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NEGRO'S PART IN
AMERICAN HISTORY

estimated population of 120,

States today,

Of the
000,000 in the
about 12,000,000 are of Aflrican

United
des-
cent, or approximately onc in ten.
This “Tenth Man” is not a new com-
alien. His ancestors began
hundreds of years ago with
Practically all the
a back

er or an
to arrive
the eariy settlers.
.ent Negro population has
two hundred,
ears of Amer-
of them
War

pres
oround of one hundred,
cr even three hundred ¥
ijcan born ancestry. Million¢
to the Revolutionary

go back

and beyond.

For more than  two hundred years
the great majority of the American
Negrces were in slavery, Q condition
which for generations was & disturd
ing factor in American life, culmin-

ine in the War of 1861-65. The
lonz controve over slavery and
the difficulties of political reconstruc-

tion follewing the War loom so large
in American life that our histories,
for the most part, show us the Negro
.nly as a semi-savage slave, or as an

illiterate, dangerous freedman, in ei-
ther case Qa liability rather than an
asset.

The purpose ol this study is to turn
the picture round and see if there be
not ancther_ side to it—to inquire
whether the Negro has any creditable

in America’s history or made any
worthy c( niribution to its progress.
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spirit of regret, perhaps,

London, Ont. retz
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THE NEGRO'S CONTRIBUTION and called

In the current issue of The Dawn "‘}’“' i
we are proud to publish several art- e
icles which portray the coclored peo-
ple’s progress since the days of .~1av-‘
ery and which also tell of what they
have added to the present civiliza- |
tion. When Columbus and other ex-
plorers landed upon this continent|
there were among their crews, Ne- |
groes, some of whom  were gkilled |
pilots and artisans and even teach-
ers. These black men brought with |
them the arts, the culture and the%
gifts of Africa, and America today is |
enjoying the blessings of the heri- |
tage which these men brought.

But later Negroes came by ship-
loads, not of their own free will, but
as slaves, to till the soil, to clear the |
forests, to build railways to build | :
beautiful cities and palatial hmrnes.iremmed
to make of this continent one of the
foremost countries of God’s greeni
earth.

But before they came they must
have known how to work, else how
could they have served America so
well. In their African homes they
must have learned the art of build-
ing else how could they have builded
so magnificently here? Excavation
in Africa reveals the fact that their
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world, a

success of
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its discovery by Col |
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vere given |

architecture was among the foremost

of the ancient world. Negroes began Struggle Of the Negro
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their careers as inventors soon after
they landed here. One of the most |
useful additions to the cotton gin
was invented by a slave in the early Ce

seventies. Of course patent rights | chestra of

were granted, not to him but to his | Brighton

master. In many other instances|the baton

masters were given patent rights for
inventions of their slaves since the
law would grant no patent rights to

nt

1€n

COI

Sonata,

slaves. The invention which gave | In 1811 he

the shoe industry its greatest impe-
tus, one which placed the American |
shoe industry ahead of that of any |
other country, was the invention of
a Negro. |
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every line of human endeavour com- | late S

patible with American life and has | was a man

proven its members are the peers of | omed to

men of any race. Its reccerd is one | don social cir
which should inspire not only respect [ was not in
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LONDON NOTES.

The prayer services of the Beth-

Emanuel Church have steadily in-
creased in interest. It is also (-n-‘
couraging to note the activity of the
women of the community in their
afternoon meetings which are mov-
ing on with some results.

The Young People have been or-

ganized into a League to be known
as Beth-Emanuel Y.PL. with Miss
Gladys Stafford President. Miss
Rosetta Fountain is First Vice Pres-
ident and in charge of Christian Fel-
lowship; Miss Leta Smith Secre-
tary, Miss Florence Drake in charge
of the Mission Department;
Jenkins Jr., charge
Citizenship.

is

James

in of Christian
There are yet offices to

be filled and when completed we are

looking forward to great things Dbe-
ing done by the young people of
London.

Miss Florence Drake accompanied
the Misses Mildred and Leta Smitn
to Woodstock where they visited

their parents for the week end.

Mr. John Lucas presided at the or-
gan in the absence orf Miss Florence
Drake.

Rev. E. A. Richardson delivered a
very helpful message to an attentive
congregation Sunday morning when
he spoke on “How to Keep Fit,” as
Christian men and women. At the
evening service the pastor speaking
on “Forms of Godliness” was em-

phatic as he stressed many good

points. He said—The power of Goa
liness is the power of truth. It is
also the power of the Holy Ghost

invisibly, but the men
it enters become a

which works
into whose soul

new creation.
Mrs. Rev. Richardson who has
been under the weather for a few

days is agout again.

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Groat and fam-
ily of Stratford spent the week end
with their mother, Mrs. Eliza Groat
who has geen quite ill.

Mrs. M. Harris has returned home

after spending a few weeks in

De-
troit with her daughter, Mrs. Vant,
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Lie underneath the snow; BY DAY OR WEEK.
| The skies are drab and dreary, Near the Heart of the City
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| The chilly winds of winter 54 Beverley St. Toronto
| Assail the poor and rich:
The blizzards block our highways N T T L O 0
Our autos find the ditch;
And with our other troubles, MITCHELL
To drive us to despair,
The barbers crop our whiskers

And confiscate our hair.

Plumbing
- Supply

The gales, from ice-bound regions,

In fury southward race:

They sneer at “STOP” sign signals
That dare to chide their pace;

"hey scorn the cycle riders, WHOLESALE FACTORY
Though there be dozens near,

And ne’er bhefore a jury AND

Or
They show no heed and pity,

magistsrate appear;

PLUMBERS’ SUPPLIES

|
Nor have remotest care
Though barbers mow our whiskers

And

London

SUNNYS

454 HAMILTON ROAD

| 85 Dundas Street

closely cut our hair.

The southlands
Are

The cold finds every crevice,

breezes from the
north winds coming back;

In mansion and in shack;
It makes the wood pile dwindle
And brings the coal bin low;
Quicksilver is at zero,

LINGERIE, HOSIERY,
BATHROBES,
FANCY GOODS.

SCARFS,
JEWELERY, and

And gales from Lapland blow. ~‘
We garb ()111‘501.\'(:3 in flannel, } ORDERS TAKEN FOR LAMPS,
For out and inner wear, FLAPPER DOLLS and CUSHIONS.
Yet, barbers prune our whiskers

Prices within the reach of
Every Pocket

And dock our flowing hair!

We search the house for blankets JOIN OUR CLUR
To put upon our bed;
We don our warm pajamas— ‘
By intuition led—
Then seek to find in slumber,
Sweet solace and repose,
And be, at night, delivered
From all our daily foes.
The winter storms and tempests
Have loud their ;
Yet, barbers trim our tresses ‘
;
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We collect notes, accounts wag-
| es and Judgments. Our success will

who has a new baby girl Both You will find my prices on Linol- | astonish you. We seldom fail, IF WE
mother and baby are doing fine. eum and Gold Seal Congnleum Rugs|DO IT COSTS YOU NOTHING, you
the lowest in the city itake no risk. You can’t lose. Write
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Mrsr. Margaret Ward and sister,| SHOW ROOM 481 RICHMOND ST.| Canadian Creditors’ Ass’n
Mrs. Harris, have returned to their | OWEN SOUND BRANCH Box 951

home in Detroit after spending a

few days with their parents, Mr. and -

Mrs. John Harris.

Mr.
out the same.

Mrs. Myrtle Fields paid a

visit to see her brother Allen Ander-

Charlie Cox’s condition is ab-

flying
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3 DAY MONEY BACK GUAR ANTEE

CARS ALL MARKED IN PLAIN FIGURES

son who has been confined to hrs
il SRR ESSEX SEDAN, 1928 MODEL PONTIAC COACH, 1927 MODEL
Bt i SALE $595.00 SALE $435.00

The young girls having planned a
gleigh ride party on the 20th, decided
to have a social evening

of Evelyn Jenkins and have their
gleigh ride as soon as providence
sends enough snow to permit. Little
Dorothy Chandler is ill at home,

suffering with tonsilitis.

at the home.|

FORD SEDAN, 1929 MODEL
SALE $535.00

CHRYSLER COACH
SALE $415.00

60 GOOD USED CARS TO CLEAR AT VERY LOW PRICES
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W. H. WARING

Bucossor (o J. L. 8. AndlaTeen.

Watchmaker, Jeweler

and Optician
I Queen Street West
TORONTO

The West Indies
Products Co. Ltd.

Please try the following: Blue
Mountain Coffee, Cocoes, Eddos,
Manchester Coffee, Tanias, Gongo
Peas, Pidgeon Peas, Hot Sauce,
Guava - Jelly, Mango Chutney.
Cashew Nuts, Turtle Soup, Fancy

Baskets, Brown Rice.

465 QUEEN STREET WEST
PHONE ELGIN 10560

TRY

BEETHAM

Fish and Chip

Restaurant

Hamilton ‘Road and Hyla Sts.
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Clifford L. Evans

Funeral Home.

Originator of Lower Priced

Funerals.
AMBULANCE SERVICE

Phone Fair. 325
648 Hamilton Road
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WNING
We Make Everything
( Mzde of Canvas ks

Order Awnings
NOW !

The Rush Season
will soon be here.

100 per cent. Canadian

PHONE FAIRMONT 470

Carter Tent &
Awning Company

619—621 DUNDAS ST, LONDON

The Negro s Achieve-|

[I( 't Fisk University an estate of one
hundrcd thousand dollars, plobdbly'
st gift of @ Negro to educa-

lho large

m‘:ﬂt ln BuSlness | tion, He was the first Negrc grad-
{unate of a liberal arts college Southi
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were 28 Negro insurance r.-()mpzmios,;
with assets' of $11,170,791; gross in- |
come $13,856,742; disbursements $12,
847 275; business written in 1926,
$120,177,191; business in force $243,
534,600

In the banking business Negroes
have made a good showing. In 1900

four Negro banks in
1926

there were only
there were
and commercial
between 30 and
associations.
14 states had
and dis-
total de-
means the

the eountry. In
about 33 savings
banks, and ])I‘(ihill)]}'

50 building and loan

The 33 stock banks in

$15,292,820 in

assets; loans
counts totaled $8,607,210;
posits $11,900,250. This
absence of husnn-ss from white firms
and no participation in clearing hou-
ses.

In barbering and hairdressing, In
1920.there were- 12,666 Negro women
as over against only 514 in: 1890;
while there were 18,692 Negro men
in this business in 1920 as over ag-
ainst 19,441 in 1910, the largest num
ber reported.

In' the allied business of ‘“beauty
culture,” Negroes maiintain a::man-
ufacturing  plant in St. Louis with
modern equipment, at a valuation of

$350,000, under the name of the Poro
Manufacturing Company.. And the
Madam Walker Manufacturing Com-

pany at
cently
When

she- left

Indianapolis has a plant re-
erected at a cost of $500,000.
Walker died in 1919
an estate valued at $1,000,000
$100,000 to

Madam

of which she bequeather
various charities.

In journalism the Negre has made
outstanding progress. In #1921 he
492 represent
states in the Union,
New Englana
states being uded in these ten.
New York State -has 21 such papers,
Alabama 35, Michigan 6, Virginia 26,
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I'he essential Americanism of the
Negro proved by the
that appeal is always to
can constitutional rignhts.”

As to national organizations
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000 farms valued at $700:000,000. He
has organized 73 banks deing an an
nual business: of $1,000,000,000. He
has shown his worth as a citizen’by
the purchase of 700,000 homes inlal
parts of the country.
The Negre.has shown himseld tobe
a ‘great business-asset to: theocoun
try. He realizes his conditioh bu
seeks no special privilege.: Hé is on-
ly asking for nppontunity
that he may increase his. ¢outribution
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—Congregational,
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the nation.
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The Negro’s Part in
American History

R

Continued from page 1

gavery in our (mmtry. tonk place in
1619, when a Dutch ship 1:mdt3d .txyex1
ty Negroes at Jamestown, Vll'.glllla.
T'hese were sold to the colomsts. as
Javes, OF perhaps, as many think,
were bound out for a term of. years
as ujpdentured servants.” It is cer-
tain that some of them bﬂc.ame free
after gerving for a time, while others
d p«\rmnnenhly enslaved. Ne-
gro slavery did not grow rapidly .at
frst, since it was easy to get white
windentured servants” from England.
When this supply was cut off in 1688
{he importation of Negro slaves as a
jabor supply began in earnest. By
17115 there were 58,850 slaves in the
colonies, and sixty years later the
pumber had grown to 501,000. By

{his time there were hundreds of
ships engaged in the slave trade, im-
porting Negroes from the West In-
jies and Africa, and the number of
glaves rose rapidly to a million in
1800. In 1807, on the earnest recom-
mendation of President Thomas Jef-
terson, Congress prohibited the fur-
ther importation of slaves, but illegal
importations continued on a large
scale, and the Negro population reach
ed 2,300,00 in 1830 and 4,441,000 by
1860. Then followed the war and em
ancipation.

In fairness, it should be remember-
ed that all parts of the country shar-
ed in the responsibility for slavery,
either as importers, sellers, or buy-
ers, and that no section had a right
to lay all the blame on any other.
Rhode Island, for example, built 103
slave ships in ten years and in 1770
this state alone had 150 ships engag-
ed in the slave trade.

The conditions of slavery do
properly belong in this study, but it
may be said in passing that they var-
ied as widely as the characters of
slave holders, some of whom were as
humane and kindly as others were
indifferent and cruel. The results or
slavery, too, were mixed. With all
that the slaves suffered in mind and
body there were compensations in
their new contacts with civilization,
with education and the Christian re-
ligion, and with the discipline of
regular work.

African Background and Heritage
Did these slaves come tec America
émpty-handel or did they bring some
heritage - of native endowment and
skill, and even of civilization? For
answer we must look to their African
Packground and to their early record
I America. We learn, for example
that the natives of Africa were per-
FlaDS the first to smelt iron and forge
msF”“““““ of usefulness and beauty*
;l;ll;fumﬂ}' account for the fact that

ghout the days of slavery Ne-
groes did practically all the South’s

remaine

not

:?:}:f}"(ﬂ“iillff. wa.gon-makin'g and ir-
e v‘.l:“} rhncd. its factories, mach-
Ps 2ind mills, and even ran its
traing,
Back ip

i i ‘\"I‘.i(,’l‘. they had been skill
i car“l :-,Hlug makers‘, potters and
developedu(““ In A:menca they soon
i i :?'.l\‘llt skill as carpenters
Ny ons and ere'cted many of the
Stl‘uctan?().;r—beautlful and stately
ol W:b‘ ,..By the opening of the
the .T,' m_aVes were doing most of

Mechanical work of the south.

LADIES HOLD
UNIQUE SUPPER

A unique entertainment of Febh. 11
was the “C” Supper given at the home
of Mrrs. D. Myers, Simcoe St., under
the auspices of the Chrissie Charies
Sewing Guild. The guests were re-
ceived by Mrs. D. Myers and Mrs. .
Myers, convenors of the happy affair.
A large “C” placed in a prominen:
position as the guests entered, intim-
ated the nature of the supper. The
dinner table was beautifully done
with a handsome lace cloth, in the
centre of which stood a pot of ferns,
surrounded by dainty valentine decor
ations. The supper was a mysterious
combination of dishes as follows:—
cold carved creature, chopped com-
mentators, cordial cheer, cereal com-
pound with churned cream, country
cousin comforts, cream curds, condi-
ments, cold clear crystal, cook’s cur-
ious compound, consolidated cream,
carefully compounded confits, crab
cobbler, citron custard, cordial cey-
lon, cottage couple console. This 1s
the first social affair given by the
club since its formation and was thor
oughly enjoyed by all. To its popular
president, Mrs. H. Berry, its officers
and members, we bespeak many,
many years of usefulness.

W. T. ANDREWS TO SPEAK ON
“THE NEGRO IN LAW”

New York, Jan. 24—William i
Andrews, Special Legal Assistant of
the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, will de-
“The Negro in
Law,” over the from Station
WNYC, the Municipal Station, on
Wednesday, January 29th, from 11:40
was announced to-day.

liver an address on

radio

to 12 noon, it
This address is ome of a series ot
twenty-minute programs arranged at
ntervals of two weeks by the N.A,
A.C.P. for the WNYC audience.

Many of them attained such skill that
they were hired out profitably by
their owners, while bought
their time from their masters, hired
themselves out and thus accumulated
enough to purchase their freedom. In
Cincinnati

others

1835 there were found in
476 Negroes who had purchased therr
own freedom at a cost of $215,000.
This well-known practice accounts
in part for the fact that in 1860 there
were 486,000 free Negroes in the Un-
ited States, or more than one-tenth
of the total Negro population. Many
of these free Negroes had become
property owners, and some of them
had grown wealthy. In 1860 the free
Negroes of Charleston alone are said
to have owned preperty valued at
more than $700,000. those of Philad-
elphia, twice as much. These facts
evidence no small measure of native
ability along mechanical lines. In es
timating the Negroe’s place in Amer-
jcan history, credit should be given
him for a vast contribution of mech-
anical and skilled labor which added
greatly to the economic development

Continued on Page 6
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ROSS’ LIMITED

Established 1885

MANUFACTURE AND SELL LADIES’ FUR COATS

AND FUR NECK SCARFS.
AT FACTORY PRICES.

Also Specialize in

LADIES’ CLOTH COATS, SILK AND CLOTH DRESSES

196 Dundas Street.

AND WOOLEN KNITTED WEAR.
BARGAINS

IN WOMEN’S
(All the Latest Styles)

ROSS’ LIMITED

LLondon, Ontario

SUMMER DRESSES

Phone Metcalf 1319

---------------------------------------u------i‘---

Cleanliness and Sanitation

THE PARISIAN

Should be Your

LAUNDRY

Launderers, Dry Cleaners, Dyers

and Rug Cleaners

SILVERWOODS

SAFE MILK

Cream and Buttermilk

JERSEY MILK

(FROM GOVERNMENT ACCREDITED HERDS)

ALL OF THE SAME GUARANTEED HIGH QUALITY

EARLY SERVICE IN EVERY STREET

Phone Metcalf 6100

Our desire i

OF THE CITY.

at Better Prices.

s to give our customers better service, better meats

A Few of our Spotlight

Rib Roasts, not rolled ......... 20c.
Boneless Rolled Rib ............. 28c. They Last ......ccccccceeieiannns Ib. 21c.
Lean Beef Cuttings, Ib. ... 22c. Sweet Pickled Beef Tongue Ib. 30c.
Sliced Beef Liver, lb. ............ 20c. Fresh Pork Spareribs, lb. ... 23c.
Fresh Made Block Creamery Peas, Corn, Pork and Beans, Can-
Buitter 1hy ..o 40c ned Pumpkin, 2 for .......... 25¢.
AT OUR CASH AND CARRY COUNTER
Sirloin Steak; 1ha .....c.ccusinissssies 25c. Fresh Beef Hearts Ib. ............... 15¢
Shoulder Pork Chops .............. 28c. Breasts Yearling Lamb lb. ... 15¢c.
Country Sausage, 2 Ibs. ....... ey oS Shoulders Yearling Lamb Ib. .... 20¢c
Sausage Meat, 245 Ibs for ... 25¢. Legs Yearling Lamb, Ib. ... 28c.
Veal Cuttings, lb. Stew Veal, lb. .. 12/,c¢.

MAIN STORE,
EAST END, 613 DUNDAS S
NORTH END, 729 RICHMOND STRE

Leaders

Cliff Robinson

PHONE MET. 7110—7111—7112
T., PHONE FAIR. 970
ET, PHONE MET. 4616

Sweet Pickled Shoulders While
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HARRY R. RANKS

Funeral Director and Undertaker
30 Years Experience

455 Queen St. West .
Telephone Adelaide 2024
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F. G. OKE & CO.

MINING STOCK BROKERS

London, St. Thomas, Kitchener, Barrie,
Orillia, Windsor, Lindsay, Peterboro.

HEAD OFFICE
Q‘/KE BUILDING 304 BAY ST.
Telephone : Elgin 5111

TORONTO
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4 For Quality and Satisfaction
Try the

| Meadow Gold Brand
|

PRODUCTS
ICE CREAM . CREAMERY BUTTER

Manufactured by

=
=
=
=
=
=
&
H
=
=
5
=
=
=
=
I~
L]
&
=
-
L
=
a
s
H
"

{

5 The Ontario Creamery Limited :
g 129-131 King Street Phones 782 and 5810 :
g London, Ontario E

] |
] i
[ ] L}
: The Boyd Manufacturing Co. Inc. :
H .
i 1he boyd Manutacturing Co. Inc. :
1
] WISH TO ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF THEIR CANADIAN :
n "
: DISTRIBUTING OFFICE, with -
X 1
¥ 5
' MR. WM. L. BERRY, Manager J
' -
N ¥
] L] .
i The Boyd Manufacturing Co. Incorporated :
" [
: CANADIAN DISTRIBUTING OFFICE MR. WM. L. BERRY, Manager !
M .
i 5 Front Street., West "
1 ‘
: lLondon, Ont. £
X 3
K
: MAKERS OF ]
H -
i 1
! WAVINE Hair Preparations and ;
B 5

]
; WAVINE Beauty Treatment !
]
: : ?
: A million members of the race are using Wavine Products. Z
] !
: Wavine Cocoanut Ail Soap ... 30c. Wavine Cold Cream ... 50¢. :
1 Wavi.ne Cocoanut Oil Shampoo 60c. Wavine Vanishing Cream, white, :
: Wavine Hair Dressing ............ 50c. Pink, Flesh, Hybrown ............ 50¢ :
: Wavine Quinine Tonic ............ £8Cc, Wavine Powder, White; Pink. 1
g Wavine Pressing Oil ............. 60c. Flesh, Hybrown , 1
: Wavine Deodorant ................... 60c. wavine Perrume i : :
1
. AGENTS WANTED '
]

[
B [
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The Negro's Part In
American History

|
|
| iy
(
|

Continued from Page 5

" the country.
Folklore and Music
also a fund

These Africans brought

folklore d a distinct gift for mus
( The Uncle Remus stories about
Brer Rabbit and the Woilf are only
adaptations of native African folk
tories of the gazelle and the lion,
and express the same common Sense,
practical philosophy. The pleasure
these stories have given us we owe
not only to the inimitable Joel Chand-
ler Harris, who put them into literary
form. but also to the genial “Uncle

Remuses’ who brought them to us
from their African homes.
The Negro's native musical gift is

recognized. Africa has
been called “the continent of music.”
In America this gift early began to
express itself in the development of
in later years in
Musical critics say

universally

the spirituals, and
ragtime and jazz.

that these are the only distinct con-
America has made to the
music of the world. The weird beau-
ily and soul-stirring power of the
‘Hpil‘it']iliﬁ has made them popular ar-
ound the globe. Though composed
in the days of slavery as expressions
of the heartache of servitude and the
longing for freedom, it is a matter -of
comment and wonder that
trace of bitterness
or revenge, but only the Christian

i tributions

universa

they contain no

virtues of faith, hope and love. As a
comment on the Negro’s essential

character this fact is of great  signi-
ficance.

Some of these African slaves mani-

fester decided intellectual ability.
There was Lahmen Kebby, for exam-
ple, who, back in Africa, had been

| well educated and trained as a school

master. There was Omar ibn Said,
another North African slave, a devout
Mohammedan and

was

who read wrote
ease. It possibly
Jmar himself who in the early days,
was taken to the University of North
Carolina to the
professors about the Arabic language

wnd literature,

with

confer with one of

Emancipation.
On 1

January 1st, 1893 President

Adncoln’s Emancipation Proclamation

]
became

effective, setting free all slav
es held in territory at that time at
war. Emancipation was made inclu-
sive by the Thirteenth Amendment
to the Constitution, which became ef-
fectibe December 18, 1865. By this
amendment more than four million
Negro slaves were set free, nearly
all of them illiterate, without vIl‘ui]lillf_’;

I gelf-direction or self-support, and

without property. Imagine their help

lessness and uncertainty! Picture
| the dangers inherent in such a rev-
olutionary situation! Then compare
the results with the “relgns of ter-
| ror” that have so often characteriz-
| ed revolution. With unbelieivable

| facility,

| conditions

former slaves and slave-hold-
adjusted the

another,

ers themselves g

new
and
: together to re-
pair the ravages of war,

and to one
speedily set to work
There were
of any con-
the part of
get revenge.

eneral John B. Gordon, one of the
great Confederate leaders, when ask-
ed how the Negroes had conducted
themsleves after the War, replieq:

no outhreaks, no disorder

sequence, no efforts on
he former slaves to
v
3

t
(

“They have behaved so we

1 th
remark is at the

not uncommon iy Geor

gia that no other race on earth
lieved from servitude under sych cir:
cumstances as they were Would haye
behaved so well.”
Reconstruction
There has been criticism
reason of the injustices
mismanagement which characterizeg
the “reconstruction” of the Southery
States. In the Negroes
however, be re ;

, and wity
and Dolitica]

fairness to
it should

membereg
that in those critical days they were
led by designing white men upon

whom must be placed
sponsibility
done.

the greater re.
for  whatever Wrongs
were
the

the
most part, they were the blunderg or

white men who used the newly freed
Negroes to carry out their own pur-
poses.

were Tragic blundersg
made by those responsible for

South’s reconstruction, but for

However, it is interesting to
note that these “reconstruction” goy-
ernments established the free school
system in the South. the most pro.
gressive and important step ever tax.
en in this country. It is worth re
membering, also, that the state con-
stitutions framed and adopted in re.
construction days were in most cages
retained for many years after re
construction ended—in Florida till
1885, in Mississippi till 1890, in South
Carolina till 1895, and in Virginia till
1902.
Progress in Sixty Years.

Since the Civil War the progress
made by Negroes has been phenom-
enal, more rapid, according to Am-
bassador James Bryce, than was ever
shown by any other group, in an eg
ual length of time. Some of the
highlights of the story are found in
the achievements of the Negroes in
property ownership, industry, busin-

ess, education, religion, music, liter-
ature and art.
Other Achievements

Prof. George Carver, of Tuskegee
Institiute, is perhaps the best known
agricultural chemist in America and
has developed hundreds of products
that promise untold value.

Matthew A. Henson was with Com-
modore Robert E. Perry in his dis-
covery of the North Pole and in sev

en other Polar expeditions. He Was
selected, according to Peary, for his

adaptability, fitness, and loyalty.”
Three Negro athletes, E. O. Gour-
din, DeHart Hubbard and R. E. John-
son, were members of the ,»\xnel‘iC@
team in the 1924 Olympic games %11
Hubbard won first place in
the broad jump, and Gourdin second:
In the years 1919—1924, the Carne-
gie Hero Fund Commission awarded
six Negroes for deeds of

Paris.

medals to
heroism and sacrifice. ;
John T. Risher was awarded a prize
of $1,000 by the Government for the
best system of keeping the records
of the Navy. 5
“Who’s Who in America for 19'—’"'
lists eighty-one Negroes on its roste!
of distinguished Amerlcans.
A well-known Southerner recently
said: ‘“The Negro is not 2 menace t0
: 1 himself

He has provel
[{e has been

America.
worthy of confidence. 1
and may continue to be
In the years that are to
needs the help of those :
voices of influence. He necds 0'”1}
that we remove unnecessary barrier®
out of his way and give him 2 chaIlC'e
to demonstrate that under God he 18

£ 'l‘t.”
a man and can play a mans P=}
—The Wellspring
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