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Christian Knowledge Series.

Puley’s Evidences of Christianity. .8 0 58
5

Butler's Analogy of Religion. .....
Taylor’s Holy Living........ . 650
l’uﬂ: ’s Natural Theology 50
Keith on Prophecy.............. 50
Bnnyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. . ... 50
Doddridge’s Rixe and Progress. . .. 50
Peley's Horwe Palinee............ 50
Presbyterianism.

Confession of Faith............. 50 cts.
Fisher’s Catechism.............. 70 ¢

6

Paterson on the Shorter Catechism 50
Brown'sShortCatechism(Hx. ed.) 2
Lesson Slips for 1882, per dozen

15 cents, per hundred.......

Sunday-School Supply Agency.
PRESBYTERIAN HELPS.
Westminster Teacher Monthly... 50 cts.

¢ Scholars Quarterly. . 15 ¢¢
“ Intermediate Lesson
Loaf Monthly, 73«
Westminster Primary Lesson Leaf
Monthly............c..ote 73 ¢
These prices are postage paid 6 or more
copies to one address.

Juvenile Illlustrated Monthlies.
¢ Sunbeam,” 30 cts., ‘S, S. Visitor,”
23 cts., ¢ Forward,” 50 cts.
Send for catalogue to D. McGREGOR.

Having received theagency for the sale
of the Publications of the Presbyterian
Board, Philadelphia, for Maritime Pro-
vinces, selections of their books will be
kept in stock and any others on their list
that may be desired will be ordered. I
have already ordered upwards of 300 vols.

The following comprise the ten latest
issues of the Board :—

Five Women of England......... $1 40
Four Friends and their Fortunes... 1 25
From Exile to Overthrow......... 140
Those Dark Days......... ...... 100
Westminster Normal Class Outlines
(middle course).............. 1 00
The Ride Through Palestine. . .... 2 00
Arnold Family .,................ 125
Faithful to the End...... ....... 1 00

Parables, by Rev. Alfred Nevin, D.D. 1 50
In connection with the above agency,
I have appointed Mr. John Carter as
Colporteur for Halifax and Dartmouth.
D. MacGREGOR.
145 Hollis St., Halifax.

Lerrers or tie Rev. SaMven Rurngg.
FORD, Principal and Professor of Divinity
at St. Andrew’s, 1639-1661. With a
{refnce by Rev. Alexander Duff, D.D.,

L.D., for sale at the Religions Book and
Tract Depository, Granville St., Halifax,
for 85 cents.

The name of Samucl Rutherford has
long been familiar to English speaking
Christians. His last words, that beauti-
ful hymn,— s

““ Glory, glory dwelleth in Immanuel’s hand *—
are sung in many a home and have cheered
many a sad heart.

This book contains 362 letters which
were written during various periods of
his eventful life. About 220 of them
were written to friends when he was in
prison in Aberdeen, in chains for the sake
of the gospel. They are the outcome of
a deep Christian experience, the breath-
ings of one who walked with Christ and
who vealized the blessedness of such com-
pany.

A Guipk rFor Disciples, by Rev. J. G.
Pike, a sequel to Pike's ¢ Persnasives to
Early Piety,” may be had at the Book
and Tract Depository, Granville St.,
Halifax. Price 28 cents.

To the young Christian setting out on
the way to heaven it is full of the richest
counsel and instruction. To the pilgrim
far on in the journey it is a most valued
helper, It touches every phase of the
Christian life and the Christian’s duty in
every relationship in life. All who wish
to walk in the strait and narrow way will
find in it precious.

THE Axx10Us INQUIRER AFTER SAL-
VATION DIRECTED AND ENCOURAGED. This
little book, by Rev. John Angell James,
bas been blessed to many as a comfort
and guide. Itis sold at the Book and
Tract Depository, price 17 cents.

Browx’s SorT CATECHIS: FOR YOUNG
CHILDREN with which all are so familiar
is published by D. McGregor, 145 Hollis
St., Halifax. Price 15 cts. per doz.

Mr. McGregor has the sole agency for
the Maritimeg.Erovinces for the works of
the American Presbyterian Bourd of
Publication, and is prepared to furnish
teachers, pastors, Sabbath® schosls, all,
with the works of that great Presbyterian
Publishing House.

He has also bound vols. of the Ilius-
trated Missionary News for 1881, contain-
ing Mission News from all parts of the
world, price 75 cts.
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Tue MARITINE PRESBYTERIAN enters
upon its second volume with good pros-
pects. :

Accounts for the past year have been
made up and it may be well to submit a
report of the years work :

Copies published during 9 months, 34780.

Cost of Paper, T 8206 14
¢« < Printing, 323 05
Postage on MAR. PREs. 20 64
Other Expenses, 22 17
$572 00
Cash Received, 8401 37
Yet due, about 20 00
421 37
Adverse Balance, 8150 43

Wheun we take into account the large
jssues for the first month or two, for
which there were few subseribers, and the
large number printed and distributed
over and above the subscription list dur-
ing the whole year, to get it into circu-
lation, the result is almost better than
could have been anticipated.

Had the issue after the first month been
Limited to the number of subscribers, with
a few for distribution, it would have been
now out of debt. But when I saw that
it was going to succeed and that extra
expenditure would not be lost, I thought
it the wisest plan to circulate it more
freely.

By printing a large number a twofold
good has resuited, the papers have done
good where read, and the circulation is
larger than it would otherwise have been.

The subscription list is now such that

it will pay for itself during the current’

year and part, if not all, of last years in-
debtedness.

That it may not only be free of debt,
but have a balance on the right side for

Foreign Missions or some such work at
the end of the year, it is carnestly asked
that each reader will make a little effort
to increase the circulation. Let every
reader be an agent and introduce it to a
neighbor who may not be taking it, or if
possible get up a club.

In doing 8o you are not working for the
Editor,ifor he has no interest in it except
doing the work and paying the bills, you
are working for the Master.

Its object is to give religious uews, both
home and foreign, and good reading
matter, in so cheap a form as to be with-
in reach of all.

Let it not interfere with other periodi-
cals. It differs from all. It can take the
place of no other, but will try to fill its
own place. It is so cheap that it will not
require much elbow-room in the purse,
but will fill in a measure a want in many
a home.

In sending it forth again I can only
repeat the words of the first issue : It is
wholly devoted in all its interests, finan-
cial, moral and spiritual to the Master's
work. May He accept and bless it.

CHRISTIAN GIVING.

ARTICLE NO, V.

«¢It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.” Itisremarkable that those words
of our Lord, containing as they do anim-
portant principle, were not recorded by
one of the evangelists and that they
should be recovered, as it were, from the
mass of his unreported sayings by an in-
cidental sentence in the teaching of Paul.
THE DISPOSITION TO GIVE IS MORE BLESSED,

There is more real happiness ex«
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perienced in giving than in recoiving ;
for the disposition that prompts to the
generous deed is capable of larger on-
joyments. From the nature of things
the sclfish man cannot be truly happy.
He lives for himself, laburs and toils for
himself : and the very act of receiving
and hoarding exercises a demoralizing in-
fluence over his spiritual and moral
nature. He gradually kills out every
manly and noble sentiment of his soul,
and soon he begins to despise himself and
suspect others. Honest in his dealings,
truthful in his words and loud in his
pretentions, he may presuade his neigh-
bors that he is prosperous and contented,
yot the constant yielding to an over-
powering desire for gain destroys the
subjective capacity of enjoyment. As
well might you expect to find a smnmer’s
rose blooming and flourishing in the
winter's frosts and snow as to find peace
oand satisfactioh in the selfish soul. Gos-
pel fruit cannot grow on such a soil.

The blessing is pronounced cnly upon
them who give .nd who delight to give.
One of the grand characteristics of Christ
was the disposition to give. He frecly
gave His tears, His sympathy, His labors,
His sufferings and death ; and He gives
His Spirit to awaken, to sanctify and
savo His people. He gives pardon and
peace, camfort and consolation, joy and

gladness to all who accept Him as their-

Saviour, .

That nind which was in. Christ- will
also be in His people. To be Christians
we must be like Christ in our views and
feelings,in ourhabits and désires. “Freely
ye have received, freely give.” Theman
who gives cheerfully has a disposition
which is Godlike in its charactéd, and
tendencies and possibilities. *God is

love.” : **God 50 loved the world that'

He gave His only begotten Son.” *“The
love of Christ constraineth us.” Love s
service. Loveigan active, busy operative
principle. It gives itsclfaway. Itfinds
pleasure in working and spending. Fts
hgppiness is in deing good, It feels xight

because it acts right.  What at first was
o duty has become a pleasure. The great
motive-power, the governing, guiding
principle of life is love—love to God and
love to man. This love is the fruit of
-God's love for us: **We love Him, be-
cause He firet loved us.”

Blessed tlien is the heart disposed to
give, blessed the man who has.such a
heart, blessed because of the character
that assimilates to God and sccures the
Lord’s approval. Cursed is the heart
demoralized by selfishness.

IT IS MORE BLESSED TO BE IN THE POSITION
TO GIVE.

Giving implies ability—implies the
possession of that out of which we can
give. We cannot give what we do not
possess. Money is a talent and the capa-
bility of acquiring money is also a talent,
entrusted by God. Blessed is he who
kas both the talert and the desire to use
it properly. Poverty is not necessarily
o blessing. If a man’s poverty has come
through idleness, extravagance or dissi.
pation he cannot enjoy the blessing which
he enjoys who has by persevering indus-
try and economy accumulated that out
of which he freely gives.

If & man is in a condition in which he
can assist others he should be profoundly
thankful. There are very few who can.
not promote the interests of others and
the oause of Christ. If we are not rich,
we can do what we ¢an and receive the
blessing. ““Fur if there be first o willing
mind, it is accepted according to that a
man hath, and not according to that. he
hath not.” )

TBERE I3 THE SLESSED REWARD..

God has attached large and preciows
blessings to ‘libem?" giving, and fesrfil

consequences to dishonést withholding'y
and-alf “‘the promises of God ‘are in
"Christ Jesus, yea, and in.Him amen"
We.are assured that, **The.liberal sout
shall be make f&t, .and he that watereth
shall be watered also himself.” '« He
that soweth bonntifully -shall reap also

bountifally. . God loveth ¢ke: cheerful -
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bl\ or,
cate (gl\e) forget not, for with such sacri-
fice God is well pleased.” ** Charge them
that ave rvich in this world that they be
ready to distribute, willing to conununi-
crte ; laying up in store for themselves
a good foundation against the time to
come, that they nmy lay hold on eternal
life” (1st Tim., 6 : 17). ** Bring ye all
the tithes into tho store housc, that there
may be meat in iy house, and prove me
now herewith saith the Lord of hosts, if
1 will ot open the windows of Heaven,
and pour you out s blessing that there
ghall not bo room enough to receive it”
(Mal. 3: 10, 11).

These words were not spoken without
a purpose. They are full of meaning.
They have a significance which should be
fully appreciuted by the Christians of our
day. The experience of God’s people
bears awmple testimony to thei- truthful-
ness. It is not too much to affirm that
the men who give the most liberally and
systematically are the most useful and
most happy Christians. They enjoy fully
the richness of the gospel and the fatness
of the Lerd’s house.

The act of giving exercises a reflexive
and beneficial influence upon the soul.
1% crucifies the love of the world, destroys
selfishuess, draws out theirsympathy and
love towards their fellow men, deepens
their interest in the cause of Christ, in-
creases the spirit of prayer, prepares the
mind for the reception of truth and opens
the heart for the indwelling of the Spirit.

Then there is the promise, *‘the blessing
of the Lord which maketh rich and add-
eth no sorrow with it.” Complying with
the requirements of God’s Word, we
shall receive a blessing ; refusing to com-
ply, we must suffer the consequences.
«God is not man that He shounld lie;

“neither the son of man, that He should
repent : hath He said, and shall He not
do it ? or hath He spoken, and shall He
not make it good

‘What is true of the individual is also
true of the Church. Why is it that to-

“To do 500(1 and to communi-

day we have so much preaching and so
little practice? We have earnost men
and faithful preachors in our pulpits, we
have our Sabbath-day worship and week-
ly prayer-meetings, our Nabbath-schools
and Bible classes, yet, with all those and
other appliances in operation, how few
the conversions to Christ ! It is an in-
teresting and instructive fact thatin pro-
portion to the amount of money and
labor expended there are more conversicns
made to Christ in heathen lands to-day
thar there are in civilized countries.

We hear o great deal of the scepticism
and infidelity of the times, of the a-
terialistic tendencies of the science and
philocophy of the age; and every lover
of truth and humanity must view with
gorrnw the rapid strides with which
Mammon is marching through the land.
Sceptics boldly acsert that the Gospel is
losing its power and tirat the religion of
the Bible will soon be a thing of the past.

They have apparent reason for their
boasting. The fourth commandment
seems to be no longer binding upon the
consciences of the people. In this
nominally Christian country the steam-
boat whistle may be heard in many of
our harbors on the Sabbath morning;
while the railcars go thundering through
our towns, carrying respectable men and’
church members ; in “factories and conl
mines, which are owned largely by pro-
fessed Christian men, many employees
are compelled to perform work which
is neither the work of necessity nor
mercy ; rumsellers and wholesale lignor
dealers can yet take their seats at
the Lord’s Table while some of
the victims of their nefarious traffic are
serving out their term of imprisonment ;
in many congregations, of eighty or a
hundred families, bazaars, of which “‘grab.
bags ” and *lotteries” form an important
part, seem to be an indispensable
euxiliary in raising the necessary funds,
money which liberal and honest Christians
would gladly pay out of their own
pockets ; and even tes mestings are some-
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times found useful in raising the salary
of the Lord's servant.

This is preminently a money-lovitg
age. Never hefore had Mamuion so many
loyal subjects or so many devout wor-
shippers. “The love of money is the
root of all ovil™ in the world as well as
in the Church, It tempts men to guestion-
able and dishonest practices in secular

matters and to wilful robbery of God in

religious affairs, The running of railway
trains on the Sabbath and an cmpty

Church treasury are traceable to the sume !

cause, an overpowering love of the
present world.  As a consequence God is
refusing to give his blessing. Men’s faith
is weak and their love is cold. Conver-
sions to Clist are few. Spiritual enjoy-
ment is little known and experienced.
Religicus life is largely a matter of form.
1t has hecome quite fashionable to speak
of the reilexive influence of prayeras the
only benefit which we may reasonably
expect from our approaches to the throne
of grace. One of the threats uttered
against Israel of old for disobedience was:
« And thy Heaven that is over thy head
shall be brass, and the earth thatis under
thy feet shall be iron.” Deut. 28 : 23.
But how can the blessing of Heaven be
geeured 2 What will bring down the re-
freshing showers of God's grace? The
Divinely inspired reply is: ¢ Bring ye
all the tithes into the storehouse, and
prove me herewith, saith the Lord, if I
will not open the windows of Heavenand

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

pour you out u blessing, tl.at there shall |
not be room enough toreceive it.” Then |

will there be tire Pentecostal sermons and
Pentecostal blessings. Then will there
be the quickening of God's people, the
conversion of sinners and the advance-
ment of Christ's cause in the earth, There
will be men full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost and there will be new evidence
that * the Gospol is the power of (iod
unto salvation.”  What joy and gladness

would be experienced by Gods people
and what joy in Heaven over repenting '

smners ! Let the Church bur ** hwnor

the Lord with her substance, and with
the first-fruits of all her increase” and
then her * barns shail Lo fifled with
plenty, and her presses shall burst oug
with new wine.” Oh, that the Church
would earnestly seek the blessing in the
Divinely appointed way !

Even the temporal prosperity of wen
would be increased by their liberal giv-
ing. There are numcrous promises in the
Word of God which prove this assertion.
In Deut. 15 : 10, wo read : *‘ Thou shalt
surely give Him, and thino heart ehalt
not be gricved when thou givest unto
Him; because that for this thing the
Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy
works, and in all that thou Duttest thine
hand unto.” See also Prov. 3: 9, 10;
Prov, 11: 24, 25: Prov. 19:17. No
man has ever been made poor by giving
unto the Lord ; many a man has been
ruined by dishonest withholding.

It is true that a selfish man may accu-
mulate and become wealthy; but “a
man’s life consisteth not in theabundance
of the things whih he possesseth.” Gold
dollars and bank notes cannot make a
man happy. A man who lives to accu-
mulate cannot live to enjoy. He who
feeds upon husks mnst starve even though
there are abundance of husks. Itis “the
blessing of the Lord which maketh rich
and addeth no sorrow with it,” even in
this life. A millionnaire may be miser-
ably poor !

Oh, that men would test the truthful-
ness of omr Lord's saying : “‘1v is more
blessed to give than to reccive !” Oh,
that they would first give themselves un-
to the Lord, and then unto His work by
systematic beneficence and consecrated
effort ! How much more useful would
they be in this life, and with how much
zreater confidence could they look for-
ward to the glory to be revenled in them
hereafter. They would have stronger
faith, deeper love, and a more joyful
Christian experience. They would know
more of *“the fullness of the blessings of
the gospel of Christ,” and have & lurger

_ appreciation of *“ the hupe of his calling”
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and of ** the riches of the glory of his in-
heritance in tho saints.”

What a blessing it would be to the
Church and the world! Then would
Zion arise, shake herself from the dust
and put un her beautiful garments. She
would be glorious and attractive to the
world, und men, who are new amazed
and rendered sceptical by the want of

manifest Christian consecration and who

are repelled by the coldness and selfish-
ness of the professed friends of Jesus,
would then be convinced of the divinity

and save such.

All mankind have sinned

. and come short of the glory of God, and

of the religion of the Bible, be brought . ! i
! ing them in some other way than through

to the Saviour and enlisted as vhe loyal
soliiers of the Lord. Souls would be
saved, the world evangelized and God's
name glovified.
A. F. TuoxsoN.
Economy, December, 1881.

THE TRUE BASIS OF FOREIGHN
MISSIONS.

For upwards of thirty years the Pres.
byterian Church in the Lower Provinces
has been engaged in Ioreign Mission
work, yect how many do not fully realize
the true basis on which this great enter-
prise rests When we read the interest-
ing letters of our missionaries from their
respective fields of labor we notice that a
grea. work is being donc and wondrous
changes effected. The Gospel when in-
troduced among the degraded inbabitants
of earth and applied to their hearts and
consciences both reforms and civilizes.
Customs and habits change, arts and
sciences are introduced, vice and immo-
rality decrease, men and women beccin~
better citizens and new motives and de-
sires are originated. Such are some of
the fruits and evidences that follow the
labors of godly men in heathen lands.

But when we consider the great work
in which missionavies are engaged are
they not doing something nobler and
%ra.uder than reforming and civilizing.

heir great commission is, ““Go ye into
all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature.”

In many respects this command of
Christ’s should be suflicient to establish
the claim of missions. But when we look
still deeper do we not find that the very
pith of the Gospel is to save the lost, and
was it not our Saviour’s mission to seek

when the message of salvation 1s pub
lished to the perishing it is that they may
be raised out of theiv lost condition. Is
not this the true baris on which the
FForeign Mission enterprire rests, the lost
state of the heathen 2 Only through the
name of Jesus can any be saved and in
order to salvation we must know that
name.

When we reflect upon the Jost state of
the heathen it scems a hard truth to he-
lieve. The thought that so many thous-
ands have perished and are penshing s
truly overwhelming,  Many caunot en-
tertain it and speculote about God’s sav-

faith in Christ. Yet we are commanded
to send them the Gospel because they
are lost.  Must we be chm’ge(l with cruel

i and hard hearts to base missions to the

heathen ou such a fact. Vere the
Apostles who labored so earnestly and
endured untold sufferings for the sake ot
their 1cllow men cruel and hard hearted ?
Was Wm. C. Buras who labored ¢o ve-
votedly among the Chinese enduring toil
in the Master’s service cruel and hard-
nearted ? Was our pioneer missionary,
Geddie, who left the endeatments of home
and castin his lot with fierce cannibals
cruel and hard hearted? No, they saw
a lost world and longed to tell the
heathen the story of the cross. Is not
this the true basis on which our work in
Formosa, India, Trinidad and the New
Hebrides rests.

As a christian church have we fully
realized and grasped the i‘ca of the
magnitude of the work. Ifso then we
will help to hastcn the realization of the
grand proposal of Dr. Pierson, of Detroit,
the sending of the Gospel to the whole
heathen world within the space of 20
years. lsit too vast an undertahing?

ot if we ave filled with the spirit of the
Master. Should it not fire our zeal when
we reflect upon the fact that hell isre
ceiving many fresh recruits from the
ranks of heathendom every day.

May the Lord arouse the great branch
of the Presbyterian family to which we
belo.:%)to see and fully understand the
true basis on which Eoreign Missions
rest. The heathen are lost.
it ?

Do we feel

A. B. Dickir.

It is o shameful fact that since Bosnia
was annexed to Austria it has had far
less religious liberty than it had unde.
Mohammedan rule.
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FREE WILL OFFERING. uito satisfied it is a good one, and (as

—

Tho Synod instructed the Committeo
on Systematic Beneficence, of which Rev.
E. A. McCurdy is convener, to moko in-
quiry As to the success of **Systomatic
(iving.” Mr. McCurdy corresponded
with the scoretarics of congregations.
Al the answors thus far received havo
heen published, and all show thata good-
ly mensure ot success has attended the
gohemo. Somo of thess answers were in
our lngt issue ; more of them are given be-
low:

ST, ANDREW'S CHURCH, TRURO.
Truro, Doc. 15th, 1881,

Rev. E. A. McCorpyY :

Rev. and Dear Sir,—In answer to your
postal card of Dec. 5th, I beg to say that
St. Andrew’s congregation some yearsago
adqpted the system of voluntary offerings
for cach Sabbath day for the support of
ouvdinances.

Romo members of the congregation con-
tribute by placing their contributions
in an envelope with their name on the
back. Othera prefer placinyg their money
in the plate each Sabbath without an
envelope, .

Of those contributing by envelope
some do so every Sabbath day. Others
once each month, while & few prefer to
pay quarterly. . .

Our moda of collecting is by passing
the collesting plates round after the ser-
men both morning and evening.

‘The treasurer koeps an account with
metmbers .who contribute by envelope,
awi at tho annual meeting furnishes an
account showiny what each one has given
durane the year as well-os what has been
received by generalcollection. -

Ouy aceounts for this year, 1881, will
not be made up until the firat of the new
yenr as our anpual meeting is not until
about the middle of Jannary, and I can-
not, at present, speak .with aceuracy.as
to this year's accounts.

Tor tue year 1850 we colleoted the sum
of 31863 which was sufficient to pay
stipend, attendance, fuel, oil- and Insur-
mn3s on church,-and $360 interest:on our
debt.

This year there may probably be not
s> much collected, but the difference wiil
nat, I hope, be very great.

As regards the working of this system
of collecting, I think the trustecs aro

ar as our oxperience gocs) much prefor-
able to any other mode formerly in use,
It is truo it gives persons who wish to
shirk their duty an opportunity to do so,
if so minded, and I presume some do take
advantage in this way who might contxi-
bute moro {f personally dcmam%ed, but it
leaves it free to all to pay ns their eon-
science dictates, and, we are inclined to
believe there are but very few among us
who do not do what they consider right.
Yours vory truly,

GEeo. CAMPBELL,

Treas. St. dndrews Cong,

¥ORT MASSEY CHURCH, HALIFAX,
Rev. E. A. McCurpy, Nrw GLAsGow :

Dreaxr Sir,—When Fort Massey Church
was opened it adopted the principle of
Sabbath -offerings and left it with each
individual t/ give as the Lord had pros-
pored him or her. The Sabbath average
varied from $90 to §80 at first. Chere
were 110 envelopes nor any means of know-
ing what was given by individuals,
Sometimes, when the collections or offer-
ings showed a falling off, the mombers of
tho Managing Committee called on the

members and pew-holders of the church,

and stating the needs of the congregation
urged a more liberal response-which was
generally given. .

_ A fow years ago the congregation con-
sidered the average would be raised by
the adoption of the envelope system
which they thought would induce some
who were supposed to be deficient in
their duty to act more liberally. TFor
some months the envelopes: largely in-
creased the receipts, but owing to-deaths,
remiovals and personal businesslosses, tho
average fell from $100 to from §83 to $85
per Sabbath at which it now stands.

The Sabbath offerings pay all the con-

gregational = expenscs, stipend, intevest,

sexton, light and fuel, &c.  The-Schemes
of the Church are attended to by the
missionary collectors who make monthly
rounds. Pew-holders have their own'
pe;vs. First come first served is owr
rule.

SYSTEM.

‘Wo got envclopes 23 per sample here-
with prepared -numbered from 110 say

100 and dated for each Sabpathof the .

year. Lvery contributor hasa number
in the Se vetary’s book. Parallel columns
for cach Sabbabh of tha-year nre in-the
principal book. Every Sabbath the

onvelopes are put into a box at the deot’

»
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on entorin%‘ Members of Committeo at-
tond the doors in rotation two by two
taking monthly turns,

Those Committecmen, when service
begins, empty $he boxes, and, tuke the
envelopea home, On.Monday or "Tuesday
thoy, open tho envelopes and furnish a
Yist to tho Sccretary and Treasurer—
amount in cach envelopoe stunds opposite
to its numbor on tho list. These lists
are hen copied into the boolk weekly.
Envelopes are sent quarterly. Persons
omitting one or more Sabbaths, bring
contributions for these Sabbaths the first
Sabbath they come to church.

JAMES CHURCH, NEW GLASGOW.

. Dec. 20th, 1881,
Rev. E. A, McCurvy, NEW GLASGOW ¢

Rev. and Dear Sir,—In reply to your
enquiry as to the working of the volun-
tary system in James Church Congrega:
tion, I would say that it hay béen in
operation in James Congregation for the
last eight years, and has been: found to
give the very best satisfaction. The
schemo was not adopted by the congrega-
tion until it had cavefully considered the
matter, and had become convinced:that
it was both Secriptural and practical, and
even then it wos with considerable hesi-
taney and fear, on the part of many

members, that-it was adopted. Nota:

few were afraid that the end of the first
year would show & large deficiency, bus
Buch was not the case. There was found
to be sufficient to meet all expenditure,
and up to tha present fime the same hap-
Py position has beéen maintained.

As regards the congregation’s contribu-
+ions-to tho schemes of the Church, they
are made upon fixed Sabbaths, the year
being divided:so as to give & Sabbath
morning colleetion every two months to
one or other of the schemes. i

The -same is followed in the prayer-
meeting, where a collection is taken once
a month ab the missionary meeting.

‘While eight years ago there were many
who were afraid to trust the voluntary
system, I do not think there is to-day »
single member in the congregation who
would go back-to-the old system of a sub-

-scription gaper.

I vemain, Dear Sir, yours truly, .
) HaRVEY GRAHAM;
Treas. James Cong.

Anna.pqlis,‘ Dec. 17, 1881.
Rev. E. A. McCurpY : s
Dear Sir,—~Your card of inquiry re-

gotding tho working of tho Weekly Oifer-
ing Schemo in this congregation, [ have
submitted to tho Trensuror; and em by
him authorized to say that for quite a
number of years they have been working
on the plan of o IWeekly Frecawill Olering.
Find that it is moro successful and moro
ensily operatsd than the subseription
gystem; and that they would not go
back to-the vld mothod on any considel-
ation. . .
I am, Rov. and Dear Sir,
Yours sincerely,
W. MAXWELL,

Kompt, Hants Co., Dec. 26, 1881.
Rev. E. A. McCunrpy :

Dear Sir,—Your card askieg for in-
formation concerning the working of the
voluntary offering sgrstem in Kempt con-
gregation ig at liand.

In reply I may say that it-has worked
well ever since its- introduction. It has

iven good satisfaction. in the past and 1t
is in general favor with our people.at the
present. The means of its adoption was
the rea,di_n% of a serics of articles written
by yourself and published in the Record
of the Maritime Provinces a few years

ago. .

_g’l‘he qlzm recommended appeared to be
s0 sinple, 50 reascnable, and, above all
5o seriptural, that a-majority of our con-
gregotion considered thatitwas deserving,
ot least, of a fair trial. As might natur-
ally ba expected,.some opposed it as an
inovation and predictedits failure. Qthers
consented to give it a trial but were
sccy‘wﬁcal -as to any successful results.

The very first trial confirmed the {aith
of its friends and.agreeably disappointed
the expectations of its opposers.” It was
pronounced a success and has been so ever
since. ®

The mode of raising all funds, for con
gregational purposes and for schemes of
the church, is by this.plan, which is the
free-will offering system pure and simple. -

*" Qur people.are taught to believe that '
it is their duty to honor the Lord with
the first fruits, e. g., loy by the first part
of their income for the-Lord's-cause, On
Sabbath morning hey como into God’s
courts and bring their offering and place
it in & box at the door. Thoy do that-as
an.act.of worship, believing that if it is
sincerely: offered itis.ayy: . sable to God
as.any part of His wcr’sg; s which they
engage. -
" No person knows what another gives
and'no one has any right ta know, as it

3 -
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is a matter of conscience between the
worshipper and his or her Maker.

Itmay be, for ought weknow that there
are some who do not give as the Lord has
prospered them and who would thercfore
give more undér the subscription, open
collection or envelope system, but ounr
})eo le, were they persunded that more

unds could be raised, would not adopt

any other, because they believe there is
not in them the same training of- the
conscience as in & system that does not
let thy left hand know what thy right
hand doeth. .

By this system, praise of men, osten-
tation and every improper motive is re-
moved. A proper motive arises and is
encouraged by the thought that, He who
commanded His disciples to givein secret
sits over against the treasury, that His
omniscient eye sees the motiveas well as
the act and that it will Le accepted by
Him as an offering of gratitude and Jove.

Never before did this system give so
nruch satisfaction as it has since the set-
tlement of our present pastor.

The Sabbath day offerings have paid
all congregational liabilities besides our
special offering being taken for the
schemes of the church. .

Our people have strong faith in the
plan and nothing would induce them to
abandon it to try any other.

Yours very truly,.
-+ Jomx MaLcox,
Treas. Kempt-C'ong,

Halifax, Dec. 1, 1881,
Ay Dear Mr. McCurdy :

The congregation of Chalmers Church
adopted the “frce will offering” plan of
supporting ordinances about ten years
ago, and hitherto we have not in any
way departed from it;nor has it failed
to meet our expectations. _All 2nr people
are‘asked to give as theLord has pros-
pered them ; to give atall meetings for
worshiy., on week days as well as on the
Lord’s Day. We-have had collections at
the door on prayer meeting evenings for
ten years. The amounts received are
small, but they are given cheerfully.
We collect for the schemes of the church
at the prayer meeting. We also ask
persons who do not attend prayer meet-
ing to give what they can for thoschemes,
placing their contributions in boxes in
the aisles, provided for the purpose.

Our pews are free toall. ~Wehavehad
no difficul¥” Lapeeting current expenses,
Qur Chnrc‘)i%g;i‘ltl‘ ends with the 2ist
October. Qur contributions last year

. pew rent system.

* season.

averaged $59.97% per Sabbath. For
Mizsionary and Benevolent purposes we
raised $721.53.

Our congregation numbers about 200
members.. It is perhaps one of the poor-
est in Halifax, there being no man of
wealth dn connection with it, and the
larger majority of members and adherents
being of the working classes. I .donot
thinﬁ we could exist as o congregation
under any other than the ‘‘iree-will
offering” plan. No accountis taken by
any church officer—by any onec except
the giver and the all-seeing Master—of
what each one gives. I am bound to
testify that o large number give up to
the full measure of their ability. Their
liberality cannot be concealed. The plan
we purgue is explained from the pulpit
at least twice a year., Our congregation
changes with great frequency—bence in-
struction and training on.this point must
not be overlooked even for six months.
None of us would wish to go back to the
When we fall behind
an intimation to that effect is given to
the congregation, and the amount re-
quired is always forthcoming.

Yours very truly, :
RopERT MURRAY.

Report of Mission Work : Guysboro.

TO0 THE PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU

I herewith subinit my report of work
done in the Mission Stations along the
Guysboro’ coast during the present

I spent ten Sabbaths between Country
Harbor and Isaac’s Harbor, dividing the
time equally between them. There are
two preaching stations in the Country
Hr, district, one dt the new Presbyterian
chnrch near the Cross Roads, and the~
other nine miles further down the river
at an Episcopal church which is open to
all comers.

At Lower Country Harbor three ser-
vices were held,

I speint at Isaac’s Harbor what is
equivalent to five Sabbaths. For liber-
ality our people at this station are.de-
serving of the highest praise. During
the present season they have done much
towards paying off the debf upon the
church besides contributing handsomely
to the Home MisSion %und. Many

{ miners are coming into the place nowand

we may reasonably hope that some of
them will be Presbyterians. Regular
supply should be provided for every
fourth or sixth Sabbath if the causein
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OCcuntry and Isaac’s Hr. is expected to
Jpresper. 1 beliove if properly attended
%o they will soon form a self-sustaining
.maission. ‘There is mow no preaching of
«any kind at Isasa's Hr. Isincorely hope
aan effort will-be maés to provide regular
tmonthly supply during the remainder of
tthe present season. )

The. untiring efforts of Rev. Mr. Forbes
ito clear the new church of debt are
-worthy of special mention. During the
:summer he visited Country and Isnac's

Hr. and succeeded in collecting about
.$150.
Wine Harbor is-the most encouraging
.of the three stations. There are about
twenty Presbyterian families and .good
true-hearted Presbyterians they, ave too.
Many of them are notable to contribute
very largely to the Mission fund but they
.ave willing to do what they can. The
people are anxious to have montily sup-
ply from the Presbytery. They hope
that some arrangement will be made for
1sending the man appointed to Sberbrooke
40 Wine Harbor at'least one half. of every
-fourth Sabbath.
My hearty thanks are due to Messes.
. D. Gunn, Country Hr., P. Sinclair,

Isaac’s Hr., and G. B. Irwin, Wine-Hr., |

for the hospitable manner-in which they
entertained me free of charge.
’ " ‘Respectfully submitted,
. A..W. Maxox.

Report of Mission Work in Wolf-
wille, ‘Grand ‘Pre and Avonport,
from dun'e“’io -Sept., 188L

<0 THE ?I;_EQBYTERY OF BALIFAX ¢ -

Your Probationer in reporting for the
four months just ended submits_the fol-
lowing statement of work done. I preach-
ed regularly every Sabbath at Wolfville
and at Grand Pre, and held in addition

o third service every third Sabbath at |

Avonport.

The number of Presbyterian families
in connection with these stations is 23 :
10 at Wolfville, 16 at Grand Pre, 3 at
Avonpors. )

The average attendance at Wolfville
was 60, at Grand Pre 75, and at Avon-
pori 80. Many of these however, especi-
ally at the latter statior, were persons
already in connection with other denomi-
nations. |

The avcrage attendance at Sabbath
School was in Wolfville 26, at Grand
Pre 27, at Avoaport there iz a Union
School, The attendance at Prayer Meet-

ings was ip Wolfville 26, at Grand Pre
25. :

The amonnts contributed were at
Wolfville $97.50, at Grond Pre $63.50,
and at Avonport $15, in all §176.00.

T have little toadd to the abéve figures.
The work has gone on-quietly and with
some tokens of Divine favor. Tew as
ous peoplo arc they desire most earnestly
to have vegular services—deeming such
an absolute necessity to the success of
Presbyterianism in Lower Horton.

In Grand Pre there was a slight diffi-
culty in cbtaining leave to conduct ser-
vice in the Covenanter’s Church, but it
has-been removed and matters have gone
on very harmonously—the Reformed
Presbyterians joining with us in Prayer,
Meetings, Sabbath Schools and public
worship. I cannot forbear making
mentjon of Mr. Murray, of Wolfville,
who has done a great deal for our Church
and is'willing to do a great deal more.

On the last Sabbath of September
Mr. Logan, of Kentville, conducted com-
munion service in Wolfville. The at-
tendance was large and the whole ser-
vices of the afternoon very much ap-
preciated.

Respectfully submitted,
ANDERSON ROGERS.

Report of Sumrr;er's Work at Bay
View and Digby, N. S.

TO THE PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX, N. §.:

" Your Catechist in the stations of Bay
view, Digby aud Hillsburgh, during the
summer 1881, begs leave to present here-
with, his report of service in that part of
our mission field during the past Eighteen
Weeks, viz:-fromthe 15th of Maytill the
15th of September.

During this time your catechist condue-
ted forty-three public services on Sabbath .
Days;and nineteen public meetings for
preaching and bible class on week day
evenings. )

He visited about forty-seven families,
and had religious conversation with a
great many individuals as opportunity
was given. On Sabbath the 2lst of
August. he exchanged with Rev. D. C.
Mecintyre who was-at that time fulfilling
appointments in Annapclisand Bridge-
town. And on the 4th Sept. by appoint-
mc. $ again gave service-in Armapolis and
Bridgetown. With these exceptionsall
the services referred to above were given
in the Digby stations.

In the month of Junly Rev. P. G. Mc-
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Grezor, D. D., of Halifax, visited these
stations, preached in each, and on Sab-
bath the 31st dispensed the Lord’ssup-
por. At that season there was no visible
addition to the membership of the Church,
but since then one man at Bay View ex-
Qresscd kis desire to unite with the
Church at the next Communion. And
there are others who purpose doing so
hut for reasons known to themselves de-
fer taking this step. The roll of mem-
bership in these stations is large in pro-
portion to the number of people.

Buy View is our principal station. In
the three places they all appear willing
to do as well as they are able, but at
present much in the way of contributions
cannot be expected of them. Many have
removed who in the past were good help
to us in this respect. ’ :

Your Catechist desires to acknowledge
much kindness from the people and as
fur as can be reasonably expected of a
people fow in nunber and therefore weak
in rosources, they ave ready to do as well
as others.

The sum of 883.06 and three wecks
board hesides were contributed by the
three stations, but-$45.00 was talen from
this sum to pay for fifteen wecks' board
leaving a balance due the nissionary of
£63.04. The account is as foliows :—

To 17 weeks @ $6.00 por week. . . .$102.00
Cr. by board an:1 838.06 besides... 38.06
£63.64
It would be well if oceasional service
could be given from the conyregation of
Amnapolis or clsewhere during winter.
Otherwise there does not appeac to be
much hope of increase of interest.
Respectfuily submitted,
CaarLes D. McLarex,

N. B.—Rev. A. B. Dickic has recently
visited theso stations aud dispensed the
Lord’s Supper again at Bay View, giving
an interesting report to  Halifax Presby-
tery of his worl, and suggesting a course

* to bo pursued in supplying these stations
in future.

Ralance

Ex-Sexator  Merriman, of North
Carolina, in a recent prohibition meeting
in that State, said :—*I have never
aeddled with Kquor. ¥ have never
drunk it, have har%ly kept itas a medi-
cine in my family, and yet it bas meddled
with me, has made my boy a wandering
vagabond, has broken my wife’s heart s
ves, when I was asleep, thinking him at
home in the house, he was being made a
drunkard in the bar-rooms at Raleigh.”

PRESBYTERIES,

——

Presbytery of Halifax.

-VISITATION AT BEDFORD.

- This Presbytery met at Bedford: on the
evening of Dee. 12th, for visitation of the
congregation. The stations of Bedford
and Waverly have been for the past four
years under the pastoral cate of Rev.
George Christie, and are making progress
under his faithful labors. The Stipend
promised is fully Eaid and attendance on
ordinances.much better than formerly.

A preaching station has been opened
at Sackville.

Thelittle church at Wayerly is about
undergoing some repairs and steps are
being taken to purchase a bell for the
neat edifice at.Bedford. .

VISITATION AT ELMSDALE.

The Presbytery met again at Elmsdale
on Tuesday, 13th Dec. at 10 a. m., for
visitation and other business.

After sermon by Reév. D=, Burns, the
usual questions were put to minister,
elders,and managers, and very satisfac-
tory answers given. The minister, Mr.
Layton, is faithfully doing his work, and
£0 far as could be ascertained the congre-
gation is making progress. In addition
to the salary of $700.00 and house .rent
which they pay to their pastor, the
congregation has raised during the past
year for the Scliemes -of the church as
follows : )

Foreipgn Missions...oo.cvvueiuns. $24.00
Dayspriny & Miss. Schools....... 25.42
Trench fvangelization .......... . 30.00
Home Missions.. .......... P 20.00
Supplementing Fund............. 24.00
College Tund............2....... ' 14.00
Aged Ministers Fund..... .. 319
Synod & Assembly Fund...... .. 631
Tatal............ $148.92

Otker religions and benevolent -
objects . .iiioiiiaiann e 16:50
$165.42

INDUCTION AT SI. JOHNS CHORCH,

HALIFAX.

On Thursday, 29th Dec., at 7.30 p. m.,
this Presbytery met in. St. Johns Church
for. the induction of Rev. H. H. Me-
Pherson. There was a large attendance
notwithstanding the web night and
muddy stveets, Rev. Dr. Burns preach-
ed. The usunl questions were asked and
snswered.  Mr. Wylie offered prayer
acd Mr. McPherson was solemnly in-
) ducted into the pastoral charge of the
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congregation, Rev.7A. Gunn sddressed
the gastor .and Rev. T. Duncan the
people.

e oo :
A% the close the newly inducted pastor

was welcomed by the congregation in the
usual manner. ', :

This congregation was organized in
1862, being now. nearly. 20 years old.
The first minister was Rev. T, Cumming,.
who after a. short pastorate resigned.
The second was Rev. John Forrest wlo
labored there for fourteen years, durin
which time the congregation grew an
prospered, Mr. Forrest resigned to.ac-
cept a professorship in Dalhousie Col-
lege, and-after o vacancyof nearly & year

- the congega.tion is once more settled,

May He who has been mindful of them
bless them still,
MR, WHITTIER CALLED TO. CHALMER'S

. CHURCH.. |

The-call of the Chalmers Church con-
gregation to Rev. W. S. Whittier is
quite hearty. Itis sigied by 134 mem-
beis and over 80 adherents. It is tobe
hoped that he will see his way clear to
accept of ib. ) .

MR. PITBLADO-IN WINNIPEG.

Their late pastor, Rev. C. B. Pitblado
was inducted into_the charge of St.
Andrew’s Church, Winnipeg, on the 14th
inst. A public reception was given him.
Over 500 were present including minis-
ters-of all- denominations. He was-pre-
sented-with a winter outfib consisting-of
coat, cap and gauntlets.of Persian Lamb,
worth $200, a kind of -warm elcome
suited to.the rigors.of the climate. The
congregation will at once proceed. to the
erection of a church. - . '

NEW CHURCHES,

Churches are being built at North
Salem, Shubenacadie congregation and
at the Dean Settlement, i)pe’r Masquo-
doboit. Both of these localities wure
erecting their-first churches.

Missionary meeting: are again to be
held within the bounds of this Presbytery
during the winter. :

At our Pine Hill institution this winter
there are 16 students in attendance. We
also.bave four young men at Princeton
two at Auburn and one at Union New
York. :

A Bible class i8 now held at-the ¥. B
C. A. rooms every Sabbath afternoon-for
the benefit of Presbyterian students-at-
tending Dalbousie College, conducted in
turn by the Professors at Pine Hill

AT BAY VIEW,
The Sacrament of the Lord’s:Supper.is

now dispensed twice a year at Boy View,
Digby. In 1875 there were but twelve
communicants, now there are thirty
geven. During the winter some supply
is given and an efficient bible class is
conducted at_the church every Sabbath
afternoon by Mr. A. McRae, Priucipal of
Digby Academy:.

NOEL.

Since the Noel congregation was visited
by Halifex Presbytery a tea mecting has
been-held $he proceeds of which decreased
the debt resting on the church one hun-
dred-dollars. .

SOEET HARBOR.

The S. S. of thiz place, under the
superintendence of Dr. McMillan, enjoyed
a treat on the Monday evening after
Christmas.. around o Christmas tree.
Speeches, recitations and music formed &
somewhat pleasant prelude to the robbing
of the tree and distribution of the fruit.

The weelt of prayer has been observed
in  Sheet Horbor with most gratifying

results.

—————

Presbytery of Lunenburg and
Yarmouth.

This Presbytery met at Bridgewater,
on Wednesday, Dec. 21st.

The Clerk reported that he had fulfill-
ed his appointment at Riversdale and
received a-small collection for the College
Fund. o .

“Thefollowiny appointments were mada
for Riversdale : . .
January Sth,........ Rev. E. D: Millar.
February 12th,.........Rev. A Brown.
March 12th,........ Rev. 1. S. Simpson.

The Presbytery is taking steps With
regard to-congregations that are in ar-
rears.and is aboub-to act on the recom-
mendation of Financial Committeeadopt-
ed by last Assembly, which was as fol-

- lows (— o

“That Presbyterics be enjoined to del
with congregations in the bounds that
are in arrears for stipendab tbe first meet-
ing.after receiving the printed Minutes
of Assembly, and that they report their
diligencs in the matter to their respective
Synods.” .

“The Clork was directed to correspond
with congz‘egntionsthn.t reported arrears
last year and report to the next meeting
of Presbytery. N .

Next meeting to be held at Bridge-
water,Teb. 14th, at.2, p. m. The Pres-
bytery will on the same evening, a7

]
-
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o'clock, hoid u public conference 6n Sab-
bath Schools, -

Presbytery of Pictou.

This Presbytery met in Prince Street
Hall, Pictou, on Thursday, 15th Dec., to
hear Mr. George’s trinls for ordination.

These consisted of the usual prescribed
exercises and were cordially sustained.

ORDINATION AT SHERBROOKE.,

The Presbytery met on l\x&dny, 20th
Dec., at Sherbrooke for the induction of
Mr. Jobn L. George.

“The way was long, the days were
cold,” and none but those. apppointed to
do the work were present.

There was 2 large attendence of the
people. The church was filled. Mr.
Scott preached. Mr. Donald presided,
and after the usuai questions were put
and answered Mr. George was ordained
to the work of the ministry and inducted
into tHfe pastoral charge of the congre-
gation.

Mr. Forbes then addressed the minister
and Mr. Donald the people, and Mr.
George was cordially welcomed by the

con tion.

I\g.egéleorge enters upon his field of
labor with every prospect of success. We
congratulate pastor and people upon the
harmoninus and-happy settlement.

REGULAR BI-MONTHLY MEETING.

The Presbytety of Pictou met at New
Glasgow on the 3rd inst., with anattend-
ance of eight ministers and two elders.

Inresponse fo an applicition of the
Session of Glenelg for three months. sup-
gly from Rev. Mr. Maxwell, :the Press

ytery appointed him in the mcantime
for six weeks to that congl:egation, be-
ginning with the first Sabbath of Feb-
T,

ary.

.-The claims of Manitoba College to a
contribution from the congregations with-
in the bounds were recommended to the
favorable consideration of Sessions. It
was agreed also to direct the attention of
Sessions to the Assembly Fund.

With reference to the statistical
schedules the Presbytéry agreed to in-
struct Sessions to fill them up so as fo
furnish a statement of the condition and
contiributions-for the calendar year end-
ing with 31st December last, and to re-
turn them to-the Clerk of the Presbytery
during the current month.

Comunittees wero appointed to receive
returns from Sessions with referétce to
Sabbath Schools, state of religion and

temperance, withinstructionsin reference
to the.first two-subjects, to-report at the
next regular meetiog of Presbytery. The
Conveners of these committees in the
order above specified are Messrs. ,Alex.
McLean, Wm. Donald and-R. Cum-
ming. :

It was agreed that the remit of Assem-
hly anent » Sustentation or a Supple-

‘menting Fund should:be considered as the

first item. of business at ¢he next regular
meeting. The zemit anent change of
standing orders was disposed of by ap-
proving-the proposal made in its first
paragraph, and by disapproving of that
sugpested-in its second-paragraph.

The next meeting of Presbytery was
appointed to be lield at Stellarton cn the
31st inst., at 7 o’clock, p. m., for visi-
tation of the con tion and for other
business. Rev. d. é:rmthers to preach.

““QIVING” AT BLUE MOUNTAIN. °

In the report of Presbyterigl Visitation
at Blue Mountain section_of Mr. Blair's
congregation, given .1 the November
issue, the amounts contributed for the
various schemes of the Church, for the
past year, were given as $212;

In addition to that a Thanksgiving
collection of §21 was given to the Wal-
densian Pastor’s Fund, and $17:00 was
collected for the French XEvangelization
Fund by Moses Priest, making in all $250
given by a section of about:60.families for
the-schemes of the Chuxch, an average of
over $4.00 per family apart from the
ministers stipend. )

Presbytery of P. E. I.

This Presbytery met on the 2lst ult.,
at Charlottetown. A cordisl and har-
monious:-call from the congregation of
Tidnish, Montrose, and Bloomfield, ad-
dressed to Rev. M. R. Paradis, was ‘sus-
tained and ordered to he forwarded to
him. '
Moderation in a call was granted to
Clifton and Granville, and Rev. John Mc-
Leod, Strathalbyn, np%ointed to preach
in Clifton, on- Sabbath, 25th inst.,at 7
o'clock, . m., and intimate *o the cor-
gregation that Rev, Wm. P. Archibald
Wll% reach and moderate in a ¢all in St.
John's Church, Clifton, on 3rd January,
at 2 oclock, p. m: .

The following committees were appoint-
ed to hold week day Evangelistic meet-
ings, viz. :—In Richmond Bay congrega-
tion, Rev. Messte. McKay, Corr, Fraser
and McMillan, Mr, McKay, convener ;in
Dundas, Rey. Messrs. Frame, Gunn and
Cameron, Mr, Gann, convener.
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Rev. Messrs. McKay, McMillan and
Archibald, were appointed a committee
to receive reports from Sabbath-Schools,
and prepare a_report to be submitted to
Presbytery, Mr. McKay, convener.

‘Congregations which have netforward-
ed contributions to Rev. Lr. Reid for the
Assembly Fund, are requested to do so

" at their earliest convenience.

Rev. Messrs. Carr, Archibald, and

Gunn, were appointed to co-operate with.

Rev. Mr. McLeunan, in prosecuting the
College Endowment Scheme, and pastors
and elders in the soveral congregations
are urged to give to this scheme their
cordial sympathy and support.

It was agreed to hold an ia hune effec-
tum meoting of Presbytery, in Prince
Street Church, Charlottetown, -on 10th
January, at 2 o’clock, p. m.

The Regular Quarterly Meeting of
Presbytery will be held in St. James’
Hall, Charlottetown, on the first Wednes-
day of February, at 11 o’clock, a. m.

+¢Have you ever heard the Gospel be-
fore #” asked a missionary at Niu%po’ of a
respectable Chinaman, whom he had not
seen in his mission room ‘before.
he replied, ¢ but I have seen it. Iknow
a man who used_to be the terror of his
neighborhood. If you gave him a hard
oword he would shout at you and curse
you for two days and two.nights without
¢ .asing. He was.ay dangerous as a wild
beast and a bad, opium smoker. But
when the religica-of Jesus took hold of
him he became wholly changed. Heis
gentle, moral, not scon angry, and has
left off opium. Truly the teaching is
good.” .

Dr. John DeWitt, in an article on’

<«Sensational Preachingin.the Noverber
number of the Catholic Presbyterian, tokes
the ground that oneof the worst effects
by this kind pf preaching is on the
preacher himself, and es]i)ecxally upon his
Yespect for exact truthfulness.  “Letme
have distinctly in view,” says he, ‘‘the
arousal of another’s will to moral action,
and I shall be careful of my own will.
But let ms have in view the excitement
of another’s feelings and my scruples will
abate. The excitement of the sensibili-
ties being my object I willTnot content
myself with the enforcementof truth;I

will paint in broader hues and in more |

glaring contrasts-; I will change positive
into superlative adjectives; I will ex-
aggerate.”

¢ No,” .

SABBATH SCE90L LESSONS.

In the two following lessons are five
instances where tho Scribes and Pharisees
took offence at Christ. This was. the
beginning of the conflict which ended
with his:death.

Jan. 22.—Murk 2:: 1—17. .

Parallels; Matt. 9:1—3. Lu.5: 1732
Golden text—Is. 43 : 25. Catechism 45.
How many sections in thislesson? Two.

1. V.'1—12. Forgiving and healing.
II. 13—17. Calling Matt. Eating
with sinners.

SECTION ¥IRST. .

V. 1, 2 Christ in Capernaum.preaching.
3, 4, 5. Paralytic brought&{orgiven.
6, 7. Seribes murmuring in heart.
8, 10. Christ.answering.
11, 12. Christ healing.
Questions':
To whose house did He come?
Probably His family’s, 1x: 3L
TWhat was the effect of His-coming?
How did He treat the throng ? )
‘What disease came to Him ?
What worse disease in same man ?
How is-it worse? Have youit?
How doyouknow? Can Cluisthealyou?
. Will He? When? - :
How did the men.get to Christ ?
“VWhat was.shewn by their coming?
‘What is Taith? .
What is Faith in ‘Jesus Christ?
How is-faith always shewn ? By worke,
Did: all believe-Christ could forgive ?
‘What did they think ?
‘Where were their doubts? .
How did-Christ shew Himself God.
By readins, their hearts-and healing ?
Who heard Christgladly ? Thepeople.
‘Who rejected him? The Seribes.
Where did the conflict between the
Scribes and Pharisees begin ?
In this instance.
‘What was the ground of it 2
He claimed power to forgive.”
Where did it end? On Calvary.
‘What was the»ch::‘ﬁf at death?
He being.a man maketh Himself God.

SECTION SECOND.

V. 13. Christ at seaside teaching.
14. Call of Matthew.
15. Eats in Matthew’s house.
16. Scribes question. why.
17. Jesus declares his mission.

t
-
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Capernsum wag,on the shore of Sca
of Gallilee on the%teat highway of trade
between Egypt and Syrin on the West
and Damaseus and Mesopotamian on the
East, Here was the Custom House and
Matthew was Collector. L

The Publicans or- taxgatherers were
hated by the Jews because they collected
tribute from Israel for Roman Iaaters.

Questions ;

‘What traders went by this routelong
. before?

Those who bought Joseph.

What is Levi commonly called ?

Matthew,

What did Christ command him ?

Where did they go? -

Matthew's house, Luke 5: 28,

What was the complaint of Scribes ?

‘Whorn did they question ?

Give Christ’s answer.,

‘What was the sia of the Scribes ?

They thought themselves good enough-

withont repentance.

‘What is Repentance (unto life).?

Can you be saved without it ?

Except ye repent-&c.

What two great truths in this lesson ?

1. Christ has power to forgive sin. .

2. Christ is willing to receive repentant
sinners,

I L
Jan. 20.—Mark II, 18.—IIT; 5.
Golden Text—Ex. 20: 8. Catechism, 46

Parallels—Matt. IX : 14-17; XII: 1-13;
Luke V : 33=VI: 10.

I v, 18-22, Fasting.
II 22.98, Plucking-corn on Sabbath.
oI 1.5, ISIueiz;.linv withered hard on

bath

SECTION FIRST.

V. 18, Pharisees questioning. *
18, 20, Parable of Bridegroom.
21, Parable of New Cloth on Qld
Garments, : -
22, New wine in old bottles.

Questions :

Scene? Still in Matthew's home.
What is this second complaint ?
To whom is it made ?
Were Christ’s disciples fasting ?
Who were fasting at this time ?
‘Why. Probably on accpunt of John's
imprisonment. .
How does Christ auswer?
In three parables, as follows :
1. The marriage feast lasted 7 days,
sometimes longer. Young mien, friends of

the bridegroom, called companions or
children of the-bridechamber were-there.
Christ Lere likens Himself to a bride-

groom, and His disciples to the. children

of the bridechamber, and Ho says: ‘“The

. disciples of John may mournand fastnow

that John is cast into prison, but why
should my disciples mmourn,and fast while
Tam with thera, The time will come
when I shall be taken.from them, then
shall they fast.”

2. New unshranken’ cloth sewed on an
old garment will shrink and tear it.
John’s disciples regarded the old dispen-
sation as chief and Christ’s mission mere-
ly to reform it o little. Christ shews
that all old things are done away. New
cloth on new garments. :

3. New wine in old bottles, i. e., sking
which became weakened 1y age and
would not hold wine while it was fer-
menting, Christianity, new, vigorous,
no longer confined to the Jews could not
be confined by their prejudices or. prac-
tices. It must burst forth free from their
trammels breaking. down the middle-wall
between.Jews and Gentiles. ’

Therefore, as these things ere unﬁtﬁnﬁ
80 ig it unfijtting that My é’isciples shoul
be now fasting. ’ .

SECTION SECOXD. :
V. 23, Disciples going across field pick-
ing heads of grain, by thg
. pathway.
24, Pharisees murmuring,
25-27, He tells. what David did.
28, Trueend.of the Sabbath.

Questions :

Where? What day? Who-travelling? *

Of what.do Pharisees now complain?
Tell the story of what David did.
What was the Sabbath made for ?
For man what to do?
Not:to find his own pleasure but to
glorify-God.
Did not the disciples break the Sab.?
No. It was a work of necessity.
SECTION THIRD.
Where was it? What day?
Who present ? .
What were the Pharisees doing ?
‘What did Jesus ask them ?
‘What kind. of hearts-had they?
What did He do to the hand ?
What did the Pharisees do ?
‘What is Sabbath keeping ?
Obeying Christ’s commands.
*Why He is%nrd of the.Sabbath?
‘What are the commands in His Word?
What is the fourth commandment ?
How is the Sabbath to be kepl holy
(sauctified) ?
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Yeob. 5.---Mark.3 : .6-19.
CHRIST AND IS DISCIPUES,
Parallels.---Matt, 12: 14-21 ; Luke 6 ¢
12-16. -

Golden Toxt.-«Jog}; 15: 16; Catochism

SECTION FIRST.
V. 6 : Plot against Christ.
Why this plot? See proyious verses.
_Who plotted against Hin ?
-Who were the Pharisees ? The Ritual-

ists, .
Whatétheir belief? Mark 7:7; Acts
23:8

What their practice? Matt. 22 : 23.
‘Who-were the Herodians? .

A party favoring the Herods and

the Romans. - :
‘Were they and Pharisees friends-?
" No. Bitter enemies.
‘What.made them now agree ?
. Hatred to Christ.
Give 2 similar instance ?
Pilate and Herod, Luke23: 12.

. SECTION SECOND.

V. 7-18. Jesus withdraws to the lake.
How far? But a few steps..
‘What people followed Him ?
‘What did He do.for them ?
‘Why was the-boat-provided ?
‘Why did they wish to get near Him?
Did Demons believe Him to be the Son
of God ? )
Yes, they kosiv Him,
Did that save them? No. ~
‘What must we do to be saved ? .
‘We must npt merely believe that
Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and that
He came into.the world to save sinners,
but we must trustsn Him, take Him as
our Saviour, give ourselves up to Him to
Igh\nvholly His, to trust, love and serype

SECTION THIRD. V, 13-19:

Ordaining the twelve. .

Scene? A mountain.

‘What calls were there ?

1. To be disciples, Matt. 4: 18-22;
Mark 1: 16-20; Luke 5: 10-11'; John I:
37-51. v -

2. To be Evangelists, Mark 3: 13-19;
Luke 6 : 12-16. X

3. To be Apostles, Matt. 10: 1-42;
Mark 6: 7-11.; Luke 9.: 5. ..

‘What did Christ do before He chose
o these? . Co

He prayed, Luke 6:12, -

Christ “established His Kinpdom by

rayer. Seo Luke 3: 21; Luke 9:29;
:_}Inrk 1:35; Luke 5: 16.

_Studied in a class at the temple un

Do you follow His example ?

What wore tho Apostles names? -

Did Jesus know the heart of Judas

when He called himn ?
- Yes. Sec John 6: 64,

‘What makes the sin of Judas seem all

the greater?

He sinned after being with Jesus and
hearing His teaching for ‘nearly three
years. )

])oes_l éi?ght and knowledge increasé

uilt: ‘

Yegs. See Luke 12: 48.

- Did Judas-ever-feel his guilt?
. gles. I have sinned, ste,, Matt. 27 :

Did he repent and seek meroy ?

Feb. 12.---Mark 3:: 20-35.
.’ CHRIST’S FOES AND FRIENDS.

Parallels.---Matt. 12 : 22-37 and 46-50 ;
. Luke 8: 19-21,
Golden Text.---Matt. 12: 30. Catechism
T, 48,

SECTION FIRST. V. 20-21 ¢

" The multitude throng Him. -
Mark omits some things that took Plu,ce
between last Jesson and this one, They
are given by Luke. ‘
1.” Christ’s sermon, Luke 6: 17-49.
2. Healing Centurionservant, 7: 1-10.
3. Raising widow’ssonat Najn, 7:11-18
4. -John Baptists message, 7: 19-35.
5. Unbelieving cities condemned, the
penitent invited, Matt. 11 : 20-30.
6, Anointed in Pharisees house, Luke
7 : 36-50. ) .
¥, Second ciréuit of Galliles, Luke 8 :
3

“What &id His friends think of His -
drawing such crowds?
How did they explain it?

SECTION SECOND., V. 22-30: -

Answers the- Jerusalem:Scribes,
‘What:is & Scribe !
A ~riter or reckoner.
- Why.call these men Seribes?
They copied the law and counted its
precepts. ° .
‘Where.do we first ind them?
Judges 5: 14; 1 Chron. 2: 55.
They began early in life to preé)a,re.
er a
rofessor or with & private teacher, a
E{abb,i, At thirty they covld enter the
office.
What charge did they bring against
g )

- Chris

-~ How-did He answer them.?
In two Parables :

]
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1. 24-26. He shews that if such a
policy were puvsued by Saton His King-
dom would at onco fall and that such o
charge is therefore absurd,

2. 27, He shows them that it must be
some one mightier than Satan who does
the work because He binds him,

What was the sin of these Scribes?

Blasphemy againat the Holy Spirit,

-We read that ¢ the Spirit was poured.cub
upon Him without measure,” that - He
was filled with the Holy Spjiit.” By the
agency of tho Holy Spirit therefore He
did His works. They said: ¢ The spirit
that.He hath, by whose aid He works,
is an unclean spirit. Thoy blasphemed
(spake agninst), slindered the Holy Spirit.

What did He say of thiysin?

Without dwelling npon what now-con-
stitutes sin against the Holy Syirit, a few
facts with regard to sin and its forgive-
ness may be noted :

1. The blood of Jesus Christ, God's
Son, cleanseth us from allsin.

2. He is able tosave unto the uttermost
all who como unto God' by Him.

3. Whosoever will, let him come.

4. Him that cometh unto Me I will in
no wise cast out.

5. It is the Holy Spirit that strives
with men, pleads with them, and in re-
sisting their own convictions of duty,
men are resisting the Holy Spirit, and
while men thus resist. they will never
have forgiveness,

SECTION THIRD. V. 31-35:

Mother and hrethren.
. Who were His brethren ?

Sons of Jossph and Mary after the
Dirth of Christ.

For what did they come? -

To care for Him, thinking Him beside
Himself. .

Who are Christ’s brethren ?

Are you? :

OKXE sentence from the oration of Hon,
R. G. Winthrop, ut Yorktown, mixed
religion and (?olitics-so finely thad it
should be fixed in the hearts of the-peo-
ple. Here it i3 ;—‘No advanced thought,
10 mystical philosophy, no glittering ab-
stractions, no swelling phrases about
frecdotn—not even science, with its
marvellousinventions and discoveries—
can help us much in sustaining this Re-
public.  Still Tess can godless tli"xeories of
creation, or any infidel attempts to rule
out the Redeemer from his rightful supre-
macy in our hearts offord any hope of
security, That way lies despair I

THE WATERED LILIES.

The Master stood in His.garden,
Among the lilies fair,

‘Which His own right-hand had planted,
And trained with tenderest care.

He looked on their snowy blossoms,
And marked with observant eye,

That His flowers were sadly drooping,
For their leaves werd parched and dry.

¢ My lilies need to be watered,”
The Heavenly Master said ;

¢ Wheroin shall. I draw it for them,
And raise each drooping head.”

Close to His feet, on-the pathway,
Empty, and frail, and small,

An carthen vessel was lying, -
Which scemed. of no use at-all.

But the Master-saw, and raised it
From the dust in which it lay ;
And smiled us He gently whispered,

¢ T'his shall-do my work to-day.”

It is but an earthen vessel,
But it lay so close to me ¢
It is small, bub it is empty,

And that is all it needs to be.” .

So to the fountain He took it,
And filled it full to the brim;

How glad was.the earthen vessel
To be of some use to Him,

He poured. the living water
Oyer His lilies fair

Until-the vessel was empty
Ard again He filled it there.

“He watered the drooping lilies
Until they revived' again ;

And the Masteér saw, with pleasure,
That His labor had not been-vain.

His own hand had -drawn the water
That refreshed the thirsty Howers :
But. He used the earthen vessel
To convey the living showers,

So to itself it whispered,
As He laid it aside once more, .
¢¢Still will' T lie in His pathway
Juat-where I did before.”

¢ Close will I keep to the Master, *
Empty will I xemain :

And perhaps some day He may use me
To water His flowers again.”

r.
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TrE past year grow aged and- hoary,
hag passed away, gone to rest, -and left
his duties to the New Year who.entered
‘upon- the worl very young, but from the
first did it well. Now children, I sup-
posa you are getting tired of preaching
about the old year, but I want youto
bear with a little bit of a sermon from me.

Remember that just as the old year
has-gone and the young one has taken
his place, the old people, the fathers and.
mothers, will scon be gone and you will
heve to take thefr places. Don’t play
awsy, idle away, your childhood. Obey
well, learn well, pray well, and. then you
will be able like the New Year to take
up, and carry on well, the world’s work
when your parents nave gonc to rest.

Now that my sermon is done, a word
or two about your own paper. The old
year just started a paper for you called
THE CHILDREN'S PRESBYTERIAN. He
only sent you one number of it before he
was called away just-as a sample toshow
you what it was like. "The new has rot
forgotten the children but will in the
best way he can carry out what-the. old
year began. ’

Yor, the . Presbyterian children of the
Maritime Provinces, have now, what you
never had before, a paper of your own,
prepared expressly for you and filled for
you from month-to month.

T will try to tell you from time.to time
of tho progress of your department of
Mission work, which is, as you know,
keeping up the Dayspringand supporting
Mission Schools. There is-a nice letter
for you in this issue. True it was sent
at-first to a pa-ticular Sabbath School
but was intended for you all. '

~ As it is your own paper I want you to
do what you can to get it circulated.
Some young folks have done a great deal
for-it in this way, and if every boy or

. girl would work for it it would soon bz in

a great many houses, making a. great
many childven happy by its monthly
visits. And ther when you growold and
look back over life and think.of what you
have done and see your children eagerly
looking for and reading the CHILDRENS
PrespyTERIAN it Will e a pleagant thing
to remember that when it began you
helped it along by getting some subscrib-
ers for it.

T cannot offer you-any prizes for work-
ing for it becaiise all the money that it
makes goes to help missions. All that
you.do for it you-must do just because it.
is.doing good, and that is’ betber thanany
reward I could offer.

‘You may think it a funny thing to send
two papers in -one. Some young people
might like to have their paper byitself.
Now you would. not like to live by ‘your-
selves, would yon? "Not to beallowed to
livein your parents homes. ‘When you
get old you will have separate homes-of
your own. So when you get older you
will have .separate papers .of your own,
but now it is just-what you like to have
all things togetherwith your parents.and
your older brothers and sisters ; surely
then it'is better to have your paper with
theirs. Sometimes, too, you .will take a
look through their paper and will find
there something that you will. like.

Now, young people, I will close by

wishing you a good Nesw_ Year, hoping
that as you grow older you -may grow in
wisdom as well as in stature, in favor
with God and man.

)
-
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Letter from a Pastor.

—

Dear Children :—
Many little-boys and girls in the Low-

or Provinces have fathers and brothers in.

the United States. They have left our
own land secking to better their worldly
circnmstances and some of them will not
return aguin. Many of our friends who
thus go away are often deprived of the
privileges we enjoy here. The following
extracts taken from a-letter written by a
young man now in the State of Minnesota
to his pastor will show you the sad situa-
tion of notafew inthe West. Hewrites:—

¢¢ As regards the country here it is a
good place to make money bud I would
not like to make it my home. There is
no public worship on the Sabbath and
the people do not apf)enn to think ‘about
worshipping God. 1 have.not heard ‘a
sermon since I left home and I do not
expect I will before spring. The Sabbath
isnotregarded here as at home; the
shops are all open as usual and the rail-
ways are as busy as.on week days. Most
of the mills shut down at six in the morn-
ing to start again at six at night, and
during the day the engineer and fircman
-are busy filing saws, repairing, etc.”

Thus situated you can see atoncewhat
an effect: it must have upon the morals.
Who could preserve plety under such
circumstances, Is there not a field here
where young people might do something
for the Master and for the good of souls.
Every month there is more or iess read-
ing matter coming into your homes. Why
could not the Record, MaxiTiME PRES-
BYTERIAN, Witness and tracts be gathered
up and sent occasionally to your friends
in the West. The postage would not
amount to very much and eternity alone
would reveal what good you might do in
this way. You would thus be deing real
mission work and often cheer and gladden
the hearts of those far away. Some of
you may already be doing something in
this way and I know 2 hint will interest
more of you in the work., You tay thus
be instruments in God’s hand for the
building up of His kingdom, Work done
in this way remember is for God.

Letter from Mrs. Morton.
T0 THE SABBATH SCHOOL AT MCLELLAN'S
BROOK. :
Tunapuna, Oct. 22nd, 1881.
My Dear Friends:
Having heard from Mr. Campbell of

the interest you are taking in omr work,
and of the eoffort you have mado to hel
us, I thought the least we could do woul
be to write and thank you for it. Sinee
hearing of the §8.50 paid in by you to
assist usin the schools we have not been
in to Port of Spain or it might haveal-
ready been spent in maps, whigh-we need
very much. Wehave not as yet.n map
in any of our tliree schools. At Arouca
where Mr. Campbell’s-friend Bhukhan is
teaching, one dollar and sixty-five cents
has been collected among the children,
and I had promised to add something to
it myself. ~This waa all we had in kand
so that fou will easily understand how
acceptable your donaticn will be. Wa
shall let you know some.future time how
it has been laid out.

Mr. Campbell can ‘tell you almost as *
much: as I cah about our work, and'.even
more about a Coolie' school. Although
we were very sorry to lose him from
Trinidad we were glad for his own sake
that he should leave on account of Yellow
Fever being prevalent.in the island, and
in the dietrict where he was living, be-
cause people who have only been here a
short time are always the ones who-take
Yellow Fever and die. I am sure you
will feel very sad when I tell you that an
English officer died of it last week who
had not been two weeks on the Island.
His things were nof ail unpacked. And
in Barbadoes two army doctors who came
out a month ago to fill the places of others
who had.died are both-dead. We thought
that the fever had quite disappeared from
Trinidad but three deaths in Port of
Spain last week remind us that the
danger is not yet past.

Now when you hear about Yellow
Fever I dare say many of you will say :
“Oh iwhat o dreadful place Trinidad
rnust be ; I am sure I should not like to
live there.”, But you must remember
that it is-only once'in a good many yeara
that we have any very bad sickness, that
diphthoria is almost unknown here, and
scarlet; fever we never have at all. This
I think s enough about fevers. .

Do you ever sing Sankey’s hymns at
McLellan’s Brook? ~ We sing them here,
but not very much yet until the children
learn a little more English. We think
the Tunapuna Coolio children the wildest
and most troublesomewe ever saw, bub
they like to sing hymus and very often
in passing through the village you may.
hear a sweet little voice singing either
in English or Hindustani one of our school,

8. When mothers of Salem,’
and ‘I am so-glad that Jesus loves me,”
are favorites.
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‘We want a good teacher ond money to
poy him in order to have & first rate
wchool at Tunapuna. The present ene
does not know enough and cannot keep
order. His name is Allah Dua. All the
education he has he received at the first
school $hat Mr. Morton opened at Jere
Village. He was o pretty littlo fellow
then aud always o favorite, but his
parenta left the place and we lost sight
of Allah Dua until we came te Tunapuna
aad Mr. Morton found-him with a wife
and baby working on Caroni Estate.
He had ot neglected his books as some
boys would have done; he had his Eng-
lish Bible, and had improved himeself in
Hindustani reading, We brought him
to Tunapuna to teach and to learn moro
‘himself, and when we open a school at
Cavoni, which we hope to do soon, he
ill go there to teach. It will bea much
easier school than Tunnpunn. beonuse it
will be much ‘smaller and the children
not.so wild as they-aro in villages mixed
up with & great many Creoles.

What do you think of a fine bright
little boy six years old or at most seven,
waiting about the railway station to eain
afew cents and then sEending them-in
ram and getting drunk and lying in
the gutter? One of eur smartest’ Tittle
Tunapuna-scholers used to do-this. The
other children told us about it, so we
had him brought up before them all with
awful ceremony, and between threats
and persuasions have.succeeded in break-
ing hinr off it for the present.

he poor:heathen Coolies have learned
1o drink like:the Christian creoles now,
though they did.not when they wore first
brought here. Lven since we have been
in the island drunkenness: hes increased
among them very much. To the untaught
heathen of Trinidad “‘to eat beef -and
drink rum” are the most stiiking pecu-
liavities-of Christians. I have frequent-

-ly-asked them if that.was not theiridea

of Christionity and :in every case &
conscious:smile and veady assent:showed
how familiar was the idea.

The soil of Tunapuna seems 2 very
rocky and barren one for the seed of the
Word. You can have little couception
.of the thick darkness which settles down
on the- mind of man after centuries of
heathenism and wickedness, and were it
not that the Holy Spirit is all powerful
we might well giverup our puny efforts
in despair, but God has in the past

ciously granted us such a measure of
success that we are encouraged to go for-
ward believing that he will'be gracious
still,-and that though we may notand
will not live to see i, the dayismnot far

distant when $io kingdom of Chrisi; shall
be firmly established among the heathen
of the Caroni district, 'Who will help to
hasten that happy day by denying them-
gelves to give sehools and churches to

this district ?
S. E. MorToN,

The Herod that Slays the Innocents.

A young men.and his wife were prepar-
ing to attend o Christmas party at the
house of a friend some miles distant.

¢ Henry, my dear husband, don’t drink
toouch at the party to-day ; you will
promise me, won't you?” said she, put-
ting her hand upon his brow, and raising
her eyes to his face with a pleading
glance, - .

“No, Millie, I will not; you may trust
me,”

And he wrapped his infant boy in a
soft blanket, and they procceded.

The horses were soon prancing,over the
turf, and pleasant conversation beguiled
the way.

“Now, don’t forget your promise,”
whispered the young wife, as she passed
up the steps.

Poor thing ! She was the wife of a
man. who loved to look upon the wine
when it was.red. But his love for his
wife and babe, whom they both idolized,
kep. him back, and it was not.often. that
he joined in the baccharalian revelries.

The party passed off pleasantly, the
time for-departing dvew near, and the
wife descended from the upper chamber
to join her husband. A pang shot through
the trusting heart as she met him, for he
was intoxicated—he had Dbroken his
promise, :

Silently they rode homeward, save
when the drunken man v ould break into
snatches of song or unmeaning laughter.
But the wife rode on, her babe .pressed
closely on.her grieved heart.

“Give me the babe, Millie, I can'
trust you with hiim,” said he, as they ap-
proached a dark and somewhat swollen
stream, which they had to ford,

After some hesitation, she resigned her
first-born, her darling babe, ~closely
wrapped.inthe great bianket, to his arms.
Over the dark waters thenoble steed safe-
1y bore them, and when they reached the
bank the mother asked for the child.

With much care and tenderness he
placed the bundle in her arms, but when
she clasped it to-her bosomno babe was
there ! It had slipped from the blanket,

and the drunken father knew it not.

Y
.
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- A wild shrick from the mother aroused
him, and he turned just in timo to see
the little rosy face rise one momentabove
tho-datk waves, then sink forever.

What a spectacle ! the idol of his heart
one—gone forever ! and that, too, by
ﬁis own intemperance. The anguish of
the mother aud the remorse of the father
aro butter imagined thin described.

Infinitely worse than the Herod who
slew tho babes in Bethlehem is the de-
stroyor, strong drink. How many &
helpless innocent suffers and: dies because
of rum’s doings. Touck not, taste not,
handle not.

A True Story.

Soveral years ago a missionary was
travelling in India, where the Bible had
never been seen or the name of Jesus
heard. He had been told that the natives
in that part of the country were very
fierce and brutal, and that his life would
be in great danger ; but he was so anxious
to carry the gospel to them that he ven-
tured to go. When he reached that vil-
lago, he wis immediately surronnded by
twenty or thirty furious and passionate
men, who would not listen to any ex-

lanation of his errand, and threatered

im with instant death. .

The missionary showed no fear, bub
calmly usked the privilege of te]lin{; them
%)Jeantiful story before they should kiil

im,

They consented to this ; and, forming
accirele around him to prevent hisescape,
they stood with stones in their hands,
ready to take his life as soon as his story
was told.

Do you wonder what that story was?
It began with the first verse of the Bible:
«“In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.”

As he told them of Adam and Eve, of
Noah and the ark, the rainbow and the
olive-leaf, of Abraham, Isaae, and Jacob,
of Moses and his mivacles, of the Red
Sca and the tables of stone, theirinterest
was soon arounsed, and they became eager
listeners ; but when he went on in his
account from the Old Testament to the
New, and began the history of the won-
derful Rube of Bethlehem, they dvew
closer around him, and, dropping their
stones, hung upon his words with almost
breathless attention.

Before the story of the Saviour’s death
was reached, they were all melted to

- pleased.

tears, and when thoy heard of the Cross,
the Resurrection, and tho Ascension, their
onmity was all gone, and they welcomed
the missionary as a friend and teacher.
The ‘“beautiful story * saved his life.

Couldn't Stop Singing.

Dr. Jessup tolls the following story, in
one of his books, about a little Moslem

rl :—

Five years ago there was a little Moslem
girl in the school, named. Bulkis,—the
name the Moslems %ive to the Queen of
Sheba. One day she went home,- and
sang in her father hearing the Arabic
hymn,—

“ Sweetly sing, sweetly sing,
Praises to ogr Saviou{' Kiﬁg w

He did not like it at all, as he did not
wish her to learn: Christian hymms, and
he came at once to the teacher, and told
her not to teach his daughter any more
such hymns, She told him she was not
obliged to learn them ; but she heard the
othor girls singing, and would learn them,
and no one counld stop her. If he wish-
ed to remove her, he could do s0, as he
paid for her tuition, and could do as he
He did not take her out, but
forbade her ginging any more.

The next Friday, at the public exercises
of the school, all the girls sang but Bulkis,
who held her lips compressed, as if she
were deterinined, that, however much
she might sing insids, no one should hear
her voice. This she kept up for some
time; but one Sunday, as Dr. Jessup
was sitting in his room, he heard a little
voice singing most sweetly under his gor-
den-wall in the effendi’s yard. He
stepped across the garden under the
}Jepper-trces, and listened. There was

ictle Bulkis sitting behind the stairs of
the effendi’s house, singing in English the
hymn,—

““Come to Jesus just now.”

And after that time, whenever the girls
began to sing in the school, she joined in
with all her might. Her father found it
to be of no use to try to stop her.

Hidden and Safe.

One morning & teacher went as usual
to the school-room, and found many
vacant seats. Two little scholars lay at
their homes cold in death, and others
were very sick. A fatal disease had en-
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tered the villago, and tho few children
present that morning at school gathered
around the teacher and said, **0, what
shall we do? Do you think we shall be
sick and die too ¢ |

She gently touched the bell as o signal
for silence, and observed, *¢ Children, you
are all afraid of this terrible diseage. You
mourn tho denth of our dear little friends,
and you fear that you may be taken also.
I know of only one way of escape, and
that is to hide.”

The children were bewildered, and the
teacher went on : —*1 will read to you
nbout this hiding-place :”” and read Psalm
xci. 1-10 : ““He that dwelleth in the
necret place of the Most High shall abide
under the shadow of the Almighty. Thero
shall no-evil befall thee, neitlhershall any
plague come nigh thy dwelling.”

All were hushed and composed by the
gsweet words of the Psalmist, and the
morning lessons went on as usual.

At noon a dear littlo sivl sidled up to
the desk and said, ¢ ’T'eacher, are you
not afraid of the diphtheria 2"

¢ No, my child,” sho answered.

““ Well, wouldn’t you beif you thought
you would be sick and die ?”

- “No, my dear, I trust not.”

Looking at the teacher for a moment
with wondering eyes, her face lighted up
as she said, ‘0O, I know ! youare hidden
under God’s wings. What a ‘nice place
to hide !

Yes, this is the only true hiding-place
for old, for young, for rich, for poor—
all. Do any of you know of a safer er
a better 2—0Id and Youny.

Swearing.

A little shoeblack was standing
patiently at o quiet eorner of, the street
waiting fur a job, when two young men
dressed in extreme fashion and puffing
away at cigars, stopped -before him.

‘“ Here, Boots,” said one of themin a
tone of lofty superiority ; ‘‘lot me sec if
youare master of your trade!” placing
his foot on the boy’s box as he spoke.

The shocblack .plied his brush .with
skill, and the boot soon brightened under
his ready touch. While ha was busy, the
young men amused themeelves by swear-
ing at-him, to make more haste,

Te little fellow stood it as long as he
could, when, having finished-one-boot, he
suddenly put his-brushes in.his box.

¢ What now 2’ asked the dandy.

¢ Y would rather not black that
sir,” answered the-boy.

boot,

A}

“Not black it!” exclaimed the swell
with an oath ; ‘“then you don’t see the
color of my money.”

¢TI don’t want your money,” said the
boy, ‘*‘and I will not stay hear and liston
to your swearing.”

¢“Let the boy alone,” said the other
young man, ‘‘and let him finish his job.”

“It's o rave joke that a shoeblack
should be afraid of swearing,” said the
first speaker. - :

‘Che shocblack, as he bent down topick
up his box, quietly observed, “I can't
qfford to sweal,” giving o significant
glanco upward to the ‘dandy.

¢ Can’tafford ! Do you mean that it
would cost you anything to swear ”” agk-
ed the young man in astonishment.

¢ Yas,” v, lizd the shoeblack, earnest-
ly, ‘it will cost me my soul.—Children's
Messenger.

The Cingalese Boy and the Idol.

A Cingalese boy, livingat Baddegamma,
in Ceylon, wen$ one day into a Buddhist
temple to offer his evening flower. When
he had done so, he looked into the idol’s
face, expacting to see a smile of approval;
but, as the great eyes stared on without
any expression of pleasure in them, he
thought that so great a god would not
condescend to accept a child’s offering.
Soon after, a man came in, laid down hi
flower, turned his back, and walked care-
lessly away, The boy again looked in
the idol's face, and thought he should see
an angry frown at this disrespect ; but
the cyes stared on as before. He then
began to realize the fact.that the image
had no life in it, and was alike powerless
to punish or reward. ‘

As soon as 4 mission-school was opened
in 1818, in the neighborhood of his home,
he became one of fie pupils, and was con-
verted to God, together with several of
the pupils, and was converted to God,
together with several of his family. He
afterwards hecame a zealous and devoted
minister, working in connection with the
Church Missionary Society. His name
was Abraham Gunasekara. He died in
1862. His son, Henry Gunasekara, is
now laboring in Kandy as the minister of
a congregation of Cingalese Christians.—
Qospel in all Lands.

Giving the Heart.

Mother,” said a little boy wWho had
numbered only three sumimers, ‘“what

»
a
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does it mean to give our heart to God?”
The mother put down her sewing, and
looking at her boy said :
¢* Charlie, do you love anybody ?”
With a look of surprise the child an-
swered : .
“J love you, I love my father, and

my sister, and Henry.”

*‘ Then you give your heart to your }-

father, to Henry, to your sister, and to
me,-and you show that love by doing all
you can for ‘us and obeying our com-
mands.” .

The child’s face looked bright with a
new thought.

s And you ought,” continued the
mother, “to love God best, because he
gave you your father and mother, and all
your friends and comforts ; and he gave
you His dear Son, Jesus Christ, who came
from heaven to die that you may live for-
ever.” :

‘I do want to give my heart to Him,
mother ; how shall I do it ?”

The mother tanght him to tell Jesus
his wants, and led him by her example
into the good way. His child-life did not
disappoint her hopes. He always tried
to live like Jesus.  Charles is now one of
the best of men, and he says he kad one
of the best of mothers.—Xother's Friend.

“Mamma, are You There ?”

A mother one morhing gave her two
little ones books and toys tu amuse them,
while she went upstairs to attend to som-
thing. A half-hour passed quietly away,
when one of the little ones went to the
foot of the stairs, and in a timid voice
called out, ‘‘ Mamma, ave you there ?”

““Yes, darling.”

“ All right,” said the child, and the
play went on. After a little time the
voice again cried, ‘*Mamma, are youn
there ?”

“Yes, darling.”

¢ All right,” said the child again, and
once mere went on with her play.

Aund this is just the way we should
feel toward Jesus. Ho has gone to the
right hand of God. He has left us down
in this lower room.of the world, to be
occupied here for a while. But to keep
us from fear or care, he speaks . ~us from
hie Book, as that mother spoke to her
little ones. Ho says tous: ‘“Fear not;
I am with thee. Jechovah-jireh—the
Lord will provide.”

An Old Scotch Christian’s Cheer.

—

The excellent Mr. Finley, of Edinburgh
Scotland, spoke habitually of death as
only o step which would take him into
his Father’'s house. His conversation
was truly.in heaven. Iu one of his many
errands of mercy he called on a young

il sinking in & decline. Looking on
er wan face he took her hand and said
with a smile :

“Weel, my dear, you'rec afore me.
You're only nineteen, an’ you’re almost
across the river ; a step or twa mair, an’
ye'll stand on the ither gide. I'm al-
most seventy, an’ maybe I'll hae some
hard steps afore I can hear its ripple. O
lassie, this is a sweet day for you. Ye'll
get hame firat.”

Such was %iés spirit. Why should not
all of us be equally ‘- more than conguer-
ors through him who loved us ?”

Mother and Son,

There is no tie in the world more beau-
tiful than that which binds a mother and
a son grown old enough'to be her pro-
tector. A daughter loves her mother in-
deed ; but she sees all her defects, as one
woman always does those of another.
No doubt, with the unconscious arrogance
of youth, she exaggerates them. Bub
the son loves his ‘mother with an ideal
love—he sces her as a man sees a woman,
that is to say, through a - certain halo of
mystery. Reverence is in his feelings
for her, and at the same time a sense for
her need of his care—he isat once her
knight and her son. He is proud of her
and fond of her at the same time. Her
image.is sacred in his mind. She may
nocie better than other women, but she
seems so to him.

# Father Knows.”

¢¢Johnny, don’t you think you have
got as much .as you can carry ?” said
Frank to his brother, who was standing
with-open arms, receiving the bundles his
father placed upon them. ‘Tou've got
more than you can carry now.” -

“Never mind,” eaid Johany; ‘‘my
father knows how much I can carry.”

How long it takes many of us to leam
the lesson little Jihnny had by heartt
¢ Father knows how much I can carry.
No grumbling, but a sweet trust in owr
Father’s love that we will not ‘be ovei-
burdened. So we will frust him, as little
Johnny did his father.
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NEW HEBRIDES HISSION.

Extract of Letter from Mr. Annand.

The {ollowing oxtracts from private
letters of Mr. and Mrs. Annand, written
to relatives at Gays River. will be read
with interest by our readers.

EROM MR. ANXAND,

June 20th, 1881.

Mr. A. eays: Asregards oursclves we
are still hapgy and in the midst of bless-
ings. Another rainy scason has passed
since T last wrote you. We had two
hurricanes but neither of them were very
heavy. The first one came on the 22nd
Tec; and caught the Day Spring in our
harbor, but she rode it out beautifully.
The passengers, the Milnes and McKen-
zies, were on shore with us for nearly a
week at that time. “There were terrible
floods in the streams and in some places
Iandslides which destroyed much food,
and in the Iriwayipthaw Valley three
lives were lost. ‘The second hurricane
came in March but it did not do very
much damage, However, the two have
destroyed a good deal of the crop of the
jsland. The arrowroot will be small
again this year from that cause.

‘We enjoyed very fair health through
the season. I was laid aside nearly a
fortnight with.a sore knee. I hurtita
little and a boil formed ard asit began
to discharge erysiplas set in and for ten
days I could not walk. However, it got
completely wellin a few weeks and I
bave had excellent health since. Mrs. A.
had a little fever for a week or two but
is also now in.good health. The past
season was & verv unhealthy one among
the natives on this isle, although there
was not much above the average number
of deathe.

We had our annual Synod meeting in
the last week in May, at our Station.
We had the brethern all on shore with
us and-a most pleasant time we had. It
was the gmallest meeting we have had
for many years. Only six missionaries

resent and two ladies, Mrs. Annand and
Irs. Laurie.

Mr. Holt is leaving the mission. Mr,
Copeland has resigned, and Mr. Paton
ﬁoes‘ up to Vietoria now and will not

ikely return as Mrs. Paton isnot able
to stand island life and climate,

*FROM XMRS. ANNAND,

Mrs. Annand also writes atthe same
date as follows :

L4

We are working along among our peo-
ple, at times feeling very much cast down
at the deadness which prevails amongst
the most of them, Again we ave cheered
at some little signs of life.

I will tell you about anold woman's

love for the Word of God. One morning
Nadcare came to me in great distress,
saying, ‘‘O missie, I have broken ‘my
spectacles and I cannot see to read my
Bible. What shall I.do?" I told her
there was only onc pair left and that I
did not know whether they would suit
ber or not. I got them and she put them
on and took u))-her Bible to ascertain if
she could sce to-read it. She found that
she could, and exclaimed : *“I can again
see to read it,” and taking the'spectacles
off she kissed them two or three times.
This is the woman whom Mrs. Geddie
many years ago saved from being strang-
led upon the death of her husband. You
"know that in their heathen days here it
was the custom when a man died that
his wife was strangled so that she might
accompany him to the Spirit Land to wait
upon him there.

Poor Nadeare is said to have been very
angry with Mrs. Geddie at the timefor
saving her. ‘It was considered a great
disgrace not to be strangled. As toon as
a girl was given to a man to be his wife
she put a string around her neck and
wore it just as we wear a marriage ring.
I often think that their lives must have
beon lives of terror.

Letter from the New Hebrides.

The fol]owiﬁg is an extract of a letter
from Mr. Watt, of Tanna:

 Qur meeting of Synod this year was
an usually small one, but the reports from
all-the stations were particularly encour-
aging. For a time it always seemed as
if the work on this group had come to a
standstill ; but latterly, year after year,
we have been encouraged by reports of
progress. 'The shission has made 2 great
stride forward since I joined it in ISG9.
Our friends in Aneityum-are getting the
kava rooted out and burned. Their kara
pledge has been signed by & considerable
number. The evil had grown of late to
an extent of which I daresay even you
had no idea.

More than twenty years ago the kava
was all rooted out in Ancityum, and the
drinking of this pernicious intoxicant was
completely stopped; somrething like a
Maine Liquor Law prevailed for many
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years. But a new generation grew up
that knew not all the wars of Cannan;
and there, as well as here, the proclivities
‘of the human heart are downwards, and
not upwards ; and ever and anon new re-
forns require to be initiated.

The Aname natives (at Mr. Lawrie’s
station), stimulated by the  Committee’s
letter, have gone into the arrowroot-mak-

ing this year with new heart. The natives i

of Aniwa have also.a large quantity this
season; and cheering reports were re-
ceived from Iromanga, Efate, Nguna,
Tongoa, aud oven Api. Our great‘wan
ismen. We need some addition every
year to hold what we have gained and
occupy new ground. Seeing that the
_ Glasgow Free Church students have taken
up this mission, perhaps we may soon
hear of some in that quarter looking
nitherward. Money is valuable ; but we
want the men as well as the money.

In coming from the meeting of Synod
I stayed from Wednesday till Monday at
Aname, and was very much pleased with
all that I saw. They were busy with the
arfowroot. After the Wednesday prayer-
meeting we had a meeting with the eldexs
and deacons, at which Nalvatimi ex-
pressed his willingness to come to Tanna
as a teacher. XKoris also made up his
mind to go to Aniwa. On Sabbath we
also had 2 grand issionary meeting, at
which Filip spoke to some Futuna natives
who were present ; Tatavaka, Koris, and
Nalvatimi also gave a parting word. I
followed, Mr. Lawrie translating. I ex-
pressed my joy at the new departure
which was being made, and hoped that
soon not a root of kava would be found
on the island, and that Aneityum would
again come forward and send her sonsand
daughters to heathen lands. Mr. Lawrie
seems instant in season and out of season;
his heart is in his work. Mxs. Lzwrie
and he are of the right stamp. They are

etting accustomed to the work, and the
onger they are in it they are liking it
the better.

At Kwamera our work continues en-
couraging. My communicdnts’ class keeps
up. t year we made our first free
contribution of arrowroot, and we expect
to make another this year. The natives
have rebuil$ the grass church which was
blown down by the hurricane in 1880.
They went to the work with great spirit.
At Port Resolution things are looking
brighter. Mx. Neilson’s return has given
& new impetus to the work there.”

There are swid to be 30,000 cut of
40,000 townships of I'rance opened to
Protestant preaching.

THE TRINIDAD MISSION.

Letter from Joseph Annajee.

- Princestown, Nov. 5th, 1881.
Dear Mr. Scott:—

I received your Presbyterian paper and
I hope I will get it always fiom you.
Thanks for the paper.

My Dear Sir—I wish to write a few
lines'on our Trinidad Mission. About
twelve years ago, in this Trinidad,
heatheniem had been spread rapidly, I
mean about ten times more than this

resent time among the heathen cooiies,

ecause, when Iwasin heathenways then
I was worshipping with them, therefore,
T know the past time and the presentand
how they are getting on.

About twelve years ago the idol wor-
shipping Coolies svould murder the people
among them, now, in this present time,
all things go on quietly without any such
cruelty and they have fiot got so much
faith in these things as like before among
the heathen Coolies, becaunse our Lord’s
gospel was-preached among these coolies
more than their heathenism, therefore the
heathen Coolie peoples mind is comicg
day by day more cool and mild. Like
the waters brealk the rocks, the same way
the Lord’s word is making them.

In this case much hard work was done
by Rev. John Morton and Rev. K. J.
Grant, because, before Mx. Morton came
to work among the Coolies the Coolies
never knew anything about Christ ; my-
self and Lal Behari toe were heathen.

These two gentlemen ivorked hard
among our countrymen I hope they will
get their reward from God. .

We are very thankful for the gentle-
men and ladies who provide our Trini-
dad Mission, because, when these two
gentlemen began to get on among the
heathens, then they sent another mission-
ary to help them, Rev. Thomas Christie,
to Couva. He is doing good among our
countt ymen.

Now at-the beginning of this year we
ot & new missionary, Rev. John W.
%(cLeod. Heis a good gentleman. He
aud his wife both study very hard to learn
the Hindostani language and writing.

He is doing good among the Coolies,
These four missionaries are like four
ates to drive away hesthenism from
Trinidad. I hope God will pity us for
to do so.

A few months agp, one Sabbath, I and

another teacher wert to an estate called
.
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‘Woodforedale in the morning at nine
o'clock. There I saw some Cooliesin the
pasture ground %&therixig and bringing
one ram goat and & pig, and they make a
big fire and kill thosé animals to offer
their heathen gods. The same time we
reach there and sing a” hymn to please
their minds and xead 115 Psalm before
them as follows: - .

Their idols ate silver and gold the
work of men’s hands. They.ihve mouths
but they speak not; eyes have they but
they see not; they have ears but they
hear not.; noses have they buttheysmell
not; they have hands but they handle
not; feet have they but they walk not :
neithér speak they through their throat.

They that make themare like unto them. *

So.is every one that trusteth in them.

. When they heard, theidolworshippers [

will become like dumb idols, "then they
sorry for that and they promise me that
they will not do any more idol worship.

Our thanks and prayers for those who
are helping-our Trinidad Mission.

My dear sir,—I received a nice book
from Rev. R S. Patterson, of P. E.
Island, called Rev. D: Brainerd, very
aice book. T thank him for it. because
the old gentleman sent his remembrance
16 me, : . B

I hope you will all remember me in
your prayers.at-times.

Iamn quite well, with my wife and
children. T hope you are all well too,
and I, wishing to get-an answer for my
letter,

Your humble, grateful servant,
JOSEPH ANNAJEE.

OBITUARY.

SistoN FRASER, senf., of Little Har-
bor died on the 10th of Nov. last, aged
86. He bad been an elder in the con-
gregotion about forty years, and was
ﬁighly esteemed for his Scriptural know-

Ige and for the zeal, diligence, and
faithfulness displayed inthe discharge of
his official duties. Especially in the Sab-

bath Sthool and in conducting prayer: |

meetings his labors wete abundant, and
have largely promoted the spiritual in-
terests of the communpity “in which ho
Hived. : o

Rev. Janss Watsox departed this life
at New .Annan on the 12th Dec., aged
seventy-nine years. He was' born in
Glasgow, Scotland, on the 23rd of Teb.,
1803, cntered Glasgow College Oct. 10,
1817, was licensed by the Reliof Presby-
tery of Glasgow in 18206, was called to the

E;u'ish of Waterbeck in 1830, resigned
is charge there in 1839 and sailed for
Nova Scotia in 1842, He taught a
Grammar School in Musquodoboit for s °
few years and in Dec. 1846 accepted a
call to Economy and Five Islands. Aftor
fiv® years faithful labor he resigned and
in 1852 was settled at West River,
Pictou. .

Leaving West River in 1857 he wrs
settled in New Annan in 1859. Here he
labored faithfully until laid aside by a
parslytic stroke which was followed a
short time since by a second from which
he did not rally. He was .gathered as a
shock of corn fully ripe,

MEHOIR OF DR. GEDDIE,

There is now in press and almost ready
for the public the Life of Dr. Geddie.
The writer, Dr. Patterson, hasendeavored
to give it as much as possible in Dr.
Geddie's own words. It will contain
much of his journals hitherto unpublished.

Many of our fathers who have passed
away would have rejoiced to obtain such
a book, the life, the journals of our
pioneer missionary. To many who- are
now in' the last score years of life’s al-
lotted span it will have more-of interest
than-any other book of modern times.
Their memories still retain with vivid
distinctness the impressions of those early
days when the church was stirred by the

| departure of Mr. Geddie and his wife,

when the South Sea Islands were sur-
rounded by’a halo ‘of mystery, when a
missionary seemed a hero and slready
almost a martyr. As they remember the
eagerness with which the letters from
the New Hebrides were looked for and
read, this book will carry them back to
the days of youth and stir them with
memories of other ycars as no other .
memoir-could do. T .
To the younger generation who have
learned to revere his name it will bea
treat to get in full the story of his life
and work, and to read those journals
written in that fresh, racy, vivid style
that those who have read his letters re-
member so well. The price will be $1.50.
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MISCELLANEOUS. .

Unifed States.

The fifty millions of population of thE

United States have a Protestant minister
for every 728 persons, and & Sabbath-
school teacher for every 56.

The General Association of California
has erected a monument in-San Francisco
over the grave of Rev. J. L. Stephens,
the missionary martyr, who was murdered
at Ahualulco, Mexico, in 1874.

Very direct and unhesitating is the
deliverance of & Presbytery in South
Corolina which, when asked what course
to pursue toward a member of the church
who is fully able and yet pays nothing to
the support of the church, replied by
gaying that disciplineis the remedy in
such & case.

TespeRANCE LEGisLaTION. —South Ca-
rolina has been quietly passing some

retty stringent Srohibition laws, and is
isposed to stand by them. The last

. Legislature of that State passed a-law
¢ absolutely prohibiting the sale of all
Iviﬁuors outside of incorporated towns and
illages. "In the present Legislature,
now in session, an amendment to this
law was offered, exempting from _this
rohibition domestic wines and alcoholic
iquors in original packages, containing
not lesethan ten gallons. The amend-

ment was loss by astrong majority. 7This |
was accepted as a victory for tempefance,”

South America.

A ‘pathetic complaint was made by a
South American Indidn. A missionary
visited them, but he could not stay with
them. When he bade them farewell they
were very sorry, and when he told them
he could not return to them unless his
English friends senthim they said, ¢ You
should tell them they should send us
another minister. Nobody tells us what
we must do.” Alas! how inany poor
neglected heathen may utter the same
lament and say, “Nobody tells us what
we must do.”

——— e

Britain.

The Disestablishment party in Scotland
scems 0 bo gaining ground. In England
also those in favor of the disestablishment
of the Episcopal Church are carryiag on
an active agitation.

In his late charge, Bishop Ryle ex-
vpressed his strong disapproval of the ex-
travagant decoration of churches at
harvest festivals. ¢‘God’'s house,” he
says, ‘“‘is not meant to be an exhibition
of flowers, corn, fruit, evergreens and
ferns, but a place for prayer, praise and
the preaching of the Word.” .

Speaking P a temperance meeting at
Halifax, Eng., Mr. Hutchinson, M. P.,
said before very long an attempt would
be made, with great powor and a. very
congiderable number of the Housc of
Commons at its back, to bring about
Sunday closingin England. Mr. Caine,
M. P., also spoke, saying he did mot see
why, if the temperance.electors through-
out the country chose, a local option
measure should not be passed.

Here isa finger pubt upon the peril of
moderate  drinking :—'*Dr.  Andrew
Clarke, a high medical authority, re-
marksin the Lancet that ‘having ob-
served one of the ‘greatest hospitals in
London, he had come to the deliberate
conclusion that seven cases out of ten
were owing to drink ; not so much to
drunkenness, but to the constant under-
nining process.’ ”’

M=. James Marshall, formerly of the
island of Trinidad, who died recently near
Glasgow, Scotland, bequeathed a portion
of his estate, which will probably amount
to $150,000, to the Foreign Mission Fund
of the United Presbyterian Church -of
Scotland.

Europe.

Dr. Somerville, the Scotch evangelist,
i3 going to hold evangelistic services this
winter in Germany.

Dr. Christlieb considers the religious
outlook in Gérmany encouraging.
Genuine revivals of religion are quietly
in progress in various guarters, Num-
bers of German young men, who formerly
spent Sunday afternoon playing at ten-
pins and frequenting beer gardens, now
meet to read the Scriptures, to sing, and
to pray to Ged.

The dispersed religious Orders im
France are beginning to show their des-
poir of a change by selling their empty
establishments. The Italian Barnabite
Morastery in Paris has betn demolished,
nnld the Jesuits’ Collego is advertised for
sale.
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An Atheistic Congress at Paris rocent-.
ly resolved that parents should be pro-
hibited by law from speaking of religion
at home, .

TrE authorities of the city of Hamburg
have arrested and imprisoned a Mormon
elder, who had been some time since ex-
pelled from that city for endeavouring to
make proselytes, and persuading them to
emba.rﬁ for Salt Lake City. His offence
consists in his return to the scene of his
former operations for the purpose of re-
newing the work. .

The Roman Catholics of Naples, insti-
gated by the 30,000 priests and monks
in the city, are showing the persecuting
spirit of popery by threatening those who
attend Protestantmeetings, and by seek-
ing to prevent them from securing places
where to hold their meetings. Alsothere
is a systematized effort among the Roman
Catholics at Santender, Spain, to harass
every individual who is seen going to o
place of Protestant worship.  Masters
are induced to dismiss servants, landlords
to eject tenants, and customers to with-
hold patronage from any who, embrace
the Protestant faith. But this cannot
last. In the face of it our Congregational
brethren are contemplating the establish-
ment of two schools of & high grade, at
convenient points, one for the training of
young women, the other for educating
young men to become evangelists,

Asia.

A bottle of water from the holy well
&t Mecca has been analyzed at the Royal
College of Chemistry in London. The
analyst reports that it is sewage water
moro than seven times as concentrated as
Lendon sewagé. No wonder that the

ilgrims die of cholera, and carry that
ed disease to other Mohammedan
countries. ‘

" AT a recent meeting of the London
Presbytery of the English Prasbyterian
Church it was stated that *‘the converts
in Amoy Presbytery raised ten shillinga
per communicant, which was a test of
their genuineness. Five congregations in
the Amoy Presbytery ars now giving
cally to nadiye.pastors. Social mattera
were, constantly coming. up, hence the
Pregbyterian form of church government
was ‘found’ admitably ‘suitéd ‘to' China.
Another Prefbytery would soonde estab-

lishetl in Swatowand anothér in Farmoss, -
and these would he grouped together .in- |

to a Synod.”

Rev. R. R, Williams, President.of the
Ramapaten Seminary connected with the
Baptist mission to the Telugus in India,
says they have one native preacher who
holds his congregation with as firm o grip
as Spurgeon, He says that one element

- of the power of the native preachers is

the fact that the Bible is an Eastern
book, and hence they undexstand it.

A missionary writes from Ceylon : It
is o noticeable fact that where ‘Christian
women are married to heathen husbards,
generally the influence in the huuschold’
18 Christian ; wherens when a Christian
man takes & heathen woman he usually
loges his ‘Christian character, and the
influences of the household are on the
side of heathenism. .

THE Baptist Telugu Mission was begun
in 1840, and appeared;so fruitless that in
1862 a resolution was introduced at the
anniversary meeting of the. Society to
abandon it: Before doing so, however,
it was thotﬁht best to hear the mission-
ary, Rev. Mr. Jewett, who had returned
home apparently broken down-in health.
He protested against it, and.declared his
determination to go back with or without
their aid. The secretary playfully sug-
gested that it would be necessary tosend
gome one with him to bury him. Mr,
Jewett did return in 1865. Two years
after, & church was organized of eight
members. In 1868 it numbered 148 ; in
5‘8);])2, 1,754 ; in 1879, 12,804 ; in 1880, 15,-

dJapan.

Ten years ago there was no organized
Protestant church in Japan, At the be-
ginning of this period the Government
wag actually endeavoring to crush Chris-
tianity in certain parts of the empire;
but at the organization of a .chm-& in
Okoyama, the past year the Governor came
with carriage and footmen! In Tokio
this decree.might have been seen in the
Srincipal atraets : “ The evil sect called

hristian is strictly prohibited. Suspect-

ed persons should be reported to the .

%oper officers, and rewards will begiven.”
ithin the past year an open-air Chris-
tian mass-meéting was held in the chief

rk of the. city without molestation.

thers have followed in Kioto and else-
where, Within this period seventy chur-
chen have been orgunized with four thous-

-and.members, many of them selfsupport-
.ing. One of .the ~training-schools has

nearly thirty preparing to preach ‘the
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Gospel, about half of whom are supf)ort-
od b'y the churches to whioh they belong.

«Tho three Presbyterian missions in
Japan have n regularly organized Theo-
logical Seminary, each mission furnishing
a Professor., They have over twenty
studonts. It issaid that if all mission-
aries wero removod yot the success of
Christianity in Japan is certsin. The
Japaneso also show o desire to mairntain
a high standard of education for the
ministry. At the last Presbytery two
of the candidates for license wore sent
baok on examination, and this was done
more by the natives themselves than by
the missionaries present.”

¢ Within the past two months at least
three anti-Christian tracts have appeared
in Japan, Ore of them o(l)ens by saying
that Christianity is spreading like-firc on
a giassy plain, so that in capital and
country there is no place where it is not
preached,”—Can. Pres.

Africa.

Dr. Laws, of Livingstonia, East Africa,
is making fine progress in translating the
Bible into the Chinymnga and Chitonga
tongues. Portions of the Scriptures are
already 1printed. in thirty-two of the
African languages.

Phere now remains no doubt that in
the late great *“find” the mummy has
been discovered of Rameses the Great,
the very Pharaoh who oppressed the
Hebrews, and ordered their first-born to
be slain.

The missionarics of the Livingstonia
nission on Lake Nyassa are translatin
the New Testament into Chinyanja a.ng
Chitonga, making 34 African languages
now having portions of the Bible. The
whole Bible has been translated into only
eight of the many hundred languages of
the Dark Continent. .

The English Church Missionar; Societ
reports that on the Niger tribe after tribe
are ready to_reccive teachers. On_the
Delta of the Niger the people by hun-
dreds are throwing away their idols, and
the churches are thronged every Lord’s
day; while the famous old temple at
Bonny, studded with human skulls, is
going to ruin. :

The American Board have secured: per-
mission from Umnzeila, a_powerful chief
of the country on the East Coast of
South Africa north of Delagoa Bay and
of Zulu Lond, to ecstablish a mission
among his people.

The Roman Catholics are making de-
tormined efforts to convert the people of
Contral Africs to their faith, ~Already
more than fifty missionaries have gone
from Algeria to Equatorisl Africa, and
the Pope is urging greater efforts.

The Swiss mission in Ashantee and on
the Gold Coast of Africa has nine stations
and forty-one out-stations, and nearly
5,000 membeis of their congregations,
Two missionaries recently visited Coo-
massie, the capital of Ashautee, and bad
a friendly interview with the king, -
+10ugh he would not consent to feceive a
missionary. They afterwards learned

that o young girl had been buried alive
just before their visit to protect it from

b rming the king.

Polynesia.

The Christian character of many of the
converts in the mission: fields of the

Church may be learned from the fact that
when the news srrived in the Island of
Tahiti of the massacre of twelve native
missionaries in New Guinea, and: a call
was made for thres men to supply the
places of those who had fallen, all the
students in the college volunteered for the
work, and it was necessary to cast lots
to determine who should stay, :

On Ancityum the natives have contri-
buted arrowroot to the amount of $8,500
for the purpose of printing and circulag-
ing the Scripbures. They_now have the
whole of the Bible in their'own language.
Thirty years has accomplished a great
work on thig island. Ten yearsagothere
was but ope island in the group chris-
tianised ; now the whole of ilie New
Hebrides are said to be open to the -
Gospel. One great drawback to the
work is.the fact that.20 different lan )
ges-or dialects are spoken by the natives
requiring as many -different translations °
of the Bible.

Ix.the report’ of the préceédings of
Miramichi Presbytery given in the Nov,

| dssue, the name of  the Minister at Red

bank was by mistake given-as Rev. Wm,
McCarter. It should beRov. John Me-

‘Carter. =~ N
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“Respectable” Whiskey Selling.

A temperance discussion once sprung
up in o lm’ﬁe coach crossing the Alle-
ghenies, and the subject was handled
without gloves. One gentleman main-
tained a stoical silence until he could.en-
dure it no longer; then he broke out
strongly, saying: ‘‘Gentlemen, I want

ou to understand that I am a liquor sel-

er. I keep.a public-house, but 1 would
have you know that I have a license, and
keep u decent honso. I don'’t keep-loafers
and loungers about my place, and when
o man has enough lie can get no move at
my bar. I sell to-decent people and doa
respectable business.”. . ’

When he had delivered himself, he

seemed to think he-had put & quietus to |

the subject, and that no answer could be

" given. Not so, thought a Quaker who

was one of the company. Said he:
¢ Friend, that.is.the most damning part
of thy business. If thee would self)‘ to
drunkaxds-and loafers, thee would help
kill off the:race, and society would berid
of them; but thee takes the young, the
poor, the innocent and the unsuspecting,
and makes drunkards of them.

when their character and moneyare gone,
thee kicks them out, and turnsthem over
to other shops-to be finished off; and thee
ensnares others, and sends them the same
road to ruin.”

Surely the Quaker had the best of the
argument, for lre had the factg-$n his
sige. The more respectable and aftrac-
tive-any public-honse is, the greater the
mischief it is 9.ble to do in any decent
community.—Fvangelical Messenger.

Silence about Ourselves,

Y

Think as little as possible about any
good in yourself; turn your eyes re-
solitely from any view of your acquire-
ments, your influence, your plan, your
success, your following—above all, speak
as littlo as possible about yourself. The
inordinateness of our self-love .makes

speech about ourselves like the &)utting

of-a-lighted torch.to the dry wood which

has been laidin order for burning. Noth«

ing but-duty should open our lips upon

this- dangerous theme, except it be in

léu!(lllble‘ confession of oursinfulness before
od. -

.

Again, be specially upon the watch:
against those little tracks by which the:
vain man seeks to bring round the con-
versation about himself, and gain the
Smise or notice which his, thivsty ears.

vink in so greedily. Evon if praisa
somes unsought.it is well, while men are
uttering it, to guard g(oureolf by thinking
of some secret cause for humbling your-
self inwardly to-God, thinking unto what.
these pleasant accents would boe changad
if all that is known to God, and oven to-.
yourself, stood:revealed to man.

Place yourself beneath the cross of
Calvary ; see that gight of love and sor-
row ; hear those words of wonder ; look
at the Liternal Son humbling himself
there for you, as you ‘gaze fixedly upon
Him, whether he, whose only hope is in
that cross of absolute self-sacritice and
self-abasement, can dare to cherish in
himsclf one self-complacent action.” Let
the Master’s words ring ever in your
ears, ‘“How can ye believe, who receive
honor one of another, and seek not the
honor that cometh from God only ?"—
Bishop Wilberforce.

Little Things.

More depends on little things than we
think. It is said that Voltaire, when
five years old, read an infidel poem, and
he-was never able to free himself from
its effects. Scott, the commentator,
while despairing, vead a hymn of Dr.
Watts, and was turned from a life of
idleness and sin to one of usefulnuess.
Cowper, about to drown himself, was
carried the wrong way by his driver, and
wenb home to write ““God moves in &
mysterious way.” The rebuke of a teash-
er rouzed Dr. Clarke to great action, who
had up to that time been slow in acquir-
ing knowledge. Ole Bull, the great
violinist, rescued from suicide by drown-

“ing, and taken to the near residence of &

wealthy lady, became her profege and
soon acquired fame. Robert Moffat, the
distingnished missionary, reading a
placard announcing a missionary meeting,
was led to devote himself to work for the
heathen. Onestep downward  ften leads
men into the greatest guilt, It is the
little words-or actions that make or mar
our lives, —

A LaTEnumber of the *“Christian In-
telligencer” has this sentence : ** We are
pérsuaded that there is 2 gradual break-
ing down of the popular feeling of the
sacredness of the Lord’s day, and we fear
Christinns-are more responsible for thia
than they are willing to acknowledge.”
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Preparing, to meet God.

P

Tf we wero expecting a call to go into
the presence of some great king on eaxth,
wo-should prepave to meet him. If wo
wore looking for a summons to appear
boforo o judge and answer a serious ac:
cusation brought against us, we shoald
propare out answer to the charge. Ifwe
were ubout to gu to sume richand power
ful man to ask o great favor at his hands,
we should make preparation for the in
torview.

But how many there are who never
think of preparing to Ymeet their God.,
They think less of meeting Him than of
their earthly master or benefactor. They
act towards Him with less respect and
concern than towards their fellow-crea-
tures. Vet He is the King of all kings,
the Lord of all lords. His sentence will
decide our cternal state. It will either
raise us to heavenly joy or cast us down
to hell. We cannot escape Him, we can-
not resist Him. We must mcet Him,
and that very soon. When and how we
cannot tell. ~ Xe may come to meet us in
the judgments of His.providence, and He
will calll; us to meet him by the summons
of death. Oh, let us then prepare to
meet Him! But how? Only in one way
can we do so—by believing in His dear
Son and seckingacceptance through Him.

Then we can meet Him without fear and |,
sny ““Thisis our God ; we have waited

for Him, and He will save us.”

The True Wife.

Oftentimes I have seen a tall ship glide
by-against the tide as if drawn by some
invisible bowline, with a hundred strong
arms pulling it. Her sails unfilled, her

.streamers were drooping, she had neither

side wheel nor stern-wheel; still she
moved on stately, in serene triumph as
with her own life. But I knew that on
the othor side of the ship hidden beneath
the great bulk that swam so majestically,
there was a little toilsome steam tug,
with & heart of fire and arm- of jron, that
was tugging it bravely on;and I knew
that if the little steam-tug untwined her
arm, and left the ship, it would wallow
and roll about and drift hither and thither,
and go off with the refluent tide, no man
knows whither. And so I have known
more than one genius, high-decked, full-
freighted, idle-sailed, gay-pennoned, bat
that for the bare, toiling arms and brave,
warm-beating heart of the faithful little
wife that nestles close to him, sv that no
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wind or wave could paxt them, he would
have gone down with the stream, and
have been heard of no more.—Oliver
Wendell Holmes.

It was amid the darkness of the night,
at the brook Jabbok, that Jacob of old
wrestleqd with the angel and prevailed.
It is in the soul's dark, lonely, and soli-
tary seasons still that the Church's moral
and spiritual woestlers are crowned with
aictory, and, as princes, have power with

od. .

A )iuris’hioner once sought advice of
Dr. Alexender, He was under a cloud-
and could find no comfort in the dis
charge of religious duty. The doctor
said to him, “Do you pray?” ‘‘Yes;
he spent whole nights in prayer.” * How
do you pray?’ I pray,” he replied,
“ that the Lord will lift the light.of His
countenance upon ine, and grant me
peace.”  ¢“Go,” said Dr. Alexander,
**and pray God.to glorify His.name, and
to convert sinners to himself.” The pre-
scription met the ease.—Zion’s Advocate,

Toeach-Agent and Reader:—Please

"try-tg increaseé the circulation.

The Maritime Presbyterian,
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CHRISTIAN WORK,
is published at New Glasgow, N. §., on
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