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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

OCTOBER, 1864.

NOW that the year isdrawing to aclose
we do not think it out of place to say some-
thing of ourselves, our past, our present,
and our future. The Presbyterian was
established in 1847, seventeen yecars ago.
Tts success, in a pecuniary point of view,
was not encouraging, nor was there that
intcrest shewn in its prosperity which
might have been expected. There were a
fow who sent information, contributed ar-
ticles, and, in various ways, tried to help
the undertaking, but only a few. It was
a forced plant, and for many years existed
by means of assistance from friends of the
Church in Montreal. Yet its objects might
have warranted a belief that such a publi-
cation would succced. Every minister and
the various sessions might have been ex-

cted to act as agents to promote the cir-
culation of the only publication in Canada
which would give any information whatever
regarding the transactions of our Church.
Besides, the subscriptions were not well
paid, a large list of arrcars wason the books,
and the Committee were heavily in debt
to the publisher. A determined system of
dunning was therefore begun and success-
fully carried on. Nearly three years ago a
change was made in the general arrange-
ment of the work, its contents were more
varied in their character than they had
formerly been, its size was largely increas-
ed, shape altered, and priccdoubled. These
alterations, together with the systematic
collection of the subscriptions, have beenso
far successful that all debts have been paid
off and a balance remained to be applied to
aid schemes connected with our Church.
From this source accordingly, the Lay As-
gociation had last year the pleasure of
handing over to

The French Mission.c.voceees ...$400 00

Point St. Charles Mission........ 400 GJ
Bursary Scheme, Queen's College. 100 00

Being & total of...cceer....$900 00
It will thus be scen that not only docs

every subseriber reccive full value forthis
money, not only is an opportunity afforded
to the different members of our Church for
communicating with each other, not only
have we a means of diffusing information
through all our congregations of the work-
ing of the various schemes, and missionary
operations of our own and other Churches,
at home and abroad, but this has been
done to the direct pecuniary benefit of the
schemes from the publication itself. This
result has, in some measure, been brought
about by the efforts of those who have ob-
tained the names of subscribers, and assisted
in various ways. To them the thanks of
the Church are justly due, and the Com-
mitiec would gratefully acknowledgze how
much they have done to lighten their la-
bours.

Having, then, overcome the difficultics
of the past, we feel encouraged by our pre-
sent position to look forward with confi-
dence to the future.  We have, it is true,
a large list of subscribers, but, we venture
to say, a very little esertion on the part of
one or two in each congregation, would in-
crease the circulation fourfold. We are
anxious, if it is in our power, to add to the
usefulness of The Presbyterian,—to make
it, from month to month, a welcome visitor
to every Presbyterian’s house in Canada:
we will endeavour, while maintaining our
own distinctive principles, to do so without
bitterness, and in a broad and liberal spirit
to record what other denominations of
Christians are doing in Christ's cause,—to
call attention to subjects which, though
not perhaps immediately bearing on Church
work, have yet a direct influence upon the
well being of the community : Wwe wish, in
short, to make it a family magazine, one
to be looked for by young and old, one
that may be read with peculiar interest by
the Presbyterian, with pleasure by every
Christian. To do this as it ought to be
done, we must have the co-operation of our
friends, not merely in getting subscription-
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lists filled, although that is very essential,
but by sending communications of interest,
original papers, cither on religious or other
topics sutted for our pages, written in us
pleasing a style as possible, not dreich, we
have not much space at command if we are
to gve variety. Sabbath school superin-
tendents and teachers might surely write
occasionally on their own department: the
backwoodsman might give his experiences
of a bush life : the city man of his labours
amony the poor: the conveners of the va-
rious schemes might, now and then, give
some account of what difficulties or encour-
agements they meet with in their labours.
And if; with one heart and wmiud, we de-
termine to make I%te Presbyterian what it
should be, there is little doubt we shall
succeed.

A PROPER system for registering
births, marriages, and deaths, is much
wanted in the Province. We are aston-
ished that those on whom the burden is
thrown, should have so long submitted in
silence, to perform onerous duties for which
they receive no remuneration, and the non-
fultilment, or negligent performance of
which renders them liable in heavy penal-
ties. All clergymen or priests are com-
pelled by statute t) keep registers of the
baptisms and marriages at which they have
officiated, and of the funerals at which they
have attended in their official capacity. 1n
Lower Canada, these registers and duphi-
cates must be paid for out of the Church
funds, and considerable trouble has to be
incurred to have them authenticated by
the Judge of the Superior Court. In
Upper Canada, no provision is made for
more than one register, which must be sent
at the beginuing of each year to the officer
poiuted out by the act. In Lower Canada
the clergyman is bound o give a copy of
any entry in the register to any one de-
manding it, without fec, and for each and
every iufraction of the statute, he is liable
to a penalty of from eight to eighty dollars,
besides running the risk of having an
action of damages brought agaiust him.
In Upper Canada, neglect or refusal to
comply with the requircments of the act is
a misdemtanour, and punishable as such.

Passing over the injustice of throwing
upon a class of men, who are not, in gen-
eral, too well paid, duties and obligations
which they have uo right to be called upon
to perform at all, far less to do so gratui-
tously, we would ask seriously what possible
good can be derived from returns which
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must, of necessity, be of a most imperfect
character. For observe, it is not the births
which are to be registered, but the bap-
tisms. True, there is a provision made for
registering births in Upper Canada, but
that is only where there is no clergymnun
resident within reasonable distance of a
settiement. If a clergyman is to be found
within such reasonable distance, it would
seem as if the birth veed not be registered,
but only the baptism, which, however, may
never take place! Again, it is not the
deaths but the funerals which are to be regis-
tered, and of course, no clergyman can be
bound to record a funeral at which be has
not officiated. It appears as if our legisla-
tors thought it would not look well to be
without a system of registration, since
other countries had one; but, overcome by
the cffort of legislative wisdom, they could
go no further, and did not scem to know
that the information wanted must be full
and complete, to be of the slightest use.
‘The value of a proper system w. shall point
out in another article. The defects of the
present one are patent to all. Tuke up
the census, and glance at the names of the
various religious bodies, and it will be ap-
parent to the most unreflecting, that if the
returns are made only in cases in which the
services of ministers of religion are called
in, they must be quite fallacious. Yet on
these we must depend for our vital statistics.
Isit not the fact, that many young, middle
aged and old men are baptised, whose
parents were Baptists? Daes their birth
in the return date from their baptism ?
How are the children of those of no religion
registered 2 Have the Mennonites and
Tunkers (whatever these names may mean)
any form of baptism? Apply similar
questions to the other two points on which
information is supposed to be obtained,
and no one will have any hesitation in
making up his mind, that not oniy are the
requircments of the present registration
law an injustice, but that its results are
a farce.

A Society for the sanctification of the
Lord's Day has been lately formed at
G:neva, in Switzerland, on a basis which
m1y b2 worth consideration by the friends
of the Sabbath here. It is an endcavour
to extend th: orzuwizition beyond those
wha rezwed tae sanctification of the Sab-
bath in’its hizhest aspzst, and to include
in it those who look at it as a merely tem-
poral bene§t.  In pursuancs of this objec
the Comumittee determined to address themn



THE PRESBYTERIAN. 291

selves successively to all the various classes | foolish men conneccted with every church
of persons amoug whom the Subbath is | whose zeal without kunowledge only hurts
more or less revered, and to engage them ‘ the cause they advocate. The writer in
to form among themselves special Commit- | the organ of the other Presbyterian body,
tees to examine the abuses and investigate | signing himself J. McK., appears tobe one
the speeial remedies to be employed in each | of these.  His appurent satisfaction at the
business. The watchmakers and jewellers, ' “dying out,” as he terms it, of one of our
the most important trades in Geneva, were, | charzes in that district of the Province
first addressed, the masters were each per-, (which is untrue), says little for his pos-
sonally visited, and at a general meetinz & session of the spirit which ought to actuate
oalled by the special Committee a series of | Christian men. It is another instance of the
resolutions was passed by which those | breaking out of the unrenewed nature which
present pledged themselves to respect the | led the yet untaught disciple to say * Mas-
Sabbath themselves, have it respected by | ter, we saw one casting out devils in thy
their workmen, and that they should con- ! name, and we forbade him, because he
tinue to study all means of prowoting the | followeth not with us.” We trust the ad-
work. herents of our church :verywhere will
The other tradesmen were visited in a | shew a different disposition.
similar manner, and although some opposi-
tion, promoted, it is said, by the govern- | LAST month we called attention toa
ment, was manifested, yet, in the end, a | proposal for endowing a Memorial Profes-
serics of resolutions analagous to those | sorship in Queen’s University to the merits
passed by the watchmakers and jewellers | of its late Principal. We direct attention
was adopted with alacrity. The corre- | to a letter from Professor Murray, which
spondent of Christian Work from which | will be found iu the present number.  We
we bave condensed the above, adds ¢ Let | trust it will be seriously considered and
us obtain, in anyway soever, a day of acted upon.
rest, and we shall have lnid a foundation
for the religious influence of this day. | W areglad to see by an acknowledg-
Perhaps there may have been many failures | ment from the hbrar.m.n of Queen’s College,
in works of this kind conscquent on the | that so large an addition has been made to
attempt to perform a purely religious the library by gifts from friends throughout
work.” the Province and elsewhere. Every adhe-
Here, notwithstanding the unceasing | rent of our .Church must feel gr:}tiﬁed at
efforts made by Christians of every deno- | every addition to the means of improve-
mination, a lamentable desecration of the | went placed within reach of the students
Subbath still exists. Might we not take in that institution. Might we venture to
a hint from our Swiss brethren, extend throw out a hint to any who may be anxious
our basis, and at the same time, concen- | to see the Uuiversity Library placed on a
trate the efforts now weakened because | proper footing and who would desire to
divided. assist. A large number of rare and valu-
able works can, at present, owing to the
IF misrepresentations have been made, by | depreciation of American currency, be had
either friend or opponent, of the positior of | for a mere trifle, which at other times could
our Church in the Eastern Townships, we | be bought only at a great expense. Were
would simply counsel our Sherbrooke cor- | those who are desirous to beunefit the li-
respondent to let facts speak. We do not | brary to place in the hands of the Trus-
think it would tend to pood to insert his | tees even a small sum for this purpose,
letter.  He must remember that the: 2 are | much good would be the result.

Helos of our Ghurely.

Coxuigsiox or Stxop—TWe beg to remind 1 cording to adjournment, in the Senate Cham-
the wmembers that the Commission of Synod | ber ot Queen's College, on the 31st of August
will mectin St. Andrew’s Church, Montreal, | last. Letters were read from the Rev. William
on Thursdiay, the 3rd November, at noon, Snodgrass, and the Rev. John H. Mackerras,
accepting their appointments to the offices of
USIVERSITY IXTELLIGENCE ~— A meeting of the | Principal and Interim Professor of Classical
Trustees of Queen’s Unpiversity was held ac- I Literature respectively. Mr. Snodgrsss being
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present, subscribed the declaration required of
Trustees, and took his seat as a member of the
Board, agreeably to the provisions of the
Royal Charter. The meeting adjourned until
the 5th of October at half past two o'clock
P. M. On that day the Principal will be in-
stalled, and, it is expected, will open the
ensuing session with a public address in the
Convocation Hall. The classes in Arts and
Medicine commence on the following day,
when all intending students are required to be
present.

 Queen's College Bry.—Mr. Frank Hark-
ness, a Queen’s College Boy, has just passed
his competitive examination in London, for
the Indian Civil service. When it is remem-
bered that there were two hundred and seventy
—if we remember the numbers—and of whom
only forty passed, his success is very gratify-
ing. Mr. Harkness stands sixth on the list in
point of proficiency.—Kingston News.

Donations to the Library—Tune Curators of
the Library of Queen’s University have the
pleasure of acknowledging, with thaaks, the
receipt of the fullowing donations since the
close of last Session :—From Iler Majesty the
Queen, through His Excellency the Governor
General: “ The Principal Speeches and Ad-
dresses of His Royal Highness the Prince Con-
sort,” 1 vol. From Doctor H. Yates, 33 vols.
From University of Toronto: * Meteorological
Qbservations,” 3 vols, From Government of
Canada: “Census Returns,” 1 vol. From
TUhnited States Government: ! Patent Office
Reports,” 2 vols. From Synod: ** Acts and
Proceedings,” 2 vols. From Mrs. (Dr.) McGill,
Montreal, comprising valuable works on Theol-
ogy, the Classics, and a variety of other sub-
jects, 310 vols. From A. Drummoad, Esq.,
London, C.\V,, 10 vols.; also 15 valuable
Pamphlets. From John Lovell, Esq.,, Mon-
treal : 6 vols., besides several Pamphlets. From
McGill Cotlege : “ Calendar for 1864-5," 1 vol.
From late Principal Leitch: 4 vols.

GrorGe Porteovs, Librarian.

Kingston, September 13th, 1864.

PRrESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.—A pro r¢ nala
meeting was held in St. Andrew’s church, on
the 24th Angust, at which was read a letter
from the Rev. William Snodgrass, demitting
bis charge of St. Paul's, Montreal, in conse-
quence of his appointment to the Principalship
of Queen’s University and College The Pres-
bytery appointed the Rev. W. Darrach of St.
Matthew's, Montreal, to preach in St. Paul's,
on Sabbath following, and cited the congrega-
tion to appear for their interests at an adjourned
meeting of Presbytery on the 2nd ult.  The
Presbytery met again on the day last men-
tioned, when the citation was returned duly
served, and Messts. A. Ferguson and A. B.
Stewartappearcd on behalf of the congregatior,
and laid upon the table a resolution passed
unanimously, at a meeting of the congregation
of St. Paul's, held in their church on the 29th
August, in the following terms :—*“ That whilst
deeply regretting the severance of & connexion
which has subsisted between the Rev. William
Suocdgrass and the congregation of St. Paul's
church, as pastor and people, for a period of
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nearly eight years—a severance occasioned by
his appointment to, and acceptance of, the
Principalship of Queen's University and Col-
lege, Kingston—although the separation i3 to
them a painful one, this congregation cannot
but acquiesce in his acceptance of a position
so exalted, and one for which his talents so
eminently qualify bim, and in which he can be
so useful to the Church at iarge.” The mem-
bers present, and the parties appearing for the
congregation having expressed their views,
Mr. Snodgrass addressed the Court The Pres.
bytery then accepted the demission of Mr.
Snodgrass, released him from his charge, and
made an appointment for proclaiming hig
church vacant, on the first Sabbath of October,
Mr. Snodgrass undertaking the supply of the
pulpit in the meantime, and being authorized
to moderate in the Session, and perform what-
ever ministerial acts may be necessary. The
Presbytery further resolved to record their
appreciation of the talents and acquirerents
of Mr. Snodgrass, of his ability and succers in
the discharge of arduous duties, and of the
great interest always taken by him in any work
specially bearing upon the prosperity of the
Church, their congratulations on his being
called to the high and honourable position of
Principal of Queen's University and College,
Kingston ; their wishes that he and his family
may have much happiness in his new sphere,
and their prayer that his labours in trainicg
candidates for the ministry may be eminently
blessed, as also their deep sympathy with his
congregation on account of the vacancy caused
by his removal.

St. Pary's Cuvncy, MONTREAL—A meeling
of the Congregation was held on Monday even-
ing the 12th September to consider wbat steps
should be taken to fill up the vacancy caused
by the translation of the Rev. William Snod-
grass to Kingston. A committee was ap-
poiuted to act with the managers in this
matter. We are informed that the Committee
so chosen have elected William Darling, Esq.,
Chairman, and W, R. Croil, Esq., Secretary.

Frexcr Mission.—At the last monthly meet-
ing of the Montreal Ladies’ Auxiliary N. Geofl-
roy, Missionary, prescnted an interesting report
of his labours during the last two months. We
learn that he has visited 196 families, 16 of them
being Protestant, and these last he visited
nearly every week, reading, praying, and con-
versing with them on the way of salvation by
faith in Jesus Christ. He has distributed somo
copies of the Scriptures which, he says, he has
placed in good bands.  The effect of the truth
is manifest already. One woman has, by dili-
gent perusal of God's word, seen the errors of
Romanisma. She comes now to our Church,
listening attentively with an earnest desire for
wmore light. He mentions the case of another
woman, 8 Catholic,whom be had been visiting
for some time while she was sick. At first sho
had no desire to sec him, and said she knew as
much about the way of salvation as he did. He
spoke to her, however, of Christ and him cruc1-
fied. A fow days ago ho heard she was dying,
and called to see her.  Sho then wanted somo
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-one’to converse with her. He went to her bed-
side,and began to speak to berabout Jesusand
the way of salvation. This caused murmurs
and displeasure on the part of some Catholics
who were present. Finding it prudent toleave,
he shook hands with her,and spoke afew words
of consolation, teiling her to trust in the Sa-
viour with all her heart, and assuring her that
if she believed in Jesusand put all her hope in
him he would take her to be with him in glory
after death. Harving asked her to pray to God
and put all her trust in him sheanswered three
times. “Yes, I can and will trust in him.”
Having once more endeavoured to point out to
her the way to the Saviour, as much as the cic-
cumstances would permit, he left.  She died
the same evening, exclaiming, “He is coming,
He i3 coming.”

Mr. Geoffroy has opened a station for public
‘worship at Cote St. Paul, in the neighbourhood
of Montreal, where there is a small group of
Protestants, and where he intends having a fort-
nightly service. Many persons, both Catholic
and Protestant,visit him from the stationsin the
country where he formerly laboured, and he
vegrets that his means do not allow him to re-
ceive them as bospitably as he would like.
But he says, “My heavenly Master never
turned away any of those who came to him—
neither can I turn any away—I must endeav-
our to follow his footsteps.”

THE LATE ArcmBaALD PrTRIE, ESQUIRE.—
There have lived comparatively few men whose
death can justly claim any other memorial
than the tribute of a passing record. As
belonging however, to their number must
be meationed the subject of this obituary
notice.

Well known and respected in the very high-
est degrece by all classes of the community,
Archibald Petrie, Esq, lived a life of eminent
usefulness and unostentatious piety. For over
2 quarter of & century did he adorn the town-
ship of Cumberland, C. W, as her most prom-
inent benefactor. On the 25th day of August
last he departed this life at his residence, St.
Leounards, which is beautifully situated on the
southern bank of the River Outawa—leaving
in the community such a void as only the
removal of himself conld have created.

Mr. Petric was born in the parish of Holn
Kirkwall, Scotland, in the year of our Lord,
1790. Having in ecarly life enjoyed the advaa-
tages of a liberal education, he entered the
Royal navy as midshipman, and in due time
he was promoted to the rank of paymaster.
On retiring from active service, he emigrated
to Canada, and, forthwith scttled, about thirty
years ago, in the township of Cumberland, then
a complete wilderness. Soon afterwards he
marricd a daughter of Licutenant Colonel
Wilgress, of Lachine, who, with a family of six,
survives him to mourn over their sad bereave-
ment.  Being naturally of an encrgetic tem-
perament, and of great force of character, he
could not fail to exert a strong influence on
all who came within the sphere of his acquain-
taace. During the troubles through which
Canada was called to pass about this period,
Mr. Petrie attested the sincerity of his loyalty,
by promptly placing his servicos at the com-
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mand of his adopted country; and at the time
of his death, w2 understand, he held a commis-
sion ag Colonel in the militia

The goodness of his heart and his keea dis-
cernment soon ingpired all classes of the com-
munity with an implicit confidence, so that, for
a long series of years, he was the general
referee to all around him, in all matters touch-
ing their social and material well-being. The
wisdom and forbearance which he invariably
manifested in the discharge of his magisterial
functions, the tact which he displayed in
dealing with the tangled difficulties of muni-
cipal affairs, and the thorough, business-like
manner in which be conducted, as secretary,
the operations of the Agricultural Association,
cannot soon be forgutten. The several offices
which he filled may indeed find successors, yet,
nevertheless, his loss will be long and severely
felt.

Mr. Petrie was induced to act for some time
as representative in Parliament of the County
of Russell, but finding in political contention
lite’- that was congenial to his tastes, he soon
after returned to tiie quiet enjoyment of domes-
tic happiaess.

It is not, however, in the secular walks of
life that the deceased hasleft the widest Liank,
but in the Church militant. Animated by a
warm and intelligent attachment to the Church
of Scotlaud as a branch of the Church of
Christ, be was, doubtless, on his first arrival
in Cumberland deeply affected by the spiritual
destitution of the inhabitnuts.  Accordingly
he devoted himself with characteristic earnest~
ness to the securing of the means of grace,
without which no people can be pronounced
truly prosperous. This object seemed bence-
forth to be the grand end and aim of his
life. His influence, pecuniary, inteilectual,
and moral, was steadily put forth in this direc-
tion in the face of many obstacles and much
discouragement. Nor were his endeavours
regulated by merely local considerations, but
he cheerfully extended his influence likewise
to Buckingham, C. E., a township imme-
diately opposite on the north side of the
river, where he was the main instrument,
in the hands of an overruling Providence,
in ecstablishing Presbyterianism.  Having
been spared to a good old age, he was priv-
ileged to witness a very great change in the
condition of those among whom his lot had
been cast. Gradually the river was superseded
as the secttlers’ ghway of travel, by conve-
nient and well-constructed roads.  Schools in
process of time were multiplied, and churches
planted. And we are perhaps not far wide of
the truth, when we avo™ our belief, that the
two handsome churches—the one in Cumber-
land, and the other in the vitlage of Bucking-
bam, wherein large aud devoted congregations
of Presbyterians in connection with the Church
of Scotland now worship from Sabbrth to
Sabbath, may, in a sense, be regarded as mon-
uments of the munilicence, uutiring earnest~
ness and well-directed zeal of Archibald
Petrie.

For the long period of twenty years, had he
served as an clder in the charch in Cumber-
land, and but a few days before his death, he
had been re-elected for tho nineteenth time, to
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represent the United Sessions of Buckingham
and Cumberland in the higher church courts
for the current year. His fellow-wurshippers
will, on the Sabbath day, much miss bis familiar
form, his happy countenance, and his well
known voice us leader of their song of praise.
Although full of days, he retained to the last
the most healthful vigour both of body and
mind. And now that he is gone from among
us, we feel as those with whom he has often
taken sweet counasel, that we could ill spare
one in whom, while he lived, none could fail to
recognize the Christian—* the highest style
of man.” His end was peace; and, in testimony
of departed worth, his mortal remains were
accompanied to the ‘“ house appcinted for sl
living,” by the largest funeral procession
ever witnessed in the township of Cumberland.
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The writer, who has but recently been or-~
dained over the flock of which the deceased
was a member, bnd fond!y anticipated much
pleasure and profit in his jnstorate from inter-
course with him—from tl ¢ mature judgment,
from the wise and willing counsel of this good
man. But God had decreed it otherwise; and
assuredly it i3 not matter for regret that our
dearest friends drop off from communion with
the church below, to join the church trivaph-
ant in Heaven.

Let us earunestly hope that the mantie of
the departed may fall on many left behind
him, who, with the same unaffected piety, and
ardent attachment to our beloved Zion, may
endeavour to advance the cause he had so much
at heart.

Buckingham, Sept. 8, 1864.

Correspandence.

To the Editor.
THE MEMORIAL CHAIR IN QUEEN'S UNI-
VERSITY.

Sir,—1I beg permission to draw the at-
tention of your readers once more to a
proposal which you have already brought
before them in your last number. I believe
it essential to the attainment of whut is
proposed, that its claims should be clearly
brought before those who are able to carry
it out; but I believe at the same time that
it only requires its claims to be fairly
weighed in order to ensure it complete suc-
cess. The proposal to which I refer, is wo
establish a new chair in Queen’s University,
to be named after the late Principal Leitch;
and the following suggestions, though by
no means intended to embrace all the
olaims of that proposal, may at least com-
mend it to those who can contribute to-
wards its accomplishment.

Apart altogether from the propriety of |

retaining in  Queen’s University some
worthy memorial of the late Principal, it
ought not to be overlooked that the en-
dowment of a new chair must be of such
benefit to the University itself, that this
proposal may deservedly claim the support

of all who take any interest in the welfare |
Now in speaking of

of that institution.
that institution it should not be, though I
fear it 1s, nccessary to remind the readers

of thc Presbyterian, that it was founded

under the auspices and for the purposes
of the Scottish Church, and that it 1s the
only University on this continent which
may be regarded as representing peculiarly
the intellectual life of Scotland. Of course
the intellectual life of other countries
would continue to work in the educational

system of Canada, even though everything
that is peculiar in the mental character of
Scotchmen were withdrawn ; but is any one
prepared to say that the perfervidum ingen-
wum Scotorum, which was at one time so
cagerly sought after in the educational in-
stitutions of the Old World, is of no value
|- among the influences which are to educate
| the people of Canada into all that we hope
them to be?  Perhaps no country, in
! proportion to its population, has sent
i forth so great a number of men as have
gone out from Scotland to teach in the
highest departments of learning among
different nations; for there is scarcely a
. University in BEurope, whose philosophical
; chairs have not becen at one time occupied
' by Scotchmen. Now the centre which will
naturally gather around it all the higher
educational influences of the Scottish mind
in Canada, and from which these will radi-
ate into the general life of the Province,
i must be the University which has been
| established among us as_ the representative
i of Scotland; but to enable that institution
i to be all that Scotchmen should wish to see
. it, it must reccive from them that gener-
! ous support without which all academical
activity must of necessity be cramped, if
not cntirely paralysed.
i Itis not however, as the representative
of Scotland merely, that our University
claims special support from Scotchmen ; for
having been founded under the auspices of
our church, it is in a peculiar manner as-
sociated with Scottish Presbyterianism.
The form which the religious life has
assumed in sowe countries may not be
r garded as indissolubly woven into the
general life of the people; but it would be
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as impossible to understand the history of
Scotland apart from its Presbyterianism,
as to make that of the Jews intelligible
without taking their divine mission into
view. “The Scotch national character,”
says Thomas Carlyle, “ originates in many
circumstances ; first of all in the Saxon
stuff there was to work on; but next,
aud beyond all else except that, in
the Presbyterian Gospel of John Knox.”
This consideration suggests much, on
which I have no time to dwell here, with
regard to the present condition of Pres-
byterianism in Canada, and the manner
in which too many Presbyterians among us
are acting at the present day; but I cannot
help appealing to your readers, whether
they think that the religious life of Scotch-
men in general can ever be dissociated from
Presbyterianism,—whether they do not ra-
ther feel that Presbyterianism ought to be
clevated into one of the most influential
forces which are to work in nurturing that
race of men who shall form the future of
Canada. The influence, however, of any
religious community, both in its extent and
in its character, must depend, in a much
larger measure than is commonly supposed,
on the influence which its clergy are able
to exert among educated men; and that
again mast of course depend ou the means
which the candidates for the ministry pos-
sess, of obtaining such an educ-tion as will
keep them abreast of the intelligence of
their time. Now the establishment of a
new chair in the theological fuculty of our
College will operate in more ways than one
towards elevating the standard of education
among our clergy; for not only will it pro-
vide a more thorough training before they
enter the work of the ministry, but, by
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holding forth an additional academical situ-
ation to which they may aspire, it will help
to incite them to the study of theology as
a science, while they are engaged in the
practical duties of their profession.

I might, as a further motive for contri-
buting towards the propogsed endowment,
urge the necessity of another chair in order
to place the theological faculty on an effi-
cient footing; but the fact is, that several
additional chairs are required before our
University can be regarded as thoroughly
equipped, and many other considerations
might be adduced to support the claims
of the present proposal. I can further refer
herconly to the very appropriate suggestion,
that the new chair should be associated with
the name of the late Principal Leitch, as a
memorial of his connection with the Uni-
versity ; and to those who were interested
in_the plens by which he was striving to
raise our College and Church to the posi-
tion which they ought to occupy in the
Provinee, to those who feel that his career
among us, surrounded as it was with so
much to aw.ken our pity and regret, de-
serves to be commemorated by some worthy
monument, I am certain that this sugges-
tion will appear to be most opportune.

I shall Le delighted if these remarks
succeed in drawing the attention of any of
our people to the proposal which they are
intended to advocate; and I shall indeed
be disappointed if a scheme, which might
be carried out at so little sacrifice, should
fuil from want of that spirit which we may
reasonably expeet to meet with in Scotch-
men and in Presbyterians.

I awm, Sir, your cbedient servant,

Joux C. Murray.
Queen’s College, 15th Sept., 1864.

Articles Communicated.

LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL. i
Parr 1L

1t is very difficult to fix with any de-
gree of accuracy the chronologzy of the
early annals of Paul's apostleship.  We do
not know exactly at what time he left
Jerusalem for Tarsus, nor how lonz be
remainel there; but if we may reccive the
narrative of the Acts as presarving a strict ‘
ordar, eveats of very great importance to
the church had taken place during his ab-
sence in Cihicia. A great door and effect-

ual” had been opened to the Gentile world
in the reception by the Apostle Peter of
Cornelius and his houschold, to the privi-
leges of Christian disciples. But the con-
version of Cornelius was a typ: and sym-
bol of & general movement, for 1t was almast
immediately succeaded by intellizence that
a sunilar change was operating mush more
wid:ly in other pliwces. Som: Hllenistic
Jews, “wm:n of Cyprus and Cyrene,” who
had received Christianity, visited Antioch
and had sprken to Gre:ks of J-sus, and
the Divine Spiritso blessed the word spoken,
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that ¢ a great number believed and turned
unto the Lord.” On the tidings of these
things reaching the church at Jerusalem,
Barnabas was sent on a special mission to
Antioch. In his hand the work grew,
and many were added to the church. He
felt the need of assistance, and remember-
ing the zeal and energy of Paul, he went
himself to Tarsus te seck him.

We do not know how our Apostle had
been engaged since he had retired from
Jerusalem, but we cannot suppose that he
had been idle, and we may well believe that
some of those Christian kinsmen, whose
pames are handed down to us,were, through
his influence, now gathered into the church
of Christ. Tarsus may have been only the
centre of his labours, and it is very pro-
bable that some of those churches which
are afterwards mentioned as in Syria and
Cilicia were founded at this time. Saul
was no doubt engaged in some such work
when Barnabas came to seek him: he did
not delay however to return with him to
Antioch, to assist in building up the church
there.

Antioch, once the capital of the Greek
kings of Syria, and then the residence of
the Roman governors of the province, was
situated on the river Qrontes, about fifteen
niiles from its mouth ; it was a city of com-
mercial importance, as the valley of the
Orontes formed one of those passes through
which the products of the open country
behind Lebanon were conveyed to the sea-
board, while it had large communications
with the trade of the Mediterranean
through its harbour Seleucia. It was
adorned with magnificent temples, and col-
onnades, and beautiful gardens, and was
attractive to both Greeks and Romans, from
its pleasant situation and delightful climate,
and it became noted as the castern centre
of Greck fashion and Roman luxury. The
readers of Gibbon may remember his por-
traiture of the dissolute character of its
inhabitants, and of the licentious attract-
ions of the grove of Daphnae, which was
a short distance from the city.

And in this beathen city, the first Gen-
tile church was founded, and «he disciples
of Christ were first called Christians.
The people of Antioch were noted for their
scurrilons wit, and their invention of
names of derision, and it cannot be doubted
that the name Christian was adopted as a
term of ridicule and contempt, however it
may since have become associated with
glory and honour. In this city Paul and
his companion laboured for a whole year
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with some success, and only left it to carry
relief from the disciples in Antioch to the
brethren who dwelt in Judea. That the
famine predicted by Agabus did actually
prevail, we gather from Josephus; but a
calamity more severe about the same time
fell upon the church, for Herod the king
“killed James the brother of John with
the sword,” and Peter was castinto prison,
and would doubtless have suffered the same
fate had not Herod himself died.

The occasion and circumstances of the
king’s death are related by the author of
the Acts, and by the Jewish historian, and
this coincidence in their narratives affords
us one of those dates by which we are
enabled to fix approximately the period of
some of the events in the life of our Apos-
tle. Herod died on the 6th of August, in
the year 44, and it was at the close of this
same year, or in the beginning of 45, that
Barnabus and Saul came to Jerusalem with
the offering from the disciples of Antioch,
and they apparently found Peter released
from his iwprisonment. They did not
linger long in Jerusalem, but returned to
Antioch, accompanied by another helper,
“John whose surname was Mark.” The
church in that city must have been now
assuming the proportions and form of an
organized body ; but Antioch was peculiarly
connected with other countries, both Greek
and Roman, and the church,actuated with
the principles of Christian love, as well as
in the fulfilling of the Divine command,
seems to have been desirous of extending the
Christian movement. In accordance with
an injunction through the Holy Ghost,
Barnabas and Saul were set apart for the
missionary work. A fast was appointed,
prayers were offered, and having laid their
hands on them they sent them away.

The island of Cyprus, which lay buta
short distance from the Syrian coast, and
was the home of Barnabas, was the
first point of their destination. Here
there were a large number of Jews, and
though the miscion was chiefly to the
Gentiles, Barnabas and Saul always first
addressed themselves to the Jews, and the
Synagogues. They visited the two princi-
pal cities of theisland, Salamis and Paphos,
which though situated at opposite extremi-
tics, and about one hundred miles apart,
were yet connected by a good Roman road,
so that the apostles would havelittle difficulty
in accomplishing the journey. Paphos
was the restdence of a Roman proconsul,
which officc was then filled by Sergius
Paulus, who had apparently come under the
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influence of Jewish teaching.  On learning
of the arrival of the Apostles he had sent
for them, ““and desired to hear the word

of God.” At that period, which was char- |
acterised by the low state of religion and
philosophy, and a strong inclination to the
occult sciences uf the BHast, fanatical im-

postors had acquired great influence in very

many places; one of these aJew “ Klymas

the Sorcerer, had attached himself to Ser-
gius Paulus,” and when Barnabas and Saul
visited Paphos, attempted to dissuade the
pro-consul from the faith, but was scruck
with miraculous blindness by Saul. This
miracle, and the teaching of the Apostles,
seem to have had a happy effect on the
mind of the pro-consul, and he yielded to
the evidence of the truth. A very peculiar
change now marks the narrative of' the Acts,
for the name Paul is substituted for Saul,
and he henceforth takes the precedence of
Barnabas, but we are left to conjecture the
cause of the change of name, as to whether
it was a mark of respect for his distin-
guished convert Sergius Paulus, or was the
Gentile form of the Hebrew Saul, which
the Apostle adopted on the occasion of this
his first missionary journey to theGentiles,
This last supposition scems to us the most
reasonable, though Jerome and Augustine
among the ancients, and Olshausen,Meyer,
and Ewald among later writers hold the
other view. The city of Paphos is situated
on the western coast of the island, and no
doubt the Apostles soon found a ship in
port ready to sail for some town in Pam-
phylia which lay almost over against them,
and having embarked they crossed to
Perga.

INDIA AND OUR JUVENILE MISSION.

Tbe bistory of the congquest and occupation
of India, by the British, has no parallel in the
annals of the world. The birth of & power so
vast, its fiest gradusl growth, its frequent
carlier reverses, its sudden advance under
Clive, the nature ¢f its government, the dis-
tance from whence its operations were con-
ducted, and the obscurity of those from whom
all orders cmanated,—may yet give rise to
graver and more serious objections as to its
reality, than any we have yet scen brought
agaiost the truth of the Gospel narratives.
Establishing themselves by permission of the
pative princes, in a humble mud factory, on
the site now occupied by Calcutta, ¢ the city
of palaces,” the East India Company, through
their mercantile agents, carried on a trading
Dbusiness in every part of Bengal, to which they
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could obtain admission. Gradually increasing
their business, and employing a force of armed
zen to defend their property from petty preda-
tory attacks, they became at last of so muck
impurtance as to render their aid valuable to
one or other of the native rulers in the con-
tinual little wars in which these were engaged.
Territory and increased power wrre thus
gained, until, alarmed at their growing impor-
tance, an attempt, which almost proved suc-
cessful, was made to drive them out of the
country. But, fortunately for British supre-
macy, there was an absence of all concentrited
power and regular government, the Mahome-
danaund Hindoo powers had broken their forces
against onc another, and, although in 1720,
the French had appeared as rivals on the same
field, the company was able to stand its ground.
The French first led the way in brilliaut polit-
ical success, yet, having little aptitude for
trade, and their efforts conscquently not being
backed by equal resources, nor by the same
support from the mother country, that mastery,
which at one time, in all human prebability,
would have been theirs, slipped from their
grasp, and now, with the exception of one or
two comparatively small and unimportant
stations, more important politically than com-
mercially, they have no footing in India.
Mainly to the successes of Lord Clive, may be
traced the existence of British Empire in India.
Having taken possession of the productive
provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, these
formed at once the base of military operations
and the source of revenue to maintain present,
and extend future conquests. It is improbable
that from either south or west could a way to
empire have been forced, but the provinces
we have named were ichabited by an indus-
trious, but unwarlike population, ruled over by
a race of usurpers, weak, debauched, and
tyrannical. Mr. George Campbell, in bis Modern
India and ils Government, pudblished in 1832,
estimates the extent of territory then held by
the East India Cumpany at 626,176 square
miles, with a population of 101,062,916, all
acquired and administered without impo.ing
any charge on the national treasury. Subse-
quent annexation bas largely added to tbis
estimate. In 1833 the monopoly came to an
end by the non-renewal of the company's com-
mercial cbarter, and finally the double and
complex form of government which had exis-
ted for many years ceased at the time of the
mutiny, the whole territory under British
dominion passed immediately to the Crown,
and its affairs are now administered by a de-
partment of the Imperial government.
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But our purpose now i3 more particularly
to consider the policy of the indian govern-
ment as affecting the spread of Clristian
truth.  And looking at its history from this,
we find s painful contrast to the view pre-
sented from the other side. Yiewed in one
aspect, we find our countrymen pressing for~
ward, meeting, it is true, with reverses, many

of them apparently fatal, but still adrancing, ;

antil from the position of humble supplianis
for a spot of ground on which to *rect a store-
house, ther have at last become the lords and
masters of nearly two hundred million subjeets.
Viewed in another aspect, we see them yielding
to the influence of the heathen around them,
and forsaking the God of their youth, and
despising every monition of conscience, plung-

ing into every form of licentionsness, their .

greater powers of intellect only inciting them
1o greater cxcesses. Nor i3 this wonderful.
Sent when young, away from every restraining
influence, and cxpoused to the tempiations
arising from their position as superiors
among =a fawning, supple, sensual  and
degraded race, the policy the East India
Company putsucd, scemed designed to
prevent them from cver leoking bevond
the present life!  Missionaries were rigidly ex-
cluded from its territorics, lest a word should
be spoken distasteful to its idolatrous subjects;
11§ serrvants, civil and military, were prohib-
ite?, under pain of dismissal, from tampering
with the religions belief of the natives: no
Christian church was built, but temples,
mosqucs, the shrines of idols,and the roads used

|
i
!

i
!

by the pilgrims who resoried to them, were |

taken in charge. heautified, repaired and kept
up, and, in cases in which the fands belonging
o the temples, &c., were not sofficient, grants
were made from the pablic treasury, so that,
we are assuved by credibic evideace, Hinduism
is externally in 2 much more flonrishing con-
dition now than it was a hundned yea=s apo.
The whole detatls connected with temple wor-
ship, engaging of pricsts, Le., were directed
by goverament officizls, and by their hands
every salary was paid.  In Madrss presidency
in 1842 the amount for idal warship passing
through the hands of these officials was £120,.
000 sterling.  Nar, deeper and deeper still, it
beeame the practice for one of the Rritish ofS-
cials to htad the annual procession of Jogger-
aaat, waring his hat in the air and shoatiag,
“ Victery toduggernant.” Allthis was done to
conciliate the natives, with what cfcet let the
great motiny teil.

Bat the clonds began to brezk in the east,
23d the dawn of trathasose.
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A few Christian officers, rather than submit
to violate their consciences by appearing with
their troops to do honor to idolatry, determined
to send in their resignation. Among others
Sir Peregrine Maitlund, Commander-in-Chicef
of the Madras Presidency, gare up £15,000 »
year, and withdrew from an hounorable and
lucrative position at the call of duiy. These
were sowe of the fiest acts which, after the
Iapse of several years, led to the dissolution of
all conncction between the government and
idolatry.

The narrow and exclusive policy of the East
Iudie Company twith reference to European
colonization has been frequently censured.
Yet we would not wish they had acted other-
wise. Their object was to binder men, un-
trammeclicd by connection with the company,
from becoming rivals in wrade, and from form-
iag and expressing opinions as to their proceed-
ings. But, in 3 way not contemplated, this
course has kept up the prestige of our name,
has caused a constant influx of new blood, for
no man cver thought when going to India of
making it his home, and has thus kept the
ruling class there from degradation. Decceit.
falschood, perjury, licentiousness, and impu-
rity are deep seated in the hearts and onealy
shicwn in the lives of the natives, and it would
hase been imposs:ble for the children of colo-
nists to have escaped corruption. Perjury is
a business, and in law suits where large sums
are at stake, the cridence of a European would
be bought at almost any price. A gentleman,
long in India, has told us that the oniy man
born of Eurapean parents, whom he cver knew
so to disgrace himsclf was one born and reared
in India. Well cducated and following a liberal
profession, his sensc of nonour and honesty
had sunk to the level of the hesthen among
whem he wac nursed. It is not for the health
of the bods only that the children of Enropean
parents are seat from India while yet infants.
There ate healthresorts there suitadle to the
constitution of Europeans; bat worse than
bodily sickness or dehility, the fonl leprosy of
whe soud attacks them there. Riad, wamm-
Yiearted and affectionate, the Axah ot native
nurse laves her infant charge deatly,and shows
him among her friends with more than apareat’s
pride. Mol death is the -esult. Unclean
words, obscene acts, petty thefis followed by
falschood, cheating and cunaingly coacsaling
it fram their mastens while boasting of it anongy
thei~ fellows, overy art of trickesy,—all those

" imparities whick flow fromthe worship of gods

. whase every altribute is impurity, are imbibed

*
1

by the child. Withont some change ia the
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method of bringing up the children, we dread | poor and despised, what can we ever hope to
the system of colonization now being intro-  giin by their means? In cleaning engines cot-
duced. How can this change be effected ? ftis  tun waste is used and then thrown aside.  But
not probable that the colonists would enguge saturated with oil, it lies neglected, and un-
European nurses, even if a sufficient number  thought of, till, bursting into & blaze, it may
could be obtained. The Aynhs would still te  spread conflagratioa aud ruin on every side.
emploved, and to raise up a class of native  And, filled with the unction of the Holy Spirit,
Christians, to convert the women cf India and  ¢ur Indian orphans, neglected #nd overlooked
fit them for their duty, must be ourendeavour. | by the great and powerful, may be carrying on
They, more than the parents, have the mould- | a work which will one day burst forth into a
mg of the infant mind. If their hearts are blaze, not to burn up and destroy, but toitlumi-
right towards God, how great a step is gained.  nateand <heer, to bring furthlight out of dark-
And this is part of the task upon which the ness, to make manifest to the peor, beaighted
Juvenile Mission of our church has entered. . heathen that road which leads to life cternal.
Weak and contemptible in the eyes of men as | God grant it may be so.
the cffort may seem as opposed to the work to Can we not also do something to forward
to be done, who can say what good it may not | the work ? At least when our prayvers ascend
acomplish? These few poor orphans brought on high, shall there not float up with them to
ap in Christian light, show but u feeble glim- . the throne of the Eternal one petitionfor a bless-
mer in the spirituai darhness which every-  ing to descend on the labours of those engaged
where surrounds them, only making the dark- 1 in the work carricd on in our Indian Orphan-
ness visible.  Without standing, without caste, ' age. B.

Lofices any Behuetus.

DramaTis PERsoxs: By Rabert Browa- I intellizible. Was it not * Sordello™ that led
ing. Roston: Ticknor & Ficlds. Mon- { J+rro!d to fear his mind was giving way.
treal: Dawson Brothers. 1S64. We may tell the story as we remember it
Tt may be laid down, as a general rule, | Jermld, who was in ill health from over

that a trac pict never, all at once. wins | study. had been =ant to the sea side, with

the heart of his coantrymen. It nay hap- l orders from his 1nedical adviser to give up
pen that a poem, struck out red hot from | readinz for a time. Durinx his wife's
the passion of the hoar. may so fall in with , absence one day he picked up ¢ Sordello.”

the ruling thousht of the natisn, that ane | " On her return she found him much agitated,;
mqrrinvv the author may rise up to find hc thrust the book into her hand QSL!D"
himself famous. Bat this is the cxception. 1 her to read it.  After a little, she ]°0k¢d

Such sudden popalority. like the quick ! up. and said, Why! this is ‘sribberish.

growing wiliow, is api ta be short lived.  With a sigh of relief Jerrold said. “ Thea

Thc trae poct 1s moare like our own mnp]c * T am not mad There is nouun;' like this

tree. Summer and winter must come and | in the work now before us.  Even thase of

zo. and, when the time of maturity arrives ; the paems which, at first sizht, seem to .bc
with its cald nights of trial. and iis warm, | 2 vain stringing of words tegether, will,
brief, glimpsas of sunshine, when the irn | like ane of Tumner’s grand pictares, reveal
has entered and pierced through the outer | 3 world of beanty on acloser examination.
husk of life,—then, aad not till then, do we | And often, just below the surface, if we
look for the rich treasury of sweotness have p:uioncc to loak for il, ma; be found
stored up in the heart of him whase fame | 3 mine of thanght, subtle analogies, touches
is to endurc.  And, with all his faalts, we | of trae tenderness.  Can our readers not
believe Robert Brov:n.n" to be a truc poct. feel the dapth of ST for the dead, tea-

His works have crept slowly into public | derness for the living. ruth for the owers,

favour. His thoughts deep, and shewing | sympathy for the voung hearts yet loving

a keen and subtle insizht into the workings | and hoping that pereade his

of human nature, require, at times, a mare .

careful study to detest their truth and | MAY AND Drarm

beauty than t}\c majority of readers ‘lhm_k Charles, there had died aloag with you

they have ldsure for.  Ofen, t00, his| Three pasts of spring's delightfal thiogs;

thonghts are obscure, sometimes even un-|{ Ay, and, for me, the fourth part too.
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A foolish thought, and worse, perhaps!
There must be many a pair of friends

Who, arm in arm, deserve the warm
Moon-births and the long evening-ends.

So, for their sakes, be May still May!
Let their new time, as mine of vld,
Do all it did for me: I bid
Sweet sighs nnd sounds throng manifold.

Only, oze little sight, one plant,
Woods bave in May, that starts up green, :
Saze a whole streak which, so to speak, !
Is spring’s blood, spilt its leaves between,—
That, they might spare; a ceriain wood
Might miss the plant; their loss were small:
But 1,—whene'er the leaf grows there,
It’s drops come from my heart,—that's all.

We extract, and we have done, 2 beauti-
ful idea from the few verses

Ox THE CLIFF.
And the rock lay flat
As an savil's face:
No iron like that! .
Baked dry: of a weed, of a shell, no trace:
Sunshine outside, but ice at the cure,
Destl’s altar by the lone shore.
On the rock, they scorch
Like a drop of fire
From a brandished torch,
Fell two red fans of a butterfly ¢
No turf, no rock, in their ugly stead,

Sece, wonderful bluc and red!

Is it not so

With the minds of men?

The level and low,

The burnt and bare in themselves ; but then
With such 2 bluc and red grace, not theirs,

. i
Love setiling unawares :

The longer poems will not yicld extracts.
They must be pondered over as a whole. |
Robert Browning will take his place among
thosc whase works will not perish with this
generation.

JANADA MEnicar Jotrrxaln axp MoxnTti-
LY Recorb op MEebICAL AxDh Streat-
CAL XCIENCE. Montreal, edited by G.
E. Fenwick, M.D.;and F. W. Campbell,
M.D, L.R.C.P.L.: John Lovell, prin-
ter.

This periodical, of which we have re-
ceived the first three numbers, made its ap-
pearance in July last. lts design is to sup-
ply to medical practitioners the ineans of
publishing their observations on important
cases, and thus of advancing the cause of
mcdical scienee, which is the cause of hu-
manity in general. A periedical having
such an object in view is deserving of 2
special welcome, provided its character be
it keeping with its views.  Weare much
plcased with the cditorial management,and -

i can

* ment.

. that must be done before.
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wish it all success. Iven the general
reader, who cares to spend three dollars per
annum upon it, will gleun much useful in-
formation from its pages.  We cheerfully
place it on the list of our exchunges.

Tue Nowrurrx Kixepoy. By a Colo-
nist. Dawson Brothers: Montreal.
This is a neatly got up brochure of eih-

. teen pages, containing some considerations

on the future of the British North Ameri-
Colonies. While bLelieving that the
writer exaguerates the influence of such
men as Goldwin Smith, who 1s voluminous,
rather than luminous, yet we feel that ther
influence, whatever it may be, is evil aud
may some day lead to bad results. The
style of @ Colunist 1s casy, his arguments
well put, and many of his conclusions

worthy of serious counsideration.

STATUTES oF Canany, 1S64.

1We have reeeived the Statutes of Canada

* for 1864, the result of the last session of

Parliament.  Notwithstanding the unfor-
tunate position of the twwo great political

. parties throughout almost the whole of the

period during which the House sat, a lurge
number of uscful measures have become
law. A very important change has been
made in the duties of the Audit Depart-
Herctofore it has been the practice
to audit the accounts affer paymnent. now,
The financial
year which formerly ended on the 31st of
December, is now to end on the last day of
June, so that hefore the appropriation for
ono year. is exhausted, another has been
voted. We trust these changes will suve

" us from hearing many of these accusations

which have dene so much to lower the name
of our public men both at home and abraad.
An Act respecting insolvency, long desired
by the mereantile community, has at last

. become Jaw; and a crowd of private bills,

chicfly Acts of Incorporation for mining
Companices, have found a place in the Stat-
utc Book. A short act, mving powers to
congregations, to appaint suceessors to Trus-
tees on Church properts, will remove some
of the inconvenivnees of which some of our
people have had to complain.

Ser1a15.— We have received Chambers’
Journal for August, which it is almest

_superfluous to praise. Good Words for Sep-

tember ; 2 vary readable number. Oswald
Cray scems to be drawing to aclose, and the
interest is well sustained.  The interesting
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sketches from Italy are continued; this
number being illustrated with great spirit.
In general we cannot give this magazine
much credit for its fine art department.
“ At the sepulchre ” is a wictched speci-
men of how the new plan of drawing from
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wooden models works. Sunduy at Home,
all that could be desired. Good News, the
lome and Foreign Record of the Canadu
Presbyterian Church, the Cunadian Inde-
peudent, and various other publications are
received.

@he Churches amd fheir Hisstons.

ScorLasn.—The Reverend Thomas Wilsor,
Minister of Hagys, has recently died at so
early age. A correspondent of the Glasguw
Herald pays a high tribute to his wurth asa
successful labourer in Gud's vineyard, and as
onc who would assuredly have risen to cmi-
nence in the Church of Scotland. He was
trained under the Ministry of the lac: Dr.
Muir of St. James'. After being licensed he
was appointed assistant to the Reverend Mr.
Brown of Hutherglen, whenee he went to
Haggs, where he Inboured up to the date of
his death on the 30th August last.

The Joint Committee on Union of the Free
and the United Presbyterian Churches held
o meeting a few days ago. In accordance
with the resolutions passed at their respective
Synods, deputations of the English Presbyte-
riansand of the Reformed Presbyterians(kuotwn
in Scotland as the Cameronians) attended the
mecting, and cxpressed their wish to eater
into arrangements for a general union of all
the churcbes. The presence of those deputa~
tions was hailed with great pleasure by the
original commitice. The members then pro-
ceeded to the conmsideration of the various
points submitted to them. It wili be remem-
bered that at their former mecting differences
prevailed respecting the powers of the civil
magistrate in matters of religion. It was,
thercfore, with much pleasure they found, after
a full and free interchange of opinion, that no
difference whatever prevailed on those doc-
trines which constitute the marrow of Chris-
tianity—thosec on the fall of man, on sin and
its punishment—on God’s covenant with man,
and on Christ as the Mediator between God
and man. The committee then adjourncd till
November next.—Ecaagelical Christendom.

Dr. Dafl, the eminent Missionary,has been re-
called from India by the unanimous voice of
the church to which he belangs to assume the
dutics of Convener of the Committee on
Alissions. His first public appearance in Scot-

land, since his return, took place on the 10th of .

August. From the Edinbargh Daiiy News we
leatn that he thea delivered a loag and eloguent
speech, some points in which we briefly indi-
cate. Referting first, very touckingly, to the
many blanks made among his friends since he
bad last been in Scotland, he expressed his
regret that he could not have ended bhis dife in
God's service in India.  To take him from that
scene of his labours was like tearing up by the
roots by the force of & tornado aa old tree that
had grown and spread in onc spot for years.
Bat it was God's will,and he designed 2o teach

us, by painful processes of this kind, the great

lesson of how little he needs any man or any

man’s work. He sketched the History of the

Foreign Missivaary Movement in the Churchi of
Scotland before, and in the Free Church since,

the separation, urging Christians to remember
that Missions must grow or perish, and that
those especially to the heathen require year
after year a constantly increasing expenditure.
If not prepared for tins, then Christians must

cease to pray for the cxtension, expansion. and
increase of Christ's kingdom.  As shewing
the nccessity for bringing Missionary subjects
prominently forward, he spoke of the day on
which by request he had gone to the new Col-
lege 0 address the Students in Theology on
his favorite topic. Many then came forward
to offer their services: wost of them were -
cepted, and two of them, at least, bad gone to
their rest in the ficld of their labours.  Many

interesting details of the position of Presbyter-
inns in South Africa were lnid before the meet-
ing. And,shewing thatnot onc of the Presbyter-
ian bodics is, separately, strong cnough to form
an independentChurch there, he exhorted to Un-
jonin that region. It was impressed on his mind
as an absolute necessity, so that all Presbyter-
inns who held by the grand standard of the

Westminster Confession of Faithmight join to-
gether, and let minor distinctions go. Abroad
they all felt that there were simply two ex-
tremes to be avoided, indiscriminate rigidness,
and indiscriminate laxity ; holding out the
right hand of fellowship to all who hold Ghrist
as the head, and have his image upon them on
the onc side, and utterly repudiating on the
other the false liberalism which would scem to
wink at essential error. InSouthAfrica the great
majority of the ministers of theDutchChurch are
sound and orthodox to the core. Many of them
are Scotchmen,which may in part nccount forit.
Whatever the reason the fact was as he had sta-
ted. Referring to the trial of Bishop Colenso at
CapeTown he said thatif the volume ofaddresses
delivered on the occasion by the digaitaries of
the Church of England were to come into the
hands of Preshyterinn Ministers they would as-
tonish them by their soundness,largencess of vierw,
anl their strengih of orthodoxy on the great
' fundamental points of the Christisn faith. The
| impression left on his mind by the trial of
. Rishop Colenso, at which hie was present, his
. intense fecling was that here have been the
" foundations of our Christian faith assailed by
. this unhappr man. If these nre gone wE Are
' all gone together. It would be like siriking
. down the pillars of the temple, like blotting the
 sun out of the solar system.  And thercfore
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he felt that all true Christizxn men should |
rally round those who, cut off from the great
world of Christendom are, in South africa,
maintaining the great truth of God on its an- |
cient foundations.  With regard to the general
question of Missions he saw no ground for dis-
couragement ; God will remove the oceans of
difticultics and mountains of impossibulities
which may seem to be in the way and then
shall be realised that bright and glorions con-
summation of the sighings nod lungirgs aud as-
pirations aad desires of the Church militant
throughout all ages of time, and in ull regions
of the world.

ExcrLayp.—An idea may be formed of the
spirit and liberality of Wesleyan Methadists,
from the statistics of new chapels. Since the
Conference of 1863, 273 cases have passed the
cominittee; 124 chapels, costing £26,662;
36 organs, (horror of Scotch Presbytery !) :
£5,992; other cases £8,418, making & tial of |
£205,900 (51,029,500, an iancrense of 34 chap-
elsand £72,741. The entire cost of all the
erections and cnlargements completed during
the year was £133,771. Uunng the last ten
years, debis of chapels amounting tomore thau
half a million sterling have been paid off!
Add to this, the jubilee fund which is far on to
two hundred thousand pounds (£189,285,) col-
lected this year. If our Presbyterianism were
half so animated or so coacentrated, what a
force it would be! We envy not our Wesleyan
brethren their wonderful success, but they
read us a lesson that should make us hang
down our heads in shame, and Lift them up
again sudderly and eagerly to a noble rivalry.

Acstiatia.~The renewed attempt of the
representatives of the Presbyterian churches
to expedite the censummation ot the long-
souglbit-union, has awakened varied feehings,
and bas met with some obstruction.  In Sran-
gelweal Caristendom for Februars, the union is
spoken of as already consmmmated in regard
10 the more important sections of the denomi-
nation. But, in fact, the work has not as yet
goac beyond this, that the synods correspond-
ing with the Established and Free Churches
of Scotland respectively, and the United Pres-
byterian congregation, have agreed 10 unite on
terns to which the majority n cach of these
vodics have assented. But befure the synods
and congregation act on the rccommendations
of the Conference, and wake the promised
univn a facy 1wo questions present themsclves
for dccision, about which the partics to the
pending negotiation are not sufficiently unani-
mous to go forward. These questions are @ (1)
Shall the Synod of New South Wales and the
isolated Presbyterians be now invited to jon |
in the Conference, 1o which nany think they
ought to have been catlea at the outset 7 Aund
(2), Shall the conditions embodicd in the Basis
be so modificd as without abandosming any
principle already recognised in the negocia-
tions, to remove obstaclies aut af the way of !
some seasitive Free Church Highlanders 7 We
arc very anxious to avoid one sorrowful result -
of Presbyterian union in the sister colony of
Victoria—the repulsion of tivo small pasties of .
conscicatious brethren, whose continucd 150- -
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lation mars to some degree the joy and strength
of the union. No definite official steps can
now be tuken bere unti! November, when tbe
synods again meet. 'We bope the delay may
serve to forward the attainment of a compre-
hensive and cordial union that will last il
the Millennium.— Evangelicul Christendom.

Ispia.—A retrospect of twenty-one years'
Iabour in Tinnevelly, by the Rev. J. T. Tucker,
of the Church Misstonary Sveiety, brings out
the folluwing fucts. During that perwed he
has received from heathenism and Romanism
3,160 souls ; he has witnessed the voluntary
destruction by the worshipgers of upwards of
furty devil temples, with ull their idols ; and
he has cstablished sixty schools, and built
sixty-six churches of various dimensions.
There bave been, of late, sowe discouragement,
arising from cases of immorality, snd {rom the
refusal to submit to church discipline; and
from a revival, amoag some of the people, of
heatbenish practices, traceable to the prophecy
that a certain demigod is coming to destroy
the English Government, and restore Hindooism
in its integrity. But whilc this is the state of
things in some places, generally speaking the
people were never so disposed to listen to the
preaching of the Gospel. The increasing
liberality of the native Christians is regarded
as the most encouraging feature 1n the work.
 In almost every village where I have held a
missionary meeting,” writes Mr. Tucker, * there
has been a goodly increase in the collections.”
—Ibud,

Fraxce~I have already mentioped to your
readers the schisin which broke out in our old
Protestant Bible Socicty. The majority of the
committee belonged to the ralwonalist or liberal
party. Thesc gentlemen violently attacied
our ancient and vencrable versions of the Scrip-
tures. They pretended that they were filled
with contradictions and faults of language.
To remedy this, they proposed to circulate s
translation made at Geneva, in 1835—a work
inspired by the spirit of Sacinianism, or Uni-
tariznism, which is now dominant in the city
of Calvin. This is not all. The same mem-
bers of the committee have announced R new
version of the books of Scripture, the iransla-
tion of which has heen entrusted to young,
unknown men.  Thus, the Holy Word of God,
de<igned to quicken our souls and to edify our
familics in connesxion with the domestic altar,
is given up 10 the caprice and arbitrary icter-
pretation af the first comer!

Itis evident that men of piety and serious
purpouse could not co-operate in such under-
winkings. They gave in their resignation, and
established & new institution, the name of
which is the Bidle Soriely of France. The first
two rules deserve to be given at length :—

¢ 1. The Bible Sacicty of France is founded
on belief in the Divinc inspiration of tbe Holy
Scriptures, and in their infallible autbority in
matters of religion.

# 2. The French versions circulated by the
society are, for the present, those of Ostervald
and Martin, without the Apocrypha.  1f, how-
ever, the majority of the churches demand
ather faithful versions, these may bedistributed
by the socicty.”
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There are here, as you see, two important
things : first, an explicit profession of belief in
the wspiration and authority of the Bible ; and,
secondly, an engagement to distribute only
authorised versions, or fuithful translations,
which may be asked for by the majority of the
chrurches.  These are valuable pledges to the
Protestants of France. We bave no difficulty
in admitting that our French versions might
be better; but wise precautions must be tuken
lest, under the pretext of umending existing
translations, the Word of God sbhould be muti-
lated.

We have now, therefore, three Bible Socicties
—the old Protestant Bible Society, which is
managed by the Rationalists ; the new Bible
Society of France, which belongs also to the
Nativnal Church, but is under the guarantee
of a vigilant orthuduxy ; and the French and
Foraign Bible Svciety, cstablished by the
members of the Dissenting or independent
Charchies.  This multiplying of similer insti-
tunons, perhaps, oflers sume inconveniences,
but it has also cestein advantages. The Bible
wiil be circulated the moure abundanty in our
country, and this is u cheering fuct.—Evange-
licul Curutendom,

The French Wesleyan Methodist Conference
met at Nimes in the Iatter part of June. It
was presided over by Pastor Hocart, who is to
represent the French Methodists at the British
Conference this yeur. The reports presented
were, a8 o whole, encouraging. Souls have
submitted to Christ, and are rejoicing in Him,
in most of the stations. A gracious influcnce
bas been experienced in some of the schools.
Some small towns seem moved with a sense of
spiritual need, and the chapels are besicged.
In others, the Lord's-day is beginning to be
properly observed. A new chapel was opened
by the President of the Conference at Vigan,
in the Cevennes, on Junc the 261h, and was
filled to overflowing on the oceasion. Another
chapel has been crected in Champagune, on =
picce of ground formerly occupied by a con-
vent, and not far from the spot where stood
the castle of the Duke of Guise, who ordered
the massacre of Vassy. Still more recently,
last Sunday, a new Wesleyan chapel was
opened at Thernes, having removed from rather
an obscure part into a populous neighbour-
hood, where souls are already secking the
truth.  As usual, members of all other Evan-
gelical churches were present to join frater-
x;:lly in asking for a blessing on the work.—

id.

GenrxMaxy.—The most important ccclesiasti-
cal event of the moment, in Germany, is the
mecting of the General Synod of the Lutheran
and Reforrred Churches at Vienna. The fact
alonc of this official assembly is highly signifi-
cant in regard to the progress of religious
liberty in Austrin. While the Protestants of
France have been, for more than a century,
deprived of their synodal assemblics, and ask
for them again of the acturl Government in
vain; while even in Prussia weare still taking
the first very ti aid steps which are to conduct
to this great 1esult, here are the two Pro-
testant confessions of Austria, who sec their
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delegates officially assembled, freely to deli-
berate upon the interests of their churches. A
deputation of the members of tie assembly,
having at its head its president, Dr. Franz, has
been gracionsly received by the Emperor, and
has conveyed to him the expression of the
gratitude of the Protestants of the empire
for the Patent of 1861, by which their
rights and liberties were recognised. The
monarch replicd : “ 1 rejoice extremely to
sec the General Synods assembled at Vienna,
and it is my ecarnest desire to sec the
Protestants of the cmpire in full possession
of their rights and liberties.” The deputation
was no less well received by the Minister for
Worship. A fact equally significant is, that on
May 29, the Synodal Asscmbly attended in a
budy at a grand religious sulemuity celebrated
at Vienna, to commemorate the terceatenary
anniversary of the death of Calvin,  The prin-
cipal labours of the Synod naturally have for
their object the Lringing into practical opera-
tion the provisions of the Imperinl Patent,
which has assured them of their rights, and
which hitherto, it must be said, has scarcely
existed except un papcr—thanks to the obsti-
nate opposition of the Catholic clergy. The
Syzod was divided into sections or particular
committees to regulate the relations of the Pro-

, testant churches with the Government, with

the Catbolic Church, and with regard to its
internal administration, &c.—Ibid,

Hanover supplies us with auother example
of the incessant progress which the ecclesias-
tical movement makes towards the renlisation
of the presbyterial and synodal principle,
which gives the people a large part in the
government of the Church, hitherto catirely
administered by the State. The Hanover
Chamber of Deputics has sanctioned the new
ccclesiastical constitution, eclaborated by a
constituent synod, ufter the violent agitations
with which I have sometimes occupicd your
readers.  lere, then, once more, is & German

» State wherein hes been  accomplished that

ccclesiastical revolution to which the Grand
Duchy of Baden openced the way, and which is
now cqually in course of preparation in Hesse,
in Saxony, in Prussis, and clsewhere.—1bid.

Terrev.—For several months it has been
currently reported among all the nationalities
in Constantinople that 40,000 Mohammcdans
had become Protestants, and had petitioned
the Government to be set off as a separate
community, and provided whh the Mosque
Sultan Baiyazid to worship in. This rumour
has canusced much excitement, and many Turks
have visited the missionaries to inquire about
Protestantism, and about this strange report.
We have sought in all directions to discover
the onigin or foundation of it. It is certainly
untrue in its current form ; but it is smd that
a number of Mohammedans—perhaps several
thousand—have petitioned the Porte for a re-
formation in the Mohammcedan faith. It is
undersiond that they wish to go back to the
simplicity of the Koran, which is now pracu-
cally forgoticn by Mohnmmedans, and displa-
ced by innumerable traditions.~7bid.
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Articles Felected.

THE LITTLE CAPTAIN.

Ono Christmas night we were seated round
the blazing fire, with old grandfathes in the
leathern chair that my fatlier had bought for
him when he had at last consented to stay on
shore, and give up his most gracious Majesty’s
service—a service he had so long and faithfully
followed. It was but natural that we children
should beg a story on this particular evening,
and that grandfuther should be the more wil-
ling to oblige us. Although we had heard the
same storics over and over again, each time
they were told they were received with as
much delight as if for the first time ; nay, the
older they were, the more welcome.

*What shall it be to-pight, lads? said my
grandfather, his thoughts already far away to
scenes of his past life, quite forgetting that the
greater portion of his audience were females;
but for the moment he was back among the
group, beside the capstan, in the quict evening
watches. ‘Shall it be about the elephants in
the Ingees, or the polar bears in the Arctic
seas, or the taking of the French cruiser, or
shall it be about the Little Captain 7

£ Q yes, grandfatber, let it be that one,’ was
the general voice; and, after due preparation,
our grandfather began in the following man-
ner :—

¢ Well my lads, it's but right that, after that
edifying discourse the parson gave us to-day,
we should have something solemn, belike.
Besides, I've noticed that you youngsters like
best to hear about craft of your own age; so
T'H just tell you about the Little Captain—or,
as was his proper name, Mr. Charles Harvey,
youngest midshipman aboard his Majesty's
sloop-o’~war ——. Silence then, fore and aft,
messmates all.

¢ A very few dars before Christmas, in the
year 18—, sailing orders were received for the
Mozambique station ; for what purpose, youmay
suppose, we men before the mast knew nothing
of whatever. But this we knew,that we thought
it very hard to be sent away at that time of
year, more especially as we had been expecting
to spend Christmas ashore ; so that, of course,
there was a good deal of grumbling, till the
final orders were given, “ Al hands up an-
chor! and we leftold England once more.

‘ The wind for some days had been blowing
§tff and cold, reminding us that the snow would
most likely be lyinground our homes on Christ-
raas night, making the fire burn «ll the brighter,
and fricnds draw closer to it, with & kindly
word or two, mayhap, of those who were ab-
sent. I was busy fixing some spare rope, a day
or two after we sailed, when I heard o voice,
close to me, saying—

t % So you cail with us again, old ship ?°

f¢ Ay, Ay, sin’ says I ¢ T'm glad toseeyou
looking so well, sir.  You see, Mr. Charley, I
soon weary ashore.”

‘¢ RBut Idon't think you look particularly
pleascd at our sailing orders, to judge by your

grim face? Why, old ship, I think, for my parts
it's glorious to be out at sea once more.”

¢ It was like & picture to see  The Little Cap-
tain,” as we called him, standing with his arms
akimbo, looking so smart and manly. There
was nothing mean or cowardly about Mr. Char-
ley. No, my lads; for all his face was so fair
and young, he was the making of a true sailor,
every inch of him. e had run away from his
home, some weeks after his mother's death when
he was barely ten years old, determined to besa
sailor ; but his father brought bim back. To
wean him, like, from the sea, bis father was ad-
vised to send himas an apprentice in & merchant-
man ; but no hardships would daunt the little
captain; everything came quite naturally to
him, as if it was just part of the duty. Beforo
he joined our ship he had been twice to India,
and back, and had seen more real sailor life
than the oldest young gentleman on board. But
before I tell you of this Christinas trip to the
Mozambique station, I must tell you hew I be-
came acquainted with Mr. Charley. It wasa
little more than a twelvemonth before that we
were carrying on,under press of sail,for Jamaica.
It was Sunday, by the log; but little difference
was made aboard, as we carried no cbaplaing
and the captain, though a good sort of man in
his way, scldom troubled himself to read the
service. It was my watch on deck; andasl
passed backwards and forwards, I noticed one
of the young gentlemen was seated on the
booms, under the long-boat, screened from the
heat by a studding-sail that was hung there to
dry. He was reading out of a little book, and
scemed to take great pleasure in it. I hadseen
the boy before,and bad taken a sort of fancy to
him he bad such a pleasant wayand such a ready
smile ; and though his face was tanned alrcady
with the sun, and his haunds looked as if they
bad smelt tar, yet you could see the roughing
he had passed through bad not rubbed off his
natural gentleness.  But, as I said before, he
was a brave one, although he had a womanish
look about his face that I never could quite
make out, I sww that the other young gentie-
men sncered at him for something ; but, for all
that, they seemed to like him too. However, I
soon found oty what it was they despised him
for. Not long after I had noticed the young
reefer under the long-boat, I heard some half-
dozen of the young gentlemen whispering to-
gether about him.

t] say,” said one, ‘“isn’t it a pity that such
& good sort of a fellow as Charley is should be
quite spoiled ?  I've heard my uncle say—aud
he was as gallant a captain as ever stepped—
that nothing destroyed a sailor so much as
reading good books.”

1 had sailed my first voyage with this same
young gentleman's uncle, and could have told
his ncphew that 2 worse man never walked &
deck. He hardly ever spoke without cursing
and swearing, and he treated his men as if they
were dogs.

¢4 Yes, Cuthbert,” I heard another sayy
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“you're right ; and I, for one, think tbat Char-
ley’s books, Bible and all, should be chucked
overbourd. I'm sure he will thank us in the
end for saving him from being a stupid, hypo-
critical fellow.”

‘ # But, Bryce, you won't get Charley to give
up his books so casily us you think. Hesa
game one i3 Charley, I can tell you; and I
thiok it would be mean to tuke them from him.
1 vote we try to talk him out of them first; then,
if he woo't give them up, make him choose
their company orours; and if he won't consent,
why, then, let us cut him.”

* To this they all agreed, and in a body came
ap to where Mr. Charley was sitting.

‘¢ “Isay, Charley,” said Mr. Cuthbert, coming
clpse up beside him in a snenking sort of way,
‘it's a pity a fellow like you shouid read those
books; noue of us read them, and why should
you doit? No need to stuff your book so
hastily into your breast, cither ; I don't suppose
you thought I wanted the loan of it.”

¢t No, Cuthbert, I did not think you wanted
it; but I've met with some people before now
who would have liked very well to destroy my
book ; so I'm aiways on my guard, for fear of
encmiies. Forewarned is forearmed, you know,”
and Mr. Charley smiled pleasantly.

¢4 It must be a very precious book,” said
Bryce with & sneer; “what's its name, pray ?”

£ 1 It's the Bible, Bryce, the best book in the
world; and it is precious to me, for it was my
motber's. She gave it to me a short time be-
fore she died”—and carefully he pulled it out
of its hidiug-place; and I saw that the tears
stood thick in his eyes while he looked at it.

£ Well, I never saw such a milksop of a
fellow,” said Mr. Bryce with a great Lorse-
laugh; “just look at bim; why, I declare
hie's crying like a great school girl! He a
sailor, indeed! I suppose his mother was a
whining, groaning, hypocritical Methodisy

‘¢ Atall events, his father is & parson,” said
Mr. Cuthbert, joining in the laugh.

£4 Pl tell you what it is, Bryce,” said Mr.
Charley, springing 0 his feet, his eye shining as
bright as an eagle’s, “ I've tnken bard knocks
before now for reading my Bible, and I'l take
them again, if need be ; but nothing shall stop
me. Asfor the things you've said of my mother,
they do her no barm—she is beyond that now;
<lse Ishould have shown you I can give as hard
blows as I can take.”

‘ Without waiting for an answer, he went
aft, leaving the young gentlemen as dumb as
dogs. But they were nothing at heart but
bullies; and I have found that craft like them
generally turn out downright cowards. The
reason we called Mr. Charley ¢ The Little
Captain,” was because we thought him like
one, and because he koew so weil how work
should be doue ship-shape. When he had an
order to give, he would hold up his head smartly,
and point his hand exactly like the captain,
just as if he could not help it—making us touch
our hats ag carefully as we did to the skipper
himself, and give a far readicr Ay, ay, sir, than
to any onc clse.

*With everybody Mr. Charley was & favour-
ite, excepting the third licutenant and the half-
dozen young gentiemen.  The third licutenant
being a coarse-grained, sour-tempered sort of
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a fellow, took a spite against him, for no other

. reason than just because every oneelse liked

him. He winked at the persecutions the poor
titite fellow had to bear from his messmates,
thereby making thew use greater liberties than
they'd have dared to do ctherwise.

Y4 3Why don't you up fist, and give one or
other of ‘e a good pummelling, sir?” said [
one day, when Cuthbert aud Bryce had been
tormenting him.

¢4 XNo, no, Bill,” said the little fellow, setting
his teeth firmly together, ¢ I shan't stnike them
if I can help it. Let them say what they like of
me, they never can make me the mean things
they say I am; and you know, Bill, the Bible
3ays, ¢ When men revile thee, revile notagain
and, ¢ Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.’ So,
even when I hear them gpeaking against God's
book, I dare not strike, thoughmy fingers tingle
todoit: if I did, I would be putting m>self in
God’s place.”

‘But you must not think, my lads, that be-
cause Master Charley loved his Bible he was
melancholy or dull; not a bit of him., The
wasn't & merrier, lighter heart aboard, or one
that enjoyed fun more; and a nimbler one at
exercises or running up the rigging, you would
not have found anywhere. Mr. Charley had &
dauntless heart within him ; and I believe be
would have stood firmly at the carnon’s mouth,
proud to be doing his duty. But in other
things he was brave too; ay, in some things
that requirced more courage than fighting for
his country. For if he heard any swearing, cr
knew of any ill-natured trick to be played, he
spoke up boldly, telling his wind like a man;
and, strange to say, he scldom got a surly
answer for his pains. He would step uptoa
fellow, with a strange, earnest 190k in his face,
and taking hold of his hand, while messmates
paused to listen, he would say, * No true man
swears ; no brave man should doil. I am sure
you would like to be a truc man, and have God
smiling down upon you out of the sky, instead
of frowning in anger.” It was whea he spoke
of good things that his face had the womanish
look in it—or rather, what an angel's face
might be; and when he asked a fellow to
promise not to swear again, with those eyes
looking so fearlessly into his, in spite of him-
self he was compelled to say, ¢ Ay, sir, you
may trust me.”

¢ I said to him one dey, when we were up in
the round-top, “Mr. Charley, I'd like if you
would tell me how you got over being afraid
to speak about your Bible, and read it befure
sailors; for in merchantmen, and cratt of that
sort, they look down on & messmate for being
religious; and as for being bookish inclined,
why, whenl was young, sir, it warn’t the fash-
ion afloat, sir.”

L Well, Bill,” says he, “1'll tell you how it
was; 1 had to suffer a good deal I can tell you,
for both the mate and sailors were a rough set;
and the captain, though & kind-hearted man,
was scldom sober. The mate uscd to mast-head
me for the slightest mistake; and once, in a
dreadful storm—the first I had been in—I was
so frightcned I cauld not help praying aloud to
God to sparc us. The mate heard me, and, with
a kick, he ordered me to go out upon the star-
board shisker, to make fast & loose ropo that
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was thrashing about in the gale. Oh, Bill," said 7 catch you with a hook in your band all the

the litlle fetlow, shuddering as be thoughtofit,
it was dreadful to be out there alone, the ship
at the very moment just guing dowun intoa heavy
gea, that swelled up about the bows, and fairly
caught me before [ got inhoard, making me ching
on desperately for life ; aud then choking with
the salt brine, scrambling in,notknowing how.
Inscead of stopping me from praying, as the
mate wanted to do, it made me the more deter-
mined not to give in; for [ felt that dreadful
night, that the words were true that had rung
in my cars, ¢ Fear not, I am with thee:’ andif I
had God to protect me, I need never fear, as my
father had taught me. Well, Bill,”says he, “the
captain fell ill, and he thought he was dying —
and he was terribly afraid to die; for be had
turned his back against God so long, that he
thought there could be no mercy’s how him now.
The carpenter told him that I had a Bible, and
that perbaps [ might be able to pray, as I was
the son of a parson. Well, he sent for me, and
he made me read and pray for him, and I did it
as well as [ could. God helped me te remember
what my father and mother bad tanght me about
Jesus; and [ think he was happy to die at last,
trusting in Him. Now, I have often thought
that, had I turned from God because I got
a few cuffs and kicks, 1T could never have
been allowed to help the captain, or been
saved myself that dreadful storm. The thing
that has kept me right, Bill, is the thought
that God secs me and cares for me: and if I
neglect Him, I never will get to heaven to
live with Jesus, and be beside my mother and
father again.”

¢I have noticed that folks think sailors area
set of rough cross-grained fellows, cruel to
those under them, and surly io those set over
them. It may be so in some ships, and ] have
seen something of it, mayhap; but this [ can
say, that, let a boy be firm and brave like Mas-
ter Charley, and he will soon have every man
aboard his friend. But there are few boys like
him, Iads. To my eye, he seemed too good to
live in this world, he was sodifferent from any
boy I ever met with.

‘] must now tell you what happened to us at
the Mozambique station. I was teiling you
what Master Charley tvas saying the first time
I saw he was aboard. Well, as he was turping
to leave me, I whispered to him, ‘Is the book
a1l safe yet, sir 77 It was strange what a fancy
I had taken to Master Charley’s Bibic. Often
up in the round-rop he would read it to any of
the men that liked to listen, explaining as he
went along likeany parson ; and somchow the
Bible stories seemed far more beautiful whea
read by him.

¢+t Oh yecs, Bill, you might have been sure it
was safe,” says Master Charley, pulling it ont
of his breast. “It's all ready for you to hear
the first tilne we are aloft together; and I've
got a present of the Pilgrim's Progress, that I
will read, too, if you like, Bill "

‘But at that moment up comes the third
licutenant, and his eye falling upon Master
Charley's Bible, he roared out to him—

¢ & Well, you sneaking son of a Methody par-

on, are you at your whining again? teaching
he skulkers a new trick, eh? Go and attend
o your duty, sir ; d'5o hear? and don't let me

cruise, else I'll chuck them overboard.”

tMaster Charley walked away, holding his
haud pressed tigtitly upon the place where bis
Bible 1ay. but he never uttered a word.

¢On Christimas-day we were in the Bay of
Biscay: the wind hud been blowing from the
nor’-east, but changed to nor’-west towards the
afternoon. Often as [ had been in tl ¢se quar-
ters, | never saw such a sea; the waves ran
mountains high, while every moment we ex-
pected the ship would be shivered to pieces;
her timbers creaked and grouned most fear-
fully.

‘?:All hands reef topeails,” shouted the first
licutenant through the trumpet ; and each man
hurried up the ricging, finding it no casy mat-
ter in such a squall.  But, bad as 1 teit it to be
myself, what was my astonishment, when
reaching the edge of the maintop, to see the
Little Captain hanging, all out of breath, to
the futtock shrouds! The wind at that moment
burst against the ship with & tearing, hissing
sound, whitling the litile fellow from the rig-
ging before I could reach him; making me feel
for the first time in my hfe dizzy, and asif [ bad
lost my sca legs altogether.

‘[ expected, on coming down, to find Mr
Charley dead; but his life must have been 2
charmed one, for he was only hurt, and that
not very badly ; his fall had been broken by
some part of the rigging, and bis own quickness
in catching hold of a rope. He was just being
carried away to the sick-bay when I saw him;
the moon, peeping out for a momeat, shone
clear upon his pale face, and his hends clasped
together as if he were praying. Our good ship -
stood the gnle bravely, which fortunately did
not last longer than the nextmorning. Master
Charley was soon able to be about agsin, but
there was a change upon him. He never joined
with the young gentlemen in their larks, but
would sit by himself reading, or looking over
the ship's side at the sea. He never neglected
his duty when it was his watch; his face was
as cheerful as it had ever been; every onc
conld sce that his heart was in his work. This
quictness, I can tell you, did not make him
better friends with his messmates, especially
with Cuthhert and Bryce; but patiently he
bore their taunts, often making them ashamed,
as I could see, with the quiet word of reproof
as he passed on.

¢ Well, at last we reached the Mozambique,
nothing particular happening, but the speaking
with a homeward-bound East Indiaman, and
sighting some small craft. For some weeks it
was dreary work cnough, not even a slaver to
chase to keep up our spirits. Mr. Charley was
happy though, as I conld see ; and he tried hard
to make me as happy as himself, by reading bis
Bible and his Pilgrim’s Progress.

¢« Bill,” says he one night to me, as he sat
watching the stars, “isn’t it a wonder that
sailors, of all men, are so careless about their
souls, and are so ashamed to read their Bibles,
and wouldn't bs caught gaying their prayers
for anything, when God is so near to them?
I'll tell you what I often think, Bill, that God
is nearer to sailors than to any other sort of

men, for they are so much a&lone on the great
. sea, they seem to lie in the very palm cof His
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hand. It isa fancy, Bill, T know, but I often
think of it. Then to think how close to eter-
nity they are! Why, Bill, a full from the rig-
ging, n hidden rock, a leak, a fire breaking out,
might send them there ina moment! Of course
those things might happen at bome, but there's
less chance of escape at sea.”

¢ That is the way he would often speak to me
and I saw that his full fron the rigging had
made him think more about death, and things
of this sort. Well,as I wassaying,nothing very
exciting had happened since we had anchored in
the Mozambique Channel, until cne day about
the beginuing of February some of the men were
allowed to go on shore. Although they did not
like the look of the natives much,they were glad
of the change. In the afternoon watch a small
boat came alongside, and a slippery-looking
Portugae stepped on deck, and asked to sec one
of the officers. Mr. Brooks, the third lientenant,
came to him and asked what he wanted, and
was told that some of the natives had risen up
against our liberty men, had bound them, and
they were now prisoners ina grog-shop near
the shore. One of the boats was at once piped
away, and her crew, armed with cutlasses and
revolvers in their belts, weresoon ieady; I hap-
pened to be one of them, and I fourdthat Mas-
ter Charley was to steer her. Awsy we went
laughing aad joking at our good fortune in be-
ing sent on this expediuon, while Master Char-
ley was glowing all over with spirits and good
will to the work.

“Well, it was pretty dark when we reached
the shore, and we did’'nt see that a seatry had
been placed wkere our captured boat was
moored.

¢« \Who goes there 7 shouted out thefellow,
in a foreign tongue.

¢ The LittleCaptain could speak the language,
which was Spanish, and he told him we were
from his Majesty’s ship——, and that all we
wanted was our men; for yousee the first lien-
tenant said there was to be no bloodshed, if
possible. Instead of answering, the fellow
pulls a pistol out, and aims it ar Mr. Charley's
head. My mate, Joe Millar, was as sharp; for
before he could draw the trigger, Joe fixed him
and shot him dead. On we all rushed tofree our
men, easily finding out the whereabouts by the
Doise they were making and the crowd of dar-
kies at the d .or.  With our drawn cutlasses
we charged down upon them making them fly
like frightened sheep. Our men were soon set
free, but not so easily managed, as they had
been drinking vad brandy, and were more like
demons than mea.  We knew that we must de-
camp at ouce, for the niggers would return, and
in greater numbers.

¢ When we were tryin g to get the men down
to the boats, we were attacked by & whale bery
of darkics, hooting and yelling,swarminground
us like a hive of bees ; we had to Hgh for our
lives every inch of the way to the biats. The
boats were pushed off at last—the men, as far
as we knew all right—when I heard Joe Miliar
cry out from thie other boat—

$3 15 Mr. Charley there ?”

$4 No Joe,” I screamed back, I thought he
was with you ; we must save the Little Captain,
my lads.”

Not a man drunk or sober, but answered
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quite readily, “ Ay, ay.” I bad scen him not
many yaras from the shore, his pistol in one
hand, his dirk in the other,tighting as manfully
as any of ue. I steered my way for the placeas
cautiously as [ could, the other men going the
opposite way to draw off the niggers. Well, my
lads, 1 found him, but badly wounded. T lifted
him up, and carried him as fustas 1 conld to the
boxt, the wmen coming guickly back at my whis-
tle. [ held him in my arws all the way, for he
moaned dreadfully when I tried to lay him
down. My heart was sore for him, children,
and I never knew till then how much I liked
bim. For the first time since I was a boy I
praycd tv God to spare him ; and the hot tears
would roll out of my eyes when I thought he
would die.

*When we got on board,he was carried to tha
spare cabin, and the surgeon sent tor. It was
found that he had been shot in three places,twe
shots in the arm and one in the chest. The balls
were extracted frow the arm, but the other
wound the surg2on co1ld ao nothing for. The
next morning the first lieutenant sent me or-
ders that I was to go to Mr. Charley, as he bad
taken a n<iior to have me with him, and that,
I was to remain as long as he wanted me.

‘You may fancy lads, I was not long in
obeying tae orders ; and slipping up to the Lit-
tle Captain’s hammock, { stood waiting for bim
to open his eyes.  His face was very pale, but
calm and contented ltke. T was told he had
borne the extracting of the balls like the brave
boy he wae, hardly making a sound ; the very
men that held him looking as if they felt more
than he did. In a few minutes he opened bis
eyes and looked nt me.

¢ & T that you 311l 77 he sz2id, bis voice so low
that I scarcely could make him out.

¢« Yes, sir,” said 1; ‘“‘could I do anything for
you, sir ?”’

¢ At first he enid, ¢ Not just now, Bill,my head
aches so, but don't leave me, please; 1 like you
very much, Bill, and I want you to be near me
when I die

$4 Oh,sir, vou mustn’t speak that way ; come
cheer up, sir; yo't're young, you know, and
where there’s life there’s hope.”

« Bill, you know I am dying; 1 see by your
face you do,” he said quietly, looking straight
into my eycs,and reading my very soul. “Bat
I am very happy, Bill, for I shall be with Jesus.
The only thing that vexes me is that there will
be no sea there; and, oh, I love the sea,and the
thought of some day beinga great admiral ; bat
in heaven there will be such glorious things that
the sea will not be missed. And, Bill, of all the
admirals and captaing that ever lived, who so
great and noble as the captain of our great sal-
vation, Jesus Christ 7 { don’t think Ishall ever
tire of iooking at Him, if I am allowed to get
to heaven.”

¢« Why, sir, there’s no fear of your not getting
there, else there’s a poor look-out for the likes
of us chaps left behind.”

tw Don't say that, Bill,” the tearsstanding in
his eyes: ¥ you know I had & good mother, who
taught me tolove Jesus, avd to love my Bible,
and you had not ; but the strange thing is, that
knowing what Jesus did for me so well,I shoud
love Him so little. Bill, will youtoread me the
twenty-third psalm ¥
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‘When I was done reading I found he wag
asleep, and I sat down with his little Bible in
my hand, and read over and over again what
was written on the first page : ¢ Towmy darling
boy, Charles Harvey, from his mother. May
the Lord blessand keep my son unspotted from
the world.” At the bottom of the page there
were some texts of Scripture, but I forget what
they were. The surgeon came in while he was
asleep and looked at him, but shook his head.
“ Poorlittle fellow,” said he, * your time here
is short.”

¢4 0N, sir, are you sure he'll dic? can no-
thing save him? he's such a fine little fellow,
sir. I could tell dozens of brave things I have
seen him do last vovage; and a messmate of
mine, who sailed with him to India before that,
sir, could tell you more.”

¢4 1 don’t doubt it, Bill, my man, but there's
no hope; he may linger through the night, and
even the next day, but no longer, Ifear. It was
strange that Mr. Blacket should send such a
small reefer on such an expedition.”

¢¢I've heard that Mr. Cuthbert was sick
below, sir; and it being Mr. Harvey's watch
on deck, and as brave as any on board, it was
no great wonder he was sent.”

¢ # That Cuthbert is a greedy coward, Bill;
be was sick through nothing else but over-
eating. And to think that this poor boy is to
die for his sneaking illness! I'll hate the sight
of the rascal.”

¢The surgeon had been speaking rather loud
in bis heat, so the noise wakened Mr. Charley.
1le started up bewildered and scared like, as if
he did not know exactly where he was. The
surgeon asked him how he felt now,and soothed
him over a little.

¢4 Where's Bill,?” I heard him say; ¢ don't
send Bill away, sir.”

¢4t No, no, my boy ; Bill shall stay besido you
as mach as you like,” said the surgeon, and I
saw that a tear was in his cye as he said it.
Then he asked if there was anything he could
do for him-——any letter or message to be written
to his parents.

‘¢ Thank you, sir,” said Mr. Charley, “ my
mother and father are both dead ; but I should
like i some one would write to Aunt Mary, and
tell her that I was very happy. Bill)” he said,
turning to me, “1 have secn my mother in my
sleep, and oh' such beautiful angels, too; they
were beckoning for me to come to them, but
something kept me back from following, and
Jjust as I was getting a peep straight into heaven
I woke. Mr. Thompson,” said he to the sur-
geon, ‘“ could I see the captain? Do you think
he would come and see me before I die?”

¢ The surgeon went away, and returned in a
few minutes, followed by the captain. As soon
as he reached the hammock, Mr. Charley
stretched out his hand.  * Good-bye, sir,” said
he, *I'm going on another voyage, and to sail
under a different Captain.”

¢ #T hope, my boy, that you'll get round yet,”
gaid the captain in a husky voice.

¢4 Thank you, sir, but God wants me to dic;
if I had lived longer, perhaps I should have
loved the sea too well, and God less.  No, sir,
it's better that I shonid gonow.” Then he told
the captain whit he wanted done with his pro-
perty. Two riugs of his mother's, his clothes,
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and dirk were to be sent to his aunt, the only
relation he had. A ring of his father’s he gave
to the captain, his chain to the surgeon, and his
watch was to go to the minister of the place he
came from. ¢ Bill is to get my Pilgrim’s Pro-
gress, sir,” he said, looking at me with a smnile,
‘and he'll like it best, for it's full of pictures ;”
and taking his little Bible out of his breast, he
whispered, “ Would Mr. Brooks take this, sir,
do you think, if I gave it to him myself?”

¢4 Certainly, my boy; why should he refuse
it?” for you see the captain did not know that
Mr. Charley was no favourite with the third
lieutenant,

¢ % But sir,” said Mr. Charley, looking straight
up into the captains's face, “will you do me
this favour: when you rcad the service over
me, will you tell the men and my messmates
th.t I loved them all, and never bore a grudge
to any on board—Cuthbert and Bryce too,sir ;
and that I died happy? Tell them they must
meet me in beaven when they die too.”

‘It was a strange sight to sce that young boy
lying there so composed and calin, with no fear
ot death before him, but just as if he was going
out of the ship into another, while we men
were bardly able to speak.

¢ Mr. Brooks had been sent for, and came in
looking rather sheepish like, I thought, as well
he might. But when he heard what the boy
wanted with hir, he fairly broke down, and
cried like & baby. ¢ No sir, I cannot take it,”
said he, covering his face with his hand. “After
the way I have treated the boy, it's too much
to ask me.”

¢Mr. Charley raised bimself up in his ham-
mock, though it pained him todoit, and taking
Mr. Brooks by the hand,hesaid, * You wouldn't
like to vex me now Mr. Brooks; you will take
my Bible just to please me, I knew you didn't
mean to be unkind to me, sir, but you will read
this for my sake; it will make you » good man,
Mr. Brooks, as well as a good sailor.”

‘He lay down tired out with speaking, and
the surgeon said he must be kept quiet. All
through the vight he wandered in his sleep, but
his thoughts were pleasant. He was bach beside
bis mother’s knee, saying his prayers to her,
and walking through lanes and fields with his
father. In the morning there was a chaoge,
and we saw that death was drawing near. A
few minutes befure he died he opened his eyes
aund said “ Good-bye, Bill, good-bye ; there they
come, the chariots and horses. I'm going, Bill,
good-bye.”  With a beautiful smile playing
round his lips, he passed away beyond the
skies.

The next day the captain could hardiy read
the burial service for the choking in his throat,
and many 2 man had to turn away when he
was iclling of the message he had sent to them.
You might have heard & pin drop when the or-
der was given, and the “ Little Captain” was
slipped downinto the deep bluc sea that he loved
so well. My heart was sad for many a day af-
ter, and it's sore even now when I think of
him ; but I'm trying to steer my coursefor that
heaven where he is safely anchored ; and not
only me, for I've beard as how Mr. Brooks, our
third licutenant became a changed man, all
throngh reading the  Little Captain's” Bibled
So you see, my lads, whata good example even
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a little boy can show,and that bravery and the
true love for God aud His Book meets with its
own reward.’

ANIMAL LIFE IN LONDON.

A CONVERSATION BETWEEN
FRIENDS.
IN THE HOUSE.

Some time ago my old Friend Frank Wilson

TWO

sert me an invitation to come and spend a few ¢
days with bhim at his bouse in London. We had '

been very intimate at school, and afterwards at

c‘ollege; but for the last few years had seen -
littie or nothing of cach other. I was engaged ;
in business in a country town, aud he was :

reading law in London; so we rarely met,
Qur * consolation had been in epistolary cor-
respondence,” as Punch has it ; but as the dear-
est friendship is apt to starve if it has nothing
better than letters to subsist on, we felt we
must plan a meeting somehow. Hence my visit
to London.

On the first evening, when the ladies and ser-
vants had gone to bed, Frank said to me, ¢ 1
have not given up my old habit of smoking,
Ngd, so if you will come down into the kitchen
with me, we can bave a jolly long talk. I know
you never mind how late you go to bed.” So
down we went, and chatted about thisand that
in our old, familiar way.

All at once, without a word, up jumped
Frank, and began a series of hops round the
kitchen, stooping down after each to pick
something up. In a minute or two he returned
to the fire, with an exulting smile upon his
countenance, and, holding out his hand, said,
¢ I've killed 'em.”

“ Killed what ??

“ Black beetles. This house swarms with
them. Whenever I come down here I do my
best to extirpate them ; but my ciforts don‘t
seem to diminish their numbers.”

“You should not kiil black beetles, as you
cail them,” said I; ¢ they are of use.”

 If to eat up everything that comes in their
way is to be ¢ of use,' they are certainly the
most useful of creatures
“ Why, they eat a certain apimal that no land-
lady will ever own to so much as knowing the
existence of, They eat bugs!”

This was a new light to Frank. * Bless me,
youdon't say 50 !” he said at last. I tell you
what,” turning round and facing me, ¢ you must
tell me something about animals and iusects;
I want to know their habits, and, as it is your
hobby, you will be able to tell me all about
them. Let us begin with the back beetles.”

“ You must not call them by that name,”
said I; ¢ they are not beetles at all.”

“ Not beetles! he cjaculated. ¢ What are
they then ?”

“ You may call them cockroaches, if you
like,” I answered; ¢ but they are not beetles,
Look here,” and I picked up & smashed speci-
men from the carth. ¢ Beetles are differently
made. These black cases which cover the
wings, and whicharc called the elytra, overlap.
Besides, cockroaches never change their form
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except by their gradually gaining wings;
whilst beetles, on the contrary, are in the frst
instance cylindrical grubs, then chrysalids, and,
finally, perfect insects.”

¢ I once found & white cockroach,” said Fraunk.

“ Very likely,” I answered. ¢ Cockroaches
have three stagesof existence, after leaving the
cgg, like all other insects. Inthe grubor larval
stage they are very pale, almost white, and
have no wings or wing-cases; in the chrysalis
or pupal stage they are darker, and possess
these appendages in a very rudimentary con-
divion; but in the final or perfect stage, are
black, and have their wings and wing-cases
thoroughty-developed ; itis in this stage only
that they can be called mature cockroaches.”

“ Really ! exclaimed Frank. ¢ Thissall
new to me,”

“ Now,” I said to him, “ you will be able to
appreciate better the difference betweena cock-
roach and a beetle. The former runs about
during the chrysalis state, and lives and cals
as usual ; whereas the latter is fastened up in
a tough cocoon, and ncither moves nor ecats
after it becomes a chrysalis until it arrives at
the final and perfect stage of its existence.’

“ Arc cockroaches natives of Britain?” in-
quired my friend.

“ No,” I replied ; they are natives of South
America, and have been unintentionally im-
ported into England, like many other insects,
of which I may instance the bed bug we were
speaking of; as a notable example. There are
twelve or more species occasionally found in
Britain—all foreigners—but the one which is

| most generallyknown is the common cockroach,

Blatta Orientalis. The name Blalta (from a
Greek word, meaning ¢ to do harm,) wasgiven
1o them from their destructive properties. Can
you tell me what i3 the difference between 2
bug and a beetle ?”

4 \Well, no; I cannot exactly,” confessed my
friend. Then, after a minute’s thought, he ad-
ded, as a bright idea seemed to strike him,
“ They have no wings.”

¢ What have no wings 2" I asked.

“Why, bugs, of course,” he replied.

¢ Ah! there you are mistaken. It is only
the common bed bug that has no wings; al!
the others have not only those organs, but
wing-cases as well,” 1 replied; ¢ but there is
this difference: the wing-cases of bugs are not
of the same consistency throughout; thatis to
say, one half is leathery, and tho other trans-
parent ; hence their scientific name, Hemiptera,
or half-winged insects. Tradition teils us that
they were not knownin London before the days
of good Queen Bess. They have inhabited
Europe, though, for a number of centuries, ac-
cording to the ancient Greek writers. They
are, naturally, vegeterians ; indeed, we bave 2
great number of field bugs in England at the
present time.  Many of them are very pretty;
but they all have that odious smell which peo-
ple find so disagreeable in the houschold
species.”

 But they are never caterpillars, are they 7"

“ Well,” I replied, “ not exactly caterpiilars,
but they, like all other true inscets,pass through
four stages :—1, the egg; 2, the larva, in which
state they are named caterpillars ; 3, the pupa,.

from the day they leave the egg until they die, | maggots, &c.; and, 4, the imago. In the case
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of the butterfly, whose changes of form (meta-
morphoses) are best known, these various sta-
ges of existence are calied by more popular
aames. Thus the larva is the caterpillar, the
pupa the chrysalis, and the imago the perfect
msect These changes in bugs are similar to
those which we observed in the cockroaches ;
that i3, the wings are absent in the grub state,
rudimentary in the chrysalis state, aud only
g‘ully developed in the imago or perfect insect;
in fuct, earwigs, cockroaches, locusts, crichets,
grasshoppers, and bugs, are all alike in this
respect. They all have legs and jaws in the
chrysalis state.”

At this moment a cricket leaped upon the
hearth, and my friend, with a rapid movement
of the hand, caught up the litue insect, and
began examining it all over. The cricket,
however, not relishing the position in which it
was placed, gave a strong pull at its impriscn-
ed leg, and fell on the floor, leaving that mem-
Qer in its captor's grasp.

‘ Poor thing 1" said Frank, really concerned;
“1 had no idea what it would do. I will kill
it outright.” But he sought in vain for the
wounded insect, which bad dragged itself away.

1 believe,” said I to him, “ that crickets
have the power of replacing lost members, like
crabs, if that will console you for what has
happened.”

* What a wonderful leg it is! ” broke i my
friend, who was surveying the member in
question. ¢ Its owner could not have valued
it very highly, as he parted with it so readily.
But just look at these spurs; and what a
thigh

% Yes,” I replied; * you may alwags tell the
habits of insects from their legs. A short,
thick leg proves the creature to be sluggish; a
long, slender one implies that it runs; a very
weak leg i3 evidence that the insect flies ; but
2 stout thigh, with strong spurs, and a slender
but powerful lower joint, belongs only to those
species that leap.”

 There is a clothes-moth " exclaimed Frank,
as I concluded ; and he darted towards the
window, but soon returned, bringing a small,
speckled, browa moth, which he had killed on
the blind.

 That is not a clothes-moth,” I said.

“ Not a clothes-moth? Why, you will tell
e next that my name is not Frank Wilson !”

I laughed. ¢ No,thatisnot a clothes-moth;
it i3 Enlrosis fenestrella, so called, I suppose,
from its partiality to windows. You may tell
it by its grey head. [t3 caterpillar feeds on
waste substances, and not upon clothes.”

% Well, I never said that its caterpillar did
‘feed upon clothes,” argued Frank. “ I said the
moth did.” *

 But,’ I answered, ¢ moths do not eat
clothes in the moth state—only when they are
caterpillars.”

% Moths—do—not—cat—clothes 7" gasped
my friend, slowly pronouncing every word
separately, and staring at me as if [ was mad;
“t why, man, it i3 an established fact!”

But I assured him that it was the caterpillars
that ate the clothes, and not the moths. Yet
it was not until I had produced my pocket-
lens, and showed him the insect's mouth, that
31e would believe me.
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“ Ah!” he srid at length, “ I understand
now ; moths have no jaws; and caterpillars
bave.”

I nodded in acquiescence. ¢ Well, you will
remember hencefurth that this little grey-head-
ed moth is perfectly harmless, and doubtless
useful in clearing away the refuse of your
honse.”

“ How troublesome the gnats are !” exclaim-
ed Frank; ¢ they buzz, and buzz, until it
makes one quite savage—the nasty things! I
wonder whether it is their mode of conversing
with each other ?”

# The sound comes from the friction of their
wings,” I replied.

“ Oh' said he, I thought it came from
their throat. Xave not insects a voice 7"

¢ None,” I returned ; * none whatever—un-
less you like to call this a voice. It has been
stated that some of the larger moths have been
heard to squeak when injured; but I never
heard them do so. As to their being nasty
things, they do certainly sting disagreeably ;
but it iz very pleasant, on a fine summers
evening, to hear their sbrill notes among the
trees, a8 it is a sort of intimation of fine
weather, or, at least, that the fine weather will
continue.”

% Gnatslive in the water, when they are grubs,
or larvee, as you call them; do they not 7"

4 Yes,” [ replied. * The female gnat lays
her eggs in the form of a raft, on the surface
of the water; and the grub is aquatic all its
life. Itis a hideous-looking creature, with a
most complex tail; but I could not describe it
to you without the aid of a diagram; and you
know I am no draughtsman.”

“ What a sting they have!” gaid Frank.

¢ Not a sting, but a trunk, or proboscis, which
is very minute. In the mouth there is a regu-
iar parcel of lancets, that can be shot out and
drawn in at the animal's pleasure. They are
threo in number, sharpened at the end, and
barbed like daris. They are countained in 8
sheath or tube that is also sharpened and
barbed like the lancets which it contains. As
soon as the wound bas been inflicted, and the
blood begins to flow, the gnat withdraws the
lancets, but leaves the sheath in the flesh, and
sucks up the blood through it. This admirably
constructed apparatus, therefore, serves the two
purposes of lancet and siphon.”

“# What a dreadful instrument!” exclaimed
my friend. -¢Itis quite as bad as a sting, if it
i3 not one. Do you know, the other day, I
thought that something in the garden was on
fire? but I found that what I took for smoke
was nothing more or less than a swarm of
gnats.”

i Juat so,” T replied. “ Gnats ofien rise
into the air in such numbers as to have the
resemblance of smoke. Thus, in 1736, a large
cloud of them rising from Salisbury Cathedral
caused the inhabitants to believe that the edifice
was on fire. The same occurrence took place
in 1812, at a town in Silesia; and in the fol-
lowing year at Norwich Cathedral.”

“ The mosquito i3 a sort of gnat, isit not?”
enquired Frank.

“ Yes,” [ replied, ¢ and a very troublesome
sort too. How thankful we ought to be that we
have no mosquitoes here!”



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

* We ought, indeed. A relation of mine,
who wus in the Crimen, was nearly tortured to
death by them. He gave me such an account
of them! But we have plenty of troublesome
creatures here, in a small way, as, for instance,
the Qies. There are some hundreds on the ceil-
ing now; and though I provide the most tempt-
ing, saucers of treacle for them, they won't be
caught.”

‘ Flieg are, in some respects—their feet, for
instance—the most wouderful of creatures.
The foot of the fly is something like thut of
the cat. It has two curved claws, and two
large pads to prdtect them, whilst these two
pads are covered with a number of hairs, ench
terminating in an expansion, moistered by a
fluid exuding from the extremity, and aflording
the means by which the fly firmly attaches itself
1o the object on which it is walking. Here,
take my pocket lens ; it will not show you the
hairs and expansions, but it will enable you to
see the pads, and the hooked claws.”

‘It is certainly very curious,” said Frank.
1 had no idea that the foot of the fly was
80 beautiful a construction; but it shows
most indubitably the wisdom and power of the
Creator, by which he has formed such a variety
of creatures, and has adapted every one, no
matter how small, or how apparently insignifi-
cant, 10 the peculiar conditions by which it is
surrounded.” -

“Well might an entcmologist say,” I added,
¢ ag Hamlet says, ¢ There are more things in
heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreawt of
in your philcsophy.’”

‘ Exactly. But, hark! what is that

I listened attentively for 8 moment, and heard
a small ticking, wkich proceeded from the win-
dow. ‘It is only the death-watch," I said.

“ Only what ?” exclaimed my friend, starting
op in alarm. ‘ Only what, did you suy ?*

# The death-watch. It ise small beetle, very
common in houses. You need not be alaimed.”
(I suddenly remembered that my friend wus
exceedingly superstitious.)

% The death-watch!” said he, solemnly;
‘ the death-watch! surely it cannot be that !

% Oh, yes, it is,” I replied. “ Why, what
should make you think it is not one ? Don’t be
alarmed. Tbe legend about the death-watch
beetle being & forewarner of coming death is
all nonsense. The ncise you hear is nothing
more nor less than the conversation between
two beetles.”

“ Gonversation between two beetles!” said
he. “ Do you wish to gull me? orare youmad ?

“ Necither,” said I. 1 am in sober earnest,
and mean what I say.?

** But you have just told me that no insect
has a voice; how can tbey, then, hold a con-
versation ?”

“ Very easily,” I replied. ¢ Dumb people
have no voice, and yet they can converse
together on their fingers. These beetles are
also dumb; and as they have no fingers, they
converse with their feet: that is to say, when
one beetle wishes to apprise another of his
close proximity, he stamps with his foot, and if
the other hears it, it stamps in return, and so
the conversation goes on until they mevt.”

“ Upon my word, that beats everything,”
said he, laughing at the idea.
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“ Well, all T beg of you is, rot to believe
any foolish superstitious tales of this nature. I
wonder that a person of your acquirements
could credit such absurditics.”

“Yes, I agree with you,” said my friend ,
‘“ but we must conclude our conversation this
evening, as the clock has just struck twelve,
and it is time for bed.”

And so we parted for the night.

WITH THE BUDDHISTS.

I purpose taking my readers with me to visit
one of the finest Buddhist temples within reach
of Shanghae. It is about forty miles disiant,
and as there are no highways, we hire a boat
and set sail. While we are on our way, it may
be useful to explain what Buddhism is, in order
that we may the more intelligently comprehend
what we may hear and sce.

It originated in India, abont . ¢. 700. The
founder of the sect was Shaka-muni. He was
the son of the king of Meggaddha, now called
Be-har. When he was boin, it is said that “he
stood upright, then walked seven steps, and
pointing to heaven with the cne hand, and to
carth with the other, exclnimed, ¢ There is ncne
but myseif, above or below, that ought to be
worshipped.! At seventeen years of age he
married three wives, and at the age of nincteen
he forsook them ail, and all e~rthly cares, and
went into the wilderness and lived there. At
the age of thirty, he professed himself fully in-
spired, and began to propagate his dociriues
and to work miracles. At first his teaching
was good, and be embodied the substance of
his exhortations in these five commandments :
1 Not to kill animals. II. Not to steal. IIIL
Forbidding all impurity. 1V. Against lying.
And V. XNot to drink wine. Ie also taught
that * people ought to do good deeds, build
bridges, repair highways, erect temples, use
the priests well, and that thus they would expi-
ate their sins’ Afterwards, he proclaimed
that he was Buddhe, the incarnation of iniclli-
gence, and propounded a system of philosophy
in which the elements of many other systems,
which have appeared in Germany of late years,
are to be found. Re is said to have had £0,000
disciples. Of these, ten, conjoinily, published
no fewer than 5,000 volumes, in which bis doc-
trines are explained, and innumerable miracles
narrated. And at last he was re-absorbed into
Buddha at the age of seventy-rine. His teach-
ing assumes two forms——the exoteric, or out-
ward, for the volgar; and the esoteric, or
deeper lore, for the learned; and a very few
words mere will suffice to enable any one to
comprehend the gist of his system.

Buddha means ““ clear light,” hence “intelli-
gence.” This intelligence flows forth, and fills
every mind, as light does every eye. Itis the
supreme power in the universe. Hence every
one ought to worship it. But how arc men to
conceive of it? Is it personal or impersonal ?
Is it something or nothing? It is impersonal.
It is thonght. It is one, yet multiform. You
can conceive of it, they say, as the immovable
past, the actual present, and the dread future;
and hence they have erected the three great
images, which I will point out to you, and
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which are found in all their temples ; viz., THE

PAST Brppua, TeE PRESENT Bropaa, and Tuc

CcoMING Brppua; and very characteristically,
you will observe that it is only the coming
Buddha which is worshipped.

Again, Buddha may be conceived as multi-
form. He is in every man, and most where we
find great men; and men given to goud ‘ecds
are called uddhas.

Buddhe is also, in some sense, in every ani-
mal. What meancth that imperfect intelligence
—those half-human, half-brutal faculties, which
appear so strangely in the lower animals?
They are human spirits in a state of degrada-
tion, ir the reply. They are signs of what you

may become, if you follow any ualawful pro-

peasity.
the Buddhists, against taking animal life; and
hence the superstitious care which is taken of
a2nimals which are placed within the precincts
of their tempies or ponds ; and hence, also, the
doctrine of transmigration of souls. They be-
lieve that only a certain definite amount of in-
teiligence was created at first, and subdivided
into a fixed number of creatures; and that no
additional souls have been created since, but

Hence the prohibition, on the part of |

that they bave been perpetually going through |

a scries of transmigrations. They say that
men and brutes only differ from one another as
bail, and snow, and ice, and water differ, that
they are the same substantially, yet may be
resolved into one another at any time; so that
2 man may be a lion to-morrow, 2 fish the next
day, or n worm the day following, and so on.

Buddhism is thus. in onc light, Atheism—
acknowledging no God at all; and in another
light Pantheism—maintaining that everything
15 a part of God, that iny readers and the beasts
of the field are all portions of deity. Oh, the
folly and the pride of the human intelicct!

But such abstraction cannot satisfy the com-
mon mind. It dem=ands somcthing real, and,
alas, too frequently, something visible and tan-
gible. Accordingiy, the Buddhistsin Thibet
have invented a theory of a living incarnaic
Baddha. They helieve that intelligence per-
soaifies itself, and in a conceatrated manner
bursts into human form.
by them to dwell in 2 man who is styled the
Lama. This man is keptin a temple i a state
of entire inactirily.
verse, and is worshipped by the priests with
the utmaost devotion. When be dies, his spiris
is supposcd to eater the body of a child. The
priests pesforsr many absurd incantations, and
at last £ix upon somc infant and then procced
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Buddha, as well as have temples erected to
themselves.

These remarks may help to explain some
things which have puzzled those who have read
a little about Buddhism. Svme writers have
called it a system of Atheism, some a system
of Panthusm, some a systemn of Deism, and
others have looked upon it as only a system of
idolatry. The fact is, it assumes all these
phases, and appears this system or that in
accordance withthe lightin which it is viewed.
Atheism in China and Japan, it is Pantheism
in India and Cecylon; Deism in Thibet and
Tartary; & mixwre of cach.in Burmah; and
idolatry wherever it prevails, for the sake of
the common peopie.

But bow Jdi< Buddbism enter China? Ina
very remarkable manuner. Since the time of
Contucius, there had been 2 tradition floating
among the Chinese that #in the west the true
teacher was to arrive.” Conscquently, they
were always looking to the west for some great
man to cxplain to them the way of truth.
Morcover, they were thoroughly tired of the
negative system of Confucius. Persuaded by
bim that it was irrational to think that they
could have any dutics toward = Being, of whose
cxistence they were not even surc; and that
all their dutics pertained to the right discharge
of the various rclationships of life, they bad
tricd long to quench the religious instinct
within them. Butit was mastering them ; they
were fecling that they mus! worshp something ;
they were looking around them, and many were
falling into gree~ superstitions. At this junc-

" ture, the Emperor ailag-ti (who reigned about

" travelled as far as India.

60 A.p.) had a d-eam in which a person appear-
cd 10 him, acd told him to sead to the west,
and he would gect aknowledge of the true reli-
gion. This dream mude such a powerful im-
pression upon his mind, that he at once sent
ambassadors in searck 7 the truc way. They
Here they met with
somc intelligent Buddhist pricsts. These pricsts

" cxplained their faith to them, and flattered
‘ them into the belief that theirs was the very

Buddha is supposed |

lic is the lord of the uni-

o the house, and hail it as the lams, and ¢arey -
it off to their temple, and set it up and worship

1t as the iacarnate iard of the universe.
Thibrliaas are not the onls people who mar be
called Buddhistic deiste. The pricsts in other
countrics have invenled Jords many, and gods
many, for the masses. Ruddba is too far removed
from the conceplion and the wants of com-
mon men. iHence. they have inveated a class
of gods called Poosa, in Ghiaa. The word
Poosa, means pity. compassion; and they are

Bat

i

sapposed to be more accessible and more con- |

siderate 0 the inGimities of the poor.
<hief amoag the Poosa are the gods of the

seligion they sought. Theambassadors believed
them. Arrangements wero speedily made. Cer-
tain priesis were aj-pointed to accompany them
home. They took some images aad their sacred
books. They were well received by the cmpe-
ror. The system was estzblished, and itspread
with most amazing rapidity throughout the
empire. The people just fiew to it as thirsty
cattlc to & streaw in the desert. Their religion
nature was absalalely starsing : and, hence,
whea they saw the Ruddhist's idols and impo-
sing ritual. they said, *here are our gods)'
and they fell down and worshipped thea,
These things are nol mere invention, but
kistorical facis : for the dream and its coase-
quences are all found recorded in the Chinese
histories, and can be perfecUy relied on. And
this religious revolution is most instructive.
It shows us how impossible it is for scoulanist
rotions—Ilike the system of Confucins—1to satis-
fr the haman bheart. It must have something
to worship. And were the imational degmas

The 1 of the sesulatista to prevail over aay latge

portion of men, thcy wonld be iafallidly the

wesiera heaven, and Kwan Yin, the goddess of | fivst to fall into aay specious system of idolatry
=crcy; and these are placed in the lemples of ¢ that might present itself.
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But we are arrived. Having disembarked
awid & gazing crowd, and wended our way
th.ough the busy streets, we reach the northern
suburbs. There stands the temple. It crowns
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* be washed, or collars to be arranged! There
was never such peace in the house! It would

~the front stairs!

that besutiful hill. You see it pecping through -

the trees. We reach the foot of the hill, and
enter & small gateway. Inside were balsams,
and cockscombs, and flowers of many kinds,
growing in great profusion—for the priests
often display great taste in their gardens. Our
way lay by a zig-zag path up the hiil, and a
pleasant path it was. [t was shaded every
nox and then by the foliage of trees, and en-
livencd by beautiful flowering shrubs. There
were spr.ngs, too, of clear and cool water;
and cverything was pleasing; only the thought
of the idolatry within and around filled the
heart with sadness.—Sunday at flome.

COMING AXD GOING.

Sunshine and shadow come and go alter-
nately, or with mingled influcnce chequer the
scencs of life. The first coming of & child into
the houschold is more than the advent of an
angel. A dirine messenger might more sur-
prise us, might play upon our wonder and fear,
or give food for reflection by his message.

But & child comes from as mysterious and
strange a land as the unknown sky. Every
day the little thing flls us with gquestions and
wonders of thought. Onc child is a8 wholc
populntion. What is it? what will it become?
how shall we rear it? what isit doing to us
and within us? These thoughis come and go,
in light and shadorw, in Lope and fear, in giad-
ness or sorrotw, with fooifalls as numerous as if
& wholc host, and not onc little babdbe, were the
subjcct of them.  Bat of the coming of these

' to proof,

sound like music to have some feet clatter down
Oh for some children’s noise !

What used to ail us, that we were hushing
their loud laugh, checking their noisy frolic,
and reproving their slamming and banging the
doors? Wc wish our neighbours would only
lend us an urchin or two to make a little noise
in these premises. A house without children?
It is like & lantern und no candle; a garden
and no flowers: a vine and no grapes; a brook
with no water gurgling and rushing in its
channel. We want to be tired, to be vexed, to
be run over, to hear child-life at work with all
its varictics.

During the secular days, this is enough
marked. But it is Sundaz that puts our homes
That is the Christian family day.
The intervals of public worship are long spaces
of peace. The family scems made up on that
day. The children nie at home.  You can lay
your hand on their heads. They seem to recog-
nise the greater and the lesser love—to God
and to fricnds. The house is peaceful, but not
stil).  There is a low and mclodious trill of
children in it. But Sunday comes too still nosw.
There is a silence that achies in the ear. There
is too much room at the table, too much at the
hearth. The bedrooms are 2 world too orderly.

* There is too much leisure and too little care.

littic ones pocts and parents have written abun-

dantiy.

What about their going? When they go out
to return no more, we believe that the door of
the Father's house has opened, and that they
are safely at hame.  We weep.  Butitis not
that they are gonc—but that we are lefl. We
wcep—not becruse they are inside of the gate—
but because we arc on the outside, and the door
is shut,

But there are other goings brsides these up-
ward and heavenly ones.  Children grow up.
Nothing on carth grows so fast as children. It
was but yesterday, and that Iad was plazing
with lojs, a buoyant boxr. Heis a man, nxnd
gone now! His footis in the ficld, his hand
upon the sword. There is no mare childhood

Alas! what mean these things? Is somebody
growing c¢ld? Are these signs and tokens? Is
lifc waning?

All summer long the great full-breasted tree
has coverced his branches by numberless leaves,
and whirled them in the wind for music, and
covered the little birds from sight that sung
apd builded within. It was green, and strong,
and musical. At length a single leaf hangs in
the tree with a brilliant colour.  You look at
it and sigh, * It is the first that] have scen
this summer; there will now be more such.”
To-morrow it fails. QOthers ripen and foliow.
Ere long the tree grews thin, Everr wind 1ifts
many of them, aud hands them down to the
ground. Evcery dax there is less sound in tle
irec ; every day mere of rustling leaves along
the fences. At lengih, after a mrin. and a windy

. buffeing, the tree holds out its barren arms,

and there are nowhere leaves upon them!
Wait, O tree!  There are buds and leaves yet.
QOgly between thee and them is sicep—burial—
resurrection.  Winter is come, but so also is

. spring coming.—H. W Beccker.

PR

for him o for us. Life has ciaimed him. Whea
»n beginniag is made it isiike a ravelling stock- |
ing, siitch by stitch gives way, il all ase gone. -

The Louse kas not a chiid init.  There is no
more naise in the hali—bdoys rushiag ia pcll-
meli—it is very ordesly now,  Thete are o
more skates or sleds, bats, halls, or strings, left
scattered about.  Thiags are neat enough now,

There is no delay of breakfast for sleepy
folks., 1here is no loager any task before you
lic down of locking after anybody. and tuck-
iag up the bedelothes.  Threre are no dispuies
10 seitle, nobody to et oF lo school, no com-
Plaiats, no importanities for impossible things.

RO rips to end, no Ehgers o tic up, Do faces to ¢ and susiaia boly action.

ON THE ESSENTIAL AXND ACCESSORY
ELEMENTS OF PREACHING.

We should never forget that, as religion, to
use the words of Schlciermarcher, is not a thiag
of kaowing only. or s thing of deing. bul of
feeling and of affection. it is with thal inmast
sanctuary of the soul also that the Christian
preacher hirs mainly 1o do.  His main business
is not to extead theological science,—0 sound
the foundations of speculative truth.—bol to
feed the springs of Christian life.  He is there,
not to philosophise or theerise, bat to plead
and pessuade, to waken consciences, o kiadle
bearis, to nourish moml feeling, te siimulate
His message, there-
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fore, is not alone or mainly to the reason, or
<The judgment, or the :esthetic tastes, but to the
soul,—to those spiritual instincts and infinite
wants and longings lying deep down at the
ceatre of our being, which it is the business of
religionat once to cvoke und satisfy. . . . That
reason and intellectual gifts generally have an
imporiant function in the work of the pulpit, is
of course beyond question. That function is at
once negative and positive. They contribute,
on the one hand, to preserve the substunce of
the Dirine message pure, by rejecting all ad-
mixture of crude opinion and morbid feeling :
and on the other, te illuminate it, and set it
forth with original force, freshness, and beauty.
The intellectual charm which choice words,
fine thoughts, vivid illustrations, keen glances
into the hearts of men aund things, and those
deep, pregnant utterances of wisdom waich
reveal the fruit though not the processes of
philosophy, impart to any discourse. whether
religious or otherwise, is assurcdly not to be
made light of as an ally, if not the principal
agent, in the work of the pulpit.  Stll intel-
lectual power is one thing, and spiritual power
is another.  Lect them, by all means, and as far
as possible, be combined, but let not the once be
substituted for the other. Nor arc we disposed
w0 assent to the demand now often made on the
Christian preacher in these days, to cschew all
douctrinal statements, and confinc himself to the
practical concernment of human duty and com-
mon life, or at least to aim rather at the embo-
dimcut of a certain Christianised tone of
thought and feeting, than the inculeation of any
dcfinite Christian system.  If] indeed, by doc-
trinai preaching is meant the mere mechanical
reproduction of other mcen's definitions and
forms of thought,—raw and wretched moarsels
of unmasticated, und:gested catechism or creed,
the dead tradition of a controversial and dog-
matic orthedoxy, rather than the living faith of
the heart,—we can scarcely have oo litile of
it, and the best friends of the pulpit will mourn-
fully confess that we have by far too mach.
BRut if doctrinal preaching in the true sensc be,
as surcely it is, the clear and carncest declarmtion
of God’s message to sinful men, or in the words
of a pre-eminently doctrinal book, of % nhat we
are to believe concerning God, and what duty
God requires of man,” the declaration of this
by men who believe it, and because they be-
lieve it “thercfore speak,” itis difficult 1o see
how we can have oo much of it: we can
scarcely indeed conceive a proper Christian
discourse wilhout it.—North ritish Rericis.

IMPROVE EVERY-DAY INCIDENTS.

A teacher may often make a deep impression
on his class by improving spiritvally litile

{
i
!
|
]
|
I

. come of the accasions when he
. most striking lessons.

t——————_—— s e -

cvers-day occurrences, which the observing |

eyc will gather up in even the masl quict com-
munity. The greal arl coasists in applyiag
them forcibly to apprapriate Scriptumal instruc-
tion. By this means the mind is more deeply
interesied, and the instruciion is implanted
oftentimes farlife. It requises forethoughi and
careful study to do this accepiably, bat the
results are worth the effort.  When D:. Chal-
mer3 was professor at St. Aadrews, he was ac-
custoxed to meet on Suonday cveniag a litde
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class composed of the poorest, most neglected
children he could gather together. Aund yet
this great man says that to meet this little
circle, hie prepared himself as thoroughly and
carefully as to mect his class at the Cniversity.
Perhaps eternity will reveal as great results of
his labours among those children as in his
higher walks of uscfulness.

Do not reject things beeause they are ordi-
nary, common. Human life is made up of
commonplace incidents. Therefore, as religion,
to be of any real use, must enter into the de-
tails of life, a teacher must use such common
things as instruments.

The most ordinary events may be made the
basis of veryprofitable instruction if the teacher
will only prepare for it.  Real living occur-
reaces impress children far more than abstract
truth. The sudden death of a scholur whom
all have known, is a more powerful preacheron
tite uncertainty of life than any Scriptural text
you could produce. The skilful teacher will
seck to impress such a lesson, augd point it with
appropriate passages from the Bible. A few
words sometimes will bring home cternal truth
with great power to the mind.

A distinguished clergyman was standing
hefore 2 glowing molicn furnace, gazing
thoughtfully into its ficrce, fiery depths. My
fricud,” he said scriously to a workman stand-
ing by, ¥ what does that remind you of 7 The
words sank deeply into the man's mind, and
however busy he might be, there was that ter-
rible preacher of cternal wrath just before him.
He could not shake it off, arnd it brought him
at length to cry out fur mercy, and to find itin
the bloed of a Saviour.

A teacher ane day met one of his scholars
at the fouatain which supplied the village with
water. It was a full, rushing stream, pouring
outin a crysial flood from the limestone hill
that rose behind the hamlet.  The teacher put
the question to the little girl—a question yon
will think obvious cnough—* My child, have
you cver diank from the Great Fountin 77

y Those few words acver left her until they
1 brought her jadeed 1o the fountain of life.

Consider our Lord’s mode of teaching on
uttered his
The lilies that bloomed
in the meadows of Palestine, the vines that
grew along the hill sides, the fig-trees in the
valleys, the hushandman going forth to bis
daily wark of tillage, wese sights familiar to
all that heard him, and were in all probability
then visible before their cres.

The law of mental acsociation is so strong
that it almast alwazs happens that when two
things have heen seen together ance, the sight
of the one recalls the second to the memory.
Saif in connecction with a spriag, a sireel, or
any familias thing, you have succeeded in
pointing 2 particular lesson, it will never be
forgotlen.

£ A STITCH IN TIME SAVES NINE!

Ameangst the many pleasaat villa-like residen-
ces near Hampstead Heath, none was more
conspicuous far its asr of cheerful neatness than
that of Mz, Dice, ap atteracy in a good prac-
tice in the city.
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The view from the house was charming. In |
front, the eye never wearied of looking at the |
wide expanse of heath, peupled, in the sum-
mer evenings, by crowds eager to leave behind |
them for a while the pent-up atmosphere of |
Loudon, and breathe for a little the tresh air.
Then, from the back windows was seen the
garden—not of great dimensions, to be sure,
but tastefully laid out, and bright with all the
flowers of the senson; and when Mr. Dice
returned from business, as he ofiendid, weary
and exhausted, he always found a cheerful
welcome in his suburban home.

Six years hefore, he had brought to that
house lns girt-bride—half afraid lest, in the
many solitary hours she would require 10 pass
whilst he wus engaged in business, she would |
pine for the friends she had left in her Scottish
home. But he need have had wo such fear.
Maria Dice, fond of her friends, and happy as
she had been in the home of her cluldhood, was
not one needlessly to pine for them, after she
had united herself to one whom she loved. His
interests became hers, his home the onc she
cared for. Time never hung heavy on her
hands. Houschold duties were engaged inj
the poor sought out, visited, and comferied;
and the hour of her hushand's return found her
ever ready, with her brigitest looks, to wel-
come him. A yearafter their marringe 2 babr-
dauchter was born, and Maria felt ber cup of
bliss was full.

On e May evening we write of, when
littie Julin (sull an only child) was five years |
old, Mrs Dice sataleonc in her cheerful draw-

ing-room, busy at work. Out of doors all
lovked very bright. The garden was radiant
with blosem; the goiden laburnums droopied
their beavily-laden branches till ther touched
the ground; and every trec and bush were
bt rsuag into Ieaf.  Mrs Dice leoked troudbled
as 1 scme painful thought opjressed her; bus
the laouk of vexation vanished as the door
opened, and little Julia entered, tooking some-
what disconsolate, holding up her little frock
witli & most perplexed expression.

¢ Obh, namma’ she said, ‘ only sce! what s
big, big hule! What will surse say 7 Will you
please mend it? 1 could not bielpit. Lastnight
it was quite little—so tiny, you could hardly
sce it ; but to-day it has just genc on gelling
bigger and higger, till now—only lookh mammal
what shall ] da ??

Mis Dice looked up, half amused at the dole-
ful teuc of the child.

< Al Julia) she said, ‘why did you not
give it tome or durse last mght, when the
hole was small? Then it would have been
easy 1¢ mend ; now, I doubt it is impossible.
Julin, sou must learz the proverb, * A stich ‘
in unic saves nine.”’ !

* But, mammas, last night it was so very tiny -
you could hardly sce it.’ |

¢ The more reason for a slitch to have pat it
to rights. and hindered it from genting ngger. §
Just ke litile faulis, Julia. they fead 10 tag- !
get ones. Yes,” abe said—bul the nords were
mote addressed to hesself than the child— |
firuly 1 have scon an instance to-day of what !
a faull, appavently tricial to hegin with, may |
lead o, if alinwed 10 remrin uncorrecicd. |
Thza, sceing the child's cyes inteoUy fixed op |

{
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her, she continued, * Yes, dear, I'll try what ¥
can do : only another time bring the hole to
me when it is quite small; and when you can
mend yourself, pever forget, “ A stitch in time
saves nine!?

After Julin was in bed, and while Mrs Dice
was busy at work at theorn frock, she told
ber husband the following story :—

¢ Edward,” she began, ‘do you remember
Major and Mrs Grove, who lived at Elmm House
within o few miles of my futher’s, and how
passionalely fond they were of their only daugh-
ter, Ada?’

Yes, Edward remembered them quite well;
and Ada was a pretty, pleasantgirl too: what
of them ?

fWell, Ada (now Mrs Archibald) called here
to-day ; and, poor thing, 1 pitied her so, she
was in such disiress about the death of a young
gir], the dauvghter of the forcman at Elm House.
Ada has been much to blame in the matter, and
bitterly does she reproach bersclf for it now,
when it is too late.

¢ All her life, Ada’s great fault bas been that
cf putting off a present duty. 1 have heard my
mother say, that when Ada wag asked to do any
message when a child, her answer was, “ O
yes, 1 will by-and-bye.”” Sometimes it was
done, sometimes forgotten. Once my mother
remonstrated with Mrs Grove upon allowing
her child to contract the bad habit of proceas-
tination ; but Mrs Grove's reply was, ¢ Wel),
perhaps itis a bad habit, but still itis a very
small one; time cnough to check it whenit
leads to any harm.” But the time never came,
and the habit went on increasing.

¢ At schaol it was the same story—Time
cnough. Send Ada to propare that lesson at
mght. Nightcame; she was tired ; to-morrow
would do as well.  The consequence was, that
the lesson remained unlearned.

¢ When she grew up, it was still the same
thing. A pecessary visit was put off and off,
tiil offence was given; thern Ada (who was
really & loveable girl) sought forgiveness so
pleasantly, biamed herself so fuliy, that her re-
counciliation was soon made; but the habit
remained unbroken. Last year she married s
gentleman of fortune, a Mr Archibald, and weat
abroad for some months—till, about six weeks
ago, they came to scitle in London.

¢ Immedately on their armival, Ada received
a letter frem her mother, begging her to go at
ouce and find out ghout n young girl, called
Margaret Jure, who had keen for some months
in & shop, the name and address of which were
sent. This girl bad at first written reguiarly to
ticr parenis; but for some wecks they bad
heard nothing of her, although they bad writ-
ten begping her to write.  Knowing Ada’s be-
seiiing 1ault, Mrs. Grove urged her to go at
once and find out about the girl, and sorelieve
the ninds of her parents, who were very anx-

{ tous to ltearn the cause of bier silence.

¢ Ada read the letter; said to herself that
she would ;. imuiedintely to the shep and ask

. about Margaret Jure, whem she had huown

from her childhood—=a well brought up, re-
speciable gicl,

Alas for Ada’s resalation. She did intend to
go, but sommething crme in the way, and to-
morrow would do as well. Dage passed on. A
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month had elapsed, and Margaret Jure was for-
gotten; till ancther letter from Mrs. Grove
sent Ada off, in a fit of penitence, to the shop
of D——and Co. Her inquiries after the girl
were coldly answered : ¥ Yes, Margaret Jure
had been o needlewoman in that shop, bur had
ieft three months before. lHer eyesicht was
not good enough to do the fine work required.
and therefore they had parted with her. They
knew nothing against her, and had no doubt,
as she had not gone home, that she had pro-
cured another situation. They could, however,
direct the lady to the place where she had
lodged ; possibly she was there still.”
¢ Ada drove there She asked, * Does Mar-
garet Jurc lodge here?” Her heart sunk at the
answer: ¢ She did, ma'am; but she had left
abouth a month ago, and I know nothing about
her now. She left because she was too poor to
pay ber lodgings; and you know, ma'am, we
-can't keep people who don't pay. She could
get no situation; so, what could she do 7™’
Only 2 mouth ago! Ah! had Ada gone when
she first Teceived her mother's letter, how
much misery she might have saved the poor
girl and herself! What bitter remorse!
¢ Days passed, and no clue could be faund
of Margaret. At last, half desperate, the latter
came to London to seek bis child. He traced
her from one place to another : the samestory :
increasing poverty scemed to have driven her
from place to place; yet all spoke well of the
girl.
¢ Atlast she was found , but ob! Edward,
how Ada cried as she told me she was dead :
Want and fatigue had brought an a fever,
which, in a few short days, cut her off in a
mean lodging-house, the mistress of which
took compassion on the houscless girl, and
took her in. A letter to her mother told all.
She had failed in getting work, and pride had
findered her from teturning to her home, and
letting it be known she was not fit for her
situation. Had there been but onc frieadly
tfiand near, to be stretched out to comfort her,
she might have been saved. And # oh "
Ada said, ¢ but for my procrastiaation, I
would have been in time. And even her father
blames me; for I saw it in his looks, though
he dared not put itin wordsi Ob, surely, 1
have got a lesson far life!  Now, poor Marga-
ret, I feel as if 1 were her murderer!”
¢t Is it not sad, Edward? 1said all [ could
to comfort her; but yet Idelt she was sorely
10 be blamed.  Her fault scemed small at first,
and yet what it has led to! Just like this
frock 1 am mending. Julia sars the hole in it
wwas quite tiny at first, and just went on getting
bicger and bigger, Hll now the frock is quite
spoiled. Q! in morce things than frocks the
proverb of * A stitch in times saves nine”
Yholds true, does it not ?7
Bdward sympathized with his wife in her
distress for her friead, and spoke stronzgly of
the lesson which ber story read to every one—
to heware of the beginnings of evil; to check
a had habit at the first, whilst it is still small,
and can be prevented from increasing. ¢ Yes,

Maria, he said, ¢ (~ take the simile of little ,
Julia's torn frock, it is with little sins like the ;

little hole, ©* A stitchin times saves nine.”’
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sin. They may scem unimportant at first, but,
if uncorrecied, they may lead 1o your eternal
ruin. Watch and pray against not only what
seem great sins, but against those al-o which,
however small they may at first sypear, yet,
like the little cloud seen by the prophet—small
at first as a man's hand—may, like it, increase
so rapidiy as tostand as a thick cloud be-
tween you and your God. Remember the
declaration and the prayer of the sweet Psal-
mist, and make them your own: ¢ Who can
understand his errors ? cleanse Thou me from
secret faults.'—Christian 1reasury.

THE GLORY OF THE PINES.

Magnificent! nay, sometimes, almost terrible!
Other trees, tufting crag or hill, yicld to the
form and sway of the ground, clothe it with soft
compliance, are partly its flatterers, partly its
comforters. But the pine is screne resistance,
self-contrined ; nor can I ever, without awe,
stay long under a great Alpine cliff, far from
all house or work of men, looking up to its
companies of pine, as they stand on the inac-
cessible juts and perilous ledges of the enor-
mous wali, in quict multitudes, each like the
shadow of the one beside it, upsight, fixed,
spectral, as troops not knowing each other,
dumo for ever. You cannot reach them, can-
not cry to them, those trees never heard human
voice; they are far above all sound but of
winds. No foot cver stirred fallen leaf of
theirs. All comfortless they stand, between
the two cternities of the vacancy and the
Rock ; yet with such iron will, that the rock
itself looks bent and shattered beside them;
fragile, weak, inconsistent, compared to their
dark cnergry of delicate life and monotony of
enchanted pride; unnumbered unconquerable.—
Ruskin.

i Woxnens oF Tng Drer.—In certain parts of
| the Arctic Ocean the water is opacue, and of
o deep green hue.  Scoresby found that this
. was owing to the presence of excessively nu-
! mcerous microscopic meduse. He computes
! that within the compass of two square miles,
i supposing these creatures to extend to the
; depth of 250 fathoms (which, however, is
; scarcely probable), there would be congregated
i together a number which 80,000 persons,
j counting incessanddy from the creation till
i now, would not have enumsrated, though they
; worked at the rate of a million a-week!  Yet
i it is calculated that the area accupied by this
# grreen water ” in the Greenland seais not less
than 20,000 square miles. What a union of
the small and the great is here '— Gosse.

Tux Jov of Rstaviovsmir.—IHow different
were Jacob's feclings when his sons returned
the second time from Egypt, to what they were
. when they came back the first time! When he

first heard of  the man,’ and his strange but
liberal conduct, he wandered, and was thank-
ful; but when he heard the unexpected tidings,
‘Jaseph, thy soa, is Fet alive,” his feclings were
. most overwhelming., Just as much difference
is there inthe ferlings of different persons while
hearing about Christ in heaven. To those who
i ate not telated to Jesus the news possesses

Dear readers, beware of the beginniags of | little interest ; but when the sinner knows Him
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as his Friend and Beloved, what joy, wonder,| “No, dear; but you cannot catch it. 1It's
and hope fills the soul \—Christian Treasury. | gone now.”

oy e sste Tl “Yes I can, mamma. I1) huntit. Thereit
Stupy Tug BeacTivvi.—Men are so inclined ‘ is again, by that tree. Ettie. come and help
to content themselves with what is commouest; me.” nnd’ awav he \vex;t over {hc lawn
the s.pirit. an.d the senses su easily grow dead to 'I"he tiny sp)nrk flew away from him‘ but he
the impressions of the beautiful and perfect, | followed :t hither and thither, up am,l down
::Lt"rf:;f;i ﬁ?se,f,?ﬁglfhi"}gg&?}f gzlrgﬁlt:(:dj;c;zisomctimes falling over things,which came ix;
thing; For no man caa b(r}u- o be c‘;xurcly "his way; and unce when it Ind in a rose-bush,
I T L . 2 'he rushed manfully after it, but there were
deprived of such exjoyments; it is only because thorns among the ioscs whi’ch tore his little
they are not used to taste of what is excellent, ! he s, aud he cried out with pain
that the generality of people take delight insilly § = pain.

' .
and insipid things, provided they be new. For l m\:ﬁmdd&ﬁudgﬁ;;oiafau}:ll’xs tl:x(:o'g::})ll'}‘l:( ?3'32
is rcason one ought ev ; o paway. M >
this reason one ought every day at least, t hcz"“"!thmg. You only hurt yourself. I wouldn't

little song, read a good poem, see a fine picture, |,
and if it were possible, to speak a few reason- |
H

able words.— Goelhe But Freddy would not give up.

“Yes I can, mamma,” said he; “I caught a
. ?nit-rbr}:iix;f.;igsf x:ir;osf L‘TTII:ELC&L'S?_ butterfly this mox;ning, n(x))g 'thti's is so pri;gbt 31:
Ata ought in a pedlar’s puck to the door | can see it anywhere. ! there it is,” an
of Richard Baxter’s father was blessed to the 'away he went agnin, forgetting the scratches
good of the son. The ¢Saint's Rest, written | and the bruises as he continued the chase
A . “ ] . A 1 R > - < . .
by Richard Baxter, was instrumental in bring- | Sometimes the inscct wasaway above his head,
ing Doddndgc.to rejoice in Christ as his Sa- | and again it would be hid in the long zrass at
viour. The ¢ Rise and Progress of Religion in | his feet, or it would shine out from behind the
thcfSoul‘,’ written by Doddridge, led t(i‘\\'xl~:l\c(lgc. Stilt on he “went, cucountering more
}w(-rco!rcc.sprcc?n?n\gf t,hc Goslplcl. d\zx]b(;r-;;hornslfm;l gfzcltltmg m((;r(ci.({uns; but he wasxa
orce’s  Practical View’ was blessed to the ! brave little fellow, and did not stop to cry. At
slfirxtual welfare of Legh Richmond.  Legh |last he was successful. The little hands closed
Rlshmond s *Dairyman's Daughter’ is said to, over the ‘glm:’iug sp'nrk, and with the joyful
have been the ncans. by the l!ol) Spirit § in-, exclamation, :()h! I've got it; I've caught it
ﬁucncc,;l)g cr((:a:um;t;} 1:1 the mind })f v.htlz).lz.m- : xf:o]xlv, ;n';l(;xmm'b he cnnf\c b:}calhlcssly up, care-
peror  Alexander that reverence for Divine fully holding bis new-found treasure.
things which marked the latter days of thc'l “Take care, Freddy,” said his sister; “if
Emperor’s life ; and thousands of men ir hum- ' you hold it so tight you will kil it. Bring it
2 ler stations have rejoiced in God their Saviour | in to the light, and let us sce what itis.  Are
in conscquence of the perusal of the ¢ Dairy- | you sure you have the fire-fly 2”
man’s Daughter” Who is able to compute the|  “Yes lam. I saw it go into my hands, 1
amount of spiritual good conferred upon the  know I've got it
world by the writings and the teachings of | Slowly the little hands unclosed before the
Baxter, Doddridge, Wilberforce, and Legh 'eager eyes which were searching between them.
Richmond ?—and this <ast aggregate of good | He did not speak for & moment, and then be
may be traced to one little tract, accomparnied , said, # Oh mamma!” but his tonc was chang-
by the Divine blessing.—1I{. and F. Record. ‘ed

For e Poumy,

i 4 Vell, dear ?”

! He came up to her slowly, and in a grieved
{ tone replied, © 1t was only a little brown bug,
’iaud 1 threw it away,” and a sob followed the

; words.

THE FIRE-FLY. i # My poor littic Freddy, did you get disap-
pointed after all your tronble, and was it ‘only
(ine warm summer cvening, Mrs. Howlett “a little brown bug afterall 7 Well, I wouldn’'t
was sitting upon the verandah with her chil- cry about it, dear,” and the mother's arms
dren, watching the crimson light in the westas closed around the little fellow, and her lips

it brightened and then faded slowly away before  touched his flushed forchead.
the coming night. © « &ee there are more of themm now, ail over
Litile Freddy, who had been for a long time by the hedge and the summer-house. How
unusually quict, suddenly started up, exclaim- much brighter they look now it has grown

ing— dark. Ther are all ‘little bugs, Freddy, and
‘ There mamma, I know it is. I can see it | they only shine when they are fiying.”

now.” An hour later the mother was standing at
“Sec what dear? What are you thinking  the window beside her cldest boy, = youth of

about 77 t whom she might well be proud.  Yet beneath

“ The spark, mamma. There must be a fire 'all his noble qualities there lurked an cager
somewhere, for 1 saw a spark go rightover the fdesire for fame, for the world's applause,
honeysuckle. There it is again. Don't Fou i an ambition which sometimes caused the mo-
sce it Ettie ?” { ther's heart to tremble.

“QOh! that isn't o spatk,” said his sister;  “ Harry, dear,” said she, placing her hand
“that's a firc-fly. Did you never sce one be- ! earessingly apon his shoulder, * do you know
fore 1" | xhat Fredds's chase after the fire-fiy reminds

“ A fire-figl Is ita (ir? { am going to catch ' me of T
it.  Wiil it burn, mamma?” 1 % \What, mother ??
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‘* There are a great many things in this world
which are like fire-flies. They are most beauti-
ful and glowing when just beyond the reach.
One of the most brightest of these is fame ; and
there is many a poor sou' with eyes blinded by
its glitter, who considers nolabour too arduous
and no path too rugged which will lead him to
it. And should he gain it at last, possession
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would take away the brightness, and with the
disuppnintment he would have left, like poor
little Freddy, only the scars made by thorns and
brambles which he had encountercd in the
chase. My boy, believe me, there is nothing
bright and enduring but heaven, the ‘inherit-
ance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that
fadeth not away.”

Sabbath Beadings.

For the Presbyterian.
SOWING IN HOPE.
* They that sow in tears shall reap in joy."”
Working and waiting still,
Scattering the seed from morn till eventide,

No harvest blessing comes with joy to fill
Our bosom’s yearning void.

We watch with weary eyes,
For early shower and later rain ; alas!
The barren earth as iron scems; the skies,
A firmament of brass.

Yet must we not give way
To weakening doubts, but trusting in the Lord,
That we shall reap in due time, if we stay
Our hopes upon His word.

In the approaching years,
Some seedling struggling through the clods of
earth,
Watered with sighs and prayers in dimming
tears,
May spring to glorious birth,

And in our presence grow,
To cheer us with the master's favoring smile;
Reaping, with thankful hearts, wbile stili be-
low
" The first fruits of our toil.

Or if our work should end,

The busy feet be =till; the lips be mate,

Ere we have reaped, some others God will send,
To gatber in the fruit.

Then let us faithful prove,
Sowing with Javish hand the precious graio,
Assured that if we sow in faith and love,
Our work shall not be vain.
C.8. C.

THE ROOT OUT OF 0RY GROUND,

4 For he shall grow up before him as & tender
plant, and as & root out of a dry ground :

he hath no form nor cumeliness : and when |
we shall sec him, there is no beauty that |

we should desire him."—Isaiuh liii. 2.

You have seen in waste places roots pro-
truding out of dry ground, the roots uhmost
as dry as the ground itself, serving no pur-
pose apparently but to make the carcless pas-
scr-by to stumble.  Such reots, and the

sprouts which sometimes spring from them,
are the most unattractive of all growths,
and for practical purposes the most useless.
Strauge emblem this, given us by pro-
phecy, of the Son of God ! Strange emblem
of him who was the chiefest among ten thou-
sand and altegether lovely. But we may be
sure that it is significant and true.

There is a somewhat similar prophecey in
the 11th chapter of Isaiah :—* There shall
come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.”

The royal house of Jesse and David had
 fallen into decay long before the Christ was
born. But the stem of Jesse was still in the
ground, not uprooted nor destroyed. and out

of the roots thus preserved by Divine pro-
. vidence, that branch sprang forth in the

person of Jesus, by which the royal house
- was raised to more than royal honour. In
this respect the Christ was a root or sprout
growing out of a dry ground.

But the manner 1n which the werds of
the 53rd chapter are used, seems to point
rather to what was consequent on Christ’s
lowly, though royal birth, than to that lowly
and royal birth itself—namely, the estimate
which the Jewish people formed of him in
consequence of his lowly appearance. ¢ He
shall grow up asa root out of a dry ground.”
The idea suggested is twofold. e shall
arow up without any present attractiveness
or beauty, and he shall grow up without
any apparent likelthood of cver becoming
great or fruitful.

I. The Christ was to grow up without
any present beauty or attractivencss to the
eyes of the people. “Asa root out of a
dry ground.” Could anything be less at-
tractive, less beautiful than such a root ?
How different from the tree that is planted
by the rivers ot water, that bringeth forth
its fruit in its season. and whose leaf never
withereth!  Irom the shrivelled, withered
sprout that mects us in the desert path the
1 eye turns away distressed and unsatisfied.
{ On the rich foliage and fruit of the shrub
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or tree which grows well tended and well | flesh and blood had not revealed to themn,
watered, the eye rests with never-ceasing | that this was indeed the Christ, the Son of

delight. Jesus of Nazareth was as the
former of these, not the latter, to the gen-
eration amid which he grew up. They
turned away from him as they would from
a dry root which obstructed their path, or
a sprout growing in some desert place.
They saw no beauty in him why they
should desire him.

Let him speak as never man spoke, with
a Divine profoundness, a Divine authority,
a Divine love, such as might have startled
them into the belief that verily God had
come Jown among men, and they turned
away saying, ¢ Whence hath this man
this wisdom ? Is not this the carpen-
ter, the son of Muary, the brother of James
and Joses and of Juda and Simon? And
are not his sisters here with us? And
they were offended at him.” Mark vi. 2, 3.

Let him admit into his nresence a poor |
woman who huad been 2 sinuer, und whose

tears are the only language in which she
gan express her penitence—let him not
break that bruised reed nor quench that
smoking flax, but speak words of comfurt
to the broken heart, and those around him
cannot understand the state of mind which
at once hates sin and compasstonates the
sinner; and their only solution of what
they witness is,—¢ This mum, if' he was a
prophet, would have known who and what
manner of womun this is that toucheth
him ; for she is a sinner.” Luke vii. 39.

Let him cast out devils from the bodies
of afflicted men and women, and drive
them away from earth to their own place
in the deep of hell, and with a perverseness
that bade defiance to all reason, they said,
¢ This man casteth out devils by Beelzebub,
the prince of the devils.”

Even when he performed his erowning
niracle, and raised from the dead a man
who had lain in the grave four days, they
were not conciliated nor drawn to him.
The huwan tenderaess which wept with
the sisters while they stood by their bro-
ther's grave, the prephetic wisdom which

apened by that grave fountains of consola-

tion whenee cighteen centuries of mourn-
ers have drawn, but which they have not
exhausted, the Divine power which brought
back the departed spirit from the other
world, and warmel the dead b .dy into life
to receive it—all fuled to convinee and win

his encmics. Thay were anly exasperated !

and influncd with a deadlizr purpase.
Not indeed that all were thus blinded.

|
t
':
|
|

the living God. They saw the beauty of
his character, their hearts were thrilled by
the music of his voice, and although they
were often bewildered by aspects of his
mission which they did not understand,
they clave to him and trusted that it was
he who should redeem Isracl. But these
aspects of his mission which bewildered
the spiritually enlightened, utterly con-
founded the massof’ the people, and formed
the stumbling-block over which they fell to
their ruin. There was beauty in Christ.
Thre was attractiveness in him. Ie was
not a root out of u dry ground. The rose
of Sharon might not compare with him for
beauty. The lily of the valley was no
sufficient emblem of his humble grace. As
the citron tree with its rich foliage and
richer fruit among the trees of the wood,
so wus Christ among the sons of men ; and
much more. le was the chiefest among
ten thousand, and altogether lovely. But
the Jews were blinded—blinded by an
utter worldliness which would not appre-
ciate the most Godlike yift unless it minis-
tered to u worldly purpose—blinded by
false conceptions of the Messiah's reign, 2
reign which they would have to be estab-
lished on the ruins of Casar’s throne, and
to wicld Casar’s sceptre—blinded by a
love of sin which shrank from his pure
presence and pure character with intense
aversion. The Jews were blind, and failed
to sce a beauty which wrapt heaven in
astonishment.

1I. The second idea in our text scems
to be—-He shall grow up without any ap-
parent probability or Jikelihood of ever
becoming grcat or fruitful.  What so un-
attractive. we have said, as a root out of a
dry greund?  What so unlikely, we now
say, ever to become great and fruitful ?
Judge according to the appearance, and
that root, or if you prefer it, that sprout
growing out of a small and hidden root,
will never come to any strength, or height,
or usclulness.

Look at the man Jesus Christ.  The
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air
have nests, but he has not where to lay his
head.  That wayfaring man of grief whom
you might have met in the streets of Jeru-
salem and on the roads of Sumaria and
Gulilee, wearied with his journeys, is now
King of kings and Lord of lords. Just
because of all that he did and suffered in
his humiliation, God bath highly exalted

There were a few «ho understood what | bim, 2ud given him 2 name that is above
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every name, that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, and every tongue
should confess that he is Lord of all. He
who was insulted on earth with the purple
of a mock royalty, is now exalted on the
throne of heaven, and he will return to
judge this world where he was despised
and rejected.

Again look, at what we call the religion
of Jesus Christ, how small and feeble its
beginnings, how unlikely, even as a root out
of dry ground, ever to become great and
notable. One hundred and twenty persons
assembling in an obscure upper chamber,
with no leaders but cleven men of their
own humble order, unlettered and private
persons—what could these accomplish, with
the wealth, and learninyg, and power of the
world against them ? The church was but
a very tender plant, and seemed incapable
of outliving the storm, which the powers
of durkness raised around it again and
again. The onlooker coule. predict for i
nothing but speedy destruction. But, con-
trary to all human probabilities, it lived
and grew, till it became a mighty tree, un-
der whose branches myriads of men have
sought shelter, and of whose fruit they
have partaken to their soul’s life and joy.

Looking at the matter still more closely,
what could be so unlikely as that the shame-
ful death endured on the accursed tree
should become a fountain of life to the
world? The idea of good educed from
evil was familiar to men; pain turned into
pleasure, and the bitter into sweet, disap-
pointment overruled to promote the end
which it scemed to frustr.te—such ideas
were familiar to observant and thoughtful
men. But eye had not seen nor ear heard,
nor had it entered into the heart of man to
conceive, that life should give itself to die
to bring death back to life; that the worst
death which human hands could inflict, the
most painful and ignominious which hu-
man sufferer could endure, should be the
ground and source of eternal life to sinners.
Believers in Jesus of Nazareth as the Son
of God, could cling to the hope that not-
withstanding his death he was the Son of
God. But that not in spite of his death,
but by means of it, he should save the
world, and fill heaven with the saved, was,
even to believers in him, such an improba-
bility that it never entered their thoughts.
And yet this is the truth. He died that
we might live, and through his death a
multitude which no man can number are
already in possession of eternal life.

We scc now what was meant when it
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was foretold that the Saviour, that wondrou
person who was to divide the spoil with
the strong, and by whose knowledge many
were to be justified, should grow up in the
presence of and in the judgment of the
Jewish nation as a tender plant and as a
root out of a dry ground. He was unat-
tractive to their blind eyes, even as such a
root is to the traveller. And of his ever
becoming great and mighty there was ag
little apparent probability as that a feeble,
shrivelled sapling in a desert place should
ever become a fruitful and wide-spreading
tree.

But it is our joy to know that in botk
respects the judgment formed of him was
not in accordance with truth. And now
we preach Christ unto you, the wisdom of
God and the power of God to the salvation
of the lost. We call you away from your
pleasures and your ambitions, your toils,
your merchandise, your studies, your gains,
to contemplate the Son of God, to see his
Divine beauty, to adore his Divine majesty,
and to cast yourselves on his Divine mercy.
If you have eyes to see, we ask you to
look on the face of the Son of man, and
confess that there you see the brightness
of the divine glory. If you have ears to
hear, we ask you to listen, and you will
hear a still small voice of love and tender
compassion which will make you feel that
it is the voice of God. If you have a
heart to sorrow or to joy, we ask you to
study the reason of that death which was
endured on the cross of Calvary, and you
will find that he who suffered it could have
saved himself if he had only chosen to let
this world be lost.

“ Fo: love of us he bled,
For love of us he died ;
'Twas love that bowed his fainting head,
And pierced his sacred side.”
~Sunday at Home.

« WAIT, CHRISTIAN, WAIT1”

¢ Wait till it is a little darker, and then
you’'ll sec the stars.”
Till deeper shadows lie upon thy spirit :
Wait till some dearer member of thy houschold

band—
Perchance thy loved companion-—
Depart to join those gone before, [veil,
And then a Father's hand will draw aside the
¢t And thou wilt sce the stars !’

And wait, thou man of hoary hairs!
Thy heart is weary, and thy step is slow ;
Sbades of life’s evening darken round thy path,
And still thou'rt waiting till thy summons
come.
T ait till the skies a little darker grow,
t And thou shalt sce the stars!’



