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- NOTES AND EXPLANATIQHS,
el i ) e PR .
INTRODUCTORY.-—For fort yfms'lﬂfggs,_\iveda quiet life in.the desert of Sinai (Acts 73, °
39). - God’s disciplinary work was now completed and the time has come for ismel’s re- = -
demption. Accordingly He ap to him:in the burning bush and summons bhim to his -
great life-work, For four hundred years the ‘“oracles” had been ‘‘ dumb,” no message
{rom the God of Abrabam had indicated that, he remembered -his .covenant. But though
silent, God was:not unobservant. The prepatation-of Israel-was not complete nor was the |
ini:,yﬁty of the Amorites full. That Moses hesikened reverently and obeyed.shews:that he
had lived very neat to God, and-the bursting forth-of Deity in a flame of fire only stastled
the outward senses of one whose soul was familiar with the: preserice of God. A

LessoN Puan, L Moses’ Commission: vs. 10:T4. Moses’ Instructions.  vs. I§-20.

1. Moses'" Commussions 10, 1 will send thee.—better : ¢ Zker T will send.” In
verse. 8-God says that heshas ** come down to deliver them,” on what other two occasions
did God ** come-down,” and:for what purpose? (Gen. 11: 1§; 18: 21.) Forty years before
Aloses would not have hesitated to act as the herald of Jehovah, the ambassador of Qns
mighter than Pharaoh. As man’s age ran in those days, he was then full of the ambiton
and selficonfidence of youth, He has had time during these forty years of silént communing
withGod and his ownheart, amid the sublime grandeéus of the mountains and the desert, to take
a better measure of himself. He-errs.now through excessive difidence and want of faith.
He had learnt to love-the quiet: pastoral.life nnd'siuank fmm;l%utuno to use, whep God ¢alls
ed for them, those special abilities with which he had.been endowed and which had been so
theroughly trained for their grand destiny. If you- have any talent or power for service, and
God calls you to exercise it gaaﬁ?arding you the opportunity of doing'so, do pot hide your-
icdifference.and love of €ase under an assumption of modesty, which deceives no cne but
yourszlf. Pharaoh—This-name occurs:only on-the monuments-of Egypt-and in the Bible.
{Macgregor.)  Its.useis another proof of the reliability of Scripture history. My people
~Distiictively and peculiatly God’s-own.  See t Pet. 2: 9 where ** eculiar ® has its.classie -
 meaning (Latin gecieliun, * private property.”  Also Deut. 14: 25 Ex. 1g: §; Deat. 260S;

Ps. 138 43 Ece. 2: 8; Tit. 2: 140  What constituted God’s people in this peculiar sa&g,
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Deut.7: 6; John 15: 16,

but in & manner becoming to Jehovah (see Ex. 4: 22;
__When was this name gven 7 . Its meaning ¢ {Gen. 33: 23.)

using it here.  The chitdrent of God’s Prince in slavery !

faith retams, ch. 6; 12,
Compare true raodesty, I + :
Eph. 61 10, ** Ashepherd to go alone and delives two million of his pzople

powérful
of the mon
¢d tomindthe rude xeception he-
interfuredin their behalf.  Albu

cmpire-of the world ¢
arch, He-wasaware that the-
had met from-une-of his onnkinsmen,
he difficulties ofithe enterprise crowded on ‘his ind, and

Israel’s departure is not to be by stealth (compare

13: 18; 14: 8.)

HR

Acts 16:.37,)

{Macgregur.) liscael
Note the appropriateness of
This weakness and Jack of

Notice simliar instapees of relactancd.- Isa. 60§, 8 Jer. 12 4-7:
Smp. 18: 185 1 Kings 3: 7-9: ~ Read Prov. 293 25; 2 Cor. 3: 63

he £t himself1nadequate to- 1ts achugvement.”  (Murphy ;
~  huwility-and:self-abasement, cunsciousness of une’s uwn w eakueds and insoffi
.indispensiple conditions of alt employment in the hingdum of Gud, fuz they are the vehicles

of divine inspiration and wisdom, of'
apostle says, *“When | am weak, then am I steong.” _({Kuftz.) 12,
be with thee—The answer to his objectivn.

He remembesed-the grandeus of

divine puwer and stiength. * Thedefore

from the most

the court.and the hanghtiness
resenl suveleign was a stranger to him.  He eull-
when he had formedy

Mydesty and circumspection,

his assurance is given t

ciency ore the

it is that the

rtainly, | will

all who obey

God’s-commands, Gen. 31: 3;-Deut. 31: 23, Jush. L. 5. Read Tsa. 43. 2; Rom. 8: 31; 2Gor,

121 9.

Moses_might be a-aiphet, but God
unlimited value,
mimculousky preserved; just.
of Pharaohs so-that the wor

tencg. - But uniess we msert *“and " before ** when”

This shall be a token— Sume suppuse the sigs t
v would Musés be resvued from-all-the suares and persecutions
s " when thou hast brought forth, etc.,” begin®a new sen-
e sentence:-is-extremely abrupt, and” -

»

“was a siguficant figure-at it right
. be'the burning bush

band giving it

the difficulty stutl remains with:the secund sgason:thus given, ‘how-cuulia futuré eventbe'a
“ tolien” for present-encoutagement? ** The relevancy of the tefm tu some future event,

the-simple pre-1atimauon of
the fhet that the word 1s-thus apphed
20, 30} ln'bothvch

encelto what was:afterwards to-take-
faithy not his sense, 15 .challenged.

&

to Moses here

- heret { - The-reality of the

T
Aoy
2 dd

- 2 te historical event is. given on W 1
f  heart failed him he.gould-say-to humself, ‘' Gud prumised this:and:he

‘which was designed. to induce Lo present action, appears from
neseveral passages-of scriptare
ese casey il is empluyed precisely:as-in the passage before
p#a.pe." ) (ilo_.gm&un.) The token is a promise. Moszes’
6 shall serve God -As certainly as Jehovah has

{1 Sam. 2: 34; Jer. 44:

us, with refer-

2%, the .God, of his fathers, just so certainly will Israe] serve him

with_copfidence to undertaké the divine commissius,
hich-to anchot his faith and ho g. .
oi

meang more than ordinary warship. ¢ The-service of Tsrael
this; that they entered nto a covenant, with Jehovah, ‘and, as the people of the covenant,
not oly recaved the law, but-confirmed here thele cbedience by free-will offeringd for the
_buildihg of the tabernacle.” (Ea. 363, 4-7, Num. 7.) Keil.} The fixing of that future
“place wuuld serve to give cupfidence Lo Muses by sheninga res ltute, clear purpose

meetd

on thd part of God.  (Macgregor.) T
Horelyy The famous-convent of Justh
spot where
whencgat:1s-

namej—i‘hxs cannot mply that the Lsraelies, Muses himse

gotten
T .- and

ANSWEL

AM, gr

{Mal

or-* Jehovah,” ofithe neat verse. Is

+ jnto covenant with them, distinguis]
- .gmmpotence, they were familiat with 1, but :
. grasped its full significance.  This is now-disclosed to Muses when standing ‘before the Burn-
Who was the real speaker?

* ing Bush and reces h
1d the' unfolding of this

the name of their fathens’ Gud, {see Heb. 11. 15»i7,§»

nce of Gud constituiés the pledge for the truth.of his an-

a
ent.that lsrael wilf ere serve God, and this prediction, thus certified, ought to fill

(Keil.) A definite promise of

Whenever his
t? ¢ Sarve?

”Xril
at Mount Horeb consisted in

is Mountain— Siuai wos une of the mountains of
isbuilt over what was supposrd to be the exact,
the burniag bush-grew. Close by is the great plain 1n-front of the Ras Susafeh,

almost certatn that thelaw was delivered, (Rawlinson ) 13. What is his

included, bad completely for-

byt-as Jacuh asked ‘a pame-in

a*&r hat he might recesve @ new xevglativnithrongh it of the dir ine character {Gen. 32: 20}
<. southe{people would-ask a name-as-asign-that:thei covenant God had.appeared upcder new

cious revelatiuns.

{Acts 7: 33; Jobn 8: §8;

significanceun the pame
~ waould dentfy-the voice
raham, Isaac and jacob.

1 WiLL BE WHAT 1 WILL BE.

ang hus commission-as Lhe

*

Unless the name meant something
peoples  They would-ash for more-than a mere designation of
. other alleged-deies..  What word:
s with the sublimest sevelauon-of himself evergiven, Mose: 1
" inch @2 1. 4. 1AM THATT AM—(R. V) 1 AM BECAUSE I AM, or I AM WHO
The-eternal, immutable and self existent One,
+6,) the bwing, persunal God.  Thisnaine is identical in meading with #The LORD,”
the pame.revealed now for-the first time? Tt wasnot
, known to the Bgypuans as having any significance for them, for Pharach contemptously |
i disclaims atl-obligation-to-obey his-mandates {ch. 5. 2:) Nor was it known to-the patriarchs
{ in its true and-deep smport (ch. 6: 3.) Asa mere designation.of the Being who had &ntered
isunguishing Him from:the Gud of nature, and the Possessor of
as implying Absolute Being,

It cunveyed-an assurance-that the

‘Liberatyr of Tsracl.

EZE “h‘l“ Heb, 13. 8) ng wou, o of o
certafy to Muses' cummissivn-and- inspire the despairing people? It
that spuke‘to Muses with that whic ‘ﬁaem T

uttered 't

romises to Ab-
God of theiy fathers had not |

it would pot.encourage the
their God as distinct from
shall be the patchword of freedom to the people ? God
iven, Muses returns to this difficulty

they had mot

.
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- forgotten them, bul was etkmaﬂy and unchangkably true to his own purpose of grace.
Though silentfor fuur centuris, he had not been ah indiffierent spectator of their wrongs, and
now his time had come to interpose on their behalf and prove his power to deliver them.
(Mal. 3: 6.) ** The unchangtablencss of God is the sheet anchor of the church,” {Moore.)

“Read the Lxpositor’s Hible, volume on Zxodus, by Dean Chadwick, pp. 54-64.

+

¢ II. Moses’ INsTRUCTIONs. 16, The Lord—' Jehovah.” The Hebrew language -
was originally writfen with cohsonanty unly.  This.name is thercfore spelled wath but four
letters [ hvh  Arigid view of Lev. 24. 16 Ied to the custom of reading these consonants
with vowels borrowed from the Hebrew word for ** Lord.” In this way, it was thought, the
utmost reverence was shewn-aud all danger-of blasphemy avanded. “Qur Bables defer to-this
ractice by printing LORD- (in capitals) whese the name '] chovah ™ stands in the original.
%’h{zt*vov«iels correctlybelongta J b v h we do not know for certain, butjthehesteritics now
spell them with 2.and.¢, pronouncing Lhe{, like Y—YAHVEH, ot YAHVE, or YAVE,
he God of your fathers -**Itisa bléssing which,_ every | Christiar} parent should he-
queath to his child, to be strenjthencd and invigorated by thigking of [God as his fathers
*God;s” (Chadwick.) What inestinable rivileges and inspiri fesponsibilines have they
who sing * God' of out fathers, be the Go£ of their succeeding ?a‘;%. " Name....memorial
—*Name * expresses.the: objective maaifestation of the divine being, or gs‘ence, and “‘mem-
orial ” the S“Weﬂi"e‘re_cogun]iﬁon«bf‘lhls by man, Inthe essential chamgter which ** Jeho-
vah” expresses, ﬁq}l God Hisglay himself, and‘be::eg;:%nized and revered] by all the race of
man. (I‘zeil. ). ¢ This is'the name-or character by which X will \be remembered, celebrated
and invoked in all time 1o come,™ (Bush.) Ds. 35: 13;Hos, 14: 5. 16, Yhe Elders of
Isragl—The Skeifs, or heads of families-under the chief of thejtrbe. The names of somk
arc given in ch. 6: 14 ‘They were.the re resentatives ofithe geople-and the constitutiopal -
rulers, Even Modes must work within the gines)uf'eaialingo amzadions.  His divipe com-
mission-gives him no.right to set aside-the -authority of uthers. this way he wonld pre-
serve’ the:allegiance-of those he-came:tg save and-make g-deeper, impression upon Pharach.
1 have surely visited' lit. “ visiting, I have visited.” Josepli's prophecy 1s now fulfilled,
Gen. 50: 24; Ex. 4: 31.  See the application of these words iy Luke 1-68. * To visit”
meaus-to remember with compassion, ot fayoi as in Gen. 24 1 5503 24; Job.6; 18, *I have
-surely Iqoked upon you-and upon-that which is done Lo you in Egypl.” (Kalisch,) The
word ““seen” doesnot occus In the original, and thesense isbetter withoutst, There isa -
double meaning in ““ vigited.” It includes.the idea of judicial:and-penal visitation as well as
awrciful.  To visit the doings. of anyone is plainl{:o»%unish.lhem. The phrase, thercfore,.
exsr&ssly conveys-the assurance of visiting the Israe tes in mercy and their oppressors in
jndgment. (Bush.) 17. The time had.come seferred toin Gen. 15 lgh 16. Qanaanites-
—dégendents of Canaan, Gen. 10: 6. + Théy inhabited the. glm along the coast of the Med-
jterranean and the valley of the Jordan (Gen. 12: 7.j ittites—*¢ Sons of Heth,”. the -
second son-of Canaan, Gen, 10: 15.  One family of these ‘bad lived,in frendly alliance with
Abraham.at Hebron. N Their impurtance as a natiun has unly of recent years:been discovered,
At one time they ruled-over the greater part of Asia Minor and Syna” and successfully met
the forces of Fgypt and Babylon. Iascriptivns-in their Vet unteznblated language are found. -
at Haniath and Carchemish ~ Their vriginal home was Cappaducja. , Amorites—Gen, 1o _
16, A fierce and warlike race-dwelling in-the muuntains suuth of the'Dead Sea, and spread-
ing tothe east of the Jordan. They were described Ly ‘the spies i Num. 13; 32, 33.
They were the ‘ Highlanders ™ of that day, as contrasted with thq Canaamites or ** Lowland-
ers.”  Perrizzites —*“ dwellers in villages," apeaceful and agnoultpral people, probably of -
Hittite stock. _‘They are found:in colonies.all over the countey. | Gen, 13: 7; 341 303 Josh.
I1: 35717: 53 Judg. 1, 4,6 Hivites-—{Gen. 10: i7.) Also 4 tribe of Histites, - They'.
liveld at Seechem (Gen. 34. 2.} and nothward at Hermon and Lgbanon (Josh. 112 33 Judg
313 Jebusites -Always mentioned last in the lists-of these nafions, perhaps-becanse the
were the smallest, but they were amung the bravest, for their furigess was pot captured unti] .
.+ the time of David (2 Sam. §7 6; 1 Cor. 11: 4.) **As long-afies the ex as we are after
Bannockburn *  (Maggregur.) They occupied the mountains ofJudea, agd Jebus, or Jeru-
salem, was their strongBRld. The remaants of these wibes dispppear ato slavery under - -
Solomon-{1 Kings.9: 20,) In this was literally fulfilled Gen, 9: 5. Milk and honey—
A land of pasturage and Awers.” (Bib. Mus.) Its Mertility was|shewn 11} 1ts sustaming ail
the hations jostmentioned.  Read 1 Sam. 14: 25, z6,g7;£;:dg. 242 8,9, 143 Mott, 3: 4. .18,
Mosts is assured that his mission to his uwn people will be sucqessful tExj 45 31.) Wede
not tead that the elders-gctually went with Moses into Pharachls presenge, but théy may
bave, done so, but'the historian.did not think it necessary to menfion them since they said
or did nothing except through him. Hebrews—'" the crossers-dver,” This was.the name -
by which they were known to.the Egyptians. It is derived from fhe factthat Abraham came
from! beyond the Euphrates which he ““crossed over " at the-call- 0f- God. Tt stampstherace: -
as “strangers and sojourners.” They ask permission to-obey a L%.v.lge command, and Pha-
. raoh| in refusing, must %ot‘ merely wiong them, but defy the'anger of Jehoyah, Let us go
. —God had determined-that now Istacl shuuld be emagapated, bpt he‘m}l afford Pharach
z ol :

. 3
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an opportunity of letting th,peoplq go withgut placing himself in obstinate’ antagonism to
him. Had this very reasonable.request begh granted, the process by which the people were
set free would have been slower and les€ violent, but none the less sure. Such an expedition
would have given them a respite fronf toih, , revived thelr religions life, made visible their -
numerical strength, awakened them 1o a consclyusness of thefmerfational unity, and taught -
them to act in concert under theirtribal leaders. It would have becn followed by other ex- -
peditions which in.a short ime wouldhave so cemented the ieop!g together that”Pharach *
wonld have been powetless.lo sesist their demands.  Very likely the astufe monarch and
his conncillors saw this, hence his rough refusal (Ex. §: 4-9, The request was honestly-
, made, only Ged knew that it would not be granted, and 1o Prevent Moses from being dis-
couraged, he revealsthatin s%i\e of-all that Thataoh shall do, their deliverance is established
in His:immutable purpose.  €he refusal of such a mild demand would also make evident
that the plagues that followed wete ncBessary. A three days’ Journey Why so faris -
gxplaines ch. 8:.35, 27, 19. 1 am sure—“TIknow” (R. V) the “I” is emphatic.
No, not by a mighty hard—ur, ““fiut z?:}_,y a mightyhan&," and me—s%aagint Teads
“unless, ete.”  But'the word:dues nut me *“unless” in any other: place. 1) Whose
hand is referred to? (43 Moses’. **Not even if you encuunter and oppose him with all
your power, therefore will £ stretch-out myhand, efc.” (2) God’s. ““Pharnoh will notlet
- Tsrael go.even-when the-mighty hand-uf Gud smites him, but will ‘have-to let them gé aguains
Aiswall; constraaned- thereto by the Egyplf??}bigues. {Keil.} At the last he pursued after -

-
I

the escaping host to bung them-back. HIE Ml was oot broken.  This last seems the most
natutal view, . 20, Wonders—calculated3d'amaze-andterrify.  God's hand fs **stretch-
ed our” when. there 15 a disupctly :ecm{niza,ble maaifestation of the meghty in
working, ‘The **finget of Gud * {Ea. 8. 19, Luke 11, 20}-ishis power pointed, visibly and
distingtly, n an.exumondindty manget,.in end through a work. *“Smite” here jmeans a
judicial stroke, hence ** plague,” which is the Greek word unchanged. The pligues were
the strokes,of divine judgment, (Maégregor.) o .
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.2 SUMMARY AND REVIEW. o
L : By Rev. Joseph McCoy, M. A,, Chathdm, N. B,

+ . Review Mouses hfe up to-thiS.puint and shew his trajning for his 1ife—w,oxk. Where was
he when he recaved his. commission ? When washe tu do his work >-Ihat was fhie chief
part ofhis work 2 To what fl‘ace:was‘hg:m bring the children.of Israel? To what political |
movement smght this word o Moses be cumpa:c\%? Shew that the work was very great, and

. the consequences serious, whether he shouldsucceed.or fail. :
7 MWhat were the feelings of Mouses when he'received his commission ?  Tlad s_elﬁ§h,ﬁ1hbiﬁon
_ any place in his motves? What was 54s authority for undertaking this great work > Why
did. God reveal- himself to Moses'as ‘I am:that Iam?” Does this indicate that Moses had
proper-authority for his work? .. ! N e ’ . N
me only dues. Muses receive the great commission to be Istael's deliverer, but directions

‘

e given him,r ng the steps to be taken:in:the accumiplishment of the work, What is
/the firststep-hes to take? st Jomacl  Ts-he'to visit the rank and file of the people?
- Whatisheto tell'xhe,jegtesentaﬁv'eszof’the people? Why? . N

What is.the pexe stegm Vasit- Pharaok, Who are to go with him'to-Pharach? Why?
What is he to say to Phe N2 What difficulties is heto ﬁnd?iqhis'wgy'? .

What is.the first assusgnee-he receives as an-cmonragement.?  How 1s he to be received

* by the Israelites?. Cumpare this with: the failure of his former atlempt. How ml! he suc-

L S
His Commission.. . T

His Work. e - SWisit Terael < - o
His Authority. , e ,

ceed on-this.occasion? ‘ - .

- Trace briefly the parallel between Muses and Christ. Point out the special interest we
have in‘the work of Moses, p\r\q\-‘ﬁguﬁqgvthag-of Christ. L
‘. DXoses $ it as o, D ghivdrees
. R 5. RN Yo M -

. IF‘fJ‘ -7
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