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Editevini.

THE NATURF OF THE RESUR-
ECTION BODY.

From the time God announced the:
startling doctrine, that there is to be a
resurrecion of vhe dead, men have been
busy speculating on the naturo of the
resurrection body. We can easily
gather from Paul’s great argument, in.
iho fifteenth chaptar of his 1st Epistle to
the Corinthians, that the first tendency .
of Christians was to be too literal in
their interpretation of the doctrine.
They imagined that the material body
with its essence and accidents unchanged
would rise to heaven and be partakers of
its glory.  Such an extreme view gave
rise, as is usually the case, to a party in.
the Christian Chuxch, probably of Sad-
ducean origin, who demed altogether a,
doctrine  so grossly misrepresented.
This brought Paul (1 Cor. xv.) upun the
field of discussion, to explain, estabhsh .
and defend the true doctrine as revealed |
10 him by God. ‘

If the tendeney in the carly days of
Christianity was to the extreme of
literalness in reading the promises, we
in our day are not without danger of .
falling into the other extreme of undue
Jreedom.  In a recent number of an
evangelical and very popular Magazine
there is a very interesting article on
“The Doctrine of the Resurrection of
the Body,” which glides into error from ,
the desire, we suppose, to make the,
doctrine look more reasonable to culti-
vated minds. Hero is what the writer,
D

the Hon. and Revd. Canon Lyttelton,
says, given in his own words :—*

“In this whole personality of man,
with its multiplicity of mysterious vital
power, forces, attributes, there is, you
should notice, one that is specially con-
nected with the body, and which forms,
I think we may say, in a special sense,
the mediating power between soul and
Dbody, that is, the wonder-working, for-
mative, or building power, by nieans of
which it is given to the soul to lay hold
of and appropriate surrounding matter,
adwhichis continnoudly engaged durfmg
life in fashioning its atums into a living’
body, or rather into a succession of liv-
ing hodies.  This power, or vital forco,
stands to our bodies in just the same
relation in which the seed, or the semi-
nal foree in the seed, does to the plant;
it isits originating an 1 controlling force,
its law, the pervaling, and subordi-
nalely creative power of its life.

Now, if such a ¢ building-force,”
altached to the soul during its life in
this world, was always, by the law of
its nature, appropriating matter and
therewith building for itsclf out of the
materials of this world a fitting body,
then, when the soul is transkerred to an-
other world or sphere of existence, car-
rying with it thither this “formative
force,” that forco will, from its very
nature, continue, in that world too,
doing its proper work. There, too, it
will appropriate and mould into charac-
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teristic forms the new material, whatever
it may be, which may be placed within
its reach. And so it will build itself a
new body—or possibly, if such body in
any way wastes away there, as ours do
on carth—a succession of new badies.

If the materials thus given to it are
what St. Iaul calls “spiritual,” ¢ celes-
tial,” «incorruptible,” « immortal,” then
ihe boly it will form out of them will
have these qualities also.  So will it be
“a ghirious body " fitted to the glorious
world in which it is to live.”

The meaning of this is, that just as
the sual, while on earth, forms out of
the materials heve a body for itself to
dwell in, so when at death it passes to
heaven it will, from the material it finds
there, fashion for itself a body suited
for that higher sphere.  This is a view
advarced by Dr. Lange, and supported
by him with & fascinating mixture of
logic and fancy. Nothing could be said
about it but that it is simple, beautiful,
and plausible, were it not the Dible
asserts a ductrine tlo very contrary.

The question to be scttled here is
this one,—Do the Scriptures teach that
the body which is luid in the grave
xises again?  The Bible is a plain book,
written for plain men, and has been
understood In its plain sense by the
Chbristian Church in all ages {o teach
that in some sense or other, (what that
sense is wemay not be able fo answer) the
reswrection budy is the same body that
was laid in the grave. It was the same
body that was laid in the torab of Joseph,
that came forth as the risen Saviour to be
the firsd fiuit from the dead and a type
of the general resuricction. At the
samie time the graves were opened and
the bodies of the saints that slept arose
aud came out of the graves aiter his
resurrection,  The whole discourso of
Paul (1 Cor. xv.), after granting some
points that only encumbered his argu-
ment, turns on the body which dies,
which is buried, and which will rise
again. It is all about the body and its
relation to a future life. And to show

how deeply the thought of a liter}
resurrection lay embodied in his ming
he says, in a passing way, writing to
the Romans (viii.) “ He that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken
your mortal bodies by His Spirit that
dwelleth in you.” And in another
lotter ho says that it is ¢ our vile body”
or our “humiliated body " which is to
Do fashioned like unto Christ’s glorious
body. Trom these things it is clear
that the Bible means what it says when
it tells us that the same body which is
sown in the grave is the very ono that
rises again in a new dress.

Dut if wo are asked the question in
what does this sameness consist? we
may not be able to answer this. This
sameness does not depend upon all the
matter of the old body being in the new
one, .1or on the new body being in all
Tespects like the old body, no more than
the sameness of the grain of wheat in
harvest and in spring hang on such
conditions as these. It is enough for us
to kuow the following glorious fact
which should in our poor dying state
never be very long absent frowm our
thoughts :—

1. That our future bodies, although
the same as the present bodies, will
oxcel the present bodies in glory as
much as the glory of the sun excels the
glory of the stazs.  This is the scope 6f
the apostle’s reasoning (1 Cor. xv. 40-
42), though the. passage is generally
quoted as teaching that some saints will
exeel uther saints as much as ono star
excels another, or the sun the brightest
star.  This may be true: but this pas-
sage meddles not with that point, being
concerned only with the weightier truth
stated above. e

2. That the heavenly body will still
retain so much of its identity as to be
a glcsified likeness of what it was on
earth. It was so with Moses.and Elias
when the three disciples knew them on
the mount of transfiguration, And on
this ground of knowing cach otheét in

heaven Paul administers comfort to the
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bereaved beliovers of Thessalonica, bid-
ding them not to mourn for their
doparted, as thoso that had no hope,
giving them the precious assuranco that
after a short time they should be rcuni-

During this century, the Anglo-Saxon
raco has gone far to rid itsclf of the blot
of international war. The Conferonce
of (leneva, which settled by arbitration
what would have been settled last con-

ted with their departed ones who were | tury -by war, has set on foot a way of
fallen aslecp in Jesus, settling international quarrels which
3. That the future body will contain ; will ere long make war betweer Eng-
in and have bestowed on it all the cle- | lish speaking nations as disgraceful as
ments of infinite and eternal happiness. | slavery among them is now.
It will be incorruptible, liable to nui Thus it has happened to us in God's
pain, no change, no decay, no death. | mercy and through the Religion of love
It will be powerful, endowed with| which He has given as, that one terri-
powers of mind, and powers of huly, | ble evil—slavery—has been quite cast
and powers of work, and powers of en- jout; and that a second—war—is in a
durance as much abuve thoxe wo now  fair way of following; but there is a
possess as the power of the full yrown, third—drunkenness, not less destructive
man exceeds the power of the iul'.mt‘ to Ife—which has still a frightful hold
child. It will be jlorions, so glorivus, upon  English-speaking  communities,
indeed that it can stand (at a remote, What of this sucial enemy moro uncon-
distance it is true) comparison with the: querable, because more clusely inter-
glorified body of Jesus.  “We shall he woven intd the social fabric, than the
like Him,” and what that weans it does other two?  In answer to this question
not yet appear, being such glovy as it is; we would say that there is abundant
not lawful for a man to utter, as Paul, ‘ reason to hope that before the cluse of
who saw it, tells us. Tt will be apir/t- | the present century, this third foul ene-
aul, as different from this nataral body , my will lie in one grave with slavery
as heaven is from carth, and in intelli- | amd causeless war.
gence and beauty of expression as fari  In our conflict with drunkenness, we
excelling anything here, as Stephen’s  must place our main reliance on the
face, when it looked like the face of an preaching of Christ. Let us oxplain
angel, excelled the faces then around,what we mean by thie. Our readers
him. caunot have failed to notice in thé
forest, th]e homes of many of them from
T e their childhood, that when the lifo of a
THE BATTLE \,‘ E"‘H STRONG tree begins to fail, and its sap to be
DRINK. dried up, that tree from that dato be-
This eentury, which is now near the jcomes the object of attack on the part
close of its third quarter, marks a very of encmies that would not have dared
important stage in the annals of the,to meddle with it when its life was vig-
Anglo-Saxon race.  During this cen-|orous and its sap strong. Moss creeps
tury, the English speaking nations of ,up the dying trunk, insccts lay their

the world have rid themselves of the
foul blot of slavery. It was with a
feoling of pride Cowper said in the pre-
ceding century, that slaves could not
breathe in England: but the gold of
Britain, and the blood of the United
States have so issued things, that to-day
slaves cannot breathe whero the English
tongue is spoken.

eges in its bark, worms breed in it, and
the woodpecker bores it with his merci-
less beak, all feeding on the corruption
that is in the dying tree and hastening
its death. Now, if it were possible to
start life afresh in that tree, and to sond
the rich sap carcering up the trunk to
its utmost boughs and top-most loaves,

these meorciless enemies could not keep-
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their ground, but would die in their
homes or flee from them, Death in the
troe is their life, and its life is their
death. So after a similar fashion the
only way to keep men and communities
from becoming the prey of such evils as
drunkenness, is to maintain in them a
strong, healthy, spiritual life. But this
can only be done through union and
communion with Christ. Christ is, in
His sacrifice, in His intercession, in His
spiritual influcnces, in His vital union
with His people,—the source, spring,
sustenance of their spiritual life as
really as the sap is the life of the tree.
“I am the vine,” said Christ, making
use of this very analogy of the tree and
its sap, “ye are the branches, Ile that
abideth in Me and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit, for without
AMe ye can do nothing. If a man abide
not in Me, he is cast furth as a branch
and withered, and men gather them and
cast them into the fire aud they are
burned.”

If deadly weeds, and loath-

ing aloft the cross and inviting sinners
to behold Christ, the whole country was
moved from centre to circumferonce,
and o reformation began which has con-
tinued there till this day.

¢ Talk of mm'alitly, "hon bleeding Lamb,
The great morality is love of Thue.”

While it should never be forgotten
that the great remedy for all our social
evils is thus the Christianization of the
people, bringing thew into union and
communion with the source of all spirit-
ual life and health, still we ought not
to vverlook the fact, clearly taught in
the Dible, that the civil rulers of a land
have a duty to discharge tuwards such
social cvils.  Some governments have
called drunkenness a crime, and punish
drunkards as they do thicves and incen-
diarics, and make diunkenness an aggra-
vation rather than an extenuation of
other crimes.  In our laws, jealous al-
wost to a fault of personal rights, no
attempt of this kind would succeed, but

some worms are invading the social tiee, ; there 1s a loud demand, even in Dritain,

it is because the spiritual life is waning
in these parts.  To reedy the evil at
is not so much washes and outward
remedies that arc needed as a more viy-
orous imner lile, in other words, closer
union and cummunion with Christ the
fountain of all spiritual life in this world.
Missionaries to the heathen find it so;
they never make any progress in reform-
ing their hearers while they preach
mete morality, “The heathen know all
these things, it is”power to do the things
thoy know to be right that is wanting,
Faith in Christ, implying in it vital
union with Him, supplies the needed
power, and then a work of reformation
begins that many waters, yes, and many
fires camnot quench.  Dr. Chalmers
found it so at Xilmany, as he tells us
himself.  For years he preached against
drunkenness and his parish was as
drunken as ever; but when he found
Christ in the solitude of his sick room,
and when he came to his pulpit like
one that had risen from the dead hold-

and still louder now in Canada, that
vur Guvernment should take cognizance
of the liguur traltic, aud do something
at least tu diminish its injurious conse-
yuences.

There are three positions a Govern-
ment may occupy towards trallic in
strong drink. 1t may refuse to know
anything of the business and allow its
citizens to carry on the trafiic without
molestation or regulation or license, as
they do with the traflic in bread and
broadeloth.  This plan has been tried
in some of the neighbouring States, but
not with such success as can cencourage
others to iry the experiment. It is
found that the more the sellers multiply,
the more the buyers incrcase, and that
it is better to allow a few to enjoy the
dangerous monopoly, although it en-
riches them at the expenso of others,
than to spread the evil over a wide
surface.

But a Government may recognize the

trade and legislate in the way of licens-
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ing, controlling, restraining it. This|and the conflict with intomperanco of
plan is ihe one at presont followed injevery kind that wo must wage in His
most countries of Christendom, but its| presence and by His strongth, No
prudence is now emphatically called in | fenco, however high and strong, can
question by men of wisdom and expori-{save & treo that is dead at the heart;
ence, because it is found that the fruit|although a good fence is of great value
of this system is, on the one hand a|to a tree struggling into life. Wo aro
vast amount of pauperism aund crime, | wise, therefore, and wo cannot say it a
(three-fourths the result of strong drink), | year too soon, to say wish all the em-
and on the other hand, a powerful cor-| phasis that acts of Parlimnent ean give
poration of dealers in drink whose | to the saying, that strong drink is not
wealth and influence is becoming Jdan- | needed as a boverage in Canada, that
gorous to social order and liberty of the its presence is everywhere injurious to
JTand. the best interests of society, and that it

If these two attitudes are untenablo, if} is therefore forbidden to citizens to
it has been found from experionce that | make or market it for the sake of gain.
Govornment can neither lot the thing, This law many will break, no doubt,
alone, nor regulate it, it follows that it| some from love of muney and somo from
ought to forbid it. To this conclusion | love of drink,—for thers will be found
Canada seems coming with & speed that | some people who will break the laws
astonishes even the friends of legal pro-; enacted by God and man; but for the
hibition. The country scems thurough- | most part the law will be respected, tho
Iy avoused, and with an ease that, teaflic in strong drink will, as in Maine,
suggests doubt as to whether people]bo reduced to the tenth at least, and
really understand the seriousness of the i that is something, of what it is at pre-
fight that is coming — putitivns pass|sont, and the community will be all the
unanimously not oniy church courts and  healthive and wisee for the change.
temperance societics, but municipal { The treo stripped of this deadly parasite
councils also, for the legal suppression | will thenceforward develops the God-
of this dangerous trafiic. given lifo that is in it, and which we

We are foolixh if we think that acts|should seok in fuller abundauce all the
of Parliament can make us a moral!faster from this external and legal
people or stand to us instead of Chuist, | sheltor.

Eiviwy Deedvhivs,

LIVING TEMPLES TOR TIIE ;who a"ctempte(l to ridicule his faith.
LIVING GOD. The scoffer said, “ Pray sir, is your God
By C. H. Sruraros. a great God or alittle God 1" The poor
. . man replied, “Sir, my God is so great
“Thus saith the Lord, the heaven is my g °
throne, aud the earth is my liutstool 3 where® th.ﬂt t'l.le heaven of heavens cannot con-
i> the house that ye build unto me ¢ and where | t4in him ; and yot he condescends to be
isthe plaze of my rest? Forall those things |so little, that he dwells in broken and
{;:\th {)muu hamll 1{1;:\‘1% ﬂ«llul lnll “mf things | contrito hearts.” Oh, the greatness of
ave been, saith the Lord ; but to this man y s ¢
will 1 look’, even to him that is poor and of a God, and the condl,scensmp of Godl
contrite spirit and trembleth at ‘my word,"— | I hope we shall be led to think of both
Isainh Iavi. 1, 2. : i this evening, while we meditate upon
That is an exccllent answer which {the words of the text,
was given by a poor man to a sceptic{ We have no time or need of a pre-
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face. The toxt first of all teaches ua
that God rejects all material temples as
tho place of his ahode ; but, secondly,
informs us that God has made a choice
of spiritual temples, wherein he will
dwell.

I. TFirst of all, then, let us think a
little of (GoD’s REJECTION OF ALL Ma-
TERIAL TEMPLES. There was a time,
when it could be said that there was a
house of God on earth. That was a
time of symbols, when as yet the
Church of God was in her childhood.
She was being taught her A B C, read-
ing her picture-book, for she could not
as yeb read the word of God, as it were,
in lettors. She had need to have pic-
tures put before her, patterns of the
heavenly things. Then, even then, the
enlightened among the Jews knew right
well that God did not dwell between
curtains, and that it was not possible
that he could bo encompassed in the
most holy place within the veil. It
was only a symbol of his presence. The
fiery cloudy pillar was merely an indi-
cation that hic was there, in that Taber-
nacle where ho was pleased to say that
ho peculiarly revealed lnmself.
the time of symbols is now passed alto-
gether.  In that moment when the
Sayiour bowed his head, and said, “ It
is finished ! the veil of the temple was
rent in twain, so that the mysterics
were laid open.  The most august of
types T might consider the veil of the
temple to be, but the dying hands of
the Saviour grasped that veil, and
tore it in twain from top to bottom;
and then the scerets within, which were
all the more sceret because they were
symbols, were made bare to the gazer's
eye, and no longer did God deign to
have a place oun earth that should be
called his house, nor any symbols of
his presence whatsoever among the sons
of men ; and now it is sheer legality, a
detunct ceremonial, Judaism, carnality,
and idolatry, to go about and say of
this place, “This is the house of God,”
or of such a chapel, or of such a stone

But |

—_—

erection,  This is the altar of God,".or
of any man who chooses to put on
certain tagrags and ribbons, “ Thisis a
man of God,” a priest of the Most
High! This is all done away with,
and put away for ever. Now, as the
church has attained her maturity, she
lays aside these childish things,

But our text gives, from God’s own
mouth, reasons why there can be no
house at the present timo in which God
can dwell; and, indeed, theio never
was any house of the kind in reality—
only in symbol. Ifor, say now, where
is the place to build God a house?
Look yo abroad, yo ambitious archi-
tects that would erect for God a house }
Where will yo place it? Will ye place
it in heaven? It is only his throne,
not his houss ! Even all the majesty
of heaven is but the seat on which he
sits.  Where will yo placo the house
then? On his seat? Build a temple
on his throne! It cannot be. Io-you
say you will erect it here, on earth?
What, on his footstool? This whole
globe is but his footstool ! Will ye put
it where he shall put lis fool upon it
and crush it? A house for God upon
his footstool!  The very notion contra-
diets itself, and men wmay for ever fore-
go the idea of building & house
where God shall dwell, or a place where
he shall rvest.  Ily through iuvfinite
space, and ye shall not find in any place
that God is not there. Lime cannob
contain him, though it range alony its
millenniums ! Space caunot hold him,
for he that made all things is greater
than the all things that he has made.

Bat then, the Lord scems to put it,
—What kind of a house (supposing we
had a site on which to erect it) would
we build for God? Sons of men, of
what material would yo make a dwell-
ing-place for the Eternal and the Puro ¥
Would ye build of alabaster? The heav-
ens are not clean in his sight, and he
charged his angels with folly ! * Would
ye build of gold? Behold, the streets
of his metropolitan city are paved there-

o
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with, not indeed the dusky gold of
carth, but transpacent gold, like unto
clear glass. And what wers gold to
Doity? Men may crave it aud adore
it, but what careth he forit? Wherens
that city, wherein the church shall
dwell for ever, hath foundations of
.chrysolyte and sapphire and jasper and
all manner of precious stones, will you
think to rival that? Take me to im-
perial Russia, and point me to the
meanest hovel of the meanost serf; tell
me it is the imperial palace—I might
believe it possible ; but take me to the
most gorgeous pile that human skill
has ever reared, and tell me that is
God's house !—Imposeible ! T hold up
a snail's shell, and say, “This is as
much the angel Gabriel’s house as that
is the house of the living God.” They
know not what they speak. Drainless
are they, or they would not think so of
him who filleth all things !

And then the Lord shows that the
carth and the heavens themselves, which
may be compared to a temple, ate the
works of his hand. 1low often I have
felt as if I were compassed with the sol-
emn grandeur of a temple, in the midst
of the pine forest, or on tho hecathery
hill, or out at night with the bright
stars looking down through the deep
heavens, or listening to the thunder,
peal on peal, or gazing at the lightning
ag it lit up the sky! Then one feels as
if he were in the temple of God! I am
sometimes up on the Alps amidst the
glories of nature, with the glacier and
snow-clad peak ; I am in the open, and
1 breathe the fresh air fhat comes from
the ancient hills, but yeu tell me I am
on “unholy ground!” Stands there,
hard by, a little place, painted in all
gaudy colours, in honour of & woman—
blessed among women—it is true. I
-step inside, look round, and behold, the
place is full of dolls and toys! Am I
10 bo told that this is God’s house in-
side and that outside thereof it is nct
God’s house? It seems monstrous !
How can any rational man credit it?

Look into a little shell, full of *“holy
water.”  Go outside,~and sco the
foaming waters sparkling in the cascado
or coming down from the clouds, and
they say “Thero i3 no holiness in that!”
It’s n wicked notion—wicked, I say,—
to think that your four walls make that
place holv, and your incantations, and
I know not what, consecrate it. Dut,
where God is, outside there, with the
storm and the thunder, the rain and the
wind, it is not holy. Oh, sirg, T think
the outside is the holier of the two!
God was with the Covenanters amidst
their glens, ¢s gloriously as ever he
manifested himself in cothedrals, God
has been as earnestly sought, and as
verily found in humble cottages where
two or three have met to pray, as ever
he has been in the larsest tabernacle.
The sailor’s sexvice read on the sea has
been as acceptable to God as worship
on Jand ; and the gatherings of humble
Romans in the Catacombs, or of the
hunted fathers in the secluded dells of
onr own counties, were as much the
gatherings of the true Church of God as
any well-appointed assemblies can bo in
these peaceable times. Thus saith the
Lord, “Heaven is my throne, and earth
is my footstool. Where is the house
that ye build unto me? and where is
the place of my rest?” Tet us shako
ourselves clear of all the idolatry and
materialism that is so common in the
age. .
CIL Now, secondly, 1ot us muse awhile
upon (oD’s CHOICE OF SPIRITUAL TEN-
rLes.  “To this man will T look, even
to him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and trembleth at my word.”
Observe, beloved, that God chooses to
dwell in men’s hearts.  Ho is a Spirit,
and ho takes our spirits to be the rest-
ing place of his Spirit. Will you note
carefully, as respeets the choice of
hearts in which God would dwell, what
is not said. It i3 not said, “I will
dwell with men of elevated rank.” I
never find a single scripturo that gives
any special privileges to dignity, nobil-

A:',:_;‘*'

> - .
e

™




"

~
f

58 THE CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY.

B e —

g, e ae,

e re b

ity, or royalty—nay, not a syllable
throughout all scripture that gives any
peculiar gospel promise to the great and
tho rich of this world. Indeed, “not
many great men after the flesh, not
many mighty are chosen.” Nor do I
read here anything abont a peculiar
office. It is not said, “To that man
will I look, who is ordained and set
apart, and made specially to be a vessel
of grace.” XNo, nothing of the sort—
nothing about monks, or priests, or
clergy, or ministers—no special class
set apart for the reception of the bless-
ing. Far otherwise. *Neither do 1
notice any particular genius necessary.
Tt is not said, “With that man of poetic
mind will I dwell,” or, ““ with that per-
son of refined spirit,” or, with the man
that bas an eye to the beauties of col-
our,” or, “an ear to the harmonies of
sound,”—not a word of it. Some men
think that geuius makes men good, and
all who happen to excel are set down as
the excellent of the earth. With God
it is not so, and it is not so said here.
Neither is it written that God will
dwell with persons of any special edu-
cation. It is well to be educated, but
a knowledge of Latin and Greek, and
Hebrew and Syriae, will not insecribe
our names in the Book of Life. A man
may be most illiterate, and yet como
wnder the description hese given, for
there is not & syllable about the learned
and highly educated beine the temples
of God. Neither is there a syllable
here said about outward religiousness.
It does not say, ¢ Lwill dwell with that
man that atlends a place of worship
twice a Suuday, joins the chureh, is
baptized, and receives the Lond’s Sup-
per.” Nothing of the sort.  The de-
scription of the spiritual temple runs
not sa.

And then, I want you to notice next,
that the points which are selected as
descriptive of Gud's temple are just
such as are frequently despised.  “Oh,”
the world says, “who wants te be
poor?”  “Dcor in spirit.” we reply.

“ Ah,” says the world, “ we don't want.
any of your poor spirited creatures : we
like a man full of courage and confi.
dence—jyour self-made, self-roliant men,
Poor in spirit, indeed ! And,” says the
world, “wo find the contrite very dull
company. Broken-hearted peopls ars
not the sort we love to associate with.”
Oh, no ; what in their account can be
the valuo of contrition? And as for
trembling at God’s word, why you
know it was because the Society of
Friends were accustomed to speak much
of this, and say that they trembled at
God's words, that they called them
Quakers, thus turning their good con.
fession into a term of derision and re-
proach. And now-agays, if a man is
very reverent towards the word-of God,
and very desirous to obey the Lord’s
commands in everything; peoplo say,
“He is very precise,” and they shun
him ; or, with still more acrimony, they
say, “He is very bigoted : he isnota
man of liberal spirit ;” and so they cast
out his name as evil.  Bigotry, in mod-
ern parlance, you know, means giving
heed to old truths in preference to novel
theortes; and a liberal spirit, now-a-
days, means heing liberal with overy-
thing except your own money-—Iliberal
with God’s law, liberal with God’s doc-
trine, liberal to Dbelieve that a lio i= a
troth, that black is white, and that
whito may occasionally be black. That
is liberal sentiment in religion—tho
broad church school—from which may
God continually deliver us; for there
is something true in the world after all,
nd we shall get wrong in heart and
rotten at the core if we think there is
not.

Now Gotl is pleased to say that the
man who trembleth at his word, the
man of broken heart, the man who is
poor in spirit, is such an one as he will
look to; these are his temples,—these,
und these only, are the men in whom.
ho will dwell.  And I am so thankful
for this, beloved friends, becauso this is

a state which, throngh God's grave; -
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attainable ‘by all lere whom the Lord
shall eall. Oh, if the Lord said he
dwelt in the hearts of the great, there
wonld not be much hope for some of
us; or if he said ho dwelt with the
refined and well-instructed, we might
nover have received a visit from him ;
but if it be with the poor, happy it is
for ue, as you sce it is easier to grow
poor than rich, and God by his grace
can soon make us poor in spirit. If he
dwells with the contrite, why should
not I bo among the coutrite? And if
he dwells with those that tremble at
his word,—well, that is not a very high
degree of grace,—surely through his
love I may get to that, and God mas
come and dwell with me, and make me
to rejoice in his company.
loved, these evidences which are here
put down, are such as belong to the
vory least of the saints. If the Lord
had said he dwelt with those that had
full assurance, it would shut many of
us out. If the Lord said he dwelt
with those who had attained to the
higher life, and walked habitually with
him, that might shut us out again.
But, oh, how condescendingly he has
put it—with the poor, tho contrite, and
those that tremble at his word. Here is
God’s architecture, here is his cathedral,
here are his tabernacles in which he
dwells—the poor, the contrite, and the
trembling heart.  Jet us thank God
that these three marks are what they
are. It is consoling to our spirits that
they do not shut us out of hope.

IIL I will close, lastly, with this:
Those that are of this character secure
A GREAT BLESSING.  God says he will
leok: to them. That means several
things. It means consideration. Who-
ever and whatever God may overlook,
e will look upon a broken heart. This
nians approbation.  Though God docs
not approve of the most costly building
that is meant to be his house, he ap-
proves of every. one that trembles at
hiswond. Itmeansacceptance. Though
God will atcept no materialism in his

worship, ho will accept the sighs and
cries of @ poor broken spirit. It wmeans
affection. Be they who they may that
do not receive God’s help, contrite spirits
shall have it. And it wecans henedie-
tion. “To this man will I look.”
I was reading tho other day in an old
author the following reflection as near
as I can remetuber it.  Saith he, “There
may be a child in the family that is
very weak and sickly. There are sev-
eral others that are also out of health,
but this one is sorely ill. And the
mother says to the nurse, ‘You shall see
after the rest, but to this one will 7 lonk
—ecven to this one that is so sore sick
and so exceeding weak.”  So God does
not say to his angels, “ You shall look

For, be-after the poor and the contrite, I have

other things to do,” but he saith, “ (o
ye about, ye spirits, be ye ministering
spirits to those that are stronger, and
bear hem up in your hauds, lest they
dash themselves against a stone; but
here is a poor soul that is very poor: I
will Jook after Zém myself. Here is &
poor spirit that is very broken: I will
bind that up mysclf. Here is a heart
that trembles very much at my word :
I will comfort that heark myself;” and
50, he telleth: the number of the stars,
and caileth them all by name—bhe
healeth the broken in heart ; he bipdeth
up their wounds. Out of special love
to them he will do it himself. I should
like to bo the means of comfort to some
contrite spitit to-night.  Very likely
the Lord will say, “ No, T will not make
you the means of it.”  Very well, Mas-
ter: be it as thou wilt; but thou wilt
do it thyself. When we write books
and tracts, wo wish that we might com-
fort the desponding. Very likely the
Lord will say, *“No, no.”  What shonld
we roply to this? ¢ Lord, thou canst
do it better than we could. There are
sores wo cannot reach, some diseases
that laugh at our medicines, but, good
Lord, thou canst do it.” And the Lord
will come to you, poor broken down in
heart,—he will come. Don't despair.

) v ?1{52?:“
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"“Though the devil says you will never
be saved, don’s believe it; and above
all, turn your eyes fuli of tears to Christ
on the cross, and trust him. There is
talvation in no other, but there is salva-
tion in the crucified Redeemer.

¢ There is life for a look at the Crucified One;
There is life at this moment for thee ;
Then luok, sinner—look unto him, and be
saved—
Unto him who was nail’d to the tree,

1t is 1ot thy tears of repentance or prayers,
But the bleod that atenes for the soul:

On him, then, who shed it believing at once,
Thy weight of iniguities roll,

s anguish of soul on the cross hast thou
seen?
His cry of distress hast thou heard ?
Then why, if the tervors of wrath he exdured,
Should pardon to thee be defecr'd 2

We are heal'd by his stripes ;—wouldst thou
add {0 the word ¢
And ke is our 1ichteousness made :
The Lwst robe of hexven he bids thee put on ;
Oh! couldst thou be Letter array'd ?

Then doubt not thy weleome, since God has
deelared,
There remaineth no more to be done 5
That once in the end of the world ke u(;pcared H
And completed the work he begun.”

Look to Jesus, and rest your soal at
the foot of his cross, and if you don’t

get lifo to-day, nor to-morrow, you will!

get it; and if you have not joy and
peace in believing for many a day, it
20ill como: it must come, for God will
sooner or Jater look to him that is poor

and of a contrito spirit, and that trem.
bleth at his word.

Now, many will go away and laugh,
and say, *“ Well, I understand uothing
about that.” Poor heart! The more’s
the pity ! If thou livest and diest, rigt
knowing this, thy lot will be worse
than if thou hadst never been hom,
Tho Lord have mercy on theo! Though
thy pocket be lined with gold, and thy
back covered with the finest cloth, and
thy house full of splendid furniture,
and children on thy kuze, God haye
mercy on thee if thou hast never known
what a contrite spirit meaneth, for, as
the Lord liveth, a terrible end will be
| thine—an end withou! end, for ever
and for ever:

But, and if I speak to the poorest of
the poor, who came in hither though
they thought their clothes were not fit
for decent company, though you have
not a home to go to to-night, and
though you have not any comfort of
conscience by reason of sin; or, if I
speak to such as have many creature
comforts, but no comfort in spirit, be-
“cause you are pressed down by guilt;
; bless the Lord here, as you listen to the
proclamation of his tender mindfulaess
of your low estate ; for the message has
come, and Jesus is come to set free the
captive, to open blind eyes, and recover
the lost. ¢ This is a faithful saying,
jand worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners.” May you find salvation
in him, for his love’s sake. Amen.

Bostey,

THE LOST SHEEP.

“There were ninety andnine tl?t. safely lay
Iu the shelter of the fold
And one was out on the hills Lway,
Far off from the gates of gold :
Away on the mountains wild and bare—
Away from the tender Shepherd's care.

-¢¢Lond, Thou hast here the ninety and nine:
Are they not enough for Thee 7

i But the Shepherd made answer, ¢ This of mine
Has wandered away fromme;
And although the road be rough and steep,
T go to tlie degert to find my sheep.”

But none of the ransomed aver knew
How dee‘f"wu the water He crossed ;
Nor how dark the night that the Lord passed

Frs He found His sheep that was lost.
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Out in the desert He heard its cry,
Sick and helpless, and ready to die.

#10rd, whence aro those hlood-drops all the way,
That mark out the mountain's track 2"

4 They were shed for one who had goue astray
Ere the Shepherd could bring him back.”

# Lord whence are Thy hands so rent aud torn 2"

#They were pierced to-night by many a thorn,”

And all through the mountsins thunder-riven,
And up from the rocky steep,

There rose & cry to the gates of heaven,
“Rejoice, I have found my sheep 1"

Aad the augels cchoed aronnd the throne,

“ Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own !

“THEY SAY.”

“ They say "—ah ! well, suppose they do,
But can they prove the story true?
Suspicion may arise from naught

But mulice, envy, waut of thought ;

Why put yourself among the “they”

Who whisper what they dare not say ?

“ They say” =but why the tale rehearse,
Aud help to make the matter worse ?

No good can possibly acerue

From telling what may be untrue ;

And is it not 3 noble plan

To speak ot all the hest you can ?

@ They say "—well, if it should be so,
Why need you tell the tale of woe ?
Will it the bitter wrong redress,

Or wake one pang of sorrow less ?
Willit the erring one restore
Hencelorth, to ““go and sin no more?”

* Theysay”—0 ! pause and look within ;
Seo how thine heart inclines to sin;
Watdh, lest in dark temptation’s hour
Thou tov should sink beneath its power 3
Pity the frail, weep o’er their fall,

But »peak of good, or not at all.

WEARY, YET WAITING.
BY THE AUTIIOR OF *‘ TR OLD, OLD STONY."”
‘It wo hope for that we wea not, then do we with
patience wait for it."—Rox vii, 25,
Iam weary, yet I would not
Flee away and be at rest ;
Jesns loves me, and He could not
Fail to give me what is best,

I am weary, night and morning,
Of the world's jucessant strife,

But I know the day is dawning
Of a Lright eternal life.

1 can'wait a Jittle Ionger,
or-hix will is very dear ;
And in waiting I grow stronger,

For I feel the day'is near.

O the jos of being holy !

How delightiul it will be !
Mind and body giveu sololy

To the bliss of serving Theo !

Blessed Jesus ! Thou hast told me
1 shall see Thee as Thou art !

Face to face I shall behold Thee
Never more frum Thee to part ¢

1 shall see Thee in the glory
Which surrounded Thee above,
Ere began the wondrous story
Of thy dear redecming Love.

“I STAND AND KNOCK.”

I stand and knock, at holy Advent time;
OMh, happy, then, is he

Who, knowing well the Shepherd’s voice,
Opens the door to e ;

The ¢vening meal with him 'l hold,

And heavenly light and grace unfold,
1 stand aud knock,

I stand and knock. Without it is o old 3
The snow lies o'er the land

Like crystal columns, tall and straight,
The icy fir-trees stand,

And frozen are the hearts of mortals §

Who will unlaose the tight-baired portals?
I stand and knock.

I stand and knock.  Oh,could’st thou look but
onee
Intomy very face!
Could’st thou behold the crown of thoms,
The blooly nuil-prints trace )
So long have T been scek? ¢ vhee,
My steps lead from the acenssed tree.
I stand aud knack.

o

I stand and knack. The evening is so calm,
So quiet, near and L

The wide cacth sleeps ; from yonder heaven
Zonks down the evening star,

In such still, sacred hour of night,

To many a heart I've given light.
I stand and knock.

I stand aud knack, Say uot, “It is the wind
Rustling the branches sere 3"

Thy Saviour 'tis, thy Lord, thy God, my child ;
Al, close ot now thine car:

Though now I speak in whispers mild,

Too soon, perchance, in sturm-blasts wild,
1 stand and knock.

1 stand and knock. Now would I be thy guest:
But when this house of thine

A ruin lies, then think, O soul,
That thou shalt knock at wine ;

Then, if thou hast welcomed me,

Tll open Heaven's gates to thee.
I stand and knock

L4
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WHAT'S THE NEWS?

{The speeial interest of theso lines arlses from the
circunistanee that the autlior, a young mavn, siuce
, Was fusatic ol every poitit exeept thatof religion
on which he continued to the last thoroughly soun
and intelligent.)

Whene'er we meet, you always say,
What's the news{ What's the uews ?

Pray what's the order of the day ?
What's the news 2 What's the news?

Oh, I have got good news to tell !

My Saviour has done atl things well,

And teiumphed over death and hell, —
That's the news ! Ihat’s the news !

The Lamb was slain on Calvary,—

That's the news ! That’s the news !
To sct 2 world of sinners free,—

That’s the news ! That’s the news !
*Twas there His precious bleod was shed,
But now He's visen from the dead,—

That's the news ! That’s the news !

To heaven above the conqu’rot’s gone,—
That's the news ! That's the news'!
He's passed trivmphant to the throne,—

That's the news ! ‘I'hat’s the news !
And on that throne He will remain,
Until as judge He comes agzain,
Attended by a dazzling tran,—

That's the news ! That’s the news !

His work's reviving all around,—
That's the news ! That's the news!

And many have redemption found,-—
That's the news ! That's the news ¢

And since their souls have caught the flame,,

They shout hogannah to His name ;

And ull around they spread His fame, —
That's the news ! That's the news!

The Lord has pardoned all my sin,—
That's the news ! That's the news !
I feel the witiess now within,—
That's the news ! That’s the news !
Aund since He took my sins away,
And taught me how to wateh and pray,
Y'm happy now from day to day,—
That's the news ! That's tie news)

Aud Christ the Lord can save me now,—
That's the news ! That's the news !
Your sinful hearts he can yenew, —
That's the news ! That's the news!
This moment, if for sins_yon gricve,
T'his moment, if you do believe,
A full acquittal you'li receive, —
That’s the news ! That's thenews !

And then if auy one should say, —
What's the news?  What's the news?
O, tell them you've begun to pray,—
That’s the uews ! That's the news !
That you have join'd the conqu'ring band,
Aud now with joy, at God’s command,
You're marching to the better land, —
That's the news! That's the news !

fere)

HISTORICAL EVIDENCE OF
THE RESURRECTION OF
JESUS CHRIST.

By 71k Rev. C. A. Row, M.A.

We are sorry we cannot make room for the
wholc of this Lecture, the best of the volume
of Lectures delivered last year in the New
Hall of Science, City Road, London, in an-

swer to popular objections against revealed |

truth, The writer begins by showing that
the Christian religion is based on a historical
fact—the Resurrection : and his aim in this
lceture is to show that this fact can le estab-
Jished with the utmost certainty by four of
Paul’s Jetters admitted to be his genuine pro-
duetious by all the eminent uubelievers in
Europe. These four letturs, that to the Ro-
mans, the two to the Corinthians, and that to
the Galatians, were written, the lectuver
shows, the latest of them, less than 28 years
after the crucifixion, just the period that lies
Detween Jast year and the repeal of the corn-
laws, within that peried of tine, indeed, which
the most rigid canons of criticism lay down as
within the wmnost perfect period of historical

Ehistian Lhewghts

recollection, and by a man who must have
conversed with many who had seen the Lord
after His resurrcction, and who Himself saw.
Having cleared the ground thus far, the lec-
turer proceeds thus to use these four letters:—
I «Having pointed out the value of
“these letters as historical evidence, I
;now stato the chief facts which can be
1distinctly proved by them, and the
'natu-e of the evidence which they afford
of the historical truth of the Resurrec-
tion.

1. It is clear that not only did St.
Paul believe in the resurrcction of
Jesus Christ as an historieal fact ; but
that he considered it as the foundation
on which the revived Christian com-
munity was erected. He received it as
the one only ground of the existence of
the Church. Whatever may be said of
his refercuces to other miracles, his
references to this one are of the most

R
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unimpeachable character. They are too
numerous to be quoted in proof of this
in a lecturo of the length of the present
one. One will be suflicient. In the
fifteenth of the first letter to the Corin-
thians, he expressly asserts that if the
resurrection of Jesus Christ is not a
fact, Christianity is a delusion.

2. His mode of reference to this
event proves that he not only himself
believed in it as a fact, but that-he had
not the smallest doubt that those to
whom he wrote believed in it as firmly as
he did. He refers to it in the most
direct terms; he refers to it also in the
most incidental manner, as the founda-
tion of the common faith both of him-

used the name of Christ as their special
designation. Besides those, he spacifies
-a party which was especially attached
to himself. Onbe of theso parties went
the oxtreme length of denying Zis riyht
to the apostolical ofiice, on the ground
that he had not been one of the original
companions of Jesus.  No small purtion
of the second Epistle is oceupied with
dealing with this party, and defending
his own position against them.

Such being the stato of affuirs in this
Chureh, it is obvious that it the party
in opposition to his apostleship had held
any different views respecting the real-
ity of the resnrrection of Jesus Christ
from himself, the demolition of the en-

self and of those to whom he wrote. {tire defence which he puts in for it was
Ho evidently calculates that they would { cortain.  He puts the question, “/lave
accept his statements without the small- | I not scen Jesus Clrist owr Lord 37 1
est hesitation. Now nothing is more [do not quote these words as evidence
valuable than a set of incidental refer-;that ho had really seen Jesus Christ,
ences to an event.  They prove that;but as & proof that if his opponents had
both the writer and those to whom he not been firmly persuaded that the
writes know all about them, and have a jresurrection was a fact, the moment
common belief in them. Now observe jthis letter was read, they would have
how this is exemplified in the ordinary ; instantly denounced him as a fulsifier
Ieters which we write.  When we areiof the Gospel; and declared Lhat his
of opinion that our correspondent isiclaim to apustolical authority, based on
fully acquainted withaa event, we simply ; his having scer the risen Jesus, was
allude tv it, without entering on a for-, worthless, because L, had not risen.
mal description of it. ' We feel sure that It is evident, therefore, that as far as
our view of the fact will bo accepted Ly jthe fact of the reswrrection was con-
him.  Such is the manner in which St. | cerned, St. Paul and his biiterest oppo-
Paul refers to the reswrrection of Jesus { nents were agreed as to its truth, .
Christ, throughout these letters, with: 4. The evidence furnished by the
the exception of 1 Cor. xv. and Ist and | Epistle to the Galatizus is yet more
2nd of Galatians, where his referonce is | conclusive. llere was a stromg party,
Jor purposes dircetly historical and con- | who not only denied St. Paul's apostie-
troversial,  ship, but who had so far departed from
3. There are circumstances in these, his teaching, that he designates their
allusions which render this testimony ; doctrines by the name of weotler gospml.
stronger than any other in history. | This party had been so suecesstul, that
Jarty spirit raged fiereely in two of jthey had drawn away a large number
these churches, to whom theso lettors,of St. Paul's own converts. No one
were written.  In the Corinthian church jcan read this letter without secing that
there were several parties who were{the state of things in this Church
more or -less adverse to St. Paul. He|touched him to the quick. It is [ull
names three of thex: ; an Apollos party; | of the decpest bunsts of feeling. Yet
another which designated themselves by | the whole letter is written throughuut
the name of Peter; and a third which ! with the most cntire contidence, that
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however great were the differences be-
tween himself and his opponents, there
was no diversity of view between them
and him, that the belief in the resurrec-
tion of Jesus was the foundation stone
of their common Christianity. Hear
his words at the beginning of this letter,
¢ Paul, an apostle (not of man, neither
by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God
the Father, who raised Him from the
dead,) and all the brethren who are
with me, to the Churches of Galatia.
. I marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the grace
of Christ unfo another gospel : which is
not another ; but there are some which
trouble you, and would subvert the
gospel of God.” If St. Paul's belief,
and that of his opponents on this point,
had not been at entire agreement, no
man in his senses would have thrown
them down such a challenge as is con-
tained in these words, and is continued
in the strongest terms throughout the
entire letter.

5. Lut the cvidence furnished by
this letter goes far beyond the mere
belief of the Galatin churches at the
time it was sent to them. It involves
the testimony of two other churches,
viz., that of the great Church at Anti-
och, which was the metropolis of Gentile
Christianity, and that of the mother
Church of Jerusalem, and carries it up
to a mnch earlicr date. St Paul's
opponents were Judaizing Christians,
who professed themselves to be the
followers of St. Peter and St. James.
St. Paul, in the second chapter, asserts
that histeaching was in substantial har-
mony with that of theso two great
chiefs of the Jewish Church. St. Paul’s
opponents were Christians who belonged
to the most extreme Judaizing party in
the Church, and who maintained that
the observation of the law of Moses,
with all its rites and ccremonies, was
an integral portion of Christianity.
Yet this party was at one with Paul in
believing that the resurrection of Jesus
was o fact. If so, the whole Jewish

Church, even its most extreme mem-
bers, concurred in that bolief. The
second chapter makes it plain that the
whole Church at Antioch did the same
at the period when St. Peter and St.
Paul jointly visited it, and involves the
fact of St. Peter's direct testimony to
the truth of the resurrection. This
alone is sufficient to prove that the be-
lief, that Jesus Christ rose from the
dead, was no after-growth, but was co-

.|incident with the renewed lifo of the

Christian Church immediately after the
crucifixion.

6. Let us now look into the evidence
supplied by the Epistlo to the Romans.
If it bo urged that St. Paul had founded
somo of the other churches, and that
even his opponents some way or other
had adopted his views on this point,
this was a Church which he had neither
founded nor visited. It had evidently
been in existence years beforo he wrote
his letter to them. This Church was
so large and important, that he felt that
he was not in danger of being misappre-
hended, whon he stated thad their faith
was a subject of conversation throughout
the whole world. It contained a large
Jewish element ; and from the number
of strangers who visited that civy, there
can be no doubt that among its mem-
bers were representatives of every vari-
ety of Christian thought. Yet ho
addressed this Church with the full
confidence that its members held the
same views respecting the resurrcction
as ho did himself. Not only is all his
teaching based on the supposition of its
truth, and the fact again and again
reiterated; but the opening of the
letter declares that Jesus Christ was
marked out as the Son of God by the
reswrrection from the dead, and that on
it was founded his claims to be an
apostle.

Wo have thus firmly established the
fact that within a period of less than
twenty-eight years after the crucifixion
three large Christian Churches, who
were separated from each other by hun-



{
|
*

Lene

'f
t

THE CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY. 63

dreds of miles of space, were all of the
same mind in belioving that Jesus
Christ had risen from the dead, and that
this belief was the sole ground of the
existence of the Christian community.
Consider how long it would have taken
for such a belief to have grown up in
Churches thus widely separated.  We
have found that similar was the beliof of
the Jewish Church, and of that at Anti-
och, and proved that it was believed in
by those churches from their first origin,
‘We may therefore safely infer that it was
tho belief of the entire Christian body
wherever situated. It is useless there-
fore to assert that the belief in the miracu-
lous stories of the Gospels grew up very
gradually during the first century, and
for tho purpose of enabling them to
have done so, to put off the publication
of the first three Gospels to its close or
the first ten years of the second. On
the contrary, we have indisputable evi-
dence that the greatest of these miracles
was implicitly believed in within much
less than twenty-cight years after the
crucifixion,

6. This bolief was evidently not one
of recent growth. The mode in which
allusion is made to i proves that it was
contemporancous with the first belief in
Christianity on the part of those to
whom St. Paul wrote. As we have
scen, many of them were Jewish Chris-
tians, who must have been very early
converts themselves, or who must have
derived their faith from those who were.

agreed on this point. St Paul had
belioved in it from his conversion,
7.c., within less than ten years after the
crucifixion. Andronicus and Junia be-
lieved it still earlier. Peter, Junes,
and John belioved it from the first ; for
St. Paul states that he communicated
to them the gospel which ho preached
among the Gentiles ; and that they
generally approved of it; and in the
fifteenth to the Corinthiaus he expressly
aflirms that Peter and James had scen
'desus Christ after He was risen from
the dead. et it be observed that in
the Epistle to the Galatians he informs
us that he paid Peter a visit of fifteen
days, three years alter his own conver-
sion; and that duriny this visit, he had
an interview with James,  We cannot
orv, therefore, in asserting that we have
here the direct testimony of these two
men, that they had seen the visen Jesus.
It follows, therefore, that the helief in
the Resurrection was that on which the
Church was reconstructed immediately
after the erucifixion.

7. St. Paul makes, in the fitteenth to
the Corinthians, a very definite state-
ment as to a number of persons who
had actually seen Jesus Christ after He
had risen from the dead. e tells us
that on one occasion le was seen by
more than five hundred persons at once,
of whom the greater part, ‘., more
than two hundred and fifty, were still
living when he wrote. Now consider
how St. Paul, in making this assertion,

The allusions in the letter to the Gala-lpub himself in the hands of those oppo-

tians plainly includé the testimony of
St. Peter and St. James.  We also find,
by a most incidental allusion in the
letter to the Romans, that there were
two members of that Church who had
embraced Christianity before St. Paul.
The allusion is so incidental, that it is
worth quoting. It occurs in the midst
of alarge number of salutations, “Salute
Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and
my fellow prisoners, who are of note
among the apostles, who also were in

nents who denied his apostleship. If
the resurrection was not generally be-
lieved to be true, the discussion between
them might have been put an end to
then and there, by a simple exposure of
the falschood of such a statement.  But
if these five hundred persons really
thought that they had seen Jesus Christ
alive after He was crucified, how is it
possible to account for so singular a
fact, otherwise than on the supposition
of its truth?

Christ before me.” ~ Yet they were all

8. But further: in the Corinthian
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Church thero were persons who denied
the possibility of a resurrection, after
the body had been dissolved into its
various elements (1 Cor. xv. 14, 25),
and who affirmed that all that was
meant by the future resurrection was a
great spiritual change.  Yet, with de-
fective logic, they admitted that the
resurrection of Christ had been a bodily
one (see 1 Cor. xv. 12-17). The
apostle presses them with the following
reasoning, How can you deny the possi-
bility of a bodily resurrcction hereafter,
when you admit that Christ actually
rose from the dead? If this latter point
had not been the foundation of the
faith of the Church, they might have
made short work of the apostle and his
logic by simply denying the truth of
the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.
This circumstance also proves that there
were persons in the Church to whom

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT.

An autobiography of last century : being the
Life and Conversion of Dugald Buchanan,
as nartated by himself.

Translated for the CHRISTIAN JONTILY.
ClLAY. 11,

(Continued.)

When about 12 years of age I went
to Stivling, where I continued for some
time in the tamily of Mr. R. D. At
this time I fell into a fever and again
death came to look me in the face,
which brought my sins to my remecm-
brance.  Language would faii to des-
cribe the horrors that took hold on me,
for my bodily pain, which was great,
was as nothing compared to my mental
distress,  “Tho spirit of a man will
sustain his “infivmity, bat a wounded
spirit. who can bear?” Prov. xviii. 14.
[ could hardly look for merey, as I had
heen disobedient all my days. O! sin
Iay heavy on my conscience, and I be-
sought the Lord to spare me so that I
could find time to repent, binding my-
self by vows to serve the Lovd if I lived.

this letter was written who were far
from being disposed readily to beliove
in a story of a resurrection from the
dead. In one word, they were not
over-credulous.

Wo are now in a position most posi-
tively to afiirm that the story of the
resurrection of Jesus was no fietion
which slowly grew up during the latter
half of the first century, but that it was
a fact, fully belicved in by those who
gave the now impulse to the Christian
Church after the crucifixion of its
Founder. I have not quoted the testi-
mony of the Gospels to prove this,
because my opponents deny its validity.
I have simply deduced it from histori-
cal documents, which they allow to be
genuine. It is evident, therefore, that
one miracle narrated in theso Gospels
is nota late-invented myth.”

It pleased the Lord to deliver me from
this sickness and to raise me from the
gates of death. DBut I no sooner re-
covered from this sickness than I grew
weary of my vows. “ Nevertheless, they
did flatter Him with their mouth, and
they lied unto Him with their tongues:
for their heart was not right w'th Him,
neither were they steadfast in His cov-
cnant,” Psalm Ixviii. 36, 37.

It was about this time I fell in with
a hook having this title: “Grace abound-
ing to the chief of sinners.” The title
of the book suited me exceedingly well,
for methought that T myself, without
any doubt, was the very man. In read-
ing the book I saw thatthe writer was a
areat sinner, and that, notwithstanding,
he received mercy. Then said I, it may
be that the Lord will have mercy on mo
likewise, seeing that pardon is oftered to
the chief of sinners. This thought gave
me groat encouragement to go to the
Lord and lay bare before IHim my
sins, In doing this I felt such melt-
ings of heart that at times, with a flood
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of tears, I was found resolving I would
never moro forsake the Lord. This
Seripture, [ fancied, swectly aﬂ‘cctc-}l
me—* My grace is suflicient for you.
2 Cor. xii. 9. Dut this impression
continued only for a brief season, as I
kuew in my own heart, and as others
who hoped the grace of God had been
made sufticient for me, soun saw in my
life. So far as I remember I persevered

gradge, having 1o other way of being
avenged on them., T stayed two years
in this place, and, notwithstanding my
immeasurable provecations, the Lord, I
must acknowledge, showed me preat
kindness. e did so in restoring me to
health, after 1 had been at death’s door,
And again, He showed His kindness by
giving mo the providential deliveranco
1 am now o tell.

One day as 1 was walking along the

in my religious duties about three y & onyg |
months ; and took, dwring that time, ;street, (Stirling) a (}l'lll:kch soldier, right
intense delight in 1eading good buoks, | beforo me, was l»u‘mg tormented by a
of which there were many in the house* lad who was insulting him by thowing
where 1 lived, for the reading of which in his face a bundle of dirty mygs.  Ig-
I had plenty of time. But novels and  norant of the woik that had Leen going
plays came to my hand, and in a short, on 1 took up therags to throw them out
time I began to lose all relish for yead-, of the road, when the seldier saw me,
ing religious books, and I spent all my jand supposing T was the very lad that
spare time in reading romantic and ,' h:}d been dogging him, I_w turned, drew
amusing stories, which caused me to his bayonet, and made for me. s the
negleet prayer, and made me seven times ; only way of escape I ran into a eloxe (a
worse than I was before. My old habit; narvow lane) that was near, and just as
of swearing, aud other secret sins, came | I was entering, and he was about to
back. I began to take great delight in;stab, the Lord in his adorable provi-
narrating foolish and false stories to my ; dence so ordered it that he fell head-
companions, so that I at last fell into:long, and there he lay for a time un-
such a lying habit that rather than be conscious, so that I had a chance to
without a story I would make one for escape with my life.
tho occasion, which practiee brought me. 1 must not omit to mention here
at last to such a woful state that 1 could  another and  third deliverance I recerv-
hardly speak a word of solid truth.” ed from God while living in Stirling.
I becawe now so abandoned and ull-f;h' h“llp?“‘?d that being on my way
Toly, and such an adept at swearing, | from Ldinburgh, en a very wet day, in
that while walking abroad I would:the month of ;\(?\'cmbar,' I was De-
curse aloud those against whom I had a Bighted near Falkitk.  When I came
e we oo e o 0 Carront water T immediately touk the
*Iugh Miller, whose imagination was mor- . ford without once Lhinki"g of the heavy
Didly active till the tragic end came, fell futo | rains during the day.  No sooner did L
the same habit of story-telling to Lis clas- reach the middle of the stream than my

mates, hut takes a less severe view of *he ey PO
Dusiness than Dugald Buchanan did. ¢y horse, losing his footing, began to

story-telling vocation,” says Ilugh Miller, : flounder, and the night being dark I was
“*once fairly ascertained, there was, T found, ;ab a loss whether 1 ought to g0 on ov
o stopping in my course, 1 had totell all { o return. T did tarn back, however,

9,
the stories T had ever heard or read ; and at N dvor by s
Tength, after weeks and months of narvative, 1 and crossed the river by tho bridge, not

found my available stock of acquited fact and | YOy far_away, getting home eate, to
fiction fairly exhausted ; aud setting mysclf| hear as the first news in the morning
}l'; ;’r"'«ntn\:lr;"r"&} otri :hc lc-{;t'. wth')'l"ll)‘-'lbitli?‘ that & man, attempting the same ford
pt ginal production cpan to dole out to 3 . G

them by the hour and the d{:’ct long extempore that m.ght, was drq“ ned. s
biographies which proved wonderfully popular| _ A little after this I left Stirling for
and suceessful.— Translator, Ediuburgh, where I remained six
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months in the employment of Mr.
S . In Ldinburgh I went tc
still greater length in sin. Meoting
a corrupt young man like myself,
wo oncournged each other in sin;
and in every act of transgression 1
was always the leader,  And yet amid
my foolish and sinful pleasure. con-
seience often awoke and put in me
great fear of the anger of God ; but 1
concluded it was of no use now to re-
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tures, could never hope to bo a par-
taker.®

I began, however, to think that sin.
ners greater than I, had recoived pardon,
I instanced to myself Manassech and
Paul, who, worse than I, found pardon.
By this 1 plucked up a little courage,
and in reading a book about the sin
against the Iloly Ghost, and the marks
of it, 1 came to the conclusion that I
had not committed this sin, and the

pent. ** But thow saidst, there is no jhope sprung up that the Lord might for-
hope : mo, for I have leved strangers, jgive me, as 1 had not yet gone the
and after them I will go,” Jer. ii. length of that unpradonablesin, “ Who
25. knows,” said I, “ bt the Lord may yet

As I was now 18 years of age my  be gacions to me1”  Delieving, there-
father wished me to choose a trade fore, that I could not be more wretched,
of some kind, and to settle down und ;I resolved to venture on Gud and to let
Jeamn it, but that was the very thing I/ 1lim do with me as seemed to Him
was set against, for I loved too wellmy jgood.  From that time, therefore, 1
idle wandering life to wish for anything ; began to be another man, prayed tiice
clve. However, at lust my rc]ations‘each day, and left off’ such sins as did
persuaded me by showing me that by jformerly beset me. 1 found also in
this plan I could be surer of a livelihood | myself a heart Tauken for sin, and much
aud comfort than any other way. T sweetness in this promise following :
chose therefore the trade of a house- (%I, even I, am 1le that blotteth out
carpenter, and weut to Kippen and.‘thy transgressions, for mine own sake,
bound myself apprentice for three years,and will not remember thy sins,” Isa.
to a master who was a relation of my (xliii. 25. Dut whatever sweetness and
own. In Kippen I met with com- comfort I found in this promise at that
panions of a diflerent kind from those 1 time, my conduet and desires afterwards
had been accustomed to, ond as the showed clearly that I did not fully
parish church was near I attended it understand that promise, especially that
each Sablath day to hear preaching. |part of it— for mine own sake,” for 1
The minister, the Revd. Mr. 1’otter,ilookc(l for forgiveness because of my

preached a serios of sermons from Job
xxil. 21, “ Acquaint now thyself with
IHim, and be at peace, thereby God
shall come unto thee.” By many
mighty considerations he proved how
needful that man should be at peace
with God through our Lord Jesus
Clirist. But a thousand doubts sprang
up in my unbelicving heart, the worst
of which was that I was now be-
yond hope, that the day of grace
was now past, and that God would
never forgive me seeing I had back-
slidden so often. I sorrowed on ac-
count of the happiness of others, of
which I, the most miscrable of crea-

prayers, my tears, and my duties, and
not because of Zlis sale.

*Though the religious condition of Scot-
land, at this thne, was one of gieat deadness
and darkness, Gol did not leave Himself
without some neble witnesses for the truth in
the pulpits of the Jand. Thos. Boston lit up
the south of Scotland with his doctrines and
life.  The Sceession Fathers gathered and
cherished the dying embers in many a rural
district south of the Grampians. The cities
had such men as Dr. Erskine, Dr. MceLaurin,
and Dr. Gillies, while in the remote High-
lands the Calders and the Trascrs, by fervent
picty wedded to true genius, kept the flame
alive.  During that dark, dreary time occur-
red the revival (1742) in Cambuslang, and
Whitfield's visit to Scotland.— Z'ranslator.
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I was now o reformed man in the [overcome, But the locks of my corrupt
estimation of my neighbours, and more { naturoe were not yet shern, and when
than that, I was a reformied wan in my | temptation camo it broke all phe cords
own cstimation, and I spent my spare | with which I thoughtto bm‘-l it ‘Nuch
time in reading the Biblo and other indeed was tho strength of sin in me
good books. There was a glen near my jab Lh:\h_ time, ‘I believe, though hell
father’s house, whither it was my habit ; itself, with all its terrors, Iay })0[‘0113 me,
to resort for prayer. Here I pnssvd:l would break through the fiery fence.
ench sabbath alone, reading the word, i The covenant being thus broken 1 felt
praving, and singing psalms.  When . that [ was utterly uadono. My despair
God's people saw how diligently [ was great, for Isaw how just it would bo
waited on the means of gracethey began for God to cast me into hell, according
to love me, and [ began to love myself|to the terms of my covenant with Him.
when I found such good desires in my ; But I recoverad my spirits and began to
Tieart, and such good deeds in my lifo, ! hope for forgiveness, it I could only do
for I resolved, with all my might, to{better in the future, and so I rencwed
keep Gad's commandments in such ajmy vows. .Aml this was my usual way,
way that tho greatest Pharisee could | I promised in the presence of God to—
not say to me, * Brother, lot me pluck keep all His commandments, especially

+ g,

habits were now forsaken, but my old

set 2 time bofors myself, sometimes

thoe mote out of thine eye.”* My old j that one T was most liable to break, and

desires were not yet dried up, only
turned out of the channel in whichihey
formerly ran, which resulted just in
this, that they made for themselves new
channels, it being impossible to stop
the stream while the fountain that sup-
plies it still xuns. It is true thata dam
may be built to stop its course for a
time, but the high flood of temptation,
when it comes, will sweep away the
flimsy barriers which men ercct by
their own vows and resolutions. I
found, therefore, that my besetting sin,
which had often conquered me, was
still too strong for me. I was so vexed
and grieved with this that I entered
into a solemn covenant with God against
that sin, placing myself under the pen-
alty of ecternal dammation, should I
break that covenant, imagining, in my
ignorance, that I would not be so mad
as to incur the damnation of hell for
one lust, for I then thought that all my
other sins had been finally and fully

*1t is instructive to notice that Buchanan,
like Luther, and many other eminent saints,
had a long and painful struggle before he saw
and understood God's simple unencumbered
plan of saving sinners through faith in Christ.
—Translator.

| three months and sometines six months,
i I fixed the time thus breause I imagin-
el that if' I conld refrain from my sin
for a time it would by degrees become
so weakened that I conld finally over-
come it, But invariably it happened
that the sin was stronger at the end
than the beginning; and if it so hap-
pened, which was not often, that I kept
the vow well for the time specified, I
claimed some indulgence as a reward
for the torturs I had been suffering in
refraining from sin.

About this time I attended the cele-
bration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper in a neighboring parish, as a
spectator, for I felt myself unfit to be a
communicant. My conscience was
thoroughly awakened that day as I
began to understand that I was still un-
saved, notwithstanding all my reform-
ations. On my way home I fell into
deep distress, and as I was all alone I
spent the most of the night on the road,
at times weeping, at times praying, and
at times throwing mysclf on the ground
regardless of what injury I might re-
ceive. I arrived at homo worn out as
much by mental distress as by the
journey, but the storm gradually
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passed away, and though my memory is
ab fault as to the precise thing that gave
me relief, I can remember well that it
was a false peaco founded on looking
back on some good thing I hiad done, or
looking forward to some good thing I
hoped by and by to do. Dut this rot-
ten foundation was soon shattered by a
sermon from Isa. xxviii. 16, ¢ Behold 1
Tay in Zion, for a foundation, a stone, a
tried stone, a precious corner stone, a
swre foundation.”  Tremember well that
as soon as I discovered that I was
not building on Jesus Christ T became
extremely anxious to know how I counld
make a baginning in that direction ; but
how the matter ended 1 cannot now
recollect, unly, whatever building there
was, soon thereafter fell, and the fall
was great, for, quarrelling with my
master, I set out for Dumbarton, where
I cngaged for six months with a new
master.

- I was twenty vears of age when I
began life in Dumbarton, and wanting
the good companionship I had in
I ppen, and wanting also the root of
bhe matter, my new companions drew
me aside to drunkenness, on which
occasions, when reason forsook me, I
foll into oaths, at which I was sore
grieved when T became sober, and began
the old business of making vows, which
were no svoner made than they were
broken, My wretched building of un-
tempered mortar fell, not at one stroke,
‘but bit by bit, and inch by inch, so that
at Jast I was houseless in the miry clay,
and became a partner with my wicked
companions in their hellish deeds. One
day, when out for the fresh air, this
scripture came with terrible poignancy
to my conscience, “ When the unclean
spirit is gone out of a man he walketh
through dry places sceking rest, and
findeth none. Then he saith, I will re-
turn into my house from which I came
out ; and when he is come he finds it
empty, swept and garnished. Then
goeth he and taketh with himself seven

-other spirits, more wicked than Limself,

and they onter in and dwell there ; and
the last state of that man is worse than
the first,” Matt. xii. 43-45, This went
like a knifs to my heart. It filled me
with horror that God had forsaicen me
and that I had becomo the habitation of
devils.  * Cursed bo the day,” 1 eried,
“when I went astray from God, cursed
bo the day when I met with theso
wicked companions. Oh! the misery
of being delivered up to this.  Oh! how
doleful to be the subject of such a
doom,” I was indeed in such a state
that I could have torn my hair and my
fiesh 5 but it is really impossible for me
to express the horror with which 1 was
filled as 1 Jooked on inyself as forsaken
of God and given over to the wrath
which shall devour the adversaries.
After this [ fell into a state of gloom
so that nothing could give me pleasure ;
but at length I resolved what to do. It
was clear, [ said, that heaven was lost,
and that there was no other heaven for
me, unless I could manage to make my
heaven here on earth. I cheered up,
therefore, and plunged while I could
into foolish and sinful pleasures. Al
the bonds of religion were now broken
and cast aside, and like the wild ass of
the desert, I ran at large, all the time
trying to hush conscienee, which, how-
ever, could hardly be dune. The last
balm I found for my wounds was hearty,
merry company, in which I was always
found when it was within my reach.
Bubt as company could not always be
found I committed to memory, as the
next best thing, all the rhymes and
songs I could find, whiclh was poor balm
for a wounded conscience, us I found in
my experience, for peace was still far
from me. Then I began to think that
if I could only convince mysclf that
there is no God, I could then Lo at
peace, but I could not manage this
though I earnestly desired it, for in the
very heart of my merriment, when I
thought I had succeeded, the fuet of
His existence, and the reality of Wis
wrath, would flash into my soul with
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tho force of certainty from which there
was no eseape.  “ Tho fool hath said in
his heatt, ¢ There is no God,'” Psalm
xiv. 1. Iaving tried every plan’ to
eatisfy my mind (so that 1 might sin
without remorse) that there is no God,
and having wished that it might be so
with all my heart, I notwithstanding
failed, as I have said ; but at last, un-
asked and unsought, the fearful boon I
coveted came to me, and I was now as
helpless to eonvinee myself that God is
as 1 was formerly to convineo myself
that Ho is not.*

Happening one day to be in a woord
near by, with perplexing thought about
the existence of Godl, I began to look at
the plants that grew around, noticed
how wouderfulthey were in structure and
color, and having plucked some of them,
on close examination I perceived such
perfect regularity in the disposition of
branches first on one side of the stem
and then on the other, that I could de-
teet no discrepancy.  Pursuing this
thought I noted the variety of birds
and animals, fulfilling with such uni-
formity the ends for which they came
into existence, and provided for by
some power beyoud themselves.  Then
I asked, how could this Le? to which
no answor could be given better than
to assume ‘the existencs of & wise and
powerful Creator. In this way, contem-
plating the order to be seen in Creation
and Providence, my mind came to some

*Here is a striking illnstration of God
“semding men strong  delusion that they
should believe a Jie,” of Qo tuking away
the taleut that has beer misused, of Gud
hardening stifl more men's hardened hearts.
For it won'd seem from this striking fact so
clearly brought out and so honestly expressed
that this delusion, this deprivation, this hard-
ening is, as the Bible indicates, not only the
nataral and necessary result of the laws that

overn the spiritual world, just as natural
linduess will come to him that keeps his eyes
for ever closed, but that over and above this
there is such « thing asa positive intervention
of God in awful wrath, to bring on the spirit-
ual eye of the hardened sinner what came on
zl‘xtzbodily eyeof Elymas the sorcercr.— Trans.
r.

settlement in the belief that thero is o
God, and that e upholds and governs
all His creatures. Another day, while
wandering in the fields, I found a horse’s
head lying on the ground, bleached
with thoe rains and sun, and so clean
and bare that all the sockets and joints
werg visible,  Laking it up in my hands
I examined minutely how the parts
were framed and jointed, noticing espo-
cially the exquisito workmanship around
the ear and the nostril. I tried hard to
discover any diflerenco botween the
workmanship of one side and the work-
mauship of the same parts on the other
side, or any defect, or rudeness, and
after long and close serutiny I found
nothing but the most perfeet harmony
aud adaptation of pat to part. It was
clear to me now that infinite wisdom
alone could coustruct such a piece of
machinery, aud that all the mechanics
in the world could not make another in
ail respeets like it, and if they could not
frame the skeleton of a horse, and fit
bone to bone, far less could they clothe
it with veins, flesh and skin, and still
less could thoy infuse breath intv it and
cause it to walk nbout. T concluded
now with certainty that there is a God
who is infinite in his power an:d wisdom,
One who is the Creator of all and who
reigns as Ho wills aver all His works.
And still further did T feel satisfied that
this conclusion was right when I viewed
wan, so exalted above other creatures,
endowed with reason, and eapable of
becoming acquainted with God and Iis
works, Thougi: from these and similar
ways of reasoning I awrived at full
certainty of the existence of God, I was
still ignorant of the proper way to
worship such a glorious being, For I
now began to be troubled with doubts
as to the divinity of Christ and the
authority of the Scriptures, justas I had
been formerly with Atheism, and thus,
for a time, I lost in a manuer the guid-
ance of the Scriptures by rejecting theiv
Divine origin. This temptatiou, I mean
in regard to the divinity of Christ, fol-
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lowed me and troubled me till God re-
vealed Himself to me in Christ, which
discovery alone vanquished for me
these temptations and other temptations,
likewise. But before this discovery
came I went on in sin, openly and with-
out shame, nay, glorying in my wicked-
ness to such a degree that I assumed
the sins of my companions. As for the

dible I never read it now. The books
I vead most were, ““ Gordon’s Geegraphi-
cal Grammar ™ and the * History of the
Kings of Scotland.” T became now so
impatient of rebuke that I could not
bear a word in that way, because this
stirred up my conscience and made me
miserable and desperate. I fell on the
wicked expedient, therefore, of wresting
the Scriptures to justify my wicked
deeds.  Oh! the height of this desperate
wickedness,  “In which (Paal’sletters)
are some things hard to be understood,
which they that zre unlearned and un-
stable wrest, as they do also tho other
Scriptures, unto their own destruction.”
¢ Woe nnto them that call evil good and
goad evil, that put darkness for light
and light for davkness, that put bitter
for sweet and sweet for bitter.,” 2 Deter
iii. 16; Isa. v. 18-20.

It was about this time I met with
one who was csteemed a learned man
among his fellows, of whom I asked
what he thought of the nature and du-
ration of the sufferings of the wicked in
the world to come. e said at once
that there was no such a thing as efernel
damnation, and tried to prove his state-
ment with araument, dwelling chiefly
on this, that such a thing was contrary
i0 the gouwdness af God. “ How could
it agree,” said he, “with God's goodness
to turment puar creatures, especially the
poor heathen that never heard of his
merey, through the long ages of eternity?”
WhenT heard this new doctrine, clothed
in such plansible words and fenced by
such arguments, I was quite delighted,
thinking now that T might have peace,
for it hell was only for a season, then T
could not he altogether without hope.

Oh the sweetness of such a dectrine to &
miserable wreteh who looked for nothing
less than efernal misery. No sooner
did I leave the company of this man
than I began to preach 1o others
my new discovery, and that with the
very arguments with which T had heard
it supported, but I could not get one to
believe me, and no wonder, for, to ‘tell
tho truth, I did not fully believe it
myself. I could not persuade myself
any further than this, that 1 wished it
were true, but all my attempts at set-
tling down in the belief were disturbed
by these thoughts :—* There is a God,
and He is a God of trath. This God
has told me plainly in His word that
the punishment of the wicked is eternal.
It is only & man like mysclf that has
asserted the contrary.” And then I re-
membered the words, ¢ Let God be true
and every man a lim,” and concluded,
hence, that as for me my doom was cer-
tain, Finding it, therefore, impossible to
get Jasting comfort from this new doc-
trine, I bazan to cast about as to how X
could bear eternal five and dwell in ever-
lasting burning, and how my poor weak
back could sustain <o long the burden of
God’s wrath. At one time I imagined
that God would strengthen me to carry
what His heavy haud lad lsid on me,
and again, I concluded that I would do
like other people—harden myself to
endure my dolor.  But these at the
best were but sorrowful expedients, and
I drove the thoughts from me.

There was sne thing I found in my=-
self that seemed strange, and that is,
that I never could’have full enjoyment
in the society of very wicked men, for
though I was extremely wicked I could
not love wickedness in others, and often
did I rebuke men for their drinking,
swearing, and other sins.  When things

went against me I wounld once and
again have enlisted in the army, only
the thought of the wicked lives of theso
soldiers, and the prospect of weing shut
up for years with no other company,

staggered me, as I still had a faint hope
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that if I only kept myself out of such| Thus did I learn lessons which have
associations I would some day or other|been useful to mo since. 1. Then I
perhaps become a better man.  This)learned the need that Christians should
faint thought had not strength yet tojadopt the resolution of the Psalmist
assort itself s0 as, against my unbeliof, [ (Psalm xxxix. 1) “1 said 1 will tako
to say * there is hope in Isracl as to this: heed to my ways, that I sin not with
thing,” but at any rate it influenced meo/my tongua; Uwill keep my mouth with
thus far that I imagined all chance of|a bridle while the wicked is before me.”
recovery would be lost did I enter the | It is proper that wo should combine the
army, I having still at times some hope ! wisdom of the serpent with the harm-
of salvation, wisely kept out of it. | lessness of the dove, and =0 walk that

Here was a thing that was very in-. our good bo not evil spoken of, fur many
jurivus to me at this stage, the loovse rwateh for our failings that they may et
lives, viz, of professors of religion and | oceasion to speak against religion. 2.
especially of ministers of the gospel. It Then I learaea that thero is much need
was always a habit with me, when'! that Christians should lay this precept
thrown into the company of ministere to heart (Col. iv. 3, 6), “ Walk in
and church members, to wateh sharply " wislom toward those that ave withont,
their words and actions, that I might redeeming tho time.  Let your speech
know whether they lived consistently | ho always with grace seasnned with salt.”
with their profession. And when I. Ministers and members shoull remembier

discovered their conversation to be,
frivolous, and about worldly subjects:
unbecominy wen like them, then I con-
cluded that they were only hypacrites, or
¢lse that there was no such thing as:
true religion, for I felt convineed these’
people did not truly believe what they .
pressed on others, or else they would
live and act otherwise than they did.:
Hence I concluded that other people, at

that their example is what people look
at, and if the salt Inse its saveur where-

"with shall it be salted, if the light that

is in the world be darkness how great
must the darkness be. Solomon says
(Eecles. x. 1) “ Deard flies cause the oint-
ment of the apothecary to send finth a
stinking savour; so d.th a little folly
him that is in reputation for wisdom
and honour.”  Bad example fivm pro-

heart, were just as bad as myself, only | fessing Christians makes the weak De-
less honest. I served the devil openly | Hever stumble, it havdens the hearts of
and crowned him my Trinity, showing | transeres<ors, and  brings disvepute on

without what I was within, but they:

professed outwardly to be the servants,

of Gud, whercas they were in secret like
me, the servants of the devil.*

the ways of Gol. “"Thou hast cansed
the enemies of God to blaspheme” (2
Sam. xii. 14) Al these things I
learned from sorrowtul expertence.

*Born in 1716 and dying in 1768, Dueald |
Buchanan’s Jite happened on the darkest time
of that dark century that is ealled the «dark |
age ™ of the Church of Scotland.  *“Over vast
tracts of the country a cold, semi-seeptical ,
moderatism held undisturbed sway, while the
evangelism which here and there nomiually
held its ground was seldan of that stroug
fervour and Ingh-toned type with which hap-
pily we are now so familiar. Error spoke'
aloud with clear and unfaltering tongue on the
high places of the land ;3 while truth, scorned
and downtrodden, ultered its voiee with stant
mering and muffled aceents.” The leading
<lergymen of the Church of Scotland were |

then intimate with Hume, who complimenied
them by saying that he kuew no chareh so
favorable to Deism as the Seateh Chureh ;

| they patronized eavd parties and theatees, and

frowned on praver meetings anl missionary
socicties, justifying the satire :—
“ 1id elose in the green-room same elergymen

ay—
Good actors themselves, their whole lives a
play.” '~ Translator.
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@hixting Wik,

Miss MacPneason 18 CaNavpa—It
is Christ-like to go out into the slums
and lanes of Londen in search of boys
and girls who have none to care for
body or soul, and to give them food,
clothing, vdueation, and a knowledge of
the plan of salvation, and send them
across the great Atlantic to us hers in
Canada, that we may follow up the good
work begun on the otherside. A great
Teap surely from the fogs of London to
the snow of Canada for Miss Macl*her-
son, who thus writes

“ My very dear sister,—Could you
but see me this morning, started on my
peragrinations in these snowy regions,
you woull be amazed. The poor worn
head perfectly well, aftor a whole week
in the quiet, restful Home at Xnowlton,
Jooking on at children being trained,
sewing-meetings  and  Dible veadings
being  held, favmers being conversed
with, and holding up the hands of my
two companions, who went forth to ad-
dress Sunday schools or preach the
gospel

Yesterday morning, fancy me starting,
fixd up in my delightful warm fur
cloak, and many other ingenious devices
1 defy the cold, wintry blast, a ride
of vighteen miles, Mis. F'—— my com-
panion, and J. J. W the driver of
our sleigh. During the journey we
stopped twice. The first time wo met
with one of our onee poor, pale-faced res-
cues, Katie D— What a change, now
happy and useful, compared to the time
when we sheltered her from the dreaded
return of her drunken father from
prison !

As the night clused in, the cold
cauxed us to hasten to our journey’s end
as quickly as the strength of our Home
horse would admit of.  Dut cheery was
it to bo told by our friend, as we passed
one farmhouse after another, ¢ We have
a boy here and a girl there doing well.”
Sometimes it would be, “ We have had

to move a boy ; his temper did not suit ;
but since he has been back to the Home,
and placed out again with a firmer mas-
ter, he is doing much better.” A very
hearty Canadian welcome awaited us.
Ushered into a warm yoom, our wraps
taken off, and soon we were seated en-
joying a “high” tea. It snowed all
night, and drifted in at every crevice of
our bedroom window.

Snow fell all day, and to my idea it
seemed improbable for many to gather
for a meeting. The village street was
enlivened all day Ly the constant pas-
sing of the sleighs, with merry jingle of
bells. It was indeed a new scene to
witness the gathering of a meeting to
hear of the orphan and destitute chil-
dren, whose cause we had come to plead,
and contradict a report which had gone
forth in their district, that it was a mass
of. jail-birds we had brought from Eng-
land.

As we arrived, a farmer kindly offered
to broom the snow from our fect—a pro-
cess all seemed prepared to do for each
other. Then, in a good-sized hall, about
fifty of all ages gathered around an im-
monse stove—ministers, doctors, and
farmers, with their belongings.  Chairs
in front of the stove were set for the
minister and myself.

After singing “ Rock of Ages,” ctc.,
and prayer, it was so like a family, that
it Leeame easy just to tell real story
after story as to how we find the chil-
dren, where the means come from, and
what is required of those who receive
them. .

The minister, having heard of the
work, had gune to the Iome and re-
ceived little Dessio, aged ten. She
came up and gave me a hearty kiss, and
then, so childlike, showed me her new
winter garments. Now who was Bessie}
Tho child of a surgeon who had ruined
his family by intemperance. The
mother, a teacher in a ladies’ school in
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Germany, earning herbread, afteralong|its purpose was steadily kept in view,
and heavy struggle.  Bessie is Deing aud through the dependonces of fuith,
loved and educated in everything tojGod’s people oblained that which they
make her a aseful woman. desired of Him, 1t was a stirving sight
Next morning wo started for visits to}to sea the budy of the Jarge hall com-
several children,  Found the fivst child ' pletely filled as well as a portion of the
gono to school.  We saw her Jooking | gallery,  with believers _confcsscdly
well as we passed the school-house, and ! yivlded up to Gud and his work, and
called her out. Al wo saw that day met together with the desire to learn
filled oar hearts with deepest thanktul- i betler how to do it. Not “a man”
ness.  The mecting in the evening was, (James i. 3), but a thousand men lack-
held in the Congregational Chureh, well 'ing  wisdom, and askmg it of Gl
warmed and lighted, and 2 most intelli-} Will he give us a stone I No, but &/,
gentJooking  gathering.  Lre long L:the thing we lack, shall be given us
espied one of the orphan lads, and called {liberally and without upbraiding.
him to me, knowine that seeing one! Mr. Dlackwond presided, and after 2
such would bo worth all I could say as pause for silent prayer, opened with a
far as emlorsing the worik. e was aifew words of exhartation as L the
bright, iutellectual Jooking youth of object of the mecting  The subject
fourteen, who in a st manly waypropesed was, ** What are the existing
answered me a few questions. It is in' hindiances  to sueeess in Christian
this way we are securing the prayers of . work?” and he yenanded the meeting
God’s dear  children, and, we trust, . that it was not for the forwarding of any
opening many & heart and home for! partienlar man’s werk, but for the for-
those who may yet come forth from the | warding of God’s work, and for connsel
dens of sinand iniquity of our great!out of Fihe Buok, that we were assem-
cities.” jbled. Tt was indeed a “solemn assems
{oly,” and one that should be, and wounld
CoXFERANCE OoF WORKERS AT MiLp-!be, rich in resulis,
aay Parg, Loxpox.—We have been The Rev. Thain David=on then gave
lovking forward with deep: interest 1o’ the opening adilress, whieh was of con-
the meeting of this conference. We siderable lonath, and of deep intovest,
can only give an outline of the pmcccd-t The Rev. L. Riehavdson spoke on the
ings.  We wish it were in our power o nafure of the work, and vead Jer 1. 9,
give 2 portion of tha opening adidress of | where the prophet is sent “ to ront out,
the Itev’d John Thain Davidzon, an as-ito pull down, to destroy,” and then
sociate of our younger days, und 2! 1o huill, and to plant.”  This is the
feilow student in the Ldinburgh Uhi-: work, but some say, ¢ Who is te do it ?
}'L'IS“,\'. who is now an influential min-; I can’t.” Mr. Richardson here read a
ister in London. Hetter from a young man, who had asked
The fist quarterly meeting, says the: how he should hegin to work for Gal,
London Chrestian, as was announced in’ which we give, becanse it shows Gol’s
our last, was held on Saturday at Mild-' way of making a worker.
may Park. Tho preliminary meeting] “I write 1o you now with a heart
for prayer at three was numeronsly {overflowing with amazment and thank-

attended, and, no doudbt, the blessing
realized in the evening meeting was due
to this, as well as the prayer which has
preceded it for many weeks. We
oxpress & thankful conviction that the
object of tho mecting was carried out,

e

fulness to Almighty God for the wonder-
ful service we had yestewday evening in
the girls' sehoolroom for the children.
We had about 213 children; and an
after meeting, to which upwanls of 50
stayed. Aund the extraordinary atten
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tion and stillness that porvaded the room
for two whole hours, was something
absolutely incredible. One could feal
the iufluence of the Holy Spirit at work
in the room, as if his very visible pres-
encs had been there. Oh! it was
wonderful beyond all my power of des-
cription. All the workers in the room,
about a dozen, excliimed after it was
over, that it was the most wonderful
result they had ever heard of.
44 ¢ Praise God from whom all blessings flow.’
¢ We found theiv desire to remain so
areat that we have determined to fix
the hour at 6.0 p. m. instead of 6.30, so
that the little oucs may not be kept out
of Led after 8.0, The stillness aund
attention of these little wee things,
three and four years of age, was some-
thing I shall never forget to the last
hour of my existence. And you can
see it is no pawer of iniluence T possess,
for I have never had the slightest expe-
rience in this kind of work. This is the
first service 1 have ever held; and I
was so nhervons at the comimencement
that I broke dowa in the opening prayer,
I conidn’t get a woud out, my feelings
choked my utterance, and I eouldn’t
think what T was saying.  But T thank
God fur this, lest the devil should take
oceasion to Jead me to believe that it
was 11y own power and ability that pro-
duced such a marvellons result.  But it
was your prayets that ascended, together
with our workers' prayers, to the throne
of the heaveuly gracs.  And so we had
an abuudant shower of the grace of
the Holy Spirit.”

Rev. W. Booth said : It seems to me
that often the people of Gold almost
make up their minds not to succeed in
his work ; amongst men the principle
obtains, that all rightly-divected laboue
is productive of result. Is it uot true
that all the Lord's people have certain
periads of depression and downcasting,
a sort of apiritual November or Decem-
ber ; but rest assured of this, God will
Jet us soe just as much success as we can

bear, and no more ; and yet, success in
this solemn work of winning souls
should rather depress than exalt, by
reason of the thousands that are dying
around. Jesua looked for results, for
# He began to upbraid the cities because
of their unbelief.” The only time we
can look for resulte is now; there is a
false notion abroad that psople must be
educated, instructed into Christianity ;
it is false, they must be saved, and
saved then and there ; wo must tirst go
to God for them, and then go to them
for God. The man who weans to win
souls will be the one to use the most
appropriate means. e will say, « I
failed of result last night, I must go to
God again.” “Ican win souls,” each
one may say, ‘ not many, perhaps, but
sonee.”

Mr. Pearsall Smith then gavo some
particulars of Gul's work in Derby.
Mr. Sholto Douglas had had faith for
Derby, and had added to his faith
virtue, courage ; and the result was a
most blessed work of God in that place.
A week of special service had been
going on there, when every class had
been remembered, cabmen, factory-girls,
tavern-keepers, etc.  All Saints’ Church
had been so crowded, that he could only
compare it to a beehive, where the bees
are swarming. The overflow of one
moeting adjourned into the Corn Ex-
change, and numbered 2000. The
publicans complained that their work
was gone; the whole town was per-
meated by this influence of the Spirit ;
oh, if we could add to our faith, virtue,
courage, we might have Derby all over
England.

The Rev. J. H. Wilson dwelt on the
importance of all existing agencies being
ander the rule and reign of the Holy
Ghoat. It is his prerogative to turn
our water into wine. He had for many
years beon an upholder of the Temper-
ancs cavse, but he found that it was at
best bus a rolling away the stone. Our
agencies are as water, our total abstin-
ence is water, but by the vivifying
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power of the Holy Spirit they may be-
come the wine that chesrs both God and
man. The enemy is coming in like a
flood, but with David's stone we can
slay him. Ttis in as good condition
now as in His time ; but we must get a
fresh baptism of the Holy Ghost. The
Church is a family, but it must fight.
It is a light, but light is for dark places.
Israel kept their tribal divisions in
camp, but when they struck their camp
they were all under one baaner of blue.

Dr. Barnardo fellowed, and taking ap

& point in Mz, Davidson's address, say-
ing that his stateruent, that the greatest
hindrance to the success of God's work
lay not so much in the azencies as the
agents, had received unconscious and
indisputable testimony to its teuth from
the fact that, with no collusion, there
bad been such testimony to personal
failure. He felt the great noed that
workers for Christ should be character-
ized Ly self-denial, sclf-sacritice. This
would embrace much that has been
spuken of, and much that waa not, if
“our all” were “on the altar.” He
dwelt with much earnestness on the
words in the narrative of Lot’s escape
from Sodom.  He seemed as one that
mocked. Theze words had stoad out on
the page to him, written in letters of
light, a8 revealing one hindrance to tho
suceess of Goad's work—rFiilure at home.
Lot had brought his fanily to the place
from which Le now warned thew to flee,
and his present counsctions were such
as rendered it impossible for them to
beliecve.  Oh, how true a picture ! The
professing church i3 now in a spiritual
Sodom : and if we would he Abrhams,
and not Ints, we mnst ho eontent with
our tent and our altar; then will God
give us the freshesd, swectest showers
and dews of blessing at home.

Rev. John Matheson spoke briefly on
the necd of conlinuing in prayer, that
the present meeting might have not only
present Lut future results, remindin:
Christians that Revivals were not « got
up,” but “ brought down ;" hence the

need of waiting on God. He closed the
meeting with prayer, after which the
congregation sung with touching eftect,
“Safein the arms of Jesus,”

We were much impresseld with the
fact that the mecting was “ of God,” the
diverse elements were not diverse, all
spoke “the same thing,” and scemed
“ perfectly  joined  together in one
miud ;" the metal seemed to have heen
tempered by the great Moulder into a
malleable, softened state, oa which the
Spirit of God could work. There was
no exotism, no special pleading, no indi-
vidual iuterests, and no uppisiess of
the flesh, theugh liberty of specch was
aceorded to the whole meoting. The
next conference is proposed 1o he held
at Mr. Varley’s Tabernacks,  May God
work it all the beloved workers pesent
Tast woek “all the gaod pleasare of Iis
goodness, and the work of faith with
power,” that if spared to gather again
it may be with a conscivus growth in
grace and uscfulness.

ThHe AWAKENING 1N LEpissrroy.—
In an editarial on “Time to Awake”
in the first number of our Monthly,
there occurs this statement ;- -

“Tu some strange mysterious way  that
‘morning wateh-bell” is now on the ear of
Christians, tinging up the Clureh to yet
another struggle, vre t]n-- salvation, —that has
been deawing nearer and neaversinee the days
of Janl—is fully ackieved,  Otherwise, wlat
weans in the Protestant Churches, this in-
crease of brotherly love, striving slawly alter
wnion : this wniversil stir to preach the gos-
el to the poor, the misins to the heathen
and to the outeasts of the brge cties of the
world: “what meaus the bLreaking down of
the barriers,” a5 was remarked by na English
Divine, *of veclesdastical formalitios, this
starting up of lay evangelists in the north,
and of ¢lerieal irregularitivs in the south, this
opening of our abbeys, rhurches il eathe-
drals for the preaching of the Word of Gonl to
the masses, this entrance of the goapel into
places of trade and :unnscment, the gradual
tewoval of the distinction between  things
sacred and secular ~when the saers] are not
becomning secular, but the secular  awned? .
< .+ It is the midnight cry, dehold the
bridegrovin cometh.”  A'new era is struzygling
in the birth. Christ is moving to re-orgauize
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the world.’ The Evangulical churches of the
worlld are on the eve of a great awakening,
The flesh of the aleeper {a waxing warwm, us in
His wrestling for its revival, onr blessed Lord
is praying for His Church and in_llis provi-
dences and ordinances ¢ putting IHis mouth
upon its mouth, His eyes upon its eycs, aud
is hands upon its hands.'”

In penning these words, we did not
think that the time was so near when
they would receive the confirmation
they now rceeive in the recent awaken-
ing in the city of Edinburgh” There
are few cities, from its genteel tenden
cies and its intellectual cast, more difii-
cult to rouse into religious excite-
ment than the modern Athens.  That
work has now been accomplished, and
there is now aktroad in that city
and among its higher class, a religious
earnestuess that has not been equalled
since the days of Whitefield, and which
bids fair to extend till all Seotland is
moved, and by it, we trust, other lands.
The sccular pressdeseribes the movement
in very respectful terms; but we prefor
to give tho reader an account of it from
the pen of Dr. Andrew Thomson, for
nearly 30 years a leading minister in
the city :

“There is nothing of novelty in the
doctrine which Mr. Moody proclaims,
It is the old gospel—old, yet always
fresh and young too, as the living foun-
tain or the morning sun—in which the
substitution of Christ is placed in the
centre and preseuted with aldmirable
distinctness and decision. It is spoken
with most impressive directuess, not as
by a man half convinced and who scems
alway to feel that a sceptic is looking
over his shoulder, but with a deep con-
viction of the truth of what ho says, as
if, like our own Andrew Fuller,” be
could ¢venture his eternity on it and
with a tremendous earnestness, as if he
felt that ‘if he did not speuk the very
gtones would cry out.’

“ 1 wish once more to call attention
to one essential feature in the action of
these good men—the daily noonday
meeting for prayer. It began some

weeks ago in an upper room in Queen-
stroet Hall. That was filled after a fow
duys. Next it was transferred to Queen-
street IMall, which is capable of holding
1200 persons, It was not long cre this
became overcrowded, and now there are
full moetings every day in the Freo
Assembly 1all, which is capable of
holding some hundreds more. It isa
fact with meaning in it, that simul-
taneously with the increase in the noon-
day mecting for prayer has been the
increase in attendance at Droughton-
place Chureh ab the evening addresses,
and alo in the number of inquirers
afterwards.  Belore the cend of last
week every inch of standing ground in
our large place of warshijp was oceupied
with eager listeners, and handreds were
oblized to depart without being able to
obtain so much as a sight of the speak-
er.  The number of inguirers gradaally
rose from fitty to a hundred pev night,
and on Monday evening this wecek,
when the awakened and thosze whe pro-
fessed to have umdergone the ‘great
change’ were gathered together in our
church hall, to be addressed by M.
Aoedy, no other persons being aditted,
there were nearly 300 persons present,
and even these were cnly a part of the
fraits of one week. I wish o give pro-
minence to the statement that the per-
sons who conversed with the perplexed
and inquiring, were ministers, elders,
and deicons, and qualitied private mem-
bers of our various churches; and also
Clristian matrons and Dible-women, as
far as their valuable services could be
seeured.

“ And now, at the close of the week
of special services at Broughton-place
Church, I wish to repeat the statement
in your paper which I made on Mon-
day in the Assembly Hall, thut there is
no week in my lengthened ministry
upon which I lovk back with such
grateful joy. I would not for the
wealth of a world have the recollection
of what I have seen and heard during
the past week blotted out from my
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memory. When Howe was c}\aplm‘n'coldnegations, and has nsked.Mr. Moody
to Cromwell at Whitehall, he became|to publxs)f the address w!nvh hro.\lg‘ht
weary of the turmoil and pomp of the | light to his heart, and to circulate it far
palace, and wrote o his ¢ dear and hon- and wldp over the land. . .
outed brother,” Richanl Baxter, telling f‘I witnessed no excesses in tho in-
hitn how much ke longed to be ]m-:kfqlury-mn.ns, but th(.-ro was n{.(vn deep
again 1o s bedoved work at']‘nningtnn.::uul melting solemnity, sometimes ths
‘I Dhave devotel my<elf; he said,’ sob of sorrow, and the whispered prayer
1o serve God in the work of the minis- ' of conttition ar gratitude.  There must,
try, and hew ean T want the pleasure however, oceur at times impradent
of hearing their . ryings and complaints * things and excesses in connection with
who have come (o me wieder convietion? . even the best works that have imperfect,
T have shared with wany beloved breth- ! though goad, men employed about them,
ren during the past week in this sacred But cold eriticisia that is in search of
pleasare, and it is like eating of angels' | fanlts, or. uhm-prmlom-(z that attempls
bread first to hear the ery of convietion, ' notbing, for fear of making mistakes, is
and yet more, to hear at length the not the temper in which to regard such
utterauees of the joy of reeonciliation ! events. I would not dare to take
and peace ! Veither of these positions, ¢ lest haply I
“T was mueh struck by the variety | should be found to be fighting against
amonyt the inquirets.  There were pre-i God.’
sent froat the obd man of seventy-five to;  “I have already expressed my high
the youth of eleven, soldiers from the appreciation of Mr. Moody's manner ot
Castl+, stwients from the University, addressing.  If some think that it wants
the hacksliding, the intemperte, the ' the polished elegance of certain of our
seeptival, the rich and the poor, the edu-'homae orators, it has qualitivs that are
cated awel the uneducated 3 and in how { far more valuable: and even were it
mauy instanees were  the  wounded : otherwise, the great thing is to havo
healed, and the bardened released? . {the gospel of the grace of Gad clearly
“ Ity be cucouraging to Christian | and eatnestly preached to the mulii-
parents aud torchers to be told that tudes, who are crowding every night to
very taush of this marvellous blessing, listen to him.  Wher the year of jubi-
when ones begin ina house, has spread lee came in ancient time among  the
through the whobe family, and thoswe Jews, I suspect the weary bond-slave or
who alrendy had the knowledwe of the peor debtor cared Jitile whether it
divine tenth fu theiv minds by early i was proclaimed to him with silver tram-
Christim edneation formed by far the pets or with rame’ homs, if he could
Largest proportion of the converts. The . only be assured that he was free.— I

seeld was there sleeping in the soil, am, ctw, Aspriw Tromaox,
which the influenes from above quick-' Etialargh, 63, Northawlerlondtin 1,
ened intn life, L D 9, 1878,

“There was a eonsiderable num’her:

of scepties among the inguirers, but: A Fionr ror e Freepow or tne
their spenlative donbts aud difliculties | CHURCH 1IN SWITZERLAND.—In one of
very seon heeamte of no aceount when g the Cantons of Switzerland there is a
they came to have a proper view of [ hattle going on which is typical, wo
their sins.  Seme have already come to, =uppose, of others of the same kind
tell me of their renuneiation of mﬂwlicf,}tlmt must be fought in Europe befors
and of their discipleship to Christ. | long.

One has publicly announced that he| The facts of the caseare simply these.
can 1o longer live in the icehouse of{ On the 21st of May last, the Govern-
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ment of the canton of Neufchatel passed
an Act the object of which was to turn
the Church into a purely civil and politi-
cal sovicty. Its Supreme Court was
deprived of all judicial authority, so that,
for exawple, the Synod was to have no
right to find fault with any minister,
whatever he chosoto preach.  Then the
Theological Faculty was declared to be
simply a department of the University,
like that of law or medicine, and the
nomination of professors was to be left
exclusively to the Council of State.
The only thing which was sacredly con-
served was what is called the “ liberty
of conscience” of the clergy. No laws
were to be imposed on them. If they
Drought {o begin with a testimonial
sefting forth that they had studied in
some recognized seat of learning, they
were to he held as cligible for a charge.
They might if they liked tell the people
whose suffrages they sought what their
creed was, and they might at the same
time even voluntarily sign articles of
faith in their presence, binding them-
solves to teach these and these only.
But the State, with a jealousy of the
rights of conscicnce worthy of a hetter
cause, was careful to provide for the
contingency that a man might in the
course of a year or two change his mind ;
and in cflect enacted that not only was
no minister required in general to
hold the doctrine of the divinity of
Curis®, but that if he did happen to
have his views of that doctrine altered
in the course of his pastorate, he was
not obliged tohold backhisnew opinions,
even although he had at his settlement
formally engaged to teach only the
opposite of them.

A measure of that kind counld not of
course bo universally acceptable. Nu-
merous protests were lodged against it,
and an appeal made to the Federal
Council of Derne. These could not be
altogether disregarded, and the Supreme
Court of tho nation ordered a plebiscite.
That was taken on the 13th September
last, with this result, that the action of

the Council of the canton was sustained
by the people. The majority was not
great—only sixtoen—but it was decisive,
and for the Evangelicals within the
State Church there remaired thereafter
only one alternative, either to accept an
Fstablishment which had becomne fatally
vitiated, or to go out and form a Free
Church on an independent basis. They
adopted the latter course. On the 234
of September four hundred and six
delegates from all the parishes of the
canton met at Neufchatel to consider
what was to be done, aud all present,
with the exception of two, voted for
disruption.  Since then the new Church
has formally taken shape, and it is a
striking circumstanco that three-fourths
of the clergy have joined it, along with
all the theological professors, all the
probationers, all the divinity students,
and a decided majority of the church-
going people. It is also added that the
class of persons who have seceded are
0 well to do, and are possessed by such
a liberal spirit, that they need ask no
pecuniary aid whatever from abroad,
but they do seck, and are entitled to
expect, the sympathy and countenance
of all in this and other countries who,
on the one hand, believe in a super-
natural religion, and who, on the other,
are persuaded that, if a Church is worth
sustaining at all in the world, it must be
left free to regulate its own affairs in sub-
mission to the revealed Word of God.
Such countenance is all the more re-
quired because of the conditions of ev-
angelical Church life in Switzerland.
The tyranuy of a mob is in all respects
as bad as the tyranny of an individual
despot ; and there arc some respects in
which it is worse because more danger-
ous. You canbe on your guard against
one man. His mind can in general be
ascertained, and his movements watched,
but when the mass of the- people are
hostile to you, you are enwrapped as in
an_ evil atmosphere, and you can never
tell when or how the disintegrating in-
fluence will work.
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Proaress or TE TRuTt 1IN RoME—
Father Grassi, for thirty-six years, per-
formed successively the duties of priest,
confessor, curate, mitred abbot, Lent
preacher, and laetly incumbent of the
great DBasilica, Santo Maria Magygiore.
He has publiched o very able lotter to
the Cardinal Vicar of Rome, explaining
the grounds of his secession from the
Papal Church, and advocating the doc-
trine of justification by faith. His life
hag been menaced by poison and the
stiletto, and attempts have bLeen made
to entrap him within the walls of the
Inquisition.  The Rev. W. C. Van
Meter writes that, against the advice of
the Government, he went to the  Ioly
Office,” attended by three friends, who
were, however, not admitted to the
room, where for an hour hestood faco to
face with the inquisitors, whom he thus
addressed:  “Oh; you Inquisitors,
Pontifls, Cardinals, and Prelates, God
speaks to you! To what have you
brought the true Church! She that
was s0 pure, so beautiful, so glorious,
you have betrayed, violated, despoiled,
wounded, and crucitied by your doc-
trines, superstitions, and immorality,
and scaled her tomb by your blasphem-
ous dogmas of infullibility. . . DBut
the breath of God has forever extin.
guished the fires of the Inquisition and
swept away your power; therefore I
stand before you to-day aud declare these
truths, while you dare not touch a hair
of my head.” After this bold language,
he was allowed to rturn to his friends,
and has since preached more than once
at the Protestant Vatican Mission. M.
Van Meter deacribes a touching farewell
which Father Grassi had with his as-
sociates, six of whom are now inquirers
into the truths of Protestantism.
Several other priests have also sought
instruction from Mr. Wall, and on a
recent Sunday the superior of a convent
sent to him for tracts and Scriptures to
distribute among the inmates. The
work of evangelization appears to be
progressing in Rome. The story of

Father Grassi's conversion, as detailed
in his letter to the Cardinal Vicar, and
a number of interesting facts and inci-
dents connected with his recantation,
are published in a little pamphlet, entit-
led “The Canon and the Cardinal”
(London : Eltiot Stuck).

IIrLeN's Story.—The following was
written by Helen De Witt, a begar
girl of the Smymma school, to a band of
ladies at Utiea, New York :—

“f was a poor little street gir, vith
no recollection of a wmother, but with o
futher almost blind, who, sgated on a
little donkey, begged his lread from

door to door. At night we both slept,
iwith our dunkey, in a small stable, en
'somo coarse sacking spread upon the
!ground. By day 1 was miscrable
ienough; for my father, locking the
stable-door, to save the donkey’s fulder
from being stolen, started oft early vvery
morning, leaving me to wander i the
streets until evening.

“ Sometimes a kind matron, through
pity, would give mo some food, bustar
oftener I went hungry till night, wait-
ing for my poor father to return and
bring me something to eat. Many and
many & time I have been tempted to
steal from the grocer’s shop, which I
now know to be wrong, but in this I
rarely succeeded, not being very expert.
Now, thank God, I have cverything—
cooked food, good clothes, a clean hed,
a pretty doll that Ilove ever so wmuch,
and mauy other things.

“1 thank you very much, dear luties,
for these, and X kiss your hands. I
study the Bible every day. I know
that the Saviour loves good children,
and I am trying to be good to please
Him. Wae all pray for our dear friends
in America every day. I belong to the
second class, and am studying geo-
graphy, grammar, arithmetic, and also
learning to sew, to crotchet, &c. I
hope you have already r:ceived the
specimen of my crotchet-work sent by

my teachers some time ago.

e sk

&
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“On my way to our chapel, neatly
and decently dressed, I often meet
those who knew me in my former
wretched condition.  They have repeat-
edly stopped and, gaziay at me, have
exclaimed, ¢ Whoever has brought you
up to your present state of well-being
has, with his own hands, prepared him-
self a seat in heaven I’

“¢ A seat in heaven. we reply, ¢is
prepared only by believing on the Lord
Jesus Christ, not by any good works of
ours,” And this, dear ladies, has been
said to me nwot once, but again and
again when I have met old acquaint-
ances.

“We are all very happy in this
Home. The day scholars are about
seventy in number, while the orphans
count cight.  We love cach other, and
we know that Jesus loves us, insnm\whi
that He shed His precious blood for us.
And we love you, our dear friends in
Anerica.  Ol, how I should like to see

'

you and kiss your hands !

Work 18 Jerusatem.—The Arab
Jews of Jerusalem often express their
intense batyed to the Mis<ienary who
makes known the Gospel to them.
With serious, angry looks, or with a
cool, iranical expression of the face, they
will suy: ¢ We are the very descend-
ants of thosa men who killed the pro-
phet Zacharviah and crucitisd your dfes-
siah; and iff we eould, we would treat
you in the same way !”

There is a youth from Totuan who
has a shop in the Jewish quarter, who,
whenever he saw the Missionary, Mr. J.
N. Coral, coming, made it a rule to get
up, and cry in so loud & voice as to be
heard from one end of the street to the
other, “ Brethren, be ready, for heve
comes the plagne of the Jows !

No sooner was the warning given,
thau ail the others rose, and a deafen-
ing mnoise ensuel. Some came up to
him, cursing and using most deprecia-
tory words agzainst our blessed Lonl;

others very often tried to lay hands on

the Missionary, and he had sometimes
very mnarrow cscapes. He generally
waited until the first excitement was
over, und then went right to the shop
of the young warner, whom the Jews
had nick-named Pimienta, or Pepper,
on account of his fiery temper. One
day, after such treatment, DPimienta
broughit Mr. Coral two pages of the
New Testament, containing the parable
of the rich man and Lazarus, which he
had found in the street.  Having seated
himself, he rcad them aloud before the
rest,  When he had finished reading,
he asked him, “Do you believe in a
reswrrection and a recompensation of
good and evil deeds after death”

“Of comse we do,” he replied, * or
we would not preach a Messiah to
you.”

“Then,” sail Pimienta, “I have
long had the desire to read the New
Testament, ond to see what new law the
Messiah gave you.”

Having made him promise that he
would peruse, and not tear it, Mr. Coral
gave him one.

Since that day a visible change has
come over this young man; the Holy
Spirit is doing His work within him.
He despises the Missionary no more,
and uses no base language when he
mentions the Messiuh,  On the con-
trary, he is glad to see Mr. Coral, and
always has something or other to ask
concerning what ‘he has read and does
not understand. His present conduct
has also aftected his companions, and
they too aro no more so hard-hearted as
before, and come to listen to their con-
versation.  The great change in their
friend, occasioned by the reading of
Gol’s Word, has so struck them, that
on several occasions they have not been
able to refrain from saying, “ What is
the matter with you, Pimienta? You
were always the first and foremost to
resist this man, but over since you read
in the New Testament, you are quite
changed. It must be true that this
book possesses a bewitching power, and
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we fear greatly that it has begun to
exercise its intluence over you, and you
will end by bocoming a Protestant !”

This is another of the many instances
of the power of God's Holy Word on
the heart of the Jew in Jerusalem.

A Sikx Inquirer IN Ixpra.—I had
an encouraging visit, writes Rev. John
Newton, Lodiana, this afternoon from a
young Sikh, son of a Punjab nobleman.
He was announced just as I was prepar-
ing to go to the bazaar to preach. I
used sometimes to feel a little annoyed
to have my preaching plans thus broken
up by visitors ; and I have sometimes
thought it a duty to put thom off. DBut
I am inclined now to think differently.
Dr. Chalmers once 8aid “ The man that
wants {0 sce me, is tho man I waut to
sec.” So if a heathen comes to me just
when I am going out to preach to the
heathen, I assume that heis the person
God would have mo preach to. At
least it may be so; and if it is, I shall
probably have a better audience at home
than T should have in the bazaar,

So I reasoned when C—— S—— was
announced, and accordingly I invited
him into my study. He was scarcely
seated when the Rev. Mr. D was
announced. He also was brought into
the study. IIo had come to see a young
lady who was lying in our house very ill.
We talked of her case,and I told him
how happy she wasin the love of Christ.
After his  departure, I asked C-——ro
S how he would fecl in the near
prospect of death; would he be afraid ¢
Ho said he would be afraid.

“Why?" I asked.

“Because I am imperfect,” he said.

“That is because you kuow yourself
to be a sinner; and you know that
after death comes the judgment.”

“Yes,” he said ; it is that.”

“It i3 no wonder that you should be
afraid to dic, so long as you are burdened
with a scuse of sin. But such is not
the experience of all men. I was my-
self very ill last summer, and I thought

¥

it probable that I should not live many
days. Yet I had no fear of death. I
did not wish to live. The thought of
dying was very pleasant tome ; becanso
I kuew that Christ had paid the penalty
of my sins, and that God therefore no
longer held me responsible for them.
I felt sure that for Christ’s sake my sins
had all been forgiven, and that if 1 died
I should soon be in the presence of my
Lord; and to see, face to fuce, that
divine Saviour who had loved moe and
given Himself for me, and to remain
with Iim for ever, and for ever to be-
hold His glory, and to abide in His love,
this was a thing 1 could only louyg for;
and with sucha prospect before me, how
could I shrink from death ¢

I then asked him if he had ever
known a Hindoo to welecome death, ex-
cept such as might have been subjected
to great sufferiggs in this world—suf-
fering from which death might be
thought to be a happy escape.

He said he had known Hindoos who,
having been devout according to the
requirements of their religion, were wil-
ling to die; but he had never known
auy who rcjoiced in the prospect of
death ; for they were always in more or
less uncertainty about the future,

I then dwelt upon the fact that none
were without sin—that in fact the whole
raco of man was guilty of one grand
sin—the sin of rebellion against God ;
all the sins of which men commonly
‘take cognizance leing nothing moroe
than outward signs of the inward cor-
raption —the enmity of the heart
against God ; and I urged the necessity
of his repenting and ohtaining forgive-
ness ; yes, and of his knowing that
God had forgiven him. Mo must hy all
meauns make his salvation sure. e
had read the Bible, and know what
salvation meant; and he knew some-
thing of the way. He said he wasin
the habit of praying every day, and of
taking the name of Christ; and he was
trying to lead a holy life,

“ But,” I said, * what you want is the

!
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pardon of sin, and reconciliation with
God. You need to believe in Christ,
not only as « Saviour, but as your
Saviour; and that you can pray in his
name with the certainty of being ac-
eopted.  Without such appropriating
faith in Christ, your prayers will bring
no blessing, and yowr efforts to lead a
holy life will be in vain.”

He then asked, “ Did you ever speak
to my brother R S—— in this
way ¥

1 said T had spoken to him, but not
perkaps in this way.

He remarked that he was always glad
to have any one speak to him about the
welfare ot his soul ; and he added, that
ho wanted his brothers, as well as him-
self, to live lives of godliness ; though
he didn't want them to be altogether
Churistiuns. :

I told him that without Christ they
could do nothing, for before godliness
there must be spiritual lifo, and that life
was in Christ.

Something like this was the conver-
sation we had ; only there was a great
deal more. It was now growing dark,
and he asked me on going away, what
was the most convenient times for me to
seo him.  He wears & very serious air
and I hope before long to see him again.

He is a student in the Government
College, and about twenty years of age.

How A Namive Crinese Missiovany
Divives mis Texr.—* It was a touching
sight,” writes Mr. Taylor, “on that
stormy and snowy day, to sce the little
company assembled for suele a purpose,
and to hear #ose lips—all of which had
doubtless often been used in ¢vain repeti-
tions'—now pleading with the living
and true God, that * ITis Name might
become great amony the heathen,’ even
as it had been made precivus to them-
selves,  Une felt that in them the Lonl
Jesux saw s seed, something ‘of the
traviul of lus soul,” and was ¢ satisfied.’
After spending some time in prayer,
they sang a translation of the hynm so

expressive of their new responsibilities
and desires—
¢ From Greenland's icy mountains,’

Then Z'sin Sin-sang rcad the second
chapter of Acts, leading them to think
of the mighty results which came out of
that feeble boginning, and encouraging
them not to ‘despise the day of small
things.’  Ho afterwards sought to press
home their privilego of spreading that

Gospel which had brought them salva-
tion, by suggesting the following four
points for rememberance :—

‘¢ L.—Having received so much grace
ourselves, we should gludly minister to
others, according to the Master's Word,
¢ Froely yo have received, freely give.’

¢ ¢ II.—Our giving should be acconl-
ing to what we possess. e who sees
the motive, cares for that rather than
the amount that wdy be given. Henco
the preciousness to im of the widow's
mites.

“«IIL-—We shall not be losers by
what we give, for God is able to prosper
us more and more, according as we are
good stewards of what Ile has already
entrusted to us.

“ ¢ IV.—All that we give we put into
safe keeping, for we ¢ provide oursclves
bags which wax not old,’ and it hecomes
a ‘treasuro in the heavens that faileth
not, where no thief approacheth, neither
moth corrupteth.’

¢ After singing the hymn commenc-
ing—

“Glory, glovy everlasting
Be to Him who bore the Cross,”
Aletsih vead the parable of “the good
Samaritan,” secking to apply the ques-
tion, ¢ Who is my neighbour ?

M, Williamson, who was staying
in Hangchau at the time, gave them a
few encouraging words, and sought to
Ptilpulute their sympathy for their
| perishing brethren, and to urge them

over to seck to manifest it in a practical

form. After further prayer and praise,
they took together a simple meal, which
bad been kindly provided by some of
¢ the native brethren. It was found that
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tho poor but precious and belisving ones
had contributed some 30,000 cash,
about twenty-four dollars (of course
quite independontly of their ordinary
contributions for local purposes), during

the past year for the dissomination of
the Gospel, and to this amount three
dollars more were added beforo the
meeting closed.”

Besetivel  Digews,

THE CHRISTIAN A BLESSING.! first have the blessing of convorsion, ore
By J. 3. HISpLAY, OWES Sousp, . ho was fitted for his Mastor’s work.

Wo aro told that the shock which! The agents God has over usod most
buried Lisbon in 1755, never ceased to largely have been those individuals upon
vibrate until it reached the wilds of:whom Ho has first poured His rich
Scotland and the vineyards of Madeira: blessings. Such men as Luther, Knox,
—that it was even felt amid the islands; Whitfield, Bunyan, Howard, and a host

of the Grecian Archipelago, and actually
changed the ievel of lakes in the North-
ern Alps.  Novw, tho power which could
produce this must have been immense ;
still it is nothing whon compared to the
power intrusted to the Christian Church.
The shock which Satan’s kingdom sus-
tained when Christianity was hurled
against it was mighticr far than that
caused by the earthquake just men-
tioned.  That shock is still vibrating,
and will not eense to vibrate until the
whole worll is shaken, and the powers
of darkness everywhero overthrown.

In this gigantic work God makes uso
of the human agent, the Christian
Church.  Armed with the Bible, and
aided by the Spirit, sho is to go forward
and preach the gospel to every ereature.
As God said to Abraham, Gen. xii. 2,
“ T will biess thee. and thou

.

shalt be a blessing ;” so e says to His'

Church. Ile pours out Iis Spirit upon
her, instils lifs into her, and sends
her forth to the great and important
work. -

The Chureh, the individual Christian,
must first Le blessed of Gud, by having
his heart rcnewed, and enkindled with
Diviue love, eve he can go forth to a
successful warfare with his numerous
enemies.  The disciples had to tarry at
Jerusalem till the “power from on
high was given them.”  And Paul must

of others, first wero individually blessed,
and then became a blessing.

Somo may ask, To whom 1is the
Christinn a blessing? Ts he a blessing to
all, or only a fow? Wo believe hois a
blessing to all with whom he comesinto
contact, either direetly or indirectly.
It is truc all do not obtain an equal
sharo of tho blessing, yet all enjoy a
certain portion.  The worldling may
sneer at the Christian, but he forgots
that the Christian is a blessing to him
in many ways. Ten righteous persons
would have saved Sodom from destrnc-
tion, and may we not justly suppose,
that God still fiequently spares the
wicked because of the presence and
prayers of the righteous? “The Chris-
tian is called “the salt of tho carth,”
and “ the light of the world.” Do not
these figures convey the idea, that he is
“the source of great blessings, even to
i the ungodly? Christ said Ile did not
I pray for the disciples to be taken out of
the world, and the reason was plain,
they had a most important work to do
in the world ; in short, were to be the
bearers of tidings which should prove
to the world its richest blessings,

Imagine the consequencewhich would
cnsue, supposing all God’s people were
suddenly removed from the carth.
There would be no preaching, mno
Sabbath-schools, no Bible or tract soci-
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eties, no missionaries, no missionary soci- '
oties, no asylum for the insane, the sick
or the poor (for these aro institutions |
found only in Christian countries, or at,
least, are the fruits of Christianity), no

advancement in civilization or jurispru-!
dence—no progress in the arts and;
sciences. A\ vile literature would soon

spread itself over what are now termed
Christian  countries—the drink traffic

would rapidly increase—evils of every '’
kind would multiply, and the uncurbed
passions of men would burst forth in’
deeds of lawless violence—the price of:
property would be greatly reduced, and -
& state of things weuld suon exist, casier;
to be imagined than deseribed.  If we

contrast the state of affaivs in Christian

and heathen countries, we shall see

there is good ground for what has been

said. The man of the world forgets:
that he owes all his privileges, even
those of & temporal nature, to the Bible,
and the influence it has brought Lo bear
upon man, changing his natural disposi-
tion, and uniting him in a living, lov-
ing, united ovganization, called the
Christian Church.  Wherever the Bible ;
has been carried, Christians have carried i
it, and wherever we find railroads, tele-+

CMaster’s vineyand,

graphs, the highest state of eivilization,
together with all the privileges enjoyed
in countries, nominally Christian, we
may trace them all to the lives and
labours uf good men.

Infidels have been known to support
missions on no higher grounds, than
that they enhanced the value of prop.
erty ; and even though no better motive
inspired them, it was policy in them to
give to missions on this account,

The Cluistian is not only a blessing
to the generation in which he lives, but
to generations yet umborn.  His infin-
enee will be felt Jong after he has gone
to his rest. Who can estimate the
vadug, not only to her childrven, but to
the world, for whom these childven are
edueated, a Christian mother is?  Dut
the Christinn’s influenee is not confined
to his own family. e is a Zeing epis
{lee fernerese sl ool ql'tl” wmren,

How this thovght shonld inspire the
chill of Goud to 2 higher and better lity,
and to 2 more carnest labour in the
God has blessed
him, and ho is to be a blessing—a Lles-
sing to man in time, and a blessing
whose influence will be felt while the
years of cternity roll.

@hvixivnk Teaitellops,

MEMORIES OF PALESTINE.
By e Emron.
CHAPTER 1L
JOPPA AXD ITS SURROUNDINGS.
{Continued.)

In being rowed ashore we saw plainly
how diflicult and dangerous this port,
guarded by a reef of rocks with only
these two openings, through which Sol-
omon floated his rafts, would he in
stormy weather, and we could realize
the sceno Lamartine witnessed there as
hio was leaving the coast.  “We could
hear,” he writes, “ the crics of the
sailors of some ships that wore convey-

ing poor Greck pilgrims to Jernsulem.
These small ships, sume of them Iaden
with 200 or 300 women and ehildien,
when they felt the storm, tried hard to
web under sail and flee the coast. Some
of them passed near our ship, and we
could see the women streteching out
their hands towards us, bul the innense
waves sgon hid them, and they appuarid
again at some distance. A few sue-
ceeded in clearing the coast and getting
out 1o sa, but two were dashed on the
racks on the coast of Gazi.  Cur anchor
mave way and wo were heing carried
towawds the reef that guards the inuer
harbour when the captain dropped an-
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other anchor just in time.

Tho wind |calmness of people that have in their
moderated a littlo: it then turned in {spirits some unutterable sorrow, of men
our favour, and wo Hled in o dark, tem-{who had in the dopths seen what was
pestuous night to the gulf of Damictta.” impossible for tl\cng toutter. € )}xe man,
From these facts, it can be al onee seen :{(ilcrman moc}mmc:, whos.u wife fell a
that Juppa can never, exeept at great j viclim on that terrible night, wo met

cost, become a safe hwbour for the jafterwards in Jerusalem, whers he had
rising commerce of Palextine: Palesting’s | gone to earn a living‘ by acting as a
port, when it needs one, lies in the bay ;uide to travellers.  There was an at-
of Acre, at laita, sixty miles due tempt, we understood, on the part of

nortlh.

t

the Government, to bring the oftenders

Thero are few better illustrations of | to justice, but it failed, for at that time
the proverh, that  distanes lends en- the air was full of those mysterious
chantment to the view” than castern threatenings and curses against Chris-

towns amd cities,

What sight is more | tians, (the echoes of the uprising of

enchanting than Constantuzeple  seen : Mahometanism in Il}(]i:l) wlfich burst,
from the deck of the steamer lying in :the next year, 1860, in a furious storm

the Dosphorus: what sight more dis-
gusting than the sune aty seen from its
own streets?
Joppa.

Tt looked very pretty siuing}

on Syria and Damascus, and in which
perished (one of 30,000 Christians) the

It is the sameo with | Rev. My Graham of Damascus.

There are few spots, cven in Pales-

on its rock and swrrousded with itsitine, that have had such an eventful
orange groves: but it looked filthy and ; history as the rock on which Joppa

muddy from recent rains, as we walked | stands.
Our ; it has been in many hands and has seen

its steep, crovked, narrow strects.
first weleome, alter passing the Custom
House, was from a group of Americans
from the United States, who stood
vound the deor of the wretched house
that served for the Joppa Hotel.  Their
story was sad eneugh in all truth, and
little fitted to 1aise our spirits on first
setting fout on this sacred soil.  These
men, in Eoropean dress, one in a broad-
brimmed hat and Yankee outfit, are the
remains of what a few weeks ago was a
Baptist Mission from New England to
the Amb felaheen (farmers) settled in
the neighbourhoad of Joppa.  The mis-
sionaries, who scemed to be practical,
working-men, of little scholarship but
of great zeal, rented 2 furm near Joppa,
whers they  intended to teach  the
people farming and the Cluistian re-
ligion. Oue night their premises were
surrounded by men in disguise, their
goods were taken, their property de-
stroyed, their women outraged, and
some of the peaple killed. It was o
harrowing story, the half of which has
never yet been in print, told with the

]

Since Joshua gave it to Dan,

strange sights.  Times almost without
number, it has been besieged, taken,
destroyed, rebuilt, and now, once more,
in virtue chiefly of its being the port of
Jerusalem and its fruit-trade, it is slow-
ly raising its head from the dus”. But
of all the ovents that ever took placo
here, from the time Vespasian swept the
city into the sea as a nest of pirates
till Napoleori massacred his 4,000 pris-
oners under its walls, no event exceeds
in interest and importance the vision of
Peter, by which the wall of separation
between Jew and Gentile was broken
down. The walls and gates the Crusad-
ers built are there, but what are they in
comparison of the vision that taught
Peter to say,—* Of a truth I perceive
that God is no respecter of persens, but
in overy nation, he that heareth him
and worketh rightcousness is accepted
of him,” which econstitute the true
Magna Charta of the world’s frecdom.
The spot, as well as the time and the
man, were fitly chosen, and let Joppa,
thorefore, be always in our thoughts
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asgociated with the grandest proclama-
tion that herald ever cmitted on ecarth,
next to the proclamation cmitted on the
plains of Bethlehem.

But Joppa and its history are soon
forgotten, as wo emerge on the plain
among its famed groves of orange, lemon,
apricot, pomegranale, fig, olive and mul-
berry.  “Man made the ciby ; God made
the country.” God's workmanship are
these trees Jaden with golden fruit, and
filling the evening air with their frag-
rance. DBut here, however, as in higher
things, man is a fellow-worker with
God.  These gardens and groves are fed
by water, without which, there is only
death and desolation in this climate,
and that water from the hill country to
the cast, percolating several feet beneath
the surface, is raised by water-wheels,
and sent through this Eden on its life-
giving errand.  There are over 200 gar-
dens that have one wel! each, wrought
by 3 animals for 6 months in the year,
and 100 gardens having %wo wells each.
In such a soil, with such a climate, and
such an abundant supply of water, the
yield of fruit, especially oranges, is enor-
mous, and they sell at something like
10 for 3 cents. As the grapes of
Eschol showed what ancient Palestine
s, so these oranges, some of them ten
iaches in circumference, show what the
country under good government and
industry might become.

CHAPTER IIL
THE LOW COUNTRY.

Towards cvening, an hour before sun-
set, after a ride of about three hours,
our party arrived under the walls of
the Latin convent at Rawmleh. Aftera
loud knock at the door, a IFranciscan
Monk looked down from the wall, in
the style of the story-books, and asked
a fow questions of our dragoman in
Italian.  In a trico the bolts of the gate
flew back, and we stepped into the
inner court, our first experience of the
monasteries of the Holy Land. Theso
raligious houses, seattered over the land

from Sinai to Hermon, and from Hor-
mon to the sea, strongly built of stone,
fenced with high walls and iron doors,
spacious and clean, are open day and
night, free of charge, to the poor pil-
grim and to the wealthy tourist on the
same condition, only the latter class,
always on leaving, hands to the brethren
a sum equivalent to the usual hotel
charges, which is received as a donation
by the monk:. The Romish Chuich,
in the sense in whick that expression is
understood in our day, is no more en-
titled to the credit of these institutions
than it is entitled to the credit of “Imi.
tation of Jesus,” and of Pascal and his
writings. Within the Church of Rome,
there wis, since its first origin, an evan.
gelistic or low church party, which,
however, went out to a large degree at
the Reformation, and these louses of
entertainment for poor pilgrims, their
gift, are rivulets that issued from the
main stream before it becanic hopelessly
foul.  Within their hospitable walls,
rich and poor, Latin and Greek, Iro-
testant and Papist, are cqually welcome,
as has been said, and to all countries in
the world travellers carry grateful recol-
lections of the kindness of the monks,
and the sweet repose of ~ day or two
within convent walls after the disconi-
fort of the tent. This is, however,
about all that can be said in favour of
these rich and powerful institutions.
In the way of teaching the young,
preaching the gospel to the mnative pop-
ulation, in the way of being lights to
these dark districts, salt to save from
putrescence the Mahomedanism around,
in this mission the convents have miser-
ably failed.  Stauding ono Sablath
evening in the door of the Latin Con-
vent at Bethichem, a festive procession
with torches, wmirth and uproarious
laughter, passing right by the door, I
asked a monk that stood beside me, and
who scemed to like the fun, if they did
not teach the people & beilter way of
keeping the Sablath ; to which he re-
plied with the oricutal shrug and an
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exclamation which meant, “No! that
fun is all right.” Protestant Mission-
aries from their missions in Deyrout
(3), Jerusalem (3), Aintab, Lyre, Sidon,
Jalla, Nazaveth, Shechem, Bethlehem,
JDamascus, by their printing press at

to a narrow ribbon, to the desert away
far south where the plin, widened to
40 or 50 miles, is lost in sand and soli-
tude. Standing here, studying the illu-
minated map that lay spread ont before
us, we could at a glanco nuderstand the

Teyrout, which issned and sold 9,000,-| pichness of the country. It is Dr. Rob-
000 pages of the Holy Seriptures Jast!inson, I think, that compares the view
year, by their schools in eperation in {from the top of this to a vivw he onee
every large village frum Lebanon to!had from the cupola of the Cathedreal of
lebron, have done more since the be-| Milan, over {he vast plins of Lombardy.
ginning of this centwry to Christianize: The grandeur of the Alps is wanting
Palestine and Syria than all the monas-! here, the perfeetion of Lombard cultiva-
teries have done in that direction since: tion, and the density of population ;

the time of the Crusades,
While supper is getting ready, Lwo

but judging from the immense tracts

tcovered with grain, from the groves of

of us set out Jor a lofty tower that rises|fruit trees clustering round each little
1o a height of 100 feet, on a high ridge i town, from the Bedouin tent< and the

near Ramleh.
the reader by a description of the ruins
that lic around, of the great vaults,

cisterns they must have been, with!
which the ground is here honey-combed, !

nor to enter into a disquisition as to
the builders of the tower, and their
purposes. An object of more interest
and more impertance is to hasten to the
top to get therefrom a view of the
country before the sun sinks into the
blue sca.  Itis aview, once seen, never
to be forgotten. The mountainous cen-

I am not going to detain t herds of cattle spangled over its wide

undulations, trom the numerons villages
which, illumined by the seiting sun, shine
like white villas on the hill-side, this
plain must have been 2 “little Bgypt”
in the prosperous days of old, and when
there was scareity in the rocky uplands
there was plenty here, for when pressed
by famine we read that the ¢ Shunam-
ite went with her liouschold and xo-
journed in the Jand of the Philistines
seven years” (2 Kings, viii. 2).  This
plain alone, with a soil that is still rich

tre_of Palestine, its heart where lay!with annual deposits from the hills, and

Hebron, Jerusalem, DBethel,
enacted the chief events of Old Testa-
ment history, is hordered on three sides
by great plains (Sharon, Jeareel, Jor-
dan,) iorming a soft frame-work round
the dry, hard, difticult heart. TFrom
the top of this tower we looked out
over one of these plains, the great west-
ern plain, called Sharon in its northern
section, and Philistia in its southern
seetion. In the pure air of a country
lying south of summer rains, and in the
mild evening light, we could see this
maritime plain stretching out from the
foot of the Judean hills on the cast to
the blue waters of the great sea on the
west, and from the ridge of Carmel, to
Aho north where the plain diminishes

1 Shiloh, !still fruittul after forty centuries of enl-
Samaria, Shechem, and where were:

tivation, would if properly tilled be yet
“as the garden of the Lowd, like the
Iand of Igypt as thou cotaest unfo Zoar”

Trom the top of that tower one could
understand the srenrity of Jernsalem,
and the heart of the Jewish nation. It
seems that it was by the advieo of the
Duke of Wellington Ottawa was clhosen
as the capital of the Dominion, becanse
it lay safe in the heart of the lnd from
surprise and attack. On thesame prin-
ciple, David chose as the sile of his
Capital, a spot that was well-nigh in-
accessible to a largo army.  That plain
lying at our feet was for centuries the
only road by which the two great hostile
powers of the aucient world, Assyria

and Egypt, could approach ecach other,
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the high-way hetween Pelusium and
Carchemish, and we can fancy ihe
armies of the rival despots passing ahd
repassing here in the low lands while
they east longing looks toward the wealth
of Jevasalem, but were sternly forbidden
by the mountain harrier that guarded
their castern flank from touching it.
After Napoleon had subdued the low
country from El-Avish to Acre, some one
asked him if he intended to take Jeru-
salem.  ““As for that,” he replied, “no!
Jerusalem does not e within my line
of aperations; I do net wish to have
tronble with the mountaineers in their
diftieult passe~.” Wo can now under-
stand what the Psalmist means when he
says :—* As the mountains are rvounl
about Jerusalem so the Lord is round
about his peovle, from henceforth even
for ever” Psalm cxxv. 2. It was
probably not nearer Jerusalem thav this
low country this scene took {ook place :
“For lo! the kings were assembled,
they passed by towether, they saw it and
so they marvelled, they were troubled
and hasted away.”  Psalm xIviii. 4-5.

Ehiistiin

LOST NEAR HOME.
“Good night ! it’s time for me to be
going,” said Farmer Thompson to his
friend, as he buitoned his coat in the
passage, one night late in the autumn;
“come over carly in the morning, and
you ean have a look at tho horse then
but mind you come carly, for I shall be
oft in good time.”

Farmer Scott unfastened the house-
door, and Jooked out. ¢ It’s & desperate
dwrk night,” he said; “yow'd Dbetter
take the lantern, or you may miss your
way across the ficlds, short bit as it is.
T Jight it for you in a minute ;” and
hie lifted up the Jantern to do so.

“ Alantern ! no thank ye; I'd rather
trust my own senses than any lantern
ever made ; they’ve never decoived me

Had the Jews returned the favor of God
and had they agreed among themselves,
they counld in their lofty fasiness, in the
“mountain exalted above the hills”
(Is. ii. 2) have stood to this day unhurt
amid the wreck of empires. No foreign
foc could have quelled a nation so de-
fended till from itself it fell.

Having lingered on the tower 1ill the
plain began to fade from our view, and
till the last rays of the setting sun be-
gan to play round the summit of the
mountain peaks, we descended, and
carrived at the convent as the monks
were lighting up the refectory for the
evening meal.  Round their hospitable
table there met five ladies, five Ameri-
can gentlemen, (one of them an Astor,
from New York), a Welshman, and a
Scotchman, all having their faces to-
wards Jerusalem.  After pleasant social
chat, we retire, two and two, to little
cells, very clean, but bare of farniture
save one bed, and there, in spite of
mostuitocs, we contrive to sleep till the
convent bell, calling the monks to
prayer, wakens us about midnight.

Misgellany,

Cien's

—

yet, and I should think I've come that
bit of way often enough to know every
step ; it’s never so dark, once outside,
as it'looks from the door.”

“TI'd take it, if I was you,” said Far-
mer Scott ; ¢ remember Job Smith last
winter—how ho lost his way, and wan-
dered about till near morning.”

“Job Smith was drunk, as likely as

besides. Good night, neighbour,” and
he disappeared in the darkness.

“Well, ho ought to know his way,”
muttered the other to himself, as ho shut
the door and turned back into the house.
“’Tisn’t my fault, anyhow, if he does
wiss it.”

Tho distanco Farmer Thompson had
to go was, as ho had said, a short one,

not,” replied Thompson, “and a fool .
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and one that ho very often went over.
But it was a black, dark night; you
could not see a bush or a gate, yet by
keeping in the path ho got through the
first field.  DBut in the next field the
path was not so well trodden, and after
a few steps he missed it. e went can-
tiously on, feeling with his feet, hoping
to find it; and then he turned to geb
back to the gato and stard fresh. In
vain At last his feet found a track ;
bewzldered with turning, ho supposed
it to be the right one, and followed it
)] he was startled by the ground be-
coming moist and spongy. He put out
his stick {o feel around and in front.—
It slipped from his grasp ; and losing
his balance he fell forwards, and in an
instant was struggling in deep, jce-cold
water. Mo had taken the cattle-track
to the river, which ran along one side
of the field. The river rushed on. He
shricked aloud for help, but there was
none to hear.  He fought wildly with the
stream, but each fresh strugale plinged
him deeper in the water.  Lhere were
only the two farm-houses at hand, and
the inhabitants within knew not his
peril, cach family supposing him to be
with the other.  Nor, as night advaneed,
did his non-appearance create alarm ; he
had often stayed in town all night, in
his married daughter’s, on market days.
Tt was not till Farmer Scott arrived in
the morning, according to appointment,
that he was known to benissing. Then
there was a hue and ery; all hands
turned out to seck him, but in vaiu;
and it was only when the yiver had
been dragged that his body was found.

“ Poor fellow !” said the clerzyman
to himself, as he walked homo after
seeing the distracted family, and hearing
tho history from Farmer Scott. It was
only last Sunday he told me he would
sooner trust his own sense to get on in
ihis world and the next, than anything
ho heard at church. Pray God he may
have had some different thoughts beforo
his sudden and terrible end.”

In the course of the weck Farmer

Thompson was buried.  The peoplo
round flocked to the funeral; and the
remark I heard oftenest was, “ [t was
so sad he should be lost so near homo
—uite close to his own door as you
may say—and all beeause he wouid not
take the lantern ! The words impress-
ed mo greatly.  They rang in my ems
for days—* Lost so near home "—but
ah ! not the less surely lost. 1t matter-
ed not to him that the river which
swept him away ran throngh his own
fields. and closo to his own houwse 3 ho
was drowned as certainly as if he had
been in the midst of the occan.

Dear friends, will it make any ditfer-
once to us il our sonls are lost for
cternity, that it has been after a lifo
spent near Him who could have saved
us ; spent in being told how to be saved,
and in knowing about it; will it be
better than if we had been beathen to
whom the words of God and Ileaven
were unknown? .

Ah! theve will be a dilterence.  In
the few moments of consetousness that
unhappy man kad while strogeling in
the water, one of his bitlerest thoughts
must have been that if he had taken
the lantern, according to his friend’s
advice, ho would have been safe.  And
will it not add to our misery to think
that if we had listened to the words of
love, if we had taken Gal’s Word to
bea “lamp to our fect aud a light to
our path,” our life would ncver have
ended in vuter darkness?

THE CRY FOI! IELD.

¢ My name is Anthony Hunt. I am
a drover, and I live miles and miles
away upon the Western praivie.  Lhero
wasn’t a home within sight when we
moved there, my wife and 1; and now
wo haven’t many neighbours, though
those we have are good ones.

“QOne day, about ten years ago, I
went away from home to sell some tifty
head of cattle—fine creatures as over I
saw. I was to buy grocerics and dry
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goods before I came back, and, above
all, a doll for our youngest Dolly ; she
had never had a store-doll of her own,
only tho rag-babies her wmother had
made her.  Dolly could talk of nothing
else, and went down to the very gate to
call after me to ‘buy a big one” No-
body but a parent can understand how
my mind was on that toy, and how,
when the cattle were sold, the first
thing T huried off to buy was Dolly’s
doll. I found a large one, with eyes
that woukll open and shut when yon
pulled a wire, and ha:l it wrapped up in
paper and tucked it up under my arm,
while I had the pavcels of calico and
delaine and tea and sugar put ap.

“1t might have been more prudent
to stay until morning, but I felt auxious
$0 get back, and eaver to hear Dolly’s
prattle about her doll. I mounted on a
ste iy-going old horse of mine, and
pretty well londed.  Night set in before
1 was a milo from town; and settled
down, dark as pitch, while Iwas in the
middle of the wildest bit of road I know
of. I could have felt my way through,
I remembered it so well; although,
when the storm that had been brewing
broke and pelted the rain in torrents, 1
was almost live miles, or may be six,
from home. I rode on as fast as 1
could.

“Dut all of a sudden I heard a little
ery, like a child’s voico. I stopped
short aud listened. I heard itagain, I
called, and it answered me. I couldn’t
sce a thing Al was dark as pitch. I
got down .md felt about in the grass—
called agdin, and again T was answered.
Then 1 bu,;mu 10 wouder. I'm nob
timid ; bat I was known to be a drover,
and to have money aboutme. It might
be a trap to catch me unawares, and rob
and murder me.  Xam not superstitions
—notb very ; but how could a real child
be out on the prairic in such a night,
at sach an hour? It might be more
than human.  The bit of a coward that
hides itself in most men showed itself to
me then, and I was half inclined to run
away. ’

“But once more I heard that ery;
and said I, ‘If any man’s child is bere.
abouts, Anthony Hunt is not the man
to let it die’ I scarched again, At
last I bethought moe of a hollow under
the hill, and groped that way. Sure
enough, I found a little dvipping thing,
that moaned aund sobbed as [ took it in
wy arms, I called my horse, and tho
Deast came to me; and I mounted, and
tucked the little svaked thing under my
coat as well as I conld, promising to
tuke it howe to mamwmy. It scemed
tired to death, and pretty soon eried

j itself to sleep agaiust my busom,

“It had slept; there over an hour,
when I saw my own windows. There
were lights in them, and 1 supposed my
wife had lit them for my sake; but
when I got into the door-yard, I saw
something was the matter, and stood
still with dead fear of heart, tive min-
utes, before I could lift the latch., At
last [ did it, and saw the room full of
neighbours, and my wite amidst them,
weeping,  When she saw me, she hid
her face.

“¢Oh, don't tell lem, she said ;
will kill him ¥

“¢What is it, neighbours? I cried.

“And one said, ‘Nothing now, I
hope ; what's that in your avtms ¥

¢ poor lost child, said I. <X found
it on the road. Tuke it, will you? I've
turned faint ;' and I lifted the slecping
thing, and saw the face of my own child,
my little Dolly !

“1t was my darling, and none other,
thae I had picked up upon the drenched
road. My little child had wandered out
to meet ¢daday’ and doll, while her
mother was at work ; and Dnlly they
were lamenting as one dead. I thanked
heaven on my knees, before them all,

“ It is not much of a story; bup X
think of it often in the night, and
wonder how I could bear to live notw, if
I had not stopped when I heard the cry
for help upon the road—the little baby
cry, hardly louder than a squirrel’s
chirp.”
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HALF OF THE WIDOW'S MIYE.

A gentleman called upona rich friend
for some charity. .

“Yes, I must give you my mite,”
said the rich man.

“Do you mean the widow’s mito?”
asked the solicitor.

“ Certainly,” was the answer.

“I shall be satisfied with half as
much as she gave,” said his friend.
“ Hew much are you worth?”

“Lwenty thonsand pounds.”

“Give me then your chegue for say

ten thousand ; that will be half as much ;
as the widow gave, for she, you kuow, !

gave herall.”

The rich man was bafiled.  Covetous
people often try to shelter themselves
behind the widow’s mite, and under the
cover of her contributions give meanly
to the Redeener'scanse.  Ier example,
indeed, vightly interpreted, would pluck
selfishness out of the soul, and fill to
overflowing the channels of true benev-
olence.

ON WHICIH SIDE OF THE LINE?
In a village near the sea-coast in the
south of England there lived an old

man, by trade a shoemakor. I often
lcoked in upon him, as he sat in his
stall making or mending shoes, and had
many interesting conversations respoct-
ing tho state of his soul, but genetally
came away disheartened and sad, for ho
was built up in sell-vighteousness,

One day, after a long conversation
with him, I perceived that all 1 said
was of no use, and pauwsing for a mo-
ment, lifted up my heart in prayer to
God that Ho would help me to set forth
!the truth so as to strike upon the con-
sseience of this poor perishing sinner,

With my cane I then deew a line on
sthe sand of the cottage floor, aud said
fo hiim, “1lo you see that line " e
had watehed my action, wonderving what
I was about, and 1eplied, * Yes, sir.”
“Well then, mark me,” said 1.

“On this side of the | On the other side in
line is

pEATH, LIFE,
LosT, SAVED,
uELL, HEAVEN,
DARKNESS, LI,
DAMNATION, SALVATION,
i WALPINESS,

€ hildirgn’s Treusuniy,

THE CEASELESS WEAVER.
There is a stern and ancient man,
Who warketh at the lonm,
Weaving the mantle for the bride
And riment for the tomb.

From summer time to summer time,
His shuttle flivth ever

And if you bid him vest awhile,
He answers, *“Never! never.”

Yet wateh him, that his mystic work
Be done as it should e,

For he is weaving every day
A robe for thee and me,

Ife throws the shuttle to and fro ;
The pattern we wmust give,

Co-workers with the stern old man,
Until we cease to live,

Not till Eternity begins
Will yest his shuttle’s chime.
Our aetivus are the wool and warp.
The weaver is * Old 2ime.”

i NELLIE'S DREAM.

1 had the sweetest dream, dear mother,
As 1 lay on wy little bed j—

I thonght I saw my angel brother,
With 2 crown upon his head.

Ie wore a robe of purest white,
And his eyes were full of Jove 5

And, oh, he looked a3 wondrous right
As the stars that shine above !

He said: T wateh you, Nellic dear,
From my home in yonder skies ;

L]

Lot
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And I've come your little heart to cheer,
And to wipe your tearful cyes.

T see you in youtr merry play,
Or when at mother's side
You kucet at eve and sweetly pray
That God your steps would guide.
¢ Then weep no more at my little grave,
Where flowers bloom so fair;
I dwell where sweeter blossoms wave,
In a pure celestial air.”

And then, dear mother, hiswings hespread,
Of shining silvery hue,

And far away he quickly sped,
And soon was lost to view.

1 called him loud, and then awoke,
So trathful did it seem ;

T know, dear mother, Willie spoke,
Although it was a dream.

TIIE LESSON OF PATIENCE.
“Let patience have her perieet work.”—James 1. 4.

f‘Wc ought to learn this lesson becauso
o
THE GOOD THAT PATIENCE DOES.

When a ship is going to sea, you
know what a good thing it is for her to
be properly ballasted.  If she has no
ballast, she will be very unsteady, and
when the sea gets rough, and the wind
blows strong, sho will be pretty sure to
be upset, and everything on board will
either be lost or damaged. But patience
is to the soul just what ballast is to the
ship. It steadies it, and cnables it to
meet the storm and billows in its way
without being injured by them.

Thisshows us whatgood patience docs.

You remember when tho Israclites
were beginning their journey through
the wilderness, they came to a well of
water at a place called Marah. They
were very thirsty, and wanted water
very much.  But when they tasted the
water in that well, it was so bitter that
they could not drink it. Then God
showed Moses a tree which he was to
put into the water, and which made it
sweet, How much good that tree did !
And yet it was just like patience. This
has the power to sweeton the bitter

waters of life, so that it hocomes
pleasant for us to drink them.

This shows how much good pationco
does.

PATIENCE, THE GREAT REMEDY.

Some one has tried to show the good
that is done by patience in this way.
o says there was & meeting called once
of all the chicf men in a certain country,
to try and find out what was tho best
way of making things better in the
world. It was a great meeting.  Kings
and princes, lawyers and doctors, and
philosophers and soldiers, and men of
all kinds, were there. They had a
great tine in consulling together. “Lhey
talked, and argued, and planned ; and
it was curious to seo how many difterent
ways were recommended to try amd
remove the many troubles that they
met with.  One man thought the best
way was to Jaugh at overything that
happened.  Another thought it would
be better to ery over everything; while
a third thought it was best neither to
laugh or ery, or to care much about it
at all. Tho fourth had a different plan
from the other three ; and the fifth had
a plan which he thought was better
than all the four put together. Then
they got into a state of great excitement
and confusion. The longer they talked,
the worse things became. At last a
venerable, gray-haired man, well known
for his piety, arose. e sail he had an
herb of wonderful power, of which he

wished them all to take a little. They
took it, and ate of it. Presently they
all became calm and quiet. My

friends,” said he, “this herb is called
patience. It has a wonderful power
over those who use it. You see what
an effect it has had here! Now take
my advice. Use this herb every day.
It won't save you from the troubles
that are in the world, but it will help
you to mect them in such a way that.
thoy will all do you good. This is the
best way of trying to make things better
in the world,”
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This is only a sott of fable; but it
shows us the good that patience does.

Wo have just had an illustration from
an assembly of great men about the use
of pativiice, now let us tako another from
an assembly of animals. .

A LESSUN FROM THE BARN-YARD.

«7 Jenrned a great lesson once,” said
a Christian lady, “in a barnyard. It
was a cold, frosty morming. I was
lookmy out of a window into the barn-
yard, whore a greal many cows, oxen,
and horses were waiting to be watered.
Tor a while they all stood very quict
and still.  Presently, one of the cows,
in attempting to tura round, happened
to hit her nest neighbour. In a mo-
ment this cow kicked and hit Aer
neighbour.  She passed on the kick and
the Int to the next.  Aud directly the
whole hrerd were kicking and hitting
cach other with great fury. I laughed
to myzell, and sd, ¢Sce what comes of
kicking when you are hit!’”

And just so, wo uften see one cross
word set @ whole family of children to
quarrelling.  And it we feel impatient
or cross when we are spuken o, let us
remember how the fight began in the
barn-yard. A little patience will save
us from a great deal of trouble.

MARING THE BEST OF IT.

“() George Hays, just look here
said little Madgie.  “The old gray cat
has jumped throngh this window, and
broken cousin Alice’s beautitul rose-ger-
anium, Ol isn't it too bad? Iow
angry Alice will be!”

My sister doesn’t get angry at such
things, Madgie,” said George.  “I never
saw her angry but once in my life, and
that was when some boys worried a
poor little kitten almost to death.”

“But this is so provoking, Georgy.
Anybody would be angry.”

“ It is really too bad, but you sec if
Alice does not try to make the best of
it—"

IR

“ Perhaps she may,” said Madgie,
“but I don't see how it can be done !”

Protty soon Alice came into tho room.
Her sunny face was beaming with the
bright spirit that*yeigned within,  Sho
was humming a sweet morning  song,
but she stopped suddenly befors the
broken geranium. ¢ Ah, who kas done
this?1” she eried.

“That ugly old cab broke il, consin
Alice,” said Madgio ; “ I saw her my-
self.”

“ Poor puss, she didn't know what
mischief she was doing, 1t was the
very pet of all my tlowers.  DBut come,
little cousin, den’t look so long-faced
about it ; we must try and make the
best of it.”

“ 1 don’t see that thero iz any best
about this, Alice,” said Madgie,

¢ Oh yes, thete is, 1t is not nearly
as bad as it mixht be.  The fine stalk
is not injured, and it will soon send
forth new shoots.  This large iokon
branch will be lovely to mako bouquets
of.  Let us wrange a little one for
mother’s room.  Weo will put this clus-
ter of scarlet blossom in a wine-glass,
and you may run out into the garden
and gather a few snowdrops to put
round it. There, now, was there ever
anything so beantiful?  Now we will
seb the wine-glass in this little saucer,
and pub some geranium leaves around
the edge with a tew snowdrops mingled
among them.  Mother will admire it;
she loves tlowers so much.  Now, my
little cousin, dow’t you think there is a
bright side to this accident? 1 am not
sure but that pussy did us a favour by
giving us so much pleasure in an unex-
pected way.”

«1 think you have found the bright
side, Alice; but I never could have
done it. I ahnost wanted the old ecat
killed.”

“There is a bright side to everything,
my dear Madwie,” said Alice, “if wo
only have patience to lovk for it, and
ask God to help us.  Always look for
the bright side. It will save you from
a great deal of trouble, and will be like
the famous stone which so many have
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sought for, that was to turn everything
to gold.”

Surely wo ought to learn the lesson
of patience, if it will help us to find the
bright side in everything that happens
to us.

THE POWER OF LOVE.
A iind Christian Lady, inone of her
visits ol charity, found a poor, destitute

little orphan girl, and brought her to
her own house. The little stranger at
first would take no comfort, but sat
down weeping in the hall. The chil-
dren of the house endeavoured to make
friends with her and draw her into the
parlour, but they could not; and so
they said to their mother, “ She will not
come and play with us.  She will not
leave the hall

“There is a secrct, said the lady, * by

which you can bring her where you
like. It is a scerot in four letlers.
Try if you can find it out.” ;

The eldest sister taking the ]o:ul,’
searched cagerly among all her prctticst'
playthings. T know what it is,” she
cried, “it is D-0-L.L” So she brought
her Vest doll, and offered to give it to
the child, if she would come into the
patlour. No, it was a failure.

The next in age said to herself,
“HM-n-y-r is spelt with four letters;” and
brought her a fine muff—a Christmas
present; but she would not touch the
mufl'; nor even look at it.

Grace, the youngest, could think of
nothing worth oflering after this, but
stood laoking on in sorrow, until at
Iength, following an instinet of her own,
she sap down beside the little strauger
and cried too.  Then presently she took
her by the hand, and encireling her
neck with her tiny avm, she drew the
weeping one softly nearer and nearer,
and imprinfed a gentle kiss upon her
cheek.  Thisdecided the battle. There
was nothing said, but Grace soon led
the way into the parlour, holding her

captive by the hand.

“Well, girls,” said the mother,
“Graco has found out the secret, and
tho four lettersare 1-0-v-B.  Love is the
strongest rope in the world.”

Ah ! yes, love is a great power. It
draws all things to itself. It drew tho
Son of God down to earth to die for us,
and led Him back to heaven to inter-
cede for us, and is able to draw Him
down again, any day and cvery day, to
dwell with us in our hearts. It will
draw down blessings on our labours. It
will draw down answera to all our
prayers.

A CRILD-LIKE FATITH.

One afternoon, through the absence
of their mother, two little children,
Willic and Xdie, aged respectively
seven and five years, were left alone.
Sho was nccessarily detained from her
home until after dark, and tho children
vainly watched for her coming, until
they coull no longer distinguish one
objeet from another in the fast gather-
ing darkness.  Their only light being a
dim one, proceeding from tho stove, it
was no wonder that an undefined fear
came creeping into their little hearts ;
but Willie, heing tho elder, put on a
brave “outside ” for a while, answering
cheerfully to Ldie's question, “Arn't
you afraid 1"

¢ No, what do you suppose can hurt
me here?”

But when Edie crouched down in
alfright, declaring, between her sobs,
that she heard something, he unconsci-
ously realized the need of a higher
power than his own. Taking hold of
her hand, he said—

¢ Please don’t cry, Edie ; let us pray.
God can take care of us, even if thero
was a lion right in the roon.”

“Why, How could He?”

« God can do anything, Edie. Don't
you remember how mamma tuld us about
Danicl—bow he was put right in
amongst lots of liong, and God came and




§
5

LT T ATy

W

THE CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY. 05.

shut their mouths, so they couldn’t bite
at all 3"

« Couldn't they growl, either?”

«Well, I dont know for sure about
that ; but 1 know God could make them
stop growling if Ie wanted to, for I can
tell you God can do anything.”

« Well, Willie, 1f he can do anything,
I wish he would make mamma como
home.”

« May be Ho will if wo ask Him to.”

Clasping her little hands together,
Mdie said, ¢ Oh, God, please make
mamma come home, and make it light
80 wo can seo.”

“Why, Ldie, that isn't the way to
pray ; we must kneel down, and try to
think what a big God Ile is, and how
He knows all about whether we have
been good or not.”

“Then let’s kneel down, and you
pm)'.)’

They knelt down, and Willio repeat-
ed the Lord’s Prayer, and then said,
« Please God, we know we have been
very naughty lots of times, but we want
you to help us to be good.  Pleaso take
care of us, and make mamma come home
quick, for we are all alone.”

Edie then said her little prayer,
“ Now I lay me down to sleep.”

They arose from their knees with a
peace of mund they could not express,
and, young as they were, they realized
a perfect trust in the willingness and
ability of God to care for them undex
any circumstances.

THE UNEXPECTED SWAP.
FOR THE YOUNG.
Mr. B and his old white mare
travelled round the country selling and
giving away Bibles; selling to people
who could pay, and giving them to
those who had notlung to pay with.
One July day Mr. B was on his
way to one of tho poorest neighbour-
hoods in northern New Iampshire,
when he losked up and saw a boy com-
ing down the road.
“ A ragged-looking fellow that,” he

thought, “and most likely he cannot:
read, never was at school, aml of eourse
has no Bible, nor ever a penny towards
paying for one.”

But first impressions are not always
correct, ‘The man and the bay met.
The man stopped his horse, and politely
snid, “Good day.” “Guoold day, sir,”
answered the boy. A short talk took
place. Mr. B found the boy had
been to school and could read.  *“ And
have you a Testament 1" asked the Bible
man.  The boy put his hand into his
old trowsers’ pocket, and drew out half
of a worn, torn, dingy Testament,  Mr.
B was taken by glad surprise 5 for
it was about the last thing he was look-
ing for.

“I read it every day, and prize it
very much,” said the boy.

“Would you not like to swap it for
anew one ?’ asked the Bible-man.,

I should like a whole new one aboveo
all things,” said the buy ; “but yours
is worth most, and T have no money to
pay the boot.” The gentleman gladly
wave him one ; indeed, he gave kim two,
one for school, and vns tuv carry in his
pocket for daily use. Never was a boy
more surprised and grateful.

“ That boy is beginuning life »ight,”
said the Bible-man as he rode away,
thanking God for the pleasant mecting.

Lighteen years after, he happened to
pass again that way ; and having occa-
sion to speak in the Sabbath-school, he
told the story, and asked what had be-
come of the lad.

The answer was just what would be
expected ; for ““the boy is father of the
man.” A thoughtful, carnest, noble
boy, generally becomes a thoaghtful,
earnest, noble man.  What the boy had
been among the woods of New Hamp-
shire, he was as a young man in the
mills of Massachusetts, amd as an older
man on the prairie of a western state.
e was a man honoured and intluential
wherever he went ; and the world was
better for his living in if—American

Child’s Puaper.



96

THE CANADA CHRISTIAN MONTHLY.

Nates,

TIHE CANADIAN BRANCH OF
THE EVANGELICAL
ALLIANCE.

By D, WILKES, MONTREAL.

Deleaates from different parts of the
Dominion, to the recent meeting of the
Evangelical Alliance in New York, on
conlerving together in that city, came to
the conclusion that it was desirable to
have the various branches of the Lvan-
gelical Alliance in Dritish America con-
stituted into once organization, to be
called the Canadian Dranch of the
Evangelical Alliance, At an adjourned

meeting, held in Halifax, the following ;

resolutions were adopted :—

I.—That this mecting recommend
that the various Branches of the Evan-|
gelieal Allianee, organized in the Do-|
minion, he constituted into one organ-
jzation, to be called “The Canadian
DBranch of the Evangelical Allianee.”

1L —That the hoad office of the
Canadian Dranch be in Montreal, and

that thic oflice-bearers be selected so as

meeting transmit a copy of thoe above
Reyolutions to all existing Branches in
Caneda for their endorsement, and re-
quest the Provisional Lxecutive to take
steps to organize new branches,

From these resolutions it will bo seon
that the existing Montreal Branch is
requested to act as the provisional
ofticers and exceutive of the Canadian
Dranch till the first general meeting in
Oct., 1874, This task has been accep-
ted by the Montreal Brethron. It now
remains for existing associations to put
themselves in communication with the
Rev. J. W, Gibson, M. A., Sce. of said
Branch, and for the Christian people in
places where nothing has yet been done
on this behalf to arise and organizo.
Surely the active pretensions of Popery
on the one hand, and of Infidelity on the
other, should combine God’s people in
united and steady maintenance of the
trath. It would be of great value to
secure an annual representative gather-
ing, at which such themes should be dis-

to seenre a general representation of the cussed as those which oceupied the at-
Dominion. i tontion of the Conference in New York.

T11.—That the Officers of the existing; Dut in order to this, there must be
Montreal Branch be requested to act as, numerous local centres of infinence and
the provisional ofticers anmd Executive of j action throughout the Dominion. The
the Canadian Branch till the first Gen—fresolutions explain how they are to con-
eral Meeting; with: the Presidents of | neet themselves with,and to influence the
all other existing branches in the Do-, constiuction and working of the central
minion as Vice-Presidents, their Secre-|body. If ome or two persons in each

taries as Corresponding Memburs, and a
member to be nominated by each branch
as a member of the Central Committee.

IV.—That the first General Meeting
of the Canadian DBranch be held in
Montreal on some day in October, 1874,
said day to be fixed and the necessary
arrangements made by the Provisional
Lxeeutive. :

V.—That the branches shall be re-
quested to contribute in proportion to
the number of their mombers towards
general expenses. B

VI—Lhat the Secrotary of this

iplace woull lay hold of the matter it

would soon be accomplished.  There
must be no waiting for pressure from
outside, inasmuch as no visiting agent
will be appointed—there are no funds to
susfain one.

A fair measure of spontancous and’
hearty co-operation would sccure the
holding of the first Canadian Conferenco
next October. Who can foretoll what
might prove the extent and valuo of the
influence for good which such an assem-
Dbly would oxercise on. the religious and
social welfare of our rising country 3 °



