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CHRISTIAN BANNER.

’
**Ifany man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.”
=I'his 18 tove, that we wwik atter his commandmenis.”

VOL. X. COBOURG AND BRIGHTON, JUNE 1856. NO. 6.

THE NEW TESTAMENT DEDICATED.

The Apos*le Paul having shown in Ifch. $th that fwo Testaments or
Wills cannot be of foree at the same time, and says, Heb. 10: 9, ¢« He
taketh away the first that he may establish the sccond.”  There was
no lappinz over then, as some will have it, from John the Baptist to
the Cross. The Bible bas kindly informed us, that “God sent forth
his Son, made of a woman, made UNDER THE LAW.? (al. 4: 4,
Ifis parents circuncised him, or did for him ¢ after the custom of THE
LAW,” Luke 2: 27, Jesus ordered saerifices to be offered in conform-
ity to the law ; in these words, ¢ then come and QFFER THY GIFT,”
Matt. 5: 24, Iesaid to the cleansed leper, “show thyself to the
Priest, and offer the gift that MOSES COMM.ANDED, for a testimony
unto them,” Matt. 8 : 4. ¢ Then Spake Jesus unto the multitude, and
to his Disciples, saying, The Scribes and Pharisees sit IN MOSES’

BAT: All thercfore whatsoever they bid you observe, thaf obsere
and do.” Matt. 23: 1, 2, 3. This last text renders it as certain as
God himself can make it, that Jesus did not regard Moses'seat as vaca-
ted, a short time before his death : nuy, the very night in which he was
betrayed unto death, he kept the passover in compliance with the law
of Moses. Luke infurms us, that the woman who prepared spices and
ointments for Jesus® burial,  rested the Sabbath day according to the
commandment.”  Matt, 23: 56. This is the last fime any of the
friends of Jesus ever kept the Sabbath or the passover in honor of the
Jewish Law. The women had not yet learned that ¢ the hand-writing
of ordinances (Jewish Laws) had been taken out of the way, and nailed
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to the Cross.” Col. 2: 14. Never after this date did the Apostles
command any man to keep the law in order to be saved: although Je.
sus had required it when the law was in force, Thus the good Book
carries the law througlh, in full force to the €Cros. ; modern Theology to
the contrary notwithstanding.

As men are saved naw, en the terms of the new testament only, it
becomes a question of transcendant importance, ¢ W hen did the New
Teslament come of force.” The Apostle fully aware of the importance
of this question, has not left us in the dark on this subject. He says,
¢ For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of
the testator. For a Testament is of force, after men are dead : other-
wise it i3 of no strength at all while the testator liveth.” Heb. 9: 16,
17. Now by the aid of this single text, every child is safe against im-
position, without the aid of the preacher. Ile knows the New Testa-
ment was not of force until after the death of Christ. No sophistry or
cunning can bewilder him or make him doubt, if he has any confidence
in the word of God. It must be matter of comfort to every loverof |
truth, that the Apostle has placed this point beyond all controversy. ‘
The Holy Spirit, by the mouth of the Prophets, the Evangelists, and I
Jesus, has always been uniform in placing the glory of the new institu.
tion after the sufferings of Christ. Peter says, “it testified before-
hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.” 1
Peter1: 11. This being so, we should naturally expect to Lear some
new announcement immediately afier the death of the testalor. We
accordingly have

THE MISSION OF THE WORLD.

¢« And Jesus came, and Spake unto them, saying, all power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost ; Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I bave
commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world. Matt. 28 : 18, 19, 20.” :

Let it be specially néted that this is the first commission, the last f
commission, and onky commission, that ever embraced “all nations” '
It is the only commisston, reader, that embraces you and me: unless, ’
indeed, you are a Jew. The mission of Moses embraced the Jewish '
nation only ; the prophets, at most, were sent, but to the < House of |

Tsrael and Judah ;" and John the Baptist was sent only to the Jewish '
i
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Nation ; called ¢ Isracl.” Such were the provisions of the Old Testa-
ment, that the Jews only were regarded as the children of God ; hence
when Gentiles applied to Jesus for personal favors, he replied, ©Let
the children first be filled.” Mark 7: 27. “I am not sent but to the |
lost sheep of the Iouse of Isracl.” Matt. 15: 24. Not only so, but
the first apostolic commission (Matt. 10 : 5) given before the death of
the testator, contained an express prohibition—¢ Go not into the way
of the Gentiles.” Is it not surprising that Gentiles should ever think
of claiming salvation, under a commission that so positively excluded
them?

The two most prominent items in the first commission, the prokibi-
tion *“ Go not into the way of the Gentiles,” and the proclamation,
« The Kingdom of Ieaven is at hand,” are not so much as named in
the last commission. The imagination that can make these two iden-
tical, will find no difficulty in converting bread and wine into real flesh
and blood. The last Apostolic Commission difters from the first in all
essential features : —

1. The last Commission (Matt. 2%) contains the announcement, “All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth;” but the first (Matt.
10,) contains no such announcement.

2, The last says, “ Go ye therefore and teach ALL NATIONS:” but
the first said, GO NOT into the way of the Gentiles.”

3. The last says, “ baptizing them :* but the first contains no bap-
tism.

4. The last says, ‘in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Iloly Ghost ;* but the first did not contain this trinity at all.

5. The last also, says, ¢Iam with you alway, even to the end of the
world ;” but the first contained ne such promise whatever.

6. The last says, < Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you ;° the last contains no such injunction ; but on
the contrary, a short time before his death, he had said to them, (Matt.
23: 9,) ¢ All therefore whatsoever THEY (the Jewish rulers) bid you
observe, that observe and do.” What a wonderful change has a few
days wrought! What a2 wonderful change has the Cross wrought! All
extol the Cross of Christ, yet few understand the wonders of the Cross.
Jesus has attained the Cross and the resurrection.—The veil of the
temple is rent from top to bottom—< Moses’ seat’ is vacated forever.—
The meck one has retired ; and the principalities and powers under him

e
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are all reduced to a ‘show.’ They may, indced, wilfully continue to
officiate, yet it is but a show, a mere farce! Jesus has “made a show
of them openly, triumphing over them in his Cross.’ Paul declares
(Col. 2 : 14) in the most uncquivocal manner, that Christ had ¢ blotted
out the hand-writing of ordinances—taken it out of the way——nailed it

to the Cross;’ and as if to prevent all cavil, actually names the € Sab- ’
bath days’ among the ordinances which he had just said were ¢ taken |
out of the way. |

But there was a mighty change somewhere in the neighborhood of
the Cross and the resurrcetion! That despised Nazarene, who was a
man of sorrows, and aequainted with grief ; who a fow days before, had
not where to lay his head, is now Monarch of the Universe. The Apos-
tle could say, ¢ We IIAVE known Christufter the flesh, but henceforth
we know him no more.” Ilehas triumphed. God has made him both
Lord and Christ. Ilear it from his own lips:—¢ ALL POWER IS
GIVEN UNTO ME IN IIEAVEN AND IN EARTIIY Ifall power
in Heaven and in J2arth, will not make a king, kow much power, pray, |
will it require?  Is it not the work of a king to destroy prineipalities
and powers, and make a show of them openly? ¢ encountered, in
person, the king of terrors, and bor~ away the keys of his dominions;
and Paul says be triumphed. Was not this the work of a king? a
mighty king? ITaving obtained ¢ all power,” he proceeds to commis-
sion his officers of State. e sends out his ¢ Ambassadors’ called also
Apostles, whose commission we have just examined: but he adds ¢ tarry
ye in the City of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on
high.”  They tarried accordingly in Jerusalem until Pentccost, when t
they were duly invested with the promised power. They then preached
under the new commission for the fiist fime. The astenished multitude -
enquiring ¢ What shall we do?”  Peter, the man with the keys, veplies: ,
—* Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of JFesus !
Christ, for the remission of sing, and ye shall reccive the gift of the Holy :
Ghost.?  Aets 2: 88 <IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST.  This |
is the firs time in the history of the Divine government, that sins were !
ever remitted 7n ChrisC’s name. That no eapital offender, in any :
kingdom, was ever pardoned, in the name of any one, except in the !
name of the Reigning lLing, is a fact, that never can be met by any |
son of Adam. '

From the Cross to Pentecost, a period of fifty days, we have no record :
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of a single lisp of public preaching, The rcason is most obvious. The
law which was wob to ¢ pass until all was fulfilled :’ had, now, been ful-
filled by Jesus and nailed to the Cross. Of course, all previous com-
missions were in harmony with the law, had been given under the law,
and had terminated with the law. The law had given up the Ghost
with Jesus, and as their first mission had expired, the Disciples like
industrious men, returned to their former employment. He who would
censure the Apostles for neglecting a commission which they did not
posscss, greatly needs to be better instructed.  Moral law was of course
always obligatory ; but we fearlessly deny, that, for this notable fifty
days, there was any revealed system of religion on carth 5 nor was there
any living man authorized to teach ¢all nations,” or any nation, oy
message of salvation from God. The last Embassy of God to the Jew-
ish nation, was exccuted in the person of his Son.— last of all, he sent
his Son,’—they murdered him—and God instantly closed the parley
forever 5 and the word of the Lord for ¢all nations,” had not yet been
publicly announced. It is true the apostles had a commission to all
nations some seven days before Pentecost, but they were expressly told
to ‘tarcy’ until endued with power from on high. Itisastonishing, that
religious teachers have so universally overlooked a fact so palpable.
They certainly have not learned to ‘mind their pauses’ FHere is a
pause not of four or six syllables, but of fifty days. TFar exceeding
¢ Sheridan’s pauses.” ¢ Ie taketh away the first, that he may cstablish
the second,’ is a truth the world are slow to learn.
Not only a pause of fifty days, but God has set up the Cross—an
everlasting monumeat, to mark the close of the old dispensation. The
_traveller, in passing from the British province of New Brunswick into
the United States, meets at the head of the St. Croix with a pillar of
marble or granite, with ¢Great Britain’ engraven on one side, and
¢ United States’ on the other. Now, how can he contrive to mistake
the dominion, if he only look at the monument? While he sees the

words ¢ Great Britain,’ he nceds not to be told, that he is in Victoria’s
dominions ; but when he has passed the monument, and turning round,
sees the words ¢ United States’ staring him in the face, no carthly pow-
er can make him believe he is still under the laws of the Queen. So
the Bible Student, in passing from the administration of Moses, to that
of Christ, caunot fail to discover ¢ Moses’ inscribed on that side of the
Cross, and ¢ Christ’ written upon this. ¢ Law’ upon that side, and ‘gos-
pel’ upon this.—The mission to the ¢ House of Israel’ upon.that side,
and the mission to ¢ all nations” upon this. :
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We have cited twenty texts in this little tract, and hope the reader
believesthem all ; but if he believes only the one, that a Testament is
not of force until after the death of the Teslalor, he will know how to
estimate that teaching which sends the enquiring siuner beyond tre
C'ross, to learn how to become a Christian !— Leaves from IV. Y.

IS METHODISM DESPOTIC?

A paper called the ¢ Carolina Baptist” scems determined to show
that Methodism, viewed in its government, is both anti-American and
anti-christian—a despotic organization to be feared by the people of the
United States. As the discussion of this question is exciting no little
attention in some quarters, we give a sample of the reasoning on both
sides of the question. Let us first hear the “Baptist”? :—

¢ In ecclesiastical matters, the laity are but the tools of the bishops
and priests—they may become so in political matters. It isa well-
known fact, developed in the history of the world, that religious liberty
must precede civil liberty ; and it is no less true that an ecclesiastical
despotism will, sooner or later, if permitted to exert itsinfluence un-
checked, beget political despotism.

This is the direct tendency of Episcopal Methodism. Tor if despo-
tism be right in the church, it is right in the state—if it be wrong in
the state, it is wrong in the church. But Episcopal Methodism declares
it to be right in the church, it must, therefore, encourage it in the
state. So far as the influence of Episcopal Methodism extends, so far
the true spirit of freedom is crushed, and our republicanism is endan-
gered.

But again—the very organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church
is dangerous to the liberties of a free people. Suppose a crisis to arrive
in political action, in which the hierarchy of the Methodist Church is
interested. From the dependence of all the parts on one great central
power, it is easy to perceive how the suffrages of most of the members
may be controlled by the bishops. Let the bishop suggest to the pre-
siding elders that the interests of their ecclesiastical despotism will be
subserved by the election of a certain set of men to office—the presiding
elders use their influence over the preachers, the preachers over the
class-leaders, and the class-leaders over their class-members, and thus
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the balance of power in a political contest may rest in the hands of sev-
en Methodist L'piscopal Bishops. There is as much danger of this, as
there is of Romanism accomplishing a similar result; provided the oc-
casion required it. It may be said that the members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church are too independent to ke thus influenced ; but, while
they submit to the degradation to which I have shown they were sub-
jected in Church matters, let them not speak of independence in politi-
cal matters. Let them bhecome ecclesiastically free, and then it may
be hoped that they would dare to become politically free, if the bishops
undertook to prevent it.

T have thusshown that Episcopal Methodism is anti-American in ite
gpirit and tendency, and that it is a dangerous foe to republicanism. I
have shown that it had its origin in usurpation—that its very organi-
zation provides for the support and extension of assumed power, and that
this power may be oppressively exercised without restriction. 1 have
shown that Methodist Episcopacy containsin itself the very elements of
an absolude despotism, and therefore must ultimately, unless checked,
subvert and destroy our republican institutions. In doing this, I have
uttered no harsh epithets. I have insinuated nothing against the
scripturalness of Methodist doctrine, or the piety and godliness of Meth-
odist Church members. I have simply spoken of the government of the
Church. I have ‘spoken as an American citizen; and I call on every
truec American in the Methodist Episcopal Church to use his influence
to effect a radical reform in this matter. The time has come when
Americanism and Romanism are arrayed in hostile attitudes. Remem-
ber that you arc not prepared to stand by Americanism while you are
the subjects of a hierarchy. The truth will come with irresistible force
from the vassals of the Pope: “Is despotism any more sinful or dange-
rous in the Romish Church than in the Methodist? Oh! then be
Americans—be free men—throw off your ecclesiastical chains, and then
you will be prepared consistently to aid your fellow-countrymen in
breaking the yoke of ecclesiastical despotism with which Rome has
bound her ignorant and degraded subjects !

Now read the following from a Methodist paper entitled ¢ Zion's
Herald :7—

“The enemies of Methodism take great delight in harping upon
what they are pleased to call itsdespotism. A recent Baptist writer,
whose malice floats like scum on every page of his book, calls it a “na-
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Led clerical despotism.™ A spiteful Congregationalist priest, whose
views of our system are feunded on the most superficial knowledge of
its principles, says, the  theory of our church assumes that God has
given all church power to one or more bishops, te reign absofule over the
whole body of associated Christians in « nation! !  Others take up
the same ery, and thus, from Maine to California, our adversaries assail
us with this charge of despotism for their battle ery.  We think it pos-
sible some of them may be ignorant cnough of Methodism to Bolieve their
own assertions. DBut with (he more intelligent of our fres, this ery is
raised for the purpose of raising the national prejudice against a chureh
whose rapid growth and immense resources they both fear and envy.
The numerical superiority of Mcthodism, as shown by the facts of the
last census, has disturbed our enemies exeeedingly.  Knowing that the
republican idea is justly popular, and the despotic idea justly hateful
with the American public, they seck to persuade the people that Meth-
odism isanti-republican, and despotic in its prineiples, spirit, and nrac-
tice. Could they succeed, they would, doubtless inflict a deadly wound
upon it. They would assuredly retard its progress.

But the charge is false. Methodism is not a despotism. True, its
ecclesiastical forms were not cast in a republican mould. The demo-
cratic idea is not very legibly written in the letter of its discipline. A
superficial observer, gazing on some of its arrangements, without taking
into account the numerous checks which are everywhere thrown around
those to whom it conveys power, might easily misconceive its principles,
and misjudge its spirit and practical operations. While, to those who
write in the venomous spirit of the writers referred to above, nothing is
casier than, by exaggerating some features of the system and suppress-
ing others, to make out the plausible semblance of a strong case.

But there is a strong, and as we think, unanswerable a priori argu-
ment against this charge, in the fact that those who are in the Mectho-
dist Episcopal Church are utterly unconscious of the pressurc of this
alleged despotism. No Methodist feels oppressed by it. Tethodist
ministers and laymen maintain as much self-respect, feel as frec in spirit,
and arc as unconstrained in their action as the ministry and laity of
the most ultra Congregationalist church in the land. No despotic arm
terrifies them. No irresponsible authority oppresses them. No arbi-
trary inflictions gall them. How is this? How can this consciousness
of freedom exist and flourish unchecked, if Methodism issuch a system
of despotism as its enemies deolare it to be? It will not do to say that
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our people are not sufficiently intelligent to distinguish between liberty
and freedom ; for we hesitate not to assert that the average culture of
our people is equal to that of any other large denomination in the land.
Iow is it then?  There is but une answer.  The despotism does not
esist, save in the disturbed imaginations of our enemies.

What is despotism ¥ Tt is absolute authority, irresponsible to eon-
stitutions, Liws, or tribunals,  But Mcthodism knows no such authority
as this.  Ivery man—minister or laymen—upon whom it confers power,
is controlled by rules, and held  responsible to proper tribunals for the
right eacreise of his authority. Every officer’s duties, from a dass-
leader to a bishop, are specifically defined ; and the greater the power
bustowed, the more strict is the responsibility which isexacted.  Ience
while & momber or preacher can be expelled for speeifie vi)lations of
the discipline only, a bishop isliuble to expulsion for improper conduct.
Should « bishop fully undertake to exact the part of a tyrant, should he
wantonly abuse his appointing power to any appreciable extent, the
Gencral Conference hus the power, as it certainly would have the mo-
tive and inclination, to expel him.  While such restraints upon its au-
thoritics as these cxist, Methudism cannot be considered a despotism.
The grand findamental element of despotizm—absolute, irrespunsible
authority—is not found in the system.

Again we ask, what is despotism? Tt is irresponsible authority
reposing upon force. The appeal of the despot is not to the consent of
the governed, but to force.  Ais authority is built, not on the enlight-
ened affection of his subjects, but on the bayonets of his warriors. Iis
arguments are chains, prisons, scaffolds. To talk about a despotism
without force isto drivel, not reason. There canbe no despotism where
there is no power to cocree obedience.

SINCERITY SEEKING TIIE WAY TO HEAVEN.

CHAPTER V.

Our young friend was passing up Clinton street, Cincinnati, between
Western Row and John streets, and he saw a Methodist minister, ac-
companied by some ten or a dozen persons, cntering the basement of the
chapel belonging to the “Christians,” cr “Disciples of Christ,” as they
call themselves, their regular preacher being present. Here a new sub-
Ject presented itself to the consideration of young Sincerily. The little
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company approached the Baptistery, the lids of which were folded back
out of the way, and all eyes were direccted down into an emblemetical
tomb, some ten feet in length, and four feet broad. The water was some
two and a halfor three feet in depth, All stood in profound silence,
with their eyes fixed upon this solemn-looking place. Presently the
Methodist minister, and two respectable ladies, all dressed in black, with
countenance solemn as the grave, made their appearance near this lowly
tomb, where the minister made the following address :

¢ Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all men are conceived and born in sin,
(and that which is born of the flesh is flesh; and they that are in the
flesh cannot please God, but live in sin, committing many actual trans-
gressions ;) and that our Saviour, Christ, saith, None can enter into the
kingdom of God, except he be regenerated, and born anew of water and
the Holy Ghost, and received into Christ’s holy church, and be made
lively members of the same.”—Dis., p. 107,

The minister then made the following prayer :

“Almighty and immortal God, the aid of all that need, the helper of
all that flee to thee for succor, the life of them that believe, and the re-
surrection of the dead, we call upon thee for these persons, that they,
coming to thy holy baptism, may receive remission of their sins, by
spiritual regeneration. Receive them, O Lord, as thou hast promised
by thy well-beloved Son, saying, Ask, and you shall receive ; seek and
ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you ; so give now unto
us that ask, let us that seek find, open the gate unto us that knock, that
these persons may enjoy the everlasting benediction of thy heavenly
washing, and may come to the eternal kingdom which thou hast promis-
ed by Christ our Lord. Amen.”—Dis., p. 107.

He then descended, with one of the ladies, into the baptismal water,
and lifting his eyes and hands towards heaven, uttered in a strong, clear,
and solemn voice, the following most fearful and awful of all the formu-
las ever uttered by human lips: “I baptise you into the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” As he ut-
tered this profoundly awful sentence, with the little company standing
round, and breathing almost suspended, he lowered the candidate gently
down, till the watersclosed above, thus separating her from the visible
world. In the next moment, she appeared again, as the waters parted
from above her, in the form of a resurrection from the dead, :nd an actual
resurrcction to a new life, and she was joyfully received by those stand-
ing by. The otherlady passed through the same sacred ceremony. The
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minister then ascended the steps, or, as the Scripture expressesit, “came
up out of the water,” and lifting his hands and eyes toward heaven,
said, “May grace, mercy, and peace, from God, the Father, and our
Lord Jesus Christ, be with us all—now, henceforth, and forevermore.
Amen.”

The minister walked away, apparently as if conscious of having done
his duty. Sincerély stood by trembling, and the tears imperceptibly
trinkling down his manly cheeks. As he walked away he said to him-
self : *¢I thought Methodists did not believe in immersion! But this
man scemed sincere in what be did—how is this? Besides, I have
never witnessed any religious ceremonies that produced such an effect
upon my own sensibilities as this.  Possibly it is my duty to be bap-
tized ! I certainly should delight to do so, if I understood the matter,
and thought myselfprepared. I will see my friend, Mr. H., once more,
and have a conversation with him on baptism.”

Tn a few minuteshe was in the studio of Mr. H., when the following
conversation took place ;

II. 'Well. Mr. 8. have you become any better reconciled in your
micd ?

S. No,sir; Iam as much perplezed and confused as I have been
at any former period. I have had several conversations, and heard
some preaching, since I saw you, but all without affording me the least
relief.  Did you know of the baptizing by the Methodist preacher in
charge on street, in the baptistery of the Disciples’ church, on
Clinton street, this morning ?

H. Yes, sir ; I know ail about it. Were you present ?

S. Yes, sir ; it was a solemn and interesting scene.

H. The facts in the case are these : There were quite a number
who joined our church, as you are aware, and, as our Discipline requires
all to be baptized before they are received into full fellowship, it devolv-
ed upon myself to preach a sermon on baptism. This 1 did, and satis-
fied all, except the two that you saw dipped this morning, that sprinkling
would do, and administered the ordinance to them in that way. But
nothing would do these two, but they must be dipped ; and, as my
health is delicate, I eannot cndure the least exposure to wet without
imminent danger of violent cold, probably terminating in consumption,
I would not consent to go into the water, at such a time as this, to
gratify the weakness ofaaybody. The truth is, baptism is not a saving
ordinance any how.
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S. I am surprised to hear you say that, for your preaching broth-
er told us this morning that our Saviour says that ¢ None can into the
kingdomeof God except he be regenerated. and born anew of water and
the Holy Ghost,” and exhorted those present to eall upon God to  Grant
the persons to be baptized that whieh by nature they cannot have.” Ile ;
also prayed that they might receive remission of their sins, and that
the Lord would receive them, from which, I thought, he regarded it as
a saving ordinance.

II. Youmust have misunderstood him—he did not mean that.

S.  But he had your book of Discipline in has hand, and I under-
stood him to be uttering the precise words of the Discipline,

I, You do not understand this matter. We do not believe that
baptism i3 essential.

S. Isis true, as your preaching brother said this morning, that our
Saviour says that  Nonecan enter into the kingdom of God, except he
be born of water and the Holy Ghost 2

H. Certainly it is 5 it is so stated in our Discipline.

8. How canany be saved without it, then ? Ifnone can enter the
kingdom of God without being  born of water and the Holy Ghost,”
and born of water is baptism, as you admit your Discipline implies, how
can any be saved withoutit ? Can they be saved without entering into
the kingdom of God?

I, None can enter—none can enter—the kingdom of God there
means—the fact is, the modeis not revealed.

S. Am I to understand you, that the manner in which baptism is

to be administered is not revealed ?
24, Yes, sir; no man can show from the Bible that any mode isre.

vealed ?

S. If it is not revealed how 2 thing is to be done, how is a person to
know how to do it ? or how can any man living know whether it is done
at allor not ? '

II. Iregard it as valid when performed cither way, by sprinkling,
pouring, or immersion. .

S.  But, my dear sir, if the manner of obeying the command to be
baptized is not revealed, it is wholly in the dark, and there is no evidence
that either sprinkling, pouring or immersion is baptism.

H. I can prove sprinkling from Scripture. It says, ¢ I will sprin-
kle many nations.”

~ o
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S. I thought you said the mode is not revealed ! If it is not re-
vealed, how can you prove it to be sprinkling ?

. I am, sir, afraid your condition is lamentable. I fear you will
turn into skepticism. You produced nothing but difficultics. The mode
of baptism is plainly taught in the baptism of the IToly Ghost. The
Lord said, “T will pour out my spirit.” This proves that pouring is
the mode.”

S.  Mr. I, I hope I shall not hecome a skeptic ; but if I can find
something more consistent, and that I can understand better than what
you have taught, I do not know where Ishall land. You first tell me,
of baptism, that no mode is revealed ; then, in the next moment, you
are trying to prove thatsprinkling is baptism. Then, again, you are
trying to prove pouring. In the place of no mode heing revealed, you
would have me believe that two or three modes are revealed !

As our young friend walked away, he said to himself: ¢ TIs this the
way ministers are enlightening the world?  Is there nothing in religion
that I can understand 2 If there is no clearer light than this, I am a
miserable man 17

JESUS—AND CHRISTIANITY.

Let me inquire of the reader whether he has ever seriously considered
the object of his attachment or affection—in short, whether his affections
terminate on Christ or on christianity. If on Christ’anity, then does he
love a theory—if on Christ, then a persen.  Tor christianity is but a
theory, however well it may develope truths, facts, and relations ; and
however exalted and harmonious these may be, still it isbuta theory or
system. It is somewhat difficult to conceive how mnex can rationally love
systems—things. They may consistently regard them very highly—but
to love them is of o little questionable propriety. Our forefathers in
England were much attached to episcopacy, and of Scotland to the cove-
nant—perhaps they loved them more than they loved God. Certain it
is neither Xpiscopacy nor the covenant, nor theirregard for them, could
destroy the desire of cither party to cut off the heads of the other as they
had opportunity. To love Jesus Christ our Lord, is equal to losing all
desire to destroy or maltreat our fellow mortals. T do not wish here to
confound cither episcopacy or the covenant with christianity, But there
was nothing in either or those systems which required its votaries to des-
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. troy its enemies, Both Covenanters and Episcopalians were more at-
tached to their systems 175 years ago than they now are, and neither .
party now is disposed to be a persecutor. This change appears to me to
be produced by the parties having their minds and affections turned -

more to God & Christ than to their systems. The systems urc the same
yeb, but the heart of the people is changed. God created man—and it
is recorded that he loved mun even while ¢ dead in sins”—'¢ Gud so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son” &e. He also ereated
the lion and the peacock. Can we say that he loves these? He cares
for the sparrow, but docs he love the ostrich or the humming bird ?
He “created man in his awn image—in the likeness of God created he
him.” Man assimilates to God—God loves him. God assimilates to
man in Christ Jesus—and man loves him. “We love God because
he first loved us.””  We cannut love angel's, because they are not assim-
ilated in nature to us—We cannot love horses and callle for the same
reason.—Angels arc above us, and we may reverence, but not luve, them.

Animals are beneath us, we may regard them in some degree, but not |

love them. We may love God and humanity—DBut besides these,
whether angels, system, or things, nothing is really and properly a

subject of man’s affections. It appears tome that the proper object of |
the christian’s love is the author of uur religion—the author of christian- |

ity—and not the christian system. Thisengages a persunalily rather
than theory or sysiem.

Do any of the brethren think the distinction over nice—I will not
contend with them. But let them remember that attachment to theo-
ries and systems is the life-principle of all the scets and scctarism of the
present day.

. I xxx
A BAPTIST MINISTER—HIS NAME AND WORK.

Owen Sound, May 25th.

Mz, O.ipuaxnt :—I received your April No. of the Bunner, addressed
to me, I suppose, on account of its containing strictures on cominunica~
tions of mine in the Owen Sound Times.

You pronounce me “ a strict Baptist, i. e., 2 Baptist and neither more
nor less.” Where is your warrant? How did you learn akso that it is
my “business to make and keep Baptists?” I am acquainted with
parties to whom this charge applies with full force: you will understand
me. 1 never for once urged anindividual to join the Buptists. What

—
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say you now? Ihave understood that you claim to be more than
somewhat imitative of Paul, Peter, and John ; have they taught you
the doctrine of false judging ?

As Mr. Campbell’s indiseriminate traducings of ministers—< the
ministers of Christ” in the evasive language of the Banner excepted—
and his teachings on the Spirit and regeneration, are patent before the
world, I will not take up these subjects here. I did so lately, and Mr.
Oliphant was since in Owen Sound ; so he can keep his  new white
hankerchief” for the present.

T should have honored the above animadversions with merited silence
but for your perversions of my reference to the party who had been
“sufficiently cxposed to the natural air of Port Hope,” viz., that I ad-
duced the circumstance as proof that ¢ the Baptists in London (C. W.)
are not illiberal !!”  These marks would appear to better advantage,
had yuur own perversions not prompted their use.

The fact is, I did not express an opinion on the propriety or impro-
priety of shutting Buptist chapels on Mr. Campbell. and I am satisfied
that no careful and candid man would have preferred the charge. 1
referred to the ¢ air of Port Hope™ chicfly to meet the sarcasm of the
Banner. This “very eccentric proof of Mr. McDonald’s,” then, is
“ proof” which rests with the logic of Mr, Oliphant. Your suggestion
to “ christen it McDonalddoxy” is therefore rather premature.

If you intreduce my name again in the Banner, please be more cau-
tious iu fulse judging. Beware of charging me with ¢ eccentric proofs”
of your own framing.

Please insert this letter as a reparation for the past.

I remain, &e.,
P. McDoxavp.

The foregoing will pass current at its par value in all the religious
markets and among all the religious traders, according to the upward or
downward tendency of thissort of stock. 'We claim permission to re-
mark upon it— )

1. That we have not judged our.Baptist neighbor in any wise, either
falscly or truly. 'We received certain testimeny, a portion of it from
his own pen and a portien of it from others, relative to the Baptist or-
thodoxy of neighbor McDonald, and we spoke of him accordingly. It
is undeniable, we believe, that he is a Regular Baptist; and indeed
whether a Regular or an Irregular Baptist, his work, we doubt not, if
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he works at all, is to make and then to preserve just such Baptists as
he is himself.

2. Mr. McDonald is not willing that we should give him eredit for
proving anything, or attempting to prove anything, when he brought
out his opposition to our observations upon the want of liberality among
the Baptists of our Provincial London.  Very well.  If it will suit him
any better we can accommodate him by substituting the term veply for
the word “ proof :” and then the matter will stand thus :—The Banner
states, and states it with sarcasm, that a Baptist congregation is illibe-
ral.  Mr. McDonald replies that there is a person who is called a disci-
ple, only notorious for his disregard of prayer, for denying human
depravity, for ohjeeting to prayer being oftered to the Lord Jesus, for
asserting that the new birth is by water, and for maintaining that the
righteous shall be literally destroyed or turned to nothing ; therefore all
thisis no proof of anything, only it mects the sarcasm of the Bauner in
comnienting upon Baptist illiberality !'!!

3. Our friend at Owen Sound is not such a teacher on caution os
will be likely to meet with much success. 1f it would pay cost, the
preceding short communication could be shown to contain a greater
number of reckless assertions, if not direet statements scarcely parallel
to truth, than the writer has fingers on the hand that wrote it.  Better
preach caution on the principle, “ Thou who teackest another, teachest
thou not thyself?”

D. O

THE MISSION OF INFIDELS.

© What is scepticism or infidelity? So many rcferences are made to
infidelity, that one would suppose at first thought, that i was some
system, doctrine, theory or creed, cmbodied, carefully digested, and :et
forth in duc form 3 but such is not the case.

The mission of infidels is not to build anything, establish anything, o
defend anything. They come not to show a more excellent way,—2
high way of holiness—but to turnsus out of the old way, withont guiding
our feet into any other way. Their mission is to pull down. They
have nomission to elevate, enoble and organize, but one mighty to det-
eriorate, degrade and disorganize. They come not to save, but to des
troy. The reason why their work is so cusily done is because it is al
pulling down, deranging, disorganizing, spoiling, and spreading desola-
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tion. The common adage: “ Those who live in glass houses should
not throw stones,” is not applicable to them. They donot live in glass
houses or houses of any other kind. They have no house at all, vr any-
thing clse to defend 5 but their worlk is simply to stand off and hurl fire-
brands at the buildings of others. Their work is simply that of an
incendiary—spreading destruction as widely as possible, and then tan-
talizing the man of God, because they can pull down faster than he can
build up ; or because they can destroy faster than lic can save 5 or that
they can spread contagion more rapidly than he can cure. But there
is nothing strange in all this, unless it be that a human being should
follow such a calling. It is not strange that the old proverh of the
Bible: *“ One sinner destroyeth much good,” should be found literally
true, in all things, both temporal and spiritual. One enemy can sow
more ¢ wkle, spanish needles, rag weeds, thistles and burrs than a thou-
sand goou lurmers can weed out 3 or can sow more tares than a thou-
sand can pull up.  One enemy can tear up more railway, burn more
bridges, and do more damage than a million can restore.

The mission of infidels is not to enlighten, civilize and enoble the na-
tions. They have never enlightened, civilized or clevated 2 nation or
2 people since the world was made. They bave never organized society,
established peace and order in any place on this earth. They have
established no civil institutions, no system of morals, no code of laws,
1o system of education, and no institutionsof learning that deserve the

"name.  Liven the literature of the country bas almost entirely been
. left to the helievers of the Bible. It is an easy work to pull down civil

of enlightenment, and object to them. It is an casy matter te deny
everything and prove nothing; to doubt, vacilate and fear. Itisan

throw everything into confusion and uncertainty. Some men have
fallen so fully into this state, that they hardly will venture to say they
helieve anything, have confidence in anything, or know anything., One
man, under the blinding, benumbing and stupifying influence of unbe-
lief, when asked whether he knew that he existed, hesitated to say he
did.

What ability, knowledge or learning, does it require to deny every-
thing? The most ignorant, illiterate, and stupid can deny as stoutly
as the most learned, enlightened and talented. It requires no strength
of mind 4o stand and deny—to declare in the most pertinacious manner

government, subvert the foundation of organization, condemn the means !

casy matter to distrust, fill others with distrust, destroy confidence, !

VO0J. Xe—3o . B




A - e e ——n

182 THR CHERISTIAN BANNER.

disbelief, want of confidence, doubts, distrusts and uncertaintiesin every-
thing. A man who never read the Bible once through in his life, nor
ten other books, who has the most corrupt character, can talk of incon-
sistencies, ineongruities, contradictions and absurdities, in the Bible, as
stoutly as anybedy. Any blockhead can leap over the Falls of Niagara
or from the Suspension Bridge below. In the same way any man, with -
or without much mind, learning or talent, can Icap into the dark abyss
of unbelicf, rejecting, contemning and despiring all evidence 3 but would -
it not be the part of prudence, of wisdum aund discretion in such, tolonk
before they leap? Itis a fearful experiment they are making. If the
step is a 1ristalien one, it ean never be retraced beyond this life.  He
who makes the experiment, obtains nothing now, only the unbyidled !
privilege of declaring the Bible false—religion priest-craft—that wman
will never be called to aecount, henes all men can do as they list.

The mission of infiduls is to risk, and induece all men to risk, the loss
of everything, without the pussibility of gaining anything, in this world !
or the worl® to cume. They have no worthy object—they can have no
worthy object in opposing the Bible. They have no reason for oppesing
it, for they do not propuse to make the world any better.  They have :
no propusition to make the world more true, kind, aficctionate or happy.
Indeed, the very fact of their malignity towards the Bible shows that
it is mo fable. The land abvunds with acknowledged fables; why are
they not enraged at these ! Thcy are read by the million 5 but scepties -
are no more erraged at them than othier nien.  If they are sati<fed the
Bible is all fiction, fulse or huwan, why trouble u< about it? Why
not Jet 1t pass?  We hear thousands contending abuut the “signs in
the moun,” but we care nothing akvut them, and do uet even trouble
those who helieve in them ; the reason is we are well and fully satisfied
thas there is nothing in them, Why do they not let the helievers in
the Bible pass in the saee way?  The rcason is obvious; they arein
doubt, not fully satisfied, and feel that there is upcertainty in their posi-
tion. They see and are constantly imnpressed with the fact, that if the
Christian could be mistaken, that his mistake amounts tonothing—that
he is as happy now, and Las as high assurance in regard to all beyend
this life, tosay the least of it, as they; and that if the seeptie should ’
prove mistaken, lis mistake is an irgeparable one. They sce that a
mistake on the part of a Clristian invelves no. danger, no serious conse- :
quences in this world or the world to come; while a mistake on their *
part, involves eternal consequenges. They are not constantly impress-.
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ed, too, with the fact, that they are relying upon that which amounts
to anything like certainty; for & large proportion who have oceupied
their position, before death have repudiated and renounced it—many of
them in the immediate expectation of death,—and warncd all their
friends against it.  They find on the other hand that all who believed
the Bible when in health, also believed it when approaching death, and
that no roan who has contended for its truth till he was in the immedi-
ate expeetation of death, has then deniedit.  They must, then, sce that
their mission is simply to fill the world with doubts and distrusts, invol-

ving all in darkness and uncertainty.
: B. F.

POES THE BOOK OF GOD CONTAIN NON-ESSENTIALS?

The following article are strictures on a discousse delivered in the
and having
lain in manuscript for sowe years, it sas thought proper after due con-
sideration to have it printed. ®

Mr, B. remarked in the outset of his discourse that the ductrines of
the Bible were not laid down in & systematic manner, but scattered o. er,
the seriptures like fiowers in a field, He then divided them into essen-’

* tials and nou-essentials, and to explain his meaning he compared them
_wahouse ; the essential doetrines hie cumpared to the material parts of

the house, such as the foundation, walls, reof, &e., the nun-essentials he
cumjared to a beam, pin, or rafter, &e., he remarked that although a
Lewm, or pin, was taken out of a heuse, yet if the roof was goid, and the
foundation firm, it would still be & houwse, and might still be comfurtable
cough to live in.

Now I freely admit that i is very common to divide religion into

| essentials und non-cascntialy, but I caunot sce that such teaching can

. e honoring tv Gud or profitable to men.  When people are told that

ecrtn things in religion are not essential, it is very natural to under-
value and neglect what is not essential, uspeeially if' obeying non-cssen-
tials, involves any difficulty or disgrace and in this way rebellion, which
ix as the sin of witcheraft, is not only connived at, bui openly taught,

*and the most positive ordinances of religion are despised and rejected,
t from the suppusition that they are non-essentials. But thisis not all.

go—

It leads to {:(_mtention and strife, and mystifying of religion, for although
there is a general agreement among the leaders of the seots to divide
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religion into essential and non-essentials, they are far from being agreed
about what one teacher calls non-essential, another calls it essential, and
the common people who are not versed in these mysteries of essentials
and non-cssentials, are often set by the cars against one another ; not
onc of the teachersas fur as I learn, can bring any certain Zine of de-
markation from scripture to prove what is essential from what is non-
essential.

As a proof of the contention about essentials and non-ecssentials, I |
shall submit the following asa sample. The people called Baptists | '
contend that immersion is baptism ; they contend that immersion xsf

essential to the right administration of that ordinance ; nothing short |
of this will please themj all those who are not immersed, are unbaptiml !
according to their bdlef I cordially agree with them. The people call- .
ed Pulo-lmptmtb although they gencrally admit immersion to be valied /
baptism, contend that immersion is not essential, and that the ordip- i
ance may be rightly administered by sprinkling a little water on the §
face, and this bas been & bone of contention for centuries between these !
bodies, and although the former body are yearly thinning the rauks of !
_the latter ; the controversy is far from heingat an end. Isitany won- |
%3er then that several scets should have risen up, who have laid aside '
baptism altogether, and thisis actually the case; and mauy of thos
who do not go this length consider baptisn asa very insignificant cero- |

i

mony. )

How often are we asked, What makes you Baptists so tenacious
about inmersion, thus sewing strife and contention in the community, |
and dividing the rcal people of God about a mere oulward ceremony, .
not essential to salvation. The following are some, but not a tithe of |
the bitter fruits that has risen from dividing religion into essentials and '
non-essentials.  But if teachers of religion would tell the people that '
God is the fountain of wisdom, knowledge, and goodness, and that His !
“Wisdom and Goodness would forbid appointing non-essentialsin relidion; i
that the salvation of men is the end God has in view in giving ordinan- ‘
ces of religion to men, and that all these ordinances are means in God's !
hand for accomplishing the end he has in view, namely, salvation o
men, that each and every one of these ordinances has a certain bearing |
towards accomplishing this great end : if the people were farther told:
that God has connected a blessing with obedience, [Rev. 22 ;’14.] and}
that in keeping of His commands there is a great reward [Ps. 10 11t |

I
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if the people were also shown the heavy judgments God poured down
upon those who ventured to call His holy ordinances non-essential ; that
in every age those who reverenced God’s authority and obeyed. His
Laws reccived His blessing, while those who despised His authority
found by expericnce that the way of transgressors is hard, 1 Sam. 2: 30
chap. 15, 17, 24 ; if teachers of religion would open up to the people
the difference between those who serve God and those who serve Him
not, people would then be able to see the difference ; they would love
religion for the good it conferred upon thuse who engaged in it. But ]
to tell people that certain thing, in religion are not essential, is the very
way to lead them to despise religion to the ruin of their souls. I shall
now refer to a few portions of seripture which proves to my satisfaction
that there is no such thing as non-essentials in religion. Noah believed
this and acted upon it ; for we are told, thus did Noah according to all
that God comnmanded him, Gen. 4 : 22.  After Moses received instrue-
: \tions to build the tabernacle, he received this additional command, See
that thou make all things according to the pattern showed thee in the
mount, Xisod. 25: 40. Moses complied in every punctilio, for thus did
Moscs according to all that God commanded him, so did he, Exod. 40 ;
16. The books of Exod., Lev., and Deut., contain a multitude of laws
minutely deseribed, and it appears that Moses considered every jof and
tittle o be esseniial, and his earnestness to impress the same belief upon
the nation of Isracl, is manifest from many portions of the book of Deut.
too numerous to mention here; see in particular Deut. 4: 2, chap. 6:
2, chap. 8 : 1, chap. 10: 12, 1s. In the 6th chapter of Joshua the
Yord commanded Joshua to compass Jericho once every day for six
days, and on the seventh day they were to compass the city seven times;
they were also to observe a eertain order of procession, priests blowing
seven trumpets of ram’s horns were to go before the Ark, blowing as
they went. The people in our day, in all p.cbability would consider

these things or at least some of them non-essential. Joshua thought |
otherwise, and observed every iota ; see the chapter throughout. Even
Moses the servant of the Lord who was faithful in all His house, devi-
ated but in one instance from his instructions, and for this he was debar-
ed from entering into the land of promise, Numbers 7: 18. The case
of Saul, king of Israel, is a clear proof of the danger of calling anything
that God commands non-essential. Saul divided his instructions into
essentials and non-essentials, when sent to'destroy the wicked Amelikites.
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He obeyed what he deemed essential, and neglected what he considered
non-cssential ; he returncd home with seeming confidence, and he says
to Samuel when he meets him, “ 7 have performed the commandment
of.the Lord,” while the proof of his disobedience was sounding in his
cars, (the bleating of the sheep and the lowing of the oxen,) he excuses
himself that the cattle and sheep were for sacrifice to the Lovd, but
Samuel tells him that ¢ to obey is better than sacrifice and to hearken
than the fat of rams; because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord,
the Lord hath rejected thee,” 1 Sam. 15: 22, 23. I marvel that any
man in the face of these scriptures would venture to call anything that
God commands non-cssential.  'We shall now turn to the New Testa-
ment, and see if the Lord Jesus and His Apostles divided religion into
essentials and non-essentials. desus at the conclusion of His sermon on
the mount compares those who hears his word and does it not, to the
man who built his house upon the sand, Mat. 7: 24,28, This does
not seem to savour of non-cssentials. Jesus says, © Ye are my friends
if ye do whatsoever I command you,” John 15 : 14. Again Jesus says,
“ Peach them (the disciples) to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded,” Mat. 25: 20. Paul in addressing the Ephesian Klders,
says, I Lave not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God,—
I have showed you all things, Acts 20 :27,35. When writing to Tim-
othy, I charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect
Angels, that thowobserve these things wilhout prefering one before an-
other, 1 Tim. 5: 21. We have also many instunces in seripture of
persons trifling with God's commands counting them nun-essential and
bringing ruin upon themselves, I refer to the following, Gen. 2: 16,
chap. 3: 6, Lev. 10 : 1, 4, Josh. 6: 18, chap. 7,25, 1 King 13: 9,
21, 92, %4.

The preacher after dividing the doctrines of seripture into essentials
dnd nou-essentials, in enumerating the cssential doctrines, that of being
sived by faith alone he named as one of the sssentials. I am well
aware of this being a popular doctrine. Some of the leaders of the
Seets have formed what is called the Evangelical League, in opposition
to the Pope, and those who bring this doctrize (saved by faith aléne)
are received into the League as orthodox, and all those who do not be-
lieve this doctrine are rejected as hertices. This league seems rather
caleulated to strengthen the Pope. Iam now an old man, with nearly
half a century of experience in the Christian. profession, and I éannot
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find in scripture that men-are saved by faith alone. But I find in
seripture that peoplo are saved by grace, Eph. 2 : 3., by faith, Eph. 2:
8 ; by baptism, 1 Peter 3 : 21 ; by hope, Rom. 8 : 24 ; by the renewing
of the Holy Spirit, Titus 8: 55 by calling on the name of the Lord,
Rom. 10: 13 ; by the gospel, 1 Cor. 15: 23 by Flis (Christ’s) life,
Rom. 5 : 10, and by enduring to the end, Mat. 10: 22. In the above
we have salvation ascribed to nine causes, and I believe I might add a
fow more. I ask, then, how can any man aseribe salvation to faith
alone, when the Spirit of God aseribes it to nine camses. I might as
well say, that men are saved by calling on God alone, or by hope alone,
or by baptism alone. T conclude then that cach and c{rery one of these
nine causes has something to do with the salvation of men, and I dare
not say that people are saved by any onc of them elone ; and any per-
son that says so manifests great ignorance of the seriptures. But if
people are saved by faith alone, then eight of the above causes would
seem to be needless. The whole round of Christian duties would seermn
to be needless.  Sce also James 2 : 14, 17, 24,

Let us examine if Noah was saved by faith alone. 'Was he not sav-
ed by grace, Gen. 6 : 8.  Was he not saved by faith and by fear, Heb
17: 7, (was it not fear that moved him to build the Ark.)) And was
ke not saved by hope, (was it not hope that encouraged him to go on
with the unde-taking.) Was he not saved by gapher-wood, (would
any other wood answer) and by making the Ark 300 cubits long, 50
cubits broad, and 30 cubits high, (would any other fashion do) and by
pitching it within and without with pitch (if he had negleeted this
order, would not the water rush in and drown him, even in the Ark.)
And washe not saved by gathering to him ofall food that was eaten
(otherwise would he not have died.) Was not the door essential, oth-
erwise how could he enter. Again, if he had not entered at the com-
mand of God would faith alone save Lim ; also the Lord shuting him
in was equally essential. Noah was also saved by water, so the scrip-
ture says, 1 Peter 8: 20. The very wind that assuaged the water was
essential to his salvation, But the salvation of Noah from first to last -
was wholly of God, and wholly of grace.

In the common affairs of life, men could never be deceived in this |
manner. The bluntest farmer in the country cannot be persuaded,
that he could faise a.crop hy faith alohé, no, nor a single ear of corn, |
neither is there.a méchanic in our country, that ceuld be made to be~

ooV
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lieve that he could make a mill, or a time piece, by faith alone. Truly
the children of this world are in their own generation wiser than the
children of light.

The reader is respectfully requested to examine the above and eom-
pare it with scripture; then receive or reject as it agrees with thag
divine standard. Jayes S:nrans.

River John, N. 8., May 19th, 1856.

PRAYERS, NOT WORDS MERELY.

Prayers should not be long in public or in the family. In private
you are at liberty, but not in public. Others are concerned as well as
you. Study their capacities and dispositions. /e them to the Sa-
viour. Repel them not by your discursiveness. Mock not God by
drawing nigh to Him with your lips. Consider what you and they
need. Go upon your knees, and, as briefly as possible, make known
your desires—the desires of your very heart. And when you have
done this, rise instantly, for “ much speaking,” after it has ceased to
come from the heart, is a direct insult to the Almighty. Here aretwo
things very differcnt—bending the knee, and making known the wants
we feel ; and bending the knee, and considering how we shall make a
prayer. An answer to the former will arrive at the proper time, but
the latter will draw down vengeance, if merey interpose not !

Reader, be aware of listless, heartless, discursive, theological prayers.
More infidels are, perhaps, made at the ¢ family altar,” and in “the
house of prayer,” than in all the infidel lecture-rooms in the kingdom!
Parents and masters, lct your devotions be instinct with life, love, vari-
cty, and carnestness, if you would not be charged with the infidelity,
ruin, and eternal damnation of your children and servants! ‘'I'remble
under a sense of your responsibility, and under the constraining influ-
ence of the love and example of Christ ; pray differently from this very
hour! ¢ Pray without ceasing” in private, if you would pray without
sinning in the family or in public.— British Messenger.

LOST—WANTED—FOUND.

1. Lost—By the churches generally, much of that zeal for God and
his laws which .characterized the ancient Disciples. And, also, their
first love, and assurance of faith, that heavenly-mindedness, possessed
alone by those who are in guest of honor, immortality, and eternal life.
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| The articles were first missed soon after neglect of family prayer ;
and were doubtless lost in the path of disobedience, as the owners were
running tilt and main after a God-forgetting world.

9. Waxter—TIn the churches generally, men and women who will

. keep their covenanted vow, made to the Lord when they ¢ put him on ;”
and will wateh over cach other in love, and admonish each other, and
be diligent in every good work. Further, is wanted, a good conscience
for 2 number of church people, who have spoken evil of one another,
neglected the stated duties of the Lord’s house, cheated their neighbors,
and done many other things too numerous to be mentioned, thereby
defiling their old conscicnee.

3. Forxe—On the highway to death, a package containing a ball of
selfishness, so hard that it cannot be broken or melted by any human
means. A list of objections to the gospel of Jesus. A large amount of
prejudice against truth and holiness, and a vessel of self and self-coneeit,
which, being broken, has stained the other articles in the package.
The finder has deposited the articles in  his heart, and unless the same
is claimed by the owner, the devil, they will eventually become his by
limitation of law.

J. A. B.

PRESIDENT FANNING LOOKING WITHOUT SPECTACLES.

Reader! the following two sentences are worthy of profound reflection.
They are from the pen of brothes T'. Fanning, of Franklin College :—

« As matters of worldly wisdom, an Endowed Orphan School, an En-
dowed College, and an Endowed establishment to educate preachers may
promise much, but we doubt if the Churches regulated by the Gospel,
are not the best Orphan Schools, and by far the best Schools for edu-
cating preachers. Yet, we are willing to see what improvement the
brethren can make.”

{5 As the memory relieves the mind in her vacant moments, and
| fin up the chasms of thought with ideas of what is past, we have other

faculties that agitate and employ her upon what'is to come. These
1 are the passions of hope and fear. ' '
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TRAVELS AND LABORS.

NUMBER FIVE.

After arriving at-home from the westward tour, a week was spent at
my own domestic cirele, and then I preceeded to fill some appointments
castward. The first was at the Union Stone School House in Sophias-
burg, County of Prince Edward, not many miles from the new residence
of Mr. Roaf, Jate the Pastor of the Congregational church in Toronto,
Mr. Roaf preaches regularly in the afulu.ud Stone School Touse s and
T made it one of my dutics to attend and hear him in the forenoon
previously to delivering & lecture in the afternoon of the same Lord's
day. The discourse in the former portion of the day was got up clo-
quently and orthodoxy, in the usual significance of these terms: and
concerning the effort in the after part of the day, which was intended
to lead to some marked reflections upon the religion of Christ, it is not
expedient for me to speak particularly.

The next evening, the last Monday evening in March, T was at the
Woest Lake, and spoke an hour to a friendly congregation, and then
parted with the audicnce apparently on pleasant terms, making my
way to Brighton the nest day at cventide, as our old English anees-
tors are wont to say.

Only a short halt at home, sweet home.  The second week of April | |
saw me across Ontzrio’s waters, among friends and brethren in the |
State of New York. Nearly three weeks were occupicd variously with i
private and public intercsts on that side of the Lake, during whick
time I called at Cato, Brewerton, Tully, and Pompey, remaining long
enough at cach of these points to speak to the people publicly. T was
pleased and refreshed to meet with’ brethren such as Cook, Benton, ’
Petty, Evercts, Rockwell, Walkup, Stevens, Wilson, White, Winegar,
Fancher, Shew, Crandall, Nearing, Nobles, Wells, Smith, Knapp, Vail
Cavan, Chase, and others whom memory and affection will retain until
the one is no more nceded and the other is perfected.

It was my design when ih New York to sce the friends in Butler, in
Tyre, in Waterloo, in Auburn, and in some sections not named; bub
cvery man of sound sense and even some who have scarcely any sense
can readily understand that it is one thing to purpose and another thing
to exceute. I caleulated upon meeting and greeting 2 multitude of

othet brethten south of Ontario, but the time, it appears, had not yeb
come. May gifts brid blessings in unceasmg abundanee be meted out
by the Lord to his own people! .o D..0...

.



THE CHRIBTIAN BANNER. 191

ALEXANDER CAMPBELL ON THE OCEAN.,

Fromthe Christian Age.

Circumstances try the man, and opportunities enable them to devel-
op what is in him. Duny persons have considered brother Campbell
as mercly @ learned man professing religion, whose rational nature
assented to its cvidences, but who has always been deficient in the
bursts and breaking up of a deeply affceted emotional nature.  Of this
latter development not much can be said while 2 man remains on carth
and very little can be tolerated by suciety from the man himself. It
is un vutrage on modesty to hear a man telling how intensely he feels
this, that, and the other. In this way, «s Solomon says, ¢ Every man
proclaims his own goodness.” It isthe most sickening form in which
the cant of the times can be served up.

Glaneing lately over my buok of netes of our tour to Great DBritain
and Ircland in 1847, I was struck with the narrative of several matters
which T considered might be interesting to the readers of the .1ge, and

" our papers generally, if they thought it worth the ccpying. I shall
give the notes us they were written on the occan, “verbatim et libera-

iim,” 50 that it will appear nothing is now set down for effect.
FIRST LORD’S DAY AT SEA.

« All serene and beautifyl the morning dawned upon us, and after a
good ablution in the waters of the ocean, we peered upon deck and
found o fair wind and a steady sea.  How beautifully sublime is the
sea. Always grand; in calms, majestic; in the stiff breeze, awful ;
and in the raging storm, terrific. On this lovely morning about ten
o'clock our good captain invited brother Campbell to preach, and called
all that wished to hear him into the cabin. It was an imposing sight.
There stood the veteran of many hard fought fields, now for the first
time about to speak to men on the bosom of the great Atlantic! We
sang an appropriate Psalm, and after prayer brother Cumpbell preached
an excellent discourse from 1 Cor. xv. 1—11.  All were greatly pleas-
cd and benofitted.  We concluded by a hymn and prayer. The captain
remarked to me,  That man understands his business well,” which
struck me as being very appropriate, and as evinging the sound sense of
that class of men who follow the sea for a livelihood. My mind was
touched with tenderness while I thought of those happy spirits in Vir-
ginia, and in the world who worship God on this hallowed day. May .
the. hord: bmile upon our mission and bless it to both saints and sinners.
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« Nonday Morning, May 10th.—Arose rofreshed and avell, after a
good night’s rest, and found the ¢ Siddons” bowing politely to the
waves, but almost entirely still. She constantly keeps her prow, how-
ever, towards the rising sun.  On the night of yesterday brother Camp-
bell and I retived after supper into our state-room, and had some pri-
vate conversation on our mission. Brother C, sugzested that, as in the ‘
providence of God we had been called to this work, it would be neces-
sary for us to commune together about the most successful mode of
prosecuting it. And afier an interchange of views on the plan of oper-
ations, we agreed to malke it a constant subject of prayer; and that we
commend oursclves daily to the Lord, praying him to impress our own
hearts with the importance of the work to be done ; calling upon him |
for his guidance and protection, so that in all our labours God may be
glorified, the saints comforted an edified, and poor sinners turned from
the error of their ways. Brother C. then laid the matter before the
throre of grace in a very impressive manner, and we felt the sweet in.
fluence of the good spirit of cur God. Oh, that the traducers of this
Reformation, and the revilers of this good man could have felt what we
enjoyed upon the broad bosom of the mighty waters !”

Trom the Christian Union.

OPEN AND CLOSE COMMUNION.

QUERY TO J. S. LAMAR.

After carefully reading the first three numbers of the ¢ Caristiax
Ux~iox,” Tam convineed that there is very little difference between
your views and those entertained by the majority of Baptists. I think
we should all strive, instead of widening the breach, to close it, and if

" possible, to become one.  We arc apt to imagine that we are further
apart than we really are. Tor one, I am in favor of attempting to
remove the obstructions which hinder our union ; and will, therefore,
state to you some points of difference, upon which I desire your opinion.
‘We understand you to believe in open communion ; and, with the views
you hold upon baptism, Iam frank to tell you, that I think thisis in-
consistent.  Will you confer a favor upon me and others, by giving us
your position on this subject, with the reasons for it, in your next issue!
With Christian regards,

- Y am yours in the Lord,

. « Baprisr, -

—
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Answer—We regard it as very unfortunate that the subject upon
which our brother Baptist writes with so much frankness and kindness
should ever have been mooted.  The terms open and close communion
aro unknowa to the seriptures. They therefore indicate a state of
things which did not exist in the first or Apostolic Chureh. We deem
it modest, to say the least, not to dogmatize upon a question which,
from the nature of the case, cannot be dircetly answered by the serip-
tures. To meet the difficultics of the case, we simply ignore the whole
question, in its controversial aspects; we take sides with no one. If it
is required that we define our position in the consccrated terminology of
sectarianism, we say that in a certain semse, we believe in both open
and close communion 3 but in the scnse appropriated to these terms, we
believe in neither. We belicve the communion table is ¢ open’ to all
real Christians, of every age, sex, color and ns ac—but that it is closed
against all others, We do not invite moralists, nor even those who
merely “repent of their sins,” as others do; and they may, therefore,

say that we believe in close communion. We simply invite all Chris-
tians to partake, and when any one comes forward and puts forth his
hand to receive the solemn momentoes of his Lord’s flesh and blood, we
do not draw them back and say—* Stop, sir, have you been baptized ?
have you repented? have you received the Holy Spirit?” But we say
as Paul directed— Let every man examine himself and so let him
cat.” These are questions for him. Christ said to his disciples,—
“Kat ye all of it—dvink ye all of it ;”—so say we. Christ invites
a11. his disciples, we can do noTess. Tf there is a Judas among them,
he does not injure us.  If our Master would dip his hand in the dish
with him, let us fot be over scrupulous, especially as he tells us to
judge not. If such an one presents himself and cats and drinks unwor-
thily, we thank the Lord that we are not responsible for it—but that
he ¢ eats and drinks condemnation to himself.” We do not invite
such & man ; he comes when Christians  are invited ; he comes of his
own accord : we do not know his heart, and if we err it is on the side
of charity.

The Apostle toaches us that it is the communion of the body and
blood of Christ. It cannot be such, unlessit is partaken of by the
proper persons, in the proper spirit. Aund now we beg our Baptist

brother, and all others, to notice this remark—it is an idea we have -

never scen advanced by any one, viz : that unless the emblems are ta-

4
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ken, by the proper persons, i faith, discerning the Lerd'’s body and
blood it is not communion. Tor instance—A. cats the leaf, and grate-
fally remembers that body broken for him—he drinks the cup and his
heart is stirred with j Joy ful cmotivns, in thinking of the blond shed for
the remission of his sins 3 he raises his heart and voice to Heaven, and
communes with his living Saviour. All is gratitude and joy in the
present, and faith and joy in the future. B. goes through the same
formality, but Lis heart is on his furm or his merchandize. e lhas
been washed from his sins in that bleod ; he has never realized that bis
iniquity was laid upon that “crucificd one,”—and heree, he has no
fecling of gratitude ; no cmotion of love; 20 communion with Christ,
Need we ask, does B, commune with .. 2 If he doos, the supper is
a mere cerewponial—all outward, all body and no spirit.  'This by no
means meets our views of the case.

The same is true with respect to praising and praying. We com-
mune in this way as well as in partaking of the Lord’s supper.  A. sits
and offers & song of praise to the King Imortal ; his heavs is in it

he feels what he says; hesings with the spirit and with the understand- |
ing also. B. sits by him and utters the swme words, but with no heart

no spirit, no understanding. Do they commune? C. sings like A,
and their spirits are in wnison 3 they are in commumion; hut 1., we
think, is lefs out. Lhus we act consistently.  We.do not go out inte
the world and employ sinners to do our singing for ws  Ii is a part of
our own worship—our soczal worship, our communion, If we canvot
make the meludy in our learts, to the Lord, we think it poor worship
whigh we offer by proxy—a pruxy, too, of worldlysminded men and
women. But when such enguge with us In singing, can they be said
to commune with us? Certainly not.” :

‘We think, therefore, that our brother will see that, if we are incon-
sistent in communing at the Lord’s table with those who have not becn
immersed, he is equally so, in communing with them in everything clse
but the supper.

We never -invite Baptists, Mcthodists, Prc&b tcrnns or Tpiscopali~
ans 0 eat with us ; we invite Christians—all ("hn\tmm If a Baptist,
Method st, or Preshyterian presents himself, hc ccmcg as Y Chnctmn,

RN (“ o
ﬂi‘;’ Tlme, with all its celerity, moves slow&y on todnm whose whole
employment'is to watoh its flight.. wwenind T e lg '
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EVIDENCE—LOGIC: {L AND SPIRITUAL.

The Christian religion is not dependent on any one kind of evidenee,
or any single cluss of arguments for the cstablishment of 1ts truth. Yet,
though many methods of prouf arc. at the service of a Christian for the
defence of Lis faith, all are not cqually sutisfactory to every individual,
or to the same individual at different thnes. .

It is always desirable to Lring to the proof of any proposition its most
direct and natural evidende, but this is not always practicalor efficient.
[t can, for instgnee, be arwertained to a certainty, that the distance to
the sun is ncurly ninety-five millions ‘of miles. The proper proof is the
ffeomelrical demonstration, Lut to a man deficient in mathematical
knowledge this proof cannot be understoud, yet upon the testimony of
scientific men in whom he has confidence, or from his observation thab
transits and eclipses of the heavenly bodies are caleulated with the ut~
most precision lonz before they oceur, or other considerations, he very
properly lelieves that astronomical distances are measwable.  Here the
inferior proof has the superior foree.

If this is true in a single proposition of an exact seience, much more

i it true in relation to Christianity, which izcludes many propusitions,
and has an infinity of aspects and relutions.  Various men approaching
it from different argles, and having different points of sight, are not
cqually affected by its claims.  Tu great kindness has it been arranged
that the evidences of the truth of the govpel are graded to meet our
varie] eapacities and incapacitics 3 and the want in us of sufficient moral
purity, or spiritual clevation, to apprehend the highest proof, dves not
operate as a bar to all cenviction, for there are cunsiderations to meet
us on & lowcr plane.  One man is influenced by historical proof, anoth-
er by miracles or propliecics, and a third accepts at once and finaily,
the demeonstration mentioned by Christ in Jobn 7: 17.

Oue man requires a logical argument with all its terms nicely adjus-
ted, he bulds his faith upon syHogisms, and prepares himself to give a
reason, or forty of them, why he believes. Another man with aun in-
teleet less hardy, but with a finer and more impressible moral nature,.
aceepts Christianity, not upon its being demonstrated, but upon its
bemg expiained to him. .

There are persons so simple, child- hkc, a.nd tr'msparent, that they
are illuminated by the lizht that beams from the Sayiour, the instant
they come within its sphere. There are others on whom the light and
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love of Christ, fall with as little effect as if they were encased in hard-
encd and opague shells. Of that class of evidences accepted and satis-
factory, only to a cold and stubborn intelleet, and that must be digested
into a serics of formal propositions ; and of that other class that appeals
to, and is aceepted by a truthful and trusting heart, the latter we think
the more consolatory and sure. < And hereby do we know that we
Lnow him, if we keep his commandments.”

He with whom Christianity is not a mere jnvestigation of doctrines,
not mercly a ceaseless controversy, but a vital and personal acceptance
of the truth as it is in Jesus, nceds no intricate and thultiplied argu-
ments to support his faith. e muy be a man of simple understanding,
be may not be able to state in set terms the grounds of his conviction,
you may puzzle him with cavils and ohjections, but you cannot disturb
his faith. Xe las watked with Christ—he has sat at Lis feet. The
culmination of all demonstrations is the gift of the Holy &pirit.—Ex-

change Paper.
i

(7% If thou art rich, then show the greatnoess of thy fortune ; or what
is better, the greatness of thy soul, in the meekness of thy conversation .
condescend to men of low estate, support the” distressed, and patronize
the neglected. Be great ; but let it be in considering riches as they,
are, ag talents committed to an carthly vessel. That thou art but the
receiver; and that to be obliged and to be vain too, is but the old sole-
cism of pride and beggary, which, though they often ncet, yet ever
make but an absurd sccicty.—Sternc. ‘

;—— ————

g% A newspaper is the history of thc world for one day. Itis tho
history of that world in which we now live, and with it we are conser
quently more concerned than with those which have pas<ed away, ant
exist only in remembrance ; though to check us in our too fond love o.
it, we mey consider, that the present, likewise, will soon be past, anc
take its place in the repositories of the dead.—Bishop Iforne.

{5~ Writers who correspond shall not be neglected, nay, nor slight”é(;
Let all friends who can handle the pen communicats freely, and evé’f.
one will be heard in his turn, iz

: D. G
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