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History of S. John's Church

The City of Moose Jaw, now (1918) containing

some 19000 inhabitants, is sitwated in oo ~“|' in the
prairie at the junetion of the Moose Jaw and Thun
der Crecks: these ereeks would naturally he almost
dry for the greater part of the vear, hut o large
dam retains the water, and supplies the Canadian
Puacitic Railway, which reached heve in 1583, with o
suflicient amount for its Large shops.

The lll'if_'ill of the nwme of the l'ill\ i obseure:

some say that an carly  teaveller,  Lord  Dunniore,
met with an aceident to his e

it while erossing the

creck and nsed the j:l\\'lmllt' of a moose for I'|‘|-:lil'~l
others say that the ereek inits perambulations sonth
of the eity has shaped in its banks the form of
moose jaw s the traveller’s story is diftienlt 1o verify,
and the moose  jaw  formation is diflienlt 1o sce:
nevertheless the ey, if laeking in natueal beanny,
has o very beautiful name.

Moose Jaw is a railway centre, and owes s lifo
and growth to the €L 1. R.. but the ( anadian Nor
thern and Greand Trank Pacitic hoth have stations.
of sorts, here: the Canadian Northern enters from
the sonthe and is completing VEEN COnspienons
wooden ill'icl:l' tooearry it over the ('.l'.“. tracks into
the centre of affairs: and the Grand Treouk Pacitie.
apparently endeavoring to pass by unnoticed, barely
tonches the eity on the noeth, its very diminntive sta-
tion being hidden in a vallex, apparently fearful of

discovery,

When, in 1883, the C.PURL reached Moose Jaw,
the Clineeh had her ambassador in the person of that



hH N John's Churel History

ploncer praivie priest. the Revid, Jo P Sarvgent, now
Dean of Qu'Appelle. who ministered to the many
hands employed in the railway construetion camps,
and 1o the few settlers ;l]l'l‘;u|‘\ seattered here and
there near the line. o 1SS Dean Sargent made
\|uun\r .l.‘|\\ ||i~ |I<'.|-‘~1II,1I'M'|‘~: \lu SCOPVICes woere ||<'|~1
in a tent until the fall when the tirst chureh was

built.  This was o wooden steneture, placed about

FHE FIRST CcHURCH

onr bloeks north and one bloek west of the station.

Fxperience, however. proved that the chureh was
too far out and the mldine was moved to o mor
contral location, the vestey wiselv determining that

it the people would not go o the ehareh, the ehureh
should eo to the people. During Dean Sargent’s

inenmbeney o viearaee was built, In November,




Moos ./IIH'. Nush,

INTERIOR O} THE FPIRST CHURCN

ISST. the Dean lett for Moosomin, and  was sue-
ceeded |l_\ the Revid, W, Nicolls, now in the Mari

time Provinees,

On the third day of May, ISSSCat o parish meet-
ing it was decided to build a new ehareeh, “cost not
to excecd 1200 dollars.”™ tenders 1o be ealled  for,
and plans exhibited, in Moose Jaw, Regina, and
Winnipeg,  How hard upowe all were in those davs,
what a sum 1200 dollars was, and how prond o ves
[N Y I||.'|I conld I;IH\ ol sneh fenres and even decorate
Winnipeg with the plans of its future ehnveh! The
minutes of sueceeding mectines are not VEPY con
plete; but - the  ehimrel was evidently built, for on
153 Dee., 1888, it was decided 1o deduet 16 dollars
I'I‘nln Ilu- contract I»I'i!'v for delay in w-lnl»it‘lih:' the

chinreh \\lu'l’rl-_\ the coneregation wias put to the ox




) N John's Clhureh //;',s/ur_//

SECOND TOHN CHURCH, NOW A PRIVATE RESIDENCE

pense of 24 dollars for vent of a hall. During this
period the chureeh of S0 John the Evangelist was
crected at English village, some 25 miles northeast.

In Julv, 1889, the Rev'd, W, E. Brown suceceded
Mr. Nicolls.  Tu December, 1591, the churel build

ing was destroved by fives at this unfortunate time,

Me. DBrown was in England, and the Revid, J. Man-

ning was acting as locwm lenens, In \],\_\. 1892, a
necting of pan ioners was called to deeide whether
to restore the old ehareh or to hinld o new one s after
mieh noand several mectings 1t owas de
i new chureh, Lots were obtained
here the prese chureh now stands, and a briek
nildn Vi ( ol ';\‘ contract price »}I;l'll
vits 2820 dollars




Voose Jaw, Sash.
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| restin ‘
chureh | ¢ DETISS
1se 1l
town ereeted o s q
property. Tl
still intaet, and the twa lots o |
.ii~ly.,‘..{ of fon o000 |y he
st transel - the ehurel wis reconst e Wi
III: |ln|l~1‘.

In N prembers IS0 Me, Brown wis P

to St Panl’s, Regina, and the parish

charge of the Revid, T W, Cunliffe and Wi
Watson until Easter, 1595, when the latter was in

stituted as inewmbent and remained in charec un

fil ISOS. During this time the

mission of Butlalo
l,:llu' Wis nl'unni’t'l

cand the ehinrel of S0 Calimba




i N Joh's Chouvele Histor

INTERIOR OF THE THIRD cHURen

wis builte Up o the vear 1595 the wmission, o
parish of Moose aw, inelnded the tervitory hetween
|’1‘I|\l' andd \l""h‘illl‘ ”:ll. as well as the I';|i|\\:|‘\
sotth to Estevan, which it vetained until 1898, With
Ylln ]n-[,» ol l||l' |.H reader, \II | ), de ],I ”l'\A ser
vices were held at Ionelish Village, Duffalo Lake,
Chester, Westview, and other points 1o the north:
Parkbeg, Swift Current. Maple Creek and  other
|n-il|l~ to the west : I'.r‘-ﬂl.u Milestone, Yellow Grass,
Wevhurn, with oceasional ministrations ar Fstevan.
Roche Percee and Porvtal along the Soo Line, s
well as at one or twa stall missions in the sonth
conntry.  Those were strennous davs indeed, and
to them some of us look back with a certain regret,
for if ever a pavish priest felr that he was fulfilling

a purpose it was when he ministered o the seant

s mal






13 Nodole's Churele History

in the same wmonth i wis deeided 1o build o mis
sion room ina new seetion of the eity whieh was
growing up on the south side of the €01 R.omain
lines Oncthe Thihof May the mission was opened,

much of the work of huilding havine heen done in

SoOMIBCHARL AND ALL ANGELS

the evenings by volunteer  workers,  Now  the
lnll”'“n:. several times added o, is the centre of the
~q-||A~ll|l|--~I'IiH: }-;Il'i~|| of N. \|i|'||:|t'| and A1 .\II:l‘I\
of which the present vector is the Revid, € Boeklee,
In .\.'I\l'lIIIN'I' the chaneel which had been added 1o
N, Jdohn's Wils conseerated ll‘\ the “i\llnlt ol the
diocese,  During this vear a pipe organ wis placed
in the chureh, the ehoir vested and eleetrie lieht in
sta e,




o gvuI] M ELIO Oy

~ NI (i W] %) i M "i”‘!\ H |
) Moo MIOLS Lo o)
o A | | His ) ot oL usop

HITH e | sl

~ UL B L

I NI LU sesp ol 1y
SSUY Y Pu [oBgary ‘s
‘ ‘ | LG T fomeaog A prnoao puae
HEEE MOS0 i St poayaos ouxie g agg pue
N CL TR I LR TN W T R LT T S T
1o popoad e Napnes psom MEE U oM onp) 'LWH
SRCLULE B RN KLY (N [ TRV R T RN Y | TV AN ) 'RoG
H| "Addog n\ [-m' 3 »| ".\| ‘!l,rl"jl"l\ ‘||~-.n:_, e [l!<ll|
GHE SOALAIIS SISO DU oS offl 0] A4 oD o
WL AU SN Sdom STy i ‘1|~I|l'l| L LU, LAY

PLANL N 06T T

) "\

L aNoo g

UNDY



1} N, Jolh's Clhoreh //(\/u/'_//

held in the Savoy moving picture  theatre, kindly
lent by the manager, until Feb, 1910, when  the
bascment of the new building was ready for use,
On EFaster Dav, 27 Mareh, 1910, the present ehureh
was used for the first thme and dedicated o month
later.  The following vear a peal of s bhells was

civen and installed by o small band of lady workers,

In 1911 N0 George's mission was built in the
Northwest of the ety the work was undertaken by
the members of the hrothe rhood of N, Andrew. who
had also ]"‘f“'] in th building of S, Michael's:
Canon Rathbone ”;ll'l|1"\ ol Hp‘\\\.....l_ Lanes., as-
sisted eenerously in finaneing the undertakine : the
mission soon proved too small and was enlarged in
two vears” time.  Mreo Co Fo Kempton gave mueh
help to the work in this distriet as lay reader.,

In 1912, the Revid, J. F. Southam was appoint-
od assistant to the rector. In the followine vear NS,
Barnabas mission was built in the Northeast quarter

——— .

PBARNABAS  MISSION
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Moose Jaw. Sask.

of the eitv: tor this work we were agaim de |li\ 1"
debted to Canon Hartlev, also 1o the Revid, AL E.
Durgett, now Archdeacon, and a teiend of s, M

. J. Gabb was greatly interested i this work and
as lav reader. condueted the serviees nunl he left
on aetive serviee in the spring of 1916, Nined

crection this mission has also been enlarvged, Mo,

Southam retuened to England i 1901 and was to
lowed by Me. Wreeno then o lay veader, hut mueh
assistance was given, almost voluntari I the
Rev'd., E. N. Webber, who lived in Moose Jdaw fon
a while, and Mre. Wren was only with us for a briet
I riod. In 1915, Mr. Webber returned 1o his

home in Ontario and the Revid, €0 N0 Stoaret, sub
warden of N. Chad’s. helped in the work on Sm

davs, nntil he was accepted as army chaplain an

INFERIOR OF PRESENT CHU I




10 N, Joha's Choureh History

left for Franee,  The Rev. Jdo Ry Jones was then
given charge of the two missions, but in the tall ot
1016 he mareried and left for the diocese of Frederie
ton, and the Rev, 10 HL Lee has assisted in the work

sinee that thme,

Fhe present ehinreel seats about 500 people s there
is o large parish room nnder the nave and a chapel
mnder the chaneel s it is well equipped thronghont.,
The altar is in memory of the Revid, W, E. BDrown.

who died in Regina: the vreredos was the joint gif

FHE CHAPEL OF PRESENT CHURCH

two parishioners, the painting by Mres, €0\ W,
Stunt, in memory of her mother, and the oak work
by Mre. [0 Lonev, also in memory of  his mother,

I'he font is the eift of the Sunday Sehool ehildren.,






/s NoJohu's Clhurel History

and the cover was made and given by an old friend
of  Nrehdeacon Jdohmson, Mre. G, .\'lll'illu Rice,
sinee Killed o action in Franee, The ¢ross on the
chaneel beam is inomemory of Meo 1L R. Verini,
aiven by his father.  The leetern is the gift of Mr,
Jo Chivers, who for some vears served as lay reader
in this |ml‘i~|| and was the father of the first rector,
The windows tell their own story, An oartiele of
orent interest |v-v~\|-~~m| by the chiareh s a Bible of
the reign of Charles 1100 the date is 16 1

it was
civen by Lady Louwisa Longley 1o the Revid, and
Hon, . R Lindsav, |'M'<'l|l|‘\ head of the ratlway
miission and then to this ehureeh: the ease which
contains the Bible has on it the words, *From DBri
” =0 Ill“
Bible is not only o bibliographical enviosity, bat o

tons in the O Land 1o Dritons Overseas,

link between the \ll:“l‘:«ll Churel in |‘.,l|g|;||'l| and
that in Canada.

'|'.> I||;|I‘|\ |Il'~l'_';'l'~\ \ill('l‘ .\Ilm‘l ’l;l\\' |N'|';l|l|1‘ il l‘il‘\.

the followine tienres ave illnminating:

Tota monn .rl/,wvr mn wrish
lotal .| (' / Parisl

N.oJohn'sg 1900 $ 1,172.86
B, Johi's, 1HIB s mumsisssmns $10.505.43
S Michael™s ceesssmsimnnens 3,262,20
S GROPLE'S s sssmsssssssssssssssssssss 3
S, Barnabas' s 2.476.40

16,900, 16
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The "n”u\\ill: story :|}ll|\ tHustrates the wonder
ful ehange in this conntey in the last halt centurey
A native woman told the wreiter last vear that when
she was two yvears old and her sister tive, the tribe
to \\'lli('ll ~ll|- In-i-vllm"l Wis :|Il.|n‘|\|'ll In .‘1||-v¥h| I |Iw
dian teibe and her mother with one ehild wnder
HI(‘II arm ~|it| ‘ln\\'ll H| ~h'l'|> I';Illl\ .|||nI l\'\‘! n ']H'
bushes at o ereek side. The hill down which these
Indians slid 45 vears ago. is now just on the oot
skivts of o small but up-to-date eitv, with its eleetrie
light. phones, street carse inmmmerable motors, and
all modern conveniences, and that ity is Moose Jaw.,
In the life of the ehinreh the chanee is no less
markable: compare the tent of ISS5 0 whieh the
first services were held with the  ver heantiful
chureh in which we now worship,
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