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EDITORIAL.

VANCOUVER’S YUKON

OPPORTUNITIES.

1t is already quite clear that as a natural result of

Vancouver’s all-world direct connections, by means

- of the C. P. R. and its associated rail and steamship
- services, our Terminal City must next spring and

summer become the point of departure par excellence

0 too in a host of instances the place of outfitting

for Yukon gold scekers and other far northern trav-

- ellers,

* Not only is it now certain that the Canadian
Pacific Railway will about March next put on the
Vancouver-Stickine route two excellent steamships,
tecently bought from the noted Union Steamship
Company of Iondon and South Africa, but it isalso
stated on good authority that Mr. Lipton, the fa-
mous millionaire provision dealer of the United

" Kingdom, will also next spring place on the route
between Vaucouver, Victoria and the Stickine River
two fine ex-Cunarders, the steamships Scythia and
Bothnia, cach of more than 4,000 tons register.
Other vessels, British and American, will make for
the far north either from or via Vancouver, and
there will clearly be no lack of steamship accommo-
«dation for travellers who will doubtless, despite all
warnings, make for the frozen Yukon coast next
year, via the Terminal City, in tens of thousands.
- Itisalso certain that good wagon-road staging
.will in spring be provided for such part of the fa-
;vored Vancouver-Yukon route as lies between Tele-

»

B

graph Creck or Glenora and Teslin Lake, with
connecting steamboat services plying beyond; whilst
it is now known that ere carly summer, perhaps
even before, the great Canadian railroad will be
runing a cegular train service from the Stickine
River to Teslin Lake,

We learn too, on apparently good authority, that
Mr. Lipton will shortly open a large provision sup-
ply store in Vancouver, with a view to cater specially
for the food requirements of the Yukon inrush.  Ii
s0, his venture,backed by exceptinoally big resources
in energy and capital, will add largely to the poten-
tialities of Vancouver as an outfitting point, whilst
there should, notwithstanding his entry upon part
of the trade, be ample Yukon provisioning demanded
** to go the round *” and give all present capable local
outfitters a chance, with others no doubt to boot.

In another respect, however, a great need of
Vancouver in its expected Yukon connection remains
to be supplied, as doubtless it will be er» the big
rush begins, it being very clear that the boord-
ing and residential accommodation of the city is,
like that also of Victoria, inadeyuate to meet the
coming influx. In Victoria it would appear that
more preparations to meet, by further house accom-
modation, the spring demand for board and lodging
are about to be made to a larger extent than in Van-
couver, but there are signs that our own city is
awakening to the need of further cfforts in this di-
rection, as to which, if it be possible soon to sub-
stitute for several fourth-rate saloons two or three
respectable and well managed travellers® hotels, by
means it may be of license transfers arrawged on
equitable terms, the general local community will
prove a genuine gainer.

We have hitherto strongly deprecated a largely
unfounded Yukon boom and sce no reason to change
our views in this respect. It is, however, impossible
not to recognise that a big volume of travel will
depart for the Yukon within the next three or four
months via Vancouver however loud and persistent
our and others’ warnings. Hence the necessity
of an carly provision of far morc ample board and
Jodging accommodation for travellers than is at
present available within Vancouver’s limits.

The close and careful attention of the licensing
board, the city council and the board of trade might

T T oI,
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well now he directed o this, amongst other circum-
stanees of the Yukon invush, It is far more impor-
tant than the music hall, on providing which the

thoughts of several at least of Vancouver’s leading |

commercial men and Board of "rade members seem
for the nonce to be largely concentrated.

INPERFECT ADVICE.

T'he British Columbia Review, of London, Ing.,
savs, inan answer to a correspondent: ' Both Vie-
toria ad Vancouver have a Board of T'rade, who
are endeavoring to capture the bulk of the Klon-
dike outfiting trade, but prices on the Pacific coast
are not as low as in Kastern cities.””  This would
seem to suggest the greater advisability of Yukon
outfitting in Eastern Canada—certainly mistaken
counsel—for when the cost and trouble of convey-
ing freight west are considered, so, too, the fact
that Eastern ontfitters have no such special experi-
ence in packing and putting up perishable wares
for far northern prospecting, as have the traders of
this coast. The balance of advantage assuredly lies
with British Columbia points as centers of outfit-
ting.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Mr, William Ogilvie, the noted Yukon survey -
or, seems to be growing more couservative in his
estimate of the inmediate possibilities of the Yukon,
if, as stated, he has recently  publicly  declared ac
Ottawa. that if 100,000 people make next spring
for the Klondike, 835,000 will be disappointed.  His
Victoria lecture scems o imply a belief that the
Yukon would find scope for 200,000 However the
context of Mr. Ogilvie's remarks thereanent gave
perhaps an opening to harmonise, in large part, his
former and more recent opinions, as in a portion of
the Victoria lecture he spoke of the possible getting
of $100.000,000 of Yukon gold in the conrse of ten
yvears and he very likely meant to suggest that in
the same period 200,000 people might be em-
ployed in mining it and in providing for the various
wants of a gold mining community.  And as few
voluntarily remain more than a year or two in the
inclement Yukon, it might well take nearly 200,000
people to get it out—including of course the usual
number of ** returned empties.”’

Licut.-Col. Domville, M. P.. it scems—not being
desirous of losing his seat and parliamentary salary
-—isintending to live in New Brunswick, attend long
parliamentary sesstons, visit the Klondike, and gen-
erally supervise mining and trading operations, cer-
tainly in the Yukon, perhaps also in West Koote-
nay.  Altogether too large an order even for the
gallant Colonel, who is evidently a ** bit of a plural-
ist.”” Cecil Rhodes himself couldn’t simultaneously
command a militia regiment, attend parlianment and
live at distances of ncarly 3,000 and 6,000 miles,
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respectively, from centers at which he would oe re
quired to supervise the management of operations
involving many thousands of pounds of Lngliay
capital, proposed to be expended on exceptionally
difficult and hazardous mining, transport and 1.
ing operations.

New Westminster should this spring find profia
ble opportunity in temporarily accommodating the
travel overflow, which, making northward i
Vancouver, will fail to find complete provision
the ‘Terminal City.  ‘T'hen, too, there will in many
cases be families of Yukon gold scekers needing
residential accommodation on this Coast, and some
of these New Westminster with its usually low
rentals and cheap living facilities, should assuredly
rattact, if the people of the Royal City will only
make known their adyvantages.  Their city lies
sufficiently near to Yancouver and there should by
ample opportenity for both places in catering for
the Yukon travelers.

At least one mining recorder declares hims:i 1o
be largely interested in the ownership and manage-
nient of mine properties in his own district. per-
haps, however, acquired before his assumption of
office.  Obviously, if afterwards, suchean official is
permitted to engage largely in mining speculations
in the territory over which he has registration pow-
ers, the way is open to the perpetration of gross
abuses.  ‘There are many official positions, whichin
return for cither salaries or honors conferred neces
sarily limit private opportunities, and a mining re-
cordership should surely be out of these.

It is rather hard on Mr. S. Hunter, M. P.P.,
that the story of the Chinamen’s requisition asking
hlm to stand for Carthoo at the next election should
be taken seriously. ‘The Chinese are non-voters,
and don't usually sign *‘ round robins’’ in English.
However, the story is a penalty which Mr. Hunter
has of necessity to pay for his persistent advocacy
of Chinese cheap labor, which would assuredly in
any case cost him the loss of most of the white
labor vote of Cariboo were he there to stand at the
next clection,

ANOTHER YUKON ¢« FAKE™ PROPOSAL.

An enterprising New Yorker lopes, it is said, by
the aid of British Coltunbian capital to establisha
bicycle tram line between the coast and Dawson
City. The cars would, it is said, run along a single
track built along the top of stumps with an overhead
rail to steady thecar An amusing scheme certainly
and fortunately, if dependent on British Columbia
capitalists, not likely even to make a beginning of
losing investors their money. The Province has far
too litule capital for legitimate venturing and few of
its people are fools enough to go in for a tree-stump
railroad proposition,
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DON'T KNOW TUCH ABOUT IT.

A certain London-Yukon company--the Yukon
Goldfields, Limited—is assuredly in the hands of
men who have much yet to learn about the country
which they are attewmpting to exploit with, consid-
cering the expensive nature of operations there con-
ducted on a considerable scale—the petty called up
capitalization of £6,000. The MiNiNG Crrric
savs that they don't know much about the country,
the fact being self-evident from the remark of Mr.,
A. Fell, who recently presided at the first meeting
of the company, for that gentleman told those pres-
ent that the **first news from Dawson City would
probably be received in England about July next,”
although ** two experienced men some time since
set ome for Dawson City with ten horses, two boats
and fifteen months’ provisions,  If Mr. Fell meant
that the first general news from Dawson will arrive
in Fagland in July, he is evidently unaware that
government arrangements are heing made by which
information will thence reach civilization in general
much carlier. If, however, he means that the men
of the Yukon Goldfieids, Limited, will not ** send
word home'’ before July, he may likely be right,
as it will take them- all their time to get through
before late spring, and they won’t, when they
arrive, accomplish anything very great, pro hono
publico, if they have then but a meager remnant of
aariginal £6,000 on which to draw for claim pur-
chases.  Anything really proven good will by then
have reached a big value, but they may, of course,
Iunt up and secure the materials for ** wild cat”
creations, which are likely enough, all that a com-
pany of this speculative type requires.  *\Wild
cats™* are, of course, good enough for Iinglish
“wull catching,”’ and the flocks of the latter are,
alas! still large. To spuak plainly, the Yukon
Goldficlds, Limited, certainly doesn’t look much of
aconcern in itself, nor does its chairman pat a very
brilliant complexion on it.

OF DOUBTFUL OMEN.

There has just been registered in London, Eng.,
cach in a very small capital of 100, the Detroit
Mine, Limited; the Oldham Mine, Limited; the
Montague Mine, Limited; and the Burlington
Mine, Limited, each dealing with a different claim
stuate in the Illicilliwaet River and Downie Creek
district and  evidently ** bought for a song.”” These
registrations almost certainly imply the carly stages
of processes by which the claims in question will be
submitted to a confiding British public on terms
involving big promotion profits. ‘There is no other

the Umted (‘old ‘\Ixncs of British Columbia, Lim-
ited, whiclr, witlta capital of 100, equal to say
$485, proposes to ““carry on business in manner
suggested by the title.”  The interesting query
here suggests itself: How many British Columbia
gold mines for f100. ‘Fhe MINING CrirTic is, of
course, aware that specious explanations may be
given for the small capitalizations of these under-
takings, but sooner or later there will assuredly he
disclosed somewhere about them or their offspring,
the ““cloven hoof ' of a promoter of a doubtful
type. -

A CHANGE OF LAW NEEDZD

Mr. White, M. I, of Fort Steele, says, according
to the Wardner International: ** Another unfor-
tunate condition is the mining regulations of this
Province that permit a man to stake untold
numbers of claims and hold them for a year without
work. Take, for instance, the Perry Creek Dis.
trict.  Everything is staked out there, and it will
be a year before the claims are invalidated by fail-
ure to do assessment work.  This will prevent men
going in there next scason who will be ready to

. stake a claim that gave promise and investigate its

meritswhy legitimate work, The law should be
changed in this respect. It would be far better if
a prospector was compelied to do a certain amount
of work Dbefore he could record a cliim  This
would make cacht claim a legitimate one.””

Mr. White's opinion coincides with that of Mr.
W. A. Carlyle, the Provincial Mineralogist, the
weight of whose official authority should tend next
session to induce the needed Provincial legislation.
The same trouble that afflicts Perry Creek injures a
score of other good districts.

NEW USE FOR RETIRED GOVERNORS.

Sir Charles Tupper is wise in his day and gener-
ation as a company promoter, and, therefore, knows
that at presemt and for the time being it is a good
thing to place on the board of a Western Canadian

t or Klondike company, appealing to the British pub-
! fie, a retiring lieutenant-governor of any Camnadian

Province. Hetnce largely, no doubt, the addition
of Ex-Licutenant-Governor Dewdney to the direct-
ing strength of the Klondike Miniug, Trading &
Transport Company, Limited, of which Sir Charles
Tupper is the leading spirit. The Hon. Mr. Dewd-
ney is not, however—to do him justice—to be a
merely ornamental aide, for Sir Charles states that
Mr. Dewdney will, despite his years, lead the first
party that goes to the Klondike on behalf of the

adequate explanation for the small capitalization of | company with which he has now associated himself.
what may be termed a group of ‘‘chick’ compa- ! Such work, will, however, prove infinitely harder

nies,
like type, recently registered in London, Eug., is

Another even more remarkable company of j than the “ soft snap’’ of Government House, Vic-’
‘t $
oria.
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Current Mining News.
Coptribusions from any part of British Columbia and the
mining districts of a reliable pature will be published fi
these columins, sud we reguest that mininge men write s
about the progress of the mines of thele distriet. We desire
to publish all mining news,

A TEXADA ISLAND SALE.

The Roven Mine., on Texada Istand, which is
already making a large weekly output, is reported
as sold for $1o0,000 to J. Ho Adams, of Rossland,
that gentleman haying taken up his bond.

A l;l(i ROSSLAND SALE.

——

I'hie No. 1, an undeveloped Rosstand  property,
near the War Bagle and Josie mines, is reported
sold to an English syndicate for $200,000, of which
$50,000 are to be paid down. A big price for what
is but a very promising prospect with some little
surface working thercon.

A NEW ISLAND CAMP.

Promising copper-gold deposits, containing also
some silver, are reported from Mt Sicker, near
Sontenos and Duncan’s, Vancouver Island. It is
stated that the Provincial Mineralogist is favora-
bly impressed by first observatlons made on the
spot, and thinks the district well worth closer
investigation and preliminary development.  Iarly
assays of samples from the district are stated to
sliow nineteen per cent. copper plus about $t1o a
ton in gold and silver

BAD FOR DONALD.

The little ralway town and mining center of
Donald is likely svon to be reduced  temporarily to
very small proportions by the transfer of its machine
shops to Revelstoke, which will become a new divi-
sional point.  Field will become a minor divisional
point, further sheds wnd stables being there built for
the big mountain engines which will there be
changed. Donald’s future will in the event of these
C. P. R. changes depend mainly on local mining
development, of which it is not without promise.

NEW OMINECA PLACERS.

Mr. J. D. Wells reports that he and associates
are interestéd in valuable gold gravel deposits in
Tom Creck, a Skeena River tributary and district
about 125 miles from Hazclion, A man on his
placers can, he says, get out about $20 in gold per
day, and there are also, he believes, good placer
opportunitics on Nation and other crecks in the
same district of the Omineca, which he believes
destined in the early " future to become the scene of
busy placer and hydraulic gruvel working with
probably some placer mining in addition,

VANCGUVER ISLAND [1INING.

Mr. Leslie Jones, avho has been for cight months
engaged in the west coast mining belt of Vancouver
Island, states, as regards that district, that all he
way from Sidney Arm to Hesquoit, a distance of
six miles, is staked out.  Mr, Jones is associated
with Messrs, Morris and C, E. Cooper, of Victoria,
in the ownership of a number of claims an Bear
River, bhesides six at Hesquoit and three more,
which are a continuation of the Jones and Kineaid
group ont Sidney Arm. On the Jounes and Kiucaid
properties on Sidney Arm 11 men are at work
They have put up a blacksmith shop and cabins,
and are now driving in a tunuel on the mine where
the lead shows go feet wide. On the Grey Mare
mine on Bear River, owned by Mr. Joues and hix
partiers, a tunnel 50 feet long has been run in ore
with high assay results in gold and copper. The
ore is erubescite and copper pyrites, as indeed is
most of the ore in the district.  Mr. Jones, too, in-
tends to put in a tunnel on the Satanita, another
claim of his on Bear River, in the spring. A good
deal; of interest is being taken in the West Coast
mines, as witness the bonding not long ago of two
groups of claims on Bear River owned by Mr. Chris,
Frank and Mr. Jacobson for $30,000 and $235.000,
respectively.,  The lead on the Black Cap, which
shipped a ton of ore by the Tees on her last trip, is
three feet wide and assays $67 a ton.

ACETYLENE dOES.

‘I'he Nelson Miner states that Mr. J. ‘1% Richard.
son has introduced the automatic acetylene gas
process in Nelson and the light may be seen at
Vanstone's drug store.  ‘The gas is generated from
carbide and water and gives a clear white light equal
to about 3u candle power, and is produced at a min-
imum of cost. It is said to be thoroughly <afe and
very easily attended. The carbide is made from
lime and coke, fused by electricity.

This is probably the first introduction of the
brilliant new illuminant into British Columbia If
half what is claimed for it proves true, acetylene
gas may yvet beconie a formidable rival of coal gas’
as an illuminant,

TEXADA SHIPMENTS TO SWANSEA.

Two shipmeuts of Texada Island ore from the
Blewett properties have lately been made to the
Vivian Company smelters at Swansea, South Wales.
Four hundred tons in all were shipped.

It is stated that better prices are realicable on
copper shipments sent to Swansea than on like con-
signments to American smelters, and haped th.al,
at any rate, until there shall be copper smelting
facilities on Burrard Inlet, or at some convement
coast point, coast and gulf island shipments to
Swansea will soon be made regularly on a consider-
able and steadily increasing scale.



RELATION OF LODES AND PLACERS.

It happens somctimes that placers are found
where there are 1o lodes, and vice versa.  And re-
carding this matter a recent mining authority savs
we hear it now frequently with reference to the new
deposits of the Yukon. In this case it is almost
entirely a matter of surmise. hecause there has not
been vet auy general exploration ol lodes there,
attention having heen concentrated naturally upon
the casily worked placers, and prospecting in the
hills being difficult for various reasons.  T'here may
be workable veins of gold quartz above the placers
and there may not,  ‘There are vague reports as to
the existence of some, but it daes not follow neces-
sarily, cither in the Yukon or elsewhere, that where
there are placers there are workable lodes.

A placer deposit of gold or tin is a natural con-
centrator of ntineral that existed in solid rock. The
crosion of wind and water acting through immeas-
urable time has worn down the carth’s surface in
wany places to a marvellous extent.  In this kind
of disintegeation stable minerals like gold and cas-
siterite, which are of wmuch greater specific gravity
than their original matrix, were concentrated in
water conrses, just vs they are now coucentrated by
men in sluiceing,  But uature has concentrated
willions and millions of tons of material where man
has to concentrate comparatively few,

‘I'he discovery of such a natural concentration. in
alluvial deposits, does not, however, imply that its
source will be found, or if found, that it will be
workable, because the original lode may have been
croded entirely, and therefore no longer in exist-
ence: the placer gold or tin may have come from a
dissemination in a great mass of rock which it would
never pay to mine, or from innumecrable veinlets
which were never exploitable; or the auriferous de-
bris may have been carried far from its original
source hy glacial action, so that no connection be-
tween placer and lode can be established. It is not
1o he inferred from these suggestions, however,
that there are not cases where placers have led
dircetly to mother lodes, Numerous instances can
he cited where they have done so, and vice versa.
The conclusion is simply that no general rule can
be laid down, and the existence of rich placers does
not in itself imply the existence of rich, or even
workable veins,

The placers of Breckenridge, Col., were discov-
ered at the time of the Pike’s Peak excitement
(1859) aud have been worked more or less ever
since, producing a good many millions of gold.
Their origin from lodes near by can be traced with
reasonable certainty, and some of these lodes have
heen worked profitably, but the production of the
lodes has not yet been a tithe of that of the placers.
The same may be said of Alder and Last Chauce
gulches in Montana.—Western Mining World.
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OF MUINES,

A CANADIAN CHATBER

A mecting was held in Loudon, ugland, last
month, with the objeet of establishing a Canadian
Chamber of Mines.  Amongst those present were
the Hon. Forbes G. Vernon, Agent-General for British
Columbia :  Mrv. J. Howard, Agent-General for
Nova Scotia ¢ Mr. William Thompson, C.13.: Mr.
Byron Jahnstone, Chairman of the British Colum-
bia Development Association : Mr. W. A, Towns-
cud, Manager of the same Company: Mr. F. L.
Harmon, Dircctor  of the Klondike Mining
Transport and Trading Company ;  Mr. Robertson,
Director of the Quesnelle Gold River Company ;
Col. J. Harris, Chairman of the proposed Chartered
Hudson’s Bay and Pacific Railway Company ; Mr.
F. A. Gillam, of the British Columbin Agency,
and others, Letters of approval were received from
Mr, J. H. Lukech, Genceral Manager of the British
Columbia Exploration, Limited: Colonel Cradock
Hartopp, Mr. Joln McDonald, Mr. Cecil Hart-
ridge, Major Flood Page, and others,

The Hon. Secretary, Mr. Jerome Dyer, reported
thet the resoluttons framed at the last meeting of
the Committee of the Canadian Chamber of Mines
had been carried out. A representative board was
in process of formation, and steps were being taken
to incorporate the Chamber under license of the
Board of ‘I'rade. ‘The Canadian Government had
been communicated with, as had also the Proviucial

Governments.
It was resolved that the Canadian Chamber

should co-operate with the Australian Chamber of
Mines in regard to the proposed Mining, Metal-
lurgical and Machinery Exhibition, which it is pro-
posed to hold in London in 1899. Mr. Seton Karr,
M. P., was, it was stated, now in Canada, and
would see the governments on the matter; and Mr.
J. Lowles, M. P., and Sir Sotiers Vine were nnow mn
Australia representing the Australasian Chawmber
in interviewing the Australasian Governments re-
garding their support to the Exhibition.

NEW PROVINCIAL RESERVES.

The following are the particulars of the Glenora,
Bennett Lake and Teslin Lake reserves, recently
made by the Provincial Government, on the tardy
setting out of which the Crrric comments eclse-
where: ’

1. A belt of land, five miles in width, extending
back from the shore line of the whole of that por-
tion of Bennett lake which lies within the Province.

2. A belt of land, five miles in width, extending
back from the shore line o. the whole of that por-
tion of Teslin lake which lies within the Province.

3. A belt of land commencing at a point five
miles below Glenora, on the Stickine river; thence
up the said river to a poiut five miles above Tele-
graph creck, and having a width of five miles on
cach side of said river.
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RICH FI‘VDS AT CLAYOQUUT.

Some splendidly rich specimens of copper-gold
ores have lately been brought in from this prowis-
ing district on the west coast of Vaucouver Island,
now in the first stage of prospecting cffort. It
would lience appeuar that there may well be in the
district very valuable mineral deposits indeed.  In
this conection, it may with some pertinence be
asked if it would not be just as well for the capable
Provincial Mineralogist to investigate and report
disinterestedly upon the nierits of new ground, such
as that about (Jayoquot, as an occasional change
from visits of inspection to well beaten “‘older”
mine districts, It is regrettable to note, by the bye,
though for this the Provincial Mineralogist caunot
be held respousible, that promoters of more than
yalf ** fake”’ companies in Inglard are now per-
verting Mr. Carlyle’s general observations in a
district, to cover doubtful cases of outlying
“hoom’* claims in the sane localities.  This proba-
bly is almost unavoidable, unless the Provineial
Mineralogist's reports be confined unduly to gener-
alities.  And even the hest and most correct
specialist observations can be deliberately  strained
and misinterpreted by the uvnserupulous promoter
of the type of which the Qity of London affords a
superabundant stock of examples.  But might not
the Provincial Mineralogist—the MiNinG Crrric
ventures to repeat its query—rather more frequent-
ly take an early look at ‘*new country?”’  Some,
of course, will say *‘ better not,’” else friends of the
Provincial administration will promptly ““ get in®
with the aid of e. ly information and sccure every-
thing in sight worth having. ‘I'his is the only
objection to be adduced and it is regrettable that
there there should even be thought to be scope for
the suggestion, the force of which is largely dve to
Lands and Works Department metlicds under suc-
cessive B.C. ministries.  The case is, however,
much the same in this respect in all new mining
countries, and the result their peoples usually have
to endure from lack of political foresight and failure
to keep an ever watchful eye fixed upen the action
of state departments and their ministerial control-
lers.

GRAND FORKS SHIPPERS.

‘T'he Surprise, on Lone Ranche creek, near Grand
Forks, is about to begin shipping, and, it is hoped,
realize good returns from high-grade ore.  Another
claim, the Copper Bullion, near the Surprise, the
ore of which is stated to assay richly in gold, silver
and lead, will also ship very shortly.,

ANOTHER SLOCAN DIVIDEND.

The Reco Mine Company is about to declare
another dividend of ten cents a share and then dis-
tribute profits to the extent of $100,000.

BRITISH COLUMIHA MINING CRHIC

THE OOLDEN CA ;.HE.

A very condemnatory cable message is stated to
<have been sent recently to London, Eugland, con-
cerning this mine by a person or persons interested
“in bearing'' the stock, and as a result there ap.
peared in the British Columbia Review of that ¢ity
a very savage onslaught upon the Golden Cache
Company and its undertaking. More will be learned
very shortly as a resnlt of further crushings ol the
future possibilities of the property.  Meanwhile <o
far as can be ascertained it would appear that. whils

“there is no reason to doubt the gold-productive

capacity of the undertaking, it is being made clear
that its profitable and systematic working will ca”
for a very cousiderable further outlay of capitai, the
cmployment of very capable men, and the use of
the best modern appliances known to modern free-
milling gold mining.

In reference to a recent application to the count
made by Dr. Carroll, as trustee of a considerable
amouut of treasury stock in the Golden Cache Cer.,
it iy stated on good authority that a paragraph
which appeared in the last issue of the Mining
Record conveys a somewhat mistaken idea of Dr,
Carroll's position in the matter. ‘I'he fact is that
he applied, as we notice, for a directory order of the
court with a view to act by its decision with perfeet
impartiality as regards all interested, as of course
under the circumstances incumbent upon him  "I'he
application was therefore no one-sided request.

THE QUEEN BESS GROUP.

Reports have recently reached London, England,
of remarkably rich developments on this property,
upon the flotation of the company owning which
the MINING CrITIC commented strongly last week.
We would, however, urge a more than average
amonnt of skepticism as to all reports sent to Eng-
land or the coast concerning this group, in view of
the gross misrepresentation and misstatements of the

recent past.
Ouly when there shall be large and continuously

good shipments from the Queen Bess propertics will
the Mining CrrTic place full credence in directoral
statements concerning it. ‘Till then the estimates
and assertions may just as we!l be taken ‘‘cum grano

salis.”

The Mixing Crrric learns on good authority
that a value of $20,000, rather than $220,000, as
stated by the directors, really represented ore “in
sight"* on the Queen Bess properties.

A BIG CONCERN’S BEGINNING.

It is stated that the big enterprise of the West
Kootenay Power and Light Company will begin its
active and productwe existence about ILbl’lllll'\
next, and at that time deliver and distribute clectric
power in vast amount to and among mining and
ather undertakings in and about Rossland.
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BIGUEST YET ON CANADIAN RECORD.
The British Awmerican  Corporation, ILimited,
capitalized in £1.500,000 of which £1,000,000 in
shares are now being offered to the British pablic,
is by far the largest mining, trading and develop-
ment company formed to operate in Canada with
the aid of British capital. It has, morcover. very
strong directors in the Marquis of Dufferin, ex-CGov-
ernor-General of Canada, TLord Loch, an expert
fnancier and  general administrator, Mr. Bdward
Hoare, a member of a famous English banking
family, and Mr. Whittaker Wright, a well-kuown
London financier, in addition to the Hon. C. H.
Mackintosh, Lient.-Gov. of the ‘f'erritories, whose
local knowledge may prove of some service if care-
fully checked at headquarters, though he has cer-
tainly made no very striking success in connection
with tle Territorial administration.

The Corporation is, it is understood, likely to
seeure the West Le Roi and Josie mines, with
the claims of the Algonquin group and prob-
ablv other Rossland interests also, in addition to
town lots at Dawson —these last of  doubtful
permanent value, but probably capable of immedi-
ate exploitation with profit to vendors, and claims
onvarious Klondike creeks. 1t is hinted that
some of the Yukon rights of the Alaska Commercial
Company may also be secured. ‘The Corporation
las the great advantage of exceptionally large capi-
tal and commanding comumnercial influence, but its
administration will call for *the exercise of the
utmost managerial skill aud constantly require the
exercise of the highest powers of discriminating
judgement.  If it buys mainly at boom values,
profits camiot be large.  The Corporation, has
lowever, oue big advantage. Its capital will be
contributed by shareholders, who are as a rule well
satisfied with an average profit return of ten per
cent., which ought to he possible of realization in a
comntry where mining ownership and management,
more largely individualised aud closely concentrated,
has often chances of realising very much larger
dividends than ten per cent.

THE WAVERLEY MINE.

A hundred sacks of ore are about to be rawhided
down the wagon road from this mine in the Albert
Canyon, en route for shipment to the smelter. ‘The
world should accordingly soon begin to know how
much of Mr. Grant Govan’s forecast of the mine’s
production is likely to be realized. If a moderate
part only happens so to be, it will be good enough
for the shareholders, and indeed few if any well-
informed British Columbians expect a total fulfil-
ment, Mr. Grant Govan’s figuring being cver on a
large scale,  Certainly there will be no such very
big shipments from the Waverly before the end of
the year, us he so confidently predicted.

BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

THE COST OF TRAIL CREEK MINING.

There has been much said concerning the cost of
mining in the Trail Creek district, says the Ross-
land Miner.  ‘the following figurcs are obtained
direct from the managers of the mines, and may be
considered reliable.

The first mine from whicha statement was pro-
cured was a Red Mountain property that is being
developed entirely by hand.  Five men are em-
ployed, including the foreman, working two ten-
hour shifts.  The nature of the work in haud is a
cross-cut tunnel, driven through a very hard sye-
nite formation.  “T'he tunnel itsell is 422 by 6%
in size, and is now in over 250 feet. . Working by
hand under the above circumstances, the tunnel is
being driven at the rate of 2 feet per month, or 17
inches per day.  The average cost of this develop-
ment is $t5 a foot, which comyprises 81 3.50 for lubor
and superintendence, and $t. 30 for explosives.

The second example is a fully developed mine on
Red Mountain, which is bein'y worked with power
furnished by its own compressor,  In this case the
cost of sinking a double compartinent shaft, includ-
ing breaking, timbering, explosives and lights,
exclusive ot hoisting, is set at S50 per foot. ‘The
estimated speed, including stations, is set at one
foot per day. The item of hoisting is not included
in this case, as the engineer, besides atteading to
the hoisting plant, also looks after several otler
departments.  In this property the cost of tumnel-
ing is set at $12 per foot, including all expenses of
drilling, tramming explosives and lights. This
item remains about the same whether or not opera-
tions are being carried on in the country rock of
along the vein.  The cost of breaking or delivering
ore is set at §2.50 per ton.  This includes drilling,
lights, tramming, sorting, timbering and delivering
on the cars direct, without use of teams.

.

ROSSLAND SHIPM=NTS.

Pending the provision of further and cheaper
transport aud ore-treatment facilities, Rossland
shipments continue to be very moderate, with the
usttal exception of the Le Roi ountput. ‘e total
of last week was 1,275 tons, to which the Le Roi
contributed 1,080. The Lily May, which recently
joined the local ranks of shippers, furnished a
modest total of 30 tons.

WEST KOOTENAY’S SHIPMENTS

It is estimated that up to the end of the first week
of the present month West Kootenay shipped via
Nelson to Revelstoke ore to a total value of $3,463,-
405. while from the I'rail and Nelson smelters metal
worth 84,146,655 was shipped, making West Koo-
tenay’s total shipments for 1897 up to the date
stated reach the goodly value of $7.610,060.
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THE VIEWS 0[‘ AN INFLUEVTIAL ORGAN.

The London, (¥ng.) Statist, perhiaps the best,

and cerdainly one of the most conservative financial .

issues in England, speaks as followe in o recent
isstte concerning British Columbia and its mining
prospects :

““I'he War Eagle Company, with the ILe Roi,
are the two Rossland mines best known in this
country. ‘I'he former is believed by those on the
spot to be the most developed mine in the camyp,
and to have the largest reserves in sight. ‘T'he
Company proposes to put in its own reduction
works. About 5,760 feet of tunuelling, shaft, cte.,
have been drl\'cn and the vein is now being devel-
oped at the 625-foot level.  Both iu the case of the
War Eagle and of the Le Roi—indeed, we may go
further and say of all the leading companies—ore
gets richer at depth.  ‘Toronto capitalists are un-
derstood to be gradually picking up all the War
Eagle shares they can in a quiet way. ‘The Josie,
thouah considered locally to have fine prospects as

., does not appear to have good management,
and wants more working capital. It is represented
that an English syndicate has made an offer to take
up the property, giving the old sharcholders the
equivalent of five cents in cash per share, forty per
cent. in stock of the new company, and haunding
over S200,000 in casht for development.  ‘The
Monte Cristo is in the hands of Montreal capitalists
who are said to have good faith in the property,
and continue to buy. The Centre Star, adjoining
the Le Roi and War Eagle, is believed to have the
lodes of hoth entering into it.  All the stock is
held by six parties, and there is none in the market.
Here, however, the owners contemplate building
reduction works, not only for their own mine, but
for taking custom work from other mines,  If this
is carried out more capital will have to he issued.
It is asserted that an offer was made by an I‘lq,lis‘h
syudicate of $300,000 for development, and $730,
000 cash to the present holders, for one half the
interest in this mine, and that this offer was refus-
ed.  ‘The mine is capitalised at $300,000 nominal,
so the offer was a high one.  The estimated ore in
sight is 350,000 tons, and the property contains
through its entire length, the main vein of the Le
Roi. This vein on the Le Roi proper is down to
the Goo-foot level. ‘The Centre Star also contains
the lodes of the Iron Mask and Josie, as well as
other veins. Inall, about 4,500 feet of develop-
ment work has been done. ‘The cost of mining,
trausport and treatment at the Trail smelter
amounts to about $14 per ton; but the Canadian
Pacific Railroad promises cheaper transport, and
economies in treatment can be effected if the Com-
pany carries out the crection of a smelter at Robson.
The high cost of coke will be got over when the
Canadian Pacific Crow's Nest Pass section is com-

BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC,
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plctul Lhmp clcctnc power is expected to be
delivered to mines in the T'rail Creek, Nelson and
Slocan districts by the utilization of the falls oy
Kootenay river. English capitalists are very much
in evidence in seeking to secure options on approved
properties ;  but we learn they are making the
mistake of seeking to secure the options without
consideration, and tying up offers for too extended
a period, ‘Those who have good properties to ofier
seek to effect innnediate business.  In the Nelson
district, besides the Hall mines, which are showing
up well, the Fern is spoken of as good.  North of
Nelson, the Ainsworth and Slocan districts,
(chiefly silver lead with a small percentage of gold
and copper) are described as rich from the grass
roots, averaging sixty per cent. lead, leaving silver
as profit. The registered offices of most of the
Rossland mines are at Spokane, about seventy
miles south in the State of Wushington,”’

The Statist article above quoted is on the whole
a generally accurate description of things as they
are, though many will be surprised to note the
exceptionally favorable view taken of the War
Eagle and its development, as compared with the
Le Roi.  Vancouver and other Coast investors
interested in the Fern Mine will, however, be glad
to note that the Statist correspondent regards with
favor the possibilities of that undertaking. The
good word of the Statist counts for much, as it is a
very honest as well as a very cautious financial
adviser of the British investor, aud, therefore,
ready to pounce down upon such semi-fraudulent
flotations as certain of the Klondike development
companies, which men high in position in British
Columbia seem to favor,—the Galena Mine bubble,
the®ucen Bess promotion, and others that might
be named.

COPPER CLAIM SALES ON JERVIS INLET.

Mr. Idward Blewett, tho well-known copper
mine owner of Texada Island, reports as follows
concerning an important recent sale of Jervis Inlet
copper properties, in which he himself is largely in-
terested:

*“Judge Shoup, of Chicago, and. myself lave
bonded the Fitzsimmons group of six claims on
Jervis Inlet. The mines are situated across from
Texada Island. They were located a year ago by
a prospector named Fitzsimmons. The price is
850,000. The money is available for developmem
work on the claims, and a force of nine men has
been ordered to work on the property. The claims
lic on tide water, and the property can be reached
by an ocean-going steamship. Work on three of
the claims will be begun at once and pushed. From
a number of samples, taken at random, assays were
obtained running from 13 to 26 per cent. copper, §
to 16 ounces of silver, and from $1 to $5.80 per ton
in gold. The vein, running from 6 to 150 feet in
width, is continuous throughout the six claims.”

o ..
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THE GOLDEN CACHE ULITIGATION,

I'he chief ground for the decision given by Mr,
Justice McColl on Saturday in re the application of
Dr. Carroll as trustee of 100,000 shares of the com-
pany, was the following resolution of the com-
pany’s directorate, passed on July 23, 1896, which
created or declared the trust needing interpretation,

Moved by William Munsie, seconded by R. Ham-
ilton, and carried; ‘I'hat the secretary write to Mr.
Robertson, agent, offering to purchase the group of
five mineral claims owted by his syndicate for
$500,000, if Mr. Robertson, agent, would apply
for and accept 500,000 in the shares stock of the
company, as follows: goo,000 fully paid up and
non-assessable shares to be handed to Mr. Robert-
son ont behalf of the members of his syndicate; the
balance, viz: 100,000 fully paid up and non-assess-
able shares to be handed to J. ‘I'. Carroll, as trustee
as between the members of the Golden Eagle syndi-
cate and this company. ‘T'he trustee to apply the
proceeds of the sale of such shaves as may be sold
to the credit of the company, to he used by the
directors of said company as they may see it Aud
the said trustee shall reccive his instructions re-
garding the sale of said shares, only from the board
of directors of this company.

The judgment itself runs as follows:

Now upon hearing counsel for all parties, and
reading the affidavit of the plaintiff sworn herein,
dated the 20th day of November, 1897, and the affi-
davit of Alexander Grant, sworn herein the 26th
day of November, 1897, and the several exhibits
referred to in the said affidavits, and the plaintiff,
by his counsel and being personally present in court,
having Jimself undertaken to abide by the “Oreder,
unless and until the same be varied in appeal. this
court doth declare that the plaintifi is a trustee of
the shares standing in his name in the books of the
company upon the following trusts, namely:

To hold the said shares for the benefiv of the de-
fendants, the Golden Cache Mines Company, Lim.
ited Liability, and the other defendauts. heing all
the members of the Golden Eagle Syndicate, aud to
sell and dispose of the same and the proceeds
thercof subject to the terms of the resolution of 'the
23d day of July, 1896, in the plaintiff’s said affi-
davit set forth.

And the court doth further order that a certifi-
cate representing the number of shares now stand-
ing in the books of the company be issued to the
plaintiff. p

And this court doth further order that the com-
pany do not dispose of the said shares except in
accordance with the terms of the said resolution,

And the court doth further order that in the
event of the neglect or failure of the plaintiff to
arry out the terms of this order so far as he is re-
qQuired to do, or refrain from doing anything, that

the defendants, the Golden Cache Mines Compauy,
Limited Liability, or other of the defendants herein,
be at liberty to move in this action in a summary
way for an order to remove the plaintiff as trustee.

Aud this court doth order lastly that the costs of
this action, up to and including the hearing, be
paid out of the trust estate.

"I'he decision accordingly scems to concede prac-
tically the position taken by the Golden Cache
Jirectorate, that the trustec shares, held by Dr.
Carroll, may be sold at the direction of the com-
pany, and the proceeds applied as its board of
directors think fit, ‘T'he court also clearly recogniz-
the propriety of Dr. Carroll’s application on  heltalf
of all parties, by allowing him the full costs of the
case,

COMPRESSED AIR POWER FOR ROSSLAND.

The Rossland Miner says of a big scheme for sup-
plying 2 new motor power to the T'rail Creek mining
district :

A project is now under consideration for supplying
the mines of the camp with compressed air from
pipe lines radiating out of a big central compressor.
The promoters propose doing away with the local
compressing plants now in operation at the various
mines, so that the only machinery required would
be the drills, the pumps and the hoists, cach of
which would be supplied with power direct from the
company’s pipes. No announcement is as yet made
of the price at which the company would furnish
air, but it would evidently be at a very considerable
reduction upon the present cost, sincethe plant, if
installed, would be in direct competition with the
West Kootenay Electric Power and Light Company,
which contemplates furnishing motive force at fifty
per cent. of the present rates. \Vith the two rival
companies in the field against each other a big re-
duction on present cost would be assured.

The proposed new plant would be erected under
the Taylor system of air compression, which has
received practical tests in the east and has proven
highly satisfactory and exceedingly cconomical.
T'he patents are controlled by a Montreal company
headed by the inventor, (G. H. Taylor, and a subsi-
diary company composed of Spokane people has
recently been formed for the purpose of instituting
plauts in this country. “I'he company is now putting
up a plant at Ainsworth, similar except in capacity
to the one which it may erect here. The Ainsworth
plant has a capacity of 500 horse-power, and air will
be distributed from it by pipe lines to the neighbor-
ing mines,

The company has not disclosed the location of its
plant, further than to say that it will be on one of
the streams within nine miles of Rossland. 1t is
conjectured that the site will be at the junction of
Big Sheep and Little Sheep Creeks.

[
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A KLONDIK!: (.OMI’ANY S l)lVll)l:Nl).

Thedirectorsof th Klondike & Coluntbian Gold-
ficlds Company have declared a first dividend of 20
per cent. on their stock, as to which £50,000 repre-
sants capital cither paid or ranking as fully paid.
This dividend with a surplus suflicient to pay--so
the directors state  one or two more, results from
the flotation of two juvenile companies, of which
the K. & C. G, Co., Ltd., is the parent, viz., the
New Golden Twins & the Dawson City ‘T'rading
Co., Ltd.  ‘The dividend is not unlikely, therefore,
carned at the cypense of  the  very confiding
sharcholders of the two latter, at which well-
informed men of finance in the ety look very much
askance, not liking at all the manner of their pro-
motion. Haowever, be this as it may, the Klondike
& Columbian Goldiields} Company, Limited, is the
first Klondike company to declare a dividend. It
is, as may here be noted, the company in which the
Hon. Messrs, Turner and Pooley, with Mr, Joseph
Boscowitz of Victoria, are interested, as an advisory
board in British Columbia,

BETTER FAR THAN KLONDIKE.

The Slocan’s silver will in the aggregate yield far
better than the hardly gotten gold of Klondike, and
in the end the Kootenay silver district will—as,
indeed, it now docs—far surpass the productive
value of the Yukon. Alrcady amongst other
mines of this great silver country there are the
Yavne, vielding dividends of nearly $100,000 a
month, and the Ruth, reported to be paying out
profits of ne rly S30,000 a momh, whilst the Reco
has just declared a dividend of $100,000; and the
Idalio another of S3o.000. In addition to which
there are the Whitewater and other paying mines,
Even in 1897 the Slocan shipments will consider-
ably exceed the output of the Yakon—which can
not bhe reckoned at more than §3,300,000 to date,
whilst in 1898 the Slocan’s praduction will again
advance by leaps and bounds, Now, too, it is being
found that there is considerable gold as well as
silver in certain Slocan districts, notably  those
about Lemon creek.

CRIPPLE CREEK, 2.

The northern boundary of the Cripple Creck
gold district has been extended three miles by the
discovery in Copper Mountain of an immense hlanket
vein of ore running from S10 to 1,500 per ton in
gold,

D. G. MeNeil was down {rom the Silver Cup for
a few days this week, He says that property is still
continuing to fulfil its promise.  The work of raw-
hiding is still Leing indusiriously carried on.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA STOCKS IN LONDON,

Latest reports are to the effect that—as is by no
means surprising, under existing circumstatices of
about five doubtful to one solid and good British
Columbia flotation in England—the stocks of Brit-
ish Columbia undertakings are in general *‘decided)y
dull, "

The Hall Mines shares are quoted at £1 13
waiting for a dividend, which, if Jistributed at the
rate predicted, should raise the price of the stock
considerably.  River dredging properties continye
dull, and have few friends, so it s stated: and
Klondike stocks are in the same position, despite
the cfforts of the Klondike-Columbian crowd, which
has recently benefited by two dubious promotions, to
hoist these shares. “Ihe successful Recordia ( Wonl-
house) rig has, after cefforts which raised the syadi-
cate’s shares to a hig premium, begun to flag —a
thing also not surprising, if there be borne in mind
the strangely exaggerated statements made at the
recent general meeting of the company.  ‘The Dun-
dee Mline shares vary between one shilling and
threepence and one shilling and sixpenice.  Van-
couver Syndicates are flat, but the stock of the re-
cently formed British free-milling goid venture in
Fairview continues to be firm, so, too, the Pouor-
man stock. B. C. Developments are quiet, whilst
no one in his senses wants Galena  stock,
almost at a gift.  As a whole, the prices of British
Columbia mine stocks were, at latest London ad
vices, distinetly in favor of the buyer, the maket
being a falling one.

N

LATE IN THE DAY.

The Provincial Lands and Works Departnent
has placed in reserve, ont of the reach—so it is
asserted—of the mere town lot and townsite spect:
lator, mevlect areas of government land in and
about certain veaction along sud near the Stickine
river and  aboaut Bennett and Tesling lakes,
Care has, however, been  taken  not “to
Tock the stable ™ carly, and large numbers of puos-
sible gooid things for cheaply buying but dearly
selling purchasers from the state, have long sinee
been acquired by the speeulator,  The deeree comes
late in the day, 2 usual in this Western Canada of
ours,

CHINESE TO GO.

Mr. E. Blewett, of the Van Anda mine, Texada
Island, states that the Chinese workers at the mine
arenow heing replaced by white men.  ‘This is
good news in every way, and of specially good
omen for the mine itself, which, according to many
reports, has been very ind 7 atly worked and
developed with the aid of unskitied Mongol labor.
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KLONDIKE (OLD,

—

I'he quantity of gold that has come out of the
Klondyke region since the first discoveries were
made there in August, 1896, is a subject of specu-
ltion and of considerable guesswork  When one
begins to caleulate on the amount heis at once met
with facts and conditions that render his work un-
certain.  Men come from the mines and go to the
four corners of the earth carrying more or less dust
and nugeets with them.  Others 2o direct to the
mint in San Francisco, and still others go to various
points from which they send the gold to other mints
by express.

Of the gold that has come {rom Alaska since July
fast all has passed through Scattle and Sau IFran-
cisco, but, as stated, there is no data at cither
place that will lead to a conclusion as to the total
amount brought from the mines. .

Asa possible index to the total product of the
Klondyke region, a representative of the Times made
a circuit of Seattle and ascertained that since the
arrival of the Portland, ecarly in July. there has
heen shipped by the banks and jewellers of Seattle
about $750.000 of placer gold. Tuformation given
hy theexpress companies pretty accurately confirms
thi< statement.  In addition to this anyone can esti-
mate for himself how much was carried through
Seattle by individual miners.

One banker told of ancighbor who returned with
ahott 4,000 worth of dust and who took it himself
w the San Francisco mint,  In time, of course, the
actual gold product of the Yukon will find its way
to the statistieal reports of the mints, hut for the
present relinnee must be had upon the ealeulations
of probabilities.  And it is safe to say that since
July 1,000,000 hias passed through Sceattler Bt
great as is the aggregate brought out, it is a mere
hagatelle when compared with the quantities in
store Tooms at Dawson.—Asheroft Mining Journal.

ENCOURAGE PROSPECTING.

pon the vocation of the prospector the prospers
ity of the mining industry must primarily  depend.
Itis o pursuit of large expectations and small re-
wardsand is maintained chiefly by the inactivity of
the argan of hope that constantly enlivens the imag-
ntion of the prospector with visionary bonanzas of
high degree. I proportion to their anmbers, few
professional prospectors ever realize their opes and
attain wealth, although dozens of paying propertics
may have heen discovered by them.  To the wman
who is proud of* his attainments the discovery of a
vein that subsequently, and iu other hands, hecomes
apaying mine brings a great deal of satisfaction.
His abilities are demonstrated, even if hie realizes
small profit from the investuent of time aud effort.

Any Inw that will tend to discourage prospecting
for minerals by destroying the vocation of the pros-

pector will serjously cripple the mining industry.
‘I'he legislation proposed by the Denver commitiee
will have no other effect. It proposes to load down
the prospector with finaucial obligations, in order
to hold the cliims discovered, that will drive him
out of the field.  The mining industry as such can
be encorraged in no better way than to lighten the
burdens of its pioncers.  Not only the advance
euard discovering new districts, but the small in-
vestors who follow in their footsteps, should receive
all the encouragentent that can be afforded by liberal
legislation.  ‘T'o these two classes every mining dis-
trict owes a debt of gratitude, for they m. e possi-
ble the advent of capital and the development of
great mining enterprises.—\Vestern Mining World,

AND THE KICKING HORSE.

—

A chamnel about a mile long has now been cut
up the Kicking, Horse through the solid ice, and
this, it is expected, will in a short time give relief
to the pent-up waters and avert all danger of Gold-
en being flooded.  ‘T'he water is now running with
considerable rapidity, and men are busy keeping
this channel clear and removing slush from the
hottom, so that the flow of water may be increased.
As yet there is not much change,  ‘The rivulets
still continue to run in front of the Kootenay
House, and instead of being diminished, have in-
creased.  The water is now i1 several of the cellars
of the hottses in the old town.,  Over in the new
town the sew river which came into existence and
appearad last week it now dwindled down into a
rivalet, its headwaters having been diverted into
the ice-cut chaunel, and all danger to Mr. Parson’s
store is for the present over. A thaw has been in
existence for the last two days, and, if it continues,
there is the serious danger of a big flood coming.—
13ust Kaoteuay Miner.

GOLDEN

THE BROMINE PROCESS OF EXTRACTION.

‘I'he Mining and Scientific Press says:  ** Con-
siderable is being claimed at present for the bro-
mine process of extraction, in contrast or competi-
an with the cvanide aud chlorinatior process, and
recent experiments in Colorado go fur towards estab-
lishing the correctuiess of those claims so far as high
pereentage of extraction is concerned.  But, so far,
the increased expense of the process militates against
its nse. That caleined gold ore treated with hromide
and caustic soda will give upa very high percentage
of its assay vahte is an wdoulted fact, but the
present high price: of bromide hars ary claim to
economy in the process, and it is the most economic
method where suited to the are that is in special
demand. My, Cassell, the manager, says the process
‘in a majority of cases is bound to supersede all
others,” which under the circumstances is a most
sanguine view.”’—Golden Era.
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Ttos. Dunp & @o., Lid.

DIRECT IMPORTERS OF

Lunglish, German and Amcrican

HARDWARE

Tinware and Graniteware

e e

Special attention paid to Miners’ atd Contractors’
Supplies. and we are preparad 1o quote prices that
will interest you I in either of these husinesses
let us figure witn you, We can save you money,
Orders by mail solicited.

8, 10 and 12 Cordova Street

VANCOUVER, B. C.

WM. RALPH

= DEALER IN —

Famous”
Stoves and
Ranges. ..

Tiﬁ, Iron and Granite Ware

Warm Air Furnaces a Specialty

Black & Galvanised Sheet Iroa Works. House Furnishing Goods

23 CORDOMR STREET
VANCOUVER, B. C.
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Qariboo kxehange Hotel
nsncnep?. B. C.

HEADAQUARTERS »onr

COMMERCIAL A HD WALTERS
TRAVELERS and PROPRIETOR
MINERS )

RATES REASO'ABLE

We Buy for Cash or work on hond any good
mining proposition.

Send Us specimens of your ore with description,
price, vte. We have the cash for developing
any promising property,

CHAS. MARTIN & CO.
Mining Share Brokers and fline tncorporators
SEATTLE, WASH., U. S, A.

Mines and Prospects

W Thos. Newman

Auther **Hidden Mines,” etes late engincer in chirge
for the British Canadian Gold and Silver Mmes Co., Limited,

WILL EXAMINE

And report on MINES and Prosvecrs, with specific valu-
ation where desirable.  Also pan, estima e and supervisoe
development.  SPECIALTY —"The appraisement of Prospects

e NEW CAMPS.
Box 29 Kamloops, B. O.

SHOAL BAY

Situated in the hmrt of the Cmst Mining District

+ WRMERLY HOTEL +

Noww‘lthevefyemml«m-eau‘m

GoLp FikLvs oF Bm’nqu Con Muta Co., Lo,
have taken over Store, which has been re- stockcd
with cvery description of goods for mining.

B. C MINING PROSPECTOR'S EXCHANGE

LIMITED
633 Cordova Street, Vancouver, B, C.

MINING, DRVELOPING
PROMOTING AND
BNOKERACEK AGKNCY
Free Milling Gold, alo Gold, Copper,- Galena and Copper
Propositions to sell or bond.  Agencies in the principal
financial centers,
Call or write for particulers to Secretary

L]
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IVPORTANT MINING DEAL.
Westminsterites Bond their Claims on Skookumchuck
to Toronto Parties for $100,000.

——

Details of an important mining deal, in which
New Westminster parties are interested, have heen
made public, and show that the mines of this district
are meeting with recognition from the outside world.

Sonte weeks ago Mr. Peter Ryan, the well-known
Ontario contractor, was in the city, but it was not
known exactly what he was after.  He is one of the
proprictors of the stage line between Cariboo and
Asheroft, but while in the Provinee he took a look
about him in tlte interests of Toronto capitalists
and inspected several wining  properties in this dis-
trict. ‘I'hrough the medium of Mr, Jolm Crean,
manager of the Hotel Guichon, Mr. Ryan has now
honded six claims on Harrison Lake. ‘I'hese claims
are all owned by the Skookumchuck Mining Co.,
Limited, all New Westminster people, and are situ-
ated on Tipella Mountain, adjoining those of the
Fire Mountain Company-.

About $1,000 worth of development work has
been done on these claims, which comprise 300 acres,
and a shaft has been sunk 41 feet, and is in free
gold. In fact, free gold is found all over the claims,
and assayvs have showed values from §25 to g210
per ton, chiefly i gold, but carrying silver and pea-
cock copper.

The amount for which the claims have been
bonded is $100,000, and a substantial amount was
paid down yesterday to bind the bargain.  1f on in-
vestigation the purchase is to be completed, the
sellers will be offered a choice of stock in the new
company. At all events it looks as if each of the
origiinal owners would make about $15,000 by the
deal, and the whole district will be indirectly bene-
fitted. -

AMERICAN COAL PRODUCTION IN 1896.

The report of Statistician E. W. Parker on the
production of coal in the United States in 1896 has
just been issued.  The total production of coal of
all kinds in the country during that year amounted
to 171,410,390 long tous, or 191,986,357 :?'hprt tons,
and having a total value of $196,640,166. With
the exception of 18935, when the output reached
193,117,630 short touns, this was the largest produc-
tion in its history. The anthracite produced
amotnted to 54,346,081 tons, adecrease of 3,653,256
tons as compared with 1895,  The bituminous out-
put was 137,640,276 tons, an increase of 2,522,083
tons.

The price of bituminous coal at mines has steadily
fallen since 1887, In that year the average in the
United States was $1.12 per ton. The next two
years it was about S1.  Then for three years it was
fairly steady at g9 cents.  In 1893 it dropped to 96

L)
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cents, it 1894 to gt cents, in 1895 to 86 cents, and
in 1896 to 83 cents per ton, the lowest ever recorded,

Anthracite coal operators, on the contrary, Iy re.
ducing their output and by associated effort, secured
$1.85 per long ton for the marketed product, s
compared with $1.72 in 1895.

There were eighteen states and territories whow
product exceeded 1,000,000 tons,  Nine reported an
increased production m 1896 and nine a decrease,
Those in which the production increased were Al
bama, Colorado, Indian ‘Territory, Mlinois, Mar.
land, Montana, Tennessee, Washington and \\'c;t
Virginia, ‘T'hose in which the production decreasad
were Indiana, Jowa, Kansas, Kentueky, Missowi,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and \Wyoming.

Pennsylvania led with 36 per cent. of the 1ol
bituminous output, against 37 per cent. in 153,
IMinois was second with 14 per cent., against 13 per
cent. in 1895, West Virginia and Ohio werc prae-
tically tied for third place with 9}4 per cent. cach,
the former  leading by a few thousand tons. Ak
bama held fifth place with 4.2 per cent.

.In 1896 there were 2,599 bituminous mines, ex-
cluding small banks, employing 337,665 men an
average of 192 days. In 1893, 2,555 mines reported,
employing 239,962 men an average of 194 days,

The world’s production of coal amounted in 1546
to 660,550,426 short tons, to which aggregage Great
Britain contributed 218,804,611 totis; the United
States, 191,986,357 tons; Germany, 123,900,391
tons ; Austria-Hungary, 35,985,664 tons; Frauce,
32,300,537 tons; Belgium, 23,375,726 tons: and
Russia, 10,005,210 tons. The world’s outpat in
1895 was 643,108,705 tons; in 1894, 6oy,344.362
tons: in 1893* 581,250,481 tons. For ten years the
percentage produced by the United States has varied
between 26.59 and 31.37.

METAL QUOTATIONS.

NEW York, Dec. 2.—Copper—quicet ; brokers'
price, $103y; exchange price, $10.75 to S10.85.
Lead—firm. brokers' price 314c; exchange price,
$3.75 to $3.80.

Bar silver, 5944 ¢. per oz; Mexican dollars, j0'.¢;
silver certificates, 59t4c.—Iix.

- ____

——

Cable Address: **Coknpovay,’ Vancauver.
Conks: A1, 4th Ed., A. R. C., Morcing and Neal

MAHON, MCFARLAND & MAHON

S$19 Hastings St., Vancouver, B, C. P. O, Box 749
MINES REPORTED ON AND MANAGED

Consulting Engineer:
Leslie Hill,C. E.,A. M. . C. E,, M. I Inst. M. E.
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OVE&LAND T0 KLONDYKE.

Whilst the people of Kamloops are agitating for
the building of a road of 37 miles in length, that
will conneet them with the famous Cariboo Romd
and place them in touch with Klondyke via a very
Jong land route, the B, C. Mining Journal, of Ash-
croft, rightly points ont that even then the route to
Dawson City via Asheroft and the old Cariboo Road
will be very much shorter than that via Kamloops,
the construction of the missing link of which would
cost the Province $57,000.

If, however, as the Kamloops Sentinel suggests,
the new road will open out a fine range of good
country for scttlement it may be worth even the
S37.000; if not, its construction would he superfiu-
ous, in view of the existing route from Ashcroft.

It is quite possible that the road may in any case
be made.  The Opposition men of Kamloops favor
it, as the proposal was originally advocated by Mr.
F.]. Deane, the Sentinel's editor, who is most
anxious to supersede the Hon. G. B. Martin as an
M. P, P, and the latter gentleman’s influence will
no doubt be exerted in the same direction as he is
ready to do anything and everything to keep his
seat, and with this end in view will do his ¢ level
best”’ to get round the people of Kamloops.

It is not of course yet kuown how the other mem-
bers of the Provincial Government will regard the
proposed expenditure.  Some of taom may hesitate
thereat, especially if doubtful withor in conceding
the request they will be playi m;, a hand for Martin
or for Deane.

One thing is meanwhile certain as to the various
suggested overland routes to Klondyke, namely that
the one via Edmontof is scarce worth consideration,
s0 long, difficult and dangerous is it. It is also
certain that the people of Spokane will_next spring
largely avail themselves of the Asheroft-Klondyke
overland route. In the interim the people of Spokane
mean to try and send four carloads of provisions for

therelief of the Dawson City miners through Ash-

croft via the Cariboo Road and Teslin Lake route,
the later stages of the long journey being taken
by dog trains,

The people of Spokane and Asheroft will mnite in
this public-spirited work of charity. No whiskey
will be sent—of that there is more than enough in
the Yukon—but a goodly supply of flour, bacon and
beans, as an instalment of relief. At least thirty
such shipments as represented by the Spokane-
Asheroft offer will however be needed this winter
in the Yukon country.

GREAT GAIN TO INDIVIDUALS 1S A + CASUAL
ADVANTAGE * OF THE CROW'S NEST POLICY.

The transfer to private individuals, including
some distinguished Ontario Grits, of three hundred
thousand zcres of coal lands which British Colum-
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bia gave to hmld thc me\ s Nest Pass Railway,
was not the motive of the Crow's Nest Pass policy
fastened upont the Liberal party by the Toronto
fricnds of the C. P, R,

By no means,  ‘I'he transfer of such enormous
waalth to individuals who did nothing to earn these
coal lands, was merely oneof the casual advant: L]
of the Liberal policy.

And the providing of $3.000,000 to build a rail-
way for the benefit of the C. P R, and its friends,
the coal barons, isoneof the *‘casual disadvantages®”
which the country can charge up to the Liberal
policy npon the same question.

It is all right to shout about paper concessions,
and to make a noise about the restitution of a part
of the public domain.  Apologists for the Crow's
Nest Pass policy shirk the duty of explaining the
exact return which the Ontario Grits and their
western allies are going to make to the country for
the three hundred thousand acres of coal lands,
the substantial but *casual advantage™ which these
gentlemen owe to the new Liberal policy of enrich-
ing them and the C. P. R. at the expense of the
country.—Toronto Telegram,

No Rock and Jood Shifting . . .

Hicks Brothers

Carriages Expresses
HHACRS ON STAND DAY AND NIGUr

Corner of Cordova and Abbott Streets
Stand Telephone 240 Stable ‘Telephone 226

Hacks

e s ————— et
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No More Blankets

1f you go to the Klondyke. be sure that your outlll.. is
fight and that you have someth ing warm to sleep in.  The
ilzghtest knaown substanse is Eiderdown, Itis warmer than
anything else in the world,

The “Alaska Brand®’ sleeping bag has double Huings of
Eiderdown, besides i lining of warm gray wool, and is cov-
ered on the outside with o strongeanvas, It is warmer than
whole stacks of blankets, weighs fourteen pounds, and is
not injured by rain or snow.

The entire Government Expeditions were equipped with
these bags. .

‘I'he best houses on the coast haudle this bag, every one
of which is labelled with our name. * I your dealer has uot
got them in stock and refuses to got oue, send us money
order for 824.50 and we will sec thatone reaches you prowpt-
1y without any fuether C’(Q"l](

Yor our Kiderdown Cap aud Hood sce advertiscment fu
next srumber.

The Alaska Feather and Down Co., Limited
290 Guy Street, Montreal, Quebec

Our referonces: ‘The Mercinents® Bank of Halifax or any
wholcsale dry goods house in Canada.



376

Inlernatitl_riél Navitatinn aud Tradiﬁhmited

Steamers. ‘¢ INTERNATIONAL** & **ALBERTA*
Cn the Kootenay Lake and River

——TIME .CARD —~—

In Etfect 12, 0aly, 1807, Subject to Change Without Notiee,

Five Mile
N

Point Canncetion with all Passengrer Trains of the
LS, ROR o and Trom Northport, Rossland und Spokane,
‘Tickets sold ~nd Baggage checked to all U.S. Points
Vl.c:n ¢ Kaslo fur Nelson and way potnts, dafly escept Sunday s,

5:45 no .

Arvive Northoort 12:05 pan: Rossbiand. 3040 paan: Spokane.s pom,
5 nl:('ll\'t‘ Nelsan for Kaslo and way points, dably eacept Sunday,
5:30 pm,

Leaving Spokane s aan,, Rossland, 10400 m., Narthport, 1
p.m.

New Sc:\'lée on hdotmay Lake.
Lou\\"ot‘\‘olson for Kaslo. ete. Tues., Wed. Thurs., Pri.,

Sate ... . . R0 aan,
Arrive ivaslo . seeseiiense coa 1230 e
Leave Kaslo tor Nelson. ete o Mon, Taes., Wed., ‘Thurs,,

| S R e evee e e e cesees RO DM
Aveive Nelsone. oo oo 00 L el K200 pon

G. ALEXANDER, General Manager.

Kaslo & Slocan Railway
2*— TIME CARD —%

Trains Run on Pacitic Standard Time.

Golng west Daily Gl east

LA S RMeiesyeiveaan soe, Kuslo AT B DL,

R < T L South Forl 8 .

I Sproule’s, soeeee.

R X3 B ceers Whitewater,.

o0 ceseee s Bear Lake,

M (1) MeGuigun ..o, P VR

ool LN . Junetion, ... . e L2

Ar100 ceee . . e et ae cllv L0
KANSEN AN G

v 1100 ..., IR N TTY 111 PP PP ¥ N PR L WIN

Aril2o o« o L. LCOdY L e e aes e v 1L 0

3 W BRY LN,
superintendent.

Telegraphic Adaress,  Bed-rock.”
Code, Moreiage & Neals

COLUMBIA & WESTERN RAILWAY GO,

Time ‘Cable No. 6, to take ffect July 3, 1897,

EASTBOUND.
No. 2 ssenger (daily except Sunday)
faaves Rosshand,, - o o000
Arrivesat Tl .
No. 4 passenger (daily
Lanves Rossland
ArtivesatTrail.
No. 6 passengrer idiaily o
Leaves Rosshind..

PO XL (TR TN
v vee B350

P XL LFTR T
cee eree 200 L

eatsunday) o

P A LI R TN

Arrives T ... PP g ¥ ST 1 B
WESTROUND.
No. 3 passenger (daily en ept Sunday)
Jauves Trail, eeve eeeee 4 iieaes . A5,

Arrivesin Rossland, .7 040

No. 1 passenger (dadl
LeaveyTrail y)
L ArrivesIn Rosdlandeeoe. 0 L0 L
Ten Bopassengrer (dally exeept Sanany)
Taswves Trail. ..o, .. veen s « .45 pan.
Arrivesin Russland oo o . 700 pan.

'(.“;llmcclmus made with all buits arnshge and departing from

rail.
GENERAM OFFICES, TRAIL. B. C. E. P. GUTELIUS, Gen. Supt.

UNION STEAMSHIP CO., OF 8. G., LTD.

Head Office and Wharf, Vancouver, B. C.

Northern Settlements-SS Comoxs: Hs from Company's Wharf

cvery ‘T'acsday ut 9 a.m for Bowen Island, Hoewe Sound. Sech-

o eit JervisInlet, FroeckTesadalsiand. Iand.Hernando Island,
Cortez Islund, Lend Islund, Valdez Ish nd. Shoal Bay. Phillips
Arm, Frederlek Arm. Thurlow Island, Loughboroush tnl :t.
Salinon River, Port Neville. and sails every Friday at 3 p.n.
for l\\\-uy ports and Shoul Bay. calling at Bute Inlct every »ix
WCCRS.

Rivers Inlet and Xaas River—SS. Coquitiam sails on Sth ana
2nd of ciach morih and will proceed to any partof the Const
should inducements offer,

Moodyville and korth Vancou-. ax Perry--ILeaves Moodyville :
& 1:15, 10:45, 12, noow. 2, 4 and $.45 p. m. Teaves Vancouver ¢
R:35, 10, 1120, 1.15 p.m., 3,15, 5.15 aud 6.2, calling at North Van-
couver cach war excepting tha noon trip.

Freight Steamers--SS. Capilano and S. . Coquitlum, capacity
a0 tons. D.W.,

Tugsand Scows nlwiys availuble for towhng a1d freighiting bus-

ness. Lurge storage accomnjodation 6n company's wharf

Telephene M. X. DARLING, Manager.

. eea 120 o
veessssees i) prni,
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J. STOREY
Harness and Saddle Maaufacturer

— SPECIALPIES ————

——me

Pack faddles, Aparajoes, Pack Straps, Klond ke Dog Harness

321 Cambie Street, Vancouver, B. C.

Witte for Particulars and Prices

(3.4

meKinnon, DeBeek 8 Co.

LAND. MINERAL AND
TIMBER BROKERS

VANCOUVER

CLINTON
- HOTEL

CLINTON, B. C,

Board and Ledging by the Day, Week or Mooth

Q—

Telegraphic Address, ‘Cortes,’ Vasgenver

— e ——

Best Wines, Spirits and Cigars.  Good Stabling,
Headquarters for the Cariboo, Lillooet and Dog
Creck lines of Stages, Hunting and Fishing in the
vicinity.

MARSHAL & SMITH, Props.

Mines and Mining Stocks

A tharough knowledge of the Mining Reglons of British Colum.
hiit enables mo to furnish competent and reliable informatlon,
|N" mlml-:s {isted for salo unless endorsed by some repatable min.

nyg engineer.

Conncetions in principal cities of Cannda, United States and,
Europe. Correspondence solleited.  Address:

FRANK 8§, TAGGART,
319 Camble St.. Vancouver, B, C.

Cible address, “Ambrozine.” Moretng & Neal, Clough's (newand
old). Bedford MeNetll, and A, B. €. Cudes.

Agents for Mining Critic.

T'he following firms have tue Bartisi Contmnia MisiNg
Crrvic on sale and will recaive subseriptions for the sama
at the rate of $2.00 per annum,  Single copics may be had
of them at Five Cents eucls ¢

D. LYAL & CO......... P New Westminster
W. 1. UDAL...... ettieen ieeeens .Slocan City.
SHAW, BORDEN & CO.......... Spokane, Wash.
SAN FRANCISCO NEWS CO..San Francisco, Cal.
THOMPSON BROS....... ..... Calgary. N, W. T
W. M. SIMPSON..... . .... ... Rossland, B.C.
LAMONT & YOUNG........oot.n ... Kaslo, B C. '
CLARK & STUART ..o Vauncouver, B. C. .
THOMSON BROS................ Vancouver, B, . 3
BISHOP'S. ceiiitiiens ciae vaas Vancouver, B.C. ;
E. GALLOWAY & CO........... Vancouver, B.C.
BAILEY BROS............. +v...Vancouver, B.C.
BIDDELL & CO........... «+v...Vancouver, B.C. 3
NOKMAN CAPLE & CO.........Vancouver, B. C. 3
HOTEL VANCOUVER NEWSSTAND, Vancouver. -3




