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DOUBLE TALIPES—EQUINO-VARTUS.

BY J. LIZARS LtZARS, SURGEON, TORONTO.

Strangers from the other side, and people from
the country, often remark on visiting Toronto,
“Why, what a number of cripples you have in
this city!” No doubt it is a fact ; but let us seck

for this superabundance of unfortunates in our
midst. First, those who by freak of nature are
“deformed, unfinished, sent before their time into
this breathing world, scarce’ half made up,” and
those who by accident, by flood, or field have be.

life, naturally resort to the cities where they may

other of the professions—especially the Church
and the Bar, (for a medical man must have full use
of his hands at lcast,) or in some of the lighter
forms of labor, they may gain an honest, honorable
livelihood, and perhaps achieve greatness, as
through the goodnéss, of an all-wise Providence a
system of compensation is always at work, and
those who lose one power are pretty sure of having
others developed to a degree far surpassing what
is usual,

Another reason for this concentration of cripples
is, that they are brought to the cities to get that
relief from their maladies which cannot be so easily
furnished in the country,—uist, because in the
country there are no hospitals or instrument
makers ; and 2nd, the practitioner cannot give
time to make frequent visits at long distances, to
watch and guide the case, without which constant
supervision all operative interference in cases of
club-foot is worse than useless, for it inflicts pain

and discomfort on the patient, raises the hopes of

parents and friends, and ends in sad disappoint-
ment to them, and in casting a slur on the surgical.
art. The reason of this failure is frequently due to
the parents or guardians of the patient. The
medical man is generally anxious for the welfare of
his client, and chary of his own reputation ; but
no matter how careful he may be in iterating and
re-iterating his directions, the parents too often
think that when “the operation” is performed,
all is done, and nothing more required.

To obviate this annoyance, I have adopted the
following plan, and have generally found it succeed.
Instead of charging for the operation and leaving
further charges for after advice or secondary opera-
tive proceedings, to be made as the occasion
arises, I make a full charge to cover operation and
after treatment. In this manner the patient,
parent or guardian has a monetary reason for
paying attention to the after treatment, and is not
deterred by the fear of incurring fresh expenses.

With these prefatory remarks, I shall proceed
to give an account of the following case. Miss
G. suffered from congenital talipes of the most
common kind, viz., equino-varus, both feet being
similarly affected. The deformity was discovered
early, and when yet an infant she was operated
upon twice, but the after treatment being neglected,
no good resulted, and the parents seem to have
concluded nothing more could be done for her, as
they allowed her to grow to the age of sixteen
without seeking further relief. Her own will now
came into play; and tired of hobbling about on
crutches, she consulted her medical attendant, Dr.
Reid, of Bowmanville, who kindly directed her to
consult me, which she did in the month of June,
1871. Having carefully examined her case, and
got casts taken of both feet, I charged her a fee,
and informed her she would have to be under my
care, and obey my directions, for three years,—a
long period it may seem to those unacquainted
with the subject,—but when her age, the great
distorsion, the consolidation of the bones, &c.,
are taken into consideration, I could not expect
satisfaction sooner. The sequel shows I was right.

At this time both feet were turned inwards, the
soles of each looking backwards whilst she walked,
or hobbled, with the aid of crutches, on large
callosities situated below and in front of the external
malleoli and over thé dorsum of the cuboid bones.
The heels were drawn up—each tendo aclillis was
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on the stretch—the plantar fasciee and short
muscles of the feet contracted so that the plantar
arches were greatly increased; the feet were
narrowed from side to side, and their length
diminished.

On measuring these casts, I find the length of
the right foot, from the point of the heel to the
end of the great toe, to be 6 inches, and the width
of the sole at the ball of the great toe, 214 inches.

The same measurements of the left foot are 63{
by 274 inches, and the girth round each foot, imme-
diately above the ball, is 714 inches.

All arrangements having been made with Mr.
Authors, the mechanician, for the manufacture of
boots and instruments, I waited on my patient at
her home in Bowmanville, when Dr. Reid, having
kindly administered chloroform, assisted by Dr.
Allison, I divided the achilles tendons, plantar
fascizz and muscles, stretched the feet as muchas
I could, and put them up in paste bandages, and
directed her to bear as much weight on them from
time to time as she could stand.

The boots having been obtained and applied, I
got fresh casts taken at the end of six months, with
the following gratifying results. The measurements
being the same as before, gives for the

Right foot, 635, 334, and 814 circumference.

Left " 6%, 3%, and 8% 1

Thus we see we have gained length and breadth ;
and in addition we find that the callosities are fast
disappearing, and when the patient sits and
slightly extends the knees, she can place the soles
of her feet flat on the floor.

A few months after this, finding the structures
still rather tense, I divided everything I thought
could impede the recovery of our patient,—Dr.
Reid again kindly administering chloroform,—and
having ordered new boots and stronger steel sup-
ports, we persevered until the end of the second
year, when I again got Casci, the Italian, of Queen
street east, to take casts of the feet, and repeating
the former measurements, I got the following
results :

Right foot, 634, 324, 9.
Left v 7%, 3%, 9

Furthermore, I have to remark that Miss G. can
now walk across the floor without either crutch or
stick, and can go up and down stairs with con-
siderable edase. When she stands erect the right
foot comes flat to the floor, but the left heel is still

clevated about 3 of an inch, and both feet turn a
little inwards.

The elevation of the left heel is not due to any
undue contraction of the sural muscles, but to the
still remaining unnatural shape of the astragalus,
which I expect will be absorbed by pressure so as
to allow the foot to come to a right angle with the
bones of the leg; and having again had the steel
apparatus strengthencd, I do not in the least
despair of getting the toes turned out enough for
all useful purposes.

I have deemed this case, Mr. Editor, worthy of
record, as showing what may be accomplished by
well directed, determined and sustained effort on
the part of the surgeon, especially when aided by
an intelligent patient, who is anxious for a success-
fu ssue. Most surgeons, taking her age Into
account, and the solid state of the bones, would
have declined her case ; but when I remembered
that an aneurism by pressure will absorb the stern-
um, I thought that well directed pressure might
change the shape of her tarsus, and so it has.

Some surgeons have advised, and successfully
practised, division of the ligamentum I ngum plan-
tee and calcaneo-scaphoid ligaments in these cases.
I admit I was afraid to take so bold a step as that,
or division of the anterior part of the internal lat-
eral of the ankle joint, although I believe one or
other, or both of these incisions, would have assis-
ted materially in shortening the time required to
produce the good result I have obtained.

From what little experience I have had in private
practice within the last few years, it seems to me
that club-foot is very common in Ontario ; what
the hospitals may show I do mot know. In one
year I had 13 feet under observation ; and during
the last four years I have met with sceveral cases of
double Equino-varus, one Equino-valgus, one
Equinus with deficiency of part of the foot, one
Calcaneus, and one more curious than all, viz.,
Equino-varus of one foot and Equino-valgus of the
other, complicated by total absence of both patell,
congenital.

In consulting Adams on club-foot, (Jacksonian
Prize) page 89, we find that out of 999 non-congen-
ital cases, only 5 gave varus of the one and valgus
of the other; and in 764 congenital cases, there were
15, (page 201 op. cit.) so that there were only 20
cases of this difference in the deformity as between
the two feet out of a total of 1763 cases; and at
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page 204, in describing the complications of varus,
he gives one case where the patelle could not be
felt distinctly, although the author thought he could
detect it.

TREATMENT OT ULCERS BY ELEC-
TRICITY.

BY ALEXANDER MURRAY, M.D., L.R.C.5. EDIN., ETC.
NEW YORK.

Having alluded incidentally to the local treat-
ment of ulcers by electricity,* it may not be out o2
place to say a few words generally in regard to the
mode in which it should be employed.

Befure we begin the treatment, it is well to ~lcanse
the ulcerated surface thoroughly with warm water
and soap, and dry with a piect of old linen or soft
sponge. We should then apply a disk of platinum,
silver, or zinc connected with the positive pole of
the battery, directly to the base and sides of the
ulcer, closing the circuit by an electrode previously
covered with clean linen and well moistened with
warm water. The electrode should be applied to
“the edges and around the ulcer for five or six min-
utes. After this, we should use for a minute or two
longer both poles labile around we sore, to the
extent of an inch or more, in order to modify mal-
nutrition and stimulate the enfeebled capillary cir-
culation, as well as to electrolyze the callous and
infiltrated tissues surrounding the ulcer, and to
promote absorption of the exudations.

Should a case of noma pudendi, cancroid, slough-
ing ulcer, etc., present itself, I use occasionally as
an auxiliary with electricity, a saturated solution of
chlorate of potassium, dilute nitric, sulphuric, or
hydrochloric acid. I prefer, however, to use the
dilute mineral acids. on account of their astringent
and chemical properties. I cover the bottom of
tize ulcer with a little lint, cotton-wool, or granulated
sponge, and then wet the sponge with whatever
agent the nature of the case may require, and apply
the metal disk directly to the saturated material,
and while I keep one electrode stationary for a few
moments in the ulcer, I work the second conductor
slowly around the diseased part. I maintain this
mode of treatment daily for a few applications, or
until the recuperative process is manifest in the
uicer.

* Part of a paper on the Construction, Use, Mode of
Application, ctc., of the Galvanic Nipple-Shield.

%

It is unnecessary for me to give herc. a detalll.d
account of the electro-chemical changes which take
place at each pole when applied to ulcers, espe-
cially when using the various remedial agents men-
tioned. It will be sufficient for my purpose to
remark, that if I wish to use a powerful diffusive

' . .
agent in a nascent state, such as the chloride of

zing, chlorine, oxygen, etc,, I have the immediate
means at command.

By this method of treatment, aud in some special
cases also, the advantages of both electricity and
topical medication are combined, and are in
direct application to the diseased part, and thus
we are furnished with reasons to expect more de-
cided and beneficial results than could be hoped
for by a single remedy.

I avoid generally, after local galvanization, all
greasy applications to ulcers, and employ as a dres-
sing a little Iint, dry or wet with the solution of
chlorinated soda, pure or diluted with water. Oc-
casionally, if the ulcer is small and well filled with
good, even, healthy granulations, I allow nature to
take her course in forming a sound cicatrix. This
is done by evposing the ulcer to the oxidizing in-
fluence of the air for a short time.

When treating ulcers by the electrolytical method
speedy and Dbetter results can be obtained by apply-
ing the galvanic current as strong as can he com-
fortably borne, keeping the poles close to each
other for five or six minutes in and around the
ulcerated part, and by having a séauce once or twice
a day until there is a decided manifestation of a
healing process visible, when every third or fourth
day will be sufficient for a sitting.

Should an exuberant growth of granulations
spring up in the ulcer, an electrode of silver or
platinum connected with the negative pole should
be applied directly to the spongy mass, and the
circuit closed on the adjacent parts, and then a
strong battery current should be employed, but not
too powerful to cause pain, until the granulations
present a smooth, shrunken, and seared appearance,
as if they had been slightly cauterized with a hot
iron.  After this effect is produced the poles should
be reversed, and the séance finished with the pos-
itive pole in the ulcer for two or three minutes
longer.

I have noticed when treating ulcers, particularly
open buboes, with the negative pole by means of
a metallic conductor in the sore, that the effect of



nﬂm‘?g:m.mmm&wm [y i

Yoy

16 THE CANADA LANCET.

—

the action of the pole is somewhat similar to that
produced by the local use of the peroxide of
hydrogen.

Liistule in ano, when free from any complication,
can be successfully treated by introducing an elec-
trode of platinum (a silver probe will answer) into
the fistulous canal, and into the rectum a scoop of !
wood or hard rubber. The circuit should be closed |
by the application of a well-moistened chamois-
covered disk on the neighbouring parts, and moved
slowly around and over the fistulous canal, in a |
labile manner. The object of using the scoop |
when the fistula is complete, is to allow the free
end of the metal electrode, when inserted in the
sinus, to rest against it. By this means we can
avoid causing unnecessarysirritation of pain in the
rectum during the application. The rectal scoop
is not required when the fistula is incomplete, with
the opening external. The advantages of this sim-
ple and bloodless method of operating are, that it
does not need any preparatory treatment, or cause
hemorrhage, inflammation, nor absence from bus-
iness. The fistula neither requires- dressing, nor
is constipation of the bowels necessary after the
operation. One application of galvanism is gen-
erally sufficient to close the abnormal canal in a
few days.

The séznce should not be longer than from eight
to ten minutes, when insensibility is rendered by
ether, etc. A strong battery current should be ap-
plied, using the negative pole in the sinus for five
or six minutes, and then the poles should be re-
versed, and the positive employed in the fistula
during the remainder of the sitting ; or we may use
anapplication as strong as can be comfortably borne
for twenty minutes’ duration without the aid of an
anxsthetic.

Plated electrodes should not be used on moist
or ulcerated surfaces when attached to the positive
pole, unless we specially wish to form an oxide of
the metal employed. With a negative connection,
however, there is no objection whatever to their
use. ’

As a rule, I would recommend generally the use
of platinum or gold, and especially when we desire
ozonization. When the positive pole is formed of
any cxidizing metal,’ ozone is not formed, and the
electrode is quickly oxidized.

Dr. Althaus has ascertained, when experimenting
on the different animal tissues and fluids by elec-

trolysis, that oxygen, acids, and albumen are accu-
mulated at the positive pole, and hydrogen and
alkalies at the negative pole. These agents give
the key for further scientific research.

Osone is supposed to be an intensified or an allo-
tropic modification of oxygen, and is one of the mos
powerful oxidizing agents we possess ; it has a pe-
culiar odor, which somewhat resembles weak chlor-
ine. Anfosoneis also an active condition of oxygen ;
it unites with water, and is strongly oxidizing in its
aetion.  Oaygen is a colorless, odorless, and taste -
less gas.  Chlorine is a yellowish-green gas of a
peculiar suffocating odor.

When treating a large indolent ulcer, situated on
the lower extremity, by galvanism, with the positive
pole in the sore, I could easily detect the odor of
ozone as evolved.

This fact induced me to submit to galvanization
a piece of lean raw beef, with both poles placed
about half an inch from each other. I employed
plates of platinum, as this metal forms the best
electrode for electrolytic purposes.

At the anode ( positive pole) the ozone odor emitted
was manifest in a marked degree to the sense of smell,
while at the cathode a fleslty odor only was perceptible.

1 did not wish to trust altogether to the sense of
smell ; but was anxious to ascertain its presence
beyond a doubt by chemical reagents. The follow-
ing are the methods I employed when experimen-
ring for ozone. I seclected a portion of perfectly
fresh beef, free from fat, for each test. Meat that
has been kept on ice, or with the least tainted odor,
should not be used ; for though we may succeed
with every reagent employed to-day, we could not
perhaps with the same ‘meat obtain a satisfactory
result on the following day.

I submitted a portion of healthy placenta to gal-
vanization. In a few moments the odor of ozone
was perceptible in every part of my office, and at
the same time I noticed that there was also a large
quantity of hydrogen evolved at the negative pole,
with occasional mimic explosions beneath the disk,
scattering a bloody froth in all directions. The
free elimination of both hydrogen and ozone in
this instance was to me remarkable, and was in
quantity about five or six times as much as I could
obtain from a piece of beef of the same size.

The large quantity of oxygen contained in the
placenta is evidently intended for- the special pur-
pose of further oxygenation of the maternal blood
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while passing through the placenta to the infant. ' MeTHOD IV.—T placed a piece of beef on the
When ozone is, specially prepared, and in its { bottom of a small glass jar, and over it the metal
purity, we meet with no difiiculties when testing. ‘dxsl\s, and securely covering the vessel, allowed
But with the methods I_have adopted a few ex- only the wires of the conductors to be exposed out-
traneous agents are developed at the same time 'side, to form the connections with the battery.
with ozone by the electrolytic action of the posmve "The test-papers were suspended from the inside of
pole. These substances would necessarily mterfert. 'the cover, directly over the electrodes. This me-
more or less with the character of the tests emplo;- thod gave very unsatisfactory results.
ed ; while the small quantity of ozone sometlmes ¢ Necessity is the mother of invention.” I may
ev olved would not be sufficient to characterize not have employed the most scientific method «f
satisfactorily a few of the tests; as, for instance, ascertaining the presence of this odoriferous agent ;
with indigo, a very weak solution should be' however, such as it is, T am convinced of one fact,
employed. that I have discovered that ozone is evolved by the
The instrument Y used when experimenting was electrolytic action of the positive pole when applied
a zinc carbon battery of thity-two cells, manufac-! directly to ulcers. I feel assured in saying of this
tured by the Galvano-TFaradic Company. ’dxscovery that it will have a very important and
MEeTHOD I.—After electrolyzation of the beef, 2 practical bearing, and aid us also to arrive ata more
and the removal of the metal conductors, I laid a definite and scientific basis, as to which pole we
piece of white bibulous paper, previously impreg ! should employ directly in the treatment of diseases
nated with a solution of iodide of potassium, and | by clectrolysis. I find no reference whatever re-
then pressed the paper gently with porcelain but_| garding its use or mode of application in any work
tons against the electrolyzed portions of the meat, on electro-therapeutics which I have consulted. I
for a few moments, when a brown stain was pro.|am aware that ozone is derived by the action of
duced on the paper, oxidizing the potassium and . the ordinary electrical machine, and evolved when
setting the iodine free. By this method of testin"! we strike together the metal conductors of a gal-
I found a few agents satisfactory, while others gave | vanic battery in operation, by chemical action, etc.
only a faint indication of ozone. | Galvanism, when employed in the treatment of
MEeToD II.—Upona glass plate I placed a piece i ulcers, possesses many important and decided ad-
of bibulous paper saturated with a reagent, and vantages which are wanting in the usual local
over the paper 2 thin slice or shaving of raw beef, . remedies daily in use. It is easily applied, and by
lastly the platinum plates. I then employed a | no means a painful remedy. Its action is various,
strong galvanic current for a few minutes. I ex-| thatistosay, itiselectrolytic, catalytic, and thermal.
pected by this method that as soon as the ozone l . The elements evolved by the decomposing power of
was evolved, and from its diffusive character, a | /e positive pole, especially when the conductor is for-
sufficient portion would at least penetrate the meat, | med of an wnoxidisable metal, and applied directly to
and come 1n contact with the prepared test-paper. | e wlcer, possess the following properiies : stimulant,

Most of the tests employed by this mode of ex.
perimenting gave satisfactory results.
MEeTHOD III.—On a piece of raw beef I applied | as

| antiscptic, disinfectant, de-odorising, oxidizing, besides

possessing the power of coagulating blood and albumen,
as well as  promoting absorption of the abrormal

a strip of thick white blotting-paper (about one-third | secretions.

the width of the conductor), and over it the metal
disks. I had my tests, etc., at hand, and as soon
as the ozone odor was developed I removed the
conductors and immediately brushed the surface of
the paper, which had been allowed to remain on
the meat, with a test solution. By this procceding
the blotting-paper was impregnated with ozone suf-
ficient to characterize satisfactarily whatever test I
chose to employ.

In treating ulcers I have also applied the above
method of testing.

It matters little in the surgical treatment of ulcer-
what the nature of the agent or agents may be
their action when developed by -electrolysis, or
whether its beneficial effects are due more to the
primary or secondary chemical results which occur
in the ulcer during the application ; it is sufficient
for our purpose when we have the practical fact,
that ulcers heal rapidly after its application, gen_
erally in about one-sixth the time ordinarily con.
sumed by the usual methods of treatment,

The flabby livid-colored granulations which are
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usually found in indolent ulcers, after one or two
applications of galvanism, are soon changed to a
healthy flesh or rose color.

To this method of treatment I would give the
name Galovano-ozonizatior, a term which fully char-
acterizes its nature.

I am sanguine enough to believe that we have
no single remedy or mode of treatment with which
I am acquainted during the thirty years I have been
engaged in practice, which can be compared to the
Salvar-ozonic method when properly applied to
ulcers. The latter usually heal in onc, two, or three
weeks, when by other methods they generally take
as many months or more to accomplish.

This form of application does not interfere with
any other kind of treatment, local or constitutional,
but, on the contrary, allows us to use whatever
means the case may require.

Of the electrolytical treatment of malignant
ulcers I cannot suy as much as regards galvanization
alone. My experience of this class of diseases is
too limited to give a decided opinion.  Of one fact,
however, I am certain, it will have a soothing eflect.
50 as to relieve acute pain, and aid considerably
whatever local or constitutional treatment may be
employed. Butthisis effected through the direct
application of the positive pole. The negative pole
will in some special cases occasionally cause the
ulcerated surface to sloughorspread. Nevertheless,
we may use both poles in the ulcer at the same tiwe,
or the negative first and the positive pole the last.

The thermal cffect of galvanism can be easily
ascertained by submitting a piece of cooked fresh
beef for a few minutes to a tolerably strong galvan-
ic current, and after the removal of the metal con
ductors, the portions of the meat which had been
electrolyzed will be found heated to such a degree
as to be almost impossible to hold in the hand,
even for a few moments. The heat developed on
raw beef is not so manifest, owing to the large
quantity of moisture in the tissues.

Localized faradization, when employed in the
treatment of ulcers, affords very unsatisfactory re-
sults. This is no doubt due to the feeble electro-
lytic action of the induced current.

With the change of temperature and the adop-
tion of urgent sanitary precautions, the cases of
cholera in Rome, Berlin, and other cities on the
Continent have considerably diminished during
the past month.

CHARLATANISM.
BY GEORGE GRENIER, M.D.

Translated from L' Union Medicale du Canada, by Thos. R.
Dupius, M.D., etc., Kingston.

For several ycars past persons throughout the
whole country, and also in our Province of Quebec,
have exerted themselves to a considerable extent
in searching for means to diminish those contagious
diseases, and others, that decimate the population,
and which a stricter attention to the laws of hygiene
might be able to cause in part to disappear. Itis
truly a laudable enterprise, and one which shall al-
ways in the future, as it has in the past, receive our
active co-operation.

But there is a scourge, probably more formidable
than the passing visit of these epidemics which
come to scatter death amongst us, against which
we have not yet the knowledge to oppose an effec-
tual barrier—it is ckarlatanism.

The destructivetide,swollen by popular credulity,
rolls on incessantly, submerging a great number of
dupes, and bearing away in its passage an incal-
culable multitude of victims.

Did physicians consult only their own interests,
they would let it alone, as they are sure to be called,
sooner or later, to remedy the evils produced by
medical impostors.  But being, for this very reason,
in a position to note the numbers of victims which
!'these various kinds of deceivers make in society,
'both duty and humanity demand cf them that they
'should enlighten the public, and wari and admon-
lish them against the dangers to which they so
.thoughtlessly expose themselves.

We shall not here speak of those remedies with
pompous titles, which are paraded on the fourth
!'page of newspapers, and which chem’<al analysis
i demonstrates to be, in most cases, nothing but vile
compounds, liable at best, to render disease incur-
rable, by permitting it to take root in the animal
economy, even when they do not themselves destroy
the health of the individual by their drastic or other
properties. We hardly dare to mention those shame-
ful advertisements (which we blush to see in the col
umns of journals edited and published by French
Canadians who call themselves catholics) which
plainly instruct females in the knowledge of pre-
venting nature from completing her work ; conduct

which we could wish to be able to brand as it de-
serves. We would not exhibit the sorrowful spec-




THI CANADA LANCYT. 79

tacle which is presented to us by American society,
where the number of women who conceal their
faults, by crimes, and of the gwacks who make
themsclves accomplices in homicide, (for happily
for the honor of our profession, there as clsewhere,
the true physicians who allow themselves to be

guilty of this crime are rare,) are so great that the .

original population of New England is daily de-
creasing ; but all who have at heart the health, the
honor of our people, and public morality, know
these facts, or ought to know them, and take means
to prevent the extension among us of so grave a
crime.

There is a host of other forms which quackery
assumes which are none the less prejudicial to so-
ciety, and against which it is necessary to admonish
the public.

Bone-setters, makers of miraculous ointments,
those who make a speciality of uterine diseases,
and even curers of consumption, are plentiful
amongst us, without enumerating those who heal
by supernatural gifts, or because they have had the
signal privilege of being born the sceventh son.

All this class of gentry, in fine, whose impudence
and knavery, are only equalled by their ignorance,
are by various means deceiving a credulous public
which is incapable of judging real worth, or of ap-
preciating true knowledge.

These persons, ignorant of the laws of Zuman
organism, and of the different forms under which
the same malady shows itself, in consequence of
the influences of age, sex, constitution, and other
causes, attack all discases with the same remedy.

Father Ancé, an excommunicated priest, who
recommended his ointment only externally, is dis-
tanced by Merciex, an old pork-dutcher of Maontreal,
who after having made the most profound anatom-
ical studies on the genus “porc,” produced an.
ointment which is as useful internally as externally,
and which he has induced many of his idle dupes
to swallow. Others distinguished by the name of
bone-setters, are called in cases of accidents and
leave a great many of their unfortunate victims
cripples for life ; and still others, pretending to be
endowed with supernatural gifts, and joining inde-
cency to irreligion, venture to insinuate themselves
into families, and even dare to make a mockery of
the prayers of the church ; and, finally, a crowd of
impostors of the same calibre are secking to obtain
public favor by various artifices, all calculated to
dazzle and deceive.

Another class of travelling physicians come into
the country and draw the money out of the poor,
and then pass on to dispense their gifts elsewhere.
To this number belong those individuals who go
travelling about through our cities and country
in splendid equipages, clothed in the habiliments
of indians or harlequins, crying up the virtues of
“Lightning oil,” or “ Good Samaritan remedy,”
and after a stupid discourse addressed to the loafers
around, humming out the refrain,

¢ Dans un moment, dans un instanty
Je fais passer le mal de dent.”

Those who cannot be fascinated by these gaudy
turnouts, and who would blush to place confidence
in these shameless knaves, are in their turn cap-
tured by another, and still more dangerous class of
guacks, who to the impudence of the charlatan, add
the pretensions and manners of men of education-
These latter make their dupes in the higber classes
of society, even among the dignitaries of church
and state.

Who has not witnessed during his career the in-
fatuation begotten in certain classes by this species
of quacks? Who has not seen persons of position,
and otherwise entitled to respect, allow themselves
to become the echo of these renowsed strangers, at
the expense of truth and good sense ?

We have the distinguished honor in Montreal,
of possessing at the present time one of these beings
who speculates on the credulity of the instructed
classes.

Armed with all sorts of needles, and an alcoholic
prescription of cognac brandy, he goes about prick-
ing the skins of his victims to draw out of them
their money and thetr bad blood together.

This eating worm* (if we pull off his scientific
mask) requires a partner to experiment with a
miraculous remedy, which he claims to possess by
inheritance, a remedy which camnot fail to apply
itself to the disease, as it, like the mithridate of for-
mer times, contains forty ingredients.

It is always an object of astonishment to see men
who have received a superior education placing
confidence in strangers, of the mernts of whom they
are incapable of judging. By reflecting on this,
however, it may be, at least, partly explained by
the constitution of man himself, who is endowed
by his Creator with the tesire of self-preservation.

* Worms, is the name of a so-called medico now in Mon-
treal, practising the system of Carl Baunscheidt, called
‘ Baunscheidtism,” which is a species of electro puncture,
Ly whick he (Worms) professes to purify the blood.
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Selfishness, considered in the sense of a man’s ex-, some means of curing, in part at least, the hideous

ercising all his powers for the prolongation of his
existence, is a necessary principle, and one which
obliges him to make continual efforts to obtain this
end. DBut it is precisely the force of this principle
that makes him unreasonable in his actions res-
pecting his health.

Capable of showing great powers of logic on
other subjects, he cannot, in this, distinguish the
true from the false, but allows himself to be misled
by the first that comes up, when he depends upon
his own judgment. It isfrom this that homeeopathy
and other illusory systems of medicine, have gained
their strength, during a length of time, to deceive
a great many well-meaning minds : and it is from
the same principle that physicians themselves De-
come such poor judges of the treatment that is
proper in their own ailments.

Now add to this the promise of an easy and
speedy cure, all of which flatter man’s opinions,
tastes, and desires, whilst the conscientious physi-
cian, in certain cases, can promise only an uncertain
cure, after long and painful privations, and you will
have the secret of the reputation of many empirics.

Itis for this reason that the honest minded phy
sician, who has spent long years in prelimina.y
studies, who has sacrificed the brightest days of his
youth to constant and laborious application, to
render himsclf qualified at last to relieve the
infirmities and suffering of humanity, who has
worked and ruined his health in infected rooms
during many tedious evenings, to acquaint himself
with the mechanism of the functions of the human
body, and the causes that may interfere with their
operations, who after having studied the observa-
tions of the greatest minds from the most remote
period to the present time, has, himself, in thousands
of cases in hospitals, followed the march of diseases
—it is for this reason. we say, that such a one is
oftentimes obliged to contend with thz prestige of
men without instruction, without talents, who do
not know the simplest principles of human organ-
ization, and whose impudence is their only recom-
mendation ; or when knavery serves them in place
of instruction by which to deceive the public, and
deprive him (the honest physician) of the confidence
which they do not, nor ever can, deserve. Is it
then impossible to effectually protect society against
these impostors of various kinds, who speculate on
the failings of humanity ? Does there not exist

-

plague—quackery—which is destroying our pro-
fession? Yes there is, and in our next article we
will show that if we belive in the dignity of our
profession, if we would shake off our apathy, and
unite oursclves as one man to sccure legislation
suflicient to assure society of protection, we would
find an efficacious remedy for this frightful plaguc,
though it were needful to make application of the
Aot iron.

—————————m e —— -

NITRITE OF AMYL IN THE TREATMENT
OF SPASMODIC ASTHMA AND ACUTE
BRONCHITIS.

BY DANIEL H. KITCHEN, M.D., ASSISTANT IPHYSICIAN
OF THE NEW YORK STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM.

[From the A merican Fournal of Insanity, for October, 1873.]

The very name of this drug suggests to the read-
er a remedy of recent origin. Some have used it
with moderate success in the treatment of epilepsy
and kindred nervous diseases. So far as we have
been able to ascertain, it has been cmployed but
little by the profession, in spasmodic troubles, as
we find but one case of asthma reported in which
nitrite of amyl has been used. We well know how
apt one is toout forth a theory, or adance a hobby,
often greatly at variance with truth, after full inves-
tigation. We shall here present, however, only a
few cases, in the hope that at some future day we
may be able to give details of experiments and ex-
perience with this drug.

In speaking of spasmodic asthma, it may be
well to present the main points of the disease. Dr.
Forbes some years since, first recognized and des-
cribed it as a disease per se.  Somc modern writers
doubt the very existence of nervous or spasmodic
asthma ; for instance, Dr. Clutterbuck in an able
and interesting lecture on clivical medicine, says,
in substance, it is desirable to inquire how far the
term spasm is really applicable to affections of the
respiratory organs, or to what extent the res-
piratory muscles are concerned in certain cases
of dyspnocea, for itis to muscular structures only
that spasm can be referred.

The only muscles found in the course of the air
tubes are those of the larynx ; but these have no
share in producing asthma. Muscular contract-
ility could serve no useful purpose, as far as we can
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judge ; but, on the contrary, it could only be exert-
ed to the detriment of the function concerned.

It seers, therefore, unreasonable to infer the ex-
istence of spasm at this part, in order to account
for the asthmatic paroxysm. To an anatomist
it is plain that we may have spasm of the trachea,
because the rings are incomplete, forming only
about two-thirds of the circle. This provision was
intended to allow the trachea to incwrease and di-
minish in size with respiration. Asthmais a ner.
vous disease and subject to variations. The sud-
denness with which the attacksare ushered in is
somewhat remarkable.  The patient may be sitting
quictly,and suddenly be attacked with difficult
respiration and marked wheezing, which may con.
tinue for several hours. Usually the paroxysm
abates after vomiting a copious discharge of sputa ;
on examining the chest during the height of an at-
tack we hear distinct bronchial rales, both dry and
moist : percussion does not reveal any variation
from the normal chest sounds.

The appearance of the patient is very character-
istic when the paroxysm is fully developed. He
is usually pale, the position is fixed, the shoulders
raised, the body bent forward, and the sweat pours
off the face, from the violence of the respiratory
cfforts.

In one of our cases the paroxysm was so in.
tense that the patient had to sit up half the night,
and could not lie down without jroducing stmp-
toms of asphyxia ; at times there was marked livi-
dity of the lips and face, gasping, loud and prolong-
ed wheezing, with congestion of the face and neck.
This condition was frequently repeated.

The age at which patients are usually attacked
with asthma is such that prompt treatment is im-
perative.

In the treatment of this diseasetwo things are to
be considered: First—to relieve the paroxysm.
Second—to prevent its recurrence.

The treatment heretofore has been stramonium ;
by first exhausting the air from the lungs, then rapid-
ly inhaling the smoke. Belladonna, chloroform and
fumes of nitrate of potash have also been used,
each with some degree of success. Dr. Wood has
shown in his valuable experiments on animals that
nitrite of amyl is almost a universal sedative, acting
markedly on the muscular fibre through the motor
nerves.

The physiological effects produced in a few sec-
2

onds after inhaling from five to ten or fiftcen drops
of the nitrite of amyl, are flushing of both checks,
suffusion and redness of the eyes, giddiness, numb
ness and coldness of the hands, sceming loss of
power to articulate, increased heat, pulse rapid and
small, sometimes nearly doubled.

These effects soon disappear and the pulse falls
below its normal condition, the skin which was
moist and covered with perspiration becomes dry,
the capillaries of the eye contract, the dizziness
passing away among the last of the effects. There
can be no doubt but that the inhalation of nitrite of
amyl causes diminished blood pressure. Sensation
or consciousness are not abolished by its use,
therefore it cannot he properly called an anzsthe-
tic, as some writers have asserted, and no drowsi-
ness follows. It would seem that the nitrite of
amyl reduces blood pressure by its action on the
capillaries ; the first symptom we have spoken of|
the flushing of the face, shows plainly enough its
d.;ect action on the capillary system. After the
application of the salt to the web of a frog’s foot
dilatation of the capillaries is perceptible for a few
seconds and contraction immediately follows.

In asthma the benefit derived from nitrite of
amyl is due to its paralyzing power over the capil-
lary vessels of the trachea, larynx, &c.

In acute bronchitis we bave almost invariably a
congestion of the fauces, and the whole respiratory
tract, which produces irritation and causes cough-
ing, and nothing can be more annoying both to the
patient and his friends. Now if nitrite of amyl
acts on the capillary system as described, then its
use in this affection must prove advantageous.

In cutting short attacks of spasmodic asthma,
and in the treatment of acute bronchitis, we have
found nitrite of amyl more efficacious than any of
the ordinary medicines heretofore used.

As nitrite of amyl is exceedingly volatile and
care is required in its use,it is best applied by
dropping it into a small cup sponge, and applying
immediately to the nose, the mouth being kept
shut.

Our first experiments with less than five drops,
were utterly nugatory, being insufficient to make
the necessary physiological impression.

We now give a few cases illustrating its effect :

Case I. Woman, aged %fty, widow. Patient
usually had good general health. Has had spas-
modic asthma for ten years. The paroxysms usu-
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ally came on in the forenoon and lasted about two
hours ; during all this time respiration was very
labored, face and lips purple. She had used the
various remedies recommended for asthma, with
little or no good. A pill of extract of stramonium
and belladonna seemed to afford slight temporary
relief. During one of the paroxysms we gave her
six drops of the nitrite of amyl, by inhalation, with
marked beneficial results. This paroxysm lasted
only halfan hour. She had a paroxysm later in

the same day, in which we prescribed ten drops

JIC BN P B S S

latter part of September had an attack of acute
bronchitis, with severe paroxysms of coughing and
sneezing. During each of these attacks, the
dyspneea was well marked ; the face, lips and eyes
were intensely congested ; ordinary expectorants
were prescribed for the bronchitis, and inhalation
of ten drops of the nitrite of amyl for the cough.
This proved effectual and cut short the cough and

afforded much relief to the patient.
Case IV. Woman, aged twenty-five, single. In

inhaled from a sponge ; the full physiological effects
were almost immediately observed, and spcedy re-
lief followed ; the paroxysm lasted less than ten
minutes from the time the nitrite of amyl was ad-
ministered.

Case I1I.  Woman, aged forty, married. Patient
is nervous and hysterical ; usually enjoyed fair
general health, with the exception of suffering more
or less from some dyspncea and dyspep tic symp-
toms. With the variableness of the weather she
took cold, and following sneezing, &c., came asth-
ma. The cough aggravated the dyspncea ; the
shortness of breath, the deep sense of suffocation

the early part of September last had an attack of
+ bronchitis of the smaller tubes,with fever and catarrh
i Ske had frequent periods of coughing which always
i produced intense headache and general constitu-
i turional disturbance. Nitrite of amyl was given in
eight drop doses by inhalation,during the paroxysm
of coughing : in less than five minutes all the con:
gestion of the face and eyes had subsided and the
dyspneea disappeared. In this case occasion re-
quired it to be used only twice.

We have similar cases of asthma and bronchitis,
in which the same marked benefit has been experi-
enced ; the similarity is so great that it is unneces-
sary to report them.

and wheezing, the oppression and constriction of
the chest were so severe that they threatened im-
mediate destruction. She was thoroughly accus-
tomed to many similar attacks, and patiently await.
ed any result. She had been in the habit of smoking
equal parts of tobacco and stramonium leaves,with
some temporary relief. When we first prescribed
for her we used the steam atomizer, causing her to
inhale the steam from carbolic acid, tolu and
chlorate of potash. For two or three times this
seemed to work well, but its effect was soon lost ou
the patient, and the paroxysms were as severe as
ever. Her attacks lasted usually from six to ten
hours. During the midst of one of these we gave
her six drops by inhalation, of nitrite of amyl, and
after waiting a few minutes, the dyspacea began to
subside. We gave nitrite of amyl to this patient
six times, in doses varying from six to fifteen
drops, and when administered in the latter dose,
rapid and satisfactory relief followed. This patient
had consulted a number of doctors and used drugs
largely ; she expressed herself as never before hav-
ing had any satisfactory relief, and said she woul

always feel grateful to the man who originated

Gorrespondence.

"THE PROPOSED CONSOLIDATED
MEDICAL ACT.

(To the Editor of the Laucet.)

S1r,—The profession owe you a debt of gratitude
for publishing in the preceding number of the
Lancet a full draft of the proposed amendments to
the Medical Act. When the Bill is laid before
Parliament, as it shortly shali, it will not be in the
mouth of any one to say ihat the measure was sprung
upou the profession, as some asserted was the case
last session.

While not fully concurring in all the provisions
of the Bill as proposed last session, yet, owing to
its merits as a whole, and the benefits likely to ac-
crue to the profession from its enactment, I cheer-
fully waived my little objections, and used what
little influence I possessed to secure its passage. I
am happy to say that the measure as now pro-
posed meets with my entire approval, and for the

nitrite of amyl.

Case 1II. Woman, aged twenty, single. Inthe

sake of the profession and the public good, I hope
it will meet with general favor and support.
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The provision most objected to in the former
draft, was that which made non-payment of the as-
sessment punishable by forfeiture of licence. Very
few of the profession, I think, were in favor of that
clause, while many strongly objected to it.  That
clause has been wisely expunged, and the measure
is no longer objectionable on that ground.

The assessment clause, however, is retained, and
that was the next most objectionable feature—in
fact the only other ground of opposition to the
measure as proposed last session.  The Council

cunderstand.  All who believe in Medical legislature
should come forward and strengthen the hands of
the Council, and by every lawful means aid themn in
securing the enactment of the best Medical law
ever submitted to any legislature in this or any
other country. It will at once protect the public
against impostors and sccure to the profession all
the rights and privileges to which they can lay
reasonable claims.  Surely such a boon is cheap at
two dollars a year !

But some make it a matter of principle ; a mat-

|

having met the opponents of the Bill half way, I : ter of dignity ; and such like -1 reply, the age for
subnut that opposition should cease. It is absurd ,such twaddle is past, and has been succeeded by
to suppose that a law can be framed to meet the 'more practical and common-sense views. The law
views of everybody. ‘The thing is impossible. All has always been esteemed a profession at least as
important legslation is based on compromises, and | honorable as ours, and its members are usually
to refuse to hsten to the voice of conciliation is to  noted for lofty notions in regard to themselves, and
defeat legislation altogether.  Surely no one having ' the peculiar dignity of their profession, yet even
the interests of the profession at heart could carry | lawyers find it necessary to tax themselves in order

his personal objections to lengths so disastrous.

It is well to remember, however, that a few of
our number opposed the assessment clause last
session, and there is danger of their doing so again,

to uphold that self-same “ dignity,” and accordingly
we find them contributing twenty dollars per annum
to a general fund. They are lawyers, and yet they
appear never to have entertained the notion that
such taxation took away *their rights as British

even, I am sorry to say, though it jeopardize the

whole measure.  For my own part, I have been [Subjects;” they are scrupulously dignificd, yet it
strongly in favor of this provision from the first, ,never has occurred to them that they have been
because I conceived it to be founded on justice. |degraded by such taxation. No; such discoveries
The law, as it stands at present, was enacted more {are far beyond the mental range of lawyers, and to
n the interest of the practitioner than the student, 1 doctors alone belong the capacity of mind neccssary
and that being the case, I considered 1t uniair that | to unearth such deep mysteries, and make them

we should use our position to throw the whole
burden of the working of the law ot the poor and
strugging student.  We impose upon him a long
and expensive course of study, very properly 1
adont, and whe.. at last he knocks at var door and
asks to be admutted to the rights and privileges of
a duly qualited practitioner, we make a turther
demand, and ask him to pay the wages of the door-
keeper i L'his, I am well aware, is a time-honored
custom, but, like a good many other time-honored
customs, it is one that is based on njustice.  The
Bill, however, perpetuates that custom, with all its
injustice, at least to a very great extent, and only
asks that those most benefitted, bear the merest
traction of the burden—as it were for shame’s sake.
How any practivoner can fail to sce the many ad-
vaatages tae proposed Act would confer, Lam at a
Joss to understand ; and seeing these, how any
‘honest minded man could find it m his heart to re-
fuse the small sum asked for, I am also at aloss to

known to the rest of mankind. I may add that
the druggists, and I believe the dentists, pay a
'yearly sum to maintain their respective corporate
rights.  They too seem to be still freemen, and are
well pleased with the position to which they have
attained through judicious legislation.

So far I have addressed myself to those who are
in favor of legislation, but who insist that the law
ymust, in every particular, coincide with their views,
even if they be but a small minority of the profes-
sion.  (Such persons would make bad republicans.)
Busides these well meaning, but troublesome per-
sons, we have to contend with a small band of “ free-
traders " —men who are opposed to all legislation
of a medical character. Iam happy to know these
are few in number and uninfluential, having no fol-
lowing among the people nor friends in parliament.
It is a matter of rejoicing that our people are too
well infurmed and out legislature too enlightened
ever to allow ideas so inimical to the public good
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to hecome dominant. A short soy)urn in thc o l.md
of the free” would prove “an cliectual cure” for
all who hold such views. To be a doctor there
only requires the payment of an annual licence; no
questions as to fitness being asked.  The compan-
ionship into which such a system would necessarily
involve them, would soon disgust them with their
free trade views, and would, ever after, make them
ultra advocates of wholesome legislation. A good
when lost is valued most.”  Qur .American friends
would gladly go back to the ** good old times,” but
their portals are too widely open to admit of casy
closure, and, as a consequence, our brethren across
the borders have to submit to *““indignities " which
find no parallel in a two-dollar assessment, nor in
any of the many wrongs which some scem to think
they are made to endure in this country.  Instead
of grumbling and quarrelling, we should be con-
tented and united, joining together in one loud
song of thankfulness for the many immunities and
privileges which our profession enjoys under the
benign influence of an enlightened government.

A word about the Medical Council may not be
out of place here. It would be well if the general
profession would always bear in mind that that
body is not self-created, but, on the contrary, is
the creation of the will of the whole profession, and
acting in obedience to certain laws and regulations.
To accusc the Medical Council of ¢ despotism ™ is
therefore absurd.  We should remember too that
any act of the Council applies to its individual
membe s with equal force with those who are not
members of that body : therefore if the Council
Ly its acts commits a wrong agamst an ordinary
member of the profession, it also commits a wrong
against each of its individual members. This rail-
ing at the Medical Council, as such, is to my ming
most unreasonable.

At the risk of being tedious, I rhust say a word
about the contemplated stampede of Dr. Campbell,
and his too faithful foliowers, anent which, Mr.
Editor, you have someihing to say in the current
number of your Journal. If the Homeeopaths had
the courage to throw Dr. Campbell overboard their
troubles would soon be at an end. The ambition
of vne man has often destroyed a nation, and in
this case, the ambition of one man has prevented
the harmonicus working of the Council, and now
threatens its disruption. It will be well for the
Council to keep a tight rein, and see that this

mow.nn.nt dm.a not cut lhc Lm)und flom ]n,m.ath
their feet.  Let the wedge be once entered and it
is hard to say what may hagpen. The law, as it
stands, has prevented hundreds of incompetenis
from gaining admission to our ranks, and anv
relaxing of the law ought to be regarded with sus-
picion.  You, Mr. Lditor, suggest that if the
Council has in its hands the primary education and
preliminary examinations of students that we are
safe, and the final examination and the power to
license may be left with the various bodics, and I
suppose schools.  That looks very well at first
sight and would appear to be an easy way of over-
coming the difficulty, and at the same time lessen-
ing both the duties and expenses of the Medical
Council. But does it not scem strange that we
should think of going back, evenin part, to the
old system, at a moment when the profession
everywhere is clamoring for a uniform system of
examination, under a corporate board?  Make
that concession to Dr. Camplicll, who, by the way,
seems to embody in himself all of Homuwopathy
that has animation in Canada,—if" you can do no
better, but in all other respects let us hold fast o
the advantages which we possess.  ‘This is a time
calling for calm consideration and wise counsels.
I hope the sentinels are already on the walls, and
that those in whose hands we have placed the
honor and welfare of the profession, will prove
faithful in the discharge of the duties which ther
stations impose upon them.  That their hands may
be strengthened, let the conduct of every medical
man in Ontario, who wishes well for the profession,
be marked by moderation, combined with firmness,
and good, most assuredly, will be the result.
Yours truly,
A. MacKINNON.
Stratford, October, 1873.

—-———

PEPSIN.

(To the Editor of the Lancet.)

SIr,—In your August number I notice an article
under :his head, alluding to a new method of pre-
paring it, by the process given by Mr. Scheffer,
of Louisville, Xy., in itself sufficiently simple, but
which I cannot accept as a discovery of value, in
absence of evidence touching the physiological
power of the product.

I have for nearly two years’ been in the habit of

1
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c\pcmmmmq on thc ctomach of the pig, and
sncceeded in extracting a preparation of consider-
able power, possessing solvent virtues on albumin-
ous substances plainly appreciable.  The plan
recommended by Pearson of Tondon for the pro-
duction of * Pepsna porc,” and the elahorate pro-
cess of Branrde, seem to give results of no great
divergence, both Leing based, in my opinion, upon |
a theory which recognizes the true nature of pep-
sin and its chemical relations to organic life.

In cither case, an ordinary dose dissolves a
notable quantity of coagulated albumen, with the '
aid of an ordinary acid.

[n prepaning pepsin by any given method, one
crror may casily  be avoided, viz,—to subject the ‘
muscular, peritenceal, and vascular substance, along
with the mucors membrane, to a chemical procuess,
and to expect therefrom a correspohding amount
of pepsin.  In the fresh stomach the lining mem-
brane may be readily detached. and this constitutes
every thing of value in making pepsin, including |
as it does all the glandulir apparatus involved in 1
the secretion of Gastric jnice.

It is then difficlt to understand how an amount |
of pepsin verging upon an ounce can be manu-
factured from a quantity of raw material, which
when modcrately dried, weighs but a few drachms.

The seem spoken of as crowning the result of
the new process, may be wmucosine, creatine, crea-
Zinine, or a mixture of the three with other vague
organic products, but certainly contains an infini- ;
tesimal measure of pepsine, which, when further
attenuated by a goodly quantity of lactose, makes
the preparation as a therapeutical agent utterly
valueless.

A sample which will not dissolve the coagulated
white of egg, ont of the stomach, cannot be expect-
ed to perform wonders when taken 22/ the stomach.
I can assure your readers that no chemical pro-
cess, however 1. .nious can succeed in evolving
but a small amount of pepsin from a single stomach.
Almost every physician recognizes the valuable
assistance derived from an efficient gastric solvent
and it is not too much to expect that each should
he able to provide such an article for himself, con-
sidering the abundance of raw material every where
available; but assuredly a pretended discovery
:hat does not recognise a specific solvent virtue as
an essential factor in estimating its value, cannot

C.&.\'.\ D.-& LANCET.

,able sample can be produced.

but be a nisnomer, and therefore more liable to
mislead than to instruct.

b

The remarks you make as to the worthlessness
of samples in the market are unfortunately too true.

L

. Houghton's I have found as good as many others,

and generally prescribed it, from its comparatively
low cost, until T succeeded in manufacturing an
article five times the strength at a merely nominal
cost.

Boudault's, —with all its vaunted power,and enor-
mous price, - -is no better than Houghton’s. A
gmmmc is the ordinary dose of the French pre-
p1mtmn—but any one who has prescribed it, will
agree with me in stating that a drachm may be
exhibited with perfect impunity.

In a future number I shall take occa ©n to men-
tion a tolerably simple and eflicient process, which
any one can follow, and by which an unquestion-
The class of sub-
.jects and cases upon which pepsin exhibits an
almost marvellous powe., will also be pointed out,
as they have occurred in my experience,

Thanking you for the space I occupy,

I remain, yours,

W. M. McGEACHY, M.D.

>0

(To the rditor of the LaveeTr)

SIR,-—Perhaps your readers may not be aware .
that there is a term used by their professional con-
fiéres on the other side of the lines, to wit:—
namely, “that this is a progressive age.” To me
it is a solemn fact. I lately received from a well
known firm in the States, a puff written by a med-
ical man in Ohio in behalf of the virtues of some
wonderiul preparation,

The composition of its name, so far as I can make
out, amounts to at least nine syllables, with three
hyphens judiciously interspersed, forming one of
the most gorgebus displays of chemical incompati-
bility I have ever had the pleasure to meet with in
the whole course_of my professional career.

My Ohian professional brother, in the first in
stance, is of course esthetical, and proceeds to lay
cdown the rule that any one who does not write
articles laudatory of every medicine that shrewd
commercial men direct his attention to, is a ‘‘ pru
rient prude.”

What a prurient prizde is, or may be, I cann
say, but it strikes my low style of intellect that it is
either an impossibility or a contradiction of terms

The polyglot remedy cures amang other disea
those who suffer from prurigo, caused, as my Ohian
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friend puts it, from “ eating freely of Polygala (sic)
Fagophyrum cakes swimming in Darwin's nectar,

How, doctor, can you manage such a man, who
would warn your patients not to indulge in Poly-
gala Fagophyrum cake swimming in the nectar of
Darwin ? Obian patients, it seems, are recalcitrant,
and will, as our first parents did, indulge in forbid-
den luxuries, but the Ohian physician, with the
polyglottic remedy, affords the only cure.

I believe that Polygonum Fagophyrum, or P.
Esculentum (not Polygala), are bLotanical names
for the humble buckwheat ; the nectar of Darwin I

of our preparations.  In prurigo, its beneficial action is ny
less apparent.  This affection, as all know, is often very
obstinate, and a not uncommon cffect of eating freely of
Polygala Fagophyrum cakes, swimming in Darwin's nectai,
It is an annoying, disagreeable, and very troublesome afflic-
tion. It is often as obstinate as lichen, which is so obstinate
as to have received the name of seven-year itch—a disease
which a fat old gentleman once assured me he had had seven
years to a day.

DOMINION ACT FOR REGISTRATION OF
DEATHS—AN AID TY) THE PROGRESS
OF SANITARY SCIENCE.,

(To the Editor of the Lancct.)

know not of, but I should imagine the writer to be i
a good illustration of the earliest specimen of!
protoplasm.

The “fat old gentleman,” martyr to lichen, or‘
the “seven years’ itch,” who informed my Ohian
disciple of Hippocrates, that he suffered for “seven
years to a day,” merits our deepest sympathy and
is worthy of our profoundest commiseration.

It is after all sad and humiliating to think that
in a profession like ours, commercial men find it
pays to employ professional idiots to vaunt theirl
wares, implying as it does, the low standard we, as
as a profession are judged by what are termed smart
business men.

Yours truly,

ALPHA.
October 16th, 1873.

[The preparation above referred to is the so
called Iodo-Bromide Calcium Comp., prepared by
Messrs. Tilden & Co., New York. The following
are some extracts from the paper referred to which
first appeared in the Cincinnati Lancet and Obsesver,
by J. R. Black, M.D., Newark, Ohio.]—Eb.

‘“ At the outset allow me to say that what I have written, ,
and wish to write, is not frum any desire to puff either this |
house or any of its preparations. = To o this I have .0 sort
of motive, but, on the contrary, the heartiest dislike, But‘
when a physwian feels himself a debtor to_any one for put-
ting a convenient and excellent remedy into his hands, it
would certainly be playing the partof a professionally “pru-
rient prude,’ not to feel himself fice to make candud |
acknowledgement of the fact.”

The therapeutical properties of this compound have pro-
ved, in my hands, to be alterative, laxative, resolvent, and,
in a minor degree, tonic. In the epidemic, which recently
passed over the country, of influenza—popularly known as
the epizootic—one of its most common sequele in strumous |
subjects was an enlargement of the cervical glands, This I‘
found to disappear in the most satisfactory m.nner under the
use of the Iodo-Bromide Calcium Compound. In fact, it‘
scems to have, as its composition would indicate, a special‘
cffect on the glandular structares of the neck. Chronic ir-
ritation of the pharynx, and recent eniargements of thel
tonsils, are also promptly Lenefitted by its use.

S1rR.~—Dr. Botsford in his address delivered be-
fore the Canadian Medical Associatior at its an-
nual August meeting very correctly urges, that in
order to establish a thorough system of Hygienc,
the foundation must Le laid by a careful registia-
tion of deaths that occur, and this to be exacted
by a government system, general in its operation,
and embracing the whole population of the . omin-
ion. In illustration of the perfection of such a
system in Great Britain, Dr. B. quotes a paragraph
from a speech of Dr. Acland at a late meeting of
the Social Science Congress to this effect.  *,We
must find out a way of getting at the precise data
of mortality ; the rate of life in all civilized portions
of the world, and such has been the astonishing
success, that the Registrar general was actually able
to tell us at breakfast once a week how the people
are getting on, not only in Oxford, London, Man-
chester, and so forth, but he told us also of New
York, Vienna, St. Petershurgh, of Bombay, and of
Bengal.”

This advance towards perfect registration, and in
a measure to the prevention of discase has been
accomplished only after years of patient labour by
the illuminati of Furope, and much yet remains
to be done to determine, by the application of sta-
tistics, various points of interest in reference to the
nature, sources, and complication of discases.

As yet, little assistance hac been rendered in this
great work by the profession in Canada, and that
little performed in a perfunctory manner is of but
trifling avail, in consequence of there being no such
functionary as Mr. Simon, the learned and inde-
fatigable Medical Registrar General for Great
Britain. Unquestionably the first step towards per-

fecting our knowledge of death rate, as also of
proximate and predisposing cause of disease, would

In some cutancous diseases it is one of the most valuable be a Dominion Registration Bill, with a penal
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clause sufficiently stringent to insure full and regular
returns, these to be collected monthly by Health
Officers for cities, towns and municipalities, ap-
pointed by the Dominion government, whose duty
it should be to obtain from the medical attendants
full particulars of subjective and objective symp-
toms, age, sex, inherited tendency or otherwise,
occupation, character of surroundings in regard to
vegetable or animal exhalations, purity of water
supply, habits, and such other information not
sought for in the printed form that the medical at-
tendant might conceive to be conducive to the fur-
therance of the State object in view, ¢g., thermo-

instance, the systematic sewering of towns and
draining of land have become of the first import-
ance. Land has thus in not a few instances doub-
led in value. Town sewering, with other social
regulations have contributed to prolong life from 5
to 50 per cent., as compared with previous ratesin
the same district.  Agues and typhoid fevers are
' reduced in the frequency of their occurence. Since
} 1840, an annual mortality in English towns of 44
in 1ooo has been reduced to 27 ; an annual morta-
 lity of 30 has been reduced to 20, and evenas low
as 15.”
If we view as we may fairly do, imperfect drain-

metric and barometric conditions, sudden atmos- | age, exposure to cold, vicissitudes of season, bad
pheric vicissitudes, electrical cendition, prevalence | air, filth, errors in diet, clothing, exercise, &c., as
at the time of influenza or epidemic catarrh, in | the factors of disease in the acult, how much more
fact, all circumstances tending to debilitate the | destructive are their agencies with children, in
system generally, whether occasioned by atmos-| whdm an excess of susceptibility of nervous and
pheric changes, by residence in an unhealthy | digestive systems exists. (Take for example,
locality, by unwholesome or insufficent food, badly | Cholera Intantum, a disease almost confined to
ventilated sleeping rooms, by abuse of spirituous | cities, and most unmistakably the result of foul air
liquors or debauchery. from faulty sewerage.) A jfortiori, it is incumbent
Such careful descriptions of all these statistical ; on the legislature, as far as practicable to devise
minutiz would in the aggregate furnish valuable such measures as are best calculated to limit causes
duta for hygienic legislation in the future, and , of disease, and to prevent the perpetuation of them
occupy but a small portion of the time of the atten- hereditarily.  Coutrast Rawlinson above quoted,
dant, whose zeal in the interests, not only of the , with the Dbills of mortality in England for ten years
profession, Lut of the general public should suffice | before 1811, In England a little over 47 in the
for the small interruption to professional work. ; thousand, in Wales a slight excess over 38. On
Of the importance of the possession of such data | the average for six years preceding 1803, one out
for the prevention of diseases, and enjoyment of ; of 43—0668 died annually.
life, all medical men will concur. Dr] Aitkins in| At Geneva, correct tables of death have been
his excellent work on the Science and Practice of | preserved since 1560, and the results are in the
Medicine, thus speaks on the subject, vol. 1, p. 43.  highest degree curious and satisfactory. It appears
“ A belief is now gaining ground and acquiring a' that at the time of the reformation, half the chil-
hold on the popular mind, that advances in the | dren born, did not reach four years of age : in the
science of medicine in future years will be mainly ; 18th century, it increased to above 27 years. We
due to a better appreciation of the causes of discase, | arrive hence at the remarkablé conclusion, that in
and just in proportion as our knowledge of phy- | the space of about three hundred years, the proba-

siology and pathology becomes more exact and ex-
tended, so will the causes of discase be appreciated,
and their occurence on a large scale prevented.”
Sir John Forbes emphatically recorded the obser-
vation that, ““here the surest and most glorious
triumphs of medical science are acheiving and to
be acheived.” Again, Rawlinson in his work on
the sewering of towns remarks. “ Within the last
halfcentury, land draining and town sewering have
ripened into sciences. From rude beginnings, in-
significant in extent, and often injurious in the first

 bility of prolonged life to a citizen of Geneva at
his birth has become five times greater. The
mean life was thus ; in one century, eighteen years,
in the next it grew to 23, in the middle of the next
it rose to 32, and finally during the present century
to over 30.

From a paper read by M. Moreande Jonnes,
before the Academy of Sciences in Pars, I will
make a few extracts bearfng on the influence of
climate and seasons on mortality. * The mortality
in the Roman states, it che old Venetian territories,
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in Greece and Turkey, amounts to 1 in 30. In'for use, and when combin+l, will form a very
the low countries in Franceand in Prussia 1 in 39, ; useful liniment for external pains.
in Bwitzerland, Austria, Spain, and Portugal, 1in| e practitioner referred to being known in this
40, in Russia and Poland 1 in 44, in Norway 1 in locality, the Ziniment is found in almost every house,
48,in Ireland 1 in 53, in England 1 in 58, and in'and is tried for every ailment before medical aid is
Scotland 1 in 59.  The two leading causes which ' sought.  In one case, fresh in my mind, a child was
influence the population of a country are climateand | yyeated with the Iiniment, thus recommended, for
civilization. A cold climate is more favourable to pupernal pains, until further treatment was uscless.
life than a warm one, thus in Batavia it amountsto The patient died of meningitis an hour after a phy-
I in 26, in Trinidad 1 in 27, Martinique 1 in 29"?sician was called. Please give your opinion in
Bambay 1 in 2o, Havannah 1in 23.” Unmistak- regard to the abuve in the Laxcer, and oblige,
able evidence is thus afforded of the decrease of’ A SUBSCRIBER.
mortality, chiefly to be ascribed to the vastly im-: The vractice of lical lorsine patont
proved science of medicine and to governmental: [Lhe practice of medical men endorsing paton
enforcement of sanitary precautions, particularly’ medicines, liniments, swing cradles, belts', sup-
to compulsory vaccination. The Ontario Vaccina- p'orters, prcpzn:cd foods, cocoa, chocolate,. cod liver
tion Bill has failed toinsure the general vaccination oil, &e,, “'hc,l ! 11‘1tend‘cd as & recommen :l?tu)n bo th
. .. eneral publie, is entirely wrong in principle.  Such
of the community, principally, I apprehend, {rom‘g I iy ¢ Sl ;
the great difficulty in enforcing a sumptuary law ; ‘recommendations, when CO'lb‘l(lerQ'} worthy, shoul.d
had it contained a provision for the appointment be confinud to the mee?s'wn’ ant sppear only in
of a public vaccinator for each school section, and well rcgulated medical journals. The appeavance

. . . , s of medical men in the public prints, in
the ‘government had furnished to an appomted=°f names of medical 1 ! !

| H : N s
; i - : h a co always suggests the idea thab
medical township officer a sufficient supply of, Su¢h @ comnection, always suggests the idea t

they have some personal interest in the matter, or

.

reliable lymph for distribution, requiring him to: j . -
make a report of the number of children in each “are secking a little notoriety ; and for these reasons
school division, and the numbers successfully vac- "members of the profession should' be very Chfll‘}
cinated ; we should now enjoy a greater immunity about endorsing any remedy or appliance.  Brsudes,
from a disease that the increased number of emi- |25 it the above instance, much injury is likely to

: . w the i riminate use of remedies without
grants from Europe is yearly likely to propagate. ;fnllo t.he lfdmr mnate use o edies wikhou

. . .. . the advice of a physician.]—Enp.
We have both in the Ontario and Dominion

Legislatures, a fair representation of the profession, :
and to these gentlemen we must look fora re-mod-,
elling of the medical poZice of the country, and for,
a correction of the manifold defects now existing. : To the Editor of the LaxcEr.
That they will respond to the call I havelittle! Sir,—On the 13th September, 1870, Dr. Me-
doubt, as they will be sensible that, in their capa- Vean, of Carleton Place, Ontaio, was summoned
city as legislators, they may effect a great work in'to visit a child (male) aged six months, affected
the cause of human happiness and improvement, |ith retention of urine. On introducing a catheter
and thus gain a more enduring reputation than the | it impinged against a hard substance near to the
ephemeral triumph of party can afford. | corona glandis; and after several unsuecessful
CHAS. WM. COVERNTON, M.D. [attempts had been made to remove it by digital
manipulution, he requested me to visit the patient
with him. On our arrival we found the child
j suflering from excruciating pain from over-distention
Sir—The following appears upon a quack pre-lof the bladder. As soon as anwesthesia was fully
paration which is being sold Dby pedlars throughout ! induced, Dr. McVean made an incision an inch
the DProvince of Ontario, over the signature of a|long on the superior aspect of the penis, introduced
leading member of the profession, ““Iaving ex-|acurved probe and removed a stone about the size
amined a recipe for ingredients in a liniment made | of a small pea. The child immediately thereafter,
by Mr. , 1 consider them simple and safe | with the aid of gentle pressure, urinated frecly and

URINARY CALCULI IN AN INTANT.

>
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To the Editor of the LaAxcet.
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copiously. Cold water drcssing was applled, :md
on the third day the wound had completely cica-
tvized.

In March, 1871, Dr. McVean asked me to visit
the same child, again afflicted with rctention of
urine.  On introducing a catheter, it came in contacg
with a stone immediately outside of the os pubis.
As soon as the patient was sufficiently under the
influence of chloroform, Dr. McVean introduced «
histoury into the urcthra, between the os pubis and
the stone, and cut forward about an inch, and with
a bent probe extracted a calculus similar in size to
the former one. The same treatment was adopted
as in the first operation. The child has ever since
enjoyed uninterrupted good health.

WILLIAM WILSON, C.M.
Carleton Place, Sept. 25, 1873.

Selected Doticles.

EXTRACT FROM AN ADDRESS ON
HYGIENE.

BY L. B. BOTSFORD, M.D., ST. JOHN, N. B.
(Read before the Canada Medical Association, August

6th, 1873.)

Our profession stands first and pre-eminently
first in its qualifications for investigating this broad
field of causes. The law-maker may apply his
regulating powers when he has suffcient knowledge
to act. The divine and philanthropist may urge
the consciences of individuals or communities to
obey the requirements which reason and law would
enforce. Yet, though the legislator and the moral
teacher may both help in demonstrating the
many evils to be avoided, and both be necessary
in the great work of advancing the race,—as to
the knowledge of the prmcxp]es which tend to the
amelioration of society, the medical man, by his
acquaintance with disease, by study of the circum-
stances which enter into its production or preva-
lence, must occupy the vantage ground in hygienic
investigations. He knows Dbest what value to
place upon collected data, and is ever seeking for
causes to account for them. Most if not all the
reports upon sanitary matters have been furnished
by him, or he has supplied the data upon which
they are based ; and in the future this must con-
tinue to be the case. Medicine is a noble profes-
sion, and we cannot too highly esteem the men
who adorn it in their endeavors to remedy the ills,
and assuage the pains of their fellow-men. And
Surgery, which grapples with the destroyer and

&9

snatches many victims from his glasp, stunds in
the foreground of high praise, yet both must be
n.g'lrded as specialities in themselves.  Advancad
as they are and wonderful as they are, they but
contend with the visible results of noxious princi-
ples. A much higher, and a more advanced
position will be that, which will occupy itself with
the numerous and ever working conditions which
are the fruitful sources of disease and suffering:
an ignorance of which may render futile the most
masterly performances of the surgeon’s hand.
Medicine may do Dbattle, even successful Dattle,
with the armed men who spring up from the sown
dragon’s teeth, Hygiene destroys the seed ere they
touch the mother earth. Surgery, like Hercules,
may strike of the heads of the Lemean Hydra;
Hygiene, Iolas like, sears the roots from which
they continually re-issue.

It must be evident to all that in order to estab-
lish a true Hygienic system the foundation must
be laid by a thorough registration of the deaths
which occur; these must be registered not by
practitioners as such, nor in limited arcas, but
must be exacted by a government system, general
in its operation and embracing a whole people.
That advances are being made in this direction, I
will quote a few remarks of Dr. Acland. At a late
meeting of the Social Science Congress, he said:
“ We must find out a way of getting at the precise
data of mortality—the rate of life in all civilized
portions of the world—such was the astonishing
success that the Registrar-General was actually
able to tell us at breakfast once a week, how the
people are getting on, not only in Oxford, London,
Manchester, and so forth, but he told us also of
New York, Vienna, St. Petersburg, of Bombay and
of Bengal.”

A mere record of deaths can be accurately
accomplished by any civil machinery, but will be
of little use, unless the cause of death is alsc
ascertained. At this point comes in the importance
of the medical profession, an importance increas-
ingly acknowledged when the effort is made to
ascertain the remote and subtle influences which
intensify the death rate.

As the rate is not uniform, but varies in different
localities and at different periods, the next step
will be to ascertain the conditions which precede
or attend the mortality, and this opens up all the
causes which diminish the vital powers of man.
Among these may be ranged: mental depression,
social habits, local influences, meteoralogy in all
its phases, food and drink, overcrowding, bad
sewerage, and whatever in fact tends to undermine
the functions of life, and subjects the animal to
premature death.

Diseases which are communicable have long
occupied the attention of Governments, as well as
of the profession. They are palpable, and force
their consideration upon all. Terrified by the
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destructive power of some, Governments have
been compelled to take measures to avert evils,
which sweep our kingdoms and are not stopped in
their course by the widest oceans. A wild terror
has too often suggested means of prevention, and
Quarantine, right in itself, has frequently violated
all common sense. To say that a disease is com-
municable, suggests at once the idea that it can be
limited ; and to accomplish this, regulations, com-
munal and imperial, are made. These regulations
require to be based upon a great deal of accurate
observation and a great deal of philosophical
thought. For, however much may have been done,
there exists still a great ignorance of the conditions
of several of these diseases; and until a more
exact knowledge is attained, errors in Quaiantine
must arise. Medical men ever differ upon the
essential character of several of them, some medical
men maintaining those to be epidemic, which
others as firmly maintain to be communicable,
whilst both may be ignorant of the region to which
the propagation may be limited.  The character-
istics of one, however, are too palpable, and small-
pox, one of the most virulent, has to be met by the
most stringent isolation.  The office of Hygiene
will be to ascertain the exact nature of these scour-
ges: the virus which propagates itself in the animal
cconomy ; their epidemic character, whether it de-
pends upon the increased sudjectrve poison, or upon
the odjective conditions, or upon both ; their preval-
ence, whether general or local.  When these
conditions are known, then, we may look for wise
legislation in the direction of a thoroughly sound
Quarantine.

Of epidemics pure, and their causes, but little is
Inown.

Diseases personally induced form a large class

and arise from causes which being generally known |

can be avoided.  The tendency to perpetuate the
same action will cause some which are the result
of personal contact to be ranged under the next
class which comes under our observation—that of
inherited diseases. They are numerous and deeply
interesting, and they are the result of a train of ex-
ternal circumstances which, acting during a longer
or_shorter period, impress a character upoy the
animal economy.

The death rate of these several diseases may be
tolerably uniform, Lut they are subject to influences
which may greatly increase or modify their intensity
and mortality, and it is to these influencing data
that our further attention must be directed. Taking
inherited diseases for our illustration, they are the
result of tendencies already brought into existence
by exposure to external causes, aided by the habits
of life of previous generations. A concentration of
these causes will devclope a further increase of the
same diseased action until the death rate shall be
greatly in excess of the average, so that when de-
pressing agencies lower the vital resistance the

_l

disease will assume the character of an epidemic.
Scrofula is undoubtedly an inheritance, and yet may
not scientific Hygiene deterimine the conditions
which are favorable to its production, and may not
the tendencies to such diseased action be steadily
beaten back by a removal of the disturbing elements
which called it into being and activity? The dis-
ease cannot be original, for who of living men would
be exempt, and if induced why may it not be
eradicated. *

Death may, and often does, become more fre-
quent owing to disturbing causes which act
upon the vitality of communities, and Hygiene
can only become acquainted with those noxious
elements by an extensive observation of the physi-
cal conditions which so operate, and among thesc
meteorology holds a prominent place.  Climate,
which embraces variations in the relative degree of
moisture and temperature, differences in the bar-
ometrical and eclectric state of the atmosphere,
exercises a modifying power over the system. The
physique of man in different countries shews this,
and sometimes we may expect a deterioration of a
race by a change of climate, until an adaptation to
the rfew conditions is developed. Itis questionable
whether the constitutional characteristics of the
people of this continent will not require a long
time before they settle down upon a permanent
basis.

Some causes are so palpable that their results
are recognized at once, and yet, simple as they
appear, are so mixed up with other disturbing
elements from a common courze that they require
careful elimination before their true value can be
realized.

Cold affects the mortality of the aged and we
might naturally expect this, for when age advances
the power of generating animal heat becomes less.
On the other hand, the greatest death rate among
the young is during periods of highest temperaturc.

The air we breathe may be charged with death.+
The effects of continued moisture or of an electric
state of the atmosphere can only be determined by
observations over large areas, liable however to er-

* The chief effort of sanitary science in combating the pre-
valence of Zymotics, is to destroy and arrest their infection
and cuntagion ; but the scope of its endeavours must be great-
er when the Tubereular Diathesis among the people is to be
counteracted. Then the chief desiderata are warmth, cloth-
ing and food, which are within the province of individual or
of family arrangements ; and fresh air, exercise, and relaxation
from daily toil, which must for their indulgence receive the
help of municipalor of national policy.  (Trench, 186y, p. 35.)

1 In the Dublin Lying-in Hospital 74 years ago, of 17,600
children born in the institution, 2,944 died within the first
fortnight,—17 per cent.  Dr. Clarke considered a foul and

vitiated state of the air of the wards a principal cause. Ar-
rangements were adopted by which a free circulation of air
was secured through the wards ; of 8,033 children born sub-
sequently, only 419 died, or 5% per 100. Under additional
improvements a further decrease of the death rate—of 16,564
born, only 286 died—about 1.7 per 100.
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rors, as the conditions may give rise to many and
subtle influences.

The food we eat and the liquid we use constitute
important items among the causes which tend to
affect the stamina and vital powers of man. ¥ The
quantity and quality of the first (Trench for 1863,
p- 6) at various periods and under varying circum-
stances. The conditions under which water,
coffee, tea, and other liquids are most beneficial
require observation. Theory cannot soive the
question unless theory is based on facts.

Locality must be well considered to elicit the
results which may be common from similarity in
geological, meteorological, or topographical con-
ditions, or in more limited areas which may arise
from disturbingelements such as animal or vegetable
emanations.

The phenomena which are grouped, rightly or
otherwise, under the head of * Intellect,” largely
affect the organism of man, and itis a question
whether we do not have to deal with elements
more destructive to human life than from all the
causes we have previously noticed, inasmuch as all
these are intensified by the social condition of the
race.  Governments which vaty in their tendency
to elicit human thought and the developement of
self-government and individualism will vary in their
power of grappling with social evils.  Despotism
which dwarfs and represses thought, can only be
surpassed, in evil results, by the licentiousness
which characterizes the other extreme, when every
man does that which is right in his cwn eyes.

Customs which prevail in communities produce
in individuals those habits which are injurious or
beneficial, and both are apt to escape strict inves-
tigation, as they commence with our existence and
are strengthened with our growth. We look upon
the fashion or custom of the Chinese woman who
represses the growth of her feet, and the still more
injurious fashion of the European or American who
contracts her breathing space, as violations of
natural laws, and yet there are evils cobnected with
our every day life more injurious from their num-
bers, which, if the attempt be made to overturn
them, the great mass of society will resent as
unnecessary interference.

Custom prevails in our buildings, in our ventila-
tion or rather want of ventilation, in our eating,
our clothing and drinking, and from childhood
those social habits are so familiar that they pass
unquestioned, and yet every fact of our every-day
life might be based upon a scientific foundation.
It is only of late that attention has been directed
to them.

There is one custon of society which as yet has

* ¢ The effect of water is well illustrated by the experience
of the Mill Bank Prison, In 1854 the water from artesian
wells was introduced, and the result has been the virtual ex-
tinction of typhoid and other diseases of the same class, which
frequently prevailed in the institution.”

had but a slight investigation, however fearful the
results which a partial lifting of the veil has disclosed.

The drinking custom is yet too strongly rooted to
permit a candid and honest consideration. The
mortality directly arising from the use of alcoholic
drinks forms quite a percentage of the annual death-
rate ; but who can tell the number it adds to the
general percentage by diminishing the powers of
resistance to disease which might not otherwise be
fatal? *

Overcrowding, whether of dwellings or of local-
ities, increases the death-rate, and it is only by the
most perfect Hygienic arrangements that injurious
results can be prevented when the population in
any given area becomes numerous.

It is through the agency of the intellect that we
must look for a regulative of the conditions which
will result in the greatest possible physical gooa ;
and these regulations can only be wisely made
when observation has laid the foundation by recor-
ding all the possible facts connected with disease
and death, and just in proportion as this is donc
will legislatures be enabled to enact their laws upon
a scientific basis.

In the system of prevention, Quarantine occu-
pies a prominent place, and, to be efficient, requires
an accurate knowledge of diseases, their methods
of propagation, and the best means of keeping them
from spreading.

The aggression laws override individual and
communal rights, wher the exercise of those rights
might be injurious to the people generally. Com-
pulsory sewerage, restrictions as to buildings and
the number of occupants, width of streets, and the
measures which require the exercise of a restraining
legislation.

In Great Britain sanitary regulations, though
numerous before 1848, were in that year included
in a generai Act, and a system inaugurated by
which every part of England could avail itself of
law to carry out necessary reforms.

*.* To secure a Hygienic education we must
look to three sources :—Governments, Universities,
and Individuals. From individuals as such or
associated, and chiefly from men in our profession,
will come the condition of localities, the elements
of disturbance, and all the facts which require a
quickened intelligence to eliminate as bearing upon
the question. Whilst governments only can obtain
returns of vital statistics from a whole country by
compelling a registration of deaths and the causes
of death. they also can secure meteorological obser-
vations from all quarters, and by a central depart-

* L1QUOR TRADE AND CONSUMPTION.-#-*‘ The people of
Great Britain are spending in drink $500,000,000 a year. A
trade has grown up with a capital of $600,000,000. A trade
more powerful far than the cotton industry with its capital of
$400.000,000, and which, after all, in itslegitimate exercisc,
provides but a luxury, and in its illegitimate, the most insid-
ious of all social temptations.”

.
{

:
£




- -

FS .

IR TR

LI N

93 THE CANADA LANCET.

ment have all the data collected and tabulated.
Jut chiefly upon the centres of education will de-
volve the duty of imparting to their alumni the
knowledge obtained from all sources, and ifin every
medical school there was a Professor of Hygicne,
who does not see that with leisure and ability to
investigate the numerous facts now being collected,
such Professors would be able to generalize and
elicit the relationships which exist among all the
phenomena of life, and to place intelligibly in a few
months before their students more than could he
obtained in a lifetime of individual exertion amid
the cares of a professional career.  And not only
so, but in ¢zery University there should be estab-
lished similar chairs, so that the relationship
between man and his physical surroundings should
form a part of the education of those who, in the
nature of things, must be the future legislators of
the land, who, thus instructed, would be ready to
legislate wisely and intelligently, instead of groping
their way in ignorance.

And who can tell the grand results when the
material condition of the race shall be advanced by
enlightened sanitary knowledge and regulations,
when the causes of disease are attacked in their
strongholds, when rational amusement shall super-
sede the discordant sounds of the revel ; when the
wants of the system shall be satisfied with proper
foods; when the physical state of man shall be
elevated, and reacting upon his intellectual and
moral powers shall lift the race to the highest
possible attainments.  (Canada Medical and Sur-
gieal Fournal.)

DR. BURDON SANDERSON ON
PHYSIOLOGY.

(Brit. Med. Association.)

The speeial subject of Dr. Burdun Sanderson’s
recent acldress was that never-failing tupic of inter-
est—the nature and causation of the felnile state.
That the majority of medical men, even these of
high position and reputation, should have been so
long content to talk in a perfectly vague manner on
this subject, without one scrivus attetupt to alvrder
a question which lies at the foundation of the larger
part of the difficulties actually encountered in med-
ical pmetice, is indeed surprising.  On the other
hand, Dr. Sanderson showed that physiology has
till lately given forth a very uncertain sound upon
this question, and it is only very recently that some
of the moxeimportant preliminary queries have been
satisfactorily answered. Taking heat-production as
beyond compasison the most important phenomenon
of the febrile state, we may congratulate ourselves
upon the settlement of one point of prime conse-
quence.  Two rival theories have prevailed ; accor-
ding to the former of which the excess of bodily
temperatnre observed in fever is only a consequence

of varying conditions as to the calibre of peripheral
Dloodvessels, in consequence of which heat simply
accumulates in the body (Traube), or the superficial
bloodvessels (on Marey’s theory), being dilated, re-
coive an wnusual uantity of hot blood fiam the
iuterior parts of the lody, and vecord the cacess on
the thermometer placed in the axilla or m any sim-
ilav part.  The other main theory aseribes the
excessive heat of fover to a real excess in internal
heat-production from oxidation of tissues; and it is
now conclusively demonstrated that at least three-
fowths of the measureable heat-excess in severe
pyrexia must really be due {o this cause.  The ex-
periments of Lichermeister have proved that no
possible accumulation of heat within the body ean
aceount for more than a fraction of the elevation of
bodily temperature observed in fever ; and, indeed,
the dependence of the latter, in the main, on in-
ereased oxidation is alsu shown by the presence of
a very large quantity of urea in the wrine, even of
febrile patients who are kept upon absolute @icse.

Though too cautivus to commit himself to a new
general theory of pyrexia, Dr. Sanderson called at-
tention to the museular system as very possibly the
scene of hyper-active chemical changes whick might
suffice to account for the whole of the increased
heat-production in fever.  There is, on the other
hand, the remarkable faci (to which the lecturer
referred) of the marked elevation of temperature
produced by strychnia, and the equally marked
lowering of it which is caused by the paralysing
acticn of curara ; and, on the other hand, there is
the evidence afforded by those softenings and gran
ulations of muscular tissues which the rescarches of
Zenker and others have shown to follow upon pro-
tracled and severe pyrexia.

Perhaps, however, the most felicitous and in-
structive portion of the lecture was the illustration
of how accumulation of heat wety be, though it
commenly is not, the source of febrils manifestations.
The ' ustrat’ a Is taken, not from elinical medicine,
but €. physiology of a particular class ot
men—- o workers in Cornish mines, The workman
in a “dead end” (i.c., an unventiluted cul-de-sac)
in one of the ““ lot mines ” of Cornwall suffers under
a complete suppression of that discharge of heat from
the surface by which a dangerous accumulation
within the hody is prevented under ordinary circum-
stances ; the resut is, that abuut ten or fifteen
minutes of muscular exertion in this atmosphere
suffices to collect such an enormuus guantity of heat
and other combustion products within hiw that he
straightway exhibits all the phenvmena of true
pyrexia, which, however, can be relieved by ex-
posing the surface of the body to free ventilation.
(Lancet.)

s

Cost or ax Erioeyic.—The London Medical Re-
cord (April 16, 1873) states that the late small-pox
epidemic cost Dublin at least £35,000.
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DR, PARKES ON INFLAMMATION.
(An cxtract from the address on medicine—Brit. Med,
Association.)

Omnce everything was dyscrasia ; and the belief)
that a profound alieration of the fluids, and espe-
dially of the blouwd, undelies most morbid changes,
for a lowyg tiwe governed a large school of patho- |
logists.

In this country it never obtained great weight,
thougly it certainly tended tv modify our ideas of |
the origin both of cancer and of tubercle,  Grradually |
losing ground before the pressure of oppusing facts,
the ductiine of urasis at length gave way to a lucal
pathology aliwust as extreme. The theory which
superseded it was the celebhiated cellular pathology
of Virchow,; that theory which looked uvnly to the
individual clements ; whichi traced all to growth of
cells, aud whick virtually rejected the idea of
exudation in the old sense of the word. It was
adwitted, iudeed, that nutritive cellless fluid
emerged in discase from the vessels as in health,
but it wus caught up and appropriated by the cells
et with vtetside the vessels, and especially by the
connedtive tissue corpuscles. At one time it seemed
as if the time-honored term ** exudation” would
be Lanished from pathology, and the old doctrine
of inflasnuation seemed  altogether  undermined.
But this ccllular pathology was, like the creed it
superscded, pushed too far. True te a large extent
it was wade to cubrace conditions beyond it, and
the inevitable reaction came.  In 1867, Colinheim
deseribud the hiansit of the white Wood-cells through
the untuptared walls of the capillaries, and the old
ductrine of exudation had again an empirical foun-
dation. T say Cohnheim deserded, but T did not
say e liscocerad. For the discovery had long
been nuude, and the fact that it had been made and
had been distegarded is  staiking instance of want
of appreciation of a cardinal fact, of which so many
cases are recorded in the history of all sciences. It
is bare justice to record that in 1639 Willium Addi-
sun, now  of Brghtun, peifeetly  described the
emigration of the white blood cells, as well as many
other phenvmena which attend inflannnation. The
fact did 1ot cocape notice, and one writer, at least,
Charles Williams, in his well known work on the
Priveiples of Medicdne, appreciated its importance. |
But, s a practical matter, the discovery fell dead,
and when Collicim announced the fach twenty-
cight years later, the woild of pathology was stirred
to its depths. It is also but justice to observe that
the chief wicruscopic phenomena of inflammation
and the jprocesses of stasis and exudation were

W. Addizon and Williams as they are now, though
certainly the proliferation of tissue-cells outside
the vessels was not known.

At present the pathology of inflammation scems

TR s e .o

settling down on a mixed humeral and solid basis.
It sczms to bo admitled that the albumen in the
blood which feeds the organs partakes of the quality
of the food which supplies it, and is modified also
by the condition of the organs, whose action pre-
pares its inbroduction into the main torrent of the
blood. Degrees of nubritive adaptability may,
therefore, exist in it, and we may fairly assume that
the composition of the blood albumen must vary,
and that it is quite possible it may be sometimes sv
degraded as to justuy the idea which underlaid the
Viemna doctrine of crasis.  But it scems also clear
that the main phenomena of natrition (normal and
abnormal) rest with the cells and with the ultimate
molecules, so to speak, which, though without a cell
wall, can be classed with cells.  The cellldar path-
ology is, to this extent, an undoubted and valuable
generalization.

Elsewhere he adds in his remarks on phthisis :—
If the doetrine of inflammation has thus, as it
appears to me, made the full circle of change, the
same may be almost said of phthisis pulmonalis.
Laennee’s genius, so sure and accurate when he was
dealing with the interpretation of physical pheno-
mena, failed when he attempted a definition of
phthisis.  Like many a geographer, he wished to
fill up his blank mayp, to insext a coast line here and
a watershed there, and to have everything defined,
deseribed, and comypleted. It was an impossible
attempt, for the country had not been surveyed.

In two peints late researches have, I think,
influenced our view of looking at phthisis. In the
first place, it has been shuwn how many cases of
phthisis are caused by removable conditions : breath-
ing of air impure with solid particles, constiained
positions, syphilis, ete., are now known to produce
many cases of wasting lung diseases, and, as it is
possible to prevent these, and thus to lessen the
prevalence of phthisis, we have now a greater
clement of hupe than formerly.  On the contrary,
the evidence of the so-called infective nature of
phthisis, that is, the way in which it can originate
in the lungs from distant infeeted parts, the way
in which it extends to adjoining parts, or, perhaps,
to distant parts of the lung by absorptivn from a
diseased lunyg centre, and thus retwrns and retarns
until fatal imroads are mwade on the organ or the
system at large; the constant production, in fact,
of fresh centres of spread, is a discowraging aspect.
On the whole, the last thirty years have done much
for the treatment of phthisis, but it is not all

funmixed gain, and the amount of future progress is

uncertain.

—_———— ——

WriGHT'S CURE FOR HEADACHE FOLLOWING
ArcoHoL DEBaucH:—Take of solution of wcetate of
ammonia, tincture of bifter orange-peel, syrup of
bitter orange-peel, each 20 parts, water 500 parts.
To be given in repeated teaspoonful dosces.
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A valuable letter addressed to Dr. Clifford
Allbutt, by Dr. Bowditch, of Boston, on Paracen-
tesis Thoracis, has been published by the Practi-
tioner for April, 1873. Dr. Bowditch has em-
ploye.i the pneumatic aspirator on two hundred
and seventy occasions during the last twenty
years without injury cnsuing. He admits some
grave accidents, such as tapping the lung, driving
air into the pleura, by a careless turn of the handle,
etc. The following are some of his conclusions.
1. He uses a very fine trocar, and thrusts it in
fearlessly and quickly, so as to avoid carrying in
pleural false membrane. He selects a point in the
back on a line with the angle of the scapula, and
hetween the eighth and ninth or ninth and tenth
ribs, and at least an inch and a half above a hori-
zontal line drawn through the lowest point at
which the respiratory murmur is hcard in the
opposite lung. 2. No complication whatever pre-
vents his operating if he find a large effusion or
any effusion that he thinks may be adding to the
distress of the patient already very ill. 3, Age,
sex, and pregnancy are of no importance in a
severe case. Fle has tapped a pregnant woman
rour times before and five times after delivery.
His criteria are : Is the dyspncea severe enough?
iIas it occurred, even once, so as to threaten life
even momentarily ?  Has sufficient time elapsed
ior remedies to have effect without result? 4. If
ihere have been temporary orthopneea, or if
dyspneea is present, he operates instantly, however
serious and complicated the other signs may be.
If the illness be recent, the effusion small, the
dyspncea but slight—if remedies seem to be hav-
g a beneficial effect, he waits sometimes three or
jour weeks. Headds : “ I think we may operate
in any case where the quantity of fluid is ob-
viously so large as to seriously obstruct the greater
part of a lung, as when the level rises to the
middle of the back, and in so doing, oppresses the
respiratory murmur in the enlire organ.” Any
valvular opening he considers as worse than use-
less, as absolutely bad. * Itis wholly uncalled for
with the aspirator canula.” It also clogs the exit
of pus, should the fluid be of that character.
When ought a permanent opening o be made?
‘Thisis often very diflicult. He inclines toitina
voung or middle-aged subject, generally healthy,
who has been ill but a short time. Pusmust have
been drawn at least once.  This pus must show a
tendency to reaccumulate rapidly. In elderly
people and in those with signs of phtnisis,
he prefers repeated tappings with the aspirator;
till, even this he regards as open to discussion.
So tong as the serum flows from the aspirator, he

free incision is preferred to the usc of any tube or
trocar whatever, however large.  That incision, it
is recommended, should be low in the back, in-
stead of in front, as is usual.  Free washings with
warm or carbolised water are also advocated. Bt
Mdd. Four.

PROGNOSIS OF DELIRIUM TREMENS.

Dr. MagNau ((Monzement Medical, May 30)
remarks that it is important to diagnose what cases
of delirium tremens are likely to prove fatal when
the early appearance of the disease is so con-
stantly similar.  Delirium proves nothing, for it
may be intense in a slight attack.  What is most
important 1s the temperature. The attack of de-
lirium tremens may be febrile or apyrectic. In
feverish cases we see the temperature rise rapidly
to 399, 40° 410, and 420, and even, in some
cases, to 430C.  If the termination is to be favour-
able, we notice towards the fourth or fifth day a
sinking of the temperature, which gradually be-
comes norma! If, on the contrary, the termina-
tion is o be fatal, the temperature remains sta-
tionary, or rises to the last. In non-febrile cases,
the thermometer oscillates between 380 and 390,
and about the third day becomes normal.

A second progrostic sign consists in motility.
The trembling of the whole body is not the most
important symptom. There are undulations of the
muscles which continue during sleep, and are con-
stantly observed when the hand is apphed to the
muscular surface of the patient’s body. In such
cases we may affirm that the prognosis is grave, the
spinal cord is attacked, greatly hyperemiated, and
destroyed even in certain points by haemorrhage.

A third sign consists in the feebleness of the
lower extremities ; a kind of paraplegia.

M. Magnau insists that we must not confound
febrile alcoholism with fever arising in a drunkard
from a wound or inflammation.—Z2%e Duoctor.

A NEw THERMOMETER.—Tr. Hilliard has added
another clinical thermometer to thosein use, and a
capital one it is. We have very hittle doubt it will
prove a succcss.  Its chief point is that it shuts up
like an ordinary pencil case, and then goes into the
vest pocket. Thus, there is no separation between
the handle or case and the thermometer itself.
The latter therefore cannot fall out, nor dues it
require so much trouble to put away after use. It
has also the advantage of being increased to double
its own length on opening it. The temperature
consequently can be taken and read in posttions in
which it is not so easy to do it with the common

thinks a permanent opening is not justified. | pocket instrument. The case has fluted mounts,
Blood always contraindicates it.
first tapping has always indicated

Blood at the
malignant

so that the instrument, whether open or shut, will
not roll offthe table.—Medical Press and Circular.
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DIPSOMANIA. ON TYE TREATMENT OF (GONORRHEA, AND

WE gather from a notice of the Annual Report
of the Superintendent and Physician of the New
York State Incbriate Asylum, Binghampton, New
York, for the year 1872, in the Boston Medical
Fournal, that the report is largely taken up with
the consideration of inebriety as it appears in thase
who have lost all self-control in the use of alcoholic
beverages. It 1s assumed—1. That intemperance
is a disease ; 2. That its primary cause is a con-
stitutional susceptibility to the alcoholic impres-
sion ; 3. That this constitutional tendency may be
inherited or acquired ; 4. That it is curable in the
same sense that other diseases are. In other words,
as a disease, inebriety has its cause, diagnosis, prog-
nosis, and treatment as clearly marked and as well
defined as are those pertaining to other diseases.
To support these propositions, the report cites at
considerable length the opinions of Drs. Christison,
Rush, Woodward, Parker, Flint, Anstie, Druitt, and
other recognised authorities of this couniry and
Great Britain, and asserts that “ the fact that the
inebriate is suffering from an actual disease which
deprives him of the power of self-control, should
forever do away with the supposed disgrace and
mortification attendant upon such a condition ; and
there should be no more social disgrace in secking
a cure for this malady, than there is in being taken
to an hospital for the treatment of a fractured limb.”
As to the time required, the report advocates that
patients should, as a rule, remain at least six months
under treatment  Several have become inmates
of the institution who were addicted to the exces-
sive and habitual use of opium. In the treatment
of such cases the “weaning process” is advocated,
“letting the patient down by degrees with compar-
atively little suffering.” The number of patients
admitted during the year was 249 ; discharged 253 1
remaining at the close of the year 81.  Asit. Med.
Four.

— e ———

A PuarmacruticaL Curiosiry.-——The Berlin
correspondent of the Chemist awd Druggist sends
the following specimen of extraordinary pharmacy,
culled from the first edition or the Prussian Phar-
macopwia (Dispensutorivm Borusso-Brawdenlurg-
cum, 1721). Thisis in Latin. The specimen
which he selects is ¢ Spiritus Cerebri Humani,”
p- 206 (Spirit of Human Brain). * The brain of a
young man well built and perfectly healthy, but
who has been put to death by some violent means,
mast be crushed, with all vasculars and the spinal
marrow, in a stone mortar; afterwards mixed in a
glass retort, or in a large phial, with * Kaiser Karls
Hauptwasser’ (somewhat similar to our eau de
Cologne) and spirit of wine. This mixture is to
be distilled after having stood by for one, or better,
for several years.  The dose of this elegant
remedy was fixed at a tablespoonful.”

ESPECIALLY GLEET, BY MEDICATED BoUGIES.—
Mr. G Lorky gives a detailed result of cighty
cases of acute gonorrheea treatment with Reynoal’s
medicated bougies at the hopital du Midi. These
bougies are made of gelatine and gum ; the gela
tine forms the skeleton, the central and resisting
portion ; and the gum, mixed with the remedial
agent, is spread on the surface. They arc about
six inches in length, and of a diameter of about
one-fifth of an inch.  Their consistence varies
with the temperature, more or less soft; but by
dipping them in cold water they can be readily
passed into the urcthra without causing pain.
M. Lorey has found the opiated or belladonized
ones very efficacious against chordee ; ecach one
contained about three-fourths of a grain. Almost
immediately after the introduction of the bougic
the ercction subsided, and subsequent micturition
was less painful.  In the first stage of acute gonor-
rheea, he has obtained the following results: 1. It
renders micturition painless, or comparatively so ;
2. Itallays or prevents chordee. But, in the
second period, the belladonized sulphate of zinc
bougie has not been as efficacious as anticipated.
However, it presents the following advantages:
1. Its use is more simple than the injection ; 2.
Under certain circumstances it pernuts the dis-
carding of the use of injection; 2. As they re-
quire an hour to melt in the urethra, their thera-
peutical action on the mucous membrane is pro-
longed. The observations made on sixty cases
led him to arrive at the following conclu-ons:
1. The opiated or belladoniz+d bougies are indi-
cated in the first days of a gonorrheea, toallay and
prevent chordee, to render micturition painless :
they have a double action ; they first allay the pain,
and they isolate the inflamed parietes; 2. In the
second stage the sulphate of zinc, or the belladoni-
zed sulphate of zinc bougie is really efficacious, but
does not appear to be much more so than analo-
gous injections. In chronic gonorrheea or gleet,
their efficacy is unequalled by any other treatment.
The twenty cases submitted to that treatment all
recovered ; requiring, on an average, the introduc-
tion of but nine bougies.  This rapid curative action
of the bougies can be readily explammed Dby its
double action ; the three-fourths of a grain of sul-
phate ot zinc contained m each has an undoubted
therapeutical action on the chronically inflamed
mucous membrane ; morcover, they act mechani-
cally, by remaining in contact with the diseased
membrane, acting as an irritant body, modifying,
by its presence, the vitality of this membrane. It
might be suggested that the success of the treat-
ment, in these cases, was due, in a great measure,
to the hospital regimen, but this applies 4 fortiors,

to acute gonorrhcea. It has been objected that
this bougie might induce orchitis, but its irntiting
action is but temporary, and necessarily modified
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T by the belladonna; moreover, in the eight cases‘lgethcr, weigh only five ounces.  These loaves are
' treated with them, there did not oceur a single case | beautitully white, Jook extremely well, and have
; of orchitis.— Amer. Fowrn. of Syphitoyraphy and  hardly any taste.  Both children and adults cat
Derm., April, 1873, , them very willingly. In M. Bouchut'sward, at the
1 Children's Iospital, in Paris, thirty-four small
NEpHROTOMY.~—Mr. CALLENDER removed, lﬂSt,r loaves are brought every morning, and are looked
week, a large calculus from the kidney of a woman , forward to with much anxiety by the children for
about forty years of age. As the case is to be preakfast. They have been largely used among
o published in full in the St Burtholomer’s Hospitd | private patients, and no one complains of any dis-
. Reports, we give here only a short notice. “The | agrecable taste.  Five or six tablespoonfuls of vil
o patient was admitted under Dr. Andrews, suffering | may thus be given per diem, incorporated with the
o from profuse pyelitis ; she was very weak and | hread taken with the usual food.—Zaneet, August
’ greatly emaciated. By palpation through the thin | » 1853,
abdominal walls, a large, smooth, hard tumour

. resembled somewhat in shape a greatly enlarged
i idney. was at fi th at th i . .
kidney. It was at fust thought that there might Dr. Willard Parker, of New York, at the closo

. f} could be felt in the right lumbar region. It was -o- -
¢ rather clastic, but not distinctly fluctuating, and DR WILLARD PARKER ON CANCER.

]
b be malignant disease of this organ; but it was found o tiele ol cancers sums upb as follows :  Vith
. that at times the tumour increased greatly in size, fan_ article an can ””1 suins up as Ninsay, Tl
ing forward al he bili and the regard to trealment, I have not much to say. e
2 coming forward almost to the umbilicus, and then | < " oyed may be embraced under the fol-
suddenly collapsed again. It could not be dearly P S y * '
lowing heads :—

X : ;
- sed that this partial collapse of the tumom wa - . oo .
proved that P a 011ap . S 1. Amputation ; 2. Caustic applications ; 3. Com-
followed by any marked increase of pus in the wression : L Elsetrolvsis « 5. Medication - 6. Moral
urine, nor could any stone be felt when the tumour | {:rmﬂnoni o L CUTOARIS 9. " T
was thus diminished ; but there was a distinet |, : - s
as thus d ? ' In the superficial cancer of the breast it is very

¢ . - . . -

" history of renal colic, and, after full consid.ration | . o : ;

v , . well to use caustics. The same thing may be said

se 2 WS Mr. e . )

. of the case, Dr \ud'r(,\\s zu} d Mr (,‘all(,ndar came Fwith regard to cancers upon the face. The treat-
to the conclusion that the symptoms were due to | t with enusties in that rewion is soml suroery

v the presence of a large stone in the pelvis of the Ment Wit causties I Bhat reglon 18 govt' =UigeL)-

! L S "When the tumoer is sitnated to any extent helow

; kidney, and that, as the patient was evidently sink- . Ly
: . o T i the surface, the idea of caustics is bad surgery.

ll}gt ll]l:dtegnﬂ'li ?%ns?ﬂg ‘Illm(;g.f:f dptl]llsi :’)}:;i rf]l::)?.l‘:g} 1 Intwo v,as-:s which have come under m;: observa-
:ﬁ ht zhanzc (}Jf ll.:im; {‘I;‘ Cai‘lcnda)r’ accord- "tion, rne died within four days, poisoned by the
: : g} » made an incisi Y i the .t edge of | material used for the caustic application, and the
ingly made an incision opposite the outer edge of | Lo 0 505 0 S ome aliv
: the quadratus luinborum, nearly as if for colotomy. | ", bV eT Teache AET A0ME alLve.
: Oe qa al : i the 1 kun}, ]cfl y as X or o 0 0 ,) 1 WWith regard to the treatment by the use of com-
On reaching the back of the tumour, a trocar was I pression compressed sponges being usually emyployed,
introduced, and a quantity of puriform fluid drawn , T have seen no @ood Trom it °
i off ; the opening was then enlarged, a31d an oval | With regard ?ﬂ clectrolysis, T have scen nothing
calculus, nearly of the size of a hen's egg, was,, . "5 2 datever in its

stracted. Its weivht, taken roushly after the , it Yet to give me any confidence whatever in its
o ermtiz-)n' was twoL boux’wces fmd Oa. y nzlrter “ Tliz Yuse. I have nothing, however, to say against its
ope. o Ny 1 : I'ise.  There may be something of value in it, and
patient rallicd somewhat during the first two days, j . S Te,
' but quickly relapsed, and die C‘l’ on the third da | it should be thoroughly tried. The day was when
; ECK Y Telabsed, ¢ y Y- 1 no knowledge was had with regard to a successful

r Unfortunately no postmortem examination could , . o
LY T B ey . _ *method for the treatiment of syphilis, but now we
. ll)g obtained. —Drilish - Medieal Jouruad, July s, inow that by the proper use of proper remedies,
3 ! that disease can be cured, and charlatanism has left

NEw MoODE OF ADMINISTERING Corn-LIVER ! that ficld almost entire]y. With l'og;u'd to the in-
OIL.—Numerous attempts have been made to; ternal treatment of cancer, T believe very much in

render cod-liver oil less disagreeable, cither by gela- | 1t-
tinizing or solidifying it, but only with partial suc-

cess. The system of capsules scems to answer | I helieve that the day must come when some-
best ; but the great objection is the number of | thing will be accumplished by the aid of internal
these which must be swallowed. Now it would | remedies. Of the remedies now used, arsenic Is
seem that Messrs. Carre and Lemoine have con- | perhaps the one which commands my confidence
trived to incorporate the oil with dread.  Each , more than any other. There is anovther point in
pound of bread contains a little more than two | the treatinent of cancer which I conceive to be of
ounces of the oil or five tablespoonfuls, and three | great Imporiance, and that is the moral condition of
ounces of milk. Small loaves are also made which | the patient. T believe that it is impossible to cure
contain only two tablespoonfuls, and which, alto-' vur patients of cancer unless they are buoyed up by

INTERNAL REMEDIES.,

L Taae
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hope.  Their sutroundings should be of a chatacter| Now a few words with regard to the hereditary
that will give them the greatest possible amount of | character of cancer.  In the cases which are found
comfort and lappiness. Keep them in the sun-jin my fables, the cancer taint was present in only
light of enjoyment, for darkness is the soil in which | 28 of the whole number, 236, whose history upon
cancer flourishes. this point was obtained.

Within the last year I have been examining the
Registrar's Bureau of Stalisties in this city, and I

Now we come to consider an important question : | find, in & period of time extending over about 70
Do we accomplish any goud by operations ? weeks, there were only 632 deaths from cancer of

There are some who s2y, never operate. I think | all kinds and in all organs, while from pulmonary
this opinioni comes from the older members of the | consumption alone there were 6,219 deaths, or ag
profession, who are inclined to lovk beyond the 1 to 111, When compared with Bright's diseaso
simple performance of the operation.  The younger | it is found that about three times as many die from
men, many of them, say operate Tpon this qucs-’thnt, disease as from cancer. Irom the statistics
tion 1 perhaps can do no better than to refer you jof the Registrar’s office for the last five years, the
to the opinions of two men who are among the | following proportion of Americans and fureigners
most experienced of the profession, and who have | who died of cancer are found :—
had abundant facilities for mahing vbservations. I Americans, 68 ; foreigners, 154 ; negroes, 3. Sav-
refer to Paget and Sibley, buth of London. ages rarely have the disease.

Mr. Paget has shown, from his statistics, that the| It would seem as it this disease of the breast is
average length of life after an operation is 43| found in certain conditions of life, and that in these
months, and that the average length of lifo with- | conditions it is upon the increase.
out an opcrabion is 35 months,  Mr. Sibley has|  Without pursuing the discussion of this subject
shewn from his statisties that the wverage length of  farther, T will close by saying, that the conclusions
life after an operation is 33 months, and that the | to which I have arrived are chiefly as follows :—
average length of life without an operation is 3231 1. That the discase is not hereditary, or if so, in
months.  Here are the results of observations made j a very limiwed degree.
by two distinguished authorities. I think all that; 2. That the disease begins as a local disease
I am justified iv saying upon this point is, that| positively and purely. It becomes constitutional,
every case must be taken by itself, looked ab with | just as syphilis begins a local diseaso and becomes
all its surroundings, Lefore o decision is given either | constitutional.

TIZE QUESTION OF OPERATION.

for or against an operation, 3. That the disease oceurs in those of vigorous
The dangers in an operation are not great, if it is health, instead of being connected with these -on-
decided tu perform it. ditions in which consumption occurs.
The Lllowing may be regarded as the indicat” ns,; 4. That cancerous parents may beget tuberculous
when attenpting to decide upon any given case. offspring. That is, feeble constitutions arising from

The oldet the patient, other things being equal, j the eifects of cancer will not beget cancer, but the
the wore favorable for operation. Tt the cancer has | diseases which follow in their line are tubereulous.
extended so that we have seeondary cancer, it is not | 3. That the moral condition has a powerful in-
sargical to vpurate.  Therefore, when the axillary ; fluence on the development or the prevention of
glands are involved, or when the skin is involved, | the development of cancer.
and we have the local and constitutional disease; 6. I am very forcibly struck by the parallelism
Lotk existing, T regard il as unfavorable for anjand analogy existing between cancer and syphilis,
operation.  Wlhen the tumor is isvlated, and there | Both begin by local iriitation. Syphilis is inocul-
are no secondary manifesiations, the conditions are { able, but cancer has not been proven so to be.  In
favorable for an operativn, and the svoner it is per- | this respect they ditfer from each other. We have
formed the Letter is the chance of preserving the | secondary syphilis, and we have secondary cancer.
life of the patient. We have tertiary syphilis. but perhaps it cannot be

If a patient cumes complaining of an irritable : said that we have tertiary caneer, unless it can be
tumor of the breast, apparently connected with  said that eancer is tertiary when it affects the bones,
some disorder of menstruation, I should recommend, | as it sometimes does.
first, careful attention to the gencral health; and;  In conclusion, I have to say, that we must not
second, if {vund increasing in size, to remove it at | give this subject over as an unprofitable one for
once.  Thero is another condition in which ITwould  study and observation. Many diseases have run
operate, and that is in the sloughing cases.  Then | rampant which finally have been made to yicld to
it is dune simply to wake the patient more com- | treatment, and we may hope that the same thing
fortable. Tractically speaking, these cases do not | may yet be accomplished with reference to cancer.
belong tu secondary cancer, aud the operations u.rc’Thc wourk of the histologist and pathologist may
rot unfavorable.  But with all these cases we must | yet bring us into the light, and the day may come
use our own discretion.  Select the cases, and give | when we can say of cancer, as we now can say of
them the benefits and advantages of an operation. 'syphilis. It can be cured.—2Medical Record.
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TRAUMATIC DESTRUCTION OF ONE
CEREBRAL HEMISPHERE WITHOUT
FUNCTIONAL DISTURBANCE.

The eminent Italian surgeon, Porta, brought be-
fore the Institute of Lombardy, on the zgth of
December, 1872, the case of a man who, in con-
sequence of a severe injury, lost the whole of the
right hemisphere of the brain.  The unconscious-
ness lasted a few hours, but when the patient re-
covered his senses, he recollected being picked up;
and taken upon a cart to the hozpital.  He stayed
two wonths and half in the institution, the skull ex-
foliated, and the wound became fungous, when he
claimed his discharge, though affected with paralysis
on the left side, which had occurred immediately
alter the infliction of the injury. He subsequently
applied at the clinical wards of Pavia, where Dr.
Porta had an opportunity of studying the case.
Eighteen months had elapsed since the accident,
and twelve months since the closure of the wound.
The author minutely describes the integrity of the
intellectual functions, the amount of paaliysis in
the upper and lower limbs, and concludes by

dwelling on the three following points:—(t) That
the encephalon is a double urgan composed of two |
equal parts, and that, one being destroyed, the
other survives without functional disturbance. (2)
That in the different spheres of the cerebral, me-
dullary, and nervous systems, special and diverse
functions are perfectly isolated and localised, the
disturbance of the functions following localised in-
juries.  (3) That, in the present case, clectricity
diminished the paralysis of the arm, and that the
improvement would have been more marked had
the treatment been sufficiently prolonged.

The case is confirmatory of the well-known cx-
periments on the lower animals, from whom a
whole hemisphere was removed.—Zazucet.

ACTION OF ALCOHOL ON THE TEM-
PERATURE OF THE BODY.

Mr. Daub has recently been investigating the
effects of non-intoxicating doses of alcohol on the
temperature of healthy men, under the supervision
of Professor Binz. He points out that deter-
minations of temperature by means of the thermo-
meter in the axilla are not very satisfactory, since
in the course of an hour or two spontaneous
variations of several tenths of a degree may fre-
quently be observed. Such a method of ascertain-
ing the temperature may be useful enough for all
practical purposes for the physician, but the ac-
curacy is not sufficiently great for scientific pur-
poses. For these the temperature of the rectum
should always be employed. The best time for

taking the temperature is from 3 to 7 o’clock A.M.

The quantity of alcohol given varied from 3o to
110 c.c. of a 98 per cent. alcohol, with about double
the quantity of water and a little sugar, at about
60°F. In almost all instances a well-marked lower-
ing influence was observed, and in no case was the
temperature observed to be raised except in the
cace of a boy with osteitis about the knec-joint.—
Laneet.
——————

TrearMENT oF F1SSURE oF THE ANus.—A locture
on this subject, by Dr. Dolbeaun, is reported by
Dr. Osborne Powell.  Ho observes that each evae-
uation of the huwels is accompanied by a fieling of
soinothing cracking, followed by intense pain;
nevertheless, in many instances no fissuro can bo
found, oven after the most careful and minute in-
speetion.  Ie consequently regards it as of the
nature of neuralgia. It commonly oceurs hetween
the ages of eighteen and thirty, and mest freyuently
in women. In the treatment, the first thing to do
is to abolish the museular element.  Rdeanier,
whose name e inseparable from the history of this

fmalady, weil comprebended that the fissural lesion

is an element without importance, and he cnved
several patients by what he termed cwdonee il mas-
saye,  Chloroform was then unknown.  He had the
patient held by some strong assistants, amd he intro-

| dueed first one finger, then another, and o on, until
I he had passed his whole hand into the rectum ; he

then closed his fist an drew his hand from the in-
testine.  This wasa most rational operation, and the
employment of chloroform in the present day per-
mits us to practice it in a much less barbarous
manner.  Thus, the patient being put under the
influenee of chloroform, the surgeon mtroduces his
two thumbs into the rectum, and endeavours to bring
them in contact with the two ischia ; at that moment
one hears a strong cracking noise, and the operation
is finished.  The first stool after the operation is
painful, but this pain is simply tho result of the re-
gion being contused, and does not in the least
resemble the pain which characterized the spasmodic

attacks. The succeeding stools are without any
pain, and the -cure is assured.  (Med. Times and
Gazette.

TracueotoMy BY THE GaALvANO-CiurERY.—La
France Médicale mentions the operation of trache-
otomy as successfully performad by the galvano-
cautery, on a hoy, w®t. 13, who had a little pebble
in the trachea for upwards of a month. The opera-
tion was thus performed by M. Amussat ; a strongly
curved needle was introduced through the tracheal
tissue, comprising part of the windpipe itself; this
needle was furnished with a stout double thread of
platipum. When the needle had been passed
through, the two ends of the thread were joined
by being seized in a forceps which was in connec-
tion with a galvanic pile, and the section was per-
formed by the heated wire without the loss of any
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blood, 'The trachea was thus opened, and direetly
the foreign body was foreibly expelled by an excess
of coughing, Since this occasion the oprration has
been performed frequently, viz., five times by M.
Verneuil, orre by Prof. Voltolini, once by M. E,
Bourdow,  The 2modus fariends, however, of M.
Verneuil is somewhat different—he divides the
operation into three stages, and praceeds from with-
out, inwards. 1lst. Ho divides the skin and soft
parts ; 2nd. The trachea; the thivd stage is the
intreduction of the canula, the preeaution chiefly
o be bahi e ‘uv:fug that of ot iujuiihg the pustmior
wall of the trachea by too hastily or tuo deeply
entering the tube itself with the galvano-cautery.
~-The Doctar,

THE EXAMINATION OF BLOOD-STAINS.

A commission, composed of MM. Mialhe, Mayet,
Lefort, and Cornil, have furnished an interesting
report on this subject (Repertvire de Pharmacie,
July 10th, 1873 Progris AMedical, August z3).
They point out that in the present day it is no
longer possible, in the examination of blood-stains
in legal medicine, *o rest satisfied with the physical
characters observed by the naked eye. The
microscope, sometimes alone, but more often
associated with chemical analysis and the spectro-
scope, cnables us to obtain an exact diagnosis
formerly impossible in a great number of cases.
Two conditions may occur.

I. When the stain is of recent date, or supposed
| to be so, the red corpuscles should be particularly
" examined, and every care taken to preserve them
without change. The stains must not be washed
with water, so that the hwematine may not bc
altered.  After insisting on the microscopic char-
acters of the blood-stains, isolated or compared
with those of various animals, the commission
enumerate with care the fluids which are destruc-
tive or preservative of blood-corpuscles. Among the
first, water, and particularly hot water, acetic,
gallic, hydrochloric, and sulphuric acids ; and of
alkalies, potash and soda, even in weak solution,
and ether and chloroform, and many other reagents,
so alter the blood-corpuscles as to cause them to
entirely disappear. Alcohol, chromic and picric
acids, and Dbichromate of potash, preserve the
corpuscles, though they alter their form. The
preservative fluids are those whose composition
approach nearest to serum, such as the iodised
serum of Schultze, an excellent preparation, made
with amniotic fluid, to which are added a few drops
of the tincture of ioding, 50 as to give it the colour
of white wine ; or better, a fluid composed thus—
whe of egg, 30 grammes; distilled water, 270
grammes,; and chloride of sodium, go grammes;
or even a fluid containing 0.5 per cent. of chloride
of sodium, or 5 or 6 per cent. of sulphate of soda.

|

If the stains be wetted and softened by these fluids
and then examined, white and red corpuscles and
fibroid particles will be observed.

I1. In more difficult cases, when the microscope,
owing to the alterations which time has affected in
the heematine, can give but vague information,
examination by the spectroscope and chemical
analysis eznable us to arrive at precise results.
The use of these means, being less known and also
more delicate, requires special study.

1. Spectrum Analysis.—Colouring matters have
the power of absorbing certain coloured rays of
white light—the same always for the same sub-
stance. This is the principle on which spectro-
scopic examination is based. If into an analysing
tube filled with water a few drops of a solution of
hemoglobine Le introduced till it has the colour
of peach-blossoms, the luminous rays of the spec-
trum passing through this fluid present two bands
of absorption between the lines D and E of
Fraucnhofer in the ycllow and the green. The
same fact would be observed if a few drops of
blood were substituted for hzmoglobine in the
analysis. In a case of doubt, the hemoglobine of
the blood could be reduced by adding to this
latter a reducing body. Dlestroyed hwemoglobine
has a different spectrum from oxygenated hamo-
globine ; a single absorption-band as large as the
two former bands united, and & little to the left of
Frauenhofer’s line D.

2. In blood in a state of decomposition, or
which has been treated by acids or caustic alkalies,
hemoglobine is changed into a new substance;
hxmatine is formed, which, combined with hydro-
chloric acid, gives characteristic cystals. In order
to obtain them, we must proceed thus. A small
fragment of dried blood is placed on a glass slide ;
it is dissolved in a drop of water, and a minute
portion of sea-sult is added. It is covered with a
thin slide, and pure acetic acid is made to pass
between the two slides, and it is heated over a
spirit-lamp to boiling point. Acetic acid 15 again
added, and it is heated afresh, and this is repeated
till the crystals are obtained.  They are rhomboidal,
of a dirty brown colour, quite characteristic, and
require to be seen with a magnifying power of
three hundred or four hundred diameters. With
the smallest quantity of blood these two reactions
can always be produced—the spectrum examination
and the crystals of hydrochlorate of haematine ;
and they are so certain, that the existence of one
alone enables one to affirm the presence of bluud.

3. The third process, though not so exact as the
preceding, ought nevertheless not to be neglected.
If to a very small quantity of blood dissolved in a
little water be added a few drops of tincture of
guaiacum and of binoxide of hydrogen, a persistent
blue colour is immediately produced ; but this very
sensitive reaction can be obtained with other
organic matter, nasal mucus, saliva, etc. : it there-
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fore only gives a probability. We must proceed in
the following manner. A tincture of guaiacum is
prepared with alcohol at 83 deg., and gauiacum
resin; a mixture of sulphuric ether and binoxide
of hydrogen is also made and enclosed in a
stoppered bottle, and kept under water in the dark.
This preparation is less liable to change than pure
-oxygenated water. The object stained with blood,
if it be white, is put into a little cup, then moistened
with water to dissolve out the blood-stain, and
washed in distilled water ; this water is then sub-
mitted to the action of these reagents. If the
thing stained be colored, and the stain little or not
atall visible. it must be moistened and then pressed
between two or three sheets of white blotting paper,
and tried first with the guaiacum. If the stain be
of blood, a reddish or brown spot will form on the
paper. One of the sheets should be treated with
ammonia, and the stain will become crimson or
green. A second sheet, treated with tincture of
guaiacum and ozonised ether, will give a blue
colour more or less intense, according to the quan-
tity of the blood.

To recapitulate: 1. If the stains or scales of
blood appear recent, the corpuscles may, after the
necessary precautions, be examined under the
microscope, and their presence, diameter, etc.,
observed, which will enable one to diagnose the
origin of the blood, whether human or animal.
2. If the stains be old and the blood changed, the
reaction with the tincture of guaiacum would make
the presence of blood probable; but its actual
presence cannot be affirmed without spectrum ex-
amination, or the production of crystals of hydro-
chlorate of haematine ; one of the two is sufficient.
It is unnecessary to add that these reactions do
not show whether the blood is human or animal.
—Brit. Med. Jour,

———— ————

TREATMENT OF EMPYEMA BY PERMANENT OPEX-
INGs IN THE (CmEsT.—At a recent neeting of he
Boston Society for Medical Observation, Dr. John
G Blake reported (Bost. Med. and Surg. Jowrn.,
June 5, 1873) four cases, illustrating the good results
attending this mode of treatment of empyema ; and
in the discussion which followed, Dr. H. I. Bowditch
stated that he highly approved of Dr. Blake’s fear-
less method of operating in these cases. He thought
it was wrbng to allow a patient to cough up a secre-
tion which could be allowed to escape so easily.
Those cases where the matter is allowed to he
expectorated are, as a rule, long and tedious. The
operation, on the other hand, tends greatly to hasten
convalescence, and, thovgh his experience of incision
has been small, Dr. Bowditch believed that it could
be done with less danger to the patient than to allow
him to continue ccughing without making an open-
ing. Dr. Bowditch would urge an incision just as
we would open an abscess in the thigh, After using

the aspirator on one or perhaps two occasions, in
order to make sure of the existence of pus and of its
tendency o reaccumulate, a free opening should he
made, and no half-way measures in regard to the
establishment of such openings should be adopted.
In one case which he had seen, the very happiest
results had followed a three-inch incision.

In cases of pleurisy, there are occasional attacks of
orthopneea or dyspneea, lasting perhaps fifteen min-
utes, which are followed by an interval of perfect
relief. The dulness is found to extend only half-way
up the chest, and the examiner thinks there is less
fluid than really eoxisits. In these cases sudden
death from orthopnecea may at any moment oceur,
and thercfore in all such cases an operation should
be immediately performed by aspirator or incision.
(Med. News and Library.)

Redical Ytews and News.

Dr. Dalyrimple, M.P. for Bath, England, died
on the xgth of September. Our readers will re-
member that Dr. Dalyrimple lately visited the
United States, to inquire into the working of the
Inebriate Asylums there. This was a question in
which he took a deep interest

The International Medical Congress met this
year in Vienna. The session commenced Sep-
tember 1, with a speech by the Archduke Rainer,
in which His Imperial Highness welcomed the
visitors to Vienna. The chair was taken by Pro-

fessor Rokitansky as President, who delivered an
address. Special discussions afterwards took place
on subjects of sanitary science and general profes-
sional interest.

LARGE BraiN.—An inquest was lately held by
Dr. Lankester, in Paddington, England, on the
body of a boy 6 years ot age (son of a porter),
whose brain weighed, on examination, 530z. De-
ceased was described as a very clever boy. He
was preparing for school in the morning, when he

was suddenly seized with pain in the stomach, and
died about 12 noon. The cause of his death was
apoplexy of the lungs. )

MarrI1ED.—In Bellevilie, October 8th, by Rev.
W. S. Patterson, Baptist clergyman, G. W. Faulk-
ner, Esq., M.D., C.M,, L.C.P.S.Q., Stirling, to
Miss S. A. Young, third daughter of the Rev.
Sheldon Young, member of the Bay of Quinté

Annual Cenference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
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TORONTO, NOVEMBER 1, 1873.

WHITHER ARE WE DRIFTING.

Our last issue contained no less than four letters
from correspondents, complaining of various shades
of departure from honorable professional ¢onduct.
The frequeney of these appeals would make us
question the universal application of the quotation,

‘¢ Ingenuas dedicisse fideliter artes
Emollit mores, nec sinit esse feros.”

more particulerly as from the alphabet of letters
affixed to the names of some of the parties com-
plained of, we should be justified in presuming that
along study of a liberal profession (which alone we
should imagine could have supplied the string of
titles,) had necessarily resulted in a cultivaied
mind, and with that the other requisites for consti-
tuling a gentleman. "We had hoped that the more
medicine became cultivated as a science, the less it
would be practised as a mere road to a living, com-
petence, or ephemeral reputation; that with the
oxit of the mountebank at the fair, quackery, pure
and simple, had passed away. It would appear,
however, that we had indulged in an optimist mood,
and that now, as of yore, we have too much reason
for admitting
¢ Populus vult decepi, et decipietur.”

Perfectibility would simply be an utopian dream,
as it would be founded on a radical ignorance of
human nature. But we have surely a right to
expect that the general increase of intelligence and
sound medical education would to some extent
afford protection from the degree of empiricism
prevailing in the last century.

The communication from Tara, of last month,
requires more than a passing comment. If the facts
are substantially as narrated, the coroner’s conduct

is such as to demand a thorough investigation, and
if proven, instant dismissal from office.  This official
may probably urge that it can never be wrong to
follow conscience, let it lead to what it will, and
believe, with Barrow and ofier casuists, that “a
conscience, however crroncous, obliges;” but
although it is true that a man must fullow his
conscience when made, the guestion returns whether
Ie may not have had a trifle to do with making it ;
whether the desive to erush and disgrace a rival had
not been one of the impelling forces.  Bentham, in
his book of fallacies, thus discourses of the self-trum-
peter’s fallacy : ¢ There are certain men in offico
who, in discharge of their functions, arrogate to
themselves a degree of probity, which is to exclude
all imputations and all inquiry. Their assertions
are to be deemed equivalent to proof, their virtues
are guarantees for the faithful discharge of their
duties, and the most implicit confidence is to be
reposed in w.em on all occasions.”

The office of Coroner or Attorney for the Queen is
too sacred to allow its prostitution, and we cannot
imagine that the gentleman charged with malversa-
tion of office will quietly submit to the censure that
must necessarily follow Dr. Washington’s letter, if
the accusations are susceptible of disproof. Only
in the case in which a man has impartially dealt
with evidence is he blameless ; and blameable, much
or little as he has deviated from that standard.
Coronerships are not presumed to be given as a
means of cking out an existence, much less as a
tyrannous power.

The case referred to by the correspondent from
St. Jacobs, and another by an inquirer,—so full of
the milk of human kindness that he refrains from
giving the name of the offender,—may perhaps be
viewed as a belief on the part of these soi disnnt
medicos: that singulavity fills the general run of
mankind with wonder, and from wonder to admira-
tion the transition is easy: or a belief that by any
means “Il fuut vivre.” To such individuals the
reply reported to have been made on one oceasion
to an individual thus speaking, guilty of a breech of
moral honesty, by Talleyrand, “Je ne vuis pas lo
néeessite,” would be peculiarly apposite.

It might be deemed presumptuous to offer advice
to gentlemen who, for seven years, have never lost
a case of cancer, croup, quinsy, erysepelis, bronchitis,
cholera, &c., &c.; but at the risk of being held
officious, we will copy for their benefit part of a
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lottor addressed to a young physician about a
hundred years ago, even now however applicable to
their standard of the cternal fitness of things, by
the celebrated cowrt physician, Dr. Mead. The
entire letter is such a biting satire on the unprofes.
sional deviece of that, and this day, that we rcgret
having to abridge it. The curious may find it in a
work published more than thirty years ago, entitled,
“Physic and Physicians.”

“That which gives me great hopes of you, Dr.
Timothy Van Bustle, M.D., M.R.C., &e., &c., is
your resolution to go on and push into practice at
all hazards.  You know audaces fortuna juvat, the
more you search the less you will be satisfied ; and
when arrived at the top of all, you may, with Solon,
conclude that all your wisdom (eomparatively with
real knowledge) is in knowing nothing,~—whereas,
if-you only skim the surface, you will go boldly on
and fancy vour knowledge ten times more than
what it veally is. Thus, then, the great and prin-
cipal thing you ought to be qualified with is the
Sormule preseribends ; for form is now the main
chance, whether in law or physie, and without that
there is nothing to be done; this is the business,
the alpha and omega, the all in all; some will
succeed and some won't ; tis hit or miss, luck’s all,
you are paid, go which way you will. And now
you ave avrived in town, the first thing [ advise you
to do is to make all the noise and bustle you can,
to male the whole town ring of you if possible, so
that every one in it may know that there is such a
being, and here in town, Loo, such a physician. It
signifies lttle which way it be, so it be done, and
that your name be known and heard of. A very
famous oculist has told me that he must starve did
he not frequently put himself in the public prints.
The old and the simple, the riotous, the whimsical
and the fearful are your most proper company, and
who will provide you with the most business, there
being far less to be got by the wise and sober. If
your wife should happen to mind business in her
way, it will certainly also increase yours. Let your
religious and political opinions swim with the tide,
especially when fashionable. Let not your fingers
be sacrilegiously defiled, but be very gentle of taking
fees of tho clergy. Don Quevedo is of opinion,
that the best way to run into Lusiness, is to run
into debt, because your creditors will employ you
to get paid. As to putling this experiment into
practice, I shall rather choose to leave it to your

own natural genius to direct you therein, than much
to persuade you thereto, sinco there may be dangor
should it not succeed. The last thing T advise you
to do, is to geb acquainted and cheerfully to keop
company with all old women, midwives, nurses, and
apothecaries, as they will be ertertaining you in
‘the way of your business ; and as the old ladies are
most subject to ailings, they will be acquainting
you with the same, consequently you are to make
the most of it, and never to make light or slight the
least complaint.”

BLOODLESS OPERATIONS.

The method recommended by Dr. Esmarch, of
Kiel, for preventing hemorrhage during operations
is likely to prove of great value to the profession.
It has been tried in many of the hospitals in Great
Britain and Germany with great success. The plan
consists in bandaging the limb about to be operated
upon from the extremity upwards a short distance
above the seat of operation, with a strong elastic
bandage applied so tightly that all the blood is
forced out of it.
with steel clasps is then twisted firmly round the
limb just above the bandage, the latter is then xe-
moved and the operation procceded with. The ap-
plication of the elastic bandage renders the limb
quite exsanguine and the rubber band arrests fur-
ther circulation in the limb, so that the operaticn
may be proceeded with, almost without the loss of
a single drop of blood. Prof. Billroth, of Vienna,
has tried it in fourteen cases, in twelve of which the
result was complete and successful, the cause of
failure in the other two cases being the difficulty of
properly applying the apparatus so as to exercise
sufficient circular compression ; one of these cases
was disarticulation of the fomur at the hip and the
other an operation for the relief of deformity, avis-
ing from 2 burn. Operations have-also been at-
tempted without chloroform under the supposition
that local anaesthesia as well as local anemia might
be produced by the constriction, but so far these
experiments have not been satisfatory, the pain of
the operation being distinetly felt by the patient.
It has been suggested, however, that further ex-
periments in this direction should be made. The
plan of Esmarch has been put in operation in St.

Thomas’ Hospital, London, England, by Dr. Me-

A strong rubber band fastened
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above mentioned. Amputations, excisions and
operations for necrosis have been suceessfully per-
formed, not a drop of blood appearing in the wound
during the entire period of the various operations.
This plan of operation scems admirably adapted to
cases in which the system has been much reduced by
previous disease and where the loss of cven a small
quantity of blood may prove destructive of the
patient’s life. By thus husbanding the vital fluid
the patient is in a much more favorable condition
for rapid vecovery after the operation, than when it
is conducted in the oxdinary way, with the neces-
sary loss of more or less blood, and consequent
diminution of the vital forces of the body. Itis
& valuable improvement and cannot fail to come
into general use, and the profession owe a debt o
gratitude to Professor Ismarch for bringing it sof
prominently under their notice. The only ex-
ceptional cases in which it might be dangerous
o apply the clastic bandage are those where
amputation is performed for gangrene, or where
eptic abscesses exist. In these inslances some of
the poisorous material might be forced into the
civculation and be attended with disastrous results.
The plan of Esmarch will be found very suitable
for the removal of vascular tumors when situated
in the extremities, and especially when surrounded
by important vessels. The profuse hemorrhage by
which the vavious steps of the operation are usually
much obscured will in this way he almost wholly
avoided, and the safety and expedition of the
operation greatly facilitated. We hope soon to
hear of its being tried by some of our own surgeons,
when we will be in a better position to speak
positively as to the results.

. —

ALLEGED MALPRACTICE—NONSUIT.

At the late assizes in St, Catharines,}an action
was brought against’ Drs. Cross and Downey to
recover damages for alleged maltreatment of a
wse of fracture of the forearm. The plaintiff
(Theal) received a fracture of both radius and
alna about the middle third, by being thrown from a
vaggon. The fractured arm was adjusted by Drs.
Cross and Downey in the usual way, and the
ntient sent home, some distance from town, and

(ormac and others with similar results to those‘ first in an irregular way, but soon ceased, and

from want of care on the part of the plaintiff some
'displacement took place during the process of
consolidation, and the result was a slight degree
of angular deformity. He had very good use of
the arm, pronation and supination being quite
perfect, and he returned to his occupation (a
boiler maker.) Some particular friend seeing the
case told him that there was more deformity than
there shov'd have been and that there was good
; cause for action. He immediately discovered that
- he could not use the arm so well, and went about
till the time of trial with a gzasé helpless arm. At
the trial the plaintiff gave his testimony by which
he tried to make it appear that the Drs. were
guilty of neglect and unskilful treatment. His
wife and brother-in-law were also examined with a
"view to support the evidence of the plaintiff. |

Dr. Lemon, also called by the plaintiff, said that
| Theal called upon him ; did not examine the arm
carefully, but said it was a poor job; had since
examined it more carefuily and still thought it a
poor job ; there was greater deformity than usual
in a simple fracture of the forearm ; the bones
were not now in apposition ; had lately measured
the arm and found 34ths of an inch shortening;
| there had been imperfect treatment by somebody ;
 the result showed this ; had treated over a dozen
| fractures of these bones, mostly green-stick
| fractures (1) After fracture the arm is not always
perfectly straight ; but he had had no shortening
in his own practice. If the bones are properly set
they will remain so in this kind of fracture. In
this case he believed that had the Drs. adopted
the usual course there ought to be a Dbetter result.

Dr. Berryman, called—-had seen a good deal of
surgery at the Toronto hospital ; would not put up
a fracture immediately ; when both bones of fore-

arm are broken thinks it a good result when there
is supination and pronation ; thinks this a crooked
little affair; the only point, he believed was, that
it was said the arm was not examined for three
weeks.

Dr. Mack was next called—oplaintiff came to
his office and said he had something to show him ;
he demanded his fee before he, looked at it ; then
said he could not say whether the treatment had
been proper or not; cannot say there was any

vas told to come in occasionally. This he did at

want of skilfulness ; but the result is unusually
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bad ; the practice pursued would have been
adopted by 9 out of ro.

This was the case. The judge (Justice Morri-
son) at once decided there was no case for the
jury, and no need of defence.

Drs. Cross and Downey had called for the de-
fence a number of medical gentlemen, among
them Dr. Fraser, an old practitioner of the neigh-
borhood, Drs. Hodder and Camniff, of Toronto,
and particulaly Dr. Frank Hamilton, of New
York. All of these gentlemen were prepared to
swear that, taking into consideration the nature of
the injury—the crushing force —the bones in-
volved, and other circumstances, that the result
was unsually good. They had no opportunity
of closely examining the arm; but its ap-
pearance and the manner in which he used it
when showing it to the Court, were sufficient to
satisfy them on this point.

The kindness of Dr. Hamilton in coming, and
his patience in waiting some days are worthy of
great praise.

“ A correspondent says he cannot understand the
use of yearly taxation of members of owr profession
to pay examiners of students. Any person seeking
a Degree in Medicine should be charged sufficient
to remunerate his examiners.  There ave too many
already in the profession, not a country village with
{ifty or a hundred inhabitants, that bas not two
or three physicians; and as for small towns and
cities, their name is legion. I would also ask, what
Ls Registration done for us 2 we had to pay five or
ten dollars for being registered, and got no protec.
tion from empiricism, which is rifer than ever in
vur country, and we are liable for damages in suits
for malpractice, while the quack goes scob free. I
wish you would explain more fully what you think
of this taxation.  If it was forTthe support of the
widows and orphans of our brethern, I would wil-
lingly say put it on, and God speed you, but to pay
to glut the market with more members of owr
profession. I decidedly object.”

In regard to taxation, we believe it to be neces-
sary to the carrying out of the Medical Act, The
amendments axe, as a whole, a great improvement
on the old law, being xouch more rigid in their
action against quackery. If, from want of proper

support, the present act becomes a dead letter, then
will the country be over-run with every species of

empiricism. + Beforo the present ach came into forco,
there were about 180 students licensed annually,
and twned loose upon the community, and the-
crowding our correspondent speaks of is the result
of this former state of affairs.  Since the act camo
into force there has been an average of from 50 to
55 candidates only, who have passed at the annual
examination, and ave legally entitled to practice in -
Coanada.  This of itself shows a decrease of nearly
75 per cent. as the vesult of its working, and, in ad-
dition to this, not one solilary Xomcopath or
Eclectic has been licensed during this period. The
tax is very light, and will be the means of strength- |
ening the hands of the Council in the work hefore
it. At present it is too much abt the mercy of
the students, who, if they choose, (and they have |
threatened to do it) may refuse to go up for exam-
dnation, and thus defy the Council, and by cutting
off its only souree of revenue, completely swamp
it.  Now will the profession look coldly on
while this is being done ? and done it will be, sooner
or latey, if things ave not rectificd. We trust there

will be no opposition to the measure, but that all |
may see that it is the only means by which we ean
hope to kkeep within rcasonable limits the number of
aspirants to an already overcrowded profession.

A medical man, resident in Loronto, and having
a large family, has, through no fault of his own,
become very much embarrassed pecuniarily. In
England it has been customary in such cases toshow in
a practical manner, a feeling of professional brother-
hood, by sending contributions through the agency |
of some of the medical journals. It has been sug-
gested to us to make a similar appeal for aid.
Through motives of delicacy towards our unfortunate
brother, we have witheld his name. We can say,
however, that dishonored paper which he had
endorsed, and not any dissipation or other ex-
travagance, has caused the misfortune, which he
hopes to surmount by timely aid ; and were it not |
for a physical infirmity, which has kept him back,
he might have been able to have met his friend’s (%)
liabilities without' making this appeal. We shall
be happy to receive, acknowledge and forward all
contributions sent to us.

GanvanisM IN Posr-parreM HeyorroaGe.—The
application of galvanism in obstinate cases of post-
partem hemorrhage, and the successful results which
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