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CANADA’S WINTER PORT.

" How St. John Earned This Title And Holds

~ A Trade Thatis Constantly Groiwing.

£

“The Liverpool of America.*’ That is how St.

. Jobn was described in the great political campaign of ‘
* . ‘nearly forty years ago which preceded the confedera-
- tion of the original four provinces into the bomxmon

‘of Canada. ' Here in the east we knew little of the
west. Canada was not much more than a name for
us, and the west was even more ignorant of the

: #}on. John Boyd was the author of this phrase. In the course
df & wpesch, delivered before the St. John Chamber of Commerce,
" he aid : “ Looking at ouf position with regard to Lower Canada,
Sainit John'must yet become the winter port of that country, if we

. \prepare for it. Portland has already taken from us a portion of
*. that trade, the geographital and political bearings of our province

with Canada render it desitable that this trade ‘bhould not extentd
in that direction. We look forward to the early action of Great
Britain in adopting as her own the contemplated scheme of uniting
the eastein and western hemishperes by the Atlantic 'and Pacific

A

- . railroad. Our connection with Canada will place us in a direct
' lmethhthxsgreat work, and Saint John in a few years may thus

rise to the posmon of “Tue LIVERPOOL OF AMERICA.'"

~

5
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east than we were of the west. ‘The commerce of
New Brunswick was almost wholly with the mother
land and with the United States. Our trade
with Western Canada was as limited as our know-
ledge of its resources.  To get there we ha}d \t?
Pass through a foreign-country.  Although a line z
steamships was run along the North Shore.and up the
St. Lawrence it was not largely patronized. The
flour we used came from the Mohawk, or the Gepesee
valley, both in the State of New York. Our tfade-
with the United States had assumed large proportions.
during the existence of the Reciprocity treaty. _
The confederation campaign was the first occasion

in which the claims of kinship between the “ Blue
- noses ™ of the east and the “Canutks” of the west

were discussed, and the great rallying cry in this city

was that confederation would make St. John ﬁhe-' ‘
Liverpool of America, and we, who had grown up

Beside the Bay of Fundy were better acquainted with

Liverpool and Glasgow and London than we. were, )
with Toronto and Montreal. To become the “Liverpool
-of  America”
- St. Jobn ' inea
{rade and a

was a phrase, which to the people of
nt a magnificent, .development of our
growth beyond precedent of our city. To
be the port '

le age, who had kept
in line with the march of progtess in Western Canada
and it was the ho

pe of the younger men who cast
their first ballot ;
the ‘seperate ‘provinces into a confederation . which
eadfast and true to the principles of
tution.  But the man who ¢oined the
‘Phrase is dead.

D the campaign, which brought about umion have
joined the silent ma

ajority and-St.Johy is still fighting
‘i{‘ Lt st ) :’ . i ot

: of entry of the commerceof Canada had
.beep the dream of men of midd

n the election which was t¢ unite

- Almiost-all who 'took an active part
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‘against the prejudices of those “little Canadians,”
who are always concealing their lack of national
gpirit behind geographical conditions, and who tell
us there is no sentiment in business. - Fortunately this
species is becoming extinct with the growth of
national sentiment throughout the country and in a
few years more will have disappeared.

St. John did not obtain the chief advantage she
expected would be an immediate result of confedera-

. tion. Onme of the conditions of union was that a
railway should be built to connect the Eastern with
the Western provinces. The Grand Trunk which had
been liberally aided by the government of Upper
Canada had extended its line as far east as River du
Loup but there it was practically as far away from
tidewater in the winter months as at Montreal or
Quebec.’ To overcome this difficulty a line had been
constructed from Montreal to Portland, Maine to
supply a winter outlet for the traffic of the west of
Canada and it was over this road that the import and
export trade of Canada passed during the winter
months.

The people of St John to a man thought that the
new railway, which was to play so important a part
in the development of the New Dominion and of St.
John would come down the St. John river valley, the
most direct route tothesea. But fate ruled otherwise.
Of the three routes surveyed, the North Shore route

. was finally selected by the government of the day and
the hopes of St. John were dimmed. The route chosen
is 200 miles longer than the St. John valley route
between St. John and River du Loup. Nova Scotia was
solid for the North Shore route and so was a section of
New Brunswick. The completion and opening of the
Intercolonial a few years later did not salve the
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; wound of St John
. ' the ocean termmus s
g B Hahfax St.

1t was evident from the start that

John not even being considered, althougli
" 100 Miles Dearer open. water, by the Intercolonia]
‘ route than i olrr sister city, Instead of being a beneﬁt
“to St John the- construction of the Intercolonial by -
the NOrth Shors r route was a positive injury. . We got.
no few trade. frqm it and ‘were obliged to compete
Wlfil Other Cities fi or the: trade along its route we had
herto monopolized by means of water carriage.
St :Johf had to- wait for twenty-seven years after
RN Cch:xfedemtmn to . enjoy even the beginping of the
o 7 substania] ‘advantages her people had hoped would
aE . «‘}m?mfgl_i!@tgly fqllow The ‘union, Meanwhile Canada.

: °en ‘extended . :to- the  Pacific ocean and Prince
e Eﬂward Is ] h&d Joined the union. , The Canad!aﬂ‘
" -Pacifie raiquad b

‘Deen: constructed from Montreal
ily trains were running regularly.

o ,  develop Pment’ ‘goin on in the west the
o e St

e ‘map by a. destructive
10g" - of . wooden ships had been.
POsition by the ddoption of steamy.
, X t her people tever lost.
e’ greatnesg! That the
tandshll—-that our young -

€ to seek employment—- -
£ those . ‘Who remiained: ot
t ituze greatness of the city.
‘mot

bring them, the great
t‘ ﬁ i ”

~ th d off th

elected for the Intercolonial was
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question. That route would surely make St. John the
winter port of Canada. It was the shortest possible
route between St. John and Montreal. = But the
great difficulty was that 145 miles of this distance
was through Maine— which to many was an in-
surmountable barrier in the way of it construction.
In a vague indefinite way it was known that
the route passed to the south of Moosehead lake
and if built would connect with a railway that had
been built through the Eastern Townships of Quebec
and known as the Internationial railway. =

The completion of the Canadian Pacific from
Montreal to the Pacific renewed public interest in the
Megantic route, more so because the ien who were at
the head of this great enterprise held the,control of all
the railroad mileage in the Western New Brunswick
~ with the exception of the Shore line. ~ St. John was
fully alive to the importance of securing the Atlantic
terminus of the Canadian Pacific and hope that we
would yet become the Winter port of Canada was
" renewed. In 1883 several proposals to construct lines
through Maine were considered but it was not until
March 1884 that anything was really done. There
had been a strong feeling for years immediately
following the contract for the Canadian Pacific that
the line should be extended eastward from Montreal
and early in 1884 the Maritime Province representa-
tives in Parliament got together and discussed 'the
question. These ‘were two leading propositions—a’
line to the north of Moosehead lake, which would enter
New Brunswick a short distance from Woodstock and
another to the south which would connect with the
Maine Central at Mattawamkeag. This last men-
tioned route was the one endorsed by the St. John
‘Board of Trade and finally adopted by Parliament,
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and’-constructed'by the Canadian Pacific company-
The difficulty of subsidizing a road in a .forelgn
country was got over, by Parliament making an
annual grant of $250,000 per annum for 20 years 1
1885 for the route adopted by the Canadian pac%ﬁc
It was not until 1884 that the line through Maine
Was completed and 6p June 2 of that year the ﬁ_ISt
passenger train passed over the road, and the Canadian
Pacific controlled a lire all the way from the
Atlantic seaboard to the Pacific,

The same vear witnessed the union of St. John and -

£0OWn as the Unjon Wharf wag erected, and completed
In 1891, The Carle ‘

This transfer
. on to the track, road beg s o< OUSes and other property in addj-

- Way of the Carleton Beanch
ansfer was not, money
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many in St. John who were secptical that any greater
results would follow the completion of the Canadian
Pacific, than had marked the opening of the
Intercolonial.  The elevator was constructed by
the railway company and stood there a silent wit-
ness to the aspirations of St. John, and for upwards
of three years the people waited patiently for some-
thing to be done. At this time St. John had expended
of its own money upwards of $200,000 but had not

however, but the following agreement regarding  the operation of
the road and the use of wharves and warchouses transferred.  This
agreement is as follows:

And the Company for itsell, its successors and assigns, doth
further covenant, promise and agree with the City, its successors
and assigns, that the Company will, upon the execution of These
Presents, praceed to put the said Branch Railway, wharves and
wharf buildings in good order and condition, and to make, or cause
to be made, to the wharf at Sand Point aforesaid, suitable repairs,
S0 as to render it suitable and convenient for immediate business,
and to provide for the present trade, and also will from time to
tima make, construct and build upon the said properiy hercby

~demised, such extensions, buildings, erections and other improve-
ments as the developement of trade may require or make advisable,
and will neglect nothing that will tend to create, encourage and
promote trade, and shall and will after such repairs, extensions;
buildings and other improvements have been made as asforesaid,
well and truly keep up and maintain the same in good order and
<ondition.
° s ® @ @ ®

And also if the Company, its successors or assigns, shall fail or
neglect to keep and perform the several covenants, conditions and
agreements herein contained on its part and behalf to be kept,
performed and fulfilled according to the true intent and meaning of
These Presents, then and in such case it shall also be lawful for the
City, its successors and assigns, to determine this demise, and to
re-enter upon and take possession of the said railway, lands, and
<very part and parcel thereof, and to keep, possess and enjoy the
same as of their former estate, and as they held, used and enjoyed
the same prior to the date of These Preseats.
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secured a single dollar's worth of new expor'f .tfade’
and as a matter of fact was still in no. position to
handle the trade, if it did come, as the Union Wbéff
was without warehouses or railway connections. ~All
this waiting time however, a constant agitation was
kept up in the Common Council and delegations from
that body were often on the road between Montreal
and St. John,

In 1895 the situation suddenly changed. Almost
without previous notice it was reported on the streets
that the Beaver line, running out of Montreal would
make St. John its winter port if the government of
Canada would guarantee a small subsidy to aid the
experiment, and the good offices of the city vgefe
enlisted to secure for the Beaver line the required
subvention.  St. John was very much in earnest and
everyone was hopeful that at last there was a brilliant
future ahead for the city, and that the dream of so
. many years before, that she should become the

“Liverpool of America” was on the eve of realization.

' But there were still obstacles to be overcome and”

Jealousies to be allayed. :

There is something of romance in the way in which
winter trade through the port of St. John was brought
about. It will be remembered that in 1894, the Tax
- Reduction Association placed a ticket in' the field for
the ¢ivic elections headed by Mr. George Robertson,
now an M. P. P, for St. John, for Mayor, With two
, exe,e?tions the ticket was elected. Mr. Robertson as

ptesxdent-. of the Board of Trade, had been one of the
most active and - energetic members of that body,

in pushing the interests of St. John and when. he

* became. mayor he displayed the same activity and

energy in the interests of the city, that had character-

x?ed him whi%e acting only in 3 quas;j -official capacity.
. . /

[y

’

¢
M .
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His predecessor in the office of Mayor, the late Thomas
W. Peters, had secured the Carleton Branch from the
government and had subsidized the elevator, but the
Canadian Pacific had done nothing to develop trade
through St. John, and the only purpose the Carleton
Branch and its wharf property was used for was to
handle the coal consumed along the line of railway,
the hoisting being done by the elevator engines. One
day Mayor Robertson surprised the Council by calling
attention to this fact in a message from the chair,
which resulted in the appointment of a winter port
committee. But this also was without direct result.®

*The text of the message which was read at a meeting of the
Common Council on October 24th 1895 above referred to is as

follows :
Mayor's OFFICE,

St. Joun, N. B., October 24th, 1895

To the Common Couvcin of the Ciry oF St. Jonx.

GENTLEMEN: —

I feel it to be a duty resting on me to bring especially to the
notice of the Common Council a matter of paramount importance
to us all, and one in which the future interests of the Maritime
Provinces is very deeply involved. -

We expected that in the development of the Dominion the winter
commerce of Canada with Europe would pass through the ports of
the Eastern Provinces,

We knew that the ports of New York, Boston and Portland
would be powerful competitors against us for that trade, and that
extraordinary efforts on our part would have to be put forth to
secure this business and in that view our city has done a great deal
to meet the demands.

We bought 'the Carleton Branch railway, paid for it, and
practically made a gift of it to the Canadian Pacific company.

‘We presented to the company, at a nominal rent of twenty,cents
per year, the site of the grain elevator, and paid a large part of the
cost of equipping and erecting the same, and we have built at a
very great expense, the new and extensive wharves on the western
side of the harbor, costing in all, a sum greater than a quarter of a
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make satisfactory arrangements for the ensuing winter
at Partland. The company was therefore looking for
some other port where they could get cargoes and had
thought of St. John. As St. John was practically
unknown as a winter port, and to come here would be
an experiment, he asked if His Worship would father
a request to the Council to grant assistance to the
company to the extent of $20,000 for the first season,
to ensure the owners of the Beaver line against loss.

Mr. Robertson’s reply was that the matter was a
national one rather than a civic one, but he said to
the gentleman from Montreal, “Go back to your
directors and say to them to apply to the Dominion
government for a subsidy, and if the government
refuses to grant the aid, then return to St. John and I
will place the matter before the Common Counct],
and' I feel that they are sufficiently interested to give
you a favorable reply.” A few days later Mr. D. W.
Campbell, the general manager of the Beaver line,
accompanied by one of the directors of the company,
came to St. John to talk the matter over. The mayor
summoned the winter port committee of the Council
and sent word to Messrs. Hazen and Chesley. All
heard what Mr. Campbell had to say, and as a result
Mayor Robertson and Messrs. Hazen and Chesley,
the representatives of St. John in the House of
Commons, returned with the Montreal party that same
evening, and went on to Ottawa.

‘They obtained an immediate interview with Hon.
George E. Foster, then Minister of Finance of Canada,
and explained that the object of their visit was to
ask the government of Canada to grant a special
subsidy of $25,000 to the Beaver line for the coming
winter, in order that the capabitity of St. Johnasa
Canadian Winter port might be tested. They were.
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able to assure Mr. Foster of the hearty co-operation’
of the Canadian Pacific company in procuring export
freight for the Beaver line and as that company had
already their own arrangement for import freight the
delegation felt that enough trade would be secured to
make the experiment worth while. ‘
Mr. Foster was a most attentive listener, _and
while he expressed the deepest interest in the project
pointed out that Parliament was not, in session and
the financial arrangements of the government had been
completed some months previous. But as- the case
Wwas an unusually urgent one, and of ‘the.highest
importance to Canada he would lay it before the
Privy Council and arrange that the delegation should
at least have a hearing.  This meeting was held
subsequently and the whole matter thoroughly gone
into. The delegation remained in Ottawa to learn
the result of the deliberations of the Council anda
day or two afterwards Mr. Foster /informed them
the subsidy asked for would be granted and Messrs. -
Hagen and Chesley left for home—Mayor Robertson
alone rerhaining. In a .subsequent interview Mr.
Foster, informed  Mayor Robertson that  his

mission had been successful and that he would be
notified officially by tele

graph before he reached
St. John of the decision of the government. Mr.
Robertson took the next train for St. John but he
reached. home without getting the official telegram.
He waited fora few days and then asked Messrs.
Hazen and Chesley to mee

. . t him and discuss the:
sxtuatx?n. As all interested parties, including the
Canadian Pacific and thé Beaver line

directors, had
the same assurance from Mr. Foster, the St. John men
were at a loss to understand why the offi

v cial confirma-
tion of Mr. Foster's statement had failed to reach
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St. John. There was a long and a serious discussion
of the whole situation. Each one realized how import-
ant it was for St. John to have the port tested and
each was determined to use every effort to bring about
the desired result. The ending of the conference was
somewhat sensational, as Messrs. Hazen and Chesley
prepared and signed a telegram to Mr. Foster, placing
their resignations as members of parliament, in
his hands, unless there was an immediate official
confirmation of what they considered had already
been granted. The reply from Mr. Foster to this was
a telegram, asking that no further actionbe takenand
repeating his assurance to them that the official con-
firmations would be forthcoming at once, and a day
or two later it was duly received and St. John after
waiting nearly thirty years made her first stride
towards the promised goal, *the Liverpool of
America.” There has been much controversy on
, this question, but there is little doubt that the
threatened resignation of Messrs. Hazenand Chesley,
if not wholly responsible for the action of the
government hastened that action materially, when
there was great necessity for haste.

But there was still much to be done before St. John
could be placed in a position to handle even one
steamship line.  The Common Council was called
together without delay and instructed the City
engineer to prepare plans for a warehouse on the
Union wharf. While this was being done the Canadian
Pacific Railway company had its engineers at work
and plans for tracks and yard room were prepared and
work started without delay.  There was a small
warehouse at Sand Point, on the wharf owned by
the Canadian Pacific railway, and although small and
not well arranged for the work, the time was so short
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that it had to be utilized'for the first arrivals, for ne
Sooner had the Beaver line signified its intention of
making an experiment at St. John than the Donaldson
“which also had its summer terminus at Monte.al‘
expressed the intention of gfving St. John a trial for its
Glasgow service.  The Beaver line made Liverpool
%'t,s British port. Al classes of citizens were deeply
Interested and none more so than the ship laborers,
who in former years had been compelled 'to spend the
winter in idlenegs and use up their summer earnings
16 give them support, or go elsewhere, as many did,
to get employment, :
~ There was g great deal of' bustle and some
confusion at Sand Point while the work of preparation.
Was going on. It was no easy task the Council had
the question involved was of such

0 many yearg of waiting. Old
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many obstacles, the result of deeply rooted prejudices,
not unmixed with jealousy, to be overcome before
St. John was to be recognized even as a winter port
of Canada—much less the Canadian winter port.
The navigation of the Bay of Fundy came in for
a large share of misrepresentation, the falsity of
which had already been made known to the world,
through an excellent pamphlet published by the
Board of Trade some years previous.”  But this did
not prevent the circulation of the threadbare slanders
and old untruths in many quarters. St. John had be-
come so accoustomed to such misrepresentation that
the Common Council went on with their preparations
to capture the winter trade of Canada, happy in the
believe that all St. John‘wanted to prove herself the

@A more recent pamphlet issued by the Board of Trade of
St. John thus refers to that navigation of the Bay of Fundy and
permanently sets at rest the many slanders which have been
circulated about the dangers vessels bound to St. John have to
encounter in the Bay of Fundy:—

The easy approach tothe Port of St. John by sea, speaks strongly
inits favor,  No port along the north Atlantic coast is more easy
of access in all weathers. ‘There is a straight course from Briar
fsland, at the mouth of the Bay of Yuhdy, for sixty miles to
Partridge Istand at the mouth of Saint John harbor.  The entrance
to the bay by the south channel is eighteen miles wid.e at its
narrowest part, and from that point the bay widens imm(}dnmely to
thirty-five or forty miles, which width, free from ()b.structl()n ().f lll.ly
kind, it holds all the way to Saint John. There is no field ice in
the bay.  The shores are high and bold, and there is a complete
system of steam whistles and light stations. .

Captains of long experience have stated over zmd‘mfer again that
in a fog or bad weather they would rather make §;§|x\t John t.han
any other port along the North Atlantic coast. l!xe soundx.ugs
are good all the way from Cape Sable Bank to S:\mt.Jolm, ina
clear channel of one hundred and eighty-two miles on a direct course
and a vessel can therefore proceed during the densest fog that ever
enveloped the gast. Leaving the usual track of Atlantic steamers
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service and had a large quantity of fraight, not only in
the yardsat Sand point, but en route between Montreal
and St. John. In a few hours men were at work
discharging the cargo which was immediately trans-
ferred to cars and given quick dispatch to its
destination.  So energetic were the officials of the
Canadian Pacific that the goods were delivered in
Toronto and Montreal hours in advance of those
shipped through Portland, Boston and New York, and
arriving at the same time, and this excellent record
has been maintained. St. John had certainly made a
good start in her winter trade, notwithstanding many
disadvantages, and the fact that the men handling the
goods were without great experience in transferring
general cargo.  The holds of the Lake Superior were
soon emptied and then the loading commenced. This
was accomplished and the Lake Superior sailed away
again on the 13th of December, having been in port
10 days. The next arrival was the Concordia of the
Donaldson line which reached port on December 20th
from Glasgow and discharged her cargo at the same
berth as that occupied by the Lake Superior. :

The construction of the warehouse commenced in
November was still in progress and it was well along
in January before it was occupied and the following
month before it was completed. One steamship after
another arrived, and all were given quick dispatch, and
the record made in the delivery of western freight
exceeded the best expectations of all who were
interested in the development of St. John as a winter
port. From the very inception of the trade it was
evident that St. John could meet the competition of
any of the United States ports which had hitherto
enjoyed a monoply of the winter trade of Canada.
At the end of the season it was found that 22 steam-
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- Seale. Thepe was

bétween the

were ‘determined that ' the .
éontinued ona much larger
clause in the contract .made
"the Canadiag Pacific Rallwa)(;
fequired the Company to u_]'cr.eass :
e trade developed, NegOtlanond
between the railway company an ¢
ouncjl looking ¢ the carrying ou
of the Contract, |4, Was perhaps dye to the anxiety
of ¢ city to secyre Canada’s winter trade and the
&reatet faith of the aldermen thay the directors of the .
Company, ; e Capability of the port to handl‘g
i L. ot produced  pe agreement of 189
Whereby the City was 4o build the wharves and the
i . Yo contripyte $56,500 tOWa’.ds»_ ’
the erection of Wharveg, Warehouses and cattle sheds.
The surpmer o 1 ' i

. Wag abusy time 111 St. ;John- -
Followmg the agreg:ment’ with the

a

e Canadian Pacific,
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what was known as the Leary property was acquired
and other properties obtained by arbitration. Houses
and sheds were razed or removed to some other
location. A dredge was brought here from the United
States, there being none in Canada that would work
in our tidal waters during all of the 24 hours.  Plans
for the wharves were prepared and the work of
construction commenced. A lamentable error was
made in this matter which cost the city a large sum
of money and delayed the completion of the wharves
for a year. Dut so enthusiastic was the members
of the Council and the citizens generally, that notwith-
standing the costly error, another style of construction
which had proved enduring in our tidal waters was
proceeded with, and finally the wharves were com-
pleted for the Winter trade of the following year.
The facilities were improved for the trude of 1896 by
the erection of another warehouse on the westerly face
of the Union wharf so that these were accommoda-
tions on the west side for three steamships to load or
discharge at the same time. But the trade of that
year taxed the facilities to their fullest extent. Dur-
ing the initial season there were but 22 steamers
loaded at St. John, while in 1896-7 the number was
increased to 46. With all the facilities completed in
1897-8 there were only 48 steamers berthed on the
west side but the average tonnage was increased by
151 tons which made a vast difference in the carrying
capacity of the steamers and the amount of freight
handled.

For some years prior there had been an agitation in
the Maritime provinces in opposition to the subsidiz-
ing of mail steamers which did not make a Canadian
port their final port of call. This was due to the fact
that the steamships subsidized to carry the Canadian
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mails; afters leaving the mails at Hahfafc WZI:;O was -
Pprtland, Maine to get ‘a cargo.  This Cnd while
Supplied o them by the Grand Trunk a ercent--
chiefly Canadian produce there was alWaYS a I;hipped ,
age of the Produce of the United Statesd Trunk,
through Portland, and obtained by the Gran d Trunk, :
from itg conmcfing,line,' the Chicago and _Gran This
Whiclt rung between Detrgit and ch1gag?- s soom:
agitation wag renewed with increased-wgol apaciﬁc*'
as it wdg demonstratepl' that the C.anadlalbc trade
Tailway couig ‘handle import and  expor lection
éucces‘sfully through. St John. A general e ’

)

was loomin

ble
UP.  There had been .a percepta
- growth in the grea

- t
reat Northwest and national sentllr‘?g:e .
was be‘ing aroused as it/never had been before. aved
Preceding genery] election the old flag had bgendv""been '
'aloft'and"thé cry of the dominant- party ha ith a
-anada for the Canadians,and it had won out W}i tit
1andsome majority. - Some pOliti’Cians"thoughF ‘ fhat
was o\nly P campaign cry and failed to realize sed -
the Nationg] Spirit of the people had beeq arou 5
¥ the, inSulting offer, of some among our neighbours,
- who thought

. , id
Canada was for sale .and said
so, hat was. thought

die oyt with the close
‘ gn. he existing mail contract was
‘al'?quth e’FPifing and the Marifime Provinces demanded
‘ O more Canadign Tioney’ should be used to
i \fncoutagécanadian wm eﬁce,béing,carried tﬁrough;

i

"
T 0 s



CANADA’'S WINTER PORT. " 229

foreign ports by steamship subsidized with Canadian
gold. Our own ports needed all the trade they could
get and more.

- These facts were laid before the government of the
day and a resolution passed through the Privy Council
that the subsidized mail steamers should call only at
Canadian ports winter and summer. The people
voted the government out of power and the new
government, although recognizing the justice of the
demand of the people of the Maritime provinces, found
the steamship companies unwilling to cut adrift from
existing arrangements and come to St. John for a
cargo. There wasno time to make new arrangements
that year and the contract was extended for a year,
but when the companies holding the contract
temporarily, refused to use Canadian ports only, the
next year, arrangements were made with another line
—and it happened to be the same company which first
opened up winter trade through St. John—the Beaver
line. This contract was only for one year and the
winter of 1898-g witnessed the first arrival of the mail
steamers of the Allan and Dominion lines—(the Allan’s
had joined with the Battle line in the L.ondon service
the previous year.)

It was a great victory for the City of St. John to
obtain such recognition in so short a time. The
following year the Elder-Dempster company were
awarded the mail contract for three years, and during
that period sent their steamers to St. John. In 1902-3
the Allan's shared the contract and have been making
regular sailings from St. John ever since, but the
Dominion line never came back after the season of
1898-9, and if the acts and language of the Montreal
representative of this company are to be accepted, his
prejudice against St. John is so deeply rooted that not
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even fair play is to be expected at his hands.  He is
the only man who ever discovered ice in St. John
harbor, during the winter season and was foolish
enough to publish his extraordinary vision as a fact:

It would be tedious to follow the development of
the winter trade through all of its evolutions, A few
leading facts will suffice.  The first regular steamers
came to St. John during the winter of 1895-6. In
1897-8 the two additional berths, added in conjunction
with the Canadian Pacific company, were completefi
and the following season the first subsidized mail
steamers left Portland Maine and came to St. John to
load. In the meantime the grain elevator on the west
side had been "enlarged to more than three times its
original capacity — the Dominion government had
erected a large building near the warchouses for the
speedy and convenient handling of the immigrants,
who arrive in great numbers in® the carly spring to
carve out homes for themsclves in this land.  This
buil(ling was supplemented by a Quarantine hospital
and other building on Partridge island, This year
another building is being erccted on the island and
the city water supply is being extended there. Fire
destroyed two of the warehouses just at the close of
the season of 1go2-3, but the buildings were re-built
on a more modern plan, and more suitable to the
to the wants of the port, in time for the winter trade
of 1903-4. All the time that the city has been
extended its wharves and warehouses the Canadian
Pacific railway company has been increasing its yard
room at the Bay shore. Large tracts of land have
been acquired and every season the yard mileage is
added to, and other conveniences for the rapid handling
of cars loaded with import and export freight. Two
or three millions of dollars have also been spent by
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ihe ‘company in improvements all plong the line
etween St. John and Montreal. New sidings have
been laid and old ones lengthened, to accommodate
the longer trains, and greater yard room provided at
.McAdam’ Greenville and Farnham all of which are
important points in the handling of freight. ~ With
all these improvements and additions the St. John
Toute is now capable of competing on most favorable
terms with any other route and the experience of nine
yea.rs has demonstrated that more prompt and rapid
delivery of European goods is obtained by using the
10€s running to St. John, than those through any other
Competing port. ‘
The development of winter trade through St. John
has_»HOt only been rapid, but each year, with onée
€xception has shown an increase over its predecessor-
In 1895-6. we had but two new lines of steamers
Operating out of St. John, the Beaver line and the
- Donaldson line, the first mentioned to Liverpool and
the last to Glasgow. For some Years previous, the
Furness line had been making regular sailings between
St: John and London, and in 1895 made an arrange-
ment with the Canadian Pacific to carry any export
frGigh‘t for that port ,which the railroad could procure’
S0 that St. John practically had three Jines for the first
~Season.  The second witnessed the introduction of a
third service, to Dublin and Belfast, the Head line
furnishing the boats. All lines were subsidized by the
‘Dominion government.  All of these services have
been steadily maintained and during the past t\.IVO
Years regular communication has been provided \.mth
Manchester, by the Manchester line and with Brlstol
by steamers owned by the Canadian Pacific railroad
Company.” The increase in winter tonnage through
St. John has been most satisfactory as shown by the

¢
'

!
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table below.* But this is not all. The Donaldson
and Manchester lines have this year (1904) added a
Summer service and the experiment is believed to have
been satisfactory and will no doubt lead to other lines
running to St. John., In 1902-3 the Elder-Dempster
line which secured the contract for the Canadian
South African service loaded their steamers at St.
John during the winter season as was also done
during the winter of 1g03-4.

That the faith of the people of St. John in the
capability of their port to handle the winter trade of
Canada was not without good grounds has been shown
by the fact that when Hon. A. G. Blair, then Minister
of Railways in Sir Wilfred Laurier’s government, ob-
tained parliamentary sanction to extend the Intercol-
onial railway to Montreal he also procured authority
to provide terminal facilities at the ports of Halifax
and St. John to handle export trade.  The result was
the purchase of the Long wharf property at the head
of the harbor and the erection thereon of a large pier,
capable of accommodiating two steamships, and the

®Appended is a statement of the number
tonnage of vessels sailing from St, John during the following winter
_seasons, The list does not inclyde the South African sieamers, nor
steamships trading through St, John throughout the year. The
vessels enumerated below have handled winter expért éargoes from

thetwest alone, filling up with deals to the extent of about 15 per
‘cent,

and total registered

Tonnage
50,992
92,492
102,316
126,431
153,592
. 140,772
<« 193,582
- 289,335
oo 326,729
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5 :tec tion of a grain elevator. From 18go to 1896 ?he
: y had. spent upwards of three-quarters of 2 million
o si‘:iears in providing terminal facilities on the west
_.'%¢ and the Canadian Pacific railway company about
N Quarter of a million more. The new Intercolonal
wnal with the grain elevator cost over half a
Million,  These improvements were completed in 1900
- s St. John was equipped with two grain elevators
and accommodations for loading or discharging seven
AT8e steamers at the same time. This does got
S “}Clude two steamship berths at the old Intercolonial
- “Pier, nor the wharves owned by the city on the eastern
Side of the harbor which are connected by rail and
Ve complete accommodations for loading of dis-

. MgIng three more steamships.  With our present
Accommodations we can load or discharge 12 steam
'PS simultaneously, but unfortunately no grain can
ti loaded at five of these berths, and the accommodg-
Yons dn the west side are now taxed to their
“Hermost and must be increased before there can be

3y ‘material growth of trade. For a variety 0

: “easons, but chiefly because the terminus of the 'lme is
[ at Montreal and not further west the Intercolonial has
. 7Dt been able to obtain as much export freight as was
_ Xpected by the management but this difficulty will

Overcome in time and the wharves, warehouses an
'd#Vators at the head kof the harbor will be as-great a

5 tentre of activity as those of the west side.

uch of the success of St. John in obtaining even &

$hare of the winter trade of Canada is due to the

- fMergy of the Canadian Pacific railway companys
‘0e city has done its share—more than its share, ’uz
, Provide facilities for handling this trade and so -greaf

18 the faith of the people in the favorable position 0

t. John to handle a far larger proportion of western

'
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trade than is possible with present facilities, that thetz
would willingly give authority to the Aldermef
increase the facilities on the west side, so that this
trade might be doubled. The only objection to th°,
. course is that the people of St. John would be taxmi
themselves to provide facilities that are tilse""'hert
provided at the expense of the Federal gQVemmel;“;'
It is true that in what has already been done, St- Jo
has had the assistance of both Federal parties, °%
only in a very limited way, when compared with the
enormous expenditures made at Montreal and Quebec;
‘The government has withdrawn the subsidies tB2
that were formerly given to steamships running o
foreign ports, and has also given additional subsidi€s
tolines using Canadianports. The results have bee?
good, and much trade thereby held for Canadia® .
ports that would otherwise have gone to Portland;
Boston and New York. .
There isa feeling in St. John that the time has arrived
when this harbor should be taken over by the Federal
government—not for the purpose of obtaining revenu®
therefrom, but in order that the trade of the West
should flow through our ports, unhampered by tolls ,
levied to pay interest on the cost of the necessary
facilities for handling that trade. Millions have bee?t
spent on the St. Lawrence route which is closed during
the winter, where thousands only have been used for
the benefit of the route that is open all the year .
around. Ice breakers have been purchased for the
XPress purpose of maintaining an open water course
for sea going vessels. for a few weeks longer than
natural conditions will permit. We do not need ice
breakers on the Atlantic coast of Canada, but the baf

at the mouth of the harbor of St. John requires to be
dredged away, and that at an early day.

wih L
r
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;.r :s Property in the harbor of St. John owned by
\onar:porahon is worth not less than tw.o. rr.nlhon
4000;) The. annual revenue is in the vicinity of
tracfin hand if f}ﬂl tolls were charged on‘the vessels
500(5) ere during - the 'winter months it w0g1d be
ttl‘ib)utin or perhaps more.  St. John is therefore con-
the devgi the large sum of $20,000 annually towards
more tl-e;a?}pmen.t of trade through her port. TI;I!S ;15
and more thaalflitg of t.k_le size of St. ]ol;ln cacn I?.a (;):ra n,
port, A contributed by.any ot er anad:
e bujlt nother great transcontinental railway is to
find an , and as some of the trade of the new ‘h_ne W}l
ave t Ot?ﬂet through this port further facilities will
Federa?l e provided. It is therefore apparent that the
asu | Sovernment will be compelled to com
. Cana deCe of thecity if the trade is t0 be done thrf)ugh
éenti ran Ch.annels. Let us hope that the national
constm en‘% will be so developed in the west by .the
of q r‘UCtlon ,Of the Grand Trunk Pacific th'at the lines
awaemarkatlon between east and west will be swgpt
Tea Y and that tliose sections vyhich must of necessity
is g the greater reward will not deny the east wh_a;
T emanded for this section of the coun.tr.y, as it
Alght under a fair interpretation of the British North
merica Act,
CaI:::ie years experience have de
Uni a has no necessity of send 1t export b
m'ted States ports. Much of it still goes there,
cause it was the original channel selected for . the
:{ade_ When this was “lone Canada consisted of four
Ogta.ched provinces, with little in common and no lines
T'dlrect communication between the east and west.
Aime has worked many changes but there ar
Pepple in the west who think that Montreal or Quebee
are the extreme limits of Eastern Canada, and Who

e to the

monstrated .that
rt trade to
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refuse to Tecognize that the British North Afnezncz
Act extended the boundaries'( to the Atlantic p
acific oceans. [t ig this prejudice we want allay:hé
" and the knowledge spread broadcast throughou(ti of
length ang breadth of this Dominoin that the trade as
the country can be done as expeditiously an be
cheaply through the ports of Canada as it canare
through those of g foreign country, to which we
ot even indebted for neighbourly considéra'tlon. i
€ preservation and extension of the w1nt(?r trade
is of the greatest importance.  To secure this tf‘:h .
the present generation of tax Payers have ple@ged d
future of the City. * They ‘have already lncl}ffen
€normous liabilities and to place the port in a posxt;; .
to compete with others these facilities must be furt be
increased. ' A already pointed out there must

more wharf ang warehouse accommodation, bef°::
We can hope for any large addition to the prese
- trade.  The value

of the winter exports from this

d in five years and the " prospect
for the coming season ,jg more favorable than ever
before, But there is g limit beyond which we cannot
" B9 and we haye n

port have quadruple



* - became” gupe
C ok the cipy
- have g

% g 0 Commo

ST. JOHN’S MERCHANTS.

",SOmething About The Men Who Started the -
Trade of The City.

By Clarence Ward

(Concrusion )
The business men of the early period were nearlyall
‘Loya‘li'sts’ but at the beginning of the century and
. Ater Many young Scotchmen were attracted tq the
 Place by its increased prospertiy, who in after times
, tantial merchants and upheld the credit
for energy and business integrity. These
Passed away, leaving behind them most
records. I can only mention those with
esI am familiar; there were many more,
2otably on he roll of the St, Andrews Society, but I
haYe\no T€cord of them. Donaldson V. Hay, Robert
! Nankip, John Duncan, John Wishart, Donaldson &
/%% Robert Thomson, William Thomson, John
Aomson’ James Kirk, Alexander Yeats, James
O lexandefs Alexander Edward, John Robertson, Chas.
“leauchlan, Alexander Lawrence, James Scoullar,
Oert ang Alexander.]ardin'e, George Fleming.
- 208 Wharyes were now extended, new streets made,” :
o re dious buildings ‘were erected and business
’g‘}neran‘yv Was better organized. The old style of
: 1:: “ral Store, containing hardware, dry g0f>ds., grocer-
"7 8nd odgs and ends of goods of all descriptions was ,
237

Onorable
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passing away and firms now established themselvesdl: )
the regular business, of mercharts in dry goon d’
hardware, or groceries as suited their knowledge a
inclination. ods

The following is a list of the prices of staple go 2
and commodities in 1823 :—Rice 30s, cwt.; flour, 515'
6d., bbl; salt zs, bus.; pork, 100s, bbl.; pollock, bi)l'.
3d., qtl; codfish, 11s.-6d., qtl.; navy bread, 22s. 6d. h':
beef, 314, 1b.; mutton, 4d., Ib.; potatoes, 2s. 6d., b'fls d’
tea, 5s. Ib.; blankets, 31s. pair; flannel, 2s. 6d., yar s,
Cotton, 1s. 6d.,, yard; holland, 2s. yard; shoes, ISd'.
pair; blue cloth, 258. vard; super fine cloth, 358 yart
labor 4s. per diem. - and

The freeing of slaves in the British West Indies & )
the repeal of "the Navigation laws, throwing opet
trade to all comers, caused a decadence of the WeSl
India trade ang turned business into another channel-
New and improved saw mills were erected and sprucé
. and pine logs were cut into deals. Vessels of bf?tter ‘
model and larger tonnage were built to carry the
‘product of these mills across the ocean and St. John
entered upon a fresh career of prosperity.

This brings our imperfect sketch down to modern
times, within the memory of middle aged men. Some
day it is hoped, that the bare outline I have drawn of

eginnings of the Commerce of St. John will be
filled in by one of 'Ore experience.  All the early
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:here I no possibility of getting that at this day,
oDt that it exists, in manuscript with some old
.- lamily,
B conclusion, a brief account may be given of ‘.the
. Manners 5pq customs of the tir~s.  The popglatmn
L Qf the city was very small.  As late'as 1824 it only
paDered 8,488, including 393 colored people.
A derin the century it must have been r‘nuch. less.
new each other, and the older ones were intimate
Cw » and could call by name anyone in thfa town. ‘It
g Pdme by one of the old people that it was so1fl
L als father's time. This created a family feeling
- Olfnopgst all and each took an interest in the fortunes
bis neighbour, This friendly intimacy exten.ded
h “ough all grades, for distinctions were rigidly
WD In the old almanacs the Aldermen are
2R 81gnated','Esquire, and the Councillors, Mister, a}nd
’?mg- of the old protection fire clubs are all, Esquires
S oo Others Misters, - Temperance societies were un-
L aaWD. In all houses the sideboard contained
‘ldﬁCantel.s of liquor, principally “old Jamaica,” and
: dnerl‘; caller, no matter how early was expected to
ihen ' Dru‘nkenness, however, was not common, zr:
Dr "ecord of the lives of the old merchants show.
l ébl;l)ckpal_ reason may have been that the liquors werg
lutely Dure, so over indulgence was not followe
R ;n £ ‘_e 0suing day by a burning craving for' mo;e
AN ('Te}mulant' I have been told by one born 1 the
' geeath century that he was 40 years old before he
U fonei€ard of g cage of delerium tremens.’ So the
‘ ¢ ;efathers -of some of the most hearty supporters of
,ﬁ,;tﬁmperence cause of the present day, filled t:re;; .
v %Bs Up in happy ignorance of the vig o
SRR “nc_lation such conduct would Have réceive
times by their reforming descendants.

- with
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The fall fleet having sailed and winter set n
business was at a stand still till the following spriné
and from all descriptions the winter of that time was
much more severe than now, but with hard woo_d.a
$2 a cord, and the style of house building, low ceiling
and large open fire-place, it was not much f?lt
indoors.  The older people had thejr whist parties
in the evenings and the younger ones their sleigh
drives and dancing assemblies 'at Proverty Ha
and Frog Pond. One famous whist club, estab-
lished by the heads of the principal business houses
used to meet at the boarding house of Mrs.
Cox on Water street. There lodged made of ﬂ.le
merchants and master mariners when they were it
port were among hier guests. This club met three
times a week and play was over at 10 o'clock. Theré
was one regular attendant whose conduct wasa ’SO‘_lfce
of great disquietude to_his more dignified and serious
‘comrades as he had the unfortunate habit of getting
“full” each meeting night. But he was of an orderly
mind when not affected by wine or Jamacia, and made
careful preparations against falling by the wayside:
Promptly at the hour ot finishing the game his colored
servant would turn up with a wheel barrow and the
reprobate master would be tenderly deposited therein
‘and Caesar would carefully wheel him home in.
safety. But the conduct of this worthy member was.
such a reproach. on an otherwise orderly gathering
~ that the scandalized brethern of the club made it 2

n;le 'tl'xa.ltl no member. should have more than one glass
(\)vhzzlngariwa i‘;‘:f;;ng, happy in the belief that the
nt would thereafter be cut out of

the evening’s programme. B

. A C. ut alas, they were

' ?ﬁggﬁ d’fp??‘n}ment. Our old friend got over
ulty by mixing his grog eithier too weak or
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. or water,
W‘S‘trong; so that he had to gdd elt:l:i}::fx he alway‘;
' “lﬁake the punch to suit his palaf refreshment. I
1 ed to get his full allowance o that he was a
hﬂ"e heard it said of this sinner

. kind,
f business, his
Tema, headed man o d by all
ﬁmiaﬁ?:zd ?I?:;itable and died respecte few
friends, . lete without a
«This Sketch would be incomp
‘Words

ds were indiffer

roverty. Hall. The roa rt by land or
ent a4 ?fiﬁ:;; and Zhe means of tfinsg?easure resoff;
‘f;water tedious and slow, so th‘? on ecord I have ol ‘
‘:ﬁas'near at hand. ‘The earliest vl:/as kept by Mr.
Proverty Hall is in 1814 when it live amongst u‘-("i'
Ak@rfey, ‘whose descendents s.txllb st. On the IOZS
BOm 1814 111 1820 1t wa at s tion 4 path lea s
to Tol'l’yburn, near the present sta is.  Just befOfd
o B to the shore of the ‘KennebeC%Sn of a cellar amh
q ing the old race track is the rui rown with bus
ang 1, P8 of stone, the mounds aing of the once fam-
-8nd amble. Thisisall that remain lace of resort 1‘;
Qg Proverty Hall. It was a favontelz drove out an
woVinter time,  The young B bachioned country
3pent the évening dancing the old heard the 'olde
Mances 59 cotillions. I have alsold walkout in the
People oy g1 the young people i be back o business
fa Moming, have breakfast and gb families as
: before 9 dclock. It was also use nyin the estima-
o ering place and long held its ow
“Hon o t

he ] [
.‘.’;‘ 2 iOIlS

0y

by
Lomond by -
of the house built at Lgce: house at the
B 204y proprietor of the famous co | ot
208 King street. ominations of that pe hed.
“The Princjpa] religious denomin the Establis 1
*Were the Chiurch  of England and s were devote
Oy g Scotland.  Episcopalians

b B
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. ted of
churchmen and many amusing stories are ort;l:O ¢ his
thestrict rule held over them by Dr. Byles.

in the
in
regulations was that no fires were allowed e

‘ He sal
church, no matter how severe the weather. [ have
thier piety should keep them warm.

o
heard an old gentleman relate that when a boy, 0¥

hurc
very cold mornings, he would be desp«'fttchectlhz io put
With a covered pan of live coals, for his mo d Doctor
‘under her feet during the service. The goo

to the
relaxed his rules somewhat out of deference

was
weakness of womankind, Loyalty to the C_rOVeV“ As
of course a predominant feature of the tim i-n the
many of those then living had borne armsearl: to
King’s service, it was the custom for many y

. rties
drink the King’s health, standing at all dinner pa :

ublic and private,
P To sum Ep the character and sentiments °fag;e§
worthy men who laid the foundations of the 61' ight,
St. John they were worthy of all praise. - Pwof .
honorable men of undoubted integrity, whose om-,
Was as good as their bond, they established the ¢

, . their
merce of St. John on a sure foundation and

éxample has had a healthfyl influence on Succe:s;:;g:
generations, . Disaster was no stranger to in in
Commercial depression, notably in 1816 and agai

+ 1828-7, was more

ced i €I times. They were scOUrg!
‘with fire,

- Aire, not once byt often. . Yet through it all theiyr'l “
folded theiy arms, and when t(lileto “
their work ended they handed 10

neither'fainteq nor
time wag come and

N

: ve
Severe than anything we have.



. ON A PIRATE’S ISLE.

A Story.

By James Hannay, D.C. L.

ea:zhen T was a very little boy, it was among my
e o recollections, to hear my mother tell of one of

See *others who had left the old farm in his youth to

”

£

; Bﬁdlti fortrune in the great world of New York, and

®r been heard of afterwards. The young man
® unromantic name of John—John Baker—but
©ars to have been endowed with more than an

Bbre th
app

K d“_lary share of ambition. He had three brothers

. on ree sisters, who lived together with their parents

a

i

%

g '“mz farm, and worked the large property, which
ily tiredre Profitable then than now; but J ohn' speed-
Sount of home work. The farm disgusted him ; the
) ory Wearied him. He had heard a great deal of
Wk Ttunes that are made by men in large cities, and
Aty hould not he, he argued to himself, do the same ?

it "8 thinking on the subject he resolved to try
tﬁrnedq Be gathered together his few worldly effects,
mutherw t property he had into money, bade his

meg l?‘nd the family an affectionate farewell tl:md
Otiest} 'S face toward New York. He told them
oiq. o 13t he would not return, and he kept his
hig i - i not return. But he would write, and in

“Us he ¢, ‘ ‘
Oy failed, for he did not write. Why he went B0

Oifigrg €xcept that he was sick of the farm. But.

e 7 Alirmed that their was a deeper Cause an
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that the real reason of John's disgust with the place
was that he had quarrelled with his sweetheart, Lucy
Holmes. With some persons, quarrels are easily made
up, but it was not so with John Baker. Under a8
agreeable manner, he concealed one of those stubborm
tenacious natures, which never yielded anything; . H;‘
had in his composition no small share of the spirit

the Prophet Jonah, and might have said with him.
“I do well to be angry unto death.”

John Baker had been absent some eight years Whe‘:
his mother died, uttering his name with her las
breath, for he was her best loved son. Some years
later his father died. The family, became scattered;
the sisters married, as did the brothers, with the
exception of one who remained on the old hom¢5te?%
Almost thirty years had passed away, the two marrié
brothers {were dead and one sister had become 2
widow and was living on the old homestead with hef
bachelor brother. | was her eldest son, and then
about sixteen. There were two younger children. SO
the great Baker house, that had been built by 2
Loyalist ancestor, just after the Revolution, had fot
its inhabitants only those | have mentioned in
addition to Miss Mary Best, a daughter of the Lucy.
Holmes who had beeq | John's sweetheart, and &

couple of servants, For Lucy Holmes, like a sensible
oo Bone for good, married another
lover, but both died many years before, leaving Marys

Ng woman of twenty-five, to recal

It was about 19 o’clock in‘the fo t‘

Y cloc] renoon of a pleasant

day in August, that | Was standing near. the old
~ maasion, looking towarq :

S the Bay hich -
comes thunderinq on the Bay of Fundy, w.

unc tocks, beneath the high |
bank, on whick the house stood. Suddenly I became .
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Wate of 1 fact. that' & man: was Standmge (2; :::
> ',K!se‘of the bank; and thinking that 1t ‘was OEowever,
';;ﬂ%ighboms, Tadvanced to meet him. Isaw He wore
f‘a‘ Ii:‘Omen‘c, that the man was a stranger: London or
B8t of. clothes, evidently the make 'Of‘a Od suffi-
“New York tailor; his figure was good a{Iilrm ; his
Cently large,; his features were straight andh “~(;re a
: é‘,‘ﬁir:black, just turning gray. On his nose ehi h in
'm“ Of eye glasses, and he had that organ S(f) reghim,
.- % air, a5 he cé.lmly surveyed the scene be 0ten feet
;%t he diq not observe me, until I was about t
= fo im id he was very promp
with 1 But when he did
e S greeting ite
b:w °°.d§momi§g," said he, giving me a very pol

“Goog

oo ik e avery poos s,

;;‘b&}‘h.Achanning country this,” he contmueﬁ e of

.'-,;jf%hg‘htful Country.  What did you say the

S ,lovely Place wag?”

e 2apid Rjyer Settlement.” : i 1

{“a ) yes. [ remember now, [ have h’e’aard Qf 1

s:; 98¢ there i no village hereabouts ?" lement, and

e S2Id T, it i only a farming sett ethere, -

! l“‘ﬁth & are not g many people here now, as

=y sty Years ago.” . ;

" * > n a
stt‘ange, that people ¢hould leave S0 Cha;léerg ”

"t 8 WhO lives in that fine old mansw;l .Zd "

: \JT B4 said 1, « s the old Baker homes :he- Baker

%Il SUPPOSe,” saiq he,  that some of the

chs Tive there i) o7 helor,

’_?es;" $aid I “James lives there, he’s ?tgzcotheﬁ
&ﬂ;}ane&, she's & widow and I'm her son ;

R 'ﬂu’ ‘dead.z: ., . - :

ey

’ or three
~ dead,” pe repeated after me, two

‘- ( isance
Morning,” I replied with the best obel

.

“».
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times, I thought there was a little change in his
voice, but his manner was as impassive as ever. i

“By the way,” sid he, brightening up, as pere
sudden idea had struck him, “is there any plageea uti-
that I can stay fora few days. I noticed some nd
ful Cambrian rocks as I passed down in a boat,
would like to examine them.” b us 88

“Certainly,” | replied “you can stay .wnt " nd
long as you like, the house is big enough I'm S“fe'ce it
its doors have never been shut to a stranger sin no
was built. But how did you get here? there 1S
road.

“Oh, I came down shore in a boat and “’?5 ::
much pleased with the look of the place, thatf %he
the men to land me here at the mouth o
river, ndl

I'led the stranger up towards the old house, 2 th
noticed that he looked at everything about it W o
curious eyes. Thers was a garden in front, into whi .
We turned, and there mother was attending to som
vines, so that she did not observe our approach. |

“Mother,” said I, “here is a gentleman, who wou
like to stay with us for a few days.” I

A moment after | had spoken these words,
though my good mother had lost her senses. She
gave a little hysterjcal laugh, rushed towards the
‘stranger, caught him in her arms and exclaimed;
+ Oh, John, have you come back, after all these years?
I always knew you would come_

- The stranger was s 4gitareq that the eye glasses
actually dropped off his nosge, byt he said with more
e?lmness than I coulq have believed possible. “ Yes,

to be back with you again.”
I the long lost Jopgy Baker had been
found,
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_Th‘t same evening John Baker was seated in the
big parlor of the old home, surrounded by the family
~and relating the story of his adventures. The tale
Wwas a strange one and I give it to the readers just as
he told it.

“When | left home,” he began I had no plans
formed. [ only wanted to get away from Rapid
tiver, [ went to New York and had not been there
many days, when | was robbed of every dollar I
possessed, [ was ashamed to write home for more
money, and had but one resource Jeft, and that was to
goto sea. [ had made one or two short tnps before
:mt’ as you may remember, and had quite a taste that

ay.

N Well I got a berth, easier than I could have hoped
for, in a large ship bound for China. 1 sailed in this
vessel two years, always on long vOyages. I was
three years more in another ship of the same class,
engaged in the same trade, ] was several times in

'ew York in the course of these voyages, but why 1
did not write you I can hardly say. As time passed
on .l grew ashamed to write, after so long a delay and
%0 it came that 1 did not write at all.

“My five years experience in large ships made me an
excellent sailor and in that time | learned navigation
tho"‘:""ghl)'- | became second mate of the Imperial, &
large full rigged brig bound from Liverpool to

elbourne. She carried a general cargo almost
everything required for colonial use, including & good
deal of spirituous liquor. Themaster, Captain Scott,
although a fine sailor, was not a very good navigatof,
and he kept so far north that he missed the countet
In ther and got caught in a gale in the Indian ocean.

“ﬁ‘is gale he was washed overboard-

The first mate. who was grea
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drink, was left in command ‘and jumped b\iérboa:rd n.
a fit of dilerium tremens. The men got hold of ‘the ‘,
spirits and soon became uncontrollable. When 1 trl(?d"
to check them they broke out in mutiny, put me 11
irons and locked me up in one of the deck houses.
They would doubtless have murdered me, had it not
been for the fact that I was the only one on board
the ship who could navigate the vessel. They an-
nounced their intention of occupying one of the islaqu
of the Malay Archipelego and turnidg pirates. With
this view they compelled me to give directions for
navigating the vessel north, towards the coast of Java,
and every day at noon, I was liberated from my ptisont
to take the sun and work up the latitude. My feelings
at this time were by no means pleasant, for besides
the sufferings I experienced from close confinement 1
- the topics, I had a reasonable certainty that my -

throat would be cut as soon as the ruffians got fairly‘
located on an island of their own,

“One morning about 10 o’clock I heard a great
bustle on deck, and knew something important was
on foot. The fact was that three Malay pirate prabs
had been sighted, coming down on the brig under .
full sail. The ruffians on the brig, who were anxious-
to turn pirates, had no stomach for an encounter with
the genuine article, They instantly launched the
brig’s two boats, put two or three kegs of water and _
some provisions in them, and rowed away as fastas
their half intoxicated state would allow them. -

“When the Malays reached the brig they were .
considerably surprised to find that there was no on¢ ’
on board of her. - However, after searching for someé .
time, they discovered my place of confinement. NoW»
if I had been a free man on deck I would un<,1011b""'d!y ot
have lost my lifeat their hands, but being found 1B

’
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irf’f“é: they -at- once- concluded that I-was a ‘brother’
pirate and therefore entitled to sympathy. This was
fortunate for me, for it placed me-at once on terms of
'good. fellowship with my captors. "1 learned after-
wards that | was the first white man ever taken to
their island rendezvous alive. The proverb that dead
men tell no tales was Vvery popular among the
Matays.

“The band of Malays by which I had been captured
lived on an island of the Malasian group called Aku.
It was Seldbm, indeed that they ventured SO far from
their haunt as the place where the Imperial was
taken, and it took us near @ week to get home. That
time I improved by learning as many words as possilbe
of the Malay language, and I was greatly aided by a
Lascar on board the prah, who had a pretty fair
knowledge of English. These eastern languages are
very eaily learned, because they are Very limited in
extent, not more than two or three hundred words
being used in ordinary conversation. By the time I
reached Aku I was able to make myself understood in
the Malay tongue, k

“ Aku is an island, perhaps twenty miles in length
and ten in breadth, which is cut almost in two by 2
long, narrow inlet, which served as a harbor. This
harbor was perfectly land locked and at its head was
the Malay town. There were about twelve hundred-
persons on the island of whom two hundred were
Chinese, captured from junks. They tilled the soil
and did all the other work required on the island.

" The adult male population aumbered about two
hundred and fifty and they were all employed in piracy,
-the Dytch and Chinese being the principal sufferers
from their ‘depredations. The island was beautiful

. 'and fertile, and but for the character of its inhabitants
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would have been an earthly paradise. However, I
will not be hard on the Malays; they were pirates, it
is true, but they treated me much better than did th;
drunken and ruffianly white men with whom I ha
recently sailed.

“As soon as I arrived at Aku I was taken before
Sabruda the Sultan or chief of the island, who by
virtue of his office, was commander in chief of the
- pirate fleet, which numbered ten prahs. He was 2

tall, handsome man of about forty years of age, with 2
frank, open countenance; very different from the
popular idea of a Malay pirate. He presented a very
fine appearance as he sat in his tent, with his guards
about him. I was questioned very closely, as to who
I was and how I came to be a prisoner on the brig. I
had already concocted, for his excellency a very neat
little series of fables, which I thought would save my
life, without bearing too hard on my- reputation.
told him that I was the doctor and wise man of the
pirate schooner Amerique, and that our vessel had been
chased and captured by Her Majesty’s gunboat Linnet.
Seeing that capture was certain and preferring death
by drowning or by sharks, to the rope, I had jumped
overboard in company with a hen coop which kept
me afloat for twenty-four hours, until I was picked up
by the brig. Unluckily I was recognized by one of
the brig's crew, and at once put in irons, and was
being conveyed to Singapore for trial and execution,
when the prahs hove in sight. |

“Sabruda was much Pleased at this truthful state-

ment of my condition; he had feared that I was an
honest man and would have

made it very unpleasant
for me.

He called me to him, and at the signal, 2
man came forward with a long silver needle in his
hand Sabruda ba;ed his right arm and I was told to -
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b.are mine. A vein was pricked in either arm until a
single drop of blood appeared. The two drops were
placed on a little disc of ivory and mingled. Now,
?aid Sabruda, ¢ You are one of us; you are my brother,
it is the covenant of blood.’

“Next to the delight of Sabruda and his subjects at
hearing that I was a pirate, Was their satisfaction at
knowing that I was 2 doctor. Medical men were
scarce at Aku ; in fact they did not exist. It became
evident to me that I was in for 2 large and lucrative
practice among the Malays, with no danger of seeing
a hated rival’s sign on the opposite corner. 1 was
destitute of medical experience, it is true, but so is
every young practitioner. As for books I had the
text books that were on board the Imperial, as for
drugs, I had her medicine chest, besides @ large
stock in the hold, consigned to @ Melbourne firm
of wholesale druggists. This stock which consisted
largely of Epsom salts, tartar emetic and similar
coarse drugs, lasted all the years I spent at Aky,
and may last for fifty years longer if well hus-
banded.

Sabruda having made me his brother, was at all
times ready to do everything for me that this rela-
tionship implied. He Jodged me in his own home
and told me he would have oné built for me whenever
I chose to select a site. NoOW, I had observed that the
- Malays. after a successful cruise had 2 most ob-
jectionable habit of getting furiously drunk,( and
occasionally one of them would run amuck through
the streets, flourishing 2 dagger, and killing anyoné
who came in his way. 1 thought possibly that on
some such occasion they might take a notion and kill
the white doctor, 2 proceeding  to which 1 most
decidedly would have objected. I therefore wou
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"+ prefer to have my ‘Home on the water, half a mile

"below " the village; and I explained to him how
hundteds of ‘families lived on the rivers in China,. n
boats and on rafts. T suggested that such 2 locationt
would be more convenient to the crews of the prahs,
than one in village, in case ‘they wanted to con_sul"
me. Sabruda adopted this idea at once. A raft sixty
feet long and forty feet wide was built for me, and~
right in the centre a house twenty feet by forty: me,
the house canvas awnings ten feet wide extended all
around it, so that every portion of the craft was
completely shaded from the sun, while advantag®
could always be taken of the pleasant breeze, thCh
seldom failed to blow up the harbor every morning
and evening. . The arrangements of the mansion Were
very simple. A hall four feet wide, ran across it,at 2
distance of twelve feet from the end that was next the
village. This space of twelve feet by twenty Was
_.divided into a large kitchen and a small sleepin8

room for my Chinese cook and servant.  The part of
the building beyond the hall was divided into tWC
apartments, a large room fifteen feet by twenty used as
a reception room, and the other eight by twenty which
was my library and bed room. Its windows OPened
towards the océan, and there I spent most of my time
When my house was finished there was not a man 0%
the island of Aku better lodged than myself and not -
one half so comfortable. ‘The chief often said when
he visited me that he would build a home on the water
for himself, mine was so comfortable, but for reasons
of my own, I did not enéourage him in the idea.

“1t chanced that the chief of Aku had been one of
my first patients, and the relief that I was able t©
afford him, by the use of simple remedies, made him
so grateful, that from that time it seemed that he
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eould never do enough for me. One reason why the
native doctors had been banished from Aku, was that
they had become mere instruments of private revenge,
and dozens of cases, where people had apparently died
of poison, had been traced to them. Sabruda would
not dare to have touched any of their drugs, for fear
of poison, but he knew he was safe in a white doctor’s
hands,  Self interest therefore as well as gratitude
bound him to me.

“As soon as my house was finished, he presented
me with a Chinese slave. whose unpronounceable
name I abbreviated into Sam. Sam was a perfect
treasure of a servant ; he could cook, wash and turn
his hand to any kind of work I required him to do.
He was about twenty-one when he first came to me,
and was a strong, active fellow, as you would wish to
see. I taught him to speak English perfectly, and for
years he attended to all my business, and did it well.
Sabruda had amongst his slaves a little Dutch boy
about twelve years of age. The child was taken three
years before in a ship bound from Batavia to Amster-
dam, in which he was going home to his mother in
Holland, his father having died in Java. .
was no earthly use to Sabruda, s I asked him to give
him to me, which he instantly did. Never was a boy
more delighted than the little Dirck Minuit, when he
found he was to live with the white doctor, for it is
no joke to be a slave among the Malays. _ Dirck was
- a smart, obedient boy, and I treated him pot asa
servant, but as a son. He became my constant com-
Panion ; he learned English perfectly and I educated
him as well as [ knew how. Moreover I taught him
afll I knew about drugs and doctoring, taking him
with me to assist on every important occasion, s0 that
it I died he might fill my place-
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“] have already spoken of one of my rooms being
my library.  This may sound like an absurdity, but
the fact is [ had a library and a large one. A rich old
gentleman in London, who had accumulated a large
collection of rare books, presented about two thousand
volumes to the Province of Victoria, as a part of
their parliamentary library. The government of that
colony sent their librarian to London to receive the
books, and to see that they were properly packed, and
at the same time to purchase about three thousand
additional volumes. This large collection, pucked in
about fifty boxes, was too late for the regular liner
and formed part of the freight of the Imperial. When
the Malays came to them in unloading the brig, they

‘thought they had found a treasure, and were much
disgusted to find that the boxes contained what was
of no manner of use to them. I told the chief that
they contain~d the words of the wise men and ought
to be preserved, and that I would take care of them;
so they came into my hands. [ put them in the inner
room of my house, unpacked the cases and noted their
contents, They embraced a magnificent collection of
works on philosophy, history, travels and general
subjects, and by their aid I became a very well
informed man, for I was reading constantly when not
otherwise engaged. Dirck too was a great reader and
I encouraged his taste in that direction.

“I have said already that I had plenty of patients;
indeed I doubt if there was one person on the island
who did not pass through my hands. At first, I of
course, knew nothing of medicine, but the reading of
such medical works as I could get hold of, combined -
with the experience, soon made e a tolerable practi-
tioner, so that I was able to give a pretty correct
diagnosis of a case. I am sure that I reduced the rate
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of mortality among the people of Aku very consider-
ably, and in the course of years, I came to be regarded
as the greatest man of the island, after the chief.
‘Although a great deal of specie came into the hands
of the Malays, from the vessels they plundered, they
conducted all their business by means of barter; and
pPayments were made in kind. This suitedme up toa
Ceftain point, but my wants were limited to food and
raiment, so that gradually I began to get matters ona
specie basis, so far as my own transactions were
concerned. In this way, in the course of years I
accumulated a good deal of gold, in the shape of
British, American, Indian and Chinese coins, as well
as gold jewelry and gems, many of which were
presented to me by grateful patients. Although fond
of gold ornaments the people of Aku have but an
imperfect knowledge of the value of precious stones
and I had no difficulty collecting many that were of
great value.

“Among the amusementswhich Iindulged in at Aku
was fishing.  Fish were very abundant outside the
harbor, and with Sam the Chinaman and little Dirck
I went out regularly two or three times a week. We
had a small boat, evidently the jolly boat of some brig
or schooner, which the Malays, had picked up, and
which I had purchased for my own use. On more
than one occasion we had got caught in a heavy blow,
and had difficulty in making the land, so that I often
hoped that chance would throw alarger craft in my
way.
~ “I had now been some six years on the island of

Aku, and was, | suppose, as content as & white man
could be in a nest of pirates. I tried to shut my eyes
to the mefrarious trade in which they were engaged,
and succeeded in doing soto a limited extent. Still,
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I knew too well that every thing: they possessed; and
every article I obtdined from them, had been pur-
chased with human blood, I never ceased to Che{IGh
the hope of escape, but | felt-that to be an operation
not to be lightly undertaken, for failure meant death.
I therefore waited patiently, knowing that my cham.:e‘
would come in time. Six years had passed, as I said
before and Dirck had grown to be a fine, stalwart
young man of eighteen; Sam had become-so thorough-
ly accustomed to our ways that every want was
anticipated. Faithful and true in all else, I felt 1.could
trust him with my life if necessary, As for Dirck, -
we understood each other, and our plan was to leave
Aku, when a favorable opportunity came. ,
“One day, at the time I have been speaking of, a
prah came into the harbor with a ship’s boat a tow.
It was either the long boat of a large merchant ship,
or the launch of 4 maxi-of-yvar, and was a prodigious
affair, about thirty feet in length, and big enough to
carry sixty men.  As she was towed past, I said to
myself, ‘ here is the craft that may yet take me back
 to civilization.’ Byt caution was necessary, even
when taking the preliminary steps to secure this boat,
for suspicion seldom sleeps in the bosom of a Malay.
She was of no earthly use to anyone on the island
except myself, and I let her be moored to a bouy, for
three or four weeks, before | pretended to notice her.
One day the chief had come to Sé¢ me, and as we sat
under the awning, he remarked on the extreme
clumsiness of this big boat, as compared with one of
‘his prahs, agreed with him, byt said I though that
she would make a good fishiLg boat. o
“ Why, yes,” said he, “she would, if you would
- like to have her I will give ey to you.” / |

.[Conclusion next month]



THE CITY’S FINANCES.

A Review of the Methods and Expenditures

of the Street Department.
By John A. Bowes.

FOURTH ARTICLEL.

I have dealt with the

In the preceding articles,
and in

) tg;fneral financial condition of the city in one
 the other two, with the debt, first describing its origin
and progress and the principal things for which it was
:reated, and second the effect of the debt on the
aer\‘;?nlues of the city and on the tax payers. In this
of :fl e I_ propose to deal witt{ thg curreqt expenditures
o e cty, t.he money for which 18 all directly assessed

n the citizens. These* expenditures are for the
maintainance of the streets, ferries, lights, fire, police
and sewerage departments. The street department

and ferries, are under the control of The Public Works

department, the sewerage system, under the Depart-

ment of Water Supply and Sewerage and the fire,
, Police and light departments under the Public Safety
S}?Partment. After Unionin 1880, the Ferries were in
e department of Public Safety, but managed by a
separate committee. ‘Qubsequently they were trans-
ferred to the Public Works departrhent, as that body

had control of the harbor as well as the streets.. T he'

Wﬁter and Sewerage department is of comparativly’
’ 257
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recent date, and was the outcome of overcrowding the
the Public Works department. When this departmt?ﬂt
was created no change was made in the executive
head of 'the department as the Director of Public
Works remained at the head of both departments,
although the superintendent of Water and Sewerage
is really responsible for that department.. This is’a
very brief resume of the manner in which the civic
business is divided up, the only remaining department
being the Treasury Board which is the final channel
through which all bills must pass before they are
paid, but when thege are certified by the proper
- officials of the department for which the indebtedness
was created, they pass the Treasury Board, generally
without comment, Therefore the spending Boards
are responsible for their expenditures. The extent
to which the tax payers are affected by the expendi-
tures for the purposes enumerated is shown by the

following statement in which the assessment of 1889
Is compared with that of 1gog4:

1889 1904
Streets . . | $35,460 $64,210
Police - - - - 355,22 I 33,173
F}re - - - - 26,672 42, 138
Light - - - 11,462 24,614
Sewerage - - - - 5,098 12,307
Ferries - - . - 3,307

Total. $103,813  $179,751
The total assessment for these purposes has increased
since Union $75,838, and the rate payers are asking
why. there should be such an increase. In what

and at whose behest were the j The

; \ Increases made ?
Increased cost of the schoolg in the same period is
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$26,000 causing an additional assessment of over
$100,000 for seven public services.

The most important of public services of any city
and the most expensive, is that having to do with the
public thoroughfares. Everybody 1s interested in the
Streets because no citizen is SO humble that he is not
compelled to use them, more Or less. It is therefore
of the highest importance that the thoroughfares,
both roadways and sidewalks should be kept in good
condition. - In St. John there are about 40 miles of
streets and 50 miles of sidewalks and about 10

These latter are nearly all
arrangements

sisted in their

miles of country roads.
- In Stanley ward, ahd under former
the' government of the Province as
Maintainance, granting each year a portion of
the county bye road monies to keep them in repair.
- The Main street of Portland and the City road were
considered as great roads of the Province and sub-
stantial grants were made each year towards their up
keep. Douglas avenue, or road, as it was then called
was also partly maintained at the expense of
the province. Under 2 changed policy of the
PrOVinCial Government all grants for road work to
incorporated cities and town$ have been withdrawn,
and now the whole expense of keeping up the roads
and bridges within the city limits is borne by the rate
payers. Not since Union has there been a Provincial
grant of road money to the City- Before Union the
government on several occasions assisted the people of
the west side to repair Rodhey street between the
ferry landing and Union street. The ¢astern side of
the old city had not received any grant for street work

from the Provincial Government for years. As the

amount which was granted varied from year to yeal
t is not possible to give the exact average of

Provincial money that was expended on the streets of
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what is now the United City of St. John, but taking
one year with another the average would be in the
neighbourhood of $3,000 or perhaps more.

How much money has been expended on the streets
of St. John at one time and another no one will ever
know. It was for street making that a goodly share
of the old city debt was created, and it isonly fair to
assume that prior to 1850 the corporation had
expended fully a quarter of a million dollars on the
streets of the city, Ina sense this money was not
spent for street making at all, but to carve down hills
and fill in hollows to make road building, in the
accepted sense, possible at all. The streets of Parr
Town as originally surveyed—that is the section of
old St. John south of Unjon street-—ran at right angles
and one has only to pay a visit to Rockwood Park,
and take a look at the topography of the district, to
see what difficulties had to be encountered in preparing
roadways for this section of St. John. The ground
was rough, and in many places huge rock cuttings
had to be made, and great hollows filled in, and
retaining walls built, to. prevent the filling material
from doing damage to the property of citizens, on
either side of the street under process of construction.
Within the memory of the present generation a bank
of solid rock twenty feet high was cut away on King
street (east) between Wentworth and Pitt streets, and
pottions of streets were better known by such names
as Rocky hill and Split rock, than by their proper
names. It was 1o easy task to byjld a city on the
site. of St. John and at the best the work was
necessarily expensive. Byt as it was gone about,
without any preconcerted plan, and done in a piece
eal way, it has heen doubly - expensive and it is.not
Dutting the estimate -too high, to say thatnot less
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than a million dollars of the people’s money has been
absolutely wasted, by mistaken methods of the street
management, and the worst of itall isthat the poorest
of jthese methods prevail today, and the waste is still
going on, in larger proportion now than ever before.

When the management of the streets was vested in
'.the Common Council and the water mains and sewers
in the Commissioners of Water and Sewerage, there
was a decided lack of harmony between the executive

heads of the two managements. The result was that

~ the corporation would put 2 street in what they

considered repair.  That is the street management
dumped a ton of broken stone, in sizes varying from &
Pea to a turnip, to a square yard of street, and then top
dre5§ this with a coating of sticky gravel, in order
to bind the mass of broken stone. This was called
maf:adamizing, perhaps for want of another name, and
- while it was a bad dose to give any street, under the
name of road making, yet it cost money to do it. At
the end of a year, half of the mud binding would be
carted to some convenient dump, under the name of
Street cleaning.  Then travel over the thoroughfare
was made possible, if not plesant. As soon as this
happened the Commissioners of Water and Sewerage
would decide that a new water [main or- a New seWer
Was necessary in the street thus repaired, and the
+ Work of the street department vould be undone and
for ten years the street would be in aworsé condition
than before the city had spent anywhere from $s500
toa $1,000 on it. v
This sort of thing happen
hundred times. ~ Dozens of vo
Union, just because the people believed that under
one control the waste would be stopped. But it was
,Mot—the work of destruction, under the name of

ed, not once but a
tes were cast in favor
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Tepairs, goes as merrily on, as it did ten years ago, a“fi
seems likely to continue. Who is responsible for this
condition of affairs, the officials or the Council? The
Council, desirous of saving money, have ignored the
reports of the officials and continued the old wasteful
methods, in defiance of advice and common sense. 1o
1872 the City engineer recommended paving thf’
Principal streets with wooden blocks.  Had this
advice been taken thousands of dollars would have
been saved, but it was ignored because, of the first C(?St
of paving. For 1 5 yearsthe matterof street repairs
was annually discussed in the Council without any
change being made. Meanwhile the city had had ex-
perience with the Prince William street pavement, anfj
it was demonstrated to an absolute certainty that it
was the cheapest piece of roadway 'in the city. In
1887 the Council decided that it was desirable to pave
a section of the city every year, and a start was made
on Union and Charlotte steeets—the money being
proyided by the issue of street bonds, which would
expire before the pavement would wear out.  The
Street was paved, with wood and cost about one quaf-
ter more than it would have cost to cover it with
broken stone and mud. Such a covering would have
lasted about five years and always been bad. For ten
years there was no money for repairs spent on Union
or 'Cl.larlotte streets.  The experience of the Prince
Wl.lham Street pavement had been repeated.  The
Un19n of the cities of St. John and Portland and the
+ Paving of Main street from Market square to Indian-
town brevented any fyrther improvements being
made in the ol City, other than a return to the
old and. wasteful methods. Much has been said about
the Indiantown highway. 1t was not as good a jo
as that on Charlotte and Union streets, but as a matter
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of fact it has cost less to maintain than the old mud
roadway, and the man does not live who will say that
the paved street is not preferable in a dozen ways
over the former thoroughfare, often siX inches deep in
mud.

So much for the roadways-
St. John had made numerous experiments in sidewalk
making, but they were only experiments, as the older
citizens who provided the shoe leather well remember.
A few blocks were laid with flag stones about three
by five feet in size, some of them smaller, but all
were so badly laid that the pedestrian was constantly
stubbing his toes against protruding  edges. To
make matters worse they were SO often lifted to put
down gas and water pipes and sewers, that it was
really painful to walk over them. One or two blocks
were laid with bricks, but this class of sidewalk
material did not become pepular in St. Jobn, notwith-
- Standing that it proved enduring and was not very
expensive.  Bay shore spruceé deals were the popular
material for sidewalks, laid down thirty years ago,
and the more knots they contained the better they
were considered to be for the purpose. The knots,
which after a year's wear protruded far enough to
prevent the citizens from becoming 'lonesome after
le"}Ving the flagged walks—there was always some-
thing to stub one's toe against. But sidewalk
‘Covering of any kind was not the cule. Fully go per
cent. of the walks throughout the city were of gravel
—much of it taken from ships arriving here in ballast,
and the more flint it contained the better it was, for
street making and incidently for the shoe makers. ‘A

f‘?w years before the fire Mr. G. S. Fisher who has
since done such good work in the Park, introduced the
so common in St. John,

composition sidewalks now

Before the fire of 1877
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and it is noteworthy that the first piece laid at the
expense of a private citizen, was promptly planked
over at the expense of the city. But other counsels
prevailed among the aldermen and the composition
sidewalk was adopted, and quite a number of blocks
laid with it before the great fire. It was of course
greatly damaged by the fire but the low cost and ease
with which it was repaired appealed to the aldermen
and the additional fact that it was not affected by
frost and was a decided improvement on plank walks,
both from a sanitary and an economic standpoint,
settled the question of its adoption.

When what was known as the “reform” Council
came into power in 1879 there followed a period of
retrenchment, which was undoubtedlyf necessary after
the large expenditures and business depression, which
came after building operatings had ceased with the
close of 1878, The aldermen gave little attention to
improvements of any kind and sought only to get the
city finances into shape. When this had been accom-
plished Alderman MecLauchlap moved that the
building of sidewalks, which had been stopped, be
taken up again. . The alderman was bitterly asailed
- but carried his point and from that date sidewalk mak-
ing has continued, until now there are 50 miles of side-
walks on 40 miles of street. This means that every
important thoroughfare in the city has the sidewalks
on both sides of the streets laid with asphalt
composition. At first this work was done by contract
but for many years the sidewalks have all been laid
by city employes.  As there are still about 30 miles
of sidewalks to be laid in St, John, the expenditure for
this branch of the public service is more likely to
increase than to' diminish, as it now costs in the
neighbourhood of $ 5,000 annually to keep the existing
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walks in repairs. Somewhere between $6,000 and
33’000 have been expended annually on sidewalks
normg t_he past five years, and it is safe to assert that
thepubllc money is spent t0 the greater satisfaction of
thatWhOIe 'pgople and there is a feeling, ]usFly grounded,
thi the citizens get more value for their money, in

s particular, than they do for any other expenditure

of the Street department.

The late A. Chipman Smith, who was the first

‘ Director of Public Works, was & strong believer n
l():av]ge;d streets, as is his successor, Mr. R. H.‘iCushipg,
t};e d as may be seen by reading their reports, which
roll ouncil has presistently ignored. In 1890 a rod
_oer was purchased by the department but for two
years or thereabouts was not used, perhaps because
no one understood how to useé it. Finally the tem-
Porary structure that had been built around it, to
4 f:l)ltect it from the weather was removed and the
of er was put to work on Waterloo street, the surface
Un'WhICh was picked up from Haymarket square to
im ion street.  The surface of the street was greatly
" proved but the selection of material for covering .
was unfortunate. It was sO soft that it worked
_Into mud after every rain storm. No record of the
Cost of this work has been kept, but it was stated at
;he time that about $4,000 Were expended. The
following winter repairs had
Main on the hill between Golding street and
Haymarket square and much of the work of the

sSimmer was thereby undone, and the money spent on
fairly be added to that’

which has been wasted on the streets, and the work
; pent improvement

;a‘nno_f “be put down as 2 perma
or this reason. It was probably due to the failure of
~ this experiment. that Mr. Smith refers to the roller as
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“ the elephant,” in his report of 18g4 but in that sam®
year, the roller was made to do considerable work on
Brussels street, and in 18gg Mr. Smith had so far
changed his view on the value of street rollers that he
recommended the purchase of a second one, together
with another crusher, which was done.  There is 00
doubt of the value of road rollers in street making
when proper materials, are used and proper methods
employed, but it must always be borne in mif{d
that a rightly constructed macadamized street 1§
more expensive than a paved street, but when the
traffic is light or moderately heavy, it gives bettel
service and will last witha few repairs made at the
proper time—that is immediately they are required—
practically for ever. The work that has been done
in St. John is really not macadamizing at all.
It is merely covering the roadway with broken stone
and rolling it. There is no better example of the
methods employed in this city than Union street from
Charlotte to Dock street. This work was done in 1899
and cost $7,650 or $1.57 a yard. In this instance the
old street was dug away, and the space filled in with
broken stone of large size, and then covered with finef
grades and all rolled compactly together. This is
the nearest approach to a macadamized street W€
have in St. John, the only mistake made being in the
“size of the stone used in the foundation, which is 10t
not large enough to permit of proper drainage and the
street is consequently quite muddy after a heavy rain.
But the chief value of the work from a tax payer's

point of view lies in the fact that it abuts a section of

paved street which cost about the same amount of
money per yard, and it is therefore easy for rate payers
1o decide which is the best for such a locality. There
s another example of the same kind to be found of
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Prince William street between Duke and St. James
streets. In the first report he made to the Common
Council in 1891, Mr. Smith recommended the pave-
ment. qf the street, which was in the worst possible
condition, with wood. The remaining portion of the
street to Market square is paved with wood which was
put down in 1873. Mr. Smith’s recommendation was
::E)nOred. In 1894 the Street Railway company put
six‘:’n a doubvle track on the street, which is less than
dony feet wide at places, and the temporary work
»COve fhen lasted until 1go1, when $1670 was spent in
. ering the street with broken stone and rolling it. In
ezsl‘;rt}}e street is worn into gullies by the traffic on
of WhSlde of the car track. This is another instance
the C.ere st_reet money has not been well expended, apd
e Our}cd must take the responsibility, a$ official
thl;c‘:rts direct a totally different course of action from
pursued.
ha:Nc;)Od pavements will not 1
o emonstrated that from 10 t0 12 Y€
ke );Can be depended on, but during that period, if
anlc)l Clea'm, require but small expenditures for repairs,
o th'elr renewal is not much more than half as
Copens'lv? as their original construction.
ad\?‘nml mstea}d of being guided by experience and th.e
b ice of officials who it must be assumed, know th'eu'
ba dlness, has gone on w.th the old method, producing
‘bad results. One of the most important street improve-
ments undertaken by the Council was the re-building
of Douglas avenue. This work was commenced in
1900 and completed in 1903 and in the three years
cost the tax payers the large sum of $25,859. Intwo
¥::rs 1901-2, $7,891 were expended on the Marsh road
o m CO(_)per’s corner to the One Mile House. Every-
ne admits the necessity of these work, but so far as

ast forever. Experience
ars are all that
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Douglas avenue is concerned the work done by the
street department has been largely undone by theISt-
John Railway company, whichafter the completion
of the street first laid a single track on the avenue
and afterwards doubled-tracked the line. ~ Not many
people will be found today, after the street has beent
only four years in use to say that the tax payer
has got value for his money. As this thoroughfare 13
growing in importance every year, and the traffic over
it is becoming heavier the citizens, will soon have
another object lesson of the value of a road macadam-
ized by St. John methods at a cost of $26,000, which
has been twice torn up by a private company, since it
was made, and half of which will have to be torn up
again to put in water and sewerage as the street 1S
being more rapidly built up, than any other in the
city.

It is impossible to extract from official reports just
how much has been expended on streets each year
since Union.For some years there are reports in great
detail but in others no reports have been made at all,
and the investigator has to fall back on the Chamber-

lain’s accounts which do not divide the payments up

and are intermixed with payments for interest, repay-
ment of loans effected and various other matters which
are necessary to the completeness of the account, but
which prevent any accurate idea of the exact amount
expended each year for actual street work.  Theré
are two accounts one for the street cleaning and
the other for general work, while the loans effected
appear in still another account and the bonds issued
since Union is still another. One is therefore com-
pelled to do some guessing to find out exactly what
has been expended on streets but an average of $45,000
a year would not be far astray, and if we add the cost of
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the Highway to Indiantown, $g2,000, the average will
be $50,000. This means that the Council is spending
abo‘lt $1,000 a mile, on every mile of street within the
city limits each year. To put it in another way about
‘_‘hree'quarters of a million dollars have been expended
In the betterment of the streets since Union. Accord-
ing to the figures given below, the cost of repairs to
‘the streets, which were in the nei ghbourhood of $14,000
a year for the first four years after Union, now cost 1n
the vicinity of $25,000. Here are the figures taken
from the chambertain’s accounts. These payments
are for labor alone and do not include the cost of

material:
8 East North West
; 89 ) - $5.2 8 '% 5095 $ 3,242
i R e 6,939 .04
1891 ) - 31581 7,243 2,729
Bga - - 4047 9,544 2,062
183 - - 4753 5,537 1,111
og - - 3,408 4,012 1,159
1895 - - 3075 5,654 1,882
186 - - 3995 8,051 2,005
1897 - - 4825 10,558 3,197 °
1898 ) - 8,391 61356 1,522
189 - - 5,605 10,148 2,041
1900 - - 7,031 6,710 3,282
1901 - - 10,007 ‘ 8,229 2,601
1902 - - 9,356 14,536 2,538
1903 . - 10485 10,693 3,186

The totals of the abc‘)ve shows that in the fifteen
ose the large sum of

years the city spent for this purp . '
$245,479 of which $88,356 Were spent on the East side
$120,522 in the North end and $36,601 01 the West side.
It.may be pointed out that since Union by far the
,la‘g,eSt expenditure for .streets has betn 1n the North
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end where but little real street making had been done
prior to Union. -

It would be tedious to follow the expenditures of
the street department through all its details but here
are the principal items which show the general
trend of the expenses during the years 19oo-1-2-3

1900 1901 1902 1903
Asphalt........................ 6,747 7,286 8,052 9,002
Retaining walls....,......... 1,286 1,294 1,758 2,652
Plant repairs................. Lt 8y 1,858 2,205 1,408
General supplies............. 1,307 3,707 4,903 1,723
Stable accounts.............., 2,080 2,834 3,347 4:360
Public grounds............... 974 1,300 1,721 1,493
Block pavement............, 1,445 8,155 7,187 552
Broken stone....... ST 991 1,279 461

The onward march of these expenditures is as steady
as the advance of the Japanese on Port Arthur, with
the difference that there has been no resistance. - The
tax payer kicks mildly, but he never investigates.
But there is a general impression abroad that there
should ,be a full and complete investigation of the
methods ‘of this important department. No oné
charges that there is any grafting in the department,
but there is a unanimity of opinion that the tax
payer is not getting much more than half results
from - the expenditures, which each year are on the
incease.  But one more table s necessary to show
just how the tax payer is affected by the street
expenditures. The first column’ gives the actual
returns of the chamberlain from taxes collected, the
second the total expenditures of the department
including interest and the repayment of special loans

and the third column the amount, the account was

overdrawn at the end of each year.

\
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Ass't. Receipts.  Total Exp'd.  Dr. Balance

1889 $
18 32,739 841,291 $13,338
2 -
18 S ’ 26,28
183; 43,677 . 59,069 30,00‘;
18 32,109 32,207 28,225
189'jr 29,217 30,226 27,620
1800 24,332 27,825 28,529
18 27,236 3L,753 30,930
o B 38203 38,004
. 18 36,123 55587 41,004
o Igocg) 36,826 48,552 50,747
" 1901 41,320 68,914 57,049
1902 42,806 92,248 15,495
1903 47473 76,881 42,846
49,027 58,700 50,883

am"rhe figures . which are given above show the
dir:unt which the tax payers have contributed
ctly towards the maintainence and improvement

¢+ of
Of the streets. There has been but two issues of

L ;hfeu i’fcll‘leet department was given au
of i er sum of $50,000 which
‘,‘Cha;n the succeeding years.
ge on the street assessment.

L :12?): At the beginning of that yea
" of $57,049 and by borrowing an

,.

B b .
enefitted by nearly $12,000 from

bo

co;lds f°1f street purposes since Union—one for the

Creesl;‘ruc‘flon of stables and the other for the Newman
bridge on Adelaide street amounting to the

Sy
-Sum to $7,000. In addition to these must be added a

:;odp?cl}?ltlon of the $60,000 expended on the West side
India e 892,000 which the paving of the highway to
820 ntown cost. In 1889 the corperation borrowed

30,000 for street making to be repaid in six years

o
out of the assessment for street purposes: and in 1899
thority to borrow

was taken advantage
This also is a direct
In addition to the
he street account
the transfer made
d water maintainence in
r the account wasa
d this contribution -

a
smount borrowed in this way !

fro:
m the general revenues an
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the indebtedness was reduced to $1 5495 DBut these
borrowings have a tail to them which reduces the
amopnt that can be expended each. year out of the
assessment. At the present time it takes about
$5,000 annually to pay the inierest and wipe out
a percentage of the loans, :

After the clean up in 1901 it would naturally'b
supposed that the aldermen would endeavour to live
with in the appropriation, particular! y aseach year they.
were assessing for a larger sum, which in the present
year amounts to $60,000 or $10,000 more than the
preceding year. = But the expenditires have gone
on apparently without any reference to the income.
In 1902 the over expenditure’ of the department
amounted to $42,846 an increase of $27,500 on the
preceding year. In 1903 the over expenditure of this
department had reached $50,883, and if one may judge
from the debates of the aldermen it will be $10,000
more than theiappropriatiop this year, or back to 2
worse condition than 1go1, with no opportunity to
make another double financial shuffle,

Such management of so important department calls
for the strongest possible condemnation. If the alder-
men intend to spend $60,000 0n the streets in a year
why do they not place that amount in the estimates.
" We have in St. John this year the highes{ rate ever
charged the rate payers, and still the over expenditure
goes on until at the close of the year instead of there
being money enough in the treasury to carry on the
public services until another assessment is levied the
city will be compelled to borrow money for this .
purpose. It would be bad enough if the money were
well expended but the methods employed are both
wasteful and extravagant and instead of 3perman¢nt
improvements beirlg the people get the merest _pvatCh '
work, which has to bedone over every few years.'

]
I



. A GREAT INDIAN CHIEF.
By Rev. W.C. Gaynor.

{ CONTINUED.)
Thus passed a hundred years of life for Membertou.

He was still a vigorous old man, in appearance not
more than sixty years of age- The bulk of his people
had now moved further to the south, partly because of
- milder climate, partly because the hardy mariners of

" St. Malo and Biscay were beginning to touch on the
‘Southern coasts for purposes of trade. Membertou
“?-Stablished himself on the peninsula of Acadia, choos-

_ing for the site of his fortifed encampment 2
]ajnd'IOCked bay on the western shore. Here he ruled
1.“5 people, dispensing justice as sagamore, and practis-
ing his duties of aoutmoin or prophet. Age had not
dulled his faculties or lessened the glow of his warlike
ardor. While the authority of sagamore Was at best
precarious, his was doubly strengthened by the renown
-of his exploits and his sacred character of prophet.
In' this respect he was another Merlin of a hundred
‘winters.

, It was at this moment when rest’ and a peaceful
future seemed assured to him that two events occurred
almost simultaneously, from one of which he should
reap still greater increase of reputation, and from the
other a new outlook on life. One of his minor chiefs,
Penoniac, met at the hands of the Armouchiquois of
Cl\‘emacost or Saco the treatment which hostile tribes
usually gave prisoness of war. He was put to death,
and his companions . who escaped brought the ill

273 ‘
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tidings to Membertou. Runners were at once des-
patched to call in the scattered bands of the tribe to
the common rendevzous at Port Royal, and the
Etchemius were invited to sing their war-songs and
take up the hatchet. Every Mic-Mac warrior fit to-
bear arms responded to the sagamore’s call. Ina
short while he collected within his fortified encamp-
ment four hundred doughty warriors, the full fighting
force of his tribe. - .
About the same time that these intertribal hostili-
ties were to come to a head in fierce combat an event
of much greater and more paramount importance in
Mic-Mac history occurred.  This was the advent of
the French pioneers under DeMonts, Poutrincourt, and
Champlain. A year before, in the spring of 1604, these
strangers had anchored their ships in the pretty bay
on which Membertou’s encampment looked out, but
they had sailed away and had, according to the story
told by native runners, passed the winter on an
island in the mouth of the river of the Etchemins-
They were now returned and had established them-
selves in a palisaded fort, of construction novel to
Indian ideas, on the shore of the same bay which
~ Membertou had hitherto of right claimed as his own-
The old cheif’s experience with men of the same race
as these returned voyaguers inclined him to accord to
them a gracious welcome. His memories of the
kindly Cartier and his more recent experience with
the masters of the few Basque vessels that had touched
on the coast powerfuily influenced him in favor of
these later comers. - He offered no objection, therefore
to the occupation of his lands by De Monts and his
followers, and looked on 'with curiosity while they
reared ‘their dwellings and built their fortifications-
His own camp, a few miles to the east, was, in turn, af




. Contributions from their own scanty stores.

£

tribe were placed.
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object of curiosity to the French. Within a high and
impervious wall of wickerwork, which encircled the
whole encampment, the light huts were arranged with
as much regularity as a civilized town. In the centre
was the principal lodge in which the chiefs assembled
for deliberation and in which their tribal banquets
were held, and at regular intervals of distance the
cabins and minor lodges of each subdivision of the
The wall itself, which was the
outer defense of the encampment, was comprised of
jtall, slender trees, sharpened at the points and driven
mto the ground, and then interwoven with others of
of the same slender growth, unti] the whole was
united into a strong stockade inpervious to Indian
attack,

The assemblage of such a lage force of warriors as
Membertou had summoned about him for the intended
1aid on the Cape Cod country naturally alarmed the
Frenchmen still struggling with their rudmentary
defences. Their uneasiness was still further augu-
Mented when it was whispered by some Indians,
Jealous of Membertou’s superiority, that the purpose of
all his preparation was to possess himself of the French
fort, They were soon convinced, however, of the real
Object of the expedition, and were pleased to be able
to expedite it by supplying the old sachem with

It wa
With a feeling of relief, nevertheless, that they
Witnessed the departure of the savage force. The
Infliaﬂs conducted their embarkment and departure
With such regularity and discipline as to excite the

-admiration of the trained soldiers of France. The

8fe?.t flotilla of war-canoes was marshalled into
Visions, each portion of the tribe under its own

yleadel‘, and the whole commanded by the giant figure
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of Membertou in the leading cance. Asthe marning

sun reflected upon the still waters of the land-locked
bay this noiseless procession of golden yellow boats
decked with tawny faces and bodies smeared with wat-
pigment of various colors and designs, the sight struck
the wondering Frenchmen as strangely beautiful and
picturesque.  The first objective of the Mic-Mac
braves was the rendezvous with their allies, the
Maliseets of the St. John river.  The rough waters of
the Bay of Fundy, which in our day have still their
terrors for the navigator, had no dread for those hardy
sons of the salt water. In their deep, heavy war
canoes, which would take a man to his waist stand
ing in them, they buffeted the waves and ocean
surges of the bay and passed from shore 1O
shore in seeming hardihood. ~Whether their routé
now led them to a rendezvous with their allies at
the mouth of the St. John or diagonally across
the bay to the mouth of the St. Croix we have
no means of knowing. The favored land route for such
excursions in the early aboriginal times, at least for
the land-loving Maliseets was by the St. John. Poling
up the river to the mouth of the Medoctic they caffied
their birchen boats past the falls of this stream, t0
launch them again were its waters were deep a'}d
untroubled. Eight or ten miles further on they agai®
took to portage and here their moccasined feet tro

historic ground, one of the oldest and most favored
trails of the Indian. The Passamaquoddy region Was
then within easy reach by way of the Schoodic lakes,
while the Norembega region of the Kennebec and
Penobscot could be invaded over easy reaches of wates:
‘The Mic-Macs in this instance may have favor

the all-water route. ‘They may have persaud

their Etchemin allies to brave the temporary dange®® -
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of the open sea in view of the shortness of sucha
route and its freedom from the hardships and ambush-
ments of the overland trail. Morever, the Etchemin
of the Passamaquoddy, as in our day, were fearless
mavigators to whom all the by-ways of the coast were

well known. Whichever way the route of the allied

tribes lay, they succeeded in making successful descent
In a pitched

on the territory of the Armouchiquois.
battle they defeated their ancient enemies; and by
the slaughter of Barshaba and his chiefs Membertou
avenged the death of Pennoniac. This was by far the
greatest exploit in the annals of these allied tribes
and reflected supreme credit on their leader, Member-
tou. 1t was indeed a daring incursion, and deserved
the success it achieved. The allies ceturned to Acadia
?hanting their songs -of triumph, the refrain of which
1s still preserved to usn Lescarbot’s verses.
On his return an unpleasant surprise awaited the
great sagamore : his triends and hosts, the Yrench,
~ were on the eve of their departure for France. For
nearly two years he had been brought in daily con-
*tact with them. He had fished and hunted with them,
sat at their table and partaken of their leasts sO
‘regularly supplied by the Order of the Good Time.

His native taciturnity and saturnine gloom had often

melted before the genial facetiousness of the light-
hearted Lescarbot. Now these sociable strangers’
whose stay was all too short, were about 10 leave
him.. In the face of the bereavement We can well
believe that even his great victory, which by this

' time had made secure his permanent influence with his

tribe, was shorn of some of its satisfaction. Member-
loss: of his French

tou genuinely grieved over the
vfnends. He endeavoured to dissaude them from leav-
ing.  The inexorable :vicissitudgzs of fortune, which
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appeared to thwart relentlessly French efforts at col-
onization, were, however, adverse to his wishes, and
he was forced to see his friends depart. They were,
generous to him in their leave-taking,presenting to him
not only the standing crops, but also ten hogsheads of
corn and a variety of tools. Thus temporarily passed
the French visitors out of the ken of the old Mic-Mac
chief.

Thrown back upon their own resources, Membertou
and his immediate followers resorted to their former
modes of life, hunted and fished in order to supply th.e
food whicl, since 1605, French generosity had contri-
buted. Thus three years passed, during which the aged
sagamore must have often thought of the former
occupants of the deserted fort, now under his care and
charge. At length early in the spring of 1610 the
welcome sight of a European sail was descried at
the mouth of the bay. Soon the outlines of the
approaching ship became visible, and Membertou was
on thé beach once more to welcome the French. It
was Poutrincourt, and he had returned to reclaim his
grant of Port Royal. '

With him came Father Jesse La Fleche, a native of
Lantage in the diocese of Langres, commissioned by
His Excellency the Papal Nuncio at Paris, ‘Robert
Ubaldin, afterwards Cardinal, to bear the Gospel
tidings to the barbarians; With the Mic-Mac tongue
Father La Fleche had no acquaintance whatever. He
could not therefore give intelligible instructions to his
Indian neophytes. This was evident in subsequent
years by the difficulties which beset the earnest Jesuit
Biard when he,’with a greater sense of the need of
preparation, applied himself to the study of the Mic-
Mac speech. It was further proven by the continued
attachment of La Fleche's converts to their pagan
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ways, especially in the observance of the tabagie. Pout-
rincourt, however, was soO imperatively bound by the -
terms of his charter to establish the faith among the
Indians that converts had to be made as quickly as
,as possible. Membertou had already had three years
acquaintance with the tolerant Christianty of such
men as Champlain, Pontgrave, Lescarbot, De Monts
and this same Poutrincourt; and their treatment of
h'im made him willing to comply with any religious
rite that could testify to his good will towards them.
He was therefore easily persuaded', and quickly pre-
pared, to receive the waters of baptism. On the
morning of St. John's day, June 24th, 1610, the sacred
rite was performed on the shores of the bay. Twenty
one Indians neophytes, the immediate family of the
old chief—doubtless the aristocracy of the tribe—were
admitted to baptism. According to the formal
register which was duly forwarded to the French court
by Poutrincourt, Memberton had three sons and one
daughter. He had but one wife, as we have already
seen. These, with their wives and near relatives,
made up the group of neophytes that followed our
old Sagamore into Christianity.
(To be Continued.)

U

THE CHRISTMAS NUMBER.

Among the attractions of the Christmas
number of the Magazine, which will be pub-
lished on December 10th is 2 complete story
of the Great Mirimachi Fire by Dr. James
‘Hannay, entitled “ Two Lovers.”



A QUAINT FAMILY RECORD

There lies before the writer a copy of a quaint
manuscript, the original of which was written in
the year 1829.  Its author* who said of himself
“l am now gray headed and fast ripening for
the chamber of death,” has long since found the
repose of which he so quaintly spoke. The work
of love, on which he must have spent much time and
labor, has never been published.  The purpose, he
himself states, was, “to leave a pleasing and flattering
legacy to my own family and connections generall)’-”
Like many another work on which much zealous
efforts has been expended, this old man’s manuscript
has not apparently justified the hope he cherished,
that it would be the foundation for other work of
similar character in later times. It is an attempt to
trace in bricf, and from limited sources of information:
the history and gencallogy of a family, whose name
is widely known throughout the New Enoland states
and the Canadian provinces of New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia. The author, who dwelt in Nova Scotia,
was able to show that his father, who was born at
Sandwich and who ‘removed from Newport, R. L, t0
Nova Scotia in 1761, had in the year 1827 no’ less
than three hundred living descendants.  There were
eight children, fifty-eight grand-children, one hindred
and ninety-two great-grandchildren and forty-two
great-great-grandchildren.  And this patriarch him-
self was one of a large number of brothers and
sisters, of whom our author states ten were married
and had children,  There must, therefore, be living

*The author of the Diary from which the following extracts are

taken was Zachariah Chipman, who in 1829 was a Tresident 0‘?
Yarmouth, N. S.
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today in the states and provinces very many thousands.
of persons related to one Of another branch of this
prolific family.
~ Before proceeding to cull from the author’s manu-
script, which contains much that would not interest
the general reader, some features that are of interest,
we may very properly quote his introduction, in
which family pride and religious fervor are associated
with a singular frankness of expression. He says:
«] had for a number of years @ strong desire to
collect and writea brief account of the family, for the
children and posterity, that they might perceive how
wonder{ully from a small stripling, who was driven
with his companions to ceel a refuge in the wilder-
ness from the persecutions to which their religion
~ exposed them in their native country, their family has
been multiplied and increased. The faumily, frommy
great-grandfather, are s.pfead from Nova Seotia, New
Brunswick and Virginia principall},f through the
northern states, those in New Drunswick and Nova
Scotia (of whorn of course the author had pcrsnnzl\l
knowledge) filling respectable stations in life and a
great number of them holding high and responsible
offices under government., But above this a number
of truly pious characters are everywhere to be found
among them. O! what abundant reason have we to
thank and adore the great and all-wise Jehovah, [or
His many blessings and tender mercies to the children
of men, and especially to our family. May each one
who has the curiosity to perusé this little work tender
his humble acknowledgments to his Maker and with -
a thankful heart and regenerated soul pour forth their
tribute of praise at the foot of the throne of heavenly
grace. May they still e blessed as heretofore, still
experience God’s peculiar providences, and may we all
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at last join as one in the holy train of our Redeemer
In singing praises forever and ever.”

It may be observed in passing that if “holding high
and responsible positions under government” was
regarded as one of God’s peculiar providences in 1829, -
the point of view has been has been notably altered
in our time. The man who wants office in these days
is inclined to cultivate the wisdom of the childfen of
this world, rather than trust to the efficacy of even the
most profound piety. ‘

It is no mean ancestry of which our author boasts.
,His grand-grandfather, he tells us, came from England
when young, and married 3 daughter of one of the
pilgrims who landed on Plymouth Rock in 1620. Of
this union ten children were born, The home of the
family was at Barnstable, Cape Cod. One son, our
author’s grandfather, became a man of influence. He
was coroner, a militia officer, and later a representa-
tive in the general assembly. Still later he moved to
Martha’s Vineyard, and thence to Newport, R. ., where
he filled for many vears a high judicial positioi.. We
quote once more ;—

“The latter part of his life he dovoted mainly to his
spiritual concerns. He had three wives and lived
fifteen years a widower, and died Jan, 4th, 1756,
about two months after the great earthquake, aged 86
years, leaving a number of children, of whom eleven
were married and all had children excepting one.
And upwards of sixty grand children. He was
accounted a very strict man as to moral honesty, and
a true Christian.”

‘Of his grandmother, our author remarks that she
had two husbands before she married his grandfather,
and was a member of Doctor Coleman’s church in

Boston.  She was about fifty years of age when she
died. ' ‘

’
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After an allusion to his grandfather on his mother’s
-side, the author writes of his own father, who was a
qustice of the Peace in Rhode Island and became a
judge of probates in Nova Scotia.  His wife also is
spoken of, and her parents. By this wife he had nine
children, and after her death he married again, from
which union were born five children, of whom our
author was one. A diversion 18 made from the direct
. family chronicle to speak of one of his aunts, who

died of consumption at the age of 31 years, and of
whom it is written: ¢ She was sober from her youth
“up, and gave clear evidence on her death bed that she
had a saving interest in Christ.””  Reference is also
made to other aunts and uncles, and due notice taken
of any public positions held by the latter. One was
a member of the house of assembly. Another often
performed the marriage ceremony. A third was a
deacon of the Baptist church. And here the author
turns aside to observe that one of his great-grand-
father’s sons settled in Vermont. One of his, (the
author’s) nephews met in Washington a descendant
of that man, a member of congress, who informed
him that another descendant was a judge in Vermont,
and the family generally of bigh standing in the state.
Still another descendant was a naval lieutenant and
met his death- in one of the battles on the lakes in
the war of 1812. In Massachusets one of our author’s
relatives of the same name was a worthy parson at
Beverly, another a respectable old sea captéin at
Salem, and another became governor of the state.
Another. rose to the highest judicial position in the
province nf New Brunswick. These and similar facts
gleaned from the annals of several generations

prompt our author to this pious reflection :—
“In presenting this account of our family it strikes
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me¢ most forcibly how wonderfully prosperity has
generally visited the family thus far. Go where you
may among the family in America, and you will find
them filling respectable stations in life, and many
bright characters among them. May our hearts Amelt
in grateful acknowledgment to our God, and may we
walk humbly before Him."

Attention is next directed to the numerous lists Qf
the author’s brothers and sisters.  Of one sister it 1s
written: —“She for some time previous to her death
manifested a strong presentiment that her death was
near, exhorting all about her to live soberly and put
on the armor of Christ.”  Two sisters died and were ‘
buried in Providence, R. I.  One brother becgmea
menber of the Nova Scotia house of assembly, and
was the lather of seventeen childvren.  OFf these one
son becane high sherilf, who held the olfice ¢ with
much honorand henelit to the country;” and; “his
urhanity and benevolence created him [riends where-
ever e is known.”  One of the sherill’s sisters married
ans Antdc, adeputy sherill, who was “a man of
talent and infornation.” Auother sister married a
collector of customs and became the mother of a large
family, of whom one son became in time his father’s
successor in office, another a lawyer and a'clerk of the
house of assembly, a third a midshipman in the
British navy, a fourth a shipmaster and a fifth a
merchant, and there were others whose positions are
not stated.  Another sister of the sheriff “died un-
married with a grievous cancer in her breast.” A
brother became a member of the house of assembly
and later a sheriff and judge.

Coming back to his own sisters and brothers, after
this reference to the descendants of sgme of them, our
author notes that one sister married a farmer and

~
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merchant and died “of smallpox in 1778, in comfort-
able assurance and hope of happiness.” A brother
became a very eminent minister of the gospel, “and
from his youth to old age has walked in the fear of
the Lord and comfort of the Holy Ghost.”

Here our author inserts an interesting anecdote of
this clegyman’s father-in-law. The latter was form-
erly a resident of Boston, at which place “ on entering
an inn he beheld a lad by the name of Brook Watson
in a very forlorn situation. The landlady informed
him he was of the crew of an English ship, who were
one day swimming in & harbor and he was pursued by
a shark, which overtook him at the moment he reached
the boat, and severed from his body one of his legs.
The captain left him with a sum of money to her care
which was now expended. H—'s benevolent heart
V could not forbear. He took him home, educated and

brought him up, and he afterwards rose to be Lord
Mayor of London, when he sent for his benefactor’s
grandson, ( my brother’s son ) promising to da some-
thing handsome for him. But his pious father
forséeing the evils attending 2 youth in going to
London, declined the offer. But after his benefactor’s
death the Lord Mavor of London made this only
grandson a present of a farm to the value of £450.”

Our author’s brother, the clergyman, was still living
in 1829 “a spared monument of grace, being 73 years
of age; still labors in the gospel of God's dear Son,
and is repining for 2 glorious change.” He was

"three times married and ten children survived him.
Another brother was for many years & member of
the Nova Scotia legislature, and left many descendants,
of whom several rose to positions of honor.  Of one
- grandchild of this man it was written that he was “a

child of uncommon abilities, but Providence saw fit



28  THE NEW BRUNSWICK MAGAZINE.

to remove him from their embraces before he was.
three years of age, by falling into a scalding pot of
liquor.  The parents’ hearts were rent, but grace
produced a healing balm.” ‘ :

As he proceeds the author takes up in turn eagh one
of his father’s sons and daﬁghters, tells of their chlldre_nA
and grandchildren, giving names and dates and their
station in life.  As practically all who married vaflje
blessed with many children, the mere enumeration
takes up considerable space. When his own turn
comes the author sets himself down as a farmer and
extensive tanner, a captain in the militia, deacon and
clerk of a numerous Baptist church, a commissioner
of sewers and a commissioner to expend governrnfﬁﬂt
x‘noney on roads. He had six children, all marr{ed '
and with children of their own at the date on which
hn wrote concerning them,

Dealing next with the family of a younger brother,
the author is moved by the memory of the death of
two of this brother’s children to observe: * But A.h‘!
Death blasts the finest form, the tender, promising
bud, as well as the decaying tree, and leaves the fond
parents to mourn.  These children were comely anf}. '
engaging, and were regretted by all who knew them.

. The death of another of consumption suggests the
solemn comment :—

\

“Man is a transient flower
That in the blooming djes.”

‘A grandson of ope brother of the author became a,
deputy commissary general in Africa, and another a
physician in Antigua, West Indies, o

Here the original chronicle ends with a summary
statement of the three hundred ‘descendants of 't_he
- author’s father who were then living in Nova Scotia.

But he returned to the work at a later peroid, and - .
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?began a brief continuation of the record by noting
four additional offices to which he had himself been

_elected, in conn

, good deacon of the church.

~ cometh, and again this passeth away,

' and in leaving this little

" many of my foregoing frien

ection with educational and religions
affairs. ¢ May the Lord guide us 1” be piously
t_ijaculates, «in all our ways, in all our out-goings and
incomings.” '

Then follows a list-of the names of nearly fifty
members of the family, of different generations, with
a detailed statement of the public office or offices held
by each. There were a governor and eight legislators,
over twenty militia officers, four chief justices, numer-
ous inferior judges and justices of the peace, a number
of clergymen, deacons, sheriffs or deputy sheriffs,
registrars, commissioners, collectors of customs, and
so on. “These,” he says, “area few of the offices
possessed by the family. There are besides the above
many offices of minor importance filled by members of
the family.” It was with a pardonable egotism that
the venerable compiler devoted a larger space to the
enumeration of the offices held by himself than those
held by any other member of the family. ° In conclu-
sion of this second portion of his work the historian,
as at the beginning of the story, makes, way for the

d of exhortation and advice
foregoing Pages. You
births and deaths. You
tinuing city or place
y and another
[ am now gray

headed and fast ripening for the chamber of death,
book behind me let me

entreat you to seek a record in the Lamb’s Book of

Life.. It transports me to think that I shall meet
ds in the realms of eternal

“Let me now give a wor
to those who have read the
have been reading 4 record of
observe that man has here no con
of abode. One generation passeth awa
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glory, a blessed, glorious, happy thought. Seek, my

dearf riend—seek and you shall find that the sojourner

n this vale of tears who 'directs his discourse and:

- affections heavenward will be most happy here as well
as hereafter,”

Here the record proper is brought to a close, but 2
still later minute attached to it commemorates the
death of three persons, one of whom, we are informed
“departed this life November,, 1831, with the liver
«complaint, in full hope of a joyful resurrection.”

Ifa chronicler of the present should attempt to

build on the foundation laid by this pious old man, -

the task of continuing the family record would prove
- colossal. * He would have tobegin with the fifty-eight
grandchildren, one hundred and ninety-two great
-grandchildren and  forty-two great-great-grand-
<hildren who were living in Nova Scotia in 1829
€numerate their descendants through the generations
since, in an ever. increasing number of offshoots from
the parent stock.  The province of New Brunswick
would afford another field for research, into which this
author scarcely entered at all; and there would yet re-

main the New England branches of the family, scat-

tered through many states and doubtless yet more
numerous than in the provinces. The world has

changed since 182g ‘in ways undreamed of then.’

‘The man who would seek to trde out the descend-
ants of him who married the daughter of the
Pilgrim of 1620, must needs go far afield. The
blood of their forefathers has moved them as it
moved the Pilgrims, though from different causes,

to seeck home, or fortune, or adventure jn many 2

place, now papulous, that even in the days of our

author were portions of the wilderness; or, if the -/

centre of ancient civilization, were too remote for

-

i
¥
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<xploitation by mien busy with the concerns of a
comparatively new country, and without the means of
transportation and communication which have since
made, as some one has said, the nations neighbours

and the world a whispering gallery.

IMPERIAL PREFERENCE.

By James Hannay, D. C. L.

I have been asked by the Editor of Tue NEw
Bruxswick Macazing to furnish him with my views,
based on my recent visit to England in regard to the
attitude of the people of the United Kingdom to the
qQuestion of preferential trade with Canada. I do not
know that my experience has been sufficient to
Wwarrant me coming to a definite conclusion on this
subject, for while in England I did not meet with any
of the officials or governing classes, not even a member
of Parliament. But I did see and converse with a
number of what they call in England middle class
people, who I presume would have something to say
in regard to any tariff changes, and I must confess
that I did not find among them any desire to impose
duties on human food for the benefit of Canada. Nor
have the results of the bye elections that have been
held since Mr. Chamiberlain’s policy was announced,
tended to show that theré'is any iminediate prospect
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‘of the British people changing their tariff policy an_d
reyerting to any steps of protection. Indeed there is
a very general opinion that if the present government
should appeal to the people, making protection a part’
of their policy, they would be defeated and the'
Liberals returned to power.  Such a result would of
course postpone indefinitely preferential trade and }
make it necessary to invent some new policy looking b
towards imperialism, if Empire building isreally the '
wish of the majority of the British people. ;'
A Canadian who goes to England for the first time,
or after a long absence, is apt to be considerably
disappointed at the attitude of the average English-
man towards the colonies. We look upon Great T
‘Britain as our Mother Country, and hold for her and
her flag a strong sentiment of affection, but we may not -
always find the same feeling towards us'on the other
side. The average Englishman knows little or’
nothing about Canada, and I was almost about to
add, cares'less; but that may be putting the case too
strongly., But what can ‘we expect from a people the
majority of whom hardly know that Canada is under
the British flag. It is humiliating to have to explain
continually to people in England, who appear to: be
intelligent and well educated, that Canada isnot 2
~ part of the United States and has no interest in the
presidential election. Yet this I had to do many
times, and the effect on me, at least, was not pleasing.
‘I have always been a warm, advocate of the contin-
uance of our connection with the British Empire, yet
if the British people are indifferent to us, how car
that connection be preserved ? ‘
Of course the problem that is involved in this state- .
ment is not immediately pressing, There is no doubt .
that we could go on for many years to come just as w8 - %

-
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have been doing for many years past. An occasionatl
war, to which Canada would send a contingent, might
keepalive, and even ‘strengthen the feelings which
bind us to the Mother Country. But I think that few
Canadians will be content with such a condition of
_The time has come when we must

affairs as this.
ook forward to than our

have something better to !
present status as colonists, without any voice in the

government of the Empire of which we form a part,
‘and whose . fortunes we must share. ~We cannot
‘always wear the badge of inferiority which attaches
to the name of Colonist in England, and which always
will attach to it so long at existing conditions

continue,

Although England has been
nation of the world her trea
. until within a comparatively recent period, has never
been marked by wisdom. The people who went out

to found her colonies, with few exceptions, were men

who were seeking to improve their conditions, and

most of them were poor. The aristocratic class who
governed England thought nothing of them; they
were so much despised that convicts were sent out to
settle in the colonies, and to be a mere colonist was to
be something much inferior to an Englishman who
remained at home. This was an exact reversal of

“the facts of the case, for the colonists who went abroad

were certain to be more enterprising and more vigor-

ous than.the majority of his countrymen who remained
. in England. - Yet this early idea that a colonist was
- an'inferior being exists to this day and is one of the
Teasons why the English péople take so little interest
m us.

. The war of the Americ
- unfortunate event in the history ©

the the great colonizing
tment of her colonists,

an Revolution, the most
f the British race,
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was the direct result of this feeling towards colonists.
Englishmen forget that their kindred beyond the seas
were endowed with the same feelings as themselves
and would resent the imposition of taxes by the
British Parliament. They therefore gave their support
to’that dull witted tyrant George. HI, in his measures
of taxation, and sustained an eight year's war, which
proved ruinous to the nation and converted the thirteen
colonies into a hostile confederation, which was ready
to take any steps to injure or destroy the nation from
which they sprung.  Yet notwithstanding the lesson
thus conveyed the same policy of taxation without
representation continued to be applied to the remain-
ing British colonies of North America, and the British
custom house establishment existed in this province
until the year 1848. For almost as long a period the
revenues arising from the Crown Lands of the
Province were appropriated by the British government
without any reference to the wishes of the Legislature,
and the whole system of government was based on the
idea that colonists were incapable of legislating -
wisely, or looking after their own interests. 1That this
idea has not altogether died 'out may be seen by
reference to some of the despatches from the Colonial
Office, which.abound in advice in regard to matters of
which the colonists are certainly the best judges.
There is but one way in which the ties between
Canada and Great Britain can be strengthened and
that is by the people of Great Britain learning to
know us better. © Why should not the children in the
English schools be taught the value of Canada and
the other great British colonies. There was a time
when it seemed to be the deliberate policy of the
British government to keep the common peopls in
ignorance, but those evil days are past and now every

/
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English child can obtain an education. . Surely, then,
those who control and endow the schools should aid
in-the work of Empire building to the extent of having
the children taught such things as it is essential they
should know in regard to the various countries which
form the grand British Empire. As for the people
who are beyond the school age their knowledge of the
colonies will have to be obtained in a different fashion.
The English newspapers at present publish hardly
anything about Canada. The smallest and poorest
European nation fills a much larger space in their
columns than this great dependency, the largest,
wealthiest and greatest colony that any nation ever
possessed. Scotland fills ten times as large a space in
the British mind as Canada, yet Canada has one
million more inhabitants, has one hundred times the
area and ten times the resources of the Northern
Kingdom.

Until Mr. Chamberlain became Colonial Secretary
no British statesman seems to have appreciated the
worth of the colonies. The story of the efforts of the
British North American colonists to obtain assistance
from the Intercolonial Railway is one that no
Canadian can read without feelings of indignation.
In 1862 Messrs, Howe, Tilley and Rose representing
the three provinces, asked for a guarantee of £60,000
a year from Great Britain to effect this great Imperial
object. It was refused, although the troubles arising
out of the Trent affair must have convinced every
person, who was not wilfully blind, that without an
Intercolonial Railway Canada could not be defended

against the United States. Yet Great Britain while
test” colony had just

unwilling thus to aid her grea
Crimea which no
which and- cost more

one now pretends to justify,
that have since been

money than all the railways
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built in Canada. If all the money that England has
thrown around in unnecessary wars and in subsidizing
foreign nations which have since become her enemies: °
had been expended in the devel