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THE PRE-CHRISTIAN CROSS
VKKY UKV W H. HAHHIS. 1)1>. I 1. I'

h, tW vnluni.. ..„!, fnc'in? \hr ,.;mht- n>:l,l bH'mv tl,- Tnt.TnatinnnI Cnn-n'^s of

Viithn-iMl,.-. (I'hilrtdelplua. Is!-:;) ilioiv n a lear.M-l aisi|iiisit u.n n„
' \ .inous

S,„ .,.,1 ,vi.ti„„- !.'tur,.n I'm. Amhmhmm ;uh1 AmkIJ. nnrs." I.n that w,n.,..nt

M't.T H'\ic\Mn.r till' if.'klc-s statc-

,|cf>'ll.I.'.l

am well

aiillirop'lo-i-t. thr liiir l>r. Iiaiii.'l C I!rinl..ii

ni.'iit^ ma.l.' l.v a f.H urii.T-. n!n. riM,.av.M,nM t^ IilI aiiaU.-ir- I„.i«,..m tl..-

[•^kinH.a;, ainl' rral-Altai ra.r- an.! ,-tal.!i-!i an A-iati. nri-m f"r tin' \";;t";";

In. Man. l>r Ilriiiinii .Miilinuc-: " I'.m I'lr iiiinM' -trniiL'li.'l.! «< llin>.. uh

till' \-ialif "n:.'iii •<( Mrxican ami r.-iitra!-Aiiicriran ( 'i\ ili/ali-.n i-.

aware. .lofcn.K'.! l-v ik, su. li f<rl.lr .r,.ti...-t- a^ tlir-. Lm ''V n tripl.' linr .f .Mitivnch-

nirnt. ronsis.ii rrspc tiv.'lv of th.' M^'vLaii .alun.lar. tl,.> .jainr ..f ratnll.. aii.l t u'

prrM'iT,. of A-iMtl.- .la.l.. in Ainrrira." I - . oiirin- .n. !.. !.. Ian . ihal :
-I ;< i" *lir

„it-cnt time tli.TP ba- . ii l">(a -!i""n a -in-1,. .lial.vt. not an art -r an in-titntw.n.

';,.,t a n.Mli or a n'li-ou^ vU: n.t a ,|..n,-Ii.atr,l ,.lanf ,• aiiinial. i
tool.

wapon. -amc. or >vtTilH.l. in um. in AnuThn at Vu- tin. -f t-.- .li-.-v.-rv wl.irh

lunl been importr.l from Asia, or fmm anv otli.-r lonlin.au of t!ir ol,l worl.l."

I niav a.M that llii- oviiro-ion of Dr. 'Uintnn'- UAu-f i^ applamVd !.v manv

,.min,'nt Am.'ri.-an Antupiari,-. ulm. with Mm. Ikho nou- al.amlnn..,! !!,.• <.'arrli for

K-vptian. l?alivloniaf. ,,r Cliin.- innu-n-r. un.lrvlvin- tlio_ an.'iont ,ivilizatnm of

(•(niral ami Soiitli Ampri.a n^ pn,litlr<-. if not n wa-tc of timo.

Tint i^ not ['.rinton'- r-r 1 to-, pn-itiv,. nn.l do'i'inatin. far,' to fa.v with tliP

houiMrrin.' -imilariti.- l.-tuNv,, tl... rnlinn- of A-ia ami Amrri,..' Tb.< -rpaf

Oo-man. Von TTninLohlt. t-l'- n. in hi- " Vova-o- aux rr,'ion< K.nnnov,MlP- •

Xonvoau Pontinotif
••

that h> fo.nn! anmn'r tho tril.- of fho Wo.trri Tontim-nt

thiiK^^ ami coronionh'- -:iniilnr to what hv aft<M-war.^ -^aw m part-^ of A-^ia. Pro-

fo«o'r fnlin in hi^ nat^or " AntPrica tho rra.ll. of A^a " writ,-; MV,- fin,l in

\ni.^ri<a thin'-s not ,,nlv similar to thoso of A=ia. hnf procNrlv idont.ral with

thon,
" Ho ;n«tarr,- a« an oxamnl,' th- "Straw fJam,. or Tn,lian Tanl^' rlavo,

hv tho Hnrons and anion? friho. from tho .\tlanti,' to th,^ Pa-Mfic ma.t, n= i.lont.ral

with th.. .fa,,an,-. Y.ki an.l tl' - Chin,.... Yv Towanl- fli^ ,-n.l .,f h;^ a,1.1n'« Im

mal<,- Ihi- -tartlin- 4nt,.m . "Tim -am,- of th,' Ea«t..rn fontMmnt -an,l T

HM-ak i>,.w ,,f wh it w,. kn.,w .,f th,- r,'m.,t.> na-t uv imt mly -iniilar t,,. Imt pra<^li-

ni



4Tr^:i&..ai.

^^* 1

.,,lh i.lrnti,;.! u,!!,. .! ! V.n-r,,., ,.„ nv 1^ ..li*^- '" rM.-lh.ll-. In

tlii'li- iii.irpli"lo-_\ a> well."*

l,y a^-um.H, th.l It «a- Mmph a.-,„l,.nt. . Ih.i tin- a--H,MptH,M
,
;m h.u. .h| -nn..

,„. „. ,1,., ,;. .,1 ..tiHT .sampl.., wt..,i I.'. Al. vuhU, \.m lluinl.nMt u,ul n.U.....or

,ul,M T;.k,. ... oxumpl.'. tlu. .TO-. p.rii.'ularlN llmt no.v Mmu.,.. an.l huTutu

»Mnl...l tl... (.n.MMM.ila In- .oim.m..mIv Laowi, a« th- Swa^tlka. th. mmt..,, „t

which i< >» .lraii:.-lv o.nitl.Ml or f.ir^ntlrh hy lirinton aiul * nlni.

Th.. >vmlM,l vvhi.h. hvvon,! all oth-r.. p,.. l...k t., th- l.-!n,'- ami, lor a.r^hi w..

k„nu. I.. tl„. .„i,.l-H ,„• K,h.n. I- t rn-. Anthropolo,,-,- a.,.! Anh.,- ..-I- m,

iM.n,,,,. an,l Ain-rM., ,h*-ll uy u ,ls .a, n.,ln-- m nm..v natural r-l..:-!,- ai.l :.,-

,„,anahlv as>,^n-.l to ,t a v-ry «roa. anti,|.utv. Ncnrlv all Im.- vv-r-n.ls

a.liiultcd it- nriL'iM aiHl >\Miholi- in-anin- a- n .irf-^it mv-t-n.

|„ our .tnav of th- s.-r-.l -yinho! w,. uill -o hark lo il„. .hath ol A.hroi,

Till fuo^- or Si IN. S(i\ ol ..I'.vM.

IVfor- «- U.-II, th- St, hi. Ol th- iu>-l-noM. Swa.Mika ai-1 tli- Mn.'ular lU-.-

„,lh whi-h Ihi- lu-ra.u- >y..,ho| wa. inilMmtely asM.iate.l anioni: n-arh all an-io..t

„at,o„> and anion,- nmuy tnh-s of ,h- ohl worhl ai-1 ,h- n-.. 1-t -i- d-al r-uTo 1 1)

with th- fro^> of th- Cn.nlixion. it. ori-in aii.l v,-,ssitiid-s. h-r. .> a Mt^a i.

|..j:..n.l. foiiM.l ;n th- Sa-r-,1 lio-k- of th- (opt. or,::ina,iM^ ,n ih- a,.o-ryijhal la-

,;,;,,..l „f Ni.o.: nn,:- a ruh.,- ,n Ura-I who m-.1-,1 .1--ih wh-n darkn-,-s shn-.l-d

.I,.r„M.l-.n. Tl- !-.,vnMarv nariMtm. iHonu- u- that uh-n .Vla-n lav -u k unto

,!„„|, |,i. H,n S-th app-ar-.l at ih- -,. •:- to th- Canl-n ol M-n ainl h...„.,l o

,1„. An-I with th- tlami.i- - ..ni 1^ a -mall -m il lio.n ,h- I .-- o

Morov that h- tni.'ht anoini ih- -v- of h,- dv,,-.' fath-r. I'-.v th- sul-^ot ,..- An-ol

.nanlin. th- -ntran- to I'aradi- -t 1 a Spin. . f n-lian. h-aulv --•";'-;;'•;

c.„„,pa-.io„ for th- >orrowin^ S.th. w.-nt ... th- Tr- ol M-rcy and nok. o a

.,„J, ,,,,,,,1, „f ,!,;. tr-. -o in,,n,at-1v oh.-nli-.' with Adam- lall: •^our lath-r

,,:.„, .vh-n vou u,.,v on vour wav h-r-." -aid ,1., ^piri, to Soth. " hn, r-nua: w.

,l,i. |,ra,u.h au.l plant it a. vour falh-r"- h-ad. and -av t., ly-. youv n.o.h,.,-. h

.hon tin- hran-b ho-oino- a tn-, and i- a.'ain plant.d ,t wdl '-;';";';':,

pro, ion- frnit and that wh-n ;hal frnit i- fak,'., fro.n tl-. tr.-. -!-. and Adam u .11

pnf-r into raradi<,\"
, ,. \ i i . i

.' ,,

S,.th. r-tnrn,.d. op,.n.'.1 hi- fath-r's ura^- an.l at th,. Ip.-I ..! \ kun plant-..
.

a

l,ran-h. In t„n. ,t ^ivw ,„ h,. a lar... an.l ^,M^ h..an.ifn! tr,... .!,„., ua- s.an.lmjr

and fair t.. h.ok up..n in th.. r-i-n ••( th,. -n-at Kln^ -..-.n-n, \ k-n ...-i-o'

wa< lavin.- ,h.. fonndation- f-i hi- u.-hrfnl T..n,ph.. h,. ,h..u...t ,.l ,h.. ...antiln

tr,.,..and\vi-hin. lop, r^.. il-^ 1 f .r al- .in,... ,.r.l,.n> 1 . "' y';- ''''"^ ,;'';!

sawod int., h-an- f..r th.' II..]^ |..nM^,.^ Th- workn,..,; I..!l.^.l .h-
1
.- "f « tb.

hut. when th.-v h..i:an ... -n. ..n. .h,. h-an,-. .h..ir -a.- .na.l,. „.. ,n,p>v-...i. ,.n ,t. -..

...M-M „:,. hv rpp-a.,..l trial-. .h,.v -f,.al.h;iv ,arn...l i, au.n Lv n,.h. an,,
.

m- .

across n slv.-am wli-rn it wa= oo'd a,« a hn.lL'...
. ., , i

\, tl„. O, n of S' ' a wa- on h.v w.iv ... \i-it S,,l,.,n,,n -h,. ,ani,. to th,- u-ook.

hut «l„.n -h; wa- a> o, .i..p np.- th,. t, hri,l„. -h.. -oiM- !-- '-^i<- ^i;"^-

mov-d hv a f-.din. -n.. ....nhl .,ot , ..nlfol. f,.!! noon h,... kn,...- ai-l .-..f. - -
1,0 hri.l.-. Tli.n wh-n. hron.dit ov anotla.r .'oa,!. -h,. wa- r..,-..|v,.d .ith n.a

hononr. by the Kin? of the d-w.. a divinin.' Spirit ..nt..nd into h,.r an.l ^n

*^r^^^^^^^^h^r\y^ve^. was -uibli^nTTi^ Tfm'-: ifontm M<uv,zin<: March. 1903.
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prophesied thai a time «(iulil come when the cieuth uf One who wuuUl lie the fruit

o( tile bridge-tree would end lor all time tlie Empire of the Jews.

Solomon, astoiiislied and ahirmetl by in r predietion, oidered tlie tree to be

taken away and buried deep in the eartii.

Many years after the death uf Khv^ Solninon. when the (^iieen of Slieha ami

tlie tree were forgotten, the Jews made, over tlie ground where the tree was buried.

a pond for washing sheep, eahed afterwards the Pruiiatiea, or the Pool of Bethf-aida.

At onee, beeause of the saired wood, this ])ooi beeame wonderful. The sirk ami

(hose sutlering from disease bathed in the water, then an Angel breatln'd upon the

pool and, all at once the water began to be troubled, and tne first person who

entered into it after the Angel had parsed over received renewed health hi'i-ause of

the blessing of the"Angel and Seth's tree buried beneath.

Xow the morning before .ludas betrayed our Saviour, this tree of Sctli rose to

the surface of the water and was seen Hnating in the pool by a man named Simon.

a Cyrenian. This Simon lifted up the tree from the pool and sold it to a

carpenter who, the nest day. was commanded to make crosses on which three

malefactors were, that afternoon, to be crucified. And one of tlie malefactors was

Jesus of Nazareth. Xow from the tree of Seth ho made one of the crosses, and this

cross was the one that our Saviour, assisted by Simon the Cyrenian. larried from

Pilate's Court to Calvary and on which Tie was crucified, the First and Onlv Fruit

it ever bore.

Tin^ Cross or Jesi's.

We now reach a period when the legi'iidnry dissolves into the historic and makes

tradition. After the crucifixion, and while the body of Christ lay in the tomb of

Joseph of .Vrimathea and the bodies of the two thieves were thrown into the

Oehenna, the eomnion dumping ground, as food for fire or carrion-birds, the three

crosses and the instruments of eruciflvion—the nails and ropes— were buried iti

conformity with a long established custom of the Jews.

When Constantine the Crent and Maxentius contended for the Imperial

Crown. Constantino worn with fatigue entered his font one afternoon ami sought

repose. While he slept he dreamt that an .\ngel came to his cot. and. placing a

hand upon his head, told him to look up. Then the silken covering of the tent

fl'sappeared and the Kmp{>ror saw a great and luminous cross in the heavens and.

imnie<liately over it. in large letters of burnished gold was the inscriplioii : "'By this

sign thou shalt conquer.'" T.ate that ni^ht he again saw in a dream the luminous

cross and then Christ appeared to him and told him to carry a figure of the cross

on his banner and standards.

Constantine summoned his captains to a consultation and made known the

vision. The pairan Emperor and his pairan crenerals agreed that the dream was of

happv omen, and that the voice of tic Anirel and the apoarifion of the mvsterious

Jew meant the friendship and aid of a strauire god. The following dav. on the

Imperial Banner, the cross was blazoned and to the Imperial Standard was given

the name "I.abarum—the Gift of Cod."" WIkmi Constantine met the troops of

Maxentius at the Milvnn Bridge he won a Lrrent victory. His soldiers, though

nearly all pagans, went into battle carrying the monogram of Christ on fheir

shields. This battle which was fought Octobe- 2S. M2. led to the conversion to

Christiatiitv of Coiisfiiitine and his mother, and to the downfall of Paganism as

the national f.-iith of ISome.

After defentina: licinins In n pitched bnttle on the plains of Italv, Constantine

returned to Pome and '-srcd I'is famous "Edict of Tolerance." proclaiming



freedom of worship. Ihsuiiij^ tliat it \vii> tlit t\i.-ti)iii of the .lews to imry the wood
on wliieli the coiuleiiineil were iriuilie(l, ('oiistiuitiiie asked his mother llek'iia to

go with an Imjierial retinue to .ieriisalem and lind. if possible, the cross on whuli

.lesus Christ was crucified. IleU'na, tiien eisjlity years of aj;e. went to Jerusalem

and began her search for the true cross. Wiiih' e.xeavatiiig at " (Jolgotlia— tlio

Place of SkiilN"— the diggers came upon tlie three crosses, but tlie title lioard

bearing the inscription ".lesus of .Vazareth. King of the .lews" was lying at a

distance from the crosses and no one could tell to which one of the three it belonged.

Macarius. a I'hristiaii ]?i>ho]). who was standing near, (au-cd Ihe three crosses to

i)e rarried. one after the other, tn the bedside of ,\ worthv woman who was at the

Rri.NS (IK Ti:oTiiir.\( AN.

point of death. The woman liy the advice of Macarius placed her hand on each of

the crosses, and when she touched that on which Christ was enicilied, she was im-

mediately restored to health.

After a time Constantinc and his mother crei ted a magnificent Hasilica over

the Holy .Si'pidchre, wliicli wa« ilcstroycil by flic 'I'lirk.- in the Kith Century.

This then is the tradition Iianded down to us from the early centuries. It may
or may not be true.

BiitTii OF TiiF, Cross.

Let us now, before we deal with the Swastika and the commanding symbolism

of the cross among the vetr remote nations of antiquity, glance at the position the

cross fills in tln' liiblc. and possibly trace the origin and the conspicuous position

it occupies in the iconography (i.e. images, pictures, etc., of ancient arts and

religions) of the early races in the old world and in the new.



8

Jn tlie second diaptt-r of Uencsi,, verse 10, wo read: '• And a river went out of

the place of pleasure to water Paradise, which from thence is divided inU. tear

h,.ad>'-- uhi.h nu-.m< tlml the rivur wltii its tril.utarics llowed towards tli. raidinal

points, or east, west, north and south. Here we liave the cross. From the time of

\dam who lived one hundred and thirty years, the tradition ot the locality of

paradise and its four rivers, crossing at right angles, would remain in the memory

of his scattered descendants. From them it would be transmitted to their success-

ors, who. forgetting the pufiarclial religion of .\dam and inventing new forms o

worship, would yet retain the traditions of .Vdaini.- days though in a mutilated and

fragmentary form.
, .1 11

Tiiev associated the rivers with fertility and abundance, and. as they now la.l

••fashion'ed gods unto themselves." they .pute naturally gave to the god of fertility

and of water the svmhol of the four rivers of paradise. In the tweli; chapter of

Exodu. w.. read: "And take the blood (of the lamb) and mark the upper door

posts of the hoiwes and the lintels." This instruction is given as a .oinman.l to

Mo=<>s hv an Angel with the voice and in the Name of God. and by Moses delivered

to the Chosen People the night before the Angel of Death strikes the first-l^orn -in

the land of Ivnpt both of man and beast." St. .Teronie in bis dissertation on the

Ortli Psilm contend, that the mark of bb.od on the door p'-ts of the enslave,!

children of Israel took the form of a cross. thusT, the Hebrew Tan and he is

probably risht. for as the lamb symbolised our Saviour-the Lamb of (,od-and the

hlood. His blood, it was fittin- that the cross on which He was to be cru.ifierl should

appear and establish the svmbolie unity of the Triune God.*
r , ,

Onee more, and for the last time before the real cross, the Cross of Jesus ( hnst.

i. raided aloft for the Redemption of the human race, the symbol of the cross con-

fn.nt^ n. in TIolv Writ. It is worthy of remark that in this instance, a^ in the case

of the redeemed' Israelites, tlu' cro.^ is intimatelv a-ndated with blood ai- mercy.

This is what we read in the ninth Chapter of Ezekiel. fourth verse: G. brough

th,. niid^t of the Citv ((iod i> coniinandin- lli> An-el) throui^h the ,idst of

.rernsiilem nn,l mark Tau-T - upon tiie fnrebend- of tb.' men that ^iizh and

,M<,;ini." i'.v the mark of tlie cros> on their foreheads the d.'strovmg Angels knew

those who -hoiihl be -|i;ired ami ]ia-sed them with a benediction.

Tin: Cnns= of T^:oTT^^^\^\^-.

Twenty-=even miles south-east from the City of Mexico, on the way to the sea.

are the ruins of an ancient Toltec city covering an area of about two miles. ^ ery

Our Saviour was oruriHed on a TauT-Cross. The small hoartpiere t)earinK the

insorlp ion •' Je us of Nazareth. Kin^ of the .Tews." was nailed
[l^'^'.^'^'^ZTl^Te

of the Tau. thus formin-j what is now called the Latin Cross, thusf. Death h..^ the

crosswas common amouK the Syrians. Egyptians. Persians. Greeks. Romans and Jews.

Pharaoh's chief baker was beheaded and his
^'^''yJ^T'l\'^.^^.ZT l^r^e Jews

Hamar prepared a ereat cross on which to hang Mordecai (Esth. vH: i'''- The Jews

"o not admn that they crucified living men. They contend that they first P^t them to

d^?h and then fastened them to the cross .y the neck or the hands^ But though

S'a?e many examples of men thus huns op the cross after death, there are Indis-

nutaWe proofs of living crucifixions in their history. The worshippers of Baal-Peor

'^Numb XXV 4) and the King of Ai (Josh, vii: 221 were hung on the "Of/»ve^
Alexander Tannaeus. King and High Priest of Jerusalem sevcy V^^"-^ '"^f'^/. h"

Christian Era crucified eight hundred of his rebellious subjects at a ^rea entertain-

ment or.a.l'ed for his friends. The seven sons of ^^^^^ ^^^^tZ 7o''^Z\Z^)
alive by the Gidconitcs. and this was done by permission of King David (2 Sam. xx^ 9K

Thrthree hundred citizens of Tyre crucified on the seashore by order of Alexander

^hVorea were nailed to the "Cross Ansata or Phallold.'- The MacedorUan general

ordered the crucitixior, hv the Plia!:uia to show his cu.ilemi>! for a prop.e T^hn were

Riven to phallic worship.
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near these ruins is Uiu tiuainl \illuge t.r nii^siuu ut San Juan do Teotiliuacaii which,

at once, offers U> llie antiquary two ol' the must leniariiable e\anipies of Toltec

remains in stone }et to\nul in the HepuMii' of Mexico.

When, in loi'.i, Cortes, witii liis mailed company of lieroic lif,'liters, on his way

to the conquest of Mexico, passed tiiis heap of ruins, more than one thousand years

had expired since the foundations of the ancient city were laid.

Around the walls of this capital of a very old and half-civilized empire the two

oldest civilizations of America, the Quiche from the south and the Nahoe from the

north, met and united. Here an; the famous and very curious pyramids of the

Sun and the Moon. They rise from the hanks of the little river of Teotihuacan.

Here also is the Street of the Dead, and here—cut from a single block of stone—was

lound. not long ago, the cross of Teotihuacan. now in the National Museum.

Mexico Citv. We will return to it. hut lot it rest for the present.

rX!VKRs\L[TY OF rill Cuoss IN .VstiKM" Times.

In Egypt, in the days of the Pharaohs, the cross figured on the gigiinlic statute

of the god Serapis, which, three centuries before the Christian Era. was transported

hy order of Ptoleniv Soter to Sinape on the southern shore of the Hlack Sea. Six

centuries after the death of Soter, this Egyptian idol with its cross was destnjyed

by the soldiers of the Emperor Theodosius, against the pleadings of the i>riests of

Isis and Sorosis to spare the cross, the emblem of their god and of generations yet

unborn.

Among the Phoenicians, the Tyrians. the Carthagcniaus ;ind Sido!ii;ins. tin-

cross occupied a conspicuous place in iconography, that is in their ancient religions

art, as represented bv symbols, images and mural sculpture.

With the serpent it was a central object of reverence among nearly all ancient

races. Tt is figured on the Plioenician coins f(niiid ainoni: the ruins of Troca<lero.

It was found, wondcrfullv sculptured and enilM'llished. in the snml-buried Nineveh.

Rollin. in his history of ancient peoples, savs that Alexander the Great, when he

reduced, and entered with his soldiers, the city of Tyre, crucified on the .s.-^i shore

three hundred of its noblest citizens, and "this the Macedonian did." writes

Plutarch, "to -how his conlein|it for the cross, whi.-h tlicy worshi|iprd."'

The Pho'nician "Temple of (iigantica "' was hnilt in the form of a cross.

In Indi;i il was the svnibol of Hiiddha and was cut by the nraliniins into the

walls of the Cave of Klcphaiitn. one thousand yenrs before the Hedemption. Tt is

seen t<i-dav in India in the hands of the statue of Siva. Hrabina and \ ishiui.

Among the Oauls. in Caesar's time, it was the sign of tlicir water god. and the

Drnids use^l it in their religious i-crcinoiiies.

ThI'; Ciioss IN Anciint .Xmotc..

When the Spanish missionaries learned, soon after the discovery of .America,

that the cross was worshipped in Mexico and Central .\meri(a ihey did not know

whether they on^ht to account for its existence and adoration among these strange

people to the pious zeal of St. Thomas, the Apostle of the Indies, or to the sac-

religious subtlety of Satan.

Sahagun in his " Crnnica de Neuva Eso,ina " Informs us that the cross was an

object of worship in the great temple of Cosumel. Yncat," Tie writes: " .\t the

foot of the tower of the temple, there .vas an enclosure of .ne work -ra.eful and

turreted : and in the middle was a cross ten palmos high. This they held and

adored as (the symbol of) the god of rtiin" ^.ib. T. C. ?.1
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111 1878, the Froiicli iiiitlirui-uloj^ist Di'siri' Cliaiiit'y disioveivtl an abaiidoued

and ruined tit}' in tiie louiitrv ol' the Lacandoues, Ciiiapas. 1>J a :Jtrani;e eoiii-

cidenoe Charu ;' met here the Englisli explorer, Mr. Aifre<l Muudsle) and his

fOini)anion.-=. This newl- discovered ruin is supposed to he the Phantom City of

Stephens. This phan* •
. city, according to Charuey in liis •' Ancient Cities of

the New World," (Chap. 2-.'), stands on the left bank of the Largauitos Kiver, in a

region hitlierto nnexplorc.i between (juatemala, Quezallenago and Chiapas.

Among the strange tilings discovered in the great ruin, Charney tells us of a

bas-relief which he describes in his book, and from which we quote: •' It fills the

central door of the temple and is 3ft. 6 in. loug by 2 ft. 10 in. wide. Two figures

with retreating foreheads form the main siil>ject. having the usual head-dress of

feathers, cape, collar, medallion . nd maxtli. The taller of lhe.se two figures holds

in each hand a large cross, while the other bears but one in his right hand.

Rosettes end the arms of the crosses, a symbolic bird crowns the upper portion,

while twenty-three Katunes are scattered about tlie bas-relief. We think this a

symlwlic repre.-^entation of Tlaloc, the Maya god of rain, whose chief attribute was

a cross."

Charney, in his deeply interesting work, iiresents dmwings o*" crosses found in

thi' pre-Toltec city of Mitla, Mexico, at Mayapan. Yucatan, and indeed of crosses

found all ^ver the land from the Southern Cuatcmala to N^orthern Mexico.

Everywhere, even to-day, may he seen diversified forms of the cross, more or

less artistically delineated on the walls of the temples, on ancient buildings, on

galleries and natural rocks, in caves and on vases and pottery dug from the soil.

In the pre-rohimbian city of Palenquo. Chiapas, there dominates the forest

shriuided ruins a remarkable building, known to American antiquaries as the

Temple of the Cross, This structure bears a striking resemblance, in its dilapida-

tion, to an earlv Italian temple and. in age. |iniliably antedates by many years the

T?oman Coliseum.

The floors of the corridors and of many of the rooms are laid in cement as liard

as the best rern in the rcmitin- of l?<.n)an buiblinirs. Ti, walls are about ten feet

high and some carry the Creek cross + while others hear the TTebrew or Egyptian

T These crosses have occasioned much learned speculation.

In the inner sanctuary of this temple was found in 1TS3 a wonderful tablet in

stone, now in the National 'Musenm. Mexico City. It is called popularly the

"Palcnque Cros.s" and. archivologically. "La Cruz Enramada de Palenque." It is

eleven feet wide hv six feet high. It deserves to be examined closely. The man

standing to the right of the cross and holding aloft a newly born babe is the god of

fecunditv returning thanks to Yotan. the Jupiter of the Mayas, for driving from

the land the evil spirit of sterilitv. The opposite fisrnre represents Ilunaphue. one

of the gods, who serves and ministers to the -npreme god Votan. On his scarf is

the transverse cross, emblematic of fertility among the Quiches, the Mayas, and of

all the semi-civilized or civilized rnce^ of Mexico and Central America lonsr before

the coming of the Spaniard. It was also, amontr the Egyptians tlie symbol of the

equinoxes Or times of rain. The bird perched upon the cross is the Cuevite or

Royal Quetzal, sacred to tlie sun. The liieroglyphics on tlie left of the tablet,

among them the Tan. have not to this day been decipb^-ed. If we could read /...oi

they, "p-rhaps. would explain tlu' full meaning of \, .-. representation and^ might

furnish a clue to all (he hieroglyphics on the vnncient monuments of Mexico and

Central .\merica.

This tablet of the cross, with its mysterious figures and svmbolic -m-iting, ha?

led to more learned speculation than any other rel-c—the " Calendar Stone " alone
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excepted— found in the vi.st lefjions nf .Mf\ico iiiid >u.;it:iii. Tlic Krciuli iniliurj

explorer, Capt. Dupaix (1^07) and his Lo!nnifntat..is helieve Palcnque heloiigs to a

very remote anticjuity and antedates l)y many years the Christian P>a. He

accounts for the appearance of the cross anion? tiicse ancient A'-icricans on the

«

STATI F Ol IllNAI'lllK. I'AI.KNIVI E.

assumption tliat it wa^ i<nowii aiul iiad a symbolic meaning among iMc-Clai-tian

nations long before it was established as tlio cml)lem of Christianity.

Desire Cbarney mentions anotlior tablet of the cross found also at Palenque,

one panel which is now in the ymithonian Institute, Washington.

The English archfeologist, Alfred Maudsley, wli , in 1870, explored the rnin.s

of Palenque, agrees with Charnny when he states :
" That it was n cherished symbol

g,„„„<, ri^oT-lv .all ancient races iii .Asia nnd America thonsands of years before it

was a^ccepted as the symbol of the Christian Faith at the time of Constantine."



12

Conceding his content.un to b« tnu, we are tl.en l.rought
^'^-/Vr" r' what' did'

U

of aerious import, and that is: What did the cro.. stand for, or what d.d it

symbolize to those ancient ixjoples and those lost civilizations

'
Without, in any way, compromising my uidependoiue of thought, ...den

tifvi. V,„vse f with any party, I am free to state what. ... .ny op.n.on, the pre-

S^Stosrhl AnirLa ;;nii.oli.ed in the religious lives ,.f tj- «-- -
Mavas From the dim traditions which yet linger among -.; tribes of Central

Amerta 1' o.n th- c.vilized Indians, a..d from .o..vcrsa.ions held with the pr.es.>

^iu^U ;: Uiese Indians, 1 am satis.ied tha, .he cn.s ^^^^[;:l^
Kod Of rain, of water, a..d futility. 1 refer .,ow to what we .a .he (.rtek cross

and .0 to the Swa tika with which I w.ll pre8e..tly deal The Mexican a.s ron-

m r Pe ag Gama, is of the opinion that the " C.-oss of
'l'-*'"-™';^^X?a^^

a a tronomical expression of the vernal and a..tumnal eqn.noxes when dnvs ami

"ghtrir" of the siine length; the times. March '>lst a..d Soptcnher 22. when the

snn ii. it- revolution stops for a moment, crossing the T-.quator.

RXJNK- S.ONE. ZEEI.AND.

Pr'-l hri.stiiiit.

it wa< to the cro- that the dwellers on the Aztec Plateau ni..de a pilgrimage

to Cholula to i.ivoke the help of Quetzalcoatl, god of the winds, and olTer sacr.li.-es

In him that he might -cii.l ilowii rai.i upon their pa.-.iicd lands.

At the foot of the cross the people of Oaxaca otTe.-e,l the.r supplications to

Votan "Heart of the Tleavenlv Kingdom." when their lands were pnrche,! with

prolonged drought.^, and it was bef..re the • C.-oss of ('ozu.ner the Mayas and

Quiches stood when thev petitio.ied their god Chiirhiilcan to send them ram and

-.ive their crops from the locusts and the hot winds. The temple nf the cros. on

the Island of Cozumcl off the coast of Yucatan was fre-pienf^d. at times, by such

multitudes from Tabasco. Chiapas. Honduras and Yucatan that paved roads

wc-e co.istrr ! from the distant towns to the shore where embarkation was ma.lc

forCozum. C.gollu.lo. " Hist, de Yucatan." Rook IV. CO.)

It is a angular and striking analog)-, that amon,. the Egypt.ans in tl.e time

of Mo es the cross was also the symhol of rain and fertility. Placed ,n the hand

of olir s it was the emblem of spring, and i,> tlu^ hand of Tsis it represented ^utiurni

and tlie inundation of the ^^i^^ TnY,.catante cross. .

!^t;V:::S;r th 'wateJof';!;:;^!:.;; and Ta^seo .ivers on the
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bordehng Innds. As the inundation of the Rgyi-tian Nile is l.-riodi.' ""'l «'»";«;;

by the great rain, falling on the mountain. ..f HH.i pia, so the overtlow of the two

rivers of the peninsula of Yu.'atan nsuli. from tho rams w„.ti tall on the distant

niountaiis of Cachumatanes.

Till, Swastika Cross.

I was in Tunson, Southern Arizona, fourteen years aj;o. when a j.'weler showed

me a strangely designed scarf-pin 1... had made to the order of a lady, a gue- a

the Santa Rita Hot..]. Tt was fnshioned in -old and the design was peruhar and

'I*

The Swastika Choss.

On Navalio Altar l"^or.

unique. The jeweler asked me if I liad anvwliere seen anything like it and. if so,

by what name was it known? T answered tliat T lia<l seen the design pamied on

Vavajoe blankets and on Zuni and Papago ceremonial artic'-^s on eNhilnt.on in the

anthropoloirfcal department of the Field Columbian Mn=on.n, fhieago I eould

not toll him the name of the svmbol or what it stood for. S., far as I know, this

strancvelv fashioned gold pin was the fir>t of its kind made in the TTnited States and

with "it 'began the remarkable v.gue whirh made the nneanny d(>sign a popular

ornament as a belt buckle, brooch, scirf and hat pin.

The jewelers and <urio deal.Ts will tell y.ni now that thi- wcml desi-n with

each of its four arms !>ent to n rijrht nn-lc i< called tlic '" Swnstika " ""'l that it is

an Indian amulet conferring good hi.k and i.rosj.erity on the wearer. Ihe Tucson
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jcttelcr, Imd lie kiiuwii uf tliu v.onilcrl'ul jdoiiortifs ><i tlic tiling liu had just liuished,

might liavi! Bold a gtoM of tlie enchanted pins, in a few weelis, to the citizens of

Arizona ami lo tourists fron- the east.

This mysterious symhol, wherever found, in Kurope, Asia, Northern Africa,

or America, marks the migriition of a great and numerous race of a common origin

or of common religious atlili.itions. It was tlie symbol of the water ^'od of the

Uauls and is known to Freni 'i and (.i.Tman anthropologists as the Gramponne.

Among the Scandinavians it was the " Hammer of Thor " their war god. It was

cut into the temple stones dug by Sthlicman from the ruins of Troy, and burned

into the terra-cotta urn> found by Desire Churiiey in tiie pre-Toltec city of

Teotihucan, Mexico. It was an iconism of the ancient I'lia-nicians and was carved

ou the walls of the inner sanctuary of the Temple of Uigantea. It was chiseled

thousands of years before the Redemption, by the Brahmins on the sacrificial stones

in the Cave of J- phanta. India.

It is the " Hylfol " cross of Ikiddha am! is seen to-day on the breast of

Buddha, in China -."and many of the ancient temples ..f India, B.irmah, Cambodia,

Java, and Corea show a high development of the Swastika in ornamental

embellishment. Bishop Hanlon, Vicar-Apostolic of the Upper Nile, says: (I. C.

Missions, Oct., 18!U) that it is a symbol of worship among the Ladacks, a

Buddhist community, living in Gebel-Silsili and in the land of Edfou, Egypt.

When we search for it in Europe and America we are surprised to learn that

Cedric the (iiaul carries it on the sail of his ship when he enters the port of Bally,

Isle of Man, one Inindred and tifty years before the Christian Era. It was

venerated by the pa,<:an Irelanders, as a magic sign of the god of the winds and by

the Celtic Druids in their forest rites in the oak groves of Ireland and Scotland.

In a foot note to the Sagas, first edition of Longfellow's Poems, rtc are told

that the Hammer of Thor. the Scundinavian <:od. who ga\c hi^ name to Thursday,

was sliaped like a Swastika. It was with this mighty hammer Thor crushed the

head of the -Midgard serpent and dostrovod the giants. Longfellow, after record-

ing the conversion to Cliristianily of Kin<j Ohif tdls us in charming ver.«o how the

King kept Christmas or Yule-tide at Drontlieim:

O'er his drinking horn, the sign

Ho mado of the Cross Divine,

As he drank and iiutteretl his prayers;

But the HersirUs evermore
Made the sign of the Hammer Thor

Over theirs

Long after the lonver-ion to Chri-tianity of the Norsemen the Swastika

hammer of Thor was retaiiieil in festal ceremonies and was often introduced tn

ecclesinstiinl (Iccnntion';.

The eminent Egyptologist. Prnf. Edouard Xaville. when excavating (101?) in

.\bvdos, the modern .Vrabat, I'pper Egvpt, tells us he found the Swastika on the

tomb of Osiris and among the inscriptions and designs on tablets buried for five

thotisand years in Tapper and T-ower Egypt.*

Professor Pelrie saY<; it i< on the pictorial representation of the ".Judgment

of Death." done sometime nfter Menes. the first of the Pharaohs, became the god

Osiris,

Amon£r t'lc woidorfn! nvtirlcs -painiiniTP. slatnary and unfamiliar objects—on

cTbibition in the Boston Museum there is a large painting on ?ilk. This is the

"Fugie" which six hundred years ago tiung in a Temple of Buddha. .Tapan. It

Enoyclop. Met. Article, Egypt.
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pictures Buddliu sfatLvl <>ii a iIik.ii.' oI non un.l ^"'1''- >urr»uiulfil by winifud

spirits and, higher up in the piiintiug, two iniiinr diviiiitie^. H.-tweeii tlii-M' two

diviiiitii^jj in the centre ol' a golden ring is a lirilliniil Swastika ri'stiiig on a eushion

of silk. It is sacred to lUulill>a and is one of the marks \i\ whicli his wor:^hipper«

will know him, when he returns to earth.

in the woven falirics found in Swiss Lake dwellings of Ncolitliic nuin, m

Standinavi.i and in nrarlv all parts of Kiirope, wv liiid this -trango cniUleMi. It i?

cut into the old Devoiisliire s'oiies. a good >|h, inien of whiih i< in ti.e Muiicuin of

Torquay. Kngland. It was a saered sign among ttie British I>iiiid« and, straiij^est

of all. anions' the Xilotir ii.'irroes. it is t.>-day found «hii\.-n upon the head- of

loeallv fanioii- warriors.*

'I'UK ('lto>-. Ol ('KUltll nil-, •

Turning now to aneient .\nierira and looking o\ur the known pru-Coluiiioian

world we see the Swastika on nioniiimnts. saerilleial altars and on small and .oni-

paiativelv insignificant articles of [tottery and moulded ware.

M. Desire f'liiiniey as late as 18i;'.», in his exiiedition to Mexico an' Ymataii.

duir up the. now well known. 'H'ross of Tcotinuaean." which had hee fashioned

anil -et up in the once populous city hy the Tidtecs in honour of Tlaloc. their tro<l

of rain and fertilitv.f Di. TIamy. who read a paper heforo the Aeademie ,h's

Seieiices. Xov. 18S-i. su|'port< M. Chaniey in lii^ contention that the cro-s e\ery-

where in America syniliolized water and fertility. Of the time when this cros< was

rai-ed in Tcotihuacan we may only conjecture.

The 'Mexico-Spanish historian Ton|iiemada write-^ (T..nie .', Lih. "'p. -.'•'< of

his TTistory). that Tlaloc was tl„. olde-t .if the Toltec god^. Tertainlv Tula and

Teotihuacan seem to have heen nearlv coeval. Tula, according to the i.ative

historian Ixtlilxochite. was founded A.D. .".oC. : Clavigero has it A.D. M:. while

Vetia makes it as late as A.D. 7i:V K\pii if we accept Vetia's date the cross i«

very old. At the liase of this cro-s when found was a Swastika holdlv srulptured

ami dedicated to Tezcatlipoca. the i;nd of the winds.

"TTganda," Sir H. .lohnston, FIk. 14S.

+•• pjtao fit Ruineo Aiiiprlrntnps." n. 4R rt uro.

JEllan. Vannin. Ov. Rrasli.- ' Tlie Middle Island for Kver.' Tlie .Manx iiiotio ;>--

Quorunqup jecerls stal)it- " In whatever direction you throw him. he will st.ii.d.

referrlnK to the three legs on tlie shield.
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In the last iMlitioii of till- I ii.'jv. Am. , irai.ii. «. mia ilmi lli« S«a«tika lu*

l)ffii exliunie.l from Imrial in.mn.U within t!i.- limit... i.f the I'mtt'd States.

Watoi M.n Hiiml«)l.lt in hi.s - \ oyaKO aux lio^ioiis Kqiiuu-xialcH du N.M.M.au

Continent" ( Hauir. !«•">!•. p. !»:<) w\\> u* it was a i'..ns|Mciiou* ornammi on the

tonilix ot thf Incas of I'eni.

Professor HerUrt J. Spimlen in hi. " Stiuly of .M«ya Art' (CambrKlgo 1 r.-K..

19i:«) assures us tliat .servwhere in Vuratan an.l (Vntrnl America the Swa-tika

is found on the amiei.t iMiildmirs. It (ills a ...n.pi, u..u.^ phire in Anion, a to-.hiy

in the religious lites of the Navajoes, the Zuni an.l I'apaRo Indians in New M.-m.o

ami Arizona. 'IV sa. r-l t..tem ..f the Crow In.liaiis, hotti M..untau. an.l Kaet

men is the Swastika plao.-.l al:ov,' two cir.-tes witli another Swastika .'ii a .lisk m

the centre of a .ir.h'. C SJcn- an,| Svmhol< ..f rriniordi.il V n." Chiir.hwar

1910.")

THillA roTTA t'KN.

Pre (liiisliiiii S.\e(leii.

The o!alM,ration ol' tiiis cross in an. lent reli-ioii- iunl (•.n'liioiual liles leading

to identities in strange ami nn >t.Ti..i's l,.af' ^. hii« pro\e.l t.- !>.• one of the most

siiij;ular phenom.'iKi oF imtive , ultuiv i
•> Worhl and ind.'ed in th.' i>ld.

Xor has aliyon.. heen ahl.' to acronnt f. -eiprtuitv and iiiii\ei-.-alil\ ..I thi.-

ulis.-iire liijriire. .,„,,•
l',-orr-".,r mark and doim Ki^-k.^. hitr of llarvanl. ~a> it i- ol Phalli.- on-ii,.

bill it hears no resoniManee to th.^ " Cnix Aii-ata." th.> true I'h.illi- hon. ivstiii- m

the hand of Serapi- at Siiiaiie ami d.-troy.'d hy the soMiers of ' : ..loMUS. dcdin

Fi.ske an.l I'rof. I'.hi.k. wlicn -i\in,i: a Phalli.- ori-in t.. the Swa-iika, for-et that

ii..whero in Am.'ri. i has anvthiiiir heen f.iund. or any tradition heen handed .lown.

indicatin? the existei:.-.-. in the remot.- i-ast (.f th.' p.'ni.le. of Phalli.^ worship.

Symhomsm of tiii: S\vastik.\..

Amonir th.. an.-ieiit ra.-.'s of the Old Contin-nt- and amoni: thepre-hisloric

Sou'horn Indians ol' North America, and am..iiL^ in.- early F.-ruUar.s. the Swastika

was the emhlem of the Hin ami .)f tli.' wind- which blew from the four cardinal

prdnts.
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Mcther Cup.

Note.—Mether CupB were In common use among tht early Celts In Ireland and

Siotland. The ordinary drlnklng-vossel was a mcther (so called from mead or meth,

a fermented llijuor of honey and water), made of wood and, at meals or drlnkinK bout.-',

passed from hand to liand, each KivhiR it to his nelglibour after taking a drink. Many

of these ancient )ni:th' rs are preserved in public museums and in private collections.

The svastika and tlie Latin cross are carved side by side on a few of the cups. They

are found In deep bogs and in remote mountain wilds of Scotland and Ireland and are

now becoming very rare. Their antiquity is very great, and when found are gener-

ally blackened with ape. re .iibiinK bo« oak. The photo reproduction is from a cup

now In possession of Dr. Charles O'Reilly, " nalllnlough Lodse," St. Clair Avenue,

Toronto. It is an exact duplicate of the cup now preserved in riallinloush Castle. County

Meath, the homestead of the O'Reillys of Hrefney. The original cup has been in the

possession of the O'Reillys since the time (1596) when the Irish chief, Mailmora the

"Handsome," better known in Irish history as Myles O'Reilly -" The Slasher," fell at

the Battle of the Yellow Ford dcfcndiiifi the Bridge of Finea against the Invaders of his

country. As the cup carries the pagan Swastika and the Christian Cross it probably

belongs to the fourth century, when the Irish Celts were passing from Druldlgm to

Christianity.
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riif «.' "f 111"' >uiia. ««. till' lir-i ..irs|iriiiK of Ih.' Mill «lu. «us ul 111" riMiig

m tlie. fii-l, -alul.'.l v^itli llif
•• Hla/iiiK ToMi." \Mi.i. tl«- Sh.ii.mii alu-r .aUMmi

the iuu. turiaa :.. 111.' four point* Iron, wliiili ctuw t\w ttin.l- he lorna.l a .
lo,. and

tlif bluw l.lown l.y th.' wiruN fell h«.iv froui il... tor.i, .11..I f-rni-l liir rmlil auijU.*

wiu.h III tiMU'. Mij.vr.l.Ml thr S»a..iika. l-.'t in.' lUu-lratr iii> lu.aiiing. In tln»

'IVnili I^-tUT of hitl-.T l)r Snivi-. "Lil.- ai.,1 I raM-U anwnu H." N""tli .\im-ru««

Inilian.s" niitr.l l.y Major « Init-.n. ( Kiiiik. Wa-nall-, \.>.). tlu-rr - an mUT-

Citing' a.ruunl ..1 t'li.' . u-t ivIikioii> ril. > un.l lial.il^ m ili.' .\-miiiI...ii.n

Thu Kfrut ni.-MoM„n «a- a priul-^...! «.i.>i «h.n thr -aluiati..,, to il.v >un

*.i.l tl.r Four Wind- and \Vat<'r . n iim^.l ainou^' tli.^ A^-lml f*. H.' writ«s:

•Soiiutitiic, tiinr or iHUi lmi.4n,l I,..!;;.- .,( I;, -ilu- a-..nil.l.. 1.1 • l-ailUy.

On.' sol., individual i- nanir.l tli.^ Ili>;h IM.-t a... I .bnct- all ll..- .•.•ivi,i..ni.-. of

thv Fo-tiMil . . . Alti'i- tli.<.' nrrliii oian.- tin' 1 ..r.'iii.ui> l..'K'm- vmIIi an

ad.irt'-. and a pravn- |.. ll". tlr-at Spirit. II. in,|.l,.iv- linn t.. ii.v..|.l ih.^ir ^rift-.

I,, tak.. pilv ..M th.n.. 1.. -a\.' Hi.^ni fr.-n. a.vi.l.nt- an.l nii-f..rlun.- ..I all kin.K

Tlu'ii til.- i'ri.>sl 11..1.K al..lt th.' - km- Calnn t t.. ti.r liivat Spint. th.-ii l.. tli.'

Snn. to .'acli of tli.' F-iir (animal Points an. I at .•a.li lim.' I., tli.' Knrtli. *

Writing of tho ('heyciuus ('..l..n.'l llcii-^ limMii, .•;. iini.' >..'iit an.l iraiL-r

with (i.'ii.'ral l'r....k.'. iiilnnn- 11- that tin- l..,n.hlaM.' « ha.l 1... ivliiri,.M
:

••if.

i.,.!v.l. w .x.rpt thr r.-i«M-f paid I., tin- I'i-v. It. .dT.'i'iiii.' th.- |.ip.' t.. ih.- miii, ih.'

..arth an.l tli.< win.ls, th.- in..ti..ii nia.l.' m -. .I..111L.' hv ih. ni .1.-. iih.- tii.- I..ini ol a

eross; in Idowin- t\u- lir-l lour whill'-. th.' -in..k.' 1- invanal.U -.-nt m th- -am.- t..iir

(,ii .fioiiv/'t

II'M'.^ then wf lia\<- thf tv.tair.iihir . r..<;- .-oniii.L' .l.."n lhr..iiL'li lli.' a-.- Ii 1

th.' tini.. wh.'n. in th.' loir.h'ii ..f K.h'.i. th.- riv.-r- .
ros^.'.l an.l im.i.I,' PM.'ii a

I'aradi-.' .f f.-rtiiitv, an.l th.. Swa-tika ..f Vodai.- India ivtainmi: th.- I.a=i.- .t..-^

'.lit alt.'r.'.l hv the .lip of thi> tor.li in th.' hand .d" th.' pri...^t. ..r l.s th.' I.lowiii- .d

tli.» tlaiiie h\ till' l'..ur win.l- wlii.h th'- Swa-^tika -\ inh..li-;.'d.

Till Tiiits-; IV Tin; nt-Ni-i;r.

Wh.'n tras.'llini: in h'«.'r ralir..rii;a a f.'W vi.ar< a-... I Im'uhii "Ii a h.-antifiir

morniii- tli.. n«.-.'iit of ilu' niount ov.'rlo,.kin- th.' lilih' In.lian Villa,-., of San

ITilario? As 1 a.haiiccd I I....kod up and siw smii.'tliiM'.' rai-.. it-.'lf a'..iv.' in.' lik.'

a thill" aliv.'. II was» a L'iant Siialiara. a .'aii.h.hd.rimi ca. tu-, ami 11. -ar ir a vii.'.a

trpo. wh'oM' rroani-liki< hh.s^oni-. tnnnhlin- in th.' ,L'l..ri..ii- -iiiili,L'lil. -.'iii.d

stranH.v ""< "''
r''^'''"

'" ''"''' l"'*^''''!'''"- -iirn.iindin--. Ili.-h.'r u). aiul to niv

loft ni f a'^.-onili'd 1 .am., to a r-ui-'h ami \v.'ath.'r-\^..ni ,
in,- -tandiii- m i-.-latmn

hv tho lon-dv path. It inark.'d tho <vi "h.r.' iUr \.'iir- '..'f...-.'. an Indian «o.id-

.'athor<>r wa< slain and hi- h...ly inulilatod. On inv rciiini I., tli.' sqnali.l villa-.'

1 loarned that it \va^ a ou-t..in nmoni: th.' fofhimi- I)i--.'r IiLlian-i- t,, rai-.- a

cTos^ ov.-r a lon.-lv -rav.' ..i' mark th.> pla.-" uhi'i-" a miird.'i' had h..,>n ..immitt.d.

Th(> Padre? tho missionary fathors~ar.' ?..n.. niid th.' .hap.'l- tli.'v l.iiilt in th.'

•Tho Cross and thp Swastika In America, parli.iilarlv In Yii.atan ami M.xirn. arc

frnn„,mtlv mpntionod bv th.> .-arlv writt^rs. sii.ti as: fiar.ia. " I).' I..)s In.lios." Hook H.

•^^i^t rtps rhlcliiinonnPS." n. S: fogolludo, "Hisl. d.. -i.i.atai,, nn.ik 4. (Iiap. IX:

^"-.avnr "Hist .ie .'1 I-za y do ol La.-andon." IlooK :-. Ciap. S. I„ trutli. if al! n .;r

r„n^"tn thr> frnss were ...llected fr.)iM U'e li...iK> .m.l i.,.r.iptii, rs Irrr hy :r.r ..;,xic-

Spanish writ.Ts of the Fiftrcnth and Sixt.entli r.-ntiiries, and li.nind toeotJier. they

would mak.. a larK" volunie

TThe old Sanle F.' Trail, p. 241.
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wilderness are uow niflandioly .iiiu^, but thu wandering savage in the desert or on

tlif mountain yet rutain. tlic traditiaii of the sanctity of the cross. Ihe hre the

Franciscan Father> kindh-d, vet lives, and in every scattered encampment of the

Di.rger Indians, and in everv half-l.recd Xacai. a wooden or gras=,-wovcn cross

remind, the Peninsular Indians of the Story of tlie Cross told t« their dead sire,

by tlie Spanish missionaries, and "So it is." writes Henry C. \ an Dyke, the

untutored dwellers of tlie desert have cherished what the inhabitants of the cities

and the fertile plains have thrown away."' Borrowin- the language of the poet we

may also say:
' " This is all

The sain we reap from all the wisdom sown

ThrouKh ases; nothing doubted those first sons

Of Time, wliile v.t\ the soliooled of centuries,

NoihinB Ix'lii've."

And now mav I end this dissertation on the <ross with Longfellow's beautiful

reference to the " Trnss of Snow.^' in the Colorado range, a photographf re-

production of which appeared in the T.Kmdon Grapli!'' not long ago.

In the long, sleepless watches of the night,

A gentle face—the face of one long dead-
Looks at me from the wall, where 'round its heart

The night-lamp casts a halo of pale light.

Here in this room she died; and soul more white

Never through fire of martyrdom was led

To its repose: nor can in books be read

The legend of a life more bencdight.
^

There is a Mountain In the distant West

That sun-defying in its deep ravines

Disr' ys a Cross of snow upon its side.

Such is the Tross T wear upon my breast

These eighteen vears, through all the changing scenes

And seasons, changeless since the day she died.
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