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TRURO, Court-House, 
Oct. 9, 1817.

THE Synod met, and was constitut­

ed—

Took into consideration the Report 
of the Committee for suggesting ways 
and means for promoting Religion— t

The Synod remitted the Report to 
the Committee, and enjoined them to 
revise it, and to publish it without de- 
lay.

JAMES ROBSON, Syd. Clk.
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REPORT; Sfc.

THE Committee, in Hating to the Synod 
the refult of their invefligatiooi, beg leave 

to make a few preliminary remarks, which, in 
considering the fubjeét of their commiffioii, oc­
curred to themfelves, and directed their atten­
tion to feveral points contained in the following 
fiatement.

The prefent times are diftinguiflied by the ener­
getic exertions of good men in almoft every part 
of the world, to diffeminate the knowledge and 
influence of pure and undefiled religion. In 
the fuccefs of thefe labours of love, the church 
alfo contemplates additional proofs of divine faith- 
fulnefs ; and the approach of thofe days, when 
all ends of the earth Hull remember and turn

unto



unto the Lord, and all kindreds of the nations 
fhall bow before him The Sun of Righteoufuefs ’ 
has ariien upon the dark places of the earth ; and 
many, guided by his illuminating rays, are al­
ready coming from the eafl, and from the well, 
and from the north, and from the fouth, and ate 
fitting down with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Ja­
cob, in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Amidft this enlargement of the border of Zi­
on, the Prefbyteriau Church of Nova-Scotia ap­
pears as an obj -61 of no ordwary intereft. Com­
mencing, not many years ago, in the feeble at- 

'tcnpts of a few individuals to provide the Guf- 
pel tor thrmfelves and their families, it has, by 
the divine blefling, acquired a confillency and 
extent, which promife much good to the wilder- 
nels .m l lolitary place. Nor ought it to be over- 
lot hed, that the whole Church is yet the fruit of 
mifii.mary labour. Though at prefent conlitting 
of feveral Prclbyterics, it flill beats the character 
of a Miflionary Church. It contains many who 
have been redeemed unto G d, but none, trained 
in its bofbin to the work of the miniflry.

The union of its parts, which has been lately 
formed, deftives, alfo, to be noted as an unufual 
event. Religious parties have rarely coaleiced 
without fume dereliction of truth or duty ; but 
an adherence to both is the bails upon which this 
byuod was founded. Every member of it pro­
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ceeded upon what appeared to himfelf to bo 
fcriptural principles, and acquiefced in the mca* 
lure, as well calculated to promote the purity, and 
enlarge the bounds, of the Church. Thele were 
the points upon which all had fixed their atten­
tion. Though a union of perfons appeared to 
be highly detirable ; a general concentration of 
energy upon that work in which all were indi­
vidually labouring, was chiefly regarded ; and 
the Committee conceive the inveftigation aflign- 
ed them, to be the firft fruits of union rendered 
fubfervient to this great end. In obedience to 
appointment, therefore, they will proceed to fpe- 
city lume of thofc means which feem to rhem 
calculated to cherifli religion in the Church, to 
fccure its permanence, and to enlarge its bounds.
V—MEANS FOU PROMOTING RELIGION IN THE 

CHURCH.

FROM the nature of religion, the interfiai 
profperity of a Church muft always be proporti­
oned to the degree of icriptural order oblrrved 
by its members. The divine blefiing is the fource 
of all fpiritual improvement ; and fubmiflion to 
the authority of God is theonly means by which 
that can be attained. It is the order of rel-gion, 
aUo, that every degree of faith and obedience, 
introduces a correfpondiug difpenfation of grace. 
Viewing the Church, then, as exçrefsly inflitut- 
cd for the mutual afliftancc of its members and

their
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their conjunâ communion with God, every aft 
of religion contributes to the general advantage, 
lor ti e lame realon, individual negleft of means 
mull afl'cti the general fellowfhip, and injure the 
interefts of the whole ; and hence the warning of 
icripture : “ Looking diligently left any man tail 
of the grace of God, left any root.of bitternefs 
fpringing up trouble you, and thereby many be 
defiled.”

From thefe remarks it will appear how impor­
tant it is, that a juft direflion be given to the faith 
and practice of the Church ; and conlequent- 
ly, that thole who teach and thufe who rule, dif- 
charge with faithfulnefs the duties afligned them.

In all religious focicties, the conduct and tha* 
rafter of public teachers, have been experienced 
to be of extenfive influence. This arifes from 
the nature of their office, and from that confi­
dence which the members of a Church ufually rc- 
pofe in the integrity of the perfon to whom they 
have intruded the direction of their fpiritual 
affairs. Viewing him as a teacher and a pattern 
of righteoufuefc, they imperceptibly imbibe his 
fentiments, imitate his conduft, and even adopt 
his language in their acts of devotion. For thefe 
icafons, illuftratiuns of the private deportment 
and public labours of clergymen, ccnftitute a 
prominent feature of the Chriftian revelation. 
The fcripturei, in revealing the doftrincs of re-

ligion,

*
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ligion, propofe themfclvcs alfo as a pattern of 
publie teaching and miniflcrial conduct ; and 
upon thefe points, they illuftrate prefcept by ex- 
amplev When they explicitly define the cha­
racter of a preacher of the gofpcl, they fhow what 
our Lord himfelf was, and how his apoftles 
taught and praâifed. The interclts of the 
Church therefore require, that its Minifters, in 
ftudying tbte fcriptures for improvement, keep 
equally in view, an acquaintance with doctrinal 
truth and apoftolic example. Thus, they will 
be prepared to aft as religion preferibes ; and 
their miniftrations, by the divine blcfling, will 
tend to illuminate and purify the Church.

The Committee do not prefume to fpecify 
what courfe of deftrine may, in the prefent ftate 
of the Churth, be mod profitably taught. This 
mud be left to the judgment of teachers, di- 
re&ed by the word of God, and by juft views of 
the particular circumftances of thofe congregati* 
ons over which they prcfidc. Only, it may be 
in general obferved, that the grace of the gofpel 
cannot be too clearly Hated, nor reftitude of 
eonduft too ftrongly enforced.

With refpect to dodtrine, however, the Com­
mittee would remind the 8>no<l, that the pro- 
grels of religion in the Church, depends much 
upon minifterial improvement. It is a peculi­
arity of the Chriftian fyltem, that it prepares

man
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man for duty and happincfs, by forming his 
mind to intelligence. Un this account, public 
teachers ought to be men of information ; and 
thofe who have acquired the mod enlarged views, 
mud be bed qualified to promote thefe impor­
tant defigns of religion. For the improvement 
ot the Church, therefore, divine authority en­
joins that mii.iderial profiting appear ; and ex­
perience exemplifies its invigorating influence 
upon the minds of Chridians. Every perfon 
who has obiei ved human nature, knows the 
power of variety. This, every feribe indructed 
unto the Kingdom of God, (hould turn to the 
account of religion, and bring from his matures 
things new and old. \ /

Fiona the particular; Jituation both of the 
Church and its Miniflers, much attention is due 
to this fubjedf. At prefent, the profperity of 
the Church tequires an unulual exeftion of talent ; 
yet, for various reafons, it can fcarcely attain what 
is neccil'ary for the dated and ordinary diichargc 
of duty, 'fhe difficulties unavoidable in the 
planting of a Church, are a powerful obftruflion 
to literary purfuits : they even deprive a clergy, 
man of the time requifitr for deep retearch into 
the fubjedts, mod immediately connected with 
hi» public labours. Without adverting to what 
cannot be remedied in the prefent date of the 
Church, the Committee would only requed the

Synod

11
1 1
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Synod to confnler, that many Minifters arc de­
riving a part of their fupport from fources un­
connected with their official duties. The Com­
mittee particularly refer to farming and teaching, 
which, though perhaps neeefiary to the exiftcnce 
of tome congregations, mult occupy much time 
that might be more profitably employed for the 
furtherance of the gofpel. It appears ad vifeablc, 
therefore, that the Synod form fume arrange- 
ments which may, by degrees, connect more 
clofely the preaching and fupport of the gofpel, 
and alfo excite its Minifters tfTexert their talents 
for literary and theological improvement.

Upon the fir ft of thefc points the Committee 
would obferve, that modes of minifterial fubfift- 
®nce, unconnected with the difpenfation of di­
vine ordinances, do not in general correct the 
evil which they are defigned to remedy. They 
tend to abftract the attention of ‘Chriftians from 
the difeharge of a duty, which appears to be 
requifite in order to the progrefs of religion. If 
a Church does not feel an intereft in the fupport 
of its ordinances, its members will alfo want that 
energy of exertion, upon which its enlargement 
and permanence depend : and it has been ufually 
experienced that the Clergyman who has other 
rcfources than the liberality of the Church, will 
on that very accouut receive left fympatby and 
attention.

With
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With rcfpcét to literary and theological im­
provement, the Committee would recommend 
that difeourfes for the pulpit be prepared w^U 
care. To preach truth is important ; but the 
workman who would not be afhamed, mull do 
it fealonably aud well. A careful oblervation of 
the particular circumflances of the Church, cor- 
reflnefs of thought and expreflion, and a becom­
ing mode of addrefs, are all ufeful means for fix- 
ing the attention of men upon the truths of re. 
ligion. Even the laft of thefe, as a profitable 
recommendation of truth, ought to be cultivated 
with care. Oratory has ever been a powerful 
engine in focicty ; and, furcly, the gofpel is en­
titled to all its energies. Blue and purple and 
fcarlct, were formerly confecrated to the fcrvice 
of God ; and no ornament of which religion is 
fufceptible, fhould yet be withheld. Accuracy 
of fentiment and language, and a dignity- of 
enunciation According with the fublimity of 
fcriptural truth, confiitute a part of that timpli- 
city and godly fincerity which the Minifters of 
Chrift arc enjoined to obferve. The Clergyman, 
therefore, who details his crude conceptions, or 
ufes an uncouthnefs of language or manner, ob- 
feures the fplendour of truth, and gives to reli­
gion an unleemly ar d forbidding appearance. 
For promoting improvement in thelie points, the 

Xsmmittee would recommend the revival of an
obfoletc

'



ôbfoletc pra&ice, from which the Prefbyterwn 
Church in other countries has derived much 
advantage : that is, that the meetings, of Prefby- 
teries be as frequent aspofiiblc ; and be defigned 
for minifterial improvement, as Well as for the 
direction of the affairs of the Church : and, that 
each Clergyman in rotation, for the excrcife of 
his talents, receive a fubjeft for difcuffion, which 
he fhall/deliver at next ordinary meeting, fub- 
jeâ to the critical remarks of his brethren.

The Committee would farther remind the Sy­
nod of the relation which the difeipline of a 
Church bears to its progrefs in religion. Difci- 
pline is evidently a leading feature of the Chriftian 
fyftem ; and where it has been regulated by 
fcriptural principles, experience has uniformly 
proved its excellence. He who preaches the 
truth, is enjoined to take care that it be believed 
and praclifed in the Church. The arrangements 
of Chrifl for its government, alfo, mark the im­
portance of this part of duty. The Minifter who, 
labours in word and doétrine, has helps for go­
vernment allowed him ; and it will be always 
found, th*t much of the profperity of a congre­
gation, depends upon the zeal and activity of its 
fcfiion. Beftde that purity of deportment, there­
fore, which thefe ought to exemplify, their da­
tion in the Church requires them to feel an in- 
teroft in the prelervacton of its purity, and to

excrcife
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exercifc an affedlionate vigilance over the conduct 
of its members. For gaining thefe ends, in ex. 
ample of miyllerial faithfulncfs is, perhaps, the 
moft effectual means. The fentiments of the 
Clergyman who (hows an affectionate concern for 
the religious improvement of the members of 
the Church* will generally have much weight 
with his ltfiion ; and this influence will con fre­
quently afiilt him to give a juft direction to their 
views and ccnduCt. The Committee would 
likewife recommend, that, in all minilterial vift- 
tation of families, the attendance of every‘elder 
in his own quarter be enjoined, as a neceflarv 
part of this religious duty. In thofe Churches 
which we profefs to imitate, this regulation has 
been adopted which much proht to religion. 
Such an arrangement tends to excite, alike the 
vigilance of elders and the circumfpection of the 
members of the Church. It alfo enables a Cler­
gyman to know more cxaCUy the flate of families 
and individuals under his infpedtion ; and thus 
a Hitts hi.n to render his intercourfe with them 
futilement to their improvement.

The Committee would farther recommend, 
that, in all adts of government and difeipline in 
particular congregations, a ftriCt attention to re­
gularity be oblerved. What is defigned for prfc- 
ferving good order, (hould never be done in a 
diforderly manner. Authority belongs to the

fclfion
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fcffion conjur.tily ; and is to be exercifed, only 
where its members have been regularly convened 
and conftituted in the name of the Lord Jefus 
Chi ill. Where this order is not obferved, the 
Church loies an effential part of its dignity, and 
difeipline much of its influence. The irregular 
excrcife 6f difeipline may afford to the members 
of a feflion a temporary convenience ; but it 
will ultimately affect their general refpeftabihty 
and influence in the congregation over which 
they prefide. It will expole them individually 
to the prejudice and diflike of the members of 
the Church, and occafionally devolve upon a 
Minifler much blame, from which it is one ex-r 
prels ufe of a feflion to relieve him. Bcfides, 
difeipline irregularly exercifed, cannot enjoy the 
divine blefling in the fame degree, as when 
all things are done decently and in order.

With refpeét to the admiflion of Members into 
the Church, the Committee would advife that 
it be conducted in fuch a manner, as may illuf- 
tratc the nature of a Chriftian profeffion. For 
this purpofe, a formula containing a profeffion 
of the faith and of the fubmiflion due to the good 
order of religion, might be adopted aud ufed in 
all the congregations under the Synod’s infpeefi- 
on. This would cflablifh uniformity in the 
Church. It would alio give to adinilTions an 
impreflivc folemnity j and, in the fubfequent ex-

ereife
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ercife of difcipline, might be productive of ad­
vantage.

The Committee would farther obferve, that 
the admilfion of Members into the Church, re­
quires particular care. Faith and holinefs are 
the charaâeriftics of the family of Chrift ; and 
without clean “hands and a pure heart, none 
fhould be received into his houfc. High de­
grees of purity, it is true, arc not to be required ; Ï 
for the Church is Chrift’s fchool, and his chil­
dren arc difciplcs. But where perlons without 
the marks of difciplclhip, arc admitted, a tem­
porary quiet is purchafed at the expencc of future 
trouble. Sellions which, for the fake of peace, 
aHow the Church to be defiled, will not remain 
without reafon to repent their unfaithfulnefs. ' 
Unworthy members are roots of bitternefs, which 
ufually read upon the religious comfort of its 
rulers.

But farther, in infpefting the conduct of the 
Members of the Church, much watchfulnefs 
ought to be exercifed. To go on to perfection 
is the Chriftian character ; and to ftimulate the 
Church to iuftain it honourably, is one principal 
ufe of a feffion. It is, therefore, the duty of 
ciders, to exercife an affectionate vigilance for 
the improvement of thofc over whom they pre- 
fide; and both by their example and influence, 
to ftimulate them to higher degrees of Chriftian

purity. |
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purity. For thefc ends, religion has provided the 
neccffary means ; and it is the duty of a Seflion to 
t»ke care that thefc be properly improved., Inaddi* 
lion to the arrangements already introduced into 
the church, the committee would (uggeft a few 
particulars, which appear to them calculated to 
promote the knowledge, (pint, and good order, 
of religion.

It reuft be always important, that the members 
of a Church perceive clearly the lint of diftinfti- 
on between themielvea and thofe who ard not 
in its communion. At prêtent, however, in 
many congregations under the Synod’s infpecti- 
on, this is not lo obvious as leligion requires. 
As yet, to form congregations has been the em­
ployment of Minifters. During the progrefs of 
this work, their fupport cannot be derived folely 
from the members of the Church & and bel^dcs, 
in the management of the temporal affairs of 
congregations, all who contribute to their fup­
port, have ufually a (hare. By thefc means it 
not unfrcquemly happens, that thofe in the com­
munion of the Church, overlook their parties 
far relation to their Minifter, and the cerrefpond* 
ing obligations under which religion has placed 
them. Inftead of viewing thctrfclvcs as a p^rt 
of one body, united to their Clergyman by>tb* 
lemn and endearing ties, they conhder themfelvcs 
merely as individuals, paying him fo much

falary
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falary and receiving certain privileges in return ) 
and thus, they are prevented from feeling a due 
intereft in the profperity cf the Church ; and 
their Clergyman, in cafes nf difficulty, is left 
without that encouragement which they ought 
to afford him.

, It appears, therefore, to thé Committee ad- 
vifeable, that every Minifter, befide explaining 
occafionaily the nature of a Church, fhould» to­
gether with his fcflton, from time to time meet 
with thofe under their infpeefion by thcmfelves ; 
and engtge with them in fuch affs of religion, as 
may fix their views upon their individual rela­
tion to the Church and its rulers. In the pre- 
fentllate of the Church, alfo, to lay before them 
at thofe meetings the tranfaââons of the feffion ; 
and particularly luth acts of difeipline, as would 
imprefs upon their minds the importance of purity 
of communion, might be attended with profit. 
Such meetings would give them a practical view 
of the diflinction between the Church and the 
world. Ihus, they would alfo becon»- better 
acquainted with each other as members of the 
fame Church, and ultimately, more clofely 
united, tiefides, by fuch occafional reports from 
thZfcffion, they would gradually acquire that 
interelt in the purity of the Church, which every 
member fhould feel.

lire Committee alfo conceive, that the increife
of
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of Meetings for Chriflian Fellowfliip, would be a 
gain to religion. Experience has proved their 
excellence ; and, in all pure Churches, they are 
duly appreciated and chcridied with care. When 
men fear the Lord, and (peak often one to ano­
ther ; the divine blefling attends them. Such 
friendly and affectionate intercourfe, adds to the 
energy of Chriilians ; and thus becomes profita­
ble to themielves and to the general interefts of 
the Church.

The advancement of religion likewife requires, 
that a more marked attention be paid to the 
younger part of the Members of the Church. 
This Synod maintains that the children of pro» 
fefling parents belong to the Church ; but, ae 
yet, the operation of this principle has been al- 
mod entirely «drifted to their admifiion by 
baptifm. Afterwards they have been viewed, ra­
ther as related to their parents, than as connected 
with the houfehold of faith. This, the commit­
tee would remark, obfcurcs the excellence, and 
redrifts the benefits, of the Chridian, fydem. 
Admifiion into the Church, is particulafly with 
a view to the benefit of communion. Ihridiani* 
ty, alfo, has its degrees of fellowfhip adapted to 
every period of life ; and, perhaps, the neglect 
of this benevolent and compiehenfive arrange­
ment with refpeft to youth, has injured leligion 
more, than any other caufe that can be afiignrd.

Youth
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Youth isthefeafon in which the mind ismoft flexi­
ble, and in which habits arc touft eafily formed. 
Then, alfo, vice i« more alluring, and lefseafily re­
filled. It is, therefore, that period of life which 
needs the greatefl. attention. If youth be neg­
lected, the ere of manhood will be both more 
difficult and lefs profitable : no labour in harveft 
can compenfate for the want of cultivation in 
fpring. The Committee, therefore, would earneft- 
ly recommend the adoption of tire order of the pri­
mitive Church; that thofe received into commu­
nion, be divided into full members and cate­
chumens ; and that the latter, at an early period 
of life, be taken under the infpettion of leffioos, 
for inftruftion and the cxcrcilc of ^ifciplinc ac­
cording to circumftances. To give efficiency to 
this arrangement, fcflions (hould be enjoined to 
meet with them as often as poflible, for their 
improvement in fuch parts of religion as arc 
befitting their years.

The Committee would farther advife, that 
Sefiions endeavour to introduce among the 
younger Members of the Church, a tafle for 
that rational ant< religious information which 
may he acquired by reading. Many young 
perfons", merely bccaufe they haty eot been ha­
bituated to employ their hours of relaxation in 
fuch a way as might both aiaufc and inftruft, 
are cufnared by temptation, and loft to the

Church.
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Church. In feveral parts of the Church, congrega­
tional libraries have been already begun; and the 
Committee conceive, that, were thefe more gene­
ral, and adapted in part to the capacity of youth, 
religion would foon experience their beneficial 
confcqucoccs. Were the interejling information 
ref peeling the prngrefs of the gofpcl, which is 
now annually publifhed by many religious focie- 
tie*, alfo diftufed through the Church, it would 
both afford inftruftion, and contribute to form 
the tafte of its member». Fur this purpofc the 
Committee would pi opc.fe. that fomc members 
of Synod from time to time publifh an abftraft 
of religious intelligence. This meafure they con­
ceive to be rattly important. Without enumer­
ating the advantages which other Churches have 
derived from periodical publications, the Com­
mittee would only remark, that, in this country 
where there are few books and little inclination 
to read, a judicious Vcletiion of religious intelli­
gence, interfperfed with juft views of fcriptural 
truth, would not only amufc and inftruét, but 
imperceptibly introduce a difpofition favourable 
alike to literature and religious improvement.

In recommending this meafafe, the Commit­
tee arc naturally led to fuggeft, that a printing 
prefs under the control of the Synod, would be 
a valuable acquifition. Particular circumftances 
may cccafionally require them, to give publicity
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to their views and proceedings. Bcfides, indivi­
dual Clergymen, by exercifing their literary ta­
lents for the prefs, might improve theipfelves, 
benefit the public, and do honour to the Church. 
But, in this Province at prefent, the fiate of print­
ing prefents a formidable obftrudtion to the at­
tainment of thefe ends.

The Committee would likewife fuggetl to the 
Synod, as a ufeful mcafurc, that they adopt fome 
arrangement, by which the exaét Hate of the 
Church may be annually afceitained. For this 
purpofe, each feflion might be enjoined to deliver 
every year to their Prvlbytery, a ilatement of 
fuch particulars refpefting the congregation un­
der their mfpeélion, as might illuilratc the de­
gree of fuccefs attending the uifper.fation of di­
vine ctdinances. From thefe again, a prefby- 
terial abfiract might be made and tianfmitted to 
the Synod. This would concentrate every cir- 
cumflance of importance ; and,'by giving a juft 
direction to their views, contribute to regulate 
their fubfequent meafurcs. Perhaps, alfo, the 
publication of a brief fummary of the whole, 
might be an advantage to the Church.

But farther, the Committee conceive that a 
regular corrcfpondence with evarigelical Churches 
in various parts of the world, would be a ufeftil 
meafurc. This, in the infant ftate of the Church 
of Nova-Scotia, would add to its icfpcâabiîity ;

and
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and were the information given and received*
\ occafionally communicated to its members, it 

would aflift them to feel an intereft in the prof- 
perity of its affairs. Betides, it may be obferved 
that luch a crwrcfpondencc, without affedting the 
principles of the Church, would tend to diffufe 
among its members, that enlargement of views 
and catholic fpirit which ought always to cha­
racterize the houfe of the living God.

| II —MEANS FOR SECURING THE PERMANENCE 
* OF THE CHURCH.

The Synod are already aware, that, when a 
; Church is founded, to provide for its perma- 
I nenceis both a neceffary and important mealure.

It involves in it the intcrefts of the prefent and 
I fuccecding ages ; and the Committee apprehend, 

that, from the prefent ftate of the Church of 
r Nova-Scotia, it is entitled to immediate and fe- 
; rious consideration. This Synod is yet a mifli- 
j onary Church, arid may be laid to have neither 

plan nor arrangement by which its wants can be 
) in future fupplied. Already, the Church ha»
* many demands unanfwcred ; and were any bro- 
» ther removed from his labours, this would at 
; the fame time increafc the wants, and diminifti
* the eEciency, of the Church. It appears, there- 
1 fore, to the Committee, that every member of 
Ithis Synod is indifpenfably obligated to exert

* himfelf,

v
j
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Jiimfelf, that the ordinances of religion may be 
tranfmitced to fucceeding ages.

For the purpoleof immediate fupply, it is 
necefl'ary to cultivate the friendfhip and folicit 
the alfiftance of thofe Churches in Britain, which 
have hitherto cherifhed the gofpel in this coun­
try. To thefe, the gratitude of the Church of 
Nova-Scotia is juftly due. They have done 
much to plant and wat»r it ; and they dill pre- 
fent every encouragement to expert their una­
bated friendftiip. The Committee, however, 
would remind the Synod, that this mode of fup- 
plying the Church, will be attended with confi- 
derable expcnce. This, as far a» it is practica­
ble, fhould be borne by thofe who are receiving 
the benefit. At prêtent, the ability of the 
Church of Nova-Scotia is fmall, and it has 
much to do ; yet thev^nod, by an exertion 
proportioned to their refources, ought to mani- 
feft, that, if they poficficd the power, they do 
not want the inclination.

The Committee, however, in fuggefting the 
propriety of looking \in the mean time to the 
BritiQi Churches for Preachers ot the Gofptl, 
would requeft the Synod to confider, that all 
fupplics from that quarter mult be temporary 
and precarious. By and by, alio, thefe may be 
required to a greater extent, than thofe Churches 
may be able to affvrd. Bcfidcs, fuch a mode of
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providing for the wants of the Church, has many 
diladvantages. Without entering into a detail 
of thefe, it may be only obferved, that a Church 
which has no vefources for a fuccellion of Cler­
gymen, can neither be extenfive nor permanent. 
The Committee would, therefore, earneftiy re­
commend to the Synod, the effablifhment of a 
feminary of education from which Preachers of 
the Gofpel may be procured ; and, in the event 
of attaining this valuable acquifition, it might be 
alfo advifeable, to afford to young men of piety 
and talents, every poflible encouragement to de­
dicate themfelves to the work of the miniltry.

fll—MEANS FOR THE ENLARGEMENT OF TUB 
UHUkCU.

With refpect to the enlargement of the Church, 
the Committee would remark that much de­
pends upon the Church itl’clf. By the divine 
bieffmg, its enlargement will neccffu ily arife out 
of thç ulefulnefs of its minifters and its general 
refpectability. It cannot, therefore, be too 
ftrongly impreffed upon the mind of all in its 
communion, that their deportment ought to be 
a recommendation of their religious principles. 
It is from an obfervation of fafts, that the quali­
ty of any denomination of Chrittians, is ufually 
cflimated. Practical godlinefs, then, is the beft 
recommendation of doctrinal truth, and an ap­

pointed
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pointed means for the enlargement of the 
Church. When its members approve themfelves 
to be good men ; attentive to the ordinances of 
God ; and diligent to acquit themfelves in their 
iocial relations ; they adorn religion : and 
others, feeing their good works, glotify God in 
the day of vifitation. As the congregations un­
der the Synod’s infpeâion, therefore, can be 
noted for their attachment to religion, lubmiffion 
to good order, and public fpirit to promote the 
ends of fociety, they will contribute to the en­
largement of the Prefbyterian Church.

In prefent circumflanccs it is alfo necefiury, 
that every Miniher confider his relation to the 
Church at large, and his confequent duty to ex­
ert himlelf for the profperity of the whole. The 
interefts of a young and growing Church, re­
quire much general co-operation and labour. On 
this account, to the Prefbyterian Church of Nova- 
Scotia, enlarged views of the minifterial office 
are at prelent particularly important. Where 
fo much good may be done, every Clergyman 
fhould exemplify an enterprifing fpirit to extend 
his ufefulnefs, by taking his full lhare of thofe 
general labours, which may be judged requifite, 
for the diflemination of religious knowledge.

The Committee have made thefe remarks 
partly, becaufc miffionary excurfions appear to 
be a principal means for the enlargement of the

Church ;

• 1
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Church ; and thefe they would recommend to be 
as frequent and extenfive as poffible. They 
would alfo oblerve, that the fuccefs of fuch mis- 
fions mud confiderably depend upon the way in 
which they are conducted. When our Lord 
miffioned his difciples, he font two and two to­
gether ; and perhaps the Synod, particularly in 
lending the Gofpel to places not previouQy vifit- 
ed, might find it advantageous to adopt the fame 
plan. The Committee would likewife advife, 
that no remuneration be taken by thofe who are 
fent. ft any feulement wifh to (how their fenfe 
of the obligation, it would be more confident 
with the dignity of the Church, that they be 
directed to tranfmit their offering to the funds 
of the Synod ; from which, the reafonable ex- 
pcnce of millions ought to be defrayed.

The Committee would farther fugged, that, 
in all miffionary excurfions, it would be advifable 
to introduce into deditute places, not only the 
Gofpel, but the order of the Church. In order 
to the progrefs of religion, both are tequilite ; and 
the Committee conceive that were this plan 
adopted, congregations might be gradually form­
ed in many places, where the preaching of the 
Gofpel alone, would not tend to the enlargement 
of the Church. The prudent husbandman 
fences, as well as fows, his field ; and the children 
of this world, ought not to be wifer than the 
children of light. Such
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Such arc the principal means, which appear ta 
the Committee neceffary (or promoting the pros­
perity of the Church. Several of the meafurcs 
lecommended, will fubjcét the Synod to much 
labour and expence : but the caufe defci ves both ; 
and neither Minifters nor other Members of the 
Church, (hould (brink from the exertion. In 
this labour of love, it belongs to the former to 
fet the example ; and the Committee exprefi 
themlelves with confidence, in adding, that the 
latter will tread in their fteps, and perform their 
full (hare In all religious loeieties there will be 
individuals, who, for the fake of favirg a few 
pence, will mutter a holt of objcâion» againlt 
eveiy work of henevolençe. But the Committee 
perfuade thcmfelves, that, rn the Picfbyterian 
Church of Nova-Scoria, neither the number nor 
it fluence of lucii, is extenlive. The mealurea, 
which they have recommended, involve in them 
the very cxitlence of the Church ; and, on ltf& 
important occafions, tlie public fpirit of many of 
its Members, has been amply proved.

From the experience of other Churches the 
Synod will afeertain, what plans they have found 
molt effectual for calling forth and concentrating 
the liberality of Chriftians. The operative in­
fluence of religion is every where the fame ; 
and fimilar meafurcs, adopted in this Church, 
will produce the like fruits. In the prefent

çafe„
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cafe, the Committee would advife the Synod, ta 
lay before the feveral congregations under their 

.. inflection, a plain ftatemeot of their plans for 
promoting the interefts of religion. Thcfc, ac- 

I cording to their importance, will receive the ap­
probation of every reafonablc and religious man. 
The publication of fuch a flatement, will alfo 
fecurc their concurrence in every good work ; 
and, at the fame time, counteract the influence 
of mifreprefentation.

With refpedt to refources, the Synod already 
poflcfs every reafonablc encouragement. Many 
congregations within the bounds of the Church, 
have, with alacrity, connected themfclvcs with 
the Britifhand Foreign Bible Society ; and it is 

4 not to be fuppofed that thefe, feeling for the 
uninftrudled in diflant lands, will relift an appli­
cation, which aims at providing the ordinances 
of religion for the very place where they have ac­
quired a property, and where they expeét their 
children to remain. This fubjedt, the Com­
mittee can date, has already engaged the atten­
tion of many Members of the Church ; and 
feveral very generous legacies have been be­
queathed, for promoting fome of thole plans which 
are now propofed to the Synod.

At prefent, the Committee would only beg 
v )eave farther to remind the Synod, that it is not 

the ordinary bufinefs of the Church which now
requires
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requires their attention. This Synod is placed 
in circumllances which call for unufual arrange­
ments ; arrangements, that equally require en­
lightened views and perfevering exertions. The 
meafures, which they adopt, will involve in them 
the honour and (uccefsof the Golpel in this part 
of the world : they will affect the prefent, and 
may extend their influence to fucceeding ages. 
To the conduct of this Synod, then, thcrcAmuft 
be attached a folemn and awful refponfibility ; 
and, therefore, the committee fervently pray, 
that every member may abundantly receive the 
fpirit of illumination from above, and exemplify 
that wifdom which is full of mercy and rood 
fruits,



ABSTRACT

OF THE

Resolutions and Arrangements of 
Synod upon the preceding 

Report.

1. Minifters were directed to fuggeft to their 
people, the propriety of appointing, in each 
congregation, fit perfons for the management 
of its temporal a (lairs : alfo, to report pro- 
grefs at next meeting of Synod.

2. It was recommended to Miniflers, that in the 
minifterial vifitation of families, thejr be at- 
tended by an elder.

3. It was ordered that Prefbytcries meet as often 
as poflible : and, that, at each meeting, a 
difeourfe upon lome topic previoufly afligned,

be

F



be delivered by one of the members ; which 
difcoyrle (hall be afterwards criticiled by the 
brethren in private.

4. Each Prefbytery was enjoined to prepare for 
the conûderation of the Synod at their next 
meeting, a formula of queftions, to be put to 
perfons at their admiflion into the communion 
of the Church*

5. It was recommended to Scflions, that they 
occafionally meet with the members of the 
Church, apart from thofc who may ufually 
worfhip with them, fur appropriate focial and 
religious exerciles.

6. It was appointed, as a part of eftablifhed or­
der in all congregations under the Synod's 
infpeftinn, that, when the children of church 
members are about fourteen years of age, they 
fhall be taken under the direction of the Sef- 
fion, fur ioltrudion and the exercife of difeu 
pline.

7. Minifters were erjoined to recommend to. 
their people, the formation of fcllowfhip meet­
ings for improvement in knowledge and 
practical religion.

8. It was recommended that congregational li­
braries
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ferarics be formed in every part of tfid 
Church : and, that in the feiection of books, 
regard be had to the improvement of youth.

9. Miniflers were enjoined to open fubfcription* 
in their refpeclive congregations, fur the pur- 
pofe of purchafing a printing prefs, to be 
placed under the direâion of the Synod.

JO. The Rev. Duncan Ross, Thomas M'Cul- 
lcch, and Jamfs Rc bson, were appointed a 
Handing Committee of Co^refpondeuce with 
other Churches, and enjoined to report their 
proceedings at next meeting of Synod.

11. The confideration of the propcfal of a pc- 
riodical publication, for circulating religious 
intelligence and diffufmg religious knowledge, 
was deferred till a printing prefs be procured.

12. Sellions were enjoined to report annually to 
their relpedtive Prcfbyteries, the number of 
members, and the Hate of religion, in the 
congregations under their iufpedion ; and 
Prefbytcries, to tranfmit to the Synod an 
annual abftrad of thefe reports.

13. It was recommended to all congregations 
under the Synod’s infpeâion, to fhow their 
attachment to religion and literature, by en.

couraging



couraging the propufcd fcminary of education 
in Pictou.

14. It was agreed, that no member of Synod 
(hall receive any remuneration from tliofe 
among whom he may be occalionally mitlion- 
cd to labour: and, that, if thofe perfons who 
are vifited, defirc to (how-their attachment to 
the golpcl, by contributing to the lupport of 
its ordinances, they be directed to tranfmit 
their offering to the funds of the Synod ; 
from which the rcafonablc expence of milli­
ons (hail be in future defrayed.

15. Miniflcrs who may be miflioned to deftitutc 
places, were enjoined to introduce, as far as it 
roay.be practicable, the order of the Church.
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APPENDIX.

FORMULA OF QUESTIONS TO BE PUT, BY OR­
DER OF THE SYNOD, TO Al l. WHO AKE 
ORDAINED TO THE OFFICE OF THE HOLY 
MINISTRY.

1. Do you believe that the Scriptures cf the 
Old and New TolUmen'.s are the word of God,

.g and the only rule of faith and praéhcc ?

2. Do you believe that the whole doflrine 
* contained in the Wcftmir.ftcr Confeûi m of Faith

and Catechifnw, as received by this Church, ( • ) 
i is

(I) This Cliureh receives tho whole Sctrine contained 
in the Westminster Confession o. .mi h sod Cateolasu s, ex­
cept that pprt of it which respects ih> Magistiato’s power in 
matters offelijfion they gite no dec sion as to the doc­
trine taught in these words, Couf. Ch. XXIiI. Sect. 111.c



is-a fcriptural exhibition of divine truth; and 
do you engage, according to your dation, to 
proftis and maintain it in the Church ?

3. Do you believe that the Lord Jefus Chrift 
is the on!) King and Head of the Church, and 
that he has revealed, in Sc:ipture, thofe princi­
ples according to which it is to be ruled ?

4. Do ynu believe that the Preihyterial form 
of government, as maintained in this Church, (2)

is

32

“ Yet he hath authority, and it is his duty, to take order, 
“ that unity aqd peace he preserved in the Church, that the 
“ truth of God be kept pure and entire, that all blasphemies 
“ and heresies be suppressed, all corruptions and abuses m 
“ worship and discipline prevented or reformed, and all the 
“ ordinances of God duly sellled, administered, and observ- 
“ f il ; for the better effecting whereof, he hath power to call 
“ Synods, to he present a* them." And they deny Ike doc­
trine taught in these words, Ibohm : “ And lo provide that 
“ whatsoever is transacted in them be,according to the 
“ mind of God.” And tSivy hold that Church Ruins have 
authority, êx officio, to meet for government and discipline, 
wIkiisocvce Ihe circumstances of the Church require it, any 
thing in Coni'. Ch. XXXI. Meet. 11. notwithstanding.

It is no new tiling for I'resbytenau Churches, to re- 
reixe ill doctrines of the Westminster Assembly of Divines, 
wl>i >■' i Ivin explanations and r> strictions. I’itit, Acl of the 
On ir fit! .Isxirih!:/ of the Church of Scotland, appearing the 
Co‘J. ,<>/(.« of i u.ih, usually prejixed la the Cunjcssiou.

V».) This Church holds that tiie substance of Presliy- 
tn i il .»• ruinent consists, in the equality of Church Rulers, 
and suhoid.iialion of Church Courts. -
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is agreeable to the word of God ; and do yo' 
promtfe to maintain it doftrinally, and practi 
cally to adhere to its difeipline, both as a mem-' 
ber of the Church, and as a minifter of Chrift ?

5. Do you engage to maintain the fpirityal 
unity of the Church, in its doctrine and govern­
ment, worihip and difeipline ; and do you for

ayterial form 
i Church, (2) 

is

lemnly pledge yourfelf, in the prefence of the 
Lord Jcfus Chrift and his Church, never to 
progagate any contradictory principle, nor intro­
duce any contrary practice, among thofe entruft- 
ed to your charge, nor in any other public way,
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till y<;u have regularly acquainted your brethren 
in the miniftry with the alteration of your 
views, and till thefe views have been difculfed, 
and the general fentiments of the Church afeer. 
tained ?

0. Is love to God, and to the fouls of men, 
your principal inducement to enter into the 
office of the holy Miniftry ?

7. Can you with a fafe confcience declare, that 
you have ufed no improper means to procure a 
call to the miniftry in this congregation ?

8. Do you accept the call to the paftoral of-
nee of Preshy - 
Church ltulers,

«
fice over this people ; and do you fulemnly en­

gage



gage to conduit youtfeif as a faithful Minifier 
of the Gofpel among them, and aifo, wherever 
Providence affords you an opportunity ; keep­
ing carefully in view, that this congregation, 
and the Church at large, be by your labours af- 
fifted, in the attainment of higher degrees of 
Chriftian improvement ?

9. Do you promife to exemplify the excel­
lence of Chridian doârine by the confcirnttous 
performance of the duties of a holy iife, cor- 
refponding with your dation in the Church, 
and your relations to fociety ?

10. Do you declare that you arc cordially at­
tached to the civil authorities by which this Pro­
vince is ruled ; and do you promile, according 
to your dation, to give thofe proofs of loyalty 
which divine authority enjoins upon iubjeifts to­
wards their rulers ?

11. Do you promife to fubmit yourfelf, in the 
Lord, to the authority of this Prcfbytcry, in 
lubordinatipn to luperior Courts ?

And all thefe you profefs to believe, and pro­
mife, through grace, to pcrtoi m, as you mud 
anfwer to the Lord Jcfui Cluid, when lie comes 
with all his Saints ?


