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If Iforget thee, O Jerusalem ! 1ot my right hand forget its ounning.”---Psalm 137, v.5.

Sermon
‘By the Rev. George J. Caio, B. A.,
FORTLAND, BT. JOIIN, N. B.

1t is'‘more blessed to give thanto receive,”'—
Aota xx, 35.
« Itis a very difficult thing %0 make people
believe this—but it is a thing still more diffi-
oult to make them practiccit. And although
this glorious truth carries with it all the
authority of God’s word, and is vouched for
asjthe words of Jesus by an inspired Apostle,
still we could easily find many who are dis-
posed to question the truth they contain, and
who- will hesitate before accepting it as a
foct that « it is more blessed to give than to
veceive. There are few, perhops, who will
doubt the declaration of St. Paul, that ¢ the
Lord loveth the cheerful giver,” while
many may be found who deny by their deeds
and lives, if not by their words and profes-
sion, that there is more blessednessin giving
than :n receiving. We feel safe in going
further and declaring that there are
many among us who would wax indignant if
apy doubts were cast + n their beliefin all the
.declnations of God’s word, who, nev rt-eless,
by seali. g up their howels of compassion
against their fellows, de-lare in the strongest
manuer pussible their doulits as to the truth
of the great principle laid dewn in the text,
Heach wil uppeal to his .wn experience of
men and things in the duily world he will see
how true this is. Are there not many who
profess and call themselves followers of that
Lord, who uttered these words, wh vet have
aever uttained to their trae spirit P-many who

that connects God and mam,

have never tasted the luxury of the cheerful
giver 7—many whose only happiness consists
in receiving and who never reaized the
blessedness of giving? Now the reason of
all this is to be found in the fact, that many

go far miss the real spirit of 1the text as to-

suppose that, unless possessed of wealth, they
cannot occupy the position of a giver. They
imagine that the possessicn of an ample for-
tune is & necessary qualification for those who
would aspire to the blessedness here spoken
of. They foolishly suppase that golc?o and
silver are the only channel through which the
heart can send out its symparhies; and hence
they deprive themselves and others of much
genuine happiness. They forget that eartl’s
noblesu givers have not been 1ts millionaires,
but men who gave sell and sympathy, not
silver and goid,—wmen who, perhaps, had
nothing to bestcw but kind loo.s and words
of comfort and cheer that went to the bearts
of a people and fired them with new life and
light. ‘These ave the world’s hest beucfac-
tors,—me who hame shed warnath and sun-
shine on its cold brea~t,—men who have
plucked up many a thorn from its rogged
pathways, —diied many a tear frem the eyeof
grief,—banishied many a care from the sore
rowing heart nd Giled mary a Pol of
Bethesda witl the Lealing wateis of comfort
and peace.

Let ux &y o illustrate and ¢ foice the
meaning of the text. It s m e biessed o
gice than {o reeape

The first prineiple or foundation of cur
Holy Reiizi o is Love.  Jtis the great band
that binds carth and Heaven; the great chain
We were made
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in the image of God. Our souls were stamp-
ed with the features of Deity. The attribut-s
of his natute were instilled into ours, Holi-
ness, Righteousness and Love were breathed
into our pure and happy souls, and these were
the cords that bound us to a loving God and
Father. But sin came and these were sever-
ed, and then the love of God was hanished
from the sinner’s heart. But in the Divine
hreast this holy affection suffered no decay.
God still loved tne sinner while he loathed
the rins that corrupted his scul. His love
foliowed the erring sinner down to his lowest
depth of degradation, anl when no eye pitied,
and no arm offered salvation, His eve pitied,
and the onmipotent arm went fo:th to save.
This was God's love and the salvation of our
sinful race was the channel through which it
flowed to earth.

But you will notice that God's love (like all
true love) is expressed in giving, and the
extent of that love is shown in the vnlue of
the gift. *“For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten son, that whoso-
ever believeth, &c.” The proof o1 God’s love
eonsists in the fact that He gave, and the
extent of the love was this, “ He gave His
only begntten son.”

And this is true of all love, whether in the
ereature or the Creator—it must find vent in
giving. It must sacrifice something for the
object of its love. And here we recognize a
trace of our high descent. Here is God's
nature speaking through curs. Here is the
Father's voice echoing in the breast of His
rebellious children,—for our love, like God’s,
must, when true and deep, vent itself in giv-
ing. Tt cannot live alone in the heart and
flourish, It Jongs to pour itself out in noble,
generous gifts of self and sympathy—it pants
‘for the blessedness of giving. In this the
human and Divine come pearest. ¢ Weo love
God because Qod loved us and gave His son
to die for us.” And the larger and more
God-like our hearts become, the more will we
feel constrained to give. The more will we
seek to imitate the great giver of every good
and perfect gift in His world-wide hospitality,

We estimate the love of God, then, hy the
gifts He has bestowed upon us, and, just as
the Astronomer, whose sou} s overpowered
with the distant and vast, c-lls in the aid of
figures to help his laboring mind to grasp at
the incomprehensible, so we, in our eorts to
fathom the boundless love of the Eternal,
have recourse to the blessings he has shower-
#d upon earth. Would you learn, O Chris-
tian, the love of God for our sinful world!
Come and let us go, in thought, to the scene
of its redemption. Listen to that song that
pours on earth through Auge's’lips, « 1 bring
vou glad tidings of great joy.” Hark, as
they sweep along the midnight skies of Beth-
leham, singing the glorlous anthem. From
~Heaven's Courts there burs's the glad news of
peace on carth and good willto men Heaven
is thrilled with joy and a minliitude of the
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angelic host strike th+ir harps over the lowly
cradle where lies the God-man in infant form.
That is God's love. Come and let us follow
that Saviour »s he sheds forth the eterna} love
on the sorrowing hearts of earth. See God's
love coming out in every deed of the Man of
Sorrows! In His words of comfort and
cheer, in Ilis deeds of compassionate kind-
ness, in Hi« heartfelt sympathies, in His
tears, His blood, 1is cross, His grave, His
empty tomb, His resurrection and interces-
gion for us at Heaven's throne. All this is
God’s love making itself felt in the person of
is dear Son who gave his li'e a ransom for
us; and in that let usbehold the greatest
of Givers, and yet the poorest of earth. e
says of Himself, ** the foxes have holes and
the birds of the air have nests, but He had
not where to lay his head,” and yet where
shall we search for gifts so precious as_those
that He scattered on Earth? He carried ne
purse, no gold, no silver, and yet the very at.
mosphere he breathed was pregnant with the
richest blessings, And what think you, is the
key to this wondrous life? What is the
magic charm that leads captive the soul that
dwells upon the life of Jesus of Nazareth? Is
it not that holy charm of giving that marked
His whole life on earth, and that still falls
like sunshine from the Great High Priest in
Heaven who can still be touched? And to
what features of that holy life does the weary
hearted on earth turn for comfort and aym-
pathy ? Is it not to the little home at Beth«
any where He mingled His grief and comfort
with the mourning sisters? Is it not to the
grave where the tears ran down His cheeks?
To where He pressed the infants of earth to
His heart and gave them His blessing? Yes,
as we gaze upon the portrait of Him painted
by the inspired four, we see no featu:es that
come s» closely home to our natres as those
in which His Divine character becomes 1nat
in the depths of His glorious humanity. We
read his biography and love to dwell on thess
blessed words, ¢ Jesus wept.” * Behold how
He loved him.” ¢ Suffer the little children
to come to Ms” ¢ TFather forgive them.”
Our hearts fill as we think of Ilim on the
cross, amid all His sufferings, thinking of
His mother and committing her to the care of
that disciple whom He loved. O, there was
love ! —a I ve that delighted in giving rather
than in receiving—a love that, when all else
had been given, withheld not life itself, but
poured it freely out a_sacrifice on the cross.

And notice that this must mingle in the
life of every true follower of Christ. Sucri-
fice is still 1 part of all true religion.

o ?I'is the deed and not the creed,
Will serve us in the hour of need

But it is not the sacrifice of sheep or
oxen, it is the sacrifice of seif. It 1s
not the giving of gold and silver that
constitutes the only happiness of the cheer-
ful giver. Something more is required be-
fore we can realize that it is more blesred to
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sive than to receive. The gilt must come
from the givers heart. ‘This is the true
blessedness of giving. It was this that gave
the widow's mite more value in Christ’s eyes
than the gold of the rich.

And if we turn to the world’s rongh every
day life the truth of this wmeets us every-
where. We see that itis only as men ap-
proach the standard of the Great Giver that
they realize the truth of the text that He has
uttered, “ It is more blessed to give than to
reccive.”

And what is that standard that our Lord has
erected? What is the example that He has
left us that we should follow! What were
the gifts that he bestowed? Were they not
to & great degree such as you and I have in
our power to employ? He spent a holy life
in the exercise of doing good. He cheered
the downcast and poor, and breathed fresh
life into their hearts. He gave time and
energy to the cause of truth, and the des-
truction of falsehood and error. He pointed
the eyes of all to the path that leads to hap-
piness in time and eternity. He disclosed
the true bonds of the world’s great brether-
hood, and brought into living exercise the
highest and noblest features of our humanity.
And to do this is still the duty of every true
follower of that Saviour—a duty enjointed by
Christ himself—a duty which the human
heart in its highest development finds most
congenial to its nature.  Are not those whose
names we cherish with the deepest gratitude,
men who have trodden in the gaviour’s foot-
prints? Are they not those who bave gone
forth with the welfare and happiness of their
fellow beings uppermost on their hearts?
Look at the spirit that animated the breast of
St. Paul. Was it not Christ like? and, in so
far as it was so, does it not extort the
gratitude of every true heart? 1t was
that spirit that braced him to endure and
suffer as he cid. It was that that sent him
dauntless to the throne of haughty kings and
Jjudges. It was that that carried him into
foreign lands with the Gospel truth in his
hand and heart. He wer.t not as a conqueror
to subdue kings and kingdoms. He went
not as the man of science to hoard up know-
ledge of other lands,.—not as the miser to as-
suage his thirs: for gold and silver. No, he
wert on a more glorious mission far. He
went to carry the message of God to man,
0 give tn nthers what he himself had found
so precious. It was this same spirit that
fired the souls of that little band of Christian
beroes, that went forth from the plains of
Judea breathing the breath of a new life
they had caught from the Saviour's lips. On.
ward was their cry, and onward was their
course. They had the love ..f God in their
hearts, and they must impart its blessings to
others, and life and death were crunted as
nothing in that strange and mighty onset.
Land and sea had no dangars to appal them.
The desire to give and to bless hewed a way
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to the throne of apposing tyrants. It proved
stronger than the spirit of *he world, the
devil and the flesh, and rode 1 triumph over
every foe. It was often crushed down, but
it arose again with the freshness of o new
birth, to pursue its onward career. The
fires of persecution could not consume it, for
it came forth from the furnace refined and
pure. It was trampled on by the foot of
earthly pnwer, but hike the sweet perfumes
when crushed, its fragrance grew stronger.
Kings and nobles joined haunds to press it
to the earth, but like the rich grapes, when
hardest pressed it gave forth its purest
juices. Such was the new Spirit that Christ
breathed into human nature. This was the
new commandment that he gave his dis-
ciples when he bade them live one another
and not to love as the world did, but to love
one another as the Lord loved them: and
we have seen how that was.

And, christian readers, i it not so stiil? Is
he not the noblest giver who imitates his
Divine Master in the giving of self? Is it
not he who holde life and energy at the dis-
posat of every gaod and noblecause? Whe
are the true heroes and patriots? And what
exalts them to the lofty pedestal? Is it not
that they are ready to sacrifice all that is
dear to self when the cause of truth and jus-
tice is in peril? And thus also we find it in
daily life. The man and woman who give
self are always hailed as the noblest givers
and are first to feel the truth of the text,
¢ that it is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.” Ask the mother who bends over the
fevered frame of her child—who spends health
and strength in ceaseless watching by ita
cradle—~who gives her own life for the
relief of her babe, and she will tell you that
the text is true. Go to the humble pallet of
the poor, wiere sickness and sorrow are
gnawing at the heart, and ask who are his
best aud truest friends, and he will point you
not to the rich whn sit in luxury and riot at
home, and send from groaning tables or from
overflowing purses for their relief, but they
will point you to those who have crossed
their humble threshold, and with a gentls
hand smoothed their rough piilow; to those
who have spcken the word of kindness and
hope fresh from the fountain of their
hearts. ‘They will tell you that there was
more true comfort inspired by the grip of
the haud that had nothing in it but the pres-
sure from a kind heart—mare consclation
in the tender look, and gentle word and
kind wish, of one who perhaps had nothing
else to bestow than in all the cold and formal
charities of the rich and great.

And Christian readers can we not all give
our testimony to the truth of this? Are
there not those kwown to you who are great
givers and yet poor men in all that the world
ca.ls riches? Are we not brought into daily
contact with those who muke us feel better
and happier? Men who shed blessings on
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:all around them, as the sun sheds its light
-and heat upon the earth?—who impart
kappiness to others from their large hearts
and generous sympathies; men who seem
to live in an atmosphere peculiar to them-
selves; who give jjoy and pleasure as freely
as the rose sheds 1ts perfume on the breeze?
Who give their word of cheer, as the lark
gives its song when it mounts the morning
sky. Like the fountain kept pure by the
flowing of its crystal waters, o their hearts
are made richer and happier by the bless-
ings they shed forth. Who will not thank
Heaven for such Christian men and women
as these, and join us in the prayer that every
day may swell their numbers? These are
the pools of Bethesda, in which many a poor
‘drooping heart has been revived and
strengthened and sent on its way rejoicing.
And many a Christian now growing strong
and great in the new life can trace his flrst
steps towards God and’ Heaven to the kind
word, or ook or smile that fell like a beam
of Heaven’s love dpon his heart. 'Who has
not felt the power for good in this Christ-
like spirit of giving? Who has not exper-
ienced the secret impulse given by a single
word that was like a pivot on which our
whole life was turned in a better aud holier
path? On that single word may hinge the
destinies of eternity,
© TFull many a shaft at randem sent,

Finds mark the huntsman little meant,

And many a word a. random spoken

May hurt or heal a iieart nigh broken.”
Tow wide and varied then is our sphere o

Suristian usefulness, dear readers? How

many ways of letting the Christ within us
be seen aud felt for good are within reach of
the weakesy follower of the Saviour? 0, let
us remember this! yea let us do what is far
better, let us reduce it to daily practice. If
God has endowed us with riches and plenty
let us recognize the great responsibility that
he has given with it. It is not ours to do
with it as welike, but to do with it as we
ought. And just as the bird has no right
or proprietorship in the wee in which it
builds its nest and shelters its young, so we
have no real ownership in what God lend.
us. 'Tis’ God’s and must be used, if rightty
used, for the furtherance of what is good and
true.  But if riches be not yours to give, O,
«ive what is often of more value by fur than
gold or silver—give the wurm sympathies of
a generous heart—give the true grip of
Christ an hotheriood—give your word of
kindness—your smile—your look of friend-
less. ‘These are yours, given you by the
hand that gives nature her power to charm,
given by Ifim who bends the rainbow and
hangs it in beauty in the heavens—who
gives the lark its song to delight the ear of
mnan, and the flowers their pe:fume to scent
the air we hreathe. Shed the hlessings, then,
of & holy Christizn lif around you as you go
on through tiwe, always keeping before you
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as your great pattern and guide the life of
him who has piven us this nssurance that
“It i more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.”

e () s

Morning Meditation and Prayer.

While I was ataying at Nailsworth it pleas-
ed the Lord to teach me a truth, irrespectiva
of human instrumentality, as fsr as I know,
the benefit of which I have not lost, though
now more than eighteen years have since
passed away. The point is this: I saw mare
clearly than ever, that the first great and
primary business to which I ought to attend
every day was, to huve my soul happy in the
Lord. 'The first thing to be concerned abont
was not, how much I might serve the Lord,
how I might glorify the Lord; but how 1
might get my soul into a happy state, snd
how my inner man might be nourished. For
1 mignt seek to set tue truth befure the un-
converted, I might seek to benefit helievers,
I might seek to relieve the distressed, I might,
in other ways, seek to hehave myself as be-
come, a child of God in this world ; and yet,
not being happy in the Lord, and not being
nourished and strengthened in my inner man,
day by day, all this might rot be attended to
in a right spirit, Before this time, my prac-
tice had been, at lesst.for ten years previous.
ly, as an habitual thing, to give myself to
prayer after having dressed myself in the
morning. Now I saw, that the most import-
ant thing Ihad to do was, to give myself to
the word of God and to meditation on it,
that thus my heart might be comforted, en-
couraged, warned, repreved, instructed ; and

that thus, by means of the word of God,
whilst meditating on it, my heart might be
brought into experimental communios with
the Lord. I began, therefore, to meditate on
the New Testament from the beginning early
in the morning. 'The first thing 1 did, after
having asked in a few words the Lord’s
blessing upon His precious word, was, to be-
gin to meditate on the word of God, search-
ing, asitwere, intoevery verse, to get hlessing
aut of it; not for the sake of the public min-
istry of the word, not for the sake of preaching
on what I nd meditated upon; but for the
sake of obisining good for my own soul
‘The result I have found to be, ulmosy invar-
iably, this, that after a very few minutes my
soul hasbeen led to confession or to thanka-
giving, or to intercession, or to supplication,
so that, though I did not, as it were, give
myself to prayer, but to meditation, yet it
turned almosc immediately more or less into
praser. When thus I have been for a while
making confession, or intercession or suppli-
cation, or have given thauks, I go on to the
next words or verse, turning all, as 1 go om,
inte prayer for myself or others, as the word
may lead to it, but still continually keeping
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‘hefore me, that food for mv own soul is this!eoul can he most eff~ctually performed, is,
ahjeet of my meditation. ‘The result of the |after the inner man has been nourished by
is, that there is always a good deal of confes- ' meditation on the word of God. when we find
rion, thenksgiving, suppliention, or interces- ; our Father speaking to us, to encourage us,
xion mingled witn my meditation, and that | to comfort us, to instruct us, to humble us, to
my inner man almost invatiably is even sen- | reprove ue, W may, therefore, - profitably
sbly nourished and strengthened, and that | meditate with God's blessing, though we are

hy breakfast time, with rare exceptions, 1 am
.in a peaceful if not happy state of heart,
‘Thus also the Lord is pleased to communicate
unto me that which either very soon alter, or
at a later time, [ have found io become food
for other believers, though it was not for the
sake of the public ministry of the word that I
gave myself to meditation, but for the profit
of my own innerman, * ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o
The difference, then, betw een my former pra-
ctice and my pregent one is this. Formerly,
when I rose, I began to pray us soon es pos-
sible, and generally spent ull my time till
breakfast in prsyer, or almost all the time.
At all eventa, 1 almost invariably began with
-prayer, except wren I felt my soul to be more
than usually barren, in which case I read the
word of God for fuod, or for refreshment, or
for a revival and renewal of my inner man,
before I gave myaelf to prayer. But what was
the resuit? T often spent a quarter of an
hour, or half an hour, or even an hour on
my knees, before being conscious to myself of
having derived comfort, encouragement,
humbling of soul, &c., and often, sfter having
suffered much from wandering of mind for
the first ten minutes or a quarter of an hour,
er even half an hour, 1 only then began really
to pray. 1searcely ever suffer now in this
way. For my heart being nourished by the
trutb, being brought into experimental félow-
ship with God, I speak to my Father ard to
my Friend, (vi e though I am and unworthy
of it) about the things that He has hrought
before me in His precious word. It often
now astonishes me that I did not sooner see
this point. In no hook did [ ever rend abont
jt. No public ministry ever brought the
matter before me. No private incercourse
with a brother stirred me up to this matter.
And yet now, since God has taught me this
point, it is as plain 16 me as anything, that
the first thing tie child of God has to do
morning b morning is o oblain foed for his
wer man.  As the cutward man is not fit
tor work for any length of time, except we
take food ; and as this is one of the first
things we do in the morning, so it should be
with tke inner man, Not prayer but the
word of God; and here agam, not the simple
reading of the word of God, so thut it only
passes through our minds, just as wuter runs
through a pipe, but considering what we read,

; ever so weak spiritually, nay, the weaker we
i are the more we need meditation for the
, strengthening of our inner man. There is
, thes far less to be feared from wandering of
rwind than if we gave ourselves to prayer
| without having had previousiy time for medi-
j tation. 1 dwell so particularly on this pnint
i because o] the immense spiritual profit and
refreshment I am conscious of having derived
from it myself, and I affectionately and
lsolemnly brgcech all my follew-belieturs to
ponder this matter. By the blessing of God,
I ascribe to this mede the help and strength
which I have bad from God 10 pass in prace
through deeper trigls, in various ways, than [
ever had before ; and after having now about
18 years tried this way, I can most fully, in
the fear of God, commend it. How different,
when the suul is 1efreshed and made happy
early in the morning, from what it is when,
without spiritual preparation, the service, the
trials and the temptations of the day come
upon one.~—G. Muller, 1841. P. K.

PR, Y—

A REMARKABLE DONATIORN.

To-day I have received one of the most re-
markable donations that I ever received for
the work in my hands. I am staying with
my family at lifracombe for cnange, of air.
After the large packet of letters which day by
day comes to hand from Bristol, a‘qdf which
this day alto came, had been yepiled to, 1
took a walk with my fumily near the sea, on
the capstone. 1In returning home, two gentle-
men, entire strangers, came up to me, the
one of whom said, ¢ Please excuse me, are
you not Mr. Muller?’ Haring replied to
him in the afirmative, he said, *1 have to
give to you some money for the Orphars.”
I then requested hLim o step aside witn me,
and to seat himself with me on one of the
benchesr close by, that I might learn particu-
lars. He now told me the following, which §
give as nearly verbatim asl can: I live
in tha neighborhood of M 1
am a business man, and what would he
culled, a hard-working business man.  Sorue
time since one of your Reports fell into my
hands, but, [ honestly confess it, I could ot
| believe that you did obtain your funde simply

—

pondering over it and applying it to our | in answer to prayer; I questioved U:l? Trutd
bearts, When we pray we speak to God.!ofit. However, the thing came-up into my
Now, prayer, in order to be continued for | mind again and again. While I was thus
any length of time, in ary other than a for- | considering whether God was really _\si!_h you,
mal mauner, requires, generally speaking, a | and whether you really obtained simply 'Ly
measure of strength of godly desire; and the | faith, and in anawer to prayer, t‘lxele large
season, therefore, when the exercise of the | sums of money, 1 heard of a certain property
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to be #0'd, which I thought 1 should like to
hay, if it were dispased of reasonably, 1
looked it over and had it valued by a com-
petent business man, who told me that it was
worth a0 much, I them zaid to mys2lf in a
kind of sceptical way, 1 will now see whether
'God is with Mr, Muller or not,  If I get this
praperty for so much (fxing a low price on
i} 1 will give Mr. Muller One Hundred
Pounda, I then inetructed a person to bid
for mne at the Auction where the property
was rold, at @ place at a distance; hut sn.
great was my curiosity to see whether God
really would appear for vou o this matter
that by the next train I set off to the place
where the auction was, that I mizht obtain as
early as possible the ivnformation, how the
matter wenld end ; and fund, to my great
surprise, that 1 had actuallv ohtained thie
valuable property at the exact loto price which
I had fixed. 1 was astonished. But I began
now to reflect more on the principles on which
you act, and I wondered that, as a christian,

or any one else could ea’l in question what
you sav ahout answers to praver; and the
more I cansider the matter and the more, |
read your Report the more I see how right
and proper it is to come to God for all we
need and to trust in Him for everything.
The conveyance having heen made and all
being now rettled about the sale, I felt it
right to fulfil my promise ; so my friend whom
You saw just now with me and I set out on a
tour into Devonshire, and then, on our way
home, called the day before yesterday at your
iouse, but found vou were from home.,  We
-stopped yesterday, Sunday, in Bristol, and
having there learned your sddress, we came
an here to Lifracombe to-day, for I wished to
know'you personally. After I had heard all
this, lasated to the dear stranger, that I was
ot at all-surprised at God's working thus for
mie, pince duy by day I sought His help, and
thus, in answer to prayer, obtained from the
monst unlikely persons, and entire strangers,
donations for the work. 8o, for instance, 1
#aid a3 you told me that you came from the
neighborhood of M , I had 2 letter from
« lawyer at M , not long sinee asking
me to send him a proper form for 2 legacy to
he left to the Orpbans, 88 one of his clients
{whose name he ¢id no mention) wishes to
leave a legacy of £1000 for the Orphans.
Now, ns far as I know, [am not personally
acqnainted with a single person at M .
nor do I know the name of the individual
whe purposes o leave this £1000. * About
¢his legacy,” replied the stranger at my side,
*rJ cau tell you sometking. After I had got
¢this property, and I now saw how wrong I
hed been in looking such a sceptical way
on your work, and there were no reality
in prayer, I decided on belping you further.
¥ thought to myseif, though I am a man
in healih and of midcle age, yet it might
be wellio meke my will and to leave you
£1000 for the Orphans,” I found out, to
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my surprise, that the stranger himself was
the individual on whoge account a lawyer at
M——-—. had written me, We now separat-
ed, the stranger atating that he would in aw
hour call at mv lodgings and give me «
cheque for the £100. He did 8o, and  wish-
ed £70 to be approprinted to the Building
Fund. £20 for the sunport of the Orphans,
and £10 for my own wersonal expenses.— (¢,
Muller’s Report for 1866. P. X.

—

BAPTISM.

The ordinance is inseparably connected,
and al christian parents ought o to regard it,
with the incombent duty of ¢ bringing up
their ckildren in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord.” If this connection is lost
dght of,—if it is not contemplated at the
time, and is practically disregarded after-
wards, the ordinance becomes nothing hetter
than a useless ceremony, and an idle and pro-
fane mockery of its divine author.  Much has
been said, and said sometimes very lonsely,
by infant baptists, of the rights and privileges
of infants, and of the impropriety of abridg-
ing their privileges, ard abstracting their
right, in refusing them baptism. But I would
have it seriously considered, that the right
and privilege are not worth contending for,
unless the ordinance be connected with pa-
rental instruction, discipline and praver. It
is evidert that ths pouring of a little water
on an infant’s face, can, in itself, do it no
good ; and as little would the immersion of
its whole body. ‘The mere external! recogni-
tion of its connection with the christian com-
munity, can be of no benefit, except as asso-
ciated witn subsequent training for the per-
formance of the duties and the enjovment of
the blessings of that community. The profit
to the chiid must be through the medivm of
the parent ; and it has long appeared to me,
that it is to the parent, rather than to the
child, that infant baptism is, in the first in-
stance, to he reckoned a privilege. It is an
ordinance, in which there is brought before
the minds of pious parents, a pleasing and
animating recognition of the ecovenant pro-
mises of God to them and to their offspring
which form so great an encouragement to
them in the discharge of duty, snd in look-
ing, by prayer, for the divine blessing upon
the objects of their tender love. That multi-
tudes who huve their children baptized, never
think of the ordinance in any such light, and
are quite regardless of the objections which,
I will, not say itimposes, but which 1t implies
and brings to mind—is a melancholy truth,
And I would earnestly admonish those pare
ents, of the guilt they are contracting, by
their solemn mockery of heaven, in the care-
less profanation of a divine institution,

* > - -

« How pleasing to the minds of the godly,”
p 4
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says Calvin ¢ aot merely to have a verhal as.
surance, but to bave it o rtified to them by
visible signs, (as in infant bapiism) that the
gruce of their heavenly Futher is so great as
to extend, not to themaelves ouly, but to their
offspring.” 1If christian prents do not feel,
as they onght, the practical encoursgement
10 duty, which the ordinance, as a recognition
of the divine promise, presentsand do not act
cordingly (and all of us must he sensible of
criminal deficiency) the fault lies, not with
the ordinance or with its author, but with
their own want of faith and of right disposi.
ion.—Dr. Wardiatw.

The MontHhipy RWecory.

MARCH, 1868.

During the Week of Prayer, at the begin.
ning of each year, the ministers of the dif-
ferent denominations have heen, in most
parts of the Province, hrought into close and
friendly relations. In the case of the min-
isters of the two branches of the Preabyte.
rian Church, this friendly spirit has in many
instances been kept up throughout the whole
year, and has found expression in occasiouval
sxchange of pulpita, united prayer meetings,
united missionary operations, &e. Such
friendly co-operation commends itself aa the
right thing to every pious and inteliigent
christian. Now, it is natural to raise the
question, rhould the friendhiness stop here,
or should it go ov to an actual union ef the
two Churches?  On this quesiion very many
of our penple as well as of our ministers, are
musing ; and, accordingly, we should judge
that it cannot Fut be interesting to all our
readers to peruse the following able article,
from tie pen of the minister of St. Matthew's,
Halifax.  Whatever view each ay take of
the subject, all must admire the esrnest and
decidea tone of the writer,

Union of Presbyterians,

I have seldom felt myself under so grave
& respon-ibility as now when approaching
and beginning to wiite on this sulject. On
the one hand it may be said, ¢ we are doing
well enough as we are cnd there is na neces-
sity for any change.’ On the other hand, 1
am strongly ot opinion that the time has
come for effecting a union between the two
great Preshyterian Churches in the Maritime
Provinces, and 1 know that others, who once
thought very differently, are now from var-
ious causes in favour of such a policy; and
to be quiet and make no sign is not the
soufse that duty in such circumstances dic-
tates, . To write and express such a convie-
tion and thus testits truth is surely my duty;
and I pray God that my brethren and the
readers of the Record generally may read the
words of this article 1o the apirit in which
they are writter. Iam aware that it is easy
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to talk of the feelings that actuate us, and
that such talk of itself goes for little; but I
think that my counduct in this matter shows
that I have no wish but to murch in line
with my fellow-churchmen. Séven years
ago I returned to my native Province filled
with an ardent lunging to see the different
memhers of the same Church, family re-
united under one roof-tree. The state of
feeling then prevailing and the eclements at
work on both sides were barriers that could
nat he ignored or overcome. Union was then
impracticable.  To talk about it only exas-
perated. Reconciliation was required first.
Since that time | have laboured in each of
of our three Presbyteries, have preached in
every Church and almost every mission sta-
tion in our Synod, have thus been obliged ta
study the question in the light of the facts
of the case from every point of view, and
though 1 have my likes and dislikes, and
prejudices and  Church feelings as much
as any Kkirkman in the country, I have
been forced year after year more and more
to the conclusion that union is the one thing
now needed hy Presbyterianism, that it would
do us all good and the country good, and
and that to oppose it longer is to be blind to
the signs of the times, and to be unfaithful to
the work given us to do by the Great Head
of the Church.

In the United States, Presbyterians never
divided irto hostile camps, hecause Church
patronage in Scotland was sometimes exer-
cised in a high-handed manner; nor hecause
of an abstract theory on Voluntaryism or
Church estahlishments or endowments; nor
because of a Burgher oath that no Burgess
in America was ever asked to take; nor be-
cause church courts in Scotland maintained
for a year or two views on Spiritual Inde-
pendence, that the highest legal tribonal i
Great Britain decided to be incompatible
with the civil rights of the subject. True
there are Covenanters, and Dutch Reformed
and other small Pre<biterian Churches in
the States, that h.ve grown up alongside of
the great hodies, and are composed chiefly of
emigrants from European countries ; but the
divigions of the great body have arjsen from
differences of opinion among themselves
chiefly on doctrinal matters less or more im-
pertant ; and the current of opinion now is
that even such divisions were unnecessary
and unwise, and that the sooner they ave
healed the better it will be for the causc of
the Church and the cause of religion. The
great convention in Philadelphia last year is
of itself a sufficient proof of this.
¢ In the Colonies—with one or two insigni-
ficant exceptions, Scottish Church divisons
have been faithfully and zealously imitated
in every particular. The battles of Burgher
and Anti-Burgher, of intrusion and nom-
intrusion have been fought over again it al-
most every Colony. The fact is to be de-
plored but bardly to be wondered &t whea
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we consider that so many of the people were
emigrants from the old country und of course
intensely interested in all its church ques-
tions. From such a heginning it was thus
havely possible to cscape.  Aud were Pres-
Uytertanism o thing mer ly Scottish, & plang
that would thrive only under conditions es.
sentially Scottish, it could not be helped if
this beginning were to continue to the end,
or at any rate until the divided Churches in
Scotland had come to see eye to eye. But
as we all think h gher things of the pure
Apostolic polity that is ours, we look for and
must work for a nobler history. In New
Zealand and all the Australian Colonies the
divided Churches have all reunited ; and,
while presentingan unbroken front, are bless-
ed, internally, with a singular measure of
prosperity. Whatis to hinder us from enter-
g on the same path?  The causes of separ-
ation have been tradition, prejudices, politics,
one-sided views, emnittered feelings; and,
higher aims, interests, and princip‘res have
been subordinated to those. 1t will do no
good to rake up the past and try to find out
which s.de has been most to blame. I be-
lieve that all must share the blume—where
blame is deserved—pretty equally;— some
in one way, others in another way ;—one for
this offence, another for that. But it is more
to the purpose to ask, are we not prepared
for a better sia.e of things now? Let us
Jeave the feuds that are behind and press
forward to the work tnat is before.

What would a univon imply? In the first
place, it would notimply a good many things
that some may pernaps assume thatit would,
The ideal kirkman might still put as little
faith as he liked in the ideal Anti-burgher or
have as little to do with him, and vice versa.
An universal cordiality and oneness of sen-
timent would not. be indispensable. No
congregation would change its minister, no
man or woman need have new friends instead
of, or in addition to, the old ones. All our
ardinary social life would go on unchanged,
or at least any change would be at each per-
son’s option.  Al: Christians know that they
are brothers and sisters, but they do not
give all the same place in their kearts, The
principles of natural selection or circum-
stances determine our set or coterie for us;
and in our own church there may be persons
we have a very poor opiuion of, and in an-
other Church persons for whom we have the
strongest natural affinity. When two Churches
unite then it by no means follows that each
of us is prepared to take every member of
the other Church into our confidence or into
the bosom of our family. We don’t do that
with all the members of the Church to which
we already belong. We would unite be-
cause there is no good reason for remaining
disunited ; because being of the same race,
and holding the same traditions and living
in the same country and believing the same
teuths, and loving the same polity, we could,
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if united, better promote a common caune,
All together we would not constitute more
than one-sixth of the population of the Mari-
time Provincesj—separated into two or
three, how can we even dream of the work
that every inan with the feelings not of a sec-
tarinn but of 4 national churchman must al-
ways have in his mind. We especially who
profess to cherislt the theory of a national
Church ough: to ask ourselves what the
theory means. Does it mean that we
are to admire it at a distance, across the wide
Atlantic, that is: or is its meaning confined
to the teinds of Scotland, or to possible fu-
ture endowments here when the skies shall
full und larks be caught? :

Again, union would take from no one any-
thing that he now is or has. Of course the
basis of union would he those venerable
standards that all Presbyterians cherish as
heirlooms and symbols, and no one would
propose the addition of a word that would
reflect directly or indirectly on the Church of
Scotland as she now is.  Would there be
loyalty and disioyalty to the Church in again
declaring our attachment to those doctrines,
and that government and discipline which
she has always upheld, and in seeking to
render them more operative in the new
world by combining for their support all to
whom they arc dear? Would such an act
bring on us the censure of the parent church,
or cause her no longer to recognize as her
ministers those whom she had ordained wo
the sacred office? There is no difficulty in
answering such questions. Those who wers
ber ministers in Australia are still her min-
isters, and should they return to Scotland
are as eligible as ever they were, to be called
to parishes there ; of ¢ urse a minister of the
United Church as such could not be recog-
nized as a minisrer of the Church of
Scotland. But that is simply our state at
present. She recognizes and can recognize
none of us as her ministers excent those who
have been licensed and ordained by Presby-
teries in Ncotland :—so half of our present
ministers in the Dominion eould not even be
cailed to congregations in Scotland. But if
any one thinks that union would bring him
under any disability, the matter could easily
be settled by a letter to the Colonial Com-
mittee. What the views of the leaders of
our Church in Scotland are on the whole
subject are well known. And as with the
leaders so with the mass of the rank and file.
In fact it is wonderful how little sectarion
feeling and how much Catholicity there is
in the Church of Scotland. At the last
General Assembly I met with a great num-
ber of her ministers, and the universal opin-
ion with respect to us secmed to be, ¢ well,
you in the Colonies are the best judges of
what you ought to do; but we are amazed
that you don’t try to bring about a compsa-
hensive Presbyterian union’—So certain am
I of the cordial concurrence of the Charok in
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eny wiscly considered union lieve that I'sate of religion anong us. Inour cities they
believe that they would not only express it ' are attended not by one-third, sometimes not

i words, but by deeds; that they woull i by one-tenth of the cougrepgation, And it is

grant us assistance thereafter in money if we
needed it for our weakest stations. Of the
advantages of a union I will nat suffer my-
relf to speak. They would be grear, imme-
diate, and lasting, but it is better not to
apeak of what is to come nor to allow the

- af our cities and villages that I wish chiefly to
"apeak; for prayer meetings in the country
- vary 8o much according to circumstances that
I'it is impossible to sepeak very definitely ahout
“them ; in some districts they are not held ot
“all, in others they ure held in the daytime end

imagination to describe the future for us. it is not wonderful that few besides the old
‘The evils of our present position,—our iso- . peaple can apare the time to attend them,
lation from each other, the small part of the | Where a minister's fleld of labor is very wide,
Province that we can even attempt to intro- : however anxious he may be to institute such
duce our Church system into, the enormous | meetings he cannot expect the people to come
expense that we are to the mother Church | long distances to them, and he cannot he ex-
without our realizing any corresponding i pected to take charpe of holf-a-dozen different
benefit for ourselves or for her,—these and | ones per week, or even per month, and he
others less patent but just as injurious are | may not have in the various sections of his
well known to us all. Should we make no | congregation men quslified to conduct them.
effort to getrid of such evils, and at the same | But in towne and villages where there are no
time present to these Provinces the spectacle | obstacles to tle penpls assembling on an
of what & well-equipped Presbyterian Church | evening for any purpose, we would naturally
really is? Ibelieve that the honest convictions | expect the great mejority of the congregation
of almost every one of our ministers and I to devole one eveniug in the week to a social
members are t?mt we should—I am more | religious meeting, and yet they don’t do it.
afraid of obstacles that may be thrown in | They will crowd to a lecture, to a reading, to
our way by a few men in the other Chureh, ) a concert, to a soiree, to a party, to a debate,

who have often enough professed to to be in
favor of union, but only of such ag union as
they would be able to represent to the
Tree General Assembly in Ldinburgh as
a triumph of Free Church views, Hut I
think I know enough of the great body of
leading men in our Sister Church to be as-
sured that no such sectarian feelings would
he allowed to come in and mar or put a stop
to the blessed reunion that must come soen-
or or later, and the sooner the better. We
desire a union in which no party victory
shall be gained, and whica shall endure be-
canse it includes all that the separate
Churches honour, because it gslls no one
with a sense of injury, inferiority, or of
friends or associations sacrificed.

I have nothing more to say oa the subject
at present. I hope to see in the Kecord ex-
pressions of opinion en it from others before
the Synod meets —and if we all come to its
consideration desiring the glory of God, He
will bring it to pass so far as it is gcod.
¢« If this counsel or this work be of men, it
will come to nought; but ir' it be of God, ye
eannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found
ever to fight against God.”

GEORGE MUNRO GRANT.
—— Qe

PRAYER MEETINGS.

Either there is not very much religious life
in an average Christian Congregation now-a-
days, or, if there is, the ordinary prayer
tmeeting i3 a failure in manifesting and quick-
ening it, I have heard people say that the
prayer meeting is a barometer of the spiritual
Jife of the congregation; and if it is, then,
from all that I have seen of prayer meetings
1 could wot sugur very favorably as to the

but the great majority seldom cr never attend
the prayer meeting, It is better in some
places than in ethers, hut in the best that I
have seen itis not very good, and in the
worst it is simply pitiable ; and what cow pli-
cates the matter is that many of the best
people in the congregations do not attend.
‘These are facts that cannot be explained
away, and I would like to ask if a better
state of things can be reasonably expected.
In Halitax we have a joint weckly prayer
meeting for the two congregations of St.
Andrew’s amil Matthew’s, and when it has
been thinly attended I have always acted on
the belief that the fuult was not the people’s
but the minister’s’ and elders’. About noth-
ing have ] been more anxious than to haveit
not ozly areality and a blessing but alio to
make it fully correspond to the actual relig-
ious life among us, knowing that if it did a0
it would also stimulate and increase that life.
But itis stll far from being up to the mark
aimed at, and the reason why I cannot tell.
As compared with many others that I have
aeen, it is in a high atate of prosperity, for it
is now attended by from 1060 to 300, there
are some fifteen or twenty persons who take
part in it, and the exercises generally are en-
gaged in by all with seeming earnestness and
delight, I write this article for the two-fold
purpose of agking hints from any one who
can give them as to the best means of making-
it better suited to all clesses, and se a better
representation of the whole of the spititual
life there may be among us; and also of teli-
ing others of the last step we have takea
ourselves to bring about the same end. We
found thiat there were some of the people-whe
wished it to be managed wholly by the clergy-
men, while others proferred greater variety
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and therelore a greater brirging out of the
lay element.  Starting from trat, we decided
to hand ever the first and fourth Wednesdays
of the month to the clergy; and the second
and third almost entirely to the laity; and
when there was a fifth Wednesday in the
month to have on it a missionary meeting.
Proceeding to a subivision, it was thought
hest that there should be something special
1o characterize each evening, and so it was
agreed that the dispensation of the sacrament
of baptism should be confined to the first
Weilnesday, and that on the same evening
there should be a sermon, lecture or address
by the presidieg minister ; and that on the
Jourth Wednesday great prominence should
He given by him to the reading of the word
of God, especially with a view to throwing
tight on large passages of it that might fur-
nish reading for a week or two at family wor-
ship. Then on the second evening the ser-
vices were 1o he entirely devotional,—short
prayers from six or eight different persons, a
‘ew minutes allowed for silent prayer, and
frequent singing. On the same evening a
subject was to be announced as a topic for
thought during the week and for conversation
on the third Wednesday., Then when the
third Wednesday came, any one might rise to
apeak on the subject, and there was to be &
hell on the table for the minister to strike if
ifany one should go cn speaking prasily
wore than nine or ten minuvtes, As a rule
wu desired speeches of five minutes in length.
Such was the plan proposed and it has been
in eperation three or four months. It is too
snon 13 speak of its working, but [ cannot say
that it has yet worked arny wonderful change
ot that there is any marked preference for
one evening over another. The great bedy
of those that attend one night attend every
night. I will add only ene word more just
now, and that is that I hope no one will think
that I look for numerous and interested and
spiritual worshippers from any amount of en
gineering or organization ; hut neither do I
think that dullness and routine will be bless-
ed by the apirit of God. We are inclined, I
fear, In things spiritual to excuse our own ig-
worance, or indifference, by pleading that
God alone ean do His own work He will
do His own work, but He will have
us do our work, and our work is everything
that we can passibly do or try to do.
GEORGE M. GRANT.

——Q——

(From the Charloltetown P. E. I. Patriot.)
8%. James® Church Sab. School Tea-Meeting.

Having occasion, recently, to visit the me-
tropolis of our Island, we were informed that
in the evening the Sabbath School children
of St. James’ Church were 10 meet, in order
%o enjoy a happy hour or two with their teach-
ers 2ud friends, and to partake of the Jea
and Refreahments kindly provided for them

THR CHURCH UF BCOTLAND

hy the Ladies of the Congregation. On en-
tering the large public Hull, securad for the
purpose, we were quite taken by surprise at
the scene which presented jtself, We found
the Hall crowded with a large nssemblage ot
the ladies and gentlemen of Charlottetown,
who embraced the opportunity of shewing
their interest in the success of the Sabbath
School, and their friedly feelings towards the
Pastor and people of St. James’ Church.
‘Tne children, of whom there were present
between two and three hundred, had just
finished their 1ea before we entered, and from
the appearance of the tables and the abun-
dance of all good things with which we saw
the old folks regaling themselves, it was
evident the young ones had a good time of
1. After this practical part of the meeting
was finithed, and all who felt inclined par-
took of the tea, and either thought or said
something in praise of the fair hands which
se well and plentifully furnished the tables,
order was called for by the Chairman, the
Hon. Colonel Gray, whom we were much
pleased 1o see presiding on such an occasion.
To manifest an interest in the weltare of the
young, to countenance and encourage the
teachers and pupils of the humble Sabbath
Schnol, is serving his country as certainly,
and even in a higher sense, than when en-
countering kardships and danger in the cam-
paign and oo the battle-field. Long may
the generous Ccl, be spared to preside, year
after year, at the meeting of the Sabbath
School Children of St. James’ Church.
Afier a few remnrks in which the Chair-
man expressed to the pupils and the tesch=rs
the interest he felt in 1heir work and welfare,
aud the pleasure it affurded bhim o witness
8n happy a meeting, the children were re-
quested to sing a few of their School Hymnas.
Lo all present this was a treat worth going
some distance for. Truly, the faculty of
singing is a divine gift, and one of the most
precious.  On this side of Heaven, what is
there to surpass, in sweetness and power, a.
concert of infant voices joined together in the:
hymus of praise? Hardened, and slmost
past hope is the heart which feels not strong
and melting emotions when lisping their
Heavenly song. For anout two hours the
company were entertained with singing, and
short addresses fiom Dr. Youny, the Super-
intendent, Mr. Kennedy, and several others.
At the close, prizes were distributed, by the
Chairman, to the most deserving of the
Scholars. T'he test of merit was not the pro-
gress made by the individual, but success of
the effort expected of each regular Scholar to

.| draw, from among the poor and neglected

outside, other children to sttend the school—
a happy thought, thus to atimulate ohildrea
in such a work. Several of the little ones
had to repori—or rather the Superintendent
reported 1t for them—that they had found
out, and persvaded to attend the Schoul,

some ohe, wnd others two or more, who Lavs
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continued to be, and are now, rezular in their
attendance. It wus very iuteresting to see
the little missionaries go forward to receive
from the worthy Chairman the prizes which
were so weil deserved. | It is but right to add
that the number of prizes was enlarged by
the nsual kindness of the distributor, and
also by the liberality of Dr. Young, who
joves to join in every good work.

Ata preuty late hour, especially for the
children, the company parted, pleased and
entertained and, we trust, profited by what
they saw and heard. May God bless thisand
every other Sahbath School, and richly re-
ward every individual who helps onward the
good word. A L.

O s

The Late Dr. McCurdy.

The lamented death of the above mention-
ed Christian minister deserves to he mention-
ed in a religious journal specially devoted to
the interests of Preshvterianism. The nu-
merous friends of Dr. McCurdy have, for up-
wards of a year back, been hearing with re-
gret of hiv delicate and failing heaith. More
than once during that perind has it heen sur-
mised that he would, in all likelihood, be 1aid
aside from his pulpit duties. But, still, hopes
were entertained of his recovery, and anxious
hearts were loath to surrender the comfort
which hope ministers to the afflicted. This
was especially irie on his return from Seot-
{and last avtumn. There he had been brac.
ing his enfeebled nerves by the mountain
breeges of the western Highlands, refreshing
bis senses with the lovely scenery of Clyde,
the fairest ot Scotia’s waters. and filling his
soul with the sweet emotions of Christian
triendship. On his return he had mueh of
the complexion and step of an eorlier period
of his life, Theze hopes, however, were
doomed to disanpointment. Such symptoms
were but the effulgence of asunset that lights
up the evening sky ere dark night drawsa
deep veil over the scenery of the world.
They were but the sudden and startling flash
of the taper of natural life ere it expires. So
that instead of celebrating his return to lite
and labor in our Father's vineyard, we are
now summoned to notice his demise, imper-
tectly estimate his character and express
thoze feelings of sympathy with his bereaved
family, which affliction claims of us, who are
*¢ 82ill in the body™” and whose days of * dark-
nesa’” are even now on the wing.

The deceased minister was one of a large
family in Qnslow, long associated with the
Preshyterian Church of this Province. His
connection with Preshyterian doctrine and
polity might be called traditional, were it

not, that his principles dwelt in a mind too]

independent to be submissively shaped by
* blood or by the will of man.” Licensed to
prexch the gospel in 1831, s period when a
ministerial education was much more difficuit
and a mircisterial career mors arduous, when

the prospects of personal comfort were faint
and few, the selection of such a life-work in-
dicated independence of mind and loftiness
of purpose. He was appointed in that year
to St. John’s Church, Chatham, New Bruns-
wick, where his Low has abode in strengts
up till his lamented death on the first day of
the present year. Duting the period of pre-
paratory study—that dream-iand so often re-
wembered and revisited by every scholar—
that time when the ardor of youth blending
with the novelty of fresh truth, fortms a scene
of enchantment, he tvas able to enjoy the
company and co-operation of his brother,
who had elected 1o seek the same hon-
orable work. For many years were they en-
waged in gathering the fruits of ministerisl
toil in the sister Province. They sowed and
they reaped and they rejoiced together.
While the elder broth:r, who still survives,
possessed the gualifications of a pioneer and
laid foundations, whereon others have built
noble watch towers, the learning and gifts of
the deceased fitted him for occupying the
high places of the field and maintaining it with
credit for a third of a century, during which,
his fire has burned with equal heat and his
light has shone with & steady lustre, The
deceased, though younger and physically
stronger than his surviving brother, has been
first summoned into his Master’s presence,
for wher the Rauler of all says: ¢ Come up
hither” * no man hath power over the spiric
13 retain the spirit” We are perpetually
reminded that * the race is not to the swift
or the battle to the strong,”

‘That great Scoteh divine MacLaurin opens
his famous sermen on ¢ glorviug in the croes
of Christ” with the remark : ' It 15 an 0l and
useful observation that many of the most ex-
cetlent ohjeets in the world are objects whoge
excellency dees not appear at first view;,as
on the other hand, many things of little value
appear more excellent at first than a narrower
view discovers them to be. "There are. some
things we admire because we do, not know
them, and the more we kaow them the fess
we admire them : there are other things we
despise through ignorance, because it requires
pains and dpplicatzon todiscover their beauty
and excellency.” Few can have failed to ob-
serve how lrue is this remark of the gharac-
ters of men. Sowme sre attractive at.frst but
their charms fade away und tl\%‘;becope
viewed, if not with aversion, at l1éast with in-
difference.  Other characters, not so attrace
tive ut first; are often the most dursble and
useful, their charms increase and time and
events develop new beauties. They bring
forth fruit in old age. Their ehining light
shineth more and more in time till it bursts
into the perfect day of eternity. Dr. McCur.
dy was all along a prominent man, a useful
minister, and loved and admired by his peo-
ple ; but he was aever more loved or admired
and never more eloquent in preaching Christ
thar when exhibiting the graces and uttering
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the feelings of a dying believer, His death-
ued was a loftier and more eloquent pulpit
zhar any he ever accupied in the active world.
Like Jacob and Moses and David and Si-
meon, of old, his pious heart attered a nobler
testimony, asthe cloads of time were melt-
ing away and the lights of the new Jerusalem.
the glories of love and freedom opened to
they eye of faith. In proof of this, we can-
not do better than quote the following beau-
tiful description of his lile’s close from the
pen of a friend.

% He was four weeks confined to bed, but
he was happy and cheerful, asking his family
* not to look gloomy, for there was nothing
sad here.” His appetite continued good till
a fortnight befere his death, when his stemach
became for the first time disordered. He then
telt that his time could not be long. He
took leave of all that came to visit him from
that time, speaking to them of their eternal
interests. Numbers of his flock came to re-
ceive his dying blessing, especially the young
people, who loved him as a father. Indeed
¢rom this time he was almost constantly em-
wloyed in talking to any oue that came, and
“ he must seeevery one.” All the clergymen
of the different denominations visited him.
1fe asked them to pray, and to each he would
yuote some passage of scripture ard plead
with them to preach Christ and rally round
Jesus’ prayer “ that they all may be one:”
< Lay aside your differences and work ta-
gether, for all must be one in Christ.” To
another he would say: *“ God so loved 1ihe
world, that He gave His only begotten Son
that whosoever, &c.” ¢ Rememoer the who-
soever ¢ let thot be your theme:” let none
want the gospel as long as that whosoever
stands there.” These solemn appeals were
felt by his brethren. Indeed his cnamher was
a sacred place but not & sad one, for he seem-
«d so happy.

His children were all with him during
rome weeks before his death. It was & great
comfort to bim to have his children to nurse
nim. He sometimes said: *“I have ali I
couid wish ; loveall around me.” Hehad no
pain but weakness; and the ccugh, (which vsed
10 distress him,) after he lay down, troubled
nim very little, Thus day after day passed
on. No complaint passed his lips but a de-
wire, “ if it were God’s will, te take him 1o
His heavenlv home.” A letter from his
tnother, in Halifax, came during these days.
When it was read to him, he was pleased
with the messages sent, saying: “1 will not
forget them.” On Wednesday morning, at
daylight, he asked what hour it was; when
told, he said: *Then God has given me
another day.” He seemed revived during the
day, snoke to each and took his tea himsell,
After tea he spoke to the children and Mrs.
McCurdy of that beautiful passage : ¢ Though
1 walk through the valley, &c.” One asked
him, **if he weuld read it to him.” He re-

plied: ¢ Ob, no! it can mever be forgotten.”

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

He asked to be raised up. He lifted his
head off the pillow and then kissed all the
members of his family ; then gave one hand
10 his wife and one to his sor, John, tarned
and gave Mus. McCurdy the last look, closed
his eyes and breathed his soul sweelly and
calmly into the bosom of his God. So gently
wag it that none could believe that he was
gone.”

The above interesting narrative is, apart
from the well-known 1ncidents of his publie
life, sufficient to show that Dr. McCurdy was
no ordinary man. There was something in
his very appearance and bearing, in the calm
and resolute way in which he expressed his
convictions, that betrayed a large amount of
charecier, Had these qualilies not been
blended with great urbanity of manners they
might have degenerated into an air of dog-
matism, but in bim they seemed simply that
steadiness of conviction which is an essential
part of a manly nature, He was free from
fickleness of judgment or capriciousness of
affection or changeablencss of purpuse. ‘I'hess
constitule a character that no one can respect
with satisfaction, or love with comfort, or
rely upon with safety. He was not & man te
be carried away with prejudice or with clamor.
‘There are men in whom the truth has takea
so little root by reason of the shallowness of
the sou! that an:id the excitements of party or
of numbers they can forget their principles
and their duties. The decessed gentleman
had his preferences, but he never fergot the
great principles of Christianity or became
blind 10 the interests of the great Preshyterian
Church. In him the acidities of sectariaa
feeling did not drink up the sweetness ot
Christian charity. The dignity and grace,
the feeling and propriety with which he con-
veyed the greetings of the Presbyterian
Church of the Lower Provinces to our Synod
in Pictou a few years ago will not socon be
forgotten. His majestic and venerable ap-
pearance added greatly to the effect of bhie
earnest and well selected words. One of the
happiest tarns in his speech on that occasion
was the allusion to his brother in the Moder-
ator's chair. Had his charitable feelings or
expressions on that occasion been, as they tos
often in such cases are, the ebullition of a
moment of feeling, scon to be forgottea
and which an excitement of an opposite
nature might turn in a totally onposite direc-
tion, they would be less significant of his
character ; but they were in harmony with
the visws and practice of his life. He had
sufficient loftiness of charaeter 10 rise above
the petty contentions of the hour ; and, gazing
into the untroubled regions of Christian faith
and love, maintain amity and intercourse with
miniaters and people of all denominations.
True 10 his Presbyterian principles be
cherished a special regard for the ministers
of our church in the sister province.

His conduct as a churchman does not in-
vite our notice, as he belonged to snwther
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denomination, whose proceedings itis not our
province to critisise.  Much prominence has
been given to him lately in coanection with
what is commonly termed * the organ ques-
tion,” because he was the first to use an in-
etrument in one of the churches of the late
“ Presbyterian Cnurch of Nova Scotia,” A
very similar excitement arose in the same
Presbytery many years ago, when a pitch
pipe was first used. Such agitations about
matters of unessential importance come and
go without making much impressien upon
the great principles of any church. Itis only
necessary tc advert to the matter in order ‘o
protect the memory of the deceased minister
from unjust imputations, It is weil known
that he was led into this measure from no
love of change, but from necessity—his in-
éependent judgment having led him to the
conviction that he was doing nothing con-
tracy to any law of the word of God or the
Presbyterian Church. It is no slight proof of
the clearness and impartiality of his mind in
this matter that he, in an isolated position,
came 1o the same couclusion and took the
sare stand as our Church in Scotland and in
Canada.

Upon the whole, our Presbyterian Judah
has lost an ornament, and Israel a father., He
needs “ no epistle of cemmendation from us,”
for his epistles are * living,”—* written not
with ink but with the spirit of the living
God—not in tables of stone but in the fleshy
tables of the heart.” We have not many
fathers and we can ill afford to luse even one
in these days when the old ciass of ministers
are tast going and evangelical truths are apt
to be kept back too much from the people.
Would that the mantles of our dying prophets
would fall with a doubie portion of their
spirit upon our young warrjors who are now
buckling for the fight. The Lord has given
us a b.nner; may those trise who shall hold
it up. P.N. A,

P L
‘Opening of New Antrim Church.

The following sketch of the opening of the
new Church at New Antrim, in connection
with the Musquodoboit congregation, is from
the venerable Rev. John Sprott, of Musquo-
doboit, who was preseat,

St. Paul's Church, New Antrim, Musquo-
doboit was opened on the last Saturday
of the old vear, by the Rev. John McMillan,
Theservices were suitable and appropriate and
cculd not fail to make a deep impression.
It was pleasing to see a spot in the wilder-
ness cleared and selected as thesite of a
Church dedicated to the service of God.
Tbe building is neat, well seated and well
fioished ; may it be long preserved as a me-
morial of the piety and benevolence of the
warshippers, 2ad be ths birth place of many

a3

souls to eternal glory. We hope that its
palpit shall be a throne of light and its pews
filled with devout worshippers. A minister
cannot have a stronger motive to o his duty
than to see his people in their seats anpxious
to hearhim. Prosperity never comes to peaple
who absent themselves without guod reason.
‘To be absent because there is a cload in the
sky looks as if their zeal had slackened. We
hope they shali hear the great doctrine of re-
demption and the duties of a good life.

‘Tne sacrament of tha Lord’s supper was
dispensed on the Sabbhath followirg. The
Revd. Mr. McMillan took for his subject the
sufferings and death of our Redeemer, a
t.pic which, like the landscape, i< ever charm-
ing, ever new. The miniater sketched rapid-
ly the apprehension, arraignment, trial and
condemnatizn of our Lord without the sho-
dow of evidence. He stated the sirong bus
ineffectual arguments of Pilate to vindicate
the innocence of our Lord, in opposition te
the Jewish Pharisees, going no further into
the character of our Lord than Pilate did is
saying more than can he said of the best of
the sons of men, yet it is going but a short
length into the character of our Lord, for be
was not only free from blame but possessed
and praciised every possible virtue. Pilate
reluctantly and basely consented to his duath
least he should offend Ciesar,

Mr. McMillan then took up the main sub-
ject of the sermon, the dignity of our Lord’s
character, the extent of His atonement and
the power of His grace, and directed us 1o
the sufferings and death of Christ as the omiy
means for the redemption of the world. The
sermon was plain, practical, and useful.
When he offered up the consecrstion prayer
that the bread and the wine mizht convey to
the faithfui the grace of the new covenant,
such a stillness prevailed you might have
heard the huzzing of the fly or the falling of
aleaf. Nearly seventy communicants msved
slowly to the Lord’s table. ‘The scene was
delightful,—the gray headed patriurch, and
the young man beginaing the baule of life,
the old matron and the young woman sat
down together to commemorate their Lord’s
death. The minister atter giving them some
sound consels told them as they have reeeiv.’
ed the Lord Jesus they must walk in him and
never to turn their back upon the cross ti:l
the angel of death should sound a retreat.
He then asked the Ravd. John Sprou, oge of
the oldest ministers, to conclude the services.

Mr. Sorott said he was the last of the old
ministers; all his early companions had nut
off their priestly robes 2nd gone home. Me
said, I stand on the isthmus of time and pro-
bably I address you for the last time; but I
hope through the merits of the Redeemer to
meet with many of you and fain would I ssy
all, in a higher temple and 2 purer worship.
The congregation retired slowly, saving o
themseives we have heard strange things to-

day.
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FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The following interesting sketch of the
Island of Erromanga is published in the Ite-
oord of the P. C. of the Lower Provinces.

LETTER FROM REV MR. MACNAIR,
ErRroMaNGa, August, 1867.
To the Setretary of Free College Missionary
Sociely, Glasgow.

When I had the pleasure of addressing your
Saciety in December, 1865, 1 forget whether
I then promised to write occasionaily from
this sunny clime or not. Be that as it may,
1 shall now take for granted that such & com.
munication will not be much out of place;
and if I only succeed in expressing myself
elearly, canrot be otherwise, I think, than in-
teresting to you, I shall also, with your
pleasure, take for granted that you have
hitherto paid little attention to this group of
islands as a mission field, and that, therefore,
you will not be offended if I should attempt
to give you an account ab nitio.

THE FIELD ITSELF
Consists of forty or more islands, twelve or
fourteen of which may be conveniently com-
pared with the larger of our old Mebrides,
auch os Bute, Arran, Islay, Jura, Mull, Skye
and Lewis, from between 15 and 20 South
Lat.,, and from bhetween 165 and 170 East
Tong.—in other worls 1500 miles N, E. of
Sydney, or 1200 miles almost direct north of
Auckland, New Zealand. No one at present
can tell the exact population of these islands.
It may, however, be estimated at 100,000,
THE CLIMATE
Cannot be very cold. If you, therefore, con-
sider the vast amount of vegetation which is
coretantly decaying as well as constantly
growing in the valieys referred to, you will
readliy come to the conclusion that they
must be capital generations of fever and ague,
and so they are. But in addition, there are
mary swamps or marshes, which are also
pruntic souic-s of the same malady. ‘These
sw.mys are formed by allowing fine springs,
which issue forth at the foot of the moun-
tring, to spread themselves over Jevel land.
The nsutives prize the swamps very highly
for the purpose of yrowing laro. But this
will lead us to speak of
THE FRUITS AND FOOD.

The taro resembles our home rhubarh,
There are two kinds one of which grows in
dry land, the other in the marsh, covered
with water. The root is large, something
lisa & Swedish turnip, but much tenderer,
and more meally and sausfying than even
patatoes.

The yam resembles peas or vines, and has
to be supporied after the same fashioa; but
tne root, on the other hand grows to a grest
sige, sometimes six feot in length, and twelve
o fifteen irchesin circumference. It is more
lthe our potatae in taste xnd colour than the
ard,

0
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The banana grows in greal abundance and
in great varjety. The leaf of the banana is
very large as well as very fine. The truit
grows in bunches, from the stem of the wee.
A tree has only one bunch, but a single
bunch may contain 100 bananas, which, in
form aud taste are something like a very ripe
pesr.

The bread-fruit is exceedingly pretty, both
in color and form. T am not aware that we
have any fruit at home like it, either in shape,
color or taste.  The nstives and most foreign-
ers prize it very highly, as they also do the
bansna ; for my own part, however, I cannot
say that I am too fond of either. 'T'he bread-
fruit is as large as a good sized turnip, or
nearly as large as one’s head. T'he tree it-
aelf grows to a large size, so that they oc-
casionally make canoes cut of the trunk. It
is }a handsome tree, somewhat resembling our
ash.

The cocoa-nut palm is a remarkable tree,
a study in itself. It would require a long
letter to do it justice. It is to the natives
what the reindeer is to the Laplander. From
its straight stem they can build their houses,
and thatch them wi.h its feathery leaves:
of the fabrious net-work protecting its young
branches, they can make clothes ; its nut sup-
plies them with drink, food, oil, material te
make their fish nets, and cinct to tie their
thaich and fences. It is one of the common-
est and tallest trees in this region, 'T'hese
valuabie nuts, in tens of thousands, are al-
Iowed year by year to drop and decay. ‘The
natives sell them to the traders at the rate of
half-a-dozen for a tobacco pipe. There are
many other nut, as well as apple, bearing
trees, hut the fruit of them is not very much
appreciated by Europeans, however highly
esteemed by the natives,

The sugar cane grows most luxuriously,
You may see the savage carrying his dinner
over his shoulder in the shape of a stalk
twelve or fifteen feet long, and as thick as your
arin ; and when ke takes it in his head to
commence the operation of chewing, or
rather tearing, he does so at such a rate, and
after such a manner, as to cause any one
who has had the misfortune to have the tooth-
ache to envy the freskhness and firmness of
his incisors, as well ae the strengith and
power of his gums and his jaw-bones.

The pepper, indigo, arrowroot, castor oi
plants, &c., grow spoutaneously. Pine ap-
ples, eranges and cotlon have been introduc-
ed, and they all flourish exceediagly, Me.
Inglis, ore of the older missionaries, planted
a few orange seeds about twelve years ago,
and now he bas, to speak after native fash-
ion, as many oranges as would fill the quad-
raugle of your college. Atall events I wish
one-half of your number were present to help
us to consume them, fer Mr. Ingliv’ injunc-
tion is aot to sparo the oranges but 10 spaie

qurselves,
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ANIMALS.

Thers is a great scarcity of the larger sort
-of animals on these isxlands. With the ex-
~oeption of hogs and fowls, there iv hardly
-any other useful for food 10 man, The pigs
- are plentiful an mast of the islands, and are

»Hid sufficiently cheap by the natives to the
wraders for tobaeco, muskets, powder and
shot, &e.

A few cattle and goats have heen import-
¢d by the missionaries, which thrive very
well, especially the latter. There is, how-
ever, no lack of insect life, such as fieas and
‘tlien, ants and cackroaches. Rats, too, are
sufficiently numerous, and more than trouble-
some.

PISHES
Are pretty nemerous, and the matives are
pretty ingenious flshers but neither in quan-
tity nor in quality are they equal to our nome
fish. Shell-fish are to be nad in great abun.
dance and in great variety, but I dare say their
shell will constitute ther chief value in the
-eyes of Europeans. "Turtles, whales and large
-sharks are occasionally caught.
FORESTS,

If you were to examine the tops of the
mountains from the Firth of Clyde to Cape
Wrath, I suspect you would find them com-
posed of several feet of moss, and in that
moss whole forests in decay. flere, on the
ether hand, the tops of the highest mou-tains
are covered with magnificent forests in full
vigor and blaem. The South Sea pine and
-mahogany, the iren and famous sandal-wood,
the stately palm-and the huge banian, grace
tkese forests,—in short, one of the drawhacks
<here is the dense woods and no ess dense and
hoge vegetation. Was the climate of the Gld
Hebrides once similar to that of the New? or
has the forest there come to grief? might be
a nice question for geologists to discuss, but
for us meanwhile it will be more important, if
not also more interesting, to consider the
genus found on these isles of the sea.

THE RACE.

In mort hooks that you are likely to read
on the sutject, vou will be told thet they are
Papuans of the Papuan race; but what in all
the world does that mean ? that they are im-
proved asses minus the tail? or that they
form a sort of intermediate species between
the higher kind of monkess and Hottentots,
that they have dark skins and white teeth,
and are bountifully provided with hair and
nails ? ’

Looking at a naked painted savage sitting
at a short distance, I confess he does not gise
one of the most exalted notions of humauity,
xiewed even from his physical side, but sven
be is deficient. Get him started 10 his feet,
and let your observation !e more accurate.
Mark how erect he stands—his natural posi-
%on tov, Can a monkey accomplish that?
Notice, tao, how symmetrical and proportion-

by

ate that form is.  Are M-aera, Darwin, Page.,
Lyell and Co. themaelves muca ah o of hinr
tn this reapect ?  His head mav not be se
large as that of Sir Jumes Yoing Simp-
son and Chalmers, nor yet his ‘forehend
so broat and high ax that of P, Candlisk,
Hugh Miller, and Sir Willia a Hamilion :
vet i is far from beiog ill-shaped, and .I-
shauld sayfar in advance of our Coanonght,
Cowgate and Saltmarket iriends. In short,
physically and impardally viewed, the nativer
»f these irlande, are I think, -very litle ‘i
anything behind ourselves.  We ure, indeed,
a little taller, but not mecre symmetrical or
t better formed. In the lanes and closes o7 the
High Street, Trongate and Sakimarket, you
will even physicaliy find verv bad looking
characlers, so kere on Mallicola and Erm
' manga you will tind suffictently bad lookiay
I fellows—devilishly so. I use the word sd-
visedly, as giving one the idea of fiends alorg
with their phyeical deterioration. But this
-will lead us to a short analysis of their

.MENTAL AND MORAL CONDITION.

In simple apprehension they are quick~—
but then * there is an end to iL”-~10 a proceas
of reasoning they seem to be strangers, and
reflection preaper appears to be at zuro with
them. Heree you have in these natives a2
parcel of big children, whom jou may lead
wheresoever you list—if so be that you
have first gained their confileree and goed
feeling. ‘They are emphatically an unthink-
ing people, and with the negation of honor-
able ambition and positive laziness, together
with insecurity to Lfe and property, you wax
easily guess their sad plight.

SOCIAL STATE.

Their houses are of the most -primitive -or-
der, very much like tinkers tents, both im
shape and size, open at one end and sume-
times at both, and no windows. ‘Ineir canoes
are of the rudest description—consisting of a
a sirgle tree hallowed out, with an outrizger
very rudely fastened to it.—"Tneir plartations
are small, miserably fenced and planted, and
as miserably attended to.  ‘Fheir elothing, 8+
regards the wmen, is simply ne:anve. the
women in general wear a kind of petticoat,
made of long leaves. Both men aad women
use paint freely, and-that cf z:cd color is most
popular. ‘They oil their bodies occasionally,
and wear ornaments in tne shape of shelis
round their arms, beads, shelis and livtls
smooth stones round the neck. Tortoise
shells, carved bits of sticks and tubacco pipes
as ear rings—together with a complement of
boar's tusks tied to the hair round the head.
In short, to see same of these fantastical fel-
lows decked off after their approved uotions
of fashion, with their paint and trinkets in f.1}
style, one would suppose that they had been
sorry that they had not been created with
horns and other appendages peculiar to the
lower animals.
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Notwithstanding many fears of war, there
are, in Kurepe, more poaceful signs, attended
by aalight revival in buriness.  Sc long as
there is suspicion of coming wae, capitel will
he withheld from the enterprises of trade, and
the masses wilt Le in want. What o pity
that the nations of the emth will not leamn
to be at peace! At present the spear is
not turned into the pioughshate nor the
sword into the pruning hook, butthe 1everse.
To expect induntricus people to work and
‘moneyed men ta give them anything to work
at, with so many guns and rifles before their
eves, is expecting too much of human nature.
Fenianism hurts business in Great Britain,
by disturbing the public mind. Yet it is
said that Irelund was never so prospercus.
Loyal people in the country districts are
complaming of the want of security, 7The
public mind is in a turmoil about a great
nauy questions. One of the evils of a free
country is perpetunl agitation. Theve is no
rest.  No svoreris une great question settled
than forth starts another. We are thus
doamed to unrest in this world. The great
-question of education is receiving much at-
tention, and a large party is in favor of its
‘being compulsory. So in these happy times
children are to be educated whether they or
their parents will or not, and we are now en-
tering upon a golden period, when good
reading, good writing, good spelling and good
cyphering will be universal, an error in gram-
aer will be unknown, and nothing will be
heard in the street or the ficld but the purest
diction, the most unassailuble logie, the most
perfect grammar and the most sublime anth-
metic.

Another important question at present is
the permanence of the Protestant Church of
Ireland. A commission is now enquiring
into the relative strength of that Church with
zeference to the population. Its friends and
foes are preparing for a conflict, the ultimate
issus of which will probably be its downfall.
Fenianism will frizhten the Xinglish public
into & measure to which nothing else would
ever have reconciled them. I's state is so
aroaialous that by disendowment it will be-
come stronger than ever and Popery will lose
a grievance, upon which agitators have per-
petually harped. Many of the Catholics do
not wish the revenues of the Irish Church.
They prefer voluntaryism, whichis more akin
to bigotry and conducive to power over the
wmasses.

A new Bishop is to be conseerated for
Natal, in place of Colenzo, but as no man-
damus can be obtained from the Queen, and
a consecration in England would be illegal
it has been decided to hold it in Scotland,
wgainst which Dean Ramsay and two others
hare protested. Mr. Macrory, the Bishop
elect, is fzom Oxford, and is probably a very

‘decided high-churchinan, so that, bad as

[NE CBUURCH OF #COTLAND

Calenzo is, they may have gained very little
by the change.” The half-way house to infi-
delity is quite as respectable ns the hali-way
houre to Rome, where ignorance and crime
abound. Jt is now positively statcd that the
Bishop of Oxford has apestatised to Rome:
so that now all the, sons of the late disting-
uished and pious Mr, Wilberforce, who by
his eloquent advocacy did so much for the lib-
eration ofthe slave, and, by his “practical view
of Christianity,” so much for true godliness,
are become Romanists. People wonder at
such changes ameng men of education and
inteiligence ; but it is precisely their educa-
tion and their intelligence that are to blame
for them. If men are placed where they
learn a wrong education and receive wrong
principles, the more intelligence they have
the more earnestly they will reason from
those principles. ~When once high-church
principles are adopted by any man, if he is a
man of honesty and intelligence he will soon
go to Rome.” High-church principles ave
essentially popery. 'There is only one escape
from the consequences, and that is a surren-
der of the principles. Onece such principles
have been adopted then such a man should
join the Pope, and all true friends of the
Church of England will wish such false
fiiends to leave her. Such defections will ba
a source of strength and will prompt the
evangelical party to take a firmer stand, of
which even now there are indications. What
a pity that the great and noble Church of
England woula not return to the principles
of the Reformation! We could never quarrel
with episcupal principles moderately beld,
but no church can remain evangelical that
exalts the sacraments at the expense of the
gospel. Paul did not; but put them lower;
and so should we.

The Queen’s book, containing a journal of
her and the late Prince Albe:t’s visits t2 the
Highlands, has met with an immense sale in
a very short time and has already realized a
very large profit for the publisher. 1t is to
be translated into French, and will, no doubt,
be very attractive to that susceptible race of
people, the democrats of whom may learn,
that all kings and queens are not monsters,
but beings full of the milk of human
kindness, and fine specimens of cultivated
human nature. The book indicates on the
part of her Majesty a strong love «f the
Highlands and’ Mighlanders. While the
domestic affections appear Lo be a very strong
element in her character, still there are many
indications of 2 mind capable of forming an
accurate judgment npon the politics «f na-
tions and their leading characters.  Many of
the descriptions of scenery are capital word-
sketches. References to r ligion come 1n
naturally, and the utterances are as unai’e t:d
specimens of true religious fecling as are to
be found in any religious autobicgrapby and
vastly more like sincerity than in many of

them The diction is pure, natural and easy.
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"It possesses a cnversational case and diver-
sity, withont sinking into drivel; and has all
the beauty of the conversational diction of
the highest grades of good society—to he
learned not from books alone nor from sr-
ciety alone; but from books and society.
‘The propriety and simplicty with which Her
ajesty conforms Lo Scottish worship when
in Scotland must please every friend of true
religion—every true Christian who values the
spirit and not the letter; and yet a certain
party can sce nothing admirable but every-
thing culpable in this. They have done this
often before, and true to their interests they
have done it again; that is—the high-church
party in the Church of Ingland—the party
who have no right to be in the Church of
¥ngland-the party who unchurch all churches
but the Church of Rowme, whe:e they are fast
going—the party who are the great schis-
maties of moadern Christendom, in having
separated themselves from the Reformed
Church of Burope and America. No minds
but such as are diseased with devouring old
rotten parbage could find fault with the
simple and enlightened piety in which our
beloved sovereign worships in Sootland, in
the simple forms of Scottish ritual, the same
Saviour whom in England she worships un-
der a vaulted cathedral and in different forms.
“To the pure all things are pure.”

'The organ question is at present before the
Presbyterian  Church of Canada. XKnox's
Church in Montreal introduced an organ,
which the Synod decided against until the
Presbyteries of the Church had been consult-
ed. ‘The decisions in the Presbyteries have
on the whole been favorable. The prepon-
derance has been on that side—uot in favor
of the organ--for that is nat the question,
but in favor of its permission under restric-
tions. 'The result will not, however, be per-
feetly known for a few months, when the
Synod wiil baltnee opinions.

‘The propesed unwon bevween the Usited
>resbyterian and Free Churches in Scotland
is indetinitely postpored by the determined
apposition of the Begg and Gibson party.
Overtures against it have been seut up to the
Free Assembly by the friends of union then-
selves, who dread the consequences. The
iinglish Presbyterians are moving now for a
separate union in Englined, despatring of one
in Scotland. They shoutd never nave wied
anyihing else. The right idea is an Koglish
Presbyterian Church and a Seottish Presby-
tertan Church, and thus shall wehave two great
bulwarks against open and disguised papery.
The scattered churches in onr connexion m
Lingland, with Dr. Cumming at their head,
who have never been anything but in a dying
state to please the.Church of Kngland and a
few old con<titutional moderators in Scotland,
who annually make a speech deprecating
doing enything agoinst the “ sister establish
ment,” for which they have been weil reward-
«d by an incorporation of the Scottish Epis-

~
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copal Church with the Church of Eagland
and a steady attempt on the part of Koglisk
Fipiscopalians to have & firm footing in Sgot-
land—these few and scattered congregations
ought surely to join with their brethren and
go hand in hand in raising up an independ-
ant Boglish Presbyterian Church—a church
not hampered by Scottish peculiavities an.l
prejudices, which may do for Scotland bus
are vexatious and obstructive anywhere else.
"The *union” agitation must, however, leave
an element of strife in the Free Church of
Scotland. The union party will surrender
theit purpose with reluctance and must
cherish in bitter remembrance the conduct of
the party who prevented it.

The trustees of the late John Henderson,
Bsq., of Park, who gave tens of thousands for
good objects during his life, have intimated
that they will be prepared in May next,to hand
over to the Foreign Missions of the United
Presbyterian Church £20,000 stg., free of
fegacy duty. Also in 1871, the same church
for the same object will enter upon an annual
yvielding of £1500 sterling, being the fruite
of another bequest. Such liberality is truly
noble and is an encouraging fecture in our
time. In this Province it is far too rare.
We have heard nothing more of the Medical
School in Halifax. We hope it has not been
lost sight of. The Presbyterians of Ohio
adopted lately a plan to draw out the liberal-
ity of the public, the result of which shows
the value that eities in the United States
place upon the establishment of a college in
their midst. They offered to put the college
in that city, which would provide £100,008
for the erection of the building. Wooster pro-
vided the needful sum and obtained the cov-
cted advantage.

A curious story of a bequest has been
going the rounds of the British papers. It
seems a Dr. Milne, «f Bombay, left some
vears ago £100,000 for the assistance of
School-teachers in his native County of Ayr.
It would have yielded £100 a piece for all
the School-masters of that County—no small
gift. 1t would have made Ayrshire a school-
master’s paradise. Iowever, Dr. Milne was
not orthodox and they would not take it!
And no one knows what has become of it.
‘There are two mysteries in the case—flrst,
that they would not take it, and secondly,
who took it? The first is the greater of the
two. If Dr. Milne was a bad manand want-
ed to do a good action, it is difficult to see
why he should not have been encouraged to
do it. If none but the orthodox are to do
good, beneficence will soon become very
scarce, we fear. .

The dearh of Principal Sir David Brewstet.
is announced.at the ripe age of 85. He was,
a man of great ability and scientific fameg,
belonging to u talent+d family, a'l of whom
were in the church. We are reminded of
him whenever we use those familia toys.—
the kaleidescope and the sterevscope, off
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whiz he wastheinventor. There is scarcely
¥oxm for doubt that another distinguished
man, whe was thought to have heen dead, is
* wtill alive. Every additional information
esnfirms this opinfon. 1t is to be hoped that
his country wil; have the honor and pleasure
of welcoming to her shores the greatest of
African explorers—the great Dr. Livingstone.
AP
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Itoms of Intelligence.

TrE Rev. Mr. McMillan, of Earltown, has
received a unanimous call from the congre-
gation of Saltsprings, and has signified his
intention to accept of the same.

TaE Rev. Mr, Brodie, of Cape Breton, has
raceived a unanimous cal! from the congre-
gation of Gairloech, Mr. Brodie net being
present at the meeting of Presbytery at
which the call was presented, his decision is
mot definitely known,

TaE Rev. James McDonald, we are given
te understand, and his many friends in the
Presbytery of Pictou will be glad to hear, is
fikely to return to this country .chertly, and
resume his labours here. The call to a con.
gregation in Scotland, referred te in our last,
seems to have been declined.

TENDERS have been given out for the
‘Wallace Manse, and the building will be pro-
ceeded with immediately. It is expected to
be finished by the Fall.

DURING the past month the Rev. M.
Anderson has been visited by various sur-
prive parties, from Wallace Village, River
Philip, Fox Harbour, from the Guif, &c,
who have enriched his temporary residence
by donations of many useful and valuakle
erticles, The neighbouring congregation of
the Tatamagouche Kirk has also lent a help-
fng hand ; one of itsleading men, well known
for bie genial friendliness and large heated-
ness, having, a few davs after the §re, visited
Mr. Anderson and nanded him the very
hardsome donation of $20.

THE Rev. Alex. McWilliam, we observe
from an Island paper, was presented with a
New Year's gift, of the value of £7, by the
New Perth section of his congregation, and
Wy friends in that neighbourhaod.

Tae Rev. Mr. Philip, of Alhior Mines,
WA in the end of February on a visit to
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Scotland. The Rev. Mr, McCunn, Rivee

John, has also ohtained leave of aheenes for
3 months, and will likely leave about the end
of March,

— () s
Prosbytery Appointmeunts.

ALBION MINES,
8th March—Mr. Pollok, evening.

15th  « Mr. McCuun,
29th ¢« Mr, Stewart,
12th  April—Mr. Pollok,
26th % Mr. McGregor,
10th May — Mr, Herdman,

M. Herdman, evening.
RIVER JOHN,

19th  April—Mr. Anderson,
1st 8ab. May, Mr. McMilian,
8rd do. Mr. Goodwill,
5th do. M. Anderson.
BARNEY'S RIVER.
19th  April—Mr. Stewart,
24ir  May — Mr. Brodie.
Trix Preshytery of Pictou adjourned to
meet in Pictou on Wednesday the 18th inst.,
at 11 o’clock, a. m.

24th ¢

SN, S,

SELECTIONS.

How to Promote Peacs in a Family.

1. Remember that our will is likely to be
crossed every day, so nrepare for it,

2. Everybody in the house has an evil ne-
ture as weli as ourselves, and therefare, we
are not to expect too much.

3. To learn the different temper and dis-
position of each individual.

4. Ta look on each membher of the family
as one far whom we should have a eare.

5. When any good happers to any one, to
rejoice at it

6. When inclined to give an angry answer
“ overcome evil with good.”

7. 1t from sickness, pain, or infirmity, we
feel irritable, to keep a strict watch over
ourselves.

8. To obseive when others are suffering,
and drop a work of kindness and sympathy
suited to them.

9. To watch the little opportunities of
nleasing and to put little annoyanees out of
the way.

10. To take a cheerful view of everything,
even of the weather and encourage hope.

11. To speak kindly to the servants—te
praise them for little things when you can,

12. In all little pleasures which may oceur,
to put yourself last, [

13. To try for ¢ the soft answer that turn-
eth away wrath.”
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* Bhe Hath Done What She Could.”

Here comes Whitefield, the man who stood
before twenty thousand at a time, to preach
the gospel; who, in England, Scotland, Ire-
Jand, and Am-~rica, has testified the truth of
God. and who could count his cinverts hy
thousands. Here he comes, the man that en.
dured persecation and seern, and yet who
was not moved ; the man of whom the world
was not worthy ; who lived for his fellow-men,
and died at last for their cause. Stand hy,
angels, and admire while the Master takes
him by the hand and says : ¢ Well done, good
and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy
of the Lord.” See how free grace honors the
man whom it enabled te do valiantly.

Hark! Who is this that comes there? A
poor, thin looking creature, that on earth was
8 consumptive. There she lay three long
years upon her hed of sickness, Was she a
prince’s daughtec? TFor it scems Heaven is
making much stir about her. Non; she wasa
poor girl that earned her living by her needle,
and she worked herself to death; stitch,
stitch, stitch, from morning to night; and
here she comes. She went prematurely to
her grave, but she1# coming, like a shock of
eorn fully ripe, into heaven; and her Master
says; * Well done, good and faithful servant;
thou hast been faithful in a few things, 1 will
mske thee ruler aver many things; enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” She takes
Ler place by the side of Whitefield.

Ask what she ever did, and you find ot
that she used to live down some dark ally in
London ; and there used to be another poor
girl come to work with her, and that poor
girl, when she came to work with her,
was a gay and volatile creature, and this con.
sumptive girl told her about' Christ; and she
used, when she was well enough, to creep out
of an evening to go to chapel or 1o church to-
gether. It was hard at first to get the other
ene 10 go, but she used to vress her lovingly;
and when the girl went wild alittle, she never
gave her up.  She used to say: “0O Jane, 1
wish you loved the Saviour;” and when Jan»
was not there she used to pray for her, and
when she was there she prayed with her; and
now and then, when she was stitching away,
read a page out of the Bible to her, for poor
Jane could not read; and with many tears
she tried to tell her about the Saviour who
loved her and gave himself for her,

At last, after many a day of hard persua-
sion, and many an hour of sad disappoint.
ment, and many a night of sleepless, tearful
prayer, at last she lived to see the girl profess
her tove to Christ ; aud the paor, consumptive
needle.woman has had said to her, # Well
done”—und what more could an archangel
have had said te him? + She hath done
what she could.”"—Spurgeon’s Sermon on the
“ Ten Lalents

A Remarkable Welsh Patriarch.

The Edinburgh Daily Review has aninter-
esting notice of a Welsh Independent Minis-
ter, the Rev. David Williams, of the county
of Breeon, ¢ He had been, come pext sum-
mer, 64 years minister of the same cungre-
gation, His predecessor was their pastor
for 50 years, and his predecessor was their
minister for 60 years, so that the churches
still under his care have had only three min-
isters during the loag space of 174 years;
and what is still as remarkable, the peace of
these congregations has never been once dis-
turbed by a single jar or discord during all
these long vears! Peace has always prevail
ed among its various members, It was ovly
at the beginning of last Jauuary (1867) thut
he lost his wife, after a happy union of &1
years, and that was the first time that a coffia
crossed hia threshold during his unusually
long married life, all his children seven ia
numbher, being still alive, He preaches now
generally three times every Sabbath, and
several times during the week, and althsugh
in his 89th year, he is up early on Monday
morning, and does not know, except by re-
port, what some parsons mean by the word
¢ Mandayish.,) For upwards of 35 years be
haa haeen one of the most popular preachers
in Wales, and the great attraction on * field
days,’ in North and South Wales, when many
thousands are present to attend open-air ser-
vices: and so great a traveller has he been
on horseback, that he must at least have
spent ten years of his life in the saadle.
‘Palk of the youthful buoyancy of the late
Lord Palmerston! why our pa‘riarch parson
of eighty-eight would have walked and rap
him of his legs, and wearied him or any other
rider. He is completely weather-proof.
Rain, snow, tempest, and storm he makea.nn
account of, and even now he would think
nothing ot riding forty miies over a rough
country and conducting publio service in the
evening. He has been for many years a
staunch teetotaler. fle has an iron consfitue
tion. Heis & perfuct apacimen of the Welsh
bui'd—short legs, broad shoulders, and a
deep chest. He has enjoyed extraordinary
good health, for during the lengthened,
period of his ministry he has never once
been disabled from preaching on & Sahbath.
Nature has endowed him with all the natral
elements of an orator. His temperament
is highly mercurial, and his affections intene
sely ardent.  He apeaks even now with une
faltering flucncy and remarkable force. He
is distinguistied for bis cataolicity of spirit,
and 15 equally keloved by gosd men of every
religious persuasinn, His character is spote
less, his theology orthodox, and his preache
ing highly evangelical.”
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MR. EpiTor,—In the last No. of the Re-
sord we were happy to peruse the ** addresses”
to Rev, A, McKay, together with * reply” on
the occasion of his departure for Canada,

‘and his numerous fiends in the con-
gregations of Gairloch and Saltsprings are
glad that those ** Addresses” &c., are publish.
ed as a small but lasting token of friendship
and attachment,

It was indeed a trving occasion to us when

we realized that we were to be deprived of
she pastoral care and services of Mr. McKay,
who so perseveringly and energetically la-
boured amorg us, faithfully endeavouring to
advance the be<t interests of his “ Flock,”
spending and being spent for them, using all
earnest endeavours and feeling persuasions
to induce them to make choice of the * one
thing needful”—faithfully warning, admon-
ishing and heseeching all to becc me ¢ recon-
giled to God,”"—visiting the sick and the dy-
ing where ever they were, throughout his ex-
tensive charges; ready to impart counsel, in-
_Atruction, consolation and prayer in prospect
of death and eternity, pointing them to the
only and all-sufficient sacrifice for sin, with
sympathy, earnestness, and feeling never to
be forgotten by those who on such cccasions,
were brought into contact xith him. For
upwards of 8 years Mr, McKay has laboured
among us, endearing himself to us by word
and .deed, aud we believe and are confident
that bis labours are not in vain; such uatir-
ing zeal and;devotedness as his, cannot he

Sruitless ; and although that fruit appears
among us now only in part,” yet it will fully
apoear ot the revelation of every secret thing.

And while we deplore and deeply feel the loss
_of his services to this portion of the church.
we rejoice to know that they are only trans-
ferred to another, where we hope and pray
that they will long be continued and rendered
JInstrumental of doing much good.

.. These congregations are now without a
pastor, our churches are cold, and our pews
anoccupied, our Sabbaths are lonely and
“’t}]},e ways of our Zion mourn because no one

gometh to the solemn:feasts.” The Presby-
tery has kindly in part cheered us in our gol.

Jtude for the past three months, and we feel

grateful for the supply of services granted to
us, but we realize more than ever that

Preshyterial supply will not meet our wants.
Catechising, sick-visiting &c., are often as
indispensable as public preaching, and this
the Presbytery cannot do for us. We have

had a few coungragational meetings to see
what we could do for ourselves, hut as yet no
definite course is adopted, Itis likely that
the hitherto united congregations of Gairloch
and Saltsprings will be separate charges in
she future vequiring the services of two pas-
tors, In the meantime, we hope that the
Preshytery will continue to do what they can
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for us, and that before long we shall havea

fixed paator set over us in the Lord. N. R,
Salitsprings, West River, 10th Feby, 1868,

[ Pv—

POETRY.
Faith and Hope in Relation to Immortality.

( From Young's Night Thoughts. Night vit.)

Still seems it strange that thou should’st live for,
ever?

Iz it less strange that thou should’st live at all?

This is a miracle, and that no more,

Who gave beginning. can exelude an end.

Deny thou art, then dou tif thou shalt be,

A miracle with miracles enclosed

Is man: anad starts his faith at what is strange?

What leas than wanders from the wondetruf,

"What less than miracles from Gud can flow,

Admit a God—that mystery Supreme!

That cause unciused ! all ather wonders cease;

Nothing is marvetlous for him to do :

Deny him—All is mystery besides;

Miliions of mysterics ; each darker far

Than that thy wisdem wonld unwisely shun.

If weak thy faith why choose the harder side ?

We nothing knaw but what is marv -llous,

Yet what is marvellcus we can’t believe,

So weak our reason, and so great our God,

What most surprises in the sacred page,

Or full as strange, or stranger. must be true,

Faith is not reason’s labour, but repose, ’

. * * - €« e

If hope precarious, and of things, when gain'd
f little mement, and as Little stay, )
an sweeten toils and dangers into joys ; ’

Wh?t. then, that hope, which nothing cdn de.

eat, :

Our -lleave unask’d? Rich hope of boungdless .

-'" bliss! o

Bliss, past mu}x”s poger to paint it ; time’s, {s -
LR e kI . H
This hope is earth’s most estimable prize :

Thit is man’s portion, while no more than men;

Hope, of all passions, most befriends us here;

Passions of prouder name befriend usless. |

Joy has her tears and transport has her death:

Hope, tike a eordial, innocent, tho” strong,

Mun's heart at once inspirits and serenes;

Nor makes him pay his wisdom for his joys ;

*Tis all our present state can safely bear, .

Health to the frame ! and vigor to the mind! |

A joy attemper’d! a chastised delight!

Like the fair summer evering, mild and sweet!

*Tis man’s full cup ; his paradise below !

—_——
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