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“‘ X propose to publish a Monthly Magazine, under the above caption, to
he devoted priucipally to the advancement of Parish School Education in the
lower provinces of British North America.

While other countries have their numerous periodicals devoted to the ad-
vancement of education, and all departments of provincial interest in these
provinces are fully represented, that of Education is without any special advo-
cate.

This deficiency we propose, in & measure, to obviate, by publishiog a peri
odical, in the columns of which we shall endeavour to call attention to this
importani subject, and do all in our power to encourage parents, teachers, and
governments, in the education of the youthful mind.

PLATFORM.

1. Tree Scmoors, and their support to a limited extent by direct assess-
ment.,

2. The Binzz, the testmark of moral obligation, without which educatior:
i8 useless. .

8. No Porrrics, further than what relates to education.

4, Articles on general literature will be admitted when space permit.
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“SUGGESTIONS”

On the Improvement of our Commen
Schools. By Epxuno H. Duvar, Esg.,
Head Master of the Training School,
Saint John, N. B.

Mr Duvaw, previous to the action of
the New Brunswick legislature 1n 1358,
on the subject of common school instrue-
tion, laid before the public a pamphlet
of twenty-seven pages, contaiming 2
number of valuable suggestions, many
of which, if adopted, would be conduc-
ive to the best interests of parish school
education : but, strange to say, they
have passed with the legislature as so
much waste paper,—not oue of the wa-
ny useful suggestions laid down by the
learned gentleman has been introduced
nto the new school bill. This proves
to us the utter futility of troubling
the legislature with any thing, except
the party acting can bring sueh a
political power to bear upon the so
called wisdom of the eountry, as will
Jjeopardise their offices, then they will
come up to the mark, and cven where
no principle exists, by such a eourse
right and justice may he obtained.

Mr Duval has entered into a discus-
sion of the merits and demerits of our
common school systems with a mind
matuced in the matter. After sueeess-
fully combating the folly of some politi-
cal economists, who iusist that the le-
gislature should not give encouragement
to education, but let each denomination
educate its own people, says: ¢ The
only question now, being how tiat mo-
ney may be most judiciously spent, so as
to aid the promotion of virtue and in-
telligence, give security to life and pro-
perty, and perpetuate those civil and
religious liberties which probably we
-enjoy tu a greater estent than any other
people on the globe.”

While we firmly believe in the superi-
ority of the principle, of allowing the
people tu act on the subject of education
in their municipal capacity,— having
county organisativns, county toards of
education, und having the county gram-
mar schouvls converted into training
s~hoaly, and investing the trustees with
the power to examine and inspect the
schools 1n their several localities—and
be paid for it ; and also having compe-
¢ent lecturers to enter every locality and

eall the attention of the people generally
to the benefits of education.” Still, if we
are to have a provincial board of educa-
tion, who are to be elothed with autho-
rity to control, and make regulations
fur the schools of the province, and send
mspectors to esamnne them, let us have
sueh board chosen as Mr Duval says,
‘“ not on account of any political party
bias, but simply on account of their li-
terary standing and their adaptation to
promote the education of the country.”

But ¢ the right man in the righs
place,’’ is well said by our author to be,
n these times, ** an expression of mere
political cant,””—it 15 utterly useless in
the present state of political varties,
who have nothing but office to fight for
as party differences, to get men placed
in power independently of political par-
ty. The best nstitutions of the country
—the dearest rights of the people—must
be made tv succumb to keep men inpow-
er—to keep half a seore of officials in of-
fice, each recciving from £400 to £800
per annum out of the revenues of the
province. It applies equally the same
to all parties. The schools will never
prosper where such is the ense.  Edu-
cational institutions should be guverned
separate and apart from all party dis-
tinetions ; they are the fourtains which
should be freely opened for the reception
of all without regard to politieal party ;
but when men are placed over these es-
tablishments whose pohtical feelings run
80 high as to lead them to keep up a
system of eanvass for the party to which
they belong, the result will prove injuri-
ous to educational progress.

We fully coincide with Mr Duwval in
the belief that * an active, intelligent,
urbane, experienced and practical man,
visiting nnder the direction of the board
every part of the province, exercising o
general supervision of the schools, and
delivering lectures, might infuse such a
spirit into the public mind as would
awaken parents from their apathy, and
induce them to secure for their children,
even ai a personal sacrifice, a thorough
educatinn ; and would also be the means,
no doubt, of changing the character of
the wmapy ¢ miserable hovels, called
school-houses,standing by theroad sides,
as monuments of our shame, into neat
commodious, well ventilated and clegan
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Buildings, which wculd be occupied by
good teachers, and the revenues of the
province, now expended generously,
would be expended wisely as well.”’

On the subject of schoel inspection, &
¢ considerable difference of opinion ex-
:sts;?’ but as to its nature, we also be-
tieve that if faithfully performed by com-
petent men, good will result. And al-
though proper men would not always be
obtained in every parisb in the, rovince,
stillif the trustees were impowered with
the duties of inspectors, and paid for it,
there is no doubt that the work would,
in a general way, be done equally as
well as at present.

We cannot perceive that much gene-
ral good results from the present system
of inspeetion.  The inspector spends an
Aour in each school during the year, for
which he receives thirty shillings per
annom, We have been geing eu to know
the state of the schouls for the last ten
yenrs, but our knowledge has rot turn-
ed to profit—the schools have not much
increased in usefulness thereby. New
Brunswick has been paying for inspee-
tion for the last ten years, until thesum
paid has actaally amounted, in the ag-
gregate, to £17,300. We have been
told that ite good results would be, like
bread cast upen the waters, seen after
many days; but the many days have
passed by, and our children have not
yet been supplied with better intellec-
tual bread or more of 1t.  Still we ad-
mit with Mr Duval, that if active in-
tellizent men—men who ar2 no political
partizans, and who had the confidence
of the teachers and people, were appoint-
ed to the office of mspectors, a different
state of things would exist.  We do not
hold the doctrine to be always true, that
«twhat is best administered is best ;7
still a bad system may be so adminis-
tered as to preduce much good : and so
it is with our school systems,—much
more good might be derived under a
moreactive and energ, tic adninistration.

While we are willing to admit the
fact that the traiviog and model systems
have done much good, in excludinz from
the schools, as texchers, many dissipated
old men, who at one time almost mon-
opolised the work, and introduced in
their places a class of more intelligent,
sober, and respectable young men and
women, to whom the coramunity may
safely confide the rearing of their off

spring;”’ still one of the great cem-
plaints of the people at the preseat time
is, the inefficieney and carclessness of
teachers, It is said, and with 'mueh
truth, that there are tos many ignorant
hoys and girls employed as teachers,—
mere children, who have no system of
teaching, and know nothing ot the art.
Of the 730 teachers and candidates who
have been admitted into the training
school at Saint John, exclusive of those
who have graduated at Uredericton, 390
were males, and 343 were females,

Mr Duval recommends that each
teacher remain twelve months at the
training scheol,instead of twelve weeks,
as atb present.

We cannot see any good reasvn for
limiting the time cach candidate should
attend by law, at all.  why not let each
cage stand apen its own merits? Ifone
candidate should enter the training
schoal, who is well versed in the best
1a0de of conducting u schoul, we can see
no just reascn for keeping such a one as
long as another, who may be a mere
tyro in the art. Such a course affords
no encouragement to self-culture, but
the contrary. Two weeks might suf-
fice as a suflicient term of uttendance for
some applicants, while twleve months
would be teo short a perivd for others
£3 attend the training school.

CrASSIFICATION OF TrEacmERS.~There
is no doubt ** that it weuld beu decided
improvement if only two classes of li-
cense were issued, abolishing the third
class altogether.” Tlere may be some
remote and thinly populated places
that may require a third class teacher:
but teachers should be placed where the
would be mosi useful ; unskilled and
uneducated persons are often found oc-
cupying important stations to the ex-
cluzion of well-informed teachers; en-
gaged by the short-sighted policy of pa-
reats who are anzious to ebtain cheap
tcachers,—indulging in parsimony just
in the point where generosity would be
true wisdom.”” 1In the clgssification of
teachers, *¢ regard should be had to ge-
neral informativn as well as mathema-
tics.” It is not uncommon to find
teachers, both male.and female, who
possess a considerable knowledge of dry
theory, without general information, or
any system of communicating knowledge
to others; they ¢ have read scarcely
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any thing, and are incapable of joining
In gencral conversation;”” nor have min-
gled with intelligent society,~taking
the place of others who have *¢ a happy
method of imparting instruction,”

Mr Daval is oppesed to grants to see-
tarian ipstitutions. Hesnys: ¢ While
sums have been voted for aiding the eree-
tion of denominational and other school
buildings, the nermal school has had to
assemble in some unoccupied building,
tiat the proprictor may chooseto let for
the purpose.”” He recommends ¢ the
erection of creditable and spacious pre-
mises, in a populous and central neigh-
bourhood . . , that we shall refer
to with satisfaction.’””  Mr Duval urges
the necessity of teaching the resources
gf the country wish practical agrieul-

ure.

Renicross Epvearion.—¢ That the
Bible should be excluded from schools,
is what none should demand, or, if the
demand were raised, should never be

submitted to. . . . . Protestants
have a right, if they pleaso, to have their
ohildren taught from the sacred scrip-
tures: but they have noright to force
the reeding of them, ox any particular
version of them, on Catholic ehildren,—
It would be tyranny in €atholics to pro-
hibit the wse of the Bible to Protestants;
and it would be tyranny in Protestants
to force it on Catholies.” This we hold
to be a just view of the matter. MrDu-
val very justly condemms separate com-
mon sehools. He says that ¢ men who
should be brethren, would grow up to
be strangers to each other, and religious
differences would be widened and per-
petuated.™

With regard to the assessment princi-
ple, he says: ¢ All legislation withous
it will be defective and unsatisfactory.”

Such isa brief synopsis of this valua-
ble.publication. There are other mat-
ters contained therein which we may
turn to in future.

NEW BRUNSWICK SCHOOL BILL OF 1858.

. Tre following 13 the substance of the
Bill for the better encouragement of Pa-
nish Schools : now [Mareh 24th] on its
pussage through the Legislature.

Boarp.—The governor and council
with the chief superintendent, is to con-
stitute a provincial board of education.
‘I'he salary of the chief superintendent
to be £300 per annum, exclusive of tra-
velling expenses and contingencies of of-
fice, which will in all probability swell
the amonnt to £500. A clerk is to be
appointed with a salary of £150.

There are to be four inspectors for the
province in place of fourteen, one for
cach county, as under the last law ; each
inspector to have a salary of £250 per
annum—making one thousand pounds for
school inspection. The training and
model systems to be continued as before.
The board ¢¢ to make regulations for the
organization, povernment and discipline
of parish schools, and the examination,
classification, and mode of licensing
teachers, and the mode of certifying the
time taught, and paying them.’

The board to appoint examinere of
teachers, hear appeals, prescribe duties

of inspectors, apportion the legislative
grants for sehools among the different
parishes, and ¢* provide for the establish-
ment, regulation, and government of
school libraries, and the selection of
books to be used therein ; butno works
of a licentious, vicious or immoral ten-
dency, or hostile to the Christian reli-
gion, or works on controvesial theology
shall be admitted.”

The board has also the power to make
school-house regulations ; apply all mo-
nies arising from thesaleofbooks, maps,
ete., in procuring cther books, etc.,and
appoint persons to scll the same under
their directions ; and divide the city of
Saint John into two parishes for school
purposes.

¢¢ The SupERINTENDENT shall have a
general supervision ard direction of the
inspectors, the traiuing and model
schools, and the parish schools, subject
to the order of the board of education.
He is empowered to enforce the regula-
tions made by the board ; collect infor-
mation on education ; hold public meet-
ings on the subject of education ; give
instructions to officers connected with
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the gchools, and to teacherss establish
school libraries; provide plans for school-
houses; send for books, maps, etc., when
vequired.  The superintendent uhall
snoually prepare a report, setting forth
the condition of the sehools and libra-
ries, and showing the amount of monies
paid, with sueh suggestions as he may
decm necossary.’”’

Turee Trostees shail be annually
clected at the same time and in the same
manner as other town and parish officers,
whose duties ghall be to luy off school
districts ; agree with inhabitants in &
lecting a teacher ; suspend or displace
any teacher for incapacity or immoral
conduet ;—the teacher having the
privilege of 2ppealing to the board.

¢ They,”" the trustees, ¢ shall imme
diately after notifying the engagement
of a teacher, ard anaually thereafter,call
2 meeting of the rate-payers of the dis-
trict, for the purpose of eleeting a sehool
comumittee, to consist of three persouns,
giving seven days notice, to be posted on
the school house, specifying the time.
placs, and objeet of such meeting. The
trustees shall wisit the scheols once a
wear, and apportion any moneys which
may be raised by assessment, among the
school distriets in their vespective par-
ishes,

AssessuENT.—The teacher in any dis-
drict or parish, whose inhabitants may
assess themselves to pay the local salary
of the teacher, shall be allowed tem per
cent. over the usual government allow-
anee.

Couxirree.—The rate payers of every
schoo} district shall at the meeting cal-
led by the trustees as aforesaid. elect
three persons. who shall constitute a
school committee fur the respective dis-
¢rict, who shall continuein office for one
year. The committeeasaforesaid, shall
have charge of the school house,grouunds,
appurtenances, etc., call meetings of the
inhabitauts for the purpose of providing
a school hause, books, maps, libraries,
ete., and acmit free scholars.

Teacuers.~—The teachers, male and fe-
male, shall be divided into three classes,
who are to receive the same salaries,and
teach the same subjects as under the last
daw. Females to teach, along with
ather branches, common needlework.

The teachers are to incnleate the mo-
ral virbues among their pupils; but no
upit shall be reguired to study in or
row any religious book, or join in any
act of devotion, objected to by his pa-
rents or guardians.
Kach parish may have a superior
school by raising £70, when the pro-
vince will pay £50 towards such school.

Scroor Lisrarres.—T he province will
pay o sum, not exceeding five pounds
per annum, to any district that will
raise double the amount in aid of a io-
cal library.

Then follow the fegulations as to
how the assessment principle is to be
managed.

There are to be three teachers con-
nected with the training and model
schools— two males cnd one female,
whose salaries the bill does not fix; but
it is not likely the salaries will be less
than under o former bill, which amount-
ed in the aggregate to £310 per apnuin.

Sueh is a brief synopsis of another
New Branswick school bill. Every bill
on this subject teaches the necessity of
the public mind bheing made acquainted
with the requirements of the country.
Here is another bill, touehing the best
moral and secular interests of the peo-
ple, and in the execution of the provis-
ioms of which they have to play an im
portant part, —purchase land, build
school houses, elect trustees and commats
tees, both-of whom have responsible du-
ties to perform without receiving ome
fraction for their labour. Bus it will be
gaid they get so many pounds from the
revenues of the country inaid of schools,
which is very trae: but it igonly a por-
tion of their own money—a portion of
what they have paid into the revenues
of the country for this very purpose; s¢
it is their own money after all. It will
be observed by this bill that the trustees
and people, who have nota day to spend
without remaneration, do not get & sin-
gle farthing for their trouble, while
231,800 per aanum are to bedrawn from
the revenues of the country and distri-
buted among other officials, over whose
conduet the people or parish school offi-
cers have no control..—However, it is
the act of the provincial parliament,
and must be submitted to, no matter
how shsurd.
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On the authority of the Attorney Ge-
meral, the inspection of schools.cost the
province in 1857 the sum of £1,300;

undert he bill of thet year there wold

inspectors—onc for each county—rwhile
under this bill the cost of inspection will
be £1000 ; and it must be obvious to
any one at all acguainted with the du-
ties, and extent of country to traverse,
that thesum is toosmall : after expenses
are paid the reeipient of £250 will have
little left. Hence, it will unly be a waste
of money, without producing any geod
results to the provinee. The Lillin fact,
to use the language of the Surveyor Ge-
neral, ¢ was indeed substantially the
same as the former—there was no radi-
cal change.’” But we differ with bis
honor when he says, ¢ there was no room
for any”’ change; for there was room :
and there is room for change from this
bill also. It eertainly luoks like a waste
of money to spend £500 in legislating
for edueation without making one prac-
tieal improvement.

The section of the bill providiag for
the establishment of superior schools in
the province, by the inhabitants raising
£70, and the province paying £50, is
practically putting a veto on their estab-
lishment, except in wealthy communi-
ties.

If this bill had authorised the trustces
to examine and inspect the sehools, and
given them twenty-shillings per aprum
for tho examination of eaech school, in
place of paying eight hundred pounds per
anaum to others for doing no commen-
surate good,—for it is the old eystem
over again, only worse, if possible,—
some good might bave resulted—Dbesides
two or three hundred pounds saved ;—
and the people would have been encour-
aged to take an active part in the mat-
ter.

Large sums are annually bestowed on
the higher institutions of education.
without the government pretending to
appeiat superintendents and inspectors,
10 govern, examine, or report on them ;
but when action is to be taken on the
ecommon schools, a lot of officials must
be appointed to reeceive all the money,
while the people have to do the work,
and incur the expenses.

‘We firmly believe the common schools
will never assume & proper standard of
usefulness, until the people, for whose
special benefit they are instituted, take

a more lively interest in their behalf,
whieh it is doubtful they will ever do,
until they ubtain eontrol of them, with
the offices and emoluments attached
thereto.

Female teachers are to be allowed, as
heretufere, to give their female pupils
instructiva in common necdle-work.—
We hope the inspectors to be appointed
will be fully competent for the task of
examination. The inspcetors under a
furmer Jaw have been very remiss in this
respect—they heve failed to make uny
report as to the improvement being mnade
an this department of parish school in-
struction, whick very probably arcse
out of theiz igonuranee of the work.—
This is too bad : men appointed to an
office whe axe ignorans of its duties.

If this system is to be continued, we
suggest the propriety of allowing every
male teacher tu give the boys uader his
charge daily lessous in making axe-han-
dles.” We presume no person in this
country, who has ever east o glance at
the state of our furests, or fels the ne-
eessity of o good winter's fire, but wiil
see the reasouablenes of this suggestion.

Under the Jaw now about expired.
twenty-five per cent. wasallowed to such
districts or parishes as would adopt the
assessment principle ; by the law under
teview, only ten per cent. is allowed.—
This 18 legislating backwards—this is
worse and more of it ; still the prineiple
appears popular with the legislature.

Another very remarkable feature in
the bill is, it d¢oes not even onee nome
either God or the Bible; and 1t also
states that mo ¢ works on controversiat
theology shall ke admitted’” into our
schools. Now it is well known that alk
the works put together, has not given
rise to 8o much *‘controversial theology’”
as the Bible. 1t is the theolegy of the
Bible that the world has beer fighting
about ever sinco a Bible was given to
man. And after all, it is the teaching
of this theology that is elevating all
departments of society, as far as its in-
fiuence is felt; and asnations and eoun-
tries appzosimate their acts to this stand-
ard, so do they become enlightened and
civilized. This bill, we are informed,
has been mueh oaltered in its passage
through the legislature, with respect to
the introduetios of the sacred seriptures
as a school book ; but it 2s somewhat as-
tonishing that any govesnment ,—we do
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an refer to the present government ntoro
than firmer ones,—boasting of free in-
stitutions, end its morality, should at-
tempt to enact o law for the regulation
of its vdueational ins “tutions, without
naming the fountain nead—the Bible—
of all just legislation on the subject.—
Yet, notwithstanding the absence of any
mention of the Bi' .e'in the original bill,
toachers are required ¢“to impress on
she minds of the children undor their
care, the prineiples of Christianity, mo-
rality, ete. Theword Christianity, like
that of educativn, takes o great latitude
of aceeptations at the present time,—so
much so, that haters of Bible truth are
as often ealled Christians as those who
are the most devoted followers of its
truths ; which may be for aught we
know the kind of Christianity the school
bill eontemplates being taught in our
schools.

If the bill jmposed upon teachers,
where parents do not forbid it, the ne-
cessity of teaching the principles of
Christianity and morality, as contained
in the Bible, then the bill woeuld be
perfectly intelligib.e. Iowever, we are

informed that the good sanse of the le-
gislature has introduced such amend-
ments in this respeot as to make the bill
more satisfuetory to all parties.

We intend to afford eur renders an
opportunity of reading it for themselves
as goon as it comes to hand m itsamend-
ed form.

Norr.—Sinee writing the foregoing,
we have understoud the two fullowing
amendments have been made to the
school bill,—tho latter slightly altered .

¢ "I'hat the buard of education shall,
by regulations, secure to all children,
whose parent3 and guardiaos do not ob-
jeet to 1t, thereading of the Bible in the
parish schools.” .

Also,—** The portions of the serip-
tures to be read to the Roman Catholic
pupils in the parish schools, in this pro-
vince, shall be read from the Douay
Bible, and must be read without com-
ment.”’

It is aleo said that a motion 18 likely
to be earried through the legislature,pro-
viding for the payment of trustees.

SCHOOL DEFECTS.

BY ALONZO POTTER, D. D.

WANT OF INTEREST ON THE PART
OF PARENTS, ETC.

¢¢ Tars is doubtless the sorest evil with
which we arc called to contend, iadif-
ference and neglect on the part of those
who ought to feel the most lively con-
cern for the welfare of our Schools, can-
not fail to ehill the zeal of 21l other per-
gons. Neither teacher-, nor scholars,
nor trustees, can be expected to labour
with ardour and pescrverance, when
they find no sympathy where they have
the best right to expeet it. This apa-
thy manifests itself in many ways : in
the prefercnce which is so frequently
g'ven to the pooresi teachers, provided
only that they ave the cheapest; in per-
nitting children to be irregular in their
attendance, n tho neglect of parents t2
wisit the school, that they may know
whether the teacher understands his
-duty and discharges it ; in omitting
such examination of the children at
bomo as will animate them to greater

diligence, and, at the same time, reveal
the teue degree of their proficiency ; in
allowing the schoole to be closed for a
large part of each year ; in opposing
every plan which involves an increase
of expence or cfficiency ; and finally in
encouraging a contentious spirit among
the employers, and a want of respect
towards the teacher. It wouldseem, at
first, as if no man could have the least
sense of the importance of schools, or of
his duty towards them, who gives his
countenance to any one of these practi-
ces, Charity however, requiresus fo
admit, that in some cases, this may be
owing to ignorance, or ineconsideration.
Allpersons do not know that schools
may, in some cases, be useless,—in
others, a positive nuisance. They uvsual-
ly feel that education is very desirable,
and, in the present state of the world,
even necessary. They bave bhuilt a
schoolhbouse, provided 1t with a teacher,
supplied their children with books, and
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enjoined their attendance; and it never
occurs to many of them, that more cun
be necessary.  When they propose to
raise o crop of good marketatlo wheat,
they are very careful to get the best
seed, to see that the ground is carefully
prepaved to receive it. to have it deposit-
ed after the most approved manner, and
to guard the young plant, at every
stage of its growth, against nuxious
animals and every hostile influence.
They trust no workman, who is unac-
quamnted with his business, and omit
no precantion which can secure them
against loss or injury. 1t is not possible
that these men would refuse to apply
thesame care to the training of their
children, if they felc it to be necessary.
They do not feel this. They say that
their children are at school, and that
they intend to keep them there. They
have yei to lenrn that all this may be
without benefit ; that morally they may
become worse at school ; that even
their intellectual tastes and habits may
degencrate, and their prospects in life
only be shrouded in deeper gloora.

What, then, isthe remedy for this evil.
It must be found, in a full and free
discussion, beforetl ¢ people, of the claims
of common school: . Every means must
be invoked by w' ich, on other subjects,
men are enlightcaed and aroused.  The
press must be made to speak : not that
portion of it only which 1s especially
devoted to schools, but the daily and
weekly press; also the magazine and
the review. Meetings must be conven-
cd m every town and neighbourhood, at
which those who have hearts to feel and
winds to comprehend the vastness of
this theme, may give utterance to their
conviction.  Ariangements must be
made, to have these meetings recur fre-
quently, and to secure the presence of
those whose opinions command respect
and attention. Every individual who
appreciates at all the magnitude of the
subject, must endeavour to fill his mind
with impressive facts and arguments,
and as he goes abroad, scatter the good
seed by the way side in the field, at the
market place, and in the shop. Each
one must remember that he can do some-
thing for this good work, and that
what he can d, he is bound to do. Es-
peeially, in his own district or town,
ought each one to give his whole influ-

once towards the diffusion of sound
views, and the introduction of a wiser
and more liberal policy.

‘The business of education is essential-
ly progressive It consists of a scries of
processes, the later always depending
upon the eurlicr, and requiring, there-
fore, to be conducted, within certain
limits, on the same principles, and by
the came methods. But, in the pre-
sent state of our schools, hardly any
two teachers have the same methods.
o opportunity is afforded the one who
succceds to become nequainted with the
state of the school, and with the me-
thods of his predecessor, by actual obser-
vation. The one has gone before the
other arrives. He enters the school, o
stranger to the children and to their pa-
rents, unacquainted with the relative
propensity and aptitude of thedifferent
scholars, ignorant of the course which
was purgued by former teachers, and
with the prospeet, probably, of retiring
himself, at the end of three or four
months. 18 iz not evident, that the pro-
gress of the school must be arrested,
until he can learn his position. As
cach together is apt to be tenacious of
of his own system, 18 it not also evident
that after having arrested the work
which his predecessor began, he will in
many cases, proceed to undo it ? Thus
the children will often spend the whole
of his stay, in retracing their studics
in a new hook, or according to a new
method. There will be movement, but
no progress.

The effect on the teacher, must be
equally bad. This practice makes him,
in truth, little better than a vagraat.—
He can have no fixed residence, since the
period for which he engages is never
over a year, and rarely over four months;
and even in these cases, it is liable to be
curtailed by the caprice of s employ-
ers, or the arhitrary interference of the
trustees. Ie, of course, cannot marry.

He has little ambition to form a cha~
racter; his employment occupies with-~
out improving him ; and, in most cases,
he either hastens to leave it, or becomes
a contented but useless drone. Can we
wonder that there are few good teachers
under such a system ?”’

The evils here complained of by the
Doctor are very prevalent in the lower
colonies of British America, and call for
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immediate remedy. It is needless to
trust to governments for an improve-
ment in oar school system, without the
people—the parties immediately inte.-
eeted, lay hold of it, and become aroused
from their apnthy.

In further review of th: evils existing
in the States, and which are cqually pre-
valent in these colomes, the learned
Docior says, that ¢ parents object, one
to this, another to that. ¢My child,’
says one, ¢ must learn nothing but cy-
phering and writing.” ¢ Mine,’ says
another, ¢ must not learn grammar.’

¢« As to books. ¢ Parenis will not get
them,’ say the teachers.

¢+ Every teacher must have new
books,” say the parents. Insome cases,

two or three different systems are taught
" in the same schools, for ocne or both of
these reasons.”’

The evils of such o system is obvious.
1t tends, in the first place, to multiply
classes to such an extent, that the whole
time of the teacher is friftered away in
listening to hurried recitations. No
opportunity is allowed for explanations
and illustrations, nor any for awaken-
ing and disciplining the mind of the pu-
pil, by a searching and skillful exam-
nation,which will reveal the true amount
of his knowledge, and the process by
which he acquires it. The pupil’s ef-
forts are soon reduced to the mere act
of remembering, and the teacher’s to
that of hearing him repeat by rote.—
Second. It operates oppressively on the
teacher, if he purchases all the different
text-books which he may be called to

teach in different schools; and if ho doe3
not purchase them, he is unable to pre-
pare himself on the different lessons be-
fore ho hears them recited. Third. Tt
prevents the introduction of the system
of simultaneous recitation, which has
been proved so beneficial in other coun-
tries, and in some parts of our own.—
Fourth. The stimulating effect which
a large class exerts upon each member
of it, not only when reciting, but also
when studying. by reminding him con-
stantly thut many besides himself ars
engoaged, ut the same time, on the same
lesson, and that he will soon be required
tc appear in their presence, and to be
measured by as well as with them : all
this is lost where classesare so subdivid-
ed. Fifth, 1t adds seriously to the cost
of education ; not only as it protracts
the period required to mnake u child mas-
ter of u study, but also as it increases
the expense for text books. Instead of
being worn out, they are soon cast a-
side to make room for new ones.” . .

The ¢ diversity of text hooks, though
the source, at present, of unmixed evil,
has grown up naturally and insensibly.
and is not, therefore, to be charged asa
crime on any party. . . .

It is also to be considered that the
constant change of teachers has added
much to this evil ; it being the interest
of a new teacher on the ono hand, to
mtroduce such books as he has been used
to, and of parents, on the other, to pre-
vent an unnecessary sacrifice of their

property.>’

WHAT ARE OUR COLLEGES AND ACADE-
MIES DOING FOR THE COUNTRY?

Is a question of some importance to
the mhabitants of these colonies. Nova
Scotia is paying annually large sums of
mouey in 2id of sectarian institutions of
this nature—sums far beyond her meguns;
and every year new applications are be-
ing made for additional sums to colleges,
academies and high schools of a sectari-
an character, swelling the amount to
nearly three thousand pounds per an-
num.

New Brunswick pays annually to
King s College, considered Episcopalian,

£2.600; £600 to the Sackville acade-
mies, Methodist ; £825 to high schools
belonging to the Roman Catholics; and
£250 to the Baptist academy ; swelling
the amount annuslly paid to sectarian
institutions of education, to £4,275.—
"This sum would, along with the usual
local subscriptions, endow two hundred

arish schools, and afford education to
4,000 children, annually ; while at pre-
sent it does not educate, even partially,
over 500 students. The Preshyterianl
of New Brunswick will shortly cals



58

.

for a similar sum to that awarded to
the other religious denominations,—
which will increase tho sum to about
£5,000 per annum. The sooner we
erase these grants from the records of
the province the better, and bestow the
amount in aid of common schools; and
erect, in some central part of the pro-
vinee, a university, where the youth of
all denominations may cater, and there
ohtain a shereugh collegiate education,
—an education niting them for the high-
est requirements of the country, so tnat
they may compete in the educational
ranks with those of other countries.—
Such an mstitution would be a desid-
eratum, and an honour to the province.
Let Nova Scutin do the sam2, and the
sooner the better.  We shou.d like to
see these two 1mportaut colonies unite
in the erection and enlowment of an
educational institution of a high ovder,
with a proper staff of professors, where
the youth of both provinees could draw
from the deepest fountains of knowledge.
We arc aware of the difficulty of with-
drawing these grants; the principle once
established and acted upon, scems to he
cluog to by the public as a right held
by poussession,—each denominatien ar-
guing that they have erected their edu-
cational institutions with the view to
legislative aid, and now to withdraw
that support would amount to a breach
of faith, and tke destruction of the in-
stitutions.

Notwithstanding, however, these oft
repeated assertions 1 proof of o contin-
uation of these grants, we deem it suffi-
ciently obvious that denominations, as
such, have no claun to public moueys
for sectarian purpuses ; if so, the Mor-
mons, aod all other infidel seets who
may hereafter establish themselves in the
country. have a right to similar support
in aid of educational institutions.  We
firmly leiieve it the duty of the culonies,
aslong as they have nnlettered people
in their midst, which they bave in no
small numbers, to devote whal means
they can spare in rendering the common
schools eflicient, useful, and free for all.

What une of a thousand can answer
the quistion, as to the amount of good
derived by the public from the coileges
and academies of the provinces. IBut
one thing we do know,—that most all
the vseful men of the country have ob-
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tained their education at the common
schools; and the state of theseschools,
~—the number in each county, the num-
ber of pupils in attendance, the subjects
taught, with the number learning each
subject, along with their general merits
and demerits, we have an opportunity
of knowing something. We know also
that there are boards of education, in-
spectors and trastees appointed to exa-
mine them, and report their state. But
what government, or who enquires into
the state of the culleges and acadewies?
None.

"The fegislatures go on year after year
making exiravagant appropriations of
money, without ¢ver appointing trus-
tees, or & commission to cxamine these
institutions and sce that the moneys
thus expended are producing a coumen-
surate amount of’ good.

1t is generally believed that much of
the education obtamned at the academies
of these colonies is of a very superficial
nature—not even as substantial as that
obtamed at meny of the first class par-
ish schools. This deficiency may not be
attributable entirely to the professors;
but more particularly to the limited and
irregular attendance of students at the
institutions. It is not uncomwmon by
any means to meet with young people
who have attended one of these higher
schovls for three months; begun the
study of half'a dozen subjects, without
understanding any one of them; spent
their parent’s money and their own pre-
cious time ; and rcturn tu therr homes
without having acquired cither edaca-
tion or useful knowledgs. These two
kinds of education, however, they scl-
dom fail to acquire, which consists of
acung luolishly and talking nunsense,
and which results generally 1n a deter:
oration of mural character.

Weshall conclude our remarks on this
suhject fur the present, by quuting Jane
Laylor’s description of the accomplish-
ments of a young lady, who, un her re-
turn from school, exclaimed : < Well!
my education isat last fimshed , indeed,
it would be strange if, after five year’s
hard application, anythmg were left
incomplete. Iappily, that isal Jover
now, and I have nothing to do but to
exereise my various accomplishinents.

Let me sce!  As to Freack,Tam nis-
tress of that, and speak it, if possible,
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with more fluency than English. Italian
I canread with ease, and pronounce very
well—as well, at least, and better, than
any of my friends; aud that isall one
need wish for in Italian. Music 1 have
learned till I am perfectly sick of it;
but, now that we have a grand piano, it
will be delightful to play when we have
company. I must still continue to prac-
tice & little ; the only thing, T think,
that I need now improve myself in.—
And then there are my Italian songs,
which every body allows I sing with
taste ; and as it s what so few people
can pretend to, Iam particularly glad
that I can.

My. drawings are universally admired,
especially the shells and flowers, which
are beautiful, certainly ; besides which

- 1 have a decided taste” in all kinds of
faney ornaments.
. And then my dancing and wallzing!
in which our master himself owned that
he could take me no furiher ! just the

figure for it, certainly ; it would be un-
pardonable if T did not excel.

As to commwon things—geography,

andhistory, and poetry, and phailoso-
phy—thank my stars I have got through
them all! sv that I may cunsider my-
self’ not only perfectly acevmplished, but
also thoroughly well informed.

Well, to bewsure, how much I have
fagged through; the only wonder is,
that one head can contain it all.”

This picture of a young lady’s educa-
tion, given by herself, is Leautifully
contrasted by Mrs Taylor with that of &
¢ silver-headed snge.” who after drink-
ing copionsly at the purest fountains of
earthly knowledge, exclaimed : ¢ Alas!
how narrow is the utimust extent of hu-
man knowledge !— how circomseribed
the spliere of intellectual exertion!—y
‘What folly in man to glory in his con-
tracted powers, or to value himself upon
his imperfect acquisitions.”

ACADIAN GEOGRAPHY.

NWOV.A SCOTIA.

SECTION FIRST.

Acabpia, or New France, was the an-
cient nawe given to the three British
Colonies,—Nova Scotia, New Brunswick
and Prince Edvward Island.

The Province of Nova Scotia, includ-
ing Cape Breton, is included in the ge-
neral government of British North Am-
crica, and is situated between 43 © 26
and 47 © 4" north latitude, and 39 ° 37’
and 66 ° 23" west longitude. This pro-
vince forms a peninsula, and 18 bounded
on the north wesi by New Brunswick,
Chignecto, and Bay-of Fundy, on the
south and svuth east by the Atlantic
ocean, and north easterly by the gulf of
Saint Lawrence and Straits of Northum-
berland.

1t has a seabuard of 900 miles, esclu-
sive of the indentations of the coast, and
contains an area of 12,000,000 acres, and
a population of 300,000 inkabitants.

Bays axp Ilarpovrs.—The Bay of
Fundy, an inlet of the Atlantic ocean,
is situated between Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, and is 180 miles in length,

and varies in breadth from 30 to 70
miles. The tides of this lay, from ita
lfmll mouthed shape, rises from 20 to 70
ect.

Chignecto Channel and Cumberland
basin, form o continzation of the Bay
of Fupdy, and are hounded by New
Drunswick on the north west, and south
easterly by Nova Seotia.

Minas channel and basin, and Cobe-
quid bay, form an casterly arm «f the
Bay of Fundy,—estends 80 miles into
Nova Seotia, and varies in breadth from
2 to 15 miles.

Saint Mary’s bay is situated on the
western part of Nova Seotia, arnd is 35
miles in length dy an average of five in
breadsh, and is divided from the Bay of
Fundy by Long Island aud Digby Neck.

The principal harbours and nays lying
between Saint Mary's bay and lalifax
harbour arc, Abuptie, Barrington, Shel-
burn, Liverpool, Purt Medway, and Lu-
nenburg harbours, and Mahone and Mar-
garet’s baye—all fucing the Atlantic
ocean.



Go

THE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

Halifax harbour, formerly called Che-
bucto bay, is situated ncar the centre of
the Atlautic coast of Nova Seotia, in
latitude 44° 30° north, longitude 63°
38’ west., ‘This harbour is free from ice
at all seasone of the year, and is capable
of affording shelter and safe anchorage
to & national navy.

The harbours of note lying between
Halifax and Chedabucto bay, areJedore,
Ship, Spry, Sheet, Beaver, Liscomb,
Country, Tor bay, Whitehaven, and
Canso.

Chedabucto bay, within which is Mil-
ford harbour, is a spacious sheet of wa-
ter, facing the Atlantic ocean.

The strait of Canso is 15 miles long
by one milein width.

Saint George’s bay is situated on the
north west side of the province.and faces
the straits of Northumberland. This
bay, along with the straits of Canso and
Chedabucto bay, divides Nova Scotia
proper from the island of Cape Breton.

‘The straits of Northumberland divides
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick from
Prince Edward Island. Merigomish,
Pictou, Tatmagouche, Pugwash, and
Bay Vert are good harbours, and are
situated on Northumberland straits, be-
tween Saint George’s bay and the pro-
vince of Brunswick.

The most notable bays and harbours
of the island of Cape Breton, are Samt
Peter’s, Gabarus, Mira, and Cow bays,
Sydney harbour, Great Bras ’d Or (pro-
nounced Bra-dore), Saint Aon’s, und
Aspy bays, on the Atlantic. ‘Luere are
no baysor harbours of note on the north
west side of Cape Breton.

These ship harbours,along with others
of less note, and numerous islands along
the coast, render Nova Scotia one of the
best maratime countries in America.

Crivate.—The climate of a country,
which means the prevailing character of
the weather, is subject to numerous in-
fluences. A flat country, even, in the
same latitude, is warmer than a high

mountainoutrict ; and if dsisthe prevail-
ing winds be from the south west an ad-
ditional degree of warmth will be im-
parted to the atmosphere. The situa-
ation of a country near large sheets of
water whose currents flow from a warm
quarter, and the clearing of forests, have
a molifying influcnce upon climate.

Nova Scotia, besides possessing these
advantages to a high degree, is situated
near the centre of the temperate zone;
and has an extrems of cold, below zero,
of 24° ; extreme of heat in ihe shade,
067, and ineau temperature for the
year of 44 ©—TFahrenheit’s thermome-
ter. The average length of summer is
seven months.

Faru Propvcers.—Wheat, oate, bar-
ley, rye, Indian corn, potatoes, turnips,
apples, cherries, plums, garden vegeta-
bles, ete.

Exrorrs.—Inaddition to the shipment
of large quantities of farm products,
Nova Scotia exports ships, coal, plaster,
lime, grind-stones, lumber, fish, ete.

QUESTIONS.

To what government does Nova Scotia be-
long? How bounded, situsted, and of what
dimensions, and arca ?

Bay of Fundy,—How bounded, and of what
dimensions ; and of what doces its extensions
consist, and how bounded ? Minas chaunnel,
etc., How bounded and of what dimensions ?
Saint Mary’s bay,—Where situated and of
what dimensions? What are tho principal
bays and harbours from Saint Marys bay to
Chedabucto bay ?—name them. Describe
the Straits of Canso, and Saint George’s bay ?
How is Nova Scotia proper divided from Capo
Breton '*  The Straits of Northumberland,—
how bounded ? Name the harbourslying be-
tween Saint George's bay and the New Bruns-
wick boundary ? and also the situation of the
harbours of Cape Breton ?

Clisate.—How influenced ! Describe the
climate of Nova Seotia ; and also the farm
products, and exports.

* Cape Breton was under & scparate gov-
ernment, but was finally united to Nova Sco-
tin in 1820.

[To be continued,

'WEW BRUNSWICK.

SECTION FIRST.

Tais provinee is included under the
general government of British North
America, and is situated between 45°
and 48> 20 north latitude, and Dbe-

tween 64 © and 672 30’ west longitude.
Its length is 190 miles, and breadth 150
miles. it lies nearly in the form of a
rectangie, and is bounded on the south
cast by the bays of Fundy, Chiguecto and
Cumberland, and Nova Scotix; on the
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west by Maine, one of the states of the
Auwerican Union ; north west by Canada
and the Bay Chaleur; and on the east
by the Galf of Saint Lawrence and Nor-
thumberland straits. Its area is 32,000
square miles,~population, 220,000.

Bavs. —The bays of Fundy, Chignec-
to and Cumberland, are situated on the
south east of New Brunswick, and are
described under the head of Nova Scotia.
Passamaguady and Maces bays, are off-
sets from the spacious Bay of Fundy;
the former divides the state of Maine
from New Brunswick ; the latter is sit-
uated 30 miles east of Passamaquody
bay.

. New Brunswick bas a tract of 150
nules on the Bay of Fundy,and awso 150
on the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and Nor-
thuwberland straits, exdlusive of the
indentations of the coast. The prinei-
pal bays fronting on the Straits of Nor-
thumberland, are :—

Bay Verte, a spacious sheet of water,
situated between Nova Scotia and Hew
Brunswick. Shediac bay, lies 40 miles
northerly of Bay Verl, and is a good
harbourand railway terminus. Ceczigne
harhour is eight miles northerly of She-
diac, and Buctouche five miles northerly
of Cocaigne.

Richibucto harbour lies twenty-one
miles northexly of Buctouche,and is deep
and spacions. The Bay Chaleur, ur
Bay of Hearts, lics between the province
of Canada and New Brunswick ; itis80
miles in length, and varies from 11 to
97 1 width, Withm this extensive
sheet of water there are numerous small
offsetts, affording shelwer for ships, and
the whole discharging 1to the Gulf of
Saint Lawrence. There are a number
of smaller harbours fronting on the
Straits of Northumberland, affording
shelter and anchorage for small vessels.

Tsrayps.—Grand Manan, Deer, Cam-
pobello, and the Wolf islands, are situa-
ted in Passamaquoddy bay. Ieriing,

Caraquette, Jakeswedi, Shippegan, and
Miscan islands are situated 1n the Bay
Chaleur.

There are a number of islands ithin
the Miramichi bay, known as Sheldrake,
Fox, Porage, Egg, and Vin islands.

-

The other islands on the coast are, Co-
cagne and Shediae, both of which lie
within the harbours of the sume name.

Cares.—There are but few prominent
projections of the coasts of New Bruns-
wick, except Cape Tormentine, which
forms the northerly entrance to Bay
Vert, and approaches to within ten
miles of Prince Bdward Island.

CrLivaTE.~The climate of this pro-
vince differs but little from that of Nova
Seotia, except that it is somewhat more
cold in the northern section. See des-
cription of Nova Scotia

Farx Propuers,—Wheat, oats, har-
ley, rye, Ind:an corn, petatoes, turnips,
apples and garden vegetables.

Exporrs.—Lumber, timber, ships,
coal, plaster, lime, grindstones, fish, ete.

Civin Divisions oF New Browswick.
—This province is divided into counties
and townships, or parishes—the town-
ships being subdivisions of parishes.—
Each county eclects its representatives
to the House of Assembly; has a shire
town,where the county business is trans-
acted ; a sheriff; and a bench of ma-
gistrates.

QUESTIONS.

To what government does New Brauswick
belong? How bounded ? How situated ;
and of what dimensions 2

Name its bays, islands, cte., and where sit-
usted ?  Of what does its products consist ;
and what are its exports 2

Name the counties and shire towns; the
numbor of parishes, also the number of repro-
sentatives for each county. Name the popu-
Iation and area of the whole province 2

[To be continued.
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] e e g Eom—pauEplss ___l
g Popula g-é"’ '
) . s = 1y 3 il KR Aren..
Counties. S g Shire Towns. bi%g; .n* ﬁ *g in acres.
72 B | AR
York. 121City of Fredexicton.) 17,628 41 2,201.600
Sacbary. 5{Burton. 5,301 2] 782,080
Queens, 10/Gagetown. 10,639; 2/ 961.280 !
* Kings. 9|Kingston. 18,8421 8] 849920 |
Charlotte. 10!Saint Andrews. 19,9381 4! 783,360
Saint John. 5|City of Saint John.| 38,4751 6] 414,720
« Westmorland. 7|Dovehester. 17,814 4| 878,410
Albert. 6| Hopewell. 06,3131 2| 433,560
Kent. S:Richibucto. 11,410 21 1,026,400
Northumberland.[ 10{Newcastle. 15,064, 4 2,280,000
Restigouche. 5{ Dathousie. 4,161 21 1,426,560
Gloucester. 7!Bathurss, 11,704]  2{ 1.037,440
Carleton. 8] Woodstock. 11.108( . 2 700,000
Victoria. 7|Grand Falls. 5,408 2| 2.872,000
193,800] 41
Counties ... 14| 109 290,000 17,677,360
* Population.—By censug, 193,800 ; by estimation, 220,000.

STATISTICS.

Whine we admit that ecducational
atatistics have an obvious value, still it
is equally obvious that something more
is required of those who have the super-
vision of schools, than 1aerely to supply
the public with figures, indicating the
number of schools, teachers, subjects
taught, ctc. The figures given in our
school reports are not always to be de-
pended upon as to the efficiency of the
schools of the country. These reports
do not distinguish besween a good school
and a bad onc. Hence, there is no en-
couragement to superior schools—all
stand on ihe same level. This is not
right,—worth should be appreciated and
accredited, and thos2 teachers who con-
duct their schools best, and the pupils
who make the most satisfactory answers,
should be encouraged by every honour-
able means. By so doing both teachers
and taught would feel as if they were
working to effect some notable end : and
when such an end is gained, others
would envy thewr position, and so move
onward also. The name of the farmer
who has raised and trained a superior
horse — fleet on the racc course,—or

raised superior cattle, sheep, swine, ete.,
is trampeted from one end of the Jand
to the ocher ; but men who are employed
in training the youth—the immortal
minds of the country—are little respect-
ed, and their efforts seldom appreciated.
The teacher who gives special attention
to his calling,—makes tcaching an art.
and applies that art skilfully in the ad-
vancement of his pup:ls; and at the same
time stores his own mind with useful
knowledge, should stand second only to
the minister of the gospel.

NOVA SCOTIA.

W bave not yet had the satisfaction
of seeing the report of the superintend-
ent of schools, for 1857, but have glean-
ed a sutnmary fro.x other sources them-
selves derived from his report, which we
give for the present, and when the report
comes to hand we shall have an oppor-
tunity of giving our readers a more full
account of the state of the district schools
of this province.

By comparing Dr Forrester’s report
of 1857, with Mr Dawson's report of
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1852, the state of parisk school educa-
tion in this provinee does not seem to be
in & very prosperous condition.
In 1852 there were, in winter, 31,901
in summer, 33,0624
In 1857 in winter, 31,6206
in summer, 37,087
which shows a fulling off in school at-
tendance of 275 in winter, and only an
increase in five years of 3,463 in sum-
mer.  During this time tbe population
must have increased 30,000 over that of
1851, when the census was taken, which
would bring the population to 300,000.
Hence, Nova Scotiz only sends one in
nimne of her population to school.

The sum paid for education :~-

In 1852, by the province,—£11,995
by the inhabitants,— 26,851

In 1857, by the province,— 13,379
hy the inhabitants,— 32.055

The cost of each pupil at the parish
and grammar schools, is 12s. 104d. per
annum, of which 8s. 73d. is paid by the
people, and 4s. 3d. by the province.—
The number of schools in 1852 was 950,
in 1857 there wore 905.

The number of grammar schools have
only increased one in this time,while the
pupils have increased 400. In support
of these schonls the province pays £800,
and the inhabitants £2,400, per annum.

The attendance at the normal school
in 1857, was 23 males, and 41 females ;
125 pupil teachers have graduated since
the commencement of the school in 1855,
89 of whom are teaching in the pro-
vinee.

The avernge attendance at the model
school in 1857, was 165.

TLe number of male teachers through-
out the provinee was, in 1857, 655 ; and
250 females.

The normal and model schools are in
a very cfficient state ; but the remune-
ration to teachers is too small. The
schools of a country will not flourish,

while the standard of the teacher's fees
is so very low.

The learned superintendent entertaing
the most enlightened views on thesub-
ject of education, both as to its moral
and intellectual bearing.  On the sub-
ject of direct assessment for schools, Dr
Forrester very justly says, that he ap-
proves of the principle :—

1st. Because it appears to me to he
the view most fully accordant with- the
principles of justice and equity.

2nd. Because it breathes the spirit
of purest philunthrophy and patriotism.

3rd. Because it is strikingly in ac-
cordance with the true' principles and
ends of civil government.

4th. Because 1% is most economical.

5th. Because it gencrates in those
educated under its auspiees a spirit of
self-reliance and industry.

Gth. Becauso it is best fitted to keep
alive and extend the deepest interest in
the whole matter ofeducation.

7ih.  Becaunse it 1s most advanta-
geous to the Teacher, and cannot fail to
mpart dignity and importance to his
office.

8th. Because it makes the best pro-
vision and furnishes the strongest in-
ducement for the education of cvery
youth in every school section of the
land.

Oth. Because it will eclevate the
quality as well as most effectually secure
the adequate quanity.

10th. Because it is 1 perfect keep-
ing with the greatest practical principles
of our common Ohristianity.

1ith. Because it has been proved for
200 years and nobly stood the test.

12th. Because wherever it has been
faithfully and honestly tried, it has re-
ceived the cordial support of the most
enhghtened and benevolent of the com-
munity—and the people themselves have
courted its continuance rather than its
removal.

SHORT PARAGRAPHS.

SacrviLLe Acapexy, Mount Allison,
N. B., has obtained legislative autho-
1ity te coufer degrees on its students.

0

Acapia CorLieGe, Nova Scotia, i un-
der heavy pecuniary embarrassments :

and the Baptist bodies of the lower col-
onies, tu whom the netitution Lelongs,
are about to make & special effort in its
behalf.  This wstitution has long held
a prominent position among the literary
institutions of Nova Scotia. It has been
found very useful in swelling the edu-
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cational ranks, and in the dissemination
of moral and intellectual cultare among
the youth of the land. We hope at no
distant day it will be placed on a more
sure footing.
() e e

Kine’s CoLLEGE, Fredericton, N. B,.—
The legislative grant to this institution
is to ceasc on thefirst of November next,
and the amount annually paid is to be
depogited m a fund for the purpose, it is
said, of cndowing a provincial univer-
sity, to be erected in some central part
of the province.

0

A SeExnsIBLE SPEECH.—Mx McAdam, in
the New Branswick Legislature, said,
he was as strong an advocate for educa-
tion us any man in the house: but he
thought it was a poor foundation on
which to build a system of education, to
establish colleges before proper provision
was made for common sckools. The col-
lege at Fredericton had a fair trial ; if
29 years was not, he did not know what
would be. He was in favour of a good
system of common school education,
supported by a direct tax, and if a higher
institution could be established that
would meet the reguirements of the
country, be would support it.

T D—

Hox. J. H. Gray, on the discussion
of the New Brunswick school bill, said,
an essential part of the education of
every chnld was the teaching a know-
ledge of his own country, its resources,
history. government, divisions, etc , and
also those of the adjoining colonies.—
The tendancy of the public mind was to
a union of the colonies, and it was right
that the way should bo prepared by giv-
ing the children o knowledge of these
colonies.

0

Tae ArrorNEY GENERAL, New Bruns-
wick, on the discussion of the school
bill, said .~—In 1857, the sum of £27,-
339 1ls. 6d. was appropriated to edu-
cation, including all the educational es-
tablishments. This was in a population
little over 200,000. £21,000 of that
had been used in parish schools alone.
. . . Now,accurding to our popula-
tion, some 32 or 33 thousand children

oughe to he attending the schools; n
1857, he found, by returns now beforo

. aim, that over 29,000 wero receiving in-

struction in 773 schools. . . . As
to the principle of assessinent, he was
sorry ihey could not make it compul-
sory. The country, however, did not
yet appreciate it, and as onc man could
lead » horse to water, and all the world
could not make him drink, so they could
not compel the country to adopt the
system.’?

e

TroyMas WALKER says *¢ it is a great
art in the education of youth to find out
peculiar aptitudes, or, where none ex-
ist, to create inmclinations which may
serve as sulstitutes.  Different minds
are like different soils: some are snited
only to particular cultivation ; others
will admit any thing ; othersadapted to
around of ordinary products ; and a few
are wasted, unless they are reserved for
what is most choice.”’

Special Notises.

——

To CorrespoNpeNTS.—We invite to our
culuiins, brief articles, touching the interests
of education throughout the provinces. All
communications, in order toreceive attention,
must be addressed to the Editor—post paid,—
with the name of the author, which will be
suppressed, if required.  We do not hold our-
selves responsible for the views of correspond-
ents,

0

& We tako the liberty of forwardiong co-
pies of ¢ The Parish ScHool Advocate” to a
number ¢f gentlemen in different sections of
these colonies, and pray that they will do us
tho kindness to put them into the hands of
such persons as will take an interest in obtain-
ing subscribers, and forwarding their subserip-
tiox;s to the Epntror, at Bay Vert, New Bruns-
wick.

_&I)e Parisly School Advorate,

WiLL be published once & month, at the price
of 4d. por singlo number, or 3s. 9d. per an-
num, payable in all cases in advance.

Cruss of five, paying for a year, in advance,
will be supplied for 3s. per copy ; and clubs
of ten will be supplied for 3s. per copy, with
oixebad\litionul copy for the gettor up of the
club.




