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CONDUCTED BY W. W, EATON.

Thon artthe Christ, the Son of the Living God.—Peter. On this Rock I will build
my Church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail aga'nst it — The Lord Messsah.
fameme - e e
REFLECTIONS

AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEW.YEAR.

« The bell strikes one : We take no note of timoe,

But from its loss, T give it then a tongne,

Is wisc in man.  As if an angel spoke

I feel the soiemn eound ! If heard aright,

1t is the knell of my departed hours;

Where are they ? With the years beyond tho flood ?

1t is the signal that demands desparch;

Ilow much is to be done !’ Youxa.,

Unpess 2 man be sunk in the very dregs of humanity, he must ocea-
sfonally indulge in a retrospect of the year that is gone, and in antici-
pation of that which has now dawned upon us. Eighteen hundred and
forty is now forever past, and iis successor will as rapidly follow : but
“whether we shall witness its departure, or whether our own race shall
previously terminatc, 1s alike unknown to us all.  The swcet singer,

“whom we have quoted above, exclaims in another part of his Night
‘Thoughts,

—

«Pis greatly wise to talk with our past hours,

Ang ask them what report they bore to Heaven,

And how tuey might have borne more welcome news.”
}An important question, truly—whatever may be the reply of au ever
'wakeful conscicnce; that conscience which minutes all things in her
“diary, to he procluimed to assembled worlds!
¢ To dwell upon the past, however, is useless, compared with a be-
«coming consideration of the prescal and the future. Many of us, it is to
ibe hoped, commenced this year with what are termed - good intentions.”
“This 1s commoendable : tw w o st not Tosw sight of the old Spanish
Proverb which tells us that ** hell s paved wiih these same * good inten-
iions?”  The earth, in fact, might be puved with them too; for we
‘cannot cntertain an opirion so derogatory fo the haman family as to
isuppose that there is a person who docs not entertain seme of then. What
@ great and glorious world would this be, if it were to Lo estimated by
inlentions ! Tiven amongst the humblest (I had almost said the worst of
US) what fine, what /auzdable intentions we are sometimes forming ; and
pecially at this time, when another short era, as it were, in our very
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short carthly cxistence has just commenced. But, alas! the very thief,
the day beforc s being captured, had excellent intentions. The aban-
doncd sinncr, the hour before he was struck by the mortal disease which
removed him from this world, had some of the noblest intentions—the
most virtuous, perhaps, never had better.  Oh that we could all be
judged by our intentions! Now it is a plain and undeniable teuih, that
mere intentions @.cc the most pernicious things in the world. If a man
had 7o good mtentions he would know that he was decidedly wicked,
and that he might have a chance of being some day roused to a sense
of his unrighteous state, and thereafter becoming reformed : but the man
of good ntentions goes dreaming on from the beginning of one year to
the close of another, constantly absolving himself from his unholy deeds
through the efficacy of this pretended virtue. Far honester, and indeed
far safer, is he who does not pretend to conceal either from himself or
others that he is what he ought not to be, than the mean coward who
sneaks into a good chargcter with himself, and at the same time deceives
the world by an assumed and deceptive merit. In fact every good in-
tention, not in proper time carried into cffect, is an offence, and by no
means a trivial one ; for it only tends to supplant the performance that
might have otherwise taken place.  Good intentions lull the conscience
to sleep, and then carcy their vietim in blind and fatal sccurity, to
destruction.  As “ all men think all men mortal but themselves,” so
also do all men think all men liable to moral rebuke but themselves.
When, for example, we Lear some fervent pulpit admonitions, we think
that these are all very proper for people in general, but never once sup-
pose that we, in particular, areat all in need of them.  Just so, many
individuals who read these Nei-Year’s reflections will say, * How just
the writcr is upon many with whomwe are acquainted I But not onc in
ten, perhaps, will bring the moral home te himself, and enquire to
what extent he may have been guilty of only meaning well, cven during
the course of the year that is just ended. This, however, should be
done—then might many of usawake from the dream of last year’s good
intentions, and endeavour to do, this ycar, what we have heretofore cdn-
tented ourselves with designing to do. Expel every symptom of an
intention which is excluding a performmance: for we cannot be ignorant
thiat while we go on doing many things which we ought not to do, we
content ourselves in a great measurc by merely intending that which we
ought to do.  Let us reflect on the millions who died in eightecn hun-
dred and forty without performing their several duties in life.  Before
the seat of the cternal they will be interrogated respecting their deeds;
and how will the gauze of intentions, when they hold it up, appear in
that mighty cye, if deeds be wanting to prove the reality of thosc good
principles which they professed? But slop. Dues not the uncertainty
of life shew us that we are liable, in onc moment, if it so pleased God,
to be in the same awful predicament with thosc who departed during the
Jast year? For already the word may have gone forth respecting cach
one of us, “ This year thou shalt die.”

In prosecuting these our reflections at the commencement of the year
(the most important to ourselves that cver commenced) we shall ponder
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for 2 moment on the words of the wise man: * Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with all thy might.,” To be prompt in action is a
most invaluable qualification. The man who is constantly indulging in
doubt and delay is incapable of performing any thing anght.  His know-
ledge may be extensive, his penetration quick, his understanding en-
larged, his imagination vigorous, still he is worse than useless in action.
With such an one the end of all is the hopeless exclamation, * What to
do I cannot tell.”  In the mean time, opportunity flies; and he enters
upon the consideration of some other matter wath the same unprofitable
waste of thought. So much for indecision as pertaining to the things of
this life. The consequence is apparent to all: and if we apply the
same reflections to the things which are not scen the inference will be
precisely the same. ** Of man’s miraculous mistakes, this bears the palm,
that all men are about to live, foreveron the brink of being born.”

We might pursue these reflestions to the close of this new-born year,
and then find oursclves in our present position, both with respect to tune
and to cternity. ’Tis action, decisive and immediate action, that is
necessary. To trifle, is not to Iive.  To purpose to lead a new lifc in
the coursc of the next year, the next month, day, or hour, is to leave it
undone for ever.  Time, we should remember, is eternify. The ques-
tion then arises—How shall I proceed? Where is my chart ? Where is
my directory 2 Ask the mere worldling,—he will pomt me to the path
which lcads to aggrandizement and carthly pleasures.  Ask the Chris-
tian, (by which of course we must understand the follower of Christ) and
he points me to the Bible, and to the directions theremn plamly laid down
by its divine author.  The Christian will tell me never to be easy until
1 have inwardly and heartily taken that for my guide through life. He
will tell me to put a high value vpon precious time ; to devote the car-
liest and best part of it to the interests of eternity ; and to look upon the
loss of it as greater than the loss of all worldly things.

¢ Throw years away ? ’
Throw empires and be blameless! moments seize—
1leaven's on their wing. a moment we may wish
When worlds want wealth to buy.”

The Christian tells me that man stands every hour at the door of
eternity, and if I step in without the * one thing needful,” I am eter-
nally undone. To consider, and to deliece this 1s a blessing above all
price.  He tells me morcover to begin and end, not only this year but
this day, and every day with God. Yes—these arc the simple but su-
blime teachings of every rcal Christian.  Happy they, and they only,
who improve thereby.

We close these meditations by wishing the reader, ndeed and in
truth, a * happy n w year,” reminding him at the same tune, that if he
expects to find happiness in any thing short of the Redecmer, he will be
gnevously disappointed in his scarch. Therefore lct us all, as the year
ghdes silently and rapidly by,

« Beware what carth calls happiness , beware

All joys but joys that never can expire

Who builds on less than an iimmmortal basc,

Fond as he scems, condemns hus joya to dcath.’ ALPHA.
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ORDER AND DISCIPLINE OF THE HOUSE OF GOD.

Nornixg is of greater importanco to the congregations of the Lord,
professing to take the word of God for their guide, than scriptural views
of the order and discipline of the Church of God. We have had seve-
ral querics on this subject which ought to have been answered long
since; but procrastination, that ¢ thief of time,” has caused us fo be
silent until now.

We Lave observed that when the Ancient Gospel is first preached in
any place, by a competent proclaimer, much cxcitement and controversy
arc generally its attendants: churches arc soon formed, and suddenly
sot in order.  In the excitement many unite without much considera-
tion and soon fall away, and some fall in with the sentiments advanced
without fully understandiug them, and others unite because they dislike
some society that opposes the newly formed community. With such a
combination of discordant materiuls, it would be a miracle if there was
not a reaction! Hence the necessity of getting the church in good order,
and exercising prompt and righteous discipline. Instead of this, tao
many communities make no preparation for offences and cases of disci-
pline until the difficulties occur, and then the church is wholly unpre-
pared calmly and dispassionately to examine the scriptures relative to
the order and discipline of the house of God.

Although young in years, and in the christian kingdom, we have been
under the painful necessity of witnessing many difficulties in religious
communities; and all those which have been of long duration have in-
variably been occasioned by incorrect views of discipline or inattention
to correct views.

When a church gefs into scriptural order, and then is able to pass the
first violent reaction from within and without, in future it will experietice
a gradual and healthy increase. We have lately noticed that those
churches of our brethren in the  west” which have ina scriptural man-
ners._t in order the things that were wanting, are in a far more prosper-
ous condition than those who are inattentive to these things.

Tor our own part, we are warm advocates for a presbytery or clder-
ship in every church, for the purpose of settling all difficulties that may
occur.  We shall not bave room in the present number to argue thjs
subject. We hope the brethren, however, will think on it until the next
month, when we shall lay before them & contrast between scriptural and
unscriptural discipline in the church of God.

Bishops or Elders, and Deacons, are the officers of the church.
Their characters are well defined in Faul’s Epistles to Timothy and
Titus. Will the reader turn to these epistles and read them? If any
church professing to take the word of the Lord alone for her guide is
now destitute of at least zwo competent Elders and Deacons who' fill up
the measure laid down by the Apostles, they are most affectionately ex-
horted forthwith to elect, - by universal suffrage on the part of the
Church; at least the abov~ number—and let them * firs. be tried,” and
then use the office, being found blameless. Many may say, what shall
we do if we cannot find such men as Paul points out? We answer—
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get those who come nearest to the standard, and put them on t{io.l, untid
they do £ill up the measure. It is better for a church to be without o7~
dained Elders and Deacons than to have those who donot possess the qua-
lifications pointed out by the Apostle. Let those who desire such an
office, by watchfulness and prayer, by study and attention to their ca-
ties, fit themselves for the high, holy and laborious duties of an officer
in the Church of God.

While the brotherhood are cndeavoring to fit themselves ¢ for all the
work of faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope inthe Lord Je-
sus,” we will assist them by submitting for their consideration two chap-
ters; one on the duties of Bishops or Elders, and the other on discipline
from an able pen.

THE DUTIES OF BISHOPS.—By A. CaxpBELL.

They have no iegislative power, and therefore lawgiving is no func-
tion of theirs. The Messiah was careful to repeat that he only taught what
he had heard and lcarned from the Father. The Apostles were pecu-
liarly attentive to inculcate that they had received from the Lord what-
ever they taught the disciples; and the primitive elders and bishops gave
all attention to inculcate only the commandments of the apostles of the
Lord and Saviour; and James says there is but ONE LAWGIVER, who is
able to save and to destroy.

1. Asthey are required to be apt or fittoteach, it is their duty ta teach
the whole counsel of God. In doing this, they are to regard the church
as consisting of httle children, young men, and fathers—as consisting
of masters and servants, husbands and wives, parents and children, bro-
thers and sisters, and subjects of political government. As to the manner
of this teaching, they are to have the Scriptures read in the congregation,
applicd to all contingencies, and diligently examined and considered by
all the disciples. They are to cal} forth all the gifts and talents of the con-
gregation, and to give directions concerning reading, exhortation, and
prayer. It is not presumed that they are to be the only readers, teachers,

, .exborters, intercessors, or singers in the congregation. But they are to
preside over all, to give directions to all, as far as public edification iscon-
cerned. They may call upon A to read; upon B to cxpound a difiicult
word; phrase, or passage ; upon C to pray ; upon D to sing ; upon E to pre-
side at the Loord’s table; upon F to exhort; or they may give a general
invitation to all to minister to the general cdification. But no one is to
read, speak, teach, or exhort in the congregation without a speciol call or
leave of the bishop presiding for the day. They will deliver didactic dis-
cowgses, admonitions, and exhortations as the exigencies of the community

‘require. And they will occasionally laborin the word,or preach the
gospel where the presence of unbelicvers makes it necessary. The elders
who thus labor both in the word and in teaching, as Pawr teaches, are
worthy-of the highest honor.

2. They are * to rule well®  Presidency and ruling, though much
akin, are not identically the same. To preside may sometimes imply
nomore than preserving order and decorum in the regular proceedings
ofa public worshipping assembly. But ¢ o rule well” has respect more
immediately to the disorders whigh arg incident to every earthly commu-
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nity, from which the church of Jesus Christ never has yetbeen fully exempy,
The discipline of the church isas essential asits doctrine: for no church
can be prosperous or happy, however zealous for the doctrine according
to godliness, 1f there be m 1t lax discipline, or if transgressors of the law
of Christ are suffered to pass with impunity.

To rule well 1s one of the most difficult attainments. It calls for
meckness, candor, firmness, courage, patience, and indefatigable at.
tention to the first indications of remissness or delinquency.  So pecu-
liar is the assemblage of attributes requusite to ruling well, that they are
more rarely to be met with than the gifts of eloquence and the Lighest
didactic powers. :

To anticipate and prevent transgression, delinquency, or actual apos.
tacy, is much more desirable and profitable than to reprove and punish
it when actually consummated. He that rules well his own family 13
best prepared to rule well the church of God ; and he that rules well his
own family needs not be informed that more depends upon watching the
dispositions and frailties of his children, and guarding them from error
and disobedience, by removing them from temptation, or by removing
temptation out of thewr way, than in correcting them for actual offerces,
Much the larger part of all the errors, follies, and faults of children and
of disciples might have been prevented under a discrect and atfentive
administrgtion. T.necly remonstrance, counsel, and the interposing one-
self between temptation and the occasions of error in practice, are the
great secrets of a good administration, and require degrees of wisdom
and devotion seldom to be met with.  More youths and more desciples
have been saved from ruin by the judicious watchings of those entrusted
with their fortunes, than have ever been reclaimed by corrections and
vebukes. On thuis point a hint must now suffice : for we only aimata
full developement of what is meant by ruling well.  On the subject of
discipline we shall have a better opportunity to llustrate good rule as con-
trasted with bad rule. .

3. Besides the teaching, presidency, and ruling well in the public
assembly, there is a class of duties comprehended in constant visitation,
of paramount 1mportance to the edification, good order, and growth of
a congregation.  Private, 1s often much better than public teaching;
and reproofs, corrections, and instructions are frequently given with
greater cffect by the fireside than in the synagogue.

Paul, in his exhortations to the Ephesian bishops, gives his own ex-
ample as the best illustration of what he would enjomn. Speaking of the
class of duties to which I now allude, he says, ¢ For the space of three
years I ceased not to warn every one, night and day, with tears.”,
Again, he says, * You know how I have been conversant among you
all the time, from the first day that I entered Asia, serving the Lord with
all humility, and with tears”—* teaching you publicly and privately”—
« watch, therefore, remembering” these things, &c. Well might this
Apostle say, “He who desires the_office of a bishop, desires ¢ good
work.” A work, indeed, which if not divided among a plurahty of
persons, will réquire much of the time of an individual or two, even in
a congregation of one hundred members.



THE CHRISTIAN. 175

They are the wost useful and successful preachers and teachers of
(st who go from house to house, and mingle with the people in their
lly and constant avocations. Insickness and in health, in business and
aleisure, in the most intimate social intercourse, they will find numerous
geasions of doing good, and of speaking with effect, which will not occur
g the meeting house or public assembly.

When the Apostles in Jerusalem, though all present in onc chureh,
pd aided by many such men as Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nieanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas, found it expedient to give themselves
i to the ministry of the word and to prayer, and to_have persons ap-
winted {o attend on the tables of the widows and the poor; may we
mt learn that the word of tcaching and preaching Christ, of presiding
wer a christian congregation with dignity and profit, of ruling well, re-
qures a devoted heart and anundivided attention, and thatevery business
wght to have some persons sct over it ?

To go into all the particular duties of the christian bishop, would re-
qire us to transcribe much of the cpistles ; we thercfore dismiss the sub-
xet, having noticed the three classes of duties alrcady stated.

ORDER AS RESPECTS DISCIPLINE.—DBy A. CaMrpeLL.

Goop discipline is as cssential to the moral health, peace, and pros-
perity of the church of Christ, as good doctrine. ~ Without it no soctety
«n long subsist.  The theory of discipline is not discipline itself; and,
therefore, it is not discipline in the book, nor in the letter, but in the
¢hurch, of which we speak. -

There are no laws, human or divine, which have as yet been divulged
wearth, that can benefit mankind only in so far as they are obeyed.
That lawgiver is yet to be born who can promnlge a code of laws which
wll bless society whether obcyed or disobeyed. Jesus Christ has
not done it.  He promulged, or caused to be promulged, confessedly on

“all hands, the best system on earth ; yet these laws improve and bless

mankind individually and socially only so far as they are obeyed.
It belongs to the whole cliristian community to submit to his govern-

"ment as supreme.  To have his law megnificd and honored by every

atizen in his kingdom, is the paramount obligation of the whole church.
Iis obligations and loyalty to Jesus Christ as King and Lawgiver, most
solemnly and perpetually bind the christian community to unreserved
ohedience.

The church, in selecting bishops, has this ostensibly in view. She
las as much respect to the ruling as the didactic talents of those she
honors with the episcopacy. She argues well, when, with the Apostle
Paul she declares, by his choice, that the man who rules not well his
own house, ought not to be trusted with the affairs of God’s house. In
ordaining her overseers, she lays her hands upon them as much to pre-
side and rule over her, as to teach her more perfectly the way of the
Lord. For this purposc, more than for simple teaching, it behoves her
10 have a plurality. One may sometimes tcach, and one may at a sin-
gle meeting preside with all dignity and propriety ; but one caanot scrip-
turally rule § congregation, if ruling be scripturally understood.
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“To rule well,” be it observed, is not to legislate for the church, noy
is it to lord it over God’s heritage. Itis not 1o command with authenty,
as an absolute sovercign—it is not to dictate, as a pedagoguc; but it s
to have all the laws of the Absolutec Monarch fully and faithfully execu.
ted. Itis to have the apostolic canons supremely regarded, and all their
commandments exactly and constantly obeyed. Itis to have all things
done decently and in order. ‘

But, as has been observed in o former part of this essay, “to rule
well” comprehends all the duties of watching over the flock, as wellas
correcting and removing offences when they occur. It may, perhaps,
be said that watching to prevent the erfors of the brotherhood falls not
within our conceptions of ruling.  But does it not Tall within our ides:
of authority 7 Who may watch over a flock without authority derived
from the flock itself, or from the proprietor of the flock, and acknow-
ledged by the people? And if the people conier authority on any per.
sons to watch over them and to admonisl, them, the administration of that
authority is with propriety regarded as a part of the dulies of their office,
as much as the application of the law to transgressors.

The best physicians are they who prevent discases. In the same
sense are they the best rulers who prevent errors and apostacies. The
sovereign who, by his wisdom and kindly precaution, prevents a revelt
among his people, is more werthy of estcem than he who permits it to
occur, though he should finally succeed in putting it down.  They are
the best bishops, who, by their watchful attention to the occasions of
falling or apostacy, anticipate and prevent delinquencies—more to be
admired and loved than they who even reclaim the sinner from the er- |
ror of his way, or exclude the incorrigible offender from the communion
of the faithful.

To the actual discipline of the church, in its soeial and public capa-
city, belong only the offences which are commiuted against the whole
community. Private trespasses between two or more individuals are not to
be laid before the congregation until they become public offences. The
commandments of the Saviour found on this subject in the 18th chapter
of Matthew (and they are in accordance with our very best conceptions
of propriety and expediency) go to prevent, if possible, private trespas-
ses on the rights of individuals from becoming public offences. When |
those directions are faithfully vegarded, it is but seidom that a private |
trespass comes before the congregation, or terminatesn a public offence. |

By a public offence, we mean every transgression that puts the conr
gregation to shame—every transgression which brings a reproach upen
the Lord or his people. Of course such cansgressions are generally
more or less known to those without the community.  DBut should they
not be known to any out of the church, if #ey be such, as whea
known, would bring reproach on the holy religion of the Redeemer, then
are they to be regardedas public offences, and to be treated accordingly.

The christian church is * the pillar and support of the truth,” the pa
troness of piety, righteousness and holiness. ~ She must never Jose sight
of her * high and holy calling;”” and must, therefore, have *no fellow-
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness.” She must not only be pure
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in doctrine, but irreproachable in character.  Her profession and her
works must agree. ‘I'hat she may sustain her moral dignity, she must
never display any partiality for evil doers, nor leniency for transgressors.
She must never pity the sinner so much as to forgive him 15 the dishonor
of her Lord. Those who put her to shame, she must put fo shome be-
fore she receive them into the bosom of her sympathy and affection.
She must have inseribed upon her shield, and displayed wpon her en-
signs, as her motto,  Without holiness no man shall sce the Lord.”
She is to cultivate, to cxalt, and to refine her sense of propriety, and to
be highly scnsitive touctung the honor of herbeloved.  She will remem-
ber that one of the highest encomiums that Jesus addressed to the Ephe-
sian church was, that she “ couldnot bear them who arc evil 3 and onc
of the greatest censures pronounced upon the chureh in Thyatire, was
hersufferingimmoratand uneadly perconstoremain within hereommumon.

Wheu a chuech has ordumed to isclf cllers, no casc of discipline cen
be laid before the rolanimity but throngh its presbytery. It is the pro-
viace of the elderslup to peepare the ease and to choose the time fi ¢ its
consideration, should it be one that vedquires the action of the whole
church. That congrezation which allowsany and every member when he
pleases to introduce a case of discipline, will always be insceure against
scenes of confusionand disorder.  Their mectings for worship wiil often
be converted into theatres of debate, not oaly upon the case presented,
but also upon the nature of offtnces in general, the rules of discipline,
and the propricty or impropriety of the various measures proposcd.

In many cases when complaints are made to the elders of the congro-
gation onthe delinquency of hrethren, it will be possible for them to have
stich matters adjusted without the necessity of laying them before tlie
whole assembly.  Butin case of uncquiveeal public offence, the elders
will have the facts and documeunts, the accusation, arnd the witnesses io
sustain 1t, so digested and prepored as to place it before the congrega-
tion matured for their action.

In those cases 1t will be in.good order simp'y to slaic that such «
charge has been preferred againsta brother ; that certain witnesres have
so and so tesiified ; that the transgreseor hes made no defence, or such a
defence ¢ that he has to admit so much ; that he is impenitent, or unwil-
ling to make acknowledgment; and, uvpon the whole premiscs, they
doubt not his defection.

The churei then is in full possession of the case, and lule mare will be
necessary than toact upon the report, except the accused deny the facts
alleged in the report,  If he do not, the church by its vote separates
him from its communion. DBut if he deny the facts alleged, the church
will hrar the witnesses, and then deeide first whetlier m its judgment
tho facts are sustained ; and on deciding in the affirmative, will separate
lim {rom its feliowsh .

But in such cases as the offender L.muclf agknowlcdges his fault, or
whenit is proved against him in the presence of the clders, and he af-
fords clear evidence of penitencc, report s made to the church, he ap-
pearing before it, and on being publicty rebuled and admonished, is re-
stored to his standing in the congregation.

21
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The elders of the church will not retain in the church, nor restore any
transgressor who has beenconvicted of a public offence, or who, of his
own accord, confesses a fault, but by a public rchuke : for, says the
Apostle, “ them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.”
They will not, through the yearnings of pity or sympathy, “save the
feelings” of a delinquent to the dishonour of Christ.  They will, with
christian firmness, sustain ithe honor of the christian institution, lest the
way of the Lord should be traduced or evil spoken of.  Dear asthe feel.
ings of a christian brother may be, dearcr far will be the character and
feelings of the Saviour of the world.

In administering a rcbuke it rarely happens that it wili be in good or-
der for a junior brother to reprove or admonish a senior. It will gene.
rally be the duty of the senior elder to attend to this solemn and responsi.
ble service. In rebuking a penitent offender he will not fail to expatiate
on the nature and tendency of the offcnce, and the occasion or temptation
that led the way to it; and will also, with all carnestness and affeetion,
admonish, besecch, and exhort to that watchfulness, meditation, and
prayer, which alone can give him strength to moderate his passions, re-
strain his apoetites, and overcome temptation.

The Apostle Paul allows the church to appoint a committee in some
cases of misunderstanding among brethren, whose judgment of the
points at issue shall be final. These secular seats of judicature are ne-
cessary when the church in the aggregate are so unacquainied with the
matter as not to be able to decide with judgment.  Persons competent
to arbitrate the case dre sclected by the parties or by the congregation.
To these the matters in debate are referred.  Their report when pre.
sented to the church, and approved, must be final. So Paul tanght the
Corinthians, in his first Epistle, chap. vi. 1—5.  The party that will
not acquiesce in the decision of one or two committees thus chosen and
appointed, is worthy of censure.

The difference between misiule, rulingill, and ruling well, cannot fail
to be most apparant, and to be fully appreciatedin the respective effecs
of a good and a bad administration. Under a prudent and righteous ad-
ministration of the affairs of the church, the purity and excellency of
the christian institution will be sustained—offences and apostacies
will be of rare occurrence.  The congregation, like a well ordered {a-
mily, will move in harmony and affection—will not enly grow and in-
crease in the knowledge of God, but in faver and usefelness amoug peo-
ple. Its numbers will be increased, and its influence in the community
will be sensibly and extensively felt. The imputation of licentious and
unsound doctrine will be impotent, and the ignorance of foolish and
wicked revilers will be putto shame and silence. .

But when cvery one does whatis right in his own eyes, and feels him-
self responsible to the oversight of no person; at liberty to absent him-
self from the brethren as often and as long as he pleases, decpising go-
vernment and the restraints of Christ ; mingling in the society of them
who profane that sacred name which he professes to worship and adore;
indulging in loose behaviour and inattention to the study of God’s Book;
preferring the company of the enemies of the cross, the world that cru-
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cified his Saviour, to the society of those who fear God and keep his
commandments, and still regarded as a brother in Christ; the zeal of
Paul and the cloquence of Apollos would fail to sustain the gospel in the
mdst of such disorder and licentiousness.

Add to this the incompetency and unfaithfulness of those who pre-
sde, winking at opun transgression, and strongly sympathizing with
what they “charitably” call the frailties of their brethien, fearful of
ewrcising discipline ; and when some flagrant outrage ocours, allow-
mg to be brought into the congregation as a subject of inquiry and
discussion, putting the law to vote whether it shall be executed, in-
siead of proving by testimony the fact, and faithfully applymng the
law 3 disposed rather to commisserate the offender and connive at ns
ofence, than to honor the King and sustain his law ; and, perhaps, in
the absence of the delinquent, judging his case by proxy; and on some
slight concession putting to vote the propricty of receiving him with-
oat & public acknowledsment or admonition, displaying more passivn
or feeling than judgment, good sense, and foithfulness to God or man;
and worse than all, either putting into office, or retamning in a conspi-
cwvus station in the church, those who have, not many months or
sears since, been a scandal to the christian vame by sumne gross im-
morality.  Were the twelve Apostles to preach the gospel to a com-
nunity intimately acquamted with such an administration of affairs,
ey all could not make a single convert.  Profligacy and drunken-
wess do not more certainly Jead to bankrupicy and ruin, than such a
atak and unfuithful administration to the utter extinction of the light of
thie gospel and final dissolution of the church.  Well might Paul say,
“Let the clders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor:” and
eely did he admomsh the christian community ¢ to salate,” “to re-
member,” and * obey them who kad the rule orer them, and to submit
tignselee e, for they watched for their souls”—inasmuch as without this
izood gov ernment and subordination, the best constituted church could
i long Le pure, honorable, and prosperous.

————

REMISSION OF SINS.
No. 2
1L TRE ANCiENT FATHERS AND THE MODERN CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
ARE IN FAVOR O BAPTISH TOR REMISSION OF SINS.

Iy a previous number, the former part of this proposition was clearly
mved.  Not once of our readers, we presume, will for a moment ques-
0 hut that the ancients, not only believed but practised baptism for
Pnssion of sins. The only modern author quoted yct is Dr. John
e, and not a writer among us have written more clearly and deci.
Arly in faver of the propoesition than has the Doctor.
We shall now submit the sentiments of popular sects and eminent
*n; after which we shall carefully analyze the testimony of men who
oke, wrote and acted as they were moved by the inspiring power of
Holy Spirit.

i
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Hear first the sentiments of the

MORAVIANS OR UNITED BRETHREN,

on the design of baptism copied from their litany on baptism.

Question.-~Dost thou believe in Jesus Christ, the only begotten
Son of God, by whom are all things, and we through him ?

Answer.~—1 de.

Q. Dost thou believe, that he is thy Lord, who redecmed thee, &
lost and undone human creature, purchased and gained thee from all
sin, irom deaty, and from the power of the Devil, not with gold or sil-
ver, but with his holy precious blood, and with his innocent suffering
and dying?

A. Tverily believe it.

Q. Dost thou desire to be cleansed from sin in the blood of Jesus
Christ, and to be buried into his death by holy baptism ?

A. That is my sincere desire.

Q. Dost thon desire to be embodied into the congregation of
Christ, by hely bapt'sm, which is the laver of regeneration, and the re-
newing of the Holy Ghost, and in his kingdom to live under him and
serve him in eternal vighteousness, innocence and happiness.

A. Thatis my sincere desire.”

While the congregationsing :

« Unto htm, O Lamb of God,

Open thy salvation’s icasure—In neh measure,
Graciously fis sins forgive,—~Him reecive,
Grant hum peace and consolation;

Jom him to thy congregation,

As the purchase of thy death ™

“The water flowing from thy side,
Which by the spear was opened wide,

Be now his bath ; thy precious biood

Cleanse kim, and bring him nigh to God.”

The candidate kieels down, and the following question is put to the
congregation :

“Ye, who were baptized into Cluist Jesus, how were ye baptized *”

Answer.~Into his death.

Minister.—Into the death of Jesus I baptize thee N. N. inthe
name of the Father, &e. )

During the imposition of hands the minister continues: ¢ Now ar
thou washed, justified and sanctificd by the blood of Christ : therefore
live, vet not thou, but Christ live in thee! And the life which thou now
livest in the flesh, live by the faith of the Sonof God, who loved thee and
gave himself for thee.”

The baptism of Adults from the heathen is very similar, only that
the questions are more particular: for after asking the candidate if e
believes that he is a sinful creature and deserves the wrath of Got
that Jesus, thoughinnocent, dicd to ycconcile sinful creatures to God—|
that he purchased, by his blood and death, remission of sins, hfe an
happiness; the condidate is asked:

* Wilt thow m this faith be baptized into the death of Jesus, and
washed from thy sins in his blood 3

. N - L4
Answeer.—* That is my sincere deswe.”
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The minister then prays that he may be cleansed from hissins in the
blood of Christ—delivered from the gwilt, punishment and dominion of
sin—raised to newness of life, &c., and then he is baptized as before
named.

The reader has here, then, the seniiments of the United Brethren in
their own language.

By all denominations these “ Brethren™ are considered the most per-
severing, pious, sclf denymg people in the world,  “Greenlaxd’s icy
mountains,” and the barren and nhospitable reigon of the Esquamaux
testify to their zeal and dcvotion in the cause of human redemption.
And the celebrated Wesley considered himself under the dominion of
sin, though he had been preaching to otheis, until he Icarned the true
doctrine of the Lord from Peter Bohler, one of these preachers.

EPISCOPALIAN.

The clergy are ordered, before proceeding to baptize, to make the
following prayer.®

* Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy great merey, didst save
Noah and lis family in the Axk from perishing by water ; and also didst
safely lead the children of lsrael thy people through the Red Sea: figu-
ring thereby thy holy baptism 3 and by the baptism of thy well-beloved
Son Jesus Christ in the river Jordan, didst sanctify the element of water,
to the mystical washing away of sin: we bescech thee, for thine infi- -
nite mercies, that thou wilt mercifully look upon these thy servants ;
wash them and sanctify them with the Holy Ghost; that they being de-
Iivered from thy wrath, may bereceivedinto the Ark of Christ’s Chureh ;
and being steadfast in faith, joyful through hope, and rooted in charity,
may so pass the waves of this troublesome world, that finally #hey may
come to the land of everlasting life ; there to reign with thee, world
without end, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  dmen.”

After reading a part of the discourse with Nicodemus, they are or-
dered to make the following exhortation. .

“Beloved, ye hear in this gospel the express words of our Saviour
Christ, that except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
cuter into the kingdom of God.  Whereby ye may perceive the great
necessity of this sacrament, where it may be had. Likewisc, immedi-
ately before hus ascension into Leaven, (as we read in the last chapter of
St. Mark’s Gospel,) he gave command to his disciples, saying, Go ye
into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.  He that
believeth, and is baptized, -shall be saved ; but he that believeth not,
shall be damned.  Which also showeth unto us the great benefit we
reap thereby. For which cause St. Peter the Apostic, when upon his
first preaching of the gospel many were pricked at the heart, and said
10 him and the rest of the Apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we
do> replied, and said unto them, Repent and be bapiiccd every one of
you, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost : for the promisc 1s to you and your children, and to all that are
afar off, even as many, as the Lord our God shall call. And with many

* Common Praver.
»
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other words exhorted he them, saying save yourselves from this unto.
ward gencration.  For, as the samne Apostle testificth in another place,
even baptism doth also now save us, (unot puttng away the filth of the
flesh but the answer of a good conscience towards God,) by the resur-
rection of Jeus Christ.  Doubt ye not, therefore, but earnestly belicve
that he will favorz’ly reccive these present persons, truly repenting, and
coming unto him by faith; that he will grant them remission of their
sins, and bestow upon them the Iloly Ghost; that he will give them the
glcas’;x,xg of cternal life, and make them partakers of his everlasting king-
om.

This, T need not add, is in accordance with the sentimenis advanced
in this essay. What a pity that the Episcopal Church does not believe
and practise her own creed!

PRESBYTERIAN.

The Presbyterian Confession, on Baptism, chap xxvui. sect. 1, de.
clares that—

« Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordamed by Jesus
Christ, not only for the solemn admission of the party baptized into tha
visible church; but a'so to be unto him a sign and seal of the covenant of
grace, of his engrafiing into Christ, of regencration, of remission of sws,
and of his giving up unto God, through Jusus Chirist, to walk in newness
of hfe ; which sacrament is, by Christ’s own appointment, to be con.,
tinued in his church until the end of the world.”

« A sign and seal of remission of sins 717 This is much nigher the
truth than this church scems to be apprized of. IIuwever, she cannot
beheve her own creed; for she does not believe that a baptism 1s a sign
and a seal of remission of sins, nor of 1cgencration, w her vwn sense of
it, to her baptized or sprinkled infants.  But in paying any regard tothe
Scriptures, she could not say fess than she has said. It is no wonder
that many sectaries cannot be persuaded to think, the Scriptures mean
what they say : for they are so much accusiomed to say what they do
net mean, -that they cannot think God does mean whathe says.

METHODIST,

The Methodist Creed says—

“ Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all men are conceived and born in
sin, (and that which is born of the flesh is flesh. and they that are in the
flesh cannot please God, but live in sin, comm:tting many actual trans-
gressions:) and that our Saviour Christ sa th, Nene shall enter into the
kingdom of God except he be regerera e, a1d boin anew of water and
of the Holy Ghost: I bescech you to call upon God the Father, through
our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his bounteous gaodness he will grant to
these persons, that which by rature they cannot have ; that fhey may be
baptized with water and the Holy Ghost, and recewed into Christ’s Loly
church, and. be made lively members of the same.”

Then it is ordained that the mimster say, or repeat the following
prayer :—

¢ Almighty and immortal Ged, the aid of all that need, the helper of
all that flee to thee for succor, the fife of them that believe, and the re-

.
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surrection of the dead « We call upon thee for these persons ; that they
coming to thy holy baptism, may rececive remission of their sins, by
spiritual regeneration.  Receive them, O Lord, as thou hast promised
by thy well-beloved Son, saying. Ask and ye shall reccive, seek and ye
shall find, knock and it slall be opencd unto you, so give unto us that
ask ; let us that seck, find; open the gate unto us that knock; that
these persons muy cujoy the everlasting benediction of the heavenly
wishing, and may comc to the eternal kingdom which thou hast promis-
ed by Christ oar Lord.  Amen.”—Dis. p. 105.

Thus the Methodist Creed and Church are nearly as scriptural as the
charch from which they sprang. She prays for those to be baptized,
thit in baptism they may recewe romission of sins! Does she believe
what she says ?

BAFPTIST.

Chapter xxx.  Section 1.— Baptism isanordinance of the New Tes-
tunent, ordained by Jesus Christ, to be unto the party baptizeda sign of
lus fellowslip with i in his death and resurrection ; of his being engraft-
ed into him ; of remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God, through
sosus Christ, to live and walk in newness of life.”

The Baptist follows the Presbyterian church as servilely as the Me-
thodist church follows the English hierarchy. But sheavows her faith
that immersionis a sign of remission, A sigr of the past, the present, or
the future ! A sign accompanying!

The Lonfession of Bohemia.—*We believe that whatsoever by bap-
I'sm—is in the outward cererony signified and witnessed, all that doth
the Lord God peiform inwardly. That is, he washeth away sin, beget-
teth 2 man again, and bestoweth salvation upon him: for the bestowing
of thfise cxccllent fruits was holy baptism given and granted to the
church.”

Tie Confession of Augsburg.— Concerning baptism, they teach
that it is necessary to salvation, as a ceremony ordained of Christ: also,
by baptism the grace of God is offered.”

The Confession of Savony.—+1 baptize thee—that is, I do”witness
that by this dipping, thy sins be washed away, and that thou art reccived
of the true God.”

The Confession of Whittenburg.— We believe and confess that bap-
tism is that sea, into the bottom whereof, as the Prophet saith, God doth
cast all our sins,”

_ The Confession of Helvetia.—* To be baptized in the name of Christ,
15 to be cnrolled, entered and received into the covenant and family,
and so into the inheritance of the sons of God ; that isto say, to be called
the sons of God, to be purged also from the filthiness of sins, and to be
f.?dl’lsd with the manifold grace of God, for to lead & new and innocent
11e. F

The Confession of Sueveland-— As touching baptism, we confess
thatit is the font of regeneration, washeth away sins and saveth us.
But all these things we do understand as St. Peter doth interpret them.
1 Peter iii. 21.” ’
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Westminster Assembly.— Before baptism the minister is to use
some words of instruction—showing that it is instituted by our Lord Je.
sus Christ; that it is a seal of the covenant of grace, of our engrafiing
into Christ, and of ourunion with him, of romission of sins, regeneration,
and life eternal.”

The Roman Catholie and the Greck church say, ¢ We believe in one
baptism for the rewnission of sins.”

Calvin makes remission the principal thing in baptism.®

« Baptism,” sayshe, “ resembles a legal instrament properly attested, by
which he assures us that alfl our sinsare cancelled, effuced, and obliterated,
so that they will never appear in hissight, or comne into his remeimbrance,
orbe imputed tous.  For he commands all who believe to be baptized for
the remission of their sins.  Therefore, those who have imagined that
baptism is nothing more than a mark or sign by which we profess our reli-
gion before men, as soldiers wear the insignia of their sovereing as aark
of their profession, have not considered that which was the principal thing
in baptism ; which is, that we ought to receive it with tlus promise—*+ He
that belicveth, and is baptizad, shall be saved.”

The ancient christian church, from the highest antiquity, after the
apostolic times, appears generally to have thought that baptism is abso.
lutely necessary for all that would be saved by the grace of Jesus
Christ.”7

“ Most of the ancicnts concluded that baptism was no less necessary
unto salvation than faith or repentance itself.”}

JOHN WESLEY.

Notes on the New Testament.—Reclative to which a Wesleyan Clergy-
man of this city, on being asked, how a person could lcarn the distup-
guishing doctrines of the Wesleyans, answered, * Mr. Wesley's Noieson
the New Testament andl hus Sermons ! To these then we appeal for not
only his sentiments, but also for the seatimenis of that large, 1espectable,
and popular religious denomination in tlus Ciiy and Proviuce.

On Matthew iii. 16. And Jesus being baptized— Lt our Lord’s sub-
mitting to baptism teach us an holy exaciness in the observance of those
institutions which owe their obligution merely to 2 dnvine comand.
Surely thus it becometh all his followers to fultil all nighwousness.

Jesus bad nosins to washaway. Aud yethe wasbapiized.  And God
owned his ordinance, so asto make it the season of pouring torth the He-
ly Spurit upon hum. And where can we expect thus sacred ctiusion, but
in an humble attendance on divine appointmoents ¢

Here, Mr. Wesley teaches the nceessity of baptism i order to the
reception of the Ioly Spirit!

Mark xvi. 16, © And 7s baptized—In tokenthereof {lus tauth.]  Every
one that believed was baptized. He that bel:eveth not—Whether bap-
tized, or unbaptized, shall perish everlastinaly.”

John itl. 9. Eccept @ maq be barn of mer 1 the snleit, ke eonne!
enter the Kingdom of God. ‘- Except he experience thar geeat mward

*“Ynst.1 4,¢c. xv p-3%7. 1+ Vitringa, Tom, 1.50. 1i. c. 6. 9
$ Owens on Justification, c. ii. p. 183.
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change by the Spirit, and be haptized (whenever baptism can be had,)
os the outward sign and means of it. See also lis remarks on Titus
ji. 5. Actsv, 11. The Church—**Here is a native specimen of a
New Testament church; which is a company of men, called by the
Gospel, grafted into Christ by baptism, ammated by love, united Dy all
kind of fellowship and disciplined by the death of Anamas and Sappli-
r.”  Acts X, 47.  Can any man forbid water, §c.— He docs not say,
they have the baptism of the Spirit; therefore they do not necd bap-
tism with water.  But just the contrary : If they bave received the Spi-
rit, then baphize thein with water. How casily 15 the question decided,
if we will take the word of God for our rule! Either men have
received the Iloly Ghost or they have not.  If they have not, re-
pent saith God and e baptized, and you shall receive the gift of the Ho-
ly Ghost. If they lLave, if they arc alrcady bapuzed with the Holy
Ghost, then who can forbid water.”

Acts xxii. 16.  Be baptized and wash away thy sins.—* Baptism ad-
niinistered to real penitents, is both a means and a seal of pardun.  Ner
did God ordinarily in the primitive church bestow tlus {pardon] on
any, unless through this means.”

1 Peter iii. 1. The like figure, or antitype whercof, baptism doth
now save us—* The thing typified by the ark, even baptism, now saveth
us. That is, through the water of baptism we are saved from the sm
which overwhelms the world as a flood.”

TRACTS ON BAPTISM.

¢ It is the initiatory sacrament, which enters usinto covenant with God,”
{Works, vol. sini. p. 396, edition of 1812,1n 16 volumcs.)—* What are
the benefits we receive by baptism is the next point to be considered 5 the
first of these is the washing away the guilt of original sin, Ly thcapplicas
tion of the merits of Christ’s death,” (p. 398) Buptism, the ordinary
instrument of our justification.* (299.) By baptism we are admitted
into the Church, and conscquently made members of Christ, ils hoad.”
(p- 400.) <« By baptism we are made the children of God. And this
regeneration, which our Church in so many places ascribes to baptisny, is
more than barley being admitted into the Cliurch—Leing ¢ grafted into the
body of Christ’s Church, we are 1nade the children of Gud by adoption
and grace.’”” ¢ By water then,asameans—the water of baptism—we
are regenerated or born again, whence itis also called by the apostle ¢ the
washing of regeneration 3’ vur Church, thercfore,ascribes no greater vir-
tue to baptism than Christ himself has done: nor dves she aseribe it to
the outward washing, but to the inward grace, which added thercto
makes 2 sacrament ; herein a principle of grace is infused which will
not be wholly taken away unless we quench the Holy Spirit of God Ly
long-continued wickedness,” (400.) *In the ordinary way therc isno
other means of entering intothe church or into heaven,™ (401.) < Christ
came to save all persons by himself; @/l who by him arc regencrated
unto God—infants,” &c. (Irenzus, quoted in a tract on infant baptism,
extracted by Mr. Wesley from a larger work by some other writer,)
vol. xiii. p. 420. * The word regencration is the name of baptism,"
(Clemens Alexandrinus, p. 400.)

22
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Thus testifies tho Venerable Wesley. Some are, however, ready to
say, but by baptism he always means spriokling or pouring.  That he
did belicve and practice sprinkling we do not feel dispused to dis.
pute; but our readers will bear in mind that when he was a2 missionary
to Georgia he refused to sprinkle a child, alleging that the cluld was in
good hcalth, and thercfore should be dipped, and fur thus refusal with
some other things as justifiable, he was brought Lefore @ court of justice !
If any doubt this let them read his Journals.  Andy et those who profess
to be Wesloyans in this city ridicule immersion—call it indecent,and say
there is not a word in the scriptures concerning it!

O shade of the departed Wesley, is this the way thy followers treat
thine instructions, (after ina most public and solemn manner) pretending
to take thy notes, on the New Testament, astheir sentiments, and thenso
publicly contemn them! Let them butonce more turn to Romans vi. 3,
and read thy notes on the expression, “we are buried with him in bap-
tism,” and hear thee say that the Apostle is here “ ALLUDING TO THE
ANCIENT MANNER OF BAPTISING BY IMMERSION.”

Cuaties G. Finngy.

This celebrated revivalist gives testimony to the same doctrine. He
is one of the leaders among the * New-school Presbyterians ;* and one
of the first who advocated the use of the * anxious seat.” On the
design of baptism, he remarks (in his 14th Lecture on Revivals, when
advocating the uecessity o something hike the ** anxious seat.™) * The
church has always felt it necessary to have something of this kind to
answer this very purpuse. In the days of the Apostles baptism answer-
ed this purpose. TLc gospel was preached to the people, and then all
those who were willing to be on the side of Chrst were called out to be
baptized. Tt held the same place that the anxious seat does now, as a
public manifestation of their determination to be Chnistians.”  (p. 248.)

Dr. Jacos, Vice President of King’s College, New Brunswick. This
gentleman holding a high station in the Established Church, gives testi-
mony to the same doctrine. In a discourse on justification, he ob-
serves—

““Bome are probably anxious to learn what precise steps they should
take, what specific acts perform to cnter into possession of their Chris-
tian privileges.”

‘ A determinate act was appointed by Christ, and in the primitive
church was performed amidst such circumstances as in most instances
actually rendered it an evidence of justifying faith.”

“ This was baptism, a public washing with water in the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, by which the convert declared to the
world that he renounced all the defilements of his former state, and en-
tered into the new and holy society of the Christian Church.”

To conclude for the present. We would remark that the language of
the Moravians, the Church of England, the Methodists, Calvin, Wesley,
&ec., is so evidently in favour of our views, that they need no comment.
The Presbyterians and Baptists, however, may say," “our articles only
recognize baptism as a sign and seal of remission of sins, regeneration,
&c. &c.” Dothey mean by this language, that baptismis a sign of the
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past, the present, or the future? If their language is taken in its obvi-
ous signification, it must mean a sign accompanying! Is not the sign-
ing and sealing of any and cvery instrument the last act of the parties?
Are pot all notes, bunds and deeds, &c., incomplete until they are signed
and sealed? Then dues not their creeds as plainly as the others de-
Jare that baptism is the consummating act in the work of conversion?

e

Brother Eaton,—The following letter was sent to Mr. TEMPLE, one
of the Edutors of the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine, with a request that
lie would publish it in that periodical, and also that he would furnish me
with the advice and instruction which he thought I so much needed.
But he has not done so. Isend a copy of it to you, knowing that you
will not only insert it, but also give any person an opportunity of ques-
tioning, in the pages of the Christian, the scripturality of the positions
therein assumed. E. BARNES.

(For the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine )

" Saint John, December 16, 1840.

Drar Sir,—DPcrmit me to acknowledge, through the medium of your
popular Magazine., the great benefit you, as an individual, have conferred
un me, by the guod advice given on last Thursday evening., You will
remember that at the door of the lower vestry, you accosted a young
man who was questioning the propriety of so much noise and confusion
i a religious meeting, although it should be a time of revival. Tam
the individual.

You explained and sanctioned the noise and confusion by quoting the
language of the Lord Jesus— The Kingdom of Heaven suffereth vio-
lence, and the violent taketh it by force”” Really; Sir, the meeting
appeared to be a literal application of that scripture! After expressing
your fears that I had *run my head against Calvinism,” you gave me
the good advice to go home and read my New Testament.  This ad-
vice was much needed; for had I been there instead of at your prayer-
meeting, much more good would, no doubt, have resulted tome.  Well,
Sir, I did return immediately home, and have since read my New Tes-
tament very diligently ; and I now, Sir, beg leave to submit the result
of my researches, which I wish you to examine; and be so kind as to
continue your instructions, for I confess I need advice and instruction
every day.

I began my researches, concerning the * Kingdom of Heaven;” for
I was extremely anxious to know if it was through the supplication,
alone, of mortals, that we were to enter this kingdom; but I was stop-
ped at the very threshold of my inquiries by the phrase *the Kingdom
of Heaven is at hand.” If at hand, said I, it could not then have come
and been cstablished. I found that John the Baptist ; the Lord Jesus,
after his baptism ; the twelve and seventy; all preached, that the
“ Kingdom of Heaven tvas at hand.”

The Lord Jesus promised the keys of the Kingdom to Peter mn the
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future—*I ill give unto thee the keys,” &c.; so that I found the King.
dom was not then come. [ also read, that the Lord sent the lepers to
offer for their cleansing the sacrifices required by Moses; and also
commanded his disciples to hear and obey them that sat in Moses’-seat :
I, therefore, concluded from this, that the Church or Kingdom had not
then come, for it did not appear to me reasonable or senptural that God
would have two different Churches on earth at once 3 and this would be
the case if the Church of Christ or the Kingdom of Heaven was then
organized ; for it is eertain that the Lord Jesus recognized the Law of
Ceremonies then in force.

I read again: the Lord said to the people at one time--* There be
some standing here which shall not taste of death, until they shall see
the Kingdom of God come with power.” Mark ix. 1. This proves that
it had not then come, but that it was soon to be established. I proceed.
ed, and further learned that just before the Lord Jesus departed, he re-
prescated himself as going to reccive a Kingdom ; and afterwards said
that he would drink no more'of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom
of God had come.

These things led me to the inquiry—When, then, did the Kingdom of
God under Moscs pass away ? I turned to Paul’s Epistle to the Colos-
sians, who answered—* He (Christ) took it out of the way, nailing it to
his cross.™  There, said I, that question is settled.  This much, then,
have I learned, that during the reign of the Lord he did not establish his
Church. Why not ? Paul says that he was a * minister of the circum.
cision;” and also that he was the chief corner-stone in the edifice. I,
therefore, came to the conclusion, that the foundation of his church was
laid when he was offered on the cross; and thus, with the poet, I began
to praise him that our hopes were laid in * oaths, and promises, and
blood.”  Paul also taught me—Heb. ix. 16, 17— That where a testa-
ment is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator; fora
testament is of force after men are dead, otherwise it is of no strength
at all while the testator liveth.,” This settled all my queries; forI have
ever becn taught to bow implicitly to the word of God. 1 must now look
for the commencement of the Kingdon or Church of Jesus Christ, here
on the earth, after his death. I was then led to inquire—Where did the -
present Gospel Dispensation commence? When and where was the
Gospel first preached ? Paul, to the Galatians, said thatit was preached
to Abraham! 1 found it neCessary then to compare the Old and New
Testaments ; and I began by asking the meaning of the word Gospel.
By comparing Isa. Ixi. 1, and Luke iv. 19, I found that what one called
the Gospel, the other called glad tidings—and my conclusion was that
the Gospel always meant good news. What, then, was the good news
preached to Abraham? 1 found it to be the promise of the seed “in
whom all nations should be blessed.” 1 am, therefore, induced to be-
lieve that the Gospel to the patriarchs and |.~ophets was the promisc of
the Messiah.  But I read of the Gospel preached by John and Jesus!
What was that? It was thatChrist had come, and that his kingdom was
at h-nd.  After his death and resurrection, the Gospe! was that Christ
died for onr sing—that he was buried—and that he rose again ; and by
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this gospel the first disciples were saved. So testifics Paul, 1st Cor.
xv. 13

Now, said 1, if I can learn when this was first preached, then Ishall
fearn when the gospel of the Kingdom was first announced for salva-
“on ; that is, when the good news was first communicated, which taught
a sinner the only way of salvation, and the nccessary pre-requisites to
the personal enjoymentof pardon and the Holy Spirit. I the death, bu-
rial, and resurrection of Christ were the facts announced in the gospel,
then these could not be proclaimed until after they took place. The
Apostles never preached these things to the world, untilafter the Lord had
ascended on high. How couldthey? forthey believed them not. Inmy
researches, I found that not one of the Apostles believed that Jesus had
arisen until they had seen him. They could not preach the present gos-
pel—that by which we are saved, until afler his resurrection. But if
they could they were forbidden to do so; for the Saviour told his disci-
ples ““to tell no man that he was the Christ.”—Matthew xvi. 20, and
also in the vision on the mount of transfiguration, he charged them to
tell no man until he was arisen from the dead.—Matthew xvii. 9,
and Mark ix. 9, 10. So that they were not only unable to preach
that he was the Christ, (which I am persvaded is the very soul of the
gospel,) before his resurrection, because of their unbelief, but they were
positively forbidden to do so. The conclusion to my mind was irresisti-
ble,—that I must study that part of the New Testament recording tran-
sactions which transpired subsequently ‘o the resurrection, to ascertain
whether indeed I was really in the Kingdom of Jesus Christ 3 and if not,
the way by swhich I could become a citizen.

1 opened then to the Acts of the Apostles, and heard the disciples in-
quire, * Liord wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel 2»
The Lord told them that that fact was not yet revealed to them, but it
should ¢ be not many days hence,” when they should * receive power
from above,” and then * they should be his witnesses,” &c. He com-
mands them to “tarry in Jerusalem until they should be endued with
power from on high,” They did so, and when the day of Pentecost
was fully come, they received that power, and for the first time preached
to the world the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus; and also in-
formed inquiring penitents what zhey should do in order to obtain par-
don, and consequently enter into the kingdom of the Lord Jesus. For
several reasons, I was led to the conclusion, that on this day the king-
dom came with power. Oneis, that the King of Glory had then entered
heaven, and, no doubt taken his seat on the Throne: he had sent down
the promised spirit; he had sealed the commissign of his ministers ; he
had prepared them to preach to all nations in their own languages, and
thousands became obedient. Here, then wasa King, Minister, Laws,
and willing subjects.  Another reason is, that it was fifty days from the
eating of the pascal Lamb in Egypt to the giving of the law on MountSi-
nai, amidst thunderings and lightning; and ever after this the Jews kept
that day as the Feast of Pentecost. I, therefore, drew the conclusion
that the first Pentecost was typical of the one under consideration;
the first shewed the Jews how they could be members of the Mosaic
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dispensation ; and the last how all men could be members of the king.
dom of Messiah, and enjoy pardon and the Iloly Spint. The former
came with terror and consternation, and the latter as the sound
of a 1ushing mighty wind; but the instructions from God succeeded
each : to one, the law was announced—to the other, the Gospel of sal-
vation, the way to eternal life.

Bat, Sir, time would fail me to recount all my reflections concerning
the Kingdom of God. This for the present must suffice to acquaint you
how I was led to believe in the establishment of the church of Chrst.
But when I had followed your good advice thus far, it opened a wide
field before me ; for I then began to inquire how those persons became
members of the church of Christ! This brought me back to the scenes
which had preser'~d themselves to e in your mecting. Persons i
that meeting, by thoir grief and sorrow, in sileut eloguence, if not in un-
utterable groans, said to their teachers and others, what must we Jdo?
And what was the answer—“come hcre and kneel down; and we wiil
pra that God may have meércy upou and sct your souls at liberty.”
If .ot in so many words, this was the instruction given. But," Sir, [
could not find this in my New Testainent—no, not oue word of it.  Not
one word about preachers or laymen taken heaven by violenee in prayer
to God—nothing about mectings to pray for penitents, or any necessity
of begging and pleading with God to forgive the sins of any, unless in
obeying his commands. From all that I could discover, it appeared to
me that God was always more willing to bless and save a sinner than
he was to be saved. And the Saviour taught “that it was not every
one who said Lord, Lord, but he who should do the will of his father.”

From a contemplation of your meeting, I turned to that of thousands
on the day of Pentecost. Here, I learned that the Spirit filled not the
multitude but the Apostles, and them it enabled to preach in all langua-
ges ; and when the people were counvicted of their sins, they ask—
““men and brethren what shall we do?” Peter said ¢ Repent and be
baptized every one of youin the name of Jesus Christ for remission of
sins, and you s'all reczive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2d chap.
38:h verse.

Here, then, I was forced to the conclusion that the people—1st Heard
and believed ; 2d, They repented ; 8d, Were baptized; 4th, For re
mission of sins; 5th, They then received the Holy Spirit: and
tnrough all the Acts of the Apostles and Epistles, I found this to be the
invariab'e rule by which they entered into the Kingdom of Christ. Such
persons are addressed as being “once under the power of darkness,
but now translated into the Kingdom of God's dear Son.”

Now, Sir, be patien® with me.  As I desire to obtain information, be
so kind as to answer me these questions :—

Ist, Is it not very plainly proved from tlic foregoing portions of the
New Testament that the Kingdom of Jesus Christ was not set up until
the day of Pentecost ?

2d, Is it not as evident that none became citizens, until after they had
believed, repented, and had been baptized ?

3d, Isthere a promise of justification here, or eternal life in the
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world to come, made over to any (that have come to the years of un-
derstanding) whodo not hear, believe, repent, and submit to be baptized ?

4th, Would not Peter, think you, were he in your meetings, exhort
the penitents to be baptized for remission of sins, that they might re-
ceive the Holy Spirit?

5th, From all this, is it not evident that your whole plan of bringing
members into the church of Christ is unprecedented and untaught in
the Oracles of God?

With sentiments of respect and gratitude for good advice, 1 subscribe
myself your obedient servant, E. BARNES.

e
TRUE BAPTISM.

BrotHER, arc you a husband and the head of @ family? Do you
daily and constantly read the scriptures and pray in your family 7 Do
you bring up your children in the correction, instruction, and admoni-
tion of the Lord? Are you spiritually-minded, and rejoicing m hope of
the glory of God? Do you often meditate, and carefully examine your-
self?  Have you your behaviour without covetousness, and are you in-
tent on making your calling and election sure? If so, baptism verily
profiteth you : if not, it 1sno better than baby sprinkhng.

A. CaMPpBELL.
——————

Wirniar: Hu~xtEr.—~Brother Hunter has been lecturing in New
York City on Human and Divine Governments. By a New York pa-
per I learn that his Liectures are highly spokenof. Several very flatter-
ing resolves have been passed in their favor; and a committee appointed
to wait on him with a request that he would furnish a copy for the press.
With this desire he is about complying. By a letter from him of the
15th ult., he says that when printed, they will make a book of from
250 to 800 pages, large duedecimo—long primer—very good paper,
and neatly bound in cloth, at $1 per copy.

(7= Subscribers’ namos recceived at this office.

The following notice of his lectures copied from the Baptist Advocate,
will give our readers an idea of the contents of the forthcoming volume.

Lecrure I The neeessity and reality of a Divine Government among Men.
Its existence coeval with the human race. Its form, order, and history, during
the Patriarchal and Jewish Dispensations.

Lecrose 1. The origin of Human Government. 1Its different forms, princi-
ples and bistury, anterior to the Christian era.  Founded upon 2 radical and fatal
mistake.

Lrcrerr I, The claims of India, China and Egypt to dynastics, records, me-
dals, monuments, inscriptions, &c. more ancient than the Mosaic account of the
Creation, considered and refuted.—~DMoses vindicated.

Lecture IV. The Christian Dispensation of the Divine Government —The
Lawgiver —The Constitution and Laws.—The Officers.—Their different offices.
Therr qualifications, duty, and authority.—~Who are subjects of the Divine Go-
vernment under the Christian Dispensation ?

Lecrurc V. All the important changes that have since taken %lace whether
n the Constitution, Laws, Order or Officers.—When.—Where.~By Whom.—
To what extent.—For what purpose and upon what principle.—The necessity of

_ once more returning to the original landmarka.
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Lzcrire VI The Ilistorv of Human Guvernment since the Christian erg.e
‘HO\;f"much it has borrow ed from the Divine Government.—How it now sustaing
1tseif.

Lecrrre VIT The true source of the authority of Human Government—Its legi
timate objects and limits —Its prescat condition, future prospecets and final destn y

Lrerere VHI The true source of the authority of the Divine Government.—l{s
legitimate ohjerts and linits —Its present condition, future prospects, and final
destiny among men.

Mz Strer has furnished his criticistn on our aiiicle on being born of Water
and Spint, and some firther remarks relative to uvtlier matters affecung Metho-
dism; but they did not come to hand unul the 31st ult. when the copy for this
number was all prepared and part of itin type. ile snall have a hearing 1n our
next.

Keitikos has furnishied an caccllent article on his query in the last number,
but it was unintentionally crowded out

Our regular articles, viz. the address to the brcthren and the ¢ Christian Con.
neaion,’ have also been crowded out to make rvom for the asticle on order and
discipline  Our readers will be patient, and we will attend to these things scon.

Communications from Brother \yinans are also on file.

At present there is quite an excitement in thc City on religious subjects. I
understand that the We leyans are recciving large accessions, mostly from theit
Sunday School  TLe Baptists have had freyuent baptismis lately.  We have also
immersed siz within two weeks At our last baptising we had the pleasure of
meeting Elders Rubinson und Beckwith at the water, and uniting with them in
the services.

—

SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR PATRONS AND FRIENDS,

Pai.icularly thosc who hare not yet paid for the Christian, and those
who destre ils conlinued existence.

T have not yet received one dollar for my labcor in condueting the
Christian ; of this, however, I do not complain ; but even the first vo
lume has not yet paid the publisher, and he has received every pound
that hus come tu hand, and the sccond volume is not yet half paid for}
This ought not so to be. 1 do nut solicit dunations or aid frum any but
those who have received the value of their money. There 1s plenty
due to cancel all demands, and a little over.

I am alone responsible to the publisher ; tlis, therefore, is to inform
all who take an intercst in the work, that, unless the debts contracted
for publishing are cancelled before the first of May, the work must be
discontinucd until furthrr encouragemcnt be given for ifs continuance.

W. W, Earon.

FFull sets of both Volumes on hand at the original price.

First Volume neatly bound ior 6s.

A communication from Elder Doyle in our nest explanatory of his
remarks in No. 4.

nearev—

Ax ExceLteNt Mevicixe ForR A Covem—Equal quantities of Sar
saparilla and Liquorice Root—about an vunce of cach—well steeped
in water  Add Molasscs cnough to make it palatable—a few spoonfuls
to be taken warm, just before going to bed, and once or wwice in the
course of the day, if the cough is hard.—Try Ir. '



