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No. 26.] BILL. [1858.

An Act to amend the Laws relating to the Election of
Members to Parliament, and to prevent fraud and
violence in voting at the said. Elections.

W HEREAS it is necessary to amend certain parts of the Acts Preamnble.
which regulate election of members to represent the People

of this Province in the Legislative Assembly thereof, and to adopt
provisions better calculated to restrain the frauds and violence which

5 frequently occur at such elections: Therefore, Her Majesty, &c., en-
acts as follows:

1. No person shall be admitted to vote at any such election for a Qualifications
County or Riding, unless such person be of' the male sex, of the full of voters in
age of 21 years, and a subject of Her Majesty by birth or naturaliza- cu.ities or

10 lion, nor unless he shall at the time he tenoers his vote have been
entered six months previously, on the valuation roll of the local
Municipality in which he resides, as assessable on real estate to the
value of at least £25, or as engaged in a profession, calling, or oc-
cupation, assessed on the said roll ai. the sum of at least £10 per

15 annum.

Il. No person shall be admitted to vote at any election of a mcm- Qualifications
ber to represent a City or Town in this Province, unless having the of voters in
qualifications with respect to sex and age, and as being a subject of tsand
Her Majesty, required by the foregoing section, he be rated on the

20 assessment roll for the said City or Town upon the sum of at least
£ ; And no elector shall be entitled to vote elsewhere than at the
poli for the local Municipality, or for the Ward of the City or Town in
wliich lie shall reside.

Iii. Between the fifteenth day of the month of June, and the fifteenth Secretary or
25 day of ie month of July in each year, the Secretary-Treasurer of each Treasurer of

local M\'unicipality of every County shall be bound to furnish to the mau locality
Registrar of such County an extract from the valuation roll of the said to make an
Municipality, containing the names of the ratepayers residing in the annual return
said Municipalities, their professions, callings, ..or occupations, the of ratep yers,

30 range or côte in or upon which they reside, and the amount of the trar.
valuation of their real properties, professions, callings, or occupations
respectively, duly certified by the Mayor and the -said Secretary-Trea-
surer, under pain of a fine of £100 each, to enforce which pro-
ceedings may be taken by any elector of the County.

35 IV. Between the fifteenth day of the month of July, and the fifteenth Each city or
day of August in each year, the Clerk of every City or Town shall be town clerk to

make a Simi-bound to furnish to the Sheriff thereof an extract from the assessment lar return to
67 the Sheriff.



roll then in force in cach Ward, containing the names of the ratepay-
ers, and showing their professions, callings, or occupations, the ward
or the strcet in which they reside, and the amount of assessment which
they are bound to pay duly certified by the said Clerk of such City
or Town, under pain of a fine of £200. 5

Municipal V. Any Municipality, the Municipal Council of which shall not
Councils not have caused a valuation roll to be made, in conformity vith the Muni-
complying cipal and Road Act of 1855, or shall not have caused an extract from
theinunicipal- the valuation roll to be transmitted as hereinbefore required, to the 10
ities to be dis- Registrar of the County, shall be deprived of ils elective franchise, in
franchised. respect of the election for which sucli extract was required.

Duties of the VI. So soon as anv Sheriff' or Returning officer shall have granted
Sheris or a poll, he shall be bound to furnish to each of his deputies a copy cer-

resters tified by such Sheriff of the extract from the assessment roll of each 15
to sueli Ward of the City or Town containing in alphabetical order the names
returns- of the ratepayers resident in such Ward, if it be for an election in a

City or Town, and if it be for a County eleclion, a copy certified by
such Registrar of the extract from the valuation roll of eaclh local
Municipality containing in alphabetical order the names of the rate- 20
payers residing in the said local Municipality ; and in either case such
copy shall serve as the Poll-book for the Ward of the City or Town,or
for. the local Municipality to \which il relates, the columns for the can-
didates being added thereto.

Candidates at VII. The candidates may procure a copy of such extract for each of 25
elections nay their representatives, upon applying iherefor to the Sheriff or Regis-
also procure ta vti
copiesr trar within forty-eight hours after hie hour of the nomination, and upon

depositing at the same lime two shillings and sixpence for each hun-
dred namês of the ratepayers contained in suchi copy, and five shillings
for preparing the book containing such copy. 30

Delaybetween VIII. The delay between the nomination day and the days.of voting
nomination shall not be less than ten, nor more than fifteen clear days.
day and days
of voting.
How votes IX. Whenever an elector shall corne to the poll to give his vote, the
shail be taken, Deputy Returning officer shall cause hirm to state his Christian names
and duties and surname, he shall then sec if such Christian names and surname 35of »eputy adsrae ua
Returniug are contained in the alphabetical poll-book with which he is provided,
Officers with if they cannot be found in such book, the vote shall not be received; if
respect to such name be found therein, and if, upon being required so to do by any

of the represenhatives of the candidates, the voter identifies hiniself by
declaring his quality, profession, or occupation, and also the street of 40
the Ward, or the range or côte of the Municipality in which he resides,
and, lastly, the amount at which he is assessed or rated, his vote shall
be entered opposite his name in the column assigned to the candidate
whom ho shall have named.

Number of X. The candidates or their representatives shall not be entitled to 45
oaths to quali- demand any other oaths than that as to the age of 21 years, the oath of

faton allegiance, and that as to the name of the elector.

Penalty on XI. Persons who by violence or stratagem shall take possession of a
persons forci- poll, or who by threats or violence shall compel a Deputy Returning
bly taking



Officer or a Poll Olerk to enter any vote in contravention of their duty possession of
or of the law, or who themselves or by means of others acting under 2°l8-
their orders or directions shall enter upon a poli book one or more votes,
shall be guilty of felony, and may be punished by imprisonment in the

5 penitentiary or by a fine of not less than £50, in the discretion of the
Court before vhich the case shall-be brought.

XII. Hereafter it shall not be lawful to treàt any elector nor any Treating at
assembly of electors, even at the expense of any person or persons at elections for.
their ordinary place of abode ; and any person who shall retail or give to bidden under

10 drink to one or more electors or other persons, any description of £25.
spirituous or fermentedliquors during the forty-eight hours of the voting
in the ward or local municipality in which a poll shall be held, shall be
liable to a fine of not less than £25.

XIII. Al hotels, taverns, and shops in vhich spirituous or fermented An taverns,
l5 liquors or drinks are ordinarily sold, shall be closed during the forty. &c., to be

eight hours of the voting in the wards or rnunicipalities in which the strictly closedb during the
polis are held, in the same manner as they should be on Sunday during daysof voting.
Divine Service, under a penalty of £25 against the keepers thereof if
they neglect to close them.

20 XIV. Upon an information, complaint, or declaration before the Proceedings
Mayor or any Justice of the Peace of any municipality or ward of any to be taken to
city or town in which any such election shall be held, that any person bas ervance ob-
received or deposited in any place, bouse, or building of any description above section.
whatsoever, any spirituous or fermented liquors, to be retailed, distributed,

25 or given to any person whomsoever between the evening previous to
the nomination day and the day of thê closing of such election, it shall
be the duty of such Mayor or Justice of the Peace, under a penalty of
£25, to authorize by warrant under bis hand any constable or other person
or persons to enter into such place, house, or building, to search for and

30 seize ail such spirituous or fermented liquors or drinks, and to arrest and
bring before any Justice of the Peace in the District, any person
who shall have so received or deposited such spirituous or fermented
liquor, or who shall be found drinking thereof or distributing the same
to others, for examination, and upon conviction by the evidence of one

85 crelible witness, he shall be imprisoned for the whole period of the said
election or be condemned to pay a fine of £25.

XV. Any person vho shall be found drunk, noisy, threatening, Persons found
or provoking to quarrel or fight, at any time during such election, drunk and vio-

within the limits of the municipality in which it shall take place, shall elections, ow
40 be liable to a fne of £5; and any person who shall be guilty of any punished.

battery, wit-iin the period of time above mentioned, and within a dis-
tance of two miles from the place at which such election or any of the
poils thereof shall be held, shall be deemed guilty of an aggravated
assault, and shall be punished therefor by a fine of £50, or by impris-

45 onment, or by both in the discretion of the court. •

XVI. Any person who, being a stranger in the local niunicipality or Strangers to
in the ward of the town or city in which an election poil shall be held, renan acertain dis-
shall approach within the distance of three arpents from such poli and tance from the
shall remain there, shall be liable to a fine of £4; and if such person pol. Penalty

50 shall refuse to go away when ordered to do so by a peace officer or on refusal.



constable, he may be arrested forthwith, and imprisoned for the whole
period of the election, or condemned to pay a fine of £5.

Persons an- XVII. Any person who, within the house or building in which the
t°rs c poll shall be held, or in the approaches or entries thereto, shall in any
vote. way impede any elector coming to vote at such election, shall, 0n 5

complaint of such elector, or of one credible witness, be summarily
and on the spot sentenced by the deputy returning officer, or any
justice of the peace, to pay a fine of £4.

Returning XVIII. If any returning officer or sheriff sh.all appoint insolvent
Offcer o b deputies, he shall be held responsible for the penalties and darnages 10
his deputies which stuch deputies may incur by negligence or contravention of the
if iusolvent. law of elections.

Depity Re- XIX. The Deputy Returning Officer shall appoint and swear in six
turnwein sir poll constables whose duty il shall be to keep open the approaches to
special con- the poll against all violence, under the direction of the Deputy Return- 15
stables,-their ing Officer, who shall also have the right of appointing and swearing
duties. in as many special constables as he shall deem necessary for the main-.

tenance of peace and order; and any person.who shal refuse to take
the oath as constable, or who havingtaken il, shall neglect to discharge
the duties thereunder, upon the verbal or written requisition of the 20
said Deputy Returning Officer, shall be liable to a fine of £5 for each
negleci or refusal.

Summary pro- XX. Any person who, being at the pol or hustings at such election,
ceedings or in the vicinity of the said poli or hustings, shall resist or refuse to
against tiiose
refusing to obey any constable or oflicer or ofher peace officer acting under the 25
obey orlers of orders of a Deputy Returning Officer, may be summarily and on the
the constable spot condemned by such Deputy Returning Officer to pay a fine of £5, or
or peactt
offiecer. to imprisonnient for one month, and any such judgment, warrant, or mit-

tinus rendered or issued by virtue of this Act may be enforced or car-
ried into effect at any lime within the year following the day on which 80
such judgment, warrant, or mittimus shall have been rendered or
issued.

Convictions to XXI. Every conviction under this Act shall be summary and with-
besummary- out appeal, when the penalty does not exceed five pounds; and in
rigît to ap- i h
peal in certain any case in whieh an appeal lies, such appeal shall be by petilion to 35
cases. a Court of competent jurisdiction, and not by certiorari. All the pen-

alties prescribed in ihis Act are stated in pounds and shillings of the
present currency.

Half the peu- XXII. The informer, even though he be a witness for the prosecu-
alty to be tion, shall receive one-half the penalty; and in all cases the costs shall 40griven to the
informer. be levied over and above the amount of the penalty.

certain sec- XXIII. Sections 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20,21, and 22 of this
tions of this Act shall be printed in the form of placards, and sent in sufficient nurn-
Act to he
printed aud bers to each Returning Officer, that he miay attach one of such placards ·
posted with at the foot of each proclamation calling a general meetingof the electors, 45
prochunation, and further, they shall be read in a loud and intelligible voice, in the
an tobeured language of the majority present, on the Sunday next before.the vot-
door. ing, at the door of each church or chapel in the local municipality i

which a poli is about to be held.



5

XXIV. The Act 18 Vie. cap. 87, is hereby wholly repealed, and all Certain Act

the sections of the Elections' Act of 1849 (12 Vic. cap. 27) from the ac a oleed.
thirtieth to the forty-sixth sections, both inclusive, are also hereby re-
pealed, together with all such parts of the other sections of the said

5 Act as rnay be inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.

XXV. The fees hereinafter nentioned shall be added to those now Increase of

fixed by the Act 12 Vic. cap. 27, viz: fees'

To the Returning Officer-for entering in the Poll books in alpha-
betical order the names of the rate-payers, in the form hereunto annex-

10 ed, five shillings for each one hundred names.
To lie Deputy Returning Officer-for reading or causing to be re·.id

at the door of the church or.chapel in his municipality the sections of
this Act, which he is directed to cause to be read on the Sunday next
before the voting-five shillings, and the same amount for each church

15 or chapel where there are more than one.
For four additional constables at the . poll-to each, per diem, five

shillings.
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