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.
sron's Noree—At the instigation of Local (Winnipeg)
3 oi the S, P. of .C., the Dominion Executive Committee
ave decided to place the matter of affiliation with the Third
(Communist) International before the Party membership
reierendum. It is desirable that before the matter is
decided upan the Party members should discuss the terms
oi affiliation and such other points as may relate to them.
For this reason the terms of affiliation arc printed in this
iwpe. These are taken from the Theses presented to the
Second Congress (July, 1920) of the Third International, by
ite executive.  The document is printed in English and pub
lihed in Moscow. The various locals of the S. P. of C
will no doubt discuss this matter, and we hope to be able to
present the case for and against affiliation in these columns.
Next issue will contain an article for affiliation irom Com-
rade Kaplan of Winnipeg. A good discussion should take
place. which, however: depends upon the Rarty membership
and the interest taken by them in this important matter. The
atiitude adopted by the' S Pl ol €. 1owards the Second-Inter-
pational is fairly well known, but for general information
and in order to avoid needless argument over the remains of
the Second International, we have printed in another column
this icsue the D. E. C. resolution adopted in August, 1909,
towards that institution. The serious attention of all party
members 3¢ now asked for uwpon the question of affiliation
with the Third International. Those who wish to do so may
now state the case as they see it, for or against. We hope
in this way to acquaint the Party membership with the nature
the question to be decided, which is:- “Shall the S- P
{ ¢ aifitiate with the Third (Communist) International
 the terms herein laid down.’’ The date of referendum
will necessarily depend upon the discussion that arises, rele-
vant to that question. Send in your argument. The Editor
will strive to be impartial.
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HE First Constituent Congress of the Com-
munist International did not draw up precise
conditions for the joining of the Third Inter-
national by separate parties, At the moment of the
convocation of the First Congress, in the majority
...f s "W"’ existed only Communist diree-
tions and groups,

The Second World Congress of the (Communist
l?m'rn:ninnul is assembling under different condi-
tions. At the present mioment: in most countries
ﬂ}m‘ are not only Communist tendencies and direc-
tions, but Communist Parties and organizations.

The Communist International is more and more

. frequently receiving applications from parties and
o groups but a short time ago belonging to the Second
: International, now . desirous of joining the Third

y International, but not yet really Communists.

3 The Second International parties and the groups

”,,. the “‘centre,” seeing the complete hopelessness

B of the Second International, are trying to lean upon
‘::: ”“.. everatranpthiing Communist International,
:h;’ !lnp:ng at ”“‘ sixie t'nne hﬂ\\'('\"'r {o pl-q‘st‘r\'c a cer-

b ‘m‘l!nnmn_\"' which would enable them to carry on
‘3: their former opportunist or “centrist’’ policy.

days The Communidt International is beginning to be

::::c the fashion,

alih” The desire for eertain leading groups of the “cen-

‘,'f" ' 10 join the Third International now is an in-
tirect confirmation of the fact that the Third Inter-
hational has ch_llired the sympathios of the

major-

onditions For Joining “1'he
- Communist International

Theses of the Executive Committee of the Commniunist

International

ity of conscientious workers of the whole world,
and that it is growing stronger every day.

Under certain eircumstances the Communist In-
ternational may be threatened with the danger of
dilution by the fluctnating and half-and-half groups,
which have not yet done with the ideology of the
Second International. .

Besides. in some of the larger parties (Italy,
Qweden), the majority of which are adhering to the
point of view of Communism, there is up to this
moment a considerable reformist and social paeifist
wing, which is only waiting for the moment to lift
its head again, begin an active ‘‘sabotage’’ of the
proletarian revolution, and thus help the bourgeoisle
and the Second International.

Ne Communist- should forget the lessons of the-.
Hungarian Soviet Republie.

The union between the Hungarian Communists
and the reformers cost the Hungarian proletriat
very dear.

In view of this, the Second World Congress sees
fit to establish the most precise conditions for the
joining of new parties, and also to point out to such
parties as have already joined the Communist Inter-
national, .the duties laid upon them. o

The Second Congress of the Communist Interna-
tional decrees, that the conditions for joining the
(Communist International shall be as follows:

1. The daily propaganda must bear a truly Com-
munist character.

All the organs of the press which are in the
hands of the Party must be edited by reliable Com-
munists, who have proved their loyalty to the cause
of the proletarian revolution. The dictatorship of
the proletariat chould not be spoken of simply as
a current well-learnt formula; it must be propa-
gated inSuch a way that its necessity for each rank

and file workman, workwoman, soldier, or peasant

should follow from every day faets, systematically

recorded by our press day by day.

* On the pages of the newspapers, at popular meet-
labor unions, in the co-operatives, in
to which the partisans of the Third In-
they must denounce not
assistants, the reform-

ings, in the
every place
ternational have access,
only the bourgeoisie, but its
ists of all shades and color,

9 Each organization wishing to join the Commun-
ist International shall be bound to remove system-
atically and regularly from all responsible posts in
the Labour movement (Party organizations, editor’s
unions, parliamentary faction, co-op*
s, ete.) all reformists and par-
and to replace them by

Communists without troubling about the facts that
the beginning it might be necessary to replace
men by rank-and-file workmen.

ries where in consequence of martial

office, labor
eratives, municipalitie

L ‘ "
tisang of the ' centre,

in
«experienced”’
3. In all count

law or exceptional 1
to carry on their W

. patriotism, but also the falsehood and hypocrisy of

aws the Communists are unable
ork lawfully, a combination of
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lawful and illegal work is abeoldiely nécediary. The
class struggle in almost all the countries of Europe
and America is entering upon the phﬂ of eivil war.
Under such conditions the Gn-m'iltl*etuot have
any confidence in the bonr%oil laws. They are
bound to ereate everywhere .’ilnllel illegal appar-
atus, which at the decisive mbément may help the
Party to accomplish its duty to the Revolution.

4. An insistent systematie propaganda and agita- A
tion in the army is necessary, and the formation of &
Communist nuclei in each mjlitary organization.
The Communists niust earry on this work for the
most part illegally, but a refusal to do such work
would be equal to treason against the revolutionary
cause, and ineonsistent with their belonging to the

5. A systematic and regular propaganda in the
rural distriets is necessary. The working class ean-
not gain the vietory without having at least part of
rural workers and the poorer peasants on ijts side,
and without neutralizing by its policy at le_asi part
of the other inhabitants of the country. Commun-
ist work in the rural distriets is aequiring a prim-
ary importance in this epoch.” It should be carried
on through workmen—Communists—having connec-
tions in the country. To refuse to do this work or
to transfer it to trustworthy half-reformist hands
is equal to desisting from the proletarian revolu-
tion.

6. Every.party desirous of joining the Third In-
ternational is bound to denounce not only open social

social-pacifism: it must systematically demonstrate
to the workmen that without a revolutionary over- .
throw of eapitalism no international arbitration, no
talk of disarmament, no democratic rearganization
of the League of Nations will be able to save mgn-
kind from new imperialist wars.

7. Parties desrious of joining the Communist inter-
national shall be bound to recognize the necessity of
a complete ‘and absolute rupture with reformism
and the policy of the centrists, and to propagate
this rupture among the widest circles of members
of the Party. Without this condition a consecutive
Communist poliey is impossible .

The Communist International demands uncondi-
tionally and peremptorily that such rupture be real-
ized with the least possible delay. The Communist
International cannot reconcile itself with the fact
that such acknowledged reformists as for instance
Turatti, Modigliani and others should be entitled
to consider themselves members of the Third Inter-
national. ' This would make the Third International
resemble the late Second International.

8. In the question of colonies and the oppressed
nationalities an especially distinet and elear line of
conduet of the parties of countries whose bourgeois-
je possess such colonies or oppress other national-

Continued on page 8)
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4 I \O some, the present system of society appears
as the highest pinnacle of civilization to which
man can ever aspire, the final word in lib-

erty, demoeracy and justice; to others, it appears

as the limit of hypoerisy, sordidness and brutality,
the lowest depth to which man has fallen.

If we really want to understand capitalism, we
will have to view it from a different angle; not one
of ethics, nor of how near it has’ approached to a
pre-determined plan or scheme. We will have to
enquire into the conditions prevailing at the advent
of capitalism ; what alterations have been made, how
much more man understands of natura! forces,
whether improvements have been made in methods
of obtalning a living, and what are the tendencies
of social evolution today. In other words, what
has been the historic mission of eapitalism.

A proper stuydy cannot be made in the pages of
the ““Clarion,” Jeast of all in one short article, but
we urge the reader to make use of the Iiteraturt"
advertised elsewliere in this paper, wherein a much
fuller and abler analysis is made; but we may be
able to arouse the interest of someone to whom
Socialism is new. . » :

Feudal society rested upon land ownership and
military prowess; production was mainly agrieul-
tural, and the workers were tied to the land, for-
bidden as a class to leave the manor or feudal do-
main upon which they were born. They had some
land of their own upon whieh they worked to pro-
duce their needs, and in addition they were com-
pelled to till the land for the requirements of their
overlords, the feudal nobles, and their famiilies.
The food they ate was simple, but wholesome and
plentiful at all times, exeept during such natural
calamities as peri'ods of famine, pestilenece, ete., or
perhaps during a war. They were certain of their
living from day-to day.

In the towns whieh arose, the making of neces-
sary articles other than food produets was earried
on. The too's in use were simple, everything was
made by hand,—it was a method which we know of
as handicraft produetion. One individuai owned
all the tools necessary to his trade, and made an
article from start to finish. If a ecarriage maker,
for instance, he made body, wheels, seats, ete., and
probably painted and finished everything complete-
ly. Owning the tools, he was the owner of the pro-
duet of his labor. He worked by himself, or at the
most, with one journeyman and one ¢r two appren-
tices. The process was slow, but for quality of
material, workmanship, and beauty of design, the
goods of this period are not approached in modern
times. "

Life in general for the mass of feudal society,
was simple. The horizon was limifed to the doings
in yillage or town, dnd its immediately surrounding
country. It was a life of ignorance and supersti-
tion, A plague was eonstrued as a visitation from
God, and the remedy was prayer and fasting. The
universe appeared peopled with devils and ange's,
fairies and witches.

The nobility had a somewhat wider field of ae-
tivity. They carried on wars of plunder for the
aequisition of more land. They had spices and fine
raiments brought from the Orient, they engaged in

~ stateeraft, were wealthy and lived a life of splen-
dor and comfort. -

The elergy spent their times gathering tithes and
doles, lived in considerable comfort and taught
submission to the King and nobility, the Pontiff of
Rome, and Holy Mother Church. The most influ-
ential of them had eontrol of nearly all the eduea-
tion in such arts and sciences as existed. They also
engaged quite considerably in stateeraft gnd eourt
intrigues. :

'l‘hese was in addition a class of merchant -trad-
ers, which along with the sérfs, as the workers under
feudalism are called, are the classes most import-

ant for our present study. The traders took wool

from England, finished eloth from Flanders, weap-

ons from Spain, ete., and exchanged them for one

- Historical Review

another or for spices, silks and luxuries from East-
ern countries,

At first, they served the needs of feudalism quite
well, and without clashing, but in time they amass-
ed wealth and beeame important enough to desire
a voice in the management of nations. They were
harassed and oppressed by the nobility in contro
of the State. Taxes were levied upon them when
their trading earavans passed through a feudal
domain, and at times after taxes and tolls were
paid, they were robbed of their merchandise. Dut.
ies were placed upon the goods brought in their
ships. They needed the aid of science in their
struggles to navigate the world, and the Roman
Catho'iec Church placed a ban upon the develop-
ment of seience.

Getting thejr living by buying and selling, they
needed cheap and plentiful produetion, and the
eraft guilds (organizations of master handierafis.
men) had laws limiting production and keeping
quality at the highest pitch. All these irksome re-
strictions foreed upon the merchant traders the need
to obtain control of the political powers, to use them
in their own interests, and after a struggle more or
less protracted, they acquired the reins of govern.
ment, and society became geatly altered. They
set about abolishing kings and nobles, or limiting
their power; saw that trade was unmolested, and
overcame the opposition of the guilds by abolishing
them or appropriating their lands and property.

The method and motive of production changed.
Whereas, formerly the necessities of life were pro.
duced for use, on'y the surplus being exchanged,
soon things were produced, not for use, but for
sale, for the realization of profit.

in the place of the artisan, working by himself
with his own tools and marketing the produet, the
merchant now supplied raw material to the worker
and took the finished goods to the market.

In the course of time, the merchants gathered to-
gether the workers to the extent of fifty or a hun-
dred under one roof, and supplied tools and raw
materials, paying the worker only a wage: a price
for his energy—his labor-power.” The merchants be.
came capitalists, explditers of wage-labor. At
first, only the old hand tools were used, but co-oper-
ation and division of labor were introduced. To go
back to owr illustration of the earriage maker, in-
stead of ap individual making the full clrl:iage. the
work was divided between wheel-makers, body-mak.

ers, painters, ete., the worker thereby losing his abii-
ity to produce a complete artiele.

With the ever-widening markets, consequent upon
the discovery of the new world and of sea-routes to

the Orient, arose the demand for still more wage-

workers, and it was met by laws forcing freedom
upon the serfs. Not only were they given freedom
to leave the manor or feudal land, but their own plots
of land were taken from them by legal or by open
vidlence. They were made free from all property
in.the means of wealth production. Without land,
without tools, they too were foreed to sell the only
thing they had to sell—their labor-power. Produc-
tion had become organized entirely upon a commod-
ity basis.

A stream of profity flowed into the coffers of the
capitalists, while the workers suffered poverty and
degradation. Tnstead of living upon the land, :
ceiving wholesome food, the
and down the country,

and re-
y wandered in rags up
: begging a meal and selling
their energy wherever they could. In place of work
in the open fields, they were erowdeq into ill ventil-
ated, poorly-lighted factories, for long hours of the
day. At night, they erept into garret or cellar and
slept fitfully amid dirt and verdin, So great became
the greed for profit that men, w‘omen and even chil-
f]rcn of seven yeary of age were foreced into factor-
les and mines for twelve, fourteen and sixteen hours
a day. Such was the realization by the workers of
it:ne ’?mmised “liberty,”’ ““equality,’”” and ‘‘fratern.
y.
Duri_ug the period under review, other things had
transpired which appear in more favorable light,

Science had been freed from the

s \;::""i‘.i"\ of
church, and great strides hagd been made, | t“ Y
. ey DStes N
the narrow confines of feudal society, | ad of
. o & !!0‘“ o
spread out to the Americag and round {} "

12, engst of

Africa to India. Instead of & comet being

municated as a demon—which actually oeeyppq
the 12th eentury—the telescope was invented 1
man started to study the heavens \,»;.‘,z':,;_,.a”: W
to formulate laws explaining the formation .
movements of heavenly bodies, .

Geologists examined the earth's cry.
to be millions of yeary old, instead
years, as maught by the chureh. A powerful oy
was struck at religious dogma when the I),,,-M_.“;"
discoveries in the field of biology, showeq thy, :,:
from maw being created perfeet, he had painfully “
slowly evolved from primitive, ape-like, anim{h ;

The greatest discoveries and inventions wer made
'n the tools of industry. The spinfng wheel gy,
way te mechanical devices, such ag the 8 '
.jenny and spinning-frame.  The power-loom togk
the place of hand.weaving, and most imporfant of
all. thesperfection of the steam engine by Watt i the
middle of the 18th céntury. Previously, simple my
chinery had been run by means of wind and water
but the use of steam gAvVe man & motor power thy
would work at all times and in well nigh all plases

Since that time improvements in machiners and
new discoveries and inventions have increased ‘a;-tw
We have had the discovery and use of ¢'eetriity
telegraph and telephone systems, ocean cables .ko
automobile, and lately the airplane Al these i
creased the productive power of man to ag ¢normos
degree. Wealth has accumulated to an extent ineos.
ceivable in the Middle, Ages, and only faintly rea
ized today.

Did all, these improvements lighten the labor of
the workers? Not at all; everything produced be.
longed as always to the owners of the tools and ms
chines, who were intent upon reaping profits, an
the surplus instead of easing man’s burdens, west
for greater expansion and new markets wore sough!

“Xeom.
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» 40 found i
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all over the globe. Whole races and even contigents °

were subjected 1o capitalism. Instead of fights be

tween petty principalities ,war involved several coun

tries in many parts of the world.
These huge undertakings, whether of war or of in
dustry (such as the building of railways and steam

ships) could not be earried on by individuals, and

%o vast bodies of workers have to co-operate. Gigas
tie plants with modern machines eannot be owned by
individuals, so joint stoek companies, combines and
trusts develop.

All this has still further increased the productinit;
of the worker, but he does not benefit by it, becaus
as pointed out before, he does not own that which bt
produces. He receives in the form of wages just
sufficient to keep him fit to work. Now that eapit
alism has spread all over the world, ti®re arc no mo
markets for the surplus produced ; so that periodic
ally we have industrial erises such as we see today.
periods when the worker eannot sell his labor-power
and faces starvation, or at best, bread-lines and sou)

o kitchens, a litt'e of the wealth he has made, .]..h-v?
out to him as charity. During so-called periods of
prosperity he has to work long hours at intense
speed, to live on ddulterated food and dress it
shoddy clothing. Green fields and natural beant
he sees perhaps once a vear for a day or two; there!
of his time, when he is not working, is spent in tht
slum distriets of cities. At work, he is langely reduced
to the position of a mere machine-tender, and mi™
suffer the sickening monotony of doing one or 1"
simple opergtions hour after hour, day after dla}
Improvements in machinery and efficient systei®
tend to displace more and more workers, who ¢o™
pete with him for a job. In spite of his great T
(hl(!ﬁ"ity, he receivegs a far sma'ler p.-r('«'ll'ﬂﬂl‘ "'f
his produet than the workers of any other st’v{“'
system. His po.i“on grows steadily worse, while
all the time he is harassed by thoughts of the unce”
tainty of his livelihood.

(Continued on page 3)
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PAGE THREE

N —
THE WORKER MUST SOLVE HIS OWN,
PROBLEMS

VERY voulnr_\""m the world today within the
confines of the capitalist system has its

E army of unemployed workers; its problem
vice, and race degeneration as the result

f erime,
{ a private
proved 18 the
ul';'hn!ulil_’hl‘\' understood the seience of mechanices
| ““'“"”'i.“; so widely extended are the fields
of their application that labor today ean produce
hiore ,vnmmml ;\Il«l
result of this is seen in an ever inereasing sur-
ing piled in stores, cold-storages and ware-

ownership of the means of life So

' machinery of wealth produetion;

I
ities than there ig demand for.

1‘v.,,
pius he
houses . . . .
The underlying principle of capitalism is profit.
modities are produced for sale, and until the)

.\\ i 0!

are sold in the world's markets there is no profit.
When the stores, cold-storages and warehouses
are overflowing with commodities, which there 1s
va demand for, the workers ‘engaged upon the pro-
duetion of wealth are turned loose from their jobs.
s}

It has taken the workers from their limited sur-
roundings and narrow life and forced them to wan-
der all over the world in the maglstrom of modern
industry.

Such is the history of capitalism.
its historic function?
small, somewhat isolated groups, full of supersti-
tion and ignorance, producing with simple individual
hand tools.
huge masses of wealth and centralize its ownership,
to vastly inerease man’s knowledge of natural forces,
and most important, to change the simple tools of
the handicraft stage into the complicated machinery
of today, which compels social production, thereby
laying the basis for social ownership, to which it
must ultimately give way. ;

Today it has reached the stage whereby all classes
¢xcept two, are eliminated, leaving but a small class
owning the means of produetion, and the large mass
of society, the proletariat, which has no subject class
to exploit, and therefore by winning its freedom,

What has been
Society was organized in

Its mission has been to accumulate

Aud until this congestion has been relieved by the
«ale of these commoditie® they must remain idle.
As the productivity of the machine increases, as each
part hecomes more perfeéted, as the skill of the
workers develops, it becomes apparent to the eap-
talist ¢lass, who own the machinery of wealth pro-
duction, that less ‘‘hands’’ are needed, even in nor-
mal times when oongﬂtit’n of the markets is clear-
ol and & permanent pauper and eriminal class is
brought into existence.

The only remedy the State has ever applied to
hese conditions is the building of workhouses and
prisons. The portion of wealth that a capitalist
~Jass hands to labor for work done in fields, mines,
and factories is summed up in rags, bones and beds
1o lie on. The workers must continue to have these
things whether they work or not. And when they
cease to work they must borrow, beg or steal to have
them. Hence it follows that in the older countries
the workhouses, and of every country the prisons,
are filled with physical and mental wrecks, the
spawn of eapitalist soeiety. *

If the preserit form of society remain in exist-
ence for another generation, and the rate of im-
provement in mechanieal appliances inerease (and
the rush for oil as motor power, the potentialities of
aerial navigation makes this likely), there must
come a time when the workers must either fight
cach other—the fittest feeding on the bodies of the
slain in order to live, or their masters who own the
means of life will resort to lethal bullets and thus
keep down the surplus of workers to suit their own
needs. In Franee tremendous enterprises are top-
pling over from their inability to sell their commod-
ities. Banks are failing to supply credits to save
these enterprises from disaster ; idle workers throng
the cities; erime runs rampant; and, as it is in
France, so is it in every country on a more or less
prodigious scale. The future of society depends
upon the working elass.

When this class feels and umnderstands the cause
of all thel troubles—the private ownership of the
means of life, a class ownership of the machinery of
production and distribution—they will begin to
think intelligently ag to how they can remove the
cause. Intelligent thought will determine intelli-
gent action., and intelligent action will express it-
‘f"f in the reorganization of society; of pmductiml
for use instead of for profit

Af surely as the means of life controlled by a class
f”j‘ its own profit begot umemployment, pauperism,
crime and war, so surely Will production for use
beget abundance, peace and social morality, and so

bring into existence a greater degree of happy
humanity, R. K.

& 0 -
HISTORICAL REVIEW.
(Continued from page 2)
Capitalism has tunnelled sountains, spanned the
oceans, /harnessed the wind, and brought the ends
of the earth within' speaking distance. Tt N
Wrested from Nature many of itsesecrets, has delved
'Mto past history and laid it bare for us to read,

Showing us that all things, this earth, man and soc- .

16t} ; 5
“N‘aro constantly changing and developing—
So fleet the works of men,

will bring slavery to an end, W.H C
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Socialist Party of
Canada ‘

et
L]

We, the Socialist Party of Canada affirm our allegiance to,
and support of, the principles and programme of the revelu-
tionary working class.

Labor. applied to natural resources, produces all wealth
The prosent economic system is based upon capitalist owmer-
ship of the means of production, consequently, all the pre-
ducts of labor belong to the capitalist class. The capitalist
is, therefore, master; the worker a slave,

So long as the capitalist clags remains in possession of the
reins of government, all the powers of the State will be ased

‘teet and defend its property rights in the means of
::-’rn'l’:';: ‘x(;oduclion and s control of the product of labor,

The ecapitalist system gives to the capitalist an everswell-
ing stream of profits, and to the worker, an ever-increasing
measure of misery and degradation.

The interest of the working class lies in setting itself free
from capitalist exploitation by the abolition o(_ the wage
tvstem, under which this exploitation, at the paint of pro-
Juclion. is cloaked. To accomplish this necessitates the
transformation of capitalist property in the means of weatlh
socially controlled economic forces.

The irrepressible cohflict of interest between the capitalist
and the worker pecessarily expresses itself as a struggle for
political supremacy. This As the Class Struggle.

Therefore, we call all workers to organize under the banmer
of the Socialist Party of Canada, with the object of conquer-
ing the political powers, for the purpose of setting wp and en-
forcing the economic programme of the working class, as

production into

follows:

1. The transformation as rapidly as .poniblo. of eap-
italist property in the means of wealth production
(natural resources, actories, mills, railroads, ete.)
into collective means of production,
The organization and management of industry by

the working elnn. & )
3. ‘The establishment, as speedily as possible, of pro-
duction for use instead of production for profit.

wt
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SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA
LOCAL (VANCOUVER) No. 1

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES
POLITICAL ECONOMY: Every Sunday afternoon,
from 3 to 5. i
HISTORY: Every Thursday evening, from 8 to 10.

Classes meet at 401 Pender Street East. No fees
are asked and no collection is made. All that is
required is an earnest interest in the subject taken
up. All points raised and all questions asked are
fully discussed. Membership in the Socialist Party
of Canada is not a condition of membership of these
classes. !

You are earnestly invited to attend.

10 .
LOCAL (WINNIPEG) No. 3—EDUCATIONAL
« OCLASSES.

ECONOMIC CLASS: Every Friday at 8 p.m.

SPEAKERS' CLASS: Every Sunday at 11 a.m.

EISTORY CLASS: Monday Evening, 8 o’clock.
Friday Afternoon, 3 o’clock.

These classes are already well attended, and the
number of members is inereasing. The classes meet
at 530 Main Street, Winnipeg, and all workers are

requested to attend.
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EDITORIAL

—

UNEMPLOYMENT.

VER singd the ending of the war the wage
E work;& of capitalist society have been sub-
jected to an incessant propaganda directing
their efforts” towards inercased produection. States-
men, bankers, .pulpiteers, newsvendors and persua-
sive folk generally, have held up to our eves a pie-
ture of the miserable situation we would find our-
selves in if we did not enthusiastically put our
shoulders to the industrial wheel and keep it turn-
ing. The reconstruction of a war-weary society de-
pended, we were told, upon the co-operation of
eapital and labor, to the end that the channels of
industrial life might again be lubrieated, to allow
the regular interehange of commodities between the
various countries and so re-establish commeree up-
on its former business-like basis. The workers ap-
peared not unwilling to enter the game of more pro-
duction. In faet, from present evidences it would
seem that they have given more than was returned
to them, for they are now assembled in the various
cities of ecapitalism in countless number, willing
enough still to go on with the game of more pro-
duetion, yet with all the rules of the game against
them. They are now out of a job. They are fam-

iliarly known as the unemployed.

The ordinary needs of man are food, elothing and’
shelter. When the worker of present day society
finds hjnu'elf in need of any or all of these things,
what does he do to get them?! Does he proceed to
the store-house where food and clothing lie in
abundance and help himself! Does he proceed to
the occupation of a suitable unoccupied dwelling
house? ° e

He does not. He looks for a job. These things
- are not his property. He knows that in order to
obtain food and eclothing he must buy them, and he
knows that in order to buy them he must have
money. To get this he knows that he must find a
job. The processes of present day production are
50 eomiplex that he eannot employ himself direetly
in supplying his own needs. The labor process in
present day society is sub-divided. The worker has
been trained, for example, as a carpenter, plumber,
tailor, shoemaker, ironworker. As an individual he
is helpless in supplying his own needs. His energy
in production is spent in the company of his own
kind in the workshop or faectory, where the labor
of all is necessary to the finished produet. The fae-
tory or workshop belongs, not to the workers, but to
an individual capitalist or group of owners. So, in
order to find a job the worker must ask leave of the
factory or workshop owner to be allowed to enter
the productive process. He makes his bargain. As
a skilled or unskilled laborer he sells his energy,
delivered daily at a given price; wages. Having
delivered his energy he receives his wages, and with
these he supplies his individual needs ;food, cloth-
ing and shelter. The experience of the wage work-
ers of present day society is that their ‘‘needs’’
under the system now prevailing are, speaking gen-
erally, sufficient only to maintain them as fit work-
~ers in the productive process. When the job is
completed, and there is no other job at hand, while
there is plenty of the needful things of life to be
seen all around, these things do not ‘““‘belong’’ to

them. These things are for sale. To buy them

they require the money they receive as wages yrhen

working. When they have no job ll}e,\’ cannot pay.

When working,- they have produced more than
they have received in return for their energy spent
in the process. The surplus has been retained by
their masters. Their masters own the machinery
employed in the manufacture of commodities today.

They own the workshops, mills, mines and faetor-

ies. The labor of the workers attending this machin-

ery of wealth produetion is so productive that it
produces more than ean be sold in the same space
of time. So that periodically a glut occurs. ‘Com-
modities are piled high in warehouses, awaiting
sale, and in the meantime the workers stand idle
awaiting a job. The more productive the labor
process, the more frequent are the periods of over-
production. Commodities, in one form or another,
which econstitute the wealth of society today are
produced for sale. The labor process is so produc.
tive that the markets of capitalism cannot consume
the output equally with it. When there is no mar-
ket, produetion must stop until the goods on hand
are disposed of by gradual sale. Therefore we have
unemployment. Regular employment means reg-
ular exploitation. Unemployment means hunger and
want. Hunger and want, if it lasts long ehough, is
dangerous for the owning class. Goods are for sale,
but if there is no way open to the worker to find
employment whereby he may sell his energy and
thus obtain the means to buy, he comes dangerously
near to a real consideration of the matter of pro-
perty rights. This consideration is troubling the
statesmen of the world today. The system they up-
hold and represent stands condemned as a system
that eannot maintain its working population in pro-
duction. By the same token it cannot feed, elothe
and shelter them, and maintain its status as a sys-
tem of private ownership in the machinery of wealth
produetion. It is further threatened by the in-
ereased comprehension of the workers of their part
in the process. They are learning that their supply
of food, elothing and shelter is curtailed, not through
their inability to produce these things, nor through
their unwillingness to work, but through the faet
that the things they produee, and are able and will-
ing to produce in abundanee ‘are not theirs, nor the
means they must employ in produetion. They are
beginning to understand that capitalism has served
its day and that the real obstacle to human happi-
ness is the ownership of private property in the
machinery of wealth produetion. No statesman of
capitalism can find a ‘‘cure’’ for unemployment.
Unempioyment, as the problem presents itself to
the statesmen of capitalism is a harder task to solve
than they can solve. It will exist as a problem as
long as eapitalism lasts.

Our immediate problem is to engage the attention
of the workers so that they may understand, not
only why they are out of a job, but. that they may
understand also what happens when they are in one.
We are trying to make them see that their masters
are just as anxious as themselves to see them em-

ployed, for employment means production, and pro- |

duction means profit. Unemployment is a eapital-
ist problem. No relief measures can solve it. They

may momentarily relieve distress in loeal distriets. ”

They may appease the angry wrath of the hungry
stomach. But capitalism itself ecannot solve the
problem its own workings have engendered. This,
along with its other troubles is throttling the sys-
tem. Let the understanding of the workers them-
selves awaken to the fact that they must undertake
to study their position as workers, employed and
unemployed. In this way they will understand
more than their masters and their Spokesmen are
willing to aceept as a solution—that capitalism is
doomed as a system of wealth production and dis-
tribution, and that the workers themselves must
build the society that will take its place. The more

of them there are who understand the better will
they build.
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i the mis
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favor of opportunistic methods and ¢ MMPromise
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PAGE FIVE

McKenzie Continues the Criticism of J. A.
McD’S Article “On Copying the Bolsheviki”

EpiToR's Note—In this article Comrade McKenzie con-
criticism of Comrade McDonald’s article “On
Copying the jolsheviki.'' In view of the length of this
o further reply by J. A, MacD., printed in the same
in hardly possible, He promises a further reply which

L ]

tinues his

1
articit

a5 U0y :
ne to print in next issue,

we hof

Y criticism of Comrade MeDonald’s article
M ‘O Copying the Bolsheviki'’ was inspir-

ed by the fact that the parts objected to
gave the said article a Menshevik, or if you like a
Kautskian tone. In his reply he has not altered
ihat tone, but seeks to prove the correctness of his
atitude by quotations from the Bolshevik writers
themselves,

Admitting the trufh of the quotations spoken of
shove, 1 must beg to differ with Comrade MecDon-
4ld’s interpretation of them as proof that Socialism
Joes not exist in Russia.

lle savs that I have not offered proof of where
the parts objected to contradict the rest of his
Unfortunate'y that I had left to the aver-
age reader’s intelligence. So, in order to make my-
«!f more clearly understood, I shall have to elah-
orate on the points at issue (the parts ohjected to)
and. for lack of space, ask the reader to carefully
study the original article of my oppounent and then
form his own opinions therefrom.

Following is the part of the first paragraph I have
taken issue with: **We understood, as we still un.
Jerstand, that Bolshevism is not Socialism. Our
knowledge of Russian conditions, though perhaps
meagre, was sufficient to acquaint us with the fact
that this country was not yet ready for Socialism.
Economie and social development had not reached
that stage where social ownership of the means of
production was possible.”’

“Rolshevism is not Socialism!”’
Martov the Menshevik, who is also a Marxian theor-
it of some repute, says s0. Kautsky says so.  And
so do all the opponents of Bolshevism in every land
and elime,

To say that Bolshevism is not Socialism is hardly
correet.  For, were not the Bolsheviks a political
party advocating Socialism? In the appendix to
“lessons of the Revolution,” by Lenin, ‘‘Bolshev-
ik"" is defined thus: ‘“The most powerful wing of
the Social Demoerats, and the revolutionary party
which achieved the October revolution, now in con-
trol of the government. This party expresses the
desires of the whole toiling masses of the people,

articie

Of ecourse not!

poor peasants as well as factory workers, to replace 8

in the economico-industrial foumdation the principles
of private property and capitalism by that of na-
tional ownership and Socialism. The name “Bol-
shevik™* does not mean *‘Maximalist'’ as commonly
supposed, but *‘member of the majority,’” and it is
derived from the fact that at a former cougress of
the Social Democratie Party, the delegates split into
'wo factions, the majority or Bolshinstvo, favoring
immediate proletarian aection to hasten the coming
of Socialism. Since 1905 the Bolsheviks have really
heen in a minority, until September, 1917, while
the dominating faction was the ‘Menshiviks.” ™
~ I his reply Comrade MeDonald says that “Social-
S is a philosophy, a propagandist movement, and
A form of society.”” If quibbling over terms would
accomplish any thing 1 would be justified in main-
taining that Bolshevism, ‘‘being a ‘propagandist
movement,”’ teaching scientific Socialism merited
the above definition. But that would get us no-
Where.  The Bolsheviks mow call themselves the
“Communist Party of Russia."’
" T_h“. relations between the terms Bolshevism and
Socialism ig similar to concrete and abstract, special
“nd general. Tet us consider Russia as it is today.
Atleast on the basis of such information as we can
depeng upon.
.nin, in reference to the Menshivik group says:
These gentlemen want Socialism dished up to them

on a silver plater. It cannot be. It will never be.
The only way to Socialism is through a dictatorship
of the proletariat.’’

Evidently Comrade MeDonald does not agree
with the above, for he is waiting for time to prove
it.  According to him, Bolshevism may lead to
something other than Socialism.

It may be remembered that before the Bolshevist
revolution Yook place most Marxists, including our-
selves, were of the opinion that according to all the
theories of Marxism, that Proletarian revolution
would naturally take place first in the most highly
developed countries, and if anyone would have told
us that Russia, backward, illiterate Russia would
be the first country to overthrow capitalism and
introduce Socialism, we would have proved by every
tenet of Marxism how that would be impossible.
But it did happen in spite of the faet that ** Econ-
omie and social development had not reached that
stage where social ownership of the means of pro-
duction was possible.”’

This caused many of us to again delve into Marx
and we found out by the application of the mater-
ialist interpretation of history to Russian conditions
how it did happen without committing heresy
against the accepted faith.

In his pamphlet, ‘‘“The Development of Social-
ism from Science to Practice,”” Karl Radek writes
thus, pages 12 and 13, Socialist Labor Press, Glas-
gow' ““The transition from eapitalism to Socialism
will begin when such sufferings have accumulated
on the shoulders of the people in the ecapitalist
state that they will no longer be able to endure the
condition -created for them by the rule of capital-
ism; they will rise against it. . When in such a
country the development of eapitalism has proceed-
ed so far that the most important branches of in-
dustry—trade and transport—are in the hands of
capitalists concentrated into groups, then the con-
quering pro'etariat, organized as a power in the
State, not only ean, but must, endeavor to get into
its own hands industry, transport and credit. The
extent of the alterations to be undergone by these
departments of the administration will depend on
the degree of development of the various countries,
Only those branches of industry which already are
grouped and concentrated should perhaps be Social-
ized straightway, while agriculture, for example,
should be Socialised only gradually, because of its
dependence on industry and the cities, This has
been done in RusSia (emphasis mine). There the
proletariat forms a minority of the population, but
the Russian iron industry, coal mines, and naptha
wells. railways and telegraphs, are found together
in the possession of a few persons; they are con-
ducted by a small number of bankers, and they im-
conditions on the whole of the agricultural
country.”’ - And on page 14 he says, ‘‘The Soecialist
revolution begins in the countries where the capit-
alist order is weakest, gnd whefle the organ of op-
pression is in process of dissolution. Here is the
breach where Socialism enters (emphasis mine). It
is difficult to make a social revolution within the
houndaries of a single state, for though it overcome
the bourgeoisie in the one country it will be threat-
ened by the capitalism beyond its borders. The
Socialist Revolution can be victorious only when it
prevails over the whole continent. But the Socialist
revolution cannot wait until the prolegariat of the
world rises at a signal. And conversely, national
themselves a product of international
clements which hasten the
found the answer to the first

pose

revolutions,
dissolution, furnish the
revolution. Therein 1s
. which has forced itself on the attention of
the proletariat. When can the s.oci.al revolution
It can begin and it does begin in every coun-
conditions created by capitalism for

questior

begin?
try where the it
the workers are unendurable.

Note, the above. In other words the revolution
is the sfarting point of the new form of society—
Socialism. Radek calls the revolution the Soeialist
revolution, and shows the conditions necessary for
it. He speaks here of the Proletarian revolution in
general, and the Bolshevist revolution in particular,
and refers to it as the “breach where Socialism en-
ters.”’ o
According to Comralle MeDonald, ‘‘A revolution

'has taken place in Russia,”" Not a Socialist revolu-

=

tion mark you, biit ““A reso Marxian minority
sueceeded in overthrowing ' weak bourgeois re-
zime and inaugurated a § . of proletarian die-
tatorship in its stead. While the new social form is
not Socialism, but dietatorsirip of & Mine

Y, it war-

rants the support of all revblutionigts, the world
OYEP. L L ia ’* And so on to the end of the paragraph,
page 2 last issue of ““Clarion,”’ wh gives us

as an outline of the briginal

After reading the above-me ‘obifline one
gets the impression that a ‘of the pro-
letariat will not be neeessary mtha"g more highly
developed countries as a transition period to Social-
ism. Now listen to what Radek has to say in rela-
tion to this, taken from the aforementioned pam-
phlet, pages 17, 18: ‘‘In no country ean the revolu-
tion begin as an action of the majority of the revol-
ution. Capitalism implies not merely a physieal
mastership over the means of production, but also
a spiritual dominion over the masses of the people,
and in the most developed capitalist eountries, under
the stress of misery and dire need, under the burden
of such consequences of eapitalism as this war, the
whole body of the oppressed arises. The most active
are always the first to rise, it is a minority which
carries out the revolution, the success of which de-
pends on the faet whether this revolution corres-
ponds with the historical development, with the in-
terests of the masses of the people, who can shake
off the rule of the class hitherto governing them.
But first the creative and impulsive force of the
revolution is required to rouse the great body of the
people to liberate them from their intellectual and
spiritual slavishness under capitalism, and to lead
them into a position where a defense of their inter-
ests can be made. It might fairly be said that every
revolution is undertaken by the minority, that the
majority only joins in during the course of the re-
volution and decides the vietorious issue. Were it
otherwise, not only would a dictatorship in the coun-
try with a proletarian minority like Russia be harm-
ful, as the followers of Kautsky maintain, but in a
country with a proletarian majority, for which Kaut-
sky and his school are graciously pleased to allow
of a dictat@rship, it would be entirely unnecessary.
Tn such a country the capitalist class would be so
few in number that they would not be in a position
to take arms against the proletariat. Thus the
Marxian conception of a proletarian dictatorship as
an unavoidable stage on the road to the realization
of Socialism either is an antiquated conception, or
his dictatorship is as much justified in Russia as in
any other country.”’

History proves the correctness of the above.

Comrade MeDonald does not need to prove to us
that private capital still exists in Russia, and wage
slaves are still exploited for profit. That is not
denied. But will he deny that capital is re-

stricted in Russia by such Soviet decrees, as for in-
stance, ‘ Workmen'’s control’’ labor laws, and by the

fact that foreign trade can only be carried on by
the State, and the iradunl doing away of the mone-
tary system (see ‘‘Soviet Russia,”” November 6th,
1920, page 454, by A. Goldschmidt). Besides in-
dustries already nationalized, such as those men-

tioned in my first quotation from, Radek, and the
(Continued on page 8)
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FIRST PRINCIPLES OF WORKING CLASS EDUCA-
TION, by James Clunie, Glasgow.—Printed by 'l:hc
Socialist Labor Press, 50 Renirew Street, 1920. 9/- post
paid.

One of the greatest and most difficult tasks of
the Socialist movement is to eduweate the working
class to its class interests; which necessitates a
knowledge of Economies, History, Sociology and
Philosophy. The so-called absfract sciences, which
the apologists of the present system dare not ac-
kiowledge as sciences, or if they do, in a pseudo
vulgarized form, as a scientific knowledge of such
shows them to be the robbers they are, and there-
fore means their desjruction.

Credit is due to Karl Marx and his co-workers,
Frederick Engéls and Joseph! Dietzgen for first
placing the a \_v'e subjects on a scientific basis, now
known as Marxism, or Scientific Socialism.

Various attempts have been made to simplify or
popularizf'lhrxism, especially economies, to induce
a greater number of workeys to take up the study
of thesg subjeets. - As a matter of fact all these at-
tempts at popularizing Marxism are solely for the
purpose of stimulating a desire' in the worker for
study by introducing him to the elementary prin-
ciples of the subjeet matter itself.

Indeed, Marxism can hardly ‘be made any sim-
pler than the authors have made it themselves
without losing its scientifie character.

The above named work by Comrade Clunie, bids
fair to be a very interesfing and instructive method
of introducing the workers to the more serious study
of these subjects,

The book is intended as a text book for classes
and individual readers. It contains thirteen chap-
ters with an appendix. Each chapter is illustrated
by simple objective diagrams, which have proved an
invaluable method to make the study interesting.

The first ehapter, which is divided into four see-
tions, deals with the historical and- sociological de-
velopment of the human race from primitive savag-
ery to future Commupism. The others deal mainly
with economics. The appendix contaips useful
data and information which ean be used in illustrat-
ing the various chapters.

As the author says in his itroduction: *The
actual lessons I have made as elementary as possi-
ble, classifying the method and leaving a great deal
of the evidenee to be gained by the reader and the
class tutors.”” And: ‘“‘My book does not pretend
to be a treatise on economics, sociology, history or
philosophy, but a suggested method of study to show
the place, nature and purpose of these great sub-
jeets. The irresistible processes of evolution are
about to jmpose a duty upon the working elass
'wherein a knowledge of the nature and life of
society will be required. My sole mqtive in writ-
ing this work is to stimulate in the minds of my
elass a burning revolutionary desire for edueation,
for the logie of socio-human development nmow de-
crees that it is the mission of the toiling masses to
mould a Communistic future.’’ :

He lays great stress on the fact that the great
ach’evement of Marxism is its method. When we
understand the method we ean apply it.to modern
events, and thereby make the teaching of Socialism
-more interesting and useful.

Knowledge does not drop like manna from heaven,
but the acquiring of it requires hard work onethe
part of the wage-earner student, more especially
when he is employed at hard manual labor. But
once he gets an insight into real knowledge, he will

" 8eon acquire the taste for more,

Like our great philosopher, Joseph Dietzgen, the
author of this work is a manua) worket too, as John
Maclean describes him in his foreword to the book,

. It shows what a working man ecan do even with so
many difficulties; that are the general lot of the
worker. That fact alone should be enough to awak-
en some of the latent genius in our ranks.

" As an introduction to the Classical Works of

a

Qeientifie Socialism, this work of Comrade Clunie’s
can be well recommended to all those, whose dut)
it is to acquire the knowledge which is so essential
to destroy the present system of production for

profit, and to build up a better world.

A. McKENZIE. 5

THE SKILLED LABORER: Longmans, Green & Co,
London, England.
'This companion volume to the books, *‘The Town

f.aborer,”” and the **Village Laborer,Y by J. L, and
Barbara Hammond, is in every way worthy of be-
ing accorded a place in the library of students of
real history. For this is a most stirring narrative of
the lives of our fathers, based upon facts gleaned
largely from Home Office records, and presents
a more thrilling recital of yrongs endured, and
struggles waged and lost, yet not in the larger
sense, ‘or out of them has grown the modern labor
movement, than pen of author eould contrive. At
the outset we are told: *“The history of England at
the time discussed, regds like a history of civil war."”’

From the struggles of the coal miners to organize,
through the fortunes of the slaves in the silk, cot-
ton, and woollen trades we are taken to the famous
Luddite riots.

There is such a wealth of material, that one hardly
knows how to do justice to it in any review, nor yet
what extracts to place before prospective readers.

We have the miserable spectacle of men and
women driven down from a fairly comfortable liv-
ing, in their various handicrafts, to the most de-
graded existence possible. We see how it was that
the early English fortunes were made, Out of the
utter wretchedness wherein men, womep and little
ones died of sheer starvation, rose on the one hand,
the present English oligarchy, and on the other
organized effort, that will yet result in the com-
plete abolition of the damnable eonditions we, the
descendants of those sufferers, still endure. It is
interesting to learn that at a striking collier’s meet-
ing in the Tyne distriet, in the summer of 1832, a
proposal was made to form a big general union, that
wonld spread through out the country. Deleon
did n‘bt show the ““how’’ of this;—he was not yet
born.

We also find in every strike that the sinister fig-
ure in the background was named Jacobinism, even
as today all labor unrest is labelled Bolshevism.
’l'l!m masters learn nothing new.

Just as intelligent working-class leaders are per
secuted and blacklisted in this enlightened age, sq
was Hepburn, the miners’ leader, then. As the or-
derly strike of today gives econcern to the boss, so
did that of the spinners long ago. General Byng
anxious'y declared: ‘“The peaceable demeanor of
50 many thousand unemployed men is not natural.’’

And so then, a8 now, wg find the “'stools’’ and
agents busily stirring up trouble and disturbance,
8o the military eould have an exeuse for action.

Did the poor starve in meek humility and pa-

tience, they weré congrgpulated by the king and
the clergy. Wrote the Viear of Blackburn about
the hungry cotton workers on strike in 1826:‘To
their praise be it said, there have been no symp-
tofns of discontent, disaffection, or sedition.” They
have trusted in Providence, and God’s servants will
not forsake them.’”’ But as the author, with fine
irony remarks: ‘‘Their trust in Providence gave
way before the end of the month, and they trans.
gressed thg bounds of propriety in a serious fash.
ion.”” So long as the woollen and worsted workers
sent petition after petition to parliament, Lord
Brougham could complacently say: ‘‘The people
were still sound at heart.”’ .
Bm when the shearmen began destroying the gig
mills, that interfered with their livelihood, it was
suggested that ‘‘these turbulent spirits be the ob-
Jject of the press gang’s attention.”’

The King could state to the starving Spitalfields
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LESSON VIL

N our last jesson,.1 said that common ownership
".y' land was disputed by some of the capital-
ists’ supporters. . : '
Iprofessor Huxley, who in a uotm} (]lsmlssm[', “'_lth
rhert Spencer, acts as a champion of F‘ﬂl)lt8IISItl
i calls Romsseau an ignoramus, has given a re-
kahle proof of his ignorance of the (-usl?ms of
ages, which he diseusses with such assurance.
‘v"rh.» confident assertions,’’ wrote the learned
Jfessor in the “19th Century'’ magazine of Jan-
v 1800, *‘that land was origina'ly held in com-
‘.‘1 by the whole nation, were singularly ill
krmed.  Land was held in private or several pro-
v, as the property of the public or the general
‘i_\.‘ of the nation.””

1ot us see if we can find proof of the common

pership of land.
The German tribes, when first known, were in the

>

‘ v status of barbarism. They used iron in lim-
' 4 quantities. possessed flocks and herds and cul-
; ated cereals, but had not obtained the idea of
d vate ownership in land. Aecording to the aceount
” (‘eusar, the arable lands were alloted yearly by
. ¢ chiefs, while the pasture lands were held in com-
. . When the Spaniards discovered Mexico, the
ople lived in communal houses, and held the land
5 common. The Pueblo Indians held their land in
. mmon: The Iroquois Indians had communal
" puses 100 feet by 30 feet by 20 feet high. Thep
i ned the food in common, but each household pre-
y red it for its own use. Phey had neither formal
.'4 akfast or supper, but ate when they were hun-
b v
. When the communal houses were divided into
6 ivate houses containing single families, the com-
nal feasts in remembrance of the dead became
“ ligious gatherings. The Mexico Indians had com-
" n stores looked after by the women, who kept a
4 ar s \lxppl_\' of food ahead. »
" The Maya Indians cooked their food in common,
e t carried the food to their dwellings to eat it sep-
] tely. . .
i One of Alexander's generals, 4th century B. (.
“‘\ earchus), speaking of Egypt, says: ‘‘The lands
L re cultivated in common by tribes or groups of
" iations who shared the fruits of the crops iu
i mmon. "’ ‘
" The Scoteh Highlanders in their clans had com-
A inal cultivation of land. We had the common land
& Selkirk, where they had their communal riding
L!.' cry year to hold ownership of the land, and En-
.;" ish history is full of data concerning the enclos
” * of the common lands.
- There is not a human race or nation known, that
" S not had its communal village. Eskimo life is
" sed on communism. What is obtained by hunt-
. & and fishing belongs to the tribe. An Eskimo
L "ot own more than two canoes.
; 1l';t‘ |sziliun natives hunty and fish in common,
| “having captured game, never leave the spot until
- *¥ have consumed it
‘“ The Bible shows the distribution of the common
108 nds among the Jews. 4 )
1::: r‘};l"“ :.\nstruli:'m.md New Zealand natives were
e | Ommunistic stage when discovered.

Oripi _ - vo s
i '®inally the Saxon tribes were an association

‘f;"" ,"f;”;h“"""‘""llnitiea, ownin.g the land in ('.(mm‘mn.
Jlf ¥ m“l“‘( t;;nn;on ownership of the land in Eng-
” Wy fr:: i‘lark system nl.l Markmen p(Tsm-ssml
gl l»et om and equality. There were no
ol R tuuse. there were "f’ classes.
ople iD wor als and ideas under this common nwn'cr-
ene: ¢ vastly different from the morals which
post "€ from the private ownership of the means of
W Fduction today. . All moral codes are a reflection
¢ of  the ¢xisting economie conditions. This commun-
run

m hpe
¢ "'r.' 4 a moral code of equality. The bushmen
Hiriea who receives a present, divides it up with

atertalist Conception of History

FOR BEGINNERS

the members of the tribe. A captured animal or
hooty he shares, and keeps the smallest share him-
self. J )

Kropotkin, in ‘‘Mutual Aid,”” tells us that the
Fuegian, in times of famine, scours around in search
of food, and when he finds it, returns to inform the
rest of the tribe. The oldest members of the tribe
proceeds to portion it out in equal shares.

In the Caroline Isles when a man ‘sets out on a
Journey he carries no food with him. When he is
hungry he enters a house, and without waiting for
permission, helps himself. When his hunger is satis-
fied, he leaves without even saying thank you. He
has but exercised a right of the tribe.
sMorgan says, in ‘‘Ancient Society,”’: “‘If a stran-
ger entered an Iroquois house, no matter what time
of the day, it was the duty of the women to put food
hefore him. If he was hungry.he would eat it, if
not hungry he tasted it, as courtesy required he
should do so and thank the giver. The words thine
and mine. have no equivalent in the Indian lan-
guage.’’

Kropotkin gives an illustration of Communism in
India, ‘and shows that in parts of Siberia, although
three centuries under Czarist rule, they still stick
to the communist customs.

The eommunistie trait is so strong in Russia that
the colonization of Siberia is a history of hunting
and trading guilds. All traders from the same
locality going to the town hire rooms and a cook
and eat in common, all paying an equal share of the
expenses. The gangs of conviets on their way to
Siberia had the samg organization.

In some of the Caucasion districts of Russia up to
the time of the war, even although they divided up
the hay when cat, it is noteworthy that whoneve‘r
the enckoo announces the coming of spring, every-
one in need has the right to go to his neighbor and
take the hay he needs for his cattle.

In another part of Russia (the Kabyles) although
they have private property, if anyone kills a sheep
on a day which is not a market day, the village bell
crier announces it, and all the sick and pregnant
women of the village may partake of it." Kropotkin
tells us that when the peasants are broken down in
misery they will migrate in communities, and build
houses and till the soil in common.

Not only did communism maintain equality, it
developed a fraternity and liberality that would
shame the alleged brotherliness and charity of
Christianity, and which elicited the admiration of
all observers before the people had been deteriorat-
ed by booze, bible and brutal commercialism, and
\‘rious other diseases of civilization.

A missionary named Heckewelder, who lived
among the Indians, 1771-1786, says: ‘' They believed
a great spirit gave all things to all men, whatever
liveth or groweth, They would lie down with an
empty stomach rather than have it laid to their
charge that they bad neglected their duty to a.stran-
ger or the sick, because they had a common right to
be helped out of the common stock, for the meat
that was taken from the woods was common to all,
before the hunter took it. Hospitality®was not a
virtue with them, but a duty.”

Dr. D. R. G. Briton, speaking of the religion of

primitive peoples, says: ‘“All tribal religions preach

a dualism of ethics, one for the members of the
tribe who are bound together by ties of kinship, and
by union to preserve existence, the other for the
rest of the world. To the farmer (own tribe) are
due: aid, kindness, justice, truth, and fair dealing;
to the latter enmity, hatred, injury, falsehood and
d(‘("!‘it.
former, and is just as positively enjoined by ‘both
religion and tribal law.” :

We did not have to go to primitive people to see
this dualism. We had it illustrated during the
war. In Ottawa, for .instance, a recipient of the
“V.C., was placarded to be at a meeting, who had

* lords.

The latter is just as much a duty as the-

.

killed 58 Germans. He was under arrest some time
after for killing a man at home. We have quite a
number of our savage traits with us- yet, with all
our hoasted eivilization.

The manufacturing class of England brought
forth a swarm of‘ggonomists, ministers, and other
publicists, thé general principles of whose teaching
was a reflex of the code developed by the factory
1t was Nassau " Senior, the first political
economist of Oxford, who sought to prove that the
factory laws would be dmw because all profit
was made in the last hour o?-_-;ﬁel day. The others
who opposed were Bright, C«;ﬂ‘bn, Roebuck, Jos-
eph Hume, and even John Stuart Mills, although he
recognized that ‘‘upper elass’” mor#lity was being
brought to bear on the subjeef. TnMjis essay on
liberty, he says: ‘“Wherever there is L
class a large portion of the morality em:
its class interests, and its elass feelings '@
iority, and the morality betweeh the pfi
the negroes, princes and subjects,’ has been
most part the creation of these efﬂgﬁuru“ and

" feelings. . ’

The High (hureh of England, for instance, took
the side of the landowners, while the evangelicals,
non-conformists and independents generally sided
with the factory lords. ; ¥

Under feudalism, when land Was the dominant
factor in the exploitation of labor, it was unlawful
tg lend money for interest. Up to the reign of
Edward the II. the common iaw, seconded by the
municipal law, permitted no man to take in-
terest. Luther said: ‘‘Every o was a thief.”
By the Mosaie law no usury, no i was to be
exacted on any pretence. Luke VI, 35: “‘Lend
hoping for nothing to gain.”” Now the banker and
finaneiers are the pillars of the church. Law is also
a reflection of economic conditions. Loeke says:
‘““Where there is no property there is no injustice.’’

And again: ‘‘No property no law.”’

Maine, in his “‘ Anecient ‘Law,’’ sees in economiec
development the cause of the modern renaissance
of Roman law, and of the substitution of individual-
istic law for feudal law. \

Stein expresses himself thus: ‘‘Property is the
principal factor in the development of law.”’

Savign recognizes ‘‘that the earlier re-establish-
ment of Roman law in Italian cities was due to the
flourishing ' conditions of the cities. It was not
by chance, byt through' the necessary -course of
events that Roman law was re-estiblished and pass-
to German and French cities to correspond to like
needs.’”” In speaking of the leghl system establish-
ed in Jtaly towards the close of the barbarian inva-
sions he says: ‘“Had landed property been taken
away from the Romans the preservation of the
Roman Constitutiorr would have therewith Wecome
impossible.””  Therefore property expresses law
and prbperty is an expression of economic condi-
tions, so that law is not the gift of the gods any more
than other ideas. The lawyers of ‘France claimed
that water rights bel.onged to the agriculturists in
as much as manufacturers could substitute other
power, but today these considerations have lost a'l
authority because the manufacturing industries
have become supreme.

Even our criminal law is an expression of the
prevailing conditions. Thus an agricultural state
has heaviest penalties against invasions of landed

property, while capitalist or commerecial countries
punish more severely the erimes of forgery and the
issuing of false money.

I have endeavored to point out that ideas, laws
and morals are a reflection of the means of produe-
tion. Our next lesson will be on natural environ-
ment and its effeets on the human race.

P. T. LECKIE.
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others are gradually coming under the control of
the Soviets .

To show the nature of some of the restrictions, I
quote the following on ‘‘ Workmen’s Control,”’ taken
from the ‘“Bolsheviks and the Soviets,”” by A. R.
Williams.

““I mean by control,’’ said Trotsky, ‘‘that we will
see to it that the factory is run not from_the point
of view of private profit, but from the poinf of view
of social welfare . . . . For example, we-will not allow
the capitalist to shut up his factory in order to starve
his workmen into submission, or, because it is not
vielding him a profit. If it is gfirning out econom-
ically a needcd produet, it must be kept running.
If the capitalist gives it up, he will lose it altogether,
for a board of directors chesen by the workmen will
be put in charge.”’

‘‘Again, ‘control’ implies that the books and cor-
respondence of the comcern will be open to the
publie, so that hengeforth there will be no indus-
trial secrets. }f Yhis concern hits upon a better
process or devife, it will be given to other eoncerns
Thus the publie
will promptly. realize: the utmost possible benefit
from the find.”—From an interview with Trotsky
by Professor E. A. Ross, of Wisconsin University.

As to paragraph-18 of the original article by Com.
rade MeDonald, it must be stated that if we take it
ag it is written it give# the impression t#at the Bol-
sheviks were guilty of a breach of Socialist princi-
ples by compromising with their enemies, ete., and
it would Wave to be stated otherwise to offset that
impression, and I still maintain that the majority of
Russian workers are solid for Socialism. Otherwise
it would have been impossible for them to withstand
the repeated assaults of world eapital.

As to the statement that while the revolutiﬂ
might be a good thing for the Russian workers, as
many impartial persons and delegations had testi-
fied, it had & detrimental effect in many ways on
the working eclass movement in other countries.

He refers here to the supposed attempts of various
organizations in America and Europe to imitate the
Bolsheviki by advoecating ‘‘mass aetion,”’ ‘‘suspen-
sion of education,”” and similar ‘‘actions.”’

One must remember that movements ‘‘founded
on enthusiasm 2lone’’ and advocating such action as
stated alone existed long before we ever heard of
Bolshevism. What about the 'anarcho-syndicalist
movements such as the I. W. W. in America with
various counterparts in Europe founded wholly or
partially on the anarchistic philosophies of such
famous echaracters as Michael Bakaunin, Johann
Most, Enrieco Malatesta, and others. These move-
ments have lots of “revolutlonary ordor’’and plenty
of enthusiasm.

As a matter of faet these ‘‘mass aetion’’ move-
ments that my opponént speaks of are not ‘‘eopy-
ing the Bolsheviki,’’ but are simply praeticing po-
archistic methods which are as old as capitalism it-
self, in lplte of the faet that they may imagine they
are ‘‘eopying the Bolsheviks.”

The Bolsheviks did not act in that way.

I wish to eall the reader’s attention to this faect,
that Comrade MeDonald asserts and tries to prove
that Socialism does not exist in Russia. Ask your-
self this question: If I am building a house, I com-
mence with the foundation and build gradually up
from that. I eannot finish the structure at once.
It takes time. Nevertheless the foundation is not a
house, but one in process of construction. Apply
this analogy to Russia. The Bolsheviks are laying
the foundations of Socialism. It will be a long time
before the structure is built to suit such an exquis-
ite taste as Comrade MecDonald’s; but eventually
it will be built, unless an alliance of the capitalist
powers should succeed in destroying it, which is
highly improbable now. To say that Socialism does
not prevail in Russia is like saying that because 1
haven’t finished the building of my house it does
not partake of the nature of a dwelling.

In eonclusion I quote the following from Radek’s
pamphlet mentioned previously: ““The workers of
Europe will, without a doubt, advance so rapidly in
the near future that they will not have the time to

study the Russian revolution at work out of learned
books; they will get a practical understanding of it
before they are in a position to make themselves ac-
quaintéd with its documents.”’

Anent the ‘‘imputations’’ against my opponent in
my last article, they were based on his arti¢le, and
not against him personally.

As to the “more viggrous means’’
our propaganda, I intend to write something that
may help along at some future time.

\ "(}\l'o\"ol"‘
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BOOKS REVIEWED
(Continued from page 6)
square deal, fair play, relief from the grind. To
find out the absurdity of such a position, however
much it may have been justified then by the gen-
eral ignorance, students must study the works of
Marx and Engels, they will grasp a philosophy there
that nothing can shake, or disprove.

The book under discussion is published by Long-
mans, Green and Co., London, England. This fee-
ble attempt to stimulate interest may not be entire.
ly in vain. F. S8 F.

0
Conditions for Joining Communist International
{Continved from page 1)
Each party desirous of belonging
to the Third International shall be bound to de-
nounce without any merey all the tricks aof *‘its
own'' imperialists in the colonies, supporting not in
words only, but in deeds, all liberation movements
in the colonies. It must demand the expulsion of
its own imperialists from sueh eolonies, and eculti-
vate in the hearts of the workmen of its own country
a truly fraternal attitude towards the worker pop-

ities i1s necesary.

.u!ation of the eolonies and oppressed nationalities,

and carry on a systematic agitation in its own army
against any oppression of the colonial population.

9. Every party desirous of beionging to the Com-
munist International shall be bound to earry on 2
systematie and persistent Communist work in the
labor unions, co-operatives and other labor organiz
ations of the masses. It is necessary to form Cow-
munist nuelei within these organizations, which by
persistent and lasting work must win over the labor
unions to the side of Communism. ‘These neuelei
must constantly denounce the treachery of the soeial
patriots and the fluctuations of the “‘centre.”” These
Commnunist nuclei must be eompletely subordinated
to the Party in general,

10. Any party belonging to the Communist inter-
national is bound to earry on a stubborn struggle
against the Amsterdam ‘‘International’’ of the
Yellow Labor Unions. It must insistently propa-
gate among the organized workers the necessity of
a rupture with the vellow Amsterdam International.
It must support by all the means in its power the
international unification of Red Labor Unions, ad-
hering to the Communist International, which is
now beginning.

11. Parties desirous of joining the Third Inter-
national shall be bound to reinspect the personnel

of their parliamentary factions, remove all unre-

liable elements therefrom, subordinate such factions
not verbally only, but in reality, to the Central Com-
mittee of .the Party, and demand from each prole.
tarian Communist to submit his whole work to the
interests of real revolutionary propaganda.

12. In the same way should all the periodical and
other press and all publications be fully subordin.
ated to the Central Committee, whether the Party
as a whole at the given moment is lawful or illegal ;
it is quite inadmissible that any publishers abusing
their autonomy might earry on a policy different
from that of the Party.

13. The parties belonging to the (‘ommumut Inter.
national must be orgapized on the principles of de-
mocratic centralism. At the present moment of
acute civil war the Communist Party will be able
to fulfill its duty only if it is organized in the most
centralized form, if it is ruled by an iron diseipline,
almost a inilitary one, and if its Party centre is an
organ of authority with full power, enjoying the
complete confidence of the members of the Party.

14. The Communist Parties of countries where the
Communists may earry on their work lawfully; must

»the Communist International
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16. The Parties which up to the Present 1maomes
have stood upon the old Social and Denoer
grarirues must revise them within the ghom
possible and draw up a pew Comm t Programme
in conformity with the special conditions of theis
country, ‘

"D"
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and in accordance with th.
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As a ryle the
gramme of each Party belonging to the ¢
International must be confirmed by the next Cip
gress of the Communist International or it Exn -
tive Committee. In the event of nonconfirmatiog
of the programme of any l’nn\ by the Exeept
Committee of the Communist . said
Party shall be entitled to appeal 1o the Congres of
the Communist International.

17. All the resolutions of the congrisses of 1
Communist International, as wel! th

the resointions

pro.
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of its Executive Committee, are !-m- ling for all pant
ies joining the Communist Internationsl
munist International, operating under the conditions
of most acute civil warfare, must be organized 03
moge centralized form than the Sc

al.

T!.' Cone

eotd lnternating
At fhe same time the Communist Internation!
and its Exeeutive Committee are naturally bossd
in all their work to consider the variety of condition
under which the different Parties have to work and
struggle, and generally binding resolutions shall be
passed ouly on such questions, on whi
utions are possible,

18, In econneetion with the above all
siring to join the Communist International am
alter their names.

Each Party desirous of joining the Communs

h such ressl

Parties de

4

Internatjonal must bear the following name
Communist Party of such-and-sueh country S
tion of Third Communist Internationai . The qur

tion of denomination of a party is not only a forms
one, but it is a political quentinn of great importance
The Communist International has deelared a .!«~~m"
war against the whole bourgeois world and all y&
low Social Demoeratic Parties. It is necessary 1!
each rank-and-file worker should be able to dute
guish clearly the difference between the (nmm,‘
ist Parties and the old official **Soeial Demoeratic

or ‘‘Socialist’’ parties, which have betrayed the

@ause of the working class.

0
C. M. O'BRIEN DEFENCE FUND
Previously acknowledged, $46.70.

Pearson, 10c; P. Larson, 50c; A. Slave, § ‘\Sq
Zaharce, $1; Immcll $1; McKenzie, .’w. \""‘?’ "
harr, #1: D. Lewi« #1; \\ Erwin, 81; C *""%"”rn
A. S. Wells, $5; E. Picard (collected), $6: J. Mitcheh oo
Wm. Allan, $1; B E. Polinkos, §1; W H. Hermat?

H. A. Wiertz (collected), $11.
Total to and including 27th December, $848°

0

SUBSCRIPTION POBM.
WESTERN OLARION

) - > anhv ann]
A Journal of History, Economies, Philosol hy

Current Events. Cansds

Official Organ of the Socialist Party of “XU 0

Issued twice-a-month, at 401 Pender \t.,’”‘
Vancouver, B. C. Phone: Higi. =

)
T ]

JSSues

Rate: 20 Issues for One Dollar (Foreig? 16
Make all vhoneys payable to E. Ma Leod.
For . AN _enclosed herewit
a0 e AR Ly

Name
I T R S L

A Journt
CURRE

Furoa's Noi
first on “Th(‘ C
December 16, |

INCE 1
S seem 1
ited S

reat Britai
in Mesopota
% ssue with th
ments and .'
States that
The note col
and contribt
war cannot |

accepts the

that it has
petroleum 1
question, v
from the is
“establish 1
position in. j

Mr. Colb)
to the fact t
has consiste
anee to the
ritory trans
Central Po
i such a v
commerce |
goes on to
reference t
equal treat
the League
ition on th
can bhe ex:
treatment,
Colby re
communica
mission to
cause the
direetly in
“The fact
sources of
ion of Gre
48 a pote
of the fae
irationg o
ference to
lally desig
of the goo
ence to th
in the ho
national ¢
the exclu
of annexe
Mr, Col
finds Qiff
ment sef
agreemen
the Briti
of .\h'sn]
thereto,
Yet unor
“nment
amia ang
the prin
former
}ll)llill’t‘ll,
Hig Maj
1o puss J
Claime 1



