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History of S. John's Church
1 hv ( ‘ity <it Moose .law. now (111 Is i vutitainiiig 

some 11MMMI i1111:111il;1111 -. is situated in a <Iji> in tin 
prairie at tin* junelion ot tin* Moose .law anil I’hun- 
iler ( reeks ; these ereeks would naturally lie almost 
<lry for tin* greater part of the year, lint a large 
«lain retains tin* water, and supplies tin* ( anadian 
Pacific Railway, which reached here in |ss:|, with a 
sufficient amount for its large shops.

I In* origin id the name of the city is ohsettre : 
some say that an early traveller. Lord Ihinmore. 
met with an accident to his cart while crossing tin 
creek and used the jawbone ot a moose for repairs : 
others say that the creek in its perambulations south 
id the city has shaped in its hanks the form of a 
moose jaw : tin* traveller's story is difficult to verifv. 
and the moose jaw formation is difficult to see : 
nevertheless tin* city, if lacking in natural lieailtv. 
has a very lieautifnl name.

Moose .law is a railway centre, and owes its life 
and growth to the ('. I’. I!., hut the ( anadian Nor 
them and (Srmnl Trunk Pacific both have stations, 
id sorts, here; tin* Canadian Northern enters from 
the south, and is completing a very conspicuous 
wooden bridge to carry it over the t'.l’.R. tracks into 
the centre of affairs : and the tlraml Trunk Pacific.
apparently endeavoring to pass by uuiioti....I. barelv
touches the city on the north, its very diminutive sta­
tion being hidden in a valley, apparent I v fearful of 
discovery.

M hen. in 1 vsti. the < '.P.R. reached Moose .law. 
tin* I hiirch had her ambassador in the person of that



.lull ax ('ll imli llml nnjh

pioneer prairie priest. the licvM. .1. I’. Sargent. imw 
I >(■;■ n of Qu'Appelle, who ministered In tile linin' 
IiiiiiiIs employed in tlie railway const ruction eatnps, 
mill In tile few settlers ni rem I v seiittered here mill 
there near the line. In Iss4 Demi Sargent niinle 
Mddse .law his heaih|tiarlers ; the services were held 
in a lent until the fall will'll the first church was 
laiill. This was a wndileti st fuel it re. placed alunit

Till: I HIST < in in a.

finir hhieks north mid din- Idnck west « » t the station. 
I'.Nperietice. hdWever. proved that the church was 
ton far eut and the Imilding was moved to a more 
central location, the vestry wisely delertnining that 
it' the people would not go to the church, the idlltrch 
should go to the people. During I lean Sargent's 
inciinilieiiev a vicarage was Dili It. In Xovetnlier.
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1 s>7. till' Demi left fur Mm isomill, a III I WHS suc­
ceeded 1 iv ihr [Irv’il. V . \imlls, now in tIn- Mari 
time Provinces.

On Iliv tliinl tiny of May. 1 >xs, at a parish null­
ing it was di'i'iilril to Imihl a now church. "cost, not 
to cxcii'il 1200 dollars." lenders to he called for. 
mid plans exhibited, in Moose .law. Regina, and 
Winnipeg. I low hard tip we all were in those days, 
what a stun 12<m dollars was. and how proud a ves­
try that could talk of such figures and even decorate 
Winnipeg with the plans of its future church! The 
minutes ol succeeding meetings are not very com­
plete, hut the church was evidently huill. for on 
1 o I >ee.. I>s>. it was decided to deduct III dollars 
from the contract price for delay in completing the 
church whereby th.........regal ion was put to the ex-
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|M‘iisr of 2 I ilulliirs I’m' rent ni' a hull. I hiving this 
jM'i'iml lliv eliiireli ut' S. .lulm lliu I'.vungelist was 
ereeleil ai Knglish village, simu* -Û mill's imrtlieast.

I» .1 iilv. I 'Nil, tin1 JJev'il. \V. h . I>rikwh suri'iTili'il
Mr. Niciills. In 11..... iiiIht. I Ml I, tliv vliiii'i'li Imilil-
ing was ili'stmvi'il hy tin■ ; at this imt'urllimite tiim-, 
Mr. lirnwii was in Kiiglaml, ami I In* Kev'il. .1. Man­
ning was uviing as liirnin Inn ns. In May. 1*112, a 
miTting uf |iaris|iiniivrs was i-aIli-iI to iliriile wlivtlmr 
In ri'siuiv lIn* nlil I'lmri'li nr In Iniilil a new niu*: after 
miii'li ilisriissiuti ami sévi rai meetings il was ile- 
eiileil in Imil.l a new eliiireli. laits were olitaineil 
where I he 11 n si-n I eliiireli unw slaiiils. a nil a liriek 
Iniihling was ereeteil, the eniilruet |iriee for wliii'h 
was 2*2Ü i|nllars.
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II is interest ing In note lli;il tiller I In • |n>> of | In
< Imreli 11\ lire permission wa* given in tin town in 
use tile elmreli lu ll for lire ejilln, |»l’n\i«|e«I thill ill, 
loWli el'eelei | ;i seilllohl lor I lie hell oil the elittreh 
property. I lie walls « » I tin building. whieli were 
still intiiet. ;tml the two lot> on whieli ii stood were 
disposed of for lo.onn l.rieks tit the hriek xnrd
sir transi/ the elmreli Wits ........list rtteled ;i dwell
ilit» llotise.

III September. I MM. Mr. lirown Wtis appointed 
t" St. I'mi | s. logina. iitnl the piiri'h wtis left in 
«•hiirge of the lov'd. T. W. ( un I i lie iiml Wi Minin 
Wjitsoii until Master. I Ml.*», when the hitler xvns in 
stltute<| ns iliellinhelil ;ilid relilililied in eluirge nil 
lil istts. During this time the mission of IlnlValo 
I.tike wjis organized, ami the elmreh of S. ( olumha
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will linill. I |i In I In' vi-ilr I ,'!i."i tlie itiissiihi. nr 
|l!irisll Ilf Minimi .1JIW. i I II'1111 II -I I till' 11 • r l'i 1111'V I il •! \VI 'i'll 
I'itisi' mill Mi'ilivini' llm, us wvll us 11 in mil wav 
simili in Ksii'vmi. wliii-li ii iT'iiiinvil until I Mis. With 
till' lll'lp uf till' III V Tl'lli Il'T, Ml'. .1. O. ill' In Hoy. SI'T- 
vil'I'S Wl'I'O Ill'll I III Kllglisll Village. I ill Hull I l.akv. 
< livsii'T. Wi'sivii'w. mill iitluT (minis in the iiutiIi : 
I'nrklivg, Swill ('nrroiit. Mn|ilo ( 'rook n in I < •titer 
(minis in llm wi'st : I*nsi11in. Milrsimii'. Yollow (truss. 
Wovlnmi. willi iH'i'iisiniml niinistmlimis ni Kstiwnn. 
liiicliv I’citt'o mill I’ui'liil along tlm Sun I .ini-, ns 
wvll ns ni uim nr two small missions in llm smilli 
it mill ry. Tlinso woro stivnnons ilays imlriil. ami 
In tlmm si mm of as look I nick with a vcrlain rogrot. 
for if ever a (im-isli (irii'si foil i lia I Im was fiillilling 
a |hir|iiisi' it was whi n ho ministoroil to tin* sent-
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1<Tril svl t l«‘l'S ni ill»* «NI r |\ « IJI \ -. w III » Wrl'i iil;|i| in

to sc«* ii|».iii tin |»r;iiri»* till- |M»n\ .ni.I I»ii«-k 
I in;ii'i| ni liim wlin \v;is i lu* I » r i 11 «•« * r nf •»•.....| tidings.

Ill ( ><‘|nliv|\ ISÎIS. I III lùxM. .1. S. ( Ilivil' -III

<*<•«•« In I Mr. NX iiismi. r I h |»ji ri^li nf \ I ■ -, .l.iw.

si In I'll ni ils III.Mix iilllst.lt ii » 11 ". lu iNiinn si 11 -ll|i|mrl 

intr; ii lid in iliis jni'ind tin |nv*«ul iv. . i\ wji*.

lniilt.

In I >»*»•«-iiiIm r« IlMi:;. Mr. ('Iiivri'» w;,- ;11»|».»int«*d 

r<i«‘tnr ni* S. Aiigustiiir's. I.vi|il»ri.k« . ;iinl \vn* nu-

<'<‘vdrd l»V 1 Ilf ln \ d. I'. W ilk d n||||*i »||. ||n\V A ivll 

d«NH'n||. Mnnsc .|;|\\ \Y;|s ||n\V il vil X with ;l tlnlill

lilti«»ll of nJMMI, iind ill Mill-ill. IlMi;,. |||. \vh|*I; of 

lidding il vllillM-vl In tin* «•IiiiivIi \\;i> niiiinu iii'i'd. iind

I
I
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in lin' saine month il w:is decided lu luiilil n mis- 
siuii l'uuiii in ü mw section ut the citv wliicli was 
growing n | > un lin* su n 111 side ut i In- ( '. I \ U. nmin 
line. < >n I lie Mill ut Mu y l lie mission wns opened, 
nun'll <>f il»' xvui'k of linililing Inning lieen dune in

‘ y *=*• !' ' m. ■ • it J

s. Mil IIAI I A Nil \ I I \Xlil IS.

the evenings Iiy vulnnleer workers. \uw the 
littihling, Severn I limes mhleil to. is the centre of the 
scH'-snpporting pnrish of S. Mielniel nml All Angels, 
of which the present rector is the Kcv'il. < '. I hick lee. 
In November the eluilleel which Innl lieen mhleil to 
S. .lulili s wns consecrated hv I he I lisliup of the
diocese. During this venr n pi|......rgnn was placed
in the church, the choir vested ami electric light in­
stalled.
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held in Ilu- Suviiv nuivilig |>icllire lliviiirv. kindly 
lent liy tin* iiiniiiigrr. until Feh. lit III, wlivn the 
hasemeiil ut’ ilu- new Iniililing was ivmlv for use. 
tin l'.iisler I lay. il i Mil cell. I II 10. the present élu I reh 
was used lor the Iiest time mill dediented n month 
Inter. I lie following year a peal of s hells was 
given and installed hv a small hand of lady workers.

In lull S. George's mission was Imili in the 
Xorlhue-1 ol the city, the work was undertaken hv 
the lllemhers ol till* hl'otherllooil id S. Andrew, who 
had also helped in the building of S. Miehael's; 
t anon Kalhhoiie Hartley of I lev wood. Lanes., as­
sisted generously in tinaneing the undertaking; the 
mission soon proved too small and was enlarged in 
two years time. Mr. < ’. F. Kenipton gave miieh 
help to the work in this district as lay reader.

In I !l I ’2. the llev'd. .1, I'". Soul ham was appoint- 
ed assistant to the reetor. In the following year S. 
Ilarnnhas mission was huill in the Northeast ipiarter

T-
i

-, IIAII.V \ll \s \l ISSIO.V



MIinsr .lair. Suait'.

of I lie city : lor this work we were again < l« ■<-| >1 \ in 
drhtcd to ( 'iinon Hartley, also to tin* Kcv il, A. I*., 
liuvgett, now Ari'lnleaeoli, mnl a frieml of his. Mr. 
II. .1. (Inlili was greatly interesteil In ihi> work mnl. 
ns lay rentier, eoinllletetl the serviees until lie left 
oil nelive service In the spring of !!• III. Since its 
erection this mission Inis also hern enlarged. Mr. 
Soiitlniin relnriieil to Knghind in I I I mnl was to I 
lowed Iiv Mr. Wren, then a lay reader, hut nilieli 
assistance was given, almost voluntarily. In the 
Key'd. K. X. Wehher, who lived in Moose .law for 
a while, and Mr. Wren was only with ns for a hricf 
period. In I'.M.'i, Mr. Wehher returned to his old 
home in Ontario and the Key'd. < . S. .1. Smart. siiL 
warden of S. Chad's, helped In the work on Sun 
days, until lie ,vns accepted as army chaplain and

i \ n mm or rin stM i n i in n



N. ./ oh il x I'ltimh Il Isloii/l<:

le ft luv Kranco. Tlic liev. .1. li. .limes was then 
given charge of the two niissimis. Inn in the tall of 
I it Hi lie tnarrieil ami left for the iliocese of Freilerie- 
loii. anil the liev. If. II. Lee has assisleil In the work 
since that tittle.

I lie jireselit elmreli seals aliottt .‘ittll people : there 
is a large parish room ninler the nave ami a chapel 
llinler the chancel : it is well eipiippeil throiiglioiit. 
The altar is in incniorv of the liev'il. \V. K. linnvn. 
who ilieil in liegina : the rereilos was the joint gift

i in: i il \ri i or chi-si vi c in m u.
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of two parishioners, the painting hv Mrs. <'. A. \V. 
Stunt, in tnetnorv of her mother, ami the oak work 
hv Mr. If. Lunev, also in tnetnorv of his mother. 

I he font Is the gift of the Numlnv School chihll'cn.
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mill the cover was mnde mill given liv mi ulil friend
ni A rohdei   >11 ill iisi in, Mr. ( i. S g Hire,
sinee killeil in ;u-ti<>n in Friinee. The ernss mi the 
elinneel henni is in memory of Mr. II. li. Verini. 
given Iiy his fnllier. The leelern is the gift of Mr. 
.1. < 'hivers, who tor some vein's served ns Iny render 
in this pnrisli mid was the fnllier of t lie first reel or. 
The windows tell their own story. An nrtiele of 
grout interest possessed hv the ohiiroh is n llihle of 
the reign of < 'hurles I I. : the ilnte is l<iN2 : it wns 
given hv I.ndy l.mtisn Lotiglev to the Kev'd. mid 
Mon. I'., li. I.indsny. recently henil of the rnilwnv 
mission mid then to this elnireh : the ense which 
eonlnins the I tilde Inis on it the words. "From llri 
tons in the (>hl l.nlid to l’ritoiis ( Iversons." so the 
llihle is not only n liildiogniphienl eitrinsity, lml n 
link hetween the Angliemi < Imreli in F.iiglnnd mid 
tlinl in ( 'nnndn.

l o murk progress since Moose .1 nw heemile n oily, 
tin following figures it re illmtiinnling :

Tuliil I mini ill IIiiIkiiI in l‘u lish 

S. .lohn's. 11MH ....................* 1.172.811

S. John's. I IMS 

S, MichmTs ....

S. < leol'ge s .......

S. Hnrunhns’ ....

$ Hi.mi;,. It;

I.2*i2.2<i

liliit.MI

•J.fTii.+ti
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Mtinsi' Jtur. Sttslt■. I'.i

.N ntit/ti // Srhtinl Srlinlttis 

S. .IiiIim's, Ilin| ............................................ .*>:

S. .1..Ini’s. I'.i In ......................................................... l‘ 7 .">

S, Michael's ......................................................... ■_!n

S. (leorge s ........................................................... nii

S. Ilaniali.is' ...................................................... I nii

N 17

The following story aptly itinslrules the wonder 
Ini ehiingi- in this country in the Iasi half century : 
A native woman tolil the writer Iasi year that when 
she was two years old and her sister live, the trilie 
to wliieli she belonged was attacked hv another In 
dian trilie and her mother with one child under 
each arm slid down a steep hank and hid in the 
hushes at a creek side. I lie hill down which these 
Indians slid f."i years ago. is now just on the mu 
skirts id’ a small hut ti|i-lo-dale city, with its electric 
light, (ihones. street ears, innnnierahle motors, and 
all modern eonveiiienees. and that city is Moose .law. 
In the life of the church the change is no less re 
ninrkalde: compare the tent of Inn:! in which tile 
first services were held with the vcrv henIItifill 
elinreh in which we now worship.
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