud McXadden |

samethil
someihing.




+ device, used as a divine institution; and as the Lord has always hon-

20 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. !

at Mr. Miller's evidence.

Reader, care not whether my letter be an attack or not. If indeed |
any one persuade you that it is an attack, reflect that the worst that ‘
ean be said of it, is, that it attacks what a Wesleyan minister says is
not revealed in the seriptures. It therefore simply strikes ata human

ored those who honor him, and accounts himself honored when his
word is revercnced and oheyed, neither Fou nor I need fear to bear a
decided yet respectful testimony against this newly ereated institution.
“ Well dune, good and faithful servant,” will be said to those who
in all things honor Jesus by honoring his authority.

It should however ke added, that the new place and new meana of |

i
conversion result in a naw order of converts. I grant indeed, very |

joyfully grant, that « the inward present salvation” originaliy preach-
ed by Meihodist reformars was a step toward the trath, especially in
view of the unfeeling oulward mockeries of a state church.  Let all |

the people say amun to a salvation that is ¢ fnward” as well ag out-

ward, a salvation = present” as well as future; beeause the holy
Book so teaches. Churist’s religion is spiritual. It is received by

the gospe! which is addressed to the whole man to conform him to

Jesus, heart. head, and hand —body, soul, and spirit.  Yet how much
. v ! . . LA ? . 4 <
of this gospel of the kingdom is wnderstood, reccived, realized, obeyed.

enjoyed at thic altar of which we speak 2 Does not the machinery of -
this ¢ eoniusivit  of tongues'—this voung babcl—prevent gospel

knowledye. goapel faith. gospel spirituality. gespel paace, gospei obe.
dience, guspal hiope, and gospel attachment to the Lord's house with -
all its sucred and sanctifying furniture 2 % The tree tabernacle,
which the Lol plechiaband wobman is that for which we plead §
and let all to whom these prusents come examine our testtmony and
compare it with the Loru's 1scacaringreed, his own word, which lives
and abides forever.

Friend Woolscy. now cn the ecircuit,is preaching I am informed,
both from the pulpit and from house to house, against my epistle of
last mouth. He has, Ilearn, mueh to say against the devil ; and be
intimates that the letter 1 have published is in some form connected
with that Dol perdasge. I have a query for friend Woolsey.
If an agent or messenger of satan recommends the Book of God more

than & preacher, where will the prezcher be when the Lord comes ? '

With love to all, but supreme love for truth.
D. Owutpuaxt.

JOHN FLETCHER AGAINST JOHN CALVIN.
Hear what the celebrated Tletcher, eo-operant with Wesley, says :
in his ¢ Seripture-Scales” :— }

REeasox should alone, onc woeuld think, eonvince us that St. Paul, |
in Rom. ix. does not plead for a right in God soto Zate any of his j!
- unformed creatures, as to intend, make, and fit them for destruction, |
merely to shew his abselute savereignty and irresistible power. The &'

!

apostle knew too well the God of love, to represens him as a mighty
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potter, who takes an unaccountable pleasure to form rational vessels
and endue them with keen sensibility, only to have the glory of ab-
solutely filling them, by the help of Adam, with sin and wickedness
on earth, and then with fire and brimstone in hell  This is the con-
ceit of the consistent admirers of unconditional election and rejection,

, who build it chiefly upon Rom. ix. Should yeu ask, why they fixso

dreadful a meaning to that portion of seripture; Ianswer. that, thro'

" inattention and prejudice, they overlook the two keys, which the apos-

il

\ e e =

tlo gives us to open his meaning, one of which we find in the three
first, and the other,in the three last verses of that perverted chapter.

In thethree first verses St. Pauul expresses the continual sorrow,
which he had in his heart, for the obstizacy of his countrymen, the

t Jews, who 8o depended nupon their national prerogatives, us Jews ;

their chureh priviieges as children of Abraliam ; and their pharisaical
righteousness of the law, as observers of the Mosaic cerciuuies, that
they detested the doctrine of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. Now
if the apostle had belicved, that God, by a wise deeree of preterition,
had irreversibly ordained them to cternal death, « to tllustrate his
glory by ir damnation,” as Calvin says ; how ridiculous would it
have been in Lim, to sorrow night and day about the exccution of
Ged's wise design!  If God from the beginning of the world had
absolutely determined to male the unbelieving Jews personally and
absolutely vessels of wrath, to the praise of the glory of his sovereign
free-wrath ; how wicked would it Lave heen in St. Paul to begin the
next chapter by gaying, My heart's desire and prayer to God for unbe-
lieving Tsracl,—for the obstinate Jews, is, that they might be saved ?
Would ke not rather have meekly submitted to the will of God, and
said like Bli, « It is the Lord: Let him do what scemeth him good.”
Did it become him :—nay was it nos next to rchellion in him, so pas-
sionately to set Lis heart againsta deerce made (4s we are told) on
purpose to display the absoluteness of divine sovereignty ? And
would not the Jewshave retorted his own words 2 ¢ Who art thou,
O vain man, that repliest against God,” by wishing nizht and day
the salvation of ¥ vessels of wrath,”"—of men, whom he Lath absolute-
ly 'sct apart for destruction !

« But it the apostle dia not intend to establish the absolute, per-
sonal preterition of the rejeeted Jews and ‘their follow-reprobutes,
what could he mean by that mysterious chapter 7 Ireply—He
meant in general to vindicate God’s conduct in casting off the Jews,
and adopting the Gentiles. Thia deserves some explanation. When
St. Paul insinuated to the Jews, that they were rejecied as a ehurch
and people, and that the uncircumcised Gentiles [even as many as
believed on Jesus of Nazateth] were now the chosen nation.—the
peculiar people and church of God, his countrymen were greatly of-
fended: And yel, as the apostle of the Gentiles, to provoke the Jews
to jealousy, he was obliged peculiarly to enforee this doetrine among
them. They generally gave him=udience till he toueh upon it. But
when he waxed bold, and told them plainly tkat Christ had bid him
depart from Jerusalem, as from an accursed city ;. and had sent him
far thence unto the Gentiles, they esuld contain themselves no long-

3 — -




L% THE CHRISTIAN BANNER,

ih-

'E wr: und lifting up their voices. they taid, “ Away with such a fellow
1 #rom the earth.” Acts xiii. 46. xxii. 21.

When 8t. Paul wrote to Rome, the metropoli of the Gentile

4 werld, where there were a great many Jews, the IToly Spirit Girected
:' him to clear up the question concerning the general clestion of the
; Gentiles, and the general rejeetion of the Jews: and chis he did, both
{1 for the comfort of the humble, Geniile believers and for the humilia-
;i tionof his proud, self-ciccted countrymen ; snd being provoked to
ii Jjealousy. they. or at least some of them. mignt with the Gentiles. make
i
i

1

their ersonal aliing and clection sure, by believing in Christ  As
the Jews were gencrally incensed soainst Lim. aud ke kad a most
disagrecable truth to write. e dips liis peu in the oil of brotherly
lave. and begins the chapter by a most awful protestation of his tender
i attacliuent 1o them, and sorrowful concern for their saivation ; hop-
I ing that this would suften them, and reconcile their prejudiced minds
I But if be bad vepresented them as absolute reprabates, and vessels of
4 wrath drrepersibly vrdained of God to destruetion. he would absuzdly
i: have defeated lus own design, and exasperated them more than cver
! against his doctrine and his pevson.  That he told them with one
i breath. he wishes to be aceursed from Christ fur them. whilst with the

next breath he insinuated, that God had already absolutely accursed
| them with uncounditional, person.} reprobation, is a notion so exces-
1
!

i

H
i

I

i1 sively big with absurdity, that at times Zelotes himself can seavee
swallow it down. ‘Who indeed can believe, that St Paul made him-
solf so ridiculouns. as to weep tearsof the most ardent love. over the
free-wrath of his reprobating Creator 2 Who can imagine. that the
pious apostle painted out the God of all grace. as a God full of iw-
mortal haired to most of his countrymen ; while he represented him-
gelf asa person continually racked with the tenderest feelings of a
matehless affeetion for them all § thus Lnpiously raising kis own repa-
tation. as a benevolent man, upon the rulns of the reputation of bis
malevolent God ?

C.me we now to the middle part of the chaypter. St Paul Faving
1 prepared the Jews for the disagrecable message which he was about
1o deliver, begins to attack their pharisaic prejudices conterning their
i absolute right. as children of Abralam. to be God's chureh and peoyle,
exelusively of the rest of the world, whom they looked upon as repro-
bated dogs of the Gentiles. To drive the unbelieving Jews out of
this sheliering place, he indirectly advances two doctrines: *¢ 1.
That (ad. as the Creator and supreme Benefactor of men, may do
what he pleases with his pecaliar favoars. and that he had now as
indubitabie a right freely to give five talents of church-privileges to
the Gontiies.ns he Lad once to bestow three talents of church-privile-
ges upon the Jews.  And 2. That God ha:d as muech right to set the
seal ¢f Lis wrath upon them. as upon Pharoah himself, if they con-
tinued to imitate the inflexibleness of that proud unbeliever ; inexor-
able uubelief being the sin. that fits men for desiruction, and pulls
dowa the wrath of God upon the ‘children of disobedience.”

The first of these doctrines he proves by a reasoxable appeal to
eonscience : 1, Concerning the absurdity of replying against God, i.
e. against a Being of infinite wisdom, goodness, justice, and power.

e o e o e A

@
|
|

l

I
]
|
|
{
1
5
i
i
i
4
‘.
f
g
|
!
|
|
j
|
i
1
i
i
i
i
i

i
)
|
i
!

|
|
|
!
|
1
!
|

X




nd 3

. labourers T ¢ May hie not dowhat he p!

THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 23

And 2 Concerning a right which a potter has of the same lump of
clay, to make onc vessel for honourable, and another for comparative-
ly deshonouralle uses  The argument carries convietion along with
it. Were utensils eapable of thought, the bason,in which our Lord
washed his disciples’ fvet [a comparatively dishononralle use] could
never reasonably complain, that the potter had nut made it the cup,
in which Ciwrist conseerated the sacramental wine. By a parity of
reason. the king’s soldicers and servants annot justly Le dixadsfied,
beeause he has not made them all generals and prime winisters And
what reason had the Jews to complain, that God put the Geutiles on
a level with. or even above them 2 May he not. without being arraing-

ned at the bar of slothful servants who have buried their talents,

give a peealiar. extracidiaary blessing when he pleases. and to whom
he pleases 7+ Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why
hast thou made me thas 7" Shall the fout say, Why am I uct the
shoulder 7 Or, toallude to the parable of the labourers, Tf God
chooses to hire the Gentiles and send tiiem into his favourite vineyard,
blessing them with ehareh privilezes as he did the Jews. shull the
eye of the Jews be evil, beeause God is gond to these wowly hired
ases with his own 77

With peeuliar wisdon the apostic dwells npon the still mare strik-
ing instance of Isaad’s sous, Isau and Jacob, who had not «n v the same
gudly father, but the same free azind picus mother; the younzer of
whom was nevertheless rreferred to the elder without any ajparent
reason. MHe lcaves the Jews to think how much more this night be
the case, when there is an appaveut cause, as in the case of ileuben,
Simeon, and Levi, Jacob’s three eldest sons, who thyouch inecest,
treachery, and murder, forfeitad the blessings of the fir-t bonja
blesging this. which by that forieiture devolved to Judah. Jacob's
fourth son, whose tribe beeame the first and mest powerful of all the
tribes of Isracl.and had of cansegnence the honour of producing the
Messiah, the Lion of the tribe of Judah. St Paul's argument is
masterly, and rans thus : If God has again and again excladed some
of Abrahawm’s posterity from the blessing of the peenliar civenaut,
which he made with that patriarch concerning the promised Sced :—
If he said,in Isaaz. Jacob, and Judah. shail thy Seed [the Messiah]
be called, and not in Ishmacl. Jsau. and Reuben, the first-born sons
of Abraham, Isaac. and Jacob; how absurd is it in the Jews to sup-

pose, that mercly becaunse they are descended from  Abralam. Isazo, !

and Jacob, they shall absolutely share the blessings of the Messiah's
kingdom 2 If God exeluded from the birth-rizht, Ishmael tic scoffer,
Esau the scller of his birth-right, and Reuben the defiler of Bilhah
his father’s wife; why might not Zsracl {his son colled out of Kgypt]
his first-born among nations, forfeit hix bicth-right throuzh unielief?
And why should not the Gentile world, God's prodigal son, inherit the
blessing of the first-born, ifthey submit to the obedience of faith,
and with the younger son in the parable. return from the far ¢ untry

to their Father's house ; whilst the clder son insolently quarrels !

with God, reproaches his brother, absolutely refuses to come 1n, and
thus makes his calling void, and l:is reprobation sure ?

The apostle’s argument is like o two-edged sword. With one edge |
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he cuts down the bigotry of the Jews, by the above-mentioned appeals

;. to the history of their fore-fathers. And with the other cdge he stri-

. ten.

lres at their unbelief. by anappeal to the destruction of Pbaraoch;

insinuating that God, as Maker, Preserver,and Governor of men, has

an undoubted right to fix the gracious or righteous terms, on which
* he will dnally bestow salvation.

REUCHLIYN, ERASMUS, LUTHER.

It is sometimes quite difficult for one, in looking over the deeds of
- great men, in councction with great events, to tell wha did the most
important service. It isso in respect to these men, and though Lu-
ther bore off the palm of the Reformation, and is jusily memorable,
yet the names of Reuchlin and Erasmus should by no means be forgot-

Whatever Luther mizht have done, the Reformation never could

" have proceeded without the means furnished by these scholars. The
", spirit which Renchlin awakened for biblical studies was the blood

. that gave life to the body of Reformers.  ITe was the man chosen un-
* der Gonto revese the Seriptures of the Old Testament, which work
might almost be said to be the foundation of the Reformatien. On

accouns of this work hLe was branded with infamy by the © standing or-
der” (the Dominicans.) who threatened his life—revisers are wunlucky

men ! Then appeared Krasmus, who heing educated at the Univer-

sity of Paris, was well prepared in mind for what Gon lad prepared

t him m body. IHewasa man of great power and ability, and made

reemhy & o s e = am imee e

the most constant use of his talents. e used to compese while rid-
ing upou his horse aund write out his thoughts while the animal was
feeding. in this way he prepared his cclebrated * Praise of Folly”
while on a journey from Italy to Fugland. This was a pewerfel means
. of stirring up the dormant monks, but Lrasmus did more than satire
_ their {folly. He Iabored long and hard to turn divines from the study

of scholastic theclogy to the study of the Holy Scriptures, and in
tius was quite successful in many instances. Some have depreciated
his influence upon the Reformation, and others have raised it quite
too high; but none can question that in these labors he did something
and none can tell how much. 'Who will venture to say that these ef-
forts did not tend to bring on the Reformation? Erasmus was a
- scholar, but alas | for him, he was given to pride and vanity—that
cursed, foolish sin that often spoils the best of men, and greatly
weakens those it does not spoil ; vet ¥rasmus did a great work for the
Reformation. This was the work of revision. Reushlin revised the
Vulgate, and thereby, says the historian, “ took off seals from the an-
cient Scriptures.” Erasmus, says the same historian, ¢ published the
New Testament ; the first, and for a long time the only eritical edition.”
He says also that he accompanied it with a Latin translation, where-
i in he boldly corrected the Vulgate. * Thus Erasmus did for the
New Testament what Reuchlin did for the Old Testament”—in other
words, he revised it as Reuchlin © revised the Vilgate” The New
Testament of Erasmus was issued the year previous to the bursting

1t forth of the Reformation. It seems evidentfrom this, that they were

- psuper—y
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! not fully prepared to begin the work until the Word of Gon was
I ¢ 7cvsed” and brought up to the standard of the age ; until it was
t striped from the obscurities whichhad fallen upon it by the lapse of
} ages, and the changes of languages. Against this the  standing or- .
| “der” (the monks) clamoured and fought, threatened and menaced. N
i They szid, # he had attempted to correct the Holy Ghost ;” hut the -
! New Testament. thus revised, shed 1ts light, hagd its place and exerted '
. its power througl all the long spiritual war of Reformation. i
i Through these means Erasmus led up to the field of contest some .
of the most zealous actors of the Reformation, while he himself, not *
a reformer iv spirit or make, shared none of the glory of conquest. '
IIe took the screen away from before the light and poured it upon the
eyes, and with it stirred the hearts of many whe afterwards wielded -
with such signal power the sword he had furnished ; but, unfortunate '
© man ! he wus a reviser ! It was truly said “ Reuchlin and Eras-

i mus gave the Seriptures to the learned,and Luther gave them to the
common pesple.”  Frasmus was a reviser, and though Secundus Curio
could not find him in either of his heavens, the reason probably was,
t' he was then a spoke in the wheel of the Reformation, which accounts
i for - his wheeling in never-ending eddivs betwern them both.
Reueilin and Iirasmus were the revisers, Luther was the preacher
i+ and expounder ; hence Iiuther said of Brasmug  he knows very well
i how to expase error, but he does not kaow how to teach the truth’—
+ Reuehlin mud ¥rasmus trimmed the lamap, and Luther held it up to
o the world.—New York Chronecle.

S
LABOURS OF EVANGELISTS. L
(1] "
Aslong agoy as May Intt, an invitation was extended tome to speak o
e a fupcral ozeasion at the Baptist chape! five miles west of Brighton
“on the front road. By reguest two more appoiutments were inade
and filic D ae the same place, and through these efforts invitaticus
came {rom several locatities within 2 fow miles. asking the pubuc
proclecuiacy of the word. A eeting was held in Criosaly, four
D omiles nerth of the Baptist chapel, early in the month of June ; and
i anothor necting ad Well's Schuol House, townski- of Brighton, one |
mile in ine cear of Brighton village.  Five discourses have been de- ¢
I livered arsle latter point gince the beginning of June, and three
* discourses st the former place.  Whole wnuntains of prejudice bave
been re moved from the miuds of the friendsin Cramulie who Lave heard
. for themselves,and in the Wall's setilemeat near Brighton some of |
the hizhest peake of hostility to what is termed ‘ our doctrine’ are !
evidensiy in a fair way of being levelled.  The Author of the gospel .:
of seivation be praised. .
At Cramahe T have formed the acquintance of Joel Wynn, an ex- ||
cellent Baptist brother. who loves and lives wpon the oracles of God, |
—ucphew of Joseph Wynn, now dece.sed, who was the first Baptist
rreacher who settled between Wingsten and Toronto, azd for » time
the ounly »raucher of that order within the buands of the provinee,if
1 am corcsetly informed. .
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Recontly more than usual interest has been apparent among the
¢ hearers of the word’ in Athol, near Picton, where I have laboured
‘oceasionally during the summer and autumn. The third week of
1 November, while discoursing at the East Lake, three came forward
to put on the Lord. and they were accordingly immersed in  the
divinememe of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Many saints will
now pray that these, with all others who have thus confessed Christ,
may be kept by the power of God through faith unto that salvation
which guull be revealed at the coming of the Lerd our Resurrection
and our lightsousness.

D. Orwrnaxnt.

——

2]

Continuing my labors at tke Kast Lake, Athol, and the adjoining
township, Hailowell, six more were immersed in the name of tle
divine thrac—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—having made the con-
fession bofure inen aud angels that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
the living God.  The brethren were encouraged, and numbers who
in times past heard the truth as though they heard it not. now wit-
nessing the power of the gospel in those who put on the Lord, were
wnusually impicssed both by what they saw and keard.  Meetings
were held from three to five times per week, aud each succeeding
assemblage scemed larger and nore attentive to the things spoken.
1 was suddenly called from the field of this labour and suecess. but
trust to resume labouring there ( if the Liord will ) in a short peviod.

D. Quipnane.

Victery. N Y., 26th Dec.

P. S. It should be added that ene who had been previously baw
tized. but who Lad walked with our Methodist friends in Hallowell
resolved to be vo lunger ~ on the Class Paper.” but be numuercd with
the diseples of Christ. Seme others, it is wuderstond. = feel” + by
faith” like withdrawing from the influence of the ¢ Class” and the
“ Paper” that hials them to it. The Lord of truth and Author of
life in his ubranding merey grant that very miay mav clearly per-
ceive hisveynirements, and leain to distinguish the hiugs that ure
merely hunman aud therefore religiously dangerous from the things
sanetioned by divine appointment.

D. O

THE TRACTS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT.

The tracts published in the December Number, will, in ajl proka-
bility, bring a rencwed amount of odiam from the lovers of the cur
rent teaching of the times. Itis hopeful however, that, though the
gentiment wmay be bitterly opposed, the language way be 1egarded as
in good part respeetful.  These pages on the office and power of the
Spirit have one direct and several indirect objects  Their direct pur-
pose, as will be seci by perusal, is to throw out seriptural hin's i refer-
ence to the workings and energy of the Divine Spirit. But they are
written in orler ta subserve other purpeses indircetiy. Ws are in
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sundry sections of the land met with the unholy <harge tliat: we are
Arians; and these pages arc so written tha't it will be difficult
for discerning men to peruse them and afterwo rds honestly say that
we have the slightest relish for Arian philosoyhy.  Again, the simple
principles of the gospel of Christ ars very sparingly found and very
imperfectly understood iu our beloved courttry ; and we have edged
in the plain truths and claims of the gospel as oocasion served
while preparing these tracts. Wil the friends therorore give them a
free circulation 7 }undreds of them are already spoken for, but a re-
spectably large edition is printed in order to supply many other orders,
One package has been ordered from and for New. York state. DBoth
tracts in one. making a sheet of sixteen pages; we dispose of at the

- low figure of one cent and a holf, or not quite one penny eurrency,
i each. Brethren, what think you of giving them a mission through-

out the Provicce 7 Who will take stock in distributing them ?
b O

——————

ONe oF THE INTERVIEWS.—A non-deseriptinterview was held beween
Mr. Giibert Miller, Wesleyan minister, and the writer. on the even-
ing of the 7th Dec, near Cherry Valley. East Jinke. Prince Bdward
County. Not far from the c'sse of Nov, I diseoursed to.the - enple
at the Valley. and friend Miller. with my letter to miuister McFadden
in hie hand, roso as the wmeeting was concluding and read sundry ex-
tractsfrom said leSter, made various statements:. and asked a number
of qzestions e was informed that if he wonld nnme a snitable time
and place his gneries would be heard and counsidered.  This he de-
clined. Bubtie next week, after sceing Mr. McFadden. he sent a
note signifying that he wou!d meet me ou the evening of Dee. Tth.
I complied. From what friend Miller s2id during the two hours of
our interview, vo one is able to detcrmine what was his main objeet ;
but it seemed to be. as far as T could gather, to have an appartunity
of shawing how heartily he disliked my letter to Mr. MeFaduden. and
3ta writer, und the diseiples as a people. Friend Mudler donbtloss

+ feels easier after discharging so much bile. yet whether the Metho-
-dist friends will eventually thank him for vomiting as he did is not

s0 certain ~——This interview has. by some. been erroncousiy called a
debate. I had no debate with Mr. Miller. There was an interview
between us, a3 will he scen by the aunouncement in the Preton Sun.
There isa Proposition before partics who debate ; but we dis-
cussed no proposivion. My principal purpose. first and last. 'was to
evince good will to the Methodist community and to show a kind and

christian spirit ; aud it is a pleasure to learn that I sncceeded to some °

extent even in the mudst of the ungentlemanly outpouring of the spirit

of friend Miller. Shall we modestly advise ous friend to iueel at

the Cihristinn altar to receive o hofy Spirit ? o
D. 0.
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MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF A NEW VERSION.

Dgar Brotuer Ovtpmant:—I am requested to forward for publi-
cation in the Christian Bunrner a circular addressed to all who love
a pure version of the word of God.

To all who love 2 pure version of the word of God, this cireular is
addreseed :

Respecren Frienns :—It is near half a century sinco the British
and Foreign Bible Society was instituted in London, fir the circula-
tion of the Iloly Seriptures not only in our mother tongne. but aiso
for their translation and circulation in foreign languagee, The above
Society with all kindred ones that have sprung frem is, have heen per-
fectly satisfied with the present Haglish version of the seriptures. (or
King Jaumes’ version as it is ealled) while & number of those in giving
the inhabitants of other countries u translation of the living oracles
have given confessedly purer rendering than does obtain among us.
Many have become digsatisfied and instst that the English reader as
well as athers ought to have the word of God rendered pure and en.
tire. Tlor the carrying ont of this glorious object a namber of per-
sons have associated together under thename of » The Bille Union”
and are prosceuting their labors to a happy conclusion, amidst much
opposition. In view of assisting this society in this Iaudable under-
taking a meeting of thoge friendly to the cause will be held near Nor-
val, township of Ksquesing, commencing on the last ¥Friday of Febru-
ary next.

Friends, this is & grand and glorious “work. X2t us then % work
while it is day ; the night cometh when no mau can work.”

By ordar,
Jamey Mrrenuin.

Eramaoza, Jan., 1854

The above is a most worthy movement.  We trust that the mect-
ing will be numerously attended.  Though the friends who meet will

not have the prayers or sympathics of many of the zealonzin cur !

country. The following is from the Toronto Guardian, organ of
Westeyanism in this Provinee. The editor scems not to be advized
of the efforts of the Bible Union, aud the great sucesss the friends of
this Uuion are meeting with in secaring a new trauslation.  We trust
that many Wesleyan ministers willlive to see the new translation of
the Bnglish seriptures in the handsof all Bible readers, and that they
will heartily acknowledge that Dr. Cone, instead of heading o move-
mens to % falsify the oracles of God,” hag'been instrumenthi in giving
English readers a more perfect view of the mind of God as originally
expressed through Christian prophets and apostles. But let us hear
the Guardian : ' D. 0.

“ It is known to many of our readers that some time ago the Bap-
tiats in the United Statee made appliestion to the American Bible
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Society for cortain grants to defray expenses incurred in translating
portions of the Scriptures into foreign tongues. The appeal made wus
not responded to, because the translators, among other liberties taken
by them. invariably translated the term baptism into immerso. This
caused a secession from the original American Bible Sociely of agreat
part of the Baptist denomination, who forthwith organized themselves
and assumed the style aud title of the Amecrican and Fereign Bible
Society.

Lately. the Rev. Dr. Cone and some others undertook a new trans.
lation of the Seriptures into English.  This they completed, and, bur-
ried on to procure stercotype plates. The priucipal feature of the
translation was in every case to make the term baptize inlo immerse,
and nothing else, wherever it oceurred in refurcoce to the ordinance
of baptism  They submitted their proceedings to the Bourd, hoping,
that having goneso far, the Board would concur thercin. But, to
the eredit of the Board. the whole affair was repudiated, and strong
condemnatory resolations were passed by thein.  No one who thinks
and feels aright. can do otherwise than veprobate any atterpt at tam-
pering with the IToly Seripturcs. Some few verbzl improvements,
perhaps might be made ; butifa beginning be tolerated who can pre-
diet the end 2 For every necessary purposo, it is on all hands ad-
mitted. the present version is as good us can be desired.  The altera-
tion contemplated by Dr. Cone would eertainly be everything but an
improvement, falsifving the oracles of God.”

Tas Ligur or Nature.—The celebrated Me. Hume wrote an essay
on the sufficiency of the light of nature ; and the no less celebrated
Robertson wrote on the necessity of revelution, and the insufficiency
of the light of nature.  Hume came oncevening to visit Nobertson,
and the evening was spent in conversing on this subject.  The friends
of both wore present; and it i said that Rebertson rcasoned with
unacenstomed clearness nnd power. Whother Hume was convinced
by his rensonings, or not, we cannot tell; but at any rate he did not
acknowledgze hig convictions.  Iume was very inuch of a gentleman
wnd as lic was about to depart, bowed politely to those in the room,
while, a5 he retired through the door, Robertaon took the Hght to show
him the way. Lume was still facing the door : ¢ Q. sir” said he to
Lobertson, * T find the light of nature aiways sufficient;” and be
continued, * Pray don't trouble ySurself, sir,” and #o he brwed on.
The street door was open ; and presently, as he bowed along the entry,
he stumbled over something concenled, and pitched down stairs into
the street  Robertson ran after him with o light ; and as he held it

over him, whigpered, * You had better bave = little light from ahove,

friend Hume” Aud raising him up, he bade him good-nighs, and
returned to his friends,

RO = ———

&= Corvespondents will be honeurcd.  Let no one who writes

supposc he ig noglected because his epistie or essay deces rot immedi- !

D. 0.
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THE EIGHTH VOLUME.

The Christian Barner has. thus far, been well received. Evidences
oome to us from the cast and from the west, from the Lorth and from
the south. that our labour through this medium is not in vain. To
sound our own trumpet of praise. is. as the readers of the work already
know, rotour practise  * We have no such custom.” Yet it is nei.
ther boasting nor seif-flattery to refer eccasionally to the usefulness
of laboursin the nawe of the Linrd by cerbain instrumentalities.

Not a wonth hay passed since the beginuing of last year without
bringing us »ew names for our subscriptionlist.  This, together with
8 word of vuzouragement from numerous and various sources, has,
amid sundry obstacles and opposing clements, kept our hope at a fair
average and cheered us inour ouward efforts.  #We trust to make the
current velume better than any that has preceded it. Not that we
kave Better iutentions , but beeause of inereased opportunity, all things
eoneunrriry. tu coramand more attention and time to devote to its in-
terests, and beeause, too, of the eapital truth that “ practise makes
perfect

To « hold forth the avord of 1ife,” then, and te “ speak the things
that become .ound doctiine” for the cucourazement and upbuilding of
those who have received the word of life. will be, the Lord willing, our
supreme aim iu cvery monthly issue while preparing acother volume
to be read Ly our feilow pil rims to the eternal world,

D O

M ——— e

558 The * appeal to every friend of Jeres” in the September
Humber of vohuuie seven has been weil received. Tt has in gome
measure answered the purpose destened ; and it is devoutly to be
truated that the .poeal haxnot simply had its effect for the time pres-
eat, but that it will produce frait continaously and increasingly.

—— e

L7~ Those prompt and considerate friends of the Christian Ban.
ner who have alvcady paid fer vob. 8 will pleare receive the chotcest
thanks of the editss.  Weare ussisted to meet obligations punctually
when our fricuds thus deal with us.  Such helpers we lold at a pre-ji
mium ; and as they * freely give’ of their means, may they ﬁeely"“ '

receive.”

——————— e .

bR It is our aim to mail the Banner about tlie middle of the:
momil ; but weare-a few days late in issuing the uumber for January. |

EX= “ Copy” from St. John not received as yot. A
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