
The object of redemption is to bring us nigh to 
1, as it is written, “Christ hath once suffered for 

ist for the unjust, that He might bring us 
Hut what is our state before God when 

brought nigh ? The right understanding of this is 
most important. It is impossible that we could be 
happy even in the presence of God, if there still 
existed a thought of His being against us, I need 
the perfect settled assurance that there is no sin 
upon me before Him. The sense of responsibility 
over makes a person unhappy where there is any 
question as to sin standing against him ; see the case 
of a servant and his master, or that of a child and 
its parent—the conscience is miserable if there be 
upon it the sense of that which will be judged. 
So God’s presence must be indeed terrible, unless 
the conscience be perfectly good. If there be hap- 
funess tor me there, it can only be in the sense of 
His favour, and of the completeness with which we 
have been brought back—the perfect 
“ the worshipper 
conscience of sins.”

God speaks to us according to His estimate of our 
standing, it may not bo our heart’s experience. 
There is a distinctness between the operation of the 
Spirit of God in bringing me unto Jesus, bearing 
witnoss to me of God’s love, and of the efficacy of 
what Christ has done, and Ilis operation in my soul

God

to God.

assurance of 
purged ” having “ no moreonce

“NO MORE CONSCIENCE OF SINS.”
Hkahiws x.
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in producing in mo the love of God. That which i* 
the subject of experience is what is produced in my 
soul, whereas that which gives me peace is His testi- 
mon)’ to the work of Jesus. A Christian who doubts 
the Father’s love to him, and who looks for peace to 
that which passes in his own heart, is doubting 
God’s truth.

The gospel is the rev elation God lias given of 
Himself: it displays the luve of God towards us, 
and what is in His heart. 1 can trust the declara
tion of what is in God’s heart, and not what 1 think 
of myself.

The apostle speaks of a due time; “When we 
were yet without strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly.” It is almost always true that 
there is in us a terrible process of breaking the 
heart, in order that we may be brought to the as
certainment that we are lost and ruined sinners; 
but the gospel begins at the close of God’s experience 
of man's heart, and calls us from that in order that 
we should have joy and peace from the experience 
of what is in His heart.

Man left alone before the flood, put under the law, 
in Canaan, indeed under all and every trial of his 
nature and tendency up to the death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, was just God’s putting him to the test.

One would have thought, after Adam had been 
turned out of paradise for transgression, that would 
have been a sufficient warning; but his first-born 
became a murderer. We should have supposed that 
the flood which swept off the workers of iniquity

1
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would have repressed for a time at least, by the ter- 
f°r of judgment, the outbreak of sin; but we find 
immediately afterwards Noah getting drunk, and 
Ham dishonouring his father. The devouring fire 
of Sinai, which made

:

even Moses fear and quake 
seemed sufficient to subdue the rebel heart and make 
it bow beneath God’s band ; but the golden calf was 
the awful evidence that the heart of man was “de- 
ceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.’" 
Again in Canaan a part of the world was tried to 
the utmost to be cultivated, but it would not do. 
A bad tree producing bad fruit was the only type 
by which God could set Israel forth. (See Is. v.) 
He might dig about it and dung it, but after all 
these efforts it could only bring forth more bad fruit. 
At last Ho said, “ I have yet one

<■

?

perhaps they
w,u reverenc my son,” but man preferred having 
the world to imsolf, and so crucified Jesus. Look- 
ing to His cross, Christ said, « Now is the judgment 
cf this world.” (John xii.)

At the crucifixion of Jesus, the veil was rent, and 
the holiest opened ; what God was within the veil 
then shone out in all its fulness.

son

'

When grace re* 
veals this to me, I get confidence. I see God holy 
and expecting holiness—true; but the peace of God 
18 in knowinS whut He is to us, and not what we 
ai e to Him. He knows all the evil of our hearts. 
Nothing can be worse than the rejection of Jesus— 
man’s hatred is shown out there, and God’s love, to 
the full. The wretched soldier (who, in the 
cowardly impotence of the coneciousness that he

© 
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could with impunity insult the meek and lowly 
Jesus, pierced His side with a spear), let out in 
that disgraceful act, the water and the blood, which 
was able to cleanse even such as he. Here God's 
heart was revealed, wl.at Ho is to the sinner; and 
this is our salvation.

Death and mdgment teach me redemption. God 
judged sin indeed in sacrificing His well-beloved 
Son to put it away. It must be punished; Jesus 
bore the blow—this rent the veil, and shewed out 
what God really is. The very blow that let out 
the holiness of God put away the sin which His 
holiness judged.

The perfect certainty of God’s love and the per
fect cleansing of the conscience is that which the 
defiled and trembling sinner needs.

“ By the grace of God ” Jesus Christ has “ tasted 
death." Death, the wages of sin, is seen in the 

of Jesus as the consequence of “ the grace of 
“ Out of the eater came forth moat, and out

cross 
God."
of the strong sweetness.’’ Were anyone to demand 
of me a proof of God's love, I could not give 
than God has done in that “ He spared not His own 
Son none other could be so great. But then, it 
might be asked, may not my sin affect it? No, 
God knew all your sin, and He has provided for it 
all; “ the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 
us from all sin."

more

In real communion the conscience must be 
purged : there can be no communion if the soul be 
not at peace. We read here, 11 By one offering he
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hath perfected for ever thorn that 
There is v . are sanctified.”

«'way. re»,»„p„n God's estimate of b|oo|j J.
J Ue “ Hc h«" '«’Oiiled it in Ilia word ; t'aitli rests 
on n„ experience. Jean. „H, « Lo, , mm„

n ? G°d: -"by the whieli will 
sanctified by the offering of the body of jeeu„
^wh^i rw-«—u^-uir:
that which is proposed f . our attainment; it was 
the g«Hl will of tied do it, and the work i, dont

'«id"if“IT1’,Tounto J— llished. But then there must be the 
knowledge of this also, in order for us to beg!„to 
act You might have a person willing to pay your 
debts; nay, you might even have them paid but 
if you did not know it, you would be just as miser
able as before. We are not called upon to believe 
in a promise that Jesus should ... 
again. The work is done ; He “ 
right hand of the Majesty on high 
by himself purged our sins.” 
sufficient for

I

•i

we are

‘

Û
n

come to die and rise 
sat down at the 

when he had 
But then this is not 

, . mol 1 must know that the work is
donn; and therefore He sent down the Holy Ghost 
to be the witness that God is satisfied.

Knowing perfectly their guilt 
has declared, “
member no more.

” i;

■

and amount, God 
your sins and iniquities will I re.

, „ , Faith vests on this, “God is
true ; he that hath received his testimony hath

T thUt G°d is true-” The Lord said to 
Israel in Egypt concerning the blood of the paschal
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lamb, “ When I see the blood, I will pass over” 
Could there be hesitation if we wefre in a house 
marked with blood on the door-post? should we 
not know that He would pass over ? Faith is al
ways divine certainty. God has said, ‘‘I will re
member no more.’’ This is the ground on which 
we enter into the holiest, “The worshipper once 
purged ” has “ no more conscience of sins.”

God has found His rest in Jesus ; our peace and 
joy depends upon know:ng this. Were anything 
more necessary, it could not be His rest ; God is 
not seeking for something else when at rest. None 
else could have afforded this. “ God looked down 
from heaven to see if there were any that did under
stand, that did seek God ; they were all gone out 
of the way; there was none righteous; no, not 
one." But God bore witness unto Jesus, “This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’’ God 
is well pleased in Christ ; God rests in His Son, not 
merely in His life, though that was holy and ac
ceptable unto Him, but in His work on the cross, 
Jesus said, “ except a grain of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone ; but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit,” and that meets our 
need. When He shews His glory to the angels, He 
points to what has been done by man. In man was 
God glorified ; as in man, the first Adam, He had 
been dishonoured. Christ reversed all this—“Now 
is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in 
him which God recognizes in straightway glori
fying Him. Righteousness cannot be looked for

I
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God is not a grudging giver. Did Satan, tempt- 
mg Jwe, question this in the forbidden fruit ? He 
Mgive,, His Son ; Ho rests in Him; the sinner 

Wew'se rosu there. What ran man tin lor me? 
Nothing. If I were to come to him to deliver 
lrom death, could lie help i 
lill my hand with those nei

me
No. He might

unly swell the triumph of (loath ati'/liecorate^the 

tomb, but there his power ends.
In Jesus God has found His rest—this is mine 

also; I know it from the testimony of God’s truth 
Have you found rest in God’s rest ? If you say I 
have not, will you say that God has not found His 
rest there? will you look to your own heart? In 
that you can never find it—it is only in Jesus ; who 

said « Come unto me, and I will give you rest.’» 
Would that all knew the perfect 
there !

rest to bo found

95
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burning and eating the 
SACRIFICES.
Hrbbiws xiii. 7-i$>.

There was twofold character in the offering 
which has its counterpart for us in Christ; and the 
want of firm grasp of this, to distinguish and yet 
maintain them together, lies at the root of much 
want of enjoyment and of feebleness in the children 
of God. The first and most fundamental point was
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that in the offerings there was that which was eon» 
sumed. Being identified wuh the sin of man, it 
was consumed under the wrath and indignation of 
God; or it went up a savour of rest, as that which 
was sweet and acceptable to God, as for instance 
the burnt-offering. In the sin-offering there was 
God's judgment of sin, and therefore the greater 
part was burnt outside the camp. But, besides 
this, there was another character that entered into 
the sacrifices. In very many cases men partook of 
them. In the meat-offering and peace-offering such 
was the fact; and even in.the offering for sin the 
priest had a portion.

And I believe this is what is referred to here. 
These Jewish Christians were in great danger of 
forgetting their privileges. They had abandoned 
everything that they had once revered as the reli
gion given them by God ; they were no longer gaz* 
ing on things that shadowed His glory. The 
grandeur, the magnificence, the glory of the Levi» 
tical "nstilutions—all was left behind. God was 
not now as of old thundering from heaven. He 
had wrought with infinitely greater moral glory. 
He had sent His Son from heaven ; pardon and 
peace had been brought, and joy and liberty in the 
Holy Ghost; but all this was unseen. It is, how* 
ever, one thing to enter into the comfort of the 
truth when all is bright and fresh, and another 
thing to hold it fast in time of reproach, shame, de
rision, and the falling away of some. When the 
first joy is somewhat lessened, the heart naturally
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• * returns to what it had ont*o rested on. And there" 

is always this danger for us—when evil is felt, the 
blessing not being so present to the soul. Who 
among us that has long known Christ—known His 
wwjs has not felt this snare?

And what is the divine remedy ? It is just that 
which the Holy Ghost here uses—“Jesus Christ 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." We 
must not sever this verse from the succeeding one • 
“be not carried about with divers and strange doc- 
.nne» ” The Holy 01,net wmld guard ,|le8e 
Jewish believers against that which, compared with 
our own proper Christian blessings, is mere trash 
earthly priesthood, holy places, offerings, tithes,’ 
Sc. These things after all, were but novelties 
pared with the old thing, which is Jesus.

Looked at

com-

historically, Christianity might seem 
thing. He had been but recently manifested ; 

was He? and whence had Ho come? He 
was “ the first-born of

a now 
but who

every creature "—yea, the 
Creator ! “ All things were Created by Him and for 
Him; and Ho is before all things, and by Him all 
things consist.” He was the One whom God in
tended to manifest from all eternity. And here 
see Him in His complete person—“Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.” Through
Him God could bless. With Him He would have 
us occupied.

We arc told a little before to remember them that 
have the rule 
if themselves

we

?

ovor us—to follow their faith, 
were

even
gone. But all these pass out of
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the scene, while “ Josus Christ, is the same yester
day, and to-day, and forever.” This is the only 
thing that abides unchangeably and establishes too. 
“Meats have not profited those who have been oc
cupied therein.” Many might have abstained—it 
was God’s bidding that they should ; but if occupied 
with the thing, it was not their profit. Christ was 
the substance ; all else was shadow. Therefore He 
goes on to say, “ We have an altar whereof they 
have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.’’ 
If others have the husk, we are feeding on the ker
nel. (The “ tabernacle” was used to express the 
Jewish thing.) Everything had passed away in 
Christ. In Phillipians the apostle could speak con
temptuously of circumcision in contrast with hav
ing Christ, even though it was of God. To be occu
pied with it, now that Christ was come, was to be 
outside, to be of “ the circumcision.”

“To eat.” It was not merely the offering, nor 
the burning of the offering, but the partaking of it. 
We have got Christ Himself, and our sins put away 
—sin, root and branch, dealt with by God. There 
is not now one question unsettled for us who be
lieve. Has He one question unsettled with Christ ? 
and if not with Christ, He has not with us, for He 
died and rose for us, and we are one with Him. As 
in the .Jewish system, God and the offerer had their 
portions in the sacrifices, so now wo may say, that 
God has His own 'portion in the same Christ on 
whom we feed. The entrance into this exceedingly 
blessed thought is one of the things which the chil-
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S fail in~that ™ are seated by
God Himself at the same table where He has HiÜ
wh?rh°y and P°l tl0n' 0f course there is that in 
which we cannot share.
went up to God. The
Christ

In the burnt-offering all 
sweet fragrance of all that- frs s—

szsrf'i}
crashed. We have to treat it all, its likioga „„d 
disliking», as a hateful thing. But the 
needs sustaining. It grows by feeding.
‘"7 . hf?; ‘J"* mere possession of riches will 
sustatu hie, but it has to be nourished; so in spiri-

1 l,to' 11 “ "ot 0,l|y true that Christ is my life in 
the presence of Ood, but 1 must make Christ my 
own for my food-„ati„g„fHiradaybyday. (John
bv foirh , very deed Slv™ to us to be turned by faith ,nto nourishment for us. And the sweet

ig is that we are entitled thus to think of Christ
fhlt Chri ^ r h“ ,.hi8 t00j for us- “ not only’

8t 18 God 8, but He is ours too; our follow
ed W,th the FatheV’ and witb Hi« Son Jesus

new life
As in na-

not

Let Jesus be praised,
I’rnise Him for what He's done, 
And praise Him too for what 
*lo in Himself alone. He it,

oiïTmî'iSiïJÏÏ?’
God only knows the 
Whose worth of Hi , 

constant grace we prove.
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JEREMIAH II.

There is an impression arising in the soul 
from this chapter, and it is this, irst, love 
cools in the heart of the Lord towards us. He never 
forgets it, though as v e know, we may and do to
wards Him. This chapter opens with the Lord 
telling Israel this :—“I icmember thee, the kind- 

of thy youth, the love of thine espousals.”— 
Thus Israel was “ holiness to the Lord, and the first 
fruits of His increase." Then all that would dare 
to devou.' them would offend Him. Such was then 
the mind of the Lord towards His elect one. She • 
was precious to Him. This is the force of verse 2- 
His love to her, not hers to Him. He had chosen 
her for His own.

never

ness

He was a husband to her, and 
He hung over her in the freshness of the fervour of 
love. Had He changed ? Was any iniquity to be 
found in Him ? Had He become to Israel a wilder
ness, or a land of darkness ? As in another Scrip
ture He says, “Is my ear heavy that it cannot 
hear, or my hand shortened that it cannot save?” 
This is not so. He was “ the same yesterday, to-day, 
and forever.” It was nothing less than a “ foun
tain,’ and that of “ living waters.” 
been invited to drink of a spring whoso waters 
never failed, but which wore as fresh as over for 
Israel’s use.

Israel had

This is the reasoning of the Lord in this striking 
chapter, with His people. They were now a home- 
born slave, they wore now spoiled it is true—but
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this is to be accounted for by everything rather 
than change in the Lord. He at that moment re- 
membered the love of Israel's youth, and was ready 
to act in all fervency as well as devotedness-but 
Israel themselves would not. He was 
hen ready to gather under His 
would not. This had been His constant way 
throughout, and at last the life and ministry of 
Jesus, after so long a time, is the witness of the 
same fresh, first love of Jehovah towards Israel, the 
witness of it, may I not say, in more than its earliest 
eivency. What attection, what self-dovotedness, • 

patience of love, what labours of love, what 
ations of love

ever as a 
wings—but they

associ-
were expressed in it! Surely many 

waters could not quench it then. It 
than death. And

was stronger 
wo do not rightly regard the mi- 

mstry of Jesus through the cities and 
Israel without seeing this “great love” 
in all its fervency, and faithfulness.

Surely again it says, in the words of our Prophet,
I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the 

love of thine espousals.” And again it tells 
there was that love of His Mfc 8tiH burning in
am hr of Him who had espoused her to Himself. 
All th,s is happy both for poor saint and sinner. 
And this beautiful chapter from God's mind, gives 
us to know that the Lord never does, never can 
forsake His object. He is “ the same, yesterday' 
to-day, and forever.” Love never faileth. If it 
abated in its ardour it would fail, as it would if 
it slackened in its toil

villages of 
of her Lord,

us that

or service. But love
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never faileth, with the Lord it is ever warm and 
fresh, for He ever remembers the day of espousals.
It was Israel that lost the honour of it. It 
Israel that changed her God for that which 
God. Blessed to know it to be thus. Blessed to 
know the prospect of enjoying it for ever and ever. 
Our God is a “fountain," and that of “ living 
waters." And though Israel has lost the fruit of all 
this by her departing from Him who had thus es
poused her to Himself, because she trusted in her 
beauty, and went from Him, yet when He returns 
to her in the day of her repentance, it will be in 
this way of His first love. As in the kindness of 
her youth, as in the love of her espousals He will 
return and still prove that love never faileth to the 
very end, but holds to its first and blessed intent. 
All scripture verifies this. It was One that loves 
her with the love of Him who has chosen her for ' 
Himself that the Lord will return.and take Jerusa
lem. Isaiah teaches us this, for speaking of Him 
he says, “As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the 
bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.”

So says the Lord of Israel by Hosea, “ And it 
shall be at that day that thou shall call me Ishi, 
and shall call me no more Baali." And Zephaniah 
tells Jerusalem “He will rejoice over thee with 
joy, He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee 
with singing." Language which sweetly and fer
vently tells the heart with what affection the Lord 
will retake Zion to Himself. And Jeremiah is very 
bold and says, “ they say if a man put away his

was 
was no
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wife ’ etc., etc., yet « return again unto Me saith 
the Lord.’» This and far more than this which we 
might gather from Scripture, lets us know that not 
only up to the day of Jeremiah, not only up to the 
day of the ministry of Jesus, but even to the last 
when He takes the daughter of Zion to Him again, " 
He will still he able to say, “ I remember the kind- 
ness of thy youth, the love of espousals." 
members the affection, the fervour with which Ho 
“tthe tirst betrothed her to Himself,-and that in 
its earliest fervency He will win her and claim her 
and look on her again as His,—re taking her to 
Himself in an everlasting covenant.

Happy truth ! It is not merely that He is ever 
faithful to His object, but ever true to that affection 
in which He first took up His object. “Nothing 
changeth God's affection." Happy truth indeed! 
lhe fruit of it to us eternal and perfect joy.

FRAGMENT.
Christ's love rose beyond and above everu 

littleness and stupidity and failure of Sis disciples.
wa/,°hJe-1 tn1°Ve Th other tis He did, in suïh a 
way that it will rise above every pettiness, every
bitterness every hindrance, ‘As Christ loved you?'
Divine love is never thrown back and never changed 
by the nnworthine of its object; it is superioMo 
everything. Like stream whose banks may for 
some distance be smooth; but when they become 
ciooked and rocky, the same stream runs on and 
on, unchanged in its course and in its quality ; such 
is His love. ‘A new commandment I give unto 
} ou, that ye love one another, as 1 have loved you

!

He re-
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“I’LL HEAR THE TRUMP.”«

Line# written on hearing that an aged and paralysed Christian,
was accustomed to say,who was afflicted with total deafness,

" I’H hear the trump.”—l These, iv. 10.-18.

“I'll hear the trump,” thus spake an aged saint. 
Whose ears against the human voice were closed, 

Who on her pilgrim journey, weak and faint,
In faith upon the Word of God reposed,

" I’l hear the trump,”—Yes, Sister, thou shall hear, 
And hearing rise to meet thy Saviour dear.

Blessed assurance ! though th.v deafened 
Can listen to the song of birds no more,

Though friendly voices can no longer cheer,
And intercourse with others thus he o’er.

Though paralyzed and deaf, cut of} from all 
The world around, thou’lt hear the trumpet’s call.

ear

And, glorious truth ! the day is hast’ning
When God’s redeemed, from sin and suffering free, 

Dwelling in light before the Eternal throne,
Shall, fully blest, their Lord and Saviour see. 

When at the shout, and voice, and trumpet blast, 
They’ll soar aloft and reach their home at last.

on

Yes, soon that trump will sound—on wings of wind, 
Bearing us onward, time fleets fast awav,

Glory before thee, judgment dread behind,
How gladly, Sister, wilt thou hail that da 

When thou, and all God’s saints, the world round 
Shall hear—extatic thought ! God’s trumpet sound.

Hark ! through the heaven it rings, its potent notes, 
Pierce the dull grave and bid the dead arise.

Hark ! o’er the world the sound mellifluous floats, 
Calling the saints to mansions in the skies.

Hark ! to the thrilling sounds ! now shout for home, 
Ye joyful saints—shout, for the Lord is come.


