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THE Synod met, and was constitut-
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of the Committee for suggesting ways

and means for promoting Religion— /
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REPORT, §c.

HE Committee, in ftating to the Synod

the refult of their invefligations, beg leave

to make a few preliminary remarks, which, in

confidering the fubje of their commiffion, oc-

curred to themfelves, and dire&ed their atten-

tion to feveral points contaised in the following
ftatement.

The prefent times are diftinguithed by the ener-
getic exertions of good men in almoft every part
of the world, to difleminate the knowledge and
influence of pure and wvadefiled religion. In
the fuccefs of thefe labours of love, the church
alfo contemplates additional proofs of divine faith-
fulnefs ; and the approach of thofe days, when
all ends of the carth fhall remember and turn
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unto the Lord, and all kindreds of the nations

fhail bow before Him. The Sun of Righteoufuels ’

has arifen upon the dark places of the earth jand
many, guided by his illominating rays, are al-
ready coming from the eaft, and from the wefi,
and from the north, and from the fouth, and are
fitting down with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Ja-
cob, in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Amidft this enlargement of the border of Zi-
on, the Prefbyterian Church of Nova-Scotia ap-
pears as an obj- ¢ of no ordpmary intereft.  Com-
mencirg, not many years ago, in the feeble at.
tempts of a few individuals to provide the Gof-
pel tor themifelves and their families, it has, by
the divine blefling, acquired a confiltency and
cxtent, which promife nuch geod to the wilder-
nels an ! folitary place. Nor ought it to be over-
loc ked, that the whole Church is yet the fruit of
miflionary rbour.  Thou h at prefent confifting
of feveral Prefbyteries, it flill bears the character
of a Miflionary Church. It contains many who
have been redeemed unto G~d, but none, trained
in its bofomn to the work of the miniftry,

The union of its parts, which has been lately
tormed, defeives, alfo, to be noted as an unufual
svent,  Religious parties have rarely coalefced
without fome dereliction of truth or duty; but
in adherence to both is the bafis upon which this
oyuoed was founded. Every member of it pro-
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ceeded wpon what appeared to himfelf to be
{criptural principles, and acquiefced in the mea.
fure, as well calculated to promote the purity, and
enlarge the bounds, of the Church. Thefe were
the points upon which all had fixed their atten-
tion. Though a union of perfons appeared to
be highly deiirable ; a general concentration of
energy upon that work in which all were indi-
vidually labouring, was chiefly regarded ; and
the Committee conceive the inveftigation affign-
ed them, to be the firlt fruits of union. rendered
fubfervient to this great end. . In obedience to
appointment, therefore, they will proceed to fpe-
city fomre of thofe means which feem to them
calculated to cherifh religion in the Church, to
fecure its permanence, and to enlarge its bounds,

1.—MEANS FOR PROMOTING RELIGION IN THE
CHURCH.

FROM the nature of religion, the interfial
profperity of a Church muft always be proporti-
oned to the degree of {criptural order obferved
by its members. The divine blefling is the fource
of all fpiritual improvement ; and fubmifflion to
the authoriyy of God is theonly means by which
that can be'attained. It is the order of religion,
alo, that every degree of faith and obedience,
introduces a correfponding difpenfation of grace.
Viewing the Church, then, as cxercfsly infticut-
ed for the mutual aflitance of its members and

their
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their conjund communion with God, cvery a&
of religion contributes to the general advaatage.
For the fame reafon, individual neglect of means
muit affeé the general fellowthip, and injure the
terefts of the whole ; and henge the warning of
feripture : ** Looking diligently left any man fail
of the grace of Gad, left any root of bitternefs
fpringing up trouble you, and thereby mauny be
cefiled.”

From thefe remarks it will appear how impor-
tant it is, that a jufl direlion be given to the faith

and praclice of the Church § and conlequent.:

ly, that thofe who teach and thofe who rule, dif-
charge with faithfuloels the duties afligned them.
In all religious focieties, the condu@ and cha.
radter of public teachers, have been experienced
to be uf extenfive influence. This arifes from
the nature of their office, and from that confi-
dence which the members of a Church ufually re-
pofe in the integrity cf the perfon to whom they
have intrufted the direction of their fpiritual
affairs.  Viewing him as a teacher and a pattern
of righteoufuefs, they imperceptibly imbibe his
{entiments, imitate his conduét, and even adopt
his language in their aéts of devation.  For thefe
reafons, illuftrations of the private deportment
and public labours of clergymen, conflitute a
prominent feature of the Chriftian revelatjon.
‘T'he fcriptures, in revealing the do&rines of re.
ligion,
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ligion, propofe themfelves alfo as a pattern of
public teaching and minifterial conduct ; and
upon thefe points, they illuftrate pretept by ex-
ample. When they explicitly define the cha-
racter of a preacher of the gofpel, they fhow what
our Lord himfelf was, and how his apoftles
taught and pradifed. The interefts of the
Church therefore require, that its Minifters, in
ftucying the fcriptures for improvement, keep
equally in view, an acquaintance with doctrinal
truth and apoftolic example. Thus, they will
be prepared to aét as religion prefcribes ; and
their miniftrations, by the divine blefling, will
tend to illuminate and purify the Church.

The Committee do not prefume to fpecify
what courfe of doétrine may, in the prefent ftate
of the Chureh, be inoft profitably taught.  This
muft be left to the judgment of teachers, di-
re@ed by the word of God, and by juit views of
the particular circumftances of thofe congregati.
ons over which they prefide. Only, it may be
in general obferved, that the grace of the gofpel
cannot be too clearly flated, nor reltitude of
eonduct too ftrongly enforced.

With refpect to doétrine, however, the Com-
mittee would remind the 8ynod, that the pro-
grefs of religion in the Church, depends much
upon minifterial improvement. It is a- peculi.
arity of the Chriftian fyftem, that it prepares

man
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man for cduty and happinefs, by forming his
mind to intelligence. On this account, public
teachers ought to be men of information; and
thofe who have acquired the moft enlarged views,
muft be beft qualified to promote thefe impor-
tant defigns of religion.  For the improvement
of the Church, therefore, divine authority en-
joirs that minifterial profiting appear ; and ex-
perience exemplifies its invigorating ii.fluence
upon the minds of Chriftians. Every perfon
who has oblerved human nature, knows the
power of variety. This, every fcribeinftructed
unto the Kingdom of God, fhould turn to the
account of religion, and bring from his treafures
things new and old. \ /

Fiom the particular\ htuati(m both of the
Church and its Minifiers, much atiention is due
to this (ubje@. At prefent, the profperity of
the Church requires an unufual cxrf{;on of talent;
yet, for various reafons, it can fcarcely attain what
is necellary for the flated and ordinary cilcharge
of cuty. The difficulties unavoidable in the
planting of a Church, are a powerful obftru@ion
to literary purfuits : they even deprive a clergy-
man of the time requifite for deep refearch into
the fubjects, moft immediately conneéted with
his public labours. Without adverting to what
cannot be remedied in the prelent flate of the
Church, the Committeec would only requeft the
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8ynod to confider, that many Minifters are de-

riving a part of their fupport from fources un- °

connected with their official duties. The Com-
mittee particularly refer to farming and teaching,
which, though perhaps neeeflary to the exiftence
of fome congregations, muft occupy much time
that ‘might be more profitably employed for the
furtherance of the golpel. It appears advifeable,
therefore, that the Synod form fome arrange.
ments which may, by degrees, connect more
clofely the przaching and fupport of the gofpel,
and alfo excite its Minifters t& exert their talents
for literary and theological improvement.

Upon the firft of thefe points the Committee
would obferve, that modes of minifterial {ubfift-
ance, unconnected with the difpenfation of di-
vine ordinances, do not in general correct the
evil which they are deligned to remedy. They
tend to abftract the attetion of Chriftians from
the difcharge of a duty, which appears to be
requifite in order to the progrefs of religion. If
a Chourch does not feel an intereft in the fupport
of its ordinances, its members will alfo want that
energy of exertion,upon which its enlargement
and permanence depend : and it has been ufually
experienced that the Clergyman who has other
refources than the liberality of the Church, will
on that very account receive lefs fympathy and
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With refpect to literary and theological im-
provement, the Committee would recommend

that difcourfes for the pulpit be prepared with -

care. To preach truth is importapt ; but the

workman who would not be athamed, muft do

it feafonably and well. A careful obfervation of

the particular circumflances of the Church, cor-

re@nefs of thought and expreflion, and a becom-

ing mode of addrefs, are all ufeful means for fix.

ing the attemntion of men upon the truths of re.

ligion. Even the laft of thefe, as a profitable

recommendation of truth, ought to be cultivated

with care. Oratory has ever been a powerful

engine in fociety ; and, furely, the gofpel is en-
titled to all its energies. Blue and purple and
fcarlet, were formerly confecrated to the fervice
of God ; and noorpament of which religion is
fufceptible, fhould yet be withheld. . Accuracy
of fentiment and language, and a dignity" of
cnunciation according with the fublimity of
fcriptural truth, confiitute a part of that Gmpli-
city and godly fincerity which the Minifters of
Chrift are enjoined to obferve. The Clergyman,
theretore, who details his crude conceptions, ot
ufes an uncouthnefls of language or manner, ob-
fcures the {plendour of truth, and gives to reli-
gion an unfeemly ard forbidding appearance.
For promoting improvement in thefe points, the
Committee would recommend the revival of an
obfolete
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ical 1m- obfolete practice, from which the Prefbyterian
mmend « |  Church in other countries has derived much
*d with ~ | advantage : thatis, that the meetings. of Prefby-
but the 7 teries be as frequent as poflible ; and be defigned
nuft do for minifterial improvement, as well as for the
ation of dire@ion of the affairs of the Church : and, that
h, cor- each Clergyman in rotation, for the exercife of
becom- his talents, recsive a (ubjctl for difcuflion, which
for fix-  \  he fhall /deliver at next ordinary meeting, fub-

s of re. Ject to the critical remarks of his brethren.
‘ofitable The Committee would farther remind the Sy-
Itivated nod of the relation which the difcipline of a
owerful |  Church bears to its progrefs in religion. Difci-
1 is en- pline is evidently a leading feature of the Chriftian
le and fyftem ; and where it has been regulated by
fervice fcriptural principles, experience has uniformly
jion is proved it excellence. He who preaches the
‘curacy truth, is enjoined to take care that it be believed
ity of and practifed inthe Church. The arrangements
ity of of Chrift for its government, allo, mark the im-
impli- portance of this part ot duty., The Minifter who
fters of . labours in word and do&rine, has helps for go-
[yman, verntment allowed him ; and it will be always
)Ds, OT found, that much of the profperity of a congre-
er, ob-~ ¢ gation, depends upon the zeal and adivity of its
o reli- feflion. Befide that purity of deportment, there-
\rance. . fore, which thefe ought to exemplify, their fta-
ts, the tion in the Church requires them to feel an in.
of an terelt in the prefervation of its purity, and to
blolete exercife

-
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exercife an affeCtionate vigilance over the cenduét
of its mgmbers. For gaining thefe ends, an ex.
amgle of migiflerial faithfulnefs is, perhaps, the
moft effctual means. The fentiments of the
Clergyman who fhows an affetionate concern for
the religious improvement of the members of
the Churchy will generally have much weight
with his feflion ; and this influence will confe-
quently affift him to give a juft dire@ion to their
views and ccndu&. The Committee would
likewife recommend, that, in a!l micifterial vifi-
tation of families, the artendance of every-elder
in his own quarter be enjoined, as a neceffary
part of this religious duty. In thofe Churches

which we profefs to imitate, this reguladon has

been adopted which much profit to religion.

Such an arrangement tends to excite, alike the

vigilance of elders and the circumfpection of the

members of the Church. It alfo enables a Cler-

gyman to know more exaélly the ftate of families

and individuals under his infpeétion ; and thus
aflits him to render his intercourfe with them
fufervient to their improvement.

‘The Committee would farther recommend,
that, in all aéts of government and difcipline in
particular congregations, a {tri& attention to re-
gularity be obferved. What is defigned for pre-
ferving good order, fhould never be done in a
diforderly manner. Authority belongs to the
{eflion
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teflion conjurétly ; and is to be exercifed, only
where its members have been regularly convened
and conftituted in the name of the Lord Jefus
Chrift.  Where this order is not obferved, the
Church lofes an efleatial part of its dignity, and
difcipline much of its influence. The irregular
exercife of difcipline may afford to the members
of a feflion a temporary convénience ; but it
will ultimately affect their general refpeétability
and icfluence in the congregation over which
they prefide. It will expofe them individually
to the prejudice and diflike of the members of
the Church, and occafienally devolve upon 3
Minifter much blame, from which itis one ex-
preis ufe of a feflion to relieve him. Befides,
difcipline irregularly exercifed, cannot enjoy the
divine blefling in the fame degree, as when
all things are done decently and in order.

With refpect to the admiflion of Members into
the Church, the Committee would advife that
it be conducted in fuch a manner, as may illuf-
trate the nature of a Chriftian profeflion. For
this purpofe, a formula containing a profeflion
of the faith and of the fubmiffion due to the good
order of religion, might be adopted aud ufed in
all the congregations under the Synod’s infpecti-
on. This would eftablith uniformity in the
Church. It would alfo give to admiilions an
impreflive folemnity ; and,in the fubfcquent ex-

ercile
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ercife of difcipline, might be produttive of ad-
vantage.

The Committee would farther obferve, that
the admiflion of Meinbers into the Church, re-
quires particular care. Faith and holinefs are
the chara&eriftics of the family of Chrift ; and
without clean~hands apd a pure heart,. none
fhould be received into his houfe. High de-
grees of purity, it is true, are not to be required ;
for the Church is Chrift’'s fchool, and his chil-
dren are difciples. But where perfons without
the marks of dilciplcthip, are admitted, a tem-
porary quiet is purchafed at the expence of future
trouble. Seflions which, for the fake of peace,
alow the Church to be defiled, will not remain
without reafon to repent their unfaithfulnefs,
Unworthy members are roots of bitternefs, which
ufually rea& upon the religious comfort of its
rulers.

But farther, in infpeting the conduct of the
Members of the Church, much watchfulnefs

ought to be exercifed. To go on to perfcction

is the Chriftian character ; and to ftimulate the
Church to {uftain it honourably, is one principal
ufe ot a feffion. Itis, therefore, the dury of
elders, to exercife an affectionate vigilance for
the improvement of thofe over whom they pre-
fide ; and both by their example and influence,
to ftimulate them to higher degrees of Chriftian

purity.
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puiity. For thefe ends, religion has provided the
neceflary means ; and it is the duty of a Seffion to
twke care that thefe be properly improved, Iaaddi-
tion to the asrangements alrexrdy introduced into
the church, the committee would fuggeft a few
particulars, which appear to them calculated-to
promote the knowledge, {pirit, and good order,
of religion.

It muft be always important, that the members
of a Church perceive clearly the line of diftinéti.
on between themielves and thufe who aré not
in its eommunion. At prefent, however, ia
many congregations under the Syrod’s infpecti-
on, this is not fo obvious as religion requires.
As yet, to form congregations has been the em-
ployment of Miniflers. During the progrefs of
this work, their fupport cannot be derived folely
frcm the members of the Church ; and belides,
in the management of the temporal affairs of
congregations, all who contribute to their {fup~
port, have ufually a fhare. By thefe means it
not wnfrequently happens, that thofe in the com-
munion of the Church, overlock their particu-
lar relation to their Minifter, and the correfpond.
ing obligations under which religion has plsged
them. Inftead of viewing themfelves as a :fft
of one body, united to their Clergyman by.{o-
lemn and endearing ties, they confider themf{elyes
mercly as individuvals, paying him fo much

falary
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falary and receiving certain privileges in return }
and thus, they are prevented from feeling a due
intereft in the profperity ¢f the Church ; and
their Clergyman, in cafes of difficuity, is left
without that encouragement which they ougfxt
to afford him.

It appears, therefore, to thée Committee ad-
vifeable, that every Minifter, befide explaining
occafionally the nature of a Church, fhould, to-
gether with his feflion, from time to time meet
with thofe under their infpection by themfelves ;
and engige with them in fuch aéts of religion, as
may fix thcir views upon their individual rela.
tion to the Church and its rulers. In the pre-
fent flate of the Church, alfo, to lay befote them
at thofe meetings the tranfadions of the feflion §
and particularly fuch aés of difcipline, as would
unprefs upon their minds the importance of purity
of communion, might be attended with profit,
Such meelings would give them a pra&ical view
af the diflin@ion between the Church and the
world. Thus, they would alfo becomc: better
acquainted with each other as members of the
fame Church, and ultimately, more clofely
united.  Befides, by fuch occalional reports from
thé feflion, they would gradually acquire that
interelt in the purity of the Church, which every
member fhould feel. .

‘The Committee allo conceive, that the increafe
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| of Meetings for Chriftian Fellowfhip, would be 2

:'c;u:]nu: | gain toreligion. Experience has proved their
,h . and + excellence ; and, in all pure Churches, they are
i,s left ¢ duly appreciated and cherifthed with care. When
! ougfxt 1 men fear the Lord, and {peak often one to ano-
ther ; the divine blefling attends them. Such
—— . friendly and affe@ionate intercourfe, adds to the
laining ' encrgy of (Ih‘riﬂians s and thus bccom.cs profita-
ik %0a ble to themfelves and to the general interefts of
b andet : the Church. ' .
felves The advancement of religion likewnfc. requires,
Koo, i that a more marked attention be pald\tu the
| rela. youonger part of the Members of the Ch.urch.
e pre- 'l‘h‘is Synod maintains that the children of pro-
s vism tefling parents belong to the Church ; but, as
ffion ¢ | yet, the o.pcr:uion of this principle has . b‘ecn ale
would . moﬁ. entirely refiriGted to their adm.'.ﬂlon by
purity baptif{in. Afierwards they have been viewed, ra-
profi. » ther as related to their parents, than as conneéted
1 view with the houlehold of faith. This, the commit.
A . the tee nwould remark, obfcures the cx.ce'llcnccﬂt, and
— { reftricts the benefis, of tl.mc Chriftian, iyﬂc.m.
I Ad-miﬂinn into the Church, is pflrlicularly' \fVl(.lx
clofely ! aview tothc. benefit of communion. Chriftiani-
s from 1 ty, alfo, b'as its df:grccs of fellowfhip adapted to
ko cvcry.penod of life ; and, perhaps, the neglect
every | of this benevolent and comprehenfive arrange-
« ment with refpe@ to youth, has injured religion
lcrc‘afc more, than any uther caufe that can be Aﬂlgned‘.
of Youtn
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Youthisthe feafon in which the mind is moft flexi.
ble, and in which habits are moft calily formed.
Then, alfo, vice 1t more alluring, and lefs eafily re-
filted. It s, therefore, that period of life which
needs the goeatefl attention.  If youth be neg-
lected, the ca'e of manhood will be both more
difficult and lefs profitable : rolabour in harveft
can compenfate for the want of cultivation in
fpring. The Committee, therefore, would carneft-
ly recommend the adoption of the order of the pri-
mitive Churgh j that thofe received into commu-
nion, be divided into full members and cate-
chumens ; and that the latter, at an early period
of life, be taken under the infpection of feflions,
for inftruétion and the exercife of iifciplinc ac-
cording to circumftances. To give efficiency to
this arrangement, feflions thould be enjoined to
meet with them as often as poflible, for their
improvement in fuch parts of religion as are
befitting rheir years.

The Committee would farther advile, that
Seflions endeavour to introduce among the
vounger Members of the Church, a tafle for
that rational aoH religious information which
may be acquired by reading. Many young
perfons, merely becaufe they hayp-mot been ha-
bituated to employ their hours of relaxation in
fuch a way as might both amufe and 1oftru&,
are enfnared by temptation, and loft to the

Church.
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Church. Ia feveral parts of the Church, congregi.
tional libraries have been alrsady begun; and the
Committec conceive, that, were thefe more gene-
ral, and adapted in part to the capacity of youth,
religion would foon experience their beneficial
confequences, Were the interefting information
relpeing the progrefs of the gofpel, which is
now aunnually publithed by many religious focie=
ties, allo diffufed through the Church, it would
both afford inftru®ion, and contribute to form
the tafte of its members. For this puorpole the
Committee would piopcle, that fome members
of Synod from time to time publith an abfiract
of religious intelligence. This meafure they con-
ceive to be vattly important.  Without enumer-
ating the advantages which other Churches have
derived from periodical publications, the Com-
mittee would oniy remark, that, in this country
where there are few books and little inclination
to read, a judicious fele¢tion of religious intelli-
gence, interfperfed with juft views of fcriptural
truth, would not only amufe and inftruét, but
imperceptibly introduce a difpofition favourable

alike to literature and religious improvement.
In recommending this meafate, the Commit-
tee are naturally led to fuggeft, that a printing
prefs under the control of the Synod, would be
a valuable acquifition.  Particular circumftances
may cccafionally rcquich them, to give publicity
te
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to their views and proceedings. Befides, indivi-
dual Clergymen, by exercifing their literary ta-
lents for the prefs, might improve themfelves,
benefit the public, and do honour to the Church.
But, in this Province at prefent, the ftate of print-
ing prefents a formidable obftruction to the at-
tainment of thefe ends.

The Committee would likewife fuggeft to the
Synod, as a ufeful meafure, that they adopt fome
arrangement, by which the exact ftate of the
Church may be annually afcertained. For this
purpofe, each feflion might be enjoined to deliver
every year to their Pretbytery, a flatement of
fuch particulars refpecting the congregation un-
der their infpe@ion, as might illuitrate the de-
gree of fuccefsattending the difperfation of di.
vine crdinances. From thefe again, a prefby-
terial abfiract might be made and t1anfmitted to
the Synod. This would concentrate every cir-
cumflance of importance ; and, by giving a juft
dirc€tion to their views, contribute to regulate
their fubfequent meafures. Perhaps, alfo, the
publication of a brief fummary of the whole,
might be an advantage to the Church,

But farther, the Committee conceive that a
regular correfpondence with evangelical Churches
in various parts of the world, would be a ufeftl
meafure.  This, in the infant fate of the Church
of Nova-Scotia, would add to its rcfpectability ;
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and were the information given and received,;
. occafionally communicated to its members, it
would aflift them to feel an intereft in the prof-
. perity of its affairs.  Befides, it may be obferved
' that {uch a correfpondence, without afiecting the
~ principles of the Church, would tend to diffufe
among its members, that enlargement of .views
and catholic fpirit which ought always to cha-
racterize the houle of the living God.

. IL—MEANS FOR SECURING THE PERMANENCE

OF THE CHURCH.

The Synod are already aware, that, when 2
Church is founded, to provide for its perma-

. nenceis both a neceffary and important meafure.

- Itinvclvesin it the interefts of the prefent and
fucceeding ages; and the Committee apprehend,
that, from the prefent ftate of the Church of
Nova-Scotia, itis entitled to immediate and fe-
rious confideration. This Synod is yet a milfli-

' onary Church, and may be faid to have neither

plan nor arrangement by which its wants can be
in future fupplied. Already, the Church has

¢ many demands unan{wered ; and were any bro-

' ther removed from his labours, this would at

" the fame time increafe the wants, and diminith

! the efficiency, of the Church. It appears, there-
! fore, to the Committee, that every member of

Ithis Synod is indifpenfably obligated to exert
! " himfelf,
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\himfclf, that the ordinances of religion may be

tran(mitted to fucceeding ages.

For the purpofe of immedlate fupply, it is
neceflary to cultivate the friencfhip and folicit
the affiftance of thofe Churches in Britain, which
have hitherto cherithed the gofpel in this coun.
try. To thefe, the gratitude of the €hurch of
Nova-Scotia is juftly due. They have done
much to plant and water it ; and they fill pre-
fent every encouragement to expect their una.
bated friendthip. The Committee, however,
would remind the Synod, that this mode of fup-
plying the Church, will be attended with confi-
derable expence.  This, as far as it is practica-
ble, fhould be borne by thofe whe are receiving
the benefit. At prefent, the ability of the
Church of Nova-Scotia is {mall, and it has
much to do; yet thew§ynod, by an exertion
proportioned to their refodrces, ought to mani-
feft, that, if they poflefled the power, they do
not want the inclination.

The Committee, however, in fuggefting the
propriety of looking in the mean time to the
Britith Churches for Preachers ot the Gofpel,
would requeft the Synod to confider, that all
fupplies from that quarter muft be temporary
and precarious. By and by, alfo, thefe may be
required to a greater extent, than thofe Churches
miay be able toaffurd,  Befides, fuch a mode of
providing
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providing for the wants of the Church, has many
difadvantages. Without entering into a detail
of thefe, it may be only obferved, that a Church

~which has no refources for a fucceflion of Cler-
gymen, can neither be extenfive nor permanent.
The Committee would, therefore, earneftiy re-
commend to the Synod, the eltablithment of a
feminary of education from which Preachers of
the Gofpel may be procured ; and, in the event
of attaining this valuable acquifition, it might be
allo advifeable, to afford to young men of piety
and talents, every poflible encouragement to de-
dicate themfelves 1o the work of the miniftry.

111 -MEANS FOR- THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE
CHURCH.

With refpect to the enlargement of the Church,
the Committee would remark that much de-
pends upon the Church iticlf. By the divine
blefling, its enlargement will neccflurily arife out
of the ufetulnefs of its minifters and its general
refpectability, 1t cannot, therefore, be too
ftrongly imprefled upon the mind of all in its
commungion, that their deportment ought to be
a recommendation of their religious principles.
Itis from an obfervation of fats, that the quali-
ty of any denomination of Chriltians, is ufually
cllimated. Practical godlinefs, then, is the beft
recommendation of doctrinal truth, and an ap-

pointed
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pointed means for the cnlargement of the
Church.  When its members approve themfelves
to be good men ; attentive to the ordinances of

'Gnd ; and diligent to acquit themfelves in their

focial relations ; they adorn religion : and
others, feeing their good works, glorify God in
the day of vifitation.  As the congregations un-
der the Synod’s infpe&ion, therefore, can be
noted for their attachment to religion, fubmiflion
to good order, and public {pirit to promote the
ends of fociety, they will contribute to the en-
largement of the Prefbyterian Church.

In prefent circumftances it is allo neceflary,
that every Miniller confider his relation to the
Church at large, and his confequent duty to ex-
ert himfelf for the profperity of the whole. The
interefls of a young and growing Church, re-
quire much general co-operation and labour. On
this account, to the Prefbyterian Church of Nova-
Scotia, enlarged views of the minifterral office
are at prelent particularly important. Where
{fo much good may be done, every Clergyman
fhould exemplify an enterprifing fpirit to extend
his ufefulnefs, by taking his full fhare of thofe

general labours, which may be judged requifite,

for the diflemination of religious knowledge.
The Committee have made thefe remarks
partly, becaufe miflionary excurfions appear to
bea principal means for the enlargement of the
Church ;
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Church; and thefe they would recommend to be
as frequent and extenfive as poffible. They
would alfo obferve, that the fuccefs of fuch mis-
fions muft confiderably depend upon the way in
which they are conduéted. When our Lord
miflioned his difciples, he fent two and two to-
gether ; and perhaps the Synod, particularly in
fending the Gofpel to places not previoufly vifit.
ed, might find it advantageous to adopt the fame
plan. The Committee would likewile advife,
that no remuneration be taken by thofe who are
fent. 1t any fettlement with to thow their fenfe
of the obligation, it would be more confiftent
with the dignity of the Church, that they be
directed to tranfmit their offering to the funds
of the Synod; from which, the reafonable ex-
pence of miflions ought to be defrayed.

The Committee would farther fuggeft, that,
in all miflionary excurfions, it would be advifable
to introduce inta deftitute places, not only the
In order
to the progref(s of religion, both are requilite ; an
the Committee conceive that were this plan
adopted, congregations might be gradually form-
ed in many places, where the preaching of the
Gofpel alone, would not tend to the enlirgement
Qf the Church. The prudent husbandman
fcncega. as well as fows, his field : and the children
of this world, ought not to be wiler than the
children of light. Such
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Such arethe principal means, which appear ta,
the Committee neceflary for promoting the pros-
perity of the Church.  Several of the meafures
yecommended, will fubj:¢t the Synod te much
labour and expence : but the caufe deferves both ;
and neither Minifters nor oflier Members of the
Church, thould fhrink from the exertion. In
this labour of love, it belongs to the former to
fet the example ; and the Committee exprefs
themlelves with confidence, in adding, that the
latter will tread in their fteps, and perform their
full thare, In all religious foeieties there will be
individuals, who, tor the fake of faving a few
pence, will mufter 2 hoft of obje@tions againft
every work of benevolence.  But the Committee
perfuade themfclves, that, in the Prefbyterian
Church of Nova-Ecotia, neither the number nor
irfluence of fuch, 1s extenfive, The mealures
which they have recommended, involve in them
the very exiltence of the Church ;and, on lefs
important occalions, the public fpirit of many of
its Members, has been amply proved.

From the experience of other Churches the
Synod will afcertain, what plans they have found
molt effectual for calling forth and concentrating
the liberality of Chriftians. The operative in-
flucnce of religion is every where the fame;
and fimilar meafures, adopted in this Church,
will produce the like fruits. In the prefent
calo,
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cale, the Committee would advife the Synod, te
lay before the feveral congregations under their
infpetion, a plain ftatement of their plans for
promoting the interefts of religion. Thefe, ac-
cording to their importance, will receive the ap-
probation of every reafonable and religious man,
The publication of fuch a ftatement, will alfo
fecure their concurrence in every good work ;
and, at the fame time, counteract the influence
of mifreprefentation,

With re(peét to refources, the Synod already
poflefs every reafonable encouragement. Many
congregations within the bounds of the Church,
have, with alacrity, conneéted themfelves with
the Britifh and Foreign Bible Society ; and it is
not to be fuppofed that thefe, feeling for the
uninftruted in diftant lands, will refit an appli-
cation, which aims at providing the ordinanpces
of religion for the very place where they have ac-
quired a property, and where they expeét - theic
children to remain. This fubje@, the Com=
mittee can flate, has already engaged the atten-
tion of many Members of the Church; and
feveral very generous legacies have been be-
queathed, for promoting fome of thofe plans which
are now propofed to the Synod.

At prefent, the Committee would only beg
leave farther to remind the Synod, that it is not
the ordinary bufinefs of the Church which now
requircs
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requires their attention. Fhis Synod is placed
in circumflances which call for unufual arrange.
ments ; arrangements, that equally require en-
lightened views and perfevering exertions. The
meafures, which they adopt, will involve in them
the honour and fuccefs of the Golpel in this part
of the world : they will affet the prefent, and
may extend their influence to fucceeding ages.
To the cunduct of this Synod, then, therea muft
be attached a folemn and awful refponfibility ;
and, therefore, the committee fervently pray,
thatevery member may abundantly receive the
fpirit of Hlumination from above, and exemplify
that wildom which is full of mercy and good
fruits,
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3.

ABSTRACT
OF THE
Resolutions and Arrangements of

Synod upon the preceding
('por{.

. Minifters were directed to fuggeft to their

people, the propriety of appointing, in each
congregation, fit perfons for the management
of its temporal affairs : alfo, to report pro-
gre(s at next mecting of Synod.

. It was recommended to Minifters, that in the

minifterial vifitation of familics, they be at.
tended by an elder.

It was ordered that Prefbyteries meet as often
as poflible : and, that, at each meeting, a

difcourfc upon fome topic previoufly afligned,
be
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be delivered by one of the members; which
| difcoyrfe fhall be afterwards criticifed by the
" brethren in private.

4. Fach Prefbytery was enjoined to prepare for
the confideration of the Synod at their next
meeting, a formula of queftions, to be put to

perfons at their admiflion into the commugion
of the Church,
(

5. It was recommended to Seffions, that they
occafionally meet with the members of the
Church, apart from thofe who may ufually

worfhip with them, for appropriate focial and
religious exerciles.

6. It was appointed, as a part of eftablithed or-

der in alt congregations under the Synod's

A inf{pection, that, when the children of cliurch
& members are about fourteen years of age, they
fhall be taken under the direction of the Sef-

| fion, for inftruction and the exercife of difcis
i pline.

7. Minifters were erjoined to recommend ta
their pecple, the formation of fellowthip meet-

ings for improvement in knowledge and
\ practical religion,

8. It was reccommended that congregational li-
brarics
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braries be formed in every part of the
Church : and, that in the felection of books,
regard be bad to the improvement of youth.

. Miniflers were enjoined to open fubfcriptions
in their refpective congregations, for the pur-
pofe of purchafing a printing prefs, to be
placed under the dire&tion of the Synod.

10. The Rev. Duncan Ross, THomas M‘Cut-
LccH, and James RoBson, were appointed a
ftanding Committee of Correfpondeuce with
other Churches, and enjoined to report their
proceedings at next mecting of Synod.

11. The confideration of the propcfal of a pe-
riodical publication, for circulating treligious
intelligence and diffufing religious knowledge,
was deferred till a printing prefs be pracured.

12. Seflions were enjoined to report annually to
their refpective Prefbyteries, the number of
members, and the ftate of religion, in the
congregations under their infpetion ; and
Prefbyteries, to tran(mit to the Synod an
annual abftract of thefe reports,

13. It was recommended to all congregations
under the Synod’s infpeiion, to fhow their
attachment to religion and literature, by en.

couraging
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couraging the propofed feminary of education
in Pictou.

14. It was agreed, that no memiber of Synod
fhall receive any remuneration from thofe
among whom he may be occafionally miilion-
ed to labour : and, that, if thofe perfons who
are vilited, defire to thow their attachment to
the gofpel, by contributing to the {upport of
its ordinancés, they be directed to tranfmit
their offering to the funds of the Synod ;
from which the reafonable expence of miffi-
ons fhall be in future defrayed.

15. Miniflers who may be miflioned to deftitute
places, were enjoined to introduce, as far as it
may be practicable, the order of the Church.
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APPENDIX.

FORMULA OF QUESTIONS TO BE PUT, BY OR-
DER OF THE SYNOD, TO AlLL WHO ARE

ORDAINED TO THE OFFICE OF THE HOLY
MINISTRY.

1. Do you believe that the Scriptures cf the
Old and New Toltaments are the word ot God,
and the oaly rule of faith and praétice ?

2. Do you believe that the whole doérine
contained in the Weltminfter Confeflion of Faith
and Catechifms, as received by this Church, (1)

18

—

(1) This Chureh receives the whole !sctrine contained
in the Westminster Coufession o 1 h and Cateclusus, ex-
cept that pyrt of it which respects (he Magistiate’s power in
matters of Feligion  They give no dec sion as to the doc-

: trine taught in these words, Coof. Ch. XXLUIL Sect. I1L

C
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is-a fcriptural eshibition of divine truth; and
do you engage, according to your flation, to
profefs and maintain it in the Church ?

3. Do you believe that the Lord Jefus Chrift
is the only King and Head of the Church, and
that he has revealed, in Sctipture, thofe princi-
pies accordiig to which it is to be ruled ?

4. Do you believe that the Prefbyterial form

- y . . .
of government, as maintained in this Church, (1)
is

“ Yet he hath authority, and it is his duty, to take order,
“ that unity and peace be preserved in the Church, that the
truth of God be kept pure and eutire, that all blasphemies
and heresies be suppressed, all corruptions and abuses in
worship and discipline preveuted or reformed, and all the
“ ordinances of God duly settled, aduiimistered, and observ-
el 5 for the better effecting whereof, Lie hath power to call
© Nyuody, to be present at thew.”  Aud lhey deay the doc-
trive tauchtin these woids, Zbodom ¢ Aud to provide that
transacted 1o thein he according to the
Cmind ol God.,”  And they hold that Church Rulers have

“«
“

waalsoever 1s

auithority, erofcoo, Lo meet tor gm«rulncnl and (|I?\(‘I|lllnn‘,
whousoeser the circunstances of the Church require 1t, any
Ching 1o Cont Ul XA XL Sect. 1L uwotwithistanding.

1L s nonew thing for i'l't‘\l))l(‘[lﬂ“ Churelie s, Lo re-

ecive b doetnnes of the Westminster Assembly of Divines,

wiiheriinn exylanations and rastrictions. Prde, At of the
/ ot the Church of Seotland, approving the

Conrsvien of Fah, usually prefized to the Confession.

<o) Fhic Cliureh hiolds that the substance of Presby-
triad g overnment consists, in the equalily of Church Rulers,

and suboid.nation of Church Courts, ~
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is agreeable to the word of God ; and do yor
promife to maintain it doctrinally, and practi
cally to adhere to its difcipline, both as a mem-«
ber of the Church, and as a minifter of Chrift ?

9. Do you engage to maintain the fpirityal
unity of the Church, in its doctrine and goverp-
ment, worfhip and difcipline ; and do you foe
lemnly pledge yourfelf, in the prefence of the
Lord Jefus Chrift and his Church, never to
progagate any contraditory principle, nor intro-
duce any contrary practice, among thofe entruft-
ed to your charge, norin any other public way,
till you have regularly acquainted your brethren
in the miniftry with the ulteration of your
views, and till thefe views have been diflcufled,
and the general fentiments of the Church afcers
tained ?

6. Is love to God, and o the fouls of men,
your principal induc-ment to enter into the
office of the holy Miniftry ?

7. Can you with a fafe confcience declare, that
you have ufed no improper means to procure a
call to the miniftry in this congregation ?

8. Do you accept the call to the pafioral of.
fice over this people ; and do you folemnly en-

gage
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gageto condud yourfeif as a faithful Minifter
of the Gofpel among them, and aifo, wherever
Providence affords you an opportunity ; keep-
ing carefully in view, that this congregation,
and the Church at lirge, be by your labours af-
fifted, in the attainment of higher degrees of
Chriftian improvement ?

9. Doyou promife to exemplify the excel
lence of Chriftian do&rine by the confcientious
performance of the duties of a lholy iife, cor-
vefponding with your ftation in the Church,
and your relations to feciety ¢

10. Do you declare that you are cordially at-
tached to the civil authorities by which this Pro-
vince is ruled ; and do you promife, according
to your flation, to give thofe proofs of loyalty
which divine authority enjoins upon fubjects to-
wards their rulers ?

11. Do you promife to fubmit yourfelf, in the
Lord, to the authority of this Prefbytery, in
fuburdination to fuperior Courts ?

And all thefe you profefs to believe, and pro-
mife, thrcugh grace, to pertorm, as you muft
aniwer to the Lord Jefus Chrift, when he comes
with all his Saints ?




